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SECRET
January ist,

For the rirst time in days a group of enamy combdatant
ships was sighted and attacked in the NEN GEORGIA area. During
the afternoon a group of 10 DDa was Birhted west of MUNDA on e
southeasterly course, 6 B-17's bombed from 20000 feet, This
was a waste of effort, Probability of hits on DDs at such al-
titude is about zero, About six p.m. (local} 38D's from GUADAL-
CANAL attacked and report one hit on two DDs and a near miss on
a third. Toward midnight DDs were reported off CAPE ETPERANCE
but no further clarifying report was received, The Japs planned
to bomb GUADALCANAL during the night but no report of this has

bsen received from our forces, TF 11 and 16 were placed on 4
hours notice.

Comsopac 020702 gives moves of TF 64 and 67 during the
AP unloading at (AJADALCANAL next week,

Comairsopac 020410 pink sives his latest nlan to cover
the moves of the CL - DD group which will bhombard MUUNDA on the

4Lth, Also, his 020720 and 020730 pink is the plan to cover APs
enroute GUADALCANAL on the 3rd,

Cincpao 012335 pink forms TF 19, whioh is mainly composed
of APs, and directs the move to the SW Pac from PANAMA,

Most of the information contained therein was obtal inter-

Comsopac 010918 is an overation summary for ea,
g
copted traffio,

Af'ter conversations between (Jensral MacArthur and Ceneral
Vandegrift, permission was granted to move the Firat Marine Div-
ision to MBELIOURNE for rehabilitation. The 7th Marines will be

sent to MELRBOURNE when withdrawn from GUADALCANAL in ths next
few days,

General Marshall states that current nonavailability

precludes the possibllity of assligning an additional heavyy bombard
ment group to the Hawallian ares, mut that he heartily ocomours in

the desirability of continuing long range bombing missions with
present means, It is noted that General DeWitt is not satiesflied
with the refusal to send more P=-38's to ALASKA and offers to send
some from his Weat Coast squadrons, He thinks his West Coast air
strength 18 already too low, Just why this should be so is not
clear here. Their combat employment within range of West Coast
airfields sesms the remotest kind of possibility et this time,

CTF 8 012038 reports another strike on KISKA,

(Oont inued)
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SECRET

Janyary 1st. {Continued)

Cominch 311405 pink 18 conoerned over the progress of
the war in the SOLOMONS., Cinopao 020217 pink agein makes a
plea for tools to work with. e bottleneck is troops adequately
trained for our Pacific war,

There is = possib111t§ that CVs are now enroute froa the
Empire to the 3ISMARK area, f that is true we can expect another
Southward push in the next week or 8o, t
t‘“&. ‘..
January 2nd. — Cas

\ -

Comaopao 021044, 030536, and 030703 are operation summsries
for his area for the past two days,

Commencing at 2340 /loocal off northwest GUADAICANAL, eleven
TULAGI PT's engaged eight enemy DDs, These UDs are presumed to
be the "Tokyo Express” whioh had heen attaoked by our plenes at
1800 (100&1¥ near MUNDA the previous afternoon. 6 PIr's atteined
firing nosition, and of 18 torpedoes fired one hit was claimed on
one DD and three vrobable hits reported on two others, The DDs
dropped overboard a quantity of supplies in waterticht conteiners
in the hope that at least some would drift to the beaoh. No
troops were seen landing. At davlight PTs and PCs destroved all
of these supplies sighted.

Nine SBDs with fighter cover took off from GUADALCANAL at
0500 {local) to search for and attaock the DDs thought retiring
from GUADALCANAL after the PT action, They were unable to looate
the DDs wut delivered an attack on the MUNDA airport at 0725

(looal). Heavy AA fire was encountered but all planes returned
safely, 1

e
The morning searoh from GUADALCANAL found B DDa at 0700
(local) between CHOISEUL and NEW GEORGIA Tetiring towards BUIN at

high speed, Thus the combined air and PT attacks are presumed to
have sunk two enemy DDs,

Last night two Catalinas were over MUNDA from 2300 to 0300
(local). During that time four 500 pounders were 4dropped to har-
ass the enemy. The same night the eneny had 3 plamnes singly over
GUADALCANAL from 2200 to 0120 (looal) apd dropped a few sombs on
our positions. Damage was not reported,

At 1220 (looal) 6 B26s from GUADALCANAL eagorted by eight
P39s dropped 15 500-pounders on MUNDA from 17000 feet, Heavy AA
was enocountered and one B26 was shot down,

At 1340 (looal) 5 B17s from GUADALCANAL made a strike on
ships in the WIN - TONOIEI area, Of 23 ships reported at least

1264
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SECRET

January 2nd, (Continued)

eleven are thought oruisers or destroyers, All bombs werse
dropped on the largest combatant t/pe, scoring near misses,

Heavy AA was encountered from the ships but all planes returned
to GUADALCAMAL,

Renorts continue to be received of minor enemy aotivity
in the NEW GEORGIA group, The landing strip at RBALLALR {4HORT-.
LAND aree) 13 now considered in commisaion,

Comsopac hae started a nprojeoct to lay a oable between
GUADALGANAL and TULAGI, with an extension to PORT PURVIS,

The PORPOISE on patrol northeast of HONGHU reports
sinking at least one AX in a oonvoy which was attacked on
January firast,

CTF 8 now estimates that the D Day for the CLROWBAR
operation cannot be earlier than January llth,

The RUSSIANI desire bunkering arrangements for both
coal and oil at LUTCH HAR30OR, The feasibvllity of this is be-
ing investipated,

We are still very much in the dark congcerning enemy
intentions and developments, Howsver, many signs point to an
early major push toward GUADALCANAL. No major threat in the
Central or North Pacific seems probable. i

January ird, C

Catallnas ocontinued their nightly harassing over MUNDA
from 2400 to 0200. The daily Bl7 Bent to harass the SUIN area
during the night was turned back by the weather mt dropped 8
500-pounders on MUNDA area at 0500, At 1714 (local) 12 SAD's
escorted by 16 flghters dropped 12 500-pounders and 2i 100-pound-
ers on AA poaitions, taxiways, and runways at MUNDA, AA fire
was notioceadbly lichter than yasterday. All plenes returned
safely. A search plene saw i, or 5 of the R26 crew shot down
yesterday on the beach 10 miles south of RENDOVA Harhor,

On GUADALCANAL minor actions continued, Our forees
captured a fleld vniece in the AUSTEN area and gained high ground

in the enemy rear. 6 Jap counterattacks were repulsed during
which 150 of the enemy were killed,

The final increment of the 25th Division has besn landed
at GUADALCANAL,

{Continued) lz26°




SECRET
January 3rd, (Continued)

Comsopao 040442 eand 040322 are operation orders for
Task Forces 16 and 65, Task Force 11 was placed on 2 hours
notice at NOUMEA, The fast battleships are operating to the
south of GUADALCANAL to ocover the retirement of the cruiser -
destroyer bombardment of MUNDA, This bombardment is scheduled
for midnight tonight (local),

Coast watchers report 340 Japs in the vicinity of WICK-
HAM anchorage. It has been evident for some time that mall
Rroups of the enemy have landed throughout the NEW GEORGIA group.,

A Jap plane reported a Blue force south of CHISTORAL
ISLAND, While this force can not %e ldentified definitely

it
1a belleved to be transports retiring from GUADALCANAL to £ePIR-
ITU SANTO,

The THOMAS EDISON and the GREIE were completely de-
stroyed by a hurricane at TURTIE I"LAND on January 2nd,

General Hemon suggests that instead of laying s cable
between CUADALCANAL and TULAGI, needs oan be fulfilled by use
of PM teletype links between GUADALCANAL TULGAI, and PORT PUk-
VIS, The War Department has been requeuéod by Genersl Harmon
to ship 2 complete equipments to GUADALCANAL by air with neces-
sary engineers and techniclans to install and operate them.

Comsopac's reply to Cominoh's proposal for a Deputy Com-
mander South Paoclfic Area is conteined in his 030439 pink,

The WAKE photo plane 18 now considered lost. lntensive
search dally sinoce December 28th has been negative.

As the gasoline situation at GUADALCANAL i8 now satis-
faotory for the operation of Bl17's, Admiral Halsey has requested
the return from AUSTRALIA of the .5th and 1lth groups { omsopao
0323)29), General MacArthur stated that he would return them to
CACTUS on the 5th or 6th (loocal), weather psrmitting.

There are no signifiocent changes in the BUNA area. Ap-
parently our forces trapped the Japs there three days ago and
will eliminate them in due ocourse,

General DeWitt hes ordered a squadron of P38's from hie
ocommend to ALASKA to reinforce the}pursulta in the ALFUTIANS
hoas
On entering CRISTOJAL, the CHARLES CARROLL, which is
flagship of a transport group enroute to the Sopaa, struok an
Army mine, Her thrust blocke and steering gear were danaged to

the extent that the ship ocan not proceed with the transport
group,

(Continued) 175




SECRET

January 3rd. {(Continued)

In a despateh to Comineh General MacArthur stetes his
desire to supply medicine and ammunition to guerillas in the
Phillippines and NEI, and requests that 3 submarines be detalled
for this duty, While this Is a worth while employment for sub-
marines and second only to sinking enéemy ships, 1t does not seem
desirable to dilvert our modern submarines now being employed on

patrol in enemy waters, Cincpac will propose that the (Ex) V1,
2 and 3 be made avallable for this duty.

Indications contlnue that the enemy is now preparing
for a major push toward GUADALCANAL. It seems probable that

One or more carriers are now in the vicinity of TRUK enroute
further south, . R

January 4th.

CTF 67 050405 describes his tomtardment of MUNDA. Our
harassing Catalinas over KUNDA observed the tormbardment end re-
ported it to be very effective. At C940 {local) vhe—MWkiA Tesk Rrvee L7
Greup was attacked, south of SUADALCANAL, by 10 dive bombers and
15 zeros. The report of 10 dive bombers was received fror SUADAL-
CALAL but the report of CTF 67 only records about five. The attack
resulted In one hit on Ko, 3 turret of the ACHILLES, FUALALCANAL
planes Intercepted the attacking enemy planes and renort shoonting

dovn 4 bombers with 2 probable, - thus accountingsg for the differerce
noted above.

CTF G4 reported beins trailed by 4 Jap planes while
operatin, SW of JUADALCANAL during the early afternoon.

Comsopac 050845 i3 an operations sumnary for the day,

At 1040 local nine B-2G's from GUALALCANAL made a strike
on NUNDA. 7-500#, 7-120#, and 48-1CO# bombs were dropped from
10,000 feet. No AA fire was recelved from N.'NCh and darage was
not observed., The crew of the B-26 shot down off LUNDA two days
ago was rescued by the (RAYBACK.

At 1600 local , 5 B«17'3 escorted by 6 P-3%'s dropped 20 one
thousand pounders on one CA at BUIN, The borbing sltitude was
18,000 feet and no hits were scored, The P-33's were attscked
by about 25 float biplanes and zeros, The score was 3 sure and
2 possible enemy VFs shot down agalnst our loss of two P-30'a.

The 7th Marines have been withdrawn from SUADALCANAL
and are now enrocute MELBOURNE.

Comsopac 040702 1s the operation order for TG 66.7.

(Continued)
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SECRET

January 4th. (Continued)

Comamphforsopac 041242 notes the vaatly improved unloading
of ships at GUADALCANAL,

Cincpac 00009 suggests that Admiral Halsey's plan to re-
lease the NEW MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI in the next few days be re-

considered as thls may take them away Lefore the impending eneny
effort.

Cincpac and Comsopac both believe the set-up for a Deputy
Comsopac most desirable, Cincpac recommended early adoption to
Cominch and requested Admiral lalsey to rmade his nomination.

The comment requested by Cominch on the propcocsal to aild

zuerillas in the Philippines and NEI 1s contalned in Cincpac
050057.

We continue to be in doubt regarding major enemy deploy-
ments and intentiona. We believe that some CVs rmy be south of
TRUK and that the bulk of Jap combatant strength 1a in the TRUK -
EXPIRE area. But as the Japs have changed nearly all ciphers
our educated guesses are not as reliable as they have teen,

Admiral llalsey is experiencing trouble in cbtaining suft-
able buildinyss for his headquarters from the French Jovernor at
NOUKEA. The situmtion is explained in Cincpac CH07L7 to Cominch.

Cum
January 5th, e

There were two major sightings durinz the day. The first
at 1100 {local), just scuth of NEW ITAIN consisted of L APs
-escorted by 2 orulsers and 4 destroyers, on course 24,00 speed 12,
The second was report by the SARGO at 1500 {local) of a fleet
carriser with 1 DD escort just east of the ADMIRALTY ISLANDS3, on
course south speed 17.5 knots, It is significant that only one
destroyer was seen escorting this carrier.

Pl

8 Bl78 with fishter escort attacked ships and shore instal-
lations in the BUIN area at 1230 (local)., 12 float biplanes
followed the fortresses bHut did not intercept. = type 2-zeros
were slghted over NEW GREORGIA hut did not atteck,

A routine strike on MUNDA from CACTUS was turned back on
acoount of bad weather, At 1020 (local) 7 PLFs over X'NDA at

18,000 feet received no AA and saw no olanes in the air. The
fleld was not observed.

Most gratifving reports from submarines were received
during the day, The PLUNGFR reported that during lsnding opera-
tions at LTUNDA bar on the night of December 16th she sank 1 DD,
and on the night of the 17th 1 more DD, The GRAYRACK sank &

l o,
{Continued) ) 12.8




SECRET

January 5th, (Continued)

barges on Christmas Day with 50 caliber off SHORTLANDS and
later sank 1 submarine south of RTNDOVA, The !HALIT, on patrol
off the north tip of HONSHU reports having sunk 1 AP and ) AKas,

Comsopac 060252 zives the dianositions of Task Foroces
which were covering AP operations in the ((JADALCANAL area from
the 4Lth to 6th of January. Comsopac 060712 vives the composi-
tions of Task Yorces 65 and 66,7, This modiries his 040322, noted
day before yesterday, and results in the retentign of the NEW
MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI in the Sopac., Admiral aised the .
nuestion as to the length of time Ratdiv ) will remain In L"r]
southern waters as he Zas stripped Ratdiv 3} of consideranle
equipment in order to build up Batdiv 4,

Comsopac 060732 provides for coveraze by Task Force 65
of demapged cruisers enroute to PRARL,

Comtaskfor 19 has shifted his flag to the T:HGMAS JEX-
FERSON because of previously reported damsge by an Army mine
to the CHARLE" CARROLL, and will depart from BALJ0A for the
South and Southwesat Paoific tomorrow,

KUDIAK 060450 reports en attack on an enemy AK approach-
ing KISKA.

The War Department hes disapproved General UeWitt's
proposal to send an additional P38 squadron Trom the 4th Alr

Force to ALASKA because of urgent demends from other theaters
of higher priority.

Comsowespao 050525 is the comment on the proposal to
supply guerillas in the Phillipines and NEI by submerine.

¥While the enemy appears to be strengthening positions
in northeast NEW GUINEA there is no indication of any lack of
interest in the southern SOLOMONS, Signs continue to point to
an impending attack in the GUADALCANAL area, Rased on this

estimate, no major threat 1a seen in the Hawaiian area or in

‘.
the North Pacifle,

-
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STORET
January 6th.

Routine alr strikes were made on the M™DA, .¥'IMN, and
RASAUL areas, ©SW rmo planes renort direct hits on SSRE shins
at RABAUL., The agrounp of 2 orulsers, 4L DDs and 2 APs tracked
from NE” 3RITAI toward JAR was attacked hy W +mo planes and
one AP’ was renorted on fire,

TF 65, escorting the demaged PENTACO A and MIMWIEA-
POLIS, departed from ETPIRITU TANTO in acoordance with orders
noted yesterdsy., TF 1£ &nd 67 arrive tomorrow at “"DIRITU
SANTC. ™% 64 18 enroute to I"™MXA, TF 11 will exarcise
et s3en for three days in accordance with Comsopsc 070402,

The Central and dorth racific areas were quiset.

Cominoh 052215 revises the nrocedure in makl:g

damage renorts to asslst in earliest possible reatoration
of shinps to mervics,

Comsonac 060347 is B proposal to relieve the ith
Defense battalion now at ROSES with Army troons from 3 I

BORA. Clncpac 070731 renuests further information on the oropossl.

General DeWitt 052359 given a plan t. comnence train-
Ing of two regimental combat teams in amnhibiows warfare at
FORT ORD on January 15th.

There are no newv eneny develo-ments, 64,.'- L V
-

W /

L]

Aotivity in the South DMacific was limited to routine
air strikes in the central SOLOMONS and minor patrol action on

GUADALCANAL, A routine strike was made on LIGEA, The central
Pacific area was quiet.

The MINNFAPOLIS lost nower because of leaky tubes in

her two serviceajle bollers and is being towed to ETOIRITH
SANTO by the VIRED.

Comsopeo 072213 zives procedure for ocarriers operat-
ing together when an air attaock is imminent.

Cominch 071245 nroposes a commander for PT squadrons
in the SoPac to supervise end ocoordinate training, tactiogal
developments, end operational nlens, Cincpac has requested
Admiral Halsey's comments on this pronosal,

General DeWitt reports troops to be trained and a pro-
posel for a joint directive for the reduction and ocoupation of
KISKA in his 080220, The references in this despatch are in-
cluded in this summary,

{Continued) 1 270




SECRET
January 7th, {Continued)

The group of orulsers, destroyers, and transports noted
yasterday apnroaching the LAE aree apparently reached its des-
tination,

Cominch 071515 glves 'iar Department readiness and
material for Ferry Route Rases,

Admira) Helsey has nominated Rear Admiral Wilkinson
as Deputy Comsopaoc,

It 18 beginning to seem possihle that the enemy has
changed from the offensive to the strategic defensive in the
NEW GUINEA - NEW BRITAIN - 30LOMONS erea., The completion of
airfields, fortifications, and troop snd nleane deployments in
that area would release carrier atriking forces for operations
in other areas, On this basia, the threat of raids on our ex-
rosed positidéne may become more real in the next month or so, L;/ALI

W
January 3th, - BJ

The most important development of the dsy is the request
of the Joint Chlefs of S5Staff made to Oeneral MacArthur for his
plana for carrying out Tasks 2 and 3 in the NEN GUINEA - NEY¥Y
BRITAIN - SOLO!NOKS area. (See Gen'l. Marshall 090053 pink).

Ma jor Pacific Fleet reinforcements are seen in Cominch
081600 pink. Thnis totals one carrier, one battleship, one
cruiser, seven destroyers,

Comasopac 082234 pink is a proposal to build up two task
forces, each around three ACVs, Also, he strongly concurs with
Cominch proposal to set-up a Cormander, PT 3quadrons, and can
supply all officers from his area. Three tenders for the PTs
are recommended, Hst cicnav e b, Tiwvee ¢+ il ar Thvee 1t "\"—'C"l'lal)

The Bureau of Aeronsutics has requested the cooperation
of a DD, ACV, and if posslible a crulaser or battleship in Southern
CALIFORNIA wuaters in producing a training fi1lm on abandoning ship,
Cominch approves the project in nrinciple.

Activity during the day in the SOLOKONS was limited to
routine searches and strikea on enemy positions. Comsopac
080829 and 090638 are his operations surmaries.

From conflicting reports it is now estimated ty Vice
Admiral Carpender that the convoy sighted and attacked approach-
ing LAE via the south coast of NEW BRITAIN day bLefore yesterday
consisted of 1 CL, 4 DD and 5 merchant type. In the repeated air

attacks on this group in the past three days the followlng results
are reported: one AP sunk enroute LAE; two AP sunk or severely

)
{Continued next page) 127*




SECRET
January gth. (Continued)

daraged at LAE; one direct hit on one AP while retiring; €69 VF
definitely destroyed; 28 VF probably destroyed, 40 VF damaged;
own losses G planes lost, 31 damaged. If correct this 1s a

remarkable performance and any troops and suppliea landed cost
the enemy a high price.

Comsopac proposes to lay a mine fleld Just ocutside the
100 fathom curve approximately parallel to the coast line be-
tween TASSAFORANGA and CAPE ESPERANCE,

Cominch 081930 18 a plan for Karine reinforcements for
the South Pacific Area during February.

Because of need of yard overhaul for the SWORDFISH and
SNAPPER immediately Comsubsopac requestglone sub as replacement
from Comsubpac. This was not approved by Cincpac as it 1s in-
advisable further to reduce patrols in Jap Empire waters,
traming for

Cincpac 090342 13 a Joint plan for the assault and
occupation of KISKA, A

DOG day for the occupation of AVCHITKA is January 1lth,

Aslde from continued indications that the enemy 1s active
in strensthening and developing positions in the SOLONONS and
Northern NEW GUINEA there are no significant enomy developments,

Wh

.,

January 9th,

Routine air activities in the central SOLCI'C!'S wepe
hampered b bad weather., Comsopac 100614 1s an operations
surmary for hls area. The Tokyo Express of elght DiLs was
reported to be expected in the GUADALCANAL area about 2300
local, but no report of its arrival was made. Ground activity
on GUADALCAFAL was limited to patrollins reconralsasance and
dispositlion for an offensive. Minor borbing of eneny troop
positlons there was carried out,

Comsopac 090432 and 100352 # a reorganizatior of task
forces in the South Pacific. Mis 100042 establishes a D_
striking group based in the GUADALCANAL area,

wiluch, i
Cominch 092009 givea developmen'g np;rovod for BOBCAT
on October 28th. A

The Central and North Pacific areas were qulet,

There were no new enemy developments. g

(UTEN
¢-4272




SECRET

January 10th.,

The Tokyo Express, mentioned Yeaterday, arrived off
GUADALCANAL about midnisnt, Keagre reporta show that our PTa
Intercepted in the vicinity of SAVO. Damare inflicted 1a not
ronported, but we lost two PTs, It seems probable that the
énemy was partlally successful in this operstion. The 25th
Division has commenced a reconnmiasance In force in the MC!NT
AUSTEL rerion on GUADALCANAL. The enemy dropned five bomba on
our larines Auring the nicht, TVeather prevented a strike on
the Express the following daylicht, Other areas were quiet,

The ACHILLES damage, recelved January 4th, 13 linited to
turret 3. She will he retained with TF ¢7 for tle present.

Comsopac, has recommended that a Flag Officer Ye ordered
to command land™8raft flotillas in hls area. Cincpec approves.

CTF 8 092354 1in recomriendationy to reinforce ALASKAN Alr,

H.M.3. VICTORIOUS will sail from NORFOLK for PEARL about
February 2nd. One month operational training at PEARL is planrned

DOG Day for the AMCHITKA operation has been postroned until
January 12th because of bad weather,

Submarine operations in the JAPAN SEA are under consider-
ation. The Aifficulty there will be keeping our subs from
darairinit the RUSSIANS and being damared by them,

After a conference with members of his stafl today Admiral
Fimitz declded to offer to confer with General lMacArthur and
4dmiral Ialsey concerning plans for Tasks TN¥O and THREE. 5CUNEA
1s the first offer by Adriral Nimitz for the rneetinc polint, and
he can arrive there ty the 17th local. This date 1a sur-ested
bccause of his desire to meet the Secnav, who arrives at PEARL
the 12th, If General lacArthur refuses to go to LCUMEA, Adrirals
Nimitz and Halsey are willing to ro to BRISBANE. Jeneral MacArthur
renlled to thias offer stating that he 13 awalting further advice
from WASHINGTON with reference to the basic subject ratter tnvol-

ved which, he says, should nrecede any confererce with recarl to
operational action.,

There are no new enemy developments,

(oo

1273




SECRET

January 1lth,

Oround activity on GUADALCAKAL 1a progressing satis-
factorily with air considerably assisting the reconnaisaance
in force now underway. The planned offensive 1s scheduled to
commence January 17 ilocal). Bad weather curtuiled routine
alr operations in the Central SOLOMONS, It is possiltle that
one DD of the Tokyo Express, which visited GUADALCANAL two
days ago, was sunk.

The SHAW grounded 1.5 miles S.E. of EULARI PASSAJE,

NOUMEA yesterday and was severely damaged, 3Salvage is under-
way.

The GRANPUS has reported sinking 2-3 APs, one AK and
1l DD while on patrol In the SOLOMONS area.

Reports continue to be recelved of Jap efforts to

strengthen thelr positions in the SOLOMONS and XEW GEORGIA
Islands. There are no new enemy developments, A

’lm
January 12th,

The Secretary of the Navy arrived &t PEARL where he
will commence an inspection of the Paciflc Ocean Areas, Accompaniel
by CinC Pac, he plans to leave the 14th by alr for outlying

positlons and expects to make BRISBANE the wegtern 1imlt of
hls inspection.

Agaln today routine searches and strikes in the central
SOLO¥ONS were hampered by bad weather, There were no major alrhtinss
excopt large concentrations of enemy ships at RABAUL and in the
STORTLANDS area. Ground activity on GUADALCANAL 1a proceeding

satisfactorily, preparing for the offensive scheduled for
January 17th (Local).

Taskforces 65 and 69 arrived at NANDI. TP 18 1s
scheduled to arprive at HAVANNAH HARBOR, EPATE the 16th, local.

Cominch has deferred the program to replace PBY's ir.
the Pacific with PBM-3¢c airplanes. The War Department adviaes
no air reenforcements for the ALEUTIANS are in pProspect except

for the 12 P-38's belng winterlized and the 8 B-25's enroute,
(Cominch 122050).

CTF 8 reports that the occupatlion of AMCHITKA 1is pro-
ceeding on schedule. A plane reported that the WORDEN fcundered

at AMCYITKA,
There were no new enemy developments.
AL

c,;r’ \.-
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SECHET
Japuary 13th,

The schedule for inapection of outlyling nositlons by
JecnAav and Cinepac i8 In linepac 130445, axcent that the .17 LMNE
visit nrobanly is cancelled,

The TOKYO express of A LDa wes rerorted enroute ¥ ilAl-
CANAL bSut no word of ita arrival has been received, It would
he onnosed by the PT patrol near ZAVC and 5 LDs Yased In the
T1.A%I area, Enemy planes were renorted over Uil AiAL last
nirht.,

The B2°1ALE airstri» is now renmorted surfaced hut no
nlinar ware seen on it, There nre sone Indiantions of mirfiaeld
construction underway near CAVE M/ 3I0I, WUCMATIILI, The
KAVITNG field i1s beinp imnroved,

The ART'T'R MIDLIET.N went aeround at ..'!! ITr.A. Troops
of the IR AR operntion had haen 1landed, Urforts to flont the
veasal are underway,

Ho new enemy developmfntn Ara ssen,

gud )

Jomaowannac 13113f 15’4ﬂnernl YmaArthur'e amnlirieation
of hia concention of hia Tﬂl darnatch reeardineg msks T.. aAnd
THREE, Tf u confarance with ‘dmirals ilimitz and alse in -eld -
which “eneral “acArthur discouraces ~ 377 +.'i< 18 surpestad as
the meesting nlace,

mna o“ th CLILINGTY . ofTerdglve wan \Ie to-
dnyv n wiliQSQ Adgiral lsev fo whntevo hﬁ\\
worth

‘lm
Januarv 1lLith, !

The TC(:YC Express of nine Lls ren last nicht as expected,
‘Ihile early reports give nartial account of own mttacxs, 1t s
not known whether or not the enemy was successful in 1ak1nn a
landing at GUADALZANAL, Durine the nicht TM7.A%1 latelinms
tracked and attacked the DDs, 3eginning after daylipght and con-
tinuing durinp the day strikes wera mede from SUADALTCIAL, Hta
were clalmed by "= and P T's, and near migass by 3178, The net
result seems to be two enemv UDs damared,

Ground mction on AADALZAVAL is procresaine favorshly,

Our subhmarine near TALAD attacked a convoy snroute from
there to DAVAC nand sucneeded in sinkine two marus,

f Cont inued)
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AT

L sl

Janusry 1hth, (ontinued)

Ho further word was recelived rerardine the .o L
operation,

It continues to be indicate’ that tha enam Is foralng
un for mator operations In the Jouth, ‘la mmjor moves in mny
other direct ion are seen,

The "ecnav and Admiral Mimitz denarted cor VIlfiLY, -
the flrat eten of their inspenction trin
Fx‘}’
Januarv 15th, b

Routine air strikes, searchen, and nhoto missions were
conpleted in the Centrml “0ILMCYT, (ur nlrnea over !TNDA ree
ceived heavy A\, and report the lnndinn strip In use, .waln
it is daﬂonstrated that bomhardment and nom:inw of enemyv nlr-
fields can he exnected to ~ut. the flelds nut of corm:iscslon for
A few hours,

Enemy harmssing nlanea ware over our 10LLILTA poal -
tionﬂ durine the nirht, ILand operutions there are prorreasineg,
An offense 13 scheduled for the 12th local and will he nTe~
ceded by hombarément from Tour "Ds,

Admiral !llalsey 18 not satisfied with the recention me-
rorded to the last Tokvo Kxpress., lin interception was ranorted

h¥ the I'"T's and "Ds and sir railod to attank affectivel: during
the annronch,

There is a shortare of torpedoes for the 'nlue . Ts,

A command embracing PT squadrons ané their tendera in
7nlac has been annroved by Zominch.

The iGth Lefense 3nttnlion will be sent from VEN-L to
SUOLRITY UANTC, available for transfer to forward peslitions,

The LY. has besn refloated and placed in the floating
dry dock at HUTMIEA, Deamare was extensive and the ship will
renuire navy yard repairs,

The MIDDLETUN which grounded at AN ITFA is in a bad
wav, nglnerooms and firerooms are flooded, and the gala which
caused her pgrounding hes not abated, No rurther word has hesan
recelved rerardine the reported loss of the OMDEN. Anide from
this the JRUWIAR operation 13 nroceedinre aatlafactorily,

There are no new enemy developments,

SRR
4

127¢
L.




ERCRET MEADQUARTERS OF .
OOMMANDER IN CRIXY, U. S. PACIFIC F1ERT

January 15, 19%).

By heavy surfece losses inflieted, ioularly éur-
ing the last threes months of 1942, r losses pre-
viously inflicted, and continual victoriss over whe
enemy's airoraft, we have secured effective command of

the air and prodable cosmand of the sea in the GUADAL.
CANAL areda.

The situation at the GUADALCANAL - TULAGI base is
favorable, but before it can be oconaidered sstisfactory
the following remains %0 be done:

(a) Relief of the 2nd Marine Divieionm, nd.gnnuol
for orderly replacements of tired amd sick Arwmy
troops.

(v) Liquidation of remaining Japs {abous 15,000),

{ 1ot f storage ashore ioularly rer
°) ‘.""Tiumﬁ.ﬁom.. . » pare ad

() Completion of landing stripe snd fasilities asw
underway and projested,

{e) Provide airereft %0 capacity of airfieclds aad
ocomplete the %9 maintain theme fields
saturated wi reraft,

(f) Provide sdequato unloading facilities at beashes,

with roads, vehicles, ete., %0 expediteo Adlssri-
bution,

(g) Develop PORT PURVIS as a large anshorege.

-l-
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Our other adjacent basest

(a) mﬂ is an excellent ::rnu. poimt,
It':uo be dorcnﬂor n:é::&:. cns 18 )

(o) is under deve A a8 & major base, VWiSh
svelopment of RIPIRITU JANTO end the

sion of projecta in the OGUADALGARAL ares, W
will deorease in

(e)MlnnM“mM REPIRYTIVU
anéd NOTAEA but offers 4ispe fasilitise
for airoraft and surface shipe.

(4) ZIJX is of importance mainly as a staging poim,
Enexy basest

(a) A first class base at RABAUL with Shree sirfields
in the immediate vioinit lus one ab GAMMATA,
south oentral coast NEW

() to the northward is imown to be under
ocontinuous development,

(o) %hﬂ an air strip and is being developed fur-
.

(a) is inaoctive but oan be used with relatively
% effom,

{e) The AUIN - FAISI - SHORTLAND area is a
t of majo An astive ie

) o ions.
B:mmnMommmmmn

) De
()&ms«mmtmumn

(g) In the NEW GROROIA MUNDA 1s an active aim~

field and the arsa e « Other pro-
eots are Mnt'!l-"m‘mGnm,
10, and ninor points,
{nh) mantnmhuﬂuh-
. !
=de
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SEQRET

{1) Several bases are under develc on the nerth
‘coast of NEW CUINEA, such as VEX, MADANO,
and WEWAK, The enemy continues %0 o ‘orm
the IAR = SALAMAUA area. In She region %

appears that our forces have effective eomtrol.

During the past months the enemy has beea develop
the central X0 N3 area snd the northeast oocast of
GUIREA. Our forces have been developing she OUADALCANAL
area and supporting positions. When adequate forees are

avallable we x:omo t0 continue our offensive with a view
t0 the final defeat of the memy,

(2) Basognition of she Inesative.

The broad tasks for the Pucific Ocesn Aress are set forth
in WPl 6-PC,

Operations in the SOLOMONS Area are unier the broad 4diree-
tion of the Joint GChiefs of Bteff. Their last directive

dated July 2, 1942, provided for the recspture of the
GUINRA - 2 TR AR o resTri,of e B

- seisure and oooupation of JANTA CLUZ IS.
LANDMI end adjacent positions,

seimure and oo Sion of the remainder

of the N ISLAND®, LAR, UA and northesst socast
of NEW GUINEA,

- i 1 3§ of RABAUL old-
Ja«%ﬂl ﬂ w&mm - =l IRELAND -:2.
(3) Annreciation of the Assigned Obisetive.

Task ONE, not yet completed, is under the direetion of She
Commander in Chief, U. 2, Pavirle Fleet. Authorisy was

by the Commander in Ohief, U. 5. Pacifio Fleet, %0 delay the
ocoupation of the at um‘u- of Oommander

Soutsh Paocifio Foroe. 8 project may ba considered abandomed,
at least for the time bdeing,

The Supreme Commander, Jouthwest Pucific Ares, has beem

directed to sutmit a plan for Tusks TWO gnd TRER %0 the Jeims
Chiefs of Stare,

nommtonorﬁmumum-qumu vis
nmz-um“wwm’mmuam
Paoifio campaign would de in four stages:

% :
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% - Consolidation of own bases, snd preparation fer
offensive opsrations.

zg-nouptmorm area followed Wy at-
trision attaoks in the and MARSHALIS.

IFEEE ~ Selzure of the SAROLINES emd MARTIALLS.
Eﬁﬁg-uhuw-hnntm-!ﬂﬂﬁh!ﬂilﬂllﬂﬂﬂlﬂrﬂﬂﬁlb

Y is now merging wish she inisiatiam of

N sso&nmnum«mw

1942, s have nos been projeeted than the
) Area and along the northeast ocoast of JEN

(4) Tonéikien of the Misaton.

[

It 1s oted that the directive for Tasks WO and
THREE. if reissued by the Joint Chiefs of SRarr

will
contain the -g:oiﬂo tasks and purpose of the seeond
stage :ﬁ the Pacifioc Campaign. No material chaage i .
.!p.ﬂ .

(5) Soome of this Estimate.
The oouree of the Paoific wer $o0 4ate has made the

GUADALCANAL area the poimt of contact with the cammy ia

the eastern Qm eree and the matural jusp

off plase for the o0 up the is

estimate is limited to a study %

.dmo..

B. Iaaaibllity and AcoepAabilAAY as o Relative Pighalng Shrensth.
(1) Sucvey of Means Avallahla and Ovoosed.
(1) Polisdoal Fagtara.
.L.nu.mtununmmummm.

J
There 0o indisation of lack of pudlio of war

« Being a dlosatorship, Japan osn modilise efficieat-
1y all rescurces under her oomtrel,

Relations with other Axis Yowers have had 118t1e of-
feot on the Paocifio War,
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(11) Eoonomiq Yastors.

Japan has an effriofens o isation %0 prepare and
Sipply the armed foroes wish sinews of war, Mar
mh are willing % acoept greas sacrifices., MNer eso-

o ocapaoity, at this stage of she war, however, 1is
greatly under that of Ameriee

Only a small part of Americsn war production is being
allotted to the Pacirioc,

(111) Ravehalecical Faghora.

The morale of the J people ean W ccusidered
high, There is some ocation of a lowering of the morale
of troops in conteot with she Allies in the "

no

area but this cen not be taken as indioating
“the dullt of her Sroops.

In training and experience the Japanese armsd forees
have demonstrated themselves 0 be & formidable foe. MNavel

omlntionl, in partioular, are extremely skilful in both
p ing and execution,

It would be a great mistake to underestimate She
Japanese,

momnmmhmm»mﬂrmmmﬁ.
gratifying degree, oreased taxation and ressrietions
will tend to lower oivilian morals. There is greas danger

in lstting the war dm out, People will olamor for Fe-
sults that they ocan erstand,

(1v) Iaforpation sand Oounter-Iaformation Measures.

Because of a general tightening of Jepanese ocmmM-
Snamy plane aDE depiopiem Tros” aer oy Lafomation of
oNAmYy p on 8
must rely heavily on traffic analysis, OCaptured
ocontinue to be an exeellent soures of infomwtion of
events but rurely rforetell she future, laok of
riocation of ng units has reduced the value of dires-
tion finding. Prisoners have been of 1i%tle value in
estimating the future., The natural tendency of the J
wgm”‘h-t information %0 themselves uol'm:

On the other hand, onrfpm eseps Japan well pegted
on the progress of our war effors,

-5-
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APD
AVD
ACY
AP

AO
LCT(5)
LCP
ICI
LST
LsI
Lovp

.
(1) Sqxrfnee.

.l Aora b (a) Baxas (a)
3 8 {4) ¢ (r) (e)
4 8 (8) ° (9)
8 3 (8) 7 (3)
4 8 (7) ] (e)
7 8 (7 ] (e)
8 2 (2) 2 (1)
63 60 (76) 118 {110)
3 38 (87) 83 {(8)
3 10 (9) 13 (18)
4 4 (3) 4 (3)
4 ) ? 3 ?
1¢ 22 (90) 88 (80)
8 7 (8) 10 (®)
19 24 (83) 28 (98)
20 4 t 90 ass

pon . ’ Fesifte

801 3) | 9 @ .'r.:g.“
® 30 47 T ams

Msirte

? ?

| ? T

Hl'&gn:n thesis ek s of ol
& p !ltum els o0 asdeun oxnpes

on last 18 menths,

s
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(11) Alr. (In South Pagific) Levels emly)

7.5 4 Jan, 18 April 1B Mix 1B
VP 138 (1¥7 158 144
VvsB 108 (107 108 144
B M (41 30 36
VPB {sea) )} 36 36
VPB (land) - 24 30
photo) ¢ (8) 18 18
vos ™ {61 o8 ot
VR MM 38

E Strongﬂu for m: 18 are purely eonjectural and are

based on normal expeotancy as to pilot and airplane
allooationa and on mintenance of present ratio as
between FNorth, Central and South Pacific requiremsnts,

2. VP strengths inocludes ons VMO squadron operating fighters.

Ss All strengths are unit .L uipment not ineluwding .rn
Aotual strength entered parenthesis for Jan.

based on last report plus those enroute with Marine Alr
Oroup TWELVE,

J.C.3. 97/8, approved October £7, 1948 1s thw only avail-
able basis of strength estimation of Army Alr in th
Pacifie. This paper nng.umu that "-=the Wapy De-

partmente=(will)-=ingure flow of re nte-=(ets.)",
and there 1s no @ rective for inorease the figures
for 1 January 1943,

J.0.5. 97/8 Astunl

A Jspuary
VP 178 186
MB ] 2
AB 70 O
mo'ro *(Pes8) = 1

~— -
immlm(NM)mu of whieh

an wiknown mmber temporarily in Pu'l.

ale
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SECHRET
{111) Treons.

Availadble for offemsive operetions beyond GUADAL-
CANAL in acoordanes with the tadle below.

. e S

nons

bious nene 3 8
Defense h&t. none b § ¢
Raider Batt, Marine none 4 4
Oarrison Regts., Ammy none 3 ¢

A. Arxy Amphibigna Troonst

Yo troops in the South Pasific Ares are now

trained for bious cperations and none there are nﬂlrrln.
such training. For the predictadble future, therefore, no Army

troops will be available for offensive set{on involving landing
against opposition. It is quite probadle that in future opera-
tions Army troops can bs used to infiltrate over an undefended
beach and then progesd verland against a defended area,

B, Merine Asphibious Troopa:

All Marine amphibious troops in the loush Paoifie
Area are comitted at CACTUS. Agoording to prospestive dates
of vl thdrawal and the period required for rehabdilitatiom, 1t
is estimated that regimsnts now in the area will becoms ready
for furthsr offensive operations as follows: Snd and 6th Reg-
iments = May 1;0th Regimsnt - June 16,

The regimsnta of the 3rd Marine Division, nome of
which have yet lesft the United 3tates, should de ready for of=
fensive action in the South Faoific Area as follows: Oth Regh.
= Feb, 15; 8lat Regt. - Mar, 15; 83rd Regt. - Apr. 18, The
situation as to Marine arphidious troops may de improved if the
Armry takes over the defense of 3ANOA,

C. Maxioa Dalanss Mastaliena:
Naring defense battalions now in the area are as

follows:!
SAMOA 1 Snd, 7th, Bth,
FUNAFUTT s sth.
EFATE 3 4th.
UUADALGAFAL-TULAGT:  3rd, 9th, 1i%h, 14th.
PEARL EARBOR: 1088, Gue leave for abeus

PFedb, 1. 184h arrives
and should be Feady April 18,

8=
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SECREL

The 3rd and 4th Defense Hattalions are $¢ be Fo-
lieved for rehabdilitation, The 4th will not be again resdy

for 011.. t until about April 18th and the 314 about -ul.
Other battalions are committed with no reliefs in eight.

not used to relieve the 4th, The 18th, if organisation and
oquipping 1is expedited might be ready Mayl. Other battal-

iona will became available if the Army o8 over the Samoan
defenses.

D. Oerrison Irgops!

The u-ﬂ has 13 infantry regiments plus 1 infantry
battalion and & regiments less 1 battalion in the South
Pacific Area, and there are £ Marine garrigon regiments in
SANOA. Al ghuo troops are committed to defense positions,
If the Army takes over SAMOA, the 3 Marine regimsnts there will
be tmained for amphibious operations and will not be used for

rrison purposes. The JUADAICANAL area will require from 8

o 9 infantry regiments. However, if a northward move io made
defense requiremsnts will be léssensd in rear areas and tie
garrigsons at NOUMRA, EPATE, and FIJI can be reduoced. There is
also thn possibility that additiona)l NEW ZEALAND troops may be
made availadble. The eatimates in the table are based on all
tth:: fore~oing contingencies and may readily be subjeoct to
ahange,

(1v) agiatien.
There are no insupsradle istis diffieulties.

Adequate support of all kinds i{s available 2o the ares.

The
usual diffioculties which are met when landiig on beaches with
no facilities will have to be overocome,
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(v) Surfaes.

Note: Figures are the best availadble and are
subject to oconslideradle errer, This i
isularly true of srulsers and destrey-
ers. These figures are deliberately oon-

servative,
Jan, 18 3 Fusber believed
i Jap Favy LRk 1D 2AAL YL
9 10
47 G-7 88
7=-8 14 4
10 81 Several
40 plus 111 18 plus
3 3 None
30 78 14
10 80
[} % plus

18-18

(vi) Aip. - Saval Atr,

This doss not include ship based planes. Alse,
there is insuffieient informmtion to estimate Army

air s o It sesss probable that Army air is
moving in%o the South Pacifio,

VP ==e 13

“ - .. u

VHB wee 81

VP aee 34

SeaplanssTs Total 348

NARIARAD and CAROLINED

nea80 Total 138

Total 208
o 1286




NARSHALLS apd OILIERIS
v’ - w
YAB <-- o4
" A n
Seaplaws 84 Total 140
total whieh it 1s beliewmd 18w

Orand
ally possidbl

Noset

g
p:

t in the 3outh Facifie:

st
11
28

Total 608

Dotailas of above in ICPOA eetimabe, alptmuhed,

(vil) Troona. = 3euth Paoifie.

mmn---------n-onls'm
Oarrisons = BISMARK = SOLONONSe = - = 10,000
Troops available for assignment - - = 38,000
m - = . W Om " e B e W 7.m
Total troops 3South and

Southwest Pacifie - - = 80,000

Hotet! Detalle of above are in IOPOA estimate attashed.

It 1s delieved that the adbove are mxismm
ures. Troops are continually moving to Wthe
a3ed and a large and woll treuined reservelr
of troops is thought to be aveiladle to the
senemy from outside the area. Of the mmbers
indieated not all are efTeetives; that is,
some 50% may be eons \ engineers, lab-
orers, ground persomelifor airplanes, ste,
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SECRET

(2) an-

Information aveilahle to the Commander in Chier, U. 3,
Paoific Fleet, 1s striotly limited. .ources are sailing diree-
tions, charts, mono hs of areas snd other data received from
NEW ZBALAND and AU , fhotogn is reconnaissance, sutmarine
reconnalssance, snd meagre infomation from psreons who have vis-
ited the area, The Commander, South Paoifio Area, may have bet-
ter detalled information from various persons -uﬁ loocal knowledge,.

For this estimate the study of the theatre is limited to
the SOLOMONT, with stress on J£oniblo mid positions between
QUAD, LCANAL sand the WIN - SHORTLAND area. Requirements for
airfield construotion are taken to be: reasonably safe approachi
adequate landing beach; adjacent terrain capable of deve
with personnel end material probably availadle and within a
reasonable time, Many other placee are mentioned bdecause of
other poseible military value, 3till other placee are menticuned
only beoause of the negative charsoter of the information,

JEM_GEOROIA GROUP

YIRU HARROR is conmidered an airfield poeeidility omly
because of the adJaocent level ground, Recause of limigted tumm-
ing space in the harbver it is not suitable for even moderate
sized vessele, A vessel of 3300 tons is the largest reported
there in the past several yeare., Photos show ox!l.'-ly dense
woods which extend to the water's edge, and no neardy siseadle
cogonut plantations are noted, The level ground is adous 150 f%,
above water level and the approach 1s stesp exoept at mmall
landings on both sidee just inside the harbor entrance, Be-
cause of the dense woods and unde the olsaring of aa
airfield would be a 4ifficult snd long undertaxing. The Jape
are reported to have used this as a seaplane base and stagisg
point for small oraft, No off shore anchorage is charted,

% is not 1isted in the seiling directions as s

2004 harbor, However, in the past two months the eneny has been
able to construct a good lsnding strip in the cosonus piantation
lt_xm ¢ Three entrances are possible but the one thru
HA is the only ons whioch esn be used by vesssls
drewing over about eight or nime feet. In a flat ocalm greater
draft oould be oarried over MUNDA BAR, but this oopdision will
not be met with often. DHreakera over this Bar are seen cosasion-
ally. The entrande vis ROVIANA LACCGON is studdsd witsh ocoral
heads and 1s suitable for small oraft only. Photos show that
there ia enough space in the MUNDA cocomut plantasion for e
bomber field, and this project is now uMerway by the enemy.

* The terrain to the northward of the sirfield is fairly flat s
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heavily wooded, It seems poesidle to approach the landing rield
from the north, landing on the coast be n WOOD¥ORD In.
and LXEVER ILm‘)ﬁR. Seaveral sultabdle landing nlaces are seen.

%VKR iﬁﬂog is reparted to be the best harbor on the
north ooast o 1 LCRGIA ICLARD, Adjacent oocoonut plantations
on level zround are sites oapabdle of development,

RICKE AMCHCAQE opn WEA AEORQIA IALAND s a roulblntr
algo but not enough 1s known about it to determine ite military
value.

!QIHORN .’L%? appears to be a good anchorage whioh
might be use ‘{ a division of transports. The beaches are
only fair and will present landing diffioultiee, AN/NIEL 13-

L to the nltnrg of the sound is reported ocapasle of air-

field development in cooonut plantations, This sound provides
an approach to NUNDA,

%E (NXW GREORGIA) 18 by hearsay a deve at pos-
sibility. 8 beer used rather extensively bdy ing

sohooners, and there is adjacent level terrain,

No sultabdble anchorages are Xnown b etwesn NJAl PASOAGE
and VIRU H.ARBOR,

y#xﬂ_;w is interesting because of WICKHAM AN-
CHORAQCE, e western entrance is reported deep emough for esll
vessels, but a turn to the right of abous 160° in very restriet-
o water would embarrass msdium and large veassels, e enswmy
had a oruiser or large destroyer in this anochorege in Deoember
1942, looal knowledge might make the emtrance esasier than the
ochart shows, Photos and desariptions show dense woods in the
vioinity, No reasonahly olear level site near the ancho

suitable for an airfield is imown, whioch adjo L 1
the eastward is poorly surveyed and navigable only mall srefy,
No airfield sites seem probedle on its bordering . e

MAROVD %000! area to the north of YAND'™U I~ LAND seems a

sibls an omi The shoals mm-hmvtm dirfi.
oult. The KI PENINSULA to the south of the is
mountainous and densely wooded, An inspeation of the ohart fails
to reveal an airfield site, Very little is known of the south-
western snd southern aides of V ISLAND, Approaches have

not been surveyed, Like the western side of shis 1lsland, this
region 1s presumed to be densely wooded and rugged,

%}2@% is reported %o have coconut plantasions
on the nor ore, Approaches have not been surveyed
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W is rugged and densely wooded to the
water's edge. o southern ocoast is almost precipitous and is
fringed with a reef, On the northern ooast WAUCH AAY affords

& snAll anchorage and NEIGALL PAY also is an anchorege. WNeither
Ssems suitable for sny other purpose.

VA ISLAND is entirely mountainous and deasely
wooded, e slte is seen, HENALD COVE and RENDCYA HARe

BOR are temporary snchoruges, but the latter has a very trioky
entranoce oalled RENARD ENTRANCE,

\A 3 is densely wooded and rugged. The
shore line 1s eC oharted, ing schooners were able
to find indifferent anochorage in numerous small bays, Too lis-
tle is known of this {sland to 40 more than say it 40es not
look promising for any military purpose.

The chart indloates that KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND may have
some possibilities., Thae sailing 4ireotions show several places
that may be used by veasels having local lmowledge. The village
on the southwast ooast 1s near a ococonut plantation and an ap-
proach thru a coral reef 1s shown at two places, Mangroves are
reported to the waters edge and the whole island densely wooded,
Further reconnaissance ia necesssry in order to state more of the
military wvalue of this island, [he Japs are xnoun te be develoning
VL4 on the south coast,

g 3 is of no valus as far as the present es-
timate is conoerned,

W is too little known here t0 make any
;tatmmts value beyond saying that it dces not look promis-
ng.

SRIZRUL LOLAD

Wlil comparatively unknown, The MANNING
3TRAIT area may be capa of devel for air ut not enough
is kmown to state, SALIKANNA and WAOINA ISLANDS, for ls,
have cooonut plantations and amall landings. DBeoause 1003 now-
ledge would be muumb.hm vessela ocould not rely on oharts

or sailing direotions, velopment in this area as a small araft
staging point seems feasible, CHUISEUL BAY in the northerest

iz a fairly good herbor for mmall vessels, There are aéjaocen
oocoonut plantations,

ASAREL LSNP
is the most interesting place on this island,

The enesty has developed it as a sesaplane base and may be build-
ing airfields on nearby level ground which has severel o0o0oomus
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plantations, The bay is seven miles long snd from 2 - ) miles
wide, easily entered thru the charted smtrances, Seversl aood
anchorages are avallahble and plotures show adequate landing
beaches for all pur-ose:, There are numerous places which oan
be used as sumall oraft staging points., M..RINGE LAGLON s a ool

anohorage for vessels up to the size of oruisers, It is 85 miles
north of GUADALCAMAL,

The W which inoludes MUIN, FAISI, and
TUNULEI is sdequate fOr large forces and ocapahle of cons{dere-~
ble development, At least two landing fields have been oon-
struoted in the area - at BUIN and at BALLALFE I=LAND, TOUNGIRI
harbor is sheltered and suitabdle for a tender anchorage. No at-
tempt 15 made here to set forth information contained in the
salling direotions, Photo reconnaisssance is not adequate to plan

detalls of developmant or to complate plans for the reduction cf
the alea,

BOUGAINVILLE Isihg and MEA ISLAND have been used

by the enemy and are r er development, KIETA is now
inactive but has a landing strip and seaplane anchorage, The
harbor is not the best but oan take one or two large vessels.
The entrence should” be used with ocaution. At WEKA PASCAOR there
has been an sirfield for months and development is oontinuing.
At NUMA NUMA airfield construotion is reported. QUEEN CARULA
HARR and FMPEROR AUGU3TA HAROR are staging anchorages,

The whole of the 30LOMUNS are moet unhealthy for troops,
malaria is rempant in all parts, Excessive rain and humid at-
mosphere is not oconduoive to comfort,

The southeast trades begin in May mmd oontinue %0 Ootobde
or, During this period more than 835 percent of the winis are
easterly, and 60 percent are from the east to southeast. Frem
November to April the winds blow predominantly between northeast
and nortiwest., Winds of atorm foroe are prectiocally unknown at
any time of the yeer, snd tropical :Iolom- seldom affeot the
area, From December to Maroch the rainfall is exoesdingly heavy,
although ample rain falls throughout the year.

-15.
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Significant distances are:
GUADALCANAL to:  ESPIRITU SANTO 865

WNUNDA 180
REXKATA 140

BUIN Yoo

KIFTA 3258

BUKA &00

RABAUL 565

RABAUL to: LAE 350
BUNA 3%0

MILNE BAY 80

OASMATA 70

MILNE BAY to:  MUNDA 430
REKATA 525

BUIN )85

KIETA %10

BIKA 390

(3) Conolusions as %o Relative Fighting trensth.

(1) The enemy has greater $roop strength in the area

at present, As time gsoes om and our training and rehadil-
itation program takes effeot and® if more Army troops are
made available for treining, we will gain the advantage,

At present the lack of ready azphibious o is the
bot:hnook of our preparations for further onsive
action.

(11) Enemy surface luﬁoriorlty will eontinue for at
least three more months,

(111) Enemy shore based air is no longer superior in the

“OLOMUNE and our adventage should inoreasse marikedly dure-
ing the next few nmonths,

(1v) The enemy has the advantage of positions in the
SULOMONS, and the 1slands to the northwestward thereof.

=16=
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As this study oconoerns an advance by us, own courses will

be oonsidered first, Tho the eheny may be passing to the
atrategic d.nl‘omuvo‘i as indloated by his strengthening of the
]

northeast NEW GUIREA, it 1a quite possible, psrhaps probabdle,

that he will make further major efforts ageinst GUADALCANAL, We
know that he is atill rounding up airoraft and Army troops from
various other areas snd bringing them to the SCLOMON3 area. How-
ever, this study is based on the assumption that such efforss will
fall and in their failure will leave us at least as stiong in
comparison to the enemy as we now are,

B. Survey of Courses of Aotign.

We will base our study of own courses on One WMOr'e ASSURp-
tion, viz: <that the northeast NEW OUINEA operations oan be con-

duoted without considerable diversion of strength from the Jouth
Pacifio Area and Pacific Flest,

The oholce of courses resolves itself into s cholioe of the

next objective to be captured. The poesibls objeotives are taken
to be:

{1; RABAUL

2} BUKA

3) KIETA

4) BUIN=PAISI

5) Intermediate position betwesen WUIN and OGUADALCANAL-
TLAGI, (A study of the last ie stressed in Seotion 1),

This 1ist omits any unococcupied aites from W/IN to the north-
westward,

There are atrong reasons why enemy basee with alrfields
are our primary objeoctives, viz:

{a) The diffioulty of establishing ourselves and bullding an

airfield olose to an enemy airfield whioh is already in
operation,

(b) It is the quickest way to get an airrield for ourselves,

«l7-
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Before prooeeding with a oconsiderstion of Shese o)
Jeotives, the following "values” are set down:

(a) Dive bombing i{s the most socurate form of bamb-

:ﬁo- radius of eotion of Tesent dive bombers, abouts 300
8,

(b} Effeotive redius of other bombers: U.-, Reavy
700 miles, U.9. and Jap imtermediate 600 miles,

(o) When operating ageinst a base defended by £4 re,

bombers requirs fighter escort, Average effective ue
of fighters: Japenese 3500; present U.:, 250 (P-38's 330},
future V.3, trw?'soo.

(d) FPighters are by far the best defense against
bombing. To be most effeotive, they need (a) farflung air
warning net, (b) radar,

{e) Initial) air operations on newly seised air fields
are greatly hampered due to laok of bulk storage for gaso-
11:110 and unloading facilities for gasoline and other ®u1p~
plies,

{f) It 1s highly desirable for an air base perhape
oritically so, that there be a seocurs anchorage a‘or surfaee
ships from which the airfield 1s easily accessible.

{g) In the initial stages after seizing an airfield,
most important assistance ocen be furnished by air trensport,

(h) The threat to communiocations constituted by snemy
air foroces within range has been confirmed by this war
partioularly when such foroes flank the line of mlutlua.

(1) The logistic and military lugspa't for prectieally
all of the allied effort in the 2CLOMC 3EA AREA comes from
the United States,

(J) The land in the SOLOMON TRA AREA ia prectically
devold of communicationa, T™is oondition is sccensuated in
KEY GUINEA by the Owen Stanley Range.

«18-
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C. Applkcation of Teats.

From a gonsideration of the foregoing the following pre-
liminary oonolusions are drawn:

(ahlt is sapparent. that the Ja se position in the
NFW BRITAIN AREA is s most diffioult one to outflenk, The
bypassing of one or more of ths enamy positions, even to the
point of making RADAUL the first objeotive, offers stroag

temptation. Towever, the folloings factors point toward oon-
servatism in this respeot:

(1) The system of bases that the Japanese hold ocutside
of NEW GUINEA - 1,9, KAVIPNG, TABRUL, YXA, KIRTA,
FUIN, and OASMATA, are nutunhy supporting and none,
even RABAUL, may be considered a keystone, whioch ir

oaptured would cause ths rest of the system %0 00l-
lapse,

(2) Even Af all of northeast NEW GUINEA wers in Allied
hands, it would not constitute the base of operatiocas
which its atretegic position wouléd intioste, This ia
due to its laock of land cormuniocations. Its rpal
communioations are flanked by enemy bases,

(3) The real ocommunication line of any base we seized
would unavoidably be flanked by the enemy bLases W
bypassed, Thus it may be said that our advance ocan-
not escaps being of a frontal nature,

{4) In order to establiah a bams successfully with ome
Or mOTe enemy bases in our rear, or % seiss two or
more positions simultaneously, we would require a

preponderance of strength whioh is certainly not in
sight for the near future,

(b) It 18 belisved that the need for continuing our of-
fensive and keeding the pressure on the enemy will prevent us
from waiting until we have such a large superiority that we
gan afford to take a step forward which wm’gp.u uni strong
base of the e e It 18 also apparent that miles is the
?ruont outside limit at which really effective air support

dive bombers with P-)8 righters) can be rurnished from one
of our air bases (in this cass CAOTUS)., Insids of that renge,

the effeotivenees of the sir support will inorease proportion-
ally as the range deorsases,

-19-
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D. Batained Courss of Astian.

It is therefore decided herewith that our next objeotive

in the SOLOMUNS will be BUIX or a position short of IN, This
will be further disoussed in Jection IV, .

111,

In general it 18 believed that the enamy is capable of
further offensive moves against our South Pacifrio ‘gout. ons, par-
tioularly GUADALCANAL, but it ie quite possible, that, due to

the losses he has suffered in previous attenpte,he may have passed
to the strategio defensive in this area.

In the Central Pacific area there is eve indicstion
that the enemy is on the defensive, This may not by oholes
but beoause the South Pacifio venture does not leave -urnu-ni
strength to do anything elee, The ococupation of the GILAERTS i»
a minor affair end further extension southward from thers would
be opposed from FUNAFUTI, When and if the enemy estabdlishes a
atrong defensive position in the SJouth Paocific whiech will permais
enployment of carrier siriking foroces elsswhere, the probadility

of raids on our outlying Central Paoifric positions will % in-
oreased,

In the North Paoific the Japs are intrenched at KISKA
and oen e expeoted to stay there until we oooupy that place,

There 1is no evidence of dssire.ex oa oity to move eastward along
the ALBUTIANG, pe

The enemy is in good control of the PHILIPPINES and I,
Complsoent natives in oooupied regions sxoeps for parts of CHINA

and the PHILIPPINES, plus propaganda will permit and even facil-
itate sarly exploitation unlese the Allies oan prevant,

The defensive position of JAPAN 1s nowhere ssriously
threatened at the moment. Although their offensives have been

stopped on all fronts, dapacity for defense is not disturded te
any signifioant o:un‘.

B. Irobable Ensmy Ocurses of Aotien.

As indicated above, it now appears that the enemy mo
longer has cepaocity for fur‘hn e

of action, therefore, sesms to be to maintain e strong defensive

M
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position on all present fronts until sxploitation of gains have
made her Asiatic position too st for she Allies t0 4o more
than scoept a sta te, and thus give Japan her ultimate wr
aim of complete hegemony in the far east,

Such a brosd ocourse of action does not rule ous of-
fensive moves in selsoted sectors to enhance overall defense,
These must YHe expescted, and may inolude:

(a) Purther attempts to oapture or at least neutrelise
JUADALCANAL,

(b} Rstablishment snd strengthening of outlyl sitions
in the SOLOMONS end NEW GUINEA to provﬂa':onuu in

depth for the BIMARK ARCHIPELAGO, smd to provide

bases for attrition attacks on M.hod shipping and
poeitions,

(o) Attacks on our 1imes of communications employing sub-
marines, air snd surface foroes,

(a) g,ul{dz on our sdvanoed positions from MIDWAY to GUADAL~
AL,

(e} Troop movements toward INDIA,

(r) Politiocal snd 5th Column aotivities in INDIA,
(g) Raids toward north and west AUSTRALIA,
(h) Raids in the ALEUTIANS,

It is considered oertain that eny offensive moves by ws
will cause a strong resotion on the part of the enexy and that
he will resist our advance hLitserly.

-2~
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IV. JELBOTION OF THE ERST QOURSE OF ACTION.

The choloe for our next objeotive in the SVLOMORS has
been narrowed to:

{a) The PUIN-SHORTLAND-TONOIEI base,
(v) In NEW OBORCIA OGroup.

() In CHCIIRUL Island. .

(4) YSARRL ISLAND,

With considerations of airfield, airfield site, and
suitable hy raphy in mind it will be seen from the information
listed in Seotion I. (admittedly inoomplste) that the outstand-
ing possibilities rfor our next objeoctive are PUIN, MUNDA and RE-
KATA, These will be considered in detail,

B R-JORIANDS

In this area the enemy is developing a major staging
point and forward defense position for RABAUL, There are $wo
active airfields, i,e,, and BALLALE, and some indications
of another under oonstruotion near ECIN, SHeaplane operetions
are feasible. The exmot defenses and numbder of troops are nos

;:nown, but enough 1s imown to state that the area is held in
oroe,

SHORTLAND ISLAND i{s )00 miles from HENIERSON FIELD -
the limit for SBDs, It is %651111.. rrmmu - nﬂ within
bombi from there, IS is also wit easy hom renge
of nuﬁ,m NUMA, XIKTA, GASMATA, REKATA, mh. n!n other
words the snexy oan bdomd wish fighter cover, fram nine active
airplane operating positions as egainst our one at GUADALOANAL,
This situation is made more favorabdls ror the enemy if the total
possible oombaSant ocarrier deocks on each side are oed within
range, On this basis 1% is reasonable to ass\me we oannos
hope for eir superiority during seimure snd development unless
the eneny has been reduced to the point that he basn's the air-
oraft $o put on the flelds, W¥Wish his adilisy to move in airereft

from other areas this situation will probhabdbly not be drought
about prior to our advanoce,

Our line of oomswunicasion to0 BUIN will of oourse b
flanked by MUNDA or any other intermediate air bese the Jap may

dsvelop., Also, as has deem pointed ous, it is barely in remge
for our air msuppors,
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The harbdor area is adequate for any use we may sontem-
Plate. Whlle the ohart indicates three good entrances, there is
evidence that two of these are mined, Oovering forces $0 suppert
a landing should have no nnvlg:lml difrioulties except whea
within 40 miles of TONOIRI, y will, however, be subjeoted %0
ell forms of enemy aotion when northwest of GUADALCANAL,

Ir APAs are enmplo they (mm1§ a daylight landing)

g:nobnbly would be discoversd by about 0900 the day before the
ding and would be under continuous eir attack from them until

dark, If enemy tralling is efficient, and if he takes

aotion, it would be possible for the enemy to launoch a night DD

:ttagk on the approaching APs a little before dawn of the land-
ng day.

Even a later discovery would alert the defenses s0 that
no sush surprise as was effecsted on 7 August would de possibdle.

Our smployment of IS8T's would put less 8 in each
basgket but would not have much more chanes of surprise than APAa,

There is a possibility of tmw% Sroops %0 the
arsa from OUADALCANAL in landing orafs, 8 offers some chanoe

of undeteoted approach, but very little, for the night movemsnt
of the large enough number of these cnh required, and the hid-
ing by day, must be smong snemy-held islands,

- During Deoember She ensmy has developed at MUNDA a de-
fended landing strip capadble of operating bomders. Various air
strikes and one bomdbariment by our foroces have slowed down develop-
ment dut have not stopped the use of thias strip,

MUNDA oan bs considered witshin ememy bombing frea
THORTLANDS Area (two strips), BUKA, WUMA NUMA, XIETA, and A,
This gives (if we inolude thﬂ) six air poaltlom ‘.o Our one,
Here ugain, and on the same dasis as above, the enemy should
have shore based air superiority as regards numbers, The employ-
ment of CV based planes is somewhet more %0 our sdvantage than
it would be at BUIN as enemy OV planes over MUNDA from sastward
of the SULOMONY group could be expected to striks only. RBesed oa

ast parformance, we would hardly oxnot the enemy to oparato CVe
n the Eastern SOLOMON3 SEA, Also, ot oloee enocugh to MURDA

to be effective, snemy CVs would have t0 oome within renge of our
shore based air,

-2}
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The tpﬁmnh to MUNDA presents many 4ifficulties, Any
foroe enteri ATHORN SOUKD thru XCLA BAY must pass into restrie-
ted waters. Yot this seems the most favorable approach for APs,

A frontal landing from the south would require landing orart so
approach thru openings in the coral reef whioch ocam be eovered
easily from ashore, and which are narrow so as to prevent a broad

apnroach, No good anchorage is seen to the south of MUMNDA ror
transports or, later, for supply vessels.

The position of MUNDA, if a southern approach is used,
is favorable for operations of our oovering foroe, as the 10
"ON ohain gives oover from the northeast., We have the advantage
of a olear approach and retirement to the southwestward whereas

the enemy in aoting against our landing must enter end leave the
SULOMONS 9BA thru defiles,

If our landing were made in the KULA BAY area, thie ad-
vantage d4isappears,

ERKATA :

At present REKATA is only a sesplans base, but the large
number of Japs there recently and a recent repors from ailr recon-
naissance suggesta that they contemplate a landing strip in the
adjaoent cooonut plantations, If l‘-g.y do get well along with
such an endeavor, and if we oan take it as we 4id et GUADALCANAL,
30 muoh the better. In any event, the adjacent terrain seems %o
lend itself to rapid airfield conssruotiaon,

By air REKATA 1s 120 miles from OCUADALJANAL - within
easy air.mm{uni“dllnnoo. It 1e 190 miles from BUIN and 280
miles from . S, like MUNDA, it e frohnbu beyond range
of esoorting righters from « There is 1li8sle to choose be-
tween MUNDA and REKATA re ng vulnerabilisy to enemy shore

based alr, E carrier based air ocan be employed more readily
againat REKATA thean MUNDA,

Neither side has the advant in the off shore approeshes,
Major forces ocan operate with navigational freedom to the eastward,
With some navigationel hasard - bu Jouib an acoeptable one -
our CVs could operate to the north RU3CELL 131AND in suppors

of a selzure of REKATA and with laes probdadility of interfrerence
from enemy CVs,

The approach to HEKATA offers a fairly wide cholce for
lanalnf oraft, No frontal attaok is necessary. Prom me in-
formation of the terrsin, ani from recens photos, it seem
entirely possible to hn& on aocceplabls beachss ‘oth %0 %he norsh
and south of the harbor ares in order to envelop the defenders,
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Onoe in ocontrol of the harbor, a fine anchorege is availabdle
which should be safe from submarine attack, and which would
minimize night astack by DDs and smaller orarft. The APAs and

80 anchored would, however, have listls freedom of movement
during an air attaok,

It should be noted that the southeast $ip of ISAMEL

ISLAND offers an exoellent stagi int for landing oraft, The
run there is only 60 miles from %ABRLBAHAL, and the

run to REKATA of about 75 miles oould be coversed during darkness.

SQRUER PO TIONS

These are generally desoribed in the study of the
chareoteristios of the theatrs and are of interess mainly as
staging points for lmmding oraft, obdservation points, eto, Due
to our lack of oomplete knowledge of the thsatre under study at
this time, we may find that the Japs have started devel % at
points now not suspected, Put we are foreed to leave this pod-
slbility to the future, und assume that we have now covered all
suitable military poli‘ionc betwean UADALGCANAL and BUIN,

V. QOCNCLUSION,

(1) An attack for seizure of 3UIN, wishout oonnrtut
intermediete airfields to our own use, would probably
result in unacceptadls losses.

(2) The ocholce between MUNDA and REKATA, for our nexs

obiootin in the SOLOMUNS, 1s a 0lose one, but
hy phy makes the ht&or preferabdle - sven though
we have to tuild a field thers ourselves,
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BR TE ON TASK 2

TASK : Seigure of the remainder of the 3olamon lslandy

Lae, Salamaua, and ths northeast coast of New Guinea.

APPRECIATION OF TASK:

Our situation in the Solomons and an estimate of our
capablliities in the South Pacific area for reducing these
islands is included in a separate estimate to which reference
should bs made. The task as stated mentions the Bolomeons first.
This may be interpreted: (a) that operations there shall have
priority over those in New Ouinea; (b) that operations in the
3olomons and New Gulnea should be simultansous; (¢) that
operations in ths Solomons will be subordinated to thoase in
New Guinea. Prom the point of view of strategy, it is believed
that the operations should be simultansous for the following

TreaABsONst

(1) Would occupy enemy foroces on twe fronts and prob-
ably cause division of his forces and effort.
(2) Enemy concentration against one front would faellitate
our operations on the other front.
(3) Would parmit maximum e.fort being produced by both

‘ Sopac and Sowespad forces at the same time. This is ex-
tremely important because inaction in either area by mere
holding forces will debilitate them as much physically as
if engaged in active operations.
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(4) Our foroes in the two areae will be mutually

supporting and, except against surface forces approach-
ing from the north and west of New Britain, our major surface
forces from present bases oan cover not only operetions in the
Solomon Sea but also be in position to furnish a msasure of
support to the Midway-Oahu line, the holding of which ias the
Commander in C ief, Pacific Pleet's primary task.

(5) Will furnish a broad hase for opsreations instead

of requiring projection from one peint whioh will precduce a
salient with vulnereble flanks,

In view of the foregoing, the appreoiation of the task
indicates that operations in the Solomons and New Ouinea
should be simultaneous.

COURSES OF ACTION:

The remainder of this study will oonfine itself to oone
sideration of the New Ouinea area; that ls, to the capture of
Lae, Salamaus, and the northest coast of New Ouinea.

The allied position on the northeast ocoast of New Cuinea
1s that they hold the entire arsa oast of Jona with the exoept-
ion of one Japanese pocket in the vicinity of Seanananda. The
reduction of this pocket ig only a question of time, but 1t
may require such effort that further debilitation of om forces
in the area will result. As of this date, there are availadle
for effensive comdbat 6 infantry divisions; 8 of these are not
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immediately available for combat and will not be for seversl
months; 1 division is just now proceeding to the Buna area
to relieve divisions that have been in combat there. Austrellan
militia 1s considered unsuitable for any employment other than
garrison duty.. However, the militia should be employed to holad
Milne Bay and the Buna area when it has been consolidated. There
1s no doubt that the troop situation is bad but this is not taken
48 conclusive that no effensive operations are poasible for many '
months, This statement will be tested in the following.

The Japaness are now in ocoupation of the Mambare River south,
Selamaus, Lae, Finschafen, Madang, and Wewak on the north coast of
New Guinea; and, definitely, at Cape Gloucester and Casmats in
New Dritain, The strength at each of thess places 1s not known
but ia probably not over one or two thousand; if the Japansss are
following their usual method of holding with minimm forces until
& place 1s actually threatened., Each of these places, except the
Mambare River mouth, bas an airfield and this is thelr only
importance. Alr distances in nautical miles of these places
from Buna are approximately as follows;

Mambare . ...... B3
Salamaua . . . . . . . 147
80 « ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 4 00 . . 107
Finschafen. . . . . . « 170
Madang. . . . .. ... 87
Wewak . . . ., . .. . ., 438
,g::t&mnur « s s %g

=S
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¥We must face the faot that from 6 bases the Japanese are

within easy range of Buna. Any najor effort involving oom~
batant surface foroes in this urea could be undertaken only
if all these airfields were neutralised, Our available forces
are incapable of accomplishing this, so we must relect the
1dea of a major effort in this area at this time. However, if
we adopt a passive attitude on the northeast coast of New Culnes
a4t this time, we will play into the hands of the snemy. %e will
give him opportunity to develop: his airfields; bring in large
amounts of supplies, ammunition, and aviation gasoline; improve
the defenses of each base; and consolidate his holding on the
entire area. The only way to prevent this is to maintain a

continual pressure n the enemy,

What appears to be a sultable course of action, under the
conditions stated, is to reduce enemy control and positions by
infiltration; that is, to seize one position at a time, when
and &s we have the forces available, This ocourse should have
great effect in upsetting enemy plans because he would not know
where we would strike next; and it would retain an attitude of
offensive for us. This last 1s en important morale faotor, not
only for troops but for the Australian and American people.

The plan of operations under this course of aotion my
be boldly ocutlined as follows:

1, Improve own airfields so as to aooo-odito any type

plane in any weathsr. Provide adequate logistio support,

partioularly aviation gaeoline supply, bombs, and repaip
de
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facilities. This will involve movement of large volume of
cargo by water. Ws have meager information on how forces
in northeast New Cuinea were moved and supplied but we
do know that shipping was used to move tanks and other
heavy equipment to the combat area. The vessels used were
undoubtedly small because the waters do not permit the use
of large vessels and there 1s no knowledge of losses of large
ships. The chief requirements for this phase of the opere-
tions is for a large nugber of small vessels whioh can move
by night and hide during the day when under enemy alr rean:.e.
If the vessels required for this movement are not now avail-
able in the Sowespac area, they should be provided from
LST, LCT, and LCI(L) and be sugmented by vessels from
Australia. The Sopac aresa 1s at the moment unable to furnish
such vessels and 1ts eventual ability to do so will depand
upon the rate of flow to that area and the requirements in
the Solomons. It 1s contemplated that the movement of these
vessels to forward areas would be without surface support
but that they would be given air cover when required. The
initiation of these operations should begin immediately
within the means available and within 2 to 3 months should
build our air bases to the point where they can support
sustalined operations,
2. During the time when own bases are belng built up,
their secutity against Japanese attack must be ensured,
Apparently, the present lnuntloﬁ is to retain infantry
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of only 1 division in northeast New Guinea. The Austrelian
militia 1s considered suitable for garrison troope only,
but this should permit their use at Milne Bay, Tufi, and
the Buna area. W#ith our air o-uburahod in the area, the
Japanese will send no major amphibious expedition to attack
Buna or Milne Bay, Protootion against infiltration would
be the ohief requirement,

De During the period in whioh our own positions are
being consolidated, offensive troops will be resting and
reorganizing., Amphibious training should bs conduoted
during this period. This amphibious training should be
directed to preparing troops for the kind of operations
which are discussed in the following paragraph. ihen our
positions are consolidated, several divisions of troops
should be ready for further offenaive ooubat,

4. When the foregoing 3 phases have been completed,
troops and vessels will ba available for a move againat
Salamaua or Lae, It i contemplated that a move against
either or both these places will be made in LT, LCcT, LCI(L),
APc, or similar vessels. Any great concentretion of these
vessels at one place would be seen by enemy alr observation
80 dispersion snd individual wovement are indicated. The
Japanese have had mush sucoess with such opsrations and hawe
usually obtained their initial objeative before they were
discovered., Vessels are hidden by day or ocamouflaged to
Appear as lslands. The last part of the advanee to the

1307
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objective and the landing would be made at night., It 1s
contemplated that ths place selected for landing should

be undefended and that there would bs no necessity for naval
gunfire to cover the landing. The actual attack against the
obJective would be orthodox land warfare. The plan of op-
eriations herein visualized would also make use of commando
troops which are known to be under treining in Austrelia,
and parachute troops if such are avallable. Vnce it has
been determined to attack a place, the troops assigned to
the task should he in such superior strength that they can
acoomplish the task quiokly and not/:.o::rd dowms as has been
the ocase in Cuadaloanal and in New Ouinea.

The foregoing opsrations appear to be suitable and feasibdle
and sufficient foroes should be available at the time they ocan
begin, Tt is not presumed that the foregoing 1s an exact re-
fisction of the intentions in Sowespas but it outlines what
would be suitable under existing oiroumstances.

ASSISTANCE BY CINCPAC:

The present commitments of Cinopac will not be detailed here.
¥hat the requirsments in the Solomons may become are problematical
but 1t is quite certain that the only assistance which the Sowespae
area will give to operations along that island ohain is sporedis
alr support. Despite present commitments and future requirements
in the Solomons, Cinopac should be able to assist an offensive .

in the New Cuinea area as follows:
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1. By air operaticns from Cuadaloanal.

2. By providing cover to the eastward with surface
forces and acting as a magnet to draw Japanese Surfaoce
forces toward the areas in whioh our surface foroes
operate, Appropriate targets for shipa are other ships
and neither side will subjeat its combatant ships to
shore-based air attack unless there is proﬁ!lity of in=-
flicting ssrious lcsses on snemy combatant ships.

Je By making available to Sowespac such LST, LCT,
LCI(L)}, APo, and other landing oraft not required for
6peratlonl in the Solomons.

4, By making available navy dive bombers until such time
an the army becomes proficient in the employment of this
type.

5. By making available APDs not required for operations
in the Solomona. These vesssls can readily be shifted
from one area to the other for special tasks. |

6. By employing the Argonaut on special asaigmments
when there is need for her in addition to the J cargo
carrying submarines which are to be assigned to Sowespac.
Te By making large AP and AL avallable to move troops

and supplies in areas outside ensemy air range,
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A ,IW' P
1 = Gensral
1, The Campaign is set forth in such genersl terms that
several assumptions will have to be made in this examination,
To be of value these assumptions must de realistio,

2. This examination will test the plan for suitabllity,

feapibility, and conssquences as to cost,

AL = Sultebility

l. A plan which makes it possible to destroy the air and
seapower of Japan is suitable. We should then rirst determine
whether the taking of CHICHI Jima will place our foroces in
oontaot with enemy foross in such ratios that we can deetroy
them, This plan assumes that CHICHI Jima is s0 vital to Japan
that his entire Navy will be employed to defend or recapture it,
There 18 no way of telling whether or not this assumption 1is
ocorrect. It may be that he will depend on shore based air amd
troops for its defense, While our plan requires our entire
fleet to cover the seizure of ths SUNiINJ, there is no positive
assurance that the enemy would interpose with his whole fleet.
Likewise, there is no assurance that he would expose his whole
air power, A good portion, under such ociroumstances, night be
retained for the defense of HON3HU, It seems prodadle, however,
that a thrust so close to the Empire would ocall forth ell or
nearly all of his available surfacs and air streagth,

~1-
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2, The next gquestion is what use can we make of CHICHI
Jima. Assuning thet CHICHI Jima and necessery near islands are
securely oocupled by our foroces, and that our lines of communios-
tions are open to PEARL, and that we atill have surface and alr
superiority up to that point, we are then in a position to:

(a) Bomb Tokyo 523 miles away,

Tuch a ocourse alone will not destroy enemy sur-
faoce and air strength or defeat Japan, Llondon 1is about
the same distance from Berlin, and much fewer planes
oan bomb Tokyo from the BONINS than can bomd Berlin
from the London area, Tokyo is more susoceptidle to
damage from bombs than Berlin. It seems more probabdle
that the Japs would destroy our air in deteail. _

The foregoing is predicated on the consolidation
of CHICHI Jima as an adequate base in our hands, ONI
Monograph #60 gives the best available information of
eneny installations there, and of the topogrephy. Is
would appear that the rugged nature of this and adjacent
islands precludes the construotion of extensive air-
flelds within & reasonable time. Thers is belleved so
be a naval airfield on the south side of FUTAMI.KO
which oould be made serviceabdle at once. The size of
this 18 not known mut the chart indiocates that it ocan-
not be over 5 - 7 thousand feet in length and 3 - &
hundred feet wide. No other sites are seen which eeem

-2-
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to permit rapid oonstruotion.

In view of this it appears probable that the
bottleneok for a land based air offensive egainss
Japan proper is et CHICHI JTima itself, It is Bard
to visualize more than two or three squadrons at a
time taking off from there on offensive missions., The
81ze of WAKE and MARCUS Islands will not permit large
numbers of planes to be banked up waiting ferrying
westward, Thus, rsgardless of the numbder of planes
banked up at MIDWAY, it will be diffiault to move
substantial numbers forward,

Our bombing operstions, therefore, prodabdly
would be limited to minor reids., The bombders could
have VF ooverage the whole distance, but even et night
the chances of bombers reaching the target area in
substantial numbers sesm doubtful,

With enemy Xnowledge of our probable use of the
airfield we ocould expeot constant air attacks, These

would further reduce our offensive sffors,

Intensify our submarine patrols against enemy trade.
An adequate base in the BONINS would be of wvalus
in that it would result in more submarinse per day om

station. The existance of a Jap sud base in the BONINS

oapable of quiok conversion to our use is doubted.
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While there are at least three places in the group
whioh oould be developed as an advence base, eonstruc-
tion of facilities ashore would be a matter of monthe,
In the mesntime, however, we oould support patrols with
submarine tenders., The tenders anchored im FUTAMI.KO
could be given soma proteoction against enemy subtmarios
and surfaoe attack in a reasonable time. Acoceptable

AA proteotion would not be avallable for at least three

months after ocoupation,

Maxe ralds in foroe along Japanese trade routes.

A blookeds of Japan by & naval foroe basing at
CHICHI Jima does not seem poasible, Ralds would inter-
fers seriously with Jap trade dit not atop it,

There 1a no assurance that such raids would ocause
Japan to expoae his fleet. The chances are that he
would if he oould bring it to bear on a part of ours,

The only good harbvor in the BONINS is at FUTAMI-

KO, It 1s large enough to provide anchorage for approxe

imately: 1 Div B3s, 2 CVs, and soreen. There would be

very little security for suoh a foroe and oontinued
basing there would be most hazardous, All logistie
support would have to be brought in, Until the main
naval strength of Japan is destroyed or contained in

other areas it doces not seem feasible to employ this as
a base for raids.
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(d) Use it as a stepping stone to an invasion of Japan.

No adequate force will be awvajlable in the fore-

seeanle future for such a projeot.,

CONCLUSION

The plan is not sultanle,

ALl - Teasibllity

l, Present estimate of surface foroes avallahle on August

1, 1943, in the Pacific are:

BB
OBB
oY
CA
CL
CLAA
DD
83
APD
AVD
ACY

AXA
A0
AV

(Attrition negleoted)

n alis 2

N &%

118
51
15

11
25
10
28

9
7
1k
21
111
75

12 #
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2, The following differences appear as between Our es-
timate of ships available and those stated in the plan:

om Elan
ACV 11 18
BRa 9 8- 10
cv 7 8 - 10
CAs 7 2 4

3. A oconservative estimate of enemy garrison troops are:

WAKE - 3000
MARCUS3 - 2500
CHICHI Jima - __60Q0

11,500

Our assault force sstimated necessary to seliszs above
mentioned bases would then be around 50,000. This would oall
for about 40 APAB ageinst 25 avallable, Ten AKAs availabdle
might do,

4. The plan requires the ferrying of large numbers of
planes westward from WAKE, Based on performance in December
1941, the enemy ocan launch heavy air attaoks on WAKE from the
MARSHALL3, As there 1s nothing in the plan to neutralize this,
it i8 assumed that this bombing will be aoccdepted, Thus, severe
damage to planes in transit must be expected.

5« Due to time difference, the atteck on WAKE at daybreak
will be known at MARCUS bvefore the daybreak attack there. Like-
wise, the attacks on WAKE and MARCUS will be imown before the
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daybreak attaok on CHICHI Jima, The slement of surprise can
be oconsidered laoking west of WAKE unless there is a read just-
ment. Indeed, taotical surprise cannot be oounted on sxoept
posslbly at UHICHI Jima. An undeteocted approach of the slow
UBBs and ACVs seems too much to expect,

6. The plan requires that five task forces or gToups
atteok simultaneously or nearly soc, from position not mutually
supporting, thus exposing each to superior enemy strength.

7. The logistio oconsiderations are appended,

8., A study of the emnloyment of iand forces is appended,

9. The plan involves the employment of almost every com-
batant type in the Paocifio - all in a high state of training,
This would mean the oomplete withdrawal of Sopso foroes for
at least two months, It does not seem probable that we can
afford to denend on shore based air and garrison troops in the
Sopaoc until that ares is much stronser, Ipeoifically, it would
be reasonably safe only when we have completed Tasks TWO and
THREE of the ourrent ocampaign in the Sopso. Ausust 1}, 1941, 1o
an early estimate for this completion,

10, While the employment of ACVa is not stated in the plan,
it is assumed that they will be required to provide air cover-
age for the aoocompanying surface vessels end assist in the re-
duotion of shore defenses prior to the landing. This type has
bean in the Pacifio Fleet only a short time. MNone has bdeen used
in aotual oombat to date. Their tactical employment in a task

a?-
1317




JECRRT

force is now under test. Cinopac oannot state definitely at
this time that they ocannot be employed as assumed above, but
does feel that the prospects of development for such employ-
ment and in suoh numbers by August 1, 1943, is questionable.
CONCLUSION

The plai; 18 not rolsiblo with atrength now in sight
available to Cinepao,

iV - Copsequenges ep %o Cost.

