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PREFACE
With this sixth volume the publication of naval documents concerning the most important phase of our wars with the Barbarg Powers is
concluded. For six years the United States had maintained a naval
force of varying size and strength in the Mediterraneaa to protect our
seaborne trade and to compel due respect for our flag. By the year
1807 Algiers, Tripoli, Tunis, and hforocco had all been brought to
heel either by the direct application of naval power or by the fleet's
moral influence in support of diplomatic efforts. This degree of p e w
and security for our interests that was attained in the Mediterranean
coincided with growing tension elsewhere. The probability of a r u p
ture with either France or Great Britain steadily f&tersd. The
Chesapeake-Leopard affair of 1807 precipitated the decision to withdraw all American naval forces from the Mediterranean to the home
coast. In 1815-16 following the War of 1812 it again became necessary to send squadrons to North African waters to bring the Barbarg
Powers to reason. I t is hoped the naval documents concerning this
h a 1 phase may be published in a future volume.
Specifically this volume six covers in detail the operations of the
various fleet units from May 1, 1805, through December 31, 1807.
These operationsweremuch hampered by the great distance from home
and the very poor basing facilities near the front. This deficiency
was alleviated by the logistic support generously grmted by FIis
Britannic Majesty's Dockyard a t Malta and by our use of facilities at
Syracuse through the kind permission of Neapolitan authorities.
Included also in the volume we papers relating to the ending of
General William Eaton's Derne expedition and to the liberation of the
officers and crew of the frigate Philadelphia from the Tripolitan prisons.
The more important diplomatic documents concerning the peace
negotiations together with the "secret clause" in the Tripolitan
Treaty are gi-cen, as are those covering the notably successful use by
Commodore John Rodgers of diplomacy in combination with s
demonstration of naval force in a crisis threatening a full-fledged outbreak of war with Tunis. Foreshadowing thugs to come are many of
the source maerials on the Chesapeake-Leopard affair.
A composite index to the seven volumes of the Quasi-War with
France and six volumes of the Barbary Wars is in course of preparation with a view of publication ultimately.
The detailed preparation of the work is largely that of Miss Loretta
1. MacCrindle, with Miss Catherine M. MacDonnell and Miss
Georgia Freese as assistants, and with Lt. M. V. Brewington, U. S.
N. R., as general supervisor. Lt. Comdr. John H. Kemble,U. S. N. R.,
rendered valuable assistance while assigned to this office. Throughout the volume, as ts its predecessors, it has been the aim to make the
pmted text identical with the source in s p e l h g and punctuation.
The publication of the series was made possible by Acts of Congress
&Pprovedfirst March 15, 1934, and h d l y February 7, 1942. Free
distribution is prohibited by law.
DUDLEY
W. KNOX,
Captain, U.S. ATavy (Reiired),
Wcer in Charge of W c e of hTavalRecords and Library,
Navy Department.
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WARS WITH BARBARY POWERS
To Captain John Bodgera, U. 6. Navy, commanding U. 6. m a t e Com~tulimfrom
Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General, Algiers
MALTAMay Irt 1806
DEARSIR On the 219' Ultmo, I had the pleasure of recieving your acceptable
favour of the 184 by the U. S. Brig Siren. - The Letter from M? Nissen to Commodore Barron was indicative of the wish for Peace on the part of the Bashaw of
Tripoli; but did not convey an intimation of any terms which we could admit.
Since that I have received b the Ketch, a letter from the Spanish Consul written
a t the espress desire of the Sashaw, saying that he proposed sa the Ground Work
of a negociation, that we should pay him 200,000 dollars for peace and ransom,
and give up all his subjects in our hands, gratis, with all their property. - This
is the first direct overture which has been officially made, & altho much less
extravagant than I should have expected; yet is totally inadmissable - The
Spanish Consul observes that these propositions are mentioned merely to begin
a negociation, and he has no doubt but if I would go over to Tripoli there would
be such modifications and facilities as would secure a Peace &Q - The ground
work however must be very different from this, before I can think of raising a
superstructure; unless imperious necessity should compel an acquiesciance, which
I pray God may not be the caae I am perfectly convinced that they wish a peace, and nothing but the example
it would set to other Nations tributary to them, prevents their comeing forward
with terms which we could admit.
I see no prospect of all our force being concentrated and ready to act against
Tripoli sooner than the begining or middle of June; so that I must regret that you
will not have your just and sanguine wishes accomplished of seeing us ready to
make an attack before that time. - The Congress has gone to Messina, and from
thence to Leghorn, from whence, in all probability, she will not return before the
Latter part of this Month. - The Constellation & Vizen are a t Syracuse, but
expected here daily - The Essez was a t Triest on the 16tb Ulto, and may be
expected here, with the Schooner Enterprize in ten Days; but that is uncertain;
and the prospect of Gun Boats or Bomb Vessels from that quarter very slight
indeed. - The Commodores health is nearly the same as when you left us, and
there does not a pear any pros ct of his being able to take an active part in the
Cam aign. - %he Argus & 8%ilw, with the Sloop Hornet are aloft. We have
hear$ from MI Eaton by a Man of the name of Faquier, who i t seems went with
him, from this place, and who has returned to Syracuse, having quarrelled with
Mr Eaton, and left him. He writes to the Commodore, that Mf E. is a madman that he has quarrelled with the Ex-Bashaw &p $ 9 &?, we are in daily expectation
of more authentic accounts from that quarter; but I make no calculation in our
favour from that source. The Cruizer which you sent in here with her prizes still remain here, and I do
not know what will be the determination r
cting them. I presume the Commodore will m i t e to you on the subject. - T t h e Beg of T u m ia determined to
break with us he may make this a pretext. But while he must be made to know
that we will not permit his Vessels to violate the Blockade of Tripoli with i r n p e t y ;
yet we must temporize with him, a t least until we can guard our Commerce agcunst
his numerous Cruizers, and make some arrangement for checking him, without
lnterupting our intended operations against Tripoli. Mp Lear mnds you four Shirts which have been made since you left this; and

1

2

NAVAL OPERATIONS FROM 1806 TO 1807

desires her best regards to be given you. - I hope soon to have the pleasure of
seeing you here, and pray that all happiness and prosperity may attend you.
P. S. I am just informed of the Congress being about to Sail which prevents
my taking a Copy of the foregoing. A Letter of the 21et Apl has this moment
been put into my hands from M. Davis, who says it is reported that Acmet
Bashaw has taken possession of Derna. [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1

-

To Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. Frigate Conslitulion, from
Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy
MALTAl ? C Afay 1805.
SIR By the President which w i v e d here with the three Prizes on the Evening
of the 27th ult?, I had the honor to receive your Letter dated 24% informing me
of the detention of those Vessels in an attempt to enter Tripoli - They are
not in the 409 Harbour, and t.he people on shore a t the Lazaretto - The Ries
who commanded the Corsair has been recognized here as a Tunisian subject, but
the two setts of Papers neither of ~ h i c his accurate in describing the Vessel,
added to other circumstances, create a strong suspicion that she is in fact a T r i p
oline - Steps will be taken to investigate the matter, but a t any rate so
palpable an attempt to violate the blockade cannot be overlooked and has determined me to detain them for adjudication - I have directed Captw Cox to
proceed off the Harbour of Tripoli & on falling in -4th the Constitution to place
himself under your Orders - I look hourly for the Consteuation 8: Vixen, which
on their arrival I shall immediately dispatch to the Station - On both or either
of them joining the Blockade you will please give the necessary dispositions to the
Senior officer and return to this Harbour, as I am desirous of some personal communication with you - hly health I am happy to say has greatly improved
within a few days - My strength begins to return & I have sanguine hopes that I
shall be able to appear personally before Tripoli as soon as the season is suEciently
advanced for entering uppon offensive Operation. Yesterday I had the satisfaction to receive a Letter from Capts James Barron
dated at Trieste where he arrived in safety in 15 Days - 1 have reason to
expect either the
or Enterprize, in the course of a DTeek or ten Days Capts Barron was in treaty for some Craft which he says nil1 answer very well for
for Gun Boats. [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
To Captain James Barron, U. S. Kavy, commanding 0.6. S. &a, Trieste, from
Master Commandant Thomas Robinson, Jr., U. S. Ravy, commanding U. 6.
Schooner Ednprfze.
VENICEMay 1" 1805
DfSIR Yours of the 24 is before me, I am sorrv for the [space] you have met
with, but it will be for the best if you receive m i letter of the 28t4 U l t ~which
advises Ancona, I have since then had some serious talk with our friend the Mayor
he knows Ancona well 8: candidly says that it is the place for our business; and
further that we can get what Boats we want there & them Completely fitted for
our purpose it is their and in that neighbourhood those Boats are built; and he
says that if the place is as it was two years ago, we will be pleased with the Wood
& Work. He has a friend there whom he says that he can recommend, and that we
can get every kind of timber there we want and see the Work done to our minds
above board. M? Heinzleman has bought one Barque, and was just on the close
of another when your letter came to hand - we have stopped until next Post;
however, it certainly will be improper to stop for this vessel and all the prepara
tions I have made for two will be a loss to the United States. I take this on board
the Schooner to morrow, come out of the Arsenal on Sunday, and as soon as the
Barque business is arranged; am off for Tried & do not mean to drive a nail in
the Barques here - i t is too great a risque, when it can be done so well and easy
a t Ancona, The Mayor advises this, therefore let Mr Riggens order Mr Henzleman
to send those vessels ta a friend a t Ancona, there to receive the orders of MT
Riggins and then Mr Riggins to send me orders to receive them there, or rather
to be delivered to my order as I shall in this case send an officer to take charge of
them. This mode
Henzleman thinks will keep all parties out of a scrape

-
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Don't let the small difEculties we have met with discourage you; we must have
boats; therefore let us persevere in obtaining them i t is easily done by the mode
prescribed: we did not come here to Convoy a more important cause for our
Country, and the reputation of your good Brother arrest our time - only reflect
one moment on the Consequences attending an inactive Summer, and how are
we to be active with a probability of success without some Boats, Ancona, (the
Mayor says) is a very fine harbour, of easy access, and safe for the largest Ships,every thing plenty we want and but a few hours run from [space] and you
can, without being shy, attain all you want. Don't, for God's sake,
without Boats, let us take a little terrible fleet with us. i t will give life r z z r
to all our opperations. And on the Contrary, if you do not, your purposes here
are defeated, and dejection & discontent are the natural consequences. Thiik
for a moment the effect it will have on the Commodore if you succeed - it will
enliven him; if you do not there is no doubt but i t will have a serious effect on
his present state of health.
Please to excuse my presuming to dictate it is owing to the ever anxiety I have
for the success of our enterprises the ensuing Summer & having made enquiries of
eeveral Gentlemen of information I have obtained, with respect to Ancona all
that you have read.
[NDA. Captain's LB, Vol. 1, 1805.1
To Master Commandant Charles Stewart, U. S. Navy, from William Jarvis, U. S.
Consul, Lisbon, Portugal
COPY
LISBONIs( May 1806
SIR About ten days since the Moorish Admiral's ship was Compleated for
Sea - The Brig is likewise ready and both only waiting for Orders - Some dispute however exists between the Admiral and this Government in Consequence
of the former refusing to give up Five Algerine slaves that ranaway from the
Arsenal and got onboard, untill he receives orders from the Emperor It is doubtfull however whether the Vessel would be detained on this account had the
Amiral orders to proceed to Sea
As far as any opinion can be formed from appearances or from any facts that
have come to my Knowledge, I cannot believe that these people have any idea a t
present of a War with the United States or as formerly observed, that there will
be any danger from them untill they make a peace with the Prussians, if then, for
in justice to our Marine I must observe that I really believe that they stand
more in dread of us than of any other Maritime power except Great Britain and
if a great stroke is struck this Season I think it will will Secure to us a permanent
Peace with the Barbary Powers; but for the present Prudence may dictate that
some Watch may be kept on their Motions The Prussian Charge des Affaires does not know of any propositions of Peace
being yet made between his Court and the Emperor's Commissioners Captain Sterrett sailed from here (where he arrived after being taken off the
wreck of the Canton) for the United States about three weeks since - No News
yet as to the probable destination of the Toulon & Cadiz Squadrons
P. S. This is a Copy of a letter I have written this Day to the Commodore,
which containing all the information in my possession, I took the Liberty to give
it in the same words [LC. JRP, Vol. 1, March 1791-Dec. 1814.1
To Sailing Master Alexander C. Harrison, U. 6.Navy, commanding Gunboat No. 5,
from Secretary of the Navy
NAV D E P ~1 May 1806. Gun boat NP 10 Commanded by Lieut S[eth]. Cartee sailed yesterday evcning for Norfolk to join Lieul Henley who is waiting for him a t that place. I flatter myself that you may have sailed before this reaches you, if not you
will make every possible exertion to join N P4 and 10 in time to sail together as
they are directed not to wait for you more than 48 hours. [NDA. Off. Comg. Gunboats, 1803-1808.1
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[l May 18051
List of Cannoniers presumably attached to Expedition of William Eaton, U. a.
Bavy Agent for the Barbary Regencies
Stato Cannonieri
I

Kome - Cognomc

Selim SMr Capno
Maumet &IS [?] 1 Tent?
Rocco Mr [?I 2 Tente
4 Antonio Barloti6 SIB
5 Magnan Sargente
6 Giorgio Caroffalla Sargle
7 Giuseppe Galeazzi
8 Giacomo Vale
9 Anzolo Farmosa
10 Vincenzo Stenix
11 Bortolo Bianchi
12 Picola DardelIi
13 Pietro Robert
14 Antonofi Stratti
15 Bernardo Somarilli
16 Angelo Arcavani
17 Unscilli Panagiotti
18 Francesco Bisson
19 Giovanni Bosbor
20 Lucca Malencig
21 Giorgio Gogs
22 Spiro Voeovix
23 Michele Cheles
24 Bsttista German
25 Nicola Aidomi
26 Andre Coff
27 Giovanni Rsguseo
Giorgio Marisna
[H. E. Huntington U A G . EA 304.1

1
2
3

Carry him to the Greeks

I
I

Extract from journal of William Eaton, U.S. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies,
Wednesday, 1 May 1805
h dispatches [Derne] The sloop Hornet went off ~ 3 those
[H. E. Huntington U A G . 1
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. 6. Ravy, from Brigge Brothers, Alexandria, Egypt
EGYPT,
ALEXANDRIA
2 May 1805
SIR! We have the honor to transmit you s Copy of the Letter we had the
pleasure to address you on the 11 March. We have had no American Vessel
here since the Argus Ieft us, - but are in daily expectation of One, with the
Funds we advanced t o Mr Eaton for tlhe service of the United States. We have
not heard from that gent^ since the 19 March, when he was about 4 days distance from Bomba, and where we have no doubt he will have found a Division
of your Naval Force to cooperate with him. With our best wishes for the successful termination of the War with Tripoiy, we remain most respectfully Sir
[Mrs. James S. Barron Cot. NDA photostat.]
Extract from journal of William Eaton, U. 6. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies,
Thureday, 2 May 1805
IDerne] Examined the different sites in the vicinity of the town. Used
exertions to draw the Governor from his sanctuary. - The Hiram in which he
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had taken asylum appertained to a Shiek of Mesreat, one of the departments of
the city in the interest of The Bashaw. - Neither persuasion, bribes nor m e m e ,
could prevail on this venerable aged chief to permit the hospitality of his house
to be violated. - He urged that whatever may be the weakness or even the
crimes of the Arabs there was never an instance known among them of giving
up a fugitive to whom they had once accorded their protection; - and should
he suffer him self to transgress that sacred principle, the vengeance of God and
the odium of all mankind would justly fix on him and his posterity.
[H. E. Huntington MAG.]
Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. 6. Navy, on board
U. S. Frigate Presided. Master Commandant George Cox, U. S. Bavy, commanding,
Thursday, 2 May 1806
Malta] 2. Sent. the Tunisians which were taken in the prizes to the h s a retto. and brought our men from the prizes relieved the officers on board them
by sending others in their stead - hlr Smith, Geddes, & LeCraft Mid? joined
the Ship 18 Men unfit for duty [Mrs. C. E. For original, NDA photostat.]
Extract from journal of Surgeon Jonathan Cowdery, U. 6. Navy, 3 May 1805
[Tripoli] The Bashaw and suit went very early this morning to the great
Marabewt, of whom some particulars have been before mentioned. He was to
continue with the Bashaw during the contention with the Americans. He now
assured the Bashaw that the American frigates would be destroyed; and that
the gunpowder of the whole squadron u-ould be so damaged, that the Americans
would not be able to fire a gun. He agreed to attend the Bashaw, to keep the
balls and shells from hurting him. He receives large sums of money from the
Bashaw.
[LC. Rare Books, American Captives in Tripoli or Dr. Cowdery's Journal,
Boston, 1806.1
Extract from journal of William Eaton, U. 6. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies,
Friday, 3 May 1805
[Derne] Information that the enemy are advancing. Set myself to fortifying
our post.
[II. E. Huntington MAG.]
Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. S. Bavy, on board
U. S. Frigate President, Master Commandant George Cox, U. S. Navy, commanding,
Friday, 3, May 1805
[Malta] 5 [A. M.1 hoisted out all boats.
6 got underway and towed out of the Harbour.
11 Sent the black cutter and pinnace in after the Kedge and Hawser.
Noon Valette lighthouse bore W S W. 4 miles
Latitude Observed 36O N.
[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from Frederick Degen, U. S. Navy Agent,
Naples
COPY
NAPLES
4% May 1806.
SIR!I have the honor to acknowledge your esseemed favors of the 12th & 13tP,
and have in their answr to inform you that Gun powder is not allowed to be exported from this Country without permission of the Goverment; therefore I made
i t a point to call immediately upon the Minister of War General Forteguerri, who
after having proposed your demand to the King, received Orders to ac uaint you
that His Sicilian Majesty cannot a t present diminish the quantity of Bowder in
his kingdoms, which communication I received yesterday in an official Letter
dated the 1.1 Inst.
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It is probable that owing to the Criticle Situation of this Country I could not
succeed in this instance to execute your Orders, but I can confirm to you that i t
is the wish of this Goverment to assist this Squadron under your Command on
every occasion provided it lays in its power. I am extremely glad t o find your health reestablished and should be happy to see
you during the summer a t Naples, which might perhaps be usefull for your future
operations in these parts.
[NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 2, 1805.1
14 May 18051
To Secretary of the Navy from Purser Nathan Baker, U. S. Navy
SIB Permit me to lay before you the enclosed Receipt for the payment of my
passage from Cadis to New York
Conceiving it proper that I should state
the cause which prevented me from availing myself of a passage in the Frigate
John Adams or Brig Scourge, i t is as follows Vizt When the three Frigates, viz - the President Constellation & Congress arrived
a t Malta late in August, the Siren was off Tripoli
which station she left about
the l a + Sepr with three Gun Boats a stern for Syracuse, in the mean time those
Frigates had proceeded off Tripoli - where I suppose Mr Harris who was on board
one of them expected to join the Siren - After our arrival a t Syracuse, we lay
having taken on board Provisions for Sixty days there untill the 28 Septr
We then sailed for Malta. - On the 8*b or St@of October the Constellation
arrived with Mr H a m s on board, who joind the Siren I think the 10th - &z on the
12% commenced to act in my stead, on this same day we saild from Malta for
Gibralter of course I was under the necessity of continuing in the Siren - as it
was utterly impossible to adjust the accounts of the Brig, & make the necessary
transfer to my successor Mr Harris, in the course of two days - After the Siren
left Malta I had no oppertunity of procuring a passage in either the John Adams
or Scourge Washington 4 May 1805
[NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 2, 1805.1

-

-

-

Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. 6. Navy, on board
U.6. Frigate President. Master Commandant George Cox, U. S. Navy, commanding,
Saturday, 4 May 1805
3 [P.M.] The Boats returned hoisted them in and made sail
Latitude Observed 34'32' N
[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]
Extract from journal of Fdidshipman Charles Moms, Jr., U. S. Navy, on board
U. S. Frigate President, Master Commandant George Cox, U.S. Navy, commanding,
Monday, 6 May 1805
3%[P. M.] Shortened sail and Spoke the U. S. Frigate Constitution. Capt Cox
went on board.
5 The Town of Tripoli bore S '/z W. 3 leagues
7% Capt Cox returned.
[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]
Extract from journal of William Eaton, U. 6. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies,
Wednesday, 8 May 1805
[Derne] These five days have been employed in putting our selves in &s good
a state of defence as the means we possess will admit. - The enemy have advanced by a circuitous rout and planted their camp on the ground we occupied
the 25. and 26. ult. The inhabitants of the town in a atate of consternation. It seems yet a matter of uncertainty with them which is the strongest party, a
defeat to Hamet Bashaw would be slaughter to his adherents. - Apprehending a
counter revolution through the intrigue of Mustapha Bey, the late Governor, I
again demanded him of his host, threatning to cannonade his department.
He
aaid he would submit to the chastisement of God; but would not consent to violate
his ordinances.
[H. E. Huntington LBAG.]

-
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Extract from journal of Herekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Bavy, U. 6. Brig Vixen,
Master Commandant John Smith, U. 6. Navy, commanding, Wednesday, 8 May
1805
[Syracuse] Pleasant weather. At 10 o'clock unmoored, and a t half past 2
got under way and sailed round in the harbour to exercise the people. At 6
o'clock came to anchor near the Constellation.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, Malta, from George Davis, U. 6. Charge
d'bffaires, Tnnie
TUNISMay 9tP 1806
Nq 9
SIR I have the honor to inform you that as complaint was made to his Excellency the Bey on the 4th Iust of the Capture of a Tunisien Xebec between Jerbes
& Sphax by a U. States Brig of War - you will have the goodness to give me
whatever information you possess on the Subject in order that a Justification
may be offer,d to the Bey I have also the honor to enclose for Your information; a copy of a letter addressed to Coll b a r , and to which I beg your early Attention - aa it Contains
all that I could have detailed t o you ina-Seperat&Communication,
A true Copy
Esq
By order of S. BARRON
ROBERTDENIBON,Secr?
[LC. JRP, Vol. 1, Series Two, Feb. 1775-May 1805.1
To Tobias Lear, U. 6. Consul General, Algiers, (at Ilbalta), from George Davis,
U. 6. Charge d'hffaires, Tunis
Np 27 (Copy)
TUNISMay 9'4 1806
SIR Since my last respects under date of the 13tb April, we have had several
Couriers from Tripoli, but which brought me no letters except a few lines from
Mr Nissen of the 124 Ult: and which refers me to other communications, not yet
All combine in the opinion that the Bashaw, would accede to
come to hand
a Peace on very favourable terms; and which opinion is wholly confirmed, by the
measures, which this Gov%have taken, and to which, I beg your prompt, and
early attention On the 24 Inst: recl a message from the Sapatapa, through the Commercial
Agent, requesting my presence a t the Palace; he informed me that the Sapatapa
had talked with him much about the actual position of Tripoli; and that the
object of my visit was to devise some means of aranging our existing difficulties,
with that Regency - on the 34 gave me a private audience - when he stated
that his Master, had resolved to interest himself in the immediate accomodation
of our Affairs with the Bashaw Jussuph; that in doing which he pledged himself
that on whatever terms we might a reel they should be immediately accepted,
by the Bashaw, Bon'gre, MaEgre pu' fl en ait - That altho his master had long
since determined not to meddle in any way with our affairs there; he now found
himself compel1,d to do it, ss the only means of securing the Peace existing between us - (& whispered that for this service he the Sapatapa expected a very
handsome Regalia) two hours were spent in discussing the advantages accruing
to either party &* &Q &F (in which continual references'were made to the Sums
offered last year for Peace & Ransom) and which was thus concluded Altho I have no power to interfere directly or indirectly with the Affairs
of Tripoli in relation to a peace, that being the particular commission of the
Consul General for Algiers, still the friendly interference of the Bey, is such as
merits the thanks of my Govt: and the early attention of the proper character
to whom such matters should be referred - that I was satisfied, we would conclude the Peace tomorrow on just and honorable terms, (and the friendship of the
Sapatspa & Bey duly recompensed) to wit, the mutual exchange of Prisoners,
with a Consular Regalia - but that we certainly at this moment, would not acquiesce to any annuity; or any Sum for the purchase 04 the Prisoners - he
requested me to reflect three days on the subject; a t the expiration of which time
I a w n presented myself - our conversation was renewed as before; when the
Sapatspa, informed me his Master, would not accede to the terms suggested by
me; and which he could not suppose, had ever entered into the minds of the
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Comodore or yourself, unless you participated in the extravagant idea of annihibF111g the Govt:, and to which, if there was a shadow of probability; he should
feel himself bound, (not only from personal safety) but by every law civil or divine,
to oppose with force of Arms
he added that his Master would send a Courier
express to Tripoli, and an answer might be expected in twenty days
that as
I did not feel myself authorised, to enter any farther into the Negotiation; an
express should be sent t o the Comodore & yourself, to learn your intentions
relative to the conclusion of the Peace, and to what terms, you would acquiesce,
or what would be more agreable inviting you here, to discuss with greater freedom,
the subject in question - he added that we might be assured the terms should
be more honourable & advantageous than if effected a t Tripoli
The actual situation of the Enemy is too well known to admiz of any detail on
my part
and it is accorded, that the only incitives to "friendly actiomr", with
these States, are Interest and Fear - but still we should remember, that it hss
been considered by many able Generals, as soundest policy, to seek Peace, a t the
moment when complete success, would attend their Arms; rather than risk the
Chances of War, which might materially effect if nob wholly change the posture
of affairs the Bashaw is reduced to the last extremity
but much of the evil
let us accord to our Campaign, all the success,
is certainly in anticipation
which human force equal to ours, aided by every circumstance, that can give
weight to the enterprize may effect; the blow once given, half the evil is removed Fear may be changed into ferocious despair - or a forced Insolefice arising from
fallacious hopes may be the result; and co~itinueso until1 another year shall
present the same Scourge My opinion relative to the Beye interference, has already been expressed, in
my correspondence with the Depart: of State uader date Sept: 26tP 1804,and of
which I had the honor to forward you a copy
i t only rests for me to sollieit an
immediate answer by an express
or if the proposition should meet your full
app~obation,your early presetce; where such a reception shall be given you; ss
unfeigned regard for your private character, and highest respect for your public
situation can offer
[Mrs. James S. Barron Col.]

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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To Secretary of the navy from Lieutenant Peter 8. Ogilvie, U. 8. Bevy
NEW YORKMay 9 t b 1806
SIR As Mr Mitchell has not yet joined N? 7, I have, with the approbation of
C a p t ~Shaw appointed Midshipman Brooks as my second Officer, he being the
most experienced of the Mids? on board the Jn9 Adams & having the character
of a steady clever young man I have to inform you of an alteration I have made in No 7, which, from the
necessity of the case, & the short time I had to do it in, together with the opinions
of Captains Shaw & Chauncey & the Navy Agent respecting its utility, I hope
will justify my making i t before I consulted you on the subject - The alteration
is this -a few days since on my making a trial of the aailing of the Gun Boat, I
found that in consequence of the Mast being placed in the centre of the Vessel
the sails had not their desired effect, & the Rudder almost useless she carried
her helm hard up, with the main sheet eased off so much as to render the Mainsail of little effect in giving her head way; & in the next place she would not veer
a t all
I have therefore moved the Msst about 9% feet farther forward, & given it a
rake of 4 feet -the expences are trifling, as a new boom & altering the Foresail &
Mainsail are all that is material I hope Sir you will approve of what I have done, as I considered i t necessary to
the safety of the Vessel, as she would have been unmanageable in a heavy Sea
[NDA. Officers LB, 18021805.1

-

-

-

Rxtract from jotltnal of U. S. Frigate Consfifuffon,Captain John Bodgers, U. S. Navy,
commanding, Thursday, 9 Mag 1806
[OffTripoli since 25 April 1805.1 At 10 [A. M.] Discoverd 18 Gun boats under
Way in the harbour of Tripoli
Latitude Observed 33'4
N.

[USNA.]
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Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. 6. Ravy, U. S. Brig VLrm,
Master Commandant John Smith, U. S. Bavy, commanding, Thursday, 9 Yay
1805

[Syracuse] Received from Mr. Dyson 108 lbs mutton and 24 lbs Beef, snd
13 casks bread from U. S. Frigate Essex. The Essez came in and came to anchor
a t half past 9 o'clock A. M.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
To Secretary of the Navy from James Mackenzie and A. Glennie, London, England
LONDON
l O t b May 1806
SIR We had the pleasure of addressing you on the 3* Instt, since which we
have none of your esteemed favours, nor any remittance on account of the Navy
Department of the United States We have now to advise you that Comodore Samuel Barron has drawn upon ua
from Malta in Twelve bills of £500 each dated 7 March last a t 30 dayslsight is
66000 St* some of which have appeared and been duly honoured, the whole will
probably come in to day
These bills in addition to what we have previously advised you increace the
Debit side of our account with the Navy Departmt of the United States
to the sum o f - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - £21255.10.4
And the Credit side amounts to
3132.- ----------------------,--

Sterling

f18123.10.4

which brings us under an advance of above Eighteen thousand pounds the whole
of which we must pay in thirty three days from this date and by advises from
Comodore Barron we may daily expect to be drawn upon from the Adriatic for a
considerable amount in addition to the above
We did not contemplate so heavy an Advance as this, and we are perfectly
convinced that it never was your intention that we should be in advance a t all
or at most not more thao E4000 or £ 5000 -which is no object to us, we therefore
must impute the present to your want of regular advices -from the Squadron of
their necessary demands on us, which however the Comodore should be particular
in giving you, whenever he can foresee he wants funds. The Agents of the British Government never accept bills or pay money without
funds in hand
[NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 2, 1805.1
Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Constitution, Captain John Rodgers, U. 8. Navy,
commanding, Friday, 10 May 1805
[Off Tripoli] At 6 [P. M.] the town of Tripoli bore S S E Distance 6 miles
Made sail in chace a t 11 fired a
At j/a past 8 discoverd a sail to the East+
gun Brought too a Ketch from Tripoli tookfifty one turks out of hir and sent
Lt Allen Mr Coale Midshn and 12 Seamen On board of hir
[USNA.]
Extract from journal of Eezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. 8. Bavy, U. S. Brig Vixen,
Master Commandant John Smith, U. 8. Navy, commanding, Friday, 10 May 1806
All hands employed preparing for sea. At 3 o'clock P. M. the Constellation got
underway bound for Malta. I went on shore and brought off 50 pair show. At
half past 8 o'clock we got underway for Malta.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from Master Commandant ThornRobinson, Jr., U. 8. Navy
VENICEMay 11. 1806
SIE,The Enterprize is ready for Sea & 8s soon 8s I see clear of this Port two
Barks I have purchased by order of Cap. Barron I shall follow them to Ancona. After the difficulties Cap B[arron]. met a t Trieste there was a good deal of noise
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made here out of Doors yet matters were 60 aranged between the Commodore &
me that the bustle went no further, but I thought it prudent not t o proceede to
fitting out & therefore judged it prudent to send these Vessels to Ancona &there
pick them np. - I am astonish'd that when Cap. B. was unsuccessfulI a t Trieste
he did not think of Ancona, its a Papal Port & natural Enemies to all Turks. I
shall feel their pulse & if favorable shall consider it my duty to execute Cap. B?
part (ss aranged between him & I) of your Orders to him, a Coppy of Which I
have - therefore you may calculate to a certainty on two Boats that will carry
2 twenty fours, $ more if my exertions can obtain them in t i e for your opperations
I am well aprised of the difficulties you'll labour under in wanting Gun
Boats & this will stimulate me to grest exertions Rest asured that I will be with you in good time for Tripoli or any other attack
you may judge proper - these Boats will carry besides Guns an emence quantity
of Stores - they are 80 Tons burthen Sail well & draw but 5 feet Water in fact
they are the very dandy
[LC. JRP, Vol. 1, March 1791-Dec. 1814.1

-

To Secretary of the Navy from Eidshipman John D. Henley, 0.S. Navy
GUNBOATN P4 Hamptm Roads May 1 1 t h 1806
SIR. I have the honour to inform you, that three days ago we dropt down to
Hampton Roads, and are ready to proceed t o Sea, with the fist fair Wind. Since
Mr Fox's arrival in Norfolk, I have had close Hatches made, which he informed
me, he was authorised to do. I have also had a new Bowsprit made.
Be m u r e d Sir, that no exertions shall be left untried to join the Squadron in
the Mediterranean as soon as possible.
[NDA. MLc. LB, Vol. 2, 1805.1

Extract from journal of U. 6. Frigate Constitulion, Captain John Bodgera, U. 6. Navy,
commanding, Saturday, 11 Hay 1806
[Off Tripoli] At % past 2 [P. M.] Sent the crew of the Ketch on board & our
officers and men returned they made sail and stood to the Esstw? At 5 fresh
breezes and hazey took 2 reefs in the top sails. spoke the President
At 9 C a p t ~Cox came on board
Latitude Observed 33' 11' N.
[USNA.]
Extract from journal of Eidshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. S. B ~ Q , on board
U.S.Frigate Presided l a s t e r Commandant George Cox, U.S. Navy, commanding,
Saturday, 11 May 1805
3 [P. M.] the Town of Tripoli bore S W by W 7 or 8 leagues
4 Saw a Sail in company with the Constitution bearing N. N . W. made sail.
5% Spoke the Constilution Capt Rodgers, who informed us that the strange sail
was a Tunisian Cruiser from Tripoli.
8 [A. M.] Capt. Cox went on board the Constitution
Latitude Observed 33'11' N.
Longitude Observed 13'22' E.
[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]
Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Navy, U. S. Brig Vixm,
Haater Commandant John Smith, U. 6. Navy, commanding, Saturday, 11 Hay
1805

This day we had a fine breeze. Arrived a t Malta and came to anchor a t 3
o'clock P. M. Found there the Frigate Corntellation. Quarantined for 10 hours.
[L. F. Middlebrook. KDA copy.]

Extract from journal of William Eaton, U. S. Navy Agent for the Barbary Begenciea,
Sunday, 12 May 1805
{Derne] The enemy have been these four days endeavouring to corrupt and
bring over the people of the town.The late Governor acting from his sanctuary
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must be considered as an active enemy, entitled to no privileges of hospitality The Shiek remained immovable in his resolution not to give him up. I resolved
to try an experiment of com lling him; accordingly marched into the quarter
near him a t the head of fifty Gristians with bayonets, andfdeclared my intention
to wrest the Bey from his sanctuary. A general alarm spread through the department "The Christians no longer respect the customs of our fathers and our laws
of hospitality!" I urged that the Bey was an outlaw; - he had forfeited his title
to protection. He had in the first instance rejected terms of amity; - had in an
insolent manner challenged me to combat; had been beaten from his post; was still
in a conquered town; & was by all the laws of war my prisoner.
But if he sought
refuge under the banners of religion to deserve ita protection he should conform
himself to its injunctions and remain peaceable. - But he was actually carrying
on war against me even in his recluse - by doing which he had forfieted also the
lenity due to a prisoner. I would therefore have him dead or alive. - The
Shiek remained idexible. The department got
- in motion to defend their religion
and customs.
The Bashaw Hamet apprehensive of an insurrection, became deeply agitated.
He begged that I would suspend the execution of my attempt till tomorrow,
promising in the mean time to use his exertions to draw the Bey from the protection of the Shiek by gentle means. - I countermarched. - This night the
Shiek aided the Bey to escape to the enemy's camp with fifteen or sixteen Turks
in his train. [H. E. Huntington LBtAG.1

-

Extract from journal of Heaekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Navy, U. S. Brig V i m
Master Commandant John Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding, Sunday, 12 May
1805
Malta Harbour. This morning received product [pratique]
Arrived the U. S. F. Essex. She was quarantined.
In the afternoon I went on shore to walk.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
---

-

To Captain Samuel Barron, U.S. Navy, from Master Commandant Charles Stewart,
U. S. Navy
U. S. BRIGSerin [Siren] GIBRALTAR
BAY
duplicate
May 1 3 t h 1806
SIR I had the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the 6tP March on
the lmt U l t ~
since when nothing of importance has transpired in this Quarter
I
was at Tangier a few days past, but M? Simpson remains of the opinion that this
station ought not be left without one or more Vessels of war of the United States,
altho' no appearance of hostility on the part of the Emperor has manifested itself
The Emperor's Frigate & Brig still remain a t Lisbon and have made no movements whatever; the other Vessels of the Emperor are laid up in the different
Ports - I cannot but lament the inactive situation a continuance on this station
places us in while there remains anything to be done off Tripoli; however I trust
we shall yet receive your orders in time to join the Squadron for effective service
against the Enemy
Yesterday arrived the Ship Cetes from Baltimore with
Provisions and stores for the Squadron and as another will shortly follow her I
have advised her being forwarded to Malta without delay Accounts from Algiers state that the Dey has been assaulted in his Palace and
received Fourteen different wounds with poignards of which he is since dead Admiral Nelson left this a few days past in pursuit of the Toulon fleet which
passed the Streights about a Month since and was joined off Cadis by Several
Sail of the line - 6 of which were Spanish bound to America - All the papers I
possess are enclosed but no doubt you will receive much later information from
the Packages which the Store Ship brings
P. S.. Arrived here this Morning three Sail of the line and a number of TransPorts wlth 6000 troops on board, said to be destined for Italy [LC. JRP, Let. & Doc., Ac. 3647, 1799-1848.1

-
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To Secretary of the Bavy from Master Commandant John Shew, U. S. navy
U S FRIGATEJohn Adam8
Sandy Hook May 15'4 1806
SIR These few days back I have been anxiously waiting a wind to proceed to
Sea with & aa I am now favored with a westerly Breeze & the Gun Boats under
my lee I hope in a few Hours to clear the land
Midshipman Hannah with 9 Men I have been compelled to place in the Hospital a t Staten Island they are all very bad cases of the pluricj- & it was the desided
opinion of the Surgeons that they must all die if I proceeded with them to sea.
I find the Gun Boats sail very well in coming down. I am of opinion they will
subject me to very little detention, I have supplied them with the Necessary
crews which they wanted from my ship & I hope to arrive at Gibralter in 35 days
st furthest
I Transfer the bluster roll quarter Bill and watch List of my Crew and a t all
opportunities I shall communicate the state of my ship to the Navy Office with
the movement of our enemy abroad
[XDA. MC LB, 1804-5.1
To Master Commandant Isaac Hull,lJ. S. Bavy, from William Eaton, U. 8. Navy
Agent for the Barbary Regencies
FORTENTERPRIZE
l g t h M a y 1806 DERNE
SIR, The Enemys Camp advanced yesterday, today we expect them on the
rear of the Town - They seem determined to try the issue of a Battle, a display
of more force on shore mould be useful to us, in order to intimidate the Arabs,
who will be sure generally to attach themselves to the strongest, side
if it can
possibly be done, I wish you would Iet our plan of a debarkation and a parade
have effect this day, send all the Marines and as many of the People as can be
spared to the Number at least one hundred, if the Schooner can come near it will
We want. Musquet Powder, Musquet Balls, Flints and
favor our Measures.
The Cask sent off was
Cartridge Paper, We are destitute of Spirits and Wine.
something more than two thirds gone, either by leakage or by theft.
Make an Exertion I pray you to send off the Parade,requested they shall return
a t your motion, let me repeat they will be incalculably servicable. Jesup Ghi Riit
[or' Jusuff Gheriat
Ergeb il Sirah
Ergil il Lizeh
Fornee Isgeribe
Tenus is Gerbe
Ih. hag. Cm eifa
Th hag bssgirfa
Ibraim ben Assin
Ibraim bin Hail
Haviede il Gibreni
Havedi il Gilrini
Misbid abd il Danie
Mesgud abd il Daim]
The above names comprise all the Hostages on board, except the old Cheik with
equivocal Eyes, who is to be held, the rest I request you will permit to be sent on
shore. The Enemy are shamefully flogged, we have collected twenty of their heads
besides those you killed, which are said to be an equal if not a greater number,
the Doctor remains till the return of the Boat to dress a few wounded among the
Bashaws People, who has behaved well.
I hope the Weather will permit an interview tomorrow morning.
[NDA. Isaac Hull LB, 1803-1806.1

-

-

-

-

-

-

Extract from journal of William Eaton, U. 8. Wsvy Agent for the Barbruy Regencies,
Monday, 15 May 1805
See my dispatch of 15. to Commodore Barron.
(Derne] It is worthy of remark that the same Shiek of Mesreat, who had given
refuge to and aided the escape of Mustapha Bey fought him the next day, and
brought sll his people into the engagement against the enemy in favor of Hamet
Beshaw. After the battle was gained he presented himself a t the Bashaw'a palace,
kissed his hand, and, seating himeelf before him ss a subject in manner of the east,
reproached him in these manly and expressive terms. "I have this day given you, I t m t , an unequivocal demonstration of my
personal attachment and fidelity.
I ought to say to you that you have not
merited it.
You would have yielded to the instances of the C h t i a n Gemrd
in violating the hospitality of my house, and of degrading the honor of my name.

-

-

-
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You should have recollected, that, not quite two years ago, you were ssved in
this same asylum, and secured in your escape by the same hospitality, from the
ven eance of this very m e Bey. - Had the fortune of this day gone against
y o u l should have suppressed thesesentimentsof reproach: asit is I haveacquitted
myself to my God and my conscience."
He then renewed his oath of allegiance t o the Bashaw.
[H. E. Huntington L&AG, E A 206.1
T o William Higgine, 0.6. Navy Agent, Malta, from Secretary of the Navy
NAVD E P 14
~ May 1806
The Provision Ship Huntress Captain John Sthaon having on board Stores and
provisions for the use of our Squadron in the mediterranean agreeably t o invoice
and bill of lading which will be transmitted to you by cap^ Thomss Tingey hae
been Ordered to proceed immediately to Malta and take your &rections as to the
disposition of her Cargo - Your knowledge of the Situation of the Squadron &
your correspondence with the Commodore, will enable you to determine whether
it will be most adviseable to land the Cargo or a part of it a t Malta or t o send the
Whole to Syracuse or lanaing a part a t m d t a to proceed with the residue to
Sq~aouse- and you will act accordingly
You will perceive by the bill of l d i n g that about ?i
of the freight amounting
to $2000 is to be paid a t the port of her last delivery - I n case she ehould
deliver the whole of her Cargo a t malta pou will pay the amount of Freight
expressed in the BiU of Lading by drawing a Bill or Bills on either Mesas Ja? MFKenzie & A. Glennie London, Mesas Degen Purviance & CQLeghorn or Frederick
Degen Esq Naples Draw upon whichever place exchange may be the most favorable, and give me a particular account of each draft I enclose letters to JBQ MqKenzie & A Glennie London, Mess.. Degen Purviance
& CQLeghorn & Frederick Degen Esq Naples. One of which you will forward
(the one addressed t o the place upon which you may draw the Other two destroy Should you have occasion to forward neither destroy the Whole [Similar letter sent to George Dyson, Syracuse.]
fNDA. GLB, Vol. 7, 1803-1805.1
To Secretary of the Navy from Lieutenant Seth Cartee, U. 6. Navy
GUNBOATNQ 10, May 14,1805
RON.SIB Permit me to state t o you my present situation and the cause of my
detention. Finding that the bowsprit first made for this vessel wss too short,
I was compelled to have a new one made, which is but just fitted in, and we are
now ready for sea, and under weigh beating out. The men which Lieut. Henley
shipped for me as able seamen were sent on board the 10% of this month ten in
number, all but three of whom have declared to me that they shipped ss ordinary
seamen anc are unable to do the duty of seamen, and but two can take the helm.
M y Bostswnin who wss shipped by Mr Henley is no seaman, and is not capable
of taking char e of the deck a t any time, but notwithstsnding I anticipate a aafe
arrival in the hediterranean.
D. Bedinger, Esqr. will inform you more particularly concerning the bowsprit
and gib, and my misfortunes since I arrived in Norfolk. I am obliged to go to
sea with many of my sweaps rough and unfinished, but I regret most the want
of a good Boatswain, which time will not permit me to obtain.
I am, sir, your obt. humble servt.

[NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 3,1805.]

SETH CABWE

[14 May 18051
To Pedro Porrd, empowered to act as U. S. Navy Agent, Algeciras, from Master
Commandant Charles Stewart, U. 6.Navy
COPY
SIRYou are hereby directed and empower'd to act ss Navy Agent for the
Un~tedStates a t the Port of Algesiras - You will therefore on ev'ry occasion
Ileflder Such Service ss the Commandem of the Veaeels of War and others of the
Umted States may require of you and in such manner as I trust d p v e general
Satiafection

-
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This authority will be in force untill the pleasure of the Commander in Chief of
the Squadron in the Mediterranean is known Done onboard the United States Brig of War Spin on the fourteenth day of
May and in the Year One thousand, Eight hundred and Five
[LC. JRP, Vol. 1, March 1791-Dec. 1814.1
Extract from journal of Surgeon Jonathan Cowdery, U. S. Navy, 14 May 1805
[Tripoli] I received a note from capt. Bainbridge, stating the inconvenience
which the officers laboured under by being in close confinement and by breathing
unwholsome air. I spoke to the Bashaw on the subject, and humbly solicited
that our officers might be removed to the American house. The Bashaw replied,
that the war between him and my country at first was about money; but now i t
was whether him or his brother should be the Bashaw; and that the Americans
had bound themselves to his brother in such a manner that it was not in their
power to make peace with him. But that his brother and the Americans were
determined to take Tripoli and take off his head. He swore by the prophet of
Mecca, that if the Americans brought his brother against him, he would burn to
death all the American prisoners except me; that my life should be spared, because
I saved the life of his child when very sick. He went off in a great passion, and
mounted his horse. His nlamelukes and guard, to the number of about forty,
attended him, and they took a ride to his country palace. They returned about
sun set, and the minister of exteriour relations and the Bashaw were in private
confereace.
[LC. Rare Books, American Captives in Tripoli or Dr. Cowdery's Journal,
Boston, 1806.1
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from William Eaton, U. S. Navy Agent for
the Barbary Regencies
DERNE,KINGDOM
OF TRIPOLI,
May 15t4 1806
SIR Since my dispatches of 29th ult. and 1 s t instant we have been occupied
with the movements of the Enemy's troops; who, contrsry to my expectations,
advanced and gave us battle on the 1 3 t h The preceding night the late Bey of
Derne, whom, I found inaccessible in his sacred asylum, escaped to their camp;
and, having gained very correct information of our number of christians, & carrying with him the confidence of assurance, that the inhabitants of the place would
abandon Hamet Bashaw on the approach of Joseph's forces, gave hope and
motion to the latter. About five in the morning they shewed themselves on the
high grounds in our rear; displayed five standards; reconnoitred us a while, and
moved down in a body, and attacked a detachment of about one hundred of
Hamets Cavalry, who were posted in ehe rout about a mile from the town. These,
though they disputed the ground very bravely, were obliged to give way to
superiority of numbers. The enemy pursued iiito the city, under a steady fire
from the Argus, and Nautilus, and the guns from our battery and field peices, and
proceeded through an irregular fire of small arms from ambuscades quite to the
Bashaws Palace. Here they met a warm reception from the musketry of the
people who were near him, and of the inhabitants who fired from their blind walls
of their houses; but they seemed resolute to get possession of the Bashaw. The
weakness of our post would not justify a sortie to his relief: and, apprehending
from the scattered, and relaxed fire of the musketry, that the day was lost to us,
I turned our guns upon the town. Very fortunately a shot from one of our nine
pounders killed two of the enemy from their horses in the court yard of the
Palace. They instantly sounded a retreat, and abandoning the town a t all
quarters, were every where pursued by hamets cavalry untill they were chased
under the shot of the vessells, which galled them sorely in their flight. A little
before three p. m. every thing in the city was reduced to tranquility, and the
enemy were seen only from their heights. I am happy that this occurrence
enables nle to correct an opinion I had formed from the affair of the 27th ult.
that the Bashaws people calculated too much on saving themselves: They certainly left the burthen of that day entirely to us, with which I could not
forbear reproaching their cheif; in this engagement they exhibited intrepidity
and good conduct - By an Italian slave who escaped the enemy the succeeding
evening, and by deserters who have come in from them since, we have pretty
certain information that they lost twenty eight men killed, and fifty six wounded,
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eleven of whom are since dead. The Bashaw lost, twelve or fourteen, killed and
wounded. The enemy are wain appearing on the heights; and by what we can
learn are making arrangements for another assault. As a species of defence,
they are endeavoring to collect Camels to sec~iretheir front and flanks. These
travelling breastworks, it is presumed, may be worked both ways. and may,
perhaps, he rendered useful in the transportation of our Baggage to Bengaei.
So soon a s the issue of the next recontre is decided which will probably happen
within two or three days if a t all, the Schooner will go of[f] with dispatches.
May 16 Last evening two officers deserted to us from the enemy, Chieks from Cape
Mensurat, who assure us that the camp are in great discen[s]ion. The Beys,
stung with disappointment and shame, and their Tripolitan troops, are for
hazarding another attempt on Derne. The Brabs recruited on the march are
The number of Tripolitans is three hundred and fifty, well
opposed to it
of Arabs on horseback between two and three hundred, and about
mounted
three hundred bedouins, or desert Arabs, on foot. The horsemen only came into
action on the 13th In this permiscuous army are included two or three hundred
fugitives from this place who fought us on the 27. ult & who now pass for Tripolitans & Arabs
May 17
The Enemy have thrown up parapets of loose stone wall, with loop holes,
around their Camp, which is planted about three miles distant and seperated
from us by a chain of mountains, and are employed in plundering corn and forage
for their own, and the subsistance of their horses
By fugitives come in this
morning, we learn that the arabs obstinately refuse to advance again within
reach of our Cannon, or to suffer their Camels to be used as breastworks
The
Beys are embarrassed. They must make a desparate push, or a retrograde march.
Never were an enemy in so favorabIe a position to be attacked by a coup de main.
I can not prevail on the Bashaw's forces to attempt it: they never fight by night.
We are really too weak to force their Lines alone, and the state of the vessel doea
not admit of DebarkationsI t is enough to state these facts, n-ithout a comment,
to give you a sympathy in the pain we suffer under these mortifying circumstances. The Nautilw sails to night with this letter, and duplicates of my last.
I beg leave to refer you to Cap? Dent, whose intelligence, collected on the spot,
and whose correct judgment %-ill enable him t o supply, circumstantially, such
information of our actual position, and future prospects, as may not be gathered
from my communications.
f f e shall endeavour to hold this Post untiIl his return, which I request you
will permit, though I ought not to conceal my apprehensions that it will be very
difEcult many &ys without supplies: The enemy on our rear cut off, a t present,
all provisions which we might othervise draw from the country.
coffee and
N. B. Bread and rice are essential articles of subsistence to us
sugar necessary - some salt provisions and small rations - Amunition above
all things [Mrs. James S. Barron CoI.]

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

To Master Commandant Isaac Hull, U. 8. Navy, from William Eaton, U. S. Navy
Agent for the Barbary Regencies
FORTEKTERPRIZE
[DERNE]
15'b ,?.lay 1805
SIR, The article^ of Prize Goods sent off this morn* have been sold for Three
Hundred Thirty Three dollars 50/100 1have ordered payment to Hamet Bashaw,
if the others which remain on board C8n be sold as well, I think the total avails
will considerably exceed your calculations, and will be a great relief in our present
necessities - We are destitute of Meat and Cash, if it were possible to spare
one Barrel of Beef, and another of Pork for imediate consumption, m-e will
endeavour as soon as the Keather permitg to furnish fresh Provisions to the
Vessels, by the best information I can get from the Enemy fhey are in ft state of
great hesitation whether to risque another Battle - a fugxt~vejust arr~vedfrom
their Camp who says Twenty Seven of them are dead, and about fifty Six or
Sixty badly wounded, I place more faith in circmtances than in staFments, a
very favorable one is, that the Arabs who were N e d r a l before the actlon of the
1 4 q are coming over in great Numbers to the Bashaw, and the General confidence, the People of the City have in their own osition persuades me, that our
affairs
on a pretty strong footing - If theEnemy attack again, they rill
take care to do it when your Guns are out of annoying distance,
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Thank you for the shot, we were very much in want of them. - I know i t
is needless to suggest t o you the effect your Vicinity to us has, both on our Enemy
and friends - I can only hope the Weather will not force you to Sea, but should
i t so happen and the Enemy advance, we shall attempt a t least to resist them. This instant a Courier comes from the Enemy, stating that they are mak* arrangements to attack us tomorrow, and they are collecting Cammels to keep in
front and flank as a species of defence. - The Musquets of the Prize, and the
Locks for Musquets, =-ill be good articles on shore [NDA. Isaac Hull LB, 1803-1806.1

-

To George Davis, U. 6 . Charge d'dffaires, Tunis, from Tobias Lear, U. 6. Consul
General, Algiers
(COPY)
MALTAMag 16* 1806.SIR Since I had the honor of writing to you on the 24tP Ultimo, I have received
your letter of the 21.1 of April, in which you mention the report of Acmet Bashaw
having taken possession of Derne bs* This is very likely to be true; but as we
have no direct accounts from that quarter - - On the 27tP Ultimo arrived here a Xebeck of 8 Guns and 38 Men, with two
Neapoliton Vessels her prizes, all of which had been detained and sent here by
our Ships blockading Tripoli, as they were attempting to enter that port, and
persisted in their attempts, with a declaration that they would not be prevented
therefrom.
The Rais says his Vessel and Crew are Tunesians, and he produces the Consular
Passports of the several Consuls in Tunis for a Xebeck of 10 Guns & 50 Men
which bear date in March 1804, more than 14 Month? ago, without any note of
renewal on said Passports, and only the heads or Tops of the American, Meditteranian Passports accompanying your Consular pass ort - There are no heads
or tops accompanying the passports of the other 8onsuls and the Rais says he
has none of that description. He had also with him the Tunesian Consular
passports for a Cruizer of 18 Guns 8: 80 Men dated in .May 1803. From these suspicious circumstances & the Irregularity of h ~ papers
s
the Commodore is of opinion that his Vessel is one of the Tripolitan Cruizers which had
lately been in one of the Ports of Tunis, and had gone out -4th these irregular
papers in order to get into Tripoli; or to Cruize as a Tunesean Or if she is really
a Tunisian that she wished to get into Tripoli to give her passports &v* to some
one of their Cruizers there, where they might be furnished with the Tops or
Heads of the other Meditteranian Passports, excepting the American which they
had; and waiting an Opportunity to get out, might cruize as a Tunesian. - Upon
this ground alone there would have been good cause for detaining & examining
said Cruizer, had she been met a t sea; but, added to this, her attempts with her
two prizes to go into Tripoli in sight of our Ships, and when the rais acknowledged
that he well knew of the Blockade, puts beyond a doubt the line of Conduct which
our Commanders ought to pursue. Upon this Subject and its propable consequences, Commodore Barron and
myself have duly reflected; and this is the result; that allowing the Vessel to be a
Tunesian, she could not be permitted to enter Tripoli, even should war with
Tunis be the certain and immediate consequence of detaining her; but as a War
with that Power would be peculiarly unfortunate a t this moment on account of
the effect which it must have on our operations against Tripoli (altho' we should
not fear the issue of a war with Tunis) and knowing that it is the wish of our
Government to preserve peace with the Barbary Powers, now a t Peace with us,
if i t can be done without an improper sacrifice, We think it best to say to His
Excellency the Bey, that the repeated assurances which have been given him of
the impossibility of his Vessels being permitted to enter the Port of Tripoli, while
blockaded by us, ,gives reason to believe that this rais had acted contrary to his
orders or Wishes in making the attempt to enter that port, and he may be given
to understand, if this should be the case, that i t is possible the Vessels may be
again restored, especially if His Excellency the Bey should seem disposed to
prevent in future, so far as may lie in his power, a repitition of attempts on the part
of his Subjects to Violate the Blockade. But if, on the other hand, he should justify the attempt to enter Tripoli &
persist in his right of so doing, he must not expect a restoration of this, or any
other of his Vessels taken under like circumstances.
We wish, as I before observed, to avoid a rupture with Tunis, if i t can be done
on justifiable ground, and I think we have, given repeated proofs of this t o His

-
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Excellency the Bey; but we had better encounter the evil a t once, if he ia determined to drive us into it, than to permit a line of Conduct to be pursued by his
Subjecta which would effectually destroy the object of our Blockade - I n short
1 believe, if he is desirous of and determined upon going to war with us, he niU
not fail to make this a Plea; but if he does not wish to enter into it, he will be
satisfied with the reasonable, and indeed generous conduct we are willing to pursue
towards him. The irregularity of the Passports of this Rak in not Corresponding with the
Number of Guns or men mentioned therein - their old date, without any note
of having been since renewed - the want of the Tops or Testa of all meditteranian
passports, excepting the American and his having two setts of said passports,
are, as I observed before, causes of themselves sufficiently strong to warrant
detention, and may be used as a plea therefor, in addittion to the attempt to enter
a blockaded Port. - I n Algiers we uniformly give either a New Consular psssport, or renew the old one every Cruize and I presume the same Conduct is
observed by the Consuls in the other Regencies. The Testa or tops of the
Meditteranian passports of all Nations who give such passports, are indispensaLIP. I was informed that the Tunesian Consul a t this place sent an Express boat to
Tunis two days after these Vessels were brought in here, with letters from himself
& the rais; but I did not know of the circumstance 'till after she had sailed; or I
should have written to you on the occasion. I suppose their accounts must be
given with every exageration and with many addittions, and, as usual, declarations
of thefts and bad usage.
The %is declared to the Commodore & myself on
his arrival here, that he had been very well treated by the Frigate which took
him, and that his great Coat having been stolen by one of our Sailors, it m-ss restored to him on C a p t ~Rodgers being informed of it, and the Sailor severely
punished - At their own request they were put into the Lazaretto, and their
quaranteen expired yesterday. - Was it determined to keep the Vessels, a t
all events, they would be sent ovel to Tunis in the Constellation, but as it is possible
we may find it expedient to restore them, in the way beforementioned it is thought
best for the people to remain here to carry them over in that case Capt? Campbell will be so well enabled to detail to you every thing relating to
our affairs in this Quarter, that it is unneccessary for me to touch upon that Subject
a t present. The U. S. Brig V4i.m accompany's him to return immediately with
the result of this Business, and I am sure you will know so well our anxiety to
hear from you, that she will not be a moment unnecessarily delayed
Should this affair terminate so unfortunately as [to] oblige you to leave Tunis
I need not say how glad I shall be to see you here where you will find a room for
you in our quarters, which are very excellent. But 1 assure you I should be much
happier to meet you a t Tunis, than to see you here
I wrote to you
No opportunity having oBered of forwarding the %i&%hich
on the 24*4 ultimo, I end it a t this time. - Commodore Barron writes to you
fully on the Subject of these VesseLq, by which you will know hi Sentiments. [NA. SDA. Algiers, Vol. 7, Part 1, 1804-1805.1

-

[15 May 180511
To the Bashaw of Tripoli from the Dey of Algiers
[Translation1
Mustapha Bsshaw of Algiers writes to the Bashaw Yusuf of Tripoli, under date
of the 15th of the month Gummet, 1219, Arabian style. ['I
In the name of the one and only God The Bashaw of Algiers writes to the Baahaw of Tripoli: our American Consul
in Algiers will arrive and present himself to you for the purpose of discussing the
Peace; 1am sending him to you myself; you know that the Peace you made first
was effected through my mediation; therefore since the Peace first made has
ended, you are now going to discuss the Peace with this Consul Lear once more;
Please d~scussthe new Peace with him for my sake, because I shall not fail, for
my part, to satisfy all his demands, and I hope that you will do the same, for my
sake, since it is a matter of our being like faithful brothers, conforming to our
Ancient Word, which is known to none but the one God, so I pray that as soon as
the Consul presents himself to you, you will renew the Peace with him, and in
making such peace, make it not onlv with them, but also as though you were
making it with me, and I hope that o i his arrival you will regard him with an eye
of good will and great friendsbip, and deal with this matter as if it were something
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commanded by God, as it will be a blessing t o you, since the Consul Lear is a
mann of great erudition and knows how things go; hence I beg you not to let him
return without satisfying him in respect to all that I have asked, because i t is a
matter depending on you, as you do not need t o be told further.
P. S . We are persuaded that the Consul will not return to Algiers unless the
matter is concluded, so I have told the Consul to discuss the matter with you with
all moderation.
[Vnmslator's note: Qummd may be intended for the flfth month, known in modern Italian as
dumaW

[Stephen Deratur Col.1
To Secretary of State from John Gavino, U. S. Consul, Gibraltar
GIBRALTAR15th May 1805
SIR I had this honor of adressing you down t o 29th Ultq pr N Q6, & N Q7 under
l e t Inst since then Lord R'elsons Beet of 11 sail the Line, one frigate & some smaller
Vessels reach this Bay, but only taried a few hours, when proceeded to the Westward
I have now before me the honor of your favour 11'4 March Iast acceding to my
request for leave of absence for a few Months and for which am thankfull, but it
may now be some time before I avail myself thereof
Two days ago arrived admiral Night from England (who remains here ELS Port
admiral) with 3 sail the Line, some Gun Biiggs &ca and 6000 Troops under Command of Sir James Craig, among them there is some Csvaldry, on a secret Expedition in the Mediterranean, they n~i!l proceed this day or Tomorrow with ad! Sir
Richard Bickerton for their destination.
The Brig Siren Caps Stuart was lately here, & went yesterday for Tanger & a
Cruise
You have herewith a Dispatch from Consul Simpson of Tanger and I have
the honor to be with respect
The 2 Gun Briggs from England are to remain on this station
[NA. SDA. CL, Gibraltar, Vol. 3, 1805-1829.3

No 8

-

-

To Captain John Stinson, commabding the Provision Ship Hunims, from Eecretary
of the Navy
As soon as the Ship Huntress shall be ready to sail you will weigh anchor and
proceed direct t o Malta. On your arrival a t Malta you will wait on William
Higgins Esq navy agent at that place deliver to him the enclosed letter addressed
t o him and take his directions as t o the disposition of your Cargo
Should he direct you t o Proceed to Syracuse n-ith a part or the whole of your
cargo you will then weigh anchor and proceed immediately to that place and on
your arrival there wait on George Dyson Escl navy agent deliver t o him the
enclosed letter addressed to him and land your Cargo under his directions. Should
3.011 land the whole of your Cargo a t Malta you will in that case deliver to William
Higains Esq the letter addressed to Geo Dyson Esq as well as the oke addressed
t o Emself
I enclose passports from the President of the United States and the ministers
of Great Britain & France [See 18 May 18051
[NDA. GLB, Vol. 7, 1803-1805.1

-

To Secretary of the Navy from Xidshiprnan John D. Benley, U. S. Navy
GVN BOATNP4
Cape Henry May 15 1805
SIR I am soray to inform you that, we have been detained here sorrie days by
Easterly Winds. We are now under a-ay & expect ip a few hours to take our
departure from Cape Henry. I am happy to inform you that the change I have
made in our Jib makes a great alteration in NP 4 sailing. She now sails extremely
well on a wind, and very well by the wind.
[NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 3, 1805.1
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[16 Mag 18051
To James L. Cathcart, Washington, D. C., from Captain Edward h e b l e , U. S. Navy
Dr SIR Your letter dated Leghorn Decr 31. 1804 - came to hand but a few
days since I am somewhat mtonish'd that none of my letters reach'd you between
the dates of July 5'4 & 15 Decr as I wrote you several.
I congratulate you on your safe arrival with your family in the U S and can
assure you it w i l l a t any time afford me pleasure to have it in my power, to render
you acceptable services.
I regret that the Forces under Commodore Barron did not arrive in season to
close the war with Tripoly last year It icr however to be presumed that with the
six Frigates & other forces he will have this gear every thing -dbe
l done that can
be wished for the honor of our Country & humiliation of the Barbarians [LC. EPP, Vol. 14, 1804-1805.1
To Haster Commandant Isaac Hull, U. S. Navy, from William Eaton, U. S. Navy
Agent for the Barbary Regencies
[FORTENTERPRISE,
DERNE]
May 164 1805 SIR, The Enenly we are informed intend an attack tomorrow, on the rear of the
City, I doubt their resolution, but good reasons dictate to be ready to receive them,
their arab auxiliaries refuse to advance. of course we shall have only to contend
with something less than four hundred Tripolitan Cavalry, in case they advance,
and we route them we shall feel quite secure, either in our Post or advancing proper
reinforcements. I beg you will recollect to send us the flannel Cartridges, Rammer and Spunge
for a four Pounder and match Rope. [NDA. Isaac Hull LB, 1803-1806.1
Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus, Master Commandant Isaac
Hull, U. S. Navy, commanding, 16 May 1805
[Derne] Commences with fresh breazes from the KorthQ At single anchor the
h'aulilis standing off and on A t 2 hl?Eaton went on shore A number of the Enemy made their appearanc on the hill - fired a gun and hoisted a red flag a t the
fore the Nautiles in the offing - At sundown the launch came onboard bringing
an arab that Hamed Bashaa- supposed intended to go over to the Enemy breazes during the night kept a light burning for the Nautilea all
. Moderate
night A t 11 in the Evening heared the report of a number of Musqueta supposed that
the Enemy had made an attack fired a gun and made the Nautileses signel sent the
Launch on shore to the fort, to see what the fireing was - At $$ pas 12 launch
returned with inforniation that a Scouting- Party of Hamed Bashaw had raised a
fals alarm At daylight Nautiles in sight in the offing Sent the launch watering a t 10 she
returned with Mr Eaton was informed that one Hundred arabs Had Joined the
Bashaw
[NYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]
To Lieutenant Samuel Evans, U. S. Navy, from Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy
MALTA17 May 1806
SIR, With the U States Sloop (10 Guns] Hornet under your Command, you are
directed to proceed with all possible expedition to Derna and on falling in, with
the Argus Brig to deliver the accompan[y]ing Letters to Capt* Hull from whom
ou will receive directions respecting the Stores & provisions under your charge.
case any thing shered have intervented to prevent your meeting with the Argua
you will address yourself in all respects to Capt,* Dent of the Nautilus, and in the
event of both vessels having left the Coast, you will be governed by the tenor of
my instructions to C a p t ~Hull (of which a Copy is inclosed) & by your own discretion
I have directed M Higgens the Navy Agent to send on board the HOW to
your char e, the sum of two thousand Spanish Dollars in Silver for the service of
the unite8 States, which you will deliver to Capto Hull or Mr Eaton ae circumstances & convenience may point out -

%
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I recommend your being cautious in communications with the shore and not to
trust to any displays of Amity till you are well assured of their fidelity [NA Sen. 9 B - B 6, Pres. Message, Jan. 1806.1
To Master Commandant Isaac Bull, U. S. Navy, from William Eaton, U. S. Navy
Agent for the Barbary Regencies
FORTENTERPRIZE
[DERNE]l7* Mag 1806
Sir, My dispatches to the Commodore pass open to your hands for yours and
the inspection of Capt Dent - please to seal them. - The alarm today was
occasioned by the descent of some Arabs on foot from the Enemys Camp down the
ravine near the old Castle with a view of plunder, their number is stated to have
been two or three hundred, they retreated precipitately on meeting and receiving
the fire of a party of the Bashaws people stationed a t that post - a report is current, that had they succeeded, to draw the force of the Town to defence of their
flocks in the rear, the Enemys Cavalry would have entered by the route they
passed the 13th I think the display of the Bashaws forces on this occurrence, in
view of the Enemy may have a good effect. - Weak as we now are on shore, I
candidly confess, I wish they may be detered from attacking us until1 Capt Dents
return. [NDA. Isaac Hull LB, 1803-1806.1
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from Master Commandant Isaac Hull,
U. S. Navy
UNITEDSTATESBRIOArgus
Derne 17th M a y 1806
SIR, Enclosed are duplicates of my Letters to you by the Hornet under date of
the 29tP April, and the principal transactions from that date up to the present
time
nothing of consequence transpired from the date of her leaving this until
9 in the morning of the 13th when the Enemy made their appearance in great
Numbers on an eminence back of the Town with the Flags of four Beys flying and
appear'd determined to attack the Town - Hamet Bashaw having discovered
them, marched out about three hundred Men to meet them as they came down the
Hill. At % past 9 the parties met, and began a brisk fire, which lasted about
fifteen minutes - Hamet Bashaws Troops finding the Enemy too strong for them,
retreated into the Town, where they were pursued by an equal number of the
Enemys Horsemen, after gaining the Town the Bashaw was joined by the inhabitants, who fell upon the Enemy, and forced them to retreat, killing numbers of
them from loop holes in their Houses, and from the old Walls of the Gardens, as
they came out a t the Eastern part of the Town, the Argus, Nautilus and Battery
began a fire upon them, which killed and wounded several, and forced such as
were able to return, on to the side of the Hill, quite out of the reach of our Guns
At about 11 they gave the day up as lost, and began their march for the top of the
Hill, where they are yet encamped, threatning every day a second attack, but it is
to be hoped the severe manner in which they have been handled will prevent it,
a t all events we are prepared for them, the Enemy consists of about Seven hundred Horse men and three hundred foot, about four hundred of which are Tripolitans, the remainder Arabs, the latter we are informed refuse to join them, in a
second attack, their object being plunder, which they find harder to be come a t
than they expected.
It is unfortunate that circumstances oblige me to send off the Nautilus before
some other Vessel arrived to relieve her, but I hope when you are made acquainted
with our situation you will approve of the arrangement. As I did not determine to send her off until this Evening, prevents my writing
to you so fully as I could wish, consequently must beg leave to refer to Captain
Dent for the particulars of our situation on this coast & what our future prospects are. [NDA. Isaac Hull LB, 1803-1806.1

-

-

-

Extract from journal kept on board U. 8. Brig Argu~. Master Commandant 18-0
Hull, U. 8. Navy, commanding, 17 May 1806
Commences with pleasant weather At anchor off Dern in Company with the

Nautiku

-

-

At past 2 a party of the Enemies hors made their a pearance on the Hill
fked n gun and hoisted a red flag a t the fore - ~ a u n c gon shore watering At
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sundown moderate some of the Enemy in sight on the Hill - from Sundown to
day light Moderate breazes from South4 At day light sent the Launch on shore
watering - Hove up the anchor and droped off shore about one Cable length At 11 sent the launch to water the Nautiles - Mr Eaton came onboard [NYES. Naval History Sec., Argus.]
Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Navy, U. 8. Brig Vkm.
Master Commandant John Smith,0 . 6 . Navy, commanding, Friday, 17 May 1806
[Malta] At 5 o'clock P. M. weighed anchor and the wind ahead for Tunis where
we are bound. The Constellation went out before us.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
118 May 180.51
To all whom it may concern from President Thomas Jefferson
THOMAS
JEFFERSON,
President of the U:States of Arne*.
To all whom it may concern.
Know ye that the American Ship Huntress, whereof is Master John Stinson, a
Citizen of the United States, is bound from the River Potomac for Malta 8: Syracuse, with a Car o of Naval & Military Stores & provisions, for the use of the
Squadron of the bnited States now in the Mediterranean: WHEREFORE I request
ali whom i t may concern not to give or suffer to be given to her any hindrance or
molestation, but on the contrary to afford her every aid & facility she may need
in
rosec cut ion of her Vovaee.
.
.
. the
.
In f d t h whereof, I have h6re;nto set my hand and caused the Seal of the United
(L.S) S t a h to be hereunto affixed.
Done a t the City of Washington, the 18*b day of May A, D, 1805. and of
the Inde~endenceof the United States of America, the Twentv ninth.
TH: JEFFERSON.
By the President
Secsetary of State.
JAMESMADISON,
[NA. SDA. Dom. L., Vol. 14, May 1802-May 1805.1
To Captain Edward Preble, U. S. Navy, Boston, Mass., from Secretary of the Navy
NAVD E P 18
~ Mag 1806. I have ordered Lieutt M~Neillto take the command of the Bomb V e ~ ~the
el
Spitfire and Mr Lewis to take the Command of the Vengeance. Should there
be any ditFerence in the two, call the most complete one, the Spitfire. L, McNeill
is the Senior Officer, therefore ought
to have the best Vessel. The other call
the Vengeance.
These gentlemen will receive their Sailing orders by the same mail that will
convey this letter to you. They are ordered to join the Commodore, and will
be disposed of after they shall join him as he shall judge most expedient.
I beg that you will contribute every exertion in your power for the &patch
of these Vessels and let them not be detained. You can scarcely hear from me
again in answer to any letter you may write after receiving this before they will
sail-at least I hope so.
Send on ss so011 as may be in your power the drafts of the gun boats.
[NDA. OSW, Vol. 6, 1802-1805.1
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. 6. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy
NAVDEPT.18 May 1806.
I have this day received your dispatches dated 9 March last.
Before you receive this letter which will be handed to you by Lieutt MvNeill,
you will I hope have been joined by the John Adam, & gun boats N* d S 4
6 - 6 - 7 - 8 - 9 & 10 which will have relieved our apprehensions as to not
obtainin seasonably a com tent number of amall ?esaels.
re and Lieu%
Lieu* % p ~ e i l l c o m m a n E g the Bomb Vessel called the 8
Lewis Commanding the Bomb Vessel called the Vengeance,are o ered to report
themselves to you. They have been put on board of these Ve88eIs merely for

-
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the purpose of navigating them t o you. After they shall join you, you will
dispose of them as may appear to you the most judicious.
I informed you by my letter of the 16th u l t ~that Lieu$ Leonard had resigned.
This arose from misapprehension and he is &ill an officer in the Navy, though
too unwell to join you. By Ketch Spitfire Lieu+ M~NeillJune 1805.
[NDA. LB, 1799-1807.1
To Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General, Algiers, from Captain Samuel Barron, U. 6.
Navy
h l . 4 ~ ~ May
~
1805
( R e d 18 May 9 oclk PM. And May 19th d noon)
SIR The debilitated and declining state of my Health, consequent, on the long
and severe illness I have suffered, and from which notwithstanding the hopes
wherewith from day to day I have been flattered, there is now but a very faint
prospect of speedy Recovery, giving me serious apprehensions, that I shall be
under the painful necessaty of relinquishing the Command of the U States Navy
forces in these seas to the Officer next in seniority, I conceive it my duty in
contemplation of such a change t o acquaint you with the Actual state of the
Squadron and t o submit to your consideration my opinion on certain points of
importance in our affairs You are already apprized of the disappointment which was experienced in
the application to the Neapolitan Government for the Loan of Bombards and
Gunboats to cooperate in our meditated attack upon Tripoli, as also of the steps
which were taken to remedy this disappointment, by a similiar application a t
Venice the failure of which has Extinguished all hope of obtaining for this season
a t least, that description of force which I cannot but consider as essential to
ensure the complete success of offensive operations
The term of service
of the Men composing the Crews of that part of the Squadron lately commanded
by Commodore Preble will expire early in the Autumn. an important period in
our Arrangements and after this event we cannot prudently calculate upon
their services The recent Dispatches from Mr. Eaton have been communicated to you from their tenor and the knowledge, I have within a short time obtained of
certain features in the character of Sidi Hamet Bashaw, I must candidly own
that I have no longer the same expectations which I once entertained of the
result of the Cooperation with him This want of energy and Military talents his total deprivation of means and
resources the great Expence already incurred and the large sum which would
be required according to Mr Eatons Statement for pursuing the object-a Sum
far exceeding both the resources placed a t my disposal and the powers Vested
in me by my Instructions compel me to relinquish the plan, Indeed on mature
reflection I am of opinion, that if the Ex Bashaw, having received the first impulse from our strength and being put in possession of Dern, the province where
his interest is supposed to be the strongest has not in himself sufficient energy
address & Courage, and cannot command sufficient means to move on with firm
steps towards the Usurper's Residence whilst we second his operations by sea.
He must be considered as no longer a fit subject for our support and Cooperation-I am preparing to send provisions to the coast for the subsistance of the crews
of the Argus Brig & Nautilus Schooner which Remain there a t Mr Eaton's request, and by the Sloop Hornet that conveys them. I shaU send such Instructions to that Gentleman and the Officers with him as further reflexion. and the
nature of your determination on this Letter may dictate-whatever
may be
the final result of this Cooperation I cannot reject the beleif that it has had a
powerful effect upon the reigning Bashaw, and it may be fairly presumed, that
the gallant conduct of our friends in the &flaira t Dern, a.nd the capture of that
place will have its influence and dispose him to moderate his pretensions and t o
think seriously of PeaceThe complaining condition of some of the ships of our Squadron is not among
the least important considerations of the resent moment, three of the Frigates
are in such a state as in my opinion a n f in that of the Commanders renders
them unfit to encounter the severity of another Winter's Blockade without
considerable repairs.
These facts and considerations Sir for the due apj~reciationof which you are
fitted by your talents and the length and particular line of your experience seem
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to point out the present as auspicious beyond any former occasion, and indeed as
the very moment for attempting a Negotiation especially when we combine with
these Reflexions the certainty that our force respectable aa i t is is yet r t l y
exaggerated a t Tripoli, & Consider the effect which such a view of his nemy
added to the movements of his Brother, must have on the mind of Joussuf BashawStrongly
rsuaded that your conclusions upon these points have anticipated
my own, !?am induced to state to you my earnest wish that you may deem it
expedient to meet the Overture lately made by His Excellency. thro' the Spanish Consul so far as to found on it the Commencement of a Negotiation - I
cannot entirely suppress another motive which I confess weighs painfully on my
mind. I trust that I feel as becomes an American, and that I know what an
American ought to suffer when the Interests & honor of his Country call on his
fortitude, were I deficient in these respects or misled by unreflecting compassion,
I am well assured that Captain Bainbridge and his unfortunate comrades would
be first in deprecating this deficiency - But I &ow the Value of such a man
as Captain Bainbridge and of his Officers and I am persuaded that I speak the
language of our Country, when I declare that as they lost their liberty in its defence and its service no reasonable & honorable occasion should be neglected
which affords a prospect of releasing them from the bondage of a bigotted &
Unfeeling Tyrent - In communicating these sentiments, you Sir will do me
the justice to beleive that I discard every Idea of any real point of national Honor
or advantage being sacrificed to the attainment of their emancipation weighing
that Honor & advantage by the practice of powerful Nations but I must contend
that the liberty and perhaps the lives of so many valuable & estimable Americans
should the
ought not to be sacrificed to points of honor, taken in the abstract
event justify my hopes and expectations of your coincidence with me on this
interesting subject and you determine on going to Tripoli, Cap$ Barron commr
the ESSQ Frigate who is under sailing orders for the Blockade, will be instructed
to wait your arrangements & convey you thither
I beg leave to add my assurances that in case you determine on this step,
Sanguine as my expectations will be of the issue I shall not relax in the smallest
degree from hostile preparations, well aware that the best assistant which an able
Negotiator can have, is an energetic display of force & means a t the very time
as if Peace were despaired of
I entreat the favour of your early Reply
[NA. Senate Files. 10th Congress and Stephen Decatur Col.]

-

-

To Master Commandant Isaac Hull,U. S. Navy, from William Eaton, U. S. Navy
Agent for the Barbary Begencies
[DERNE]May 18tb 1805
I assumed the Debt of Ahmet for twenty Dollars, borrowed of Shiek Mahomet,
The Creditor has been to me this Morning for the Cash, did Ahmet send it aboard
the Argus.
Has Capt. Dent left Eighteen Dollars for me? I have promised payment this
Afternoon, but have not cash.-A deserter from the Enemy this morning states,
that last evening our Arabs, in the rear, fell upon a Caravan of Camels, laden'd
with Wheat & Barley and took Seventy One of them
[NDA. Captain's LB, Vol. 3, 1805.1
Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus, Master Commandant Isaac
Bull, U. S. Navy, commanding, 18 Hay 1805
[Derne] Commences with fresh breazes from the South$ and East - Mr
Eaton and Capt Dent onboard findeing the Enemy dare not attack us and our
provisions giting short I determined to send off thc Nautiles for Malta as soon
as possable for supplyes. Capt Dent went onboard to prepair for sailing - At
Sundown Moderate Launch on shore for water and wood - at 8 Launch came
off - At 10 sent her on shore for Mr Eatons despatches a t 1 AM she came off
sent them with my letters onboard the Nautiles - At 3 light winds from the
West4 Nautiles got underway for Malta At day light Nautiles out of sight
sent the Launch on shore to carry a barrel of Powder and to assist in building a
wharf At 12 moderate. Launch returned
[NYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]
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Extract from journal of William Eaton, U.6. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies,
Saturday, 18 May 1806
[Derne] 3 a. m. The Nautilus sailed with dispatches to Malta.
At 9 in the morning the enemy advanced in order of battle to the declivity of
the mountain, but could not bring themselves to a resolution to meet the vast
numbers who showed themselves with Hamet Bashaw; and retired in about an
hour: they had daily showed themselves since the 13th but not so conspicuously.
[H. E. Huntington L&AG.]
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. 6, Navy, from Tobias Lear, U. 6. Consul General,
Algiers
MALTA, May 19'4 1806.
SIE,I had the honor, last evening, to receive your letter of yesterday, on the
subject of opening a negociation with the Baahaw of Tripoli.
Most sincerely do I lament the long and severe illness which you have suffered,
and under the effects of which you still labour; and I am fully persuaded that no
consideration would lead you to relinquish the Command vested in you by the
Government of our Country, but a thorough conviction that your retaining it,
when unable to perform the duties inseperable from the station, would be injurious
to the Cause in which we are engaged; and I am also persuaded, that when such
conviction arises; all personal considerations will yield to your patriotism.
I have maturely considered the several points mentioned in your letter relative
to a negociation with the Bashaw of Tripoli; and upon a view of my Instructions
from the Government of the United States on that subject, I conceive it my duty
to endeavour to Open and bring to a happy issue, a negociation for peace, consistent
with the tenor of those Instructions, whenever the Commander of our Forces in
this Sea shall judge that the occasion is proper and favourable; as it is presumed
that the Bashaw will be impressed by the Aspect or Operations of that Force. And as this is, in your Opinion, a proper occasion, I shall hold myself in readiness
to proceed in a few days, on that business, with Captain Barron in the U. S.
Frigate Essex,which you are so good as to say will wait my arrangements.
I presume, as Captain Rodgers, who is your second in Command, and who will,
of course, take the Command of the Squadron if your health, as you apprehend,
ehould compel you to relinquish it, is now off Tripoli, and may be possessed of
some information relative to our affairs with that Regency, which has not yet
reached you, that he will be fully advised of the motives which have induced
this meesure, and instructed to give it all the facility which his judgment may
suggest.
Altho' I cannot, Sir, agree with you in Opinion, that any impression favourable
to us hae been made on the mind of the Bashaw from our co-operation with his
brother thus far, excepting what map arise from the undaunted Bravery and
perseverence of the few of our Countrymen a t Derne, which will be to him a
furfher proof of what we can do alone against him; Yet I am of opinion, that, as
he has discovered a disposition to Open a negociation, we should embrace it, in
order to see if such terms can be made as are admissable on our part, and to releive
our unfortunate Countrymen out of his power, whose fate ought not to depend on
small punctilios.
[Mm.James S. Barron Col.]
To Master Commandant Isaac Hull, U. S. Navy, from Captain Samuel Barron,
U. S. Navy

MALTA
1gt4 May 1806
SIB,Your several communications were received by the [Sloop, 10 Guns]

Hornet, which did not arrive here 'till the 16t4 having met with head winds, and
heavy gales, your various informations are under my part~cularattention, the
state of my health and my anxiety to dispatch the Sloop without loss of time does
not allow me to enter into lengthy observations, nor is it indeed necessarv, the
letter I have written to Mr Eaton by this conveyance and which he will comkunicate to you, will no doubt determine him and the Officers to leave the Coast, as a
measure rendered necessary by existing circumstances, and es ecially by the
intention of the Consul General to open a negociation with Jbussef reigning
Bsehaw of Tripoli, You will therefore as soon as the re uisite arrangements are
made return with the Vessels under your command to Jyracraouse, to which place
it is contemplated to transfer headquarters in the course of a few days.-
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Lieutenant Evans is directed t o deliver the Stores which have been laden in
the Sloop t o you, t o be distributed a t your discretion, you will understand that
these stores are intended for the use of the crews of the United States Vwels,
and the Christ'ins under the command of Mr Eaton. - Nothing material baa
occured in our a t f a d since your departure. Mr Evans will be able to inform you
of every thing w&hg of notice. - I have likewise sent with Lieutenant Evans
Two Thousand Spanish Dollars in specie, which will serve to extinguish any in&vidual engagements that you or Mr Eaton may have contracted a t Derne. I look anxously for further ktelligence from Derne, and with my best wishes
to yourself and those under your command Enclosed ia a copy of my letter to Mr Eaton for your informstion Lieutenant
Evans has under his charge the following private Stores. Vzt - Six dozen of Porter
a Bag of Coffee
a Cask of B r o w Sugar
Six Pounds of Tea
One Qr Cask Mercella
For the use of Mr Eaton and Officers, Captain Dent and yourself.
R. D.
presents his best respects.
[NDA. Isaac Hull LB, 1803-1806.1

-

To William Eaton,

U. 6. ITavy Agent for the Barbary ILegencies, from Captain
Samuel Berron, U. S. Navy

MALTA,19 May, 1806.

