Technician Fifth Grade Rudolf B. Cahn

2947th Technical Intelligence Engineer Team (C)

XV Corps Headquarters Engineer Section

Shoulder Patches LEFT: Engineer Training School; RIGHT: XVth Corps

June 6, 1945 Letter
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Helllo, ay*dear ‘Knatze, & * 18948 .} il

aieed : ‘ay . Trn%ks a lot

funny discovery,

"1
2t have - wr-rrie:ﬂ quite g "-::ut B'b-:;u‘:.H

- ' durin all the the - sen at th
. g I ha E b,..j. tr L }ir'Eﬂ-‘:’ E‘fﬁn g o Egn £

rem nbé; ?hqt I ever wrote to anybody what wa were realy up

sgainst. Those dresams you alwsiys.have are not true that ig one
thing I can tell vou, The only time I &Ve€r .was in 3 huspital

;.. . was, when 4 'got a slight skin burn: by a bullet But vau realv x

-~ gouldn't ¥ call it Hnythlnp qlnre I dldn't Stﬂv in tﬁﬁ mead,

- -
1

artment for over 10 min._ﬂll thnt has happened so long ago

“thﬁt,thartly renember it. So we might just as réll ferget about

.

. it and lEt'beﬂnF'hF Becone.,

You knnw tDanht Tsamsin the namd to lete and befure I get throush

it might be a very lung Jetters: Sobiwatchiout /oS

At is rather late Egnih tn bé t“utn‘u]J 1t'&$ h?ter-ﬂn% o'clock

in uht man¢n5 ~ur rﬂu1u 15 PLiVlﬂE Juﬂt th& Tlgnt klnu of music.

- -
R & .

”fhe.great galtz and all tne music -from:Johannes Strauss. 1 guess

r

- yud-know ‘how I:love (O heer  that. WEll, now 1et mﬁ "light” another
'hntPJgarette and ‘then I am all Teady to write and gth ynu the

true story uf what hds hapnened a]uunﬁ bere anu what 1 h.pe will

bE thE fU.tE.IfE s RN . . S : -"'_ g L S e pagag’ g

b =

--on:the first of. hnv wWe came td ‘the frdnt hirh was at that time .

R, A 3 . ‘

"’ near uuneviiIE in Fr&nce. we were releivingéanuthcr unit which

Y 'y

v _ -
ll|_ " '\ |-~' I Eol O gy :: t L -

had a casualty uver,SG%. ”he~n §Mneraand S/sgt were bluwn up vy =8

T imine and’ all ‘they found lf hnnFs anc a
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half a leg. Well that had happened a we
€k before and ou 3
VETY anxcbous to send some replacement up,The team as arwg;‘ ;C;er:?s

out and the two boys from the old tes
rn were send ba
since tReir nerves. were shot and the*l*r h:nd were nogkstt:aé?rérsw

MOTE, 'he very next day we started out to th
e lines t w
actualy looked like and row it feels to be under firc? f:.‘f? ?agtué{stf'

We must have been a mile awzy from the infantlv hhen hell cut loose

around us. Two German plsnes were strpflnn tbe road we =11 jumned
. out of the Je€ep ané wenat to the next ditch, To hell with the jeen,

| "*jwhgﬁgi@tngt we had senough and went back to our quarters, mighty
A . a2 £
scared. That was the only vrnme 1 realy vas™secared stiff,
. - A couple off days later we settled down to tusiness in locating

mine fields in-Zront .of. the infuntry aﬁd debooby tranpbng some
wodds. You xnew in our line of work we were ailowed oply one nis-
take ‘and that wnuld have besn the End But fortunatly that never
hannened andé so we€ are all Teeling good and heelthy.
Ther came that very cold winter were we thought we freeze to
- death.But that -naased to ‘and spring -and the drive throu % Germany
came . uefhad an.awfulx iot of work to. do and .got only very little
'aleen. un;y onge e got kS l;ttLE rest and that was when I went to
Parls, ANG boy, did I need to go. I hnd the jitters and_coulén't

‘Handle that emplosive any more. & _
 Those few days in Paris did-it thoukh' eand when T came back I felt.

o x aguin, 1 don't thlnk I em able to go into: details since that

would 1111 out a bouk ﬁnd who has *iﬂe to write_ one nov?.
" Now we are in ualzbu*q and tdking 1t 2 lltt;e easier. nnﬂ that is

one thing I.don't like. That makes me nervous and I simply can't
sit still, You.know how it is. That gives me to much time to taink

and that is no good for any solcdler.
I am onlv glad about one thing and that is that neither ons of vou

ever found out. what ve . ‘sctualy did. That way you didn't worrv to

~ rnuch. 1 ou cuuldn .t have helped me anyway .and I-thought that that
was the DbeST wayrtu -€eep the homne population in a: -pesceful 1 state

f I.h.nd . o
fter the war was Dver we realy Lou? to thnauns. HnL leg me tell

you we drunk an awfull lot., I guess that was tHe reaction from
all that excitmeqt e cantured a Germen tralin near- Bamberg and fou

. e 5515 barrel of Schanpps., nbout 8 hundred litters.