1. 1In substance, the plan proposes to fight s full fledged
naval battle in the vioinity of the NINI; a hazarding of
most 1f not all of our naval strength in a disporition of foroes
that allows piece meal defeat,

2. If the enemy does not expose his flest, and after w
have taken the positions nemed, we are faced with a different
logistic problem whioch offers Japan extremely favorable oondi-

tiona for suoceasful attrition taotiocs,
CUNCLUSION

The plan is attractively bvold and dces not offer suf-
floclient returns for the risk involved,

Y - Beoopmendetions.

(a) That the plan be keot alive until oiroumstances are
more favorabhle,

(b) That continued study be made of plans to short oirouis
the campaign WPl-46-PC, which now appears to offer Japan oppor-
tunity to remain on the defensive long enough to exploit the Mar
Fast, gain hegemony there, and foree ua into a stalemate,
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1. The aspect of the TUNSET Operation herein discussed
is that affeocted by the number of land forces required for the
entire operation. The most important faotor from this viewpoing
1s that overell sucocess of the operation depends upon assured
oapture of three widely separated places. Delay in obtaining
complete possession of the airfrields at WAKE, MARCUS, and CHICHI
Jima may Jeopardize the entire operation; and fallure to oapture
any one of those three 1slandse will result in failure of the
entire opsretion, Manifestly, the ground foroes for the attack
of eaoh of the three islands must be in surfioient superiority
quiokly to oapture and eliminate Japaness ground forces. A saall
margin of auperiority of foroe, which, given time, oould coapletely
capture the islands, will not be moceptabdle,

2, Heavy personnel losses must be expeoted where initiasl
assault waves are ocompelled to land over beachee whioh are de-
fended by obstaocles and fire. At WAKE the whole seaward shore-
line is known to be heavily defended and it is presmmed that a
similar oondition obteins at MARCUS. At CHICHI Jima there are
few feasidle landing beaches along the otherwise rook and oliff
bound coast. These few beaches are assumed to be defended and
oprosition at the beach should be expeoted, Our only experience
in landing egainst Jep opposition has been at TULAGI, GAVI'TU, and
MAKAMRO, The initial estimate of foroes for this attack was
too small, but fortunately a reserve was available %o turn the

le
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tide, We employed about 6000 troops azainst about 1000 and

fighting oontinued for asveral days, The foregoing is atated

not for the purpoae of deriving the ratio of attecking to de-
fending troops required for guoccess, but for the purpose of emphe-
8izing that the SUNSET Operation must have sufficient land foroes
asnipned to acoomplish the oapture of eaoh island Qquiokly and
oompletely., This faotor is given its appropriate weight in the
following estimate,

J. Another vital fuctor comnmon to ocapture of all bases is
the amount of naval gunfire and air suprort to be given the
landing foroes, The four ACY allotted for WAKE and HARCUJ will
not have suffloient bombers to provide adequate support for a
large soale daylight landing and for further troop operations
ashore. One old BB oan ocover only 17,500 square yards with re-
quired density of guafire. Two o0ld 3B will be incapadls of pro=-
viding the required gunfire support at either YAKE or MARCUY,
measured in termsof volume, distribution, and effectiveness. The
foregoing statement on adequady of air and naval gunfire support
18 made to show that the aircrart and fire support vessels as-
signed in the JUNIET plan are insuffioient. However, it is as-
sumed that our troops will not be employed in a landing opere-
tion without giving them adequate fire nuppoﬂ and no inoreams
in lending forces is inoluded in the below estimates Ddecause of
thess two facstors, A revision in estimate of ACV and fire sup-
port ships for the different operations seem indioated,
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L. As soon as the islands are seized, they will require
base personnel for repairs, construotion, maintenance, airoreft
servioing, and defenss, Only base defense personnel will be
oonsidered hersin, “uch base personnel will have to provide
and man defensive coastal and AA weapons with whiech offenaive
troops are not enulipped, Strong AA proteotion must be provided
at each base if the general purpose is to be achieved., These
requirements are additional to those for the initial seizure,

5. At WAKE and MARCUG there are no harbors or even
csheltered areas where debarking and landing of troops oan be
acoomplished without interference from the weather. IJubsequent
unloading of supplies will have to be dons by boat and barges
end will require much manpower snd time. Enemy air and submarine
attacks oan interfere with suaoh operations to the greatest

praotioable extent. leavy losses in men and material must be
antioipated and provided for in the initial plans,

WAKR IZLAND

The Marine Foroces, lith Naval Distriot, for several
monthe, have been studying the recspture of WAKE, Although
their estimates have not been formally sulmjitted and aoccepted,
they will be used as a basis for the YAXE estimate herein. The

troops required for the initial move to YAKE are estimated as
follows:

(a) Assault troops 12,500

(b) 2 Defense Battalions _2,500
TOTAL 15,000
-3-
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MARCUS ISLAND

The estimated snexy strength at MANCUS is about
2,500 men. This 1sland la oonsiderably smaller than WAKE and
has rnuch less shoreline, The Japs have not had the incentive
to defend this 1slané as strongly as WAKE and its position makes
it less vulnerabls to attack than XAKE, Llsnding troops and
supplies on this i1sland will be a hazardous and laborious opera-
tion., It 1s estimated that; based on the foregoing assumption,
the following troops should be in the initial movement to
VARCUS:

(a) Assault troops 8,000

(b) Defense Pn (Reinf with
small and medium ocal, AA_ 2,000

TOTAL 10,000
S IICHI JIMA ICLAND

GHICHI Jima 15 the southern of three lslands that lie
along a North-5outh line about 10 miles long. All thres islande
are fortified and mutually supporting by gunfire. To seoure
CHICHI Jima for our use, therefore, requires simultaneocus opera-
tions agalnst three 1slands, Little is imown of the strength
of foroes on these lslands but what has been dalled s conserva-
tive estimate places the garrison at about 6,500, The terrain
on all three islands is rugged and 4irffioult of transit exoept
on established highways of whlch CIIICHI Jime has a good net-

work. The coasts are generslly rocky with cliffs that prevent

-
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landing from the sea. The estimate of forces required for the

oapture and subsequent defense of the CHICHI Jima area is:

(a) Assault Troops 22,000
(b) Defenne Pn. 1,000
TOTAL 25,000
CAP; TION

WAKE 15,000

MARCUS 10,000

CHICHI Jima 25,000

TOTAL 50,000

~5=
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or RCES U FOR SUN 0

1. The aspeot of the JUNSET Operation herein discussed
is that affeoted by the number of land foroes required for the
entire operation., The most important faotor from this viewpoint
ia that overall success of the operation depeands upon assured
capture of three widely separated places, Delay in obtaining
complete possession of the airflelds at WAKE, MARCUS, and CHICHI
Jima may jeopardize the entire operation; and failure to ocapture
any one of those three islands will result in failure of the
entire operation, Manifestly, the ground foroes for the attaock
of each of the three islands must bde in sufriecieant superiority
quiockly to ocapture and eliminate Japanese ground foroes. A small
margin of superiority of force, which, given time, oould completely
capture the 1slands, will not be acoeptable,

2, Heavy personnel losses must be expsoted where initial
aasault waves are compelled to land over beachee which are de-
fended by obatacles and fire, At WAKE the whole seaward shore-
line is known to be heavily defended and i% is presumed that e
aimilar ocondition obtains at MARCUS, At CHICHI Jima there are
few feasible landing bdeaches along the otherwise rook and oliff
bound coast. These few beaches are assumed to be defended and
opnosition at the beach should be expeocted, Our only experience
in landing egainst Jap opposition has been at TULAGI, GAVUTU, and
MAXAMBO, The initlial estimate of forces for this attack was

too small, but fortunately a reserve was availabdle to turm the

ale
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tide, We employed about 6000 troops against about 1000 and
fighting oontinued for several days, The foregoing is stated

not for the purposse of deriving the ratio of attaoking to de-

ferd ing troops required for sSuocgesa, but for the purpoae of eaphe-
slzing that the JUNJET Operation muat have sufficlent land foroes
asaigned to aoccomplish the ocapture of sach island quiokly and
oompletely. This faotor is given its appropriate weight in the
following esatimate.

). Another vital faotor ocmmon to oapture of all bases is
the amount of naval gunfire and air support to be given the
landing foroes, The four ACV allotted for WAKE and MARCU3 will
not have sufflioient bombers to provide adequate support for a
large somale daylight landing and for further troop operations
ashore. One old BB oan gover only 17,600 square yards with re-
quired density of gunfire. Two old BB will be incapadle of pro-
viding the required gunfire support at either WAKE or MARCUJ,
measured in termsof volume, distribution, and effectivensss. The
foregoing statement on adequacy of air and naval gunfire suppors
is made to show that the airoraft and rfire support vessels as-
signed in the JUNSET plan are insufficient. However, it 1s as-
sumed that our troops will not be employed in a landing opera-
tion without giving them sdequate fire aupport and no inorease
in lsnding foroes is included in the below estimates because of
these two faotors., A revision in eatimate of ACV and fire sup-
port ships for the different operationa seem indiocated,
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L. As soon as the islands are seized, they will require
base personnel for repaire, construction, maintenance, airorsft
servioing, and defense, Only base defenss personnel will be
consldered herein, Suoh basé personnel will have to provide
and man defensive coastal and AA weapons with whioh offensnive
troops are not ejulpped. Jtrong AA proteotion must be provided
at each base if the general purpose is to be achieved., These
requirements are additional to those for the initial seisure.

5. At WAKR and MARCU3 there are no harbors or even
- sheltered areas where debarking and landing of troops oan be
aocoomplished without interfersnoe from the weather, Jubsequent
unloading of supplies will have to be done by bost and barges
and will require muoh manpower and time. Enemy alr and submarine
attaoks oan interfere with suoh operations to the greatest
praotioable extent, Heavy losses in men and material must be
antioipated and provided for in the initial plans,

)./ ISLAND
The Marine Foroes, lith Naval Distriot, for several
monthe, have been studying the recspture of WAKE, Although
their estimates have not been formally sutmitted and acoepted,
they will be used as a basis for tha NAKE estimate herein., The
troops required for the initial nove to WAKE are estimated as

followns:

(a) Assault troops 12,500

(v) 2 Defense Battalions _32,500
TOTAL 15,000
3=
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MARCU3 I3LAND

The estimated enemy strength at MAKCUS is about
2,500 men, This island ia considersbly smaller than WAKR and
has muoch less shoreline, The Japs have not had the inocentive
to defend this island as strongly as WAKE and its position makes
it less vulnerable to attack than WAKEK, Landing troops and
supplies on this 1sland will be a hazardous and laLorious opers-
tion, It is estimated that, based on the foregoing assumption,
the following troops should be in the initial movement to
MARCUS:

(a) Assault troops 8,000

(b) Defense Bn (Reinf with
small end medium oal. AA__2,000

TOTAL 10,000
CHICHI JIMA ISLAND

CIICHI Jima 15 the southern of three islands that lie
along a North-South line about 10 miles long., All three islands
are fortified and mutually supporting by gunfire. To seeure
CHICHI Jima for our use, thersfors, requires simultaneous opera-
tiona ageinst three islanda, Little is known of the strength
of forces on these islands but what hes been called a aonserva-
tive estimate places the garrison at avout 6,500. The terrain
on all three islande is rugged ard difficult of traneit except
on established highways of which CHICHI Jima has & good net-

work, 7The coasts are generslly rooky with oliffs that preveat

-
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landing from the sea. The estimate of foroes required for the

capture and subsequent defenne of the THICHI Jima aree is:

(a) Assault Troops 22,000
(b) Defense Bn, —1a000
TOTAL 25,000

RECAPITULATION

WAKE 15,000

MARCUS 10,000

CHICHI Jima 25,000

TOTAL 50,000
-5-
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lagistle Considerstions

To enable a study under this heading certain assumptioas
must be made in eddition to those mentioned im the comments of
the preceding text,

The main assumptions are:

1. That gl) surfaoce units (exolusive of submarines, trens-
ports and cargo ships) and carrier alroraft must be supported fer
thirty days exolusive of time required to reach initial attesock
poaitiona,

2, That surface units will proceed from PEARL %o initial
attaock positions and return to PEARL at average speeds of 15
knots,

3. That distances travelled by task foroes from PXARL to
initial atteok positions will bs 20% in excess of shortest routes.
ke That aftar reaohing initial atteck poaitions and for

a period of thirty days thereafter surface units involved will
average not less than one day in five at 2% knots, for vesasels
capable of that speed, and at maximum susteined speed for othsr
vessels, The return trip to PEARL is assumed to be inoluded
within this period,

5. That the three ocooupation forees will de lamded with
initial atooks of supplies of food and emmunition for 60 days.

6. That aviation gasoline in the smount of 500,000 galloms
must be landed with or shortly after sach of the three osoupa-~
tion forces, and that a minimum of 1,000,000 gallons monshly

2
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su-ply must bde furnished to rach of the seized beses, It is to
be noted that this supply must be in drums for the initial ce-
oupation and for a period of at least three montis thereafter,

7. That all oargo ships and trans-orts will retire to
PEARI, immedintely following the ococupation and disoharge of
cargo, A8 noted in parsgranh 1, thias eliminates necessity of
providing logistio supnort for transports and anrgo ships dure-
ing entire operation while sway rrom PEARL,

8. Thet tankers supporting the plan whioh prooeed to
PEARL for relonding will return to a median point et lat, )00 N,
Long. 1509 E {arbitrarily seleoted for computation of distance
only).

Premisad on the foregoins, the folloving estimates of
fuel ure suomitted, i'or convenience this anal_sis is aade in
detall for euoh of the task forces invulved ::nd then summarized,
It should be noted that in the absence of certain organizational
detalls of the Plan regarding destroyer and oruiser ssoorts, an
aspropriate available number of these vessels has been added to
each of the task foroces indicated. Combatant vessels remaining
at sea for the thirty day period after initia. attacks are assum-

ed to return with bunker capacitiss ri.led to 50%,

iy 4
10 ACY
5 03B Distance PRARL to Initial Point (£ 20%)
42 DD L0000 miles,
20 APA 11,1 days at 15 knots,
6 AKA

1730




ZURL REQUIRKMENTS (Bblg)
Explanation of column headings:

(1) Type in Taak Foroe,

Aversge bunker ocapacity for type.

Fuel required from PR to attaok position.

Fuel required for 24, days at 15 knots,

} Fuel required for 6 d'.‘l at hlfh speed,

} Sum of columns (3), (4) and (5} minus 1/2 eolumn (2) x
number type in task fores.

L A s M kb s
ACY 22100 % &égg zggg 65400

2
f
(s
{6

DD 3400

TF 7.1 4 ACY .
2 0BRp Distance PEARL to Initiaml Point (£ 20%)
22 DD 24,00 miles,
11 APA 6.7 days at 15 knots.
4 AKA
(U.)) 33000 7705 27600 1800 73610
ACY 22100 2680 9600 3600 19320
DD 3400 1809 64,80 6000 _ﬁh_
TF 7.2 h ACY
2 OBB Distanoce PEARL to Initial roint (£ 20%)
17 Db 3100 miles,
9 AFPA 8.6 days at 15 mmots
3 AXA
ORR 33000 9890 27600 16800 77980
ACY 22100 340 9600 3600 26
DD 34,00 2322 64,80 6000
TF 7.3 & OV (Ex OL) Distance PEARL to Initial Point {/ 20%)
2 CA 3700 miles
12 DD 10,3 days at 15 inods,
oV (Bx CL) 14700 7319 17520 lzggg lm
glA) 20000 8034 18720 l

3400 278 64,80 6000 __egrad

IFr .k Eu sutmarine TF will require no logistio support while
area,
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IF 7.5 5 CV (Essex type)
6 BB (fast)
5 CA Distanoe FPERARL to Initial Polns
8 OL (£ 25) 3700 miles
2 CL (AA) 10,3 days at 1% xnots,
27 DD
My ok N, M A A,
BB (fast 40000 9785 22800 21000 201510
oL 10700 €95  16osy  iose  jeTIme
14700 901 1 00
B0 w7 E Ok e
SuEmaAry of Fus) Requirements
r 7 853339 20730 Avg/Day
™ 7.1 369688 10000 "
™ 7.2 3270"2 8470 »
™ 7.3 3607 8950 "
n 7.“ L L L1
™ 7.5

—2208166 -—0000 -
Total 3119273 Bbls 78150 Bvl/dey

Tankers required to furnish the above quantity of fuel can be eoa-
sidered from either of two standpoints; vis., a suffioient number
assigned to ocarry the total requirement in ome outbound voyage
Trom FEARL, or by a combinstion of single trippers and those whieh
oan make two deliveries to the Task Foroes during the period im-
volved. The second of thess schemes is the more eseonomiocal bus
is definitely limited ae to the number of tankers whioch ean make
two delivaries. This follows from oonsiderstion of the faot that
although the average conmmption of all task foroes is Qpprox-
imately equal to a Saniar loed per day that no fusling at sea
exoept of deatroyers would take place during she first ten days.

alym
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3ince the turn around time of a 15 knot tanker from the as-
suned rendexvous point of L 30° N and 150° E and PEANL is 18
days by the shortest route, it is apparent that tankers making
two deliveries during the whole operstion would have %0 be re-
leased to piok up their second loads at a %ime not over slevea
or twelve days from initial departure from PRARL, Again es-
suming that the average rate of consumption is a Sanker load per
day for all forces, it follows that the maximum number of tank-
ers whioh ocould make two deliveries is about ten. Actually this
number should be estimated at not more than eight. On the basis
of 80,000 bbl load for the aversgze fleet tanker there will be
required, therefore, the following number of these vessela:

23" 80,000 " (1 delivery)
Totels 31 3,119,273 *
The present number of fast fleet tankers assigned to the Pamoifle

8 at 160,000 bbls {2 deliveries) 1,280,000 bbls
—aB29.873

Fleet is 15, This number (negleoting attrition) will bde in-
oreased to 23 by August 1943, To meset the fuel requirements of
the Plan, therefore, 8 asdditional fleet type tanikere would de
needed. In this connection it should be moted thet commsreial
type allocated tankers are unsuitable becauses of lask of faell-
ities for fueling at sea, snd further that all of these mow as~
signed would have to be employed in replenishing stoeks at FRARL
and in other areas.

In addision %o the problem of supperting shipe of the
Plan with fuel during the active period considerestion must be

-5-
1333




JEC

A ————

riven to topning off of bunkers prior to departure from and
after return to PEARL, Assuming an aversge of 8000 bbls. for
each of the 232 ships involved for the aove purpose there
would be required, in addition to the 3,119,27) bbls for the
main operation, about 2,000,000 bbls., or a total of 5,119,27)
bbls. Prudence would demand that most of this amount be ae-
ounulated at PEARL in advanoce of the operstion. Using a thirsy
day ayocle snd en average oapaoity of 80,000 bbls, 1t would take
10 tankers five months to provide at PXARL 4,000,000 bbla of
the above amount, If the Plan is to be undertaken the forego-

ing 10 tankers should be assigned immediately in addition to
those now available to the Pacific Fleet,

Sanoline and Dissel Reguirements
No diffioulty should he experienced in meeting these
requirements exoept as indicated under the heading of genersl
comments whioh rfollows.
Erovisions and Miscellsnecus

Same remarks as under the preceding paregraph.

Sansral Ociments

At WALE and MARCUS, end to an undetermined extent at
CHICHI Jima, the problem of landing equipment and supplies of
all kinds in large quantities will be extremsly difriocult, It
would je unwise to estimate discharge retes at more than 400
tona per ship per day. On this basis the unloading times ror
" APA's will avermge 10 days and for AKA's 15 days. Enemy sud-
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marine snd aircraft attaocks may, and probably will, extend these
periods, Attention should also be directed to the improbasiliny
of dlscharging cargo at “AKY and KARCUS from more shan about
four ships simultanecusly, The formidedle pro.lem of getting
equipment and supplies ashore quiokly should, therefore, b
thoroughly appreciated, Fellure to 40 so might well spell
disaster for the whole expedition.

It should be stressed partiocularly that it ia vital
to the transfer eand effectiveness of airoraft banked at MIIWAY
to provide at all three seized points immediately on landing a
sufficient quantity of aviation gasoline. This amount should
not be less than 500,000 gals. (20,000 drums), The man power
necessAry t.o handle this quantity is alone of such magnitude
as to clearly indicate the tremendous diffisulty of estadlishing
logistic supplies during the oocsupation period,

Conolusions
Logistically the Plan oan 0s met subjeot to the fol-
lowing oonditions:

(a) That approximately 5,000,000 bbls of fuel oil be ao-
ounulated in mdvance at PRAKL, This will renuire five
months and 10 more tankers than ere now availadls o
the Pacific Fleet,

(v) That 8 more fust Fleet tanksrs be made availadle in

addition to those now in sight (neglecting attrition)
by August 1943. A total of 31 are refuired.

-7-




SECIET

In view of the acute tanker situstion in other than Pacifie
areas it is extremely unlikely that either conditions (a) or
(b) oan be matisfied, This oonclusion, ocoupled with the pre-
viously mentioned diffioulty of physiocally landing and handliag
the tremendous quantities of supplies during the occupation

period, render the Plan impragticable from a logistioc viewpolns,

-
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ADUTNLA TO ESTIMATE QF T!U

OLOKON ISLAKDS, DAT

1. Mo chante 13 made !n 'he Estima‘'e of January 15th,
The prechlem remains the same, Charges which regult from
pro ress made in the past 30 lays are covered terein.

2. All organized enemy resiatance on OUVADALCANAL osased
on Feb, Oth. This makes Hossible the reduotion of troops
thereon,

3. RUSSFLL Islends are to be oogqupled about Feb, 21st,
“re only immediate effect will he tn deny 1t to the enemy,

“ork w!ll be started at once to build an alirfield on that
Taland,

4. The enenmy anpears to he completing the oonatruction
of an airfield at VIIA.

5. During the past 30 days we rave lost one CA and one
DC. The enemy has lost aeveral IDe,
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January 16th,

PRYs were over KA'ILI from 2300 to 0100 (local) to
harass the enemy, Earlier in the evening {2000 looml} &
Bl7s dronped hombs on the airfield, Yoesterday there ware two
raids on MUNDA, at noon end at 5:3C p.m. {loeal}. Zxcept for
these ralds and the nreparations for the offensive on "UADAL-
7ANAL scheduled for the 18th (looal), the Pacific (icean Areas
were ouiet,

Exeent for T.0. 67.5 (L DDa) enroute to NUAL.LTAMAL for
A bomoardment mission, and the normal loeistic moves, all
major forres Aare in nort,

OTF B 170935 pives the nrorress of the (77K opera-
tion,

Ho new enemy developments were noted, ( ('OA
o
, j).a\
January 17th, '

No major rirhtinca ware renortad in any Pacifis area,
faunl air activity in the eentral ~ 1/ aontinued. round
Actlion on SUANALCANAL was prorressine aatinfactorily,

Reports from our su'marines on natrol are most encourag-
ing, Sinkines are inocreasing as more sunsmarines become avail-
apble alone nroductive routes, Durins the recent ‘uhnmge con-
centration in the RAWIL area there was a considersile drop in
our sinkinzs along trade routes, It is interestine also to
note that our mine nlants off "ONTHI' are sucgessaful and well
worth the effort,

Bad weather in the ALXUTIANT stopned air operatjions
scheduled for today, '

Nothing has been learned today of the deployment of
mA Jor eneny units or of enemy plens, large scale enemy Opera-
tlons are expected in the SCLOMCHS Sem mrea between now and the
end of the month,

[ o
' \ Lo
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January 18th,

Comsopac 191022 (four part) is his operations nlan
?=L3 for the hombing and bombardment of the VILA area commena-
ing January 23rd local,

Routine air oPerations in the “CLOLONT were hampered
by bad weather, OUn GUADALCANAL the reconnaissance in foroe has
devaloped into & full scale offensive toward the westward,

The 9,3, LIP3COMI LYKE™ groundad on DURAND EFP, to
the eantward of NO'IMEA, and may bs a total loss, A salvace
attempt will be made,

Alr Commodore Goddard, RNZAF, conferred at length with
01 today regardings the command set up for NEW EALAND air operat-
ing in the Pacific Theater ocutside of their homeland, The mat-
ter will be considered further in s few days upon the arrival
at PEARL of Rear Admiral Wilkinson (Deputy SoPae),

CIT 8 states that lack of aerisml photo planes in the
ALEUTIANT 18 seriously affecting his plans for future opera-

tions. Unloading is prosressing slowly at AMCHITKA but is im-
proving,

There was an air rald alam on OAIM durins the nipht,
All vlear was sounded at 1:00 a,m, The nlarm was caused by &
false radar contact,

r‘ wa ™

L

]
No new enemy develonmaents were observed, wt o~
January 19th,

There were no major sichtings in the erea, A falrly
large concentration is noted in the GHURTLAND area with consi-
derable moves jetween the NEYV GECRCIA group and 3CUGAINVILIE,
Several air astrikea were made but only one hit was claimed - a
500 1lb, skip bomb from 250 feet on a DD, Bad weather continues
to hsmper ailr operations,

Very fine reports were reoceived from our submerines,
Off TR the SILVERTIDED sank one AU, one subtmarine, and got five
hits in three AKs, The surface veesels were in & convoy, It
i1s interesting to note that the convoy was intercepted es a re-
sult of deorintion analysis, The CREENLIN" gank one A¥ off NPY
HANOGVER, The SWORDFISH reports one hit on an AX off PGUGLINVILLE
Stralt, In the same violnity the MA'YTILYT™ got one hit on a

- MCGAMT Class cruiser,

It seema probable that the TOKYD Exprees of one oruiser
and seven DDa ran yesterdavy, tut was not intercepted. In this

(Continued) 1339
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January 19th, (Continued)

connection, the five 2100 ton DDs sent to TULAGI (TG 67.5) to
operate from there as a striking force, are returning to '5.i4.
IT" SANTU, The reason for this ia not reported,

No renort has heen received regardines eround action to-
day on GUADALCAMAL,

Unloadine at AMCHITKA continues under difficultien,
The MTDDILETCN is being unloeded by man power. It i{s confirmed
that the WORDEM sank on Tanuarv 1? with loss of 14 enlisted
men, RBad weather has prevented effantive attaock on eneny ahip-
nine At VICKA, Cf five N.2Ls sant to attaok there none reached
the objective and frur wara destroysd in orarhes on return,

The looeation of ma for enemy vemsels cantinues ohsrure,
It is nrobmble that 2 CVs are in the TWWY area, and that 3 Vs
have Just about comnleted intensive training in Em-ire waters,
#iens continue to noint to major operations in the Il !N Saa
area in the near future, !lo major threat is sean in anv other
direction but reids in the HAY.II\'Y area are still a ~osasinilicy,

January 20th,.

r“‘_ \ ~ o
Again today our air operntions in the Cen Tal SolAMoNS
wers grently hampered hy had wenther, Minor aishtinges in the

RIIN area were reported. The lnree concentration of asnemy nhips
at RADAUL continues,

Task Forces 63 and 67 are operating in preperation for
the hombing and bombardment of VILA {MNwy GRCRGIA) scheduled to

commence the ?3rd (local), Other task forces are in nort,

The enemv dronned eight small “ombs on WEDIRIT "ANTO
today, There were no casualties or damage,

Fnemy nlanes were reported over GUADATCANAL last night,

Thus, Secnav and Cinepac mirht have seen a show as the were
there on inspection,

It seems probable that the AINGONAUT was lost in action
off GASMATA Tanuary 10th (loeal),

Enemy suhs torpsdoed two tankera off WONEY the 18th
(1ocal). One of thess, the MONILIAE, resched “VUNEY and the
other sank, '

Comamphlibforpac will prepare plana Jointly with the Army
for the reduction and occupation of ¥ITKA on the assumption that
he will, under the Cormander Northern Force, command the opera-
tion when and if it is ordered,

There were no new oneny developmentsa,
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January 2lst.

Routine alr activities in the central SOLOMOXS con-
tinue to be hampered by bed weather., However, the weather ls
improving. No important or significant sightings were reported.

The ORAMPUS returning from patrol in the RABAUL area
reportas sinking one 7000 ton AK; one 8000 ton AP, one 10000
ton AP. Also, she probably sank the DD ABASHIO.

Enemy planes were over GUADALCANAL again last night
on harrassing miasions.

The clipper which left PEARL for SAN FRANCISCO yes-
terday is presumed lost. Embarked was Comsubpac and nine other
key Pacific Fleet officers.

In apite of unfavorable weather the unloading at

AMCHITKA 1s proceeding. Work has been atarted on a fightex
atrip,.

Recent increased sctivities in the MARSHALLS suggest
the possibility of a raid on our Central Pacific positions in
the near future. Thia sort of operation 1a, of course, well
within enemy capabilitiea, We are very much in the dark cone
cerning ma jor enemy deployments but telieve their main interests
continue to te centered in the acuth. An airfield ia belng
constructed at VILA KOLOMBANGARA.

’l
January 22nd, M

In accordance with Comsopao Up-Plan 2-L3, previdusly
mentioned, three strikes were made on MUNDA today. The first
at noon, was made by 6 B-268 followed immediately by 8 53D, the
seqond, at 14,00, was made by B B-17s, The third, at 1730, was
made by 13-268 and SBDs, Thase strikea immobilized the air strip
for the time belng at least, The TONVIEI fleld was also bombed
by B-178, Also, in acocordance with the plan, the SARATOGA planes

landed at GUADALCANAL for operations apgainst VIIA eand to cover T?
67 tomorrow,

RSPIRITU SANTO was bombed again on the 22nd (loesl). No
damepe was done,

Enemy planes were over GUADALCANAL again last night.
Damage and ocasualties were very lieht, OCround activity there
was limited to patrol,

The Central and North Peacific areas were quiet,

The enemy aub operating off SYDNEY has now torpedoed e
total of two tankers {mentioned before) and one AX in ballest,

{Continued)
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January 22nd, {Continued)

In the SW Pac our pressure on the enemy continues in
the V1A area,

The Army photo mlsaion to WAKE was turned back because
of bad weather,

Cominch 222037 pink sives prospective assignmant of new
GVa to Paciflc Tleet durine the next six months,

From 3 to 4 enemy carriers, several "8, crulsers and
deatrovers are indicated at TN, At least one OA and [/ screen
are In the MARTIHALLS, The-latter would be a pood set-up for a
hit and run hombardment of JCAITTON,

\\” ‘/
January 23rd, p}u

Two ~L and three DD of TF 67 earried out the nlanned
vombardment of VILA, Thls was followed by the nlanned strike by
the FARATCGA alr zroun, Results are remorted to be very satia-
factory,

Routine searches in the “CT.CMONT di1d not aipght anything
unusual,

ComsowespAc reports a very successful air strike on RAHAUL
shipnine, Of eleht bombers, three used skip bombing, Results
reported: 2 AK sunk, 2 marus exnloded, 1 maru left on fire,

TF 11 18 prooeeding to NU'MEA, TF 47 is procesding to
EIDIRITU TANTCG, COther JoPae combatant task forces are in nort,

A full scale offenslive is underway toward Jeap positions
on CUADALSANAL,

Heavy punfire was reported north of ZANTUN, Air search
to investigate is not yet completely reported, Cubs have been
reported in the vicinity of CANTCN recently,

Enemy subs have %een reported south of CAYU the pasat
week, but no definite contacts are reported,

Thare were nc new enemy developments,

Qv oo
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Notes on the Conference held at Noumes

!ﬁi!J 20 00, J 83, 1943,
\%SEF[‘D]’ L_,Tr 1580 to 17 anuary

Present: Cinopao and two members of his staff;
Comsopao, his C of 3, War Plans, re-
tions, Intelligence Officers, and of
of or.

Admiral Nimits - The objlect of this conference is to review
the situation in the South Paeific and to ex-

ohange views. No decision will be reached.
Indeed

wo mAy MtD:ﬁ“ on all pointe.
nrn‘, as %o QUA ANAL, What is Comsopas's
view as to progress, approximmte date Japs will
be eliminated, Shall we nesd more troops!
What number should be left as a garrison on
ooupletion of the operation?

Oen. Peck (War Plans Officer) - Based om no mﬂor rate of
Jap reenforoement we believe t Japs will be
eliminated April lat. We think that our foree
remaining after the withdrawmal of the Snd Ma-
rines will be ample., After ensmy elimination
we should maintain two divisions plus servioe
troops until we go further. We estimate a to-
tal of 8,000 Jape with 4,000 effsotive. We do
not believe Japs will strike further at OUADAL-
CANAL but will hold the defensive in order to

ocontain our forcs there in greater mmber to
them.

Admiral Halsey - Peck has not been there for two weeks.

Admira) Nimitzs - hers sketohed the operation at GUADALOCARAL
commenioing on January S8nd. If we are sue-
cessful, we will complete prior to April lst.

Gen. Peck - My estimats was conservative. The Japs mmy

use delaying tactiocs which will prelong the
business.

Captain Browning - Oen. Patch hoped to hasten the operstiom
by the use of an envelopment by sea, but he
held this course of action in adeyanse bLesause
of the shortage of boats, ard the man

s power
required both for land o}rtmln msasures, and
for unloading ships.

Admirel Halsey - Gen. Fatoch expects his enveloping movemsnt
(land) starting January S8nd to be suocessful.,

‘ 1343
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Admiral Nimits

Admiral Halasey

Osn, Peck

Adpiral Nimits

Admiral MoCain
Admiral Nimitg

- That's a good argument for plaoing stores at
QUADALCANRAL -- What use could be made of a poti=
toon (cellular barge} dock at Cactus?

- We are not sure of its value there.

- The L.C.T.'s and L.C.I.'s may solve thig
question. Capt, Carter (Comnavbases Sopas)

is working on the problem.

= What 1a Commopac's 1dsaz on future operations
from Caotus-Ringbolt at the end of Pebruary with
what you have, or on April lst when planse will
inorease in number?

- Promised increase in supply of planes.

= Is the increase of plsnes proceeding?

Captain Brom.tnf - Yas as regards Navy planse, not as regards

Admiral NHimits

Gen. Pesck

Admiral lialesy

Ry planss.

= Will Comsopac originate a dispatoh to Comineh
info Cincpac requesting Army to carry out Army
replacement and upkesp progrem?

Admiral MoCain stated he would get behind
this projest on receipt of dlspatoh from Comineh
1.0. Cominch usually passes a dlspatoh like the
projected one from Comsopsc to his desk for
aotion ~~ A rather protracted discussion here
took place on Army airoreft, the only result of
which was to call for the presence of Gen, Mar-
mon vho at a later stage joined the conference.

= In the absence of Admiral Halsey, the staff
has been exploring the use of RUBSiLL ISLAND

(He here got the nod from Admirsl h].n{oto

ahead on his exposition)., Our idea is ug

it with one raider battalion and part of a deo-
fense bYattalion and to use it asg a staging point
for our landing creft, for a P.T. boat base, and
to do:z it to the enemy. It will be in the na-
ture & ninor movement preparatory to an advanse
on MUNDA, and its possession will add to the
seourity of Caotus, RUSSELL is 60 miles from

Caotus. It may possibly be used as a fighter
field,

= It sounds reasocnable to me.
; =
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- - - At this junotion Capt. Saall and Col. Permrin
explained Oen. Patoh's schems of maneuver.

Admiral Nimits - Ther~ aeems to be no dlssenting opinion re-
garding the operations. It 1s cn’.:zn: question
of time when the Japs will be el ted,

When will KOLI strip be completed?

Captain Browning - Thirty (30) dayz sfter the arrivsl of
material.

Admiral lalsey - About January 25th.

Admiral Nimitz - What 1s the best date based on this dlsous-
sion?

Admira)l Malsey - It ghould be ready for heavy bombers at the

end of February but in emsrgency could be used
the middle of Pedbruary.

Adriral Nimits - How will Cactus be used next?

Gen. Pack ~ It will be used as s supporting dbase for
further advancing movemsnts in the SOLOMONS,

Admire]l Nimits - It 1s my 1dec that no permansnt installations
should be ereoted thers. The only construotion
should be that necessary, and there should be a
reduotion in the rear areas. Rverything should
be based (predicated) on a foremrd movement.

What are the essential features of the PORT
PURVIS dsvelopment?

Gen. Peok = Moorings, submarine nets, and one defense
battalion. We expeot to p{:I.o atores up in
floating equipment.

Admiral Nimits - But there is little space on the shoreline
for atorage.

Gen, Peck - We expeot to use XKOLT POINT for stores, and
PORT PURVIS as & safe anchorege for ships. As
to defense we plan to place the 11th Defenss
Battalion at PORT PURVIS, the 8th to be seat-
tered through TULAGI apd GAVUTU, and one regi-
ment on PLORIDA,

Admiral Nimits ; Il;nt would the Japs want to go to PLORIDA
or

Gen, Peok = Only to reaid for its nuisence value.

3
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Admire)l Nimite
Jen. Peok

Admiral Nlmirtl

Uen., Peck

Admiral Nimits

Gen. larmon

Admiral Nimits

Admiral Kimits

Oen, Peok

- W1l 1t help you to go into NUNDA?

- Yes. DBy the time we expect to go into NUWDA
it will require a division of troops, because

the Jape will have land based aireraft by that
time,

- You will need naval surface oraft to get into
RUSSELL?

- Yes, and after the landing we shall require
ships for s few days to get supplies in.

At this stace Oen, Harmon entered after which
Admiral Nimitz explained the purpose of the

conference in substantially the same words as
glven in the opening paregraph of this record.

= It 1a our understanding that the Army is be-
hind in fulfilling its plans requirements.

- Yos. I bave merely pointed out to the Wap
Department that we are bebind in ocur January
d.l.’.“ri'.l

- We desire a gopy of the statemsnt of the
Army plane situation.

This was promised.

- Go ahsad with the exposition of plans beyond
the middle of Fesbruary.

~ The 10th Defense Battalion will bte necesssry
for the opemation.

(Note ! Pind out when 10th will arrive and notify Comsopas)

1 estimete the enemy strength in RU3S to
be between 200 and a battalion. We plan to use

the 3rd Raider Battalion against them. The let
Raider Battalion will De ready on March lst.
The 2nd Ralder Battalion could be used now al-
though reported by the Corps to be u&l 28X of-
feotive. Lowever, I do not believe ®

¥
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Admiral Nimits - m:; do you think that you can move against

Gen, Peok = April 1lst,
Admiral Halsey - How many ment

Gen. Peok = One division - eithsr the 2nd Marine Div-
ision or a ocomposite division composed of Army
and Marines, using part of the 4314 division.
Some of the latter are to be trained here in
Noumea 1in Fobrunr{lror amphibious operations.

v

The Z2nd Marines 1l be out in plenty of time
for this.

(en, Harmon - We will also train elemsnts of the Kiwi Div-
ision for amphidbious operations. The urmip-
ment of the troops who were in the COOL
(178nd Infantry plus reenforcing arun:z) hes
been oompleted, and they may be conside of -
fective now.

Admirel Nimitzs - When the Japs are eliminated from GUADALCANAL -

- between the middle of February and April 1lst,
we oan consider Task I completed. -- We have
here a copy of & letter whioch I wrote Cominch
requesting a revision of Tasks IY and III,
This 1s dated December 8, 1948,

Note: Take copy of this letter to next conference with

Cominoh,
At this time, Oen. Pesk read the letter out
loud omitting a few detalle.

Admiral Nimits - Are there any objections to thes letter?
(There was none).

You have seen by the dlspatohes in the mid-
dle of January that there is no disposition to
get a revision of command for Tasks II and III
as orls!.nan{ 1aid down, however, I think that
we mAYy bs able to get some conceselon ae regards
part of Task II at least. Then we are all satis-
fied that Comsopac should retain command of op-
erations in the 30LONONS as ocutlined in my let-
ter of December 8th, as read by Peck.

Here Admiral Fimitz ocutlined the present sit-
uation regarding surface forces and stated that
we should take every opportunity to strike at
conosntrations of Japanese shipe by air and
surface oraft. I know that you will be on the
alert. He referred to Murrsy's operetion in

Ootober Oth as one well planned and executed
and only cheated by__'n T
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Admiral Nimitsz

Admiral Nimits then sketohed the ALLUTIAN
situation and developments imcluding AMORITRA
and KISKA. He stressed the Jap oconcern with
fishing as & food source.

The next question brought up was the matter
of the employment of the RNZAF. Ths letter re-
garding unity of command in the Pacific areas
and the ¢ s thereto regarding Few Zealand

weTe read, s made Comsopsc responsidle for
the defense of New Zealand t the ¥ew Zea-
land Chief of Staff, New Zea has never

notified Comsopas what forces have been assigned
for its defense. Mention was made of Coms ‘s
letter to the New Zealand Chief of Staff da
December 80, 1942 to whioch no reply has been re-
ceived, (Copy of this letter was obtained),

- 3end to me coples of all correspondence with
the New Zealand government. When you Teoeive
an answer to the above mentionsd letter make

4 specific request for forces you want, and
tell them how you are going to smploy each unig,
Then you ¢an devise the commnd set-up,

The next matter covered was Cinspac's serial
96 of January 11, 1943. This touched a phase
of censorship, ral Himits stated that Com-
sopac was to handle om-orah'li in his area and
that when he returned to PEARL he would take up
with Drake the project of writing a letter to
Comsopas withdrawing the letter in question,
This would be done in writing to keep the cor-
respondence flles straight,
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Januarv 24Lth,

There were no major sirhtings in the Paoific Ccean
arear today, Had weather hamnered routine eir mativities in
the IQILLYIONS Sea area, .

The offensive on G'ADALCAMAL has now nrosrensed to Fi-
ETPMCNA S which was captured today, The nrogress being made
may effect nlans to lavy a mine rield in the viecinlty of FILA
reef,

The WANCO reports sinking a DD off WEJAE while enroute
to natrol in the PALAC arsen,

It 13 now certain that our occunation of 2 3!'ITYA was
been discovered by the enemy, Today bomba were dropned ny two
float tvpe zeros near the MIDDIETON which ia arround in 2(NNT
TI'E Varhor,

r
‘\rt—

30 far as 18 known, there continues to be m malor con-
centration of comhatant shipns at TM'E, The force is thought
to Include three to four Vs, at leasat two Tls (YaraTo, 1y,
several crulisersa and destroyers, The nresence of a T.'E “lass
cruiser in the MATTIALLD was commented on day before vesterday,
- i

LN
Janusry 25th,

4
e

The Tokyo Express of one crulser and seven destrovern
was sichted by a search plane south off NEN CILRGL. in the enrly
evenine headed for GUADALCANAL, HHo arrival renort was recelved,
As A rasult of this renort TF 67 was placed on two hours notice,
5 DDs of this force are at TIL.%l and the remminder of the forae
is mt BUPIRITY TANTC, TF 11 and 6L were put on four hours not!oce,

Senav GUADALCANAL 250635 descrises alr sction near TAVO
It does not seem probable that our small number of nlanes wers
able to turn hback the Tap planea, It seems more nroosanle thet
the Japs were unable to locate thelr objective. lomsopac 250506
1s an operations summary, DPad weather prevented a planned atrike
arainst shipning seen in the YOLOMRANGARA areas,

Enemy nlanes were renorted over %""IRITY SANTC during
the night,

Four Armmy 2-24'a made a photo reconnmisssnce over WAVE
today and all nlanes returned to MIDWAY., Zlouds ohscured part
of IAXY making the photos of doubtful value,

Cur roqgﬁi at CONSTAMTINE Harbhor, AMCITKA, renorted
that at 1020 (1bEh1) two float type zeros dropved four bombs
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SECHET
January 25th, {Continued)

which did no damage. !Inloadins there is proceedinf, but slowly,
STF R reaports that heavy seas are taking toll on his old LDs
and on the THD1ANAOLIS,

Hothing was learned of the nlans of the combatant force
belleved to be at TRUK, The most probable emplovment of this
force is considered to be sodme sort of an operation in the
S0LOMCHS Sea area, As time moes on there Seems to be lese pProb-
ahbility of an ensmy major attemnt to recapture GUADALS.LAL,
However, there is no indlcation of any lessening of interest in
that direction. It msy he that the force at T¥'K i{a there to

ha emnloyed in countering any advance they may thin¥ we are
ahout to launch un the SCLCOMONS,

The »resence of subs off our outlving no-itiona in the
wentral Pacific now semams A »relude to s raid,
fu\l/ ‘

\
There were numerous minor sightings 1n the GCentrel

SOLOMONS during the day. Routine air activities in that area

resulted in further bombing of MUNDA and & SWPac B-17 strike

on RABAUL shipping which resulted in the sinking of one Maru.'

The black cat search from TULAGI picked up the Tokyo Express

(noted yesterday) at midnight, After dropping four bombs which

missed, the pllot lost contact but bellieves the Express was
turned back,

January £6%h.

TF's 11, 63, 67 are preparing to cover the transport
moves to GUADALCANAL acheduled to arrive there the 30th and 3rd
local (SoPao Op Plan 3-43),

The advance to the westward on OUADALCANAL continues
slowly in spite of heavy resistance and terrible terrain.

On the 25th local, between NEW GUINEA and TRUK, the
WAHOO sank an entire convoy consisting of 2 AK, 1 AP, 1 AP in
8 running gun and torpedo battle lasting fourteen hours.

The JAMES WILSON 1s aground in the ESPIRITU SANTO
area., 3alvage is underway.

An enemy sub was reported off MOLOKAI,

]
CTF 3 242101 pink gives plan for training and requests
data on APs and AKs, Cincpac 260613 pink glves prospects on

availabllity of these ships. This is further commented on by
CTF 3 in his 262328 pink.

H.K.3. VICTORIOUS with part of Desron 22 as escort
should depart BALBOA for PEARL about Pebruary 8th(t+$)

{Cont inued) 1350[
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Tanuary 26th, ({(Continued)

"ad weathar in the AL7'TIAY” ocmused a cAncellation of
All =ir activity,

lecause of the possibllity of a homberdment of AN Y% by
the TCLE in the next few days that 1slsand war mlertad, The alert
was passed to other outlyine nositions in the Tentrul Pac-ific as
it 1s not definite that the tarvet would he SANTCH,

sompen SUALUALIANAL TGUR55 is an interectins tranulatien
of a cantured document,

A ol
danuery 27th, \ Hat

somsopac 271145 is his Gperation Plan 4-47 whinh moves
all task forces except 65 to the 7.AL Jea area, The Teason
#iven is that Admirel i'alsey has indications of a Jap novenent
In strencrth toward the Southern LM, While we balieve here
that there i1s a strong combatant foree in the TU¥ aren, wea have
no indiecation that this force, or A laree anrt Af it ig movine
South, TRased on our information, 3oPac task forces are unlikely

to find suitable tarrets at this time, And may arcounter ensny
submarines,

There were no major sirhtines by search plenes in the
CCLNEGYS Cema marea, Six DDs were renorted aff VELL/ LAVELLA,
Several A¥s were sean in the central ' 10N aren presumably
errloyed 1In earrving supplies to new Tan =oritions,

The offensive on TALLLLAUAL continues Sut has been slowed
down by very diffiecult terrain, There were sleven PTs on nisht
patrol in the GITADALCAINAL - ©AVC arem, This {8 the hlghest number
of the _'§o far renorted on this patrol, As was the rmse on the
25th (1badl), a leree groun of eneny bMmnhars anoroached GL.Lal-

2ANMAL mit retired without ,d n ] any Homhe, 2178 made A routine
strike on !TMDA at 1640 ({:,ISSQTW

Mine .5is and rive 55 -
tucked one A and one I'D near V:LLA LAVALLA at 1740 ( gai]. bt
s cot 2 hits on the AL and 7 near misses on the L, Pive tora
nedoem aimed nt the AL misaed,

The ..l photo reconnaissance sroun has returned safely

to CAKU. o raport has heen made of the Aarmy photo reconnaissance
nlanned from FI'NAMITI to OJEAN and NATRU,

Boller tubes for g‘q;r:nnmao], O are In the JALLS williH
which grounded the 26th (fvodl) at AV VN ICLAND (MK IMlbEr).,
This may delay MINNZIAPOLIS repair. The PENCACCLA arrived at PZAKL
for battle damage repair,

Zincpac has recomnended againat = Department nlan to pro-

vide 200 pliders for Sopac, MNo spenific need for rliders in the
bouth Pacific is seen at this time,

{Continued)
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January 27th, (“ontinued)

Admiral ilnlsev i3 concerned asout the shortace of Armmy
nlanes in his area, {Comsonac 171710},

The Jana made tholr third two-nlane ruid on our AVIITTFA
poaition todav, Aeain no damare was done,

Ya further indlontion wan recalved concernine a nossile
raid on IANTCN but the alert continuer, Ilack of information
cnoncarning the locetion of enemy carriars continues, While they
are halieved in the area betwaen T.Ux nnd the FEmpire and probably
destined for emnloyment in the South, it is within enemy oupahll-
ity to raid our Jentral Pacific nositions beore we can place
ndenuuste surface orces in an Intercentine poritlon,

January 28th, (Oahu d.n-\'t) { an % 7‘)

The “ecretary of the Navy, Admiral !l'imitz, Lear admiral
Pelain and narty returned to PRART from an inspection of Parifle
positions. The Jecretary will leave for ‘an Ulero tomorrow,

‘While opernting 35 miles .jouth of GUALLLIANAL in ac-
cordanze with Jousopac Un, lan 4-L3, the crulser - destroyer
rroun under dear Admiral Giffaen kigl“'w) sirhted und tracked
by enemy nlanes during the afterttbh K zsﬁentary renorts show
that a larre rroup of enemy plunes cormaenced en attuck on TF 18
shortly after =unset, The :IITILAGC received damage to her motive
power and wag taken in tow by the 1L 77 V1Ll The task force

was subjectad to hegv gggcgnr for one hour and the attack was
atill roines on at gﬂﬁé"' . Ho sir coverape from Falal ANAL
or from the AV's jn company was nossible during darkness, TP 16
was ordered to nroceed to cover TI" 12, TF 18 was ordered to
nroceed to WEATE,

toutine air activities continued in the "7 I7MCHN"T_3ea
area, Teven R-17's hombed the V'IN nirdpome at 1920 Hé-ln
“enavruadal 220728 descrihes A strike made hy "W's and T ¥'s

on 6 DD's, 1 AV, And 1 ﬁn, 15 1-26's with firshter overars Hhimbed
the LA mrea at 1350 = SN

An alr reconnalssance of ITAYY And AV TH will be made
dajlv until further orders, !No Antivity waa noted on thonma
iclande today,

The photo reconnalssance of 7IEAT and NATT!' was success-
fully completed today,
=10
Cn the 25th a 3=24 nhoto nlane bound for TR'K from
TUADALCANAL was unabhle to find TRUE ~wut photogranhed MILUYAT atoll
and ™'LAP atnll, Anothar try at T will be mnde,

{(Continued)
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January 2Rth, (Jontinued)

T 3 272247 nink renuests information from on'neh re-
eardine landine eraft for tha “17VA operation,

Admiral ‘'smlaeey's renuest to occunv RUSSELL Iulsnds will
- he apnroved hv TinepAao,

The V"ATCAZTTICETTED snd three ULls mre orderad to nroceesd
to Pacific Fleet for Auty, They will lenve the Xmst ‘onsat on
Rahruary Ath{(+8)

Yo eippifisant develownants ware renorted In the entral
and Morth Paci’ic areas,

There were no new enanrty develonments,

<
January 29th=(01hu date) Fuwne § (’\‘
o -
At noon today Admiral 0iffen was ordered to proceed to

EFATE with his crulsers leaving the CHICAGO in tow of the EAVAJO
with maximum DD escort with the ACVs and CHICAGO. At 1630 (-n)
while the CHICAGO group was proceedins toward ESPIRITU SANTO, the
rroup was attacked by nine enermy torpedo plenes, As a result of

this attack the CHICAGO was reported sinking snd the LaVALLETTE
hit,

( th'u? "p)
TF 16 1s providing alr coverage for the remainder, o ?@’19.
Other forces in the Coral Sea area were fueling. The alr groups
of the ACVs of TF 65 were ordered tc prepare to move to GUADALCAYAL.

During laast night the New Zealand corvettes KINI and McA
destroyed a Jap sub cargpng troops near KAMIMBO,

No report was received regarding the lard offensive on

GUADALCAYAL., General Patch plans to lend troops from cne APD and
alx LCTs at MAROVOVO,

Routine strikes on MUNDA and VILA recelved heavy AA fire.
It 1s evident that the very heavy bombings on these positions, and
shelling, are only able to inflict comparsatively minor damage and
do not lmmobilize these alrfielda for more than a few hours at a

time, We cannot expect to cause the enemy tr abandor positions
by these means,

RUSSELL ISLAND probably 1s occupled by a small number of

Japs. The number of the enemy there should not prevent cur og-
cupation,

)
Photos taken s month after our December 24th raid on WAKE
show dlsappolinting amount of damage inflicted. A

Cincpac desires a Seabee detachment at CAKXTON for the re-
hablllitation of the UATS base, 1357
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January 29th (Continued)

The action of enemy uir in the “0iLiNS Sen Area nhowas
that our combatant vessels ere prime tarsets, alth-ush four Als
were pood tarrets at SUALALSATA]L vesterda» thev were passed up In
favor of 7% 1R, It would apnear that the present snem: Intention
13 to rely on shora Lased alir and troops for the defense of the
“CIOTONR Tea Area, This frees surface forces Tor action elsewhere,
"Thile wa continue to hellave that the enemy will make nt least one
more major effort in tha “YLCMONT Area, hia asility to strike in
the Wawailan Aresa and alons our sunnly linenr nonstituter s threat
which must he %ent clearly in mind,

Tha Saearatary of the 'layy whs oDrevented rrorm leaving PEAFD
today by wenthar, I!e expacta to leave tomnrrow,

Tanuary 30th, {(0ahu date)

The “ecratnrvy of the llavv And =arty left “or the want
Somst,

later renorts show that the FIITAW was sun% by torpedo
planes at 164L (-11) January 30 bv enenmy tornedo nlenes, 66o of
the personnel was rescued hv the escorting Dos, At the time of
the attack T¥ 16 was in A novering noattion 50 milea awar, Jf the
thirteen enemy torpedo nlunes seen attacking, twelve were shot

down by ZNTE!PRISY planes - Hut not until some had released thelr
torpedoes,

TF's 11, 16, 64, 67 will fuel as aoon as possinle txen
oparate in the eastern CULL JEA,

The ground offensive at SU.l.iLi.NAL 18 proceediny satis-
factorily. Three of the four APs involved in un 2lan L-43 have
left GUADALZAMAL., The remalining one should lesve tomorrow,

Houtine alr activities in the uilOLLN" UEA mres were
hampered by weather, At 1745 (-11) January 3lat 1?2 ° 2 and ?
T%a with V¥ coverare attacked 1 DD, 1 AL, 1 corvette acuth of
the THCRTLANDS, 2 direct hits with 1060 bomhs and one torpado hit
was reported on the A, 2 500/ direct hits on the UL was reported,
Ten @#'s intarcepted of which Tive were shot down. Ve lost two
P-38's, Oearches sirshted numerous T and Varus in the arem, mmt

no najor units were seen, The V1LA fleld was renorted not yet
ready for use,

Cincpac ia nleannine to reinforce air strencsth at ¥'HAFTI
to counter nossliiyle surface ralds exnmected in the namrr future,
alnforcements for C.ANTON for the same »urnoese are undarway,

SANTCN was shelled by two Tew subs {probebly i clansa]
ahnut 0500 {£11) Jenuary 30th, DUemace was nesliei-le,

{Sontinued) 1354
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January 30th (Continued)

The NAUTILUS returned from patrcl off BOUCAINVILLE 3STRAIT
and reports that she sank one DD, probably sank two AP, damaged
one CA and one A0, (The CA was the MOOAKI class previously noted),

Salvage of the MIDDLETON at AMCHITKA is progressing satis-
factorily and it is expected to refloat the vessel on the 3lst{e@)
Cincpac has disapproved the request of General DeWitt to send LSTs

to ALASKAN waters because of green crews and pressing needs elses-
whe re.

CinC 2nd departed from TRUK on the 30th (=9), This im-
portant news may mean an all out offeneive directed at OUATALCANAL,
On the other hand, and as remarked yesterday, dependence on shors
based alr and ground troops for the defense of the SOLOMONS SEA
area may permit the employment of CinC 2nd elsewhere, Our forces

in the South Pacific are being deployed to counter the enemy in
the SOLOMONS SEA area.

The enemy continues to run Marus into KISKA. Two ehipe
are expected there very shortly,

Alr atrips have been completed on both OCEAN and NAURU

;2 @

ISLANDS,

January 31st (Oahu Nate)

A "Tokyo Express" variously reported ms composed of 16
to 20 crulsers and destrovers was renortad departings from the
FAT?I area at 1222 (-11) the 1lst, The shins were sesn hv a coast
watcher north of VELLA LAVELLA on course southeast at 1220 {-11)
the 1lst, A search nlane reported the "Exnress”™ nos{tion, course
and speed at 1515 (-11) Fehruary 1lat, and at 1600 (-11) #ehruary
1st. At 1R20 {-11) Tabruary lst, GUTADAT SA"AL nlanes attacked the
enemy shinpa hetween WEW GECRGTA and TSAOFL ITLANDT without suc-
cess, These nlanes renorted the force to he 12 7L or DL and #
DD, A much lareser "Yxpress™ than ususl. It is assumed that the
enemy force arrived at GUVADALTAYAL during the nicsht,

Routine alr asctivitiea continued in the central ~r  uil™,
Five B-173 with VF cover rot three hita on an AY Just off . R3T-
TAID Island at OR50 (-11) February 1st, Jeavy AA from ashors
damaged four fortresses, Four unescorted 3-173 enroute to homb
shinning at 77IN were attacked by 20 zeros a few minutes later.
Three 1-17s are missing, Twelve 53D and 4 TBF with V¥ rover
hombed MUNDA at 0800 (-11) February lst. In this strike two 33ls

were lost, A search plane reported approximately 135 ships In the
BUIN area at 0R20 (-11) February lst,

e

(Jont {nued)
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FECRET

Januarvy 31st (0ahu Data) {Continued)

tur nosition at OMADALTAMAL was bombed at ahout 1130 (-11)
Fabruary 1lst by seven V3, {nly one nlane dropned homba whinh 414

riinor damnacre to the bhomber stri=a, Tha enemy loat nt least three
nomhers,

Between 1445 and 1530 (-11) February 1st, 10 ener:. dive
hombers covered by 30 ceros attacked the De'l.VEN hatween 1V
and TUPERANCE,  The DeifaVE! sank five minutes nfter bhelng hit,
The enemy lost 12 zeros mnd 2 hombers, e lost twn I'L¥=s,

Our sdvance on SUADALCAYAL YAan bheen alawed down nt the
JUNEGI river by stiff orpanized enemy rasistance,

Tha QUARDISH panortn alnkine two onemy Lim off 1 Vi
nid one AR northweat af LWL donttnund mxselleont soonerine
work shown that they are n most effactive wesnon agninat Japan,

To date, however, we have not made the most of this wennon., There

has heen no coordination between mir and submarines notad here,
for axample,

The ...0 J, 3, U1L3LH wes raflosmted January 31 (-11) and
arrived at ZUPIRITY SANTG the next day,

As the YD 20 was 1ost near Eureka,  wlifornis, in a
recent storr, the YFD 21 will he tewed to “oi'ae next nenth,

The attemnt to float the Y TLLLITL at I2UITE L was un-
suancessful hut salveape continues,

It 1s bellavad that n maior attuck on “VALALIAAL I
materinlizine, It may well he that enemy strenpth w'll 3urnpAns
anvthing nreviously seen in this arena, %hus TAr nc eneny trans-
norts have heen renorted snroute ALLLLUCIAL, e aan axnpent the
enemny to ernlov new tactiecs, The nipht torredo attnsk fror ~lrnes
on the JHIZAG0 18 a sempnle of enemy proficlency and f{neemriity, In
that attack there was introduced a new emnloymant, of mareing
flares, flashine float liphta, And A narker nlane, ‘e are denloy-
ing our entire lnuth Paeific naval strencth to meet the anany,

In addition to TF 11, 16, 6L, 67, a new tas< force ‘49) of 4 -1Bs,
J AZVs, and a DD screen under Vice Admiral Leary has been ordered
to oparate to the northeast of Z7I3RITH 3. , Arrivine In that
vicinity Fedruary 3rd {(-11), .

]
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SECRET
Jaruary (GCT)

02 0702 COMSOPAC to CTF 63, 64, 67, CTO 62,6, CTU 6€,1.,6 etc,

About 1100 GCT January 3rd Tesk Force 67 proceed west of
SOLOMO'3 via polnt queen to arrive vicinity point tare at
0800 GCT 4th, Detach MUNDA bombardment unit that point,
Arrange junction Task Force on Sth along daylight retire-
ment line toward point queen returning vieinity point tare
at 1000 GCT Sth, retiring daylign 6th generally toward
point queen. Task Foroe 64 proceed west of RENNELL to
arrive vicinity point uncle at 0900 GCT January 4th making
daylight retirement 5th generally toward point SUdAr Te-
turning vicinity point uncle at 0900 GCT January 5th, re-
tiring south daylight 6th. Comtaskfor 63 provide ailr
coverage as practicable for above daylight retirements
Taskforces 64 and 67. Point tare lat. 09-30 south, long-
1tude 159 east. Point uncle latitude 10-30 south, longltude
159 east. This 13 to Comgen CACTUS and Commavtase CACTUS
have in another system. Comgen Sopac has for info via hand.

01 0918 COMSOPAC ta CINCPAC Info AL! TF CNMDRS SQPAC, etec,

MUNDA raids as follows, 6 B-26's, 12 VF over at 1630(-11)
31st. 3 Black cats harassing lew Years Eve and 9 P-2¢'g

there again at 0700 (-11) today. AA heavy but not too ace
curate., About 8 large caliber guns in area. Durir~g strike
the 1st no planes seen on field.non Japs airborne. On
GUADALCAYAL our SBD's bombed reported enemy division head-
quarters near KOKUMBOXA but heavy jungle hid results. At

0910 (-11)/1st our search saw heavy surface force underway
course 070 3 miles north of SHORTLAND ISLAND. Comscnec sende.
BALLALE ISLAYD fighter strip reported 3 weeks from completion,
DF noting heavy ORANGE sub traffic near RABAUL. GRO'PER pre-

porta sinking 8360 ton AK off BUKA 12/17. RGO AUCKLAND not
an addee pass to NZNB.

01 2038 CTF 8 to CINCPAC Info COMINCH, COMGEN

57 600 pound bombs were dropped by 8ix liberators on
AK's KISKA HARBOR at 0040 GCT Januaryl, Photographs
show staddle within S0 feet smaller ship with probable
damage. Other bombs unobserved due clouds. Attack
covered by 9 lightnings. 1 of 6 zeros in the alr shot
down. 4 twin two single float zeros on beach in harbor,
2 recently arrived AK's remain KISKA, larger showing
evidences of fire. Cominch info, Comgen ADC by hand

Cincpac action., Adees pass. Recon-aissance FORXULA
negative., From Comtaskfor 8
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SECRET

" ShRLA

Jlnuarz QOCT)

02 1044

03 0536

03 0703

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALL TPC SOPAC, CCMSOWESPACPOR etc,

Our forces CACTUS concentrating Jap strongholda MT AUSTEN
MATANIKAO areas forcing enemy readjust posits to avoild
artillery. Japs engaged by ELUE patrols healthy well
equipped. New Year's search reported several planes on
NEW BALLALE strip. Sighti-gs second BUIN-PAISI area 2
CL's or large DD's, 5 DD's, 3 AK's. MNUNDA strike today
by & B-26, 9 dive bombers and 16 VF co-centrated taxiways,
AA defenses, 6 gun emplacements and building blasted,
Search second REKATA 2 barges, 7 planes on water. Fore-
noon firat coast watcher VELLA LAVEL!A saw large sub sur-
faced west hia 1sland Comsopac dally info. Other watoher
reports amall nip party exploring islandas ROVIANA LAGOON
and FORAOING FO D singe 30th. At dawn 3lst 20 man barge
called OLILAVATA east coast OAKCLOOA departing dusk same
day. Sopec fortreases hit large warship during RABAUL
strike first, KAVIENG drome being further improved, 53
planes there Jlat. Pass to NZNB,

COMSOPAC to CINGQP AC Info ALL TF 3OPAC, COM3OMESPAC, etc,

This 1s part oneof 2 parts of daily done. TOKYO Express
ran again nlght 2 DDash, 3 D. 10 DC's course southeast
seen 25 miles south of SYORTLAND at 1426 L (-11) /2 by

5 B-17's and 5 P-38's enroute to hit BUIN area. Dronped
40 bombs on the DD's nil hits, At 1800 L SBD and fighter
strike from CACTUS interoepted the 10 DU express just off
RENDOVA scored direct hits 2 shins left 1 apparently sink-
ing, 1 burning badly. Own air shot down 1 of 10 plane
umbrella forced DD's change their heading. Express reached
CACTU3 however retiring northwest from ESPERANCE by 0200
L today. Dawn alr sent to hit them could not find but
later search plane saw 8 surviving cans 25 miles from
FAIST streaking back to base, Drums and boxes littering
water off T3PELANCE dawn 3rd, During night second dash
third whlle TOKYQO Expreass near E3PENANCE 3 enemy planes
separately over LUNGA dropped several bomba on fleld.
Strike which falled locate nip DL's today hit MUNDA 0725
L. Dive borbers destrcyed 3 more AA guns. Hadar loocated
on hill north of runway. MNew Year photos MUNDA show new
taxi loop also north of runway similar battered loop

to south. Comsopac sends. NWZ pass to KINB,

CONSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ATFC SOPAC, COMSOWESTPACFOK, ete.

This 1s part two of daily dope. On CACTUS our infantry

still working in Mount AUSTIN area usual patrolling and

30-35 less Japs alive. B marauders, 11 fighters swept

REKATA 2nd strafing float planes firing stores on beach,
Natives and watchers report as follows: Apparent sub off

N MALAITA AMOSECON. Nip party prowling ROVIANA LAGOON

took soundings KUVUKUVU ISLAND, also KOLOYBANGARA being
ocoupied in force 400 men at VILA but nc tlearings seen.] 358
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03 0703

03 2329 CONSOPAC to COMSOWESTPAC Info COMOEN GUA ANAL
Pass to MacArthur. The profitabie targets offered by

04 0442

04 0322 COMSOPAC to CTP 65, PENSACOLA, MINNEAPOLIS, COMBATPAC, VIRRO,

(Contimued)

ORANGE parties landed TEOP NE BOUGAINVIL'E 1lst. 2 more
barges ROLO LAGOON,NEW GEORGIA morning 2nd. Ship sight-
irgs 2nd: 087 vessels at RABAUL. 4 DD, 3 A¥ and possible
CL in BUINR-SHORTLAND area. Small AKX at KUNDA wharf.
Small sub off North MANGUNU where a midget sub base ray
exlst. Comsopac sends, NWZ pass to NZNR

present concentration heavy combatant ships in BUIN area
coupled with large reserve of avgas just now avallable

at CACTUS, presents opportunity which I desire exploit

to the fullest in covering CACTUS troop movement. Accord-
ingly request Forta of 5th and 1lth Groups be despatched
CACTUS. Comgensopac Info by hand from Originator Comsopac.,

COMSOPAC to CTF 16 Info COMGEN at GUADALCANAL, CINCPAC otc.,

Task Force 16 Rear Admiral Sherman in ENTERPRISE, 3AK DIEGO,
MORRIS, ANDERSON, MUSTIN, ELLET, dem rt BUTTON daylight
local January 5th proceed arrive general area Point XRAY
daylight 6th prepared for offensive operations. Comsopac
sends. Point XRAY Lat 9-00 South, Long 16230 East.
Comseronsopac Subcom BUTTON pasa to Port Director BUTTOK
for info.

Task Force 65 Rear Admiral Mason in NASSAU, ALTANMAHA, BUCHANANK |
MCCALLA, WOODWORTH, CUMNINGS, PENSACOLA, MINNFAPOLIS, VIREO
depart DUTTON when ready about nineteen hours GCT. Six January
proceed via SELWYN STRAIT to Point A. Lat. Sixteen degrees
south, Long. One seventy seven degrees Ten minutes east,

Task Group 66.7 Vice Admiral Leary in KEW MEXICO, MISSISSIPPI,
MARYLAND, COLORADO, MONAGHAN, PARRAGUT, HULL depart PARTAN ONE
in time to rendezvous with Task Force 65 at point A at a time
designated by CTF 65. Upon %oining reform Task organization
as follows: Task Oroup 66.7 Vice Admiral Leary in MEXICO,
MISSISSIPPI, PENSACOLA, MINNEAPOLIS, MONAGHAN, HULL, VIREO,
Task Force 65 Rear Admiral Mason in NASCAU, ALTAMAHA, MARYLAND,
COLORADO, BUCHANAY, MCCALLA, "OODWORTH, CUMMINGS. Purther
orders for Task Group 66.7 and Task Porce 65 after rendezvous
will be 1ssued separate dispatch. ComTask Porce 65 pass
action to VIREO and Comseronsopac Subcom Info. Comseronaopac
in info by hand.
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05 0405 TF €7 CCMSOPAC to COMSOPAC, CINCPAC

Tried for one hour and twenty minutes to clear the fol-
lowing by radio GUADALCANAL and NOUMEA on 3 separate
frequencies with no results. "042345. Night bombardment
MUNDA successfully completed on schedules. XNo opposition.
Catalina reports results fine. Expended 2800 rounds 6
inch, 1300 rounds 5 inch all in target area. Task Force
87 originator reports W th regret that in sttack by about
five Jap dive bombers southwest of OUALALCAKNAL at 0936

L (-11),fifth number 3 turret ACKILLES hit and out of ac-
tion;six killed, seven wounded. Other bombs missed.
Ubserved 2 Japs shot down by CACTUS fighters®., Later
info: ACHILLES turret badly hit but following from Cap-
tain Mannergh "Our fighting value 1s only alightly re-
duced and our fighting temper greatly incressed." Juoted

despatch also sent to TULAGI by plane hecause of refusal
operators to anawer up,

04 0702 COMSOPAC to CTG 66,7, CTF 65, VIREQ, TERN Info CNOMIKCH ete.

Tagk Group 66,7 after forming at point a accordance ny
040322 proceed PEARL via point 3 lat, 14 degrees 45 mins
scuth, long. 170 degrees, 45 mins weat thence via route
passing between FANNING snd CHRISTMAS ISLANDS. Estimated
speed of advance 8 knota. Variation in route authorized
on basis weather, condition of escort ships and sneny
information. CTG €6.7 keep intereated parties informed

of movements as practicable, Fuel avallable at STRAWSTACK
if required. Task Force 65 operate ss directed by CTG
€6.7 to provide air coverage for Task Group 66,7 to point
about 300 miles east of point a, When detsched Task force
65 proceed FANTAN 1 for fuel gonduoting trainine opera-
tions for about 3 days enroute. Expedite fueling and re-
port readiness to depart for BUTTON. TERN relleve VIREO
vicinity STRAW as designated by CTG 6C.7 and proteed to
PEARL with Task Oroup. VIREO when relieved reverts to
control of Comseronsopac. VIREQ is action adee, Other
action ndees please paas. Info i1s Comgen PANTAN and SAKOA
also Comgawseafron, Comserforpac. Comgensopac info by
hand. TERN who i{s action has in snother aystem,

04 1242 COMANPHORSCPAC to COMNAVACTSOL Info CCM_TG 62,6 eto.

It 1s with a full appreciation of the difffqulties you
face and are overcoming that Comamphorsopac notes the
highly complimentary reports from TP 62 offlcers concern-
ing the vaatly improved effectivenesas of your freight

and personnel unloading organization, and also the amoothe
ness of the naval tactical coordination now in effect.
Please accept my sincere songratulations, also extend

to the Commandera of Army, Navy, and Marine units concern-
ed, and to the splendid men of all services who have so
strongly labored to bring sbout this important result.
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06 0252 COMSOPAC to CTF 67, 16, 63, 64 CTU 66,1,6 Info CTF 62 ete

Comseronsuboom deliver to Port Director BUTTON both info,.
Origlnator Comsopac hands to Comseronsopac, Comgensopac,
Port Director WHITE POPPY, Comnavbasesopac all info.
Comgen, Comnavbase CACTUS, also info. 5 AP's Tesk droup
62.6 departed CACTUS 0330 GCT January 5th., Safe with-
drawal these ships considered completed by end evening
twilight the 6th at which time covering tasks my opersa-
tion plan 1-43 are terminated. At that time 4 A7's en-
route 3UMAC-SPOONER in approximate poelition lat, 14 3outh
long. 162-30 East, 1 AP enroute BUTTON at about lat. 13-20,
South, long. 165-30 East, estirmated speeds of advance 14.3
knots, Present intention return surface task forces to
port. Unleas otherwise directed. Task Porce 64 roceed
WHITE POP?Y to arrive forenoon January 9th. Task Force 67
proceed BUTTON to arrive forencon Jaruary 8th contacting
Task Unit 6G.1.6 enroute at point oboe and taking in
company, Task Force 16 proceed BUTTCN to arrive during day-
light January 7th or forenoon January 8th, Task Unit
66.1.6 report to Comtaskfor G7 at point obos at cne of
three dally times my Op Plan 1-43, grncood in company

to BUTTON, On return to port Tesk Forces 16, 64, 67,

and Task Unit 66.1.6 assume 24 hours condition of readiness.

06 0712 COMSOPAC to CTF 65, PENSACOLA MINNEAPCLIS, COFATSHIPS etc.

Wy 040322 modifled. Comsopac talking. Add 8TACK to Task
Force 65 departing BUTTON. Upon Jolning at point afirm
reform organizations as followst Task Force 65 Vice Adm,
Leary on NEW MEXICO, MISSISSIPPI, MARYLAND, COLORADO, NAS-
SAU, ALTAKAHA, BUCHANAN, MCCAL!A, WOODWORTH, CUMMINGS.
Tagk Group 6¢,7 Captain Lowe in PENSACOLA, WINNEAPOLIS,
HULL, FARRAGUT, MONAGHAN, STACK, VIREO. CTF 65 vass to
VIREC also an action addee. Comseronanpac info has by
hand., Comgen FANTAN has in another systen.

COMSO?AC to CTF 65, CTG 66,7, VIREO, TERN Info COMINCH etc.

Iy 040702 cancelled. Comaopac sends, Task Oroup 6C.7
after forming at point afirm accordance my 060712 prooceed
PEARL via point baker lat. 14-45 South, long. 170-45 West
thence via route passing between FANNING and CHRISTMAS 18-
LAYDS. Estimated speed of advance 8 knots., Variations in
route authorized on basis weather, crndition of escorted
ships and enemy information. Comtaskgroup 66,7 keep ine-
terested parties informed of movements as practicable.,
Fuel avallable at STRAWSTACK if required. Comtaskfor €5
provide coverage for oruisers of Task Group 66,7 to a
point about 300 miles east of point afirm. VUpon detache
ing Tesk Oroup 66,7 Taak Force 65 proceed PANTAN One for
fuel conducting training operations for about 3 days enroute.
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06 0732 (Continued)

Expedite fueling and report readiness to depart NEW }NE-
BRIDES area. TERYN relieve VIREC vicinity STRAY as direct-
ed by Comtaskgroup 6¢.,7 and proceed PEARL with Task Group.
VIREO when relieved reverts to control of Comseronso)ac.
Comtaskfor 65 pass to VIREO alao action adee. TEKL ag-

tion adee has in another aystem Comseronsopac info has
by hand,

05 0442 COMSOPAC -to CINCPAC Info CONAIRSCPACFOR, ete.

This from Comsopac. In response to apreal from Blghop
Wade of BOUGAINVILLE relayed via Coast watcher system

to evacuate party of seventeen American white women whoae
presence and whereabouts believed made known to Japs by
natives, NAUTILUS was diverted from patrol in adjoining
area to TEC? UARBOR where night of 31st were taken off
seventeen women, nine men Including one suspicious
character and three children, Pursuers entered TEOP next
morning. Sub Commander gave coast watthers atorage bat-
teries supvlies and X-Kas stores. Sub then carried party
vicinlty FLORIDA ISLAND where they were transferred to

PC 476 out of TULAGI daylight January 4 and put on board
HUNTEK LIGOETT for passage to AUCKLAXKD. Investigation
reveals only four more white females, three of whom are

misslonariea lef't in SOLOMONS. Will release story to
press locally,

06 0450 KODIAK to COMINCH, CIKCPAC Info Comgen ADC.

Adees pass to Cominch and Cincpac. Lnery AK three thousend
tons, approaching BOODLE dlacovered and trailed bv Catae
lina noon tnday., Three B-25's bombed and left ship burn-
ing in approximate position lat. 53 degrees North, long.

178 degrecs East. Trailing Catalina reports ship sank.
Liberator (weather plane) scored one direct hit, two near
misses at one hour GCT &th on another enemy ship type not
vet renorted lat. 53 degrees Yorth lonz. 173-10 East.
Comgen ADC by hand,

07 0LO2 COMSOPAC to CTF 1) Info ALL CTF SOPAC, CG SUVA, ete.

Task Force 11 get underway about 0530 GCT January 7th

for 3 days tactioal onerations. Comsopac sends., Prooeed
via route eighty miles south ISLE OF PINES to NEW HEZRIDES,
FANTAN area remaining south of latitude 15 degress south,
Unless otherwise directed return WHITE POP™V during after-
noon January 1llth. Port Director N)UMEA, Comseronsopac

Comgensonac and Comnavbase WHITR ™0° 'Y have info by han&.
Comnavbase EFATE and ITTON info.

1362




ShEM M

SECRET
January (GCT)

05 2215 COMINCH o US FLEET Info VICE O"NAV, BIRHI™®, RUQRD, ete,

Tubjeot damage Tevorts, In all cases of serious danage
whether in aotion or otherwine make 2 dlespatoh repsrte,
(a) 1st eatinate of demare and its cause. (b} all im-
nortant details inoluding replacement items that oen be
determined in damaged conditinon, Intlude Cominch in sotion
address of both, cunnlement disnatahés by letter after
thorough examination, Jriginator »f letter and of each
endorsement send cony to Cominch direot using airmasil
when nossible, Cominch will make irmediate dimtributio-n
to Vice Opnav and bureaus, Parallel letter and endorse-
ments hv dispatches 1f gain of time is anparent, Acocom-
plish forercoing with minimum addition of renorts to those
required by other authnrities., ™urnose is earliest re-
storation to service by expediting renairs and procure-
ment of speclal material and units requiring replacement,
Clasasify above damage reoorts secret., Vice Opnav, u-
ships, Buord and Juser have for info.

06 0347 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH.

Sending 1s Comsopac,action Cinepac, info Cominch, ilarmon
conocurs following pronosals, Relieve i4th lefense batta-
lion ROSES by moving 198th voast artillery AA complete
with enuipment and personnel and the ~sersonnel of 27uth
Coast Artillery (OD) from BOBCAT to ROSES, L4th Defense
battalion to remove &ll weapone and equinment exocept 5-
inch/51 guns. 4th Defense battalion after rehaoilitation
in SPOONER and replacement of e~uipment will then be ready
for offensive operations. I!llo replacemesnt coast defense
weanons for this unit avallable in this area. All Army
anti-aircrart and coast defense artillery now at BLEACHER
which will become avallable after relier by 'TEW ZEALAID
foreces are required ror adequate defense WITHN-ROSER.
WHITE P0PYY area, Proposed move will result in more
homegeneous units at ROFER and reinforoement XITTON with
aimed minimum adequate nersonnel manning both defense arees,
Considering needs of foward areas as naramount believe
transient nresence of fighter nlaney, 1 Army anti-airoraft
auto-weanons, battalion ?FE”) and 1 ﬁrny harbhor defense
battalion tvne D 155 guns which shotild be moved from
UNTTED STATES to ORCAT soon es nracticeble must suffioce
for that base, XKenuest annroval,

07 0731 CTICPAC to COMSNTAC

Does urdis 060347 contemplate that resomnended harbor de-
fense CAC “attallon bring 155 MMggunl from mainlend or

man nresent eigzht 7 inchauns at AT, Due to unde-

sirab 1lity making two shifts of oersonnel esch requiring
familiarization with new weanons have you considered per-
sonnel direct from mainland for 5" ROSES, or the smploymsat
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07 0731

05 2359

07 2213

07 1245

{Vontinued)

versonnel now manning SLEACHER 6 inoh guns which mac-

cording your secret serial 0098C are to be left for
I troops,

COMGE!l "'DC_to CINCPAC

Joint directive referred to in my dispatch lecember

28 and reference {our 292034, To vinopac from lekitt,
CG WDC © 01017. vlan for two regimsntal conmbat

teams of the 7th Division to arrive at FCHT ORD prepared
to initiate amnhibious training on January 15. In order
that arrivel at FORT ORD of landing oraft unit made
availa»le to Comamforpac may be coordinated with ar-
rival of Army units, it is highly desirable that is-
suance of Jjoint directive referred to be expedited

to permit organization of Joint staff and begin train-
ing of units immediately upon arrival.

COMBSOPAC to al] CTF SOPAC, Info CINCPAC, COMINCH.

When more than one large ocarrier being operated to-
gether either in 1 Task Force or incident junction
2 Task foroes, it is directed that GCT provide for
separation when an air attack imminent to permit

complete freedom of individual maneuver by each oar-
rier,

COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSQPAC,

Propose order Commander PT Smuadrons South Pacific to
supervise and coordinate advenced traininz, taotical
development, and operational nlans for PT boats in

that area, Commander also would coordinate adminis-
trative snd maintenance matters for squadrons and tenders
as direoted by Comsopac, Am considering assigning one
or more oonverted AVP for duty as tender to pive greater
mobility those PT squadrons for operations South Pacifioe.
Proposed PT aquadrons ocommander would be Captaln with
suitable staff, Comments and recommendations desired.

ShLEN
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07 0331 CINCPAC to COMWESEAFRON,

For Lt, General DeWitt, Your 052359, Your desm tch of
28 December not received, Please repeat, 1 assume your
reference to my 292034 is Cominch's despatch conerning
landing craft which had that number,

23 0407 (Dec) CINCPAC to COMWESRAFRONT Info COMINCH,

For General DeWitt. Concur vour 211220 as Sasis for
initiating training. Request you send me your suggested
draft of the Joint Direotive we should issue in carrving
out Task B of Cominch 181315, Foregoing based on assump-
tions. Afirm., That troops have been or will be made
available to you. %aker, That location of amnhibious
training ia satisfactory to #ockwell, Cast, That
necessary tranasnports for the indiosted comhat loading

can be made availahle for the actual operation against
BODDLE,

21 1820 DeWitt's (See Pi

07 1515 Cominch to Cincpms, Info Comsopacfor,

Reference your 0256 W of 26 November regarding defense
Yerry Houte Bases War Department reply states following
"Material will be made available for distri ution as
recommended by you for general purpose for which it ias
allocated 12 155 mm guns available in three months 16

40 mm A2 with direotors at once 8 90 mm AA with directors
available in 2 months 20 90 MM AA with directors availsble
in 6 months if still required 6 50 cal MG at once 6 SCR
268 at once 7 fighters will be dispatched to Hawaii in 3
months 16 A2LA dive bombers will be dispatched to Hawaii
in January ", Augmentation of personnel of present gar-
risons of Ferry Route Bases from sources outside Pacifrio
theater impossible at thin time. Thereforse manning of
above items of ordnance must be an additional duty present
personnel or authorized for each base, War Department is-
suing directive for shipment ordnance items indicatecd ajve
in accordance with para & of vour study as submitted to
Cominch, Army cannot provide 20 mm AA, Information leter
on feasibility of Wavy proviaion of 20 mm guns with Navy
mounta, Advise Tmmons and Harmon and confirm appropriate-
ness of Army directive resard shi-mant or of changes you

may desire, Chief of Staff Army has for info, OPD Pacifie
Theater informed, '
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COLSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALL TF CO¥3OPAC, etc,

Coast watcher reports 2 new potential VF refueling stripes
NEY GECORGTA ISLAND. 1 located 1 mile north weast 3EGI
(southeast tin NEY GEORGIA), other 4 ~1les SE VIRU.

Watcher reports nips could be secretly developing with

- natlive lator. Both sites accessitle small vessels casil:

09 00638

09 0342

defended, At 1200 1(-11}/7 our olanes strafed camou-
flaced sloop KOLCKOPE POINT south coast STA ISAREL ISLAND,
Same afternoon sighted small boat NI'FU PCINT small twin
rmasted craft anchored weat KORIGOLE HARRCR and 10-12 ap-
parent old landing boats plus 2 large rafts ALBATHOSJS

BAY. € Marauders, 12 P-39's swooped low over HRFKATA

1545 1 (-11)/7th started fire damaged 2 float planes,lost t
2 planes to AA fire, ilorning search ssme dasy saw nil
shipoing in B'IN-FAIST area. Watcher reports EUXKA drome
qulet the 7th Jans have moved sawnill and bullding mat-
erial to KILTA, Natives say recent BUKA torblngs darmged
11 twin motored borbers blasted brand new searchlight.
CACTUS Hudaon bombed native village unfriendly to
BOUGAILVIL'E watcher,

COMSCAC to CINCPAC Info ALY TFC 3CPAC, COMSOWESPAC, ete,

During afternoon 2th 2 DD's, 1 AY were aighted heading
east northeast from FAISI. At 1550 1(—11? ships were

20 miles north northwest of KCLOXBANGARA on course 160
probably ran down to MUNDA or VILA evading strike despatch-
ed from CACTUS. Air search saw same vessels 0850 1(-11)
today just off eastern VELLA TAVELLA course 030, Also
north northwest XOLOYBANGARA BLUE sub saw € or more L[D'p
heading south southeast at 2030 1(-11)/8. Ko further
report this sighting. 5 fortresses without VF escort
bombed 3 unfriendly native villages southeast BOUGATIL-
VILLE on 8th and shot down 2 of 12 zeros attacking over
friendship. All our planes returned. Two forts visited
REKATA separately 8th dropning total 1¢ 500 pound bombs.
Searched same day, saw 2 DD's anchored west comst BUKA,
another DD and small umident weat comst BUKA headed south,
may be duplication, PEUWA watolier reported crulaser, 2 Dh's
in 7 ship convoy east of passage heading north also large
AK pgolng north via west coast all the 8th. torth of
RINGDOVE PAY was small patrol boat heading north. Black
cat harrassed WUNDA with bomb flares darkness 8th-9th,

One plane bellieves scored direct hit on 4 gun AA bat-

tery MUNDA POINT. HNatives report VILA plantation house

dismantled moved into BUSH Western boundary plantatlon,
Comsopac again,

CINCPAC to COMTASKPOR 3, COMTASKFOR B Info COMINCH etc,

The following plan issued jointly by Cincpac and Comgen
Western Defense Command is to be executed on receipt.,
P“’%08“°ﬁ Task. Train force for assault and cocupstion

f DLE. Para two., Forces. Army. 7th inf Div, 184th
?nf. regt 507th. AA regt plus such portions of RionzE 1J36€
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09 0342

0d 1930

{Continued)

arrisons aa are mede avallable by Comgen West. Def.

om, Navy. Necessary training staff, transports and land-
ing craft provided by Amphibforpac (Taskfor 3). Sup-
porting craft to be made available when appropriate by
Cincpac., DPara three. Units within territorial linmits
ULITED STATES other than those !n BRONZE trsin at FORT
ORD under direct superviaslon Comtaskfor 5. BRONZE units
to be trained by Comtaskfor 8 and Comgen ALASKA Def. Com.
as directed by Comgen West Def., Com. and Comtaskfor 3.
rara four., Command., Comgenwestdefcom and Comtasfor 3
wlll coordinate directly in carrylng out training.