SIB!By the Hornet Sloop [lo Guns], which arrived in this Harbor on the 16

Inst (having had a tedious passage,) 1had the honor to receive your Dispatches
of 29 ultv & 1 Ins*, acnouncing the Capture of Derne, after a Contest, in which,
permit me to observe, that your conduct & that of your Companions in Arms will
not discredit the character which our Countrymen have established among the
Nations of Barbary.
I have perused with deserved attention the arguments & reasons adduced in
vour Letter of the 1.t on the subject of pursuing the Cooperation with Sidi Hamet
Bashaw. Being myself still too weak for the exertion of Letter Writing and my
secretary writing with difficulzy, owing to an inflamation in his eyes, i t is impossible for me to enter into a lengthy Reply; hOr does it indeed appear necesssrq-;
the business is now arrived a t that point where if the Ex Bashaw, after being put
in possession of Derne, his former Government & the District in which his Interest
is said to be the most powerful has not in himself energy & talent, & is so destitute
of means & resources, as not to be able to move on with successful progrees,
seconded by our Naval force acting on the Coast, he must be held as unworthy of
fulther Support and the Cooperation as a measure too expensive & burthensome
& too little pre ant with Rope or advantage t o justify its further prosecution;
for, whatever,
may have been once the intentions of Government on this
subject, & whatever your ideas touching those intentions, I feel that I have
already gone to the full extent of my authority. - My Instructions from the
Navy Department on this particular point with which you are not unacquainted,
fall very short of that u n l i i t e d discretion and power of application as relatea t o
funds insisted on in your Communications, and are totally silent with regard to
the quantity and description of Stores & Supplies which you mentioned to have
been in the contemplation of Government to furnish to the Bashaw; hence you
will be sensible that without taking a latitude that must involve me in a sum of
responsability, which it were the extreme of imprudence & rashness to encounter,
I cannot proceed further. - Independent of this consideration it may not be
impro r to state that I have not a t my Disposal funds sufficient to meet the
large E m s which according to your odculatiom would be required to pursue the
plan with effect
With respect to any Engagements to Sidi Hamet, 1 cannot consider them as
definite or s cific. - By our resources and by your Enterprize & valor we
have placed E m a t the post from a-hence he was driven when first he solicited
the aid & Support of our Arms, and in "the most valuable province of Tripoli"
in performing which, 1 conceive we have fulfilled every pledge, & that He can
neither charge us with bad faith in our Engagements or with injustice towards
himself. - His want of those qualities so essential in the Character of a Commander, $ especially to s Prince, contending for his Throne, is a serious obstacle
to the advancement of hia cause; - not to be surmounted even by the eglstence
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and manly exertion of them in those about his person. -but i t is certainly
what we had no right to anticipate and still less to suppose, that when Master
of the fineat Province in his Kingdon, where his influence is greatest & his adherents most numerous, "his Situation would not be materially altered", and himself as destitute of means to carry on the Contest as when brought from his
Exile in Egypt. - In short, Sir, the matter reduces itself to this:- We are
ready & willing t o support the Bashaw by an union of operatiom on the Coast
SO long as the War with Tripoli continues, but His Excellency must be explicitly
informed that our Supplies of Money arms and provisions are a t an end & that
he must now depend upon his own resources B: exertions. - This determination
will suggest to you & your Comrades that line of Conduct most prudent to be
ado ted in the present posture of A i r s .
1gave lost no time in dispatching the Hornet with a Supply of provisions for
the Crews of the Argus and Nautilwr, & the Christians under your Command,
& I hope she will arrive in time to prevent your suffering from want. I have now to acquaint you with an occurrence in our affairs interesting in
itself & momentous as relates to your Situation. - I n consequence of recent
advjces from Tripoli, I have thought it my duty to state to the Consul General
Colq Lear (now a t this place) my candid opinion that the present is a moment
highly favorable to treat for peace, L a Communication has just been handed me
from that Gentleman expressing his determination to meet the overture lately
made by the reigning Bashaw, so far as to found on it the colnmenceme~itof a
Negotiation, & to proceed to Tripoli in the Essez E'rigate, in the course of this
Week. - From a variety of concurring Circumstances the present period appears propitious to such a step, and I cannot help indulging sanguine hopes that
a very short time will restore Captain Bainbridge & his unfortunate Comrades
to freedom & their Country. - I t wou'd be needless for me to say anything
on the effect which this measure must needs have on your situation & determinations: - it is a measure which was anticipated in my Letter to you by Captain
HuIl & as such the intelligence of it will not I presume reach you unprepared. The interests of Sidi Hamet will not be overloolred: - it is with Colonel Lear's
express sanction that I mention his intention to endeavor a t stipulating some
Conditions for the unfortunate Exile, provided this can be done without giving
up points that are essential, & without any considerable sacrifice of National
advantage on our art. I have sent by Eeut: Evans 2000 Spanish Dollars which he k directed to
deliver to you or to Capt Hull, This sum will serve to extinguish any little engagemts you may hsve contracted a t Derne. I am extremely anxious for further intelligence from you and remain R-ith
Much Respect and Consideration
[H. E. Huntington U A G . HR 25.1

To George Davis, U. 6. Char& d'Affaires, Tunis, from Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul
General, AIgiers
MALTAAlay 19'4 1806
(COPY)
SIR I am happy to avail myself of the present opportunity offered by R f r
Oglander H. B. M. Consul for Tunis to inform you, that Commodore Harron
considering the present moment favourable for opening a negociation with the
Beshaw of Tri oli, hss requested me to go over there for that purpose, and I
shall according&, in a few days take my Passage to that place on board the U. S.
Frigate Essez Capts Barron.
I think i t highly probable that the Commodore will, by this opportunity send
orders for the U. S. Brig Vken to come over here, by the y a y of Tripoli, to give
us information of the sipation of our affairs with you, which we shall be anxious
to hear Since Capts Campbell left us on the 17tb for Tunis nothing new has occurred
excepting what is here stated. JNA. SDA. Algiers, Vol. 7, Part 1, 1804-1805.1
To Captein Hugh Gi. Campbell, U. 6. Navy, from Charles Biddle
PHILAD)
M a y 19. I806
DEAR
SIR We were much &a pointed in not having our Pressoners a t Tripoli
rsnsomed last year - I think d m : Preble should hsve concluded a Treaty on
the Terms offerd. he told me he would have done it, if the John Adams had
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arrived one day later than she did. 8: then, if Lt Chauncy had not told him i t was
the expectation of the Goverment and peple here that he would get the Prissoners without ransom, in this Chauncy was mistaken, no one here expected they
would be released without ransom - we are now in hopes ou will go off Tripoli
make every preparation for an attack & then ransom the Lissoners on the best
terms you can. this is the wish and expectation of every man of worth in the
U States It can be of no advantage to us, to destroy the houses in Tripoli or
kill thousands of the Tripolitans. nor is it necessary there should be any more
fighting to establish the Character of our Naval OEcers Your friend Jones sailed for Canton this Spring on C. Truxtuns receiving a
letter from Washington he wrote requesting me to pay the amount of the prize
money due you and your Crew to Mess9 Jones & Clark. but it appears they had
no power to receive i t
I t will give me pleasure to hear from you and to render you any services in
my power
When you see Lieutt Weyes [?I please to give my Compliments to him
[NDA. Area 7.1
Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus, Master Commandant Isaac
Hull, U. S. Navy, commanding, 19 May 1805
[Derne] Commences with light breazes from the Northd And westward. At
anchor off Derne - Launch employed watering and building a wharf near the
battery At 4 a signal was made a t the fort for a bote Sent the Launch on shore At
sundown Mr Eaton Came onboard a t 8 he went onshor again was informed by
Mr E that the Enemy were Trying to Pursuade the People of Dern to turn their
arms against the Christians and distroy them - that the Bashaw was very much
in want of Cash to make presents to the arab chiefs that were daily coming over
to his side was requested by Mr Eaton to spair some of the prize goods for that
purpose as he could not raise any money for the Bashaw At sun down Pleasant -mind from South4 from sundoun to day light moderate
Saw during the Kight a number of Musquets fired on the borders of the Town At day light sent the Iaunch on shore with a Party of Men to assist Mr Eaton
in diging a ditch around the wall of the fort and to make Prepairations for his
defence against the Town in case they should accept of the Enemyes Proposals hove up the Larboard anchor found the stock broke and lost - Let go the
Starboard anchor a t 12 Very Pleasant light winds from Kd & 15-d several of our
officers from shore Came onboard to dine [NYHS. Navd History Sec., Argus.]
Extract from journal of Surgeon Jonathan Cowdery, U. S. Navy, 19 May 1805
[Tripoli] A spy employed by the Bashaw, arrived from RIdta and Syracuse.
IIe brought news +.hat the American squadron sailed for Alexandria in Egypt
about twenty days before; that it consisted of 4 frigates, 3 brigs, 3 schrs. 24 gun
boats, 6 bomb ketches, and several transports; that they were to take on board the
former, or Ex-Bwhaw, and to proceed along the coast of Tripoli, and take the
principal towns; and then to attack and take the town of Tripoli, and put i t in
possession of the Es-Bashew. The Bashaw and his people seemed much agitated
at this news.
[LC. Rare Books, Americnr~ Capt;ves in Tripoli or Dr. Cowdcry's Journal,
Boston, 1806.1
Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Navy, U. S. Brig Vircn,
Master Commandant John Smith, U.S. Navy, commanding, Sunday, 19 May 1805
This day fair wind at. 1 o'clock P. M. Saw the Island of Pantalara. At 2 the
Frigate made a signal for us to chase, and a t 6 o'clock came up with a Brig pierced
for 16 guns, mounting 4. She was from Tunis bound to Palermo. Stood for
Tunis. Nothing Kew.
[L. F. Middlebrook. KDA copy.]
Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus, Master Commandant Isaac
Hull, U, S. Navy, commanding, 20 May 1805
[Derne] fine Pleasant Weather Wind from North4 At 1 the Bashaw [Hamet
Caramanli] and Mr Eaton, Came on board -found that the object of the Bashaws
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Visit was to Try if Possable to raise by some means a little money. that he was
Very much in want of three hundred dollars for the urpose of quieting a number
of the arab chiefs who threatned to go over to the Enemy if they were not Paid
for their fighting for the Bashaw in the last action - the bashaw appeared Very
much distresed when I informed him that it was out of my power to furnish him
with Cash - that I had none onboard that he must have Patience for a few days
that until1 a Vessel arrived with supplies he replyed that he did not think himself
safe in his own hous without the means of satisfying those arabs about him I told him to give the people of Dern to understand if they were faithfull to him
they should be satisfyed otherwise we shod turn the guns of the fort and ships on
the Town and destroy every house in i t
At past 1 the Bashaw and MI Eaton went on shore the Bashaw in very low
spirits he could Eat no dinner - on his Leaving the brig I promised to send on
shore a few of the prize good to satisfy his Present demands - which were sent
to Mr E
At Sundown Pleasant weather Launch returned from shore with the men that
were sent to dig the ditch around the wall of the fort from sundown to day light Pleasant weather wind from South4 At clay light sent a party on shore to work a t the Entrenchment and to finish
the wharf At past 9 the Launch returned discovered a party of the Enemy
on the hill back of the Town - hoisted a red flag a t the fore and fired a gun.
Mr Eaton made a signal that all was well. the Bashaws Troops Came out to
meet a Party of Men that were Comeing towards the Town they prooved to be a
party of arabs - his friends who had beenout for the purpose of Robing the Enemy.
they had Taken two horses and kiled two of the Enemy - At 12 Every Thing
quiet in Town the Enemy haveing gone back of the Hill [NYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]
Receipt to Master Commandant Isaac Hull, U. S. Navy, for sundry articles of prize
goods, for the use of Hamet Bashaw
OF TRIPOLI
DERNE,KINGDOM
May 20th. 1806.
Received of Captain Isaac Hull, commanding in the naval de&hment of the
United States squadron before Derne, sundry articles of merchandise, agreeably
t o the foregoing list, amounting in value as per sale a t this place to one thousand
nine hundred and seventy four dollars - the avails of which have been delivered
to Hamet Bashaw to meet emergencies of the present moment, and the property
of which is vested in said Commander & the officers and crew of the United
as captors.
States Brig ATQUS
WILLIAMEATON
$1974.
I certify that the avails of the sale of the articles of prize goods alluded to in the
above receipt, have been applied as therein expressed Fort Enterprize, Derne, May 20. 1805
P N OBannon
[H. E. Huntington MAG. EA 274.1
[20 May 18051

To William Eaton, U. 8. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies, from O5cers of the
Expedition to Derne
[Translation]

SIR, In view of the desire and the courage which animates us all to participate
in the glory of an expedition which is worthy of such a warlike nation, we are
coming today to offer you again the zeal which we have to take part in it. We
could not serve a better chief. The heroic ardor and the talents with which you
are endowed can only insure the happiness of your subjects. We offer our services
in the campaign, to strictly carry out your orders, to exact respect for the honorable
flag of the United States of America, and to encounter the enemy wherever he
may be.
Everything assures us of a complete victory under your command. We are
only waiting for the moment to win this glory, and to fall on the enemy.
We believe you are assured in advance of the sentiments which we are pro-
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claiming. Yes! We swear that we shall follow you and that we shall fight unto
death.
To Mr. William Eaton, Agent of the United States of America for dl the Barbary
Regencies and General Commander in Chief of the allied land forces against
Tripoli.
Filippo Gilio
Chev [?I Davies Major
PN O'Bannon Lt. Marines
George Mann
George Farquhar
Engineering Inspector [?I
May [?I CornAt the Camp of Derna 20 May 1805.
E. Huntington L&AG. EA 186.1

m.

Extract from journal of Wiiam Eaton, U.S,Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies,
Monday, 20 May 1805
[Derne] Eight oclock a. m. The enemy appear in all their force - and seem
resolute for a display of gallantry. - At 10 they disappeared. - At 6 p, m.
a woman from their camp states that it wss the intention uf the Beys to have
attacked our works this morning; but the Arabs refused to advance to the charge.
The Beys attempted to compel them. - They said they had not only the preservation of their own lives but the existence of their families to keep in view.
Hamet Baahaw had possession of the town and the Christians of the batteries;
these, with the great guns of the shipping, would destroy every thing that approached them. - They would remain with the camp till reenforcements came from
Joseph Bashaw, and would then fight the Christians. The Beys then demanded
their camels to be moved as covers to their front and flanks: - This they
refused. - The Beys were obliged to give up the project of a victory to day.
The flocks of the Beduoin Arabs have been under the protection of our guns
since the morning of the 13tb There has hitherto been no instance of this
confidence being deceived. - Their women bring us mutton, milk, eggs, and
t r a a c with our soldiers without any apprehensions of violence or fraud. We
have several days been reduced to the necessity of bartering prize goods of the
Argus for meat for the garrison. A humiliating traffic: but we have no cash.
[H. E. Huntington L&AG.]
Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus, Master Commandant Isaac
Bull, U. S. Navy, commanding, 21 May 1806
[Derne] Commences with strong breazes from S S E to S S W Comeing off the
Land in Very warm flows. the Launch on shore to assist diging an entrenchment
round the fort - At 3 fresh breazes made signel for the Launch - At M past
3 Launch Came off - At 5 discovered the sand riseing in and about the Town
which had Very much the appearance of a whirlwind it Extended three or four
Carrying with it a n Emenc body of sand which
miles from North to South
appeard mooveing towards us. ordered all Clear for veering Cables. At % Past
5 the Wind shifted from S E to S W by W and blew Very heavy for hslf an hour
Veerd a whole Cable and which brought her up - the wind came off the land in
very warm flows our riging and spars were coverd with sand and with difficulty
we could look to windward without geting our Eyes put out with dust
At Sundown moderate sent the Launch on shore to see if Mr Eaton was in want
of ally thing hove in slack cable At 7 hove up the Larboard anchor to ee if we
had not gone round it - found it clear Let it go again - At 8 Launch returned with fresh Provisions for ship's Company At 12 a t night a fresh brease
from North$ and west4 Veered sixty fathom Cable At 2 Strong gales gave her
the whole Cable and put ship buoys on ready for sliping hoisted in launch -and
made every thing ready for sea At 4 strong gales and heavy sea ship Pitching very heavy expecting every
moment the Cable would part from day light to 12 hard gales and heavy eea from the NorthQ and West*
every thing in readiness for Sea Carpenters Employed repairing the Launch. the sea runing so high found i t impowable to send a bote on shore this day
[NYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]
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Extract from journal of William Eaton, U. S. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies,
Tuesday, 21 May 1805
[Derne] A woman from the enemy's camp states that a re-enforcement joined
them yesterday of 150 cavalry; that they expect another to day or tomorrow, when
they calculate on taking the town and beseiging the Christian post.
[H. E. Huntington L&AG.]
--

Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. S. Navy, on board
U. S. Frigate President, Easter Commandant George Cox, U. S. Navy, commending,
Tuesday, 21 May 1803
1. The Constitution's boat came along side for provisions, which we supplied
her with
7 the Town of Tripoli bore S S E. Capt Cox returned.
Latitude Observed 33" 14' N.
[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]
Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S, h'avy, U. S. Brig Vixen.
Master Commandant John Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding, Tuesday, 21 May
1805.
This morning found ourselves away to the leeward of the Cape [Bon], the wind
fresh ahead. At 8 o'clock the wind hauled and got into the bay and in sight of
Tunis a t 1 o'clock P. M. At 4 o'clock the Frigate came to anchor and Capt.
Smith went on board. He soon returned and we stood in under the fort to bring
out one boat which was sent from the Constellation. We went in very near the
shippings, took the boat in tow and stood off for the Frigate. We came to ancpor
a t 6 o'clock P. M.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
[22 May 18051
The relative Force of the four Squadrons sent to the Mediterranean
The First Squadron, Under Dale.

--

President, (flagship,) - - - - - - - - Philadelphia,-_ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Essez,---- - - - - - - - - ----- - Enterprise ------ -------- --- -- --

cost.

(fund

44- -James Barron, - - - - - - - - - - - $220,910
38--Samuel Banon,- .-- - - - 179,349
32_-William Bainbridge,- - - --- 139,362
12.. ,.Andrew Sterrett,- ------ - 16,240
1 2 6 _ _ . . _ _ - - - - _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$555,862

-

-

-

08
00
50
52
10

The Second Squadron, under Morris.

-

Chesapeake, (flagship,) ----- - - - - - 38- -Isaac Chauncey,_..- - - - - - - - $220,677
ConsteUation,--- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 38- -Alexander Murray, - - - - - 314,212
36--James Barren,- - - - - - - - - - - 159,639
New York,-------------------dJohn Adams , - ~ - - - - _ _ - . . - - -28--John
- - - - - - Rod ers,------------ 113,505
Adams,.. . - - - - - - - - - 28--Hugh G. 8ampbel1,----.-76,622
Enterprise,--------------------12--Andrew Sterrett ,--------- 16,240

-

--

.----------180
-

80
15
60
72
27
52
$900,898 06

The Third Squadron, under Preble.
Constitution, (flagship,)- - - - - - - - - - 44- -Edward Preble ,..-- - - - - - - - $302,718
Philadelphia,---- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 38- -William Bainbridge, - - - - _ - 179,349
Argus,-- - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16--Stephen Decatur ,-----,--- 37,428
Siren,------------------------16--Charles Stewart,- - - - - - - - 32,521
Nautilus , - - - - - - - - - _ - - - - -12--Richard
- - - - - - - Somem,---------- 18,763
Vizen,------------------------la-- John Smith,-------------20,872
Enterprise,--------------------12--Laac Hull,- - - - - - - - - - - - - 16,240

-

-

150
-

84
00
29
77
51
73
52

$607,894 66
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The Fourth Squadron, under Samuel Bamon.

.----

Gum

Cbst.

Constitution,- - - -- - - - - - - ___ - - - ---- 44--John Rod em,- - - - -- - - - - _ $302,718 84
President
_ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4L-IGeorge ??ox,- - - - - - - - - - - - 220,910 08
Constellation,--- - .- - - - - - - - - - - - - 38- -*ugh
Campbell
- -- - 311,212 16
Congress,- - - - - - - --- -- ---- -- - - -- 38--Stephen Decatur ,--------197,246 81
Bssec,-- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -- - -- - - 32-- Jarnee Barren,- - - - - - - - - - - 139,362 50
John Adams
----- - --- --- - 28--1aaac Chauncey ,------ - - - 113,505 72
Siren,-- _ - - - -- - ----- - -- - -- - -- - - 16- -Charles Stewr)rt,- - - - - - - - 32,521 77
Argus,- -,
- - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 16--Isaac IluH,, ---- - - - - - - - - - 37,428 29
Vixen,------ - - _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 12- -John Smith,- - - - - - - _ - _ - - 20, 872 73
Nautilus ,---- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - --- 12-_John E. Dent,- - ---- --- - 18,763 51
Enterprise
12--[Thomas] Robinson, [Jr.]-_
16,240 52
Hornet , - - - - - - - - - - - - _ _ - - -[lo]-.[Samuel]
- - - - - - - Evans - - - - . - - _ -(unknown.)
--

d.

.---
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2 Bomb-vessels , - - - - - - - -- -- -- -- -- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

10 G u n b o a t s , - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

35,751 07
122,127 02

To Captain James Barron, U. S. Navy, from Captain Samuel Barron, U. 8. Navy
MALTA28 May 1805.
SIR With the U. S. Frigate under your Command, you are directed t o roceed
off the Harbor of Tripoli, and on falling in with the Constitution, deliver to 8aptain
John Rodgers the accornp? Letters with the Contents of which you have been
made acquainted. I n consequence of my Resignation of the Command of
the Squadron t o that OEcer, communicated to him in said Letter, you will
place yourself in all respects under his Orders, and receive his Instruct~ons.You will take on board your Ship the Consul General, Col: Tobias h r , with
whose intentions in going to Tripoli you are also acquainted - You will please
detail to Captain Rodgers every material Occurrence in our affairs since iris departure from hence, & the present state and destribution of the Squadron, which
want of time prevents my giving to him in writing - I have expressed my
wishes with regard to the Essex, in a private Letter to Captain Rodgers & have
no doubt he will acquiesce in them. [NA. Sen. 9 B - 3 6, Pres. Message, Jan. 1806.1
To Captain John Bodgers, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. Frigate Constitution from
Captain Samuel Banon, U. 8. Navy
MALTAZdnQ May 1805
SIR, Since I had the pleasure of Writing to you by the Resident Frigate, I
have not had any intelligence from the Barbary Coast - Cap* J. Barron commanding the Esscx has rec'd orderu t o proceed oE Tripoli for the purpose of
conveying the Consul General who will communicate to you his intentions which
will be further explained by the accompanying Copies of my late correspondwce
with him.
Altho I have never disguised from myself that my powers of attention have
been weakened by the effecLs of my 1oi.g and distressful Indisposition, almost
equally with my strength and bodily actirity, I have nevertheless been dram
on from Week t o Week by the hopes of a speedy recovery - hopes which the
unsteady Character of the Disorder itself rendered plausable, & which I was
even authorised t o cheerish by the corresponding expectations of my Medical
Attendanta - Gentlemen of high ck merited rank in their profession, connected
with me no further than as my situation reqdired their assistance, and only so
Long as my reeidence in Malta gives them the opportunity of affording it, and
who therefore could have no otber possible Interest in inspiring groundless hopes
with no other possible effect than t o exssperate the final Disappointment. - But
Sir!, though I feel myself to have been perfectly justified in forming these hopes
of recovery, I am sensible that the moment is arrived when I can no longer justifiably persevere in acting upon them.
The Season for decisive measures h m
overtaken me and I am a t length forced to percieve thet my unceasing and most
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anxious impatience for the return of Hedth, from the deep wish of discharging
the important functions entrusted to me has continually retarded that return, &
that this inevitable solicitude which whilst I retain the command, it is impomible
that any state of Health should obliterate or even suspend, must not only defeat
its own immediate object, but greatly diminish & perhaps preclude the probability
of my serving my Country a t any future Day; To relinquish my Command
therefore, is I conceive a duty which I owe to our Country and to the service
in general, but more particularly to the present Squadron.
An act of Justice,
which the skill, courage and general merits of the Officers, and the ardor and discipline of the Crews a t once enfo~ceand embitter. For, you Sir need not be
informed that this decision could not be made without a long and painful Struggle,
aa well as mature deliberation; but it is made, and accordingly I do hereby resign
my Command of the Naval forces of the United States in these Seas, & by thjs
Letter communicate officially my Resignation to you on whom the Command
devolves by the Law of Seniority, reserving to myself however the right of reassuming it, in case the War should be protracted beyond my Hopes & Expectations & my Health be fully restored
On this point I have only to add that the
pain inseparable from this act of Duty is greatly alleviated by two reflexionsfirst that in having you S
i
r for my Senior Captain I am enabled to resign my
Station to an Officer who dready in a high degree enjoys the confidence of our
Government, and secondly, that, previous to my resignatiol~,the Consul General
has express'd his coincidence with the opinion which I officially communicated
to him respecting the propriety & policy of meeting the recent overture of the
Bashaw of Tripoli so far as to open a negociabion for which I am persuaded, that
the present moment is eminently favorable, & of the Success of nrhich, I entertain
sanguine expecta~ions,conducted as it will be by a Gentleman of such abilitv
experience & moderation as ColoneI Lear, with the ready assistance and Cdopperation which I doubt not he will find in your activity and zeal - I cannot
suppress the feeling that if any thing could restore me to Health as by a Charm,
i t would be the sight of Capt: Bainbridge and his fellow-sufferers restored a t
length to freedom on terms of Peace; a t once honorable and advantageous t o
our Common Country, such terms as I am convinced, notwithstanding all their
privations and sufTerings would alone make them desire their freedom or look
back with pleasure on its attainment.
Should these Hopes however b e
baffled by the extravagant demands or the infatuation of the Enemy, I can only
express my earnest wish that the valor and exertions of the Squadron may soon
create another opportunity, and that to their Honor they may succeed in inspiring addicional Respect for the American name, and a pacific policy in the whole
of the Barbary Goverments & thus realize an object which must be deep in
the hearts of our Countrymen and for the accomplishment of which I should have
considered no personal sacrifice too important.
I beg leave to refer you to Capt. J. Barron for full particulars of Occurrences
since your departure and for the present distribution of the Squadron, and I
beg leave also to assure you that my anticipation of the success of Colonel Lears
Visit to Tripoli will not diminish in the smallest degree the preprvrations for offensive measures and that so far as my Strength will permit I shall proceed with
every necessary arrangement till we meet.
It is not in my power at this moment to transmit you all the Papers & 1)ocuments the transfers of which become requisite by my Resignation; I have however directed my Secretary to prepare them and they will be deBvered to you
on your Arrival here.
[LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
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To Captain John Bodgers, U. 8. Ravy, commanding U. S. Frigate Conrgiulu[ion,from
Captain Samuel Barron, U. 8. Ravy
MALTA,22.e May 1806
DEARSIR, A6 YOU will be sensible how deeply I am interested in the present
important C r i m of our Maire notwithstanding the arrangement communicated
in my official Letter of this Date, and will be disposed to make allowances for the
impatience natural to a state of Sickness, I am Induced to request should it not
interfere materially with your dispositions, that you a-ill send the Es~seez34th
Cap* Barron to this place w soon as i t is determined what turn the negotiation k
i
likely to take
If things can be so arranged I am desirous that she should not be
subjected to a long Quarantine as i t wilI be important to me to have my Br3ther
with me for a few Days preparatory to my remow1 from this place.-[LC. JRP. Letters $ Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
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To Secretary of the Navy from Robert Deniaon, Secretary of Captain Samuel
Barron, U. 6. Navy
Duplicate
M a m a 82m4May 1806.
SIR! The health of the Commander in chief being such as to render hiln incapable of writing, He has directed me to give you a brief account of the proceedings of the Squadron since his last Dispatches and of its present distribulion The.blockade of the Enemy's Harbor hss been kept up closely & without interrnlsslon - so as almost to preclude the possibility of his receiving any sort of
Supplies and there is every reason to believe that great distress is felt by the
Inhabitants - The President Frigate arrived here on the 27P d t with
~ three
vessels detained by Captain Rodgers within six Miles of Tripoli and in the act of
steering direct for the Port; the President sailed again on the 3rd to join the Constitution - The Congress sailed on the 181h of last Month for Leghorn, for the
purpose of procuring a quantity of Powder Shot &ca. to be in readiness for
oEensive operations - Commodore Barron considered this arrangement as
absolutely necessary from the strong probability of disappointment in this appli&ion for similar supplies a t Naples and the event has fully justified his calculations as you will perceive by the inclosed Copy of a Letter just received from our
Navy Agent a t that place - Captain Decatur having been enjoined to use all
poss~bledispatch, he may be expected to return early in next Month The Essez arrived a t this place from the Adriatic on the 12Pb Instant - Owing
to causes which were anticipated in a former Communication to the Department,
Captain [James] Barron did not succeed with the Imperial Goverment in the object
of his Mission - he made arrangements however with Captain Robinson and
the Consul a t Trie[s]te Mr Wm Riggins for procuring in the Roman State some
vessels to serve aa Gun Boats, the arrival of which w e look for daily - Captain
Barron having mentioned to me that he wrote to you very fully from Trieste, it is
unnecessary for me to enter into further particulars on this head The ComtelEation and Vizen sailed for Tunis Bay on the Evening of the 17th I have the honor to inclose the Copy of a Letter from Commodore Barron to Mr
Davis which will acquaint you fully with the important nature of the businas on
which they have been Pent - The Commodore is anxiously waiting for the
h
return of the Brig ~ 7 t ~ntelligenee
The Argrur and Nautilus are on the Coast of Derne - The Hornet [Sloop]
arrived here on the 1 6 r b with Dispatches from Mr Eaton announcing the Ca ture
of Derne by assault on the 2 7 t h u l t ~by the Army of Sidi Hamet under his 8ommand - I send herewith a continuation of Commodore B&ronJs Correspondence
with that Gentleman and with Captain Hull, from w-hich you will derive the most
accurate & satisfactory information respecting the progress of the Cooperation
with the Ex Bashaw and the actual position of affairs on the Coast, I shall therefore offer no remarks on the subject - The Hornet sailed again on the 20th The Brig S y e n is still on the Gibraltar Station, where hl? Simpson conceives i t
prudent t o keep her as there is yet something equivocal and Mysterious hanging
about the movements of the Moors - He seems to expect that the Emporer
will renew his demand of sending Wheat to his friend the Bashaw of Tripoli as
soon crs the vessels fitting a t Lisbon are in readiness The vessel which went with Cloathing and supplies for our unfortunate Countrymen ia Tripoli returned on the 2 5 t h u l t ~and her return did not disappoint the
expectations we had formed of some interesting intelligence from that quarter
which expectations were expressed in the Commodores last Diepatches to the
Department - I t a pears by a variety of Letters which have been received that
the Bashaw is s e r i o d disposed and earnestly desirous for Peace with the United
Btates, and what o o n f i m this idea beyond all doubt is the receipt by Colonel
Lear of a Letter written a t the express soIicitation of the Bey by the 8panbh
Consul with overtures for o ning B Negotiation & accompanying a Teschera or
passport under the Bey's E l guaranteeing the inviolability of any person or
ons sent to Tri oli to treat of Peace - These direct evidences of a pacific
osition in the 8ashaw were a few days before prefaced by a Communication
to & m o d o r e Barron from Mr N k e n the Danish Consul, written a t the desire
of the Minister Sidi Mahomet Doghies expressing the Minister's sincere and
earnest wjsh for the reestablishment of Peace and recommendin that a person
should be sent over immediately to commence a Xegotiation 7 %n consequence
of these repeated and unequivocal Manifestations of a disposit~onon the part
the Enemy to accomodate differences, the Commander in chief considered it IS
duty, oficislly to commu~icateto the Coned-general his opinion that the present
moment is favorable for opening a Negotiation, and the latter having ex re&sep
hh coincidanae therewith the measure has been agreed upon and Colonel %auIS
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making arrangements t o proceed on board the Essez frigate t o the Coast of Tripoli
in the course of two or three days - Commodore Barron entertains the most
sanguine hopes of the happy issue of this measure and anticipate with not less
confidence than pleasure the speedy emancipation of Captain Bainbridge and his
suffering Companions - I think i t is not hazarding too much to say there is
scarsely a doubt but the business will be honorably and satisfactorily terminated
in less than a fortnight.
I t is with feelings of deep regret that I comply with the Commodores directions
of acquainting you that the apprehensions expressed in his last Dispatches on the
subject of his health have been but too certainly verified, and that in consequence
of his debilitated & precarious Situation and the entire disappointment of all the
hopes of a perfect Recovery with which he has been flattered & bueyed up from
Week to Week and from Month to Month, he feels it a duty oming to himself and
his Country as well as an act of justice to the Squadron to relinquish the Command
t o Captain Jnq Rodgers - He has accordingly authorized me to announce this
change to you - The Commodores reasons for adopting this Step - which
i t is scarsely necessary t o assure you Sir was not resolved upon without a severe
Struggle - in the midst of the most flattering prospect of a speedy 8: honorable
termination of the War, mill be too obvious to you to require any comment from
me [1\;.4. Sen. 9 B - B 6, Pres. Message, Jan. 180G.l
To Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General, Algiers, from Captain Samuel Barron, U. S.
Xavy
MALTA
22 A I a y 1805.
r e d 224 May - AnsQ same day SIR I have receiv'd the Letter which you did me the honor of addressing to me
on the 19 Inst., stating your intention of going to Tripoli in the Essex frigate for
the purpose of opening a Negotiation with the Bashan. I have now to acquaint you that for the reasons mentioned in my Communication of the 18th, which every day's experience fatally strengthens, I have conceived
it a duty owing to our Country as well as an act of Justice to the Squadron to relinquish a station which the languors of Sickness & consequent mental as well as
bodily Inactivity prevent me from filling any longer with approbation to myself
or with advantage to the Service I have accordingly written by the Essez to Capt:
t seniority (now off Tripoli in the Constztution)
John Rodgers the Officer n e ~ in
officially resigning t o him the Command of the Piaval forces of the U. states in
this Sea, & I have a t the same time espressed my ardent desire that He should
give every facility to the important measure ahich has been agreed upon &
support the Iiegotiation R-ithall his zeal and activity. - I beg leave to mention
that the Essez is completely ready for Sen. Captain Rodgers has now been 50
days on the station and I feel the importance of his being made acquainted with
my determination without delay. I have sent Orders to Captain Campbell to despatch the Vzxen to the Station off
Tripoli with intelligence of the situation of affairs with Tunis, and have every
reason to believe that they will reach him before the Birg leaves the Bay. [NA. Senate Files. 10th Congress.]

To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from Tobias Lear, U. 6. Consul General,
Algiers
MALTA22 May 1800'.
SIR. I have received the Letter which you have done me the Honor of writing
to me this day, and I can assure you that I regret nith the most heartfelt sensibility the cause which deprives our Country of your valuable services, and yourself
of one of the &st enjoyments of our existence. However painful it must be t o
you to relinquish a Command in which I know you felt your whole soul engaged
t o promote the Honor & Interest of our Country; yet you will have the Satisfaction of knom-ing that when your ill health has depriv d you of the power of esercising that Command for the service of your Country, you have not hesitated t o
I most sincerely pray that you
sacrifice to patriotism your personal feelingsmay soon experience a return of that invaluable blessing, Health, which I am
persuaded your Physicians I%friends believe could not have been restored, while
ou retain d a charge too great for your enfeebled & critical state to bear. the great anxiety you express, that Captain Rodgers, the next Officer in
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seniority, should be early informed of .our having resigned the Command of the
Naval forces of the U. States in this dea to him, I will be ready t o embark Tomorrow Evening on board the Essez frigate to go t o Tripoli, where Captain
Rodgers is now cruizing. I pray you to accept the assurances of high Respect & sincere Regard.
[NA. Sen. 9 B - B 6, Pres. Message, Jan. 1806.1

To U. S. Navy Agents and Consuls from Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy
MALTAd B May 1806
SIR, The object of the present is to acquaint you that the declining state of my
Health occasioned by the long & severe illness u-hich I have suffered has compelled me t o relinquish the command of the Kaval forces of the U. States of
America in this Sea to the Officernext in seniority to myself: I therefore hereby
make Known to you Officially my resignation and that the command of the
Squadron has this Day devolved to Captain John Rodgers, who in consequence
becomes invested with all the powers BT authority of Commander in Chief.
I beg leave to express my ackno~vledgementsfor the polite, friendlv & useful
attentions which I have derived from your Correspondance while in the command,
8 t o assure you of the sentiments of respect & consideration, * * *
SIGNQSAM.BARRON
Copy To
Robert Montgomery Esqr American Consul Allicant,
" John Broadbent
E:92 American Navy Agent Messina
" Frederick Degen
Do
Do
Kaples
"
John Mathew
"
Do
Consul
h'aples
"
Degen &- Purviance
Do
Navy Agents Leghorn
"
Thomas Appleton
Do Consul
Leghorn
"
Killiam Kirkpatrrck
Do
Consul
Malaga
" John Gavino
Do Consul
Gibraltar
" James Simpson
"
DO Consul
Tangier
"
Joseph Y znardi
"
DO Consul
Cadiz
"
William Jarvis
' L
DO Consul
Lisbon
"
Ja? M~Kenzie& 8. Glennie
Do
Navy Agents London
[LC. JRP, LB B, May 1805-July 1806.1

::
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122 May 18051

U. S. Squadron in the Mediterranean
R6sumCs presumably prepared in Navy Department about 1806 or 1807,
concerning the C . S. Squadron jn the Mediterranean

T H E SQUADRON
OF COMAIODORE
JOHNRODGERS:

* * * the Frigate President, Cap? Ja: Rarron, having Com!~Barron on
board sailed for the United States and the Remainder of the Squadron in the
Begr of July Rendezvoused a t Syracuse under the command of C o m r ~John
Iiodgers, consisting of the Frigate Constitution Corn'? Rod ers, Constellation,
Campbelli Congress, Decatur; Emm. Stewart; John Adarns, 8hrw; Brig Argus.
Hull; & Szren, Smith; Schooner T'izen, Dent; Nautilus, COX;Enterprize, Robinson;
Hornet, (bomb) Evans; and Gun Boats, NQ2 , 3, 4, 5 , 6 , 8,9, 10. - ispitfire and
Vengeance]
During the continuance of Hostilities with Tripoli, the Bey of Tunis had
frequently evinced hostile dispositions towards the United States, and repeatedly
threatened War unless his Vessels were permitted to enter Tripoli or other demands
equally inadmissible, were granted. A Tunisian Cruiser with her two Prizes,
carrying Articles contraband of War, having been captuned in attempting to
enter Tripoli, were demanded by the Bey, and war again threaten'd in case of
refusal. The demand wm refused by C o n ~ pBarron, & Comw Rodgen thinking
that the termination of hostilities with Tripoli afforded a favorable moment for
explanation or compulsion, prepared t o go off Tunis for this purpose, hating on
board Col? Lear, the Consul General. on the 13 July the Squadron left Syracuse
for Malta: on 234 left Malta & on 3l.t anchored in Tunis Bay. At this time the
Argus had sailed for Alexandria in Eqypt with money for Messs Briggs & Brothers,
& the Hornet for Syracuse to obtain Inventories of the public property. Prior
to the sailing of the Squadron for Tunis, George Davis esqr the Charge d'affaires

36

NAVAL OPERATIONS FROM 1806 TO 1807

had informed the C o m r ~that Consul Lear would not be accredited, and that
should the U: S. Squadron appear in force before Tunis, i t w4 be considered as the
commencement of hostilities, and that no explanation would be begun until the
Tunisian Vessels were restored. of these threats the Commodore on his arrival
demanded an explanation, informing the Bey a t the same time that if they were
adhered to, he sh? commence hostilities in 36 hours, To this the Bey replied to
Mq Davis that he
respect the Treaty, but yt if the Commodore attacked or
det4 any of his vessels or Merchantmen, he w4 imm? haul down the Consular
Flag. The Corn?? insisted that this declaration of respect to the Treaty sh4 be
given before the British & French Consuls. This was refused, & the Comrs now
ordQ Mr Davis on b? the Cons? lConstitution] unless the declaration was given
in the form prescribed. This was again [refused], tho the Bey now offered to
give such declaration under his Seal. A Brig at this time getting under way from
the Goletta was fired at by the Constitution & driven back, the Vizen, Nautilus,
& Enterprize were ord? to cruise a t the entrance of the Bay and intercept all
Vessels coming out, & if armed to send them back. This conduct produced a
letter from the Bey to C o l ~Lear, acknowledging him in his official character,
disavowing all hostile intentions on his part, & offering to send an Ambassador
to the U. States to explain & accommodate every thing. This explanation and
offer were accepted & the American Cruisers called in accordingly. On the lStP
August, Dr Dodge of the Navy was received by the Bey as the United States
Charge d'affaires in the place of Mr Davis. The Ambassador Sidi Soliman Melli
Melley took passage in the Congress for the U: States where he arrived in Novr The Congress was followed by the Constellation, & John Adams, & all arrived in
the Eastern Branch the latter part of 'Piovr 1805. - [See Commodore Barron's
Squadron under date of 10 September 1804, with accompanying documents givin
operations of the ships which also cornprized Commodore Rodger's squadron7
U. S. Frigate Constitution, Flagship of Commodore John Rodgers, 9 November
1804 to 21 April 1805
Cspk John Rodgers took Command on 9 Kov? 1804, and sailed for Lisbon to
recruit'Novr Arrived 28 Decr. Left Lisbon 10 Febr 1805. Arrived a t Gibraltar
15th - Sailed for Syracuse 17th - Off the Harbour of Tripoli March - Malta
1 April. Off Tripoli middle April & 214 with the President. [Note added in
different writing: "See Goldsborough's Naval Chronicle Vol 1 - where the dates
are supposed to be corrected."]
U. S. Frigate Congress, Captain Stephen Decatur, Jr., U. S. Navy, commanding;
9 November 1804 to 29 November 1805
Taken Command of by Capt Decatur 9 Novr 1804. Off Tripoli. Returned
to Syracuse abt 21.t Jan?' 1805 to repair her Rudder. Sailed March l O t P - Malta
1 1 1 Sailed 18th - Messina 29th - Sailed 6 April. Syracuse 7th - Sailed 8th
- Syracuse 9th - Malta 10tP - Sailed 18tP - Syracuse 21.t - Sailed 234 Measina 24th - Sailed 6 May - Leghorn roads 12t4 - Sailed 29th - Syracuse
June 12%- Sailed July 34 - Tunis Bay 11th - Sailed 18th - Returned 19th Sailed 234 - Off Malta 29th - Tunis Bay August 1-t - sailed 210, - During
this interval the Bey of Tunis was brought to terms and agreed to send an Ambassador to U States. - Tunis Bay 24'h - The Tunisian Ambassador came on
hoard Septr 2nd - Sailed 5th - Bay of Alicant 12th - Sailed 13th - Gibraltar
Bay 15* - Sailed 21.t - Tangier Bay 22nd. Sailed 25Q - Hampton Roads
5 Novr - Beating up the Chesapeake to the 12th - Hampton Roads 13 came
back - Under way 234 Novr Mouth of Potomac 2 5 1 - Greenleaf's Point 29tb
[November 18051 aground.
Laid up in Ordinary.
U. S. Frigate Esaez, Captain Hugh G. Campbell, U. S. Navy, commanding,
22 August 1805 to 28 July 1806
On Augt 224 1805 Capt Campbell rec? command from M. C. Stewart.
Sailed from Tunis Sepr 5. - a t Gibraltar 15. Tangier 26Q - Gibraltar 3 0 1
Octr 10. Off Algesirm, Malaga 18th - Sailed Decr 4th - Cadiz 14th - Gibraltar
J a n ~1 2 4 1806. & Algesiraa 28'4 - Malaga Febr 1st
Algesiraa 27'4 - Cadiz
Mar. 5th - Sailed 9th - Gibraltar 14Q - Off Tangier & Algesiras to April 24Q
then a t Cadiz. Sailed 16'4 - On May 30th Cap$ Campbell exchanged Ships with

-
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Com. Rodgers of the Constitution. Sailed from Gibraltar for United States June
4th 1806. Off the Capes July 25%
At Wmhington 28'h
1806.
Laid up in Ordinary. U. S. Frigate John Adams, Master Commandant John Shaw, U. S. Navy, commanding; 26 February 1805 to 3 December 1805
Arrived from Mediterranean a t New York 26 Febr 1805
& ordg to be got
ready. S a i l e d - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 4 May 1805.
Arrived a t Gibraltar- - - - - - - - - - ---------- 14 June " Sailed up 19*@ in
Sailed 14'h- Malta 16%
company with NQ?10. 6 8. Syracuse July
Peace with Tripoli had taken place before this Frigate arrived on the station.
Sailed from Malta 24'4 - Tunis Bay 316t to Augt 224 -during this period. The
Bey of Tunis consented to send an Ambassador to U
States to adjust all differences, being compelled to this measure by the American Squadron which Isy
across the Bay. Sailed from Tunis Bay 23P August. - Syracuse 25%- Sailed
Sepr 34 - Gibraltar Bay 224 - Sailed 27th - Tetuan Bay 28 & 29 - Sailed 30t@Put into Madeira 8th Octr - Sailed 12 - Within sight of Land November 17Q
in - Hampton roads Arrived a t Washington Kavy Yard, Decr 3: 1805. Laid up in Ordinary.
The Brig Argus,
22 May 1805 to 13 July 1806
May 22, 1805 - one of Com. Rodgers's Squadron. From 23Q.Juneto 5 July in
Syracuse Harbour. Malta 6th to 12th - off Derne 28th - M d t a Augl 5th
Sailed 9th - on 14th off Cape Carthage with Constitution, Congress, Essez, Constellation, J[ohn] Adams, Siren, Vixen, F~*anklin,& 7 Gunboats, blocking up the
Harbour of Tunis. Off Tunis till 1 Sept when the Bey having consented to send an
Ambassador to the U. States, the Argus sQ & arrived a t Syracuse 4 Sepr Sailed
Octr 8th - Palermo 10tb - Sailed 21nt - Syracuse 29th with the G. Boats. Sailed
Dec? 19'5
Naples 21.r Sailed Jan? 20th [1806j Syracuse 22d - Sailed F e b 7th~
Syracuse 14th
S4 March 10th - Malta 12th - Sailed 16th
Tunis Bay
Cruising between Capes Carthage and Bon to Apl 4. Land of Sardinia
24tb
5th
Plane Island 6th - 7th - C . Bon 8th - Tunis Bay 11th
sailed 13th
Malta 224 Sailed 28th with the Squadron - Arrived in Gibraltar Bay May 21.
Sailed with the Siren for the U . States 28th Off the Capes July 7. Arrived
in E. Branch 13 July 1806. Laid up in Ordinary.
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Commission and warrant oficeis
station

SF. Master.
Surgeon
Purser
Btswn
Gunner
Carptr.
SI Maker

j

Names
Isaac Hull
Theodore Hunt (To Ketch Spitfire)
Hethcote J. Reed
Svbrant Vanschaick
Edward Trenchard
Wp. P. Smith
Sam1 B. Brooke. Acting
Joseph G. T. Hunt Robt. W. Goldsborough
William Brown - ~ & i n g
Robert Huntress
William Wise
Acting
'6
Charles Smith
Richard B. Jones
John Pettigrew
John Nevitt (To Siren)
Eli E. Danielson
James Wilson
JnQ. R. Sherwood
Presley N. OBannon

-

-
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U. S. Brig Siren, 22 May 1805 to 1 August 1806
May 226 1805 one of Com. Rodgers's Scluadron. Gibraltar Bay. Sailed June
Syracuse 29th - On July 26 M. C. Stew-art gave up Com5. - Malta 20th
mand of the Siren t o M. Cmdt John Smith. Sailed 14: Malta 22. s4 23.
Tunis Bay w-ith the Squadron Augt 2d t o Sepr 2 when affalrs being adjusted the
Siren sailed. Syracuse 9. Messina 14. Na les 30th - Sd Octr 7. Leghorn 11.
Sd 27 - Genoab9. Sd Novr 2. Naples 9. E d Dect 27 Syracuse Janu 3. 1806.
~ a SQMarch 12.
Malta 22d S6 28. At sea to Febv 22 then Gibraltar - ~ a l a 27.
Syracuse 20. S* 29. Malta 30. S d Ap! 18. Algiers 25. S* 26. Tunis Bay
May 5. a t Sea t o 22d then Gibraltar Bay. Algesiras 24. Gibraltar 28. Sailed
for U: S: 28 May 1806. Off the Capes July 25. At Navy Yard Washington abt
Augt 1. 1806.
Laid up in Ordinary. -

-.