That ‘was peside fhe ine,‘ﬁognac and Phampqgne e had ror one
week lon a1l of. Uy were drunk., .amd let ne tell you drunk. Wwe

wanted to ferget eveyything for » while and ‘just be hapny. well, |

A — S —_— e gt i o
Ly r . ﬂﬁ"ﬂ- &
L o 1) o




t everything for a while, but happy, no,we didn’
I WE drunk so much and so long, we s..mph, GI;utldget
n't

quor any rnonre .and we stepped drinkin
&
since though, I have been

we [eETs0

happy. afle
stand l1ooKing at tht j et
to gst sober again.. rver 8
1438t night .Then 1! put a stop ko it and
'Tow it is alZ OVETr and I feel like

you wil' understand

long enough

drinking 8 1o%,
n't had =« drink- since.
1 QUESS,”

~untit

have
a huran beeing agalll.
why I haven b vritten often duri

.ple to. fou KDOW a tvnuleter is
a guy 18 nervous OT not since the ty

5 cut down ol ry ‘ﬂO“ing Thre€ VIl
T allow quelf now is OnNE T}HC]"' Rrother FE 1S

qach for fe and all 1
%ard to do that, but o keep 1t Up.
£+ 7 would 20 to

of tle letteTrs
AS A matte t with

vell ;1. nave been
nd tooxK thflplzce.tThat'in one thing
q oJOYCE gbout it gince 1

I simply had to grite it down: ynd so Lo:
.er wou.d et @ nold of the letter whel I send

wWaS afaraid, tust
it to you.: I vows want tO read that letter ¥ Jovce for
natze everyk btime I think

jt, 1 -aix SUre she wiil showW it to you.n
about dt Tigel mnad again -nd feel) like golng out and shoot S
EVET sean_52onndfqd poeDLE in a small

MOYTE sieinis. 1] haVve,
rquQ€ nzcuurec af tneE

place yoil ° T meane € %

and 1 ShOW then .5 a me=tter afethct o force
t them, eVvel if I have 1O

y did to the Sews: snd all the otheT roenle

g I anm nroud-tc say an

got -away " A1l1VE
sicK afTETVFrﬁa
yosa and rn

-dera knatze, now
in.z trhe last nonth. I just wasn't

a nice thing to have .Ycu can't

pE'i“ alwavs the séne,

T am detﬁfmend 7
1 mentﬂnned tha
‘ot fact we Vel

T DREVET ferget.

Ln OnNeE to bLicky
Dachau. theTeE,

tne infantry 3

motl

one

when YO
T E undc1stand vhat

+no eveTy GETMN.,
WS E My piEtGl,_Eﬂ they

L

cailDn,
thewm to lookK 2
cun see what the
There ,is only ONE tE1in¢
ond 1 mean none of thE 35 guaras
~nce and were killed, not shot i I Wes

ICS ]...:r..
two dave. Couldn't eat nor sleep, nad Lo think =bouv
und all the otner poor poeni€.

any iove 1eft for 1€ now. 1 treated

Tedon't: thins the hexmans Lave

deFd 'EplF

+ o beak the DO
WE captured

ther just the way theGestano
:dent
rended and it WaS

The other biz catch we rniade Was,

%8 cnYS. It

jupossible to nake any pra’'s Thet made
- ps 8nd detaiis O

find. BY special air-

that A thins to °

when bY goel
waEc weuvely GEL

some NOYT'E good
¢ all the minefields

eI - ;
GEI mans.

That convoy hacd all the

th- Germans had ever laid.




'tTanepHrt it was send Lo Daris and now the Cermans h-ve to

atheir own nmi: teq.'* I hope that the mm-'.: are still ﬂ'ond and ki
8 "lot ox.tnutc B PSS i ' SRR, R S AL

~low akous ny tuture plans. 30, Tar T haveEn't got eny. T an loc
for thée fasted way hone and that is iLhe reason why I don't to

AGT 1. was ofTerd a coraissoon: in it but refused 1:0 ta¥e it
UN.Leas ')""dﬁl"f..fl O o0 - Lliias .thCV Laven't dUnf*'EO'.: (o 1 il

. 1 yather go to the Padific then stay in this rountry. I hate
amitiee e Dart ol 1t,evenuthe aiT . Sc lets “ope woyrotvhe Fest.,
el l . dear Lhnatze Dy oW T orrmomermgrores “ate and ny eves 8re clos
_fter .1Y it is two o'elock alresdy and toncrroy we Iave TS 80N
wurk;- ' |
nelze. there is onlv one more thinz = wont to tell ycun,

—

Please don't worry hh-‘:ﬁ: me S vl icome Lome .f;_{_}_t}__r?ﬁ anfgesafc, Y0
can bet vour botton- dollar on it., I an sd convinced of thet
I start rerrvins about the futurs and waat _ life to o,
e afteprall T &m not geltvinz younizer and have Lo loov out for the
‘Pature., Gohaz to be 24 Vears 5130 nretty soon,

Tuke very good care: oft yoursel? &nd.zlve nmy bLest regurds to the

-
-

yrole-Temliy.. -

+#4th 28l)l ny love,

| G a]ﬁ'ﬁ}"E’lersﬁa ;

I migs. you nore then aaveody I can think

: eacii other and understans cegch othe

v Wil he 1The Ssane way for the rest of

l. & 1 ol
tVe. worle tiel) or high water.

wnat do you Thin'-?
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