Joint staff for tralning will be formed inm ediately by
direct arrangement among Comgen ALASKA Defcom, Com-
taskfor 8, Comgenweatdefcom and Comtaskfor 3 with view

to same staff continuing for actual operation. Com-
weseafron pass tn DeWitt. Other addressees paes to ap-
propriate Army commanders,

COMINCH to CTINCPAC, MAXCORP3, VICE OPKaV, Info CONIOPAC etc,

Para 1, blarcorps will make available on West Coast durlnt
month February following unita end their cargo for transfer
to South Paciflc Area, ?a) 7th Replacement Battalion. 25
officer, 1290 enlisted STRAW (On arrival STRAW embark re-
placement Battallon for WHITE POPPY in same vessel). (b)
Force Signal Co, 11 officer 178 enlisted STRAW. ({(c) 12th
Replacement Battalion 25 officer, 1290 enlisted WHITE POPPY.
(d) 21st Marine Regiment Reinforce plus portion of 3rd Dive
i1sion special and aservice troops. About 400 officers

7300 enlisted.. Destination as directed by Cincpac. lo)

lst Corps Medical Battallion 36 officers, 470 enlisted.
WAITE POPPY. (f) 2nd Anti-tank Battalion 34 officers, 709
enlisted WIITE POPPY. (g) 4th Ralder Battalion 37 officer,
857 enllated. Destination as directed by Cincpac. (h)
Aviation replacements 46 officers, 400 enlisted PUTTON.

Para 2, Cincpac inform other action and info adees final
destination of units 1isted in (d) and (g) above and

change 1f any in destination of other units. Early reply
requested in order to arrange transportation. Para 3.

Vopnav will provide transportation when vessels are svall-
able.
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10 0614 CONSOPAC to CINCPAC Info AL" TFC SOPAC COMSOWESTPAC, eto.

09 0432

ettt e e i b S

S Marauders, 6 dive bombers hit MUNDA separately forenoon
9th starting 3 fires scoring direct hit on gun emclace-
ment east of uill house and silencing AA end of point.
Sighting 9th included followlng. &t 1540 1 (=11} 1 CL
with 3 plane covercourse 165 miles northeast CHOISEUL BAY
1045 1 {-11), 2 DD's east north east XIETA on oourse

230 plus 3rd destroyer outside TONOLEI heading toward
KIETA and anchored, A¥X CHOISEUL BAY. RFCCE noted poa=
sible recent work unused KIETA strin., BUYA wetcher saw
medium Al arrive there noon the 9th unload in afternoon,
Escorting DD departed to northwest. Airdrome quiet. In
OUIN area natives report concrete road or runway con-
struction but watcher feels natives now untrustworthy;
loyal ores held only throuch fear retallatory raids,

Japs told natives war now won but warned them take shelter
during coming 4 day battle. 2 small AK's and haryres
reported RIGI COVE near VILA plentatlon Jaruary S5th.
CACTUS qulet, routine patrclling.

COM3OPAC to ALL SHIPS SOPAC AHEA, CCMSERCNSOPAC, etc,

Short title quote Sopacorg one unquote. Present inten-
tlon reorganize task forces 3outh Pacific at 0000 hours
GCT January 13th as follows: Task Force 11 Rear Ad-
miral Ramasey SARATOGA, SAN JUAK, 6 Destroyers; Task Force
64 Hear Adm!ral Lee ‘YASHINGTO'., NORTH CAROLIDMA, INDIARA,
o destroyers; Task force 16 Rear Admiral Sherman ENTER- .
PRISE, SAl DIEGO, € destroyers; Task Force 67 Rear Ade
miral Alnsworth HASHVILLE, HOKOLULY!, HELENA, ST, LCVIS,
ACHILLES, 9 destroyers 1ncluding CACTUS striking group

of s destroyers; Task Force 18 Rear Admiral Giffen
WICHITA, LOUISVILLE, COLUMBIA, CLEVELAND, WCNTPELIER,
SANGAION, S'WANEE, CHEKANGO, 8 destroyers; Task Force 65
Rear Admiral Mason NA3SAU, ALTAKAHA, COPAHEF, XARYLAKD,
COLORAZC, 5 destrovers; special Task Force 69 NEW

LEXICC, MISSISSIFPI Vice Admiral Leary, destroyers as
assigned. Task Forces 63 Vice Admiral Fitch and 62

Rear Admiral Turner remain unchanged. Destroyer esge-
corts and Dli's remaln under Comsopac in Task Force 66,
Senlor Officer of each type in Sopac will act as type
cormander. fPropose initially base task forces as fol-
lowa: Task Forces 1! and 64 RCUKEA, Task Forces 16 and
€7 BUTTON, Task Force 12 ROSES, Task Porce 65 and special

Task Force €9 FANTAN 1. Assignment destroyers by separate
despatch
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COLSOPAC to ALL TF COMS SOPAC, CCMSERONSOPAC, etc.

Refer Jopacorg 1. Deatroyer assignments to Tesk Porces

a3 follows: Task Force 11 SAUFLEY, CRAVEX, GRIDLEY, MC-
CALL, MAURY, CASE, Task Force 16 MORKIS, ANDERSON, HUQHES,
WUSTIN, RUSSEIL, ELILET. Task Force 18 CONWAY, WALLEK,
EDWARDS, FRAZIEK, MEADE, CHEVALIE:, TAYLOR, LAVALLETTE.
Task Force 64 DUNLAP, PANNING, CUMMINGS, RADFORD, JEXKINS,
Task Force 65 WOODWORTH, BUCHANAYN, LANSDOTNE, LARDNER,
GRAY30YN, MCCALLA. Task Force 67 DRAYTON, LAMSON, PER-
KINS, REID, plus CACTUS striking group BALCH, NICHOLAS,
FLETCEFR, OBAN'ON, DEHAVFX, llecessary movement orders
w1ll be 1ssued by Comsonac. Sopac escorts and DK's Teak
Force 66 LANG, SHAW, GANSEVOORT, WILSON, MAMAK, S'ITH,
STRONG, COMNY, GAMBLE, TRACY, WO'TGOMERY, PREERLE

CONSCPAC to CTF 67 Info

Propose assign DALCH to TF 67 SAUFLEY with Comdesron €
to Task 11, and have you provide striking eroup BALCIH,
NICHOLAS, DRIAVEN, OBAN:ON, FLETCHEX to base CACTUS ares
under operational control Cormavbase CACTYS except when
released by Comsopac for task force overations. This
group wlll coordinate actlon with PT'SC as craft and
aircraft for defense againast Tokyo Express and sub-
marine activities and provide tombardment or other sup-
oort rcquired in CACTUS area offensive measures. Intend
lssuing orders this striking group less FLETCHLR be in
CACTUS area by January 15. Request you designate strike
ing grow cormander, his flagship and task group nurber,
You will retain your present other four LiL's, W1}
direct RALCH to report at BUTTOL or CACTUS3 as you desire,

COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPACFOR, COMATRPACFLY, etc.

Project referred to in Cincpac 062157 for BCBCAT was
approved ty Navy on 28 October and includes followingt
(a? two landplane runways, one 5500 by 400 feet; (b)
barge landinc; (c) mess and housing facilities 75 officers,
400 men; (d) erect bu'ldings for alrcraft assembly plant
all of above on MOTUNI'TE. Navy personnel now on BOB-
CAT constructing facllitlies, teing supnlied ~ith ad-
ditional material, etc. by Army. Estimate slx montha

to complete, Army aircra’t assemtly asquadron socheduled
loave UNTTEL STAES in M¥ay pertod ne pertinent pregress
reports received from BOFCAT ao far.
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17 0936

CTF 8 to CINCPAC Info COMGEN WDC, C.J. ADC, COMWESTSEAFU(YL,

In letter dated 31 December 1942, with which DeWitt 13 in
agreement, Buckner recommends that for a.,°resatve operat!-ns
now starting ALASKAN Alr Force he augmented as follows,

A. 1 P-38 squadron te sent imnmedistely to ALASKA for occija-
tion of FORMULA. B. 1 Addttional squedron eauch of P-3i'sg
T«20's and dive bombers be sent to ALASFA et an eurly date
for traininz in thls area for BOCDLE operaticn, I repest I
strongly concur. With regard to dlve tombers present alr
force 1s unbalanced for offense or defense without them.
They will te particularly effective operating from FORNULA.
If Army dive boribers not a*a'lable recormend st lesst ore
squadron w!th 50 per cent apares of llavy Alve !ombers te
sent here, liew subject: lecause of heuvy o-erationsl
losses, the necessity for winterizing plunes *efore serdiny
ttila area and the delays invelved 'n flyine nlanes to ALASYA
there should te malntalned 1n the PUGET 53CUND arew & pool

of planes of each type, winterized and held {n reserve ready
to proceed this area when requlred, )

COMINCH to CIKCPAC info CTF B, COMNOWESTSEAFRON , COUWESTSRAF ICN.

Your 102217 War Pepartment advises that at this time ancd in
view of present limited opposing alr strength no reenforce-
ments contomplated beyond 12 P-30's now winteriring and

8 B-25's enroute. Understand ComOenADC suthorized retaln
all present planes untilfurther notlce. regarding future
no additional squadrons of P-38's B-25's or Dive Bombers

now in sirht but suegest question is kept open pending
development of situation,

N Trrereya BN v Nty s
(1TINOAL o DO AR 1T

Viu, 0 1h . eta,

Seenny cinenna aene admiral tetrin vith total in nerty
of nhdut 10 in 2 Joronmdos plun leaave ML L for LU N3
14 Tanuary rtonnine enroute one nlieht each at WIJAY,
TOTTTOTON, SATTCT, TUDINITY LT e AUALINNL, WO
CATTO . After 2 nishts JNISUNE return with one nuifht each
nt II(.‘”}"...-‘:\, JUVA, J..Ii'i‘(:ﬂ’ Jald Y RA,

CTF 8 to COMINCH, CINCPAC, BUCKNER, COMIOWESTSEAFRON,etc.

2nd movement troops to FORMULA 1in 2 AP's enroute to arrive
about 13 hours W(-10) 17th. Thereafter will fuel covering
group in relays at Longview. Weather moderating. No change
condition MIDDLETON. Unloading proceeding slowly due mAnYy
damaged lending oraft, No info WORDEN peraonnel except
proceeding LONGVIEW in KALK and OILIE® IE. Incomplete
searches 16th, Nil enemy sighted.
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19 1022 cOMSOPAC to CTF 21,63,67, Info CG JACTUS SINCPAC, eto,

Part One of Four Parts Comsopac operations plan 2-43,
VILA and STATIORE plantations on KOLORAALMARA ITLAND are
stagine noints rfor -arges and other umall vessels carrying
supplies enroute to MUNDA, supnly and storage sase and
refueling point, possibhly seaplane and float plane base,
nossibly 4,000 troops based there, Developrment and use

of !TINDA airfield continues, Additional informatjon by
airmail to aotion addressees, feneral Task, This forge
wlll pulverize VILA-STA'OI'E bases by bHomding and homhard-
ment and will destroy Jap !TMDA air strength attemnting to
deny our attack on above bases, Task Organization, T7TF

63 Vice Admiral 7itch shore based eir units JATTUS, RING-
LT, WUTTOR, TP 67 Rear Admiral Alnsworth cruinern’
destroyers TF 67 less ACHILLE" PERTINT, RTID, nlus ™MIGHT,
T 11 Rear Admiral Remsey, carrier, orulser and deatroyers
TF 11 less GUIDIEY nlus FANNING. Part 1 enda,

19 1024 This 1s part ? my (ComBOPac) Up Clan 2-43, Taak Force 6)
conduct reconnalsaance FJORTIAED-?AISI area Iincluding
northeast and northwest apnroaches about sunset January
23rd, strike !UNDA airfield continuously during daxlight
besinning local noon 23rd repeating this strike at local
dawn January 24Lth and arain a™out 3 hours later, cover
Task force 67 bombardment group until dark January 23rd
and during daylight the 24th, nrovide jombardment agroup
with services 3lack Cats for radar search, air apot, 1l-
lumination and night coverase, (Comsowespac requested to
ugent late reconnalssance 23rd by searchinz sector 017
to 050 desrees 480 miles from LILNE BAY), End Part 2.

19 1026 Part 3 “omsopac Op Plan 2-43., Task rorce 67 present IrT-
TONl less ACHILLES plua HUNHES depart January 22néd arrive
roint K about sunset the 23rd, there form bSombardment
%roup 2 cruisers 3} destroyers utilizing ships Task Group

7.5 a8 desired, retiring remaining shipa to RING LLT teo
arrive after daylight the 24th via route west of GUADAL-
CANAL and north of SAN CHISTC3IAL, Bombardment grouaug -
ceed with assistance Black Cats to hombard V1ILA-STA'MOGRRE
area in KULA GULF commencing about 1500 GCT Jenuary 23rd
complating in not more than one hour and retiring to RING-
30LT., Task Foroe 11 depart NOUMEA early morning January
71at looal arrive launching nosit point " via peint Q
about 1900 GCT January 22nd& launch striking group amed,
to land and remain at CACTVC overnight. Shipe retire
toward UTTON returning to point © at 0500 GCT 24 Janusry
Tor rendezvous and recovery air groun, After recovery
retire to southward, SAPATUGA air groug attack VILA.
STANMORE area shortly after local dawn 24th January, De-
part CACTUS in time to rendezvour with amd land on carrier
at point S ahout 0500 GCT, No paragraph, End part 3,
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19 1021 ZOMCPAC (This 1s part 4 of vomsopag 191022),

Fourth and last part my {Comsonac) Up Plan 2-4). loazistics
Tuel in carrier cruieers NCITFA, ATTON, fleet oller at
WTTON to sea 1f reouired. Communications accordance Pag
70. Task Force Commanderrs and deteched unita suard L205
KCT meries, In aeddition Comsopac will suard necondary
series as follows commencine with execution this action
L4265 ¥C% from 0700 to 120N "CT, #8590 ¥CO continuously,
12885 from 1800 to 0700 GCT, PFmnloy seccndary saries as
necessAary to clear traffic and reduce load on task “oroce
commanders circuit, Operational traffic will be perelleled
on N7 and Topac lotes broadcest durine veriod of opara-
tions, “outhwestpac reconnaissance nlanem use 7310 ¥C©
from 2100 to 0900 and 4675 ¥2© from 0900 to 2100 ner, Jo-
pAc reconneissance nlanes use 44,35 K. and 11290 K:3,

Task force cormanderr suard and other units suard as
practicanle, Point ¥ latitude 9-30 South, longitude

58-50 East nnint Q Lat, 17-45 South Long, 161-40 East
noint 3 lat, 13-05 South Long 161-45 iast, This opara-
tion Ylan 2«43 effeative on receipt,

25 0639 SENAV QUADALCANAL to COMAIRSOPAC Info CINCPAC etg.

Condition red 1330 to 1502 1(-11)., 8 wildcats and 6
P-38's contacted 40 Magoya and type 2 zeros between
LUNGA POINT and SAVO at 18,000 feet Just under ceiling.
Zeros who were above broken clouds would send 2 or more
planes under Grummans as lure but got no takers, Be-
hind zeros were many dive bombers exact number unknown
and 18 twin engine bombers. Twin engine bombers turned
toward TULAGI and hid in ¢louds, Dive bomberas were
prevented from coming In bv position taken by our fight-
ers, Harbor patrol of 4 individual Wildcats mizxed up
on this and shot down 3 zeros, Lightnings were right
behind and above Orummans and shot down 1 gero, 40
minutes after condition red an additionsl B8 Wildoats
and 8 P-40's scrambled. Only contact made was with
screen of zeros, bombers never pressed home the attack
and dropped no bombs. All our planes returned safely.

Raid paeve 10 B-17's take off for strike against ghip-
ping in ORTLAND area.

25 0506 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info KXNB, ALL CTF JOPAC, etc.

KOKUMBONA fell to our CACTUS forces 23rd and strong
Nip center of resistance is pocketed between left divi-
sion and front of right division. Reduction of this and
other enemy strong points vnderway. During 24 hour
period 23-24 over 90 Japs killed, 40 captured. At 18530
1{(~11) 24th search plane dropped four bombs on & Jap
tanker enroute to VILIA but all four migssed. Subse-
quent 3ED and TEP strike dispatched against this target
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25 0506 {Continued)

encountered bad weather turned back to CACT!S, Sifhtlnau
14th 17 vessels SICRTLAYD sn A.M. 1 destroyer on AX
or AP 7-10 3, 156-20 E, course east at 1540 1. CW re-
ports steamer arrived VILA via BLACIET" STRAIT even-
ing 24th., Yhelling bombing of VILLA area demolished
STAINORE plantation bulldings, dock at VILA and 6 AA
emplacements cleared area now 7000 feet long. After
mldnlight 24th-25th prowling cat harassed VIIA, VI'NLA
with 500 pounders and light fragmentation bombs, (At
1045 this morning (25th) plane counted 1 CL, 5 DD's,
12 AK's in SHORTLAND area with another DD and 2 cargo
ships 20 miles southeast of FAISI course unknown.

26 0855 COMGEN GUADALCANAL to C M3QPAC Info CINCPAC, etc.

271-26th as matter of poassible interest to your headquarters
following extract from captured Ja» document is quoted
address of instruction signed Sano 38th Div commander
dated December 25th classed very secret the Emporor s
disturbed by great discomfort over the war situation.

The darkness of the dawn about to break in eastern sky
very deep. At present best of emplres Army, Navy and
Alr force are gathering and will head socner or later
toward the SQLOMON ISLANDS, the area of a decisive bate
tle between JAPAN and ANYERICA, Its development 1a cloae
at hand unquote,

77 115 SLITUTAL to TR 11,16,63,04,67, "7 66,1,5, ete, ete,

Jongopac tUperation Clan 4-43, Indiecntions of Tup novanent
In strenegth to ard Jouthern “C10MN M7, .lso H088))le move-
ment. to take JONTULH INIAND, fGenerml Task, This force will
destroy JAp “orces advaneine toward the louthern = 0N,
Task Foerse 11 Rear Admiral amsey Calt/ii., Ca0 CULT, UAaTTFLEY,
Ledall, MARY, JACT denart MUTUTIA 2100 0T January 27th
proceed arrive vicinity -oint A 1500 ©2T 29th. Task roroe
16 Rear Admiral Sherman WITLIORINN, DA DIEne ) oy,
TVRIES, NUSTIN, RUCSHLL, SLIET depart UTTLY 0400 .7 Jan-
uary 2Rth nroceed arrive vicinity noint 2 OR0O G T the
29th, Task Force 63 Vice Admiral Titch shore bHaped air-
craft CACTUC-SUTTCN, Task Force 64 Rear Admiral Lae YASH-
INGTCN, MORTY CANCLINA,  TMDIANA, RALCH, FANUING, LD,
CIMTUINGS depart NCTMEA looal davlicht fanuery 2Rth proceed
arrive vicinity point D 0RQ0 NCT the 29th, 'Mhsk Force 67
Rear Admiral Alinsworth NATIWTILIE, MMLENA, HON.J'L, ST,
LENIs, DRAVTCN, LATON . RWID, CRICN danart ™ TTUMN Q600
GCT Tanuary 2?8 proceed arrive noint ¥ 0R0D 72T the 9th,
Task "nit 66,1.5 Cantain Thrie TINARRON, GHIDLEY depart
NCOMEA 040N RCT January 310th nroceed arrive nolnt G 0R00
ACT 31st, Pararranh, Coordinate effortm to destroy Jap

{ Sont inued)
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27 1145 COMSOPAC {Continued)

Ssearch and snooper plenes, Further directives later,
Reference points A lat, 16 depgs 30 mins South, lLong. 157
degs East NG Lat, 16 South long, 159 East E lat, 1&-30
South long 161 East F Lat, 14,-30 South long., 162 ¥ast G
Lat, 19 South Long 161 East. Logistice fuel in battle-
ships, carriers, cruisers, CARRON, BUTTON, NOMEA,
JAVARTIAH, other oiler to sea as required, Jommunications
688 in my Operation Plan 2-43 This operation Plan 4-4)
effective on receipt.

27 1210 ZUMSCPAC to CINCPAC. Info COMINCH, COMGENTODAC.

Availability Army Aireraft Sopac falline far below Joint
Chlefs of "teff committment for 1 January which heavy
bombardment 70 {now 36) medium hombarimeant 52 {now 17 ofr
which L without crewa} fichters 150 {now 107 of whioch 7
without crews}, Condition of Army nlanes and crews such
that only aijout 50 per cent of all Army planes are oper-
ahle at any one time, Actua) operational nlanes 22 Jan-
uary heavy bombardment 13 medium 10 firhters 69. Tatimate

of overall losses in aream wil]l annroximate not less than
20 per cent per month,

28 0838 SENAV GUADAL to COMAIRSOPAC Info CINCPAC, COMSOPAC, eto,

12 Dauntless and 4 Avengers escorted by 2 P-38's. 6 War-
hawks and 7 Wildcats on strike against shipping reported
by coast watcher off north coast of VELIA LA VELLA., MNade
contact at 1520 (=11) lat 7 deg 36 min 3outh, Long 157 deg
10 min East. Avengers saw 6 DD 20 miles to northwest and
broceeded to attack these unescorted. Got 1 hit an 2nd
DD in north column. Saw and heard big explostion. 8hip
settled in water and next DD in column came alongside.
SBD's attacked 1 AK and 1 AO, Dropped 6 1000 pounders,

4 500 and 4 100 pounders. 1 100 pounder hit on AK stars
board beam. 1 1000 pounder near miss port bow. 1 1000
pounder nicked port side of AO and another landed 5 feet
off stern, AK atopped and AO smoking and desr in water,
Poasibility that escort veasel was a corvette. Recelved
only light AA, 4 zeros came down to intercept SBD',,

1l zero on tail of Wildoat was shot down by Warhawk., Saw
total of 8 zeros. All our planes returned,
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02 0720

02 0730

01 2335

COMAIRGCPACFCR to SENICR AVIATOR AT QUA:ALCANAL,

vost Jecret, Cancol paracraph 3. My Oo Ord 1-43. Sube
stitute following "Detachment 3 CL, 2 U of Task For ¢ en-
route NUNDA will be abo't 30 miles south of 3A% CRISTORAL at
dayllight 4th proceeding to northwestward past south coast of
GUALALCA! AL in aftornoon, 3peed fifteen ‘ncreasing to twenty-
five at sundown. Op morning of Sth will be retiring from
WUNDA at 25 knots toward point at lat. ten 3outh, long. one
five nire forty East arriving 0900 love (minus 11)®. Provide
flghter cover accordence paragraph 3A my Op C(rd, DUeny enemy
aircralt any chance to track during approacrh, Comtask Force

67 call 1V77 may vector fighters using call 1V80 for fighter
patrcl commander on 4500 KCS.

COMATHSOPAC tc SENIOR AVIATOR AT GUADALCANAL Info CINCPAC ete,

This 13 s Comairasonac tale in 2 parts which 1s most aecret,
This 1s my Op Ord 2-43, Infermation Comsopac Gpplan 1-43
his 311100 and Comtaskfor 67 Opord 1-43 copy bty alrmail 3rd.
Task Unit 62.6 1s expected arrive posttion €0 miles south
point queen at 0300 love (-11) 3rd where will be jolned ty
Task for €7. Thence proceeds via route north and east 3AN
CRISTCBAL to arrive ILUNGA RCADS about 1500 GCOT7 3rd, Tasks.
BUT7TON aircraft provide A/S patrol for Tesk Jroup 62.6
from 0800 until 1400 love (-11) 3rd. {ara. CACTUS sireraft
brig. Gen. Mulcahey, Relieve BUTTON A/S patrol with © Black-
cats at 1400 love ?-11) 3rd continue natrol until after dark
thence conduct radar search along ronute advance. Provide
close flghter pretection and A/S ccverage Task drovp €2.6
during davlight when withir range and untll departure beyond
range, Conduct all night radar search each right of circult
inslde followirng points SAVO, CAPE ASTRCLAEE, CAPE VIKENAHA,
KCRIGCLE HARBOR, BURAKU ISLAND, CAPE L3PERALCE.

COMATRSOPAC to SENIOR AVIATOR AT GUALAICAKAL Info CINCPAC ctc,

This fs part 2 of my 020720, Conduct mdditlonal day and
night searches to northward and south west of SCLOMONS an
tactlcal situation requires, Strike enemy forces and
installations repeatedly cormencing 3 January as far north
as and including BUIN area, Support KI'NDA bombardment by
Task Force €7 accordeance my Opord 1-43. Pars. XRay., Point
queen love latitude 11-30 south, long. 1€3-10 east. Com-
munications normal Comtaskfor €3 in CURTISS at BUTTON
Pass for info to Comadnavbase CACTLS.

CINCPAC to COHPAHSEAFROH_;QIO COMINCE, OPNAV, CCKSOPAC, ete.

e DS LA A A A

Utomoat Secret. Companseafrcnt dellver follom ng for motion
and copy of mydls 162355 Deoember for info to Comtaskfor 39
Lantf1t upon his arrival base love 2 January. Pars. Detach
MONTICELI.O with orders report Compenseafront for onward rout-
ing SAN PEDRO under naval tranaportatirn service. Oreanize
Task For 19 Pacflt., Capt. R.3. Coman commanding. Tnnl!cs-’r
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31 1405

02 0217

{Continued)

groun CHARLE3 CARROLL, JOSEP: T, DICKIAL, THGU'AS JEFPERSCN,
ARCTURUS, 'WIL!IAl' P, BICDLE, CDEROX, EMNITAGE. Escort
crop CANAL ZOYE to BORABORA CONCORD, WARRINGTON, STHC S,
CONY. DBORABCRA to NCUMEA: SNITH, NAHAYM, STRONG, CiY., rara.
Infermation routing to NCUNEA cormunication nlan and special
instructior~s as contained in mydis 18235 Lecember excent
change latitude route point cast to 23 degrees soutk.,
Separate despatch directe BNITH, MAHA) arrive BORABORA 1¢
January, ?Para, ‘hen loaded and ready Taskfor 19 depart
BALBOA proceed PRISBANE, AUSTHALIA via BOHABORA and NOUNEA
at best speed consistent fuel endurance. Transporta enter
FORABCIA only If required by circumstances, At FORALOKA
CCRCORD, WARRINGTON, detached tc orders Comsoutheastpacfor.
At NOUMEA WILT.IAM P, BIDDLE, OBERCN report Comsonacfor for
discharge and return routing to SA} DIEGC and upon srrival
latter port report Comamphitforpac for duty. Comaopacfor
route force NOCUMEA to BRISBANE, Comsonneclor authorized
revise escert at NOUVYEA 1n which case escorts detached wil}
repnrt Comscpacfor for dut: 1: Sonacfor, Arrivel BHISBAKE
HE! MITAGE released to orders Comsowestpacfor for dlscharge
and future movement under direction naval transnortation
service, Hemalnder discharge as directed by Comsowestpacfor,
Report departure from BAT 2CA estimated speed advarce arrival
at ‘RISFALL and estimated date readiness for return orders,
This Opord number 1-43 effective upon recelpt, Comsowest-
pacfor inform hacArthur. Companseafront direct 3TR(YG upon
latter's arrival further renort Comtaskfor 1% for dutvy,

COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COM3NPAC

For italsey and XNimitz orly. <incpac 310341 cannnt resdily
comprehend delays in withdrawal 2nd iarine Llvigon which
was contemplated in my 301915 Lovemter, It now apnears that

carpalpn continues in current status of dela: linger and
walt,

CINCPAC to COMINCH Infn CGUSOPAC

For Admirals King end iialsey only, Cr the priciple that the
rman on the spot is better able to recognize his own problems
and plan their solution I apsrove Halsey's 011136, As stated
in myser O259¥ I do not think we can expect to selize more
eneriyy territory and hold repeat hold 1t until we have s
superiority in sea,alr and land forces. The first twn may

be censldered in sight for the 8outh Pacific tut 1 know of

no sultable prorcram for troops pa cularly those to be
trained for amphiblous and junsle warfare. The present
sltuation proves thnt we have been ton poptimistic as tn the
readiness with which such troops can be withdrewn from the
areas whick they capture and the time 1t takes to rehatilitate
them after service in troplcal jungles. Alsn as to the
errect}¥eneau of ArmE ﬁ:ffp' for jungle warfare unless

specia trained, eve we shoild face this realis -
iy and, 1f the strategic of“ensive 1s to be :ndertaken i ’
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05 0009

05 0057

{(Contlrued)

when the surface and alr forces are ir hard, & crmmensurate
asslmnent ¢l troros ghould bte male now “er a»re-riate
tralning. In line with rour viewexpressed at cur las® ¢ n-
ference I urge that i r Puctific effort, which we are im-
patlent te anply in & thoroush colne of ‘enalve, te al-
locutel ta proper ;rouorticn of tre rat'on's stren.th.,

COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC, VICE OPNAV,

Speaking in connection Cominch 311015. Very Secret. 3et
up outlined highly desirable for SUSAN rpt SUSAN Canpalign
and readily adaptrble here since Sopac headquarters

organization has stressed decentralizatior outside of
Combat zone,

CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH

For Adnirals King and Halsey only. Niimitz sends. Prom
your 040522 and 280352 1t appears that you are releasing
NEW MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI in next few days. As this mhy
take them away before the impendine enemy major effort I
surest a reconsideration which will pernmit the crulsers

to proceed PEARL without BE's when well clear to eastward
or to walt at KANDI, BLEACHFR or TUTVUILA {f neceasary. 1
conslder eneriy may employ strength this time which micht
create the emergency for which these BE's were sent to you,

CILICPAC to COMINCH Info CCOMSOTESPAC COMSOPAC.,

Utmost seoret, Am heartily in sympathy with projeot to
aid guerillas and ag a submarine mission oonsider it only
secondary to sinking ships, Consider the primary mission
against ships 18 so important to the succeee of the Pacifie
war effort that I em reluctant to divert any of our preseant
submarines except for occasional relief tripa, Pressent
assirnments are as follows. Southwest Australia 8,
Solomons sea area 14, Aotually operating in Subpao, whish
oarries all those under Navy Yard overhaul, 19 of whioh

16 are now at sea, BPelieve ARTCONNET and NiUTILUB are too
valuable for combatant tasks in the SUSAN area to employ
their otherwise suitable capacity in the suggested work,

Ae 1 know of no submarine work wore vital then that whioh
can be done arainst Japan's ships I recommend s reexamina-
tion of present subd apsignments with a view to inoreasing
the number availahle in the Pacific, “rom the little I

know of their present status bhelieve JARRACUDA Cless would

be excellent for relief trips. Carpender pass to Mao-
Arthur,
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SECRET
Janua GCT
05 0525 Comsowespac to Cominch info Comsopso, Cipncpag.

Utmost seoret “ith this. Your 021625, Sumarines should
not be specifically diverted from naval oontrol for full
time employment on missions of nature desorinsed. Subs
avallable now not suffioient provide full coverage all
profitable areas particularly NEI-SOUTH CHINA SEA-PHILII.
PIKNES area aend evary go-aialp effort should >e¢ exerted oon-
tinue whittling down Japs availaile shipnins, Sutmarines
making ogoasional transits to PHIILIPINZ® patrol stations
are available carry not over ten tons depending on mulk
for quick unloading at designatsd noint in VISAYAN® as
opportunity permita. Any mission thue authorized should
not interfere with regular patrols. Fstimste that with
number subs g;;aontly ans3igned one suoch mission possible
about every IXN weeks, Imnossile promulsate any resular
schedule for this purpose in advance.

08 0220 COMZEN WESTDET COLYAND to CINCPAC,

Handle as most seorst, Compsen ‘/estern Lefense command
talking about your 070331 via Com 12, Paranhrase of
mydis Dec 28th replving vour 230407 refer my 211820
conoerning traininq LODLE mission following troops
available me from War Lspartment: 507 AA Tept, ;th Infr
Div., 18, Inf Rept for training Ford Opd. Joordination
directed between CTF 3 and ny headquarters, To carry

out task RAKER of Cominch 1811315 following sugpested
draft Joint direotive to he 1ssued narasranh 2: C on
Westdefcom and CTF 3 to coordinate directly in ocarr ing
out training para one training of foroe for redusction

and ooccupation BUODLE to be misalon.pare. four to oon-
atitute without delay Joint Army Navy Staff for tralning
300DLY miarion name staff continue for aotual operation,
when soheduled, by direct arrangement between thesa four
Comgen ALA'FA ﬁofoom CTF 8 and Comgen Westdefoom ¢T3
parapgraph 3 unite within territorial 1limits ''nited tates
other than those in 3RONZE to be trained at Fort Ord
under direot superviaion CTF 3. JRON7R units for use
FDDLE mission ha trained by CTF 8 end Comren Alaska
Defoom an directed by Commen Westdef~on and ST’ 3, Anove
naragranhs not numeriocal sequence oonatitute sugmented
Joint directive reconmend you issue based on assumption
aoctual operations will rill surfage vessels avalleble,
Adm Rockwell conours seleotion Fort Ord besat snot for
training, Cominch 1s orieinator of reference in nydis

of Jan 5th, Acknowledse,
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SECRET

Japuary (0CT) AZ's Summerv of 7 Jeguary, 1943,

21 1820

18 1315

PIRK

{Dec} DEWITT £0 CINCPAC,

This for Cinopao from DeWitt, See last sentence reply
to your 190215, Paragraph 1 my estimate of stre

and organization of foroce required for reduction DLE,

1 infantry division, 2 additional infantry "fm“

1 regiment AA, 1 regiment combat engineers, sigmal oPns
company plus small administrative and evaouation uaite,
Paragreph 2 recommend infantry division with 1 additional
infantry regiment AAA regiment and signal OPRS o

be trained amphibiously at Ford Ord Celifornis under
Commander Amphibious Foroe Paocific Plest with treini
initliated earliest practicabdle date. Parugraph 3 ocombat
enginéer regiment now in ADC trained at Oosen BLUM utilis-
ing LST, L3I(L) and LVT in such numbers as required,
Paragraph 4, 1 infantry regiment {1less 1 battalion) now
stationed at LONGVIEW to train for operation utilising
IST end ICI(L) in such numbers as required, Paregraph 3.
Force listed in paregraph 2 to oonstitute initial landing
foroe combat loaded and assembled at OCEAN RLUE to ap~
rive D - 15, Foroe listed in pa aphs ) and 4 to resch
FORMULA in suoh time as to be availadle thareat as float-
ing reserve when initial landing foroe strikes BOODLE,
Paragraph 6, 1 bdattalion from regiment listed in pare-
agraph 4 to oonstitute initially part pf ocouvation foree ]
FORMULA and to be available on FORMULA for use as

of ROODLE task forees to be transported thereto by utilis-
ing water transvortation roluuso by initial landing
foroe or floating reserve after these foroes have landed,
Paragraph 7, lotal strength of adove foroes 25,000,
Paragraph 8, Request your oomment or oonourrence as

basie for preparation of more detailed plans in coordi-
nation with Comtaskforoes 3 and 8,

COMINCH o CINCPAC, Info COMWESEAFRON, COMNORWRSRAFRON, 230,

Treat this as most seoret. The Joint Chiefs of Staff
direot that if reconnaiasance of AMCHITEA shows that a
satisfactory airfield oan he constructed thereom im a
Teasonable time, the following directive will be exeouted:
Comwestaeafron pass to DeWitt., Objeotive. Oo tion of
AMCHITEA at earliest date, Purpose. One to or KISKA
untenasle as an operating tase for the enemy, Two, ]
Provide an advanced base for possible operstion agai

KISKA, Tasks. Afira, Seise and oocupy AMCHITEA and build i
nlrf%:ld thonrmsxi %ori":!‘nin 3:0:1‘{:1- asseul t‘:: :-
oupation or . L] ansa 2 a0 a8

the War Department ocen be treined in Sen Diego. MNo Marime
amphiblious unite are available for this rnﬁu. Gemere)

instruotions, Cinopas 4n conjunction wi Westeomn
Defense Command formpplan for oooupying llmr to be

(Continued) 13719
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09 0053

08 1600

08 2234

PINK

oCcT AZs Summeary of 7 Japuary, 19h3.
c H CINCPAC (CONTINURD) .

executed on earliest date, Cinopac furnish CTF 8 im-
mediately 1 AP oombat load for rirst troops to land ia
oogupation of AMCHITKA., Report target days for AMCHITXA
oooupation and outline of plan and means required fror
this operation and for future ocoupation of KISKA, Sode
name for AMCHITKA operation is CRONBAR, Oooupation of

TANAGA suspended in acoordance with Cinopac (Com 12)
122112,

GENERAL VARSHALL to OEMERAL EMMOKS MACARTHUR, Info CINCPAC rte

Further on my 164 January 7 (for MacArthur from Mar-
shall) Joint Chlefs of Staff now reguest your detailed
plans for carring out Tasks 2 and 3 under the provisions
of jolnt directive transmitted to you in Cominch 022100
July 2nd remodificationa thereof with corresponding planas
to carry out para exchange of views between yourself,
llalsey and Nimitz preliminary to complinance with paragraph
1 above aresa authorized tc ensble concurrence to be more
readily obtained period it 13 strongly sug ested that

if conditions in your respective areas permit your plans
be considered personally between you and Halsey or be-
tween your personal representatives period your completed
plana will be sent simultaneously to Joint Chiefs of
3taff Command,Cinopac and Comsopac, latter to comment

to Cinopac who will in turn comment to Joint Chiefs

of Staff with yourself as addressee pars information
coples of this radio are being sent to ilarmon for

lalsey and to Emmons for Nimitz,

COMINCH to CINCLANT Info CINCPAC, COMATRPAC, eto.

Handle with ultra leoncI. Hicom, Esocorted by few
destrogors assigned Pacflest direct rolloﬂ.nf movenmnts
to MERCURY on approximate dates and with minimus dese
troyer esocorts as indiocated. 23 January DENVER 1. {
2 Pebruary HMS VICTORIOUS 3, After ALABAMA ready about
6 February MAS3IACHUSETTS 3. Para. Upon arrival

all report Cincpac duty. Modify shakedown periods des-

troyers force NYD as necessary to rwet escort require=- ;
ments.

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC

Most seorst. Organising newly arrived carriers, One
Taskforee being built around 5 SANOAMONS inttially and 1
one around 8 NASSAUS, Mason commands the latter. Jeed
additional aviation flag offioer command the SANGANONS

but with Giffen as Forge commander., Recommend Bogan

with temporary reank Rear Admiral. If approved requast

relief for BogAN as commanding officer SARATOOA. 13809‘3 i
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SECRET
Jaruary (GC7)

13 1131 SOUSQYESPAC to CINCPAC, CCUSOPAC

Har-dle with utmost secrecy. Thl!s 13 nart 1 of S parts
fron Co-sowespac who paases for Macartihur. For Lirtitz
and lialsey only from lacArthur, Heference ll:crac 110221,
Ly concentlon of the succesatve atena for the espture of
AATAVT 13 outlined in my Jelnt 2'snateh =ith hermlew

to Comineh Infe dfrenac, comsconac July O71(1d.  Rremy's
arearnt A'anosit'ens de not alter mr views recnrd'ng

thie ~eneral nlan but due *r Mila irncreasr ntrensth and
develenment In the nrea, a muich atrenrer ferce than
cricinally a~ticinated will le reguired to Adestray tt,

“he nlar 's based uoon the fundamertnl receasity for the
orocreasive advance of alrflelds n order t- -rovide

loand based alr nrotection for nav ! novemerts, Lotk tac-
tical and logisticel, and to hri-y heavr arnd nedtum
Lorbers In force with fighter coverare cver the oblective,
it 1a my firm conviction that an offenatve Fellowlny cthier
metheds or at-empted with insufficlent force and with.:t
sound preparatlion =111 ‘nevitably leadl to disuster “ara
adrmiral King's premise that naval actlon ~1.ht te dirpr-
ected Instarntly a.ainst the Admiralty Island should te
exanined critically from the viewnecint -7 rreotect!on

by lard based alr, all onerat’ons in thessr waters are
Arasticully irfliuvenced !'vland tasedl aviat!on and re-

sults have infullibly indleated the absclute necessity
for loca]l alr superiority, Lnd part 1.

15 1145 Thia {9 nart 2 of 4 parts »f lacarthr's ~tmeat sreret
dtanateh, The nlan as oriiiral’y set foprtr tr ¥y readio
would provide land based s'r covers.e for sl oneraticns.
I 3o not belicve that an atrerdt te «lin!rate any of
these steps and m-ve abruntly into tre enery's territory
vhere the alr sdvantace wlll te entirel- on hls alde
will lead tn success, T belleve tha* the Sout)l. Pazific
area should exert every effort t~ clear I ADATCAVA! and
to develop adecuate mir hases from whicr ef“ectivwe and
cont!mious air supnort can he provided., Thereafter the
nlar slonld be executed as oririnall~s contermnlated,

This now involves the capture of ad!it'oral erery 7-8l-
tiens whic!. had not been developed at that time: namely
VRN, PUTH, TOUALET, KIETA, TFKA, FIUACHUAFLY and ners
haty nthers, Under the “rotectlian of the atr thus pres
vided the fleot shiould operate offensively with the
Gestruction of the enery's fleet es !{ts -ri-ar- misslon.

13 1148 This 18 nart 3 of lachArt!:ra & nart +trost secrst, cars
It is not now irmmediately posealtle tec undertake a Turther
offersive in the Jouthwest Pacific area. I rave avall-
able or in prospect for offernsive combat ''se 2 ! .i. Army
divislong trhe lat Karine divisicn and 3 australian divi-
slors. The 32nd Division after exhaustive campalgn is
now belrs withdrawn to ASTRALIA to te recorstituted and
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(Conti:ed)
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cn t'e north coast nf NEY SUINEA., 1st aar'ne _ivisier
13 be'ng rehatilitated. Vandesr'ft recrts wil! e

4 t~ G ronths tefore avallarle for use, The infantry of
the 6th and “th Austrellan ~ivisions was exhauvst'vely
uged in the PAPTVAL Csmpalrn and 's he'ny rercved to the
TOR PININSULA to be recrnstitvted, The Oth Avstralian
<iviston, scheduled for return frer the Viddle Last,
will ~o threwt the same roces: and mist le cenmpletely
reegtanerd, LEnd sart 3,

reha! {1%tated, The 4lst Uivislc: 13 relievin. tte Sind

Jart 4 of Loaarts of sacharthurs trest acceret, dhe
angtralian mllitia 13 not of anfriclent quailit: leor er-
plogyment in the eoffernslve, Tt can b :sed o111 for -ar-
rigen dutv, T have therefosre ne treoca avallatle at
thls time for offerslive nct!on ~ara the sir force as
now ce-.gtltuted ta not s fflclent teo 3rp ort tte cof-
feralve whier 1s cornterplated., "Lt present atren.cth
rnedium and teavy bermbardment it 1Is possitblec to rake an
intense effort for only a short neried «f rime, For
the continuous execution of the »ronnsed mcticn :eav:
and medium berber strensth nust be psreatly f:creased
with corresnonding lrncreases in auxiliary echelonsa,

A theoretlcal exanlnation nf the number of »lanes es-
slmnel te this urea, take: !n cenfinctlan witi recent
comnarative nnerat'aral losara in orr own and tie enemy’a
alr, mieht lead to the onlnler that nresent alr strensur,
verld sufflice. Lowever onr exnerlence 'n offersive on-
erations nver the enery's ter-ltor~ at raxir'nm ranvss
ove' water and throu:rh the most 4ifftecult tronteal
weather =rovides amn’e substo . tiart’ern that extatirg
strenrth s canable ' onlv a shoeort ‘ntense effort -ars
The rreat strenctl. which JAPAL haa alrea” rassed in the
RADAUL area and the cartintoua flew of a2 't" @l frrces
tlereto, make thias area a rma'ler Jaranese stro: i relq
to the defense of which she 'c et -“resert sulrrdlna*ing
all otler efforta. Ita cuothwre t . erefr.:e ‘ec ~es 8o
inprrtant a phase of the Pacif'e war as te '"+volve cone
centration af ~ur own forces fer ‘ts sccennliatment,
Thias wi1 reguire lone -~re-arat!on and -reat reasources,
Lnd »art four,

in

Jart 5 and 1as*t nart of iacArthur's utrmcst arcret, if
predomirant stren-th fa rnot asientled tr wa Ter tie -ure
wrge the attermnt will gertalnl: fa'l, Juch an ooeration
must now be regarded as a ma'or campa'rn whlch nfrht weld
become the dec'asive acticn 'n the Paclflic zone of war
nara I heve siven the abtove facts and have exnressed ny
views 1n corde. that you rmay have a clecar picture of the
situatlon here. An exchange of v'ews may preclude the
necessity for ar ‘mredlate corference that reguires long
Journevrs and nrolonred ahsence cof Rirher cerrmnders,
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{Continued)

"¢ may thus arrive at basic declsicons that will permtt
deta!led »lannine after cr~ference by Senlor otaff Of-
flcers, If confrrence 13 dermed necrasary at thla tine
I 3-preat that ‘'t be held at FRISHANY. Present clre
¢umgtances tere invelv!: 7 curvent ~herat'crs ari the
quoat’on Af vaasace of corrand to an ofleer o ar trer
nattanalite arerent v leav': the area &' thts tl-e.
«nl A7 sart O oand all arts,

SUUTTII to CITOVAS, Info I0ULUIRPALL

Treat with utmost seareny, Hatimated in sarvice dates
"V'a assiened Pmec “leet nrior 1 Julv, Tour 217125, Ae
follows: ©="EX 15 Anrtl, I7TLOPEMDSLY Yav, LEXIIIOTH

1 June, "RTVSRTCN 10 Tune, Resmertive Alr prouns were
comnisaioned March 1, “entemher 30, 'lovember 16, ‘iovemoer
28, all 1947, are in truinine. Fatimate er'1lnmant these
Froups with lateat tvpe nlanes will be ancomnlished in
time assure readineass nrior in sarvice dates Marent ves-
sela, As additional {nfo es*imate in marvice .Ater T =EL
HILL and ?WLTUAU 400D to he 15 and 16 J4ly respectively,
Tor astimated datea renorting phralcally in Pacsiri{ec add
10 days to each in sarviece dste ahove,

CTF 3 to CINCPAC Info COMGEN AMPHCORP3PAC, ACPP

This 1s very sacret, Your 090342. Keault conference
with CGeneral] Smith and Commandi-g General 7th Army
Livisio:n (General Brown). Informed Army members Joint
Staffl to renort here after 27 Febl. Prelirminary traine-
ing underway but division only 70 percent strength
until about 10 Feb., All units not at FORT ORD until

1 Peb, First training embarkation planned 22 February.
Believe earlieat date of tronn readlness aprroximately
1 May assuming 1 Yivisircn of 4 APAS and 1 AKA were
aveilable 22 Pebruary and similar division 1 karch,
Present availability followst HARRIS, FEL!., ZEILIK,
BARNFT, ALCYONE 22 February; NEVILIE, HEYWCAD, BETEL-
(EUSE, approximtolg 1 March, NIDCLKTON, BELIATRIX,
DICK™AXN, BIDDLE, ARCTURUS, CARROLL, JEPFERSON, OBEKON
unknéwn, DOYEN, FELAND provtably not before late Ma 3
HARR' IS atill requires approximately 3 wearks to cnnp{oto
gonverslon and necessary alterationa as force flag.

Can 3 APAS be made available for tralning by 1 Vareh
queatinn,

CINCPAC to CTF 3 Info COMARLE AMINCORPAG

Most sooret., Urdis 242101. BELLATRTX due 3AX DIEUO 4
February, BIDDLE due NCUMEA 27 Janvary. DICKIAN, ARQe
TURUS, JEFFMRS0L, OBEKRON due RRISBAYE 30 January, Wil)
direct expeditious unloading and arrival SAN DIEGO prier
1 March., CARROLI. unde: repair CAAL ZOME completion
indefinite. MIDDLETON still aground AMCHITKA salvage
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SECRET
January

(GCT)

26 0613

26 2528

(Continued)

hopeful readiness for service indefinlite. Will fore-
going meet your reguirements?

CTF 3 to CINCPAC

This 1s most secret., Urdis 260513. Assuming BIDDLE
requires no major overhaul on arrival she will be able
to train troops with NEVILLE, HEYWOOD, BETELCEUSE about
1 dMarch. Consider readiness upon arrival of DICKMAN,
JEFPERSON and CARROLL to undertake intensive train-

ing with troops most guestionable. Imperative I have
one other APA ready to complete second trainlng group.
Can CARROLT. be rcuted direct to this area to arrive
late February.

27 2243 CTF 3 to COMINCH Info CINCPAC, CTF 8.

27 2247

This is super secret. Part 1. Joint Staff planning
COTTAGE Cperation begins tomorrow, Preliminary esti-
mates indicate extensive use L3T, ILCI ICT(5) types may
be mandatory and possibllity of employment will have
decisive influence on reaching decision. Following
references pertain to present commitment and desired
employment these typesg; My serial letter 0010 on as~-
glgnment of L3T's dated Jan 6, Cominch despatch 130115
(in reply), VONO 261955 (As to availability) CTF 8 desp
22001? (Asking for LST), Cincpac's desp 242355 (negative
reply

CTF 3 to COMINCH Info CINCPAC, CTF 8,

Part_2 of 2. For planning purposes earliest possible
advise necessary as to whether these types can be con-
sldered avallable, If answer affirmative request 2
L5T's be dlverted from Sopac for immediate availlability
and that others of all types be earmarked for priority
asslgnment this force as final decislon demands propose
employ all types on training thls area and also execute
my 222252. This 1s super secret., As the results these
teast will have vital effect on final places and obtain-
ing equipment this must bte concluded earliest possible
date,




SECRET
February lst. (Oahu Date)

It 15 now known that the last Tokyo Express was made up
of 20 DD, Results of our interception attempta are in Comsopac

020604, Routine day and night air operations continued in the
SOLOMONS SEA area,

Our SoPac task forces are operating to the south and
southeast of GUADALCANAL waiting developments. Due to shortage

of DDs T.G. 67,5 has been withdrawn from the TULACI area and or-
dered to operate with task forces above,

Ground forces on GUADALCANAL have crossed the BONEDI
RIVER. Enemy planes were over GUADALCARAL from 2055 to 2115

and 2206 to 0400 (-11) Febiuary 2, All dropped bombs doing some
damage to the bomber strip,

The 8,3, SAMUEL GOMPERS was torpedoed and sunk 115 miles
South of NOUMEA about 1700 (-11) January 29. Salvage operations
on the LIPSCOMB LYKES have been discontinued,

Enemy submarines continue patrolling near CANTON ISLAND,

There were two enemy air sttacks on AMCHITKA. In the lst
attack at 1955 (#/10) Pebruary 1lst, 8 to 10 flost zeros b d
and strafed the DALE and LONG who were on patrol off CONSTAKTINE
HARBOR. 1In the 2nd attack at 2245 (¥10) February lst, two float
zeros strafed the DALE but no bombs were dropped. Ko damage was
done in either attack. Comnopacfor 011855 (2 part) describes the
progress of the CROWBAR operation., CTF 8 desires Canadian vessels
for 2 or 3 months to replace his DDs which are in need of repalir,

There are no new enemy developmenta,

O G, ©
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SHORET

Fahrnary 2nd {Cahu Date)

fur task forces in the 3outh Pacific continue to onerate
in the general area Joutheast of the SCIMMONR ) awaliting develon-
ments, TP 11 will strike arninst enemy nlanes and suhs hmlieved
hasine wt TVDICDNMSAALT DENEC on the Lth (<11},

At 1800 (all) the 1nt, 1700 of oup tronns lnnded uhonnoned
one half mila waat of P ORCYOTD, GUALLLIAVAL, The matn ndvance
to the westwsrd on SVADLLY. TAL acntinues Tavoranhly,

Aoutine uir saarchss nnd sir atrikes {n the centrml

» LRI were made, Nothing of particular sienificmance waa re-
nortad,

An amnlifying report states that three inatead of r'lve
S were lost in the actlon durine the night of Fehruary 1 - 2
(-11) near BAVU Island, Comsopac 030704 Susrests that as mAny
ns three DDs of the last Tokyo express were sunk. .'revious

experience leads us to believe that such a firuce may he o-tin-
tetic,

M
4 a

The I'I'MIEAPCLIC exnects to comnlete holler ret.hine mnd
ha ready to depart NCPIRIT G2 for DTLCIL on the Bth or ath
(_ll)l

Clnepac 022107 urges Comineh to suement Army wir straneth
in the Copac, MaeArthur 030719 states that he cannot send any
hombers to Admiral Yalsey at this time,

SowespAac subs continue to rink and demece enemv ships,
The TAT'T(T returning from patrol in the BAIDA “ea revorts this
hbag: One small maru sunk, one 5,000 ton ‘X posaf»l» sunk, one
small naval auxiliary nosaislv sunk, one NATCHI laas cru{nar
danagad,

3ad weather caused the cancellation of air activity in
the ALTTTTIANT,

It seems nossihle that the enemv hes gent n "V to the
PARTIALLY for m diversion raid on our central Pa~ific nutlying
nositions, If the enemy nlans to denend on shore jasad sir in
the coming offensive toward the ~/1..V0N" Tam mrea Vi couid well

“e oparated in this manner,

The Mavy Department 1ssued a press release durins the day
which stated thnt a major eneny offensive is “elieved underway
toward the "CLUMONS Sem area, This releass wms most unfortunate
ns it nractically tells the Taps that we are reading their mail,

9t e Wet
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Fabruary 3rd, (cahu Date)

The Tokvo Fxnress ran neain last nicht, Te prlim-
fnary arccount of our alr attaeka on it Jurine the safternoan o
in Tenav TR CTAL 0LnRLS

Aatea,  LTTLA vag hombed hy 172 53D with 7 nnver nt nrag f.11)
Februarr L, Yicht flyins nlackeats and "-17s dropned hearassing
horihg on C1NLA, VTUTTLT, and in the GIZL area, Jonsowespac has
heen renussted by Admiral Halsey to concentrate svallanble strikes
on the BUITT o TIMITILANL - 87N A areas,

Routine pir activitiae continued in the .2 Y “en

Task forces {n the ." i) continue to operato to the
acuthannt of tha SCLATITY walting devalonmoentay,

Sinele eneny nlanes were over our Air rlelds at Valai-
»WUAL from 1850 to 1945 and from 2054 to 2150 {-11) February 4.
ilo damage was reported from bombs dro~ned,

Conineh 021245 wrives A nlan to advance the date of
readiness of tha Lth Vurine Diviaion,

tout ine retivities continued in the orth m~fris,
TTEOR 030700 ~ives the nroeress of the A oparation., lJma-
Inch 032053 nink states thet further instructlons wil) he 2iven
rerardine the “CTTAYY operation {sefzure of 773 a),

Somineh 031525 nink rives the status af Army plene
reinforcements to the ‘outh Parific,

There were no new enemy develonmants, Catr ‘ \}lt/

n‘ (“

Februar: hth, {Gahu date)

As was expected from LI arch from 'anal.lA0AL
sishted what {= sunnosed to he thﬁtw(VHnﬂe Force 4NO niiles south-
enst of T at 1062 (-11} the 5th, The comnositions is not
detinite hut annroximately 2 IV, 7 - 4 7=, L - A SAs, 12 DD,

“he enurses renorted wers Joutherly., It Ia aellevad that this
forae has heen operatine In this vicinity “or the pAaat two dnyas
and will he emnloved to cover A najor mush toward the ™ 20 N3
iea Aarea, Todav ir the first time we have hnd search rovarape

of this aren,

_ fur task ®orees in the “n¥an continue to operate to the
“outheast of the "°IOM NT waltine develonments, TPu 11 *
connletad fuelins today Aand T%a 16 and A7 will fuel tomorrow,

A routine strike was made on "TNDA by 9 TIT and 12 "W
at 020 (-11) the Sth,

{Sontinued) 1387




TECIET

Februarv Lth, (Oahu date) (Continued)

‘v eround rorc:.?}.r:w m'.v‘v-ncnd to the VANl river
arainst lisht resiatance,

The damaged LaV.LIETTZ hes arrived amt X 10TV .LMHTO.
It is axpected that temporary repnirs will be made there to
narmit har to nroceed to a yard under her own power,

No proesress has bsen made in the salvage of the !.ou.fe
TUl,  vomserfor salvape expert will he sent to the scens via the

LU leavine PEARL day after tomorrow,

Yajor enemy forces are hellaved to ne in Jump off posal-
tions In the “outh I'acifie, “othine further is learnead of a
nossinle diveraion aneration toward JAUTOM op DUIVHA, While
all elrng noint toward GUADNALIAMAL we the next mmlor onamy
objactive, T GTIMEA also 1s A noasihle ohlentlve,

3
Fehruarv 5th, (Cahuy date) -.ﬂ}i C

Taarch to the north of the "~ fuilad ta aiysht
the mmfor anemy forae rennrted veaterday, Yinor rlirhtines of
ne nartienlar c{enificnnne wara rancrted In the 5,10 an aren,

Houtine atrives were made on YILA 11110 (=11) ¥ab, 5)
and MUTHA {1700 (211} Tah 6}, Damnara inflintad wna not ramnpted,

Un ATADALIATAL srlneinal sctivity was natrol in the
ANV idvar area, e have matanllishad n atrone »o'nt nenr TITL,
T™e minefield which we 1ald on the northwent roast of SULLLLMAL
will be about doubled in lencth on Fehruary 10 (.11},

wur JUPAC teak forean nontlnue to awe it develonmente,
Tda 11, 16, 6L, 67 are in the Zastern BL.Gu. Jem, TF 12, 6% nre
southeast of the SLLILLIT,  ommonae 060636 18 hiw “ully operatinn
summe v,

L]

<o law, maileren 4 February 1943 sives hin views of
the situstion in IIAVAII rerulting from the move of nlanes from
there to LIWJ,  As heavy homhers are not very afta:tive apninest
eneny Vs, that typas cannot ha arnectad tn ranhal a raid on AT,

Cn tha 4th (£10) riva float zaroer bombed .70 72THA do-

ing no dnmare, Gn that Aay at rRhont 1700 6 WaZlm, § =25, with
V¥ nover homhed land installationa st “ITKA, Poup of five inter-
centine float zeros were shot down,

Jomineh 0L2000 nink and 95212% -~ink transafers 5§ APA mand
5 A from the Pacrific to the Atlantic, This hamatrings our *I"KA
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Zebruary Sth, {(Cahu date) (Continued)

affort for the nresent, Remaining A’As are sufrfici{ent to move
~nlr nne reinforced reriment., No Alas renain, It may gffect 2
the nlan to selze IIIZNI JINA, VARTTEI and UAE which ia under .
conaiderntion,

5 wo.
There were no new enemy develonmanta, L&J»‘

February 6th. {(Oahu date)

The enemy advance force reccrted by our search planes
700 miles north of GUADALCANAL on the 4th {Oahu date) has not
been siphted by our search since tnen and is presumed to hawe
retired beyond the search 1imit.

A 19 DD Tokyo Express with 15 zeros covering ran last
nisht. This enemy force was first resorted by asearch plane at
1242 (-11) February 7th, At 1735 (-11) the 7th 16 3BD with 20
F4F's escorting attacked the enerty D.'s 20 mllen south of HEN-
DOVA Island, 1lits wore reportod on 2 DL's and two zeros were ghat

down. !o further renorts of the procress of the Express were
raceived,

Our task forces in the South Paciflc are crulsi-g in
the same grneral areas as before awaiting develo ments,

The GROWLER on patrol north of NEW BRITAIN reported

belne¢ rammed. The bow and tubes were wrecked and tl.e Cnptlin(zuihwu)
and two others were killed., The ship is now proceeding to

BRISBANE, L %&u_gh Cose KAt
It 13 now known that the Japs have almrst completed

a fighter atrip at KISKA. Bad weather in the ALEUTIANS halted
all a‘r activity and hampered onerattons at ANCHITKA.

Cominch 0C19324 gives plans for heavy bomber iroups in
the Pacific Areas.

There were no new éneny developments,

Februarv 7th, (CaYu Date) z

At 07L5 (-11) the Rth, there was a re-ort from a plane
of an ener task foree of 2 A, 5 21, 10 DD, 200 miles ME KALAITA
heading south, Jscause of this renort TF 63 was ordered to inter-
cent and the UNTE PIISE alr prouns was sent to Sl t-1'Ah,  at

1135 (-11) the Rth, this renort waa found to e enery radio de-
cantion so nn further action was taken on the contnet,

(Continued)
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February 7th, ({Oahu Date) {Zontinued!}

411 “oPTae task lorces continued undarvwar as e Tore
waltine developments, Sorsonun N2OP02 {9 Aan cparntiong sumeary
for his area, Amirnl Tnlsev has oprdered tha AT LT TAUTIAL farsas
to take more effective mensures arninet the Jokyo Vvpress, n
TADATIUAT eround forzes continued to ndvmnne glowl, In his

071115 .7, "A377 suppests that recent Tokvo SXnpeastes sy have
evh ated come Jang,

comsopac 072356 nin< states that “rane® for-ms in his
area have never formallr slased them:elves under Tonticerue military
comnmand ,

The tanker IIX!1 ! !I5IT wns sunk of ! Jydney oun the Rth
(-11) by an enemy submarine,

Bad weather in the ALM"TI/*™ altnl 41l opera’ .- -

Signs ccntinue to nolnt to the enanv's nossi le adoption
of tha strateglc defensive in the UL Laa aren, As noted
severa]l times befora, such a ocourse of action would free mujor
aneny surface f‘orres for operations alsewhere, It myat he ma-
sumed that the Tops now know our “¢'ue surfece force tanlovient,
And estimatine thet rar gtrencth will nontinue watchTal waniting
‘n the LRAL Tea, they may feel that thes nnn attmex ar pnid in
“oree At any nolnt along our line from TILULY to ST without

heins intercepted, Yy @ Y 7

February 8th, (Oehu Date) H

Our foroes on GUADAICANAL have now advanced against slight
resistance and hold all the coast line exocept between VISALE apd
DOMA COVE, It seems probable that recent okyo Expresses have

evacuated many Japs with emphasis on key personnel. Organised
resistance on the Island seems about over,

The extended mine rield off the northwest GUADALCAMAL
coast, parallel to the shore line, was completed today.

At 1730 (-11) the 9th, 9 BBED with VP cover made a routise
strike on MUNDA, At the seme time 2 B.26's and 9 VP's bombed YILA.
Alr searches in the area were ononugxnogaun. The ENTERPRISE
air group has returned to the ISE from QUADALCANAL.

Our South Pacifio task forces continmue to operate in the
CORAL Sea and to the southeast of the SOLOMONS, The forces ia the ,
CORAL Sea are in enemy submerine waters. It is not cleer here e
why Admiral Halsey continues to aocept this hasard in view of ’
the almost certein knowledge that no major enemy foroes are withis
or approaching striking distsnce of the Southern SOLOMONS, It
seems that Admiral Halsey plans operationc in the SOLOMONS eom-
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SECRET
February 8th, (Oahu Date} (Continued)

menoing February 13th (-11) as he has requested Comsowespso to
make repeated attaoks on Jap shipping in the BUIN ares from that
date, is may be in oconneotion with the cooupation of RUSSELL
Ielands desoribed in Comsopao 070506 pink. The foroes planned
for this operation are greatly in excess of those mentionsd ia
the recent oonference between Admirals Nimitz and Halsey.

At 1150 (£10) six heavy and five medium bomders at-

tacked KISKA, CTF 8 082301 desorides airfield possidilities ia
the NEAR Islands,

Inoreased tempo of enemy aotivities in the MARSHALLS
and GILEERTS suggests the preparation of jump off points for
raids on our oommunications between HAWAIl and the South Paocifio.
It is probable that the Japs have delayed or abandoned plans to
make an all out attempt to recapture the Southern SOLOMONS,

. t iy s y
February 9th, (Oahu Date) M ol

Comsopao 100650 opsration summdry reports the defeat
of the enemy on GUADALCANAL, Admiral Halsey is ordering Rear
Admirel Mason as Commander CACTUS Alr under Comairsopac in order
to direct air opersations againest enemy shipning,

At 1810 (=11) the 10th, 10 SRD, § TBF, escorted by 19
VF bombed MUNDA, All our planes returned safely.

Admiral Halsey requested that Comsowespac strike hg
shipping in the BUIN area commenoing February l3th., Presumably
in reply to this Generel MaocArthur sent the despatoh ocontained
in Comsopao 092355 pink.

BB and CV task foroes in the Sopac hive besn ordered to
return to their previous bases. Comsopao will return the NEW
MFXICO and MISSISSIPPI to PEARL in the near future,

Central and North Paoifioc areas wers quiet,

Now that the enemy on GUADALCANAL has been defeated
deolision must be made regarding our next moves. Cominoh 092200

pink requests comments on an operetion to seize, cooupy and hold
GILBERT and ELLICE Islands,

No new information was received today regarding enemy

lans or deployment,
PV pLOYEY WM/ $ ('r ”,
i
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Zebruary J0th, (Oahu Date)

All South Pacific task foroes except TP 67 are return-
ing to port. TF 67 will continue operations in the area north-
west of ESPIRITU SANTO, The M1 LIS departs ESPIRITU BANTO
the 12th (-11) for PEARL via SAMOA and escorted by the MISSISSIP-

PI, Our long range searches from GUADALCANAL to the north of the
SOLOMONS have been discontinued,

On GUADALCANAL our troops are mopning up oases of in-
dividual reeistence, WNative commandos are & biz help in this,

The organization of beach defenses and the oollection and salvage
of oaptured material ocontinues,

At 1700 (-11} February 12, 4 B-26s with § VF escorting
bombed and started fires at VILA, Harassing dlack cats were over
Joth VILA and MUNDA during the night, At 1045 (-11) February 12
L B-2L8s with 10 VF escort attacked MUNDA and started fires south

of the bivouac area, All our planee returned safely from these
operations,

The ORTOLAN will attempt to tow the beached Jap sub from
GUADALCANAL to ESPIRITU SANTO.

Comsopao 110547 18 an operution summary for his area,

About noon the 10th (£ 10) six heavy and 8 medium
bombers escorted by 8 VP bombed KISKA. It is hard to evaluate
damage done by suoh attacks from the despatch reports whioh
usually state that "hite were observed in the target area” or
"fires started",

Comeopao 110421 Bink expressuoAdmiral Halsey'a views on
a campaign in the GILBERTS, :

The special alert ordered for our positions between
JOHRSTON and was canoelled,

There were no new enemy developments, " - (.\6&
e @/
February 11th, (Oahu Date)

Our task foroes are returning to ﬂgort exoept for TP 67
which cvéntinues to operate northwest of ESPIR o

At 0740 (-11) the 12th, 17 99D escorted bg 15 righters
bombed MUNDA, At 1430 (=11) the 12th, ) B-24s with & V¥ escort-
ing bombed MUNDA. One black oat was over MUNDA and one over VILA
during the night. Six aviators whe previously had besn forced

gm in the central SOLOMONS were resoved by planes from OUADAL-
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February llth. (Oahu Date) (Continued)

Comsopac 112230 pink is his Operstion Plan 5-43 for the
oooupation of the RUSSELL ISLANDS,

Cinogac 102239 pink reocommends steps to be taken in oon-
neotion with Free Frenoh in the SOPAC.

VOpnav 111340 (two part) states that the B3oard of Roo-
nomio Welfare will set up an organizetion in the SOPAC,

Developments in the ALEUTIANS are in CTF 8 111903 and
Comnorpas 120630,

) Cinopao 112237 pink contains the reasons why Admiral
Nimitz does not believe that sperations in the GILIRRT® are sd-
visahle now,

fayan ,
There were no new enemy developments, . '‘*'“ (el

5

February 12th, (Oahu Date)

At 1130 (-11) the 13th, nine PBLYs (Navy B-248s) escorted
by 15 fighters attacked a large AK escorted by a DD and a CL or oL
off FAISI without scoring hits, All these planes returnel, SEix
B-248 escorted by eleven fighters attacked an anohored AK at BIIN
at 1245 (-11) 13th, scoring one direct hit with & 1000 1b. bomb,
In this strike, which enoountered heavy AA and was {ntercepted by
30 land "eros and 15 float 7eros, we lost three B-24s and vr,

The enemy lost eight Zeros, At 1720 (-11) the 13th, 17 98D with
16 VF escorting boribed MINDA, Our planes returnsd safedy.

On GUADALCANAL the salvarse of enemy material and
strengthening of beaoh facilities ocontinued, “ince the start

of the final offensive on Jan, 15th our tr-ops killed 6066 Japs
and made 127 nrisoners,

In his 121020 Comsonac urges that the ENTERPRITE be
retained in the SOPAC for the nresent,

“alvare has commenoced on the I-Ono(ihioh was sunk by
the KIWI and MOA at OUADALCANAL).

Cominch 122200 gives army nieht fighterd resources in
Pacific Theaters,

Cominch 121315 suggests further @redging at “1IT'AY, On
Dec, 15, 1942 further studies of such s nroject wers commenced
hers. fha bottleneck is dredging equinment now in use on other

Hawaiian projects and the need of a hooper dredge from the West
Coast,
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February 12th, {Oahu Date) (Continued)
The North Pecific wss aquiet,

Cominch 122028 (pink) is e directive for relations with
the French in the TOPAC,

There are indications that the ehemy is abrut to start

submarine attacks on our Pacific Shipning in the NEW CALEDINIA
and HAAIIAM arees,

ComAmnhForPae 121918 (pink) indicates that no Aray dive

bomber squadrons will be aveileble for use in the ALFUTI\N® in
the near future,

\D’V N A
Februery 13th, (Oahu Date) Tt

All major SOPAC task forces ere in port todey. Rear
Admiral Turner's transnorts are standing toward GU LCANAL as
a preliminary move for the CLEANSLATE operation. The target
date for that operation is February 21st (~1ll). As the:e
are indications that enemy submarines are about to start attscks
on our shipping off NOUMEA end in the N¥W HERKIDES, DD and aipr
"hunter - killer groups™ have been formed et NOUMEX and EFATE,

At 1200 (-11) the 14th, 9 PBLYs escorted by 22 VI got
three direct hits on an AX at BUIN, Of abhout 45 zeros inter-
cepting eleven were shot down. We lost 2 PR,Ys end four VF,
Harrassing black ocats were over VILA during the night. At
08LS (-11? the l4th, 18 SBD and 3 TBF eacorted by 11 VP bombed
MUNDA. All planes returned,

On GUADAICANAL mopping up continued.

Rear Admiral Wilkinson (Dematy Comsopass) has returned
to NOUMEZA from “RIFSANE, He arranged satisractory collaborationm
with Comsowespac for the CLEANSLATE operation,

Two dispatches of great imnortence were received from
Cominoh durines the day, His 131250 (pink) requests pronosed
plans for operations in the Pacific during the next ro.r months.

His 131400 gink) ia a partial agenda for a conference planned
on the Weat Coast about Feb, 20th,

Comamphibfor is now revising his pluns within the
framework of Cominch 04,2000, oreviously noted, Cinopac will
approve sending 6 LCT(5) from the West Coamst to the ALEUTIANS,

About noon 5 3248 and 6 B-25s with 10 P-3B8s escorting

bombed KIJKA., Hits were observed on enemy installations. Three
float zaros were shot down,

1394
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February 13th, (0Oahu Date) (Continued)

Almost oomplete laok of information regarding the
location of major enemy oomhetant strength durins the past
week 13 noted, We must rememner that it is within aneny
capabllity to raid our MIDNAY - NAHU - SAMDOA - PIJI line

. L ‘_
in forece, ;Adh_. GU \
February 1ith (Oahu time)

one

; ‘ ; \'2 4 ; i : :
1630(-117 15¢th: MUNDA : 11 g;ﬁ, 7 TBY,: Not reported :None : None
Durlng night 55% : rted ;ﬂogo ;Nan!__
5uring night : r're fire :None : None

: atarted :

TF 67 will operate on the 1léth (-11) in the s.ea to the
southeast of the SOLOMONS, TF 61 transports are standing toward
GUADALCANAL for the CLEAFLATE operation. Other SOPAC forces are
in port,

The HADDOCK returning from patrol off TOK70 Aay reports
8inking one A0 and an AK for a total tonnage of 13,300. The
GUARDFISH patrolling the TRUK - BISMARCK area enroute from PEARL
to the Sowespac between Dec. 20 and rfeb. 15 reports the follow-
ing bag: 2 DDa and one 9,000 ton AKX sunk. In a ramarkasle patrol
this submarine managed to penetrate RABAUL harsor, but becsuse of
enemy A/S operations, waa unable to infliot any damage. In the
JITMARCK ARCHIPELAGO the (WARDFISH was repeatedly sunjected to
severe depth charging and aerial bombing but managed to continue
the patrol for the full time without suffering excessive demage,

The Centrel and North Pacific Areas were quiet,
There were no new enemy developments.

Cinopas 142209 pink delegates eauthority to Comsopao in
broad allocation of war materials,

Cinopao 142357 pink, 2 parts, requests Admiral Halsey's
plana for the next 4 months, C '}L,

sl
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Fobruapy 15th, (Oahu Date)

Bad weather reduced air strikes in the SoPac. One B-24

attacked KIHILI at 2?00 {=11) 16th and one heavy bomber attaoked
BALLALE at 2245 (-11) 16th,

TF 67 oontinued operating southeast of the SOLOMONS,
All other major Task Foroes in the SoPac were in port,

The FLYING FISH reported sinking two AXs in the CARC.
LINE3 for a total of 13,000 tons., The HADDOCK returning from

patrol off HONSHU reported sinking 13,300 tons including a
loaded AD,

Pacifio Ocean areas were generally quiet.

There were no new enemy developments, GD

February 16th, (Oahu Date)

TF 67 oontinued to operate southeast of the SOLOMONS,
Other major tesk foroes were in port, The 3 0BRs with DD escort
which have been basing at NANDI have been ordered to bane at
HAVANNAH Harsor, arriving there the 23rd (=11),

At 1740 (-11) 17th 13 SBD esoorted by 24 VP bombed MUNDA
atarting two fires, All planes returned, One >lack ocat was
over VILA during the night,

At 1922 (=11) 17th flares wers dropped by eneamy planss
over TO 62.7,2 (4 APA, 6 DD, 1 AO) 20 miles east of 3AN CHISTUBAL
while that group was prooseding to GUADALCANAL, A torpedo attaock
of seven enemy planes was reported ooming in at 2005 (-11) and

the attack was oontinuing at 2035 (-11), No further reports of
this attack were reoceived,

Code books and other papers have been recovered from the
I-One end are being studied at NOUMEA,

On the 15th (£ 10) six Jap float planes dropped bombds
on AMCHITKA inflioting superficial dsmare to the runway, Two
men were killed and one wounded, CTF B 170205 reports progress
on the landing strip at AMCHITKA,,

It seems probebdle that an ensmy BB-CV foroe has left
TRUK for Japan., While a strong oombatant foroe is Selieved still
in the TRUK area, this movement toward Japan may indioate that
no major operation toward the SOLOMONS is contemplated bty the
enemy in the near future and strengthens the belief that, in the
SOLOMONS Sea Area, the Japs have adopted the stratezio defensive,

J N
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SECRET

February 17th, (Oahu Date)

Between 2305 and 0.30 (=11) the 1Bth 7 P%Ys and
3 B-2Ls attncked shinnine And shio.ce ins*sn \ationa in the ‘T IN
area,

TF 18 continued to operate to the cutheast of the
TOLOHONS, Other tesk forces in the ©9PAC, exceot TP ll, are
taking positions to supnort the CLEANTLAT: operation {Log uUay
Feb, 21 {-11}}. The SAHATOGA 13 "eins held at NOUME. because
of luck o DD escort, out her ulr group wi{ll operate from
GUADALCANAL. Admirei Halsey pluns “0PAC task rorc. reorgan-
izetion in his 180102,

Additlional items for conference agende are in Jominch
161445 (pink),

The VICTORIOUS ETA et Pearl is biarch 4th (£93).

Comsonac 170617 (pink) comments on the GILINRT - ®L1.1C%
thrust,

CT® 8 162302 gives plans for new airfields in the
ALRUPIANS,

Theras were no new ene1v develomments,

February 18th, (Oahu Date) t \_h'\" ’

—t

Between 0005 and 0400 (~11) 19th 6 Army B-24s and 6
PB4Ys harassed the enemy at MUNDA and VILA, Bad weather hampered
other alr operationa in the SOPAC,

Our S0PAC task forces continue to operate as noted

yesterday, Cincpac 182221 eancels restrictions on operating
Batdlv THREE ships weet of FIJTI,

Comsopac 190526 1s a renort of the Jap torpedo attack
on our transvorts the 17th (-11},

North Pacific cruiser grouns bombarded shore positions
at HOLTZ Bay and CHICAGOF Harsor. Results were not apparent.

There were no new enemy develooments.

e \vr, ._/
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February 17, 1843.
SECRET

MEMO FOR 16,

1, Preliminary study indicates the following!

(a) It seems entirely feaslble to make a simultaneous
thrust up the SOLOMONS and in the OILBERTS, Capture of ob-
Jectives seems probadle, Holding in OILEERTS seems doubtful,

(b) Because of preparation time required, May 15, 1943
18 selected as the tarrfet date,

(o) A study of both enemy and own ships and suggested
employment 1s attached.

(d) Until there is available in the WAKE . MARSHALL
arsa & ocoverins fares equal to that set ferth in (e) above,
plus one CV attack foree, the only thing that oan be done
by May 15th is to make a demonstration on WAKE,

(e) Logistioc requirements probadly can be met dut
approval of the plan to this point 1s necessary for ascurate
estimate.

- Laoking Admiral Halsey's plan we assume that:

(a) He will attack MUNDA next and will employ one
Marine Division,

{b) That the dulk of his troops must be sarried in
landing craft, (As 7 APA will be required in the OILBERTS,

CTP 62 will have § APA for preliminary moves and for the
operation over and above the landing oraft,)
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SECRET
MEMO FOR 16, (Cont'd)

3. Colonel Pfeiffer has made up a troop requirement
estimate for TARAWA and MAKIN,

4. Decision rmst be made on following:

(1) Shall SHOULDER and COTTAGE be stopped.

(11) Can we use Army 7th Division in OILBERTS,

(111) ¥Wno will command GILEERT Ocoupation.
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SECR!T

A. Najor Covering Foroce (Operating between SOLOMONS and OILPERTS)
BatDiv 6 Rear Admiral lee 5 BB

SO0UTH DAKOTA
NORTH CAROLINA
WASHINGTON
INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS

CruDiv 6 Rear Admiral 3 CA

INDIANAPOL IS
3ALT LAKE CITY
LOUISVILLE

CruDilvy 12 Rear Admiral Merrill 4 CL

MONTPELI: R
CLEVELAND
CCLUMBIA
DENVER

CarDiv Rear Admiral Sherman 2 CV

ENTERPRISE
ES8EX

DesRon 2 {1500) 8 DD
Desron 5 (1500) 8 DD

Desron 22 (2100) g_%

B. Reserve Covering Force (To South of Main Covering Poroe)

BatDive 3&4 Vice Admiral Leary é OBB

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPY
NEW MEXICO
MARYLAND
COLORADO
NEVADA

Auxiliary CarDivy Rear Admiral Mason 3 ACY

CHENANGO
SUWANNEE
SANGAMOR

Desron 12 9 D
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SECRET

C. Eilrst Atteck Poro¥ (Operate in OILEERTS)
CayDiv Rear Admiral gCvy

SARATOGA (All SED except Combat Patrol.
VICTORIOUS (All VP)

C v & Rear Admiral 0iffen? 3 Ca
WICHITA

3AN FRANCISCO
BALTIMORE

Crudiv 11 3 CL(AA)

SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

sron 6 (1500) l DL, 8 DD

D. Seoond Attack Porge (S) (Operate in SOLOMONS)

CruDiv 9 4 CL
HONOQLULU
HELFN.

3T LOUIS
NA3IVILLE

DesRon 21 (2100) 8 D
Mineoraft 5 DM, 5 DS

E. Third Attack Force () (Operate off WAKR)
BatDiv 2 Rear Admiral 2 OBB

PENNSYLVANIA
TENNF.33EE
CryDiv 2 CL

SANTA FE
BIRMINGHAM

A CarDiv 3 ACY

NASSAU
ALTAMANA
COPAREE 1407




SECRET

E. Third Attack Pore C 1
DesRon 84 (2100)

F. Troop Movement Eanorts
(a) Erom Wept Coast
DesRon ONE (1500)
(b) From SoPag¢
DesDivs 16 & 27 (1500)
(c) Minecraft
(a) Destroyer Transports

G. Miscellaneous Escorts
(a) Trans-Pagific

DesRop 29
(v) Tankers
DeaRon 23 (2100}
(c) SgPmg
W-%i % (21
- 00)
esfion
F. Alaska
. Crudliv_ONE

DegRon J4 leas DesDiv 27

8 DD

1 DL X7DD

8 DD

4 AN & 3 DuS
16 APD

8 oDD

4 DD

® DD

3 OCL
4 DD
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SECRET
Total Troop Bottoms
APA

From Amphibforpao
From Amphibforsopac

AKA

Irom Amphil:forpac
Fror Amphibforsopac

£ 5 Lf repairs to ALCHIPA are not
completed in time,

AK (T EC-Z

From Serronsopac

LT

From Flot., 8, Amphibforpao
Prom Flot. 8, Norpacfor
From Flot. 5, 3opacfor

4 This total is optimistic, based
dates being met, and ahakedowns
without oasualty,

LCI(L

From Flot., 3, Amphibforpac
From Flot. 5,:Amphibforcopaoc

£ Same note as LST,

LCT{3)

From Flot, 3, Amphibforpac
From Flot. 5, Amphibforsopac

% Same note as LST,

>
~~
-]

From Amphibforsopac
£ Same noter as L91,
APD
From Amphibforsopac

- 8(a) -

18

1

¢

10

10

Mg

4

2

28

on delivery
completed
60 £

24
36

63 £

11
52 %

50 %
50 £

16
16
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troop cacacity of above!
APA & 1400 21,000
AKA @ 200 1,200
AKX @& 50 800
L3t ¢ 260 8,840
LCI £ B850 15,000
LCT(8) @ 50 3,150
APo a 68 3,100
APD 8 l4e

TOTAL _m

e 8(b) =

149¢




W B TARAWA TOML G
Iand Foroes for Cepture <
7 Inf. Bus.{Reinforced) 2 Inf. Bus.(Rein- S Inf. Bus. {Rein- /21,600 (Div plus 1 Regt) ™
Total 12,500 fomd) 1 Baider foro.d) 3 Ralder '
Co. Total 3650 COI. Total 5450 '
Gunfire Sugggrt Shipg
5 - OBB '1CA "2 CA 'S - OBB
12 - DD ' 4 ID ' 4 D '3 - CA
t v '80 - ID
Airoraft Supoort for Attack
6 SED Squadrons ' @ SBD Squadrons | S SED Squadrons .11 SED Squadrons
4 VP Squadrons v 2 VF Squadrons vy 2 VP Squadrons ¢« 8 VP Sguadrons
Gprrison for Defense -
3200 0rd,.Def.FPor ' 1579 Grd,Def .For, ' 1494 Grd,Def. Por. !
707 Alr & Construction' 1500 Air Personnel' 2500 Alr Personnel'iy,963(Including 4 Def.
' Sﬁ Conat.x Maint) "ﬁ Constr:otion | Pus. ) '
r-
Aireraft or Fhoi;igleu after Gng ure '
S VP ron. ''2 VF ron. ' 2 VF ron. Y7 VF ron,
2 SBD ron. ' 1 VB ron.(medium) ' 2 VB ron.(Medium) 'S VB ron,{Nedium)
1 TEP ron. ' ' 2 VB ron.(Heavy} 'l TEF ron.
1 VP ron. ! ! 1 VP ron. '2 VB ron.{Reavy)
' ' 2 VP ron,

Awvailad Ma Sths
ines v, and 3§ Def . Bus,

Army 1 Div, (7th).
Sopac requirements are estimated su 2 Divisions and 2 Def. Bus.

Prom troops avallatle, all three operations are not feasidle. The Sopac and @Gllberts
operations can te carried out if the 7th Division 1s used or 1f the Army relleves
Marines in Samoa and releases 2 Inf, Regts. and 3 Def. Bus,



Katimate of own and eaeay strength in Pesifis as of

'.m “. 1% 3,

preseat
date. Lneay strength based on Redlio Intelligense Seetion, ICPOA

leport dated Fedrusry 15, 1943,

IR

CcY

ACY (Ex-tankers in use as oombatent
sarriers)
HMS VICTORIOU3 (Training)

Total Combatant Carriers
ucv h.\..m class, Sransports)

ISLAND tnul.u)
txé o&om“"“a 28 knote, 54 planes
nuuluanmndb: transports)

Total Transport curlon

Ea”%u??;?" resdy 2/%0 ‘.n B.Y.)