Commission and warrant ojicers. Station.

Kames

John Smith
Humphrey Magrath (To hTo. 3)
Octavus A. Page
Lewis Warrington
Thomas Macdonough
Bernard Henry - Acting
George Parker. Acting
S?. Master
John Kevitt
John Lyon Acting as Purser
Jacob Hite
Henry E. Ballard
Jaquelin B. Harvie
Andrew Stuart [from Gun Boat No. 61
U. S. Brig Vixen, 22 May 1805 to 3 August 1806
May 224 1805 one of Com. Rodgers's Squadron, off Malta 26th - Off Tripoli
29th Syracuse June 21. Sailed July 34 on which day M. Cdt Smith gave up the
V i z e n to M . Ct Cox. Syracuse 8th Sd 11th Tunis Bay 19. and along the coast
u p to 31. - Tunis Bay 1 Augl Occasionally off Cape Carthage, Bon, &c until
4 Sept when affairs being terminated n-ith Tunis, sailed. With the Essez along
Spanish Coast Gibraltar Bay 19 Sepr sailed 30th G. Bay Oct 4. Algesiras 13'P
Sailed 26th Malaga 29. sailed Novr 5. Gibraltar Bay 8th - Malaga 18Q Sailed Janu 7. 1806. Algesiras 9th Sailed 24th Gibraltar Bay 29% - Sailed
Febv 11th Algesiras 13th Cruising along the Spanish Coast a t times anchoring
in G[ibraltar] & Algesiras Bays to March 20. hlalaga mole to Ap! 1, then sailed.
Cadiz 5, Sd 14. Algesiras Bay sd day. Cruizing along the Spanish Coast
anchoring somet,imes in Gibraltar & sometimes in Algesiras Bay till June 3d then
sailed from Gibraltar for U: S. Charleston S C. July 20. Sailed 28th - Navy
Yard, Washington Augt 3. 1806.
Laid u p in Ordinary. Commission and warrant oficers Station

Names.

SP Master

George Cox
Christopher Gadsdcn
Samuel-Angus
Bernard Henry [from Tripoli]

Surgeon
Purser

Gwinn Harris
Jesse D. Elliott
Henry Ballard
Hamlet Neale

WARS WITH BARBABY POWERS

39

U. S. Gunboat No. 9, 1 August 1804 t o 14 July 1806
Ordered t o be built a t Hampton-- _ - - - - - _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - -21 Decr 1803. Launched------------------ab!------------------1 August1804.Sailed for Medv - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 8 May 1805.
Arrived at Gibraltar 5 June.
Arrived at Syracuse between 8th & gt!3 July.
Off Tunis with the Squadron Augt 1805.
Returned t o Syracuse and there wintered.
Returned home & arrived a t Charleston S. C. July 14. 1806. Laid up in Ordinary under charge of Lieu* C. Gadsden. -

-

Commission & warrant oflcers. -

I
I

station
Commdr
1. Officer
2@Officer

1

Names
Ralph Izard. George S. Hackley (Died in Mediterranean)
William M~Intosh.
Josb H. Barryrnore. Acting.

-

U. S. Gunboat h70.3, 3 December 1801 to 19 July 1806
Contracted t o be built a t Phila*. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

31 Jut? 1804
Launched . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3 Decr.
"
Sailed for New York - - - - - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
May 1 1805.
Went t o Sea 14 May 1805
Arrived a t Gibraltar.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
14 June
Arrived a t Syracuse between 8 & 9 July With the Squadron Off Tunis Augl 1805.
Returned t o Syracuse and wintered there.
Returned t o United States B arrived a t Charleston S. C 19 July 1806.
Laid u p in Ordinary under charge of Lieutt C. Gsdsden. Commissioned & warrant oficers. -

Comrndr

I

Sarnes

i
Lt JOSJ hIaxwell (Died in the .Mediterranean)
H. Magrath. Samuel Woodhouse.
Tho? C. bfagruder.
n'm B. Thompson Acting
Elliot Smith
do

Comm?
2QOfficer
Boats4
Gunner

G. S. Gunboat Xo. 4.5 March 1805 to 1 A u y s t 1806
Ordered t.o be built a t Washington_-- - - - _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - 28 June 1804
Launched-----_-------------------------5 March 1805.
Sailed for Hamyton roads
Arrived 23e April.
Wentto
15 May 1805.
Arrived a t Gibraltar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
21 June
"
Arrived a t Syracuse between 8th & St4 - - - - - - - - - - - _ - _ _ - -July With the Squadron Off Tunis August 1805.
Returned t o Syracuse & wintered there.
Returned t o U. States and arrived a t Charleston S. C. Juljr 19. 1806.
Arrived at Xorfolk Aug* 1. 1806. Laid u p in Ordinary under charge of Lieu* A. Sinclair. Conlmission and warrant oficers. antion

1

Commdr
24

Officer

Mids~

,

.

Names

John Wenley Lieu$
Winlock Clarke. - (To the Constiluiion.)
Jnv R. Leaycraft. -
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U. S. Gunboat No. 6, 1 September 1804 to 30 July 1806
Contracted to be built a t B a l t .~. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1 Sept? 1804.

Launched
Sailed for Hampton Roads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1 May 1805 - Arrived
Wentto S e a _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 15 "
.Arrived a t Gibraltar- - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
14 June . Arrived a t Syracuse between 8tb & 9 July. With the Squadron before Tunis Augt 1805.
Returned to Syracuse & wintered there.
Returned to U. States, and arrived a t Charleston 8. C July 21. 1806. Arrived a t Gosport abt July 30. 1806.
Laid up in Ordinary under charge of Lieu$ A. Sinclair. -

Commission and warrant oficers.
I

Station
Commdr.

24 Officer

Mids~

Kames
Lieu+Alex? C. Harrison
John M~Lean M. Mate (27 Apl 1805)
Andrew Stuart (To the Siren)
Jacob Hite

U. S. Gunboat No. 6, Lieutenant James Lawrence, U. S. n'avy, commanding;
3 February 1805 to 20 August 1806
Contracted for a t n'ew York- - - - - - _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 11 Augt 1804
hunched-------------------------------..
3 Febr 1805.
Sailed for Mediterranean.. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ - _ - - - - - _
_ ._ _ - - 14 May 1805.
Arrived Gibraltar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
14 June Arrived a t Syracuse between 8'4- & 9 t h July. With the Squadron before Tunis Augt 1805.
Returned to Syracuse and wintered there.
Returned to U. S. and arrived a t Charleston S. C. July 16, 1806.
Arrived a t New York August 34 1806.
Ordered to be kept ready to receive Her Crew Augt 20. 1806. under charge of Lieutt Jon* Thorn. -

.

U. S. Gunboat N Q 7. -

Contracted for a t New York - _ _ _ _ - - _ _ - _ - _ - _ - - - 11
- - -Augt
1804.
Launched. - - - - - - - - - - _ - _ - - _ _ _ _ -8 -Febv
--.
1805
----------Sailed for Mediterranean- - . - - - - - - - - - - - -14
-May
--1805;
----on the 20tP sprung the mast
30 " "
Returned back to N. York . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sailed again . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - 20 June "
Never heard of afterwards: Supposed to have foundered.

Commission and warrant oflcers.
Station.

Names
-

Commdr
24 Officer.

Lieu$ Peter S. Ogilvie.
Philip H Brooke Midsn
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U. S. Gunboat No. 8, 24 April 1805 to 20 A u y s t 1806
Contracted for a t Boston .........................
1 Septz 1804
h u n c h e d- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 24 April 1805.
Sailed for the Mediterranean . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4 May < ' .
Arrived a t Gibraltar 5th June .
Arrived a t Syracuse between 8th & 9th July. With the Squadron before Tunis Augt 1805.
Returned to Syracuse & wintered there. Returned to U. States & arrived a t Charleston S. C. July 16. 1806.
Arrived a t New York August 2. 1806.
Ordered to be ke t read t o receive a Crew Augi 20. 1806.
Uoder charge of Eieutt An* Thorn. Commission & warrant oficers. -

Station
Commdr

Names
Lieut Nathl Harnden

U. S. Gunboat Aro. 9, 4 March 1805 to 22 July 1806

Contracted to be built a t Charleston, S. C .--------------7 Augt 1804.
L a u n c h e d . - - - - - - - - - _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 March 1805.
"
Sailed for the Mediterranean - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 8 May
Arrived at Gibraltar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
7 June
''
Arrived a t Syracuse between 8*h 8: 9th July. With the Squadron before Tunis Augt 1806. Returned to Syracuse and wintered there.
Returned to U. States & arrived a t Charleston S. C July 22. 1806.
Laid up in Ordinary under charge of Lieutr C. Gabden.
Commission and warrant oficers.

Station

Names
Lieut Samuel Elbert.
Lt Magrath passenger
Walter Boyd (came home under arrest)
Joseph Schoolfield.

Commdr
2 d Officer
S. Mate

U. S. Gunboat No. 10, 8 April 1805 to 2 August 1806
Ordered to be built a t Navy Yard- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 28 June 1804. L a u n c h e d . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 8 April1805.
Sailed for Hampton Roads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Arrived
Wentto S e a - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ _ _ - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 15 May 1805.Arrived a t Gibraltar - - - - - - - - - - - - . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -16
- -June. Amved a t Syracuse between 8'h & 9 July. With the Squadron before Tunis Augt 1805. Wintered a t Syracuse Returned to U. S. & arrived a t Charleston S. C, July 24. 1806.
Arrived st Norfolk Aug* 2. 1806.
Laid up in Ordinary, under charge of Lieutt A. Sinclair. -

Commission and loarrant o&cem
Station

!

Names
Lieu$ Seth Cartee.

Lieu$A. Sinclair.

(Died in Mediterranean.)
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The U. S. Bomb Ketch the Spitfire, 25 April 1805 t o 3 August 1806
Purchased by Comrq Preble a t Boston & put in Commission April 25. 1805 Sailed from Boston June 236 1805. Arrived a t Syracuse
ArrS a t Hampton 3d Aug 118106
Commission and warrant oficers.I

Kames
Daniel MvNeill jr - (Returned home in a
Merchant Vessel.)
Theodore Hunt
Ja? McGlauhon
Turner MoGlauhon The U. S. Bomb Ketch The Vengeance, 25 April 1805 to 20 August 1806
Purchased by Cornre Preble & put in Commission Boston April 25, 1805. Sailed from Boston, June 19 - 1805.
Arrived a t [Charleston] S. C July 19 [I8106
Kew Yk
Augt 4 118106
Ordd t o be kept ready for a Crew 20 Augt 118106
Under charge of Lt Jon* Thorn
Commission and warrant oficers. -

-

Names

tW Lewis
Benjamin Smith
Gervas Clifton
William Carter jr
Simon Smith (Died on homeward passage.)
U. S. Schooner Nautilus, 22 May 1805 to 3 September 1805
May 22. 1805, One of Com. Rodgers's Squadron. Malta from Coast of Derne
May 25. Tripoli 31. - Sailed June 3d Malta 5. Sailed 11th - Messina 14:
Sailed July 14: Malta 15. Sd 23d Tunis Bay Augt 1. t o Sepr 34 when affairs
being adjusted with Tunis, the Nautilus sailed.
Commission and warrant oficers
Station

Sr Master
Surgeon
Purser
Btswn
Gunner
Carptr
St Maker.

1

Names
Samuel Evans esqr [from the Hornet]
Oliver H. Perry [to the Essez]
John Shattuck
William Duncanson
William Miller
Gersham R. Jacques
James R. Wilson [from the Constitution]
John Mitchell Acting
James Pinkerton
Peter Holt
John B. Cheshire [from the John Adamsl
Horatio S. Sprigg
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[It is assumed that the person or persons who prepared the foregoing compilations had access t o the records of the Navy Department, and that, therefore,
their inclusion in this volume of ATaval Documents is justified. However, i t is
known that there are many discrepancies and inaccuracies contained in them,
and it is suggested that they be used more as guides to document,^ or data, than
as statements of authenticated facts.]
[NDA. Ships' Service 1801-1809.1
Extract from journel kept on board U. S. Brig Argus, Master Commandant Isaac
Hull,U.S. Navy, commanding, 22 May 1805
[Derne] Commences a-ith strong gales and heavy sea from Korth? and West4
wriding a t single anchor with a whole cable out Pitching very heavy - At 4
hard gales and a heavy sea At Sundown a little more moderate ordered the Topsails and fore Topmast stay
sail handed with Yarns Partly cut to be ready for Looseing instantly in case the
Cable should part - Kept hands in the Tops ready to make sail being Very near
the shore and but very little room in case she Took the rong way in Parting
A t 12 hard gales and Clear weather
At Sunrise rather more moderate but too much wind and sea to send abote on
shore ship roleing Very heavy thesea Comeing More t o the North? than the
wind Se nothing of the Enemy this day nor have I been able to hear from Lfr Eaton At 12 strong gales and Clear the sea not so High as in the morning [NYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]

-

--

Extract from journal of Surgeon Jonathan Cowdery, U. S. Navy, 22 l a y 1805
[Tripoli] I was informed, that, in a letter which the Bashaw received the
evening before, i t was stated that Hassan Bey and his army m-ere taken in Derne,
by the Americans and Sadi Hamet, the Ex-Bashaw. I was desired not to mention
it, because i t was a great secret; and the Rashaw did not wish to let his people
know it. I was also informed that the Bashaw called a council of his chiefs, and
proposed to put all the American prisoners to death, but it was agreed to postpone
this measure for that time.
[LC. Rare Books, American Captives in Tripoli or Dr. Cowdery's J o u r d ,
Boston, 1806.1
Extract from journal of William Eaton, U. S. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies,
Wednesday, 22 May 1805
[Derne] An Arab chief who had been chained as a hostage with the enemy to
insure the fidelitj- of his troops escaped to us. - Says the Arabs absolutely refuse
t o risk another assault on the town. - He promises t o bring his people t o the
number of eighty over t o the Bashaw. We want nothing but cash to break up our eneltry's camp m'thout $ring another
shot -I
[H. E. H u n t i n g t p L&AG.]
To Captain Samuel Berron, U. S. Nary, from Captain Hugb G. Campbell, U. 6.
Navy
TUNISBAY
89P N a y 1806
SIR I have to inform you that I anchor'd here the 2 1 s t a t 3 P. RI. the Vken in
Company,and a t 2 P. M. the following day had an intrerviewnithhlr Davis on board
the Constellation, who informd me that the Bashan- continues friendly, though
comp1ain:d of outra es committed by our Squadron, the recent Captures made
by the Blockading $us&on OR. Tripoli has not been mentioned by the Bey:
which silence on his part afford strong grounds for beleiving them to be Tripolines,
however tho affair is in a proper train and will undergo a fair and canded Investigation in the course of three days, I much regret this unavoidable delay the
Weather being Such aa to prevent Mc Davis leaving the Ship untill this moment
fa past 12 P. M. tomorrow being Friday 8: their Sunday Nothing can be done, on
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Saturday M\.lrDavis expects t o have audience & on Sunday a full explanation of
the Affair, which will prevent my leaving this place ere Monday Morning Mr
Davis having prepar? Dispatches for yourself & Col? Lear, & chartered a Vessel
for the purpose of carrying them t o Malta. I have thought proper to dispatch
the V u e n With them it being the opinion of Mr Davis & myself that they merit
some consideration - A war I do not apprehend nor do I beleive he wishes i t
his cruisers are all hau1l.d up and not one to be seen a t Anchor The late visit of the Neapolitan Squadron 1 am informed is the came of this
great precaution [LC. JRP, Vol. 1, hfarch, 1791-Dec. 1814.1
To Captain Samuel Bsrron, U. S. Navy, Malta, from George Davis, U. 6. Charge
d'Affaires, Tunis
ON BOARDTHE U: S: BRIO Vizen
(Under way in) Tunis Bay May 234 1806
SIR by the return of the U: S: Brig Vizen C a p 0 Smith, (whom Capt Campbell
has advised to depart immediately with my dispatches of the 9'4 Inst:) I have the
honor to accuse [sic] the reciept of your favours of the 30th April & 13% of May
wholly ignorant as I presume the Bey is, of the capture of these Vessels, I am
unable to offer an opinion a t this moment on the probable issue an extension of our Clemency to this Regency would be construed into pussilanimity; and any hopes which we might give the Bey, of a restoration of the captured
Vessels, would not only destroy the effect of a Blockade, in setting such an unhappy precedent; but would involve us materially with all Neutrals, who have
sustained any losses by us, under similar circumstances -in a word we have more to
hope from this Regency, by a firm and decisive conduct, than in an extension of
our Generosity - I shall enter fully into your views, and endeavour to act with
as much dzscretion and Firmness, as if yourself were present I need not add any thing, on the happy opening that now presents itself for the
final arangement of our affairs with these States; nor add how essentially necessary it is to receive a speedy answer, particularly in my present position - Could
the Brig return return with your advises on this subject, it would aid me much
in the final arangement of the points in question P: S: should any thing of moment transpire, the Constellation will depart
immediately. [Mrs. James S. Barron Col. NDA photostat.]

-

To Tobias Lear, U. 8. Consul General, Algiers, from George Davis, U. 6. ChargB
d'Affaires, Tunis
ON BOARD
THE U: S: BRIG Vuen
(COPY)
Tunis Bay May E S Q 1806
red 6th June 1806.SIR - I had the pleasure to receive last Evening from Capt. Campbell your
polite favours of the 24th April & 15th May to which I shall reply fully by the return
of the Constellation. I wss not only ignorant of the Capture of the Vessels, mentioned in your last communication, but from his Excellency's s p n c e on the Subject,
must suppose that it has never been committed to him. The Blockade o j Tripoli,
has never been recognised by the Bey of Tunis, as you will observe from a recurrence
to my former letters. I hope that these difficulties may be twanged, without an
immediate rupture; but I am certainly of the opinion, that the Vessels, should not
be returned; nor any hopes of the kind offer'd to the Bey
the conduct of this
Govl towards us, our national honor, dignity, and good faith, with other nations,
demand that this point should be firmly established - whatevcr may be the issue,
my conduct shall be as conformable to your advice, as circumstances will permit. - The Vessel which waa to have taken my dispatches of the 9tC has twice
s rung a Leak Capt. Campbell has recommended the immediate departure of the
rig with
. them - if she could return with some answer, it would aid me much in
the final discussion of the affair in question
should you resolve to accept the
invitation to a Negociation here (which I promise you will be more favorable than
you can have anticipated) Derne if in our possession ought certainly to be held a
few weeks.
[NA. SDA. Algiers, Vol. 7, Part 1, 18041805.1

-

d'.

-

-
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Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus, Master Commendant Isaac
Hull, U. 8. Navy, commanding, 23 May 1805
[Derne] Commences with fresh gales and a heavy Sea seting on shore
At 4 more moderate the wind Veering more to the Westward At 6 more moderttte a signel was made a t the fort for Provisions answered the
signel, but fearing the surf run to high to Land without being in danger of Looseing
the bote did not think proper to send her At 12 a t night Pleasant weather the se geting smooath Very fast - At day
light hoisted out the Launch and sent her onshore with Provisions hove in slack
Cable found it Very badly Chafed about forty fathoms from the anchor - At 7
the Launch returned At ?-$ Past 7 a signel was made a t the fort for the men t o
assist in djging the entrenchment sent men on shore - At 9 Launch returned
bringing Mr Eaton was informed by him that all was quiet on shore
that the
Enemy had determind to attack the town this morning but the arabs would not
come forward to assist them - At 12 Moderate -several men on shore a t work
[NYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]

-

-

-

Extract from journal of Surgeon Jonathan Cowdery, U. S. Navy, 25 May 1805
[Tripoli] Twenty five of our men were sent with a cart for timber into the
country. The wind from tho desart was very heavy and hot. The men almost
perished in the sand, which flew and drifted like a snow storm in our country.
They stopped through fatigue, and asked their driver, who was a Turk, for liberty
to drink a t a well which was near them. The Turk replied, that they were Romo
kelps, Christian dogs, and said they should have no water. He gave them all a
severe beating with a large club, which he always carried with him to drive them
with, and made them go on with the cart, which the poor fellows had to drag,
loaded with timber, through the burning sand. They returned towards night
almost perished.
[LC. Rare Books, American Captives i n Tripoli or Dr. Cowdo-g'a Journal,
Boston, 1806.1
Extract from journal of William Eaton, U. S. navy Agent for the Barbary
Regencies, 23 May 1805
Hassien Bey, the Commander in chief of the enemys forces, has, offered by
private insinuation for my head Six thousand dollars, and double the sum for me
a prisoner; 8: 30 pr head for Christians Why don't he come and take it?
5 oclock p.m. Overwhelmed with the scirroc, or hot wind of the Desert.
It came in a hurricane and brought with it a column of heated dust, which resembled the smoke of a conflagration, and turned the sun in appearance t o
melted copper; - swept every thing to the ground that had life; - and filled every
thing with a hot, subtile sand, or rather powder. - We were distressed for
breath: - the lungs contracted: - blood heated like a fever:
and a relaxing
perspiration covered the surface of the body. I t lasted S/4 of an hour. [H. E. Huntington L&AG, EA 206.1

-

Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. 6. Navy, U. S. Brig Viren,
Master Commandant John Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding, Thursday, 25 May
1806
This morning pleasant, we weighed one of our anchors and at half past nine
o'clock weighed the other and sailed around in the Bay. Consul Davis and C a p
tain Camel came on board and we then steered in nearer the Town. We stood
off and on until 3 o'clock P. M.,when Capt. Smlth and Consul Davis went on
shore. Capt. Smith immediately returned on board and had the company of
Capt. Camel to dine with him. After dinner about 4 o'clock P. M. Capt, Camel
went on board his own ship and we steered for t o find the Commodore with
dispatches to him. Fair wind for Syracuse or Malta. Served Butter, Cheese,
Molasses for Friday, 10 of our cheeses weigh 30 Ibs nearly.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
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To Captain Edward Preble, U. 6. Navy, from John Beekman, Navy Agent, New
York, N. Y.
NEW YORK24th Alay 1805 SIR, I am favored with your letters of the 16th & 19% Inst? the 13 Inch Shells
I have written for t o Major Flemming of West Point by the request of Genl
Stepens who supposes he has them, I have requested him to let me know by the
return of Mail. - I have Seen Mr Sheffield, he can git the two Fishing Smacks
if you let me know in time, they will want a tite Bottom & some other work
done and some Small Rigging.
they are about 30 tons each[LC. EPP, Vol. 14, 1804-1805.1

-

Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus, Master Commandant Isaac
Hull,U. S. Navy, commanding, 24 May 1805
[Derne] Commences light winds from the Northd and East@and pleasant
weather - At 1 sent 16 men on shore to assist in diging the Intrenchment At 3 M r Eaton went on shore - Kept the Launch Constantly going off and
on with a number of men in her to make the Enemy believe that we were Landing a run [?] for the battery At Sundown light airs Launch Came off leaveing
Mr Peck and Mr Doneldson [Danielson] on shore was informed that they had
gone out on a scouting Party with Mr Eaton t o se how the Enemies Camps were
situated - Sent Jolly bote on shore for them with orders t o bring them off
Immedeately - At 8 Jolly bote returned with Mr Peck and MI: Doneldson was informed by them that they had been in sight of the Enimyes Camp that
they were about three mils back of the hill
At 12 a t night moderate and Clear- At 1 a fresh gale off the Land At 2 a heavy gale Round yards t o the wind and Veered Cable - a t 3 Let go
starboard anchor At day light hard gales off the land and with Very warm flows and large quantyes
of dust blown onboard - At 10 hard gales Veered twenty fathoms of both
Cables hoisted in the Launch At 12 a hard gale of wind off the Land with Very warm flows and large Quantyes
they
of dust blowing onboard Carpenters Employed in Caulking water ways
being very [sic] [NYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]

-

Extract from journal of Surgeon Jonathan Cowdery, U. S. Navy, 24 May 1806
[Tripoli] At night the Bashaw dispatched a boat with powder, musket balls
and money for his troops, who were collecting to oppose the approach of his
brother Hamet, the Ex-Bashaw. The eldest son of Hamet, was confined in the
castle by order of the present Bashaw. The Bashaw was so much agitated a t
the news of the approach of his brother, that he this day declared, that if it was
in his power now to make peace and give up the American prisoners, he would gladly
do it, without the consideration of money. His funds were so low, that his
steward run in debt for the supply of the kitchen. He gave his mamelukes
and domesticks, and myself, but one meal per day. - The rich Turks in town
took turns in supplying his few troops. He heartily repented for not accepting
the terms of peace last offered by our country.
[LC. Rare Books, American Captives in Tripoli or Dr. Cowdery's Journal,
Boston, 1806.1
To Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy, from Captain Samuel Barron, U. 6. Navy
MALTA85 May 1805.
SIR! The V k e n came in here about an hour since from Tunis. The importance
of the Communications which she brings induces me t o dispatch her for the
Coast of Tripoli immediately. I inclose you Copy of the Copy of a very interesting communication to Colo: Lear from Mr Davis, the original of which is in
the hands of Captain Smith.
The Essez sailed yesterday Morning for the
station with a Letter resigning t o you the Command of the Squadron, & conveying
the Consul General, who I hope 'ere this has communicated his intentions t o
you; the substance of this da '8 intelligence will prove highly propitious to the
great object of his Visit, angindeed every circumstance seems to conspire to
make the present moment favorable for the attainment of an honorable advantageous & durable peace. - I beg leave to add my sincere Wishes for your

-
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success, & to assure you that as far as my debilitated state will permit I shall continue to watch over such of our Concerns as may require prompt attention until
we meet.
Inclosed is a Letter for M? Davis which after perusal be pleased to seal. [ S A . Sen. 9 B - B 6, Pres. Message, Jan. 1806.1
To Master Commandant John Smith, U. S. Navy, from Captain Samuel Bsrron,
U. S. Navy
MALTA2s May 1805.
SIR YOUare hereby directed t o proceed immediately with the U. S. Brig Vizen
under your Command, to the station off Tripoli and deliver the accompanying
Letters to Capt: John Rodgers of the Constitution frigate whose Orders you will
in future receive and obey as Commander in chief of the Squadron of the U. States
in consequence of my resignation. In case of not falling in with the Conslitution,
you will deliver said Letters to the senior Officer on the Station, & receive his
Instructions. The importance of the Service which is known to you, will point out sufficiently
the necessity for Dispatch [NA. Sen. 9 B - B 6, Pres. Message, Jan. 1806.1
To Master Commandant John H. Dent, U. S. Navy, U. S. Schooner Naufilw, from
Captain Samuel Banon, IT. S. Navg
MALTA25'9 May 1806.
SIR After sending your Indents on shore you are directed to proceed immediately for Syracuse and there place pour sick and wounded in the Hospital provided
you obtain pratique if not you will endeavour with the assistance of M r Dyson to
charter some Vessel for their reception - This being done you will return t o
this Island and as your return as speedily as possible is a matter of great importance
I am persuaded you will avoid all unnecessary delay
[NHF. Dent's LB, 1803-1810.1
Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argrts, Master Commandant Isaac
Hull,U. S. Navy, commanding, 25 May 1805
[Derne] Commences with hard gales off the Land At 4 More Moderate the
wind Veering to the Weststd A t 5 the n-ind shifted in a Squall from S mi to W N W
blowing Very heavy Veered on the starboard Cable and hove in the Larboard
on[e] At
Past 5 nearly Calm Sent the Jolly bote on shore to se if Mr Eaton
had any thing new from the Enemy. hove up the larbd Anchor found the stock
Very much bent ordered the forge up to straighten it At Sundonm I see about an
hundred of the Enemy on the Hill back of the Town - the Jolly bote returned
nothing new from hlr Eaton At 8 Light airs Armourers straightening the anchor stock
At 9 a strong breaze off the Land veered 70 fathoms Cable fresh breazes
off the Land At Past 2 Am the wind shifted Very sudden from Southd t o N W
and blew hard Veered out the remainder of the Cable and Made the Ende fast
to the Capstern on Deck A put on slip Buoys & got ready for sliping At day light more moderate
At M Pat 8 a signel was made st the fort for
Men to assist di 'ng the entrenchment and building walls Sent a botes &ew on shore - At 12 light breazes from the West4
[KYRS. Naval History Sec., Argua.]

-

-

Extract from journal of W i i a m Eaton, U.S. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies,
Saturday, 25 May 1805
[Derne] The Scirroc %?nd blew in a gale from the south west all day. - So
piercing was the heat that the white pine boards of our folding table and book
coverings in our tents warped as if before a close fire. - The heated dust penetrated every thing through our garments; - and indeed seemed t o choak the
It had a singular effect on my wound, giving it the painful
pores of the skin.
sensations of a fresh burn.
The skin, after perspiration became dry and
Water standing in tumblers
parched and the lungs compressed and inflamed.
in a few minutes became heated to such a degree as not to be borne in the hand -

-

-

-
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and even stones, naturally cold, were so hot that the soldiers were obliged to
suspend labor a t the trenches.
[H. E. Huntington M A G , EA 206.1
Extract from journal of Eezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. 6. Navy, U. S. Brig Vixen.
Master Commandant John Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding, Saturday, 25 May
1805
This day a t 8 o'clock A. M. we anchored in Malta harbour and quarantined for
2 days, Capt. Smith on shore a t the quarantine ground and received dispatches
and then returned on board. We fired a gun and loosed sails, weighed anchorand
got under way, the wind blowing fresh into the harbour. Saw a schooner which
we took to be an American. We then put about and stood in and came to anchor.
We made a signal which was answered and found her to be the U. S. S. Nautilus.
Capt. Smith and Capt. Dent went on shore a t the quarantine ground, and Capt.
Smith sent off word to be ready for weighing anchor as soon as he should come on
board. Capt. Smith came on board soon after and Capt. Dent, who dined on
board. The messenger put below. I sent on board the Nautilus 4 bbls Beef, 4
bbls Pork, 500 Ibs Bread in 8 bags, and 1 Firkin Butter. At 12 o'clock a t night
9
for Syracuse, and we
we got underway and likewise the Nautilzls who m - ~ bound
were bound t o Tripoli with dispatches to Commodore Ro[d]gers.
[LF. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, and Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General,
Algiers, from George Davis, U. S. Charge d'Affaires, Tunis
TUNIS&lay 2Fth 1805 SIR I had the honor to accuse \sic] on the 234 Instant the receipt of your dispatches by the U States Frigate Constellation and offered my opinion on the
position we should take, & hold at all hazards - relative to the Vessels detaind
by the Constitution - On a recurrence to your communications, I found how
much stress you justly laid on the preservation of the Peace, and particularly of
what moment i t was t o avoid a rupture a t this instant, when all our forces should
be otherwise occupied - Two difficulties equally formidable presented themselves - Should the Vessel captured prove to be a Tunisian, notwithstanding
the irregularity of her papers, the attempt to violate the blockade &$ &P, she still
would be reclaimed by the Bey; and consequently the communication of having
captured his vessels, would come particularly awkward from me, unless it was t o
offer an Apology for the same, should she be a Tripolina, with a Tunisian Rais,
and we express any doubts of the facts, (as was implied in permitting the Crew to
remain a t the Lazaretto) an arrangement could readily have been made between
the Vikil of Tripoli & Bey, and the vessel in such case, would be a9 strenuously
defended ss if really Tunisian property - (witness, the conduct of the Dey of
Algiers t o all the Christian Powers, during the Venetian War with Tunis) the
difficulty was not in the defence of act, but in the manner in which it should be
communicated
It wss to support the right of Capture, make Known the firm
intentions of the Commodore, demand that the blockade should be recognised and avoid a t the same time any language which might tend to produce immediate
hostilities On my amval a t Tunis from on board the Frigate (the evening of the 23G)
was made relative to the vessel which took the passport for March 1804 enqui?;
I foun that she had returnd from her Cruize sometime in May of the same yearThat the Rais Ali Ben Amour, had left her, and the Command since given
t o the Rais Hassien Bon Ali
that she saild from Monaster some time during
the last Month with my Pasport bearing date April 6% 1805 (to wit for a Hebec
of 10 Guns, 50 Men, Rais EIassien Bon Ali owned by Sidi Hadga Hassien Norra)
and also, that the Tripoline Cruizer which was in Sousa in March last, corresponds
exactly with the Vessel captured in regard to her construction, number of Guns,
& Men
so that there was every reason t o believe, your suspicions were well

-

-

-

.-..---On the 24Q sent a message to the Sapatapa, informing that I should wait on

fn~mrlorl

him a t 9 OClock. as I had something of moment to Communicate ( I t being fridav.
the day on which public business isvnot generally transacted) He receivgd me in
his own apartment; and after conversing sufficiently on indifferent subjects, I
thus addressed him -

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

A recent act of outrage and Insolence on the part of a Tunisian Rais, has
produced those Consequences, which call for a final decision of the points in
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question, It has forced us to take those vigorous measures, which might have
been avoided - but once taken we are never to recede from them
A
Tunisian Rais, commanding a Hebec, with my Pasport having two Prizera,
attempted to enter the Port of Tripoli on the 24 Ulq [April], acknowledged
that he khew the Port to be blockaded; but that our force would not prevent
him from making the attempt - The Hebec was in consequence taken, and
with her Prizes sent to Malta for adjudication, on examination she proves to
be the Tripolitan Corsair that was a t Sousa; as the Hebec for which his
Passport was iven saild from this place on the 13t4 Ul? Commanded by the
Rais ~ a n s i e n s e nAli The circumstance to be particularly noticed is, that
she was Captured as a Tunisian from the daring & Insolent attempt to
violate the blockade, & had she have proved to be unequivocally Tunisian
property, i t was equally the fixed intention of the Commodore not to release
her, without express orders to that effect, from his Goverment - Such a
circumstance, could not have faild to produce the warmest reproaches from
the Bey, & possibly a Declaration of War; but still these are evils that must
enevitably arrive, unless the blockade be recognized by the Bey, & strict
orders given to his Subjects to respect i t - i t only rests for me to add, that
His Excellency the Beys recent menaces, have excited a just coldness in the
breast of the Commodore, & a consequent discontent with me - If His
Excell? haa causes of Complaint against my Goverment or pretentions on it,
let them be stated, with a request that a decisive answer may be immediately
given - or if those Complaints arise from any discontent with me, His
Excellency has only t o mske i t Known, & a speedy remedy will be found Sapatapa "I have listend with attention to all you have said, and acknowledge that most of your remarks are just, particularly those which relate to a
reconcilement - You shall see, whether I will give to them, that force you
*
*
*
*
*
*
request"

-

(Here follows a voluminous account of Mr. Davis' diplomatic conversations and negotiations.]

[LC. JRP, L Bk B, May 1805-July 1806.1
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. 8. Navy, from Midshipman Charles L. Bidgely,
U. S. Navy
CITADELMES~INA
26 May 1805.
SIR! The Congress frigate Captain Decatur sailed from this place on the 6 of
the present Month on which day I left the frigate & n-as confined in the Citadel
of Messina; my confinement is not very close, having permission to walk thro'
the Citadel two or three hours every day - The Governor had written to
Palermo, to know what Tribunal was to take Cognizance of my Offence; (there
bein two Tribunals, the one civil, the other military) from Palermo they referred
to P$sples, & receivd an Answer Today, that the military Court will decide the
affair. - Mr Broadbent intends Waiting on the Judge today, to know whether
he w i l l admit me to bail, & to expedite the business as much as possible. - I
shall make use of everything in my power to get the affair settled as expeditiously
as possible, but it is impossible to say when i t will be settled, these Sicilians having
a great deal of form in all their transactions. - Kith pleasure I inform you of the
active part Ms Broadbent has taken in my affair, & it is to him I am indebted for
the lenity I receive in my Confinement. I Em in hopes to be able to leave Messina In the course of t ~ oro three Weeks,
& will make all haste to put myself once more under your Command, and shall
endeavor to make my Conduct for the future deserving of your Approbation. [NDA. Captain's LB, Vo1. 2, 1805.1
To Captain John Bodgers, U. 6. Navy, from Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy
MALTASunday Evening
May 86, 1806, 8 oClock P. M.
Sir A few hours after the Departure of the Brig Vixen for the station off Tripoli,
the Ceres Store Ship arriv9dhere fm America. the importance of the Intelligence
which she brings determines me to send a Sperronar express to the Squadron with
Copies of the Dispatches from the Navy Department
I also transmit the
Copy of a Letter from Cons4 Simpson a t Tangier, which will inform you of the
situation of our affairs with Morocco. - I have directed Mr Rodgers Midship
man, to proceed with these Letters and to use all possible Dispatch.
[NA. Sen. 9 B B 6, Pres. Message, Jan. 1806.1

-

-
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Extract from journal kept on board U. 6. Brig Argus, Master Commandant Isaac
Hull, U. S. Navy, commanding, 26 May 1805
[Derne] Commences with moderate breazes from the W N W and Pleasant
weather At % Past 12 MI Eaton Came off in the Launch - At 3 Past 1 sent the Launch
on shore with 16 Men t o work a t the fort At 2 fresh breezes sent the Jolly bote
on shore with hfr Eaton At sundown Launch bore off with the Men sent on shore to work - At 7
fresh breazes hoisted in the Launch At 12 a t night fresh breazes and Clear At daylight strong gales from the West4 Could not send a bote on shore - At
% Past 11 more moderate hoisted out the launch and sent her on shore - At
12 fresh gales launch on shore
[NYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]
Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Constitution, Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
commanding, Sunday, 26 May 1805
[Off Tripoli since 11 May 1805.1 At % past 5 [A. M.] discoverd a sail to the
Southward, Made sail in chace
At 8 Made the signal of the day to the Strange Sail a t % past 8 spoke the
Essez. Consul Leer and Cap$. Barron came on board.
The President and Essez in company
At Meredian fresh breezes and pleasant Weather, Capt Rogers Colonel Lear &
C a ~ Barron
r
Left the s h i ~and went on board the Essex the town of Tripoli
beiring south 5 miles
Latitude Observed 33'00' N.
[USNA.]
Extract from journal of Surgeon Jonathan Cowdery, U. S. Navy, 26 May 1805
[Tripoli] Three frigates in sight. At about 11, A. M. the smallest came near
in, and hoisted the banners of peace. The Bashaw asked his head men of the
town, who were with him in his gallery, whether it m7a.3 best to hoist his white
flag. All except one, the charge de affairs for Algiers, declared in favour of it,
and of making peace if possible. They expressed great contempt towards the
Algerine consul for his advice, and said that whoever would advise the Bashaw
not t o hoist the white flag a t such a critical moment must be his foe and not his
friend. The Algerine soon disappeared and left the castle. The Spanish consul
soon after came to the castle; and the Bashaw sent him in one of his handsome
boats, with Shous Hammad to the frigate. They returned a t evening with the
joyful news of a prospect of peace. There was a visible change, from gloominess
to joy, in the countenance of all the Turks.
[LC. Rare Books, American Captives i n Tripoli or Dr. Cowdery's Journal,
Boston, 1806.1
Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. 6. Navy, on board
U.S. Frigate President, Master Commandant George Cox, U.S. Navy, commanding,
Sunday, 26 May 1805
6 Saw a Sail bearing. S. W.
7 Saw a Strange Sail W f/2 S. made all sail in chase.
8 Shortened Sail and hove too under the lea of the Constitution the U. S. Frigate
Essez being in Company.
10 Made sail to keep company.
Tripoli S +4 E. 4 leagues.
Latitude Observed 33'1' N.
[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]
To Captain Edward Preble, U. S. Navy, from Sailing Master Nathaniel Haraden,
U. S. Navy
GUNBOATNO.8, at sea, lat. 57, N . lon, 16, 20, w.
May 27, 1806.
SIR - The day I sailed from Boston, (4th May) we had strong S. W. winds.
In crossing the Gulph Stream, the wind blew hard from the N. N. W. - we did
not, however, ship much water. On the 13th and 14th inst we experienced a
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very heavy gale of wind from the ?K N W towards the close of which we had s
succession of as heavy squalls as I have experienced for many years. Severd
times we bore up and scudded before the st,orm; the boat behaved m-ell, and I
pronounce her perfectly safe to cross the Atlantic. While scudding in the height
in the gale, a sea struck and broached us to, owing to the carelessness of the man
at helm. Our storm square sail was spljt, and blown to a t o m , and our top sail
yard, which we lashed on deck, was by the force of the sea broken into three
pieces; we then set the storm foresail and made very good weather. With the
w-ind a little free, we sail 8 miles per hour. I am with the greatest respect, your
humble servant,
[NDA. Captain's LB, Vol. 2, 1805.1

[27 May 18051
Certificate regarding Bernardo Somerville of Genoa
I certify that Bernardo Somerville native of Genoa a Private in Capt Selims
compr of Artu, was sent to the U. 8. Hospital a t t.his place, May 27th 1805, with
a Gun hot wound in the Calf of his leg, which will render him incapable of getting
his living by labour for some months.
E. CUTBUSH
Surg: Hospl
SYRACUSEAugust 6th 1805.
E. Huntington L&AG. EA184.1

m.

Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus, Master Commandant Isaac
Hull, U. S. Navy, commanding, 27 May 1805
[Derne] Commences with moderate breazes and Clear Launch on shore with
men to work a t fort At sundown Pleasant
At 9 fired a gun for the Launch t o come of[f] she haveing stayed longer than
was Expected At 10 fort made a signel that they were apprehensive of an attack sent the
Launch on shore to se what the alarm was - At 11 the Launch returned the
officer was informed by Mr Eaton that they had received information from the
Camp - that thev were determined to attack the Town that Evening-Knowing
that the guns of ihe Brig could do them no I n j u r y i n the night as we could not
se the Enimy Consequently would be as likely to fire upon our friends as them
At 12 all quiet e x c e ~ the
t
fireing of the guards in town fired a 12 Pounder t o
alarm the Enemy should they be near At day light sent the Launch on shore with men to work - from day light till
12 moderate breazes botes employed Carrying on shore Provisions for the fort
and men to assist them i n ditching At 12 Jolly bote Came off bringing an arab
that the guard had detected in Bringina a quantity of Silver Earings and other
ornaments from the Enemy to be distzbuted amongst t.he srab women of the
Town To Try to gain them over to their Party
[KYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]

-

-

Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Constitution, Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
commanding, Monday, 27 May 1805
[Off Tripoli] At 1 1P.M.Jthe Essez hoisted a flag of Truise And fired 2 guns,
which mas answerd from the Bashaws Castle.
At 2 discovcrd a TripoIitan boat A long side the Essez.
The Essex and President in company.
Latitude Observed 34'2' K.

[USNA.]
Exhtact from journal of Surgeon Jonathan Cowdery, U. S. Navy, 27 May 1805
{Tripoli] Both Turks and Christians mere all anxiously looking out for the
frigates. I t was said that col. Lear had promised to come on shore this morning
and that the Spanish consul was preparing a dinner for the gentlemen who were
expected to come with him. We were all agitated alt.ernstely by hope and
despair. The terraces and every eminence in town, were covered with people

52

NAVAL OPERATIONS FROM 1805 TO 1807

of all classes and ages, who were looking for the wished for peace-maker. But
not a frigate nor a sail hove in sight during the day.
[LC. Rare Books, American Captives in TLipoli or Dr. Cowdery's Journal,
Boston, 1806.1
Extract from jonrnai of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. 6. Navy, on board
U. 6. Prigate President, Master Commandant George Cox, U. 6. Navy, commanding,
Monday, 27 May 1806
1. the Constitution made the signal t o speak us Wore round and spoke her.
Hove too. The Essez stood in towards the Town and hoisted a flag of Truce.
Latitude Observed 33'35' Xorth. Longitude Observed 14"S' E.
[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]
--

-

To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from Captain Iohn Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
Commodore of U. S. squadron in Mediterranean
Cowlitution off TRIPOLIM a y 28 1805
(Received at Malta 2 June.)SIR: On the 26 instant by the Essez Captain Ja9 Barron, I had the Honor to
receive your Letter bearing date 226 Ins: with the accompanying Letters resigning the Command of the U. States Squadron in these Seas into my hands - The
task which your unavoidable Indisposition has consequently imposed on me is
a Commission which I accept with a diffidence no less conspicuous than its consequence is repugnant to your Zeal 6: patriotism, and Sir while I commisserate
your truly unpleasant situation, be assured that nothing will afford me more
real satisfaction, than such restoration of your Health as will authorize your
reassuming a Command which devolved on me by mere accident.
A few hours after the Arrival of the Essm here, she stretched close in shore
and made the Signal indicative of her Rfission, which Tas immediately answered
by the Bashaw on his Castle in a manner expressive of his unfeigned approbation,
8: in an hour after the Spanish Consul came on board by the Bashaw's order t o
make the suitable arrangements with Colo: Lear, previous to the opening of the
Negotiation, & to his going on shore, when from the favorable represenbation by
the Spanish Consul of the Bashaw's propitious disposition to Peace, Colo: Lear
resolved & had made arrangements for waiting on the Bashaw to commence his
functions the next Mornr, but the Weather has been so unsettled as to prevent
further intercourse until this day MAY 29, 1805 - The arrival of the Vixen yesterday d o r d s me the honor
of acknowledging the receipt of your Letter of the 25 instant with the accompanying Communications from M? Eaton, Mr Davis & Captain Hull, $ happily
before Colo: Lear had landed or touched even on the Negotiation. hlr Davis'
Communq contain information of importance & their timely Arrival will I sauguinely flatter myseIf, enabIe Colo: Lear (on whose Judgment I have the fullest
Confidence) to assume an independence in the Kegotiation which it is equally
his own & his Country's honor Bi Interest to observe. From the relation by
Captain Barron, & Coi: Lear of your last In~tructionsto Mr Eaton, I conceive
it unnecessary for me to say anything further on that subject, as he has no doubt
evacuated Derne, & now on his Return in the Argus to Syracuse or Malta, & as
Colo: Lear is of opinion nrith myself that Mf Davis' Communications do not
require an immediate Answer, particularly as the Kegotiatiou is already opened
with Tripoli & personally with the Bashaw, so soon as the event, whatever it
may be is known, I shall dispatch t.he Vizen to Malta to give you the Intelligence
and if unfavorable, to Captain Barron to prepare our forces, to compel the
Monster to a sense of reason-Although
it is evident that the Bey of Tunis is
afraid of the consequences of a Q-ar with the U. States, yet at this critical moment,
I conceive it necessary that he should not be neglected, therefore as soon as
one of the Vessels from this can be spared, I shall send her with advices to Xr
Davis, corroborating & seconding the steps you have already taken with that
Regency - As it is my determination to respect the lawful rights of that
Gentleman, with as much delicacy, as I am resolved to pursue pacific measures
no further than his Conduct will authorize. - A peace with this Regency will
enable ua to represent to him our opinion of his treachery in such langufige as
fie best understan&.
MAY30 - 1805. Yesterday the Spanish Comul returned on board again
empowered by the Bashaw to negotiate a Peace, & altho' it appeared by his
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Credentials that he was completely authorized t o conclude a final Settlement of
Differences with Cob Lear previous to his going on shore, yet he did not think
Colq Lear's propositions admissible, & in consequence returned on shore last
Evening to consult the Bashaw further on the business.
The Spanish Consul has this moment (10 A.M) return'd on board again, &
says that the Bashaw is not satisfied with the propositions that have been made. How things will turn out, is yet uncertain. - Captain Barron will be able
to give you the particulars. [NA. Sen. 9 B-B 6, Pres. Message, Jan. 1806.1
To William Higgins, U. S. Navy Agent, Malta, from Captain John Bodgers, U. S.
Navy
U. STATESSHIP Constitution
Off Tripoli May 28* 1806
SIR, The command of the U. States squadron in the Medeterranian having
devolved on me, in consequence of the Indisposition of Commodore Barron, I
have to request that in case any of the U. States Vessels arrive a t your port,
previous to my return, that you direct their Commanders to Provision their
Vessels for a Ten Weeks cruize & proceed to Syracuse, at which place they will
wait my further orders, - such Provisions a s are not in the Public Stores a t
Syracuse & Malta, you will be pleased to purchase; so as not to detain the Vessels
one hour on that account. - The provisions of my own Ship being Entirely
Expended, and as I shall not be admissable to Prattiqiie a t Malta, I have to desire
that you have such articles of the Enclosed requisition, in readiness to put on
board by my return; which I am in hopes will not be longer than five or Six Days
after this reaches you [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
[28 May 18051
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from Hamuda, Bey of Tunis
BASHAWBEY OF TUNIS
BARRON,
Commodore of the Nayal forces of the United States of
To Sr SAMUEL
America in the Mediterranean SIR I take occation to write the present to inform you, that on Friday last
the 24th May Currt, arrived here express, the Frigate of your Nation, called the
Constellation, Commanded by Capt Campbell together with a Bri of War of the
same Nation, the Charge d'affairs for your Republic Mr George Savis, resident
here gives me this information accompanied by complaints in your name That one of your Frigates Cruizing on the Seas before Tripolie, twice fell in
with a Cruizing Hebec with two Neapolitan Prizes, taken by said Hebec, who
pretented to be a Tunisian, but believing him to be a Tripolean, the Commander
of said Frigate thought proper to take him-Consequently demands in pour name,
that effectual measures may be taken by me, to prevent in future such disorder,
and to chastise the Authors of this Deceit, in granting illegal passports-Hearing
such account I immediately gave for answer to the Charges d'sffairs, that under
such circumstances I highly disapprove of the conduct of a Tripolean attempting
to cover himself under the name of Tunisean wit,h a view to save himself, and not
having succeeded I would not give ear to any instance that might be laid before
me, nor claim them in any way from you - In the afternoon of the same day
(Friday) I received letters from Malta, I understand & doubt not that the Hebec
is truly a Tunisean, was fit.ted out a t Monastiers by the Caido or Governor Haggi
Hassen h'ocera, and saild from thence in the begining of April, commanded by a
Rais Hassen Bn Aly Having still taken more exact & accurate Information, & convinced of the fact
as above stat,ed, I immediately sent for the said Charge dl&airs Davis, who I
inform'd of all the particulars, I had learnd, respecting the privateer, and advised
him to write you instantly every circumstance, and inform you of the mistake, the
Capt of the Frigate was under who took her - and that he would request you in
my name to release immediately & send here, the Cruizer and the two Prizes, with
the P e o ~ l emv Subiects. for in this state of Peace in which we are, it is not tolerable
that ydu should keepras Prisonem hostages or Slaves, Tunisian Subjects, my
Vassals, who if they had committed any improprieties or Fault, i t is to me alone
I am their Prince & their Sovereign, it belongs to me to Judge and Chastize them
in case of Default & improper conduct and t o no other - With the utmost
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surprize I then heard myself answerd, in a tone of hauteur by your Charge; that
he was sent express by your order to signify to me, that you had every reason to
consider the Cruiser, and her two Prizes, as good Prizes, and whether Tunisians
or Tripolians they would not be given up, that if I did not desist, from this claim,
and did not make known to my Subjects the Blockade of Tripoli & its Coast, he
should immediately take his departure - Not knowing any urgent motives for
coming to so precipitate & violent an extremity, not being informd of the unlimited power, you may have from your Goverment, with whom I Stipulated
and made our Treaty, and who I can only know in difficulties that may unfortunately take place between the Two Nations, wishing on my part to maintain
the undisturbed Peace which happily exists between us, not fearing a War whether
it comes by Caprice or some pretext - but before permitting your Charge to take
such a step, I thought proper to write you this letter, to advise you of my sentiments, and make known to you my disposition, and how far I am from infringing,
and to regulate my self according to your
or violating the faith of your Treaty
prompt answer which I expect, in case you are not persuaded of my Just reasons I have often made known to my Subjects the Blockade you kept a t Tripoli, and
have again lately orderd them to respect it, and doubt not to be obey'd
notwithstanding it behoves me to inform you that my Kingdom & my Limits to
those of Tripoli extend as far as Goara, and that my Cruisers ought be exempted
from the rigour of the Blockade, since you ought not to fear, that they carry
either provisions or amunition, they do not approach that place but by strcss of
weather, want of Sails, Masts, Stores, or in pursuit of an enemy, or short of
Provisions, a t least in all such cases rather than let them enter Tripoli, would
you not prefer assisting &- providing them with such necessaries thus shewing
you, as I have always done how sincerely I am estranged, from that idea of
Coolness towards your Nation which you have unjustly conceived - I now
wait from you, the immediate expedition of the People you have Kept, whom I
assure you, are my Subjects, and the Cruizer & the two Prizes, to be by me
adjudged, and punished for their improper Conduct as also the fitter out - as all
will be circumstantially explaind to you by your Charge, in whose presence I will
administed Justice - Waiting your immediate answer, wishing you happiness
with esteem I salute you
HAMUDAbass^ BEY
Prince of the Ptinces of Tunis
the City well Guarded the abode
of happiness
BRADADI TUNIS
28th May 1805 Year 1.220
[P. S.] further to prove to you that the Hebec in question is truly a Tunisian
& that seems the dispute, escept the difference in the quantity of Guns, occationd
by the Person who arm'd Her, but notwithstanding (evidence just received) I
shall know how to inflict proper justice, here are the same Passports of tile resident
Consuls which were intended for her, and being on Shore a t Caasa, their happend
a dispute among the Crew, which obligd the Rais to take a hasty departure from
Monastiere & leave behind him the Passports, which were on the road from
Tunis to donaskiere [LC. JRP,Let. Bk B, May 1805-July 1806.1

-

-

-

To Master Commandant John H. Dent, U. S. Navy, U. S. Schooner Nautilus, from
Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy
MALTA
d8tb May 1806
SIB You are hereb directed to proceed with the U. S. Schooner Nautilus to
the Coast of Tripoli on falling in with the Constitution deliver the accompany5
Dispatches to Capt Rodgers, whose orders you will in future receive and Obey,
the Command of the Squadron having devolved on that Officer in consequence of
my resignation - I n case of your not falling in with the Constitution you will
deliver the Dispatches to the Senior Officer on the Station & receive his instructions
[NHF. Dent's LB, 1803-1810.1

--

Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig A r g u Master Commandant Isaac
Hull, U, S. navy, commanding, 28 May 1806
[Derne] Commences with light breazes from the North? & EP Launch with
s Crew on shore a t work
Every thing quiet on shore se nothing of the
Enemy -

-
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Sent the Jolly bote along the shore to the Westward to sound to se how near we
could go with safety in case the Enemy should attack us At sundown moderate all botes onboard Midnight light airs from the South?
& Ed At day light moderate sent men on shore to work a t the battery At 5
Past 5 A M Some person was heard hailing the Brig t o the East4 but could se
nothing that had the appearance of a man on shore on looking along the water
I discovered a man swiming for us - Sent the Jolly bote To take him up -on his
comeing onboard we found him to be a Neapolitan who had run from the Camp
a companion of this one that Come to our Camp some days Past by him we
gained information that the Camp had received a reinforcement of a n Hundred
men from Bengasa but the whole camp was destitute of powder and they were
determined to hold them fast until supplies could arrive from Tripoly - At 6
hove up the Starboard anchor and let go the Larboard one
At 10 Mr Eaton Came onboard bringing with him several of the Bashaws
People At 12 fresh breazes from South@& Ed with clear weather [NYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]

-

Extract from journaI of U.S. Frigate Conslilufion, Captain John Rodgers, U.S. Navy,
commanding, Tuesday, 28 Nay 1805
[Off Tripoli] At 5 [P. M.] Cap$ Rodgers came on board
Latitude Observed 33'25' N.
[USNA.]
Extract from journal of Surgeon Jonathan Cowdery, U. S. Navy, 28 Nay 1805
[Tripoli] All looking out again for our squadron. A brig hove in sight in the
mornirlg, which we all a t first thought was the flag ship. On discovering it was
a brig, a gloominess again appeared on every countenance. The Turks began to
think that the frigate had golie to fetch the whole fleet, which they heard consisted
of sixty sail of different sizes. They thought that the flag of truce was only a
plan of the Americans, to find out the force of Tripoli, &c. But a t sun set three
frigates and a brig appeared, which revived our hopes. The Bashaw shewed the
greatest anxiety for peace. He was sensible of the danger he was in from the
lowness of his funds and the disaffection of his people.
[LC. Rare Books, American Captives i n Tripoli or Dr. Cowdery's Journal,
Boston, 1806.1
Extract from journal of RTiliiamEaton, U.S. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies,
28 May 1805
[Dernej I attacked and defeated a detached party of the enemy, of about
sixty foot and a troop of horse, with only thirty five Americans and Greeks,
including Officers. - Mr OBannon, Mann and Farquhar, and Cap. Constant,ino,
were with me.
[H. E. Huntington L&AG.]

-

Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Navy, U. S. Brig Vixen.
Master Commandant John Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding, Tuesday, 28 Nay
1805

[Off Tripoli] This day a fine breeze - we saw the land and ran close in along
the land towards the Town. We made the land to the westward of the Town.
At 1 o'clock P. M. saw 3 large sail which we soon came up with and found t.o be
the Frigates Constitution, Essez and President. Capt. Smith went on board the
Constitution and gave his dispatches to Capt. Ro[d]gers who was as I was informed,
then Commodore. Lay under easy sail all night.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
To Captain Jam6s Barron, U.S. Navy, in U.S. S. Essm ordered to U. S. Frigate
President, from Captain John Rodgers, U.S. Navy
U. STATESSHIPConstitution
08Tripoli May 29t4 1806
SIR Owing t o the arrangcments which have lately taken place in consequence
of the truly painfui indisposition of Commodore Barron, I have to desire that

.
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assume the Command of the U. States Frigate President, now before this
ort, giving Captv Cox the Command of the Essez, a t present under your Command; and proceed to Syracuse wit.h all practicable dispatch, a t which place
you will remain until my return, unless a refractory conduct of the Bey of Tunis
previous t o my being able t o reach Malta, may make your appearance in that
quarter necessary. - In which case you will act as your prudence will suggest,
in protecting the honor and Commerce of our Country until I join you. As the result of the negotiation with Tripoli is yet uncertain, on meeting
with the Congress, Argus, Nautilus, Enterprize or Hornet; you will be pleased to
direct their commanders to water & Provision their Vessels ready for a Ten
Weeks Cruize. - As I am ignorant of the Spicies and quantity of Provisions in
Store a t Syracuse & Malt,a, you will direct them to complete their requisitions
between the two places and proceed with all practicable dispatch to the former
and wait my further Orders.
As soon as the completion of our affairs here are clearly asscertained, I shall
dispatch the Vixen to you with instructions relative to the Equipment of the
Gun Boats, Brig Franklin &q & $ On your arrival a t Syracuse you will Provision and prepare the President in all
respects as soon as possible for a Ten Weeks Cruize, to facilitate which, on your
passage thence you will call a t hlalta and take in such articles of Provision to
complete your requisition as are there in store. Commodore Barrons state of
Health I have reason to expect, ma induce him to change the c1imat.e of Malta
for that of Scicily: In which case, ;have t o request that your attentions t o his
convenience, not only as his Brother, but as a duty from me be such in every
respect as the nature of his unpleasant situation & delicate health demands. [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, Malta, from Captain John Rodgers, U. S.
Navp
U. STATESSHIP Constitution
o f f Tripoli May 2gtP 1805
SIR, The arrival of the T'izen yesterday affords me the honor of acknowledging
the receipt of your Letter of the 25'P Ins' with the accompanying communications
from Mr Eaton, Mr Davis, & C a p t f l u l l ; and happily before Coll~Lear had
landed or even touched on the negotiation. htr Davis'e Communications contain information of Importance, and their
timely arrival will I sanguinely flatter myself, Enable Collq Lear (on whose
judgement - I have the most perfect confidence) to assume an Independence
in the negotiation, which it is equally his own and his Countrys honor & Interest
to observe. From the relation by Cap! Barron & Collq Lear of your last Instructions to
Eaton, I concieve it unnecessary for me to say any thing farther on the subject, as he no doubt has evacuated Derne and now on his return, in the Argus,
t o Syracuse or Malta; and as Coll? Lear is of opinion with myself, that Mr Davis's
communications do not require an Immediate answer, particularly as the negotiation is already opened with Tripoli, & personally with the Bashaw, - So
soon as the Event, what ever it may be is known, I shall dispatch the Vizen to
Malta to give you the Intelligence, and if unfavourable, to Cap$ Barron, to prepare
our Forces to compel the monster to a sense of reason. Altho it is evident that the Bey of Tunis is afraid of the consequences of a
War with the U. States, Yet at this critical moment, I concieve it necessary that
he should not be neglected; therefore so soon as one of the Vessels from this,
can be spared, I shall send her with advises to Mt Davis corroberating & seconding
the steps you have already taken with that Regency: as it it is my determination
to respect the Lawful rights of that Gentleman with as much delicacy, as I am
resolved t o pursue pacific measures no further than his conduct will authorise. A peace with this regency will enable us t o represent t o him our opinion of his
treachery in such Language as he best understands.
[LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804r1805.1

T o Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, Malta, from George Davis, U. 6. Charg6
d'Affaires, Tunis

TUNISMay 90,1806
SIB I have now the h o n ~ tro transmit you (herewith enclpsed) 126 May 18051
the result of m Conferences With the Beya M i m t e r relat~veto the Captured
v-k
before &ipoli -
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His Excellency the Bey has never ceased to mention, and directs me, now to
state, the indispensable necessity their is to accord Passports to Ambaseadores
or Officers of the Grand Signior passing to Tripoli on public &airs, and ss a
Copici Bashaw, will shortly pass from Algiers to Tunis & hence to Tripoli, he
begs that my Passport may be respected, in this, and all like instances, he charges
me to add, that a refusal, would force him into a War with his Master the Sublime
Porte, or us - I have the honor to enclose you a letter from his Excellency
the Bey, and wait with greatest impatience an answer to the dispatches forwarded by the U S Brig Vizen
Be pleased to accept the assurances of the highest respect and consideration
with which I have the honor to be
P S You will have the goodness to avoid mentioning my name in your answer
to the Bey [LC. JRP, Let. Bk B, May 1805-July 1806.1

-

To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from Degen, Purvisnce & Company, U. 6.
Navy Agents, Leghorn
LEGHORN
2gth May 1806
Sir We had the honor of addressing you on the 13th Inst informing you of the
arrival in our Roads of the U. States Ship Congress, Stephen Decatur jun? Esqr
Commander, & that every exertion would be made to procure the articles required.
We hinted to you that the Commission for Gun Powder being rather of a delicate
nature in the actual political state of this Country, some management would be
necessary, to get it executed without drawing the attention of Goverment or
rather of the Powers which influences & in a manner directs its measures.
we
therefore sent a confidential person to Portfenry's [or Portferry's] in the Island of
Elba; the Garrisons of which are to our Knowledge well supplied with this ammunition, and by interest made with the heads of department have obtained permission to Ship nearly if not the entire quantity wanted, & Capt: Decatur proceeds
thither in the course of the Day to take it on board. - For the reasons above
mentioned it was impossible to compleat the business more expeditiously, nor
would it have done for the Congress to go there till the negotiation was finally
concluded. We have done every thing in our power for the service and hope, Sir,
for your approbation. Capt. Decatur will inform you verbally that from the
resources of the place we can furnish you with every thing that may be required for
the use of the Squadron, but in the case of provisions, Naval Stores or Ammunition being wanted, we should request you to favour us with your Orders a Month
before the departure of the Vessel destinated to take them, we may then have
every thing in a state of preparation & thus avoid delay.
For the repairs of any Vessels of the Squadron we have ample accomodations,
& we believe they can be effected in a more workmanlike manner, more expeditiously & on more reasonable terms than in any port in the Mediterranean.
From the large exportation of Dollars by the American trade to the East Indies,
this specie has become very scarce & high, and is with difficulty procured - under
these circumstances Capt: Decatur did not esteem it advisable to have any
purchased.
The Schooner Enterprize, Lt Robinson has we understand, undergone a through
repair a t Venice; We have already paid his dfts on account of this object for fourteen
thousand Pezzas; we expect by first post the bills for the remaining expenditure,
which the agent informs us will amount all together to twenty four thousand
Pezzas
By the Brig Two Brothers which arrived to our address a few days since from
B a l t i m o r e , ~ ehave Papers to the 28Q March, some of which Capt: Decatur will
hand over to you: - We are happy to learn from them that the Secretary of the
Navy had given orders for the immediate equipment of Ten Gun boats which
were to come out with the John Adams to reinforce the Squadron under your
command, so as to arrive at Malta by the let July: - We therefore presume they
ma make their appearance soon after receipt of this.
B e beg you to accept our Cordial & sincere wishes for a brilliant & succearful
carnpalgn.
[LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1

-

-

-

-

-
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To Captain Samuel Barron, U.S. Navy, from Master Commandant Charles Stewart,
U. S. Navy
U. S. BRIGSiren GIBRALTAR
BAY
M a y 29th 1805
SIRInclosed you will receive a Copy of a Letter from Mr Jarvis a t Lisbon informing me the Moorish Corsairs were in a state of readiness On receipt of which I
proceeded immediately to the Westward and Cruised a few days off Larach with a
view of exercising my Crew and shewing the Siren in that Quarter - I observed
Two Frigates a t that Port in an Ordinary State with Nothing but the lower Masts
standing - Off Cape Trafalgar I boarded an American Ship (a short passage from
Salem) from whom I learned the Frigate John Adams and Ten Gunboats were to
leave the ChesApeak immediately to join the Squadron under your Command, I
therefore after remaining a few days a t Tangier, thought proper to come to this
place and wait their Arrival - Since when the Ship Ann with stores for the
Squadron has arrived and Confirms the information - I perceive with pleasure
(by your letter to Mr Garino) the recruited State of your Health & Spirit; I
hope it will continue to do so that you may be enabled to meet with Vlgour, the
exertions which will be shortly required of you in the brilliant and (I trust) successfull operations you are about to commence - I do not yet despair that we Shall
be allowed to join you in time t o add the Mite of exertion and ability we are
capable of contributing (however small i t may be) to the honor and Glory of our
Country On my arrival last Fall on this Station owing to the Fever in the surrounding
ports and a t this place I was under the necessity of resorting to Alqesiras for our
necessary supplies, where, from the want of a Consul or Agent, we where subject to
various impositions and many letters in the Course of my Communications and
necessary Correspondence were Suppressed, mislaid and lost (the Renewal of the
war between Great Britain and Spain, which makes it highly Politic and necessary
we should have an Agent of some kind a t that place to facilitate and secure our
correspondence, as well as to furnish the necessary Supplies to our Vessels of
War with facility and without Imposition) has induced me to appoint an Acting
Navy Agent a t that Place; accordingly I have appointed bf? Porral, who was
strongly recommended by hfr Gavino, after making an acquaintance and in some
degree experiencing his fitness; he is an elderly (but active) Gentleman, bears a
good character, is I believe unconnected with the Privateersmer: and is Master
of the English and Spanish languages - This Appointment which I have taken
the Liberty to make Pro-Tern - you will be pleased to Confirm or annul as to
you may seem proper - Inclosed you will receive Copies of the Authority given
him also a return of the State and condition of the Brig Siren which I have the
Honor to command
I n a letter from Mr Meade a t Cadiz dated the 24 of May he observes, "Our
ministers are still a t Madrid & nothing further has been done in the American
affairs with this court".
[LC. JRP, Vol. 1, hlarch 1791-Dec. 1814.1
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from William Eaton, U. S. Navy Agent for
the Barbary Regencies
DERNE29tb May 1805
[Thru 11 June 18051
SIR,Since the departure of the Nautilus with my dispatches of the 17th the
enemy have daily shewed themselves in a menacing posture near us but have not
come to genera1 action - Yesterday a detachment of about fifty or sixty of their
foot, covered by a troop of horse, discended the mountain by a ravine, fell upon
some of our arab families who were camped in the rear of the town, and drove off
several cattle and camels - The Bashaw's people pursued and attacked them
under the mountain, killed and wounded three of them and recovered their
cattle - 1 marched out with Lieut OBannon, Mr Mann and Farquhar, and
thirty rank and file, Americans and greeks, from the garrison, and took a ravine
on the left with n view of cutting off their retreat - We fell in with them soon
after ascending the mountain - They opposed to us a short resistance, but fled
before a charge of bayonet
We pursued them within a short distance of their
camp; killed their captain and five men; wounded a number and took two prisoners without receiving any injury ourselves - The camp beat to arms; mounted
and moved towards us in a body; but did not come within musket shot - They
could not ascertain our number, and apprehending that we were an advanced
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party aiming t o draw them into an ambuscade on disadvantageous ground,
formed in order of battle and kept their post, while we retired down the mountain
The enemy swore vengeance, and resolved to execute it today - About
nine in the morning they advanced their whole force and posted themselves on
an eminence in fair view - Proper stations were taken on our part to receive
them
They reconnoitred us a while; but, when orders were given to attack,
their arabs mutinized and retrograded; and the Beys were compelled to follow
with their Tripolitans JUXE 2@
T o day the enemy brought themselves to a resolution to attack - They had
previously forced the arabs into oaths of fidelity by seizing and chaining hostages
from their most considerable families; but their movements this day terminated
exactly as on the 2gt%- The Beys attempted to force the Arabs forward They resisted; and alledged, as on other similar occasions, that they were willing
t o fight an enemy of their own mode of warfare; but they could not resist the
Americans, who fired enormous balls that carried away a man and his camel a t
once, or rushed on them with bayonets without giving them time to load their
muskets Last evening I had the honor to receive your letter of the 19th ultimo, by which
I learn that The Reigning Bashaw of Tripoli has lately made overtures of peace,
which the Consul General, C o l ~Lear, has determined lo meet, viewing the present
moment propitious to such a step
I n consequence of which i t seems contemplated that we should with-draw ourselves from this coast It was an event anticipated, in my letter of the first ultimo, that the reigning
Bashaw would seize the moment, when he should apprehend himself seriously in
danger from his brother, to rid himself of this rival by detaching from him our
succour through overtures of peace: Facts establish the correctness of this conjecture. That the inhabitants of Tripoli are weary of the war is well ascertained:
that they secretly desire the restoration of their legimate sovereign, because they
believe him peaceably inclined, transpires through various indubitable channels:
and that the Moors and Arabs of the Kingdom, who form its intire population,
are generally in a revolutionary state is equally true - Joseph Bashaw is not
ignorant of these dispositions. As early as the month of January last he was,
according to the Danish Consul, Very attentive upon our transactions with his
brother i n Alexandria - On the lgth ultimo late overtures had intimated to the
Consul General his inclination towards a pacification - We had then been
seventy six days from Alexandria - thirty five as far forward as Bomba, and
twenty one in possession of this place. Of these movements and operations, intercepted letters by may of Mensurat and Bengazi prove to us, the enemy was not
uninformed - It is now nineteen days since his forces were beaten on this gound;
and since that detached parties supprized and routed: These are also events
which cannot be e=ily concealed - I t does not appear that the season has
hitherto permitted any formidable display of our naval force before Tripoli It cannot be unfair therefore to infer, that the pacific overtures of the reigning
Bashaw are influenced in a great measure by apprehensions of his brother's
approach - Yet it seems not to be admitted that we have any obligations
towards Hamet Bashaw
But if such is the effect of the enemy's apprehensions from this quarter, who certainly linows how to compare the relative influence
of the parties, the calculations we have formed of the ultimate result of an
effectual co-operation should no longer seem visionary - I do believe it was in
the contemplation of Government to have profited of this advantageous circumstance as instrumental to chastise a perfidious foe rather than t,o sacrifice a credulous friend. I know it was in the general wish, and indeed the expectation of
our Country, that the enemy should be chastised. How far this wish and expectation will be satisfied from the arrangements now in operation time and events
must determine - But I cannot, from any shape in which the subject can be
viewed be persuaded that the manner of serving ourselves of IIamet Bashaw, and
abandoning him, can be reconciled to those principles of honor and justice which,
I know, actuate the national breast It seems enough to cancel every pledge that we have brought him back to the
port from which he had been driven - I t ought to be taken into consideration
that this is no other than the port from whence he has alxays asked supplies; and
that, consequently, setting him down here, just as he was, can render him no
essential service; but that, to abandon here under actual circumstances where
famine and the ravages of the enemy's forces have exhausted the resources of the
province, and while those forces are still in our vicinity, cannot but leave him in a
more hopless situation than he left the place: -4nd here is additional reason why
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his means are not materially altered for the better - H e was driven away on
account of his intercourse with the enemies of his rival - He has been induced
to return under an expectation of receiving aids from US. to prosecute h b views
I thought myself authorized, from the assurances
of recovering his throne
given me by the Secretary of the Navy, to encourage him with the prospect of
and frequent expressions of your resolution to make an
receiving those aids
example of Tripoli the ensuing summer fortified me in the confidence that the
exercise of my discretion here in the manner I have done, would eventually, if not
directly assist the accomplishment of those objects
The resistance we met a t
this place is said to have discouraged the expectation formed of the co-operation
in vicw - This resistance would undoubtedly have been less obstinate had not
the vicinity of the enemy's camp in some memure inspired, or a t least encouraged
it
But it might have been expected that the Governor of Joseph Bashaw, who
twenty months ago with forces from Tripoli drove Ramet Bashaw from the port
and ~ h still
o held possession, would oppose his return by all the means in his
Dower.
Want o j qualitie, essential i n the Character of a commander and a Prince is stated
as a serious obstacle fo the advancemend of his muse - We do not hitherto find
that the enemy possesses those qualities in so eminent a degree as to justify a comparison to the prejudice of his rival
I t must be admitted that the latter
possesses the capacity of commanding respect and conciliating atfection among
his s u b j e c t s And I have lately had good reasons to correct the udavorable
opinion a t one time entertained of his military enterprize; yet he is not a general:
I never knew but one Turk who, I thought, deserved that character
I am not
nlone in the opinion, it is general among the gentlemen who hsve acted with me
that Hamet Bashaw possesses talents sufficientto our purpose - As evidence of
this every one of them is not only willing but solicitous to pursue the expedition
With such aids as I have mentioned to be thought requisite we could a t once
break up the enemy's camp in our front, and open our wag, without further
considerable impediments, to the gates of Tripoli - The enemy is aware of
His camp is abroad; of course
this, and is endeavoring to out-general us
his defence is weakened a t the capital. The total defeat of his forces here would be
a fatal blow to his interests - TOrecal them would be to abandon the provinces
of Derne and Bengazi - But to remove the enemy near him by pacification he
may safely turn all his resources against his rival: and, when once relieved from
this danger, we shall again undoubtedly hsve experience of his respect lo treaty 1 am suspicious that the Spanish Consul has an influence in Joseph Bashaw's
If my recollection serves me, he was accused by our late Consul,
measures
Mr Cathcart, of advising the war - I recollect perfectly well hearing him assert,
at Tunis, in December 1801, that The Americans miscalculated if they thought oj
forcing a peace without paying for it. National shame, perhaps interest, and
individual pride engaged him to favor such an issue of the war: he is said to be the
confidential man of the Bashaw I am affraid one important consideration has been overlooked in the arrangements lately adopted by Mr Lear - the danger of falling back to an irrecoverable
distance in case of the failure of the negociation commenced by him, and a t the
same time the abandonment of the advantageous grounds we hold here - it
would certainly have a tendency to unite the kingdom of Tripoli against w,and
possibly to encourage the whole coast of Barbary to aggression. Or should it
transpire that the evacuation of this port had been recommended it would certainly have an unfavorable influence on the pending negociation Another consideration is involved which cannot but wound the pride of military
principles. We must strike the flag of our Country here in presence of an enemy
who have not merited the triumph, and yield to them the honor of a victory
which no encounter hitherto has given them a right to claim nor reason to expect;
certainly they, and perhaps the world, will place an iojust construction on this
and a retreat of Americans! If individual
retreat: a t any rate it is a retreat
feeling were alone to be consulted in this situation it would prefer a manly defeat
t o this mode of safety: the consequences to the national character wodd be
more honorable
The burthen of expence, which must accrue from pursuing the co-operation,
seems an insurmountable obstacle
I am apprehensive that the ultimate
expence of maintaining a peace with Joseph Bashaw will be more burthensome to
the United States than that accruing from this co-operation: besides it is calculated
that this expense will be re-embursed
I t is insinuated that the Consul General ie opposed to this measure
It is
possible that he may have better informstion from whence to form an opinion of
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its issue than we who have thus far accompanied the expedition; but it is not
probable: has he any Agency in the War?
I cannot but indulge the hope that additional instructions from Government
will arrive in season to enable you to furnish the means of prosecuting the co-operation t o effect, of chastising the temerity of our Enemy, and of preventing the
melancholy and disagreeable events which present appearances threaten You would weep, Sir, were you on the spot, to witness the unbounded confidence
placed in the American character here, and to reflect that this confidence must
shortly sink into contempt and immortal hatred; you would feel that this confidence
at any price, should be carried through the Barbary regencies, a t least to Tripoli,
by the same means that it has been inspired here- But if no further aids come
to our assistance and we are compelled to leave the place under its actual circumstances, humanity itself must weep: The whole city of Derne, together with
numerous families of Arabs who attached themselves to Hamet Bashaw and who
resisted Joseph's troops in expectation of succour from us, must be abandoned to
their fate - havoc & slaughter will be the inevitable consequence - not a soul
of them can escape the savage vengeance of the enemy. In proceeding therefore
thus far and no farther, instead of lending aids to the unfortunate people, who we
use as allies and of whose situation we are actually profitting to our own exclusive
benefit, we involve them in destruction - Could I have apprehended this result
of my exertions, certainly no consideration would have prevailed on me t o have
taken an agency in a tragedy so manifestly fraught with intrigue, so wounding to
humane feelings, and, as I must view it, so degrading to our national honor I t is impossible, though enjoined on me, to say any thing farther of the Squadron
co-operating with Hamet Bashaw after having been officially informed that a
nepociation is opened with his brother without so far having considered his situation as to have agreed on a cessation of arms - The delusion is already carried
too far - If it had not been our intention to support him or a t least to save
him, both honor and religion should have forbidden any encouragement to or
use of him I t is said some provisions will be attempted in his favor in our peace stipulation:
this is however to be left to convenience - But before this provision be definitely
arranged, if a t all, and information of it received here, no armistice being agreed
on, both himself and adherents may be cut in pieces by the enemy's army here,
and by such of his own party as disappointment and rage will carry over to them
Viewing the present posture of affairs therefore either as relative to our national
honor and interests, or the situation of the Bashaw and people here, I consider
it due to the confidence of Government and a bond imposed by all the injunctions
of humanity to endeavor to hold this port till the last moment in hopes that some
happy occurrence may take place to secure our own and a t the same time to
assist the interests of our friends - And I most devoutly pray Heaven that the
blood of innocence may not stain the footsteps of us who have aimed only to fight
the enemies of our Country JUNE 3d
The enemy feinted another attack to day by sending a detachment on the back
of the town, which WFS repelled with loss - Their object seemed to aim a t
ascertaining the disposition of the inhabitants of the place: These turned out to a
man in view of them. Their main body halted a t a safe distance; and, after some
manoeuvring, retired to their camp - During the alarm a detachment from the
garrison under command of Lieul OBannon passed through town: Every body,
age & childhood, even women from their recluses, shouted - "Live the Americans-!
Long live our friends & protectors!"
Hapless beings! If they could
descry the reverse that probably awaits them how justly would their acclamations
of confidence be turned to execrations!
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This morning a spy, a religious Chief, whom I had employed t o watch the
enemy's motions, and who last night slept in their camp, reports that a courior
arrived yesterday, eleven days from Tripoli, with dispatches from the reigning
Bashaw to his Commander in Chief in this vicinity, stating his intentions of concluding a Peace with the United States, which he was resolved to carry into effect
even if he sold his ward-robe - after which he should know how to dispose of his
internal enemies - He enjoined it on his commander to hold his position before
this town if possible till the issue of this roject of peace should be known - The
Mirabout chief added that the Beys ha: it in contemplation to propose an armistice t o me: I shall meet such an overture, if it should be offered, until I receive
further advice from Headquartem