BB (014) In Pacifie
BB (014; gn West Coust 3/18)
B3 (014) TXIKB3EX (Ready
Total BB (0l4)
(Does not fnelude CALIFORNIA, WEST VIROIN

Ca zaopu IM)

CA o at Pearl 2/20)
Ca m mcxaoo “"ma as)
CA (BALTDMORE, Bodrom, (1

Total CA

(Plus 5 in Mavy Yards, extended repairs)

gt i’}OO-GOOO Te )‘anc lhlp. are ‘o‘o)
& [30a902%1)
CL (Min ing

Total O

DD (Lesa than 1000 T.)
PD (1200 T,)
DD (1400-13500 '1'.}
DD {1700=-18%0 T,
Db {2100 7.
Total DD

T N e Lo

e Hireke MeeiBa G0 B em e firs o oo

1407




- -9 *... - - E

1408




SISTRIBUTIVN Onds L0iiIaTol? dlin

SOT.d w0 alawalas (PDDN I aTL Yol
Vi o D - T (VIooual ol - -
) A ! - ‘ -
Hiowl 5 - - _ 10

-.._,
wo—
¥
.
-3

ol

Q00

PRIV
- -

PR
.‘p_-d
o

\_,

ol

-

—
YT M R
SR R

}
T2, 000) P 2 - - - -
ol ,mu) ) - - - -
2{1,500) 55 36 7 - - 12
G2, 100) 12 14, - - & -
O b 5 1 “ - -
s 2 £ 5 ! - -

1409




A
SLCORET
Seibeilea

febrary 19th,  {(Cuhu Lave)

at 0320 (=11) the 20tn, 12 TPE erd 10 305 egrorted H
SO VY borbed WUilLa itartin: flres and ittt A4 posittora,  Ye
lcst one 3-1., Fetween 0136 and 0432 (-11) the <i'th, beida
Yomted Vila startins one lurce ftre, all planes retorne ! sufels,

nirlral Yalser's nropoaul te recr-antze
upon ceorpletion of the SLFAT T TE operation, "4 contetee d
200088 {oink),

tla ‘asy 'rroces,

t "3

Ad 1rel "'=m1tz arrives 'n 3a: Frar-';

e teiat oy B ocotie
fercnce witl Admival Kine-,

The INLIANALCLIS revorted sinyta. a:

camranlttor gt oy
mfire In the “estern ALEUTIALS arca.
Trere were ro new cnery levelan-ertsg,
1 . <
February 20th, (Cahu Date) “ \" T

CTF 61 210551 pink describes the occupatlion of the
RUSSELL Islands., SOPAC task futces, less TF 11, operated to the
South and Southeast of GUADALCANAL in supnort of thls occupation,

Of 8 PB4Ys ordered to harass the enemy at VILA and MUIDA
during the night February 21st {-11), five bombed MUNDA and only

one was adle to get through weather to bomb VILA, All planes
returned safely,

The TARPON leaving patrol off HONSHY renorted that she

sank one loaded 9000 ton AX, The PICKEREL, also returning from
patrol off HONSHU also sank one AK

A fragmentary report states that the HALAVC (FLORIDA Isl,)}
ammunition dumo was bombed and set afire.

There were no new enemy developonents,

.’“
February 21st, (Oahu Date) Y-

Sopac task forces less TF 11 oontinued to supnort the
CLEANTLATE operation, In the past two days a total of approximately
7000 troops have been landed on the RUSSEL: Islands,

Between 0145 and 0305 (-11) 22nd 3 3-24s bombed KUNDA and

2 B-248 bombed VILA. At 16,5 (-11) 22pd a frighter sweep of RFVATA
was made by 26 VP, :

Comsopac 220016 deals with surveys in the SOLOMONS Sea

Area, His 220558 requests intensified gunnery training of new
combatant vessels to be sent to SIPAC,

(Continued) 1417




SECRET
February 2)st. (Oahu Date) {Continued)

Cincpac 220245 is a brief of a nroject to »-ovide
more harbor space at MIDWAY,

At 1400 (£ 10) 20th 5 B.24s, 7 B.25a and 7 P-38s bombed
FITKA, Todav the weather was bad in the Western ALY TIANT and
all air operations were cancelled.

Cominch 192150 is & new numbering of Fleeta and Task
Forces to be effective at noon GCT March 15th.

Photos taken on the 21at (-11} of airfields in the
central S0LOMON® revealed a total of 82 VF and 15 V3, This is
a small number to counter our moves in the "OLCMONS Sea area
and cannot be taken aa the maximum number available to the enemy
in the area, Major enemy combatant strength is believed to be
in the TRUK - Emnire area, but we cannot say definitely that such
is the case. It continues to be within enemy capabilities to
rald our outlying positions in the Central Pacific. A raid on
ANMCHITKA also 18 a possibility,

February 22nd (Oahu Date)

30PAC CV and BB task forces have been ordered to re-
turn to port, Rear Admiral Giffen's crulser task foroe will con-
tinue to support the CLEANTLATE operation in a noesition to the
Southeast of the 30LOMONS,

!

Comsopac 230541 is an operation summary which includes
enemy air ralds in the GUADALCANAL area,

Rear Admiral Turner continues to land troops on the
RUSSELL Tslands, He plans to land 800 officers and men at
PEPECALA from APDs,o- Yeb 23-24(-1D).

Retween 0030 and 0245 (-11) 23rd 4 PR,Ys harassed VUNDA,
and another group of 4 PB4Ys harassed VILA,

RDO NOUMEA 222146 refers to Admirml Halsey's Desaron re-
organization plans,

The POMPANO, returring from patrol in the SAROLINES

and MARSHALLS, reported sinking 10000 tons and damaging 22000

tons. Reconnalssance showed no landing field construction at
RONGERIK, RONGEZLAP, BIKINI,

CTF 8 230715 (2 part) summerizes the day in the ALEUTIANS,

There were no new enemy developments,

o WS
141




SECARET

February 23rd, {Oahu Date)

Rear Admiral Giffen's cruiser force continued to cover
the CLEANTLATE operation, OUther "CPAC task forces were in or

returning to port., No reports were received regarding anir oper-
ations in the SCLOMONS area,

The Central Pacific Area waas quiet,

fin the 23rd (¢ 10) aix heavy bomhers, ten medium bombers,
and eigsht V-38's attacked YI VA, Lesults were not ohserved.

There were no new enemy developments,

February 24th, (Oahu Date)

TF 68 ia operating to the Southeast of the 30:LANINS
in supdort of the CLEANFLATE operation. A routine alr strike
was made on VILA at 1145 (-11) 25th. A projected TRPF strike on
shipning in the BUIN area was ganaelled because of weather,

v\

Comsopaec 250616 pink eives plans for opersations in the
30LOMCNS Sea Area after the CLEANTLATE operation,

Paciflic Ocean Areas were unusually quiet,

There were no new enemy developments,

February 25th. (Oahu Date)

At 1245 (=11) 26th 18 SBD escorted by 16 VF attacked
MUNDA starting four large fires and silencing two AA batteries.

26 VF made a sweep ovor KAHILI at 1215 (-11) 26th with nexative
resultsa.

Rear Admirsl Giffen's crulser force continues to
operate to the southeast of the S0LOMONS,

In hias 261022 pink Comsopac gives needs for 60 trans-
port planes for paratroops.

Navat Wellington 252240 deacribea a riot yesterday at a
Jap prisoner camp.

KISKA was bombed by € heavy and 5 medium fighters the
25th (£10). Results were not reported.

All areas continue to be exceptionally qulet.

There were no new enemy developments. e gt V\)”;

1410
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SECRET
February 26th, {Oahu Date)

At 1600 (=11) 27th 17 SBD escorted by 15 VP attaoked
MUNDA, starting three fires, The target area was photographed
by an accompanying PB4Y, Plctures were developed in the air
and best targets radioed to the attacking planes. At 1740 (=11)
27th 14 SBD escorted by 23 VF attacked one AP and 2 corvettes
off the northeast tip of VELLA LAVELIA, Ilits were reported on
the AP and it was last seen burning flercely. One corvette also
was hit, We lost B5VF, One zero was shot down. Comaopac 27054C
is an operation summary for the 26th (-11),

TF 68 continued to operate to the southeast of the
SOLOMONS, Other SOPAC task forces were in port.

Comairsopac 270537 1s a request for varisble time delay
bombs,

Bad weather caused the cancellation of all air activi-
ties 1n the ALEUTIANS,

Continued lack of information regarding enemy plans
and deployment 1s noted. Enemy radioc security measures are, at
the moment, effective. Agaln we remark that it is within enemy
capabllities to rald our Central Pacific positions in force.

February 27th, (Oahu Date) i

Cruiser task force operations in the SOPAC for the next
few days are in Comsopac 280040 and 2805650,

9 PB4Ys supporting a TBF strike in the BUIK area were
over the target from 0415 to 0535 {(-11) 28th. One AK was seen
to blow up. A number of fires were atarted. At 0745 (-11) 28th
15 SED escorted by 24 VF attacked VILA,

CTF 61 280827 describes progreas of the CLEANSLATE

operation. Today there are approximetely %60 troops in the
RUSSELL ISLANDS, e

Cominch 271220 directs sending 6 P«70 night fighters
to SWPAC,

Admiral Halsey plans to plant aerial mines in the BUIN
area starting about March 15.

The crulsers of TF 8 have been taking a severe pounding
while crulsing off the ALEUTIANS this winter, All are now in
urgent need of navy yard overhaul.

(Continued)
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SECRET
February 27th (Continued)

The enemy is expected to place a new set of codes in
effect Maroh 1lat (=9). When that is .lone our ability to "read
the mail” will deorease sharply, In recant months Mnru move-
ments ohtuined from D1 have heen npassad along to our suntamarines
on patrol with pratifying results, This type of information
will not bs Aavailahle to us for a oconsiderahle time after Maroh

lat. y 1 ."
AT (4
February 28th, (Oahu Date) ' (/

Admiral Nimitz returned to PZARL from a oconference in
SAN FRANCITCO with Admiral King, Conference notes are attached,

Batween 0420 and 04,32 (-11) March 1lst 2 3-24s and 11
THF dropped bombs in the SHORTLAND area, Shipoing oould not be
attacked on account of haze, At 1715 {-11) March lst 17 33D
escorted by nine VF attacked MUNDA starting several fires, All

planes returned safely. Comsopac 280555 is an operstions sum-
mary for his area,

CTF 61 271628 is a summary of the CLEANTLATE operation.

Cinopac concurs in Admiral llalsey's plan for offensive
aerial mining in the SOLOMONS Sea area, Juch operutions have
been contemplated here for months,

Comairsopac 271116 {2 part) pink gives opinion regard-
ing eir operations and needs in the SOLUMONS area,

Comsopac 010550 is proposed task force reorganization
in the South Pmoifloc,

At 1300 (£ 10) 28th 6 heavy and 6 medium bombers attecked
KISKA, Results were not reported,

Cincpac has directed that Comhawseafront make all ag-
Eropriate effort to interest natives in fishing in the Hawailan
slands, and to encourage all kinds of food production, Zvery
pound of food produced locally is in our favor as it results in
decreassd shipvoing demands, flﬂjj' .

| L

g— -~
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CRET
Egﬁiiugx {gcT)

0l 18556 COMNORPACFOR to CINCPFAC Info COMINCH COMNORWESTSEAPROM etg.

01 1905

02 0604

PEIN S

Coming from Comnorpacfor this 1s Part ] of 2 parts. Pass
to Cincpac for action, Status CROWBAR operstion January
Slat, oops at FORMULA 3820. Major tactical units pres-
ent are 1 Battery 75 mm PA, 1 battery 155 mm seacoast art-
illery, 2 reinforced infantry battalions and 2 AA batteries
37 mm, 34ituation critical for unloading barges due repeated
storm demage. Avallable unloading equipment ALASEAN area
being rounded up for use FORMULA and repalr crews hbeing
gent there., AA defence not considered adequate will be
reinforced. 1 radar landed not yet installed. Others will
follow., Outpost established ALEUT POINT 12 personnel, 2
entrance buoys 4 mooring buoys 1aid. Other navisational
aids underway, a net nrotection for ships in harbor nearing
completion, Continuing offshore patrol by DDs. Task Group
8.6 covering operation, Combat and Anti S air patrol fronm
LONGVIEW maintained during daylight es practicable, 3hips
in harbor kept to minimum., Port captain assigned. Radlo

guard ship maintained 1n harbor pending establishment Navsl
Radlo Station.ashore.

COMNORPACFOR to CINCPAC Info COMINCH COMNORWESTSEAFRON etc.

Part 2 of my 011855. Construction fighter strip being
pushed and 1s proceeding but less rapidly than expected
due soggy nature of soll ag-ravated by heavy rains. Esti-
mated date completion 1s now 22 February. ntil strip
completed Jap planes from KISKA may be expected to attack
at times when fighter coverage from LONGVIEW is abaent,

S planes greatest number in any attack to date but thig
morning G zeros aighted at JACKBOOT. Possitly flown in.
Para. Additional for FORMULA in February. About 100
infantry. 1 fighter squadron. 1 Airbase Squadron, 1 Bat-
talion enginecera with headquarters company. 1 platoon.
Approximately 30,000 tons cargo. Estimste unloading 1000
tons dally. Expect refloat MIDDLETON today.

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALL CTF SOPAC, COKSOWESPAC etc.

On night of lat and 2nd Nips sent 20 DD expreas from PAISI
to CACTUS. Imcomplete reports indicate our forces sank at
least one DD or possible destroyer leader, damaged several
more. In day long air activity first at least 23 Jap planes
destroyed to 10 of ours. Dive bombers sank DEHAVEN TDB 469)
midafternoon and 5 PT's lost in night actlon off ESPERANCE,
19 DDs including 1 under tow returned PAISI am second,
3ingle bomb hit CACTUS bomber strip during noon raid first.
Morning 1st Portresaes scored 3 hits large AK off SHORTLAND,
SBDs avengera bombed MUNDA, Condition RED (Ene planes
overhead) at BUTTON 1951 to 2043 L (-11) lst. TA photos
13t show no evidence airfield construction suapected by
watcher., Ground forces CACTUS continuing advance to northe
west after frief slowdown due strong resistence. Killed
aixty Japs first, 141 €




SECRET

February (GCT)

SYSR].

03 0704

02 2107

05 0719

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSONESPAC, NZNB

Additional info Express run 1-2. PT's repnrt crne CD
definitely sunk another orobably sunk, hit on th'rd,

Our °T losses 3 not 5. Analvsis all alr repnrts plus
YTE action indicates as many as three enenmy destrorers
may have been sunk. This 1f more tlan 20 participated.
At 0840 1 (-11) second before Express returned tc base
following ships sren BUIN-3EORTLAND. 2 CA, )} CL, 7 LD's,
13 AK's. At 0620 1 second plane saw possible heavy crulser
115 miles north SAVO retiring rorth by west, At 1710

1 second slx forts scored three hits on ti¢ cargo vessel
off 3HORTLAND left ship burfitng list!ng. 20 Jsp planes
attemnted interception and B-17's with VF escort shot
down 9 zero plus one probable. 3BD's and TBEF's with
Wildcat escort hit MUNDA evening 2nd caused 2 explosions
several fires in target area, CACTUS had two sir raids
night of 2nd. 5 bombs dropped across fighter strip
during first alert nil damare second. Native report 300
Japs ashore VIRU HAREBOR second. Pcssible landed frem 8
barges previously reported there, ¥ vesterday Cobra
strafed 1€ new landing boats beached near ARULIGO, 3ud

sank U.5. freighter south by west W 'ITE POPPY about 170C
GCT 29th,

CIMCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSCTPAC, COMGERHAWDEFT, etc.

My figures alr strength Sopac substanti{ally same as
Comsopac 271210 and 312359 Jaruary. Your 301549 Tan.

glves allocation 29 heavy, 23 medlunm borbers for January,
Actual enroute from coast during morth 7 B-24D and A B.28C,
Uetachments key flight personnel for service 'n other
theaters have reduced effective flight crews below number
required for full use of small number of aircraft avall-
able. i'ara. Reguest two Army heavy berber groups comnlete
with combat crews be sent immediately and that JCS com-
mlitment for Army medium borbers be met fully. See

Halsey's 021120. Inev!table attriton during current

majcr operatfons requles immedlate drastic actlon,

This i3 & real punch coming up and it needs to be c-untered.

MACARTHUR to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC, COMILCH

My bomber resources are sc limited that it is impossible
to detach elements thereof to vour cormmand without risk-
ing disaster here. Replying Comsopsc 021101. Fror their
present bases I am using such as I have to maximum capa-
city to supoort you and in addition they are in a posi~
tion to protect my own front. At present therefore they
perform the dual function which would not be the cape if
they were sent to your area. As stated in my 020241 I
an glving you every possible s pport withi- the 1imits

141F
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GECRET
Froruary (GCT

03 0719 (Continued)

of the exigencles and perils of my own doatt'or and the
pauclity of the forces assaigned tiis sarea. The Informa-
tlor avatlable to me does not tndicate tha* the ene-y
has vet comnittod himsell to a dafinlte tone of advanhce
and polnt of attaek. Ny own front ray 8till he the ha
lective. Let rie have your specific mlssion r+ nuests awnd
I shall do everything »cs+ible to fulfill then.

04 0845 SENAV GUADALCANAL to CCMAIRSOPAC Info CIICPAC, etc,

Preliminary reonort of two attucks or Tokyo Ex;ress, At-
tack by 15 Avenger, 7 Launtleas escorted by & “obras,

4 Lightninegs and 15 Wildcats attacked 20 wi, covered

by 25 zeros, 200 miles up channel at 1600 1 (=11), He=
port one DD sunk and one badly damaged., Cur lossea

4 Avengers, one Dauntless and one Wildcat. Seven zeras
shot down, five probatle. Secrnd attack by thirteen
Dauntless escorted by ten Wildcats and fovr Warhawks
attacked eirhteen destroyers covered 'y twenty five zeros,
At 1750 1. Heport two hits one, one or another 0., One
destroyer burining badly. Seen headed nrrthwest in

the distance result first atta~k, Our losses in secord
attock one Warhawk shot down, two Wildcats ard rne

Dauntless ~1ssinrs, Ten zeros sure, two “robable in this
attack,

02 1245 COMINCE to CICPAC Info CrUSOPAC, LALCCHPS.

vorilneh desires to advance date of readiness of the
fourth liarine division try detachiing 23rd Marine redgiment
reinforced fron 3rdMarine diviaien and utilizine same

as the nrincipal nucleus frem which to sctivate the
fourth division. Para, As replacenent for 23rd Kerine
resiment 1t 13 the {-tention to asslcgn one of the

ilarine régiments reinforced now on duty in the STIAX area
to the 3rd Larine division and Carry same on temporary
detached duty therefrom. This reciment will be aure-
mented &s necessary to cnmnlete i{ts organization as &
normal relnforced resirment, Your comment and recormends -
tion requested. Marcorps irformed.

03 0700 CTF 9 to CTCPAC

Comtasfor 8 anawering Cinensc 022127. Fith Log day
January 12 original CROWEAR plan due to te completed
February 23. liecessary changes since “og dav plus re-
enforcerients now continue intensive operations through
‘ay 1st, Until that time co- temnlate employment sup-
face forces accordance my vn lan 16-42 except KALK and
GILIESPIE have been assigned T3 8.6 Vice 6.6 and ro=

SUCR IR RS IR U O N 1 el R L

sirable ¢
1417




SECRET

Februvar- (GCT)

ohLEM N

C3 0700

AT f\:()—‘f)

O Vnlleram, MUID to LDUZA Info 2IMTI0AL

{Contlinued)

practicable FALK and GILLESPIE remaln urtil May lst,

Otherwlise pros»ective date release tl.ese vessels in Fet-
ruary 23,

[PAE TRV ] R P PR 4 St e s e R T YR I T Ry
x AT ta TV A Ipfo AT 507, UUTYTT A TN

_— . -

‘'re comas ‘omsonacs daily sammnre, AT ohaarvaers re-
nort evslosion off enary held econet cpine Toeo rTHrenss
vicit fourth - fifthw, ihgenca af 7 gtrive. ~r horh tits
from sir nlus sresence ofl slisk eauth 7 Ak 1i{rht 5Ln

fndieater 1 Tan "D Wit mfna,  Thoto Ylherator oyaer PO
aren X' 5th cne nartinll- apmnleted Yundine atrin OOV,
<ame nlnna renorted L O0V's anahored aesst .07 LD hut slent.

ine not confirmed, 217 sanreh nlune 5th atrnfed onany
tander MOT of “MT NS TAV.., Veasel was nnerstbhla wenst aer
ranorting shln, /) ranorts 4L Yarcag sneh apcived 00
VILA nredawn 5th,  Final .ishtinea Jap Tanr iorew Gt fn-
dicated comnosition ? rarriers 4 s, sy, T lle, 10 ls,
Jenrch Also renorts AT wirtleld well develonad,
OO patrol destroyed L snnonine Type 1 ! itsunishl bomhers

nd to 4th, “lanes from same UV atrafed surfnce oo T

PEEE
DIUPUNTA LD REEF Lth,  Adr ol chted onun ernluowment s under
conatruction NAINTN Island 77 5NL eroun Ath,

NP
atl-

dd s d g

The rollowing order 'rom Jinenan muoted Tor o coyr fntormatlon
"Dasinnteh to Sonae 107 Maavy Homh erayn dbaratorn, MNova-
menta of air echelone, 1rt o® & frem 3 27 Ond from
PLAL of G to “opac nlus £ for HUILT,  teeminaser on re~aint
affective renlacerants from tates 'Arinek 11618, rreoind
achelon via surface truncsanct, Reaueet, Su'ne pade omireh
for heavy homb rroun tn prenlara IN7T pprogns™ nersonal attention
fienernl YarshAll ~lanse note this -ovenment ineludes the

srotic headryarters csround erhslon T/9A eaulmmant npd 14§
sairnlnneas with nomdut craws nand thet thias mavermant comnletely
denndes ur of homhHardiment, saundrons ryannt “or the remnenta
of n "ormer liewt Aorbhardment squadren fchedyled fop i1 1Y
vhen ita va hemhers arriva, Iyrthermors we nra ahort 7
romnlete comhat crews to man the AR linaeratnre now on fand mnd
short & complete anmhat nrews nacagunr. to a®fant tra mavemant
ahove ordered, ‘“ince it im atranel  norud sle or on o minimum
of 3 .Tup operntional narriera to mid L17 mt so-o-t AN

ime vith the likel'hnod of earicus domapge {t 1= ireontly
reauested that our heavy hwmbardmant etren-~th ha p-eht up
28 snon A8 nossfle to & mininum of 1 hanv: somhardnaent
sroun of L? eirnlnnes rcomnlate with comost, ~rews, rroand
nerconnel and T2 equipmant, TRenlesenents nre ecsential

for the rroun headrunarters, the T/ equinment and the Fround
echelon as there will e practieally no personnel laft in the
l)enartment for the service of heavy units, In addition it
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0L Yaileram, <GHD to XA d{nfo 2 1TPAL.

I8 racuested that 7 nomplete B2i combat arews he ardered
to the Department immedintely to remedv the Aeficianny
ahove ment.ioned, It is understood that the 96th sombard-
ment eroun at "VCTT TTVAT I8 nrenarad for immeldiate move-
mant, If this groun oannot he supnlied it ia8 haelievad the
ureency of the aituation justifies the orennizaticn of n
heavy eroun from aunlified {natructor psrsonnel saasigsned
the Zacond Alr Force,

06 1324 COMINCII to CINCPAC

Cinecpac 042211 and Comgenhawdept 912 dated 5 February ad-
dressed to Chlef of 3Staff Army. It is not intention of
WD to assicn at present time riore than 3 HB grouns to
Pacific area. Replacements in planes and crews to bring
S5 HB groups to strength assigned that area now underway
or setun. See Cominch 031535, Heplacement planes to bring
Sopac to authorized strength and irterchanre of ground’
echelons as between HAWAIY and Sopac should be effected
83 soon as circumstances permlt and by alir to extent prac-

#  tlcable. With reference Emmons 912 what are your final plans.

08 0R03 JLLINCPAS to SIUUPAC info Ll 200

r
desa] e

e o . . Lo B TEY
L NS R L Y WS Gto.

Tokyo Express 19 DU's took routhern routa 1. 7th returned

to FLITL vim ALLEY early 8th, .3D's with fishter ascort
attacked express south REI(VA 1715 L (.11} resorted hits

two ships ghot down 2 of 15 covering zaror alue 1 nore
probabla, Tlme element Indicates nll 19 LA may not have
gone to SASTUS,  Jome nosaibly cmlled U7 ELs. ALl 19 rot
hmele, 20 barres sean nff EUIEIUIICE early Ath, Llornine
atrike denpatohed from CAST!L could not loeate returning
axprass hit MDA instead 0907 L today Ath, Following de-
tallas NATRU Island airfield from merianl Hecoce, Lerir

3500 by 105 feet, 24 AA nosits on Slaat bave, Ponsi-ale sea-
nlane ramn. Dock for 600N ton rhips, 'atives raport through
rcast watcher sound of suha chareine jmtteriar north east
coast, AMIITUM MW ITEIRIDEC, lLast heard 3lat, At 1609 L/7th
betwaan TA-NEY "LITAIY 3 DD'a aescortine § Al's 1ald down
srnoke screons whan nlnane came over, ‘lacqe saw poraj 1le lapd-
ine atrip "CANG Inland off northaast M0 IXILAML,

OR 1115 2.0, SASTUT to TUNTOPAZ dinfo SOMATITTU DAL,

Refar vour 020844, Todnve nroeress of eur nttarcks . hoth the
detached force and the main attank, pive very atronr indiea-
tiona that lmat ? Tokyo Zxpressas have been evacunting part

of Tap forces which have not vet been deatroyed bv our receat
offensives, TExpect to fAoon destroy Japs on this imland and
hefore he can attemnt major effort arainat us, No acocurate
sftimate of numbers of his evacuses availabld, mt believg4 19

evacueas c¢an onlv be comnosed of gnraonnal of higher head-
quarters and the remnanta of a badlv defeated and diesorganized
force,




SECRET February (GCT)
08 2301

Comtaskfor 8 sends reply to Cinopao 072135. AGATIV
Island generslly steep precipitous mountain range dut
with flat area vicinity CAPE SABAK, Mot practicabdle
establish air field there without excesaive sagineering
diffioulties, SHEMYA in SS.ICHIS offers exoellent
poasibilities, It should be our Jumping off spot whem
we go Weat, OSurface generally flat with about 200 foot
contour along northern side gradually slopeing to sea
level on southern comst, Landing beeches 40 pot appear
very good, Japs have made survey and appear to de pre-
paring to build field but no physiocal evidenoe yot, Our
search planes and weather plane make frequent reocon-
neissance smcn%acm AGA! u,
10 0650 ¥ebrua ed couplete deles P o8 GUADAL-
CANAL, Main body attacking BIUR troog Joined foroes
with enveloping detachment just east ZSPERANCE oapturing

or killing resisting Nips. Isolated csses resistance be~

ing mopped up, 9 Dauntless with big VP escort hit MUNDA
1730 L ?-11) 9th starting large fire target area, 15

minutes later 2 Marauders 9 fighters reided YILA, P=30's
strafed sank barge off HOOPER RUSSELLS 9th, 2 trane-

ports 1 DD arrived BUKA from south noon 9th socoord
watcher, 1 DD 1 AP 1 small AK departed northwest 1713 L

same day, Catalina harassed night 9th-10th. CACYIUS

search plane shot down twin motored medium bomber over
north CHOISEUL today 10th.

11 0547 COMSOPAC t9 CINCPAC, A)) TFC's SOPAQ sto,

CACTUS search planes tenth counted 25 vessels FWIN TONOLEI

including 2 possible CV's or ACV's & AD's 17 DD's. OfFr

3ALLALE was big AK, At 1810L (-11) 10th 3& planes raided

MUNDA dropping 18,700 pounds of bombs agross strip,

Pilots saw nip redio station KULA GULF 5 miles north VILA
field which anpeared further oleared, Phot interpretation

reveals rollowing. BALLAL® north side taxiway oomplete
7 flghters 3 bombers on field date 7ta. VILA 66 AA guns
8n increase of 30 over January 2nd cuverage date 7th.
MUNDA 10 servioceable 6%‘“" on ground both ende strip
damaged date 8th, BLUR Sub with detector re>orts noting
radar shortland. Doouments material sslvaged (Projebly
by WABJOER) from TOA MARU hit by air VELLA GULY first.

Ship sand 4th off GIZO., GATO senk osrgo ship BOUGAIRVILIE
STRAIT January 29th. SOWBSPAC glano unsuocessfully attaok-

ed enemy sub Southwest SHO 1425 L(-11) /10, Su®

Eorpedoeﬁ liberty ship 1924 GCT 9th 160 miles Rast by South

1420 i
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11 1340 VOPMAV to CINICPAC Info COMSCPAC

“his lg part 1 1338 111345 in 2 “arts. My G31€3C to Ctrepac
and hig reply 0502505, As air travel ~ot ava'latle for ree
presentatlives of FEW Investigating censumer socds require-
ments they will travel by surfrce vessel, It 's :ow nro-
noged that 2 senlor BEN representatives aroceed 'y a'r to
HOULYLU for consultation with Circpac and tience 'y air tn
IOUNEA for consgultation with Comsopac, 1 of these reqpre-
sertatives to then remain directly In ¢~ tuct wit) Ai-='ra]l
linlsey or in centact with Colonel Westtrcok f deslred ty
alsey or purncse of cn-sultati~n ard advige ~n Interir
onerations cf the Joint purchasin. teard coverin: extlolte-~
tlen of ford resources and co' sumer ro~ds nroblem, He would
8lao commence setting :p the BEY orren'zation wh'ch is
eventualiy to take over these furctions,

11 1345 YOCNAV to CTICPAT Info CCHM3OFAC

This 1s nart 2 £S5 111345. It %3 unde=«tn-d thet sfter
taking over these functlions the senior Y re-resentative
will continue as a member ~f Comsc—ac's staf” direrctly

under hls orders. After clearings renersl nrop-suls Yoth
Yimlsey and Uinitz the other senlor B reoresentative wil?
return to NASHINGTN te direct thls sretect Ceor PIT Neve,
Uréer this »revosal no at*e-~t will he rade o subp’t nne
cormlete plan In YASUTNIT ' for a ~revn® bur rather senur-
ate un'ts of the »lan when read: for coerati- would re jent
to WASI'INGTC tocether with com-ents from lialsey and i-itr
for anproval from tirme to tine. This nrovosal conternlaten
that at Yeast 2 of nresent field rissl-n rill re-—ain in
fleld to assist senlor representutive which wil: AavVe neces-
alty for alr transportat!or now for t elr ex ected return

to WASHINATCY .  Hequest your comrent.,

11 1903 CTF 8§ to CoMILCH, CINCPAC, COMNESTSEAFLCY , ete,

CRONBAR repert., GUen, Jones renorts excel.ent proeress figshter
strip, estirutes 7 more workine days to make !t usatle. Alr
base orranization nrepares and reacdy, Jtrength FORMTLA now
two hundred officers, 4800 men. Another Seabee btattalion
landed but construction equp.ient will nct arrive untii 23
February, Navy shore radlo static installed and working

56 hours after start., 17 additlional 20 ¥ now set D MAen-

ned by Army., 15 more soon, also to be Army manned, ‘'n-
loading stll) serious problem but clearins craiually.

12 D630 CCMIORFACFOR to CINCPAC, ChnTICH, CTKXUR!ESTSPAFRiﬁ. etc.

Informatlon conce'ning day's opera-irns 11th Fehruary from
Comnorpacfor. Searches limited due to weather as follows.
Cver Yeatern ALEUTIANS from LONGVIEY eovered 60 ner cent,

southern sectors from same place BC e cent, 11 cn-sfaifi
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2 Q€30

12 1020

12 1315

12 2200

RN

(Cror ttrred)

antl sub nlane over AMCHITYA twut all mttack nisiions were
carncelled due to weather, 'o renert on XI'SFA., ‘o enemy alr
attack, Low subtlect, Dlotes LISKA or 10 Fat, 'nd'cate *won
nldeet subs ~ff aub base s rfaced ant vinder way., A'sc uros
tnbly twe others ssme type mooreid! tepether not unde'way,

CQTOPAC %o CINGPAC info COMSRERORUAC, COMDRSAC, COMMAIRVAC etg.

N ri—

Your 102355, €tronglv urge ENTERPRICR and destroysrs >a not
withdrawn for overhaul at this tina, The operation and mater-
ial oondition these shisa Ronerallv satisfaotory and the:. are
affiolent rishtine units, Llater when and {" new oonatiuction
brinra foroes to desired suneriorit- balieved suitao.e time
for overhaul, SARATOCA will be held in »~ort during forth-
ooming overations mainl- beoause there ere now to rfew destroy-

ers in OPAC to soreen 'er at sea and carrv out other requjred
deatroyer tasks.

COMINCH %o CINCPAC, OPNAY, FIDOCLS

If dredging racilities ere avallable in HA¥AIIAN area I think
it would be well to use thenm to extend and deepen anchorage
area at 3ALSA not only to prepare .ur oasing more and larger
8hins for likely operations to westward out to mrke use of
8poll to increase land area for defensive purposes, Corment.

COMINCII to CINCPAC

Army advises following resources a -e avajladle to Army Air
Forces for night fighter operations in Pacific Theaters:

3 trained orews *n Hawaii 14 pilots, 13 radio observers (1),
L GCI controllers and 1> radio meohanica (I) tratned in
operation of P-70 airoraft and enulnment who left A;?§ Alr-
Forces school of anplied taotics on 5 Pehruar  and w

epart nresentlyv ror Hawaii b~ ship, Investigate status
P=70 airoraft now in Hawaii with view toward nreoctioadility
deanatoh 4 P70 & complete with orews und 2 001
controllers to each of "outh and Touthwest Pacifio areas on

arrival ahove mentionesd nerssnnel and movile radar equisment
advise nromntly,
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17 0205 CTF 8 to CINCPAC, COMINCH, COMNOYESEANRON COMWEERAYRON
w

300 feet fighter strip FORMULA without mat now usesabdle.

At 2140 GCT 1st fighter (P-40) landed and 7 nore snroute,
Laying of mat will proceed with rield in use, Estimated
comnletion 20th at which time full snuadron of 2k P=408
will be meeigned, Plan maintein daily P-38 coversge from
LONGYIRYW using FORMULA P-40s for morning and evening patrol
only until field fully ready,

16 2302 CTP R to CINCPAC, ;

In order nrovide emergency airfields to reduce operation
lossea Comtaskforce 8 renuested surveys varinus ALEUTIAN
Islands., Results 2 sights offer relatively simple osn-
struction problems, 1 on OGLIUGA Island and another on
“AMALGA Island, OGLIUGA is aporoximately half way between
LONGVIFW and PORMUTA, SAMALGA off Touthwestern end UMNAK,
Army (Comalsect) proceeding with assembling equipment in-
cluding mat for OGLIUGA, Work to be undertaken by "EAREES
¥ill be started QDFD PAEM" estimated time of oompletion )

waeks., Army will prooeed with construction of SAMALGA Islend
as soon as other oommittments permit,

18 0102 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC,

Plan Sopac reorganization Task Forces after CLEANSLATE o
eration. Involves moving force now basing NANDI to HAVA)
Harbor EFATE leaving NANDI as training area until arrival
further forces requires use as a Foroe Base. Request approval,

19 0526 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC, Info HZNB, COMSOWRSPAC,

Jap torpedo attack on transport group 2000 GCT 17th was
oomplete failure, AP's and screen destroyed at least §
attacking nlanes, No damage casualties I{U'B ships, Morn-
ing search over BUIN-TONOLEI 18th reported 8 AK's aflost

in area 2 sunken vessels, PM regoe saw 1 unident ofr FAURD
7 AK's off Southeast BOUGAINVILLE shoreline 2 AX's underwea
midway between RALLALE TONNLEI end 8 probable DD's in SHORT-
LAND Harjor, 10 dive bombers escorted by Lk fishters oomn-
duoted VILA atrike 1740 GCT 18th,
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22 0016

19 2150

Cri:SQ AC to CCMSCNESPAS Info COMINCH, C'NCIAC.

— -t

Cominch 141741, Believe survey of RVUSSFILS and other
localitles to tre northwest of CACTUS ghould follow close
after occunation by our forces, Surver of TULAGI {n pro-
rress and highly essential, Addlitional s:rveys ut FUTTON
and EFATE are desirable. In reply to Comaowestpac 170620
extensive use of LOUISIADES by large surface forces does
not apve&r probable thoush a brief survey including erec-
tion of sufficient navization aids to render JONARD Pass
easlly navipable and to provide temnorarvy steltered ar-

chorage in CHEPOYNE Lagoon for large farces 1s ccensidered
desirable.

COMSOPAC to CI!ICPAC Info COMINCH, CINCLAYNT,

Prompt despatch new combatant vessels to Sopac contlinues
to be necessity. Hequest intensifying wun ery treinins
while enroute, major effort to be directed toward per-
fection witr radar controlled surface and A/a sunfire,
Consider trained combat onerations center imperative,
Especlally require competent radar unkeep and operational
personnel be on board each unit prlor denarture,

CINCPAC 10 COK 12

For Admiral KNimitz, NIDYAY dredei:ec study by Com 14 Just
completed reveals followine, 30 fort denth and anchorave
area to accommodate 4 CA, 5 33, 2 AS and 1 ARI type dock
plus widenings oresent channel to 40 feet can te accorm-
plished by Harch lst 1944 under these cendit’r- 1., Pree-
parator: work start irrediastely, Dredyin. nrolects at
HALEOIL and runway Baker at KELiI Lacoon be delayed
neltiier of which considered serious, Armyv aas=!vn dredge
SACREMERTC to wiiich it 13 arreeable on Cincpac reouest,
haslgnment of HOPPER dredre from weat ccaat w: ich Aenmy

13 requesting anyway for their projects and igf 3 Hecated
now can be made avallable to us bty Saptember.” Datfe. of

vl Dec. 1943 can be met If in additlion to fere, cing cona-
ditiens privately owned dredre McMullen now workine in
SAY FRAUCISCO Bay 1is assigned, Increasins dredced depth

in anchorage area to 35 feet cons!dered clearly ‘rpractice
able frem time standpoint,

COMINCH to US FLEET

This Part One of three of my 192200/2. Para one. Ef-
fective noon GCT March 15th U,S. Fleet will comprise
nurbered fleets with Task Force Organization emforming.
to followlrg allocatlions of Task Foroe numbers. A. U.S.
Fleet 00 to 09 and ninth fleet 90 to 99. B, Pacifie
(first) rleet 10 to 19, third feet now Sopac for 30 to

SHEEN

1424



2Ll

SECRET
February (GCT)

19 2150 (Continued)

99 and fifth fleet 50 to 59 for asslrnment bty Cincnac

a3 desired for forces operating in Central and horth Pac!-
fle.

19 2155 This 1s part 2 of 3 of Cominch 1924200/2, C, Atle tic
(secn~d) fleet 20 to 29, fourth flect now Solantfor 4¢
to 49 and slxth fleet €0 to C9 for asslsnment by Clnclant
&s desired for forces ooerating in Central and Lorth
Atlantic, D, 3eventh fleet now Sowesnacfor 7C to 79,
E, Elght fleet now Northwest Africa force. O to 39.
Para 2. U.3. Fleet tasf forces are: A, 0C,01 for as-
slgnment by Cominch., 5., 02 Eastern Seafrontler. C.
03 Gnlfseafrontier. L. 04 Caribbeanseafrontier, K.
05 Panermseafrontler, F., ¢ Nesternaeafrontier,

19 2200/2 This 1s Part 3 and flnal of Comineh 19240 /2.
G. O7 Northwest Sea Frontier, H, 02, 09 blank. Para
3., 9th fleet task forces.are: A, %0, 91 blark,
B. 92 forces in European waters, (. 93 Southeast
Pacific force, D. 94 Naval transportation service.
E. 95 to 99 for assignment by Cominch. Para 4. Lach
fleet commander shall allocate at least 1 task force
number to the equivalent of guote miscellaneous force
unquote. For assignment of task force numters to smal"
“rouns onerating directly under fleet commander.

23 0541 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALL TF COMBOPAC, COMTOWESPAC, NZNB.

Photos AM 22nd show 60 fighters 5 bombers FAHILI, § fighters
BALLALE, 17 fighters 5 bombers BUKA, 21 float zeros 2
flying boats KULITANI Bay area, lLiberstors harassed MUNDA
VILA small hours 22nd, PB,Y's repeated task this morning
{23rd) on slightly larger scale. Natives report 57 nippers
7 pro Jap natives effected BAMBATAPA landing 20th. Pro-
bably hunting watcher. CACTUS search plane scored depth
charge hits on barge full of Japs SAMBI HEAD CHOISEUL after-
noon 22nd, ldghtninge Cobras and Corsairs oonduoted fighter
sweep to REKATA late afternoon yosterday thoroughly strafed
Area saw no enemy planes there. 1 man killed 5 wounded when
lone Nip nuisance dumped 7 bombs on fighter one at CACTUS
night before last. 5 killed HALAVO boabing but material
damage 1ight. Morning search saw 12 AK's 3} DD's BUIN SHORT-
LAND 22nd. Patrolling Avenger depth charged possible esud
off LUNGA Point 1740 L (-11) 21 got oil slioks. Cst from
WTTON reports probabdble serious damage inflioted on enemy
sub 300 milees Northeast CACTU® forenoon today, DF placed
another submerine eastern sntrance COOK STRAIT 0015 M (-12)

toda)'.
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23 0715 COMMORF

23 0723

eather generally . [T} BIAK, Western
Sectors from wmvgu aversged 358, Contects negat.
Southern sectors from seme place coversed 65%, Negat ocon-
tacts. Weather plane departed LONGVIEW at 1055 W (/ 10)
unable observe KISKA due weather and returned to 1ONOVINN,
Bomber group underway at 1225 W (£ 10) for ettack on KISKA
Teturned to base no attack due weather, New subject,
Report from MoMorris states only en opposition during
bombardment AUTTU was AA fire HOLTZ BAY L to 6 guns no
larger than 3 inoch observed, 2 Jap float planes which had

been tracking did not interfere with our spotting planss.,
Little aotivity observed,

P!ﬁ 2 gﬁ %&n. No personnel seen. Some damage probably
nfliote N0 large rires started., New cu),l:ot. Pre-
liminary report sinking Jap ammunition ship. reget
brought into moonlight requiring mo illumination. lllg
endeavored fake reply to challenge, COUGHLAN, GILLR®PIE,
INDIANAPOLIS all engaged at average renge 8000 yards, Close
aporoach prior sinking prevented by explosions, HNo sur-
vivors after searoh by COUGHLAN, Life Jacket indicates
probable Army transport. Jap appeared to be 0ld coal
burner four or rfive thousand tons., New subjeot, TField at
FORMULA now 3600 feet long. Surface €ood sand. Taxiways
and parking areas now under construction. Fighters now
on FORMULA will make daily sweep of KISKA as weather
mits, Airfield construotion party OGLIUGA now unloading.

25 2240 JAV A

February 28 during riot at Japanese prisoner camp 1t
beoame necessary for guards to fire on priecners. Dead
42. Vounded 70. All sallors, soldiers, sirmen. Court
of Inquiry 1 March will send detaile then.
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27 0540 QOMSOPAQ Yo CINCPAS, Info ALL TF COMS SOPAC, eto,

18 Dauntless dive bombers esoorted by Wildoats gave

MUNDA the usual going over at 1240 L (-11) 26th, 1 Jep
lane was destrond on ground, bombs fell near others,

large many small fires uu-‘cd apd AA silenced both

ends runway, GATO returning from patrol in S0LONMCHNS

area reports sinking 3 ocargo ships, 1 transport., All

big ones. Also dmmaged possible oruiser with 2 torpedo

hits. GSeme subtmarine rts persistent indication

eneny radar on beach at ONTONG JAVA, May have been radar
equipped petrol planss. 032U depth ocharged possidle sud off

ESPERANCE PM 26th. Oot oil bubbles but subsequent air améd

surface search negative., BUIN FAISI shipping relatively
light 26th,

27 0537 COMAI AC C HC OPNAV

With our shore based air foroe now nttaokinf ia S0LOMONS
at extreme range of longest range frighters in face of
extremely heavy and aocurate AA and preponderantly

superior enemy fighter strength over their bases, it is
essential that variable time delay bomds up to 160 hours

be prooured immediately in ordsr to temporarily immobdilise
eneny landing fields and thus gmu our strikes to be made
with some mepassure of equality in righter strenmgth. See
Comairsopac 140139 and BuOrd 182012 Deoember. Situation
warrants immediate proourement and direot shipment from
ENGLAND if not available U.S. Urge oonsideration devslop-~
ment acoustic and magnetio detonated domds for use inter-
spersed with time delay bomba this purpose, Advise
Teaslbility adapting MK 32 AA fuse to bombs for use as
daisy outtsrs ageinst AA,

27 1220 COMINCH to CINCPAC

Your 142337. Joint Chiefs of Staff direct you to send
night fighter unit of 6 P-70 airplanes with appropriate
personnel and asscolated equipment to southwest Pagific
theater at sarliest praoticable date regardless of resulte
ant weakening of night fighter strength in HAWAII,

28 0827

Night of 27-28 landed at CLEANSIATE 440 officers and men
of 43rd Division and Acorn 3 with 1100 toms of supplies
and equipment. Tonight plan to land 850 officers and men
and 750 tons supplies and equipment at TEMARD and WERNEAN,
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28 0040 COMSOPAC to GTP 18, OTF 60, CTU 66,),9, EDWARDS, FPRAZINR, ete.

28 0550

Task Porce 68 operate generally along the KS line on Mareh

lat. Along the SQ line on the 2nd., Leas CAs fuel from

NEOSHO (AO48) at fueling rendesvous commencing 2000 OCT

March 2nd lat 13=30 south, Long 164 eaat. Orders in separate
dispatoh for new Task Porce 68 Rear Admiral Merrill in
MONTPELIER, CLEVELAND, DENVER, WALLER, CONWAY, CONY, FLETCHER,
OBANNON, NICHOLAS, RADFORD. REDWARDS, PRAZIER depart HAVAN-

NAH 2000 GCT March lst proceed to make above fueling rendes-
vous report to Comtaskfor 18 Rear Admiral Ciffen in WICHITA,
LOVISVILLE, EDWARDS, FRAZIER proceed to arrive HAVANKAR :
during dasylight March 4th sssuming 12 hour regqdiness status ‘
on arrival. Task Unit 66.1.9 depart BUTTOMN during day-

light Maroh 2nd make above fueling rendezvous. Puel new

Task Force 68 on completion returning to BUTTON to arrive

during daylight March 4th,

COMSOPAC CT¥ COMAIRSOPAC, I COMINC

Comsopac Oﬁmtlon Plan 6-43. Jap aviation facilities in

MUNDA -~ VILA STANMORE area have besn reenforced. PT boats
reported present. Additional information bdeing forwerded

to Comairsopac for distrihution to arrive ESPIRITU SANTO

March 2nd, Generasl task this force will bombard and bomd

enemy installations at MUNDA-VILA STANMORE in order to re-

duce thelir effectiveness, Task Force 68 Rear Admiral Mer-

rill VILA detachment MONTPELIER, CLEVELAND, DENVER, WALLER,
CONWAY, CONY, MUNDA Detechment FLETCHER ORANNON NICHOLAS

RADFORD after completion fueling at sea March 3rd proceed

to arrive EFPIRITU SANTO after daylight Marech 4Ath., Detaoh-
ments depart ESPIRITU SANTO afternoon the 4Lth nroceed via

east and north of SAN CRITTOIAL towards RUSNELLS, After

dark the 5th leave viginity RUSSELLS, NMUNDA Detachment

prooceed to dombard MUNDA, VILA Detachment proceed to bombard
VIIA STANMORE area, bombardments to start at 1430 GCT the ,
5th and to last not more than one hour. Destroy any enemy !
oraft encountered. On retirement generall- retrece routes :
to rendezvous ofr PORT PURVIS, Upon rendezvous report to
me. Thence to Point K via SUGAR for fueling. Task Foree

63 Vice Admiral Fitoh shorebased airorart GUADALCANAL area
provide air coverage for Task Force 68 from daylight Mareh
4Ath until withdrewal to Point S March 6th, Provide Blaok
Cats to assit bombardment arranging liaison as necessary

at ESPIRITU SANTO Maroh 4th, Make dawn strike Maroh 6th oa
MURDA. Task Foroe A2 Oaptain Fife station two sutmarines
off Western approaches to BLACKETT STRAIT aftermoca Maroh
5th to remain generally on station until afternoon March

6th to sink Jup shipping seeking to escape. Paregraph.
XRAY reference points as in tion Plan 3. O
ticas fuel oruisers, ERSKINE, at » E3P
SANTO, HA at Point K in A0 to be ordered. Comsunics-
tions as in my tion Plan 5-43, This Op Plan 643 of-
feotive on receipt, Comsopac at NOUMREA, 1428
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27 0628

28 0555

CTF 6] to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH, CINCPAC, ALL CTP SOPAC.

Summary of CLEANSLATE operation. Have landed et CLEAN-
SLATE to date 8770 officers and meh 6217 tons material
representing supply levels from today as follows. Avgas
for torpedo boats 10 days. Wnite gas 20 days. Mogss 25
days. Diesel 14 days. Rations 28 days. Ammunition
infantry and artillery 5 units. Antiairoreft 7 units.
Other supplies 25 days. Para. Estimate that in one more
week can land all remining peraonnel of 43rd Division

less 172nd combat team, Acorn 3 and 35th Conatruction
Battalion except personnel required to handle supplies

at KOLI. Para. On conclusion of major personnel move-
ment plan to retain Comdesdiv 24, WILSON, MAURY, MCCALL,
Mine Oroup less SOUTHARD and HOVEY, and Transdiv 12 and
release remaining destroyers and DM3. Para, Uunzin?
LCT's flat top and PAB barges with occasional night tripa
by cargo ship eastimate 4 weeks required to complete move-
ment all material including 1500 bundles Marston Mat and
bulld up supply level of 60 days and 10 units of fire,
Para. Reguest as soon as practicable after arrival all
LCTs and LSTa in South Pacific be sent to KOLI POINT
report to CTF 81 for this operation. Para. Above estimate
includes remainder of one defense battalion whioch will be
required prior to completion airfield. In view Comsopac
192255 and Comgen lst Maramphfor 250512 information is
requeated as to units which will be assigned for augmenting
anti-aircraft defenses of CLEANSLATE and probable time of
avallability for movement, Para. Estimate does not include
movement of Marine Aircraft Group understood in prospect

for CLEANSLATE. Para. Apparently enemy still unaware our
occupation.

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALL TF COMS SOPAC, COMSOWESPAC.

15 3BDs with Wildcat escort unable find burning ship off
VELLA after daylight 28th bombed VIIA instead. Vessel
wrecked by BLUE strike previous afternoon and probcbl&
sank during night. Report of Avenger strike against BUIN
shipping predawn 28th indicated 1 large AK destroyed by
bomb hits. 1 plane on XAHILI field blew up from bomb hit,
Huge blaze atarted east that droms by return engagement TZP
strike early first. Planés unable locate shipping because
of haze bombed BALLALE. 1 plane dropped load on coast near
KAHILI., Navy Liberators supported Avenger mission 28th
with Army Liberators doing ssme today, Bombers dropped
flares 1lluminate ohippm TEFs also sprinkle fregmen-
tation cluaters KAHILI « Both TBF-Liberator strikes
were preceded by single plans weather flights to BUIX with
Hudsons returning via NUNDA to harass. Katives “lm Japs
moving mechani equipment BUEA to NUMA NUMA or and
additional troops arriving BUEA., Datch 75 millimeter
projeotile found at CA had 1dentical insoription as new
t land nine pnﬂ.guly reported. Indicates mine wes
Dutoh manufacture. ag subs may be using searchlights t
attract mershipping. signal has warned shipmaste



SECRET

F1XK

February (GCT)

03 2053

Q3 1535

04 2000

05 2125

COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMAMPEFORPAC

Treat with super secrecy. Comamphorpsc 022000 best estti-
rate first AGC ready east coast 20 July assigned at later
ate. PFurthor instructions re repeat re operation COT-
TAGE will be 1ssued in early future,

COMINCH to CINCPAC Infor COMSOPAC, COMGINNHAYLEPT

Handle with utmost secrecy. Chief of Staff U.S, Arey
advises action being taken expedite to South Pacific
heavy bombers as follows: Aa of two February 4 arrived
in theater, 2 departed HAWAIL for theater, 3 in HAWAIZ
and one Hamilten Fleld, 3 being prepared and ready de-
parture any moment, 15 moving from SAIINA today to de-
rart from U.3, about 7 February - total 27, Additienal
7 belng processed for departure so-n as nossible. le
suggests and I concur that subject your decislon most
practicable method reeinforce South Pacific at once !s
to despatch TIHHPNE from heavy group stat! ned HAWATI
planes and tralned crews and replace with planes and
crews due HAWAII enroute wouth facif'c as indicated above.
lie further advises every effort being made to send south
Pacific 30 medium bormbers with crews ard articinates
they will depart U.S5. by 16 February., Yeur 02°107.

’ass to Cormanding General Hawa!'an,Denartment,

SOHITST to STICPAS Info ZTF /. 7V 2. ate, etn,

This is most secret, Toint hiefs of .itefr desire thet
nlanning and trainine apd other nrepnrutions for oparation
apainst CDIE he modiried in mccordance with raduced ship-
pine stated helow end that revised eatimate of ’orces re-
quired for COTTAGE be submittaed after situntion resulting
from and offensivaes hased on FLRRT'LA 18 apnarent, .mra,
Other nrojected operastions necessitate withdrawal from
amnhibious force, Pacific Fleet, All A'A and all ... ex-
capt 3 APA pars, 1 demeged plus 1 new nonstruntion In
Anril, Para, stimete 12 LCI and 8 10T will rerort to
Amphislous Force, Iacific rleet by 1 April and & L7 later,
Joint Chlefs of S5taff snd 20& army have by hund,

SCLINCH to CTMODAC, GINSLANT, Info Ju ... ivl...2. 30 .0 . ) 40

UL AR I S 1Y

et~

This is "1Com most secret. Jincpme tranufesr to Lanttlt to
arrive MEIRCURY not later than 1 March 5 uw.. mne 5 .i.4. Tne
clude DICKMAN, BIDDLZ, JEFFERGON, plus » onther A°A now in

Wast Coast area, AKA CIERCN, ARCTUNUS, 3.1 .0 1Y, A;7-Lizn

ALSYCI™,  In eddition direct CHAXLI' TANKCL renort inelent

T =

. r
-y

for duty upon completion repulrs anhout 1 ¥areh, end as es-
cort any new destroyers assiczned Lantfleet which enn he made

ready reduction shakedown period authnrized,
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07 2356 XLCLPAD to JINMIDAT

This 13 moat secret, Ares Yrannh Poraay have fever
formnlly nlaned themaelvas nder my mf P eare narmer A
althourch nrofesalne nonrerutton, Tonal Yper o | litary
Corvnnnder hag Informad AMer!en Tolend lor men s fopat

he 2onsiders himael?® undopr latter®a 1l l{tapy aomeend far
dafanans of Teland,  Sinoaas 0291 5, Caye ne {57 peeticn

that local Franch military rommnnca= “na hper inoamead
hv hia provernment mas ner refarannae,

07 0506 COMFOPAC to COMAIRCIPAC, CGENBOPAC, COMAMPHIBFOR, etg.

Handle as most seoret. Task force 62 occoupy RUST
Islands for the purpose of a strengthening defense of
CACTUS of A: Strengthening defense of CAC « B: Deny-
ing area to enemy. C: Establishing staging point for
landing oraft preliminary to further forwerd movement.
D: Establishing advanced motor torpedo joat baee,

E: Conduoting survey for landing rield and radar eite,
Code neme this operation and L Islande CLEANSIATE,
CTF 62 submit recommendations for naval support. Come
fensopac designate Commander landing foroe and make
avallable two infantry regimental oombat teams with
future availability remainder of one division.

lst AmphCorps make available one raider battalion and
one third defense dattalion. Comnavhases Sopac
designate Commander Naval Base CLEZANTLATE and make
available one ACORN, Comstruotion Units, necessary
elements of CUB and personnel for naval jase., Sub-
sequent to ocoupation Comtaskfor 62 establish boat
pool at Navbase CLEANTIATE, Comtaskfor 63 furnish

air support, direct aualified personnel for airfield
reconnaissance party report Comtaskfor 62. Upon
completion of ocoupation and when direoted by Comsopac
command responsibility for defense and logistic nupoori
CLEANSLATE passes to Comgen CACTUS, At seame time Com-
navbase CLEANSLATE passes to ocommand of Comnavbase
CACTU?, Raider Battalion will be withdrewn sunsequently
upon order of Comsopac, In the interest of security
addressees will keep orders ané despatches preliminary
to this operation to minimwm with mininum Adistridbutioa.
Operation will be initiated earliest practiocable Dog
day to be announced by Comsopac,
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09 2355 COMSOPAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC

Following received from MaoArthur. Quote, Informatioa
here seems to indiocate that emergency anticipated by you
in your previous despatohes has falled to materislise.
MacArthur to Comsopac 0904LLO. My own operations envisege
the maximum use of my air foroes. I am in oomplete
ignorance of what you contemplate, Before oonoldorll’
the dislooation of my plans and the diversion of my air
forne to your operations it 1s necessary that I have same
knowledre of your intentions. Moreover effective support
oan only be given if suffiolent information is availabdle
to me to permit of coordinstion. Unguote. Wiikinson
prooeeding BRISTANE first air for conference, Most
georet,

09 2200 COMINCH to CINCPAC.

This is super seoret, Yor Adnirals Nimite and Malsey
only. Para 1, MacArthur states that he is n»t in a
nogltion to ocontinue offensive motion in the solomons area
at this time. Pare 2. Dealre your oo ment on operation
to selze ocoupy and hold ELLICE and GILERT ISl .
Para 3, The objects of this operation would he to (1)
make secure the line of cormunications from PEALL to
WHITE POPPY (2) Divert Japanese war and shipping away
from the SOLOMONS in preperation for (3) A continusnce
of the SOLOMONS cempalgn. Pare &, Infiltration and
other offenaive operations direoted against IUSIELL
Islande and NEW GEORGIA wouid continue to je carried
out. Chief of Starff Army has,

11 0421 COMSOPAC to COMINCIH jinfo CINCPAC,

This 1a most secret. Rapid oonsolidation JAP positions

in NEX GFORGIA emphasize need for earlieat attaok and _
Beizure, He is likewise in RUSTZL'" in surficient strength .
to require immediate oocupetion which I sm underteking g
ahout 21 Fehruary., Overatione in OILPBERT and ELLICE

your 092200 would divert considerable forces and involva
costlv delay in SOLOMON®, Susnrort of strons sarrisona
renquired to hold islands in CTLIERT RELLICE area would
constitute lorintio nnd escort drain. Reocomend continue
with all noselible nressure here,
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11 2230 COMSOPAC to ALL TF CoMS SOPAC, COMCRUDIV )2, iafo COMINCH, etg

This is most seoret. Commence Comsopao retion Plaa
5-43, Jap foroes previously in RU Islands now re-
ported as evacuating. General task this foroe will

°°3-‘1'8’ RUSSEL Islands in order to strengthen defense of
CACTUS and to estabdlish staging point for further forward
movement, TF 61 Rear Mnirnln%umr with foroes made
availasle to CTF 62 my 070506 Feb ooonpgomslm. Islands

on Dog day, TF 63 Vice Admirel Fitch shore bdased airoraft
BUTTON - CACTUS as reenforced strike Jap shipping repsatedly
in BUIN area commencing Feb. 13th (coordinating strikes
with those requested of Comsowespac ror same period) sup-
port TF 61 as in Annex A which follows shortly in uﬁnuto
diapatoh, TF 68 Captain Merrill, Crudiv 12, PLETCHE .
OBANNON, NICHOLAS, RADFORD arrive PI'IMONEY at 6 hours

L (-11) on Dog day, provide sipport for TP 61 subject to
call CTF 61, TP 14 Rear Admirsl Sherman TF 18 Rear Admirel
Girfen WICHITA, LOTISVILLE SITYANEER, S8ANGAMON, CHXNANGO
CONJAY, WALLER, FRAZIER, MEADE, TDWARDS, TF 6 Resr Admiral
Lee 3atdiv 6 AULICK, DUNLAP, PANNING, JALCH, CUMMINGS

TF 67 Rear Admiral Ainsworth Crudiy 9 CHEVALIER, s'raoia.
JENKINS, TAYLOR, TF 69 Vice Admiral Leary MEw MEXICO,
MARYLAND, COLORADO, WOOIWORTH, MoCALLA, LANG be prepared
to depart basez as direoted by despatoh to arrive on Dog
day in suggorting m of TF 6] against major Jap
foroes, is is Part 1 of 2 parte my 112230,

11 2234 This is 2nd part of Comsopac 112230. Most secret. Pare-
graph Xray oode name this operation and RUSSELL Islends
CLEANSLATE, Dog day is L time, commences at midnight and
is day when 1lst major troop landing is made. It will dDe
set by originator by despatch and is expected to dbe about
Feb 21st. Reference points as in my 031022 end 070612
Peb, logistios fuel in heavy ships, transports, TALLULAH
and ERSKIKE, PHELPS in RINGROLT ares, ollers at sea as
ordered, w'i'mn HAVANNAH NOUMEA, Communiocation accordance
Pac 70, Gonsoro, TF and detached T0 and unit comaanders
frequenoy and in eddition guard 4295 series as command
frequency to be used for no other purposes than in con-
neotion with this operation. Information and operetional
dispatohes will be paralleled NPX FOX and Sopac LOTES

broadcast. This Operation Plan 5-4) effective 4pon re-
oeipt, Comsopac at MOUMEA,
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10 2239 C

CPAC COMINCH COMBOPAC

Coinoidence intensified Jap sotivity against BUTTON and
CACTUS during pressnoe Secnav party there Comsopao oon-
ocerned over poesiole rromoo enemy agents NEW CALRDON1A,
Hnlaem eriencing diffioculty in obtaining oocoperatioa
from ALEDONIA militery officers. Para, Halsey in-
forms me Commander French foroes has never formally
Pleced himself under him as my representative as required
by 2‘“ 8 of Secnav Seoret Serial pren sail cast prea

A 16-3 Pren 28 Pren of April 20, 1942, although such
aotion implied in ¥our 161445 July, fhoouund rfollowing
solution, Able: You take steps to insure Prench Com-
mander oongly with paragraph 8 noted ajove., B: When
this done 1 will delegate to Halsey my authority oon-
tained in para 5 same letter in hie ocommand theatre.
Para, With this authority I bvelieve Halsey will have
suffioient vower to cope with any supply or seocurity
problems arising.

11 2237 CINCPAC %o COMINCH, COMSOPAC,

For Admirals King and Halsey only. Conour Halsey's
110421, If situstion permitted consider offensive de-
signed to oapture and hold TARAWA, MAKIN, NAURU snd
OCEAN would be most desirable in that it would make '
opening in outer perimeter of defense line now being
set up by Japs, would furnish additional proteotion to
HAWAII SAMOA line and would tend to oontain enemy fleet
and minimize possible raids on our trade routes and
outlying island positions. Surprise capture of any or
all of these positions would however oring vigorous at-
tempts by enemy to reocapture them with strong fleet and
shore based air support, Jepanese have numerous well
equipped naval and air bases in MARSHALLS from whioh to
operate with shortest distance MILI to MAKIN 200 miles.
Our nearest anchorege with single lending strip is FEI-
LOCK 700 miles from TARAWA, Until present balance has
been upset by further destruotion of enemy's naval and
air foroes and by growth of our own believe our experience
in oapture of OUKMJ:ANAL indicates operations proposed
your 092200 not now advisable,
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12 1918

12 2028

13 1250

COMAKPHIFORPAGC to CINCPAC, CTF 8,

This 1s most secret., ComGen WegtDefCom 111728 paraphrased
and passed for info: "Wer Department advises Army will

not he able furnish three dive bomber squadrons duty BRONZE
since the only two tactical dive bomber groups at present
in US~are committed to high priority theatre”. Wy 082116,

COMINCH to CIMCPAC, COMSOPAC,

Treat this with utmost secrecy. Admiral Dargenlieuw in his
letter to General Patch dated March 12, 1942 agreed that

the superior command of asllied troons French, Australian,
American be exercised by General Patch and handed over the
command of the troops based in WHEW CALEDONIA and its denend-
encies, Command of the troons to continue to be exercised
bv Lieutenant Colonel DeConchard or his successor, General
Patch accepted the superior command in his letter to Admirasl
Dargenlieu of the same date., Para, Halsey negotiate with
commander French forces WOUMEA to the end that he nlace
himself in fact under Halsey accordance agreement and sol-
ution Cincwna¢ 102239 results to be gatisfactory to Halsey.
Para. fhould ilalsey be unable to comvlete a satisfactory
negotiation and determine that local security ig therebdby
not adeouate he is authorized to create a military district
within the 1limits of which there will be Americen military
control announcing that he does not consider the French
authorities to be in effective control of the area, This
authorization has not been cormmunicated to the British or
other forelgn authorities.

COMINCH to CINCPAC info COMSOPAC, -

Ultra High Command for Nimitz and Halsey only. Para 1.
Comsopac 110421 appee&rs not to see necessity of operatlons
in central Pacific as well as in Southwest Pacifiec which
are so timed and on such scale as to afford sunnort for all
three or at least to endeavor to whipsaw enemy rather t hen
enable him to concentrste in SOLOMONS or attack on JALUIT -
GILBERT - SAMOA 1ine or on MIDWAY ~ PRARL line., Para 2.
With above factors 1in mind, taking into consideration views
expressed in my 301915 November which apply in principle
throughout SOLOMONS, MacArthurs message to Himitz dated

13 January and my 121620, desire your oropoged plan Tor
operations during next 4 months. Plan should thoroughly
consider the desirabllity of pnrofressive extending of our
positions along the ELLICE - GILIERT line in conjunetion
with operations in the SOLOMON® area, Para 3, HNimitz

also see paner on Pacific situation brought by Ghormley
which was presented to combined Chiefs of Staff at
CASARLANCA,
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13 1400 COMIWCH %o CINCPAC

This is ultra secret, Yor admiral Nimitz only, From
Cominch, Partial agenda for fortheoming c nference

follows, Assume you will bring rour nlanning officer,

A, Strategical plan f-r Pacific including SOLOMON Islands
campalgn, MNEW GUINEA campaien, BLLICT Islands - GIL3BRTS

area, MARSHALL Islands area, ALWUTIAN operations and

BURMA operations. 3, Command relations in Pacific Area,

G, U3 submarine operations in Pacific. D. Heasures to be
taken 1f and when Jap submarine attacks against our ship-
ping are stepped up, E, 3ase developments in Pacific
including floating docks repair facilities etec, F. Amphiba
ilous Force Pacific, G. Shipning control, H. Analysis of
actions, I, Offensive mining. J. Pacific air bases after
the war, K, Rellefr of Marines by Army troops. L. Separate
Seallrontier and district for Alaska and Aleutians. M,

Reliefs for Flag Officers retiring this year (Andrews, Simons,
Downes, Snyder), N, Discussion of Cincpac serial 352 of Feb-
ruary 3rd. O. Possibility of reduction in total Naval person-
nel due to manpower situation, P. Necessity for large numbgrs
of personnel at advance bases, @, Possibility of relief of
Small and Wiltsie for Flag Commands, R, Question of single

agency to control assignment of personnel and cargo for
Pacifiec areas,

14 2209 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC, Info COMIMNCH,

Connection Ur 280913 refer my 102239 and comply Cominch
122028. You are hereby delegated the authority to direct
and coordinate the creation and development of administra-
tive facilities and the broad allocation of war materials
in the South Pacific area,

14 2357 GINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH.

lost secret. Yor Admiral Halsey only for action and Admiral
King info, This 1st of 2 parts, .Para, Request your pro-
posed operations for 4 months see Cominch 131250, Consider
evacuation GUADALCANAL by Japs probably indicates assumption
of strategic defensive by them. - If so they may intend op-
pose us in SOLOMONS with Army trqops shore based air naval
light forces some submarines, releasing CVs cruisers sub-
marines for raids on our outlying islands and our communica-
tion lines. Can operations you contemnlate be relied on to
contimie to pin down Jap Fleet to TRUK SQLOMONS area question,
If not consider entire ahsence naval strength Hawniian Area
as now existing requires redistrisution fleet by moving portion
Trom Sopac, MO3T SECRET.
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Fobruary (GT)
15 0113 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC, Ipnfo COMIMCH, (Part 2 of Clnecpac & 2357)

16 1445

17 0617

Vost Seoret, Final part for Admiral “alseys action and
Admiral Xings info only. Also desire your further v'ews
efter conferenoce Price on Cominoh's proposal for thrust
into GILAERTS, Purpose this thrust to cosnfuse Jap re-
varding focal point of our action and support operations
SOLUMON® 3ea area, With this desired end should tasy be
@ raid or estahlishment permanent salient question. Also
desire any sltcrnative »lan based on previously stated
purnose and present forces availanle, Am arranging recoe
YAYIN to determine presence airfield. Plesase comment by
Februsary 17th, .

SOMINGY to STICPAC

Treat thir as most secret. T¥aor Admiral !linitz ml,
Turther items con®erence mgenda myv 131409, (S) asrignment
of 7100 ton DD's becomins availasle after Tune., Chould
ther renlmnoe 1600 tonners now in Puaiflt or be divided >e-
tween Atlantioc and Pacific, (T) ¥stablishment of “liaval
Air Center 'lawaiien Area" and a-snointnent of Commander.
() Assierment of L squadrons of 3-248 to Atlantic for
Antisubmarine work versus Pacific reauirements.

COMDOPAC to CINCPAC info OMINCII,

Most seoret for aotion Cincpac and ;Ero cominoh only,
ﬁesirability operations central an espac to conruse Jan
and for mutual support fully recognized and concurred in,
Avallesility of forces is criterion. Orange pousltion HEW
GUIWEA and Solomons 13 pegged by Itanaul. 5trongz offensive
againat Rabaul area is surest neans of »inning down Jap
Tfleet strength to this area. “trike at Ellioe Gilnerts
although diversionary does not advance us toward any
critical objective, constitutes in fact a frontal Gttack,
ond sunnort of seized islenda, unless prepared continue
advance, would constitute conatant tactical and losistio
drain. e have initiative in Folomons area and my nlans
&re to press against Raheul area as fast as means »ermit
correlating with MacArthurs operationa i{n MHew Guinea. Am
oocounying Russell on Fehruary 21st. DIronone to ret trooos
into New Georgia by infiltration »r other means at earijest
nogsihle moment. With nresent “orees ] hope to take Munda
Vila about mid April, Tan reaction to theae operations
'111 bhe indicative his attitude and the extent to whioh he
dares withdraw fleet units. My entimate Jan ocannot let
Rabaul ro sinoe his entire “outherm disnosition rents on
“i{npanore Tava Rabaul nonitisn. Jap han capahility of
makine diverslonar- raids but I oonrider that for um to
nermit him to force our disperaal fr-n fooal 70int kaSaul
by such diverasions at a time when we have gained initiative
to go after it would be t) surrender that advantage, 1?3?

(Continued)
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003

0551

on defensive not uas, Reinforcerment will nermit =e to
step up tempo ny opcrations. Withdrawal of flect units
will slow 1t down. Price not arrtved vet, any add!tlonal
views wlll te forwarded,

SIICPAC to COM3OPAC,

Utriost 3ecret., Urdls 1301C2., Movine force now tases
GANDI to HAVALMAH Harbor approved. This carcels reatric-
tlon on operatins Batdiv THHEE ships West of FI’IS. Ap-
proval reercanization task forces now in Sopic ares exs
cept for reconsolidation of squadrens and dlvistons into
trheir normal tactical units held in sbe:ance pending
receipt vour proposals,

COMSQPAC to CINCPAC.

Reorganization proposed. Most Secret. Task Forces 11,
16, €4, 67 as at present, Task force 18 Hear admiral
Hill BatDiv 4, 3 AC's at HAVANNAH., Task Force 65 iear
Adniral Oiffen, 2 CA's, CruDiv 12 at HAVANYAE. Al)l Task
Forces except 18 with 3 DD's 18 with 7, Jestroyers Leing
resrouped Into own squadronas,

CTF 61 %o COMSOPAC, Info COMINCH, CINCPAC, etc,

Batween 0530 and 1230 L {-11) 21st ooounied RU"IRL

ISLANDS with first eschelon of Army Navy and karine troops
totalling 403C officers and enlisted. Third laiders in
PEPESALA, 2nd Battalion reinforoed of 103rd oombat team
at RENARD SOUND, 43rd Division Headquarters First Bat-
talion reinforged 103rd combat team light antiairoraft
elements llth Marine Defense Rattalion at WERNHAK COVE,
Naval base personnel and PT boats both at RENARD and
WERNHAM, One months supplies 5 units of fire sasll smount
engineering equipment landed, No enemy forces enoountered
up to 1500 L{=11}, All our naval vessels departed

1230 except 1 LCT with 2 damaged engines remalned .
Expeot send one. infantry battalion to PEPESALA to-

- night, This is ULTRA. It is oonsidersd highly probable

that the enemy is not yet aware of this cooupation and
it is reconmended that no puhblic disolosure made.
CLEANSLATE will maintain radio silence for the present,

1438



CRET
J_mn_l__).;n bruary (oCT

22 2146 Rpo NOVMEA o OINOPAC, Oomdes )2, Jomdesneo. Onaav, ste.

Refersnce proposed task force reorganisation my 220025
destroyers will be grouped by squadrons except as fol-
lowes: Desdiv 15 and Desdiv 27 assigned to one task
force, Desron 2 assigned as escorts to Comsopac pre-
paratory to eventual overhaul. Propose Desdivs 13§
and 27 be combined as temporary squadron (suggested

PIXA

squadron number 3) with Captain Harold R. Holcomb present
Comdesron 2 ordered as Uomdesron 3. HiCom. Comdr. Arnold

E. True now Comdesdiv i be ordered temporary command
Comdesron 2,

25 0616 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC, CINCPAC ADMIN,

Handle as most Becret, Present plans contemnlate suf-
ficient force available large ncale
early April, For planning Dog Day 1s 10 Aoril. Cinecpao
241628, Comsopac replving., However if reconnaissance
ncw underway indicate feasidbility infiltration troops
into NEW GEORGIA will be initiated soohebt preoticale,

operations X% GRORGlA

3

26 1022 CONSOPAC fo CINCPAC Info CG SOPAC, CO )st MAC, COMAIRPAC.

Desire use the 2 battalions of paratroopns

now in 3opae
during forthcoming operations.

Lack of sufficlent para-

troops carrying air transports has 1imited Jump training
to individual quelifications. This is ultra. This being

currently supplied by SCAT pPlanes of MAG 25, In order
provide air transport for siml teneous company and bat-
talion jump training, for combat operations, and air

logistic support up the SOLOMONS require 60 R4D} pPlanes
be dispatched Sopac, Advige,

27 1116 COMAIRSOPAC to COMSOPAC Info COHAIHSOL&. CINCPAC.

This 1s my 271116 in two parts. W. Treet
this as most secret. Para 1, My opinion aps have

protected from air atteck by heavy concentration AA
accurately controlled to above

100 fighters stationed this area. Bulk of ship

20,000 ft, 1In addition over
ing 1s kept

under combined protection of fighters and AA, ganoidcr day

heavy bombardment strikes against shipping so protected

will result in prohibitive losses unless each strike of 12
bombers or less is provided with 60 plane fighter esgcort,

30 of which employed as close cover, This will require

assignment 160 fightere Corsair Lightning and Warhawk models

to make two twelve plane strikes daily. As t:ghto:‘oppgnl- i
. r 2,

tion reduced protective fighters can be reduc

. Day Liberator strikes are now opposed in force result
ool a Pulooe g g1ty Drogesding direct route dus’ aheet by ter range.

b parot pog ¢ OPinlon CLEANSLATE may permit some deception this o ugz

. but not decisive results., BUIX outside effective i
Wavih g s range CLEANSLATE based Wildcats.

. ‘ g
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SECRET

March lgt. (Oahu Date)

The Pacific Ocean Aress were generally qujet. Mo
strikes were reported in the SOLOMONS area. SLATE
operation continued according to plan. Today there are ap-
proximately 9500 troops in the RUSSELLS,

Bad weather in the ALEUTIAKS caused s cancellation |
of all air asctivities.

Cominoh 011245 pink requests informstion on the CLRAN-
SLATE operation. Cincpac 020117 pink requests information

rroT Admiral Halsey. Comsopac 020455 pink 1s Admirs)l Halsey's
reply.

~
There were no new enemy developments. @ \!

N,
March 2nd. (Oshu Date) Cﬂ* *

Task Foroe 67 continues to operate Southeast of the
SOLOMONS in support of the CLEANTLATE operation, TF 68 will
fuel tomorrow at BSPIRITU SANTO, then will proceed to bombard
the VILA - MUNDA area,

At 1030 (=11) March 3rd 10 SAD with 16 VF escorting
bombed MUNDA, Between 0155 and 0500 (~11) March 3rd 10 PBLYs
bombed KAHILI and BALLALE, In this strike shipping was the
primary target bhut the ships could not be sesn con acoount of
poor visibility,

On Maroch 2nd (-10) SWPac air made strikes on a convoy
aprroaching the Northeast coast of NEW GUINEA apd reported 2
medium AKs sunk, one 7 to 9000 ton AP probably sunk, one smell
AK burning and possibly sunk, two medium AKs and one DD demaged,

5 CTF 61 020210 states airfield possibilities in the RUS.

The MINNEAPOLIS and MISSISSIPPI arrived at PEARL today,
After about one month of tem nr; revalr work at PEARL the
MINNEAPOLIS will proceed to Mare Island for oomplete battle

damage repalir., The NEX¥ MEXICO will leave EFATE for PEARL about
March 8th (-11),

Cincpaoc 0)0353 recommends that the Military Governor be
discontinued at SAMOA upon the detaciment of the present Mili-
tary Governor - Brig. General larsen, U.S.M.C.

CTF 8 hae asked for two or three OBB to bombard KISKA |
about March 12thhéit highest quartsrs suggested such an opere-

tion some months ago it was pointed out by Admiral Nimitz that

that employment of OBBs ia not suitadle, This view is still held
here,

(Continued) 1440
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SECRET

Maroh 2nd, (Oahu Date) (Comtinued)

CTF 8 0JO4LO5 pink proposes the ocoupation of ATIU, Tis
operation was studied by the Plans Seotion hers in January ('3))
and found to be suitable, The feanihllity would depend upon
commitments of transports elsewhere in the Pacifie.

Admiral Halsey informed Cinopao today that reliable ip-
formation based on ground Teoonnaissance indicates 10000 Japa
now in the VILA area, If he bases his plans for a move into
the NEW GEORGIA group on that figure we can expeot him to require
8ll avallable Pacific troop carrying bottoms,

L S
AR @
March 3rd, (Oahu Date)

Jeoret despatches desoribe repeated SWPao air strikes
starting the 2nd (-10) on a Jap convoy approaching the North-
east coast of NEW GUINEA, The information is not cleer sut but
it seems probable that 1 AX, I AP, and i DD were hit, and or

these a number were sunk, Our air losses were remarikably sasll,
viz, 3 VB and 1 VP,

r

Comsopao 0L0631 desoribes air aotivities in the 30LOMONS,
Two Jap planes were over GUADALCANAL from 2200 to 2305 (-11)
the 4th, TFour to six bombs were dropped which did no damage.

Pacific Oscean Areas were generally quiet,

3taff officers from 3WPac and SoPac will arrive at PEARL :
March 6th (£ 93) to disouss future operations in the Pacifio !
Theatre, Preliminary disoussions on this subject were oon- i
duoted by Admiral Nimitz today, While no definite decisions
were reached several proposals were explored, Cinopao 0L0OM1
pink and 04,0315 deal with ALRUTIAN situation,

There were no new enemy developments. ‘
March 4th. {(Oshu Date) A ~ ‘

{ AN
The planned bombardment of VILA and NUNDA wi's completed
the night of March 5«8 (-11) by TP 68. Reap Admiral Merrill reported
that he sank two enemy cruisers in that area, but
other evidence indicates that these enemy vessels were lar destroy-
ers, At 0715 (-11) 5th 10 TEF escorted by 15 VP bombed uuﬁﬁn. Two
of nine PB4Ya which bombed the BUIN ares from 0400 to 0420 (-11) Bth

failed to return. Of 15 PB4Ys Teoently sent to SOPAC at least six

have been losat. j

TF 67 contlnues to operate to the scuthsast of the SOLOMOMS.
The carrier and battleship forves in SOPAC are in port. In sonnection

with large fuel expenditures in the SOPAC, Cinopac 042318 is a warning
that fuel must be conserved, {

(Continued) 1441
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SECRET
March 4th., (Oshu Date) (Continued)

Cincpac 022045 pink deals with plans for seisure of the
VILA-MUNDA area.

Admiral Halsey suggested sending the WASHINGTON to
AUSTRALIA for installation of 40 mm guns. Both Cinopac and

Cominch did not favor this plan., On several oocasions Admirel
King has intimated that our ships should not go to AUSTRALIA

except for urgent battle damage repairs {(Cominch 041410) (Cinopeo
050145 pink).

Cincpac 050111 directs Com 14 to proceed with the MIDWAY
dredging project,

General De Witt's 042017 pink requests views of Comlen
ALASKA regarding an occupation of a position in the KEAR ISIANDS.

We believe that main enemy combatant strength is in the
general area between TRUK and the EMPIRE, lack of definite infor-
mation continues to reigse the possibility of an enemy reid in force
on our Central Pacific positions. A4 raid in force on PEARL 1
possible hut not probable, e

March 5th. 'S ({ VY

Comsopec 060558 summarizes air operations in the SOLOMONS
SEA area. Between 1347 and 1427 (-11) March 6th about 12 enewmy
dlve bombers with 25 zeros escorting attacked our positions in the
RUSSELL ISLANDS. Our losses were extremely light, Four ensmy
planea were reported shot down,

Pacific Ocean Areas were otherwise qulet.

Admiral Nimitz discussed Genera ‘s plan for
Tasks TWO and THREE in the SOLOMONS 33&53‘%! gt‘floorl
from the South and Southweat Pacific will arive at PEARL to-
morrow for further discussion. What decision the Joint Chiefs
of 3taff will make as regards the large means called for by
General MacArthur rerains to be seen. In the mesntime ur1¥ de-
cislon rust be made in WASHINGTOXK regarding Admiral Halsey's
present plan to move into the NEW GEORGCIA group April 10th, as
General MacArthur's plan defers this move until operations in the
HUON GULF area are completed. Furthermors, under Oenersl MacArthur's
plan, CinC SWPAC will set the date for the NEW GEOROIA move.

There were no new enemy developments., ( LA

&
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SECRET
‘arch 6th, (Oehu Date)

Comsopac 070440 describes overations for the day in the
Jouth Pacific, The Central Pacific was quiet. Bad weather in
the ALEVTTANT halted offensive alr activity,

Comal raopac 062147 nink refers to use of an ATV to move
an ACOWN,

CTF # 070115 two nart nink annroves an operation to
establish en airfield in the NEAR Iaslands, Cincpac will direct
OTF 3 to make the necessary study,

Staff officers from the South and Southwest ‘acific ar-
rived in PEARL today. Admiral Nimitz will confer with them re-
parding General MacArthur's plan tomorrow,

There were no new enemy developments. f (N
March 7th. (Oahu time)

Staff Officers from the South and Southwest Paoific con-
ferred with Admiral Nimits today end left in the afternoon for
WASHINGTON, Rear Admiral Spruance and Captain Sewll also left for
WASHINGTON to attend the conference on Oeneral MacArthur's plan.
Admiral Nimitz expressed general views on future moves in the
Pacific campaign. It was agreed that the Joint Chiefs of Starf
would be requested to approve Admiral Halsey's plan to move into
MUNDA about April 10th without walting for proposed operations in
the HUON GULF. Admiral Nimitz pointed out that we must be most
economical in fuel expenditures in the Pacific, Possible losses
in the Atlantic this coming spring and summer mAY regquire tanker
withdrawals from the Pacific, The pressing need of increased air
strength in the Pacific Theatre also was mentioned. While no

decisions were reached 1t is believed that all hands profited by
the exchange of views.

On the 6th and 7th (=11) the TRITON probably sank four AKs
in a convoy of six north of the HERNIT ISLAKDS.

Between 2300 and 0032 6-7 March (-11) 3 B-24s haressed
enemy shore positions at KAHILI, VILA, and MUNDA, At 2121 (-11)

March 6th an enemy plane dropped four bombs in the water north
of No. 2 fighter strip GUADALCANAL, No damage was done.

Comsopac 0B0E50 gives plans for TP operations for the next

three weeks. His 080052 pink again requests 60 R4D1 planes for
his area,

Cincpac 072353 pink refers to employment of an ACV to move
ACORN 5 and to the employment of the 12th defense battalion.

{Continued)
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SECRET

March 7th. (Oahu time) (Continued)

At 1000 (£10) 7th, 4 P-40s attacked KISKA, During that
afternoon 10 medium and 6 heavy bombers attacked KISKA.

There were no new enemy developments. (tuw

“Freet
March 8th, (0ahu time)

During the night 8.9 March {-11) three liberators hesr-
assed enemy positions at KAHILl, RALLALE, MUNDA, and VILA, At
1010 the 9th (-11) 11 T, 18 33D escorted by 31 VF attacked
MUNDA starting three large fires and hitting AA positions,

TF 67 continues to operate to the 3outheast of the
"OLOMONS, The force is covering logistic movements to the
GUADALCANAL area. Other SOPAC task forces are in port, Todey

there are anproximately 10,865 troops {including CBs) in the
RUZCELLS,

Reconnalssance showed approximately 300,000 tons of
enemy vessels anchored yesterday at RATAUL, No major combat-
ant units were seen there,

The Pacific Ocean areas continue generally quiet,

On the 7th (£ 10) Army planes hombed and strafed enemy

installations at ATTU, The S-31 left for patrol against enemy
fishing near KAMCHATYA,

It appears that SWPAC air has been very effective in
attackse on enemy attenmpts to reinforoe and supply nositions on
the northeast coast of NEW GUINEA, There are indications that
the enemy is short of food and ammunition in that area, Aleo,
indications continue that the enemy is having considerable
difficulty in supplying sufficient planes to the SULUMONT 3ea
area, At KISKA the landing strip is asout 80% completed. In

the near future we can expeot the enamy to attenpt to bring
land based VF to KISKA, ‘

) «/‘J\U
March 9th. (Oahu time
March 9th ) Yrrr
TF 67 will fuel at ESPIRITU SANTO tomorrow and tffen

continue to operate to the Southeast of the SOLOMONS., All other
major SOPAC task forces remein in norml ports.

At 0745 (-11) 10th 18 SBD, 12 TBP escorted by 31 VP
attacked VIIA. All our planes returned, PB4Ys continued to

harass the enemy at EAHILI, MUNDA, and VIIA. Comsopac 100534
is an operations summary for his area.

(Continued)
1444
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SECRET
March 9th, (Oahu time) (Continued)

At 1310 (=11) 10th sbout 10 enemy dive bombers escorted
by 12 zeros attempted to attack the RUSSELLS, Our 1ntoroopt1n3
planes shot down 3 zeros and one dive bomber. Damage inflicte
by the enemy was not reported.

Combatdiv 6 090812 pink recommends postponement forma-
tion Batdiv 8 as contemplated by Cominch

The SUNFISH reported two sure hits in a ship of the
ASAMA MARU type off the east CHINA coast on March 9 («8). The
8-32 probably sank an enemy DD off HOLTZ BAY (ATTU) today.

Cunr
T

There were no new enemy developments,

March 10th, (0Oahu time)

Sopac operations are covered in Comseopac 110635. *HYs
harassed enemy positions in the central SOLOMONSR sarly morning
{-11) March 1lth,

The PERMIT on patrol off OMINATO reported a largs loe
pack at lat, L1, Long. 144 East. It is unusual for 1ce to be

this far south, The PERMIT also reported sinking two AKs and
one samnan,

Comnorpac 110720 is a description of an unusually heavy
strike on KISKA mede today,

Rear Admiral Opruance will be direoted to confer with

General DeWitt regarding possinle JACKBOOT operations (Comgen
WDC 102038 pink),

Comsopao 070911 and Cominch 082126, hoth pink, deal
with the unsatisfactory situation at NEW CALEDONIA,

An enemy rald in foroe on our outlying Horth and Central
Pacific positions continues to be a possibility, f:uA&

e
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JECRET

March 11th, (Oahu Time)

TF 67, after fueling at ESPTIRITU SANTC today, will operste
to the Southeast of the SOLOMCNT, All other major opac task
forces remain in normal vorts, BSetween 0115 and 0330 (-11)

March 12 three Liberators harassed enemy positions in the Central
SCLOMONS,

The AULICK struck a reef near NOIMEA on the 10th (-11) and
was badly damaged, She may have to be towed to PEAIL for repairs,

comsopas 121105 1z a directive for bombardment of VILA on
March 16 (~11) by 4 DDs,

Enemy planes dropped seven 100# bombs near the MLTAPATA
river (GUADALCANAL) between 1947 and 2135 {(-11) Maroch 12. No
demage was done,

Comsopac 110315 is & directive to TF 11 and Crudiv 12 for
training exercises March 15 to 17 (-11).

The Rusaian S5S ILMAN was sunk by three torpedoes in lLat,
30-56 N., 136-30 E, It is just possible that the SANFISH caused
this sinking, but we hope not.

Bad weather halted air operations in the ALEVTIANT, 1In
his 111221 pink Cominch states that the Joint Chiefs of Jtaff
look with favor on the JACY.COT operation,

There were no new enemy developments, Cyuﬂp_,,f“"‘

"Ll

Merch 12th, (Oahu Time)

At 200R (-ll) 12th 2?1 T3 attacked MNMNDA with 1000# bombs
starting two fires, One plene falled to return, At 1020 (-11}

12th 18 373Ds escorted by 23 VF attacked VILA, FANMILI and SALIALE
were harassed by night flvine R-2is,

Comsopac 130247 pink tells General MacArthur of his nlan to
occupy MDA ahout April 10th,

A Sowespao subtmarine expended four torpedoes to sink an
abandoned AX, It is not olear why torpedoes were used instead of
gunfire. We cannot afford to waste torpedoes,

Cominch despatoh favoring the JACKI00T operation noted

ygaterday was imnlemented by Cinecpas 130103, 130125, 130151, all
pink,

An aerial reoconnaissance of HOWLAND and BAKER today was
negative,

(Continued) 144¢




SECRET
March 12th, (Oashu date) {Continued)
Rad weather nrevented major air operationa in the A'." TIANS,

Iod -
There were no new enemy developments. LW

March 13th, (Oahu date)

Bad weather prevented air strikes in the SOLONOKNS today.
Pacific Ccean Areas were unusually quiet, Comnorpac 14060 is
a surmary for hls area.

Com US Nav Forces Europe 112332 pink describes General

DeGualle's action to improve Admiral Halsey's relat'ons with the
French in NEW CALEDONTA.

Comsopac 140413 pink Flves aerlal mining plens for the
BUIN area.

Comgen WDC 132210 three part pink ralses the command question

for the JACKBOOT operation. It was answered by Cincpac 14213 ¢
pink,

There were no new enemy developments. {/M/
Maroh 1l4th, (Oahu date)

At 1710 (-11) the 15th 12 3D escorted by 25 V< attacked
WUNDA, At 1735 (-11) same afternoon 12 S3D escorted by i VF
attacked VIT.A, These strikes were made 1n order to neutrallze

the strips prior to bombardment by 4 DDa planned to follow aaout
elght hours later.

Jomineh 122204 nink sugpgests emnloyment of a tactical group
of 4 to 6 submarines in the SOLOLONS Sea,

Cndunify
Because of one propeller shaft, the NCRTH CAHOLINA will
proceed to PEARL for ddeking and renairs,

Cominah 141507 pink approver Cincpac set-up for JATKXQT
excent withdrawal of AKm from Sopaa,

Joint Chiefs of Starf 132021 requests comment on a pro-
posal to set up a special staff to coordinate and handle all
nhases of redio anéd radar counter-measures,

The enemy ocontinued to improve his no8itione {in north
NE7 GIINEA, There are some indications that three or four Vs
are training in Empire waters, It 1s projable that Russian

(Sontinued) 1447




SECHET
March l4th, (Cahu date) {Continued)

merchant ships are being routed to U.T.A. via TSUCHIMA STHAIT,
If this 18 true it will complicate our submarine activities
off HONGZIU, We are directed to conduot unrestricted submarine
warfare against Japan, This does not mean that we can sink
any ship ensountered. All reasonable precautions muat be taken
to prevent the sinking of neutral shipping.

March 15th. (Oahu date)

During the night 15-16 March (-11) four DDs bombarded
VILA, Our force met no eriemy opposltion end suffered no cesual-

tles, The following morning at 0635, 20 SED escorted by 20 VP
rnade a8 strike on VILA, Comsopac 160553 1s his operations. summary
for the 15th (-=11).

The Joint Chiefs of Staff have directed

submarine oper-
ations off MALACCA STHAIT (Comsowespac 160844 ).

The S-32 on patrol in the western ALEUTIANS probably

sank an I-class sub entering HOLTZ BAY and My have destroyed
a DD or CM,

Cominch 151620 pink requests Cincpac conclusion regard -
ing maintaining a task force in the Central Pacific, Cincpac
has already made the first move to do that as shown by his
pink. In the same despatch Cincpac gives a very brief estimeste
of enemy strength for Central or North Pacific operations an
estimated present enemy intentions. 1;,;,

Merch 16th, (Cahu date) 7"’“’,
Bad weather in the "OLIVIF Sem ares prevanted all

strikea, Ueunl harassing nlanss were over W.LL.iLE TATILT,

IUNDA, VILA and VIRY durine the nipht March 16-17 1-11),

*

A coast watcher renorts that the bombardmaent group
which shelled VILA March 5 (~11) sank a ship off “TAN.ChY slan-

tation carrying 500 men for LUNDA, Three survivors were
liquidated, ‘

There are ahout 12,000 troops now in the :{UIUELL iplands,

Comnorpac 160811 three part is a summary of heavy air
attacks on KISKA the 15th (4 10)

Cinepac (170157 pink) considers it desirable to have
an organization at PEARL to handle radio and radar decention,

{Continued)
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SECHET

Mapoh léth, (Oahu Date) {Continued)

Cinepao 162223 nink conecurs in Cominch pronosal to
provide for the "iolf nack"” type of operation {previously
noted) and in his 170121 pink he directed Comsuopsc to nlan and
train for such operations, llo reply has been recelved froo

7
Admiral Halsey to Cinepac request for his views on this eup- e
Jact, :

There were no new enemy developments, (:&NV\—
Mareh 17th, (Oahu date)

During the night 1718 March (-11) B-17s harassed
KAHILI, BALLALE and VITA., At 1645 (~11) March 18 eleven SED
escorted by sixteen VF attacked VILA.

At 1003 (£10) 16th 8 P-38, six heavy and six medium
bombers attacked KISKA. Hits were observed on enemy inatallations.
That afternoon at 1340 (/£10) eight VF from AMCHITKA envaged eight
enemy planes 20 miles south of KISKA shooting down two sure and
four probable, Our planes were not damaged,

The TRIGGER on patrol between PALAC and RABAUL near the
equator reported sinking en 7000 ton AP, Constderable enemy
shipping was seen in this ares.

ComGen WDC 171900 Pink 2 part requests authorization of
the JACKBOOT operation. His 172239 seven part Pink is the proposed
Joint directive for the operation. CTF 51 180105 Pink requeats
more naval forces than wers contemplated by Rear Admiral Kinkald
for the JACKBOOT operation, He i3 particularly worried about AXAs,
We are not sure that General DeWitt has solved the AKA problem and

will query Cominch. Cincpac °31 pink requests CTF 16 comments
on the above despatches, and nepac 192g|] pink recommends to
- Comlnch that the JACKBOOT operation be ordered.

There are some indications that the enemy ts planning
Some sort of a move in the ALEUTIALS within the next six or seven

weeks, . *( ( a
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SECRET
March 18th, {Oahu Date)

Alr activities in the South Pacific were limited to
usual searches and a fighter sweep in the central SOLONMOKS,
Our lirfht forces contlnue to operate in the southern SOLONONS
and in the area to the southeast of the S30LOMOKS.

Comsopac 180335 two part pink gives views recarding
coordinated submarine operations.

Comsopac 190532 18 an operations surmary.

Cincpac 182202 gives plans and objectives for an
army strike on TARAWA and KNAURU,

In the north Pacific bad weather balked planned alr
strikes and searches from ADAK. CTF 16 190300 pink concurs 1in
CTF 51 naval force requirements for JACKROOT, Cilncpac 102333
pink discusses forces for JACKBOOT., Cincpac also sugrests to

CTF 16 the desirabllity of additional bulk fuel oil storace in
the ALEUTIANS,

Photo reconnalssance of the RABA'T, KAVIFK) area on
the 18th(-11) showed 112 VF and 162 V*, This strencthens the

bellef that the enemy counts heavily on alr for defense of c'
positions in the SOLOMONS sea area. Tt

March 19th, (Oahu Date) P

On both the 19th and 20th (-11) at 1650 3Wsa with
VF escort made strikes in the NEW GEORGIA area. 1000f “dajay
cutters” now being used in these strikes are renorted to be a
great improvement over the standard bonmb,

Forty-two aerial mines were planted in the TIN areas
by 42 TOF from GUADALCANAL beginning at 2040 (<11} March 20th,
Nine B17's and 9 - B24's attacked searchlights and AA instal-
lations prior, during, and after the minelaying operatjon.

Com 3rd Fleet 200613 is an operations BUMRmATY,

At 1105 GCT 19th (¢ 11) an unreported number of enemy
L enrine flving boats dropned bombs on CANTN Ialand, DLetalls
of this aerial raid are not yvet avallasle,

During the morning of the 19th four P3d's, 12 lightaings,

8ix medium and six heavy bombers attacked FITKA, On the 15th

and 16th of March a total of 1R5,300 nounds of bombhs were dropped
on KIFKA,

{Continued)
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3ECRET
March 19th, (Oahu Date) {Continued)

Cinooac 200147 pink axnresses seneral accord with the
views of Admiral Halrey on coordinated summarine operations,
Jomsubrac 192345 pink gzives views on the aams susject,

hd

s

CTF 51 190135 pink amnlifies his remarks on the JACKBOOT
operation, noted yestorday.

CTF 16 will shift his headquarters to ADA¥ tomorrow,

Clnepac 200737 directs increased AA protection at YUNA-
FUTT,

4
There are no new enamy davelopments, -/ CAJ1\

March 20th, (CUahu Date)

At 1640 (-11) March 21st eleven 33D emcorted by 15 VP i
attacked VILA and 1UNDA, Heavy AL fire was encountered at FINLA, |

All Pacific Ocean areas were nuiat., The TG under lear
Admiral Merr{ll continues to operate to the “outheast of the
COLOMONT . Yajor Sopac task forces are in normal norts, i

Rad weather in the ALVITIANT caumad the cAnarllation of
all planned air attanks,

Cominoh 1R2000nink requests comment on M araienments
in the Pacific, This despatch was fenecrally concurred in by
Jlnenac in his 210242 nink,

There seems a aood n08a8ibility that the Japs will order
submarines to attack our lines of communlcation hetwean the
SAMCAN area and AUSTRALIA, ‘aJor enemy strength is believed in
the general area between TR'X and the Fmnire, There is a rather
large emount of shipning indicated in the MALIANAZ, The sip-
nificance of this is not yat clear,

A

RN
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SECRET
March 21st (Oahu Date)

Today was extremely quiet in both the South and Centrsl
Pacific areas. No strikes were made in the SOLOMONS SEA area and
no important enemy forces were sighted by the searches., Five

flights from AMCHITKA and cne flight from ADAK bombed KISKA today.
Results were not cbserved.

Yesterday commencing at 2043 (-11) 40 3BDs each dropped
one lark 12 mine off BUIN,

Crudiv 12 continued to operate to the southeast of the
SOLOMONS, Major SOPAC task forces were in normsl ports.

It seems probable that the S~-32 sank one DD and one l-class
submarine during & patrol off ATTU just completad.

There is rood 1ndication that the enemy plans to construct
an airfield on ATTU in the near future,. W, ,
¥3sall (/lq;\_

Maroh 22nd (Oahu Date)

Activities in the SOLOMUNS “ea area were limited to
normal searches and logistioc moves., Crudiv 12 continues to
operate to the southeast of the SOLOMUONS, In answer to >lnopao
qQuery on this type of operation Comsopac sent his 220400 pink,
Cinecpao is still not in mgreement with this placement of the
cruiser destroyer group to accomplish stated objectives and

points out the advantages which accrue by the use of the anchor-
age at PORT PURVIS, (Cincpac pink).

Comairsopac plans to bombard NAURU with R-24's during
the davlight of March 25th (.11},

Two enemy plenes dropned bombs on the bomber strip at
GUADALCANAL between 2050 and midnisht (-11) the 22nd, There
were no personnel casualties resortad but at least 3 B.24's and
one B-17 were destroyed., Dispersal near that field 1a not rood,

It ?ay he that now we have tooc many plsnes at GUADALTANAL (over
300),

Comsowespac reports the loss of the CRA'PJ3 and AMRER-
JACK while on patrol in the 301N'NN3 sea srea. Foth submarines
are now long overdue,

Comsopac has recommended to Cominch that the nroject
to lensthen the dry dock at WELLINGTOH be cancelled,

A submarine was sighted snd attacked off F~'IING ITLAND
during the afterncon today,

Joint Chilefs of Staff 221939 pink directs the ocoupa-
tion of ATTU as soon as practicable. A modified veraion of

General DeWitt's proyoaed Joint directive for this waa requested

(Cinepac 230425 pink qdrg
(Continued) 2



aRCniET
Yarch 22nd  (0ahu Date) {Continued)

Jomsubpaos pronosal for wolf neok operations is aatis-
factory to Zominoh,

clnepae 230341 eatahlishes a Central Pacific Foroce under
7ice Adniral Leary, “Frrer

~
There were no new enenv developments, e

March 23rd {Oshu Date)

Enemy planes were reporte:d over TULAGI today but the time
and number wés not reported, SOLCMONS sea activities were 1imlted

to normal searches and loslstic moves., Comsopac 24060C is an
operation summary.

At 0305 (£91) today officers and lookouts on bosard the
PIKE sighted an unidentified periscope asix miles southeast of
BARBER'S Point (Cahu). This probably was an enemy submarine,

In his 232109 pink, Cincpac sugiests the use of Port

PURVIS by crulsers and destroyers (see Comsopac 220400 pink,
previously noted).

In response to a query from Cincpac Comaubpac 240230 pink
recommends acainst sending four subs to SWPac at thia time. Cincpec
concurs In this In his 242203 pink

CGWDC two part 231930 - 231940 states trocps for JACKBOOT
operation will be as previocusly noted. As certaln chanres are
indlcated because of reported airfield construction on ATTU the

Joint directive will be submitted to General DeMitt and Admirsl
King for concurrance before issue.

Comnorpacfor 230801 1s an operation's sSummary for that ares,

.’l-""
March 24th  {Cahu Date) Yl

som Jrd Fleet 250607 is an operationa summary for h's
area, OCTF 18 with two erulsers and 4 DD will leave 507l
CANTO about zero hours GCT March 29 to patrol southeast of the
SGLOKCHT,  Bad weather helted air operations in the ALITTINI,

Comnorpac 2L0850 azives AMCHITKA airfield prosress,

Cinopaoc 242301 does not apree with Comsopacs recommnenda-
tion to cancel the project to lengthen the 4dry dook at #LLLINGTUN,

foint Chiefs of Staff six part 232357 Rlnk glves planned
additions to ground end troop strength in the SUPAC and XPAZ,

. {Continued)
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SLCRET
Larch 24th {Omahu Date) { Sont!nued)

lear Admiral .tockwell apparently thought that the
VISTCRICUS proup would be availasle to him for the ...t & uT
operatlion, This is not the case and he was 20 informed.

Conminch contemplates returnineg the VICTuIL") to the
ritish when the situation hers can je handled without her,

It is probable that the enemy will make further nu'sance
raids on CANTON during the next few duys, There were no new f??ﬂf
enemy developments bevond this, 3

Mareh 25th {Oahu Late)

From 0506 to 0610 (-11) the 27th § Airsopao B-24'n at-
tacked NAUY 1°LAND, No strikes were made in *he ..L ZLL'l “ea
area, Eneny planes were reported over UALALCANAL last night,

Comsopac 260740 estanlishes a ba.-ine aviation command
in the G5outh Pacific area,

Two enemy planaes dropped homhs on CANTLN shortly after
nidnisht the 27th t/ 11), YMinor damape was renorted,

The ¥IMGFISH returnine from patrol off the East China
oast renorted sinkine one larpe lomded A, one trawler, and
the nrohable sinking of ons AK. An enemv dapth rcharpe attack
did consideravle demare to the VINGRICH,

Comnornac 260750 two mart is an operation aummMAry,
The enemv 1s exnected to escort =ome Yarum to the ..mstern

AL TIANT to arrive at ATT! in the next dnr or so, This ia not
to be considered as a malor enemv move,

A
ISX144 W
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SECRET %
March 26th (Oahu Date) |

Cormnorpac 270605 two part descrites the action todsy in
which the SALT LAKE CITY, HRICHNCND, and DD screen engased a
superior enemy force reported composed of 2 CA, 2 CL, 4 DD, 2
l'arus, 'While we do not know deflnitely the Jap Intentions, it
1s believed probable that thls enemy force way en route ATTV
with men and materials for airfield construction there,

At 0144(#11) the 26th and 021G6(#11) sincle enemy planes
Lombed CALTOGL,

The FINHACE sank nne AK and damaced another AFK in an
ettack on an enemy convoy near PALAC today,

Enemy planes were over GUADALCANAL agailn last nicht,
31irht damage from bombas dropped was reported.

Six Catalinas bombed KAUKU early the morning of the
26th (-11).

At 1312 (+11) 27th O TEF escorted by 12 VI btombed MUNIA,
At 1317 (=11) the same day 9 THF with 10 VF bombed VILA. At

1530 (-11) 27th 6 3BD escorted by 7 VF tombed and strafed UJKLI
{Rendova Ialand).

In his 260535 Comsopac remarks on the Arydock lensthening
project at WELLINGTCHN, -
et

There were no new enemy developrents. r"\‘

e
March 27th (Oahu Date)

Alr search to 200 miles west of ATTU falled to locate any
part of the enemy force which was engaged by Rear Admirsal MoMorris'
group yesterday. It seems probable that the enemy was turned back.
However, we must expect thet they will return in the nesr future --
possibly with increased strength, Available to reinforce CTP 16
ere: Batdlv 2 and one Desdiv now on the West Coast; the SANTA PR
and one Desdiv at PEARL, but not ready for about 10 days; units of
SOPAC forces, which would take almost a month to transfer to ALASKA.

No strikes were made in the SOLOMONS SEA ares today, and
alr searchea were limited by bad weather, Comsopac 280137 pink
corments on the deferment of the MUNDA operstion as suggested by
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Cincpac concurs in Comsopac comments
but will not comment on redeployment of the Pacific Fleet until the
return of Rear Admiral Spruance from Washington.

Four enemy bombers approaching FUNAPUTI were intercepted

by two of our VF. One enemy plane was shot down and the others
escaped to the north,

Cominch congurs with Cinopac views that the completion of
the Calliope project is essential, 145¢

(Continued next page) |




SECRET
March 27th (0Oahu Date) {Continued)

On completlon of the JACKBOOT operation the KEVADA will
be sent to the ATLANTIC, The SOUTH DAKOTA will remain in the
ATLANTIC unti) about May lat,

The enemy 18 indicated to be strengthening positions in
the MARSHALLS snd GILBERTS, Twelve fighters are to be stntioned
at MILLE, MAKIN, and TARAWA, v C 5

o f v -

March 28th {Oahu Date)

In the North Pacific all air searches and strikes were
cancelled due to bad weather, No further word was received re-
parding the enemy force encountered west of ATIU day before
yesterday. Rear Admiral MolMorris' group i8 enroute DUTCH HARRUR,
It seems probable that the SALT LAKR CITY and the BAILEY will
have to go to a navy yard for battle damarse repairs, It now ap-

pears that the SANTA FE can replace the 3ALT LAYE CITY for the
JTACKRCOT operation,

TF 128 will make a sweep of the “"LA 7'L’ area on nights
of April 1 - 2 and 2 - 3 (-11), On the first night the force will
only sweep for enemy shins, On the sscond night, if no enemy
ships are encountered, VILA and 'UNDA vi1l bhe bhombarded,

Corm 3rd Fleet 290635 is an operations summary, At
0410 (-11) the ?9th 13 aerial mines were dropned in the RBIN area.

This makes a total of 94 of these mines dronned in that area dupr-
ing the nast month,

Corinaveu 251754 gives the status of the French Governor
at NE. CALEDONIA regarding his relstions with Comsopac.

There were no new enemy develonments, G
¢,
March 29th  (Cahu date)

At 1500 (-11) Marsh 31, 16 "7 escorted by 23 VF bombed
FUNDA, Part of TP 18 continues to operate to the moutheast of
the 30LOMCNS,

ey~

operatiens The Joint Chiefs of Staff 291703 1a a directive for
Peole—3 in the “7LOMONT Jea area, .

In reply to a Cominch auery Cinopac 300325“’:?;; plens
to reinforce CTF 16, No further word was received regarding
Rear Admiral MaMorris' force,

There were no new enemy developments, \h>ﬁ

@

~
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SECRET

March 30th {Cahu date)

Bad weather in the "OLOMAYNT Tea area hamnered air
operationa, Com 3rd Fleet 310635 18 an operntions sumnmary for
the 30th {-11), At least six chins including about three large
DDs were tracked by our nirht searoch planes from 2255 {-11) 3j0th

to 0140 (-11) the 31st in the VYlLi.i LAVILLA area, No landing
was observed,

Consopac nronoses to lav a riine field in the :"La Gulf
(lark 6), Jinepac concurs,

Admiral Halsey was asked for hls estimate of Pao Fleet
foreces required by the WE/ S0LOIGI Sea directive in Cinonac
302013 pink,

Cincpao llyLﬁl pink 18 a jolnt directive for the
selzure and occupatlon of ATIU and the construction of an air-
fleld in the NEAR ITLANDS,

There were no new enemy developments, Chﬁh o (?oiL
March 31st {0ahu date) -

At 1040 (=11) April 1st 41 own VF engaged 30 - 40O zeros
over the RUSSELLS shootins down 16 zercs. Ve lost six firhters.

?om ?rd Fleet 010621 18 an operation summary for the 3lat-lst
-11}.

Comsopac 010111 pink is Admiral lalsey's estimate of
Pac Fleet forces required prior to and during the proposed of-
Tensive in the CLOMONG Sea Area, Cinopac has proposed to Jom-
inch the withdrawal of 3 CA's and one Desdiv from the XS to
reinforce CTF 16, Further withdrawals probably will be made to
reinforce the Central Paciric Force,

Comnorpac 310915 and 312025 describe attacks on K1!'KA
on Mareh 30th {{ 10},

CTF 16 310322 two part pink gives an estimate of foroes
Trequired at this time, The NAR AL and NAUTILUS will he oonverted
to troop carriers and salled to the ALTUTIAN™, arriving there
about May lat, Cincpac has offered the NEW MEXICO and MI133I3SIPN
to CTF 16 for the LAﬁDCRAH operation, CTF 51 plana to sail the
NEVADA and IDAHO for the North Pacific April 7th,

(g
s,

WS,
There were no new enemy developments, i o ) -
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SECRET
March GOT)

01 0550 COMSOPAC to ALL TFC SOPAC, SUBCOMSERONSQPAC, etoy i

|
Short title SOPACORG 2. Present intention reorganiae ;
SOPAC task forces as follows:

Task Force 11 - Radm Ramsey SARATOGA, SAN JUAN, 8 DDs.
Task Porce 16 - Radm Sherman ENTERPRISE, SAR DIEGO, 6 .DDO.

Task Force 18 - Radm Hill MARYLAND, COLORADO, SUWAKNEE,
SANGAMON, CHENAKGO, 7 DDs. |

Task Foroe 64 - Radm Lee WASHINOTON, NORTH CAROLINA, INDIAMA,
MASSACHUSETTS, @ DDs.

Task Foroe 67 - Radm Alnsworth NASHVILLE, HOKOLULU, HELENA ,
3T. LOUIS, 8 DDs.

Task Force 68 - Radm Giffen WICHITA, LOUISVILLE, Comnrudiv

12 Radm Merrill MONTPELIER, COLUMEIA,
CLEVELAND, DENVER, 8 DDs.

TFs 63 Vadm Fitoh and 62 Radm Turner remain unchanged.
Destroyer escorts and DMs remain under Comsopac in TP 66. :
Senior officer of each type in Sopac will act as Type Com. i

Propose initially base task forces as follows, TFs 11 and j
64 at NOUMEA, TFs 16 and 67 ESPIRITU SANTO, TFs 18 and 68 |
HAVANNAH, Assignment destroyers by separate despatch.

SOPACORG 2 will be made effective by origimator,

02 0210 CTF 61 to COM3SOPAC Info COMA IRSOPAC , CINCPAC, SERAV W

]
In reply your 280510. After 2 days in RUSSELLS Colonel
Welr my staff expresses opinion airfield conditions are
favorable. Consensus 1s that 3500 foot strip with Marston
mat and some dispersal areas can be opersting within 6
‘weeka and that extensions to over 5000 feet can then be
well in hand. Ample construction equipment and personnel
for immediate needs are now here and will be pushed in as
rapidly as possible. Pars, Understand 21st Marine Air
Group will be assigned CLEANSLATE, Recommend that group
less planes and flight parsonnel be sent CACTUY om arrival
Sopac. If this group plus 10th defense are assigned this
force at an early date we should be able to transport them
to CLEANSLATE by increments in time for them to prepare
their instellations and to be fully operable by the time
the fleld 1s ready for planes to use.
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SECRET
Earch (GCT)
02 0353 CINCPAC to COMINCH Ipfo COMSOPAC, COMOENSAMOA, COMDT MARCORPS.

Urdis 082116. Marcorps 092017. Mydis 240032. Halseys
010402, Recommsend disoontinue military governor from
detachment Gen, larsen authority Faval (Civil) Oovernor
derived from President as Commander in Chief and comes
from military source hence see no technical involvement
for authority of senior officer exercising unity command.
Unnecessary speoifically designate either Comgen SAMOA
or hias Chief of 3taff to exeroise present functions mili-
tary governor, 8Suoch functions would be diecharged by
present Naval Governor subjeot to military direction by
officer exerolsing unity of command,

OL 0631 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info NZNB, COMTOWESPAC, ALL TF COM3 “QPAC,

Sowespac sir estimates 11 ships sunk as result determined
strikes 2nd and 3rd against LAE bound convoy. Undermined
number damaged, 6,000 enemy reported ococupying MADANG, :
Liberator strike to BUIN area predawn Lth saw no shipoing T
dropped bombs KANILA BALLALE, SiD's with Wildoat escort .
struok MUNDA 0720 love (-11) 4th starting 4 fires. Yild-

cats strafed VIRU on return, WNative mscouts say Jap ves-

sel hit by bombers off VELLA Feb 27th sank dawn lst, Own

air aotivities 3rd, 2 fighters strafed outter off IRINGILL
0740 love left oraft eflame, 10 S3D's gave MUNDA drome

its daily pounding.

04 0315 CINCPAC c
Your 030355 negative, Operation does not ---- (See Pink),
04 2315 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMSER JRPAC, COMSERONSOPAC, ete,

Fuel expenditures in Sopas during past month plus re-
quested deliveries for Maroh emnhasize urgent need for
strong control measures, Without ourtailing striotly
necessary task force movements operations whioh do not
interpose against enemy threats or further our advances
must be drestioally reduced, v‘oming spring and summer
may find ue with directive to transfer to Atlantio some
tanker tonnage., In addition to foregoing it is impera-
tive to speed up tanker voyages by following. Prompt
discharge especially of remnant oarzoes. Use slower
tankers for the mobile atorages, Ereot shore tanks with
dispatoh, Status PEARL fuel stooks will soon require
diversion some tankers now in your servioce,

05 0111 CINCPAC to COMINGCH, NOB MIDWAY, Info Com A, {f

Proceed with first priority work on NIIWAY dredzing as
outlinsd your seo 1tr ser, 0060 of 19 Fed. 1943. noh
is requested to assist in procurement dredge MoMULLEM
nentioned foregoing referenoce,
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GHRLN

|
March (0CT) |
06 0559 CCMSOPAC to CIKCPAC Info ALL CTF SOPAC, CQ!QQ!!Q!AO. EZNB.

07 0440

CTF €8 reports his VITA-MUNDA bombardment group sank 2 Jap
light cruisers after midnight laat night in KULA QULP,
Enemy vessels left PAISI for KOLOMBANGARA 1910 L (=-11)
yesterday 5th came down through WILSOK STRAIT. Black cat
spotters for surface ships saw 20 minute navsl battle then
helped cruisers, destroyers shoot up airfields. Large fire
started VILA and Jap gune silenced. At 0700 L (-11) 6th
SARATOGA Air Oroup (69 planes) struck NUNDA dropped 30 half
ton dalsy outters and strafed area. Reported ™hway absolute:
1y unserviceadle result shelling, 8 Liberators hammered

HILI predawn today while 3 dropped bombs BALIALE., Pires
started dispersal area south runways at both fields. 8 :
BLUE vesaels enroute MAINYARD to report ungucscegsful .
attack by Nip high level bombers midday 5th. Additional :
air activity 5th, Hudson on weather f ight to BUIN returned
via MUNDA dropped 4 light bombe. 9 N¥avy Liberators over i
BUIN area 0400 L (-11) failed find shipping targets Aropped |
bombload BALLALE, 2 aireraft failed return. Search planw
bombed enemy activities VIRU , Patrolling sub has detected
Jap radars RABAUL, WEWAK, BUKA, SHORTLAND and AITAPR (¥orth
NEW GUINEA). 2 dead, 11 wounded result air ralid TULAGI
night 5th-6th. Searchlight activity probnblz by sud con-
tinues vicinity NAKUAR ISLAND, COOK Group, essols in i
TASMAN SEA keep 20 miles clear CAPE EOMONT, NEW ZEALAXD
Evidence enemy laid mine field there,

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALL TFC SOPAC, COMTOWESPAC, NZNB.

12 Japenese dive bombers escorted by 20 zeros made first
raid UV S nositions RUSSELL ITLANDS 13,7 love (-11) 6th,

1 man killed 12 wounded result strafing and anti personnel
bombs, Material damage 1ight, Tnall blue fishter patrol
over 1slands destroyed 4 dive bombers plus prohable Sth,
Juet prior attack 2 SBD's on antisub natrol near RIUSAERLLS
Jumped by zeros, 1 S shot down 1l of 3 attacking zeros
other fought off § nips, Both our nlanas returned, 2
DD's 7 AX's sightsd B 'IN area morning 6th, 5 Navy liber-
ators off during morning darkness 7th to strike WIN ship-
ping were nreceded by advance flare nlane. Saw no vessels
JUIN 1 AK Y TIRTA, Striking olenes snlit to bomdb IZTA
vessel ALTALE KAMILI VILA, Results Renerally unobserved,
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SHERN

Harch (acT)

08 0650

10 0534

11 0635

COMSOPAC to ALL TPC'S, SOPAC, CO

Assuming no major enemy activity during next 3 weeks
desire utilize opportunity for training commensurate
with concentrated upkeep program and state of readiness
for action. Training exercises should be carefully
Planned so that minimum training time will produce
maxirum results along line of breaking in newcomers
and of aspecific preparations for our next offensive
which involves all phases of amphibious operations
against shore opposition.

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info NBNZ, ALL CTP SOPAC, COMSOWESPAC.

11 Torpedo bombers 18 dive bombers escorted by 31 Wildeat
fighters struck MUNDI 1010 L (~11) ninth. Avengers dumped
half ton bombs set for grass cutter action in supply bivouse
areas starting large fires. Dauntless pilots worked over
AA posits silencing all guns which opened fire, - Coast
watches saw two DDs approaching BUKA from east 0700 L (-11)
10th, Air saw two small freighters SOBANA ISLAND ninth.
Additionally sighted ninth. ¢ AK north BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT
8 AKs BUIN ORTLAND area. Photos ninth placed 51 fighters
KAHILI drome. Following from natives: 20 bombers being
repaired BUKA ninth. Last week's bombing killed 20 Nips
BUKA srea. NUMA NUMA natives being stirred up to hunt
whites chinese loyal natives, Japs agsin evine!ng interest
VELLA LAVELLA. Surveyed DOVELI COVE northeastern corner
island 7th and next day looked over BILOA area southeastern
VELLA possibly considering fighter strip site., Watcher

say large oil fire result VILA bombing AM 10th/.

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC, Info COMSOWESPAC, NZNS, ALL TFC*'S TOPAC.

Sopac activity 10th oentered KRUSSEL ICLANDS, At 1210 L
(=11) about 10 Aichi 99 dive bombers 12 Nagoya zeros at-
tacked islands were interocepted by local patrol plus
flghters from CACTUS, 1 Aichi ) zeros destroyed, At
2020 L (=11) RUSSELLS had radar contact 7 unident ships
north BAISEN Island. 25 minutes later saw guntire on
horizon, PT's despatched, Nil further reports as yet.
VILA strike 0745 L (-11) 10th was by avengers and daunt-
lesses with Wildoat esaort, 29 hig bombs in target area
started several fires, Navy Liberators haresaed KANILI
HUNDA VILA eerly 10th. Similar mission subdstituted PALLALR
for MUNDA early today llth. Photo flight to FWIIN area
1600 L {(-11) 10th saw 7 warships 7 merships,
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Marsh (acT)

11 0715

11 0720

11 0315

COMNORPAC

Days work March 10th from Comnorpacfor, Part one of 2
parts, All times ¥ (plus 10}. 8232 reported torpedoing

1 DD off HOLTZ BAY 2300 9th, Depth charged by another wish
slight damape., No further info, Weather lrlm re od
no new shipping BOODLE 1030 ATIU. 500. 38 weather plane
on way home attacked by 5 float fighters off JODLR causing
minor deamage. &4 FORMULA P-A0 at 920 dropped 4-300

24,-20 pound frig bombe sud base area ROO with hite
obeserved, New sudjeots, ot Ogliuge emergency steel
landing mat ready 11 March with balance of work comwnleted
in 5 days, B additional P-40's now based FORMULA, Pirst
photo negatives taken during larwe scale attack 11 single
float 3 double float mononlanes on beach BOODLE Harbor,

Not sighted by attacking nlanes, Weather menerally good,
3earches reported averaged 85 percent, Nerat ocontaets,

Part 2 of above, PFirst part is 110715, Gmor?noron
March 10th summery., 10 medium 6 heavies 12 P38%'s from
VENTRILOQUINT attacked BOODLE at 1124. 7 Lightnings

strafed redar installatione and nearbdy ack ack battery.

L, B25's followed dropping 4 half tonners on each radar from
deck level, Both targeta and 1 nearby AA battery hit, &
B25's smacked NORTH P&M) with two hundred 16-20 nound freag
and 35 - hundred pound demolition from four to five thousesd
feot practically silencing AA many hits seen. Immediately
thereafter & Liberators plastered main camp area with 36
half tonners, 3 buildings seen hit and smoke that area
afterwards, AA heavy against deok level attack but

weaker with attack on NORTH HEAD, 1 each Mitchell Liberator
Lightning and 7-5 minor damage Guaner slightly wounded,
All planes returned, All times plus 10)|.

COM3OPAC CTP COMCR . !

Task Force 1l Rear Admiral huog after completion of
scheduled exercises about noon 1l

with CruDiv 12 plus action DD's Rear Admirel Nerrill at
2000 GCT 156th posit 19-80 Scuth 167 Bast. CruDiv 18 depart
EFATE late afternoon 15th. Thersafter combine force under
Rear Admirel Ramsey conduct tactical exercise in aree north
of lat 19-30 South and West of long 167 Rast until 0300 00T
17 March, than Task Force 1l proceed to NOUMEBA to arrive
prior dark 18th. Cruliv 12 plus DD's prooceed to point P

to operate along F-Q line, :

146j_2
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SECRET

March (GCT)

12 1105 COM3OPAC to CTP 67, COMAIR3OPAC, COMDESROK 2] info CINCPAC etg.

14 0605

GHERN

Effective on receipt, This 1s Comsopac operation Plan 7=43,
Jap troop and logistic concentrations VILA STANMORE area
heavy. Continuous night reenforcement from BUIN-SHORTLAND
area indiocated., Additional information in dispatch to follow.
General task this force bombard and deatroy enemy troop cone
centrations at VILA STANMORE. Destroy any enemy craft en-
countered. Task Oroup €7,.,6 Comdr, McInerney in NICHOLAS
OBANNON RADFORD TAYLOR detached from Task Force 67 proceed
via north and east SAN CRISTOBAL in time arrive TULAOI noon
15th March for refueling., Depart TULAGI at moderats spesds
in time to pass through latitude 8-54 south longitude

159-16 east at 0845 GCT the 15th. Inorease speed to arrive
off VILA and commence bombardment at 1500 GCT 15th. Complete
prior 1530 GCT. Return via north of GUADALCARAL and north
and east 3AN CRISTOBAL to rejoln Task Force at point Q at
2000 GCT 16th. Task Force 63 Vice Admiral Fltch shore based
alrcraft GUADALCANAL area provide air coverage for T4 €7.6
from dayllizht March 15th until local noon Maroh 16th. Pro-
vide Black cata to Assist bombardment arranging necessary
liaison at TULAOI March 15th. 3Strike MUNDA and VILAs sunset
15th, Paragraph. Reference points as in my operation plan
5-45. Black Cats warned that unnecessary flying within gun
range Task Group seriously interferes with their mission.
Communications aa in my operation plan 5-43. TO Comrander
guard Task Foroe Commanders cirocuit. TG 67,6 becomes TG
18,6 at 1200 GCT the 15th. Comsopac at NOUMEA.

COMNORPAC CTF CINCPAC, COMNORWESTSEAFRON, COMIRC

b
Summary for March 13th, Weather (raln low celling some for) t
again prevented alr attack on BOODLE from VERTRILOQUIST. |
FORMULA closed in during most of morning also. Pew sesrches |
made in middle of chain and to westward averaging 505. Negat |
contacts. Weather plane returned early due weather. At 1418
¥ (plus 10) 12 P-40's from FORMULA raided BOODLE dropping 144
fragmentaries GSOTMAMP# area. Planes reported seeing Zeros
on beach as per photoe. All planes returned. MNo further
details available. New subjects. laying of Ogliuge mat
finished 12th. Arrangements now underway to lay additional
matting in order widén runway. 10 P-38's now based FORMULA,
Planes now based there are 31 fighters 4 mediums and 2 PBY'S,
Comnorpacfors., # A3 BROKE
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March (GCT)

13 2021 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF, to CINCPAC, CIICTANT,

For Admiral Chester ¥W. Himitz and Admiral Royal E Inger- |
s0ll, Comment is requested on proposal now before Joint :
Chiefs of Staff to provide officers with proper background

and training to be made available to theatre commanders g
where their operations renuire. These officers intended

to constitute a special staff and coordination and handling
all phases of radio and radar countermeasures including
jamming anti-jamming snd decention. Constitution of such
staffs would depend on theatre and mission and he flexible
in all cases., Tynical staff for landbased operations might
include representative of each service sufficiently con- i
cerned such as air, ground and signal, also naval opera- oo
tions and intelligence, Book message to MacArthur, Brereton, |
®isenhower, Andrews, Buckner, Nimitz, Ingersoll, Fmmons and
Brett. Proposal also includes similar provision small counter- |
measures staff for task forces and defense commands whenever q
contemplated operations make such desirable, It is not in-
tended that these staffs renlace countermeasures and deception
officers now reporting for duty staffs Cincnac, Uinclant and
other Tleet Commanders, Purpose of adding officers of other
services as desired for these staffs is to insure better _ ]
coordination where needed. Tarly reply by dispatch desired, '

i

16 0553 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info NZNB, ALL CTF 3rd FLT, COMSOWESPAC.

Ag prelude to surface shelling VILA STANMORE 12 S5BDs, 25
Wildcats hit MUNDA 1710 L{(-11) 15th., 25 minutes later same
number dive bombers, 4 Grumman fighters ralded VILA area.

12 1000 pound daigy cutters exploded each target aree,

After dawn 16th 19 more S3BEDs blasted VILA from low altitude
releasing bombs bivouac area. 1 additicnal Dauntless drop-
ped on INUNDA, Report of bombardment Task Group not yet in
but! indications mission completed as scheduled and search
Plane morning 1l6th reported VILA runway quote Terrible shape
unquote. Nip party at BANIU returned BUKA evenlng l4th.
Another group at KUNUA also north BOUGAINVILLE with possaible
RDF for coast watcher hunt, ANEITYUM in NEW HEBRIDES again
reports possible orange sub charging batterles off shore.
Thia times 0700 L 13th. Barge exploration VELLA contlnues.
"All search 15th saw only 2 small freighters BUIN area with
15~18 barges off KARILI, 2 Forts heavily harassed KAHILI
early darkness 16th, Intense searchlight activity encount-
ered 1 plane returned via VILA WMUNDA dropped flares bombs
got nil AA,.
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March (GCT)
16 0044 COMSOWESPAC CTF 7 CINCPAC, COKINCH, MAC

Joint Chiefs of 3Staff have directed sssignment 2 submarines
for 1 patrol each between MALACCA STRAIT and MARTABAR PAY to
sink enemy shipping enroute HANGOON for purpose reducing

enemy reserves preparatory ANAKIE operation. 1lst subearine

to depart at early date, Information that Japs send G or 7
supply ships monthly to RANOOON., Eastern Fleet submarines

are employed on offensive patrol northern end MALACCA 3TRAITS.
CTF 71 will assign submarinea for this task and direct depart-
ure lat submarine earliest practicable date 2nd sub rellieve

on station at end of normal patrol, Communicate iirect with
Commander eastern Fleet to obtaln additional information
desired regarding movements Eastern Fleet, Inform me name

veasel designated lst Patrol and date of departure by
pricrity despatch.

16 0811 COMNORPAC to COMINCH, CINCDAC, OTF 51, COMHNURWEIRAFLON, etg.

Results of field day 15 March from -vomnorpacfor, Part 1

of 2 parts, No UMNAK mearches due fog rain. ’'Testern searches
comnleted averaged 98%, All times W {4 10) unless otherwise
deaipnated, At 0G45 8 FORATILA P=98'A slapned TODLE with

13 quarter tonners from RQ000 feet and saw hits camp area, No
enemy nlanes in air or on water, All returned bhase without
damage, VIENTRITONITIST mission comprising ? heavies 6 mediume

12 P=3R's accomnanied by 1F-~5 photo nlane hit MDY at 1115,
Mediums on separate attack let NORTH 'EADL have 36 demolition

100 pound 216 frag 20 nound bombas, 'lits obaerved., AA lipght,
Heavies drowned 3-2000 pounders 1?2 hmalf tonners on suhmarine
hass from 6000 feet with unobaserved results an4 12 1000

nounders camp area hita ohserved, AA heavy GCUTH HEAL camp

area MORTH HEAD all hombera returned bdase undamared. 8
Lichtninza top cover L strafed beach, No enemy nlanes seen,

Ack mck heavy scattersd eome firins at top cover, 1 flzhter ;
engine causht fire pilot landed near RAT ITLAND, Rescue g
nlenes and DD sent covered by FNAMILA P=40'a, ™elieve rescue
accomplished., Final report later., Other VINTRILUQIIO

firhters returned base,

16 0817 Here is part 2 of Comnorpacfor March 15th summary. Another
attack made by 8 fORMULA Lightninga at approximately 1300,
16 quarter tonners dropped main camp and HCRTH HEKAD from
9,000, Results unobserved. At 130]) westhsr plane attacked
by 3} float planes, No damage., L P-L0's left f0B{ULA at
1407 to looate asove enenmy planes, No further detalls,
8ti111 another BOODLE mission departed VENTRILOQUI3T 1520
comnosed of 6 mediums 5 heavies 5 lightnings, No report
received of results, New suhjects. 332 off JACKIUT re-
norted destroying Item Class submarine at 0900 GCT on 1lhth,
No detalls mvailable, Doubtful sub contact at 0835 near
Lat 54 long 167, Planes and shins conducted search, No new
shipning seen BOODLE today,
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Mareh (GCT) )

16 2138

19 0532

20 0613

COMNORPACFOR to CG WDC, CINCPAC, CTP S5}, Coui)CH, gqto.

Add this to Comnorpaocfor 160811 and 160817 sotivities 15th
March, rd FORMULA mission 4 P4LO's took off at 1407 W
(plus 10) found no enemy fighters dropped 60 fragmentation
20 pounders 2 incendlaries on NONTH ![EAD. Lth POIAT LA
misslon 8 P38's 3 825's with photo nlane took off 1815
leaving 33-500 R:undera on BOODLE, Summarizing., In &
attacks from FOIMULA and ? from VENTRIIOQUIST total of

687 bombs weighing 100,080 nounds dropped on BOODLE., There
were 200 take offs and landings from fighter strip FORMULA,
Have reported separate despatch sinking of I class suboat
HOLTZ BAY by 3 32, Wew suhjeocts., Rescue mission found
P38 pilot on beach RAT ISIAND dead from drowning., PRY sug-
ceasfully made 1st landing and take off OGLIVG energenoy
emergency strip on 15th, Poor weather prevented ohbserva-
tion HOLTZ BAY and CHICHAGOF HARIOR by weather nlane,

AGATTU nepative. Photos taken 15th show 6 enemy vlisnes on
J00DLE RBEACH at 1115,

COMTOPAC to Com 7th FLT, lnfo ALL TFC 3rd FLT, COM )et FIT,

11 dive bombers with VF escort attacked VILA bivouac ares
late afternoon 18th dropped 5 tons high explosives. All
planes returned despite concentrated acourate AA. 3ingle
nip plane unsuccessfully bombed BLUZ DD and oiler enroute
AMPFRSAND from MAINYARD 18th, Watcher reports 3 barpes
losded with Jap troops and natives departed NUMA for KIETA
0930 love (-11) 18th, TULAGI had ocondition red night of
18th no report of damage., Morning searches 18th saw little
shipning WIN area, GROPER returning from patrol reports
counting 24 DD's in Tokyo Express run on 4th-5th February,

30 Jeps armed with mabhine gun landed DOVELI COVE VELLA
LAVELLA AM 17th.

CoM 3rd FLT to COM )st FLT, Info ALL T COMI, 3Ird FLT COM,eto.

Grumman fighter sweep 19th to MUNDA where earlier search
same day has reported 15-70 planes on eround, Found only
damaged airoraft, Strafed revetments, LAM ETI area, apd AA
posits sllencing 1. At 1650 (-11) 19th 9 33D's sombed VILA
with half ton Daisy ocutters, 2 BLUR nlanes hit AA fire

but all returned, Search 19th saw nip oamp BAMBATANA in
Southwest CHOISEUL 2nd ocamp 28 miles Northwest, Also 2
small groups tents near BAMBATANA, Dauntless on patrol
near RUSSELLY depth charged possiile sud 0730 (-11) 19th,
BUIN SHORTLAND shipping AM 19th was 7 vessels inoluding
only 1 poseidle warahip, 2 fortresses harassed XAHILI
BALLALE early today 20th, Another unsuoccessful bo-biﬂn_
attack by lone Nipper took plase forenoon today upon

YARD bound BLUE oconvoy east northeast of 3AN CRISTORAL,
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SECRET
aroe GCT

20 0237 CINCPAC to COMPOPAC, Info COMGEN SAMOA,

Present planned and future air operations from M"JA V'TI
expected oAuse enemy reaction apainst that exnosed nosil-
tion. Inoreased defenses partioularly antiaircraft es-
sential there., Urdis 132324 noted, 'lowever am request-
ing VOnnav send 8 90 LM and B L0 1P/ AA FIAMT] with fire
control equipment and lavy personnel for maintenance these
equipments, Desire personnel two »nroviasiopal comnanjes
FUNAIUTI be trained in operation 90 k! and LO ¥\ no as w

man them from time of arrival until regular crews can be
made available,

23 0341 CINCPAC to COLTATPAC, WTLIV 3 LESC IDANO, 70T id ', ete,

central Pacific Foroe under cormand “ice Admiral lesry in
IIEW MEXICO hereby organized as Task Force 50 Pecific ¥leet.
Initially comnosed of Batdiv 3 lesa IDAMU !8.5 VISDUHICUZ
SANTA FE PRINGLE BACITE CCHVERTZ STANLY, 3atships report
for thls duty immediately others when directed by Cincpec
upon completion navy yard work and type training under
thelr respective type commanders. Previous taakx group and
unit designations of mction addressees heraby cancelled,
Central Pacifio Foroe will oppose any advance of the enemy
in Central Paoific Area And will plan and train for of-
fenaive operstions in that area and for supnort of of-
fensive operations in contiguous arees,

24 0600 COMSOPAC to COM 1ST FLEET, info NZLB, ALL TP COMLRS 30PAC, etc.

2 Nip planes raided MAINYARD bomber strip. Alert from
232050 to 240017. No personnel casualties but bomb hit
runway others struck near grounded planes destroyins 3
Liverators 1 Fort by fire and damaged others, KNative (151
radio located Dovell Cove Vella Lavella, Bombardment VILA
160200 destroyed oll and shore dumps cesused Japs to withdrew
to bush north of plentstion. MNanagers house deatroyed,

4 Lightnings atrafed REKATA while another 4 acreened.

2 AK's 1 transport 1 AH sighted BUIN FAISI morning 23rd,
S3ame day 1 AK at KIETA., All times L (-11).
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GHER M

March (GCT)

25 0801

23 1930

23 1940

25 0607

24 2301

COMNORPACFOR to CINCPAC, COMINCH, CTP 51, COMNORWESTSEAFROM etc

2 missiona each from VENTRILOQUIST and FOHRMULA to BOOLLE
returned without dropping bombs due low ceiline solid over-
cast 2-3000. Snow showers middle of chain. Searches middle
and westward averaged 100 percent, HOLTS Day CHICHAGOF
SEMICHIS NORTH SHORE AGGATU acouted, Negative contacts. Ko
new shipping no enemy planes slrshted BOODLE. Crulser Oroup
comprisine SALT LAKE CITY RICHMOND 4 DD's coverine routes
HOROKMUSHIRO to JACK BOCT - BOODLE, Surmary March 22, Add{-
tional detail 332 attaok on I class sub ¥ar 15. Large
volume smoke seen above conning tower followed 6 minutes

later by disappearance sub, This followine sound of explo-
sion indicates destruotion.

GEN WDC 4Tt :

Most secret. CG 0317. Reference Cincpacs 230425 designa-
tlon of troops as indicated in my 172239 dlecuesed.

Today with Chief of Staff War who concurs. Therefore Army
troops reqguired remaln as indicated in previous dispatch,

This part 2 gf é parts gfr 231950, Request you issue joint
directive, roblems cated in Comamphforpac 190135 will
be adjusted locally. Most secret.

COM _3BRD FLT to COM 13T TLT Info NZNB, CCM 7TH FLT, eto,

3 fords 18 avengers raided =HIITILI, At 242035 forts un-
loaded 2 quarter tonners in revetment area, 3 avengers
followed dropoing total 3400 pounds hombs hivoume area
startine fire, 1L torpedo bombers then hit revetment area
with 1 6600 »ounds of hombs starting 4 fires. 1 avenger
dropned 12 century bombe on smell vessal unobserved re-
sulta, AA heavy also many searchlirhts., All planes re-
truend, Photon 24th show 15 dive bombers 35 3 V8 on
RIIIILI, Usual numbor planes other fislds, Barpe activity
NUMA THENAKAU ARINIA East Coast BOUGAINVILLE noted, AK off
TEZNAKAU at 24,1300, DD or CL plus 3 AK'a at FIIN-FAICI
morning 24th, MAINYARD a}ert at 250245, L (-11}) time used,

CINCPAC to CUMINCH, Info COMSOPAC, NOB AUCKLAND.

Do not agree with vomsopao 220107 for following reasons,
Arrivals of CA and BB floating docks in Sopac ares are
expectations not certaintiea, Floating dooks are always
vulnerable to attack both enroute end in harhor, If worst
should happen we would continue to have avallaosle only the

2 dooks for CA's at SYDNEY and a third of P9 size now build-
ing with reported readiness adout mid 1944, Uriginal recome
mendation to lengthen CALLIOPE dook was prenised as as-~
surance this work could proceed without interference ocon-
tinued operation thereof, If thie premise still holds which
Comsopac 18 requested to verify recommend that planned ex-
tension he undertaken at aarly date, 1.‘58 ;
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2L 0850

26 0740

26 0750

GHELEN

GOT

COMNCRPACFOR to CCMINCH, CINCPAC, CT® 51, GO GHWEUTUZAFHCN, et

Summary for 23rd from comnorpacfor, Foul weather resulted
cancellation attack missions from VENTRILLAUILIOST and limited
gearches middle ALEVTIANT, Western sectors averapred 110
percent including ohaervation ATTT AGATTU SmIICHIS, <Only
contact 1 Nakajima 97 southwest ODLE sighted by “atelina,
Apparently searching, Did not attack, PC'2ULA figher strip
now comnlete with sand and rravsel nurface and steel matted
waArm un nadas and diaperaasl standinga for 319 miscellaneous
standings, New estimate commletion date steel matted

homber atrip 200 by 5000 nlua some disnaraal is April 20,

COUARMITYING 1 to TONALAIRYIMNACPAC, Info CI 0 Aal, TUMAIHFTAC et

Comsopac has apnroved sstablirhmant under Air<onmc of ker-
ine aviation commend Sopmc¢ oonsisting firat !'nrine Alreraft
"ine, 2nd Marine Alroraft 7ing nlus such other Marine avis-
tion units serving Sopac under command senior Marine Avistor
Sonec, designation "larine Airorarft South i'mcific™ short
title "Maralrsnpae™, ilaruasst vou trke necessury steps plaoce
this in effect and obtrin nuthority to form affective 1 Aoril
"Headquarters Scuadron, arairasonac”,

COMNORPACKFOR to TINCPAC, COMTCVWTOTIEANIN, ClIlCil, ete,

Comnorpacfor sends }lst t of 2 rta March 25th summary,
CODLE attacks, From Foﬁ.ib'ﬁ;. Oghs W (4 10) & lightnings
in low level attecks strafed beach hangar and canp area
dropping 4 incendiary clusters and 2 quarter tonners, Uim-
nlete surprise no ack ack great mctivity personnel camp
area seeking cover while being strafed, 1650 W (4 10}
covared by B lightnings 3 mitohells dropnrd 12 quarter ton
bombs with hits main camp and on »each south of hangar,
Heavy AA 20,000 little seen 8-10 thousand bombing altitude.
cr 13 VENTRILUOWI“T liberators 2 turned back mech trouble,
1 hed rack feilure, Othars dropped 3 1 tonnere sun Hase
with hits, 256 century demos runway area with hits wesat
end and south salde runway, 34 centur’ demor North Head,

AA North Ylead end and North main camn. Tlight demmce )
nlana. Yhile returning thie minrion aishted 1 unidentifried
float nlane TRVILA I"LAND apnrox 1615,
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26 0800

27 0805

27 0810

GHELN

T

COMNORPAC to COMINCH CINCPAC CTP 51 COMNORWESSEAFHON ete,

identified as beginning of fighter strip. Upwards 500 fox

] rt of 2 5 + Pass to same adees.

00 weather and through chain variable during day scattered
anow squalls. BULDIR AGOATU negative. No new activity
SEMICHIS, Photographed HOLTZ and CHICHAGGP. 8 to 10 barges
CHICHAGOF, Encountered AA some from village on FOX HAR
upon which weather plane dropped 8 quarter tonners. Results
unobserved, Sighted 2 cross 1ined objects on northwest beach
CHICHAGOF. Too large for aircraft. No new shipping no enemy
DPlanea seen, 4 western search sectors averaged 500 milee from
VENTRILOQUIST., Other 2175. New subjects, 3-23 now returning
from patrol east coaat KAMCHATEA PENINSULA reports no contacta
except ice and RUSSIANS, Photos east arm HOLTZ bay 24th snd
25th reveal following, Additional 375 feet of rectangular
dltchea, These ditches extend B850 feet scuthwest from point
900 feet from beach. Additional grading observed between abowv¢
ditohes and those previously reported. Construction activicy
covers total length of 2400 feet, Construction definitely

holes counted in vicinity construction.

COMNORPAC to CINCPAC, COMINCH, COMNCTEITSEAFRCH, etc,

Surmmary March 26th from Comnorpacfor. First part r :
All times W (£10). Crulser Group SALT Eﬁ?‘ﬁﬂ"ﬂ%ﬂ%ﬁﬁ"“" i
BATLEY COGHLAN DALE MONOGHAN at 0803 made contact with two
Atagos or Nachis two Xumas 4 unidentified DD's 2 large AK'a :
or AP's 1at 53 long 168-40 east. About 0930 after concentrat-
ing McMorris engaged 1nitially at extreme TAanges couraes
generally northwest., Force Comdr suggested retiring action |
to allow opportunity off-setting enemy superior strength with |
air. Searching Catalines formed scouting line. 323 enroute |
base diverted to HOLTZ Bay CHICHAUOF Area. Crulaser Uroup ‘
courses from northwest to south to east. Surface engagement
broken off about 1220, Our forces then heading to eastward,
Enemy last reported 20 or more miles to westward, Ko further |
contact between surface forces, One enemy heavy crulser hit |
by gun fire and probably torpedo. Yaa firine only one turret
when engagement.broken off. Probably hits on one enemy light
and other heavy cruiser, SALT LAKE CITY received at least |
6 hits 2 below water line. Has speed 22, Oyros out emergency .

steering in use and flooding after engine room being control-
led with difficulty., Part 2 w by

1.

Part 2 of March 26 summary. BAILEY darmaged details,unknown.
COGHLAN director and radar out several injured, MONOOHAM

casualty to reducstion gear bearing 1imits speed to 25 knote.
8 Lightnings 3 Mitchells left FORNULA 1320 having been delayed
due installation bomb bay tanks bombers, VENTRILOGUIST planes
delayed due being already loaded with miecellanecus bombs for |
BOODLE. 13 Liberators 8 Kitchells off from VENTRILOGUIST 1336
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27 0Blo Scantlnuedl

1450 Catalina reported 2 transports course 270 apeed 10 no
position, 1550 position this plane lat 52-45 16C-55 east,
1505 another Catalina picked up 1 AK lat $3-40 16648 east

no course or speed given. All Mitchells and Lightnings
landed FORMULA 1905 to 1935. All Liberators landed VENTRILO-
WUIST 2030. Bombers did not contact enemy. Weather plane
scouted ATTU AGATTU 3EMICHIS KISKA. No contacts or new
activity. Weather middle chain blizzards VENTRILOGUIST to
westward frequent snow squalls,

26 0535 COMSOPAC to COMINCH info CINCPAC, NOB AUCKLAKD, COMSERONSOPAC.

Cincpac £42301 lengthening Caliope Dock could proceed without
interfering dockings of ships but with crane service only 1
slde. Manpower situation now considerable more acute than
when project was initlated., Prosecution of work would divert
manpower {rom ship repairs and tug construction., These ship
repalr facilitles now being utilized for vessacls including
combatant., Comsopac sends, Extent of work which can be dene
in short overhaul perlocd depends on number mechanics available,
WELLIKGTON floating dock capable handling heavy crulsers with
bow and stern overhanging within safe limita,

29 0635 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC Ipfo ALL TF COM S0PAC, COMSWPAC, NZNB,

7 Forts 5 Liberators dropped total 10,200 pounds bombs
twenty clusters observing shots KAWILi runway revetnent
area at 290410, All times L (-11), 1 Corsair 5 Lipght-
ninegs strafed float zeros FAITI seanlane base setting §

to 7 plenes afire at 290620, On return strafed DD 10
miles southeast of FAISI and left ship smoking, All planes
returned, Charlie William reports 3 rajd UGELI TDOVA
on 27th caused heavy loss of food and equipment, 2 9YLUR
fichters intercepted 4 Jan hombers 20 miles northweat
TINAFUTI RLLICE Group at 280954 shooting down one bomber
dispersing others, 3 DID'p 4 Al's at FJIN FAISI morning
28th, Same time 1 AX at TEOP northeast BOUGAINVILLE,
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25 1754 COMNHAVEU to COMINCH Info CINCPAS, £OTGPAC.

31 0635

Admiral Largenlieu has now confirmed information .-iven
nydls 112332 and nydis 211156 on instructions ,iven to
Governor Montchamps, DeGaulle and Darrenlieu have con-
firmed powers by letter and despatoh, First, Governor in
absence of High Cormissioner has full power to deal with
American command on all local matters, Sacond. !is nowers
are limited only by noimal French laws and reguluations and
by specific directions not to release ) named government
office buildinrs and specific military quarters, Third,

ile has full authority over communioations service which

has no right to inspeot or control his messapes. Fourth,
In any matters effecting Prench sovereirn rights and ocaus-
ing serious difficulties or disturbances in civil -onule-
tion Governor is advised to revort such oases to National
Committee, Admiral D'Argenlieu expresses full annreciation
of nroblems faced by U.3. Command and earneatly desires to
aid American forces in any nossible manner. IHe hopes
American Command understand Frenoch difficulties and nroblems
and will not ask the imnossible, Thias refers particularly
to housing orisis NOUMEA mentioned by MyDis 211156 and ocon-
fimed in my letter serial 0083 of 72 March.

COM 3HD FLT to N2hB info ALL CTF SOPAC.

Munda raid at 301500 by 16 Dauntless 23 Wildcats. 8 tons
dalsy cutter bombs fell on runway revetment arca northwest
loop and north edge LALNEBETTI starting fires. Livcht AA,

All planes returned. Blue plane over N'NUA following rald
says runway in bad shape, AK off KITTA at 301715. L (=11)
times used. Small AK at NUMA east coast BCSATNVILIE at
310830 another ship arriving from north. Schooner at
TERAKA BOUGAINVILLE, Large AK and 2 posalble corvettes

on easterly course 5 miles southeast OEMA Island at 311000.
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SECRET
T7 WAR 291803 WTJ WTO WVIN URGENT

3603-29th (March 1943) 291803
From: Joint Chiefs of Staff. ' '
To: MacArthur, Nimitz, Halsey. (All acknowledge recelpt)
1. The Joint Chilefs of Jtaff directive communicated in

Comineh Despatch 022100 of July 1942 is cancelled end the follow=-
ing directive is substituted therefor.

2. Command.,

(&) The operations ocutlined in this directive will be
conducted under the direction of the Supreme Com-
mander, Southwest Pacifiec Area,

(b) Operations in the SOLOMON ISLANDS will be under the
direct command of the Commander, SoPac Area, opsrat-
ing under general directives of the Supreme Commender,
Southwest Paciflc Area.

(¢) Units of the Pacific Ocean Area, other than those
a8slgned by the Joint Chiefgs of Staff to task forces
engaged in these operations, will remain under the
control of the Commender in Chief', Pacific Ocean
Area (C;ncpao).

3. Forces wlll be allocated for these operations as de-
termined by the Jolint Chlefs of Staff.

L. Tasks,
(a) Establish airfields on VIRIWINA and WOODLARK ISLANDI,

(b) Seime LAE - SALAMAUA ~ FINSCHAVEN - MADANG Area and
cocupy Western NEW BRITAIN,

(¢) Seize and occupy SOLOMON ISLANDS to include the southern
portion of  'BOUGAINVILLE,

5e Purposes.,

To Infllct losses on Japanese forces, to deny these
areas to Japan, to contaln Japansse forces in the Paciflc Theater
by maintalning the Initiatlve, and to prepare for ultimate seizure
of BISMARK ARCHIPELAGO,

6. Plans.

Supreme Commander, Southwest Pacifle Area, wlll submlt
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6. Plans. (Oont'a)

general plans inoluding oomposition of tesk forees “;IIOIOC and
timing of major offensive operetions to the Joint Sniefs of RNarr,

l'orogol direotive has been embodisd in Joint Chiefs
of 3taff paper BB%ID whioch has March 28th, 194), for its date,
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01 0621

31 0915

31 2025

ol FLT to CCM )3T FLT, ALL TFC SCPAC, Info SuM 7TH FLT,

During night of 3lat—lat'prowling cat oontacted enemy foroce
of 5 DD's 1 AK off 3outhwestern LULOMBANGARA returning from
VILA, Cat dropped 2 500's straddling 1 destroyer nlso
drooped flares then led Army Libarators into low altitude
attack. Results unobserved and later atrike during night .
fanlled to contact, Nip DD's 1laid smoke soreen while under
attack, Forenoon JOth 1 twin engine Nip bomber dropped
several bombs missing 2 BLUR YP's east of SA' CRITTU WL, i
S3D's with VP escort failed to find larse AK reported by ;
search nlane north northwest R7FATA 3lst, Hit SUAVANAU on

way back to base, WIIN “HONTLAND rhipning AN 3Jlat 5 DD's
1 AP 3 AK's 1 patrol vessel other smaller oraft.

COMMORPACFOR to CI'ICPAC

r.y . ) [EN Xy i + 4

CTF 51, COMINGH, COMMOWWE T MAFICN,

March 3Oth. All times % {£ 10), Attecks from FOR™'LA, &
Lirhtnings 1015 dropped 4 quartertonnere ., magnesium clusters
LITTLE KITKA from 500 to 700 feet. 2 missionn later in day
with results unrenorted, From VINTZILOMIICT. 1l1at mission

6 Liberators 6 !'itchells 4 Lightnings returnsd from 3UCGULE
vithout dronping due to weather. 2nd mission 6 haavies &
Lirhtninga 2 nhoto planes apnrox 1230 dropped 208 demo hundred
pounders from 2900 to 3300 feet enemy runway construction
east arm '!0LTZ Bay, Hits runway and tent area south thereon,
AA hoth arms TIOLTZ 3AY and CHICAGOF Harbor damaged 1 heary,

1l radioman injfured, 2 float planes on water southeast shore
CiICACOF, 3rd mission approx 1430 5 heavies 4 Lightnings
left 118 demo centuries main camp area fron 00 feet, 1
heavy shot down 100 yards east north head large volune AA,

Plene caught fire before breaking up and falling into water.
Part 2 follows,

Part 2 of ahove, More info attacks 30th from <omnorpacfor,
At epnrox 1510 W (plus 10) 2 PORMULA iightnings dropped 2

nuarter tonners 2 mag clusters through overcast on camp

area, Results unobserved but Adid observe fires burning

LITTLE XI®KA from previous attack. 20 houre ¥ in en ugusually
effective attack 6 FORMULA Mitchells at altitude 25 to 50

feet distributed 18 demo 300 nounders § quarter tonners as
follows., RDO stations, Radar “elieved destroyed. Tremsndous
exnlosion of smoke and flames sub bdase nrobablv oil storage,
Hangar and cemp area. “outheast end runway where 5 or 6
trucks observed, Ninety I emnlacenent near runway. Personnel
Seen and strafed all the way, et verr heavy ack ack, Battle
damage three planes one naking belly landing on partially

complete FORMI'LA bomber etrip, Personnel in‘uries two minor.
Thotos taken,

147S




SECRET

PINM
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27 1300

March
01 1245

02 0117

COMAIRSOPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMAIRSOLS, CINCPAC.

1s 2nd and las re 271116. This 1a most secret.

ra 3, 80 instruoted Comeirsol on 25 Februnts te
withhold day heavy bombardment strikes BUIX SHORTLAN ship-
Ping for present. Night horizontal bombing ineffective
this purpose. Weather has prevented low altitude attacke
since these conclusions reached and no opinion effective-
ness this form attack reached. Pare 4. Recormend as im-
mediate measure inoreased long range fighter strength by
requesting temporary transfer one squadron Lightnings
from SOWESPAC sccordence my 141341 and exchange of air-
planes or unita of 2 Marine Corsair e uipped squadrons now

(GC%S PEARL for Wildeats in SOPAC, End re 2.

COMIKCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC.

Hioom for Nimitz and Halsey only. All others do not decode
further, What useful purpoge is being served by operations
on scale indicated in Comtaskfor 61 despatch 2706208. To
what end are these operations a moeans,

CINCPAC to COMSOPAC

For Admiral Halaei only., Hicom., Reply direct to me re-
garding Cominch 011245, Para, M 241658 your 250618
concur paragraph 2 Turners CLEANSLATE Plan able four dash
four three but am impressed by large inorease in number of

. troops involved compared with number mentioned in conference

02 0455

January 23rd namely one raider battalion and part of defenss
bettalion., Request your reason for this expansion. What
are present proapects of commencing NEW OEORGIA operations
appreciably socner than ten April.

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC.

Most secret Hicom for Cincpac only. Operstions on scale
indicated due necessity strong protection of fighter field
which 1s being construoted as support for coming NEW
GEORGIA operation, and probatle extent hostile reaction
unknown at time of inttiation. Comineh 011245. Cinecpae
020117, Advancement to CLEANSLATE in excess of subsequently
determined actusl defense needs consists of troops and
material headed in proper direction and thus completi

first stage of next movement. I do not conslider CLEANSLATE
&3 anything but stepping stone for KEW GEORGIA selzure,
Furthermore this type operation with landing creft is firat
atterpted and its comparatively large scale btelieved would
give us invaluable experience and data needed for coming
more critical operations. Logistic limitations indicate
April 10 soonest practicable for large scale NEW GROROGIA
movenent. Reoonnaissance information still too meagre to
indioate feasibility infiltration.
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03 0,05 CTP B8 to CINCPAC. In:o COMINCH. CGMWESTSEAFRONI %9,

04 0341

04 0315

Most seoret. In view reduced shipoing availasility

to Comamphibforpac in Cominoh 042000 reoccmmsend con-
sideration be given to capture and ocoupation of
JACK30OT about 15 April or earlier if practicable in
order support air field to be constructed on %E%!!A
simultaneously with ocoupation of JACKROOT, s would
beat 1 way weather by providing airfield on either side
of a front moving eastward permitting more frequent
bombing of BOODLE, would permit searches to reach out
to westward to pick up enemy supoly ships, and would
insure reduotion of ROODLE unless relieved by strong
Tforoe from Empire, Request CTF 3 ocomment direct to
Cinopao info me, CG ADC conours,

GINCPAC to CTF 8 Info COMINCH, COMWEST ZAFHON, eto,

Most Seoret. Your 030405, Do you have means now in
hand or in sight to acoomplish nronosed task., If not
what additional means do you consider necessary, What
ars poraibilities constructineg lending field ATTU or
AGATTU, Lynd thought southeast end AGATTU looked good
from ailr, Have you sufficient hydrographic information
of area of oontempleted operations,

CINCPAC to CTF 8. (MOST SECRET)

Vour 030355 nepative, Operation does not uppear likely
to be profitable at present time. In addition see my
160455 Ootober muoh of whioh still appliesn,

02 2045 CINCPAC to COMINCH, Info COLICOPAC.

For Admirals King and Halsey only. Hi-Com. IHalseyv is
planning to take VILA M'™NDA with tarret dete 10 April.
Para, He plans use RUSIELLS aa jumn off for oush and
subsequantly =8 hase for landing craft moving by night
with supnlies and men in larre volume, Strongly held
fighter strip RUSSELLS reduces round trip CACTUD VILA
by 100 miles, ‘onour Halsey's despatch same su-ject,

04 1410 cOMINCH to CINMCPAC, Tnfo COMSOPAC.

Sopac 030057 queation adviea i lity on soore of time
required and workmesnship of having any but urgent
hattle damape repairs done in locality mentioned.
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05 0145 CIMCPAC to COMSOPAC Ihfo CRISTRONTOPAC, COMTERVMONPAC, eto,

Moat secret, Urqtgfb30057. Mavy yard PEAYL designated

for replacement (61.1) quads in Washington by ten forty
millimeter quade, -founts available now, Can underteke

work commenoing about 1 Anril oompleting in 30 dsys. !
Definite orders as to when ship is to be ment will be !

issued later, Do not desire this work undertsken in
Australia,

OL 2017 DETWITT (COMGEN WDC) %o COMGEMADC lpfo CIMICPAC, COMAMPHFORPAC.

Activity suggested by dispatoh Comtaekfor 8's 030405,

CG 0302, Desire your views pgiving full oonsideration to
logistioal plan .ased on atrength of ground and eir foroes
required whioh will se controlling factor. Your recommenda-
tlon on type and source of units, nlace of assembly, es-
timated length time construction field SB'YA and avail-
ability equipment for same, Clarification of details, :
including possibllity of providing the required navel sup-
port end strength of permanent garrison, essential prior

to submitting to Joint Chiefs of Staff for consideration,
Discuss matter fully with Admiral kinkaid and give me

your views as to feasibility initiation JACK XOT opers-
tion prior completion FORMULA occupation and construotion
bomber strip that place. Also inolude eetimate nresent
enemy strength on JACK BOOT, Juggest that if Cinopac is
favorable as result of reply by Kinkaid to his 04034l
Rockwell and 1 meet you and Kinkald at “IYKA for conferencs,

07 0103 CTF ¢ to CINCPAC Info GOMINGH, IOMTECTTNANKON, WOGEN %IC,eta.

This is part one of CTF R's 070115 in 2 parta, Handle as
most seorst, Recommended consideration of operationn
arainst JACK 00T oontained in my 039405 mrompted by “e-
lief that shinning now availaile Jomtaskforce 3 is in-
adenuate for COTTAGE, That short period of good weather
normallyv bezinning ah®out 15 Anril should he utilized fully,
That there is doubt about additional shinping belng avall-
ahle during such period because of demands other arees,
That in any event revision of estimate of foroces renulired
Tor COTTACE after effect NDLE alr offennive based on
FORMULA becomes apparent will oome too late to nermit
undertaking COTTAGE hefore surmer fors set in, In view
above conBlder recommended operation effective subatitute
at thia time., Barring major enemy counter action sroposed
operation can be accomplished with foroes available »lus

certain edditions to ships now at Rockwell's dianosal as
noted in part 2,

Hote: Part 2 follows on next page.
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07 0115 CTF & to CINCPAC, Info C?MNOWESTPEAFHOHLﬁEEQ‘

Most secret 1s this part ? and final of CTF R's 070115

to same adees, Renlving specifioallyv to Cincpac 040341,
Assumntion is assume about 500 Japs are on JACKF YOT,

No coast defense zuns and only few AA guns mounted in
NOLTZ-CHICAGOF area. “SARANA MASTACHE and T@OAS BAY 3
believed not defended by shore batteries. Fossaiosle

mined particularly “ARANA, Estimate 1 reinforced re-
#iment including mountain artillery from 7th division

now heing trained could effect Initial landing and og-
cupation JACK ROOT., 4 APA nlus 2 or 3 AKA should suf-
fice. Reserve and marrison to follow promptly, composed
troops now this area and using Amy transportation. Jee-
bees or Army Engineers now this ares oould build landing
strip on SIFMYA in about 3 weeks, UlEMYA preferred be-
cause of flat terrain, easy approach for planes and quick
construotion, Photographs indicate fighter strips ocould
be constructed JACK BUOT hut more wor'k required and less
desirable in thick weather due high hills in vicinity.
Air field ahout 9000 feet can be bullt ARMLOCK but presents
difficult engineering problem because of rough terrain.
Total of 3 or 4 cruisers and 2 or 3} battlenhipe with 2
8nuadrons destroyers shodld suffioce or for escort, bomb-
ardment and covering force, Recommend that Joint Staff
under Rockwell be direoted ftudy detailed requirements
and make nlan. Expect hombher rield * igrTa be ready by
middle May »ut operation should be undertnken sarlier in

order not waste any good weather, Mokner conecurs in
fFeneral,

06 2147 COMAIRPAC to CINGPAC info NYTNPAC,

Comsopac 070450 and 060317 Sominch 051315. Auxiliary
carrier can move onlv about 1500 shin tons careo due to
restrioted hold space and limitations on total welght capr-
ried on hangar and flicht deoks, dmalovment to help move
ACORN would be inefficient and is not recommsnded, Reocom-
mend auxiliary carriers assigned to combatant servioce but
not immediately-reauired “opar Ye sent to yards for material

imnrovement and then emvloyed accordance my serisl 00172
of 3 March,

1479



SECRET

PIND .

March (GCT)

08 0052

07 2353

09 0812

10 2038

10 2045

10 2049

COKSOPAC to COMINCH, Info CINCPAC, COMAIRPAC,

This is most secret, Planes requested my 261022 vital °
for April combat operations and air logistic support
thereafter. Desire maintain 60 this ares., Request

that number be dispatched earliest precticahle,

CINCPAC to COMINCH, Info COMSOPAC,

Urdis 051315. Employment ACV to move ACORN 5 considered
inefficient use because of restricted cargo space thip e
type and not ¢oncurred in. Recommend smployment PRESIDENRT 1
MONROE and MERCURY as planned. Pare. Decision on employ- ;
ment 12th Defense Dattalion must be withheld pending declaton
possible other operations to be reached at forthcoming cone-
ference. Recommend Airdrome Battalion now treining San

Diego area be sent Pearl to complete training when shipping

available, Para. Comsopac 1s requested to advise Cominch
info Cincpac on questions raised last para of reference
dispatch.

COMBATDIV 6 to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH, CINCPAC, COMBATPAC.

il T el N T

Handle as most secret, In view prospective abasence
WASHINGTON during April to receive 40 mm guns in accordance
Cincpac 050145 Combatdiv 6 sends and recommends postponement
formation Batdiv 8 as proposed in Cominch 071646 until
arrival 3QUTH DAKOTA at which time he strongly recommends
Captaln Glenn B, Davis be ordered as Combatdiv 8. This
recormmendation based upon personal observetion charscter
and abllity Captain Davis and his performance of duty as
Cormanding Officer WASHINGTON during past ¢ months includ-
ing night action 15 November,

COMGEN WDC to CINCPAC, C MAI™MHTGKPAC, JTF R Info 36 alC,

I have received a communication from ConGen aix recomnmanding
gilmilar action and in peneral agree., Reference Part 1
number 070103 and Part 2 number 07115 of Comtaskfor 8 to

you relative proposed JACKA0OT operations., This is part 1

of 3 part dispatoh signed Cen De.itt CG /X and 4th Army
Presidio of SAN FRANCICCO,

Part 2 of above, 0O CALIFOIMNIA CG 0304. ‘ith your com-
ourrence 1 pronose & meeting in near future of Comtaskfor
8, Comamphforpac, vomgen ADC and myself at [ ITh.A or other
convenlent place for nurpogse of agreeing on details of
Staff for action and unon which Joint directive can be
based, Part 3 of 3 part dispatch 102038, Do you agree.
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07 0911

08 2126

11 1221

GOMECPAC to COMIINCI info CINCPAC,

Hi-Com, Situation hers Cominch 172028 Pebruary marked

by desire Prench Governor cooperate wt blocked hy Jar-
renlieu adherents, Instructions fiven Montchamp by De
Gaulle as indicated Cominch 221540 and vomnaveu 221843
Octoher were evidentl: not adenuate to convince lLontcham»
hls continuing authority to nepotiate locul matterns,
Possibly those instructions diluted in delivery by local
Darsenlleu representative who alone holds codes, bhontchmmp
considera reference Dargenlieu necessary on nany rel.tively
MINOR items, Dareenlieu re»slies dilatory and genernlly
obstructive and antl American. Request presentstions
direct to De Caulle to secure reissue gensral authority
Fontchamp arrenge direct all local matters and specifio
authority turn over Naval rschool building to Conmsopac,
Montohamp will welcome these instructiona., Request advices
instruotiona resultings to check acainat dilution in del-
ivery here,

COMIMCH to COM US MAVAL FCRCE™ {'PIPYE Info CIMNIPAS, COMTIPAZ,

Thie 18 '1Com, For Admiral Stark only, ‘leference Comaopao
07011 which is “eing nadded to vou, Make necesmary rep-
ragentationn to DeGaulle to rectify unaatirfactory aitua-
tion,

COMINCH to COMGEN WDC, CI "CDAC COMNESTU EAFRUN
Most Secret. Raference CTF 8 030405 Joint Chiefs of

Staff look with favor on this move provided it can be
accomplished with means Cincpac oan make availadle and
those previously made available to Commanding Generel
Western Defense Command for COTTAGE., No inorease in ship-
ping now available to the Amy for ALASKA run can be made,
This communication sent at this time in view of short
time remaining available for preparation >t is not to be
& directive to execute operation. It im a directive to

plan and train therefore. Emplovment of old battleships
for bombardment purnoses approved,
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13 0247 COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC,

Urdis 122140, This 1s most secret, Mydis OLO601 to
Comsowespao, Quote, Pasns to MagcArthur, Present plans
contemnlate selzure NT4 GQRORGIA scommencing tarcset date
April 10th, This disoussed with Kenny Jutherland, Al-
though antiolpate requesting vou for limited air action
against SHORTLAND FAISI area do not consider assistance

from you on major scale will he required. Ilalsey, Unauote.
No renly recsived,

CTF SOMSD

{1 3. GIiPAC,

13 0103 CINCPAC to COMGEN WDC I

In view of Cominoh 111221 conour your 102032, 3 part,
13 0125 CINCPAC to CTF 8, CTF 3, Info CO WDC, SOLWESTEAFK BT, 2%40.

Most seoret. Cominoh 111221, In collanoration with Coagen
WDC plan and train for JACK X0OT on bamis move commanded

by CTF 3 until smnhihioua ~hese ocomnleted, 1f operation
ordered it would be under CTF 8 general direction. Train-
ing along lines Cineopac 090342 January taking into seoount
reduced effort. Surface forces to he made availavle by
Cinepac follow in geparate despatch, Jongen WD oonourrence
this deapatch requested,

13 0151 gINCPAC to COMINCH, info CTF 3, 8, SOLWISTURAKION, eto

il

Most seoret. Cominch 111221, CTF B8 070115, >an make
avallable for JACKXOT operation Batdiv ? comnosed
PUN'T"LVANIA NEVADA IDANIG. Crudliv 1 less RALRIGH plus

TALT LAKE CITY, Desrons 1 and 14 totalling 16 destroyers.
APA HARRIS JP BELL ZBILIN FEVW/H0D possibly DCVEN this on
assumnption you do not order additional transfers to lantflt,
Three AKA ¢oan be made avallable onlyv by diversion from 3o-
pacfor which 1s poasibly acceptable in view delivery in
that area of 9 partlally converted type EC-2 freighters

hut reparding which decision held in abevance pending
decision of form spring "NLOVNIT ocampaipn ir to take. Only
altarnative for .JACK QT 1# to substitute for .¥A suoch as
are ready of the 8 EC.? frelshters ordered fitted out for
NTS service and all avallanle Amohornao 1L.3T, Trensfer of
Nesdiv 27 from Bopac acceptasle due conalderanle number sub
chasers and sound eacuipped mineswesepers now reachinz that
area to augment antisu'marine esoort faocilities, =Xarly
decision required in this respect permit Desdiv 27 proceed
ALASKA with equivalent of tender rerfit at PEARL enroute,
Further intend organize task foroe composed DT VISTORIOUJ
SANTA TE PRINGLZ BACHE CONVIRCE STANLY with U,.C. Flag Of-
flcer in SANTA FE and train this force in Hawaiian Ares until

JACK00T is well in hand as emergency reserve against un-
foreseen eventualities,
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11 2332

14 0413

13 2210

15 2215

13 2219

COR U3 NAV FORCES EU to COMINCH info COMSOPAC, CINCPAC,

Urdis 082125 replying Comsopac dispatch 070811. Degaulle
oxpresses regret at delays in meeting requests of Ameriocan
authorities at NOUMEA. Instructions are bel sent to
Governor NEW CALEDONIA to place Naval Scheol 1lding im-
mediately at dlsposition Comsopac. National committee will
13sue new instructions defining powers of Governor to nego-
tlate local arrangements with American authorities. Wwill
inform you of these inatructions when issued.