-

NAVAL OPERATIONS FROM 1806 TO 1807
Eleven oclock. A. M. This morning came in two deserters from the enemy's
camp, both levant Turks, Ismien & hfahamet, a choux and a cheriff, corresponding
with the rank of Aid du camp & Ensign, who confirm the information before
stated; and add that the Beys cannot prevail on their troops to attack this place
under our batteries and guns of the shipping; but that they calculate on sacking
the city the moment we evacuate our posts - These officers put themselves
under the protection of the American flag, giving this reason for their preference
that "They wished to get out of the kingdom of Tripoli, and thought this a favorable occasion -"
They say Joseph Bashaw has about two hundred soldiers in
Tripoli in whom he can place confidence, and three or four hundred others who
are undisciplined and suspected - They declare that the people in general of
the kingdom expect with solicitude and impatience the approach of
Hamet Bashaw, as they think him a good man and are weary of the madness and
violence of his brother
5 Oclock P. hI. This afternoon an Arabic Chief, Ab'd'el Selim, with a party
of warriors came over t o us - He brings a message from the principal Arab
Chief a t camp, that he will come over to the Bashaw with his cavalry, amounting
t o about one hundred and fifty, if he can have assurances that the Americans will
not abandon him, in which case Jose h Bashaw would devour his family and
lands - This Chief asserts that the %ey of Bengazi, who is with the camp, is
well disposed towards us; & only waits the arrival of our supplies to declare himself - Be assured, Sir, we only want cash and a few marines to proceed t o
Tripoli, $ to meet you in the citadel of that piratical kennel for the liberation of
our captives - It would only occasion a delay of their release a few months Their triumph will amply compensate this delay I t is thought proper to dispatch the Hornet with these communications, and
hold ground here until your answer can be received
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Day before yesterday Hadge Ismein Bey, the second in command of the enemy's
army here, deserted with a fen- attendants and camels - took off the military
chest - and entered the desert for upper Egypt - This defection is said to
have been caused by his being charged with bad generalship in the affair of the
13ch u l t ~
- He commanded the cavalry
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Yesterday morning the enemy, having received fresh re-enforcements of arabs,
appeared in great numbers on the heights which overlook the town, and moved
along the site of the mountain for the space of two or three miles apparently in
search of some avenue to descend without being exposed to our cannon; but
seemed irresolute: an accident brought on an engagement - The declivity of
the mountain is a steep and uneven ledge of rocks with only one pass where
cavalry can m o w down, and this about two miles and a half from the town - The
plain below, bordering on the sea about one mile in depth, is calcareous rock and
red earth, very broken; in many places of which the brig's brass twelres could take
effect, in others impeded by ridges near the shoreAbout half way between the
town and the pass of the mountain the Bashaw had posted a few cavalry to serve
as videts - A detachment of the enemy of superior numbers descended the pass
with a v i ~ wof cutting off this post: but they were manfully resisted and repelledReenforcements of small parties joined and continued to join on one side and the
other until about 2 Oclock when the action became general - We were little
more than spectators of the scene - The Argus, as often as the enemy were uncovered from the ridges, galled them with her shot from her long twelves (the 24 lb
carronades could not reach) And we occasionally brought one of our field pieces
to bear on them from our advanced battery
But the fire of the Hornet was
lost by reason of her being too near the shore, the high bluff of which covered the
enemy - Captain Hull, who had the fairest opportunity of ascertaining it,
judges there were five thousand men on the field - The engagement lasted four
hours - Though freequently charged, the Bashaw lost not an inch of ground At length the enemy ave way and were pursued quite to the pass of the mountain,
where a regard to safgety compelIed many of them to quit their horses, which fell
into the hands of our friends This action, though fought in the barbary manner, was conducted judiciously
on the part of the Bashaw, and the victory was decidedly his - The number of
his killed and wounded is between fifty and sixty; among the latter four of his
principal officers
Some Arab women who came in from the enemy's camp
this morning, say the Beys lost between forty and fifty killed and upwards of
seventy wounded - If we could have furnished but two hundred bayonets to
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assist a charge and cut the pass of the mountain, not a horse should have escaped
M' OBannon was impatient to lead his marines and Greeks (about thirty in
number) to the scene of action - This could not be done without leaving o w
post too defenseless in case of a reverse: besides, I confess, I had doubts whether
the measures lately adopted by our commissioner of peace would justify me in
acting offensively any longer in this quarter. Had the aids come forward seasonably which we hoped to receive here we might now have been a t cape Memurat
and in fifteen days more a t Tripoli Head winds have detained the Hornet
&: a gale last night took the Argus
to sea: as soon as she returns Captain Evans will be dispatched to Headquarters I have communicated, some days since, such parts of the contents of your letter
of the nineteenth ulto as concern him to Hamet Bashaw - He answers, that,
even with supplies, it would be fruitless for him to attempt to prosecute the war
with his brother after you shall have withdrawn your Squadron from the coast But without supplies he must be left in a most forlorn situation for he can command no resources here, nor can he place any faith in provisions which may be
~Cipulatedwith his brother in his favor, except guaranteed by the United States He emphatically says that T o abandon him here i s not to cooperate with him,
but with his rival! He wishes us to take him off in case of a peace
I am extremely anxious to learn the issue of the negotiation l$'illiam Eaton
Sen.
9B-B6,
Pres.
Message,
Jan.
1806.1
[NA.
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To Master Commandant Isaac Hull, U. S. Navy, and William Eaton, from Hamet
Caramanli, Rightful Bashaw of Tripoli
FORT
ENTERPRIZE
[DERPI'E]
29 &lay 1805
Hamet Caramanlg Bashaw's compliments, to Cap%Hull & Gen! Eaton, humbly
praying that it may be convenient, to them Q to their interest, to send the two
Rlen on shore, that was last sent on board, - In earnest of which, he has hereunto affixed his Seal of Bashawship. [F. D. Roosevelt Col.]
Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus. Master Commandant Isaac
Hull, U. S. Navy, commanding, 29 May 1805
Commences with fresh gales from the Southd At 112 Past MD fort made a
signel that the Enemy were advanceing Mr Eaton went on shore At 112 Past 1 launch returned was informd that the alarm arose from a small
party of the Enemy haveing Come down the hill to plunder the arabs but that
they were best off uvithout geting any thing At Sundown fresh breazes from Southd Midnight light airs from Southd & E d
At day light fresh gales from South+ At 10 sent the Launch onshore with men
to work a t fort At 12 Moderate breazes from the South4 RIen on shore at work
[NYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]

-

Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Con:litution, Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
commanding, Wednesday, 29 May 1805
past 4 [P.M.] colonel Lear came on board. 112 past 6 the
[Off Tripoli]
town of Tripoli bore S W 112 S. 1/2 past 7 Colonel Lear left the ship
At Midnight calm and pleasant weather At 114 past S the Essex hasted a Bag
of truce and stood in for the town of Tripoli soon after it was answerd on shore
114 past 11the Spanish Consul came on board from Tripoli 112 past 11the Spanish
Consul Left the ship
Latitude Observed 32O56' N.
[USNA.]
Extract from journrrl of Surgeon Jonathan Cowdery, U. S. Navy, 29 May 1805
[Tripoli] Three frigates and a brig bore down upon the town and displayed
the easi ns and signals of peace, which were immediately answered from the
the Jew and s e v e d Turka
castle. %he Spanish consul, Fafah [Leon Farf~~g]
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went on board, and did not return until late a t night, when it was reported that
negociations for peace were going on rapidly.
[LC. Rare Books, American Captives in Tripoli or Dr. Cowdery's Journal,
Boston, 1806.1
Extract from journal of William Eaton, U. S. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies,
Wednesday, 29 l a y 1805
6 oclock p. m. A Mirabout (saint) who had experienced some charities from
me - now from the enemy, states that two women, one a t camp and the other
in town, have engaged to take me off by poison - and that the commander in
chief of the enemy hm already made them large presents, among other things a
diamond ring, brilliant solitaire, in anticipation of this Service. The Saint cautioned me against accepting any presents of pastry cooking, preserves, or fruit,
from any persons of the town.
[H. E. Huntington L&AG.]
Extracts from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. S. Navy, on board
U.6.Frigate President. Master Commandant George Cox, U. S. Navy, commanding,
Wednesday, 29 May 1805
1 The Constitution made Signal 254
A Strange sail W N W. which proved to be the U S. Brig Vizen
8 [A.M.] the U S Frigate Essez with Commodore Rodgers & C o l ~Lear on board
stood in for the town and hoisted the white flag
" which was immediatelv answered
by the Bashaur.
Noon The Town of Tripoli bore S E 112 E. 2 leagues distant
Latitude Observed 32'59' N.
[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]
Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Navy, U. 8. Brig Vixen.
Master Commandant John Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding, Wednesday, 29
May 1805
[Tripoli] This morning stood close in and the Essez fired 2 guns and hoisted
a flag of Truce. They did the same a t the Bashaw's castle and immediately sent
a boat off to the Essez. She stayed along side the Essex about 2 hours and then
went alongside the Constitution, a t which time Commodore Ro[d]gers hoisted his
broad pendant. The boat remained astern of him all day which made us all
suspect that they were negotiating a Peace or laying the foundation for one. We
did not arrive abreast of the Town until after sun setting. This day Capt. Barron
and Capt. Coxe exchanged ships-Capt. Barron on board the President and Capt.
Coxe on board the Essez.
K. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from Captain John Eodgers, U. S. Navy
U. STATESSHIPConstitution
08 Tripoli &fay SOth 1806
SIR, Yesterday the Spanish Consul returned on board again Empower'd by
the Bashaw, to negotiate a Peace; and altho it appeared by his Credentials that
he was completely authorised to conclude a final settlement of the differences,
with Cole Lear previous to his going on shore, yet he did not think Col? Lears
propositions admissable & in consequence returned on shore last Evening to consult the Bashsw further on the Business The Sp ish Consul has this moment (10 AM.) returned on board again &
says that 8 e Bashaw is not satisfied with the propositions that have been made how things will turn out is yet uncertain - Cap$Barron will be able to give you
the particulars. [Mrs. James S. Barron Col.]
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. 6. Navy, from Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General,
Algiers
ON BOARDTHE U. S. Ft Constitution
08 Tripoli May 30th 1806
SIB As C a p t ~Rodgers writes to you fully by this opportunity, and Cspto
[Jamea] Barron will be able to give you further details, it is only necessary for me
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to say, that on my first interview with the Spanish Consul, on behalf of
the Bashaw, I told him that the Propositions of the Bashaw contained in his (the
Sp Consul's) letter to me, were totally inadmissable, and if he intended to adhere
to any thing like them, the Business must end here. He assured me that they
would not be adhered to, and that he would come on board again the next day
when I could go on shore with him, to which I consented. The weather prevented
further communication till yesterday Mornr, when he came on board with a
formal power from the Bashaw to make with me all the outlines of the arrangement on board; but we differed very much in our opinions on the Subject, and I
finally gave him the enclosed proposal, with which he went on shore, assuring
him that I should not deviate from what I had then Written. - He has now
returned on board saying that the Sum was not enough; but I have silenced him
on that head by saying that no alteration could be made, and every thing now
lay with the Bashaw. Finding I wm not to be moved he requested that he might
send the boat on which he came on board, on Shore with a letter from him, while
he remained on board, which has been granted, and this evening I presume the
business will be determined.
I hope your health is mending and I flatter myself that the termination of the
Business here will be of more service by ReIeiveing your mind from anxiety, than
all the Medicine of the Phisicians.
[Stephen Decatur Col. NDA photostat, Book A.]
[30 May 18051
To Tobias L e u , U. S. Consul General, blg~ers,from Leon Farfara, Tripoli
EXCELLENCY
- Being disturbed yesterday by the sea, I was unable to have the
honor of a conference with Your Excellency, and fearing lest the same thing
happen to-day by going on board, I again find, to my regret, that I am deprived
of that pleasure. I have, however, communicated to Cavaliere de Souza all that
I have been able to find out.
I can assure you that no more favorable occasion than this could be found for
ending the disputes, in view of the inclination shown by His Highness the Bashaw
to terminate them under conditions agreeable to both parties.
I hope, therefore, that kindness will lead you to do everything in your power
to confer freedom upon your compatriots.
I n the meantime, I have the honor to subscribe myself, with the greatest
respect,
TRIPOLI,30 May 1806
[Stephen Decatur Col.]
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from John Gavino, U. S. Consul, Gibraltar
GIBRALTAR
3 O t P &fay 1805
DEARSIR I wrote the 13*PInst by the Victualling ship Ceres, & the 14tP & 224
D? PI an Engb Convoy for Malta when arriv'd RecQ of yours l l t P & 21a*ult?
since when have none of yours. - On the 21"t arrived the Ann store ship from
Baltimore with Provisions &c* for your squadron I have taken out of the former
pr note a t t foot for the Siren, as had none in store, or could be just now p u r c h e d
so that the Ann Cap. Sil* Smith takes up the remainder as pr Inv09 & Bill Lading
with Charterparty sent you by Honl Secv of the Navy, and as I am informed that
Cyracuse is the place of Rondevouse for your Preparations against Tripoly, have
order'd Cap: Smith to proceed there to the adress of our Navy Agent. The U. S. Brig Siren Capn Stewart has been sevral times a t Alguesirm and I
am sorry to find no proper Person is appointed there to assist our state Vessels
or others, altho I have represented it to Consul Isnardy of Cadiz being in his
Jurisdiction. I gave Cap* Stewart a Letter of entroduction to my friend there
Mr Peter Porrall, who speaks, Reads & writes English, and Capn Stewart findin.g
him a fitt and intelligent Person for transacting our business, besides a Person EI
much wanted there to receive and forward our letters in those times as they
frequently come from the U. S. by the way of Cadiz, we have now an Instance of
the necessit , the Ship President having gone past for Cadiz without calling here
with your 6 o r containing Dispatches for Govl & Letters for Coapul S i q s o a
Cap9 Steward as well as myself wherefore Cape Stewart has appornted m d Mr
Porrall to act as our Navy Agent a t Alguesiras untill have your approbation,
which doubt not you will confirm and see [ I ] same to hand i t to Mr Porrall. Our
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Commq of Merchant Vessels that are detaind come over often to me to call for
assistance, as no fitt Person is there to defend and attend them. - I have wrote
Mr Meade of Cadiz to demand the Box of Letters on board the President & requested him to open same and forward your Dispatches to the Honl SecT of the
Navy with all others for the U. S. those for Consul Simpson Capa Stewart & mine
t o be sent meI have now before me your favr of 30th ulto with Duplicates of 10th & 210t d~
the accompanying ones for the Honq Secy of the Navy will be forwarded by first
Conveyance observing they are duplicates of those pr the President not yet come
t o hand. I note what you say of the two Tripolin Cruisers wh got out. Your
Letter for Cap9 Stewart is Delivrd being now in Port for supplys.

*

*

*

*

*

[LC. JRP, Vol. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1
To Jacob Crowninshield from George W. Erving, U. S. Consul, London, England
LONDON
May 30th 1806
SIR Referring to my letter of April y? 2Sth to hlr Smith accompanying two
Swords purchased here by order of the Government, as Presents from Congress
to Lieut Sterritt, and Captain Decateur, which were sent under the care of Mr
Ryland Randolph of Virginia, I have now the honor to incluse to you the receipt
of the manufacturer for 87.3.0 Sterling being the amount of the Bill transmitted
in the Letter referred to. [NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 3, 1805.1
To John Stricker, Navy Agent, Baltimore, Md., from Secretary of the Navy
K A V D E P 90
~ nIay 1805
The Brig building under your agency is called the Hornet
[?\IDA. GLB, Vol. 7, 1803-1805.1
To Captain Thomas Tingey, U. S. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy
NAVD E P30
~ May 1806
The Brig now Building a t the Kavy Yard Washington is called the Wasp.
XDA. GLB, Vol. 7, 1803-1805.1
To Secretary of the Navy from Lieutenant Peter S. Ogilvie, U. S. Navy
U. S. GCN BOATNP 7 New York May 30th 1806
Sir, I have the honor to transmit for your information, the following account
of my transactions since the 14th Inst:On that day I got under way in company with the U. S. Ship J ~Adams
Q &
Gun Boats NQV
3 & 6 to proceed to the Mediterranean-we kept in company that
day & the next, but on the 16th it came on to blow very fresh in the evening, from
E. N. E. - sent down topsail & lower yards, but carrying all other sail to keep
up with the Frigate - a t 11 we lost sight of the Frigate & Gun Boats owing to its
being excessively thick & foggy - next morning (& for three days afterwards)
the fog continued - no sail in sight & a high sea running - We now discovered
that in consequence of our carrying a press of sail to keep up with the ship, we
had sprung our Mast, & found it split from the heel to the partners - I immediately had two strong wouldings clapped on below, & an Iron band above the
partners, hoping it would be su5cient t o prevent its going farther - but on the
21.9 in Lat: 37'17' Long: 65 - I found the Mast to be so weak, & work'd so
much, (the split having now got five feet above the Deck) I was induced t o believe
that should we get into a heavy sea, we would inevitably lose it
my only
alternative now, was to return, as I thought the consequences might be much
worse, were we to be dismasted in the middle of the Ocean
I cannot express to you Sir, my mortification a t the unfortunate accident, which
has thus, in some measure, defeated your, & I assure you my wish to join the
Squadron as early as possible, but I trust I shall yet be there in time to participate
in the glory which I am confident our little Navy will acquire this summer against
its enemies - I assure you nothing shall be wanting on my part to forward her

-

-
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refitting; & by the time I can have the honor of hearing from you, I shall be again
ready for Sea NO 7 is a very fine Vessel, & capable of going to any part of the world, she sails
well, holds a good wind, is very s t 8 & an excellent Sea Boat The other Gun Boats I have reason to believe were separated a t the same time
with myself, as they were still farther from the Ship when I lost sight of her, but
there is no doubt of their making their way across in safety From the time I determined to return, we experienced nothing but head winds
& calms, & from the weakness of the Mast, we were obliged to be very tender in
carrying sail - indeed, had not the Mast been made of a piece of sorrJT white
Pine, it never would have been sprung with the sail we were then carrying on it [NDA. Officers LB, 1802-1805.1
Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus, Master Commandant Isaac
Hull, U. S. Navy, commanding, 30 May 1805
[Derne] Commences with light winds and Vary able Sixteen men onshore a t
work a t the fort - At 2 P M sighted larboard anchor found the stock broke run
in shore about one Cables length and let go starboard anchor At 3 M: Eaton Came onboard a t 4 he went onshore At 112 Past 4 P M the wind shifted suden from S W to N W and blew very
fresh At sundown fresh breazes from MTestdMidnight moderate and clear weather At day light sent the launch on shore to Carry the Provisions to the fort At 8 sent 18 men on shore to work - At 112 Past 10 saw a sail in the offing
which we soon discoverd to be the U S sloop Hornet fired a gun as a signel to
the fort for Discovering her Sent the launch on shore to bring off bfr E. on the People of the towns di5covering the Sloop they Came down to the fort to se Mr E where they remained untill
she anchored constantly fireing their muskets and wriding about which is customary with the arabs when they hear good neurs or any thing happens Pleasing to
them At 12 moderate wind from Korthd Hornet in sight
[NYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]
Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Constitution. Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Wavy,
commanding, Thursday, 30 May 1805
[OffTripoli] . At 8 [A. Al.] the T,'ixen hoisted a flag of truce and stood in for the
town of Tripoli
At 112 past 9 the town of Tripoli bore South distance mile.
Latitude Observed 32'56' N.

Extract from journal of Kidshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. S. Navy, on board
U.S. Frigate President, Master Commandant George Cox, U.S. Navy, commanding,
Thursday, 30 May 1805
4 PM Capt Barron came on board and took charge of the Ship Capt Cox
went t,o the Essex.
7 C a ~ Barron
t
went on board the Constitution
10-c&pt Barron returned 11 Constztution made signal to speak us Capt Bftrron went on board.
Latitude Observed 33'00'.
[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]
Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Navy, in U. S. Brig Vixen.
Master Commandant John Smith, 0.S. Navy, commanding, Thursday, SO May
1805
Off Tripoli. This morning we went within half pistol shot of their batteries
and hove to, having our white flag hoisted. The Bashaw had his also hoisted
on hie castle. We lay there until the Spanish Consul came off in his boat attended by a number of Turkish Chiefs with a present of fruit for Commodore
Ro[d]gers. They remained on board the Constitution all day and night, the wind
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blowing too fresh to go on shore in an open boat.
gone in port.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]

Peace expected.

The Resident

To Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy, from Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy
MALTA91 May 1806
SIR: Pursuant to what is stated in my Letter of 22 ins*, officially communicating my resignation of the Command of the U. S. Squadron into your hands, I
have the Honor t o hand you herewith, Copies of all my Instructions, Orders &
authorities from the Navy Department, agreeably to the subjoined list - You
will have the goodness t o acknowledge their Receipt specifically - Should you
require any further explanation, or any extracts from my Correspondence that
may throw light upon subjects connected with the important trust which has
devolved on you, I beg leave to mention that they will be furnished with cheerfulness & alacrity, and to assure you that as far as my debilitated state will permit, you may count on my ready assistance & Cooperation, in completing every
necessary arrangement. [NA. Sen 9 B - B 6, Pres. Message, Jan. 1806.1
[31 May 18051
Negotiation concerning exchange of Prisoners
If his Excellency the Bashaw of Tripoli will send within two days from the
date hereof on board the Squadron of the United States now laying off the
harbour of Tripoli All the Citizens of the United States in his power, I engage,
on behalf of the said United States, to give him the sum of sixty thousand dollars,
and to have delivered up t o him all the Subjects of Tripoli now in the possession
of the United States, and to enter into a treaty with him founded upon principles
mutually beneficial to both nations Given under my hand on board the United States Frigate Constitution near
the harbour of Tripoli this thirty first day of May 1805
TOBIASLEAR.
Commissioner jor negociating a treaty of peace Between
the U. S . and the Bashaw of Tripoli To His Excellency
DON GERANDO
JOSEPH
DE SOUZA
Consul of Spain &
Commissioner on behalf of
His Ezcellency the Bashaw of Tripoli I n confirmation of the within proposition I again declare that when all the
Americans now in the power of His Excellency the Bwhaw of Tripoli, shall be
sent on board the American Squadron now off Tripoli, the within shall be fully
complied with, provided said Americans be sent on board said squadron before
Sun set tomorrow, if the weather permits of their being sent off Given under my hand on board the U. S. Frigate Constitution off Tripoli this
thirty first day of May 1805
TOBIASLEAR.
Commissioner on behalf of the U. S. jor negociating a eace
with His Excellency the Bashaw of &ipoli [Stephen Decatur Col.]
[31 May 18051
To Master Commandant Charles Stewart, U. 6. Navy, commanding U. S. Brig
Siren, from R. W. Meade, Cadiz, Spain
Dr SIB I wrote you the other day under cover of our Consul Kirkpatrick, since
when I have received your esteemed favor of the 15th Inst via Algeziras - I now
hand you several lettem for you whiph came inclosed in a Box directed for Mr
Gavino, and which I opened by his directions. I hope they may contain pleasing
intelligence from your friends, tho' I fear they are a little ancient from the rout
they have taken - I hand you annexed copy of a Private and Confidential letier
I received yesterday from the Minister a t Madrid, by which you will percieve
the state of things between our Countries, nothing however hostile will be openly

committed untill Congress are Called together by the President, when I aupposc
we may really expect something will be done The Privateers both here and a t Algeziraa have commenced their system of
Capturin and I believe attempt to take every American bound for Gibraltar How far Eommodore Barron may conceive himself authorized to spare a ship for
this station I cannot say, but I really think we ought to have two Ships here,
one off Algeziras and one off this Port - I t would effectually check the rascals I shall be happy a t all times to hear of your Welfare and to be advised of what
is going on CADIZ.$1'4 May 1806
[LC. JRP, Vol. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1
Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus, Master Commandant Isaac
Hull,U. 6. Navy, commanding, 31 May 1805
[Derne] Commences with moderate breazes from West4 Mr Eston Came
onboard - At 1 P M Lieu+ Evens Came onboard by whome I received dispatches from the Commodore
At 6 in the Evening sent the launch on shore with Mr Eaton At Sundown moderate gave orders to Mr Evens to have every thing in readiness to deliver some of the Provisions At day light in the morning - from
sundown to day light moderate breazes from the North4 but two much sea to take
Provisions out of the Hornet
At day light sent the launch for Provisions At 8 AM a signel was made a t
the for[t] that the Enemy were advanceing - got under way and run close in
with the fort to be in readiness for them the Hornet got under way and stood
c[l]ose in with the shore to the East4 of the fort at
Past 8 bote Came from shore by which I was informd that the Enemy
had retreated sent the launch for Provisions Kept her Constantly going for Provisions from sloop and water from shore
Every bodys Employed in makeing Prepairations to Carry into Effect the Commodores orders - 12 mod^ fine weather, Wind from the N
[NYHS. R'aval History Sec., Argus.]

-

Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Comlilulion, Captain John Rodgers, U. 6. Navy,
commanding, Friday, 31 May 1805
[Off Tripoli] At 5 [P. M.] the Spanish Consul came on board At 7 close reeft
the to sails the town of Tripoli bearing S B E % E distance 1 Mile
At bidnight Light breezes and pleasant weather. At 7 turn,d the reefs out
of the top sails.
past 7 the Spanish Consul Left the ship At 8 sent up the
skysail mast At 9 discoverd a sail of[f] the Lee beam Made the signal to the
Essez to chace W S W. the strange sail proved to bee the Nautilus The President
Essex V k e n and Nautilus in company.
Latitude Observed 32'50'N.
[USNA.]
Extract from journal of Surgeon Jonathan Cowdery, U. S. Navy, 31 May 1805
[Tripoli] The Spanish consul and Shous Hammad went on board the commodore, and returned a t night. The Bashaw sent me to inform captain Bainbridge,
that peace was agreed on, which I did to the great joy of the officers.
[LC. Rare Books, American Capfives i n Tripoli or Dr. Cowdew's Journal,
Boston, 1806.1
Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. S. Navy, on b o d
U. S. Frigate Presided, Captain James Barron, U. S. Navy, commanding, Friday,
31 May 1805
2 Capt Barron came on board, Tripoli bearing S B E M E. 6 Miles, parted
company with the Squadron Latitude Observed 33'40' N. Longitude Observed 12'59' E.
[Mrs. C. E. FOXoriginal, NDA photostat.]
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Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. 6 . Navy, U. 6 . Brig Vixen.
Master Commandant John Smith, U.S. Navy, commanding, Friday, 31 May 1806
[Tripoli] This day pleasant with light winds. About 8 this morning the
boat came from the Constitution with the Spanish Consul. Commodore Ro[d]gers
spoke Capt. Smith and desired he would take the boat in tow and take her in
and wait until she was ready to come out, and then tow her out to him, observing
a t the same time that this time going in wonld decide the business. Arrived
on our cruising ground this morning the U. S. Sch. Nautilus from Malta. The
boat came again with the Spanish Consul a t 1 o'clock P. M. We then made
sail and stood off to the Constitution. When we came up with her Capt. Smith
went on board with the Spanish Consul and remained until after sun set.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]

To George Harrison, Navy Agent, Philadelphia, Pa., from Captain Edward Preble,
U. 6. Navy
BOSTON
June 1805
Dr SIR I send you three sketches of attacks on Tripoly by our Squadron in
August last, perhaps they may be of some service to the person who cuts the
medal.
Please to inform me when it is probable the medal will be finished and what
will be the expence of striking a few in Copper,
I have a painting of the first attack six feet long by 4 wide it is the only one
I have a t present, but it shall be sent to you if the engraver wishes it. I however
presume the sketches will answer his purpose.
[LC. EPP, Vol. 15, June-Aug. 1805.1
[June 18051
To Brigadier General Henry Dearborn, U. S. Army, Collector of the Port of Boston,
Mass. from Captain William Bainbridge, U. S. Navy
NOVEMBER
22, 1822.
DEARGENERAL,
- I n overhauling my Books and Papers I cannot find the
Journal I kept in Prison a t Tripoli. I am under the impression that you returned
it to me - and that I leant it to someone t o read but I have so faint a recollection of it that I cannot be positive, or to whom - if you should not have it - I
hope you'll do me the favor to enquire of David Forhan and l l r Jas Tilon (1) [Haverford College.]
[ l June 18051
To Minister of Foreign Affairs to Bashaw of Tripoli, from Tobias Lear, U. S.
Consul General, Algiers
Whereas Captain Bainbridge, late of the U. S. Frigate Philadelphia, has been
permitted by the Bashaw of Tripoli, t o come on board the United States Frigate
Constitution now off Tripoli, and has given information to me that the Bashaw
is desireous of a peace with the United States of America; and willing to release
the Americans now in his power upon the terms mentioned in my proposal of
the 30tb of May; yet he is desireous of having a treaty of peace between the said
United States and himself made and agreed upon by the parties, before he
delivers said Americans on board the Squadron now off Tripoli, and said Captain
Bainbridge declaring that the Americans will not be given up before such treaty
be made, I agree t o make such treaty on behalf of the said United States, provided the said Bashaw shall send on board the United States Frigate Constitution
a proper Character, duly authorized on his part, for negociating said treaty,
upon the completion of which and its acceptance by both parties, All the Americans now in the possession of the Bashaw of Tripoli shall be delivered up, agreeably to my proposition on the 30tb of May Aforesaid. Given under my hand on board the U. States Frigate Constitution off Tripoli,
this first day of June 1805
TOBIASLEAR.Commissioner on behalf qf the U. States for
negodating a peace with the Bashaw of !l'ripoli
TO SIDI MUHAMED
DGHIES
Minister of Foreign affairs
to His Excellency the Bashaw of Tripoli
[Stephen Decatur Col.]
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[ l June 180511
To Nicholas C. Nissen, Danish Consul, Tripoli, from Sidi Yusuf Caramanli, Bashaw
of Tripoli
TRANSLATION OF THE TESQUERI

PRAISEBE TO GOD.
To our Friend, in whom we have full confidence, Nissen, Danish Consul,
residing in our Town, whom we have authorized to conclude Peace between us
and the Americans and given full authority in consequence to speak of everything that concerns our advantage and in our name, having renounced the other
Mediator in whom we have found some faults.
At Tripoli, the 3rd [illegible] (1 June 1805?] 1220
By order SIDI YUSOUF
CARAMANLI.
[Translator's Note. The phrase: "iu whome we have full wnfidenw" is arenderingof a somewhat obscure
French translation of some Arabic meaning. It could also he rendered: "devoted to us in the opinion of
all", which would bo more literal, if that 1s wllnt the Arable intended to convey. Due to the uncertain
meaning df the words, the translator is unable to certtfy that the above rcuderings are correct or approximately so. The French reads: attache A nous de tout jugement.]

IStephen Decatur Col.]
[ l June 18051
To Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General, Algiers, on board U. S. Frigate Corulifufion.
from Captain William Bainbridge, U. S. Navy
DEARSIR This will be handed you by Nicholas, C, Nissen Esqr, His Danish
Majestys Consul, who in conformity to yours and my own wishes goes on board
the Constitution on the buisimess depending - I recommend Consul Nissen to
you, as my perticular friend and the freind of the American Citizens prisoners
here - I shall only add that we prisoners hopes through you to obtain a speedy
liberation
Saturday night 12 OClock
[Stephen Decatur Col.]
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from Master Commandant Thomas
Robinson, Jr., U. S. Navy
ANCONA
June la$
1805
DEARSIR, I arrived here the 30th Ult? from Venice. I immediately waited on
the Governor opend my business met a friendly reception & put the two Barks
in the Carpenters hands to fortify for heav Guns, this compleately aranged & not
finding boats to purchase here to my mind shoved off for Senegala a place twenty
Miles from here & were they are built of every discription. I met Success put four
in hands & return'd this evening. - to Ancona, its now 12 0 Clock. I shall go on
board, get under way for Trieste settle my accounts there, take under convoy a
Brig belonging to Philad! call a t this place, pick up the Boats & on the Wings of
Anxiety and dispatch 0y to you. - I cou'd line the Coast of Tripoli with Gun
Boats from this place & I have the satisfaction t o say I meet warm friends in
every port the Governer here is very clever & gives me full author~tyto proceed
The little fleet from here will consist of 5 Boats of one 24 ea. - &
as I please.2 of 4-24 ea and all to be prepar'd for to receive the Guns by this Day Week. I am well aware that I am late, but this is not my fault, if Cap. B had come over
here. (& I am astonish'd he did not think of it) he might have done what he
pleased. - I hope my proceeding will meet your approbation
[LC. JRP, Vol. 1, March 1791-Dec. 1814.1

Y

To James Simpson, U. S. Consul, Tangier, Morocco, from Master Commandant
Charles Stewart, U. S. Navy
U. S. Bma Siren June Iat 1806
COPY
DEARSIR Since m last respects t o you the American Ship Ann has arrived
from Baltimore, with 8rovisians, Amunition and Stores for the use of the Squadron,
under the Command of Commodore Barron - By the last advices from Commodore Barron, there appears t o be considerable risque in American vessels passing
up the Mediterranean without being protected by some armed force in Conse-
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of two of the Enemy's Corsairs having eluded the Blockade of Tripoli
uring the bad weather - Considering the great importance the Amunition and
other Articles Contained in the Store Ship, will be to the Squadron in our operations against Tripoli and the evil arising to the United States, should the Ann
unfortunately fall into the Enemy's hands, I have in consequence thereof, thought
proper to Come to Tangier, for the purpose of knowing whether the situation of
our Affairs will admit of the Siren's proceeding with the Ann as Convoy and if
you coincide with me in opinion, that it is of importance she should be protected
to Malta under the existing Circumstances and think the Siren can be spared for
that purpose without great injury to our &airs in this Quarter Commodore Barron writes me under date of the 30th April (he not having
received any of our letters) that he is apprehensive our AfTairs in this Quarter
are not all right by my remaining on this Station and, observes "his wishes r e
specting the Siren were fully express'd in his letter of the 6'h March"
He is
recovering his Health and Strength fast and writes in good Spirits[NDA. MC LB, 1804-5.1

-

[l June 18051
To Captain Edward Preble, U. 6. Navy, from John Stinson, Master of American
ship Huntrcu
LONDON
August 20th 1805
SIR on my arrival a t Liverpool, I wrote for the information of government,
giving a Statement of the capture of the Ship huntress (laden with government
Stores) on my arrival here, Mr Lyman inform'd me he had not wrote induc'd me
to forward this least the first should miscarry. On June the first LatQ 36.20 K.
Longd 74.50 I was brought too by a Spanish Schooner Privateer call'd La maria
Comand'd by Antonio Lobo from Porto Rico. (the reason, Lobo gave for detaining the Ship was her being bound for a British port and not having a Spanish
passport) After robing the Ship of ten barrels bread, One barrel tar and Sundry
other articles Took all my crew out except the cabin boy, put a Prize master and
eleven Spaniards on board and ordered the Ship for Porto Rico - on June 9th
in Sight of Bermudas was retaken by two English Guineamen after taking the
Spaniards out Put a prize master and crew on board and order'd the Ship for
Liverpool Where She arriv'd 16'h ult much darnag'd. [NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 4, 1805.1
[ l June 18053

To Caesar A. Bodney, Attorney General of the United States from Secretary of the
Navy

NAVYDEPAR?
7 March 1808.
On the 18 da of May 1805 the Department chartered the Ship Huntress to
proceed with a 8argo of naval Stores from this plsce to Malta & SyracuseShe
soon after proceeded to Sea on this voyage - was captured on the l e t June by a
Spanish armed Vessel, recaptured on the 9th by a British armed Vessel & sent to
Liverpool where she arrived on the 16th July 1805. - She was there libelled
in the high Court of Admiralty by the recaptors for salvage, & decreed to he
restored upon payment of the recaptors costs, 12 Sept? 1805 - Her Cargo was
then landed in England in consequence of the unauthorized interposition of the
American Consul a t London.
By the Charterparty you will perceive that 28 lay days exclusive of Sundays
were allowed the Department a t Malta & Syracuse.
The freight in this case, had the cargo have been delivered a t Malta & Syracuse
agreeably to the Charterparty would have amounted to $8472:95
The owners of the Huntress received a t this place on account of the freight prior
----to the Sailing of the Vessel - - - , - , - - - - - - - - - - -6472:95
and our Consul a t London paid without
Depacment
any authority from?!t
on their account
2444. 44

-.

So that the owners have received
$8917.39
which is $444:44: more than they would have been entitled to receive t a d the
cargo have been landed agreeably t o the Charterparty a t Malta or Syracwe.

- - - - - - - , - - - _ _ - _ - -
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The owners however allege that the original capture of the Huntress proceeded
from the neglect of the Government t o furnish the Vessel with proper Documents for the voyage, & that therefore their claim for detention &c of the Vessel is
reasonable & ought to be allowed - The proper Documents referred to in their
petition mean, it appears by the petition; "a Certificate from the Spanish Consul"
The Huntress was furnished with a Certificate from the President of the United
States, stating that the Cargo was the property of the United States, intended for
the use of their Squadron in the Mediterranean. Similar Certificates from the
British & French Ministers were furnished. There was no Certificate from the
Spanish Minister furnished, and it is not alleged that there was any other p a p r
wanting. At the time the Huntress sailed there was no official communication
between this Government & the Spanish Minister. There was no Stipulation in
the Charterparty to furnish any of these Certificates.
The accompanying papers will afford you every other information necessary to
enable you to form an opinion upon the case. I ask the favor of your opinion
upon this claim, as early as you can conveniently transmit it to me.
[NDA. GLB, Vol. 9, 1807-1809.1
[Enclosure]

[18 May 18051
Charter of American Ship Hunfrms
This Charter Party made and concluded upon this eighteenth day of May
One thousand eight hundred and Five, between IVilliam Hodgson of Alexandria
in the District of Columbia merchant as Agent for Robert Ellwell of Wiscasset, in
the District of Maine, Owner of the Ship Huntress of the Burthen of Two hundred
and Sixty nine Tons or thereabouts, of the one part & Thomas Tingey Esq?
Agent of the United States of America of the other part-Witnesseth that the said
William Hodgson as Agent aforesaid charters to the said Thomas Tingey, Agent
as aforesaid the said Ship Huntress whereof John Stenson is a t present Master
now laying a t the port of Washington and having on board a Cargo of Govemment Stores as per bill of Lading hereunto annexed, on a Voyage from the City
of Washington to hialta and thence to Syracuse, if so directed by the navy agent
a t Malta where the Voyage is to cease & determine. The said William Hodgson
as Agent aforesaid agrees and engages that the said Ship shall be properly manned
and victualled for the Voyage and that she shall proceed with all dispatch on her
Voyage, and further agrees to allow the said Thomas Tingey twenty eight working
lay days (each day being considered so with the exception of Sundays) a t Malta and
Syracuse-calculating as Lay Days the number of days (Sundays excepted) the
said Vessel shall be detained a t Malta and Syracuse, after she shall arrive a t
those Ports and be ready to deliveer her Cargo until1 she shall have delivered her
Cargo, & the said William Hodgson further agrees; that should there be any Lett
or hinderance on the part of the Owner or Captain of the said Vessel, which shall
prevent her proceeding on her Voyage, that then and in that Case, he will return
to the said Thomas Timgey, or to any other Person authorized by the Secretary
of the Navy to receive it, the whole Amount of Freight advanced to him the said
Thomaq Tingey with legal Interest thereon from the Date hereof-In
Consideration whereof the said Thomas Tingey Agent as aforesaid has loaded the
said Ship Huntress with a Cargo of Government Stores & engages to receive the
same a t the Port of Discharge from alongside, and to pay or cause to be paid a t
and after the ratc of three Dollars money of the United States, per Barrel, for
each and every Barrel of Flour & Bread shipp'd on board and other articles after
the same Rate for equivalent Measurement the whole amount of Freight excepting the Sum of Two thousand Dollars to be paid by him or s' ning Bills of Lading,
& the remaining Two Thousand Dollars to be paid a t the?ort of Discharge on
Delivery of the Cargo in Specie. And the said Wm Hodgson further agrees that
there shall be no private Shipment (excepting the necessary Stores for the Use
of the Ship) nor any other than Property of the United States, shipp'd on board
the said Ship-It is further agreed between the Parties aforesaid, that should
the said ship be detained a t the Ports of Malta and Syracuse longer than the lay
Days before mentioned the said Thomas Tingey shall cause to be paid to the said
Wiiliam Hodgson or to his assigns, the Sum of Fifty Dollars money of the United
States, for each day so detained day by day as the m e shall become due--In
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Witness whercof the Parties aforesaid have hereunto set their hands and Seals
the Day and Year first above written
signed Wm HODGSON
(Seal)
for ROBELLSWELL
signd THOPTINGEY(Seal)
Signed Sealed and delivered
in presence of
signed C H AGOLDSBOROUGH
~
dv J K SMITH

*

[NDA.

*

*

*

*

*

*

Misc. LB, Vol. 5, 1806.1

Extract from journal of Surgeon Jonathan Cowdery, U. S. Navy, 1 June 1805
[Tripoli] The truce continued. Bainbridge went on board the commodore
and returned a t night. Our men were still drove to hard labour, and our officers
kept confined.
[LC. Rare Books, American Captitles in Tripoli or Dr. Cowdery's Journal,
Boston, 1806.1
Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus. Master Commandant Isaac
Hull,U. S. Navy, commanding, 1 June 1805
[Derne] Commences with moderate breazes from h-orth.! Mr Evens came
onboard - Launch Employed waterin and bring Provisions from the Sloop
[Hmnet] At 5 Past 3 Hamed Bashaw a n f his Minister Came onboard
At 4
he went on shore - At Sundown Moderate At 12 Moderste and clear weather
At day light moderate sent the Launch for water
At 41 Past 10 the weather appearing Very dirty with thunder and rain wind on
shore did get underway and beat off - about 1 j/z mils and anchored in thirteen
fathoms water At Mer? wind Very Varyable with Thunder and showers of
Rain with a Sea from N. E
[NYHS. Naval History Sec., Argwr.]

-

-

Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Navy, U. S. Brig Vixen,
Master Commandant John Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding, Saturday, 1 June
1805

Off Tripoli. This day pleasant with light winds. We stood in under the
batteries and lay to for the boat which we momentarily expected. At 12 o'clock
the boat came off, and to our joy Captain Bainbridge was in it. He came on board
and exhibited a spirit of joy and gladness, mixed with humiliation which I never
saw before in all my life time. His first entrance on board was truly a speciman
of joy to excess, but his pale meagre countenance showed how the confines of
Barbary fiends would dilate the whole system of a Christian. As soon as we came
up with the Constitution, Capt. Smith and Capt. Bainbridge went on board and
remained there until 6 o'clock P. &I. Then coming on board we gave them a tow
near in and cmt them off and Capt. Bainbridge once more went to his dark cell.
F. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
To William Biggins, U. S. Navy Agent, Malta, from Captain John Rodgers, U. S.
Navy
U. STATESSHIP Constifution
Syracuse June [July] BQ 1806
Sir T h i ~Morning I had the honor of receiving your favour of the 2gth Ult?,
and thank you for the accompanying News Papers, as also your informing me
that my friends in America are wellThe Stores of the John Adams you will
be pleased to have stored a t Malta, and should any of the Gun Boats arrive there,
you will direct them t o take on board Provisions for a t least three Months, provided they can carry it; t o have all their Water filled up, and wait a t Malta my
further orders. -
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The Brig Argus I have directed to be got ready to proceed to Alexandria with
the Money Indebted to Mr Briggs, she will be with you in four or five Days a t
farthest - I have not had a Vessel to spare for this purpose before [LC. JRP, L Bk B, May 1805-July 1806.1
To Captain James Barron, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. Frigate Pruident. Halta,
from Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
U. STATES
SEIPConstitution
Off Tn'poli June 2 d 1806
SIR, Nothing has transpired since you left here worth communicating further
than what Lieutt Dent will be able to inform you of. - In case there is any
certainty of the British taking possession of Sicily, in the course of a few Weeks,
I shall prefer the Provisions that are coming out being landed a t Malta, & the
as the British
Squadron Rendezvousing a t that place, instead of Syracuse.
having possession of Sicily, will give us more difficulties to contend with a t the
latter place: a t least for some months after they take possession. - If the
Business here 1s settled I intend going to Tunis so soon as the Squadron is collected;
you will therefore desire the Commanders, a3 you meet them to Provision their
Vessels for Ten Weeks
I expect to be with you in 4 or 5 Days. [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1

-

-

To Master Comms~dantJohn E. Dent, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. Schooner
Nautilus, from Ceptain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
U. S. S a r ~Constitution
OffTripolz June RQ 1806.SIR You will proceed t o Malta without loss of time, hand Commo: Barron mv
Letters and requlre of hfr Higgins 14000 Spanish Dollars, proceed direct to Ale;andria, pap the same into the hands of Messr? Briggs of that place, take the
necessary Receipts and return as soon as possible to Syracuse - As the h'azdilua
wants some repairs the Enterprize, provided She is a t Malta, will perform this
service, In which case you will transfer these Orders to Lieut. Robison for his
Government, and after taking in provisions for ten weeks Cruize, proceed to
Syracuse where you will wait my further Orders. [NHF. Dent's LB, 1803-1810.1
To Captain Samu el Barron, U.S. Navy, Malta, from Captain John Rodgers, U. S.
Navy
C. S . SHIP Constitution
off Tnpoli June 24 1805
SIR, I have sent the Nautilus, Lieutt Dent, to Malta for the purpose of conveying the 14,000 Spanish Dollars to Messq Briggs of that place, [Alexandria]
and perfectly coincide with you in opinion "That this Money ought to be fornrarded Immediately", I would thank you Sir to desire Mr Higgins not to detain
the Schooner longer than he can avoid, - If the Enterprzze is a t Malta, f would
prefer her performing this Service as the Naulzlus wmts some repairs
[on the back of the Letter]
If neither Commo: Barron or Capt Barron be a t Malta, M,i. Higgins will please
communicate the contents of this Letter to the commander of the Enterprize,
provided she is a t Malta. P C . JRP, Letters & Orders Book A, 1804-1805.1

-

12 June 18051
A Neapolitan befriended by U. S. prisoners in Tripoli

PERTE-AMBOY,
1st Aug. 1806.
SIR, You will oblige me by giving in your paper a place to the enclosed letters.
The person whom the crew of the Philadelphia released from bondage was a Nea-
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politan, and one of the drivers over them; and who no doubt would have remained
forever a captive, had it not been for the generosity of the American Tars.
I am respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
hlaj. J ~ c ~ s oPhiladelphia.
a,
WM.BAINBB~GE.
[Enclosm]

TRIPOLI,4th June, 1806.
SIR, I enclose you a letter received from the crew of the U. States' late frigate
Philadelphia, you are directed to comply with their very laudable request, and
make the charges respectively against them.
Youm,

WM.BAINBBIDGE,

KEITJJSPENCE,
Esq. Purser.