COMSOPAC to COHBWP&C info COMAIRSOPAC, CINCPAC, COMINCH ete,

On elghteenth or first night thereafter weather permit (thie
is most secret) Sopec alrcraft acheduled to lay aircraft mines
BUIN area within 20 fathom curve from vicinity MOILA Point to
POPOTALA Island to vicinity east point with rendom drops
inside this line as situstion permits possibly repeating
succeeding night or nights after first operation. Mine arop

to be supported by Sopac bombing and strafing. Will proceed
a3 above unless it conflicts with your plans.

COMGEN WDC to CINCPAC info COMNORWESTSEAPRON, CTF £. CTF 3,

Understand from your dispatch if operation ordered Comtaske
for 3 will command all forces, surface alr and ground, until
landings completed after which command will pass to Comtamsk-

for 8, This 13 book message, Cominch 130125. CG 0308
planning,

This 1s part 2 of 3 parts our ¥30 NBR 132210 3top for opera-
ation ang EraInIng 05 troops earmarked for operation to con-
tinue as at present stop if this understanding correoct 1

concur your dispatch stop recormend operations officer Come

taskfor 8 remain available to Comtaskfor 3 in SAN DIEGO as
long as deemed necessary by latter in connection

with preparation of plans for operation. Thig is t 3 !
S _parts our KS@ NER 132210, New subject. ‘Tf! arrange for .
conference Rockwel) Xinkaid Buckner and myself at KOLUIAK
immediately after conference of Admiral Rockwell and nyself
with 3pruance,
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1, 2135 CINCPAC to COMGEN WDC, info CTF 8, 3, COMNORVWESEAFRON, COM-
. . MINCH,

Your 132210 three vmart, CTF 8 will have supreme command
and direction entire operation. Under CTF & CTF 3 will
command all amnhibious operations until landing completed
when troop commander takes over command ashore and con-
tinues under CTF 8, Otherwise vour understandineg correct.

12 2204 COMINCH to CINCPAC, Info COMEOPAC,

This is most secret. Effectiveness of operations and
availahility of suomarines indicate desirability even
necessity to form a tactical groun of 4 to 6 submarines
trained and indoctrinated in coordinated action for opera-
tionsg such as now set up in “OLOMONS to be stationed
singly or in groups in enemy ship apnroaches to critical
area as in BOUGAINVILLE MANNING INDIZPENSAJLE STRAITS and
glant or southward of 3OUGATHVILLE Island or between lat-
ter and NEW GEHORGIA

14 1507 COMINCH to CINCPAC, lnfo COMWESTIEAFION, etc,

Your 130151 approved except for withdrawal of AK's from
Sopac, War Department and DeWitt investigating means of
furnishing AK's and expect answer 15 March,

15 1620 COMINCH to CINGCPAC.

Utmost Secret. For Admiral Nimltz only. What conclusion
if any have you come to about maintaining a Task Force
organization in Central Pacific ares and what are your
views about who shall head it, Part 2., Assume you have
noted RI indications of concentration in SATPAN area such
as preceded MIDWAY attack last June.




SECRET

16 2217

17 0157

16 2223

PINK

GG

CINCPAC go COMINCH Info !I-QOM,

For Admirel King only. Your 151620. last aentence my
130151 is first move to estaslish & GCentral Pacific Teek
Force under Leary to which the NEW MEYICO MITSIN]IPPI would
be added, On completion JACK OT would also add IDAIW
PENNRYLVANIA NEVADA, DEmnlovment R°SEX or strenath from
Sopac would depend om your decimion of prospective Sopao
operations Hut consider it unwise to so split forses that
enemy can defeat us in detall., Para, My nresent esstimate
is thet enemy will not operate in north or central Pecifio
except to make raids in foroe on our nutlying nositions,
There is possibility but not onrobablility of simultaneocue
rald on MIDWAY OAHU YIJT line and in Weatern ALTUTIANT,

This stresaes need for ample air strength at outnosts, Would
expect total rajiding force maximum strength annroximately

3 CV 203 4 CA nlus soreen, Pars, It is still within enemy
capacity to repeat MIDWAY type operation ere in ventral
or North Pacific with approximately 5 CV 3R 6 CA plus
screen and train, As I estimate enemy now on stratezic de-
fensive Tastern Pacifio line sugh an operation only nos-
gible &and not probable,

CINCPAC to JOINT CHIRFS COF JTAFF.

Most seoret. Consider it desirable that Commander Pacifie
Ocean Areas have availa®le to him necessary offlicers and
men to handle proposal vour 132021, vonour in general with
viewa of basioc princinles this subjJect held by officer

whose signal number is 405 and who left PR‘”‘\ror Washingtoa
by alr March 15th, :

CINCPAC &~ 777

11 inplement

ated action
which 1a»
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17 1900 COMGEN WDC to CINCPAC, COMAMPHFORPAC, CTP 16.

Authorization of JACKBOOT operation is subject. C0O0310
our number. Refer Cominch 111221 and Cominch 141507.
Based on these 2 radios recommend you request Joint Chiefs
of Staff 1rmediate approval for JACKBOOT operation stating
your request has my concurrence and with tentative target
date May 7th. This action essential in view of short time

available for preparation in order take advantage favorable
weather,

17 1910 This part 2 of 2 parts our rad 171900, Assuming Joint
Thiefs of Stalf approval am sending by separate dispatch
suggested Joint Directive to be iassued by Cincpac and

Comgen WDC. Have informed War Dept. that logistical support

for JACKBOOT oprns can be furnished from shippinc available
this Cormand,

17 2239 COMGEN WDC to CINCPAC Info COMPHIBFORPAC, CTP 16.

Joint directive is subject., This 1s follow-up on my dis-
patch 171900 and 18 moat secret. CG 0311, Part * of ; parts
172239. Recommend you 18ssue following as Joint directive
from Cincpac and Comgen WDC, details concerning Naval Porce

to be filled in by Cincpac. Objective. Reduction and

occupation of ATTU and occupation o HEMYA at earlieat prac-
ticable date. Pa 7 ts.

Purpose. To sever ensnys

/'~ llnes of comrunicatlon by selzing and Eofaing ATTU. To deny

- SHEMYA to the enemy and construct airfield thereon for air
operations ageinst enemy forces, to render KISKA untenadle,
and to create base of operations for possible future reduc-

i tion and occupation of KISKA., Task. Task, to land on ATTU
followed without do%%ﬂ by landing on SHEKYA. Task B, to
reduce and occupy A « Task C, to occupy SHEKYA and build

{Q airfield thereon. Pa 7 parts. Compmmnd. Suprems

-3 Corriand Comtaskfor . omamphforpac to operate under CTF 16

}\ and cormand amphibious operations until landing completed.

k Army Cormander Comgen 7th Division with 2nd in command to be

S designated by Comgen WDC, Pur& 4 %g 7 sgr;g. Porces Assigned
. Navy: Task Force 16 plus blank, Army Forces, asssult,
; reserve and inltial occupation troops: Ausauit on ATTU 7th
i Division combat team consiating 17th infesntry, 1 Bn fleld
artillery, 1 Bn combat engineers for shores party, 1 battery
AA automatic weapons, 3 detachments 75th Special signal

3 company, 1 company 7th Division organic combat engineers,
\ 1 medlcal collecting company 7th Divieion. Pa 7 .,
- % Platoon 7th Division medical clearing company, §3tteﬁi£nt

eadquarters 7th Division medical Bn, Detschment 7th Division
/ quartermaster Bn, Detachment 7th Division organic si '

gnal
2~ _company. Initial occupation SHENYA 10th Combat !hslnoornv”,
from IEIKT- r 7 part. Ploating reserve to be held

aboard ship r:g men combat team consisting of 32nd In-
fa with reinfopcements similar to those for 17t t
1n3f22te above, Sgrrllonl or ATTU and to Eo II'E,

nated by Comgen WDC and to include 17th Infantry combat
32nd an.n€¥§ combat team, 78th CA AA and 2nd EK 501st CA BL.

(Continued) 1493
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17 2239

12 0105

18 0126

18 0146

18 0335

COMOEN WDC to CINCPAC {(Continued)
Part 7 of 7 part dispatch 172239. Target Date. 7 May 1943,

Reversion of Command. Command of Arnmy forces less aircraft
will revert to Army when senior Army officer ATTU and SIUENYA
inform Comtasklor 16 Army 1s resdy to take over. Code name
Blank, This ends suggested Joint Directive,

CTF 51 to CINCPAC Info CTF 16, COMINCH, CONGEL TIC.

This 13 most secret. Your 130209. Follow!ns submitted as
partial result plars now in prorress. Para, Strategical
considerations, VOLUELE veaches, scarcity scrcen and combat
loaders preclude simultaneous assault JAZXBOOT and occupation
VOLUBLE, Latter being considered as senarate phase to follow
JACKBOOT oocupation and to be shore to shiore rioverment. Para,
Lack of AK's and attached landing craft will result Jeopard-
i2ing assault operation. This to be continued in a later
dlepatch,

Part 2 of most secret 180105. Only landing craft avallalle

00T appear limite ose carried force APAa. This con-
sldered critical, Present info ships ALASKAL run are un-
satisfactory as substitute AK. 1 or rmore following, apeed,
cargo capacity, troop capacity. Pura. Aside from 2 LST's
now enroute GOOSEVIING 1st LST availsable duty Comamphforpec
will be april 9th 2 others May 1st and remainder later,
DOYEN probable date readiness not before 15 ¥ay. Para, 3rd
and final part later.

ord and fina* part of most secret rro% CTP 51. Reguest
reconsideration assignment o s this force. Require
minirmm of 1 with 2 highly desirable. Also considering i
normal escort regquirements in GOOSEWIXNG, Task Force 51 needs,

and screen VOLUBLE operation request Info nosaibility assign
1l additional Squad DD,

GOl _3RD FLEFET to CINCPAC info SOMINCH, CTF 72,

CONINCH 122204 in 2 parts and fron 2 viewpoints, This s
Part 1. For general operatlons am in thorourh accord with
principle and have utilized !t when knowledce enemy movements
and avaeilability submarines permitted, Ky 3041€ of October
and 102350 and 140740 of November based on such conception,
kid January lined up SWORDFISH FAUTILUS GATO for TRUK-3HORT.
LAND and it worked &lthough resultec vacatine other fertile
areas. Having such a gEroup to rove PALAU-RAFA'L and THUK-
RAFAUL routes or where convoy alr coverave is thin and subs
can pursue to destruction would be 1deal. lotable examples
effectiveness 1 sud wolf pack against slow CONYoya are
WAHOC and TRITON performances. Handle this as most secret,
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12 0337

1/ 2203

18 2031

19 0300

1R 2333

Part 2 of Comsopac 180335 to seme addees, Comment Cominch
122204, Another story is operations in confined waters
where sub activity soon reveals prescnce and location, si'r
cover prevents surface chase or surface escorts keep sub-
marine down while target goes over or around. Javas campal.on,
Dattle of lidway and Tokyo Expresses show relative ineffect-
lveness submarines, one or many, against hirh apeed radical
zlzglng men of war with or without surface and slant or ailr
escort., If Cominch has in mind projected operstions and
comtemplates use of submarines againat enemy offensive holA
to opinion that Jjudiclous positioning of subs {n probatle
active spots most promlsing of success, In any event em-
ployment proposed tactical group not practicaeble untll and
unless additional submarines avallarle Task Force 72,

CIMCPAC to CCMSOPAZ lnfo to CLIMINCH, CAMVGMN TATLSPT,

This is most secret, 7th Bomber Command nlans davlipht
strike from FUNA FUTI on TARAVA and MHAUMU near future,
Inform Sir $hilip Mitchell if strike made o)Jectiven will
he enemy militery installetions and works useful to enemy
taking precautions to 4o minimum damage to neatives,

CLNCPAC to CTF 16 Info COLGEN (C, CTF 51,

Most Sgoret, In view vour 070103 request comuent _TF 51
180105 regarding Naval forces required. Alisc see ’omgen
YWDG 172239 and 171900,

STF 16 to CINIPAC info WUCKWELL, STF 51, LeulTr, vib,

foat Secret, Comment requested on Uincpac 1R20)1,

Strongly concur Comtaskfor 51 180105 reparding Naval foroes
required, Because of scarcity soreen and landing craft it
is highly desirable consider occoupation VGIU 1LY as separate
phase to follow JATN3COT nromntl as shore to shore move=
ment, 1 or more AllAs seems essential, An additicnal
destroyer squadron would make the difference bSetwean opers-
tins on a skimny minimunm with no reserve for hrenxdowns

and operating with adeauate screena

CIMCPAC to CTF 16 Info CCMTIMTH, UG DG, OTF 81 ST 52,3,

Most Secret. OTF 51 1P0l105. Destrovers for .JJ.ilY L.OT opera-
tion will not be increased over mydis 130151 (130209},
Minesweepesrs and lesyers now In Task Foroes 16 51 renaln so
assigned throurshout opermtion, From here and hased on cal-
culated risk it looks like routine escortineg is excessive,
Supgpeest early orlentation availanle forces includine con-
centration Desron 1 on Neat Coast and movement Desdiv 27
from PEARL direot to ALTITIAMN® when ready about six April.
To this end Comtaskfor 16 hereby authorized dirsolve Tesk
froun 52,7 and order it report for duty in either Tesxfor 16

{Continued) 1488



SECRET

Maroh !GCT[

18 2333

18 2011

20 0147

19 2345

PINK -

CINIAT to OTF 26 Ipfo to *™MOINCit, oo, TV 81 T3 ¢2 3.

or 51 effective lmmaedintelv, arn, 'larificoution r=itum-
tion reapect to freirhteras »oth convo mnd comnat loaders
expected from Sominch per his 141507 unleas wmgeen ..o

171910 §s to he ascepted as connlete anawer this nuostion,

vIiiPag to CCMINCH Info %o O i, T 16, 51,

ke

Hlost Tecret, Un basls ships my 130151 nplus lowistic asup-

port Comeen «1J 171910 which 13 beins passed L0 ou recou-
mend epnroval JAll X7 on lines Comren VUl 170236 also !
passed, DUeWitt concurs, Tentative tarret date May 7th, ;

CIHCDPAS to JNUSCPAC, lInfo S(IIINCII, AT VAc, SIS, gtg

1 am in general accord with views expresaed your 180337
however it is desirable to »lan and train ror coordinated
subnAarine operations so that we can take advuntace of
opnortunities presented, l}ost secret, 3Such trainine should
include eircraft ruhmarine cooperation when nowmsisle. :*lans |
regarding TRUK PALAU LABAUL routea alons lines you supggest

are in prospect but operations nust await further increeses
submarines, Plans will renquire cooperation along squetor
between Subspac and Subswespac, These will he forwerded you
when complete. Cominch 14,1927 atates submarines Y PAZ will
be lncreased to ?4 by MNovem>er, 3elleve further additions
will be made hefore end of year,

SOMPUIPAC tg CINCPAC info C.) CPAS, CultU 3o, )

1 '
PAC,

Handle as utmost secret. Reference Cominch 127704. Subs- |
pac are trained and will intensify treinine for operstions |
of type mentioned, For use in present areas around Emnire |
and Mandates assignment of 2 or 3 submarines to en attack
group in llkely locatlions awnits only avalilability of suf- |
ficient submarines. This mav be mchievad by ‘entember, PYor |
use in speclal operations such as examnle given in reference I
tynlcal operation nlans and orders are being prepared, >om-
munication and special tvpe operation orders are chief nrobe-
lens, During darlirht submerrence avallavility of high

nower low frenuency shore radio is necesuary to deliver
orders etc, to suhmerged reception coll of suonmarines. iince
telephones removed from submarines they will have to use
radio for contact renorts etc, or reinstsll Ti:'s. Do not
plan hold group trained for such special operations in »ort
but submarines now avajilable enroute areas or at bases will
permit movement of L to 6 submarines with ta:tical commander
toward port nearest to contemplated oparstion within 24
hours, +ould send tender to sane place in order supnly 81
vovAre repelrs and logistic needs prior proceedins to ltlg
tions. I submit that use of any coordinated atteck group

in operation such as example given must be prediceted upon
agsurance that sufficient tarcets will bhe present to insure
fﬁgg%tiiggﬁTensurate with of fensive nower of submarines thus



SESTIET
March

19 0135

18 2000

21 0242

P1KK

2T
STF 51 to GINGPAS info 3C i3, ITT 16,

This amplifies my 180105 and Jominchs directly to ‘omaen
‘iastern Uefense Command 172234, .Apree in senar«l with
assignment of arms Torceer hHut sugeest directive al.ow

ad justment, partiocularly of resimentel reinforcing units,

to meet reaquirerments final tactical nlan.  An recormanding
to Jomlen Western Lefense Command that ? aquadrons gliders
be made avallesle. I’nra. <Jonsider 1 regimental combat

team should be held VIUTR. OUUILT as rainforcement, iiot
practinal use this team ns floating reserve because emoarked
civilian manned Al's with no suitable fucilities unlomding
and with no landins crart, Also lack of Acreenma A soverning
factor, Dara, Abllity to reet pronosed target uate de-
pendent unon followine: (A} Zatisfmetory solution AJA
problem. (3) Provision of necessarv tues and oaries for
VOLURLY oneration., () Avallenility of shinaing to nove
ahove reinforcement combat team from CAM LUIIITS0 a wut

16 April,

S(MINCH to CINCPAC, Info TINCT.OT,

For Hi%om only, itequest vour comment on contemplated as-
signment of NEZVADA to atlantic and to your assl.nment of
PENUSVLVANIA to your operational trainines commend for gun-
nery and other training functions. Jontenrlated assign-
ments would leave availanle for comsat asrvices 3 TLANS

2 CALIVCRNIAY and avantually 3 U GHATLT A NOHTE AL LINAL
3 10VATY or B 0l1d and 9 new 13%a,

CINGPAC to COMINCH Info GINCLANT.

HiCom renly urdis 182000, 3oncur excent reassi, nent
NEVADA PUNICYLVANIA to he deferred until complation JA K-
00T oneration for which those shirs have heen trained,
Tatimated reassisnment date 20 Mav, lloted that TALIFC (NIA
and WETT? VIRGIMIA will prohably not be ready unti{l near
end of vear, "hen will “C''TY DAYOTA mnd .. LAZAMA arrivs,




SECRET

March (GCT)

22 04,00

23 04LZ5

22 1939

256 2109

CORSOPAC to ADMIRAL NWIMITZ, ADLIRAL KING,

From Comsopac for Admiral Wimitz and King only handle as
most secret. Your 202057 cruiser destroyer patrol being
maintained to protect heavy traffic moving toward GUADAL-
CANAL from possihle surface raids and to prevent enemy
bombardment of RUSSELLS which are considered highly vul.-
nerable until airfield completed and defenses consolidated.
Current freauent bad weather makes timely detection enemy
force at BUIN unreliable and ESPIRITU SANTO entirely too
far to permit interception of a bombardment force, This
employment considered to afford realistic wartime training.
With completion RUSSIELL Field about April 15 propose to
discontinue regular patrol HAT RLOCK.

CINCPAC to CG WDC Info COMIMNCH, OTF 16, 51, COMVWEELAFRON, etc.

Joint Chiefs of\Staff 221939, As result your conference
with Armyv request appropriate modification your 172239.

On receipt this 1nformat10n T will fi1l1 in blanks and is-
sue as our Joint Directive., Assume you and Rockwell will
be able to solve problems mentioned. his 190135.

JOINT CHIEFS OF 3TAFF wvia COMINCH to CINCPAC, CG WDC,

Info COMANSTSBAFRON, COMNOWESTSEAFRON, CTF 16, COMANPHFORPAC,

In view of indications of development of airfields in ATTU
by Japanese Joint Chiefs of 3taff desire LANDURAB opera-
tion be undertaken as soon as practicable, Refer Cominch
111221, Para, 2. Army considers forces set forth in
Comde General Western Defense Command 172239 too great

and are in direct conference with DeWitt on this matter,

CINCPAC to COMSOPAC

For Admiral Halsgey only. Hicom. Presume you have considered

maintaining a cruiser destroyer group in Port PURVIS to
accomplish objectives your 220400, Present air strength
in the area plus ship.AA should provide acceptable defense

agalnst enemy bombing and the anchorage affords much natural

protection from submarines. Another but less consideration
is the resultant reduction in fuel expenditure. What is
hat block.
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MOST SECRET
From: Jolnt Chlefs of Staff. (232357 of March 1943)
To: Cinepac action,

Conmgopas info.
(MacArthur has),

1, Army ground and Army alr forcesg addltlional to thoae present
and enroute am of March @ith are to be moved to the South Pacific
and Southweat Paciflc Areas Iin accordance wlth schedule given in
Following paragraphs.

2. South Pacific.

A:, 2nd Quarter:

Air Forces =
Increase both heavy bomb groups to 4 squadrons
12 planea each., Incrsase medium bomb group te §7

planes, two trpop carrler aguadrons 13 planes sach, =

Increase photo aquadron te 13 planes,
B, ard Quarter:
Alyr Forces -
Increase night fighter detachment to agquadron
12 planes, one observatlon squadron 21 plenes.
C. 4th Quarter:
Air Forceg =~
Inerease both flghter groups to four squadrons
25 planes each, one photo asquadron 13 planes,

3.  Southwest Pacific.

A, 2nd Quarter:

Oround Foreces -
One division infantry (lst Cavalry)

Air Forces =~
Inerease medlum bomb strangth.to 2 groups 57
planes each, DPring light bomb groups to 57 planes.
Inerease night fighter strength to 2 aguadrons 12
planes each. _Incresse present troop carrler
strength to 3% groups 52 planes per group.

D)
kS *-,:




B, 34 Quarter:

around Forees -
One infantry divieion.

Aly Poress -
Mhnv;'bﬂm;: .. bl‘:
Mdm' ?‘m-'u'.
YPOOp Sarrier grewp ¢« Imsreame
present chssrvation » b{‘m of
sbout 84 planes. Inereass photo Dlane s
to oW group.

0. &th Quarter

4. In addition %0 initial equipment preserided adeve, & L JE
reserve of 888 in the ares planmed. lmtnu‘nﬂ

attrition is plamed at of imitial o::zp-nt por month emslu-
sive of transports. Ae Sransport losses will be replaced.

8. Distribution of forces indisated adove bBetwessa BSouth
and Souttwest Facifis 1s tentative and sudbjest %0 poesidle we-
adjustments. In addition % major units noted herein, the move-
ment of suppording and servies units and replecessnts tc Seuth
and Southwest Pacifie 1s plammed,

€. Pollowing Sotal shore and Sender based maval aireorefs
squadrons to be deployed in BOPAC Dy end of perieds indisated:

A i benbers 8, 118 Desbers 10
% m{u:;.:::a::&xwo.’m

NMedium bosbers 4, 1ight bowbers 10 fighters
4, yavrol plames 7, phote 3,

Nedium bombers 6, 1ight benbers 18, fighters
18, curriere 4, patrol plames O, pheto 8,

f
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PIXK

‘o M m - {
Fatrol planes 8, ocbservation 1. !

B, 3rd Quarter -
Fatrol planes 4, cbservatiom 1.

R X Ly g T

Patrol squadrons 8 inolude

10, In oonourrsnce with the unanimous recommendations eof
staff representatives, Joint Chiefs of Staff de ire the early
development of air bases on KIRIWINA snd ‘lomax Islands.
South Pacific and Bouthwest Pagific etaffs E. that air dase
oonstruotion on WOODLARK should be acoompli by oonstruetiem
battalions from Scuth Moific and aireraft complemsnt fer this
base be provided by Comscpas.

11. Prewaill on here indicates desiredilisy of defer-
;13:3 am.om opsrations or other major opsrations in

8ibly after seisure IAR and have been effeeted.

peningsula
omments of this deferment desired from astion and informasien
addressess.

12, Oinopsos occxments alse invised regarding redeployment of

Facifio Fleet unite in evemt of pretracted defeormmnt of offen-
sive operations in the SOLONONS,
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SECRET

Harch {GCT)
24 0230 COMSUBPAC to CINCPAC

24 27203

23 2357

28 0137

Cincpac 232139. Cominch 141927 March which was considered
satisfactory by Comsubpac provides for bulldine up of sub-
marines S8owespac to 24 by November, With present transfer
of SILVERSIDES and DRUK to Southwest immediate transfer of
4 additional subs to Southwesat in accordance with desires
of Com 7th Fleet 220503 March would cauee critical loss to !
this force. Unless Cominch consliders military situation

in Southwest warrants immediate action desired by Com 7Tth
Fleet, urgently recommend that no more submarines be trane-
ferred from Task Force 17. Present number of operating
submarines this force insufficlent to keep important and
frultful Empire areas properly filled, Alsc desire to
augment own force in order to prepare to carry out opera-
tions desired and necessary in Cominch 122204 March.

CINCDPAC to COMINCH In Cor. _27TH FLEET  CIl'SY PAC

Most seoret, Your 221938 do not recommend increase of
suhmarines to Sowespac beyond those provided for your 141927
at this time. 2 submarines have heen ordered to ranlace

the CRAMPIZ and AMBERTACK., The transfer of 4 more to the
Soweapao at this time would result in en undasiradle deoreans
in the present insufficient number of sumarines on patrol

in the imnortant and fruitful Emnire arees. As additions

are made to Subforpac in the coming months it srobabl will|
be posaible to comply with the desires Com 7th 7Tleet 220503,

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF six part.
3ee separate carbon pink attached herein,

COM3IOPAC to JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFP Info CINCPAC

Concur major cperations againat NEW GEORGIA by SCPAC forees
be deferred until commissioning WOODLARK air base (If recon-
naissance proves feasidble to build) and that these be con-
ducted oonourrently with SOWESPAC large ascale operations
against LAE and HUON PENINSULA, Will start WOODLARK recon-
nalssance first week April unless otherwise directed.

Fropose to continue pressure on NEN GEORGIA (VILA MUKDA
principally) by air attack, occasional bombardment, mining,
and the use of troopa for raids on outposts and for tnfiltra-
tion as further development of enemy strength and intentions
may indicate. If as & result of pressure continuous combat
reconnalssance indicates Jap 1s withdrewing forces from

NEW GEOROIA or 1s being so weakened that VILA MURDA can be
taken without major operations and can be logistically sup-
ported and bullt up by us in strength for operstions against
BOUGAINVILLE, propose moving ahead. This {s utmost secret

f
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MOST SECHET

TZ WAR 291803 WIS WT0 WVIN URCENT

: 3603-29th {March 1943} Jes 291803
(CARTWHEEL )
j From: Joint Chiefs of Staff,
: To: HaoArthur, Nimitz, Helsey. {All aoknowledgs receipt)

1. The Joint Chiefs of Staff directive communicated in
CominCh Dispatch 022100 of July 1942 15 cancelled and the follow-
ing directive i substituted therefor.

2 Command.

{a} The operatibns outlined in this directive will be
: -conducted under the direction of the Supreme Come
mender, Southwest Paciflic Area,

{b) Operationa in the SOLOMON ISLANDS WILL be under the
direct command of the Comaunder, SoPac Ares, operat-
ing under general dlrecstives of the Supreme Commandsr,

Southwest Paéitlc ATer.

= {c} Units of the Pacific Qosan Area, other than those

asaigned by the Joint Chlefs of' atalrf to tmsk foross
engaped in these operetions, will ranain under the
control of the Commander in Chief, Pacifle Oecesn
Area (CinCPac),

3. Toreces will be ﬁllocated for these operations as de-
thhlan by the Joint Chiesfs Staf'fr,
L.  Tasks.

(a) Establlish airfields on KIRININA snd WOODLARK ISLANDS,

(b) Selze LAE - SALAMAUA ~ PINSCHAVEN -~ VADANG Area and
occupy estern NEW BRITAIN.

(o) Seilze snd occupy SCGLOMCN ISLANDS to ineclude the southern
nortion of BovaﬂthILLE.

B Purgosas.

Te Inflict losses on Japanese foroces, to deny these
areos to Japan, to contaln Jepanese forces in the Pacific Thester
by meintaining the initlative, and to prepare for ultimate selzure
of RISMARE ARCHIPRLAGO.
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timing -uuwuggaln.qnmnnnm-to|moauun.&u:ﬂnmrauar.
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THIS IS A JOINT DIREOTIVE ISSURD NY CINGPAG AND GOMGEN WDG PARA X
OBJRCTIVE X REDUCTION AND OOCUPATION OF ATTU AND OCGUPATION KOST
SUITARLE AIRPIRID SITE IN NEAR ISLANDE AT RARLIEST PRACTIOAMIR

DATE X PARA X PURPOSE X 0 SEVER EMEMYS LINES OF COMMUNICATION 90
WESTERN ALXUTIANS X 70 DENY THE NEAR ISLANDS 70 THE ENNMY AND 70
CONSTRUCT AN AIRPINLD THEEEON FOR AIR OPERATIONS AGAINS? ENEMY
FORGES X TO KENDER KISKA UNTEWARLE AND TO CREATE BASE OF OPRRATIOND
FOR POSSIRLE FUTURE REDUCTION AND OCCUPATION OF KISKA X TASK AFFIM
70 REDUCE AMD OCOUPY ATTU X TASK BAXER TO OCOUPY THR MOST SUITANIS
AIRFIELD SITE IN NEAR ISLANDS AND BUILD AIRPIELD THEREON X PARA X
COMMAND X SUPREME COMMAND GTF 16 X COMAMPHFORRAC 70 OPERATE UNIER
QIZ_16 AND COMMAND AMPHINIOUS OPERATIONS UNTIL LANDING PHASE
COMPIETED X ARMY COMMANDER COMGEN 7TH DIVISION WITH 20 IN COMUAND
TO HE DESIGNATED BY COMOEN WDC X PARA X FORCES ASSIONED NAVY X
TASK FORCES 16 AND 51 X PARA X ARMY FORCRS, ASSAULT RRSRRVE AND
INITIAL OOCUPATION TROOPS COLON ASSAULT ON ATTU 77H DIVISION OOMBA?
TRAM CONSISTING 17TH INFANTRY, 1 BN FIELD ARFTLLERY, 1 BN COMBAT
NOINEERS JOR SHORE PARTIES, 1 BAYPERY AA AUTOMATIC WEAPONS, 3
DRTACHMENTS 75TH SPEOIAL SIGNAL COMPANY, 1 OOMPANY 7TH DIVISION
ORGANIC COMBAT NNOINRERS, 1 MEDIOAL GOLLECTING COMPANY 7T DIVISION X
1 PLATOON 77H DIVISION MEDICAL CLEARING COMPANY, DETACEMENT NEADS
QUARTERS 7TH DIVISION MEDICAL B, DEPACHMENT 79% DIVISION QUARPER.
MASYER RN, DETACHMENT 7TH DIVISION OROANIC SIONAL COMPANY X INTTIAL
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==

OOCUPATION SELRCTRD SITE IN REAR IRLANDS 18TH COMAAT ENOINEERR? FROM
ADAK, LTH INFANTRY OOMPOSITE RECIMENT FROM ADAX X FLOATING RESERVE

1 REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM CONSISTING OF 3J2ND INPANTRY WITH REINFORCE-
MENTS SIMILAR TO TROSE POR 17TH INFANTRY INDICATED ABOVE X GARRISONS
FOR ATYU AND SELECTED SITE IN NEAR ISLANDS T0 AE DESIGNATRED BY
COMGEN WDC AND T0 INCIUDR 17TH INFANTRY COMBAT TEAM, 32ND INPANTRY
COMBAT TEAM, 78TH CA AA AND 2ND BN 5013T GA AA X PARA X TARGE?T

DATE MAY 7, 1943 X PARA X REVERFION OF COMMAND X COMMAND OCCUPIED
AREA WILL REVERT TO ARMY WHEN SENIOR ARMY OFFICKR NEAR ICLANDS

INFORMS CTF 16 ARMY IS READY TO TAKX OVER X PARMNE.J0RE-NAMD-POR-
~ENITRE OPRRASTON-RIZTTIOOUEE X
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SBECRET

Maroh (GCT) ;

30 0325 CINCPAC to COMINCH
An sending Desdiv 27 leas KEDVAILS anout 8 April, SANTA FB
and TDUARDS ahout one week later, lLinkald has been told
to move up Ratdiv 2 and 4 DD from Coast if desiranle,
Ho other reenforcement avallahle except rrOnAﬂopac and
there would be 24 days before arrival ALT!TIAN', This
an answer to your 292003, This is suner seoret,

30 2013 S1NTCPRAS to CUITTUPAS lnfg_;OFITGH.
Joint Chiefs of 3taff 291803 what is your estinate of
Pac Tleet forces required prior to and durin- these
operations, Overall Pacific situation makes it neces-
sary to nrovide additional strength in %th lJentral and
North areas, I do not belleve that nlanned 500N lea
operations will nin enemy fleet to that area,

01 011l CUI'SCPAC to CUICPAC Iq{g_CCKIHGH.

PINK

Estimate Pncific Tleet (most secret) forces renuired in

ToPac Area porior to operationr raferred to vour 302013

should be not repeat not less than those now asnivcned, At
present time one battleshin 3 crulsers 14 destroyers & LkiGts
and 3 APD's are under overhaul and these f!sures will fon=
erully apnly until middle of Liar, Thir vitally necessary
overhaul program after nrolonped conbat opesrations, olus
recent withdrawel of 1 destrover division for .'E. il CAN
FRWICISCO esoort d.ty, reduces task foroes present to such
extent that except in emersenocy 1 crulser ta:k foroce on

oan be kent in readiness to puard supaly lines to HUSTEL3

and GUADALCANAL, <onvoy eecort rust he rmaintained, and

until overhaul schedule is completed other task forces

must be exeroised singly in rotation with light screen re-
maining destroyers in training at sea and in landing exer-
cises for forthooming mejor operations, As result of fore-
rfolng status strongly recommend azainet additional with.
drawal of units at this time unless Jap action necessitates,
Consider at present time (due to movement of major forces

into TRUK) he is pinned for any major operation to the
SOLOMONT™ NREW GUII&A area, By harassing hin until our ma jor
operations ere initiated I feel we can keep him occupled

here in larre part. %hen major operations commence I estimate
we will need the additional battleship and 3 carriers enroute, |
renlacements for hattle damaged cor.isera now under Havy Yard
availabdllity, another squadron of destrovers, At that time
anticipate our progress up TOLOXON" and VaoArthure forward
rovement to NEW BRITAIN will provoke strong Jap reactioa

necessit~ting superior U.". Forces to inrure success of both
movenentsa,
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0

31 0313

31 0322

PINK

: L
act

CTF 16 %o OINCPAC, Iafo COMINGH, OTF 51,

CTF 16 reglm Cinopao 290031, Most Seoret. umﬁtm
are that Japs immsdiately will try again to get supolies amd
Teenforcements into JACKBOOT - BOODLE area and will contimme

tﬁ-ﬂf until definitely and fully stopped and drive out
ALRUTIAN Chain, W of my 310322,
Bach attempt will ¢ in greater strength and next at-

tempt may inoclude battleships, possibly backed up by ecarrier.
Due battle damage and operational oasuslties strength our
surface foroes at this acment reduced to point that seouti
line to westward oannot be maintained and main reliance

be nlaced on air., RICAMOND DETROIT at VENTRILOQUIST 2 DD's
at FORMULA ocan de seat out in emergency. Withim week expeet
have 3 additional DD's available,

Final and 2nd part of my 310322, Most seoret. Reenforoemsats.
Rockwell has been requested send soon ms possible 2 B3's with
4 DD's, 3rd will be requested when soreens aveiladle., Need
Tor carrier not felt at this time but do need dive bomder and
torpedo planss t0 base at FORMULA, 1 or 2 CA's while not es-
sential after BE's arrive are highly desirable t¢ inorease
freedon of movement of oruiser foroce. DD situation acute aow
and has always been difficult, 1 Squedron in addition de-
stroyers now assigned and contemplated would relieve continuous
shorvage this type. 2 fleet sudmarines highly desiredle

could use 4 to great advantage. "hen surface and smphibdious
operations are undertaken in KURILE ares additional forees
will be required, Strongly urge that 100 peroent reserve
orews be provided for all planes llth Alrforce in ordsr maine
tain maximum pound of KITKA and ATTU, 100 percent reservs -
in fighter planes 50 peroent reserve in bombers are
necessary to meet operating oconditions this arsea,

dsor
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SECRET
April 1st. (Oahu Date)

Thirteen VF attacked a small AK off VELLA LAVELIA during
the day. The scheduled bombardment for last night of the VIIA-
LUNDA area by units of TF 18 was cancelled.

Cominch has approved the withdrawal of 3 CAs and 4 DDas
from 30PAC to reinforce NORPAC,

Cominch 011310 directs Adriral Hanlsey to confer with

General liacArthur regarding proposed operations in the SOLOKCKS
SEA Area,

CTF 16 proposes the uss of fleet subs -- one off PARAMU-
SHIRO and one off the east coast of INAMCHATKA, I!1s 020400 pink

gives an outline of the employment of surface {orces cduring the
LAYDCRAB operation,

It 13 possible that Cardiv OKE !s {n the THUK area,

=
April 2nd. (Oshu Date) = ﬁ;ﬂ:
During the night 23 April (~11) two CL and 4 DUs of TF 18

presurnably made a sweep for enemy vessels in the KCLA GULF ares.
o results were reported. A SOPAC plane reported sinking an I-clawss
enery aub with bombs off the BUIN area at 1647 (=-11) April 3, The
fast BBs under Rear Admiral Lee will put to sea tomorrow for three
days runnery tralning in the South COBAL 3EA,

KISKA was attacked by ¢ VF from AMCHITKA at 1005 (£10)
and agaln by G VF at 1240 (£10). At 1255 (£10) 5 heavy and 5
mediur bombers from ADAK attacked the KISKA area. At 1730 (£10)
10 heavy bombers from ADAK made s calculsted rmn attack on KI3KA,
These"calculated run" attacks cannot be expected to produce rond
results, Even using a bombaight the planes have had 11ttle success
in knockine out enemy installationa.

The WICHITA, SAN FRANCI3CO, LOUISVILLE and 4 DDa under
Rear Admiral Giffen are expected to sail lrom the SOPAC for PEARL
to reinforce TF 16 about April 7th. In his ?_‘t’w pink CTFP 51
makes recommendations on the employment of BHs for the LANDCRAB
operation., Rear Admirsl Rockwell wants the PERNSYLVANIA as his
flagship. Admiral Kinkald feela that such employment unduly
restricts that ship. Also, CTF 16 does not see the need of the
NEN¥ MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI, at this time, for the LANIDCRAB operation.

- A conslderable move of enemy alr toward the 30LOMCHS 1
indicated. 3izable alr attacks are to be expected {n the near
future. Com 7th Fleet reports positive evidence of the enemy o
employing acoustic mines off BRISBANE, S,




TLCET

April 3ra, {Oahu Date)

STF 18 made sweens in the llorth K. 3. .21.. aran on
nichts 2-3 and 13-4 April (-11) with nerntive results, Adniral
‘Inlser has ordered these nirht operations to ~ontinue intil
further orderu, On the 9th (=11) .tenr Admirsl Yearrill's crulner
rroun will <over the laving of & mine field off ! .. L. "L (A,

The fine nerformence of the ..10G in tinking 37,000 tons
enenty shinninge in the YLIIUW Jea 1s deserined in ™ 17.1.2 gluguu,

Comnorpac two part 032100 is en operation sumnAary for
Anril 2nd (4 10),

Cinepac 022341 pin< river mdéitions to liorpa:. or ror
the LANDJRAR operation (3 CA, 4 DD, 2 ).

Indications of major eneny air activity in the ¥ Lii.i N,
5ea area continue, It now swems srojasle that our nositions will
be attacked about April 11th (-11),

e o
April Lth, (Oahu Date) -

All Prcific Ocean arsmss were niulet, lomsenue . 5u6Gl9
€ct 0 X

1ndefin1tnly.

+

; 3 1 H Tl
vesterday has been nostnoned

AJIGARA mentioned

Cinl Jowesnac area renorts renarkaocle success in nir
_Attacks on ener: ships at IAVIiliG on Anril 3 and 4 {(-1.}. The
reported bas is 1 3A and 1 L sunk:; 1 Zi. or DD probanly sunk;
2 DD badly demared, The attacks were diiring darkness and -‘ade

from low levels, - some being skin hombing.

Bad weather caused the cancellation of uir Activities
in the ALYWITIAM?, The refloating of the NIDLLLET ! continuaes to
be delayed hv weather,

Adniral 'limitz is exnlorine = redenloyment of the
Paclric "leet which involves moving all "= And V3 to the len-

tral Paciflc, This nlan when evolved will e sent to lomrinch
for coneurrence,

There were no new enemy developments, CAJJ\/
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SECRET
April 5th, (0Oahu Date)

CTF 19 has been ordered vy Comsopac to bombard the Vilaa
KUiDA area the night of 7-8 April (-11). On com-letlon that
force will retire to ESPIRITU SANTC. Today 6 SBDs with € V¥

covering bombed VILA.

Cincpac will hold the 12th defense battellion et PEAHL
until 3CPAC plans for its use crystalize.

IDAHO and NEVADA will proceed from the 3AYN PELRC ares
Lo the ALEUTIANS April 7th (£8). FExcept for the NARWHAL and
LATUTILUS which are belnr sent to CTF 1€ as troop carrlers, no

Plert subs will be rinde avallahle for LALDCRAD,

Sopac staff officers arrived at PEARL todur enroute
south from WAZIINTTON., Views recardin; the presert and future
SCPAC set-up were exchanged today and further inforrml dlscus-
slons will take place tororrow.

It now appears probable that the enery will cenduct
offensive alr operations ir the SCLOLCHNS SEA area Aprll lath

(=11). CLH v

April Ct: (Calmi Jate)

F)
i3 e

AL QCLL(-11) ™th 14 515, 4 T, 11 attansie A,
at ILiG(=11) eh 0 SED, O TR, 12 VY attacres RLUATA. A trent
2it destrore? 1 4-encine Tivine toat, AY 10050ail) tee e
Liree enery pianes dronned Poibs n the Dlvenas arce ue ALAL -
‘olAly Daviete wasg slt cht,

Jurins the lotter nart of the rorr's. 't was enpned nt
Phallll that eneny alr was exnected te attoar oop shipnin . and
realbions in the TUALALCAUAL area cormerctne 'r i eHriy wliter-
naon.  This information was passec Immediately te lemgorac, As
& resnlit all major sitnnlnc In the in nl 2h' Al ares wha ~rlicred
to sall ot once toward LIPINITY JANT(C and - rerp ahinnin: wan
or<ered to takecover, The mirin: srotect at NCTOY T 0h A was
cancelled and Crullv 12 was orderel to wlth .raw, The sche iuler
tombarcment ir the VILA arca was cancelled nng —¢ 17 was nriered
to a patrel statlon to the southeast of the SCLOICS, TFs 1¢

and 14 were ordered to proceed to the JCHal 3Fa scuth of JUALAL-
CALAL,

At 1530(~11) April 7 the AARCHL Akl wh'ch was racortir.
two L3T from the RUSSELLS recelved two

hits and one reur riss
from enemy dive tomhers. The shlp was taken in tow Yy the GUTGLAL,
tut sank about three houra later off TULAGT. At 1445(-21) April

“th enemy air attacked our shinning off TULAGI s'rxine the MOA ard

dama-inz the FALA'VIA , and8f, ERSKINE:HELPS. Cff the north coast
of VALALCANAL the TAPPAHANNOCK and WCOLTORTH were attacked hy

seven planes but no damare was done,

1504
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SEUHET
Anril €th., (Cahu late)

246 enenmy VF were reported 'n the northern 53CT(HUN3 tolay.
Comsopac uryges an air attack on such a fine tarset,

A vossalble enemy sub was renorted by s search “lune at
P01 (£93) today 105 mtles tearine 400 from OAKU,

In the ALEUTIANS Army planes attacved KISKA at 141¢, 141.,

and 16550 10) todew. b
- o -
Anril 7th., {0ahu Date) -

Task forees 10 and 1li, ure cneratine anout 250 n'les
south of GUVADALINVIAL,  TH 15 {8 operating ennroxinntalr 1o niies
northeast of 77 10 and 14, TF 17 is opersntine nadout 304 ~iles
gouthanst of "UADLLUAIAL, Nnemy subnerines are halieved to ho
in these areas in falr strensth., Enery reconnuissnnge -~lnnes oan
resch all of these T™ onerating areas, Heyond sevaranl ~r.isers
and destroyers, no enemy surfrnge strengsth 1a believed south of
the enuator and there ir no indieation that any annracinnle supr-
face strensth intends to move toward the (.0 I Jen mren in the
near future, Adniral Tlalsey may have information not uveiluile
here unon vhich he has based his nresent denloyment, ot -nowinf
his rensons, we are unable to understand this denlo:tient,

Comnlete results of the eneny air raid on our shins in !
the GUADALIATAL area have heen renorted as follows: :

Own :
ARG 1A - Sunk |
CAITALTIA -  Sunk

}.0A - “unk

EATUINTE PRI oD - 3adl: damared

AIHARA ~ Damaped

TARTIE LT - Minor damnre

TADYLITCOY = “trafinr darasre

OO TY - Strafines damare

7 V@ - .Dat

Enemx

33 - 34 nlanes - Destroyed

e From the a’sove it is seen that our alr strenrth in the
SUADALCANAL aream cannot nhrevent serious losses and dana.e to our
urfaoce foroes in thoue waters,

Of 12 TBF on a strike at “A'ILI at 0420 (-11) anril Rth,

seven are nissing, &M

150¢
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T2OT
Lpril 7th, (Cahu bDate) {Continued)

The GUDATIN arrived at oT ATLY yestarday frosm natrol
in the T.VA 'em and renorted sinkine ahout 29 (00 tons eneny
shinnine, Iincludine a larse naval tanker,

On the 7th ({ 10} had wenther hualtoed all .7 Jo.o! aire

onerations, The ! ILOLLENI wag revloated anril 6th {4 10 and
will he towed to ’ﬁﬂ“"';nx;u

Lxeept as noted ahove, there ure no indlentlions of
anerly orfencive operations anrwherc in the vuciflc ceun areny,
lievertheless, it econtinues to be with'n enemy. snnaaaility to

ke raids in forze on our JILVLY - 07 - ThY e, .
S G
April fth, (Gahu Date) *

The Pacific NDceen Area:r were nqipt todn,  md wenther
halted air operstions in the AT TV o nir strikes were
renorted in the "CLOM(M:

Sopac task forces are overAtincr A3 shown vedtapriny ex-
cent that TF 1R has been ordered to 7 '.-17T7 "N,
Admiral alsey 1s withdrswine " s and Vs from Ul ale
+a'liL as nracticable and aandine L5 V' from the 170\’ I Y and
VIATIAINC to MUALALLSTAL to meet an sir raid nrmested {n that aren
the 10th (-11),

In his 082215 »ink lincpme ralses the fque:tion of orernt-
ine nmjor tasx forces as at nrogant (see clatris.tion noted
vesterday)., Jomsopao 070601 ls Admiral misay'n renly,

Admiral ''alsey ir proceedine nt once Lo survwey Lhe
Tea:iihility of an early nove into the il - (.20 aren, -
presunably by-nassing [IDA,

The TilXIl, which has seen on patrol in the aras ne-
tween a34UL and the PILIILS, is over due and sresuned iost.

The TU'TTY reported 7 hits in 2 .:7s off T.4°%

dothine new was learned today concerning the denloy-
ment of najor enemy forces,
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b SUET
Anrll Qth, (0Orhu Date)

Yajor U2 AL tasX forcea continue to onpernte in the

ah
northeast JL0GAL Tes ares, llp turrets for these shins cun e

deen fro: here, Had weather in »oth the L L2 1° ‘en Alen nd

In the JLIUDLLY anused the anncellqation of offensive wlpr vnera-
tions,

The 2Na U5 reported havinge suik nn i=1200

Jlaar wneny
Hikg o' the ..orthemst coast of

Gadl GRLGTC Wlooat 1100 2T Mth,

The PCMIANU renorted two noasinle hits on a !V off the
enst onat of TN

. It ¢ows not seem nrohanle thnt thls IV

is vhe 773 OT \;1855- ‘I.l
There were no new enenyv developnenta, - ;ED (:
—
April 10th (0ahu Date)

The Pacific Ocean areas were generally quiet, No major
Japanese units were sighted. Exocept for Rear Admiral Merrill's
orulsers which oontinue on patrol to the Southeast of the 30l0-
MON3, all SOPAC major task forces are returning to port.

At 0657 (-11) April 1lth 12 SHD attacked MUNDA, The
usual night harassing planes operated in the central SOLOMONS,

Mouiblo sutmarine was sighted today 200 miles South-
weat of C

ON Island, During the night a possible sub was
sighted off KANEOHE Air Station, OAHU,

At 1100 (£ 10) April 10 a plane sighted two eneamy DDe

in lLat, 54-27, Long, 169-42. An unsuocessful glide bombing at-
taock was made,

Cinopao has approved the maeter plam for LANDCRAB (Cipo-
pac 110321),

There were no new enemy developments, ‘OW") B

N
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SRCRRT i

April 1ith, (Oahu date)

Between 2120 and 2150 (-11) April 11th 6 B-17's at-
tacked BALLALE and KAHILI, Two of these planes are aissing.
At 0730 (-11) the 12th 6 SID's covered by 23 VP attacked VELLA,

The TUNNY confimme the report of & hits in one ACY and
3 in a big ACV or CV, The enemy reports no damage from ons of
these attacks, However, the attack has caused the Japs to in-
tenaify A/S measures in the TRUK area.

By September the Pacifio Fleet should receive 8 new CVs,

At 1000 and 1850 (# 10) April 1lth Army VP from AMCHITXA
attacked KISKA, Results were not observed,

An expeoted air attack on GUADALCANAL today did not (a.
materlialize. .y

v

April 12th, {Oahu Date)

MUNDA was attacked at 0815 (-11} April 13th by eleven
TBF escorted by 21 VF.

All major SOPAC task forces are now ordered to bases.

Admiral Halsey has requested that the 3rd Marines be re-
placed in the SAMOAN area to permit 1t to Join the 3rd Division.

At 1000 (£10) April 12th 8 P-40s from ACHITKA dropped
B8~500 1b. bombs on KISKA.

There 1s good evidence that the POMPANO got two hits in
the SHOKAKU (previously mentloned).

Carrier planes operating from RABAUL made a large scale
tombing attack on MORESBY during the day. SWPac air was able tc

destroy about one fourth of the attacking planes. Only minor damage
was inflicted by the enemy.

From all indications, the snemy continues to be on the
strategic defensive in the South Pacific Theatre.

T

N\



SECRET

April 13th {Oahu date)

The Solomons Sea Area was generally qulet. A minor
strike was made on camouflaged barges in VIR Harbor, and the
usual searches was completed, No strikes was reported in the

KISKA area, There were no major sirhtings In the Facific Ccean
Arras,

Our radlo deception plen 1s calling enemy attention to
the MARSHALLS - GILBERTS area with some results apparent,

The enemy carriers that landed some of thelir planes in
the KAVIENG - RABAUL area to rald POKT MORESBY are expected to
reembark thelr planes in the next day or so, This operation

indicates that the Japs are not now willing to expose thelr CVs
to our shore based salr,

April lath {Cahu date)

At 1130(-11) April 15th 6 TEF escorted by 157 VF attacMed ,
MUKDA, At 1535(-11) same day 2 TBF, 4 F4U covered by 15 V¥ |
attacked and sank an 80-foot boat or barge at REKATA, At 160€
(-11) same day, 5 SBD escorted by 15 VF attacked VILA.

On the 13th(£10) 6 air attacks on KISKA were made from
ANCLITEA and two alr attacks were made from ADAK. Numerous
hits were observed.and several fires started. On the l14th
(A10} 2 alr attacks on KISKA were made from ADAK and six air

attacks were made from AMCHITKA., ‘T™e MIDODLETON arrived at
Dutch Harbor on the 13th,

The SOUTH DAKOTA will report to Cincpac for duty on
May 10th at the Canal Zone,

CinC Combined 1s going to Inapect the BUIN Area on the
18th(-9) arriving from RABAUL by plane. W @




SECRET

Apri}l 15th, (Oahu Date)

The South and Central Paoifio areas were unusually

quiet, No major enemy foroes were aighted. Our SOPAC task
forces are at their bases,

Two alr attacke were made on KISEA from ADAK start-
ing fires. One heavy bomber was shot 4own by enemy AA fire,

The North and East Coast of NEW GUINEA continuee to
be the fooal point of enemy interest in the South - Southwest

Pacirio, Ow -
4 ‘_, / —

April 16th. (Oahu Date}

Eleven TEF, flve B=17a8, nine B-24s attacked the KAHILI
area between 2004 and 2130 (-11’ April 17. Two enemy planes at-
tacked GUADALCANAL the night of the 16th (-11). Only slight
damage was reported,

12 3BD escorted by 13 VP attacked MUNDA at 1415 (=11}
the 17th,

Admiral Haleey 1s in BRISBANE to discuss plans for the
continuation of the NEW GUINEA - SOLOMOKS offensive with Oeneral
MacArthur. There 18 conslderable newspaper discussion now ap-
pearing regarding reenforcements for General MacArthur,

CTF 16 reports 11 VF attacks on KISKA from AMCHITEKA
the 15th (£10). A total of 91 tons of bombs were dropped on
KISKA that day in 13 attacks, The first report of attacks
made on the 16th (£10) shows that 49 planes attacked KISKA,
Conaiderable damage was inflicted but will not be assessed
until the photo interpretation 1s completed,

An attempt will be made to intercept an enemy high
commander when he makes a projected visit to the BUIN ares the

1ath (-11), (}ﬁV\
&
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SECRET

April 17th, (Oahu date)

Com 3rd Fleet 180611 1s an operetion summary for his
area, Major SOPAC task foroces ocontinue in port. It seems prode-
ble that CinC Combined was shot down in a plane over the JIN
area today by Army P-38s,

It is Boallblo that a Jap sub i3 being towed toward the
MARSHALLS by a DD and is now roughly half way betwsen CANTON and
FUNAFUTI, f the contact can be developed air attacks will be
made,

Large scale air atteoks continue on YISKA from both
AMCHITKA and ADAK, There are beginning to be signs of enemy
distreas rrom these attacks, The NEVADA and IDAHO are standing
to the westward from ADAK to patrol to the Northwest of ATTU, In

view of possible ltogping up of Jap sub operations in the ALEUTIANS
the use of BBs in this kind of an operation is not without rluk,

O ©

N
April 18th, (Oshu date)

Com 3rd Fleet 150603 1s an operations summery for the
19th(-11),

A total of 45 VI from ANCHITKA attacked K1SFA during
the day.

There are good indications that the enemy 1s strengthenling

positions in the GILBERTS.
. Carnr GB
Aprid 1oth. (Oahu Date) ol

At 0740 {-11) April 20, 8 TEF and 12 S3ID attacked MUNDA.
Other stirikes are reported in Com 3rd Fleet 200616.

Admiral Halsey states that he is required to provide a

garrison for WOODLARK Island and desires the 12th Marine Defense
Battalion from PEARL,

_ On both the 18th and 19th KISKA was bambed by planes
from both AMCHITKA and ADAK,

There is evidenoe that Jap subs are moving toward our
lines of communication to the southeast of CANTON,

L B

NV

1511




'SECHET

April 20th, {Oahu Date)

‘Between 1840 and 1900 {-11) April 21 five B-2is at-
tacked NUMA NUMA, An airstrip is under construction there.
Com 3rd Fleet 210613 is an operation summary for the day,

Major General Hale's strike of 22 B-24s on NAURU was
completed successfully, Damage was reported to phosphate in-
stallations, At least five enemy intercepting planes were shot

down. The planned strike of the same group on TARAWA will be
on April 23rd (£ 93),

No report was reaceived of ALEUTIAN activities for the

. 20th (£ 10). Comnorpasec 210802 two part pink gives changes in
the operation oplan for LANDCRAB, .

(\.’,Q.’? @O’/h

_ Thgfe were no new enemy developments.
- April 21st, (Oahu date)

Com 3rd Fleet 220028 is an operational summary. At
1600 {«11) April 22 6 TBF and 11 SBD attaoked MUNDA, At 1715
(-11) seme day 4 VF strafed MUNDA and VILA air atrips.

Revised estimate of the NAUKU astrike indicates refineries
and underground fuel supply oompletely destroyed, and only one

zero definitely destroyed, At 0228 (-12) April 22 5 enemy bombers
raided FUNAFUTI doing minor demage.

On the 20th (f 10) KISKA was attacked by one strike
from ADAK and five strikes from AMCHITKA, An increase in sub
ocontacts in the ALEUTIANS was reported.

Comsopac 210654 two part pink deals with reassign-

ment of troops, Cinopao 202217 pink requests polioy of sending

Sopqg troops to IWPao at thia time, This was answered by Cominoh
211 ﬁE rink,

A movement of alr in the KURILES area is indicated.

W
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April 22th, (Oshu Date)

Com 3rd Fleet 230721 is an operations sumraAry for the
day in the 3Sopac Area,

Cincpac will authorize Admiral Halsey to provide the
sarrison at WOODLARK in accordance with Cominch despatch on
this subject noted yesterday,

The SCORPICN on patrol on the east coast of HGNSHU

reports having completed a mine plant and having demased one
larce karu,

: 10 report of ALEUTIAN operations for the day was
received,

The enemy continues to strensthen NE NET UINEA poal-
tlons, It continues to be indicated that thls area ‘s the focal
point of enemy interest ln the Pacific, Howeve:r, these opera-
tions do not require major fleet units and we must consider that
the bulk of the enemy fleet is capable of operations 'n the
Central Pacific., Halds in force on the ¥IDWAY - CANTI - CANTOY.
line continue possible but not protable.

April 23rd, (Oahu Date)

At 1345 (-11) April 24th, 12 SBD and 12 TBF escorted
by 16 VF attacked MUNDA, All major SOPAC task forces are at

bases., One ACV is patrolling southeast of GUADALCANAL to cover
logistic moves to the GUADALCANAL area,

g ¥

The bombing attack on TARAWA was completed at 1530 Zed
today snd Major General Hale, U. 5. Army, who led the attack, is
returning to OAHU with his Army bombers.

Bad weather prevented air atrikes in the ALZUTIANS,
Lieutenant General DeWitt is now at ADAK,

Cominoh 231632 pink believes it well to hold a task
group in the Central Pacifio,

There were no new enemy developments, wﬂ"'

/_" —
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SECRET
April 24th, (Oahu Date)

During the day in the Central Solomons four A VP
jumped 10 Jap VB and 20 Zeros, shooting down 5 Zaros. e lost

two VI, 30PAC task forces continue in port. No major enemy
units woere sighted,

In the ALEUTIAN3 bad weather prevented all attacks on
KISKA except for two VF from AMCHITKA.

Admiral Halsey has returned to NOUMEA from a conference
in BRISBANE with General MaoArthur,

Cincpac 242345 pink desires that Admiral Kinkaid and
General DeWitt explore future operations after LANDCRAB,

There were no new enemy developments. CNHA G;.
April 25th, (Oahu Date) -

Usual air searches in the SOLOMONS were made, but bad
weather prevented air atrikes except the nightly harassing at
KIHILI by 3 B-24s. There were no eightings of major enemy units.

Cominch 251534 confirms Cincpac assumption that the 3rd

garines now at SANOA will not be furnished relief from the msain-
and,

Two, possibly three, Jap subs are operating off BRISBANE
and during the day sank two freighters.

KISKA was attacked bi Army planes today from both ADAK
and AMCHITKA. Rear Admiral Kinkaild suggests that it may be un-

wise to employ the NARWHAL and NAUTILUS in LANDCRAB. (Comnorpsec
260124 pink)

Four enemy CV kmown to have operated in the RABAUL-TRUK
area as late as April 11th have not been located since that time.
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SECRET
April 26t (Oahu Date)

The S0LOMONS Sea area was quiet except ror night
strikes made on KAHILI, BALLALE and VILA between 0030 and 0515
(11} April 27th, Majlor task forces in the SOPAC are in port,
Enemy submarines are operating off SYDNEY, The ACRA was sighted
today on the reef at KAVIENG,

Com 3rd Fleet 270510 pink is the proposed new 3UPAC
task force organization,

On the 26th NORPAC light cruiser group bombarded ATTU,
Several strikes were made on KISKA by Army planes and it is

interesting to note that AA fire was considerably lighter than
usual,

Cinopac 270135LK}nk gives views on employment of the
NAUTILUS and NARWHAL in IDCRAB, CTF 51 262351 pink is on the
same suhjeot.

Plens Section estimate of operations in the Central
Pacific during 1943 was approved today by Admiral Mimitz as a
general basis for future plenning,
c,.,,.»\ .
T

The South Pacific continues quiet. Ailr activity was
limlted to searches and minor harassing in the BUIN Area. The
ENTERPRISE and VICTORIOUS are to relieve each other, both leav-
1ng present stations May lat.

There were no new enemy developments.

April 27th. (Cahu Date)

A total of 49.8 tons of bombs were dropped on KISKA
YJesterday by Army and Canadlan planes., Today air activities
were severly reduced by bad weather. Only one attack was made
on KISKA, which was a striked 4 VF from AMCHITKA. The bomber
strip at AMCHITKA will be able to accommodate 10 VB by April

28th,
There were no new enemy developments., 0““ @
-
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SECRET
Apr 28t (Cahu Date)

Comsopac 290610 is an operations summary, In addition
to the operations thus summarized, at 0830 (-11) the 29th, 14
VR escorted and assisted by 20 VI bombed and strafed enemy nosi-
tions at ¥NOLOMBANGARA, At 1545 (-11) the 29th YOLNMBANGARA
positions were attacked apalin by li VP escorted by 16 VP,

Cominoh 32 15FF pink suggests that the VITTNRICUS
and NORTH CAROLINA be held at PEARL until the arrival here of
the ENTERPRISE and WASHINGTON, It hae been our thougsht all
along that this 1s desirable in view of posslhle needs in the
Central or North Paciflie, but Cominch had previously held the
view that two CVs should be kept in the 5OPAC, Cincpac will
concur with “ominoch in this matter and hold the VICTOLICUS group
at PRARL until the arrival of the ENTERPRISE group. Because of
lack of screening DDs, the total force 8¢ retained at PEAKL ocan-
not be used with reasonable safety,

Bad weather in the ALZUTIANS prevented alr attacks
on KISKA and curtalled searches,

Based on best avallable information of current enemy
deploynent it is possiosle for the enemy to employ as many as
4 BHs in the North Pacific, This would form the oenter of a
total force of: 4 BB (BatDiv 2}, six cruisers, two CVs {ocon-
verted marus), 12 - 16 DDs,

April 29th, (Cahu Date) :,/' 2
Between 1840 and 1850 (-11) April 29, mix 3-248 at-
tacked KIEXTA, At 1125 (=11} April 30 nine T, nine T, and
four VT esgorted by 28 VP attacked VILA, Retween O4L24 and
0510 (=11} April 30 five B-17s attacked KAHILI, Commencing at

1300 Zed May 6th a mine field will be laid by 3 DNV between
MAKUTI Ieland and KQOLOMRBANGARA,

Rad weather prevented air strikes in the ALEUTIANS
today,

There were no new enemy developments, C 'b
[

bk 30t gy MMW\»«& w&+M.(h~¥wa,,)
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SECRET
T

01 0900

03 2054

03 2100

GCT

TU 17,1.2 (WAHCO) to COMSUARPAC.

WAHO swop the broom for the mop and mopped up with 8

ships sunk for 37,000. 6,000 tonner danaged due second
hit dud. Trawler and 2 sanpnne wrecked. Everything
expended, L prematures, 3 ships off DAIitIN 2 off
CHIIMAMPO 1 off ORT AKRTIUR 2 middle Yellow Sea 1 CiHINETT3
Strait, Torpex wonderful., JAIIUO returning bese as ococky

EB boot seaman on leave. B81901953. 31 deg. North 147 der.
ast,

COMNORPACTOR to CCMINCH, CINCPAZ, COMNORWECTL RA-TON

e 4 D"

quartar tonners Hbrth HEAD 136 centuries runway %10h1u

from 12 to 14,000 feet, Hits observed, Unusually large
volume medium but low AA from North !HKEAD, north and west

of main ocamp, North of SALON Lagoon and sub base. No
planes damaged, No enemy airoraft or new shipning observed,
Additional FORMULA misaions to ¥O0ODLE, SCRON, 8 P-j0's
annrox 1000 dropped 6 ouarter tonners main ammn near hangar

from 7000, Rasults not obsarved. 3roken overcast, Xoder-
ate AA,

This is part 2 and final of 022;9%. Ird, 8 Licshtnings
apmrox 1000 left 7-1100 nounders aquarter tonnera mag
oluster main camn from 8000 through hole in overcast with
unobserved results, AA lieht, L4Lth, 8 PLO's approx 1250
dropped 8 anuarter tonners mairn cemp from 8000, Ohserved
smoke from bombed aree, 5th, 8 Lichtnings approx 1400
left 8 quarter tonnera 7 mag clusters maln camp from 1500
to 8000 feet, Results unobserved, Heavy acocurate AA some
from GERTRUDE COVE, 8th, 8 PL0's approx 1600 from 6000
feet dropped & quarter tonners masin camp with unobserved
results, Almost sclid overcast, "till another nmission was
turned hasok later hecause of weather. No enemy planes
seen, No new shipping, 1 Mitchell which took in first
FORMULA reid on BOODLE but landed at VENTRILOOUITT dropped

2 ouarter tonners 1 half tonner 3C0DLE, Not previously re-
ported,
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3ECRET
Apr GuT

05 0619 SO 3RD FLT to COM ST PLT, NZN3, Info ALl TF C.li’ (ui

33 O'3ANNON oredited destruction by gunfire depth-charging
surfaced enemy submarine 0230 L (-11) today 5th. Attsok
took place in SOLOMONT ALLEY SOUTH JANTA IUABIL, At 1130
L today small JLUE task unit reported under attack by nip
bombers north of SAN CRISTUJAL, No detalls yet. Night of
3rd - Lth Jap planes over MTSELL ITLANDG dropped two bombe
near 3ANIKA fighter atrip 3 more near MCONEY ITLAND off
northwest PAVUVU, Nil1 damape., Reliahle YUGAINVILLE
source reports greatly increased Jap activity along coast
that island northweat from CAPZ MARIIRI aram to RaMIU,

BUIN STICATLAND shioning from AIRTHIGHT L45 L 4Lth, 2 CL's
5DE'n 4 A"'s 1 noasinle AV, Mlaek oate continue niphtly
patrols haraasine, Dronned on V1A nisht 0f third - Ath
on EYMOCAI inlet aast shore '"'LA OULE nipht of 4Lth., OXAY-
RACK returning from natrol renorts nutting »? fish in 7,200
ton freighter north of 3ITMARCK? March 30th,

11 0321 QINGPAC $o OTP 26 Iafo GOMORN WDC, OTF S,

Cincpao replying your 100826 approves master plan as
-odinw subjeot to fo Zou:uu provisos, ABIR,
Employ {‘o’r 2y 110045 and B deoision as to oo~
cupation 42 VOLUBLE should be held in abeyance until

you determine whether more suitabdle location for field
oxists on JACKBOOT,

18 0611

Night of 16th saw biggest KAHILI raid in weeks as 11
Avengers 9 Liberators 5 Yorts hammered airdrome, offshore
shipping and BALLAIR strip. Over 25 tons high explosives
pius hundreds fregmentation olusters and incendiaries fell
on KAHILI, 12 times 500 on BALLAIE, TSP's soored bomd
hit alongside 1 AKX, Afterncon 17th 12 Dauntless 13 ¥Wild-
oats attacked MUNDA, Bomd hite on minway and dispersal
areas, Mass strile BUIN KARILI repeated night of 17th,

2 Avengers scored 5 hits on 10,000 ton cargo vesssl whieh
was sinking on last pass, 2 ofher Avengers got 2 direets
on another AK near misses on 3, Meanwhile Avengers
followed by Forts, Liberators pounded XAHILI strip with
tons of bombs fir fuel munitions 4 and starti
fires visidle 30 miles., P38 flight to LI area 09

L (-11) 16th shot down 3 Jap bombers ) zeros to 1oss of 1
BLUE fighter. ‘
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SECR
pril

19 0603

20 0616

21 0613

22 0628

GKRLN

(acT)

COM 3RD FLT to COM )ST FLT, COM TTH FLT FLT.

CACTUS P70's opened season on nocturnal ralders night of
18th shooting down one of several enen{ bombers which made
harassing runs during 9 hours alert, 7 bombs dAropped but
no appreciable damage, Between 2115 and 2215 L (-11) 18th
quartet of Liberators bombed NUNDA scoring hits on runway
and blast pens and causing one large explosion in BUIN

TONCLEI shipping morning 18th two destroyers 5 freighters
and 4 patrol vessels.,

COM JRD FIT %o COM 13T FIT,  Info OOM 7¢h FLT, CO FlJI, ete.

Fortresses raided XIEBTA 2030 L (-11) 19th dumped 17 tons
bombs in target area, Meanwhile 10 Anngors were hemmer-
ing KAHILI airdrome paying partiocular atteation to runway
and hlast pens on west side fleld. 3 hours later 7 more
Avengers struok TONOLEI shipning soored direct hit on AK
northwest PUPUKUSE Point seversl near misses 2nd freighter
near OVAU Island, Coastwatohers report continuing barge
aotivity VELLA LAVELLA. Reocent DF plots and sightings
indicate esastward movement ORANGE subs along genmeral linme

PHORNIX SAMOA FIJI groups. 2 sighted looal 19th west PHORMIX
TOUup, ‘

COM SRD FLEET COM 23T FLT, Info NZNB, ALL TFC'S 3HD FLT,

B Avengers 12 Dauntless carrying 7 one ton bomts 12 half
tonners 4 quarter tonners raided {UNDA 0740 L (-11) 20th
silencing sk ack posies Lambetl Ourusai starting large
fire and messing up runway and dispersal aress. ORTOLALK
reports finding Nip 2 man submarine resting on bottom in
4 fathoms just off Visale, Preliminary locksee disclosed
only minor damage and craft may be salvageable, Am
searches 20th saw 1 AK down by stern with line to OVAU
Island, This ship damaged by Avengers night of 19th, &
Aleo aighted 1 AK off Tolkh Island south of RFUKA Passage,

COM

Afternoon 21st seeroh plane socored nesr bomd misses Jap redio
station vioinity CAPE ALEXANDER CHOISEUL, Fighter sweep to

ROUGAINVILLR® IT then strerfed same ares leaving storehouse
smoking and hitting redio shack, Avengers Forts and Libders-
tors reided POPO Island near FAISI night 21st g

large number vari-sized homde plus fragmentetion in
olusters. Pires vieidle A0 miles resulted, During POPO
strilke 2 Avengers soored probadle hits on AKX off POPORANG
Point but nip night fighter interssption mede definite ocom-

fimation impossible. Tojo Night inouonulluun to
reiy.on searchlight orews. Night of 20th 5 B-24's vily




SECRET

GHREEN

April (GCT)

22 0628

23 0721

25 1534

29 0610

CcoM 31D FLT - - = (Coptinued)

hit NUMA NUMA area BOUGAINVILLE, ORANGE sut called VILA
night of 20th says Allied watcher, Unloaded supplies then
left by FERGUSON PAS3, PRESIDENT ADAKS reports underwater

code transmission heard night of 21-22nd near ULAWA Island
(North SAN CRISTOBAL),

oM 3RD FLT to COM 187 FLT I RZNB, ALL TFC 3RD FLT, Etec.

Enemy Alrcraft attacked FUNAFUTI twice prior dawn 23rd,
Firat wave eatimated 5 bombers started small fire caused 2
personnel casualties only slight dsmage, Second flight
about 6 planes moderately damaged radlio station destroyed
2 parked liberators. At 1600 L (-11) 22nd BLUE dive torpedo
bombers hit MUNDA dumped 1 ton bombs squarely on runvag .
8llenced ACK ACK posits with ton and half ton loads. orsalr -
awaep followed hour later strafed area from tree top hoig:t
firing 3 Nip planes on ground. Pighters continued to VI
set fire to motor truck caught on atrip. All our planes
returned. During night 22nd-23rd 3 Liberatora harassed
KAHILT with 60 light bombs. Corm 3rd Fleet ggn¥ ggpi.
12 SEDs eacorted by 14 Corsairs bombed and strafed HEKATA
and target area shortly after deylight 23rd., ORANGE sud
unsucceasfully attacked tanker WESTERN SUN in posit 13-08
south 167-51 west 2115 GCT 2lat. 3Ship saw periscope of
poasible second sub 20 minutes later,
NC CINCPAC ¢ .
Cincpac 222151 and 240527 eassumption that no relief for
3rd Marines will be furnished from the maifland at this
time 18 ocorrect. Marine Co hereby directed transfer
1l Alrdrome Battalion to whean pping 1s avallable

as replacement 12th Defense Battalion transferred to 30PAC
area.

Som Jxd Fit, to Com lst Fiv, Info Com 7th ¥at, TF Coms Sopeg.

BLUE troops surprised annihilated Jap offiocer 8 men 0530 L
28th near BEAUFORT Bay GUADALCAMAL, Nip patrol apparently
attempting escape from GUADAL was staging from small boat
and had landed preceding night. Liberator harassed KAHILI
early hours 28th while second plane same type falling find
KATILI acoount weathsr f¥ifrned via VILA dumped bomd load
in Bivouac area, BRarly today 29th 2 Fortresses over KAHILI
aimed bombs to land on both ends runway and aoross strip,
Lone Mitsubishi type one bomber unsuccessfully attaoked small
BLUE task unit in usual area east of SAN CRISTORBAL foremoos
today. Airoraft spotted poseibdls sudb posit 17-45 3, 179-08
E time 1130 L 28th, Quantity of debris so far unidentified
washed up on east ooast Islapnd NEW HEFRIDES 27th

and 28th, Additional wreckage reported found north cemtral
coast SAN CRISTO AL 28th. 1520




MOST SECRET
April (GCT)
Ol 1810 COMINCH to COMSQPAC Info CINCPAC, MACARTHUR.

02 0400

02 2120

02 2301

llandle as super secret, Para. Referring Joint Chlefs of

3taff Directive War Dept, 2407 to Comsowespac Area, Rane

4007 CG SOPAC area and 3603 to CO HawDept, desire Halsey
confer with MacArthur in early future regarding compostition
Task Forces sequence and tinming of ra jor offenalve operations.
Para.2. Jolnt Chlefs of 3taff consider that timing and

sequence rmst be adjusted to situation regardless contents
Para 11 Cominch 232357. Carpender pass to Mararthur.

CTP 16 to CTF 51 Info 'CINCPAC.

Most Secret. NEVADA, IDAMO with acreens needed this area
now, Please advance date departure cs practicable,
PENNSYLVANIA should be ready depart on short notice wher
additlonal screening ODs become avallable. Your 312350,
Proposed use of PENNSYLVANIA as flagahlp not in accordance
brobable tesk organization. Without having seen LA%DCRAD
master plan my present concept 1is briefly as follows. You
and ComGen 7th would be in Transport Oroup and Op. FPlan will
provide for you operationsl control over close gunfire
support, screening and other task groups participating in
actual landing operations, Battleships and crulsers with
thelr screens assigned to distant support and covering

groups should have complete freedom of action to meet any
situation arising. Adees pass

CTP 51 to CTF 16 Info CINCPAC

This 1s most secret. Your 020400. Impracticable anticipate
proposed departing date NEVADA, IDAIIO and acreens Zue load-
ing ammunition, readiness DDs and test firing NXEVAZA. Con-
sider use PENNSYLVANIA my flag mendatory due lack adeguate
radar, corruniocation, fighter control and other command
facilitles in any other ship now !n my force. lew subject.
For accomplishment of Task I consider 3 NBa essentlal at
time of landing for bombardment, AA protection and close
support. End of Part 1.

Part Two of ry 022120, However if you lntend to lccegt '
Ulncpac's offer of NEW MEXICO and KIS3I33IPPI with 4 DD which
I recormend then IDAHO might be included in latter group,

Tagk Oroup 51,1 (Ex T,G. 2,3) has been extenstvely trained in
Shore bombardment in conjunction with troop landings. Combat
loading plans and landing force tactical rlan now virtually
completed utilizing all units assigned TF 51. Am conferri
with Landing Force Commander (Gen. Brown) tomorrow (Apr1l g?
for final approvel. Your agreement with my propoaed omploi-
ment BBs considered urgent in order avoid confusion, revision
of plans and probable delay target date. For your info magter
plan LANDCRAB is result conference with RAd Spruance Osnerals
DeWitt, Smith, and Brown. All concur conception operation and
Task Organizafion. Spruance hes given approval to Plan and

Joint 3taff now preparing Comnorpac OpPlan for .ubnittu!ﬁhg,
you via ENTWISTLE earliest possible date. :

i
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KngI (GCT)

02 2341 CINCPAC to CTF 16, Info TR 51, oW ITICH,
Followlns# additions will be made to rour rorce for
LAIDCRAB, RAQ Giffen ICIIITA, Gl FUAN:ISCe, LUITVILLE
and four destroyers uvailable to rou at )Edwu about 17th,
NARHAL at SAN DIZA adout 12th, MaU'TILLT at 2la.il about
18th, Jubs fitted as transnorts, pars, “orenentioned
will report to you Tor orders apnroximutaly on Jdate: chown,
This is most secret,

07 2215 JITTSPAC to SUMOLDAC,

09 0601 5C

us
‘1dom for Admiral "mlsey, In current citu-stlon with
IMAIYYARD rfirmly Y1e1ld by We®, but sudblect to eneny uir
attacks do not helievs advantare of operating najor
task forces south and southematward of that aroa worth
risk from submarine action., PTara, Heauest comient,
Do you consider major enen naval threat against ''.17-
YAUD stil)l exists, :

TCCPAC to JITTIITAC,

1 com, Current concentration Tap forces at T'°7 in con-
nection with nresent halt in our offencive makesa (stinnte
Jan movement dif~icult. 1 am conducting lons runre ulr
gaarch to detect nosslble Indicntion hia ohjpﬂtives.
vonsider major Tap threat arainst U7 L7« 3700 WL AL
aren’ should not find surfrce forces unprejnared, Thev
were sent to seam oririnally because of chence in "X
DAY" and lack of knowledre B3 to rirnifirance of ™1 LAYVT
Forces out of bombhing ranpe and out of cuspected sub-
narine areas are ensarines in valuanle traininv which
has been difficult in last rionth becnuse of ovarhanul
nroeram and renorted presence of submnrines vicinlty buae
onernting nreans,
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SECRLEY

April (GCT)

21 0735 COMLOLPACFOR to CTF 15, Info CIMNCPAC,

llost secret., Dlart ]l of mv g;ggggs Paraa refer to those
in proposed Op Plan delivered by Comdr Entwistle, Other
than minor changes not affecting plan, final draft changed
as follows., Para 2, 3elze and occupy JACK BOCT and occupy
VOLUHLE constructing airfield thereon at earliest practic-
able date in order sever enemy lines comrunications to
Western ALEUTIANS, deny Near Islands to enemy, render
BCODLE untenable, create base operations future reduction
and occupation BOOULE, Para 3 Sub para 1. Occupy VOLUBLE
and construct airfield thereon, embarking in transports
and 7roceeding to VOLUELE, as ordered, as soon sas landing
force well eastablished on JACK BOOT, Para 3 Sub pars J,
In second sentence after quote threatening unguote quote
assault and occupatlion JACK BOCT or occupation of VOLUHLE
unquote. Para 3 Sub para K. Third sentence after guote
supplies unguote quote clear vicinity JACK BOOT and pro-
ceed VEKTRILOGUIST north of chain. As soon as need for
transports no longer exlasts they will bte directed proceed
West Coast unquote. Para 3 Xray, Only major change estab-
11shos how hour with Comtaskforce 51 suthorized change by
despatch 1f circunstances require.

<l 0502 2nd and final part Comnorpacfor 210302, Fara 5. Change
lst sentence to folloving. Py order hirher nuthority
supreme command vestcd 1n Commorpacfor. Comtaskfor 51
(Comamphorpac) will operate under Comnorpac, commanding
amphitious operations until lending phase completed,
Thereafter landing force (Task Group 51.4) will tecome
JACE BOOT occupation group (Task Oroup 1€.11) operating
directly under Command Comtaskforce 1€, Task Group 16,11
will revert to Army command when Comranding Jeneral reports
that status of occupation of JACK BOCT warrants this change
and when so directed by Comnorpacfor, New sutject. Con-
template Task Force 51 ships remairing ALEUTIAN Area only
a3 long &3 their services required. 1In case of comtatant
ships period will Ve governed Ly enemy reaction to seizure
JACK BOCT and occupation SHEMYA. Transports will be re-
turned West Coast as soon situation indicates services not
required to move additional reserves to JACK EQ7T,
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20 2217 CINCPAC to COMINGE. |

Hiocom to Adm King only. In two despatohes Malsey states

he is required to furnish one regimental combdat team for
garrison WOODLARK and one defense battalion for defense

same island, Halsey states these requirements nscessitate
replacement these troops from outside 30PAC area. Pars,

See my 200217. JCS 291803 Maroh pare thres implies alloca-
tion foroes presumably after JCS approve MacArthur's genersl
plans, Suoch approved plans not yet available to me. Advise
Your polioy in meeting reruirements meade on Halsey,

21 0654 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Ipfo COMINCH.

This 18 most seoret. Replying urdis 200217. .
Complete information not available until return ral
Halesey but believe tentative arrangements mede for oon-
struction airfield on WOODLARK and garrisoning that islamd
by 30PAC., ACORN 5 enroute BRISRANE uccordingly. %ﬂl
W. 1l regimental combat team and 1 defense
attalion designated by conference as necessary combat P
rison. Assume oonference reaults subject to Joint Chiefs
of 3taff confirmation for allooation forces

21 0701

pa al pro ded SAM by

possible detachment from this area of important fleet units
recommend no reduction present garrisons UPOLU and TUIUILA
Pagt regarding utilization of New Zealand troops. In co-
operation with New Zealand officials have recently made study
New Zealand manpower Forogs. Only active units available

are in 3rd Division DONIA, This division being
inoreased in strength with agreement it will be used offen-
sively., To detaoh units for garrison duties would detraot
from offsnsive power of diviaion,

2l 1336 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info CCMSCPAC.

s

Thls 13 Hicom for Admirals Nimitz and Halsey only. Your

202217 your reading of JCS 291803 March correct but relative

ggoportion ground forces available in Sopeac compared with
08¢ In Souwespac for tasls in prospect warrant immediate

action to garrison and defend WOODLARK in order to ret on
with campaign. '
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23 1632 COMINCH to CINCPAC, Info COWMSOPAC.

23 0059

24 2045

26 0124

Pinh

GCT

Um__ﬁ%osr . Your 230059 think it well to hold
specifle sk group in Centrel Pacifio for time
being to await developments and because forces now
in SoPao have been inaotive ror some time. There ia
however no objeotion to sending specified task group

to Sopao provided equivalent group 18 moved into
Central Pacifio,

CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC.

Propose sall VICTORICUS with NORTH CARCLINA Task Group
to SOPAC about twenty-eirhth unless vou have other plans
for her employment, HI-COM,

CINCPAC to COMNORPACFOR.

For Admiral Kinksid only. Deaire you take advantage
presence DeWitt to explore practicability future opera-
tions after LANDCRAB, How can we liquidate Jap or at
least keep him harried., How can we profitably employ
General Browns amphibious troops other tham as garrison
JACKBOOT Para Immediate reply not required but desire

You explore matter thoroughly with DeWitt, Advise re-
sults,

COMNORPAC to ADM ROCKWELL Info CINCPAC.

Most secret., Only for Admiral Rockwell and Cinopec info.
Indication enemy submarine activity this area steadily ;
increasing. Therefore vitally important there be no
antlsubmarine restrictions in operating areas on D day
and that every submarine contact be promptly and vigorously
attacked. Presence NAUTILUS NARWHAL this area definitely
increases sub menace to cur transports and combatant ships
by virtue restrictions necesstrily imposed. Purthermore
highly desirable flexibility offered by alternate landing
plans considerably nullified necessity for early com-
mitment in order submarines will know where to land acouts.
Delays in communiocating with subs must be allowed for.
Advantages of scout tasks fully appreciated but they are
outweighed by vitally important disadvantages. Castner and
others in full agreement that transport submarines can and
should be eliminated from all landing plans. Additional
g.nﬂro preparation for landing battalion combat team RED
ach should compensate in large measure loas of services
of scout company, Due acheduled sarly departure INCUBUB
of submarinea request prompt reply via destroyer sent clear
your formation to break radio silence. If scouts vital

to operation desire you consider landing from APD or DD.
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A

27 0510

27 0135

26 2351

GCT
COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC,

Proposed modification Sopac Org 2 as rfollows. This is
most seoret. Task Force 10 Captain Davis (tcng:rury)
Batdiv 8 NORTH CAROLINA Desron 5, Task Foroe Rear
Admiral Remsey SARATOOA, VICTORIOUS, SAN JUAN, SAN LIROO,
DESRON 6. Taak Foroe 11 Rear Adl.iral Hill Batdiv 4, Car-
div 22, Desdiv 15, BACHE, CONVERSE, Tesk Foroe 18 Reer
Admiral Aineworth Crudiv 9, LEANDER, DESRON 21. Tesk Foree
19 Rear Admiral Merrill Crudiv 12, DRSRON 22, Teek Foroe
36 (Sopac escorts) Desron 12, remaining units. ‘Tesk Foroes
10 and 1, base NOUMEA, Taek Foroes 11 and 19 base HAVANNAR,
Task Foroce 18 base ESPIRITU. Approval requested,

C INCPAC CTF L CTF

HiCom only for Admiral Kinkaid action, Admiral Rockwell
info. Subs mentioned UR 260214 were made available by me
at oonsiderable sacrifice and effort to assist the Aray
scheme of maneuver strongly desired by Brown and as strongly
advocated by Castner, Understand present plans based on
use of autmarines. They are distinotive in appeartnce and
are not now suitable for and ocannot be used for combat
patrols because of insuffioclent training of NARWHAL end
material condition of NAUTILUS, Para. It should be feasi-
ble to use them by restrioting anti-subtmarine measures
within a well definsd narrow area for a definite period of
time, Para, The decision in this matter is entirely yours,

The purpose of this dispatoh 1s to aoquaint you with facts
and baockground,

CTF CTF Info CINCPAC.

Most secret. Your 260124. Plans inocluded transport sube
because unique advantages: (A) Discovery :in ares would

not indicete imminence landing. (B) Could locate correoct
beach daylight sutmerged thus permit night landing and
necessary bsach reconnaissance and marking. If these out-
weighed must acoept reduced probability successful landing
and will require additional *s transport scouts, 3Soout
mission vital in most plans. If sudbs ruled out west you
designate 2 DD's from your force embark scouts at INCUBUS
and report to me at SEAWASP prior 2 May. My screen pro-
tection oritically weak in view inoresased enemy subdb activity
and request additional DD's in any event., Advise, '

. i d € - 18y
T tppid despetebe = E ol
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SECRET
April 30. (Oahu Date)

All SOPAC major task forces are in port. Operstione
in the SOLONONS today were limited to search., Forty-one ships

over 1000 tons were seen at RABAUL yesterday and included 1 CL,
€ 83, 1 AO, 24 AK.

In the ALEUTIANS usual air searches were made, but
strikes on KISKA were limited to two VP missions from AMCHITKA
because of bad weather. The bomber strip at AMCHITKA is now
ready and as soon as weather permits 10 VB will be moved in
from ADAK. The BB group is at COLD BAY with TP 51, Norpac
heavy cruisers are operating to the west of ATTU, The light
cruisers are now enroute to that area.

Cominch 291747 pink states that the SOUTH DAKOTA will
not join Pacific Fleet as planned but that one BB will be sent

to the Pacific early in July. _~
Enemy 3rd Fleet CVs remain unlocated. ( 'u,‘L/
May 1, (Oahu Date) 7 /

During the day 6 TBF with 16 VF escortine attacked
MUNDA, The SS WILLIAM WILLIAMS was torpedoed by an anemy sub

2,0 miles SE of SUVA, It has been thought for several days that
subs would operate in that general area,

Improved weather in the ALEUTIANS permitted a Tesump-
tion of air attacks on KISKA, Six attacks were made from Al
CHITKEA and two from ADAK, Searches to the westward were generelly

gegative. NHine heavy bombers were moved to AMCHITKA during the
ﬂy.

There were no new enemy developments, &'“
May 2, (Oahu Date) -
' Between 0810 and 0830 (-11) May 3, twelve 3BD, twelve
TEF, and twelve VP bombed and strafed REKATA. Both 1000§ and
2000# bombs were used,

The continued ORANGE sub activity between SUVA and
TONGA which so far has resulted in the torpedoing of the WILLIAM

WILLTAMS and the HEARST and an attack on the PETER SYLVESTER
has caused a genefal traffic rerouting and intensified search.
tHOERE
(Continued)



SECRET
May 2, (Oahu Date) =Continued-

During an enemy strike on DARWIN yesterday, we lost

14 VF agalinst the enemy loaa of 3 teros. Only minor damage at
DARWIN was reported. .

Comnorpac 020843 1s a summary for April,

Alr strikes continued on KISKA from both AMCHITEKA and
ADAK. At 1700 (£10) May 2 five bombers from AMCHITEA attacked
ATTU, This 1s the firat bomber strike from AMCHITKA.

There were no new enemy developments, (<
0“ —
May 3, (Omhu Date)

Com 3rd Fleet 040534 summarirves operutions for the day
in the Zouth Pacific, At 1020 (-11) May 4th six T3¥, eix THU,
and 8 VF bombed and straffed enemy positions on KCLULMEANGARA,
Submarines continue active in the SUVA - TUNGA ares sut no new
attacks on our shipplne.

Cominch 032037 requests comment on the A/J situation
in the Spouth l'acific,

The FLYING FISH returning from patrol in the T U Al
STHRAIT area reporta sinking 28,000 tons enemy marus, The sub-
marine reports heavy traffic in that vielnity,

The WAHOO reported one hit in a loaded XAV off the
Southern KURILES, The tarpet 414 not sink,

Early this morning the NECHE™ grounded at the entranoce
to COLD BAY,

‘ One strike from ADAK and two from ALCHITKA were made
on ¥ISKA during the day. AA was reported to be very light.

. It soemsAﬁgobable that two oconvoys are now enroute to
the Weatern ALTUTIANT from JAPAN, It is possible that they will

arrive at ahbout the same time our foroe ocomrences the attuok on
ATTU - May 7th. There are no other important enemy develohments,

i€
H

Q?ﬂ' 2
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SECRET
May 4th. (Oahu Date)

Com 3rd Fleet 050556 is an operations summary for the
day. It now seems probable that the torpedoed WILL WILLIAMNS
will be able to reach port,

The Pacific Ocean Areas continue to be iquiet. Admirsl
Nimitz inspected MAUI airfields yesterday.

Because of bad weather D-Day for LANDCRAB has been
postponed to May 8. The NECHES backed off the spot where she
grounded yesterday and 1s anchored in COLD BAY. She will re-

quire Navy yard repairs but 1is seaworthy and able to prooceed
under her own power at 10 kts.

Location of major enemy units continues uncertain.
Recent studies of enemy fuel oapabilities made for the Joint
Chiefs of Staff confirm our belief that the Japs are now unable
to conduot major prolonged offensive operationa to the eastward

of thelr present lines, but that reids in foroce on our MIDWAY -
CAHU = CANTON - FIJI line are feasidle,

Och -
May 5th, (Oahu Dete) ~ @

All naoific Ocean Areas continue quiet, The mining
operation off KOLOMBANGARA previously noted ias scheduled for to-
MmorTow,

Comnorgao 060903 pink requests NEW WEXICO, MI3SISSIPPI
and four DDs, inopac will be able to sail these ships exocept
that anly two DDs are available, The additional fuel require-
ments can be met by withdrawal of two tankera from another area,

Two possible enemy sub contacts were made by planes in the
Western ALEV'TIAN Area,

There were no new enemy developments. OW @
May 6th, (Oahu Date) -~

Comsopac plans to mine the western part of KUULA Gulf
on May 12th (~11), The mining operation on the western side of
KOLCMBANGARA was comnleted successfully today although the foroes
involved were tracked by Jap planes during retirement. Com 3ird
Fleet 070552 is an operationa surmary for the day. Comsopac in- l

tends to reinforce the aerial ry.d minerield in the BUIN areas
hetween 18 and 22 May, ad

Comnorpac has requested the MISSISSIPPI and NEW MEXICO{wM. o

The NARWHAL and NAUTILUT are patrolling to the MW apd
SW of ATTU, It is hoped that they have not been dirested to
conduct offensive patrol, but are walting to :I.nn& troops on ATIU
for LANDCRAB, Good weather permitted extensive searches to the

(]
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SECRET

May 6th, (Oahu Date) (Continusd)

Westward of the ALWITIANS, No naw enemy sishtinges were reported,
Army air strikes ware made on both KISXKA and ATV,

There are continusd indicstions of Jap movements to the
ALEUTIANS, While we cannot tell the nature of these moves tho!
are thought to be reinforoements destined to KISKA and ATTU, It
seems probable that any convoy moving into the area will e o8-
corted fairly stronglv, CinC 5th is indicated havinz moved from
his usual station at OMINATO to PARAMUSIIIRO, There {a some in-
dloation that the 5th Fleet is being reinforoed by umits of the
2nd Fleet, A very noor DF shows a CV about half way between
MIIWAY and HONSHU, The possibility of this being a reiding foroe
approaghing MIDWAY is not oonsidersd serious enough to reatain
tge NORTH CAROLINA and VICTORIOUS in this area, ﬁou.vor, air
reinforcements will he sent to MIDWAY, Cﬂ“v

May 7th, (Oahu Date)

Cinopac has ocongratulated Genersl Eisenhower on the suo-
cessful culmination of the North African campaign whioh was
reported by the press today,

Com 3rd Fleet 080538 is an operations smmary for his
area,

Two very large air strikes wers sent during the day to
attack the enemy ships orippled by our mines in BLACKET? FTRAIT
but were unable to reach their targets due to bad weather :2.

h

firat atrike droBBed bomba on MUNDA and reported one 1000’
on the bow of a at GIZ0,

D-Day for LANDCRAR was advanced to May 9th (£ 10}, pre-
sumably because of bad weather, During the day strikes were
made on both KISKA and ATM, Cominoh has requested aerial reocon-
naissance of ST, MATTHEW and ®T. LAWRENCE Islends,

Cominoh 072006 reviews requirements for overseas tress-
portation of Navy airoraft,

Comsopao 080430 pink gives the scheduls of moves for the
oocupation of WOODLARK,

Cominoh 081329 pink gives sn outline of Generel Mac-~
Arthur's plan for the SOLOMONS Sea offensive,

Nothing further was heard of the possible enemy CV ia
the Central Pacifio yesterday, Indications continue of eneny
reinforcements helieved enrcute the Western . C)

Vi
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SECRET

May 8th. (Oahu Date)

The LANDCRAS operation has bsen vostooned to May 1llth
(# 10) beoause of bad weather in the Western ALTITIANS, This

bad weather prevented effective search operations and air
strikes, '

Com 3rd Fleet 0950603 is a summary which gives further
details on the Jap DDs who ran into our minefield to the west
of KOLOMBANGARA, PTs are ordered into that area, arriving to-
morrow, to sink any surviving ships,

Comsopac (090501} pink is in general agreement with
General MacArthur's plan for the SOLOMONS Campaign noted yester-
day, Cincpac also ooncurs,

'Ifhore were no new eneamy developments, @
May 9th, (Oahu Date) A

All major 30PAC task forces are in port except Rear
Admiral Ainsworth's oruisers which are enroute to the KUlA
GULF area to cover planned mining operations,

The VICTORIOUS and NORTH CAROLINA depsrted yosterda
morning for the South Pacifio, and the ENTERPRISE and WASHINOTON
arrived at PEARL ysaterday afternoon, The NEX MEXICO and MISSI-
SIPPI will depart PEARL for the ALRUTIAN area tomorrow morning.

During the day a total of 24 38D, 2, TBF, oovered by 69
VF were ddspatched from GUADALCANAL to search for and atteek
damaged enemy vessels in the 3LACKETT STRAIT srea, No en

Ry
vessels were seen 8o 2, - 1000f bombs and 96 -~ 500F bombs were ‘
dropped on MUNDA,

The North Pacific forces are standing by for D-Day, which
is May 11th, Winds are reported deorsasing followed by heavy

fog. Search and striking siroraft were ssriously hempered by
fog.

We now have a rival of the WAHOO, On the 10th at 1000
GCT the PLUNGER snoountered a five maru convoy bound north be-

tween TRUK and SAIPAN, Four of the marus were sunk and the
fifth was damaged,

There were no new enemy dovolgg-ont-. The continued
rt

strengthening of enemy positions in h and West CUIMRA
is noted, j\na )
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SECRET

May 10th, (Oahu Date)

While cruising in dense fog to the northeast of APN
at 2235 (£ 10) today the JICARD and MacDONOUGH were in ocol-
lision, The 3ICARD wae direoted to tow the MaoDONOUGH to ADAK,
TF 16 and 51 are oruising off AT™ waiting for ths attack which
is scheduled for 1040 (# 10) tomorrow. Rain, fog, and low

ceiling prevented all air strikes in the Western ALEUTIANT and
prevented affective search,

The South Pacifio area oon'tinui quiet, Ons air strike

was made on REXATA at 0940 (- 11) the h and night harassing
planes were over the BUIN area,

The PLUNGER mank the fifth ship of the convoy, mentioned

yesterday,with gunfire., In the same general area ths PERMIT
reported sinking two marus,

There were no new enemy developments, (NM @
May )1th. (Oshu Date)

Comnorpac 120105, 120614, and 120827 describe the first
day of the LANDCRAB operation. In apite of dense fog which pre-
vented planned bombardment, the operation is progressing satis-

factorily. There is evidence that the landing came as & complete
surprise to the enemy.

At 0840 (-11) May 12 twelvs SBD, twelve TBP, covered by
24 VF attacked MUNDA. Harassing B-17s were over the BUIN area as

usual during the night. Enemy submarines were located by DP off
both TONGA and SAMOA,

Aftsr due consideration CinCPao recommended to CominOh
no change in the present nt-us for the control of merchant ship-
Ping in the Pacific Theatre. CominCh had suggested CinCPac
responsibility extended to AUSTRALIA CinCPac 120339,

CominCh 111819 pink believes that existing task organisa- -

tions comprise too many task groups. The matter will be studled
here .,

« The deployment of major enemy units continues obscure.




SECRET
May 12th. (Oahu Date)

By the end of the day nearly all troona ware landed
VIl Allu ana were advanoclng agelnst strong eneay resistance.
Low visibility hampered all operations. It was reported by a
plene that an enemy sub fired a torpedo at the TYYLVANIA,

It 1s expected that unloading of the AKs will be completed May
15th.

During the mt 12-13 (- 11) surface units of TF 18
bombarded the VILA A area, The mine field was planted in
KOLA GULF as planned, At 1300 (-11) abous 25 zeros were inter-
cepted over the RUSSELLS, 16 zeros were reported shot down
againet our loss of frive VP,

Once again the WAHOO has completed a highly successful
patrol. This time off the Northeast coast of HONTHM 25,000
tons of marus were sunk, An XAV esoaped damage becsuse of
erratioc torpedo perfomance,

18 B-248 now at MIDWAY have been ordered to attaok
WAKE on May 15 (/£ 94).

The enemy seems alarmed over our move into ATIU apd
has ordered units to the northern area. The exact nature of
this move 1s not known,

May 13th, (Oahu Date) - E (Ey

The progress of the assault on ATTU is covered in

Comnorpac 140745 (3 part)., The news of this was mede publie,
by both Tokyo and Berlin,

Activity in the SOLOMONS area was confined to minor
night strikes, Our planes mede a strike in the HIIN area, while
4 enemy planes dropped bombs on GUADALCANAL doing minor demage.

During the bombardment of MUNDA, noted yesterday, the

NASHVILLE experienced an explosion in No. 3 turret whioh killed
18 and seriously wounded 11,

There are signs that the eneny is moving air strength
to PARAMUSHIRO, No major enemy surface units have been noted

moving toward the . 0". ,
©)
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SECRET
May 14th, {Oahu Date)

The progress of the assault on ATTU continues favorable
to us, Over 11,000 troops have been landed on the island. Bad
weather continues to hampsr operations and has prevented effec-
tive alr - ground coordinated attacks. A survey on the spot

indicates the possibllity of our oconetructing two YF stripe on
ALEXAI POINT within about four wesks.

Com 3rd Fleet 150543 1s an operation summary for hias
area, The Central Paocific was quiet.

It is not belleved that the ensmy will send a strong
surface force to repel our foroes at ATTU, They will, however,
employ submarines and land based aircraft for attrition.

May )5th, (Oahu Date) _ W/ >

Unsatisfaotory progress in the attack on ATIU is desoribed
in CTPF 51 160602, 160915 and in Comnorpac 160630 and 160930,

The SOLOMONS area was qulet. Comsopac 160420 pink 1e
the plan for offensive operations 1n the GEORGIA area to

start about the middle of next month. 3Ieveral code names used
are not understood here.

The GUDOECN returning from patrol in the PHILIPPINES
area reports sinking 27,000 Jap shipping. So far in the war
thls submarine has sunk about 136,000 tons,

Seven B-24s3, of eighteen which astarted from MIDWAY to
bomd WAKE, dropped bombs on the target. Results were not ob-
served, i’le lost one plane foroed .down at sea, Of 22 enemy VF
interoepting two were reported shot down,

There is some indication that units of the Ird are en
route to the North Paocifio,

May 16th, (Oahu Date) O @

In accordance with Commorpas 161013 pink General landrum
relieved (leneral Nrown this afternocon. One battalion of the Ath
Infantry will arrive HOLTZ Bay May 18th to reenforoe the Northera
group. Adnmiral Rookwell will cover this landing and will thea
pall #6r ADAK in the PENNSYLVANIA, The Northern group has re-
duced the West arm of HOLTZ Bay and at the end of the day was on
the ridge between the East and West branches, The Southern group
is about L4LOO yards inland from MASRACRE Bay engaged in clear-
ing the pass to HOLTZ Bay, Weather permitted minor local air
activity dbut heavy planes were unable to bomb, Surfsce foroess
continue to cover the operation, An enemy sud was seen about A0
miles Northwest of ATIU, In general, the situation is more

{Continued) 1534
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SECRET
May 16th, (Oahu Date) (Continued)
favorable today than it was yesterday,

The ",.8., W.K, VANDERAILT was torpedoed 185 miles 3outh-
west of SUIVA, TFExoespt for one man killed, the orew was resoued.

The SOLOMONS front was quiet except for an air strike
on REKATA at 0900 (-11) the 17th,

The orew of the B-2i, whioh was foroed down while re-
turning from the strike on WAKE was rescued except for one man
killed in a ocrash landing,

There are %ood indications that 1 BB, 2 0BB, 1 CV, 2
CA, 5 DD departed yesterday in a northerly direction. This
strengthens our belief that (1) the enemy is on the strategic
defensive 1n the South Pacifio, (2) the dbulk of the enemy fleet
is not pinned to the South Paocirio present or enemy estimate
of future operations in that area, (3) the en¢u¥n6§ shirting the
bulk of his naval strength to the North of the - SAIP

area. While it is possible for the enemy to send oonz*g'robln
atrength to the ALEUTIANS, this is not probadble. This, sesms to
indioate a redeployment ooncentrating.his heavy ships in a
central position ggeparod for eventualities, either North, Cen-
tral, or 3outh, 18 does not rule out raids in force on our
MIDNAY - OAHU line, nor sweeps towerd the ALEUTIANI,

S

oty

May 17th, (Oahu Date)

Northern troops held position hetween east and west arms
HOLTZ Bay against strong countsr attaok. Only slight gains by
Southern troops,but expeot that Landrum will push' the offense in
that sector. Iﬁoompleto oasualties to noon looal 16th, 68 killed
321 wounded 62 missing. Weather ocontinues to prevent effective
air operations, Japs are expeoted to bring landing barges to . .
ATTU by submarine.. Salvage of the D.C.S. PXRIDA,whioch 1is aground &
¥ASSACRE Bay, 1s underway. Operations are not unfavorable. '

Comsopao 18061, 1s an operation summary for the day in
that arsa, e BB and CV task forces under Admiral Halsey sailed
from NOUMEA in the direoction of the CORAL SEA, 'The purnose of
these operations is not kmown.

The Central Pacifioc was quiet, E}‘U\
There wers no now enemy developments. ‘i)
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SECRET
May 18th (Oahu Date)

The entire HOLTZ Eay ares was brought under our con-
trol today and contact was established between the northern
and southern troops. The enemy 1s concentrated in the
CHICHAGOF area for a last stand, where an attack has been
ordered for tomorrow. The landing phase has besn completed.
Rear Admiral Rockwell will proceed to San Diego in an APA
from ADAK in the next day or so. If this fine progress con-
tinuea we should complete the seizure of ATTU this week.
Then it will be necessary to estadblish our defenses there,
construct & bomber fleld in the NEAR Islands, and commence
the softening up of KISKA,

During the afternoon a probable contact was made with
an enemy sub about 22 miles west of BAREERS Point, Oshu,

On the night of the 18th (-11) six enemy bombers
dropped bomba on the RUSSELLS and GUADALCARAL, No damage
was reported, The lat phase of augmenting the air laid mines
in the BUIN area was completed the 18th (-11) and the final
phase 1s plenned for tonight,

Rear Admiral Spruance has been ordered relieved by
Rear Admiral McMorris,

The enemy is worried about our move in the ALEUTIAKS
end expect that we will put pressure on the RUSSIANS to ob-
taln bases in KAMCHATKA and nearby Russian Islands.

May 19th  (Oahu Date) Q?”?Ej

During the day SURANA Valley was brought under our con-
trol and the Japs were pinned to the CHICHAGOF Harbor area and
approaches thereto, Our troops were taking positions during
thls evening and night for further advance tomorrow, Improved
weather permitted air support of the ground troopa, Surfaoce

forces continued to oover the operation and DDs were employed
to provide bombardment supnort of troops,

At least eight enemy glanol were over GUADALCANAL dugre
ing most of the night May 19-20 (-11) and dropped bombs on at
least three runs. Fourteen men were reported killed and twenty
wounded, Two enemy planes were shot down, '

An enemy task force was reported off HONSHU by one of

our submarines, This may have been one BB, one CV, 2 CA, §
DDs which left TRUK several days ago. @
: J
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SECRET
May 20th (OCahu Date)

The enemx occuples the high ground at the pass entrance
to CHICHAGOF, Activity at ATTU during the day was mainly to
overcome - this point of resistance.

In his 192327, General DeWitt proposes the capture of
KISKA during September. CinCPac favors the plan and recommended
approval to Cominch in his 210247.

The South Pacific was generally quiet., The BB and CV
task forces which have been operating to the northwest of NEW
CALEDONTIA are returning to NOUMEA.

The press announced that Admiral Yamamoto, CinC Combined
Fleet was killed last month when the plane in which he waa riding
was shot down. It reported further that his succeseor is
Admiral Mineichi Koga.

©
May 2)st  (Oamhu Date) M

Our troops ocontinued to advance through the CHICAGOP-
MASSACRE-SARANA Pass and on the left advanced 2000 yards along
the high ridage, The enemy continues stubborn resistance.
Casualties reported to date -including siok - total 1014. 3ur-
face forces continue to cover amd supnort the attaok,

There was e possible sud oontaot off the Oregon Coast,
The South Pacific was quiet,

The Joint Chiefs of Staff will review the hospital ship
situation in the Pacific, We suspect that the Japs are using
hospital ships for military purposes. Day befors yesterday a
Jap sub sank an Allied hospital ship off MISIANE,

The TRIGGER reported sighting an enemy CV task force

standing toward Tokyo Bay. O\‘V @
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SECRET
May 22nd  (Oahu Date)

The situation on ATTU is generally unchanged. The Japs
have retired to strong positions with their front line about 3000
yards 1inland from the head of CEICHAGOP Harbor. At 1600 (£10)
today the CHARLESTON and PHELPS were attacked off HOLTZ BAY by |
12 to 15 enemy land based torpedo planes. Ko torpedo hits were ‘
made and no casualties were reported. One plane was shot down.
It ia fairly certain that these planes came from PARAMUSHIRO.

Aerial nining in the BUIN area was again undertaken last
night,

A despatch was intercepted whioh indiocates that the
NHIAGRA and 6 PTs are on fire just south of GUADALCANAL. This
group was enroute NILNE BAY, No other details are known here,

There were no new enemy developmenta. QLAA)J\
May 23rd, (Oahu Date) <ED

Our troops continued to make slipght pains toward CHICIAGUP
against stubborn enemy resistance., Jonsidering the difficult
terrain and bad weather, progress is good. During the afternoon
16 Jap bombers attacking our troops on ATTU were intercepted by
6 P-38s fron AMCHITKA, The eneny lost five planes against our
loss of two. There has been an inorease in small boat casualties
at MASSACRE Bay which is slowigf up unloading. To provide for

n

more orderly and better disciplined small bhoat operation there a
naval port director has been appointed,

CominCh 241336 pink directs the planning and treining
phase for the capture of KITKA,

Admiral Halsey requests a submarine concentration at TRUX
from June 1lth in his 240526 pink, His 24,0531 is an operations
summary for the day. The sinking of the NIAGARA by our own
torpedc seems precipitate, In several instances during the war
ships have been abandoned and/or sunk while there was still s

reasonable chance for salvage, Details regarding the NIAGARA
are insufficient for judgment,

There were no new enemy developments,

TN

@\w (&
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SECRET

May 24th (Oahu Date)

On ATTU General landrum continues to make preparations
for a general asssult toward CHICHAGOF planned for tomorrow.
Taking advantage of good visibllity dAuring the day troops reached
Jump off poaltions facing an engmy strong position slong the high
ground to the southwestward of the heaed of CHICHAGCOP Harbor. The
local logiatic situation has improved. The extent of air cooper-
ation during the assault will, of course, depend on the weather.
LASSACRE BAY i3 recommended by Army reconnalssance for develop-
ment as main port of the Island because it seems less exposed to
the weather than HOLTZ BAY,

At 0955 (-11) 24th 19 TEF and 4 VF attacked RINGI COVE
{just west of VILA), At 0945 (-11) the 25th 13 bombers covered
by 0 VF bombed and atrafed REKATA. Com 7th Fleet has asked for
4 Paolfic Fleet DDs for his operations commencing June 15,

There 1a no change noted today in enemy major deployment
or plans. It 1s indicated that the Japs will not undertake fish-
ing off the east coast of KAMCHATEKA during the coming season be-

cause of the situation at ATTU. t (:>
”~

May 25th (Oahu Date)

A coordinated attack along the ridge south of CHICHAGOP
was started at 1045 (£ 10) today., By evening hard fighting
continued on the ridge in a snow storm. The south force was
able to penetrate the enemy position and considerable enemy
casualties were believed inflicted. The CHARLESTON bombarded

CHICHAGOF village area. Three alr strikes were made on the
CHICHAGOF area.

The South Pacific area was quiet. Bad weather in the
SOLOMONS hampered air operations. D-Day for the NEW GPOROGIA
infiltration and for the alr field construction on WOODLARK
and KIRIWINA was moved forward to June 30th. CinCPac 252319

(pink) gives plans for employment of Paclific Pleet subs during
these operations.

There were no new ensmy developments. CAL);\
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SECRET
May 26th (Oahu Date)

On ATTU our forces continue to make gains to capture the
helghts overlooking CHICHAGOF, Enemy resistance i{s very stub-
born, Our planes were able to provide effective assistance
to the troops during the day. There are no indications of
any enemy surface unlts enroute for the relief of ATTU.

Bad weather in the SOLOMONS prevented all alr activity
except searches., The South Pacific was quiet, as was the

Contral Pacifile. v (Kb)b
W .
There were no new enemy developments.

May 27th, (Cahu Date) >

Admiral Nimitz left today for San Franolsco for a conference

with Admiral ¥ing, The agenda for the anonference is in ‘‘ominoh
270001,

On ATTU sharp fighting continued along the high ridge over-
looking CHICAGOF, Diffioult terrein and studbborn enemy resis-
tance oontinues to make srogress very slow,

In the South Pacifie 12 5, 12 TBF, 48 VF bombed LUNDA
from low altitude., Heavy AA was reported. Cominch has directed

that four Pacifio Fleet DDs be sent to SWPacForce for the oom~
ing offensive, .

DeWlitt's 281710 is a pronosed Joint directive Tor the
canture of HICKA,

.
May 29th (oehu date) o

On ATTU ocur troops ocontinumed their attempts to drive the

enemy from the 2:=ihtn overlooking OHRICEAGOP, No substantial
gaina were repo .

r
»
-

ComOen WDC 272330 1s & directive for the KISKA operatiomn.
These two plans are summarised in CinCPas 200118 pink shioh
glves our version of the training directive.

Cominch 271427 pink requests comment on loymsnt of
Canadians in the Aﬂﬁ'ﬂll.m g

The Central and South Paeific areas were quiet.

Thers were no new enemy developments,

e
6 S
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SECRET
May 29th, (Oahu Date)

Good 88 18 being made on ATIV as shown by Cemeresl
Landrum's 3021;3 W. ocumulative casualty total today
is: killed 184, wo 821, miseing 78, siok aad injured 82
Thus the ineffectives in the two weeks fichting are roughly us
of the total landed,

The South Pacific was mu{ quist. DBad weather son-
tinues. to h-rr effeotive air rat o Two airfrields for

VF are soheduled for completioa June 15th, All major SoPue
task foroes ocontinue %0 be at normal ees.

CinCPac 292113 pink explains OinCPac 290115 pink to
Admiral Nimitz who is in San cisco for conferemoe,

The enenly is sending considerahle air strength to PARA-

MUSHIRO, but there is no evidence of major surface moves toward
that area or toward the ALEUTIANS (t\ ecw®
sty A

May 30th. (Oahu Date)

Our foroes, by the end of the day, had reached the head
of CHICHAGOF Harbor and had overcome al on;:y renistance
A

small pockets of troops in the overlooking ground to the
sast of the harbvor. 8, the capture of ‘H?i. practiocall

completed. It is expected that the first VP strip there will be
ready for planes about June 10th,

CinCPac 298840 pink is the proposed directive to planm,
train for, and capture KISKA,

The Central and South Facifioc Areas were quiet.

There were no new enemy developments.

&>

May 3lst, (Oabu Date) (ae ©
The activity on ATTU was oonfined today to the searchiag

for and mopping up of smll of the easmy and t0 oomsoli-

dating our defense gutiou. initial move to SHRNYA bas
e bomber strip somstructiom om that islamd

ATTU operation. IS is estimated that about 1500 Japs have besa

killed on ATIV M:f the ocoupation. Our losses are: Killed
208; wounded 1086; misasing 71.

The Centrel Pacifio was quiet. Lieut, Geaeral Rumoans

was relieved today as C. 0. Fawaiian Departaeat Wy ldeus,.Geperel
Riochardson,




03 2037

' L

During April our planes dropped on ANMATEUR 5744 bombs
welighing 637.8 tons. chanS¥ received 60 tons 500
bombs. Destroyed or damaged unknown number enexy Dlanes

on KISKA veach by bombing and strafing. Our combat

losses: 1 Liberator shot down orew lost, 1 Warhawk re-

turning from attack orashed pilot saved. 36 Planes demaged
varying degrees. 2 orew members received minor injuries.

c o« AFFECTATION,

o' SLrip compileted., Army streng 0,800, Kavy 880
officers and men, BIRD g?:p redar installations estadb-
liashed, OGLIVGA. Army has 70 officers and men based thers
including radar personnel., Radar working. Soms omergenoy
gasoline, € .50 ocaliber machine guns and amal)l arms for
local defense, Strip already been found invaluable as
emergency landing field. OREAT SITKII ISLAND. Construction
of fuel oll storage by Sea Bees has begun. ACCENTUATE.

Harbor facilities greatly expanded. Motor torpedo boat base

in operation. KULUK BAY anti torpedo net pnrtilllzxggailotod.
Sono Buoys laid. Light oruiser group bombarded JA |
twenty-sixth April destroying ammunition dump starting fires.
3-32 torpedoed one enemy AX off JACKBOOT April 10th believed
sunk, PBY bombed 2 en DDs northwest of JACKBOOT April

tenth nll hits. Army cable laid between APFECTATION and
ACCENTUATE now in use, XIDDLETON refloated CONSTANTINE

HARBOR April sixth now at INCUBUS undergoing temporary re-
pairs, ,

COMINCH %o CINCPAC.

Your comment on entisubmarine situation SoPac. and IWPAC

1s desired partioularly with respect to desiravility of
meking Cinopao responsible for protection of shipping from
United Statea all the wy to AUSTRALIAN ports as a means
for making best use of escorts avallable, Above to apply
only to through traffioc loocal oonvoys to be handled by
area command full study is being made of resssignment of
esoort vessels mut there can be little reenforcement of
your fleet "in the immediate future, Do you need any of-

fioers with experisnce in antisubmarine operations in the
At lantie .
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OL 0534 COM 3RD FLT to COM JST FLT, Info ALL TFC SOPAC, cos_7TH FLT,

58 US airoraft struok RFXKATA 3AY 0810L (-11) 3rd, Avengers
Dauntless and Corsairs bombed strafed while 22 Wildoat
Lightning Warhawk fighteras covered, Ton and 2 ton bdombs
blasted bivouac areas buildings AA poaitiors starting lerge
blaze, 1 blook buster leveled whole 5 aores trees in
bivouso area, Airsight 3rd saw 1 DD 11 AK'e in AUIN area,
WILLIAM WILLIAMS torpedosd 2nd was still arloat and under-
way 0100 GCT 3rd, AITUTAXI, CCOK ITLANDE hed redar contaot
2 unldentified ships close to Ielend 0546 GCT 3rd., Ves-
sels later departed Southweet., Evening 2nd unident lizhts
moving West off North Coast “AN CRITTOBAL, BExplosions
heard shortly afterwards seme area,

05 0556 COM 3RD FLT COM

Before dawn 4th 3 forts ordered KAHILI on harassing mission
falled get through visited MUNDA instead. Dropped 24 times
300 then over to REKATA for disposal 14 remaining same eise
bombs. At 1020 L (-11) same morning twin strikes consist-
ing 6 Avengers & Dauntless 8 Corsairs raided VANGAVAKCA
RINGI COVE sirmltaneously. € half-tonnera 24 quarter-ton
oggs fell each area and thorough strafings followed, 1
fire at VANGA, Smoke from barge and wharf ares RINGI,
Wildoats 8 New Zealand Warhawks formed fighter cover for
both striking groups. Yeaterday's dope sheet referred
erroneously fo Z2-ton bombs in REKATA strike 3rd. l-ton
size was biggest used.

07 0552 COM JRD FIEET to CINCPAC, Info NZNB, COM 7TH FLT, ete,

77 BLUE planes struck MUNDA 0830 L (~11) 6th blasting AA
posits, runway, buildings, dumps with high explosive amd
fire bombs and thoroughly strafing area, Dauntless Avengers
Warhawks under Corsair Wildcat coverage participated,
Coaptwatcoher reported explosions continuing to 1050 L and
ﬁhoto planes passing over at 1100 saw fires still blezing.
oon 6th Recce planes sighted 11 AK's in BUIN anchorage
area, Afternmoon 6th search plane shot down ORANGE rloet
prlans Soutlwest NEW GLORGIA, Another searcher saw pos-
sible mub 20 miles East ONTONOG JAVA, Sub reported off
DIXON reefr MALEKULA at 0900 L today 7th, Pollowing from
the Coaat Watoh GRAPEVINE, 2 cargo ships oalled at VILA
night of 5th returning FAISI early 6th, VANGA strike ith
left only 3 houses standing generally messed up the area,
Indications Nips about to occupy TEOP Harbdor,

16
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08 0538 COM JRD FLRET to CINCPAC info ALL TFC's THIRD PLEET, otg .

According KOLOMBANGARA coastwatcher recent BLUR operations
in BLACKETT STRAIT paid off today May 8 when 2 damaged Wip
vessels scuttled themselves at 0705 {-11). 1 CL or DD was
standing by possibly demaged. Air strike despatched from

GHEEN

CACTUS to catch this one, 2 Liberators heokled KAHILI PAURO

Island and BALLALE night of 6th-7th. More dope from coast
watchers. Jap landing on OOWER Island from sub is rumored

C UGELI strength appears reduced. REKATA raid by BLUB planes

ord coat Nipse 13 dead many wounded. Friendly scouts killed

2 more Japs

07 2006 COMINCH to CINCPAC info COMAIRPAC, VOPNAV, CHIEP OF STAFF UB.

Review of rogulremntl for overseas transportution of Navy
airecraft in Fa

cific, Oominoh 171402 Pebruary. Indicates need

for total of 2 ACV's now, 3 in July and 5 in September to be
assigned paramount duty as saircraft transports and sush assign-

méent is authorized. To assist in transport of Army fighter

aircraft arrange 1 ACV voyage to South or Southwest Pacifis
with Army fighters in June, 1 in Sept, and 1 a month therssafter

to end of 1943. Provide Vice CNO about 20 days notice of

availability dates on West Coast of ACV's to be sailed with

Army planes in order necessary arrangements with Army may be

made.
09 0603 COM 3IRD to CINCPAC B, COM 7 '

SED's accompanied by Warhawks scored 1,000 pound bomb hit
on Nip DD in GIZ20 Anchorage forencon eighth slightly

1l of 2 other deastroyers seen near 0IZO. Results this strike

Plus reassessment ccast watcher reports re mine damage in-
dicates 1 DD badly damaged 1 DD slightly damaged. 3 Ave
32 Corsairs originally part of Blackett strike did not ge

rs

through so bombed and strafed MUNDA, Afternoen 8th 108 Blue
aircraft off-took from Henderson to finish Blackett remnants.

Entire strike turned back by weather, DRUM sinking 3 AK's
totaling 17,000 tons.

12 0339 CINCPAC to COMINCH.

After conference with Captain Allen recormended no change in
gmaent set-up by which CinCPac controls esoorts in North and

entral and South Pacific through subordinate echelons.
Consider present system of assigning escorts for convoys

moving through Sopac and Sowespac areas by mutusl agreement

between Force Commanders those aress depending upon availabil-

ity of escort vessels when required better than control by
CinCPac from distance. Urdis 032037.
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12 0105

12 0614

12 0827

COMNORPAC to COMINCH CINCPAC CTF 97,96 COMUEN WDC NORPACFOR.

Heavy fog has dolni landings and prevented effective air
operations LANDCRAB, Pr 88 to present time. landings from
aubs and KANE on beach successfully completed., & boats
have landed beach RED, Present Plan CTF 61 1s to force landings
beaches RED, YELLOW and BLUR at 1530 ¥ (£10) weather permitting.

COMNORPAC to COMINCH CINCPAC NORPACFOR "USUAL ADDEES*

Further information on LANDCRAB. landings are progressing on
beaches RED, YELLOW and BLUE in dense fog., GCorTaskPorce 51
reported thet CHICHAOF had been bombarded radar control and

our troops were about 3,000 rrda inland from beaches RED and
YELLOW. This at 1840 W (£10

COMNORPAC to COMINCH CINCPAC CTF 97,96 NORPACPOR COMOEN WDC.

Comnorpac sends additional information May 11lth summary, Wea-
ther to westward ACCENTUATE dense surface fog or low celilings.
¥Wind at JACKBOOT initially northesst veering to northerly 5
knots. Fog continued throu?hout day in JACEBOOT aresa. bmarine
and KANE (DD235) personnel (400 men) landed beach SCARLET,
Estimated 1100 landed beach RED, 2000 beaches YELLOW snd ELUR
by 20 hours ¥ (£10). Commenoced main landing about 1530 W on
beaches YELLOW and ELUE., CTF 51 reports 5 planes lost but no
pilots. Troop casualties not known believed light thus far.
AFFECTATION air bombardment groups unable see HOLTZ CHICEAGOP or
other targets but on way home 1 flight imediums dropped 38 demo
300'a camp area run at AMATEUR, CHIRKOP ORANT (reenforcement
troops) with escorting ships proceeding to aresa 50 miles north-
east Polnt YELLOW on call from CTF 51 searches averaged 450
miles northwest and southwest 615 milee west 400 miles south
ACCENTUATE mostly radar. Unloading continues through night
with crulaser groups and battleships in covering positions.
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CT

1, 0745 COMNORPAC COMINCIH, CINCP. cT? COMG XN WDC

West of ACCENTUATT oontinued fog rain low ceilings and re-
duced visibility. Wind JAGKBDgg Southeast 15 to )0 knote,
Part 1 of 3 part May 13th summary, At 1357 W (£10)

GKREN |

Comtaskfor 51 reﬁorted following., PHELP3, IDAHD neutralized
0

enenmy batterlee HOLTZ BAY whioh were preventing our artil-
lery from firing, BLUE artillery from beach RED now moving
up. Strong winds poor visibility slowing operations and
prohibitlni air support, General Brown reports "Our plan
of attack indefinite awaiting visiollity™. Intend oad
CHIRIKCF beach RED, Little ohange troop poeitione sinoe
last report. New subjeot. Morning searches averaged 475
Northwest and Weat 4LOO Southwest ACCENTUATE, Mostly rdar,
Northernmost seotor (55-56 North) not yet reported, BELL
and CHIRIKOF will continue unloading at Beach during

night, SICARD and MacDONQUGH (damaged in ocollision) arrived
ACCTNTUATE, 4 heavies diverted rrom ATIV to KI'KA by weather

dropped 160 demo centuries main ocamp KITKA, Overcast pre-

vented observation of results. 8 Warhawks dropped 7 or

tonnere from 3000 feet through hole in overcass on

KISKA, 3 bombs seen to explode in installation area, 2
AFFECTATION motor torpedo boats made sweep off Jouth coast
AMATEUR night of May l2th. Negat oontacts, For further
info see CTF 51 dispatoh 140729, Total air at-
tacks in support of our troops on ATIU involve mediums
10 heavies 2, lightnings. Times from local noon to 1615 W

(plus 10), Altitudes 70 feet to 7,500. Attacked designated

targets NMOLT and CHICAGOF, Total dropped by land based air

26,2 tons oonsisting centuries 300's quarter tonners and freg
clustera, Many fires started, L enemy barges urned, BSil-
enced ack ack periodioally, Number attacks by Wildcats dur-

ing day unknown but bdelieved numeroua, Comtaskforoce 51 re-

ported rollowi:‘i 0901 W (plus 10) today 13th, Enqn{ submarine

Teported by Catdlliia to have fired torpedo at PENNSYLVANIA
afternoon 12th. Depth charged 6 hours by FARRAGUT and
EDSARDE, Surfaced about midnight, PFired on by BUWAKLS,
Balieved sunk, PERIDA hit rook MASIACRE now deached at
Yollow and is now about 5 percent unloaded, Al'A's average
30 percent unloaded, Troop advance slow dus fog and enemy

resistance, Early visibdility prevented air or naval gunfire __

support, Naval gunfire support has now ccumenced,



SECRET

SHERN

¥ay (OCT)

15 0543

16 0602

16 0915

COMTHIRDFLT to CINCPIRSTFLT, info NZNB, ALL TFC'3, SOPAC ate.

Quartet of bombing TEF'S raided TOIOLKI shipping 8nd sue-
cessive night 14th again scoring 2 hits on AK with aid of
light from flare planea. Supporting Liberators haressed
KAHILI airdrome were met by inept Jap night fighters,

Other Liberators heckled PALLALE MUNDA. Para. Photos AM
14th showed KAHILI Field tc have only sizable concentra-

tion of warplanes in entire SOLOMONS Ares. 29 VF/5 VB
and 2 dive bombers.

CTF 51 %o CTF 16 info CINCPAC.

Part 1 of 2, Completed conference. Brown states ss followst
1 present forces committed. Does not have sufficient

strength to take ATTU. Doubts 1f Oulin can ocapture HOLTZ
with present forces and believes his position insecure with-
out reinforoements which Brown can not supply from local
forces, Requests early conference if posalble with you and
DeWitt., Believes enemy strength greater than original esti- |
mate and possibly thirteen infantry companies plue special '
troops total number unknown. Enemy casualtiss unknown. i
Attributes diffioulty to terrain and numerous concealed

enemy machine gun positiona. Requeets immediate reinforoe-
ment by fo t! infantry plus artillery avallable and remainder
thirty-sscond infantry., Para. In view of amrmnomnrnod
by Brown have ordered HELL to remain unloading off ach,
Hops to complets tomorrow when she will be directed to
recover boats proosed ADAK purpose load such troope ae you
may direct, CHIRIKOF requires probably 5 day unload and
have directed her MABBACRE to complete.

Part 2 and last of my ;6?%. Supplies can then be ferried
ach DY cane or sma oats. Suggest LCT's and barges
be sent JACKBOOT assist utiloedidg. HARRIS (APA 2) ZEILIN
(APA 3) completed unloading now fueling DDs and will join
EELL return ADAK, HEYWOOD remain MASSACRE for emergency
evacuation Red Beach. Para. Request your approval uy pro-
posed ship movemsnts am submitting suggested distribution
naval forces this area by later despatch. Peara. Situstion
today. BErown reports latest complete casualty list ie as
of 1700 May 13th: 4 officers, 40 men killed. 3 officers,
168 men wounded, 74 missing. Weather poor. No carrier
operationa, Army heavies in area 4 houre could ot drop
At 1845 Lightnings attacking in HOLTZ BAY, sharg
and Catalinas on intensive anti-sub patrol. Kingfishers
ferried bombs to Japs near target 33 ACJOUR northern troope
at north side south PFREAG west and a « Blight reins

in south but situation generally unchanged. Supplies drop-
ped for acouts.
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16 0630

16 0930

18 0614

COMNORPAC to COMINCH CINCPAC NORPACFOR CTP 96, 97, CONOEN WDC.

Following information from CTF 51 as of 1020 W (£10) today.
Part 1 May 1§§E Eggfagf. Previous report our Northerm troope
along ridge HO. n error, 2 battalion oombat teams of
Northern troops are about 600 yards northwest of beach in west
arm HOLTZ with provisional battalion 1000 yards farther west.
Net advance in this area afternoon 1l4th 500 yards. Yesterdays
bombardment carefully controlled by shore spotters. MNo prog-
ress 1s reported from Southern area where situation remsins
unchanged, APA percentage unloadings HEYWOOD 100, ZRILIK 90,
BELL 70, HARRIS 72, Expeot complete unloading APAs late today
or by tomorrow morning. PERIDA 30 percent unloaded, CHIRIKOF
10, GRANT 50, Expect unload GRANT, PERIDA by 17th, CHIRIKOP
20th or later, PERIDA expect completion tomorrow. Total

Army wounded embarked from southern ares 119. 2 torpedoes
fired at EELL off RED Beach., Both missed and hunt is on for
sub., Weather atill bad this morning. Slight improvement thie
afternvon and alr ground support missions from AMCHITEA are off.

COMNORPAC to CTP 51, Intercept.

Your 152310, Due to unsatisfactory progress of LAKDCRAB land-
ing phase will not be considered completed upon withdrawal of'
APA'a, but will be held in sbeyance while situstion 1s being
clarified. Air plan being set up for tomorrow same &s last

2 days. Ship movements proposed in your 160615 are approved.

OFNP JRD PLT to CINCPAC info N"NB, ALL TFC'T, COPAC, e%c,

Orange sub sank tanker STOREY posit 17-30 South 173-02 Rast |
at 15,0 OCT 17th. Rescue planes in contact with nearly 60
survivors in boats near scene, Para, Blue dive bombers at-
tacked REKATA Bay 0850 L (-11) 17th. Searoh plane reported
30 planes on MUNBA Field morning 17th nut fighter sweep and
photo reoce disclosed no serviceahle airora there,
freighters 3 escort vessels BUIN FAISI same morning. OCRAY-
BACK reports 2 hites in big DD plus 2 hits in 2 medium Marus.

Coastwatch boys say smal)l oraft traffic ocontinues in and
around BUKA passage area,
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J 19 2327

19 2345

21 0247

GKLELN

CoWDC CINCPAC

Bk A Somatpes AGEM iy et fo oent

tt. uction and occupation TEUR subject, Anm-
phibious training force number 9 consisting of 2 Rgts, I
1 Regt AA artillery, 1 Regt Combat Engrs with attached ;
troops, total 16,000 men, Gen Corlett commanding, assembled

since May 1 at Camp Ord and under trninin%hContnﬁor!lc
since that date for AMATEUR operation pd This operation

not yet approved as such by Joint Chiefs of 3taff, To
enable this force to be fully equipped with resulting
maximum effectiveness of training without further delay
sugcest we Join in dispateh to Joint Chief of 3taff rec-
ommending approval this operation. MNessage to be sent
by you atating my concurrence,

2nd and last part Comnorpesg 1%%%%5. Appreciats this may !
be conaidered premature wit RAB stil)l active and

with occupation VOLUELE and construction airfield thereon
for use in June dependent on early conclusion LANDCRAB

but as result of action 18th and today am confident op-
eration will now be ended promptly and successfully.
Consider it imperative advantage be taken of time now
avallable to perfect organization and training this fortce

80 a3 to be prepared to launch AKATEUR attack during next
most favorable period weather conditions Aleutian area.

As basis for planni suggest consideration be given use
AFFECTATION, ACCENTUATE and INCUHUS for staging ground |
force using APA'3, L3T!'3, LCT'S and LCI'S. Operation to

be set for firat week in September with training during
month of August in a OOOSEWING area selected by CG ADC

and Comnorpac, Experienoce LANDCRAB operation dictatas

prudence above action. CG ADC and Comnorpac and Comamphib- !
corpspac concur,

CINCPAC C C

I favor COWDC 192387 which 1s being passed to you. My :
090342 January initiated training and planning phase which 1
Is now well advanced but must be modified as result of ;
changed situation and experience following LANDCRAB, On |
assumption that sufflcient covering force and shipping will
remain available to me after withdrawals for operstions now
planned in other areas I recommend approwval. '
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24 0531 COM 3RD FLRET to CINCSOWESPAC, RDO AUCKIAND, CINCPAC, etc.

During night 23rd-24th BLUE aircraft extensively bombed ORANOR
posits In SOLOMONS., Between 2350 and 0054 {(=11) A Liber-
ators plus 14 Fortresses hammered KAHILI end BUIN TONOLEI ehore
line area with 250 times 300 pounders. Avengers falled contact ;
€ unident ships off MOILA POINT 1 plane this type bombed ERVEXTA
Island, All this in support and as diversion to successful
mining operations. In addition 5 more liberators struck KAHILI
BALLALE with half ton bombs scoring direct hite each strip also
located 3 freighters BALLALE bombed 1 vessel results unknown, ‘
Time 2302-0100 (-11). 10 Ports out later elrrg,l 1 ton bombs
dispersed bg weather raided KAHILI east noint ggTLAND. BALLALE
NUNDA, REKATA. Para. PP tender NIAGARA hit by Nip torpedo duse
east SAN CRISTOBAL sbout 1430 {-11) 23r4q. Subsequently aband-
oned survivors reached CACTUS in PT's. Tanker STANVAC MANILA
torpedoed 1635 GCT 23rd south of AMADEE Light. OUADAL ha¢ 3 :
plane raid night of 23rd nil damage 1 slight casualty, EBPIRITU
SANTO had single vlane raid juat after midnicht same night

bombs fell harmlessly in SEGOND CHANMEL,




GHREEN -

28 1710 DeWITT to GCINCPAC, In

Conmunication of yours M30 ZL21AS Hay 25 is referred to,
C@s5d8L, This 18 psrt 1, suggested Joint Direotive:

PARA ;. Objeotive, Reduotion and ocoupation of i.ilKA and
LITTLE KISKA at earliest praoticable date.

PARA 2, Purnose., To destroy last remsining hostile foroces
Tn the ALTUTIANG, to make impossisle future enemy occupa-
tion of ALWUTIAN territory, to oreate base for future opers-

tions agalnst Japan and ageinst hostile shipning in liorth
Pﬂcificn *

Thia is Part 2 of our MSC 281710,
TACK A, To reduce and ocoupy II™TA and LITTLE KI3KA,

TASK 3., To improve present enemy airfield thereon or ocon-
struct suitable airfield on YISKA or LITTL: “ITKA,

Para 3, Command. Supreme oommaend CTF l6, Ariy Jomdr
ortiten Amohibdian training force 9,

PALRA 4, Fordes assigned Navy, Task Porce 16 and such ad-
ditional forces as may bhe ansigned theroto. Army Foroes,
Assault and Reserve Troops as rfollows: T.iI5S DPAXT 3 CF

CUR M3G 281710: Assault Forces, present amnhibian training
force 9 ausmented by one additional infantry regimental
combat team with attached troops as deslynated by comnGen
WDC, Reserve forces to be Inf ilegsimental combat tean now
in Almska plus Canadian troops epproximeting one Aneriocan
Inf Regimental combat team with attached troops, This part
L of our MSG 281710. Permanent garrison for rliKA to be
as designated by <omGen WDC,

PARA 5, Target date, on or about September first,
PARA 6. Command of oocgﬁi?d area will revert to Amy when
L'y,

sanior Army officer X1 informs Comtaskforce 16 that Army
is ready to assume ocommand. This ends dispatch,




GREXN

i Teon

30 1150 LANDRUM o COMNORPAC,

30 1188

CASCO relays. Part 1 of 8 parts. The enemy attack wp
Chicagof Valley at dawn this morning was made by & foree
eatimated to de approximately 880 men. It mas
as proviononl‘; reported. This fores overan ths 34 batta-
lion 17th an and made & vicious attack on the bat-
talion and imsntal ocomamnd post. The losses of
ocommand pos 1 personnel are not definitely
known but are probadly bﬂz. losses in ocombat unite not
believed at. sation of this battalion oom~
Pleted, After passing through the command post ares the
enemy advanced towmard the Sarens-Massacre Pase sutting
all communication wires. In route they were hit wni te
of the force reserve and more than hundred enemy killed

in a brief fire action. The remminder scattered as in-
dividual saipers or holed up in smll groups. The da
was ocoupied in cleaning up these pookets, in 1 of oh

2 officers and 09 wore killed. At this hour the
upper floor of the valley and approaches to the Fass
have been cleared except for an occcasional per 1 re-
mining pooket, well up a draw on Cold Nountain, reported
to':od.ppr:na-tol 80 strong 1;. izo%l;od and 1» deing
w } o .

orked on by 1 companies ollows £Provably®Rear®.
This 1s Part 8 of 2. All details as to numbers are still
subjeot to verification but this has deen the biggest
eingle killing day wo have had, At this conservative
estimates of enemy killed today 1s & tely 6 offi-
osrs and 200 men. Certain unususl features of s at-
tack ares enemy carried rifles, no mohine guns or light
mortars (verified) some were reported to be only with
bayonets tied to stioks. UNot wverified. Soms reported

to be under influense of liquor or drug. Yot verified.
Many rushed to food dumps and ate revencusly. RMrtially
verified. Ny wire communioation is now being restored.

I plan to attack at earliest opportunity permitted by
neceasity for regrouping of troops weed me for totrr
mop up. In order to further the seourity of long 4iffi-
oult supply lines from beech to forward avea I am ten-
porarily employing every individual that can be takem
from service troops, engineers and AA artillery sen.
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April (GCT)

29 1558

29 I747

06 0903

08 0430

COMINGH to CINCPAC,

ULTRA HIGH COM. I am concerned as to enemy's probable
reactions to our heavy deployment of forces in the
Western ALEUTIANS, He already has information of the
presence of our light cruiser group, he will probably
soon have information through planes or submarines of
the heavy crulser group, and possibly information before
long of our battleship group, His interpretation of the
significance of such heavy assembly of forces may well
prompt powerful reactions, Para 2, I suggest for your
consideratlion delay in departure of NORTH CAROLINA and
VICTORIOUS until arrival of WASHINGTON and ENTERPRISE so
that a task group of this strength is contilnuously avail-

able for deployment by you as needed in the Central or
North Pacifioc. .

COMINCH to CINCPAC, CINCLANT.

Hicom. Prospective employment 2 battleships on special
duty Atlantic will delay intended transfer SOUTH DAKQTA
to Pacific., Present intention send that vessel or IOWA
to Pacific early July. In view new situation Atlantic
Cinclant hereby authorized retain 2 prospective PacF1lt
destroyers to maintaln Task Force 22 screen at total of
5. This 1s in addition to previous arrangements as to
retention of PacFlt destroyers.

COMNORPAC to CINCPAC,

Most Seeret, In view apparent increased enemy activities
Northern KURILES and to provide for strong striking force
being continuously on station to wegtward during post
LANDCRAB period request NEW MEYXICO and MISSISSIPRPI with
at least I degtroyers be sent this area to arrive as

soon as practicable. '

COMSOPAC to CINCSOWESPAC info COMINGH CINCPAC COMSOWESPAC

Handle as most secret. This is schedule for movement of
SO0PAC units less MTBS and Deflense Bn to Sowespac for WOOD-
LARK operation. Your 070158. Para 1 PRESIDENTS JACKSON,
ADAMS, HAYES with troops and equipment of 134th Field Ar-
tillery Bn, Company C 404th Engineer Bn, miscellaneous
Army Bervice Units, 112th Cavalry less 1 troop and leas
animals, and ground personnel 1 Army pursuit squadron, es~
corted by 3 destroyers depart NCUMEA about May 15 arrive
TOWUNSVILLE about May 19, Estimate will require 3 days to
discharge troops and cargo. Request you then route these
vessels to NOUMEA Para 2 CARINA with additional Army eargo
edcorted by 1 Destroyer departs NOUMEA May 21 arrives
TOWNSVILLE about May 28, DIstimate will require 7 days to
unload. Request you provide relief for CARINA escort

- CONTINUED - 155k~
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08 0430 COM3OPAC - Continued -

AG CAPRICORN CHANNEL and route CARINA to NOUMEA after unlosded
Para 3 Comtransdiv 16 in GILMER is enroute TOWNSVILLE, BHOOKS
is enroute SYDNEY. These vessels are assigned opersational
control Comsowespac on arrival. BROOKS has 2 weeks availabll-
ity for retubing condenser at SYDNEY already arrenged. Psre 4.
6 L3T's with naval base personnel and equipment escorted by
HUMPHREYS and SANDS with 1 troop 112th Cavalry departs NOUNMEA
about May 14 arrives TOWNSVILLE about May 20. On arrival
Sowespac 6 LST's HUMPHREYS and SANDS pass to operstional con-
trol Comaowespac. Para 5. Administration of 4 APD's and 6
L3T's remains under Comsopac. Pare 6, If satisfactory to you
plan to route all vessels for TOYNSVILLE via CAPRICORN CHANMLL. '
Assume you can provide barrier pllots, Para 7. In near future
Plan to send staff representatives of Army and Navy units by
air to TOWNSVILLE to make bivouac and unloading arrangements
Para 0, PRESIDENTS from anchorage within 1000 yards of Leach
a8t GUADALCANAL have unloaded similar cargo in six hours using
own boats and embarked troops as stevedores. These ships
draw 26 feet and consequently rust anchor about 0 miles off
TOWNSVILLE which will greatly lncrease loading time. Same
applies to CARINA which draws at lemst 25 feet. If unloeadi
time 18 governing factor recommend reconsideration PORT uonﬁg-
BY as destination for the foregolng SOPAC vessels if teaches
sultable for landing craft are available. Advise.
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08 1329 COMINCH to COMSOPAC, Info CINCPAC,

This is MOST SECRET Part 1 of 081355. In answer to War
Department despatch renuest for information KacArthur on
May 5 advises as follows. General plan of ocanpaign to
acoomplish Joint Chiefs of Staff directive of March 29th
is briefly as follows: .

Ong;giégn l.
e Weatern axis ocoupation of WOODLARK and KIRIWINA
Islands.

Ongra%}gn A. Oad/
astern axis infiltration into NEW CEORGLAAor SANTA
ISADEL Island without commitment of major foroes.

Opgra%;gg 2,
estern axis opapture of LAE SALAIAUA FINCHHAVEN MADANG
ares,

Oporaiggg R,
astern axis ceapture BUIN-FAIS] area,

Opgraﬁ;ge 3.
estern atis ocoupation western NEW BLITAIN,

Og!:gi;gn C,
astern axis ocoupation KIETA and neutralization A/KA,

Sequence and timing subjJect to fluctuations of
taotical circumstances,

“ ASSUME: Operstjon A will proceed during gperstions ) and 2.
%ii!ﬁ&l&ﬂ.@.'ill follow ocoupation and consolidation

Three task foroces are planned:
(1) Through SOLOMONS composed of South Pacific Foroea.
(2) To oooupy KIRIWINA and WOODLARK and Western MNEW
;RIIAIN composed of Southwest and South Paocifie
oroes,

{3) In NEW GUINEA composed of Southweat Pucifioc Forees.

(Continued) 156¢
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08 1329 COMINCH CO c, I CINCPAC, (Continued)

The general details of employment of forces in operations
along eaatern axis and in Operetions 2 and 3} western axis
are essentially the same as pleans which were presented by
ataff representatives at WASHINGTON, For the occupation

of KIRIWINA and WOODLARK Islanda a oonourrent infiltratio

to both is glnnnnd covered by Southwest Pacifio air foroes
from GOODENOUGH Island and South and Southwest Pacifio air
foroes from MILNE Bay, Arrangements have been perfeoted
with Comsopac to furnish an ooounying gnrriaon for WOOD-
LARK Island oomposed of lgorotlmtoly 000 men exolusive of
air units, The South Paclfic also furnishes frloating equip-
ment to faocllitate the operations. A Southwest Pecifio
garrison of similar strength is to supply occoupying foroe
for KIRIWINA Island, The oococupation of both 1slands ia
under a Southwest Pacifioc task force commander for coordina-
tion and oontrol. Southwest Paocific air and naval foroes
support the operstion. Detailed planning is now in pro-
gress and June 15th is target date for the ococupation al-

though some advance parties may be placed thereon at an
earlier date. Unquote,

Para 2, Captain Browning bdringe tentetive plan for infil-
tration occcupation of NEW GEORGIA which indigcates infiltres-
tion of Eastern NEW GEORGIA in the middle of May, Browning

further states that such an operation 1f desired by Halsey
meets with MaoArthur's apnroval.

Para 3, Prompt initietion of operations indiceted in Para

2 above will be strongly recommended by Cominoh to Joint
Chiefs of Staff,

Parea 4. Cincpao and Yomsopac expedite ocomment.
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098 0501

11 1819

16 0420

COMSOPAC to COMINCH info CINCPAC,

Handle as mgsf sggzgﬁ, In general agreement perts 1 2 3
") oming . entative plan KEW GEORGIA envisages
practically sirultaneous selzure WICKHAM as staging point,
VIRU HARBOR as staging point and if reconnaissance estad-
lishes feasibllity an advance air base, RENDOVA ISLAKD as
an advance PT base and as base of departure for attask on
MUNDA, Tentative date about 15 June, form plan and date

to be submitted on return my representatives from BHI3SBAKE
about 15 May,

COMINCH CINCPAC COM3OPAC .

Ultra for addressees only, It is my view that existing
task organization comprise too many quote task forces
ungquote which are in reality quote task groups ungquote

and which are brought together at intervals to operate as
quote task forces unquote. This process has had the result
that we find ourselves making use of task force commnders
with staffs inadequate as to size and as to experience :n
handling coordinated operations, sc that the task force
commander 1s unable to exercise the full scope of command
and rust therefore be told, not only what to do, but pust
be given too much detall as to how to do 1t, Para 2,

The system of numbered fleets was partly adopted in order
to make use of task echelons higher than quote task forces
unquote which fact now requires full consideration of the
creation training and use of quote task forces unquote as
major not minor echelone of fleets with the consequent
careful selection of task force commanders and organizstion

of adequate task force staffs, Give this matter early and
full attentlion,

COMSOPAC COMINCH I CIHCPAC, CINCSOWESPAC

Hendles as moat seoret. My 090501 not to all Addes. Based
on staff conference with representatives of Southwest
Pacific and on ground reconnaissance APERIINT, TOENAILS
plan envisages practically simultaneous seizure: ARMCHAIR
as staging point, BLACK! and construction fighter strip
thereon (30 day estimate), CATSMEAT as staging point,
DOWSER as an advance PT base and base of departurs for
later attack on JACONET, Date tc Se coincident with South-
west Pacific seizure of LEATHERRACK BYPRODUCT earliest
June 15, Plan places small forces ARMCHAIR CATMEAT
BLACKROY employing light craft, Initial movement DOWSRR

1 infantry regiment reinforced employing 6 APD's, 4 APA's,

2 AKA's all 1ightly loaded to arrive debark and depart under :

cover of darkness same night. 15 s DOWTER area meutral-
1ze JACONET. DOWSER foroce to be 1t by infiltration to
43rd Division less 1 regimentel combat team Marine defense
battalion Marine raider regiment less 2 battalions, Haval
and miscellaneous units.
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16 1013 COMNORPAC to COMINCH Info GCINCPAC, CIF S)

This 1s HICOM, CTF 51 152301 and 152310, My 160400,
CTF 51 160602 and 160615, References which have been
double headed to Cominch and Cincpac present the un-
satiafactory tactical situation on JACK WOT, Iten.
Regret the necessity but feel compellied to have com-
mender Landing Force superseded, Aosordingly General
Landrum will proceed by plane to JACK XCT May 16 to
relieve General Brown.

16 0400 CUMNCIPAC to ALMIRAL ROCKWELL, Info SOMINCH, CIL PAS,

Deliver this immediately to Admiral Rockwell personally,
The despatoh is for Admiral Rookwell's eyes only. All
others stop here, Your 152301, 152310 and message
recelved by BUCKNER from Brown recuesting larse shipment
heavy engineer road bHuilding equipment indicate that
Brown has atopped fipghting and intends to oconsolidate

his present position in MASTACRE Bay for an indefinite
period, Evidently he does not intend to move his front
line or to use his vastly superior numbers vigorously

and aggﬁap ively until provided with a road net, This
procedu ﬂieOpardize the entire LANDCRAR operations,
Brown's mission is hased on necessity for spesedy capturs of
HOLTZ 3Jay so as to secure base for prompt movement to
VOLUBLE and construction of airfield thereon., Tactioal
employment of troops is Brown's resnonaihility. If re-
enforcement by water from MASTACHE to RED STACH is
desiransle it should be decided upon at once while land-
ing force facilities are fullv availablé, The view that
the reduction of ATTU will be slow is not acosptable, If
in your opinion Brown lacks stamina and aggressive spirit
necessary for driving attack home at once I intend that
he be relieved from command and he replaced by lLanédrunm
who has been made available, DeWitt and Tuckner conour,
Desire your recommendation immediately. Branch and Hoe
will be sent when escorts avallahle,

16 1016 CTF CTF

For Adm hinkeid. Your 160400. My 160602 and 160615,
Conference with Brown discloses his belief that present

land foroes are inadequate to proseocute a vigorous of-
fensive, Hls reasons given in my references. Was not

aware request was being made for road building equipment,
Browns decision as to reenforcements by water from MASSACRE
t0o beach RED was that troops oould not be spared. Pare,
While lack of personal observation of the immediate taotiocal
situation ashore prevents me from forming a positive opinion
my feeling is that the offensive potentialitlies of our laand
forces are not being fully exploited, OCol Weokerling end
copy of Brown's estimate left by PRY todey and 1 recommend
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16 1016 CTF 51 to CTF 16, (Continued)
your decision be withheld until Brown's difriculties
are fully understood, Para., New sunjeot, I oconsider
the landing phase of LANDCRADB amphibious operation now
oompleted and unless otherwise direoted intend to with-
draw May 16th with 3 APA's leaving HEYWOOD as requested
by CKM landing foroe.

22 0211 Co F ch, Info Jo ‘ P < ¢

This is Utmoat Seoret, Uperating under Comtaskfor 71
GRUNADIER overdue and must be presumed lost, Departed
Fremantle 20 March arrived LY}IVOALAY 1 April. Area as-
slpned by arrangement with CinC EF North uf 7 llorth and
Fast of line NICOROR-AND/i'ANT-CAPE NEGRAIS, 15 April
in 13-13 North 96-55 Fast GRENADIER reported damaging
small ship 3 miles West of PILGRIM Island at 2200 H
(-8) 6 April, no other contacts to 20 fathoms South~
aast RANGOON and West to Loms, 96. 5Suh directed depart
area dark 23 April nrocead TITWARTYAY Ialand for 1 week
patrol vicinity SUNDA STRAIT and depart 4 May for Pre-
mantle reconnoitering CHRISTMAS Island 1 dma' enroute,
Fhio directed acknowledese when feasible, ETA YVCUTH
GULE 10-14 May or Fremantle 13-17 May, GRENALIER not
heard from since 15 Aoril,

24 1336 CominCh to CinCPac Info ComlorPac ComGenWDC CTF 51 etc.

HiCom. Very secret. Joint Chiefs of Staff direct you pre-

V/ pare plan and train according your 210247 except consider
target date should be earlier accepting problem low visi-
bility conditlon. Decision relative to execution will be
made upon recelpt your detaliled plan,

25 0526 Com3oPac to CinCPag info ComSoWesPac ComSubsPac CTF 72.

This is most seoret. Cormmencing D minus 4 day my dis 160420
request concentration 5 submarines covering all exits TRUK,
In event major enemy force heading south desire deployment
along TRUK-BUKA line, In latter ocase request temporary
transfer operational control SoPas
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25 0451 CINCPAC to COMNCRPAC.

Due JACK 0OT occupation Tap fishing operationa on
KAMCHATKA called off, SHCX! MARU and ITWIRY MARU my
230507 not going KAMCHATKA will unload laborers apd
material Northern F'RILE3, SHINTO MATM which departed
HAKO date 17 May after unloadins men and material in
North KURILES will proceed directly to PETROPAVIUV.X
under naval escort,
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25 2319

5

270001

COMSOPAC to COMSUBPAC, COMSOWESPAC,

HICOM, Have civen careful consideration plan proposed
vour 240526, Para, Our best educated guess and rating
into erystal ball leads to firm bellef that bulk of
enemy surface forces has its center of deployment 1in
Fmpire Waters. Further bollieve that move vyou are about
to make will draw on vou enemy shore bhased alrcraft and
troops but willl not in initial phases result in strong
movement of cnemy surface forces *o wour PAILIVICY,
Para, Conatder lack of tarrets, heavy A/3 paetrol and
unfavorable operating con ditlons make this area unprofite.
able hunting pround compared with others., Pars. Will
cover this area and others throurh which enemy may pass
with sufficlent submarine stroncth %o rlve rcu probatle
timely warning of enemy forces and to sublect enery
forces to submarine attack,

SOMINCH to CILCPAC,

Tandle as moat secret, I!ligh Jom from Jominch listing
agenda items for fo.othcoming reference,
B PR vy
1, Central Pacifin Force Organization training emnloy-
ment, Phivbious Forces.
2, llajor Task Forces Urranizetion and troining in genersl.
3. Flag commands for task rorces to be orpanized,
L. Jarrier nipght training,
5, Future bese requirements in the rucific,
6. Coordination of 3UiGin and Pacific umpaigns,
7. General plans i'or the defeat of Japan,
8. Organization for the coordination of antisuxarine
measures routing of convoys 3en Francisco to australiae,
9, Jubmarine warfare method,
10. Analvses of actions,
11, Rotation of personnel.
12, SCLOMON I LANDS NEW GUINEA lamnalgn,
13. Command responsibility for developnent of Alaskan and
Aleutian bases,
14, Secreening of requirements for Pacrleet Aviation
activitiesn,
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27 1427 COMINC C c c

PINK

This is bigot hioom. Subjeoct to final Canadian agresment

AL bDattery of 40 mm guns to APFECTATION about 18

Amg.o.pprons sending 1 Canadian battalion infantyy

apd )
Juns as

garrison troops. These troops to be included within present
Canadiasn

troop ceiling established for the ares as are the

troops now on VINETTE ISLAND., Canadians have further of-
fered to make available to equivalent of a regimental combat
team for future amphibious operation troops to be moved to
GOO3SEWING for training both our troops about 1 month prior
to operation. These troops to be a temporary task foree in

exoess to troop oelling unless later used teo repl

ace garrieon

troops. All supply and equipment except ammment and am-
munition will be by U.3. Cosment on inclusion of Canadians :

as assault of floating reserve.

29 0118 CINKCPAC to COM 1P

Com 12 for Admirsl Nimits. EiCom from CirCPec Admin.
Reference DeWitt's 281710 which is being passed to Com 18.
Following is CinCPac version of Joint Directive to be ilassued
action 16 CTP 51 info CominCh ComOen WDC CoullesSeaPron

ComNorwesSeaPron, 1f you and DeW tt sonour.- Thi

8 19 Joint

Directive 1ssued by CinCPec and ComGen WDC effective on

receipt and supercedes 000342 of Jamuary.
« Reduotion 13 Y

+« To destroy last remain hostile roree
» to deny KISXA and LIT KISKA to

oocupation XKISKA end LITTLE KISKA.

s in
to ereate

base for future operations against enemy in North ‘uino.
Para. Tagk in collaboration with ComOen WDC lan snd train

;.w reduction and oooupation of KISXA and L

™, Buprems command CTP 16. Amphibicus opera-
tions W Army commander Comlen Amphibian Trai Poree

9. Para. ggml. Favy task forces 16 and 5],

Army Aseoault

and reserve troops as follows: Agsault forees present
Amphidian Training Poroe 9, augmented by 1 additional infentry

regimental combat team with attached ¢t

as designated

Comlen WDC. Reserve foroes to be infantry regimental oﬁ:{
team now in ALASKA plus Canadian troope approximating one

Americen infantry regimental sombat team with attached

Permanent garrison for KISEA to De as des ted

ComDon
WDC, Pera. nfnf a,- mnug';ncuu le butb;ot later
whml' « M. 81 submit plan te CinCPas
on

, OTP {e At earliest practiocadle date.

Coommand of

oooupied area will revert to Arny wvhan eenior Army officer
KISKA informs OTP 16 that Army 18 ready to assume command.

i
|
I
i
i
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Classifiocation of this MSG Secret Security CO0063 comsuni-
ocation of yours nuwber 242145 May 25 referred “M'
This first part 1is sted plan, Snd part following le
suggested joint directive, both for sudbmission to Joimt
Chiefs of 3taff for approval.

Rre 1. Train force for sssault and oocupstion of KISKA,

Para %. Forces Army, Amphibian Training Porce 9 now at

ort Plus 1 infentry regimental combat teem proportisn-
ately augmented by necessary engineers, signal, mediosal and
quartermaster troops as may be necessary to provide adequate
shore part personnel and service elemsnts, these sdditionsl
forces are to be obtained by ComGen WDC and trenaferred to
Fort Ord. In addition the above troops to bs augmented by
1 infantry regimental cowbat tesm now in ALASKA with their
attached troops. Canedian forces spproximsting ) Aseriean
infantry regimental combat team will probebly salso be msde

available for this operation. Kavy forces, those made
available to CTPF 186,

Para 3. Units within territorial limits United States other
UIAN TNOSe 1n ALASKEA TO complete tralning at Fort Ord and to
be moved to ALASKA for approximately 30 g;- additionsl

training. ALASEA unit to be trained by 16 and ComOen ADC
as directed CinCPac and ComGen WDC. Canadian forces upon

:;criul in KA to be trained alsoc under CTP 16 and Comben

« Command, OTP 16, ComOen WDC and ComGen ADC to eo-
ordinate direotly in carrying out all phasee of training.
Joint Staff for training, planning and operasion to be
formed from those officers available to CTP 16 and Comfen

Amphibian Training Force 9. Thig ende Part 1, Part g follows |
29 2113 CINCPAC to COM 12, |

Hioom for Admirasl Nimits only. CinCPac 2901185 considered
a1l that 1s necessary to cover tuin.i.ng and planning phase.
Eslieve plan developed by CTP 51 should be approved CinOPes
CewDC 1¢ or submission Joint Ohiefs of Staff instead
submitting tts £72330 and 261710, CinCPac redeployment
proposal and Halseys needs for APAs and AKAs in Auguet and
September affect composition of TPF 16 and 51 for aetual ep-
eration but means belisved now available to CTP 51 for
training. Note that DeWitt does not mention CTPF 51 in
either plan. Consider it essential that plans training
and amphibiocus phase of assault bs under OTPF S51.
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A R L tete approval
) ng Joint Directive reque

ate approval
thereof by Joint Chiefs of Staff., Admiral King conoure,
Directive follows:

OBJECTIVE - Reduotion and ocoupation KISKA and LITTLIR KIBKA,

PURPOSE = To destroy last remaining hostile forces ia
ALEUTIANS, to deny XISKA and LITTLR KISKA to
enemy, to oreate base for future operations
against ensmy in North Paocifio,

= To make plans and trein foroe for reduogion and
oooupation of KISKA and LITTIR KISKA,

« To reduce and oooury XISKA and LITTLR KISKA at
the earliest prectiocsble date.

TASK C - To improve present enemy airfield thereon or

construat suitabdble airfriesld on KISKA or LITTIR
KISKA,

COMMAND - Supreme command CTF 16, For this operstion CTP 351
report immediately to CTF 16 and to theresafter
function as a Task Oroup Commander under CTF 16.
Amy Commender ComGen Aaphibian Treining Fores 9.

FORCES - Navy Task Forces 16 and 51 latter to fumotion a8
group under Task Foroe 16. These foroes to be
supplemented with such additional foroces as say be
assigned, In addition to air foroces Task Foree
16, 2 squadrons of dive bombers to bde furnished to
provide support during these operations.
assault reserve troops as follows: Aasault
foroes present Amphidbian Training Foroe 9 augmented
by one additional infantry regimsntal combtat teen
with attached troope as desigmated by Comlen WDC,
Reserve foroes to be infantry regimental oombat
team now in ALASKA rlul Canadian troor .25?"
imating 1 American infantry regimenta t tesm
with attached troops.

Permanent garrison for KISKA to be designated by Comfen WDC,
Target date, August }15th 191‘56 CT? 16 to sutmit overell
plen to OindPac ana ot earliest prectioadle
date. Command of oecupied ares will revert to Army whea .
Senior Army Orficer XISKA informs CTY 16 that is ready
t0 assume ocommand, Prelimi estimate of assault muuo{-
mu’? APA's, 5 AK's plus 12 ‘s plus 10 ICI's plus

36 10Ts,
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SECREZ
May Ust, (Continued)

The South Pacifioc was generally quiet. At Gusk the )lst
(«=11) three B-24's bombed en enemy position on NR BOUGAINVILLE
to enoourage the natives and on request of a ocoast watcher.

The following are indicated at PARAMURHIRO: { CA, ) CL,

8-12 DD, This 1is believed only a defensive concentration. o8’

Juge 2st, (Osbu Date) fow 2
Our troops on ATIU econtinmwsd to mop up the remaining

small groups of the enamy, Total kmown enemy deed is reported

as 179%, ich is almost double the number estimated by RPOA.
The Centrel and South Paoifioc Areas were quiet.

The War Department has a ved CinCPaoc 292248 (previously
noted) ox:opt that deocision rog:mng Tasks B and C wn! be

rendered later, OG WDC is proceeding with the organiszation emd
equipment of troops involved,

There were no new enemy developments, o

Juge 2pd, (Oahu Date)

ATTU was quiet today, Our troops contimue to find sad
eliminate mmall groups of the enemy.

LN
1y (\-\‘i/

O0inOPao 022248 pink orders the oommencement of the treais-
ing nhase for the oapture of XISKA, |

]

The South and Central Pacifioc Areas wers quiet,

There were no new enemy developments. t &
9 (e

June 3rd (Oahu Date)

On ATTU the job of disposing of small enemy groups continued.
Norpac surface forces continue to cover ATTU, but there seems 1ittle

probabllity that the enemy will send surface forces to that ares
in the near future,

The Central and South Pacific Areas were quiet. Ensmy subs

continue to operate along lines of communications between NOUMNEA
and the PIJI-SAMOA-TONGA area.

There were no new enemy developments.

C,"-:f ® &«

. 1565

T AL A e it n ey v A v . s b ee

P [ SN




SROHET
Jupe 4th,  (Oahu Date)

The North Paoifio was quiet oXoept for radar guided {

air strikes on KISKA, Results were not determined. Nine Japs
were killed on ATYVU.

There was a poseidle sulmarine Teported off MIDWAY,

At 1135 (-11) June 5th 18 SED, 12 TBF, 5) VF attacked
in the BUIN area, It was rganoa t.lu& 8 seros and 6 float
Zeroe were shot dom. One was hit severul times and

reported
nm;k. A g;ﬂott. and small AKX were left buraing. We lost 2 SED,
1 w' 1 L]

ComNorPao 042200 pink gives a training plam for the
KISKA operation,

There were no new eneny developments. (W .
Jupe 5th,  (Oahu Date) | Lo~

On ATTU aotivity was oconfined to defense, airfrield, and
haTbor development. The move to SHEMYA oontinues. On that islend
two alr strips are plemned. One strip is to be generally east
and west near the South shore and about 10,000 feet long. The
North ané South oross strip will be on the Weatern side of the
island and a length of 5,500 feet seems posaible. Fighters will
be able to operate from AMEMYA around June 21, amd by July 15th

5,000 foet 1ongth is expected.

Aooumulated casualties reported
today total 41

killed and 114l wounded,

At 1050 {-11) the 6th, 9 SED, 12 TBP, escorted by 32 VF
attacked MUNDA, At 15A5 (-11) the 6th, 18 VF strafed KAKASA

Village, CHOISEUL, where a ocoast watoher reported that the Japs
hed considerabdle suppliss,

Batdiv ) (KONGO end HARUNA) are believed em route TRUK. o,
S TN - 4
June 6th. (Oahu Date) Ao g O

On a very mmall number of Japs now remain on ATIV and
these are being rounded up and eliminated. Surface forces oon-

tinue to ocover the tion, As many as eight enemy subdes are
now believed in the area, but no attacks have beesm mede |
recently. Thie that mir mission is reconnaissance,

At 1110 (-11) June 7th between 40 and 50 enemy planss
were intercepted near the HUSSELLS, 19 seros were reported
destroyed againss our loss of seven V7,

-




SECRET
June 6th. (Cahu Date) (Cont'a)

Plans section is engaged in a study of Joint Chiefs of
Steff Pacific Operations for 1943-A4. <

b &

There are no new enemy developments,

Admiral Nimitz returned to PEBARL from e conference in
San Francisco with Admiral King. One of the main problems con-
sldered at that conference was & move into the MARSHALLS in the

late fall of this year, Major General Smith (Comamphiboorpac)
accompanied Admiral Nimitez to PEARL.

The hunt for isolated Japs on ATTU oontinuwes. Today 18
were located and eliminated, Our surface forces continus to
cover ATTU and approaches thereto. The question now arises as
to the foroces necessary to support logistic moves in the western ['
Aleutlans between now and the XISKA operation, the employment of
excess Norpac forces duri that time, and the naval forces needed
for the KISKA ocperation. n?Seo CincPacoroosy ),

Comnorpac 070226 pink gives a change in the training pro-
gram for Amphiblan Porce NINE.

c’(g

There were no new enemy developments,

© A
oM@
June 8th,

Moning up operations ocontinue on ATIU. The fighter strip
at ALEXAI Point is now ready and one transport plane landed there

today. ComNorPec has ordered e night DD anti sudmarine patrol off
both the north and south entrances to KISKA,

General DeWitt's 082270 explains plans for equipment of
Canadian troops whioh will participate in the KITKA operstioa,

In his three part 08022) pink, Admiral Kinkaid sets forth
plans for the training and phnnlu phase of KISKA operation, CT¥ 351
two vart 081910, glnk, requests more informatiom on 16 plame and

makes recommendations for losding asssult troops and for the tmqu
of these troons, ComOsn ADC and ComMorPae v pink, gives

Aleskan training sites for the KIKA overetion.

CinCPac has asked OO WDC whether or not he will be abdble to
t a fim commitment for two army dive bomber squsdroms for the
SKA operation. CI? 16 is anxious to have thoss squadrons arrive
at ADAK by July 15th for indoot'rination, :




SECRET
June th Cont'd.  (Oahu Date)

Comtrainaot Atlantio 072039 gives date of arrival at SAN DIBGO
of certain LST's,

i
It is not now planned to send the NARWHAL to SoPeo for forth-

ooming operations as her completion date of overhaul has besn delayed
until June 25th,

A study has been started to determine the feasibllity of ocon-

structing strips end operating VB from HOWLAND end BAKER Islands.

The small land area sesms to indicate the necessity of assisted take-
offa,

ComSoPao has ordered the 3rd Marine Division from AUCKLAND to
GUADALCANAL commencing early July. The reason for the move was not

given, C‘(f‘*’"’"ﬁ) (e

Seven B-17's ocovered by 16 VP bombed MUNDA at 1503 L (=11)
June 9th,

All major SoPac task foroes continue in port. CapDiv 2
(ESSEX, ENTERPRISE) is at PEARL with Rear Admirel Sherman embaried
in the ESSEX, The WASHINGTON continues at PEARL undergoing reonire,
with Rear Admirsl Lee embarked.

The bulk of the Japanese Fleet continues to hold extensive
traini:g exercises in Empire Waters. While this is believed to be
designed to perfeot defensive taotios, the faot that the Jap Pleet
1s capable of making a reid in foroe on our Pacific Island e
end on our lines of communioations ocannot be overlooked. Cror =~ 05,

June 9th, {Oahu Date) Q

The detection of isolated Jap narties on ATIU continued
resulting in 19 more killed including 1 officer and $ made priscoers.

Two B-24's night prowled over FAHILI, found no ships, end
dropped 4 - 1000 each on KAHILI and RALLALE, Ten B-24's covered
by 11 P-40's end 4 P-38's bhombed VILA revetment and bivouac areas
fram 22000 feet, No results observed,

Japs attempted attack on convoy going into GUADALCANAL
commenoingllO0 {=-11) in waves. They were intercepted by air from
GUADALCANAL - 4 onemy medium bombers shot down and two others turmed
back. No report as yet from ocoavoy,

Cominch 091729 pink states his views as to same aspects of
command organization. This was passed to Comsopac for cosment.

(ﬁ',l..\ L

(Continued on next page) 1568
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SRCRET
Jupe 9th, (Oahu Date) {Continued)

ComPhibPao 100231 (pink in four parta) states his
views to ComNorPac re: training and pleanning phase AMATEUR
operation,

Cominch 082128 pink refers to seoret grid charts not
Yot received, -~
fo. & V-

June 10th, (OCehu Date)

66 more Japs killed on ATTU and 1 captured., Other small
groups reported on same island, PC 487 dofth charged, attaoked
with gunfire, end remmed Jap sub 40 miles Hortheast of THEXYA.

In SoPac, oonvoy mentioned yesterday arrived
QUADALCANAL in spite of waves of uncoordinated air attacks by
enemy medium bombers, Strike was made on VILA,

TRIGOER put & torpedoes into enemy CV off YOKOHAMA,
CGWDC 102245 pink ocomments on ComPhibPac 100231.

CGWDC 100045 pink states no Army dive bomber squadrom
available for AMATEUR, Navy will try to provide.

ComNorPac 100331 pink gives his views on naval vessels
required in GOOSEWING,

CominCh 091256 pink gives his views on hesdquarters ship
for CTP 51 in next operation and asks recommendations, %
Admiral Nimitz left today for SoPac for conference with &
Admiral Halsey,

June 11th, (Oahu Dats)

ComNorPaoc dropped 29.4 tons bombs North Head, South Head,
main camp, runway, Gertrude Cove area, and barges im KISKA harbor.
Many hits on all targets, Bombing done from low altituds. )
medium bombers deamaged, and 2 Lightnings and ) Ventura lost,

L0 to 50 Jap planes were intercepted Northwest and East
of RUSSELS and 25 sure and 8 probable zeros knocked down. Our
losses 1 Corsair, 4 Wildcats, 1 Kittyhawk. Only two of our
Pilots mieeing. Ko enemy bombers were seen,

Fa, i

Com3cPac 120517 is summary of the llth (-11), {10th) Oshu
fo .

date,

(Continued on next page) 1569
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June Jith, {Oahu Date) {Continued)
In SoWesPao 15 B-24's heavily raided KOEPANG on TIMOR,

CinCPao 120021 pink is reply to ComNorPaoc 100331 om
naval vessels required in GOOSEWING,

CinCPao 112105 ABlm: to CominCh suggests possibilit
of oconverting CHILTON (APA 38) as headquarter's ship for 51,
{See CominCh 091256 pink),

: DeWitt's 112015 pink discusses Canadian foroes in
AMATEUR operation.