PRISON,TRIPOLI,June 2.
Sla, A twelvemonth ago, a number of the ship's company proposed a plan for
the relief of one of the Neapolitans, who, as far as was in his power, showed our
people many kindnesses, it was dropped for that. time; our emancipation not
admitting of a doubt, we have again resumed the same laudable undertaking,
and find the majority of the ship's company happy to have it in their power to
contribute so essentially to the happiness of a fellow creature; upwards of 300
dollars have been subscribed for that purpose, and i t now, sir, rests with you,
whether the business shall be completed or not, by advancing the money; each
subscriber is willing to give all the security requisite for the reimbursement of the
cash-aa the time is short, you will oblige us by sending an answer as soon as
possible, we earnestly hope that it may be favorable, rtnd that our poor fellow
sufferer shall not be Ieft to suffer the bitter pangs of disappointment.
With our best wishes for your health and happiness, we remain your's, &c.
STEPHEN
HOWELL,
~~~~~.~~~ in behdj of the subscribers a s p e r list annaed
JOHN
SMITH.
ESq.
TO Capt. Wbl. BAINBRIDGE,
[LC. National Zntelligencer, 9 Oct. 1805.1

I

To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from Captain Eugb G. Campbell, U. 6.
Navy

-

Constellation, VALLETEHARBOUR.
J u w fl 1806
SIR, My Expectation was to have left Tunis on the 27tb Ultimo, as pr advice
by the Vixen, from which I was prevented in consequence of dispatches received
by Ben Tunes from Malta, that brought on a tedious and worn discussion between
Mr Davis, the Bey and Minister, which did not Terminate until1 the Evening
of the 29th for particulars I refer you to Mr Davis'? Dispatches, on the 30tC about
Meredian hfr Davh his Secretary and Drogeman came on board, delivela me his
letters & a t 5 P. M took leave which circumstance Enabled me to sail that Evening - General opinion is that the Recent captures are Tunesian property,
which the Bey says publicly, must be restored, but secreetly thinks they will
not: - however the people should be Immediately sent home in some way or other
and the sooner this is done, the sooner wilI the Bey be made acquainted with your
determination to Retain the vessels in question which he already expects will be
the case - the Tunesian Frigate and four Zebecks are hsuld into the Mold,
and all the smaller Vessels in the Bason, he has 15 Gun boats Equipt for eervice,
and three of his small Corsairs saild on Tuesday Evening, Two Latteeners & one
small Zebeck - The British Consul Landed from the Morgiana on Tuesday morning, since that I am informed, he is engaged in business not less important then
our own [Mm.James 6. Banon original.]
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To Captain Hugh G. Campbell, U. 6. Navy, commanding 0.I.Frigate ~mtdatio&
from Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy
MALTA
June W 1805.
Sir! The importance of the Dispatches from Tunis, brought by the Frigate under
your Command, & the necessity of t.heir being early communicated to Captain
John Rodgers now in the Constitution off Tripoli, to whom the Command of the
U States Squadron hss devolved in consequence of my resignation, induces me to
request that you proceed with all practicable dispatch off that Harbor, & on falling
in with the Constitution to deliver said dispatches to that officer &z receive his
Orders as Commr in chief-In case of Captain Rodgers having left the Coast you
will deliver the said Dispatches to the senior Officer on the Station & follow his
Instructions.[NA. Sen. 9 B-B 6 , Pres. Message, Jan. 1806.1
To Master Commandant Charles Stewart, U. S. Navy, commanding U. I.Brig
Siren, from James Simpson, U. S. Consul, Tangier, Morocco
COPY
TANGIERf?! June 1806
DEAESIR The Necessity of the Store Ship having immediate Convoy is obvious - At this moment there is no absolute necessity for the Siren remaining on
this Station' but from one day to another we may now not onIy expect to see the
Emperor's druisers arrive from Lisbon, but that his other vessels will also be got
ready for Sea For these reasons I fully hope this Station will not be left without one or more
Vessels of War of the United States and that the Siren or some other will be sent
down so soon as the Ann is put in Safety[NDA. MC LB, 1804-5.1
Extract from journal kept on board 0.6. Brig Argus. Master Commandant Isaac
Hull, U. S. Navy, commanding, 2 June 1805
[Derne] Commences with moderate breazes and pleasant Launch employed
bringing Provisions from the [Sloop] HornetAt 4 the fort made a signel for a bote sent the Jolly bote on shore - At 6
Mr Eaton Came onboard - At 9 Mr Eaton went on shore - At 12 fresh gales
from the North? a sea setting on shore At day light fresh gales from the North4 and mTest4 Sent the launch onboard
the Hornet to assist Lieut Evens in warping her further of[f] shore At 9 the Launch returned - At M D fresh breazes from the North4 and a
Sea setting on shore [NYHS. Nbval History Sec., Argus.]
Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Conslifufion,Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
commanding, Sunday, 2 June 1805
[Off Tripoli] At 1 [P. M.] Cap$ Bairlbridge came on board from Tripoli
5/, past 1 discoverd a saq to.the W S W. % paat 6 cap$ Bainbridge left the ship
At Sunset the town of Trlpoll bore E B S distance 4 Miles
At 10 [A. M.] the Deanish Consul came along side from Tripoli.
[USNA.]
Extract from journal of Surgeon Jonathan Cowdery, U. S. Navy, 2 June 1805
I received a letter from captain Bainbridge, stating that the terms of peace
were agreed on, and that we should soon go on board the squadron. I immediately
read this letter t o our crew, who were so overjoyed that many of them shed tears,
They were still drove to hard work, and many of them flogged.
[LC. Rare Books, American Captwes in E p o l i or Dr. Cowdery's Journal,
Boston, 1806.1
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Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. 6. Navy, on board
0.6. Frigate Presided. Captain James Banon, U. S. Navy, commanding, Sunday,
2 June 1805
4 Saw a strange sail to the NQ & 334
6 Saw the Isle of Malta. N E B N 15 leagues. (doubtful.)
Latitude Observed 3j038' North
[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]
Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Navy, U. 8. Brig Vixen,
Master Commandant John Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding, S u ~ d a y2, Jcne 1806
[Tripoli] This day pleasant. The Danish Consul came off and business wore
a very favorable prospect. Arrived the Frigate Constellation from Malta,
[L. F. Middlebrook. PU'DA copy.]
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, Malta, from Captain John Rodgers, U. S.
Navy
Constitution O F F TRIPOLI
June $4 1805
SIR By the Sperronara you dispatched from Mslta, I have this instant received
Duplicates of the Government Dispatches you forwarded by the Nautilus, with
Mr Simpson's representations relative to our affairs wjth Morocco.
1shall be
a t hlalta in the course of three or four days after this reaches you, & in time
I hope to send a force to hforocco to meet Mr Simpson's TVishea. - The business
is so far finished that a flag-Staff is making on board the Conlrtitution to disphy
the American flag on the Consular House.
[NA. Sen. 9 B-B 6, Pres. Message, Jan. 1806.

-

To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, Malta, from Captain John Bodgers, U. S.
Navy
Constitution OFF TRIPOLI
June 34 1805
Private
DEARSIR I have this moment rec'd your Esteemed favour of the 26tb Ultv
The Nadilua was just on the eve of departure for hlalta, when the Sparnaro
arrived
Our business here k so far finishedas not to leave me a hope of receiving a Button for my services, much more a Medal, I have this very Instant received
a line from Bainbridge who again desires to be remembered to you atfectionately nothing on the score of Peace, remains now to be done, farther than the discussion
of some trivial matters
[LC. JRP, Letters d: Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1

-

-

-

To Captain Semuel Barron, U. 6. Navy, Malta, from Captain John Rodgers, U. S,
Navy
U, S FRIGATEconstitution
o ~ 7Tripoli June 8'4 1805
SIR In all probability Peace will be concluded wit.h Tripoli tomorrou~: In which
case it is likely the prisoners will be on board the Squadron tomorrow morning
COUPLear, who has not yet been on shore, goes tomorrow for the purpose of
concluding matters Capt Bainbridge, on parole, was on board the Constztuticm
yesterday: he desires to be affectionately remember'd to you & your Brother
The Bashaw is much humiliated which he even hamseZj confesses; and I think
1can venture to say that jt is the last War the Regency will ever wage against
None of the Philadelphia's Officers have died
they are all
the U States
well
this will be pleasing news t o their friends
[Mrs.James S. Barron Col.]

-

-

-

-

*
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Correspondence concerning Nicholas C. missen, Danish Consul, Tripoli
PERTHAMBOY,
30 Sept. 1805.
SIR, I enclose you copies of letters which I will thank you to publish in your
paper-they
will convey (but feebly) to my countrymen, the obligations
myself and fellow sufferers in captivit,y, were under to Nicholas C. Nissen, Esq.
his Danish Majesty's consul to the Regency of Tripoli, for his humane and
friendly attention. In fact, had we not met with such a character of philanthropy as Mr. Nissen, our situation would have been truly deplorable.
I am, respectfully your obedient servant,

Editor
Major WM, JACKBON,
of the Political Register, Phil}
TRIPOLII N BARBARY
Sd June 1805.
SIR, WE, officers of the U. States' Iate frigate Philadelphia, wrecked on the
coast of Tripoli, to do justice to our feelings, address this letter of thanks to you
for your kind, humane and generous conduct during our captivity in this place.
The philanthropy which you showed to us a t the first moment of our misfortune,
and your unremitted attention t o the end of it, believe us, SIR,is deeply impressed
on our hearts; and we shall never cease to remember it with the warmest gratitude,
and to offer our prayers to that Being who rewards benevolent deeds, for your
health and happiness
KM.BAIKBRIDGE,
Capt.
and
..
. 29
... offirern

To NICHOLAS
C. NIBSEX,Esq,
His Danish Majesty's Comul, Mpoli.)
TRIPOLIIN BAEBARY,
Sd June, 1805.
DEARSIR, I do myself the honor of enclosing you a letter of thanks from the
American Naval officers, lately prisoners in Tripoli, for your humane and friendly
attention to them during their captivity. The sentiments they have expressed,
be assured, are but faint shadows of their feelings:-your
kindness is deeply
registered in the heart of every individual of them, and no time will ever efface
the rememberance of it.
I shall not attempt to convey to you a just idea of my own feelings for your
disinterested friendship, and the risli which you have run to serve myself and fellow
sufferers, as words would be inadequate to the task; but believe me to be t r d p
impressed with the gratitude which such kindness merits, and that it ever will
be one of my greatest pleasures to hear of your happiness.
WM, BAIRBRIDGE.
C. NIBSEN,Esq. Tripoli.
NICHOLAB

U. S. FRIGATE,President,
BAYOF GIBRALTAR,
97 July, 1805.
DEARSIR,The officers of the U. States' late frigate Philadelphia, lately prisoners
in Tripoli, having received from Nicholas C. Nissen, Esq. his Danish malesty's
Consul a t that Regency, the most humane and friendly attention during their
captivity in that place--and
being desirous to express their grateful sense of his
benevolent services, have agreed to'present to him an URN with a proper emblem:
I have, therefore, to request your goodness to take on you the commission of
having a suitable one made in London, and delivered to his Danish majesty's
minister residing a t the Court of St. James, accompanied by the letter herein
enclosed. I feel confident, sir, that you will readily comply with my request;
and also excuse the trouble attending it, particularly as it is to convey to our
friend a mark of gratitude for his attention.
m-M.BAINBRIDGE,
JOHNGAVINOes cons
(or the U:S. B;braZta3
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U. 5. SHIP,President
87 July, 1806.
BAYOF GIBRALTAR,
DEARSIR, I n behalf of myself and officers, I have to request your acceptance
of an URN, which accompanies this letter, as a pledge of our grateful sense of your
humane and friendly attention to us while captives in Tripoli (Barbary.)We tender you this pledge, not for the nominal value, but as a lasting monument
of our gratitude for your benevolence, and uith i t our best wishes for your health
and happiness.
WM. BAINBRIDGE.
[LC. National Intelligencer, 9 Oct. 1805.1
[3 June 18051
To Secretary of the Navy from George Harrison, Navy Agent, Philadelphia, Pa.
SIR I am honor'd with your letter of the 30 Ult? - When Commodore Preble
was here I had his profile likeness taken by a portrait painter, & he promised to
send me on a sketch of the action off Tripoli, which he has neglected to do, of
course the design has been suspended PHILADJune 3 4 1806
[NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 3, 1805.1
--

Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig A r f q Master Commandant Isaac
Hull,U. S. Navy, commanding, 3 June 1805
[Derne] Fresh breazes and clear weather - At j/z Past M D fort made a signel
that the Enemy were advanceing - got underway to beat to the West4 to get close
to the fortAt 2 the fort made s signel that all was well At $4 Past 2 came to anchor At
about a miles distance from the fort sent the Launch on shore to se what had
occationed the alarm - At 4 Capt Evens came onboard. At 5 Mr Eaton Came
off was informed by him that the alarm was occasioned by a party of the Enemies
comeing near the Town to Rob the Bedoins of their Cammels and Men [?I but
that they were beat off with the loss of one man At 11 Mr Eaton went on shore & Mr Evens onboard the Sloop At 12 Light airs
from the North4 - At day light sent the launch on shore with a party of men to
work a t the fort and to get a load of water for the Hornet - At 8 Launch returned
with water sent her on shore a t 9 with Provisions for the fort Launch on shore with a party at work At 12 moderate wind from the
[NYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]
Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Comfitufion,Captain John Bodgers, U. 6. Navy,
commanding, Monday, 3 June 1805
P M commences with light breezes and pleasant weather the Deanish Consul
Left the ship. % past 4 the Deanish Consul came a long side from Tripoli. A
Maltes boat came along Side from the Essex. At 6 the town of Tripoli bore S 5
W distance 5 miles 5 past 7 the Deanish Consul left the ship
At midnight Light breezes and pleasant weather
At g past 8 furled Sails and let go the stream anchor in 23f4 fathoms Water
the town of Tripoli bearing S B E. distance-2.g miles At 9 the Deanish consul
came on board
At Meridian Light breezes and pleasant weather
[USNA.]
Extract from journal of Surgeon Jonathan Cowdery, U. 6. Bavy, 3 June 1806
[Tripoli] The articles of peace were signed, and salutes fired from the frigates
and batteries.
[LC. Rare Books, American Captive8 in Tripoli or Dr. Cowdery's Journal,
Boston, 1806.1
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Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. S. Bavy, on board
U. S. Rigate Prwident. Captain James Barron, U. 6. Navy, commanding, Monday,
3 June 1805
3. The U. S. F Constellation made her private Signal which we answered 5 Came to in the Harbour of Malta in 13 fathoms water, the light N E.
6 Hove up and Warped up to the quarantine place Ran a hauser on shore
and moored the Ship head and Stern
Employed Watering
[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]

-

-

Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Bavy, U. S. Brig Vixen
Master Commandant John Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding, Monday, 3 June 1806
Off Tripoli. This day put an end to our Contest. Peace is declared and Royal
Salutes fired from our shipping and from the Tripolitan batteries. Our Consul
Lear went on shore this day and had the American Flag displayed in Tripoli.
[L.F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
[4 June 18051

Treaty of Peace and Amity between the United States and Tripoli
[NOTE.-Because this subject is covered so fully in Treaties and other International A& of the United States of America by Hunter Miller, vol. 2, pp. 520 to
556, the treaty is not included in this volume of United States Wars with the
Barbary Poroers.
The treaty was signed a t Tripoli June 4, 1805, the original being in English
and Arabic. I t was submitted to t,he United States Senate December 11, 1805,
was ratified by the United States of America April 17, 1806 and was proclaimed
April 22, 1806. The English t.ext has appended t.o it the receipt for the $60,000
ransom paid on June 19, 1805 for "two hundred americans".
Articles 2 and 3 being particularly applicable to this volume are copied below:

The Bashaw of Tripoli shall deliver up to the American Squadron now off
Tripoli, all the Americans in his poesession. and all the Subjects of the Bashaw
of Tripoli now in the power of the United h a t e s of America shall be delivered
up to him; and as the number of Americans in possession of the Bashaw of
Tripoli amounts to Three Hundred Persons, more or less; and the number of
Tripoline Subjects in the power of the Americans to about, One Hundred
more or less; The Bashaw of Tripoli shall receive from the United States of
America, the sum of Sixty Thousand Dollars, as a payment for the difference
between the Prisoners herein mentioned.
ARTICLE3

All the forces of the United States which have been, or may be in hostility
against the Baahaw of Tripoli, in the Province of Derne, or elsewhere within
the Dominions of the said Bashaw shall be withdrawn therefrom, and no
supplies shall be given by or in behalf of the said United States, during the
continuance of this peace, to any of the Subjects of the said Bashaw, who may
be in hostility against him in any part of his Dominions; And the Americans
will use all means in their power to persuade the Brother of the said Baahaw,
who haa co-operated with them a t Derne &c, to withdraw from the Territory
of the said Bashaw of Tripoli; but they will not use any force or improper
means to effect that object; and in case he should withdraw himself as aforesaid, the Bashaw engages to deliver up to him, his Wife and Children now in
his power.
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A remarkable fact is that Tobias Lear on June 5, 1805 signed, acl Commissioner
of the United States, a so-called secret article modifying Article 3, which remained
entirely unknown to the United States Government until 1807. The text follows: Whereas his Excellency the Bashaw of Tripoli has well grounded reasons
t o believe, if the wife and children of his brother (Hamet) should be delivered
up to him immediately on his leaving his (the Bashaw's) dominions, as expressed in the third article of the treaty of peace and amity concluded between
the United States of America and the Bashaw of Tripoli on the fourth day
of the present month, that he, the said brother, would engage in new operations of hostility against him, t o the disturbance of the.interna1 tranquility
of his dominions -;
And the said United States be~ngwilling to evince
their good disposition t o preserve the said treaty with sincerity, and that
tranquility should be secured in the dominions of the said Bashaw - do
hereby agree to a modification of the said article of the treaty aforesaid, so that
the term of four pears, from the conclusion of ssid treaty, shall be fixed for
the execution of the engagement of the Bashaw t o deliver t o hi brother, his
wife and children; during which time the said brother is t o give evident
proofs of his peaceful disposition towards the Basham, and of his determination not t o disturb the internal tranquility of his dominions.
Given under my hand and seal a t Tripoli in Barbary this fifth day of June
in the year one thousand eight hundred & five.

-

TOBIAS
LEAR

Commissioner of the U. States of America for concluding a peace with
the Bashaw of BPripoli.
Attention is invited t o documents published in Naval Documenfs, United States
Wars with the Barbary Powers dated 23 February 1805 and 13 January 1806.1
[SDA, CL, Tripoli, Vol. 3, 18061811.]
To Captain John Bodgers, U. S. Navy, from Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General,
Algiers
TRIPOLIJune 4 t h 1806.
DEARSIR The arrangements which have been made seems to have diffused a
general joy here, es sll were undoubtedly tired of the contest, in which they had
nothing to gain.
Our peace will be so unusually honorable, that we must not
expect it will be fully relished by all the Representatives of the European Nations
here, which is already manifested, by the conduct of some which I shall hereafter
relate to you. We forgot to take the Colours out of the Barge yesterday when we came on
shore; I pray you will have the goodness t o send them, a large Ensign, and a
small one for the Boat.
When the American Colours are hoisted on the
Consr House there will be a salute from the Castle &q of 21 Guns, which you will
be so good as to have returned from your Ship, and about 12 O'clk I shall wait
upon the Bashaw, when there will be a Salute of 9 Guns to me, which it is expected
as customary to be returned by the Ship. I have sent my Servt on board for Pome things for me, which he will bring on
shore when you send the Boat, which must be before 12 O'clk. - If you should
think proper to permit 3 or 4 of the Officers of the Squadron to come on Shore to
o with me to the Bashaw on the Audience, it mould give a degree of parade t o the
business, which has a good effect here In that case they must be on shore by
eleven O'clk. The people will not be ready to go off till Afternoon, as the intoxication of Liberty
& Liquor has deranged the faculties as well as dresses of many of the Sailors, and
Captp B. wishes them all on board quite clean and in Order I will $end off a boat
to let you know when it will be best to send for them.
Capts B. & Mr Nyssen desire their best respects to you
Such Supplys as you may want will be procured on knowing the Quantity Am. Flag hoisted & Saluted - KO Vessel t o be molested in entf into or
departing from the Port.
[Stephen Decatur Col. NDA photostat, Book A.]

-
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To Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General, Algiers, from Captain John Bodgers, U. S.
Navy
U. STATESSHIP Comtitution
o f f Tripoli June 4t4 1806
SIR It is with much satisfaction I acknowledge the receipt of your favour of
this morning I shall pay due attention to its contents; and agreeable to your
desire have sent a small Ensign, the large one got from the Essez, being sent on
shore by the Turkish Boat last Evening - The Salutes you mention will be
answered agreeable to your desire - Mess* Johnston & Kooper will wait on
you on shore - The Constellation not having arrived yet induces me to suspect
that something has transpired in that quarter of a hostile nature - Do you not
think that i t would be well for the Essez to proceed there Immediately? I shall
wait to hear from you before I send her [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
To Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy, from Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General,
Algiers
TRIPOLI.June 4t4 1806
DEARSIR, I have rec@your favour of this morning. - MTehave this moment
ret? from the palace, where we had a most Cordial reception. The Presents of Bullocks $9 are now sent off to you, on the receiption of which
it is cr~stomaryto fire three guns, which will be returned from the shore, and to
give the persons bringing them four Cartridges of powder. There will be two
office[r]s, Chouxes, who go on board with the presents, t o whom a Cup of Coffee
&9 is usually given. P. S. The Sailors who go off sh@not be permitted to come on shore in the boats,
as they have bad places.
[LC. JRP. Let. & Doc., Ac. 3647, 1799-1848.3
To Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General, Algiers, from Captain John Rodgers, U. S
Navy
Constitution OFF TRIPOLI
June 4 t b 1806. $ past 7 P A1
Dr SIR I have rec'd your Letter, accompanying the Bullocks &Q, and have
complied with its contents - our Salute of 3 Guns has not yet been return'd, but
it is likely this may be owing t.0 the Salute being fired after sun down, the Boat
not arriving along side sooner. [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
To Tobias Lear, U. 6. Consul General, Algiers, from Captain John Rodgers, U. S
Navy
Constitution ope TRIPOLI
4* May [June]1806
SIR, SOsoon as the circumstances of your negotiation will admit of the Vuens
departure for Derne, she shall proceed without delay - her early arrival there
may prevent impending mischief - This I am induced to believe owing to what
we heard Captv Dent say "That Mr Eaton informed him he should not evacuate
Derne until he had received an answer from Commo: Barron to his last communications" - To be sure after he has received Commodore Barrons directions to
evacuate Derne, a none compliance will make the responsibility his own: nevertheless the consequence will be his Country's. [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-3805.1
TO Captain John Rodgers, U. 6. Navy, from Tobias Lear, U. 6. Consul General,
Algiers
TBIPOLI
4t4 June 1806.
DEARSIR I have received your favor of this date respecting the sending the
Brig V h e n t o Derne; for which place I presume she may go tomorrow, as we shall
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then have every thing so far fixed as to send regular information by her, which I
would wish to be done in the first moment possible
I am certainly very much engaged; but, my dear Sir, you need not fear to trouble
me with any business which may be usefull to our affairs.
[Stephen Decatur Col. NDA photostat, Book A.]
Circular to the Consuls in Tripoli
TFUPOLIIN BARBARY
June 4 4 1806
SIB I have the honor to announce to ou, that peace and a good understanding
is happily restored between the United itates of America, and his Excellency the
Bashaw of Tripoli
TOBIASLEAR
Commissioner for negociating a
peace between the U States &
His Ezcellency the Bashaw of Tripoli
THE FRENCHCONSUL
Mr BEAUSSIERMember de la Legion d'honneur Chargt!des Affaires de 8. M. I
de France
THE ENGLISH
CONSUL
Mr [WILLIAMWASS]LANQFORD
H.B.M. Consul General
THE SPANISHCONSUL
Mr DE Souza, Chevalier de l'ordre de Christc Commiasaire ordinateur de Guerre
Consul General & Chargt! dlAff. de S.M. C.
THE SWEDISHCONSUL
Mr BURSTBOM
Consul de S.M. Suedoise
THE BATAVIAN
PROCONSUL
.
Mr ANTOINEZUCHETProConsul de la Republique Batatre
[Stephen Decatur Col. NDA photostat, Book A.]
To Monsieur Beanssier, French Charge dtAffaires and Commissary General,
Tripoli, from Tobias Lear, U. 6. Consul General, Algiers
TRIPOLIIN BARBARY
4tP June 1806
A Monsieur BEAUSEIEB
Charge d'Aflairs de France
Membre de la legion d'honneur
SIR In reply to your letter of this date, I have the honor to inform you that
I have never received your letter which you mention to have enclosed in one to
Mr Higgins. The only letter with which I have been honored by you since I left
Algiers, is under date of the 10% of April, and which I had promised myself the
pleasure of acknon-ledging personally
On the Other Subject mentioned in your letter, I can only say, that I regret
exceedingly that any circumstance should deprive me of the pleasure which I had
promised myself in forming your acquaintance.
I pray you to accept the assurance of high esteem & Consideration, nith which
I have the honor to be
[Stephen Decatur Col. NDA photostat, Book A.]
To William Eaton, U. 6. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies, from Master
Commandant Isaac E d ,U. 8. Navy
UNITEDSTATESBRIOArgus
Dernc June 4tP 1806
SIR I have the honor to enclose you a copy of my orders, by the Hornet, Lieu*
Evans -from Sam1 Barron esquire, Commander in Chief of the United States
Squadron in the Mediterranean; by which you will be informed, that the U. States
Vessels, under my command are to leave thls Coast for Syracuse, as soon as the
necessary arrangements can be made for that purpose
I have therefore t o inform you that the Argus & Hornet are ready for Sea, and
in readiness to receive you and the men under your command on board, a t any
Moment that you inform me of your intention to abandon your post, and a
favorable opportunity offers to take you off
[NDA. Captain's LB, Vol. 3, 1805.1
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To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from John Gavino, U. S. Consul, Gibraltar
GIBRALTAB
4'P June 1805
D SIR I m o t e ou the 30th U l t ~by this Conveyance of the A n n store ship, &
reflecting on the {.formation you gave me under date of the 10th April last of
there being two Tripolin Cruisers out, Cap* Stewart went wth the S y e n to Tanger
to Consult Consul Simpson of the propriety of leting the Ann with the Cargo
she has on board, go for Syracuse - without Convoy, Caps btewart returned
yesterday & it seems i t was determined that the Siren should Convoy her up, &
they will proceed this night. three days ago arrived one of our Mercht Brigs in
15 days from Leghorn, the Comr Cap+ Hollowell told me, that 6 hours after the
Constitution left him he fell in with a Tripolitan Xebeque off the Bay of Corsica,
who fired several shott a t him, but whilst the Cruiser Examind an Imperial Brig
he had the good luck to get off The Ann is dispatched for Syracuse & The EngP Cruisers a t Lisbon are ready
for sea, & only wait the Engh orders
[LC. JRP, Vol. '2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1
To Secretary of the Navy from r a s t e r Commandant Charles Stewart, U. S. Navy
UNITED
STATEB
BRIGSiren
Gibraltar Bay 4th June 1805
SIR I be leave to advise you of my departure from here this evening for
take under my Convoy the Store Ship Ann from Baltimore Malta B~s
recent accounts from up the Mediterranean, we are advised of two of the Enemy
Corsairs being off Corsica, which renders it dangerous for unarmed or unprotected American Vessels to pass - I therefore concieve it not only prudent but
highly proper the Ann should have Convoy - the Amunition and Stores she has
onboard for t h e m e of the Squadron, will be of great importance in our operations
against Tri oli; but should it for the Want of Protection fall into the Enemy's
hands, the &onsequences would be highly injurious to us - I do not take upon
myself to leave this Station without the Concurrence of M? Simpson, the propriety of which waa left with him; I accordingly inclose you Copies of my letter
to him on the Subject and his answer, which will Convey to you a view of the
posture of our affairs with Morocco a t my departure
[NDA. MC LB, 1804-5.1

!

To Captain Edward Preble, U.S. Navy, from Master Commandant Isaac Channcey,
U. 6. Navy
NEW Y O R K ~June
*
1806
Dr SIR I returned from Washington the day before yesterday where I have
been setling my accounts
Your faivours of the 24'h & 28th of april last I received on the eve of my departure for the seat of government and neglected answering them a t that time
Be pleased to accept my sincear thanks and grateful1 acknowledgements for
the very hansom manner that you have been pleased to communicate your
approbation of my conduct while under your emmediate orders and be assured
that if you received pleasure from my companny it was reciprocal. for I received
both pleasure and Instruction, and I reciprocate ood R ishes for your health and
happiness The things belonging to the late 8 a p t a i i Somers and the other
officers that fell off Tripolia, I delivered to Mt Beakman and took his receipt
directing him to forward them to the different Navy agents a t the ports where
they belonged, which I presume he has done
Washington is very dull the only business aparantly doing there is a t the
Navy Pard. The Brig a t Baltimore is in a state of considerable foruwdness
they contemplate Launchin her in all July - Captain Sterrett (who has
arived) is a p ointed to the Eommand of her
Mr Smith fpresume ou know has consented to serve as Secretary of the Navy
four years longer - 6 u n Boat NQ 7 has returned to this port with her mast
badly sprung. She has got a new one in and nearly ready for sea the officer
tells me that she sails fast works well and is an excelent sea boat The season is
so far advanced that I have given up all Idea's of going to China this year and
have some thoughts of relinquishing my furlow and rep~rtingmyself ready for
service -
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If you shou'd be ordered to the command of a squadron i t wou'd give me
infinate pleasure to be place'd under the orders of an officer whome I so much
respect and where I would most assuredly acquire reputation
M* Chauncey Joines me in respectful1 compliments to yourself and M s Preble
[LC. EPP, Vol. 14, 1804-1805.1
To Secretary of the Navy from Midshipman Lawrence Keene, U. 6. Navy
June 4tb 1806
PHILADELPHIA
SIR I have the honor to inform You of my arrival here from Lisbon, After being
taken off the Ship Canton of Baltimore at Sea & carried into that port by a Swedish
Vessel from the Isle of France - It is my wish to be immediately Employed in
the Service & shdl therefore remain here for your Orders [NDA. Misc. LB, 1'01. 3, 1805.1
Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus, Master Commandant Isaac
Hull, U. S. Navy, commanding, 4 June 1805
merne] Commences with moderate breazes from the Northd and fine Pleasant
Westher
Launch on shore with a number of men to work a t fort At sundown launch came off with Mr Eaton and Mr Evens At 9 sent the launch on shore with Mr E
At 12 at night moderate breazes from the North4 and Westd At day light sent the Launch on shore with men to work a t the fort - sent
Jolly bote onboard the Hornel with a Carpenter to repair her Jolly bote At 12 Pleasant weather Carpenters employd Repairing Hornets Jolly bote Launch on shore working a t fort [NYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]
Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Constitution, Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
commanding, Tuesday, 4 June 1805
[OffTri oli] At 3 [P. M.] the Deanish consul came on board from Tripoli At
4 colonel L a r consul Purris [I] and the Deanish consul Went on shore a t Tripoli
in the Barge AM. At.% past 8 slipped the stream cable and made sail 4/4 past
10 discoverd the American colours flying at Tripoli ?/z past the Bashaw fired a
salute of 21 Guns which we returnd with the same number
[USNA.]
Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. 6. Navy, U. S. Brig Vixen.
Master Commandant John Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding, Tuesday, 4 June
1805
[Tripoli] This day all the American Prisoners were brought off and Lieut.
Porter with 30 men came on board and one Midshipman. Royal salutes this day.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
To Captain John Bodgers, U. 6. Navy, from Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul oeneral,
Algiers
TRIPOLI
June 5*P 1806
Dr Sxa I have this morning received your letter of yesterday, informing that
the Bullocks &c were sent on board. Your Salute was returned from the Castle
afteisun set, altho it is not customary to do so.
I find the Constellation has arrived & I feel anxious to know the news she has
brought.
I think the V u e n may be dispatched for Derne this evening Should you agree
with me you will send a letter for her, and the Bashaw will also write by her
Every thing yet seems very fair & Smooth here but it will require two days
from this to have the two Copies of the Treaty Translated & finished. That
being the c a e , would it not be better for the Conetitution to proceed to Malta $ 9
with the People dz the Constdation to remain here for me. This will expedite
the Completion of the Business, ss you can dispatch one of your Vessels imme-
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diately from Syracuse with the Tripolines and She can take in the money a t Malts
& bring over a t the same time.
I pray you will be so good as to direct the Articles which I left on board the
Essez to be sent on Shore, Lt Sinclair has a list of them & will deliver them, also
the bale of Cloth on board the Constitution & a mahogany ease of mine which
contains some papers &? Wish likeu-ise a Copy of the Preliminary articles which
I left with you, as the rough draught I have of them may not be so correct. I
pray you will charge an Officer with the mahogany box, as it Contains papers
which are Valuable, The Box, addressed to Mr Nissen on board the Constitzttion,
will be sent with my things. 11 OClk A M. I am this moment f a d with your letter of this date, covering
dispatches from MI Davis; as I have a Copy of the Same I will not detain yours,
nor this letter, untill I read mine. Should any thing occur in the perusal to make
a further communication with you necessary I will send it off. I think the Rais & Crew of the Cruizer mav be sent to Tunis &. liberated as vou
suggest. As you have made the arrangement for the ConsteUation to go t o Derne, I
presume you will remain here with the Constitution untill every thing is fixed.
TO me it will be the same thing whether one or the Other ship remains
[Stephen Decatur Col. NDA photostat, Book A.]
~~~

~
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To Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General, Algiers, (at Tripoli), from Captain John
Bodgers, U. S. Navy
U. S. SHIP Constitut.ion
June 6th (% past 1 P M)
SIR I have this moment rec'd your favour of this Morning and agreeable to
your desire have sent the Mahogany box containing your Papers, the bale of
Cloth, the box addrees'd to M? Nissin and the articles that were on board the
Essez I could wish to send the Vizen to Derne but her Bowsprit & Mainboom being
s rung, added to her leaking considerably has induced me to prefer sending the
Fbnstrllotion - If the Vixen r i l l answer your purpose here for the present, the
Constitution will proceed to Malta from whence I will send you a larger Vessel
to bring the Money & for you to return in - The Essez s Crew being very
sickly induces me to send her to Syracuse for the purpose of placing her Sick in
the Hospital & from thence go to Malta and take in the Tunetian Rais & His crew
and proceed to Tunis as you mention. Provided there is not a Frigate a t Malta in condition to proceed immediately
with the Money, the Constitution will perform this service without loss of time,
& a t the same time it will afford me an opportunity of issuing directions to our
Vessels a t hlalca relative to their future destination. - Be pleased to let .me
know if this arrangement coincides with your opinion -if not I shall remain with
the Constitution. [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
To Captain John Bodgers, U. S. Navy, from Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General,
Algiers
TRIPOLIIN BARBARY
June 6th 1806.
Sir I have this moment received your favor of this date with the Box &P
I t will be perfectly agreeable to my ideas for the Constitution to go to Malta,
ropose, and return again immediately with the Money g . 9 to take me over
n that case I will prepare my letters &o to go by her in the course of the
day tomorrow, as the arrangements respecting the money will require that time
for me to prepare for it.
I should wish to send to M r Eaton, by the Constellation, a correct account of
our Standing here, which I cannot prepare sooner than in the course of the day
tomorrow, when I will be ready for her.
I presume the Constellation will not be absent more than 8 or 10 days. P. S. The Bashaw wishes to be permitted to send a Pepon to Derne in the
Constellation, mearly to see how things are there. He will not remain, but return
in the Ship wherever She may go to.[Stephen Decatnr Col. NDA photostat, Book A.]
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To Monsieur Beaussier, French Charge dlAffsires and Commissary General,
Tripoli, from Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General, Algiers
TRIPOLIIN BARBARY
6th June 1806
Sir I have received the letter which you did me the honor of writing this day,
on the Subject of three Sailors belonging to the late U. S. Frigate Philadelphia,
whom you claim as French men, and whose wages you demand. C a p t ~Bainbridge shewed me the letters which you had written to him on that
subject, but as the business was not then brought before me in an Official manner
I did not think i t proper for me to enter into a discussion of it a t that time and
beleiving also that you would upon reflection, have delivered up the Sailors in
question, as the term for which they had engaged in the service of the United
States, was not yet expired, and as you had never claimed them as your Countrymen, during the term of Nineteen Months Slavery, when your claim might have
aided the cause of humanity by releiving them from their unfortunate situation; but as you have been pleased to address me on the Subject of the Wages 6 2 9 due to
these men, I must assure you that I have no power to decide on that point, as the
laws and regulations of the U. States respecting her Navy must determine every
question of this kind. I do not, however, hesitate to say that if it depended upon
me, I would not consent to pay any part of the Wages which might be due to
them until1 they had returned to the Service from whence they expected to draw
~ u c Wages
h
according to their engagement
I am persuaded, Sir, that when you view this matter in the proper light which
your good judgement may dictate, you will return the men and permit them to
enjoy the fruits of their services in the only way in which they can ever receive it. [Stephen Decatur Col. NDA photostat, Book A.]

To Captain John Bodgers, U. S. Navy, from Captain Samuel Barron, U. 6. Navy
MALTA6'h June 1806
DEARSIR I am about to leave this for Syracuse (Otna) in hopes it may contribute to the restoration of My health, Should you determine to remain here with
the Squadron, in preference to coming to Syracuse I beg that M? Denisson may be
permitted to come over in any vessel, that you may dispatch with the information,
as I shall require a few Days assistance from him, toenable me to close my accounts.
&c - before I sett out for America My Principle Object in the present Voyage is to close pnally my &airs with
M: Dyson &c
[LC. JRP, Vol. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. 6. Navy, from Sir Alexander John Ball, Governor
of Malta
COPY
MALTA6 June 1806.
SIR I have the honor herewith to transmit you the Copy of a Letter from the
Riis Effendi to Mr Stratton H Britannic Majesty's Resident a t Constantinople,
which has been forwarded to me, respecting some Ottoman Vessels captured by
the American Squadron E C . JRP, Vol. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1
To Sir Alexander John Ball, Governor of Malta, from Captain Samuel Barron,
0.S. Navy
MALTA
June 6 Q 1806
SIX! I have had the honor to receive your Excellency's favor of this Morning,
inclosing the Copy of a Letter from Mr Stratton His Britannic Majesty's Residerit
a t Constantinople relative to the claims of the sublime Porte The Command of the United States Squadron in the Mediterranean having in
consequence of the declining State of my health devolved on C a p t ~John Itodgers,
these and all other dependencies come now under his cognizance - I am daily
expectin his arrival in this Harbor when I shall communicate to him your Excellency's fetter, with all the neoesaary information relative to the matters in
question - In the mean time I beg leave to state to your Excellency that I
am yet without any Instructions from my Goverment, either on the eubject of
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the Vessel commanded by Ghiritti [*I Moustaffa or those detained off Tripoli in
Se tr last by the Squadron then under my Command. t o u r Excellency will permit me to express the high sence I have of your friendly
oEces in this instance, and to embrace the present opportunity of assuring you
that I shall ever look back with pleasure & Satisfaction on the man occasions
wherein during my Command in these Seas I have experienced your %cellencyfs
liberal & friendly attentions - attentions estimable in themselves but yet of
higher Consideration, as they have been demo[n]strative of the disposition which
will I trust always mutually actuate our respective Goverments, & as they are
consonant to my own Sentiments towards a Nation with whom we are connected
by so many ties of friendship & Interest. I.Attention is invited to letter from Captain John Rodgers to Rir Alexander Ball, dated 15 July 1805,
wherein he refers to a ketch named f3hrrclti. It is understood that this ketch was once na.med the Afastico
under which name she wss captured taken into the U. 6. service and renamed the Intreprd. The I M r c p d
blew up in the harbor of Tripoli ~e&ernber1804.1

[LC. JRP, Yol. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1
To Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General, Algiers, (at Tripoli), from Captain John
Bodgers, U. 8. Bavy
U. STATESSHIP Constitution
off Tripoli June 5th 1805
Sir, Enclosed I send for your perusal, hl? Davis's statement [26 May 18051 of
his conferences with the Bey of Tunis, relative to the Cruizer & her two prizes
detetained 8: sent into Malta, by the Constitution - as we are now a t Peace mvith
Tripoli, would i t not be well to liberate the Rais Br crew- of the Cruizer, and detain
her & prizes for further Explination? Permit me to require your Opinion as
Commo: Barron has wrote to me on the subject - The Constellation will proceed to Derne instead of the Vizen - The Vizen u-ill proceed to Malta and the
&sex to Tunis - Pray let me hear from you as soon as your other business
will permit. P. S. Mr Eaton has not been heard from since you left Malta - The Argus
& Hornet have not yet returned. - You will please return the Enclosed after
you have perused it. [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
To Master Commandant Isaac Hull, U. S. Bavy, U. S. Brig Argus, from William
Eaton, U. S. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies
DERXE6 t b June 1806
Sir, I think the tenure of this Post so important to the negociation between
the United States and the Reigning Bashaw- of Tripoli, that I cannot reconcile
it to a sense of duty to evacuate it, except compelled by imperious circumstances
until1 the result of that negociation be knonn, or further adrices received from
the Conlmander in chief of the United States Squadron in the Mediteranian, I
shall therefore wait a reasonable time for the return of the hTautilw, which is
daily expected from head quarters. [NDA. Isaac Hull LB, 1803-1806.1
Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus. Master Commandant Isaaa
Hull, U. S. Navy, commanding, 5 June 1805
[Derne] Light airs from the North? and Rest? and a smooath sea - Launch
on shore with Men to work a t fort At sundown Launch Came off with Mr Eaton and Lieut Evens At M Past 10 Mr Eston went on shore
At 12 a t night Light winds from the North4 A t day light sent the launch on shore with men to work a t fort At 9 went on shore with Lieu* Evens to se what state the fort was in and to make
arangements for makeing it more secure At 10 the Bashaw Came to the fort - had some conversation with him and MI
E about sending the Hornet off $ 9 At 12 moderate Came onboard with Lieut Evens - found whilste on shore a
arty of the Enemy made their appearance on the hill the Bashaws Men left the
$own and soon Drove them to then Camp
[NYHS. Naval History Sec., Argw.]
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Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Conrtilufion, Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
commanding, Wednesday, 6 June 1805
[Off Tripoli] This day the Officers and crew of the Philaddphia came on board
from Tripoli
Extract from journal of Bezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Navy, U. S. Brig Vixen.
l a s t e r Commandant John Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding, Wednesday, 5 June
1805
[Tripoli] Pleasant weather. A number of the American officers dined on
shore. We received as a present from the Bashaw, bullocks, sheep, vegetables
and fruit in great abundance. Saluting from the Town this day.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
To Captain John Rodgers, U. 6. Navy, from Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General,
Algiers
6 June 1806
TRIPOLIIN BARBARY
DEARSIR I have received your favor of this Morning and in reply to its
Contents can say, that as you will return here again, it might then be as well for
you to wait upon the Bashaw, as he has not expressed any expectation of seeing
you, that I know of, before the business shall be fully closed I rec? your's of last evening with the articles; but they came on Shore so late
that they could not be brought up 'till this morning, which Obliged &IT Coals to
stay on Shore I have sent my servant on board for my large Trunk. - There is another of
mine remaining on board in the Cabbin Marked TL NP 6, which I pray you will
have the goodness to permit to remain on board 'till you return here, and let it
be kept Carefully
[Stephen Decatur Col. KDA photostat, Book A.]
To Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General, Algiers, (at Tripoli), from Captain William
Bainbridge, U. S. Navy
THE UNITEDSTATES
S ~ I Constitution
P
ON BOARD
Off Tripoli 6'P June 1805
DEARSIR I understand that we are not to be Ship mates to Malta, however I
hope that you will soon finish your bussiness here, and that I shall have the pleasure
of seeing you in a Christian land; Beleive me sincere in saying that it will not only
afford me always the greatest pleasure to meet you, but to hear of the happiness
of ourself and Family
&odd His Excellency
my dear C o l ~be disposed to detain you per force,
recollect that I shall feel it my duty to come 8: releive you
Pray Vissit the Gardens and see the Desert before vou leave Tripoli Will you have the goodnes to shake our freind hfr Nissen by the hand for me
and bid him farewell [Stephen Decatur Col.]