ComNorPao 111700 pink replies to ComPhibPao 100231
pink generally oonourring.

CominCh 101330 pink to CTP 51 explains special secrecy
surrounding beach jumper unit,

L

ink Com 3rd Flt 110412 pink is comment on CominCh 091729
pink, .

/
There were no new enemy developments. o /i%
Zuge 126, (Oahu Date) S
Weather bad in ALEUTIANS,

In SoPao Liberators and 3 Fortresses bombed KANILI

night 12-13th (-11) - no results observed, Weather gensrally
bad,

Nothing of great importance in SoWesPao.

ComAirPao 13033k1uoomonds against assignment of
Navy or Marine dive bomber squadrons to AMATEUR operation,

CTP? 51 122151 pink recommends PENNSYLVANIA as his
command ship for AMA' operation,

ComAirSoPac 130341 (OpOrd 11-43) is plan to support
Hale's photographic mission,

Thers were no new enemy developments, p 17 7]




SECRET

Fog hampered air operations in Aleutians. [SHEXYA
fighter strip 1s 48% complete. Ccmltmht to dafe at ATTVU:
5614 killed, 1140 wounded, total 1654, ZIER (nD).nry good

evidence of destroying an enemy sub, 3000 yards east of KISKA.
Belleved another sub present.

Com 3rd Fleet 140452 contain summary SoPsc. Condition
Red at GUADALCANAL at 2055 (~11) the l4th. One enemy bomber
dropped 3 bombs at KOKUMBONA, no damage or casualties.

Nothing of note in SoWesPac.

Com 3rd Pleet 132125 pink is Op-Plan designed to back
up infiltration move into NEW GEORGIA by shore bombardment by
surface vesselssf necessary.

\(h" ﬁOL
June )4th, (Oahu Date)

Fog again prevented air attacks and searches in

ALEUTIANS, Progress continued on SHEMYA fighter strip, now
56% complete,

Com 3rd Fleet 150600 18 his operation sulmary - strikes
on SHORTLAND area by night and by day on VILA,

Minor air operations in SoWesPao.

Cominch 122212 pink states not possible to oonvert
CHILTON in time for use as ComPhibPmc command ship. CinCPae
150121 pink to ComNorPac gives his views on use of PENISYLVANIA
as command ship and places matter in his hands,

CinCPao 140623 pink to CominCh is recommendation for

asaignment 1 APA and 1 AKA from other areas for enplovment KISKA
operation,

CinCPao 150051 pink is reply to CominCh 091729 on
command and planning matters. '

J.C.S. approve in CominCh 142219 pink the joint direc-
tives of CinCPac and CG WDC 292243 (May) for XITKA operation

with proviso that CinCPac and CG WDC determine actual date of
execution,

CominCh 141557 pink desires comment on amphibious
training requirements Hawaii area,

( v




SECRET
June 15th. (Oahu Date)

Pog present ALEUTIANS, In afternoon (15th) looal date
droppsd 8.5 tons bombs on KISKA vioinity main camp., SHEMYA
strip now 64,% complete,

At GUADALCANAL at 1407 {(-11) June 16 60 enemy fighters
and 60 bombers swarmed over head, ComAirSols olaims en losses
thus: 32 dive bombers, 45 zeros destroyed, 12 damaged. of
our planes shot down wlth only 5 pilots missing. No report
made of deamage sustained by ships and ground installations.

18 TBF, 12 A~-24, and 24 FLF bombed heavily BAEROKO, Jap
supply oenter iont.orn N*H GRORGIA,

Comsopao 160545 is his operation summary.
In SoWesPac various bombing missions acoomplished.

ComNorPao agrees in his 151014 pink to use of PRNNSYL.
VANIA as headquarters ship for ComPhibPac. ComNorPase 160033,

CTF 51 - 142341 end 152241, all pink, have to do with allooation
of ships to KISKA operation.

CominCh 092155 pink sets forth J.C.9. direotive making
it unneocessary to submit subsidiary plans for psyohologiosl
warfare to J.C.3, once basioc plan in theatre approved,

CinCPao 160226 pink orders his staff to plan strike on
NAURU by 7th Bomber Command on night 28-29 June (east longitude

date), Presumably this is to divert Jeps from Halsey's in-
filtration in NEW GEORGIA commencing 30 June.

J.0.8. (A WAR 151655 2) pink requests MacArthur to sub-
mit his time eohedule of cperetiormand suggests one for him.
Johedule is necessary in order to plan Central Pacifie opers-
tion. States planners contemplate attacking MARSHALLS on 15
Novembsr. It is here noted that we have no official desoription

of MacArthur's Operation I, A, II, B, C, III; only that contained
in a personal letter from ﬁnluy. =

7&4 “M WAV . J’“ L’ v @ “‘ i
Corurd OFPris2y (ﬁ-,/,n'_d..@
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SECEET

June 16th, (Oahu Date)

Fog again hampered operations in ALEUTIAN3, Weather
lane reported no shipping atilﬂn exoept 1 barge. MoVEIQH
Army AX) grounded in fog on MIZKI lsland, neapr SIDAIYA, Sel-

vagoland unloading is proceeding. Strip on SHEXYA now 7)%
complete,

Com 3rd Flt's 170529 is his operutions summary. It
will be noted a Navy AK CELENO and 1 were 4 « A coast
watoher reports that Japs state they have eveocua KIETA be-
cause of our heavy bombing of that place. This sesms doudtful,

CominCh 152220 pink is J.C.S. directive to CinCPuo
requiring outline plan for MAHSHALLS operation to be mounted
15 November,

CominCh 161309 pink is his reply to CinCPec 14062)
asking for one additional APA and AKA for KISKA operetion.

CinCPac (Admin) 162305 pink to CinCPac reports pro-
Jeoted 7th Bomber Command strike on NAURU 28-29 June with 22
bombers,

CinCPac 162247 pink explains further to CominCh his
strike of 18-19 June.

CinCPac 162145 pink allocates DD's to ComNorPac for
KISKA operation.

. QU4
June }7th, (Oahu Dats) ' @

No air attacks on KISKA because of fog. SHiMYA etrip
now 78% complete,

Com 3rd Flt's 180510 is his ogcrationl Il-lfﬁ. con-
dition RED at GUADALCANAL from 2040-2224 (-11) 17th, nknown
number of planes dropped 2 flares and 3 bombs in water, No
damage, no casualties, CELENO was hit by bomb and now beached
at LUNCA PT. Probably can be salved, LIT 340 beached TENAD,
probably a total losass, .
(.. . &
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June 18th, (Oahu Date)

Admiral Nimitz returned to PEARL rrom a oconference
with Admiral Halsey in NOUMEA and an inspection of CANTON

WALLIS, SUVA, NOUMEA, ESPIRITU SANTO, GUADALCAMAL, end PADMYRA,

Planes of the 7th bomber command completed a photo
reconnaissance of MILLE and JALUIT and a haraseing strike on
TARAWA, An air strike was made during the night 17-18 June
(-11) on NAURU, Complete results have not been reported, At
2110 (-11) 18th 9 B-24's bombed VAHILI,

The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet,
There were no new enemy developments, C \k/ _
June 19th, (Oahu Date) /AN

At 0805 (-11) 20th 18 TBF, 18 3BD, covered by 26 V¥
attacked VILA, All planes returned,

Besoause of a report that a small number of Japs
landed at SEGI, Rear Admiral Turner will land two companies
of Marine raiders there tomorrow morning to eliminate the

enemy in that area and hold it for the move scheduled for June
30th.

It is now planned to release the VICTURIOUS to the
British on August lst,

CinCPac 200145 pink requeste landing oraft for
amphibious treining in the Hawaiian area,

The North end Central Pecific areas were quiet. The
landing strip on SHEMYA is now 88% oomplete, - this {8 very
fine oconstruction progress,

The enemy continues to strengthen the MARSHALLS, It
is indicated that our current RI deception plan is having the
effect of causing the enemy to believe we are aut to strike
in the Ea!t.m “ANDA“S. (4%




SECRET
June 20th, (Oahu Date)

Bad weather prevented effective searoches and other
alr operations in the ALRUTIANS, The VP atrip at "HEXYA is
93% complete.

During the night June 20 - 21 (-11) 4 B=24's dropned
bombs in the BUIN area. The same night there was ocondition
RED twice at GUADALCANAL but no enemy planes were sighted, At
1600 (-11) 21st 18 SBD, 12 TBPF escorted by 32 VF attaoked
MINDA, Tomorrow morning Rear Admiral Turner plans to land two
additional companies of Marine raiders at 3EG] (NEW CEORGIA),
The landing today ocaused some flurry in Jep communiocations,

DARWIN experienced a raid by 20 enemy VF and 25 V3,
49 Spitfires intercepted and shot down 9 sure and 3} prodable

with own loss of two - A better score for them than previously
reported,

ComSoPac 210951 pink gives troop smployment for
future operations in the “OLOMONS ares,

CominCh letter serial 3559 of June 17, 1943, gives
instructions for revieion of base developments in the Pacifio
Ocean Areas, While this letter does not say so, it is now
believed (stated orally by Admiral King at last San Prancisoo
conference) that CinCPac has authority to move troops as desired
within areas, informing CominCh of the moves made, In this ocon-
neotion CinCPac 042259 {June) is pertinent,

There were no new enemy developments, Cﬂdjl’
June 21st, (Oahu Date)

The Central and South Pacific areas were quiet. Pre-
parations for the forthcoming SOLOMCONS offensive apparently
are proceeding satisfaotorily, Bad weather continues to
hamper air operations in the North Pacifio,

The Army will supply two dive bjomber squadrons for the
KISKA operation. ComNorWesSeaFron has been ordered to furaish
all necessary support for that operation,

ComAirPac has been ordered to submit a tlan for a
photo reconnaissanoe of KWAJALEIN, WOTJE, and ELAP,

At least two HBs, 3} XCVs, and 12 DDs have arrived at
TRUK, It seems probable that this force will be employed de-
fensively, and does not indiocate a shift of the ceanter of
gravity of the Jap Fleet from the Empire to the Mandates,

e ©
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SECRET
June 22nd, {Oahu Date)

Becaune of fog most searches in the ALTUTIANS werse
radar to 200 miles, Thias kind of search does not give the
coverare of visual search, CTF 16 suspects midget subs off
K ISKA.,

At 0455 {~-11) 23rd an enemy sub torpedoced two escorted
Do\ AKs ambout 50 miles South of SAN CRISTOSAL, One sank at 095)
{=11) and the other was sunk bKBown gunfire later in the day.
At 0845 (-11) 23rd 18 SBD, 12 TBF, 2L FLF attacked HEKATA, At
0920 (~11) 14 VB and 24 VF attacked BURI village, GANOIGA,

CinCPac 212021 pink is a proposed despatch to CGWLC
to exeoute the KISKA direotive (CinCPac 292248 May), COWDC
221905 pink conours, CinCPac Z}l};ﬁ is the Joint order to
exeoute the KISKA operation,

There were no new enemy developments, ( %¢¢,}

Jupe 23rd, (Oaru Date)

&
Insofar as contacts with the enemy are oonourned, all
Paciflic Ocean Areas were quiet, The movement of landing oraft
to GUADALCANAL for the next offensive is underway.

CinCPao staff exploratiomof the move into the MARSHALLS
have commenced, Preliminary raids in the Central Pacific also
are under discussion,

CominCh 231437 pink approves in genersl CinCPao recom-
nended Fleet redeployment,

CominCh 2221LiR£1nk proposes movement of Karine air-
drome battalions to PE . CinCPac approves this,

ComNorPac proposes a sweep againat Jap fishing vessels
off KAMCHATKA starting the 25th employing 3 CA, 1 CL, 5§ DUs,
As ultra information indicates thers willi be no fishing in that
area this summer, CinCPac will order cancellation of the opers-
tion unless CTF 16 has further information on Jep fishing oraft
which i8 not available to CinCPao.

There were no new enemy developments, (*u‘\ (:)
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June 24th, {0ahu Date)

Com 3rd Fleet 250540 im an operation surmary for the
day in his area, Condition R?D obtained at GUADALIANAL and
the RISSELLS from 0413 to 0455 (-11) June 25, Minor damape
was cnuged by 16 bombs which landed on the HUSIELLS, The
THORNTOM was attacked by 4L -~ 5 Jap plunes near the IANTA CiUZ
Islands, No hita were made,

Good progress is being made on the V3(L) strip at
TULIYA,  Strikes were made on KISKA during the afternoon by
Army plenes from AMCIITKA, :

cinCPaoc 250115 pink recomnends aasignment of ad-
ditional AKs to 3JoPac,

ComNorPac 242337 pirk states that the osweep a¢alinst
Jap rishing in the KAMCHATKA area is being held in abeyanoce,

Richardson {24 June) {pink) gives plan of strike on
HAURU poheduled for night of 2M=29 (=12) June,

There were no naw enemy developments, Fet”

: S
June 25th. (Cahu Date) O

It now appears probadble that the full radar control
shooting done by the MONAGHAN off VEGA POINT, KISKA on the 22nd
resulted in the destruction of a small Jap sud as photos show one

beached in that vieinity. Jap subs oontinue active in the
ALEUTIANS.

Condition Red was set st GUADALCANAL between 0438 and
0520 (=11) the 26th, No damage was reported, Comsencing at
0402 (=11) 26th, 18 B-24s attack BALLALE. At 0834 (-11) 26th
15 SED, 13 TEF, 24 VP attack MUNDA. At about the same time
12 SED, 12 TEP, 23 VF attacked VILA. Thus, air strikes are
being stepped up preparato to the coming offensive. 1 CL and
2 DD were sighted near NAURU today. A small convoy escorted by
1 CA and 1 CL headed 3E was sighted during the day about 40
miles east of BOUGAINVILLE, Two CA and one CVE arrived at
RABAUL. The Japs are making active preparations to meset our
next move and seem to have some advance informstion--possibdly
by sightings only.

While exercising off PEARL the Ne. 3 gun of the HUT-
CHINS was fired accidentally into No. £ stack. Several men
wore killed and wounded,

CominCh 251303 deals with the employment of wing
commanders in sea frontliers,

{Continued) .
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SECRET
Jupe 25th. (Oahu Date) (Continued)

Cominch 241301 pink deals with amphibious training
for Central Pacific Operations,

ComSoPac 250515 and 2850818 deal with suggested with-
drawal of one VB(H) and one VB(M) group for other operstions.

June 26th, (Oahu Date) L &)

At OL30 (=11) 27th seven B-2is attaoked KANUILI; at
0500 (~11} 27th one B=2} attacked MUNDA; at 0348 (-11) 27th
8ix B-248 attacked BALLALE, At 0815 (-11) 27th 13 38D, 9 TAF,
and at the same time 12 37D, 11 TAF attacked VILA, both strikes
covered by one group of 23 VYF, Extensive combat searches were
made in the Central SOLOMONS and in the NEW GICRGIA group.

The FINBACK on patrol in the MANDATES reporis sinking
23176 tons enemy shipping, Our submarines continue to be very
active and the patrols are productive to a most gratifying
degree, Three subs departed MIDNAY on the 24th and 25th June
to conduct a patrol in the JAPAN Jea,

On the 25th two strikes were made on KISKA from
AMCHITKA during the afterncon. Both ATTU and SHEXYA are now
under Army oommand end no longer tesk groups of TF 16,

CinCPao 260315 pink is a proposed bombardment of WAKE
and e raeid on the enemy patrol line East of HCONSHU, &

June 27th, (Oshu Date)

A PRY sighted and attacked 3 enemy DDs in Bngg;;T
Strait at 0030 (-11) 28th, Extensive searches and offensaive

alr operations in the Central S0LOMOHT and BV GEORGIA con~-
tinued in preparation for ths forthcoming offensive.

‘ On the 26th seven strikes were made on KIKA from
AMCHITRA during which 30.8 tons of bombs were dropned. On the
27th 34.5 tons of bombs were dropped on the same target,

FINAFUTI 201628 pink cancelled part of the planned
strike on NAURU because of operational losses.

CominCh 271613 pink gives views on tentative Ausust
operationa in the Central Paocifias,




SECRET

June 28th, (Oahu Date)

Air operstions in the SOLOMONS were seriously hampered
by bad weather. Jurface forces are taking nosition for D- y
tomorrow, The CV task foroe has taken a covering poaition in
the Coral Sea, Rear Admiral Merrill's force is expeoted to
lay riines and bombard in the BUIN area early tomorrow morning.
Rear Admiral Ainsworth's cruiser foroe is operatineg to the N.E.
of ESPIRITU SANTO preparatory to a bombardment in the VILA area
on July 3rd (-11), Marine raiders are prooeeding toward VIRU
from the vioinity of SEGI Point, At 1600 (-11) 29th 18 37D,
12 TRF, 32 VF attacked REKATA; anu at 1630 {-11) same after-
noon 18 53D, 12 TRF, 30 VP attacked MUNDA,

Fog prevented air operations from AMCHITKA today. One
strike on KISKA was made during the day from ADAK, Cumulative
ATTU casualty report is: killed 552; wounded 1140,

CinCPac 282315 pink sends aporoval to General DeWitt
of CTF 16 outline plan for the KITKA operation so that a joint
apnroval can be sent to Vice Admiral linkaid,

There were no new enemy developments, "t @
A
June 29th. (Oahu Date)

The offensive into the NEW GEORGIA group commenced as
planned, Fragmentary reportas indicate that landings were made
at WICKHAM, SEGI, and VIRU; and that Rear Admiral Nerrill's
bombardment/minela operation in the BUIN area was completed
successfully. At VA the landing commenced at 0656 (-11)
S50th and by 1450 {-11) the APAs werse unloaded. A Jap torpedo
Plane attack resulted in a hit in the engineroom of the MoCAWLEY
at 1550 (~11). At 2024 (-11) the McCA was hit and sunk
two submarine torpedces, Other vessels in the vlelnits'allo'
were attacked by subs but no hits were reported. The IN
recelved one hit from a 4.7 while bombarding MUNDA whioh re-
sulted in disabling the port engine. At 1120 (-11) VIIA was
attacked by 16 TEF, 12 SED., Bad weather hampered searches.

The enemy launched three air attacks on our surface forces off
RENDOVA during the day in which they lost at least 65 planes
against our loss of 17. In their last attack they employed

float zeros and float cbservation pPlanes, indicating a lack of
more sultable types.

CinCPac 202083 requests air enlisted ground personnel
for coming operations in the Central Pacific. CinCPac 202148

pink directs Admiral Halsey to investigate airfield possidilities
in the ELLICE Group.

The North Paocifioc was ¢ rativel et ith »
enemy submarine activity in the ALEUTIANS rng;"’éod: ¥ ome
(i @579




SECIET
June 30th. (Oahu Date)

Information regarding the progress in the SOLUMONRS
offensive i3 still aketohy but that which has buwen reqeived
indicates that the operation is proceeding according to plan.
At 0833 (-11) July 1lst 17 B-24s attaocked VIRU, At 1330 (-11)
18 TBF and 11 SBD attaoked VILA, and at 1410 ten SRD attaocked
AA positions at LAMBETI plantation, 25 V3(1d), 18 58D, and
18 TBF attacked MUNDA at 1615 (-11). Com 3rd Fleet 0i0630 is
a8 surimary for yesterday., Further information states that the

enemy lost 101 planes in three strikes mnde on our foroe off
RENDCVA vesterday,

The Seventh Air Foroe will attempt further photo resvn-

nelssance at JALUIT nr soon es nossible after 14 July,

CinCPac 010035 requests a nininum of 3 ndvmnoed nip
base assemblles for the Central Pacifiec,

ConinCh 261309 gives e plan for a vinit of a Pritish
Jolnt Service vislit to the Paoifiec,

The North and Central Paoific arens were quiet,

{Copy ~ original with July proup)
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04 2259 CINCPAC MROPAC Info COM COMG .

b
Your 010723 affirmative, Thia is in conformity with
CinCPao poliay of reducing defanse foroes at bases in-.
rear areas to minimum required by present situation
in order to make availahle additiomal unitm for of-
rensive employnent., This oan be accomplished by
reduction of base defenne area to olose defense of base
instellations and maintenance of beach head for rein-
foroement of garrisén in event hostile landings are
effeoted in undefended areas,
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GHREN

Aitoen) :

06 1953 4

Suggest following procedure in planning AMATIOR operetioa,
. Assembly of all troope Amphidiaa h-lu':i FYores 9

n combat area utinziwmum made availabdle,
%.Anuuaohbn on combat team to types of treas-
po ion when lists of shipe and small landing oreft are
nm-omemnmuuonnnuwumn.
separate destination, ocombat loaded,

« Tactical plan to bde made in ALASKA,

eve that Plan 1 and 2 can best be made in the United
States with information received conderning units to be
provided in ALASKA and their coneemtration points. Plaa )
will be greatly simplified and should by all meens be mede
at ADAK with all interested agencies 5:.'“”'“ . 50D
Corlett 0G ATF 9, Admiral Roolowell, ral Saith of the
Marine Corps, and Genersl Corlett have been in oonfereioe
on this and are making every effort to determine the bLest
method of utilizing each type of landing ocraft in the eom~
1n§ operation, In this planning the battalion oombat teem
will be the basis combat unit. The regimental overhesad will
be used as a group or area headquarters whioch may or ot
include the battalions of its regiment. Comceptionm of
talion oombat tesm (battdlion landing mgl is & self sus-

tained unit includi :un'mri field artillery shore ) 4
engineers coast artillery anti airoraft and supply
evacuation services, oambat loaded with 30 days maintesanse
and rations and 10 unite fire for ground weapons. Suow jeep
(1ight tank cargo tractor) is believed those sxperienced
in ALASKA suitable for tundra tnntom ion and hsuling, Ia
oonneotion with this we are develop aou-p pallets that

oan bYe used as toboggans. Thise oot the oombat load-
ing of both mmall craft and APA.‘.BIHOIQ if pmotiocadle a

member of Comnorpacfors starf oome to OHD to observe prepare-
tion for a few days and return ADAK,

98 0057 CINCPAC to COMNORPAG,

Request your estimate at sarliest practiocsbdle time of

naval foroes uired for su operations ATIU SHEMYA
and blockade KIEKA, Mmﬂo;‘wwrommm

your omﬂbutnatnw further operatioss,
Desire return NEVADA with to San Franoisoo after
arrival TENNESSEE for transfer to lantfit,
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08 2230

07 2039

12 0517

DENITT to ADV OP, Info OIF 01,

Difficulties Canadian pnrtieimion AMATEUR wéll understood :
this Hq. ©C8 0804. Camadian ts being equipped with
Ameriocan equipment om;t for arms and ammunition. Oanadian
arms and ammnition will be used by units making up Canadian
Combat Teams and maintenance of arms and emsmmition will be
by Canadian government through our “’:H system technieal
Canadian personmel being provided for 8 purpose. Bigml
equipment and procedures will be same as in American foroes.
Tralning in these procedures now being oarried on.

AR INACT & HEAR RCHELON PHIR YR
ANORFAC, CINCLANYT CINCPAC, CORIBOY
Your 042287 to OCinolant. Earliest oidble arrival LOT's
at San Diego estimated July 3d4. All crews have had basie
training but shalkedown of have been reduced to a min-

imun and these shipsahould be given at least 5 more besoche
ings each,

COM3RD F1T oM T, C T, C

Destroyer esoorted transport group arriving GUADAL mnoraiag
1lth reports Jap Hettys shadowed then unsuccesafully ate
tacked ah(i)go night of 10th, This was force Nips were after
all day 10th when BLUE fighters destroyed & Bettys off
North MALAITA, Another B surfacs group unsuocessfully
attacked by lone Hetty noon 11th 60 miles South Southeast
of 3AN CRISTOBAL, Coastwatoher reports 100 Japs landed
HUHURANGI village North Coast ISAHEL night of 7th,
7 Forts 8 Avengers visiged BUIN area after Sfall 10%h,
Avengers failed oconmtact shipping, Forts bomded KAHILI drome
starting small fire, 1 nissing oause unknown, )

om ship-

Avenger foroed down nturnin!o:z engine trouble.
ping moraing 1lth 1 unident h of TREASURY lsland 2

small vessels off SHORTLAND 7 small ships off PUPUKUNA POINT,
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ANUPAC, CGUGRD. OG 1%% FORCE, G0 SAMOA, CO 7TH AIR FORC

ComAirSoFaoc OpOrd 11-43. Reconnajissance and righter air-
oraft operate from Jap cooupied KAURU Island airdrose.
Com3oPac orders night harassment KAURU to inoreese Jap die-
quietude inojdent photographs JALUIT and MILLI and bambdimg
of TARAWA by 7th Alr Force. This foroe will attack wish
bombs in order dest r glut ajroraft and airdrome
installations, Task Unit 33.1.2 A&inl Mitsoher despatoh
maximum practical B-24 strike to hit NAURU about 171430 GOT.
Task Unit 33,.1.1 Captain Kendall $ Cats thro

VANIKORO atrike about 171300 GCT, Pare, oats
500 pound daisy outters and incendisry olusters, heavy
bombers instanteneous demolition and incendiary clusters
belly turrets strefe with incendiery ammunition, Cat flight
advise ocompletion of mission and pertinent info helpful
following waves, Search and receo frequemoy, UU ¢ ‘I.g-ltl

use oall flight 99 SANTO flight 96, 1 B-24 cerry redar
teotlon equipunt._

14 0452 COX

7 B-24's, 3 B-17's ralded KABILY night of 12th-13th with
unobgerved results, 130 times 100 pounds less 67 fragmenta-
tion oluaters was the total bomb load. 6 Avengers started
out on ship strike to BUIN but weather forced them back.
Para. Fighters from SUWANEE report damaging Jap Betty enoop-
ing around one of cur small task units. Time about midday
13th. Para., SOLOMONS planes noon 13th from limited mto

»

coverage were 7 VP'py, 2 dive bombers EAHILI, 5 VB's
21 floatplanes FAISI., Ko ship sightings reported.

15 0600 COM 3RD FLT tg 3L FL1 HSOWESPAC I
o by D, ALL TF CONS SRD PLER

Fortressea Liberators raided KAEILI Area evening 13th i~
peating performance last night 14th. First strike was by
13 planes dropping 100's light bombs., 6 Avengers simml-
taneously looked for shipping but found none. Bomber
Pllots saw fires BALLALE Island which claimed they didn't
start, Last night's Job by 11 planes who dumped ton 1/8-
ton 1/4-ton eggs I plus 9 1/4-ton size om SHORTLAND.
At 0830 L (-11) 124th Mtohell medium bombers made debut in
force this area when 18 of them bombed VILA Airfield com-
ocentrating on Munway and posits east of strip. 18
Corsairs covered, L had hour and quarter alert
night of 13th for at least 1 enemy bomber whioh dropped

3 bombs harmlessly near KOKUMBONA. Early today 15th 3
more nippers came over dropped 5 bombs neer Kof.I Point.
No damage reported,

t
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Fize Toom)

16 0545

17 0529

16 Dauntless 12 Avnso:u soreensd by 24 Wildoate AiS
BAEROKO Western NEW GEORGIA supply oenter st 0745 L (-11) |

15th, Rach Avenger oarried single 1 ton bomb while !

Dauntless had half ton lomd. 2 fires started 1 comdimed

with explosions, Pare, Coastwatcher dope has it that

Nig bass at SANOIGAI CHOISEUL $ miles Northwest of BAMe

RATANA mission is now oomplete. Japs in umﬂw
BAT Guns

reported and Southeast BAM

at v, st XOLOMBANGARA have beesn dismantled
moved to lantation, Pare. Weather hampered “ou
recce l5th, only drome ocovered showed only 3

for unstated ocoverege, 1 medium 1 small vessels were ia

MATCHIN h{. Para., GUADAL had reid night of 15th bombds
fell in water, ‘

Todays big news is yesterday June 16th fiasoco for the
Japs when 104 Blue fighters destroyed 32 nip dive bombders

L5 zero's over ANAL Nginuu et 107 L (-11),
Thie brings total 25 planes destroyed SoPao foroes

that month to 146 grand total sinoce July 3Jlst 1942

to 1Ak, Our losses in yesterday's freous were 6
fighters. Jap bomds damsged Ravy AK CELENO ) LS?,

ORANGE airorsft partioipating estimated 60 each bambers
fighters but -khlv. besn more, Para, At 0830 L 168h

18 Avengers 12 Dauntless escorted by 24 Corsairs flastemed
Sangigail Choiseul where coastwatoher had reported Ja

base set up, Ton nd half ton dombs used, Para, ]
15th 2 Mitohells, 1 Black Cat seerched fruitlessly for |
BLACKETT STRAIT ahippim Dusk 16th watcher saw 3 ves-
sels North of VELLA on Northwest course, Para, Addit-
ional coastwatoh dope. Ratives report s‘-pc say bomYing
Tforced XIETA svacuation, Soowts found no Japs on GIZD

or MAKUTI Islands (BLACKETY STRAIT), 200 Japs now at
HUHURANGI 42 miles Southeast REXATA Bay, they are
from REKATA end intend early ooccupation Bay area,




Eﬁcgﬂ

18 0510 COM

25 0540

D FLT

19 SBD's each carrying one half ton Daisy Cutters reided
REKATA BAY 1640 (=11) 17th, Hits were scored on SUAVANAU
POINT and nearbdby AA posits, 16 Wildoats coversd, PFurther
info on big doings over FUADAL lé6th indicates total BLUR
casualties afloat and ashore 25 killed 29 injured 22
missing, Both damaged veassels will be returned to
service, Ooast Watoher reports 1 fighter folliowing re-
tiring enemy VF formation down in 1000 SHIPS BAY off
Southern SANTA IFABEL, GUADAL had alert night of 17th
for unknown number planes, 2 flares seen and 3 bombs
fell in water off TULAGI with no rmrt.od demage or
oasualties, At 0545 (~11) today 1 I1CI reported
sighting sub 1 mile off TULAGI net, Patrol plane at~
tacked aurface sub VILA EFATE forenoon 17th. At 1115
(=11) 16th auxiliary carrier task group dperetinsg Jouth-
east of SAN CRISTOBAL added 1 snooping todays

plane bag, Night of 16th 8 Liberators hit BALLAL% with
fragmentation olusters, One plane failed return but
Gumbo mission next day picked up 8 of 10 orew members,

Also rescued last pilot missing from June 7th aotion
over RUSSELLS,

Com 3rd Flt, to CinCSowWe cincl’a I >

During early dadrk hours today 25th 13 Amruy liberntors
attucked KAIIILI airdrome dropping hundreds fragsentstion
clusters West of runway and in camp areas liorth of
JALO!INA mission, 5 fires resulted, 7 additional B-24's
bombed BUKA same time dropping similar clusters. Jmoke
seen rising from southern strip, Para., Avenger patrol
off BOUGAINVILLE Mitchell off rtheast ISAJEL found no
targets last night., Para, After dawn today 25 and 24
Dauntless Aveengers respeotively covered by 32 Wildoats
plastered lLambeti nlantation area MIMDA vininity with

36 and one half tons of high explosives. All planes re-
turned, Para, Llate afternoon yesterday Wildoats strefed
Jap harge at WICKHA) anchorage. Para, Shortly after
local noon today 'S° THORNTON enroute GUADALCANAL to
EIPIRITY was attacked from high level by 4 twin engined
bombera, 3 or 4L bombs fell 600 vards on port bow nil
damage, Para, Following are SOLOMONS planes from AM
ghot.oa 2Lth, KAHILI 22 VP'g 6 V3B L% 2 Yrig ) VB's
AISI 19 Float Planes, Photo planes saw 3 AX's 1 small
unident BUIN TONNLEI, Para, trol plane sighted at-
tacked enemy sub 0845 L (-11) today pomit, 10-4R South
17447 East,
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25 1303 SONINOR tg HOPAS. CINCLANT . Info COMAIRPAS. GO

This modifies airmailgran 12173 of July 1942. It e
direoted that nt oommanders within sea frontiers be util-
1sed 1in the capaocity of task group commanders in exsroisi
operational contrel of wing alrarart assigned to sea fromiieras.
allar employwent of alr or squadrom cowmanders when
appropriate in subordinate ta 'froup commands 1s alao dires-
ted. Operational oontrol ie defined as comprieing those
funotions of command involving formation of task forces.
agsignment of tasks designation of objectives and necessary
ocoordination to scoomplish the mission. It should be exer-
oised where practicadble through the ro:za\niblo tactical
commander of units assigned. It specifically does not include

the administration discipline internal organisation or trein-
ing of those units.

29 2053

Prolnotivo operations in the Centrel Pacifio require s

grea kuoohntod expansion of shore based naval aily b
airoraft service units and advanced air base unite. | -
ary estimates show that oritical feature of acoelereted
grosun will be enlisted personnel of whioch availabdility has
agged dehind that of airplanes and pilots. PFleet Alr West
Coast is now 2500 men short of July requirements under present
plans. Flest Alr South Paocific is 3000 men short. Primnocipal
shortages are in eral servioce ratinges and non rated men.
To meet new 4 s of acoelerated program to be submitted
recomnend drastioc action. Suggzested remedy is to eliminate
or reduce mainland and 15th Nawvel Distriot shore activities
of 1little value in present strategic situation. Typleal
aoctivitiea whioh might release men are NAS Astoria, the
oombat drone project, seotion bases on Paocifio Const and
training activities. Ohief of Staff AlrPas after oconferense
with OomPairWest will bring to Washington estimates persommel
requirements for fleet aviation program.

26 1309 COMINCH to CINCPAC, COMSODAC, I

Sritish Chief's of 3taff wish to send British Joint Service
Mission to investigate types of equipment and most suitasle
organization of units and formationa required for full soale
operations against Japan. Mission will oonaist of srout 10
offioers headed by Major Genersl plus 2 U.S. offlioers in ad-
visory oapacity and will proceed on date to be communioated
later from Washington to Sopac SouWealao and India - Nurwm
for visits with field foroes. Miesion desires to visit head-
quarters of OmmSoPac and to be sfforded opportunisies for
attachment to troops in aotual ocomdat with Japanese, OUome
bined Chiefs of Otaff have mmod the forewoing, Desiwe
you faoilitate the work of s mission all practioabdle,

/ }"’“ 30 ""."l‘""”‘ RIS ,.l-‘ruu« | 1587
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L - d £ .. ;. a A A A ‘.A.L' .;'a’ ! .A.' 47.A‘
X o Rt UU WOU, ComWeslga¥ron. ClnlPec Admir
Ohlef of ey Warbeot, Cominoh, Sosa)

This is Joint Order 1ssued by CinCPac and CaWDC, MiOom,
Bxeoute our Joint Directive oonteined in 0inCPao 292240
exoept Task B and Task C whioh await approval Joint Chiefs
of Staff, Target date remains same.

This is HiCom from ComNorPao, Yollowing 1s general plan
for smphibious treining of AmohiSian Training Poroe 9.

3 battalion gombat teams and ) battalion ocomBa\ sngineers
to be trained to land from comdat loaded APA's, 4 battalion
ocombat teams and 1 bdbattalion oombat ogglnurl to be trained

to land from landing oraft (L9T's, ICI's and LCT 5's). BRe-
maipder force to receive suffioient transport training for
landing from non oomdat loaded AP's and same troops to be
trained to land from landing oraft, Desire at least 1
battalion oombat team from each regiment be traiped im APA's
and 1 from each regiment in landing orarft, Commander Amphid-
ian Training Force ¢ (ComAmTrainFor 9) requested designate

to ComTaskPForce 51 battalions to be Joined in escocordance
above,

Hicom. In view decision to replace 17th Infantry J
with 159th from Ord and to bri 17th to AC ﬂ,m
training program for Amphibdbian ining Porce © (My )
as followa. 3 battalion combat teams in liou § to de train-
ed to land from combat loaded APA'g, 3 teams in lien 4 to

ACKBOOT

be trained to lend from landing craft, Desire that landing

craft tralning be expedited in order those battalions ean
begin movement to GOOSEWING at an oarly date. Comgen WDC

has indicated this movement will begin about June R0th,
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08 0223 COMNORPAC to COMGEN WDC, CTP 51, CONGEN ATP 9, Info CINCPAC.

Hicom. In order clarify atmoaphere surrounding various
aspects AMATEUR this despatoh is sent in 3 parts, A4-
dressed to subjeots as follows. Part I Planning and
Joint Staff, Part 2 Training. Part 3 Shipping and Water
Movements. ComGen ADC conours. Par Landing
and Teactioal Plans will be prepa a oombined
staff of Comgen ADC and Cormmorpac underukingzgronnimrr
planning. Comgen ATF 9 with staff arrive ACCENTUATE by
July 15 and send members of his staff prior that date a»
they can be spared. CTF 51 requested send to ACCENTUATE
by 1 July Comdr. Tucker, Lt.Comdr. McMillian, Lisut. Hauck
and to arrive with remainder of operating staff by July
15, Desire sufficient members General Smith's training
staff arrive ACCERTUATE by June 21 to assist in training -
of GOOSEWING regiments and Canadians and General Smith
and remainder training staff arrive by July 15. Prior
arrival of Comgen AFT 9 and CTF 51 at ACCENTUATE, sugges-
tions and desires regarding landing and tactiocal Plans

are requested by despatch officer mesaenger airmall as is
moat practioable.

PINK

08 0232

! 2 . i %

G, faalc concept is th oach regile.
mental landing group will have 1 or more battalions
trained to land from APA's and 1 or more from landing
eraft, in order provide for flexibility in developing
Plana while maintaining regimental organization where
that provea desirable. On thia basis, and with § APA's,
2 battalions of 17th will be embarked for the operation
in APA's,and 1 in landing oraft. Of the 2 regimente
from Fort Ord (omitting the 158th) 1 will have 2 batta-
lions embarked in APA's and 1 in landing craft and the
other regiment 1 battalion embarked in APA's and 2 in
lending oraft, Amphibious training should be so planned
that each battalion receives maximmm posasible prior de-
parture for ACCENTUATE, so as to reduce to minipum amphi -
blous training and allow maximum field training after ar-
rival here. omgen ATF 9 1s requested to designate type

of training for each battalion at Fort Ord in accordance
with above

08 0261 HiCom. Part 3. Shipping and water movements. CinCPeac and
Hc JoInt ioapctch 2%840 of My contemplates foll owing

shipping, in addition ATS Transports and exolusive of Ak'e
8 APA'a, 12 L8T's, 10 LCI's, 36 ICT's, Of this shipping,
following now in ALEUTIANS:' 1 APA (HARRIS) departing fon
West Coast about June 9, 4 L3T's and 8 ICT's. OTF 81 re-
qQueated to designate by name the 8 APA's to be uged and
remainder landing oraft numbers. Also give estimmted
dates when remainder lan ng craft ready depart from West
Coast. ICI's and LST's should be used to tm:sort troops
and equipment as practicable from Port Ord to ACCENTUATE.
Loading and movement of APA's. All to be ¢ t loaded prior
departure from SAK FRANCISCO. 2 proceed AC IR to arrive

- Continued - 1589
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08 0251

08 1910

08 1924

PIKK

Papt 3 CopMorPeo 080223 - Continued -

by July 3, transporting troops trained in landing craft.
These 2 APA's will be used in the operation to trensport

2 battalion combat teams from 17th and such adjustmsnts as
necessary in their ocombat loading should be made to allow
troops from Fort Ord with their individual and organisatiomal
equipment to be disembarked here and 2 battalion combat
teams of 17th to be embarked. Remaining 3 APA's with combat
loaded battalion combat teams arrive AC TE by July 16.
Maintenance supplies all classes for Fort Ord troops 1le
at ACCENTUATE will de furnished without disturbing tsansport
loading. €O WDC requested make arrangements and provide

transportation to move Cenadians to ACCENTUATE, to arrive
prior 1 July.

CTF 5} to COMNORPAC Info CO WDC, CINCPAC, CG ATP 9, CO AC-SP.

Pagff- 1 of 2 parss. Cogi. Recommendations mmde bY
orlett were made without my authority and are not conocurred
in by me. Plan conference with him Fort Ord tomorrow and
will then forward suggestions. Final recommendations ocannot
be submitted until more is known of your assault plan, scheme
of maneuver and assignment of troops. Pressnt beast estimate
avallablility assigned forces follows: ZRILIN, HEYWOOD, BELL,
HARRIS 5 July provided HARRIS returned immediately and final
conversion postponed indefinitely. DOYLE and not yet
reported probably ready late July and August. 4 L3T and B
LICT (5) now operating GOOSEWING. 7 LST, 10 1CI (L) and &
LCT(S5) now operating Port Urd to be joined by 1 LST about

20 June. 6 LST each with 1 LCT(S) on deck preswmbly enroute
from east coast state of training and date of arrival unknoen

CTF 51 sends part 2 of hig 081910 to game adeeps sp Part 1.

This is HiCom. Troops at Fort Ord have received no treining
in APA's although 159th and 184th have completed preliminary
Amphibian training with 7th Division and are now treint

in 1T and LCTB8). 87th Infantry being organized on arrival
this week. New subject, Other trials cosmitmente and
responaibilities make 1t mandatory that Oeneral Smith and I
be absent this area short a time as possible. Treining
staffs already reduced to minimmm would seem advisahble
that the 4 available APA'S and complementary troops Fort Ord
traln here until about 1 August where facilitlies, doat re-
placementa, funotional aschools etcetara are lnlinblo and
that other troops with LST's, LICI's and ICT's be sent GOOSE-
WING. In this commeotion strongly advise consideration be
given planning assault from APA's in orthodox manner with

;‘o:;grvea and reenforcement troops embarked LIT's, LCI's, and
8.
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(June CaT)

06 0040

07 2039

09 1729

10 0231

CG ADC & COMNORPAC to CO WDC Info CTP 51, CG ATP 9.

HiCom. On assumption 150th Infantry replaces 17th Infant

on ATTU following 1s designation of training sites in 0

WING Your C 06013. 1 regimental landing group from ORD
amphibiously treined accordance My 042200 to ATKA. Remain-
ing regimental landing group from ORD amphibiously trained
and Canadlans to train at ADAK., 17th Infantry will be refit-
ted at ADAK and if replacement 32nd Infantry by regiment
from Fort ORD 1s approved, 32nd will also be refitted here.
In latter case only Canadians plus regiment from ALASKA will
be trained at ADAK. Engineers, fleld hospital, AA snd miscel-
laneous units should aocoompany respective landing groups
proportiocnately in conformity with regimental assignment.

No amphiblous training is necessary for regimental landing
groups sent from Fort ORD to ATTU. CG ATP 9 to ADAK when
above movements are made,

CONTRAINACT & REAR RCHELON PHIBLANT to COMAMPHORPAC Info
OMNORPAG CI AG GO .

Your 042227 to CinCLant. Earliest possible arrival LST's
at San Diego estimated Jul{sard. All crews have had basie
tralning but shakedown of L3T have been reduced to s minimum

and these ships should be given at least 5 more beachings
each,

COMINCH E CINCPAC, Info COMSOPAC, CHIRZ# OF BUAKR, CHIRF OF

Moat Seoret Hi-Com, Proposals made to me which appear to
have merit first put jJurisdiotion of air dases JoPac

directly under Comairsopac seocond naifn Naval and Marine
Corps aviators to planning staffs of high commands third

make full use of ComAirPac in consideration of operetions

involving air,

This HiCom. This is part 1 of & parts. Pollowing represeats
best Judgment Amtrainfor 9, Amphoorpag, and originator re-

fards training and ghanlu phase, Pare, 3bject nove-
ments and tra ntnh 3?1!! and 17%h regiments, 159
to ATIV in PILIMO IRIKOP when ships available adout
28 June, Oombdas load above vessels plus Pranch at fan
Franoisoo with supnlies ammunition and meintenance items
for 17th, direot to ADAK and remainder brisg 17¢h
to ADAK RTA about 22 July, 17th will then be designated
for embarkation in above(l AP's supnlemented with ‘s ead

1CT 5's for operation, « Subdbjeot 184th Reg. OCoatimwe

A,
{ Continued xt )
nued on next page 1591
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10 0231 COMPHIRPAC to COMNORPAC., (4 parts) (Continued)

train shors to %0 shore at ORD until next AP's available
at San Freanoisoo about 7 July. Then oomdat ioad L3T'e at
San Francisoo with equipment impedimenta ammunition and
supplies for 184Lth Regiment, Part 2 to follow,

10 0315 *ﬂ_ﬂ% Route North and send all regiment exoept
shore party in AP's, Shore party will be sent on board

10 0352

LST*s. For operation 184 to be embarked in landing oraft,
Para, Subjeot 87th Regiment., Due arrive ORD about 15
June, Reorgenise indootrinate and preliminary \reiaing
until APA's availadle adout 5 July. Then trein landing
exeroises 15 days, rehadbilitate, overhaul ordnance, combas
load a%t San Franoisco ETD 1 August., 87th to be embaried

n APA'a for oparation, Pare, Subjeot Alaake regiment.
8o AP's which are %o brlag l‘h\h %0 ADAK %0 embark Alasha
rngllont for operation, e8¢ vessels aTe olapss and
will oarry supplies %0 dack up all asssult teams with
auftioleny remaining space for Alaska regiment orgenise-
tional equipment and impedimenta. Para. Sudjeot Canadian
Brigade. Ships available ETD from 5 to 12 July. Propose
oombat load ssme type ship and in similar manner as for
Alaska regiment. Canadiana combat load at port of embarka-
tion and remain embarked for opesration. Part 3 to follow,

W. This is HiCom HiCom, Pare, &g‘oot
actors affeoting plans: (A) ZEILIN, HARRIS, BELL -

]
WOOD permit oombat londing only 1 regiment comsl uiu )
battalion oombat teams, 1lf AFPA DOYIW beocomes availabdle
suggest embarking units of 17th that vessel but capaoity
only about 850 troops snd very limited cargo. {(B) The
110th and 104th oombat engineer battalions are deing
trained as shore parties for the 87th and 184th regiments.
(C) Consider LST, LCIS and LCT's suitable only for landing
at seoured besachheads or at beaches whare landing 1s un-

opposed, Our ocarefully considered opimion is assauls should

be delivered from APA's, (D) Only few \ractors and trechk
laying vshicles and apeoial squi t and no heavy ocloth-
ing received at ORD, WDO attemp 1nt expedite bhut movement
luﬁllu alow, May nooor?tuto postponment target date.
Will kesp you advised, (E) Troop movements outlined above
are based earliest nossible availadility transportatiom.
Reliave ;.:rgt t‘llto1 should be odjutcdlu allow 2 -:::'n L T
1l month fleld exercises ;g*e;n all troops on ska
terrain, (F) Total J.lml!‘g ° evailadle. & LST in
Alaska, 7 at ORD, One (1) to arrive ORD about 20 June.

6 enroute from Bast Coast ETA unknown, 8 LCT5's in Aleska.
5 enroute or at ORD, 6 enroute from East Coast carried
deok load in 6 LST's, ¥inal part to follow,

(Contimued on next )
T 00 TAXT paee 1592
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10 0231
10 0409

08 2128

09 2059

COMPHIBPAC OMNORPAC, (4 parts) (Continued)

P 2 v Thie i»s HiCom,
s a + Maximum ava o 18 L3T's, 19 ICT's,
10 ILCI's, (G) Preliminary training indicates 11 137,

9 LCI and 12 ICT necessary to trans 1 regiment oom-
Erioing J battalion combat teams, gest surplus oreft
I then available be employed implement landini of 17th
from AP's, Para. Subjeot recommendations. (A) Because
Qg?; limitations, trensportation schedules treining ocom-
plloations most strongly rscoamend all ) battalion combat

teams of any 1 regiment be 2imilarly trained. (3} Suge
gest equip 7 EC 2's of the HOE class being provided by
Army with 6 landing oreft each and ooat orews, Am
ceeding to acoomplish this, (C) Recommend commanders apd
staff ATF 9, Amphoorpac and Taskforoe 51 remain this ares
until departure 87th in APA's and proosed by air,

COMINCH gf G%EAG! IE:Q COMSOPAC, COMNOKPAC, COMOONESPAC,

HiCom. Have shipped you set of secret colored &ridded
chart maps scale 1 over 50000 mercator projection covering
0UGAINVILLE SHORTLAND Island Area, Hydro now construot.
ing similer series covering RABAUL area and another soale
1 over 25000 polyconic projection covering KITKA, Hydro
prepared continue this work as continuing jobd for seoure
group of seleoted personnel, Each series similar to 1
shipped you requires aporoximately 2 months to ocomplete
and can be undertaken at rate of 1 per month., Consider
this type chart map most desirable to enshle land sea and
air forces utilize same reference in amphlbious or shore
bombardment operations, Comment desiradility these ohart
maps indicating in order of priority other series you
desire in Pacifio Ocean Areaa, projsotion to be used type
and origin of grid to be overprinted,

CINCPAC to COMINCH,

This is most seoret for Admiral King only. Refer MySer
0054 of 25 April (with enclosed ComGenHawDet letter of

17 April) ané@ our discussions on requirements for heavy
bombardment airoraft in Hawaiian Area. Urgently request
that you Ir.ll to suoocessful conclusion earl assignment
to Central Pacific of sesond heevy group both for reasocns
mentioned above references and to assist in acoelerated
offensive aotion this area,
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09 1256

10 2245

COMIN CINCP.

MOST SIOEE! Desire to provide headquarters ship ror
next operation to ComTaskForce 51 who stated at last

Pacific conference that APA ia unsuitable and specially
equipped BB or DD is necessary, Next AGC delivery date

1 Segunbcr. Provision essential headquarters facilities
similar to conversions recently scoompliehed in MONROVIA
and JIRCAYNE for % oan readily be made in PENNSYLVARIA
and is possible in ton DD if contrimuted by CinCPee
and available at West Coast yard by 20 June. Agres with
ComTaskFor 51 headnuarters ship should not carry assauls
troops or oquigunt or have nlanned part in ocombat or
bombardment, Consider imnortande warrants temporary
diversion PENNSYLVANIA or DD for this duty and possibdly
pormansent diversion DD for repeated use as Amphibious
headquarters shin. Converted DD can carry crew for oamly
about half ite battery and likely to prove unsatisfeactory.
Do you agree either proposal or have you other recommenda-
tion? If in addition you oan nominate 1 APA for comversion
to modified headquarters for emergency relief purposes
without enorcachment on troop capacity, conversion will

be accomplished by NY Mare Island in shortest possibdle

time but will involve equivalent of at least 4 weeks
avallability,

CO_WDC _$o COMNORPAC, Infg
AT_XT7 9, CONPHYRPAY. C0 JNPHYSCORPA

Re ComPhibPao 100231 June 10 in 4 parts. DeWitt sending
CG 0608 to ComliorPac for action. Following are my
comments each para thereof,

Sudbject movement snd training 159th and 17th Ragts oon-
cur exoept that dates can bwe bettered by 2 days.

Sudbject 184 poygment oonour,

Subjeot 87th Regt oonocur,

Subjeot Alaska Regt oconcur.

Subjeot Canadian Brigade oonour exoept ETD July 10th,

Sub jeot factors affeocting plans (A) conecur on use of
DO only rpt only if you oonsider this preoticable as
I oonsider this subjeot for loocal decision dy you,

(B) conour, (C) oonour, (D) While only few treactors asd
track laying vehicles special equipment and heavy oclothing
yot received at ORD receipt this equipment and other sup-
glio- not repsat not delay movement. ZIhis is part 1l of g

(Continued on next pagse) : 1594
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10 2245

10 0045

COWDC to COMNORPAC, eto, ‘ggnt;ngggl

WD rpt WD has given necessary directives and shipments
UEQOARDNPOTS under way. ¥ill not rpt not be neceesary
postoone target date on this acocount.

{E) Do not repeat not agree tarzet date should be changed.
Target date should bs held to without fail but DOO day
must by neocessity be designated you dependent on sit-
uation that area. Designation day §is your decision
and I appreciate period training troops in Alaska nust

be adjusted dy you to confomm,

(F and G) No comment this your deoision.

Subject recommendation (A) conour. (B) oconour. {C} Thie
is not repeat not subject that 1 can properly comment upon
a8 declsion yours but do consider it advisable that Com-
PhibPac should send competent starf offiocer thoroughly
familliar his views your HQ by air without delay to assure
clarifioation subjeots conneoted all matters involved to
movement, training and planning phase, my opinion is meet-

ing of minds on subject matter very dirricult to resolve
by dlspatches,

New subjeoct, Pirst special training foroce approximate
strength 2200 has been made avallaovle ror IIA;EUR oOpera-
tion and Joint Chiefs of Staff desire its use. This force
considered most highly trained unit on amphibious and com-
nando operations in U.S5. All specially selected nmen.
Comdg offlaer (Col Prederick) arrives this IIJ tonight or
tomorrow for oonference with me, ¥%Will {nform you more in
detail after seelng him, Consider it extremely fortunate
this fine unit made avallable to ur ror this operation.

This 1‘3&%" 2 of 2 part M3C SRL NBR 102245 GCT and thie
mag SEC SECURITY,

COMGEN WDC to CINCPAC,

No Army dive bomber squadrons available for AMATEUR
operation (C 06035) this SECRET JSECURITY. REURAD 082355,
Declislon not yet reached but War Department sdviaes that
if dive bombers to be used they will be Navy planes, M
convinced this type of plane a definite requirenent this
operation and hope you can assurea avallability.
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10 0331 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC,

ComNorPac replies to CinCPac 080057, HiCom., Naval foroes
required supoort occupations AT™ SHEMYA and blockade

¥ISKA and ellow for much needed overhaul and treining
exerclises are aporoximately those now in this ares. Pend-
ing further intensive operations plan make a»out one third
all types continuously available for materisl upkeep and
training. Presemce of ORANGE heavy and light cruisers
PARAMUSMIRO indicates possinrility cruiser raide on ATIU-
SHEMYA area and supply lines thereto., Such ralds might

be supported by battleships and might de acoompanied by
attempts to run much needed supplies to KITKA, 3 battle-
shipa 4 to 6 heavy cruisers 4 light oruisers 2 squedrons
destroyers consldered adenuate prevent enamy attempts
disrupt our rapid development ATTU and SHEMYA end ireak
KISKA bloockade. Now have 2 destroyera om A/S bdlookade
KISKA, Desirable maintain 4 on >lookade stations which
could be done if 6 were available therefor. Uhould it

be aasumed enemy oonocentration and preparations Northern
KURILE purely defensive above forces could be reduced.
About 12 escort ships suffiolent for A/S patrol and sorsens
for ATTU SHEMYA shipping. To maintsin this number neces-
8ary to rslease those similarly q:ﬂloyod AMCIITKA and East-
ward, Additional destroyers and ships suitabdle for esoort-
ing would be very useful., When situstion permits diver-

s8lon cruisers and destroyers from taske in Western ALEUTIANS

exploratory raid Jap fishing grounds western BERING SEA
can ba made andé when risk of enemy shore based air actionm
is Justified raids on enemy patrol stetions, weather ship
stations and shipping Rast of KURILR3, .

10 1330 COMINCH to CTF 5) iInfo CINCPAC, COMSQPAC COMMORPAC CINCIANT.

Your 031950 requesting beach jumper unit not to all addees.
Unit of 10 officers 20 men all Marines will complete trein-
ing 1 July. Employment of sonic equipment which is a prine
clpal item requires prior approval of plan by CCS whose
polioy 1s withhold until stake warrents first disolosure
and success is probable. Handle this as utmost secret.

For security intent is to retain unit at Phiblant training
center for the present. 3uggest you send an offiocer of
your ¢ aff at convenient time to witness demonetrstion
ALSOZE. Colonsl Bare to evaluate progress. Advise employ-
men 1l require use of up to 10 large fast boats from
area sources. PT SC PC and aircraft rescue types suitable.
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11 0412 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC.

This is HiCom. Present organization all airfields and
seaplans bases on each island grouped as air center which
like all other unit establishments on island are under

direct military comsand of Commanding Oenersl and Administre-
tive direction of appropriate senior. Thus naval bases are
administered by ComSerRonSoPac, Army Service Commands by
ComGen SOSPA and Air Centers by ComairsoPac. Placing alr
bases whether individual airfields or groupsd as air centers
under direct jurisdiotion of ComAirSoPac would invalidate
unity of command on island bases and highly desirable coordin-
ation of activities thereon. CominCh 091729, Have Navel and
Army air representatives on my planning staff. Assume air
operations will be referred to ComAirPac by CinCPac as desired

by latter., All matters concerning air operations in SoPac
are referred to ComAir3oPac,

13 1700 COMNORPAC Ei COHAIPHFORP.AG Info CINCPAC, CO AMPHCORPAC,

This 18 HiCom. Your comprehensive and highly informative
despatch In 4 parts beginning 100231 is greatly appreciated
and is approved in toto subject to following comments. A,
While fully concurring that all troops should have £ weeks

to 1 month training on Alaskan terrain, desire present target
date be retained until postponement is known to be abaolutely
necessary. B. Proposed time of departure for ALASKA of
Commanders ooncerned end staffs is too late. Plans and treind
ing should not and will not be oompleted until after their
arrival. Commanders and staff members should ocome North as
nearly as practioable in socordance request made 1in 080283,
Deoision this question left to your disoretion. c. okner
goncurs in the above and will send all comsunications to
Corlett through ComNorPac in order to keep the record straight

/ 11 2015 DEWITT to CO_ADC Info CINCPAC COMNORPAC COMANPHIBPAC CO ATP 9.

Available for AMATEUR operation is lst Special Service Poroe
oonsisting United States and Cenadisn Troops total s th
173 officers, 8 warrant officers, 2087 enlisted, C .
This 1e HiCom most meoret. Composition of forcet 3 Combat
regiments and service battalion (42 officers, 8 warrant of-
ficers, 635 enlisted); each combat regiment (39 officers,
541 enlisted) comprises £ oombat battalions (17 officers
258 enlisted nm of 3 companiea (5 offlcers 84 men each)
of three platoons (1 officer 27 men each); composition and
armament was subjeot of oconference between you and Col.
Frederiok (Force Commander) January 10th, 1943. Unit has
completed training as followsai Amphibian, winter warfare,
demolitions, parachute, assault and ralding taoties.
Contemplate moving unit direot from United States to ADC
to complets special training in ADC for operation. Desire
you designate station for assemdly and training. Proampt
reply desired in order to arrange for movement, 1597
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11 2105 CINCPAC to COMINCH info COMPHIBPAC, COTCPAC, VCRO,
Cominoh Ilicom 091266, PFrom suoch info as is available
Y There believe CHILTON (APA3SS) now at San Pedro enroute

12 0021

12 2151

13 0334

East Coast to ocomplete oonversion. 3uggest possibility
holding CHILTON West Coast with 4 weeks avallablility at
Mare Island for equipping as Headgquarters Ship and ap-

signment Comphibpac until delivery lst AGC in September.

CINCPAC to COMNORPAC,

Hicom, Concur in general urdis 100331 but consider ex-
posure heavy ships to possible submarine attack should
be minimized by varying covering areas and retiring
battleships to ADAK or COLD BAY whenever situation war-
rants. Will endeavor toc maintain deatroyers in your
area at 20 plus and as target date aprroaches make avall-
able 1 squadron 2100 ton class for tranaport screen a
close supporting fire. :

CTF 51 to CINCPAC,

This is moat ssoret, HiCom, Your 110259, My comment
on CominCh 091256, Have not been informed my role in
prospeotive operetion but if I ea to command atteck foroe
strongly urge PENNCYLVANIA be given suggested oconversioa
and assigned as flagship. This recommendation based oa
certain knowledge her present state of training and facil-
ities, Consider reduotion in fighting power and probable
insufflolent space in 2100 ton DD indiocate inadvisablilicty
diversion this type at this time. However would like
opoortunity to atudy conversion plans with idea future
employment speolally for shore to shore operations. im
having CHILTON (APA 38) inspected to obtein information
possible faclilities as modified headquarters emergency
rellef and present status. However if she oculd bs mads
immediately available as an APA for this operation she
oould be most effeotively employed due to additional as-
signment firs. speocial servioce battalion oonsisting 2200
and probabllity assault will be made from APA's,

COMAIRPAC to CINCPAC, (Most Seoret)
Reoommend against assignment Navy or Marine dive bombing
squadron for operations im the IANS beosuse (A) mome

are avalilable without diversion from SoPac or Cemtral
requirements, (B) Their use will require advanced base
faocilities not now planned and since they oan mnot rly so
area will add to lhigx% requirements. (C) They ocan mot
be operated from NAS lass ACY, (D) Reports of other
opsrations indiocate medium dbombders detter adapted to
operating oconditions including weather., Your 122127.
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12 0127 CINCPAC to COMINCH,

HiCom, Soheduled night June 17 GCT are minor
bombardment and photogranhio missions against
TARAWA JALUIT MILLI, Sorties by 7th bomber

command staging through FUNAFTTI, Davlight
reconnalssance Southern GILRBERTS to follow.

HI COM
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13 2125

12 2212

14 0623

14 2219

14 1557

COM ORD FLT to CTG 36,2, CTU 36,3, P CTIF 32 Jnfc
G SOP} G OMSERONSOF REPCORDESPAC ,BOUNEA, COM
MIERONS SOPAL: COMIWPA 1 PG SOPAC .~ CTI

Q Pan Y T i i AETYEP O 5 ] 1 . + 5.
ON AG, COMINCH, CG GUADAL, COMDESRO ORCARD 3

Handle this as most secret. Reference m% OpPlan 14-43 and

CTF 31 OpPlan AB8-43, At any time after D day and when direc-
ted by ComSoPac it may be necessary to bompard MUNDA, KOLUM-
BANGAKA end other enemy positions in connection with their :
capture or destruction. To this end a bombardmant group ;
conalsting of following units 1s formed herewith. 2 CLs plus
3 DDs nomineted by CTG 36.2 and designated TU 36.2.9. 1 BB
Plus 3 DDa as directed by CTU 36,3.2 and called TU 36.3.9.
Senior officer bombardment group is OTC and my expect to
operate as directed by CTP 31. Use grid system as given in
paragraph 5 (d) in 2nd reference. 33 provide air cover-
age and plane spotting as requested by CTF 31,

COMINCH to CINCPAC, Info VICE GNO, COMPHIAPAC, COTCPAC,

Your 112105. Not possible complete @EILTON in available
time. Vice CNO advises only conversion possibillities for
next operation are PENNSYLVANIA as operating headquarters
and ZEILIN as emergency relief with hndsunrtou acilities
on reduced scale not incliding quarters extensive plotting
rooms and the like,

CINCPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC ADMIN CQRSOFPAC CTP 18 CTF 51.

This is HiCom. Consider it necessary that ComPhibPac trans-
port group be reinforced at earliest possible date by 1 APA
and 1 AKA. At present only 4 APA's and no AKA'e are avail.
able to Rockwell for trnininﬁ. For move to ALEUTIANS and as-
sault of KISKA 1 additional APA(DOYEN) now West Coast is
remote poasibility. Fara. Carefull investigation SoPao
aituation reveals no withidrawal's APA's or AKA's possible as
troop moves to combat areas accordance current directives
will employ these types to their limit and preclude further
amphibious training after July lst. Para. Request 1 AFA and
1 AKA be made available to CinCPac from other areas at once
and until September 1lat,

COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMNORPAC CTP 65).

Utmost Secret, Joint Chiefa of Staff approve Cinopao-Comlen
WDC 29 2248 with the proviso that the actual date of executlon
of Task B will be determined by CinCPao and CG WDC,

COMINCH to CINCPAC Info VCNO.

Following HiCom for Adee only. Comment on requirements look-
ing to readiness for setting up and treining amphibious
forces in BAWAII Ares for prospective operations to weatward.

v/
1600
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11 0412 COM 3RD FLT %0 CINCPAC.

%%ggn‘ Present organization ell sirfielde and seaplane
868 on each island grouped as Air Center whioh like
all other unit establishments on 1sland are under direoct
military command of Commanding General and administretive
direotion of appropriate senior, Thus Naval bases are
administered by ComSeronSoPac, Army service comnands by
ComGen SOSSPA apd Air Centers by ComAirSoPac, Placing
air bases whether individual airrields or grouped as
Air Centers under direct jurisdiotion of ComAirSoPmo
would invalidate unity of command on island bases and
highly desirable coordination of activities thereon.
CominCh 091729, Have Naval and Army air representatives
on my plenning staff. Assume air operations will be
referred to ComAirPac by CinCPac as desired by latter.
All metters concerning air operations in SoPac are
referred to ComAirSoPac,

12 2135 CinCPa N .
VERY SECRET HI COM. This reenciphsrment CominCh 111731.
uote, vered to Chief of Naval Personnel for Info.

What are your views about Commodore rank for senior
naval officer in command at MIDWAY and if you conour is
present incumbent recommended, End Quote,

13 0507 CinCPac to ComipCh,

For Admiral King only from Nimitz. Arter conference

with Halsey 1 recommend Shafroth relieve Wilkinson as
Deputy ComSoPacFor and Area at onoe and that Wilkinson
report to ComAmphibForSoPac with view to relieving Turner
after completion first stage NEW GFORCIA Operation.

Turner then report to CinCPac for temporary duty. Halsey
conours,

13 0627 GinCPeg %o CinCPac Adainistretion.

Desire Captain Redman be ordered proo:od without de
by air report ComSoPac for temporery duty and on oomple-
tion thereof return resume regular duties,

14 0833 BuPers to Com3cPag, Info CinCPag. ” o(r"’
detached report C ]

RAdm John F, Shafroth Jr. hered
duty Deputy ComSoPaocArea and R0 oFor,

4 1243 CominCh to Admiral Wimitz, ““.\-
Iniocase Brigedier

Personal for Admiral Nimits Only,
Oenerel Lynd is detached your staff 4o you recommend him

for an award, A A oy v 1501
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14 2313 CixCPag to CominCh,
Utmost for Admiral King only. Nesative your 141243.
15 0710 CinCPag %o CominCh, Info CinCPag Admin.

I recommend Captain Harold Mike M) Martin your

111731 senior naval offioer at MIDNAY for promotion
to rank of Commodore.
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15 0051 CINCPAC to COMINCH info COMSOPAC, CHIEF BUAFR, CHIEF BUPEKS,

Hicom reply ur 091729. Concur with Com3oPac 110412 veling
passed to you, Naval aviators are assigned to staff thias
command and &re consulted freely. JMarine aviators are
avallable for consultation, Full use is being made of
ComAtrPac in Planning operations involving air.

15 0121 CINCPAC ts CO#EORPAC Iﬁﬁﬁ COMINCH, COMPHINPAC, COTCPAS,
] e ‘-

ComInCh 091256, 122212. Kydis 112105, ComPhihPac 12215).
All passed to you for info. Assignment PEN!SYLVANIA ap
operating headquarters for ComPhibPac satiafactory to
CinCPac originator., Use of ZEILIN as emergency relief
with reduced facilities at discretion ComPhibPac 1f time
for necessary installations can be spared from training.
If you concur direct PENNSYLVALiIA report ComPhihPac,

Latter arrange necessary YD availahilities direct Conm-
ServPac,

09 2155 COMINCH $o CINCPAC, COMSOPAC, COMSOWESPAC,

Handle with utmost secrecy. The Joint Chiefs of Staff

have informed the Director Ofrice of Strategio Services

in Washington that once an Office of Strategic Jervioes
Basic Plan for psyoholorioal warfare within s particular
theater or area of military operations has been approved by
the Joint Chiefs of Starr it is not necessary to submit
subsidiary operational plans to the Joint Chiefs of Jtarf
but that such subsidiary plans may be submitted by the
Offioce of Strategio Servioces to its theatre or ares repre-~

sentative for use in planning the psychological warfare
program,

14 2341 CT? COMIN(H, Info COKGEN WDC, COMNORPAC, CINCPAC,

This is most secret, Following ships in addition APA'e

and landing ships proposed for use in AMATEUR o ration,

AP 29, AP 132, XAP PRESIDENT PILLMORE, RICHARD MAKCH HOER,
HINRY FAILING, CHIRIKOF., DAVID W JRANCH, WILLIAM L,
THOMPRON, JOHN B PLOYD, TJISADANR, XAK's HENAY WARD
REECHER, GOERGE JULIAM. ELI WHITNEY, GRORGYE WYTHE,
GENRGE FLAVEL, Anticipate it will be necessary furnish
Naval Lialson Offiocer of suitable rank to each above except
AP's and following communioation personnel and squipment

to each: Personnel 1 junior officer. 1 radioman lst class,
1l redioman 2nd class, 4 radiomen 3Ird olass, 1 signal ?nd
olass, 2 signalmen 3rd class equipment 1 T, 2 T3v,

1l visual signaling kit, Necessary coryntographic aids, Ke-
fuest officer and enlisted personnel be ordered to Teport
to originator at SAN DIEGO for training and indooctrinetioa
prior 1 July. Request equipment be supplied by same date,
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_ .JOINT CHIEP% OF STAVT to CINC“WPA FOR ACTION RICHARDSON
- AND“HARNON PASS. TO NIMIT& AND HALQEY FOR INWORMATION

_ABDHALL

peratibhs Yoo
ic in. N vember.  .

JOUT "Ictport 5 €Lk '
L3 S repeat LSTS alloce ed - to SoPae would be de-
two months: till nid December, Urgently needed
iate planning purposes is en outiine of ‘operations
and’ Southwest: Pacific areas glving dates that may |
af & _ent basis of planning- for Central Paoifio opera- 5
tions. It&is recognized that it will probably be necessary
ag the suocessive operations develop to alter these dates ;
- accordingly. However, unless they are established now for
I o _'planning'purposes it 1s not RPT hot practicable to prov1de

] E able sgtructure for'our'operatlons throughout the Pacifio
- ' and- Far East. Para,

{Continued on next page}.
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15 1655

15 1014

15 2241

16 0033

16 0226

JOINT CHIEFS oF STAFPY w) wan 421655 2*, {Continued)
Desire followin

& Sp@cirig lnromtion:
wWall

A -ADperation BAKER not ¢ Trepeat not) be ocommenced unti)
after completion of Operation ™o,

B - Compoaition of Taak Foroes for each Operation, with
Particular regard to designation of BaJor ground force
ts

C « What 8hip to shore and what shore to shore operationg
are contemolated with dates of commenoement and completion
and numders and typem of assault shipning and land{ng '
oraft to be employed

COMNORPAC to COMPHI QPACI PENNS"I.VANIA. ingo CINCPAC. COoM mﬂr\
CinCPac 150121, HiCom, PENNSYLVANTIA report ComPhibPag

88 opereting hendquartors. ComPh{bPag COmply referenced
despatgh Tegarding conversion PENNSYLVANIA and ZRILIN,

CTF COMINCH. I CINCPAC,

Most Seoret, Assume & 1.g7 and ICT your 141830 are {p

addition 6 L3T apq ICT your 021509, Latter together with

all flotilla 3 ships ana orart are oommitted to

operation, Kovement Of these to GOOSEWING 14 scheduled

Commencing early July. Upon sailing of 1Ls7eg 485, 486,
8 for SoPao about 5 July no LsT's will remain this

COMNORPAC INCPAC, I AC.

HiCom, Adaitiona) estroyers treined in shope bomberg.
ment highly desireble Tor future Operations, Request
consideration be given assigning to NorPacoPor ships

Teported in ComPhibPac t"12231.7 88 being 80 trained, \
CINGPAQ to Cmm Mn. info cgmm, m A,
This 1s most Seoret, Desire 7tj Bomber Command strike
i‘ﬁ:?&‘%%’:&“’wiﬁ?&‘%@.“ﬁ: Planes’ sos 28

1605




PINK

SECHET

June (GCT

15 2220 COMINCH CINCPAC
Most secret for Adee only. From Joint Chiefs of Starf
to Nimitz, As explained in War Dept 4952 of 14 June
Joint Chiefs of Sta?®f are now oonardoring the onplor-
ment of foroes to mount operations against the MARSHALLSY
from PEARL or South Pacific about 15 Novemhsr, Joint
Chiefs of Staff direct you submit sn outline plan for
the selizure of the MARSHALL ISLANDS to include following
and ocoupation:
A - List of foroes required for seisure, V4
B -~ Shipping required.
C - Positions to be seized,
D - Consept of plan,
E - Proposed date for initiation of operations,
F - Major favorable and unfavorable factors.

16 1309 COMINCH CINCPAC, I ¥ CINC
% Your 140623 T.{UBAN only AKA availlable
assigned rhibPac to arrive West Coast by 20 July my
111331, Understand DOYEN expeoted report for shakedown
about 15 June, Consider botg must be made ready to
comnlete total 5 APA and 1 AXA for operation, ad-~
ditional APA available from Phiblant or conversion progrea
in tinme for o rltign. ‘ .
‘16 2145 CINCPAC ;gm PAC, COTCPAC, COMINCH.

UrDis 160033, ComAmphibPac 142348, MyDis 120021. Preseat
plan assign Desron 2, less DALY to NorPaocPFor duration
RMATEUR operetion. Squadron should be assembled and
trained as such under own squadron commander. If you con-
ocur I will (ABLE) direot Comdesron 24 in BROWRSON report
to you and ComPhibPac for duty on arrival SAN DIEGO from
CANAL ZONE about 1 July. (BAKER) AMMEN MULLANY SH upoa
completion shakedowns during whioh all will have been
trained in shore bombardment, (CHARLIE) HUTCHIN3 HEALR
both bombardment trained now proceed PEARL to SAN DIEGO

to arrive by about 10 July, It will be necessary for you
to send BACHE ARNERREAD from your other forces without
relief, Assigmment YD, HALFORD not approved because
total destroyer allocation cannot be increased and taotical
undesirability of sorembdling squedrons. Intend ANDERSOM
relieve LANSDOWNE about mid July, No other changes nor
inoreases contemplated,

{

»
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16 2247 CINCPAC o COMINCH.

HiCom, Exercises mentioned my 120127 soheduled
night 18-19 June (Bast long Date) includes simultaneous
strike NAURU by Cats and heavies from SoFao,

16 2305 cincrac/tABRApAc. 1 :  COMSOPAC. COMAIKSOPAC

This is HiCom., With 22 bombers will strike target
your %$g226. All basing CANTON staging through
FUNAT .

20 0145 CINCPAC to COMINCH, Info VICE CNO,

HiCom for Addeee only. On assumptions that MarDiv

is trained on Mainland CominCh 141557 that minimum of
one Amy Div is trained Hawaifan Area that training
this area must solve prodlems involved landing over
coral reefs recommend that landing oraft now aveilahle
here 12 LCM, 45 LCV be inoreased by 100 LCI(L) with
outboard motors, 15 ICM, 50 ICVP, 30 LVT, 1 LCT(S),
1 13T, Boat orews and maintainanoe personnel with ./’
adequate spare parts should be furnished for thess ad-
ditional boate., These additional feoilities to be made
avallable by 1 August 1943, Recommuend monthly replace-
ment schedule of 15 percent of above hoats to replaoce
casualties in reer landings., Para, Forezoing oone-
stitute requirements for preliminery training only,
Further details contingent on formulation of detailed
plan whioh will probably require final training all
troops this area in particular ocoral reef landing.

21 0951 COMSQPAC to CINCSOWESTPAC info CINCPAC, C,G, SOPAC,

liCom handle as most seoret. Following JoPao data

18 relevant to Joint Chiefs of Stars 151655, Major
ground force units operation A to acoconplishment seisure
NEW OFORGIA., 43rd Division about’ 1/3rd 37th Division

2 Ralder Battalions 2 Defense Pattalions su porting
artillery, All available Naval Units will ® employed
in supnort and ocovering overations, Operstion B 3rd
MarDiv 25¢th Division, 2 Reider Battalions, 2 Defense
Battalions, 1 AA regiment, supnorting artillery, Wwill
employ all oombat loaders and all available landing
oraft, All available Naval units in suprort and cOver-
ing operations, Timing in acoordance ugth your direc-
tive, As KIETA and BUKA situation cannot be roreseen
at this time no details of operations have as yet beea
prepared, it is believed however that ajove units less

(Continued on next page)
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21 0951

21 2021

22 1905

23 2359

COMSOPAC to CINCCOWRSTPAC, (Continued)

ocombat loaders can handle the situation. Had tenta-
tively selected 2nd MarDiv and NEW ZPALAND Division plus
other lesser units for RARAUL in early 1944 ocontemplated
detachment 2nd MarDiv and all combat loaders will result
in NEW CALEDONIA having no infantry garrison after about
August as intend START NEW 7EALAND Divimion to GUABALCANAL
as reserve, will nut Severe strain on my losiatios and
will prevent relief in forward areas of any divisions
suffering from battle and climatiec spollage, We are thus
allowed no leeway in time mannower or transport for opera-
tion B, After withdrawal of 2nd MarDiv and the initietion
of operations B ell my divisions including NEW 7EALAND
Division will be stationed in & LONONS with excention of

1 division in F1JI, Harmon oonours,

CINCPAC t9 CG WDC.

CominCh 142219 being passed to you. Request your ocon-
ourrence following Joint Despatoh from CinCPmo-CGWDC to
CTF 16 "Exeoute our 292248 May, Target date remsins
Aug 15th. D date to be set by ComNorPac”,

COMGEN WDC to CinCPag.

Conourrence is transmitted reference your 212021 {Secret
Jecurity Message signed DeWitt CG WDC and 4th Army)
C06076 ocontaining execution, target date and Dog day
directive,

CTF Info:
CINCPAC to/amﬁxﬁﬁ . CCUNORWRSIATHCN, ccr.:xrr‘:u! 2G_aDC

hJ .

Execute our 292248 YVey, Tarset date remains Ausust
15th 1943, ComNorPac set D date,

22 2145 COMINCH to CINCPAC,

UrDis 170545 Decembher, HAHD%Q eg JUTER SECRET, 1t air-
drome battalion will be avalla or transfer to “EARL
in August if desired by you, MerCorps plans to form 155
MM groups in second and first airdrome battalions suooces-
sively by assigning from United SJtates with Ml gun treain-
ing 50 men monthly beginning August with view to changing
designations later to 17th and 15th defense bhattalions
respectively presence 2 airdrome battalions PEARL will
expedits personnel rotation at outlying Hawaiian dases
and willl provide defsnse units for other operations,
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23 1,37

24 1937

24 2337

24 June

25 0115

COMINCH to CINCPAC,

For Ades gg;*. With offensive operations in Jentral
aciflo in mind, your recommended redeployment of
Pacific Pleet in CinCPac serial 00693 dated B April 1943

is approved in gonaral and as indicated {n memorandum to v/

CinCPao dated 26 May 13&3; subject also to decision which
may be reached by the Joint Chiefs of Starf for future
operations, Amplifving letter follows,

CinCrac to ComNorPag, Info Gom;nCh.

My 250&51‘1ndiontou thet flishing hes been stopped off
KAMCHATKA, Moat Seoret. ''nless you have contrary in-.
formation that 1t 18 in progreas oancel operation olanned

your 230651 and emnloy time for unkeep and training next
operation,

C Q CPag 3

Most seoret. Your 241937, Decision to make sweep alo
fishing grounds based upon report from Soviet ship AILCTIKA
that Jap DD and transport with alleged Jap rishing workers
was slghted at PETROPAVLUSC on June 10. Do not consider
this evidence conclusive and am holding operetion in
abeyance pending further information,

Richardson to <inCPag,

General plan of attack reurad 202215 GCT as follows: 22
B-24%s to base at WALLIS and CANTON stage thru FUNAFUTI end
bomb NAURU with genaral purpose, fragmentation and inoend-
iary cluater., Task Porce Commander will select targets
after careful studr of photographs of recent bombing of
target by planes from SoPao, Commanding General 7th Alr
Force will keep you fully informed.

CinCPac to Vioce CNO Info CominCh. ComSoPac. O rvPag,
Xy Sa

Most seoret. ComSoPme 230412, Recommend approval ef-
feotive comnletion ourrent assignmenta of ships conoerned
and upon completion firat 4ischarese in SoPac area, How-
aver AK 90 to 97 should later de replaced in ServRonSoPao
by freishters from subsequent progran as thoss named have
all been fitted with towing engines snd are peculierly
useful to Com 12 in TransPacifio towing,
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FINK
Tune (6CT) I
23 0651 COMNORPAC to CINGCPAC,

HiCom., Present intention that TG 16.7 (ComCruDiv ¢ with
WICHITA, SAN FRANCISCO, LOUISVILLE, SANKTA FE and 5 DDs)
depart ADAK about 25 June to search for and destroy enemy
forces and shipping including fishing craft in Western
BERING SEA., SANTA FE and 2 DD will make close in search
from CAPE AFRICA to GULF of AKADIR., Task Oroup wil)l re-
turn ACCENTUATE about July 2nd.

24 1301 COMINCHE to CINCPAC,

HiCom. Alloscation of Divisions for Central Pacific am-
phiblous ocpersations has not yet been determined your 200145,
Pending this allocation organizational preparation must be
taken now to provide for execution of operations at earliest
possible time. Para 2., My survey indicates that regardless
of objectives finally selected by you for attack provision
for the following muat be made: A, Basic training for am-
phibioua craft and troops on West Coast on increasing soale,
B, Expansion of amphiblous training in Hawailan Area both
basic and advanced for landing on corsl islands. C. Am-
phiblous command with planning staff at PEARL to develop

and integrate plans under Central Pacific Force for Central
Pacific Operations. This command organization at PEARL /
should provide for the planning and execution of at least

S simultaneous attacks on separated objectives. D. Pro-
vision for above needs must be made in immediate future and
before completion of COTTAGE which may well continue through
September, Para 3, Establishment of subcommand proposed

by ComPhibPac 161641 will provide required training active
ities in San Diego and is hereby approved. Pars ¢. Your

corment and reoommendations to provide for other needs set
forth in Para 2 are desired.

25 0515 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC,

Handle as most secret., HiCom. The following for your in-
formation: %5876 Urgent 22nd. Plan for operstions against
MAKSHALL and or GIL ISLANDS in implemsntation of trident
declision is under consideration by Joint Staff Planners
(from Arnold to MacArthur for aotion Kenney and to Harmon
signed Marshall) proposal involves employment of 1 heav v
bomber and 1 medium bomber group in addition to Royal Alr
Forces as available. Request expression of your views as to
speocific effect on air operations in your area if these
groupa are withdrawn from either area for MARSHALL-OIL BRERT
operations about 1 NHovember or 1 December, taking into con-
slderation probable specific effect proposed Central Pacific
operations will have in diverting enemy air strength from

your areas, Same question propounded relative to a later
date, January or Pebruary next,."

1610



SEC

une (GCT)

PINK

25 0518 € PAC C

26 0315

Handle as most secret, HiCom. The following for your tne
formationt "To CinCSowesPac for Kenney (Aotion) Info to
Chief of Staff War Dept. Info ComSoPso {By hand) 8319 of
25 June. Following presents our views in connection with
Marshall's 5876 of 22nd (Barmon sends to MaocArthur for
Kenney action info to Chief of Staff War Dept. for Armold
AFAEP, ComSoPac has by hand for info) Regardless of the
date of withdrawal of bombers, the specific effect would
be to reduce the capebilities of our strategic alr strik-
ing foroes. Realising that & minirum allocation of aipr
strength at dates mentionsd is safely allowable. Refer-
ence November/December diversion, assumi our operations
proceed approximately on schedule, diversion of bombers
would seriously jeopardize our chanoes of success at what ’/
appears will be the most oritiocal stage of the campalgn,
Reference January/February diversion, not until we are
firmly established in RABAUL, KAVIEKC and North Eastern
NEW GUINEA can we afford an{ reduction of our alr strength.
It is estimated that this situation will not exist until
sometime subsequent to February next. The allowable scale
of reduction in air strength at that time will depend upon
factors whioh cannot be evsluated at present. Do not pone-
slder that the possible diversion of eneny alir ltr-ngbt
which might result from Central Pacifio Operations woula
diminish our requirements for landbased bombers. ComSoPaa
is in full accord, Harmon."

CINCPAC to COMINCH,

Utmost for Admiral King only. It is my oonsidered opinion
that onoe our effort is disolosed enemy will write off
AMATEUR a8 a 1088 and attempt no reenforoement of any

welght, DBut as a preventer 1 have studied the possibil-
ities of MoCain's provosed operation as a diversionary

raid and recommend against it as involving disproportionate
logistic diffioculties and incommensurste risk. Para. In
substitution thereof the following is planned which sur- _
mounts loglstio diffioulties minimires risks yet should 74
produce the same effeot as MoCain's propossl. (A) oVL-CL
rald against Japanese patrol craft usually stationed sbout
700 miles Rast of TOXYD provided intelligence at proper

time indiocates patrol craft on station. {B) CV.surface

ship bombardment of WAKE, Target dates both operations 5 to
10 days prior RMATEUR target date (15 August). (C) Land-
plane attack on WAXE just prior to surface foroe sttsok

and followed by landbased photo ooverage.
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27 1613 COMINCH to c;chAc,

HiCom for Admiral Nimitz only, Conour with the views
expressed first 2 santences your 260315, Murther
nueRtion the wisdom of any diversionary operation in f/
support of COTTAGE, Part 2, Operation (A} is con-
sidered a desira-le operation in itself but not neces-
sarily as a diversion in supnort of (TTACE,

28 1628 UMNAFUTI tg HICKAM WI®LLD,

Of lat 8 off 2 orashed and rurned so I oancel led
further misaion take offs, 3 orash victimm already
recoverad pood chance of rscovery, 1 formation of 4
will attack other 2 orderad to land da'light when
remaining nlanes will return to operatine hesm., I
remain here until mission returns.

26 2318 QINOPAC %o CO WDG.

FiCom for Gen. DeWitt approve ComNorPao seoret serial
0443 with the adaltion to paragraph 7 of "Task Oroup
16.8 will reveri to Army command when eomndiumonl
reports that the status of the ocoupation of A

gtrrtntl this change and when so directed by Com¥orPac"

ara. If you concur will issue Joint approval of this
overall plan,

29 2145 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC.

HiCom for Admirel Halsey only. Seirure of MARSHALLS

via ELLICE and GILBERTS 1s under conaideration. Using
this route additional airstrips will be required north
of FUNAFUTI, At earliest date require for planning
bhoto recco followed by ground investigation Northern
RLLICE atolls. Include ﬁUKUF:TAU VATTUPU NIUTAO MAMOMEA .
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