-

To Captain Hngh G. Campbell, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. Frigate Consle!~alion.
from Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
U. STATESSHIP Constitution
off Tripoli June 6'Q 1805
SIR, You will remain before Tripoli with the U. States Frigate Constellation
under your command until you are furnished with Collq Lears dispatches to Mt
Eaton (who it is not improbable may yet be a t Derne) relative to the Evacuation
of Derne by our forces, - Our affairs a t present are such as to prevent my giving
you any positive orders, further than merely to desire that you will comply with
C o l l ~Lears instructions in promoting the Interest of the Service, and return to
Syracuse where you will find me, with all practicable dispatch [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
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To William Eaton, U. S. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies, from Captain
John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
U. STATESSHIP Constitution
off Tripoli June 6th 1806
SIB, Altho I do not expect this will find you a t Derne, concieving you have
evacuated that place agreeable to Commodore Barrons last advices t o you by
the U. States Sloop Hornet, yet as it is not impossible some unforseen circumstance
may have delayed your compliance with his advices, I have thought it advisable
to send the Constellation Captain Hugh G . Campbell t o apprize you of Peace
having been concluded, between the United States and Josuph Bashaw of Tripoli
on the 3Fi Ins', and have to desire that no farther hostilities by the forces of the
U. States be committed against the said Josuph Bashaw, his subjects or dominions,
and that you evacuate and withdraw our forces from Derne, or whatever part
of his Teritory this may find you in, - agreeable to the enclosed articles of
stipulation between Tobias Lear Esqr Consul General, for Algiers and Commissioner of Peace on the part of the United States and the said Josuph Bashaw
of Tripoli. [NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 3, 1805.1

To Captain John Rodgers, U. 6. Navy, from Tobias Lesr, U. S. Consul General,

Aigiers
TRIPOLIIN BARBARY,
June 6th 1806.
Sir, Enclosed is a letter for Mr Eaton in which I have informed him of the Peace
which has taken place between the U. States and the Bashaw of Tripoli and
particularly of that part which relates to the evacuation of Derne $ 9
I have very little doubt but i\lr Eaton has evacuated that place, or a t least
holds himself in readiness to do so, in Consequence of the letters sent him from
Commodore Barron, by the Sloop Hornet; but a t present it is with yourself, as
Commander of the Forces of the United States in this Sea, to give him instructions on that head according to our engagement with the Bashaw. I mentioned to you yesterday that the Basllaw wished to Send a Choses t o
Derne in the Constellation who would not go on Shore, but send some letters
there, and return in the Frigate t o any Port to which She might be destined.
Informed him that there would be no objection thereto, as I presume i t would
be proper t o give this permission, on every Account. He will not be expected t o
live in the Cabbin; but I am sure he will meet with all proper Civility. - I
shall get my letters &$ for Malta ready this afternoon and send them off. I
expected t o have been able to do it sooner; but the pressure of business upon me
a t this moment prevents. There was oc board the Essex a qr Cask of Madeira Wine belonging t o me,
which has not been sent on Shore There. There n-as a larger Cask addressed to
Mr Nissen-which was sent last evening. Please to present my respects B best wishes to Captn* Campbell & Bainbridge
& beleive me to be
[Stephen Decatur Col. KDA photostat, Book A.]
To Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General, Algiers, (at Tripoli), from Captain John
Rodgers, U. S. Navy
U. STATESFRIGATEConstitution
Off Tripoli June 6 t h 1805
Sir, I have this moment received your favour of to Day covering a Letter to
Mr Eaton, informing him of Pcace, and the terms relative to the Evacuation
of Derne by our forces: and in answer to your intimations on the subject, permit
me to say that I have given him the necessary instructions: a copy of which I
will furnish you with when we meet again. The Bashaws Chouse ha- been recieved on board the Constillation and no doubt
will be treated, by Captain Campbell with proper attention. I am just informed by Mr Sinclair - "That there is nq wine on board the
Essex other than what was sent on shore last Evening" - the Cash which you
say was for Mr Nissen' [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
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To William Eaton, U. 5.Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies, from Tobias Lear,
U. 6. Consul General, Algiers
TRIPOLIIN BARBARY,
June 6tb 1805
Sir, I n consequence of a representation made to me by Commodore Barron
that the present was a favorable moment for us to enter into a negociation with
the Bashaw of Tripoli, and my instructions leaving i t to the commander of our
forces in this sea to determine the proper time for such a n attempt, I repaired
off this place on the 26. ultimo in the U. S. F9 Essex, and immediately opened
a communication with the Bashaw - Ris demands were 200,000 dollars for peace
and ransom, and the delivery, on our part, of all the TripoIines in our possession,
and a restoration of all their property - These terms were a t once rejected
in tolo; and, after some dlcussion, I proposed, ss the ultimatum, that a mutual
deIivery of prisoners should take lace, and as he had a balance of more than
two hundred in his favor, I woulfgive him 60,000 dollars for them; but not s
cent for peace, which should be made on terms of the most favored nation with
whom he has a treaty, and a regulation respecting prisoners, if a future war
should take place between our nations - And, in order to prevent any fruitless
altercation, I declared I would not go on shore to complete the business until
these terms were formally acceded to - The weather proving bad, for the
season, obliged our vessels to keep off and prevented a regular communication
with the shore, which prevented the completion of the preliminaries until the
3d instant, when they were sent off to me with the Bashaw's seal - I immediately went on shore, and in 24 hours alI the Officers & crew of the late Frigate
Philadelphia, were sent on board the ships I found that the heroic bravery of our few countrymen a t Derne, and the idea
that we had a large force and immense supplies a t that place, had made a deep
impression on the Bashaw - I kept up that idea, and endeavored, from thence,
to make an arrangement favorable to his brother, who, dtho' not found to be
the man whom many had supposed, was yet entitled to some consideration from
us. But I found that this was impracticable, and that if persisted in, would
drive him to measures which might prove fatal to our countrymen in his power
1 therefore engaged, of course, that on the conclusion of peace, we should withdraw all our forces and supplies from Derne, and other parts of his dominions,
and the Bashaw engages, that if his brother withdraws himself quietly from
his dominions, his wife and family should be restored to him - This is all
that could be done, and I have no doubt but the U. States will, if deserving,
place him in a situation as elegible as that in which he was found I presume that long before this reaches you (if it should find you a t Derne)
you will have received Commodore Barron's letters by the sloop Hornet, which
convey his sentiments and instructions fully on this aubject - In conseqrlence
of a continuance of his ill health, he has resigned the command of our squadron
in this sea to John Rodgers Esquire, the officer next in seniority to himself, who
sends from this place the U. S. F* Conatellation, Cap. Campbell, with his letter
and his dispatches The Bsshaw has requested that a choux may be permitted to go in the frigate
t o Derne, who will not land; but merley send on shore letters from the Bashaw,
and return in the Frigate to the ort to which she may be destined
I pray you will sccept yoursez and present to Mf OBannon, and our brave
Countrymen with you, my sincere congratulations on an event which your
and their heroic bravery has tended to render so honorable to our Country.
[NA. Sen. 9 3-B 6, Pres. Message, Jan. 1806.1

-

To Master Commandant John Smith, U, S. Navy, commanding U. S. Brig Vixen,
from Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
U. STATESSHIPConstitutiun
off Tripoli June 6'b 1806
SIR With the U. States B ~ i gVizen under your command you will remain before
Tripoli until you are relieved by some other Vessel, or until you receive my ordem
t o return into Port - you will communicate with C o l l ~Lear daily during your
continuance on the Coast and afford him all the assistance in your power that can
in any way promote the good of the service in which he is Engaged.
[LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
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To Surgeon John Ridgely, 0.8. Navy, acting as U. 8. Agent, Tripoli, from
Tobias Lear, U. 8. Consul General, Algiers
TBIPOLI,IN BARBABY
June 6tP 1806
(COPY)
SIR, In conformity with the power vested in me by the Government of the
United States, to appoint an Agent on their behalf to take charge of their Affairs
in Tripoli (provided a peace should be concluded between the U. States and the
Bashaw of Tripoli) until the pleasure of the President of the U. States should be
known; and as peace is now happily concluded between the two Nations, I find it
incumbent upon me to carry into effect the authority so vested in me, and as you
have expressed your willingness to a d as the Agent of the U. States in this
Regency, I have the honor herewith to transmit you a power for that purpose,
and a t the same time to express my satisfaction in your readiness to receive it;
because, besides the qualifications which 1 believe you to possess to execute the
duties of said Agency with honor to yourself and your Country, I am persuaded
that your residence here for nineteen months past, altho' mostly in a &ate of
confinement, has afforded an opportunity of acquiring a knowledge of the Government, Manners & Customs of these people, which wjll be found essentially useful:
and your profession will secure you an influence which cannot always be gained
by a person brought up to other pursuits.
Altho the Salary to be paid and allowance to be made to an Agent is not ~pecifically mentioned to me by my Government; yet I shall feel myself justified in
saying it will be the same as that allowed to a Consul - vizt Two Thousand Dollars per year as Salary - House rent - wages of the Drogerman, Stationary, and
such other expences of a public nature as are necessarily attached to the Office,
and usually paid by other Consuls in this place on account of their Goverr:ments.
"you will receive herewith the Treaty of Peace and Amity between the United
States of America and the Bashaw of Tripoli, in English & Arabic, and executed in
due form on the fourth day of the present month. - This Treaty is considered
as highly favourable to our Country, and you will take care that it be duly
observed. - The circumstances under which it has been made give us the best
ounded reasons to believe that there will be no attempt on the part of the
ashaw or his Subjects to violate it. Should this, however, unfortunately be the
case, your firmness and good judgment will be a security against any evik arising
from a sudden or violent departure from it.
In order that you may see the relation which the Consul of the U. States residing
here, bears to the Consul General residing in Algiers, I take the liberty of quoting
a part of the Instructions given to me by the Secretmy of State of the U. States,
under date of the 14'4 of July 1803. * * *
Our Government has thought it expedient to change the Mediterranean passport
heretofore given to our Merchant Vessels, and our arrallgement for this purpose
has been made with the Emperor of Morocco, & the Regencies of Algiers & Tunis.
Until the first day of July next ensuing, either the new or old passport will be considered as valid for our Merchant Vessels, but after that period the new passport
will be alone available. I have therefore furnished you with twenty tops or tests
of both the old and new passports, one of each you will give to every Cruirer
sailing from Tripoli before the first of July aforesaid; after which time you will
withdraw from them the tops of the old passports, and issue the new only. I
leave with you also 24 forms of Consular passports which were put into my hands
by Mr Cathcat, our late Consul here, to be given to the Tripoline Corsairs. These
pawports must be renewed a t least once a year, and an endorsement made upon
them by you for every cruize which the Corsairs may make within the year,
noting any change which may take place in the Captain, number of Guns &c kc.
Mr Nisson, His Danish Majestys Consul here, will have the goodness to give
any information you may wish respecting the usual forms of Consular b u s i n e ~in~
this Regency, and I am persuaded that his best advice would always be given on
any points of business which might arise here, relative to our Affairs, out of the
usual rotine of Consular duties; but, whenever such may occur you will not fail to
advise me thereof by the first and most direct conveyance, and if any thing should
happen which may threaten to involve the peace of our Country with this Regency, you will be pleased to dispatch information thereof by a special Courier,
either by sea or land, as may be most likely to reach me soonest. To the Department of State, you will also make full communications, agreeably to the Instructions which I have quoted for you in this letter; And in these communications you
will be pleased to detail all the authentic information you can obtain respecting
the political relations and military forces of this Regency, a well as particulars
respecting the productions and Commerce of thc Country.

fi=
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I shall leave in your hands one thousand Dollars on Account of your Salary and
to be applied to any necessary expences on account of the United States of America,
and shall place a Credit for you for one thousand Dollars more on William Higgins
Esqr the Navy Agent of the U. States in Malta.
[NA. SDA. Algiers, Vol. 7, Part 1, 1804-1805.1
To Secretary of the Navy from Surgeon John Ridgely, U. 6. Navy
June 6 Q 1806
TRIPOLI, BARBARY
Sir, I have the honor to inform you that I was this day appointed Agent for
the United States of America to the Regency of Tripoli. As I regard this appointment as temporary, I thought i t unnecessary to return my commission as Surgeon
in the Kavy. As soon as I arrive in America you shall be advertised thereof.
[XDA. Officers LE, 1802-1805.1
To Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy, from Tobias Lear, U. 6. Consul General,
Algiers
June 6th 1805.
TRIPOLIIN BARBARY
Sir I have the honor to enclose you sundry letters for Malta, among which is
one from Mr Higgens the U. S. Kavy Agent a t that place, whom I have requested
to furnish the Sum of Sixty five thousand dollars for the use of the U. States here.
Sixty thousand for ransom, as agreed upon, & 4 or 5000 more will be wanting to
establish the Consulate &q here. For this sum I enclose you a draft on him, and
have informed him that you will give him any aid, if necessary, on behalf of the
United States, in Obtaining that Sum. - It will probably be partly in gold &
partly in Silver; or perhaps all in the former.
I presume you will touch at Malta, and make make arrangements for the money
to be sent on board, when you return from Syracuse to this place.
All the Tripolines black & white will be brought here; for the former have been
and are an expence to the U. States, and nothing else can be done with them,
with propriety on our part, but to give them up as Tripoline Subjects.
I expect to finish all my business here in 3 or 4 days, and I am sure you will
beleive that I shall wish to remain here as short a time as possible after that. I would return in the l'izen as soon as all should be finished; but I think it would
be better for me to see every thing completed; and besides it is proper, on account
of my public Character that if a Frigate can be Spared for immediate Service
that Such a Compliment Shd be paid. To you, my Dear Sir, on this Subject, I
am sure I need not comment.
I pray you will take measures to let it be generally known in this sea, that our
business is settled here, as it will be best to extend the information as early au
possible, and my time does not allow my doing it a t present. I shall leave Dr Ridgley here charged q l t h our Affairs, as he appears to be a
very proper Character, and will be able to be more useful to us than a person
unaquainted with the people &p [Stephen Decatur Col. NDA. photostat, Book A.]

To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General,

Algiers
June 6tP 1805
TRIPOLIIN BARBARY,
Sir I have the honor to inform you that our business is Settled here, and peace
made upon terms highly honorable and advantageous to our Country.
Before I landed I give my ultimatum to the Bashaw, which was fir~allgacceded
to, and in 24 hours after I came on Shore all the Officers & Crew of the late U.S.
Frigate Philadelphia were sent on board our Ship. - I have promised to have
delivered all the Tripolines black & White, which Commodore Rodgers will bring
Over here immediately. The former we can do nothing else w ~ t h and
,
they have
already been a great expenre to us. He will also bring over the money which
has been agreed to be given for the balance of the prisoners in favor of the Bashaw
Vizt 60,000, doll$ and five thousand more which may be wanting to estcblish
the Consulate $ 9 - This money I have drawn for on Mr Higgens, who will
procure i t by the time Commodore Rodgers return^ from Syracuse. I would return in the Conslztution; but think it best to remaln here until1 every
thing is compleated. I have appointed Dr Ridgley to take charge of our affairs

-
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here, as he is acquainted with the manners of the people, and otherwise well
qualified. - Had I not found him here and willing to receive the appointment
I should have given it to M? Dennison if he had been legally qualified, as a Citizen
of the U. States of Am. to receive it
Commodore Rodgers will shew you the preliminary Articles, and the terms of
the Treaty will be upon the most favourable footing. - The Constellation hrts
been dispatched to Derne, and I have mitten to Mr Eaton fully on the Subject
of evacuating that place. I hope the Sight of Captn Bainbridge and our Countrymen who have been
liberated, will have a happy effect on your health & Spirits. - Mr Xissen has been
highly friendly 8: Useful to us. For a further detail I must refer you to Commodore Rodgers, untill I have the pleasure of Seeing you, which I hope n~illbe
Very Soon & in much better health than when I left you.
[Stephen Decatur Col. NDA photostat, Book A.]

-

To Robert Denison from Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul General, Algiers
June 6th 1806
TRIPOLIIN BABBARY
DEARSIR I had the pleasure to receive your letter of the 28th Ultimo, and
have now the Satisfaction to inform you, that our Business here is finished in a
manner highly honorable &- advantageous to the United States. As I wish to see every thing completed befor I leave this, I shall remain here
untill the Constitution Returns. From Commodore Rodgers & Others you will
learn the particulars of our proceedings here, which I have not time now to
detail. I found here Dr Ridgleg late of the Philadelphia Frigate. who appears to be well
qualified & Willing to take charge of our affairs, and from his intercourse with
the influential Characters here peculiarly acceptable, I therefore Consider i t
incumbent upon me to appoint him to that charge. Had this not been the case
I should have felt a peculiar satisfaction in making the arrangement u-ith you for
that purpose agreeably to our conversation on the Subject.
I hope soon to have the pleasure of seeing you, and of assuring you of the
esteem & regard
[Stephen Decatur Col. ND.4 photostat, Book 9.1
To William Biggins, U. S. Navy Agent, Malta, from Tobias Lear, U. S. Consul
General, Algiers
June 6 t h 1805
TRIPOLIIN BARBARY
MY DEARSIR, I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letters
of the 27th Ultimo and 2s* Inst and thank you for the information contained in
them. I have the satisfaction to inform you that n-e have concluded a peace uith the
Bashaw of Tripoli upon terms favorable and honourable to the United States.
There is a Mutual eschanpe of Prisoners, as far as n-e have men, and for the
balance (more than 200) in his favour, we are to pay him Sixty thousand dollars.
Nothing given for peace and the terms of the treaty, the most favourable that
were ever made by any nation. - Within 24 hours after I landed every officer
& Seamen belonging to the late U. States Frigate Philadelphia, were sent on board
our Ships and the Settlement of the Whole left to my arrangement. I [ilntended to have gone over to Malta in the Constitution but I find that the
translation of the Articles of the Treaty &v into Arabic will cause a delay more
than I expected, Commodore Rodgers will go over & return again for me immeAs I u-ish to receive the money by the Constitution to pay the ransom
diately.
agreed upon and finish the Business before I quit, I must engage your agency in
this Business. - The Bashaw wishes Spanish Dollars; but I have told him they
were not to be procured in Malta; but that I would get what I could there in
Silver, which would be only a small Part, and the rest in Doubloons. I must therefore request of you to procure and send me over by the Constitution
the Sum of Sixty five thousand dollars, as aforesaid, as I may want about 4 or
5000 for Sundry Expences in establishing our Consulate &Q &V- I presume it
is not necessary for me to send my bills on London a t this time, as I do not know
the sums you might w i ~ hto have them in, and as this letter will be a sufficient
Voucher for you, and Commodore Rodgers will give any aid or obligation, if
necessary on the Part of the United States.

-

-
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I must refer you to Commodore Rodgers or let you wait till my return t o
Malta to be informed of all particulars respecting this business $ 9 I wrote a few lines by the Nautilus requesting you to Accept MI Davis' bill for
One thousand dollars drawn on me.
rn T
P. S. I have given Commodore Rodgers a draft on you for Sixty five thousand
dollars as the most regular.
f Enclosnre]

TRIPOLIIN BARBARY
June 6th 1806.
COPY
SIR Please to pay to John Rodgers Esquire, Commander of the U. S. Squadron
in the Mediterranean, or Order, Sixty five thousand dollars on Account of the
United States of America and pass the same to my Account in in behalf of said
United States, as per Advice from Your Most Obed* Serv*
[Stephen Decatur Col. NDA photostat, Book A.]
To Secretary of the Navy from Captain Edward Preble, U. 8. Ravy
BOSTON
June 6th 1806
SIR I am this day hond with your letter of the 319' U l t ~ Mr Brown ha4 obtained the loan of 500 - 13 inch shells from this Government and they are now
delivering a t Cambridge from =-hence teams are employ'd in hauling them alongside the Ketches, which I am sorry to say are not yet quite ready for sea, as the
Carpenters & Smiths work is not yet finished. but they shall positively sail some
time next week. The Mortar-beds will not be cornpleated before Tuesday.
The C r e w are all engaged and every thing in readiness the moment the Carpenters finish. I am very much mortified that they have so far exceeded the
time a t first calculated on, altho I cannot accuse any one of want of exertion. I
expect they will prove good sailers, and have no doubt but that they will join the
Squadron by the last of July which I presume will be in time for the General
attack.
Coll Revere is sick which has prevented my sending on the report of survey
of the shells - but shall do i t in a day or two.
[NDA. Captain's LB, Vol. 1, 1805.1
Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus, l a s t e r Commandant Ieaac
Hull,U. 8. Navy, commanding, 6 June 1805
[Derne] Light airs from the West4 and fine plesssnt weather Launch on shore
watering and a number of men a t work a t fort At Sundown pleasant Mr Eaton an Lieu, Evens Came onboard Midnight Light breazes from the WesttQ
At day Light moderate breazes from the West4 sent men on shore to work a t
the fort At 12 moderate hear nothing from the Enemy [KYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]
Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Constitution. Captain John Rodgers, U. 8. Navy,
commanding, Thursday, 6 June 1806
[Anchored off Tripoli] P M commences with Light airs leasant weather.
the Lau[n]oh Employ,d Watering st Tripoli Recd from Tripoli 8%ullocks 14 Sheep
and a quantity of Vegitables for the Ships company
At Midnight Moderate Breezes and pleasant weather
the Conslillaiion E88oz & Vken in company
At Meridian Moderate breezes and pleasant weather.
[GSNA.]
Extract from journal of Surgeon Jonathan Cowdery, U. 8, Navy, 6 June 1806
[Tripoli] I bid the Bashaw a final adieu, a t which he seemed much affected.
[LC. Rare Books, American Captwea in Tripoli or Dr. Cowdery'o Journal,
Boston, 1806.1
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Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. 6. Bavy, on board
U.S. Frigate President. Captain James Barron, U.6. Bavy, commanding, Thursday,
6 June 1805
2 P M. Commodore Barron came on board. 4 Weighed and sailed.
7 the lighthouse bore S W H W. 6 miles.
4 A M. Mount Aetna bore N % E. 3 Men Sick. Cape Passaro. W by S. 4
leagues
Latitude Observed 3 6 O 44' North.
[Mrs. C . E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]
Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Bavy, U. S. Brig Vhn,
Master Commandant John Smith, U. S. Bavy, commanding, Thursday, 6 June
1805

[Tripoli] This day pleasant. Firing from the batteries a t intervals all day.
Officers on shore all day. This evening the Constitution, Constellation and E s s ~
went in to port.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
To Captain John Bodgers, U. S. Bavy, from Captain William Bainbridge, U. 6.
navy
ON BOARDthe UNITEDSTATESFRIGATE Constitution
7'4 June 1806
SIR, I have the honor to enclose you a Copy of a lett.er from the Honorable
Secretary of the Navy to me, wherein he says that he had given orders to the
Commodore of the Mediterranean station to institute a Court of Inquiry on my
Conduct in the lots of the late frigate Philadelphia. I hope, Sir, that you will
order a Court Martial to investigate the same as soon as it can be conveniently
done.
[LC. JRP, Vol. 2, Series Two, May - Oct. 1805.1
To Secretary of State from James Simpson, U. 8. Consul, Tangier, Morocco
TANGIER7tb June 1806 No 93 duplicate SIR I have the honour to advise that on Wednesday Evening an American
Gun Vessel enterd the Straits and yesterday a second - both proceeded for
Gibraltar. - I have not heard of the arrival of the John Adams Frigate, or of
other of those Vessels. an6aptain Stewart in the Serin Brig came to this Bay on Saturday Evening last,
for purpose of representing to me the advice he had received from Commodore
Barron of two Tripoline Cruizers having eluded the blockading Squadron in the
severe Gales of February. - One had taken refuge in a Port of Tunis, the other
was supposed to be on the Coast of Italy. Under this circumstance i t was considered adviseable that the Serin should give
immediate Convoy to the Ann Storeship from Gibraltar to Malta, in order that
Commodore Barron might get possession of that vessels Cargo the soonest possible.
I trust either the Serin or some other Vessel of War will be speedily returned
to this Station, the necessity of which I did not fail to represent to Captain
Stewart. - On the 234 U l t ~an Express Boat for Algarve carried the Emperours
orders to the Commanding Officer of his two Cruisers a t Lisbon - it is not known
what they were.
No movement has yet been made for fitting out the Ships
a t Larach, but the Galleys a t Tetuan are now Caruning. - On triplicate of
NQ92 I noted the arrival of an Imperial Ambassador, he is still here in consequence
of Muley Soliman having remained a t Morocco to pass the Festival of Milood. [NA. SDA. CL, Tangier, Vol. 2, 1803-1810.1

-

Extract from journal kept on board U. 6. Brig Argus, Master Commandant Isaac
Hull. U. 6. Navy, commanding, 7 June 1806
Moderate
breazes from the North and West4 Launch onshore with
[Derne]
men to work a t fort
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At Sundown pleasant the men came off from shore At 12 a t night moderate and clear weather At day light moderate Sent the
launch on shore with men to work a t the fort At 12 fresh breazes from the West@and a swell seting on shore Veered Cable
hear nothing from the Enemy - #& e m be d e p e d d iqxm
[WyHS. Xaval History Sec., Argus.]
Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Constitution. Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
commandmg, Friday, 7 June 1805
At 10 [P. M.], weighd axid made sail for Malta the Essex in company.
Latitude Observed 34"14' N,

[USNA.l
Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. S. Navy, on board
U. S. Frigate Pruidenf. Captain James Barron, U. S. Navy, commanding, Friday,
7 June 1805
W past 2 Came to anchor in the Harbour of Siracuse in 5 fathoms water.
A M 11 Commodore [Samuel] Barron Capt [James] Barron and Several other
Officers left the Ship for Catania
[Captain Barron and officers returned on 17 June. Commodore Barron returned to the frigate on 20 June and went on shore the following day.]
[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]
Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Navy, U. S. Brig Vixen,
Master Commandant John Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding, Friday, 7 June 1806
Off Tripoli. This day Capt. Smith with the Philadelphia's Doctor went on
shore to take a ride in the countrv. This day I began to recover of my illness
which for 6 days before had confined me to my berth. Mr ltidgeley formerly
Surgeon on board the U. S. F. Philadelphia is appointed Consul for the United
States and to reside in Tripoli. This afternoon the wind being fair stood inside
of the Rocks that made their harbour. We came to anchor in 4 fathoms of water
close to the Bashaw's castle. fn the evening about one hour by the sun, the
Bashaw came into town escorted by his Life and Body guards, which consisted
of horsemen. When they arrived on the beach, before entering the gates of the
Town, they went through the exercise, which was by breakng from their ranks
and the horse in full speed, the rider discharges his musket and loads it again
immediately and swings i t to its place, the horse keeps his circular distance in
full speed until he comes to the place he started from, a t which time he instantly
springs into his place with as much order as if he had not been driven out of a
foot walk.
[L. F. Middlebrook. YDA copy.]
To Secretary of the Navy from Captain John Bodgers, U. S. Navy
U. STATESSHIPConstitution
Malta June 8 t h 1806
Sir, I have the honor to inform you that the priliminarys of Peace were sipxed
on the 3rd Inst., between Josuph Bashaw of Tri oli on behalf of himself and SubStates; and Captt Bainbddge,
jects, and Tobias Lear Esqr on behalf of the
Officers & Crew of the late Frigate Philadelphia liberated on the eame Day.The Bashaw feeling too ~ensiblethat by a continuance of obstinacy his Town
,
and acceded to Peace
would fall a sacrifice to our forces this S u m m ~ r proposed
on terms which left us no interest in a refusal of his vlshes - as he acknowledged
that he felt sensible our efforts would be sufficient to reduce his Town and oblige
him to retire to the Mountains - This acknowledgement a t once precluded
the possibility of acquiring any honor by our Arms, but indeed the reverse, as
it would have been persecuting an Enemy who in anticipation of our Vengeance
in this Summers Expedition, by his own acknowledgements felt himself more
than half vanquished, * & who perhaps in his savage purturbation might have
carried his resentment to the eacrifice of 300 of our unfortunate Countrymen
which chance had placed in his power: for your further information on'this subI lam only 38 hours
ject I enclose you a Copy of the Preliminary articles.[t]-
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from Tripoli, whence I left Collv Lear, making the the necessary arrangements for
establishing Dotr Ridgely, late Surgeon of the Frigate Philadelphia, in charge of
our affairs in that Regency - The purport of my returning without C o l l ~Lear
is to carry the Tripoline Prisoners in our possession back to Tripoli, and t o make
arrangements for going with the Squadron to Tunis t o convince the Bey of that
Regency; who owing t o our having detained & sent into hfalta, some of his
Vessels that were going to Tripoli in open violation of the Blockade has shewn
a refractory disposition and tllreatned us u-ith War; that his menaces are more
the production of his ignorance & piratical inclinations than any interest he can
derive by a rupture with the U. States. - This will be a favourable moment t o
oblige this Gentlemn t o relinquish his imprudent and unwarranted demands
against the U. States, and a t the same time convince him that it is as demonstratively his interest to cultivate our friendship as it is ours to avoid a War.
However I feel sensible that he knows his own vulnirability too well ever willingly
to give us decided cause to make him feel our resentment by the exercise of such
a force as we a t present have in the Mediterranean. The Ceres Store Ship from Baltimore arrived here 13 Days ago, but I did not
receive your advices of the 9 t h & 27tb March, until the 374 Instant off Tripoli
neither the John Adams, either of the Gun Boats or the other Store Ship from
Baltimore haa arrived yet.
Commodore Barron having resigned the Command of the Squadron no longer
ago than the 2204 Ult9, my being off Tripoli ever since and the multiplicity of
business I have a t present on hand prevents my ~ r i t i n gyou so fully as I could
wish, particularly as I am this moment getting underneigh for Syracuse t o take
on board the Prisoners to carry them to Tripoli.* I never thought myself that the Lives of the American Prisoners were in any danger.[t Same as articles herein, under 4 June 1805.1
[NDA. Captain's LB, Vol. 1, 1805.1

-

A circular letter from Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
U. STATES
SHIP Constitution
Malta, June 8tb 1805

Circular
SIR I have the honor to make known to you that Peace was concluded between
the U. States of America and His Excellency thc Bashaw of Tripoli by Tobias
Lear Esqr, Commissioner on the part of the United States and the said Bsshaw
of Tripoli in behalf of himself & subjects on the 3rd Inst; On term the most
honorable & advantageous to the U. States. - Our unfortunate Countrymen
Capt Bainbridpe, Officers & Crew of the late Frigate Philadelphia, are again
restored to the Arms of Liberty and their Country, and I beg of you Sir, to give
these communications publicity. [LC. J R P , Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
To Haster Commandant George Cox, U. 6. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Essu, from
from Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
U. STATESSHIP Consfitution
.Malta, June 8tP 1806
SIR YOU will proceed t o Syracuse with all practicable dispatch, place your
Sick in the Hospital, desire of hfr Dyson Favy Agent t o put all the Tripoline
subjects of every description on board your ship without loss of time, and proceed
to Malta as soon as possible - as I have to return to Tripoli again I beg of you
Sir, t o convey the Prisoners to hlalta without delay. LC. JRI', Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1

.

To William Higgins, ti. S. Navy Agent, x a l t ~ from
,
Captain John Bodgers, U. S.
Navy
U. S. SHIP Constitution
Malta June 8tb 1806
SIR In case any U. States Yessels should arrive here before my return from
Syracuse, you will be pleased t o direct their Commanders t o remain until my
return.
[LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1

-
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To George Dyson, U. 8. Navy Agent, Syracuse, from Captain John Rodgers, U. S.
Nan'
U. S. SHIP Constitution
Malta June 8'P 1806
SIR In consequence of Peace being concluded with Tripoli, on the 4* Ins*, and
stipulated between the parties that all the Tripoline Subjects be restored to the
Bashaw of Tripoli I have to request that you will have all the prisoners in our
possession at Syracuse, Men, Women and Children, put on board the Essm to
proceed Immediately to this place. - as I have to return to Tripoli with the
Constitution to deliver the Prisoners, you therefore will oblige me by not detaining
the Essez, a moment longer than you can avoid - The Eseex has several Sick
on board, which Capt. Cox will place in the Hospital. [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
--

To Captain John Rodger~,U. 8. Navy, from George Dyson, U. S. Navy Agent,
Syracuse
SYRACUSE
8 June 1805
SIR a t the request of Sam1 Barron Esqq I have applied to the Senate of this
city to obtain a Convenient place to receive from three to four hundred Men expected from Tripoli, the senate have referr'd the demand to the Baron San Marco,
who gives for answer that being desireous to mentain the good understanding that
has existed between the U S Squadron and the Inhabitants of Syracuse He is
disposed to render every service in his power, &- proposes an extensive piece of
Ground about a mile North of the City where there is an open free air, and an
excellent Spring of water. they can there be supplied with fresh provisions &c
but as there is only one small Building on the premises i t w i l l be necessary to put
up some Kind of Tents for their accomodation; as to the officers I beleive there will
be but little Difficulty in obtaining them Pratique on their arrival and for the
better assurance of the whole I have (at the request of the Senate) dispatch'd a
Courier to Sr John Acton a t Palermo for a positive order on the subject, on his
return, which will be in a few Days, we shaIf be able to act on sure grounds Cap, ex ComQ Barron has written you on this head but no safe opportunity having
offer'd I take the liberty of giving you the substance by this uncertain conveyance
Should Captain Bainbridge be coming over here, it would be well for Him to
come on board some of the Cruizing ships, & in a plain Dress, as Corn? Barron is
anxious to see him a t Catania in Company with your good self as soon as possible;
I left him there yesterday He was much fateigued & could not write you but
requested me to do ~t to that effect. P S By the arrival of a Courier this moment from Palermo in answer to a n application I made by order of ComQ Barron for 24b Shot, I am informd that you can be
accommodated with any quantity that may be wanted on condition of its being
replacd as soon as Convenient G D
[LC. JRP, Vol. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1
To Captain John Rodgere, U. S. Navy, from Robert Denison, Secretary of Captain
Samnel Barron, U. 6. Navy
MALTAJune 8 1806.
Sxn I have the honor to enclose a Letter (addresst to C o m m ~Barron) from Mr
C. L. Ridgley a Lieutenant in the Service of the United States, with the circumstances of whose Situation you are acquainted - I t appears that he is waiting his
Trial a t Measina - This being an affair of deep Interest & moment as well to
the Character of the young OEcer himself as to that of the Service and our Country
in general, I make no apology to you Sir who are so eminently fitted to appreciate
what is due to these Considerations, for the liberty I take in suggesting the
propriety of sending the Nautilua to Messina immediately, in order that Captain
Dent may be present a t the investigation & that the Officers may be enabled to
give their testimony which cannot fail to contribute materially in bringing the
affair in question to a happy & honorable issue [LC. JRP, Vol. 2, 8eriea Two, May-Oct. 1805 ]
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To Secretary of the Navy from Lieutenant Samuel Elbert, U. S. Navy
U. S. GUN BOATN Q 9
Gibralter June 8'P 1806
SIR I have the honor to inform you of my arrival here yesterday the 7'4 instt
after twenty seven days passage from Charleston and twelve hours after N Q 2 and one hour after N Q 8 - I parted company with NP 2 - in Longitude 18'
West - N Q 9 is a good sea Boat and sails well. - The Consul b informed me
that two Tripolitan cruisers were out one of ten guns and the other of eight, one
of them chased an American Brig into Corsica, as N Q 8. stands in need of s u p
plies here we have thought proper to wait for her and sail in Company.
[NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 3, 1805.1
Extract from journal kept on board U. 6. Brig Argus. Master Commandant Isaeo
Bull, U. S. Navy, commanding, 8 June 1805
[Derne] Fresh breazes from the West* and a Sea seting on shore Launch on
shore with Men to work a t the fort At sundown Mr [El Came onboard with Lieut Evens had some conversation
with him concerning his abandoning his post ~ h i c hhe consented to do after
n-aightng a Reasonable Time for the arrive1 of the Nautiles - if she did not come
At 12 Mr Eaton went on shore At 12 Light winds from the West*
At day light moderate sent men on shore to work a t the fort At 12 fresh breazes from the West* and a Sea seting on shore [NYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]
Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Consfifufion, Captain John Rodgers, U. 8.
Navy, commanding, Saturday, 8 June 1805
At 4 [A. M.] the N E point of Rlalta bore II' E B N the West point N N W
5 past 11 sounded in 5% fathoms water hauled of[f] from the land
Discoverd the h7autilus in the harbour of Malta.
[USNA.]
To Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy, from Robert Denison, Secretary of Captain
Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy
MALTAJune 9 1806
SIR I have the pleasure to inclose you herewith a Letter addressed to Commod
Barron from the American Consul Levitt Harris Esqr at St Petersburgh, in
answer to a Communication from that Officer, a Copy of which was transmitted
to you amongst the papers relating to the claims made by the A ents of His
Imperial Majesty and of the Sublime Pone for a restitution of the b r n Vessels
detained off Tripoli in Septr last by the Squadron of the U. S. of America.
[LC. JRP, Vol. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1
To Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy, from Robert Denison, Secretary of Captain
Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy
MALTASunday 9 June [I8061
SIR The Ottoman Consul is desirous that you should have an interview with
the Commander of the Turkish Corvette previous to your Departure - a vessel
is I understand about to sail for Constantinople and the Corvette for Tunis. [LC. JRP, Vol. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1
To Robert Denison from Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
Constitution, MALTAJune 9% 1805
SIR I have this moment rec'd your favr of this morning - I am just about
making an attempt t o get out; but if the Ottomon Consul with the Turkish Capt.
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As I shall
will meet me a t the Barrier by 12 o'clock, I will come on shore
not understand them I will be much oblieged to you if you will do me the favour
to be there. [LC. JRP, Letters $ Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1

To Master Commandant John H. Dent, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. Schooner
NauLiIus, from Captain John Rodger~,U. S. Navy
U. S. SHIP Constitution
Malta June 9 f b 1805.
SIE The particular situation of Lieut. C. C [L]. Ridgelp the circumstances of
which you are acquainted with. It appears that he is waiting his Trial a t Messina - This being an affair deeply interesting B: of great moment as well to the
Character of this Officer as to that of the service and our Country in general,
induces me t o direct that you proceed to Rlessina with the U. States Schooner
Nautilus under your Command, and as some of your Officers are better acquainted
with the incident which produced his Arrest, that them and k'ourself may attend his
trial; that by your evidence you map invalidate an>- disingenuous testimony
which may be offered to his prejudice - The honorable acquital of this young
Man is a matter truely interesting to every Officer in the service, himself, his
relatioris and his Country; and I have no doubt Sir, but that you will afford him
every assistance that honor and justice can suggest. - Immediately on your
arrival a t Messina you will be pleased to call on hl? Broadbent our Navy Agent
and the particular friend of our Country and request of him to assist you in having
the trial brought to an issue as soon as propriety will authorize, as the situation
of this young Man must naturaliy be truely unpleasant - There can be no
greater evidence of hir Ridgely conscious innocence than his voluntarily submitting himself to Trial - After you have performed this service you will
return to Syracuse and Provision and Water pour Vessel for a ten weeks Cruize Please to present my compliments to M FBroadbent and tell him nothing but
extreme hurry prevented my writing him on this unpleasant subject. P. S. In pour way to Messins you are to Convoy the American Store Ship
Cmus, now- in this Port, to Syracuse.[NHF. Dent's LB, 1803-1810.1
To Secretary of State from John Gavino, U. S. Consul, Gibraltar
GIBRALTAR
5th June 1806
SIR I had the honour of adressing You the 15tP Uitq (h'9 8) when advised the
amval of the Expedition from England Consisting of 6000 Troops under the
Command of Sir Jaq Craig, they are still in this Bay waiting orders - I then
inclosed one from Cons111Simpson of Tanger - Since then I received your few
lines of 27tP December last with the Copys of Papers to be made use of in Dernanding the release of Smithcrest from on board the British Sloop of war Sophy, but
as she had gone for England a few days before I forwarded said Papers, & the
Letter, to our Consul Gen! in London, that either he, or Mf Leonox did the needfull therewith On the 4tb Instant our Brig Siren proceeded for Syracuse or Malta wQ the store
ship Ann (with Consul Simpsons Concurrence,) as there were two Tripolin
Cruisers out, it was not deemed prudent to risk her with the useful Cargo she had
on board
On the 6tk Inst arrived our Gun Boats NP 2, 8 & 9 , they have got their water
with other supplys & will proceed for the squadron first fair wind We have heard of 3 Algereen frigates & a Brig being a t Sea, there are 2 Portuguese ships of the Line, a frigate & Brig of War Cruising in the Gutt under the
Command of ad1 Campbell, which suppose will prevent their going to the Westward
I nnderstand an Envoy from the Empr of Jermany has arrived a t Tanger with
Presents for the Empr of Morrocco and to settle a Peace [NA. SDA. CL, Gibrnltar, Vol. 3, 1805-1823.1
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To Secretary of the Navy from Sailing Master Nathaniel Haraden, U. 15. Navy
GIBRALTAR
[U. S. GUNBOAT
NO.8.1
June the 9th 1806
I arived here on the 5 Instant after a passage of 31 days. my pawage was prolonged nine days by meeting with Either calms or light winds with in a hundred
Leagues of Cape So Vincent. I had a good deal of Rough weather the first part
of My passage on the [ms mutilated] 14 May a compleat N N W gale. I found
here when Scuding whet and uncomfortable We did not think her unsafe. Shee
Lays too Very dry. Eveh when Exposed to a heavy Sea. Number 9 arived only
one hour before me. nun~ber9 two days after. as number 2 and 9 is in Qu[a]rantine the officers from the Shiping and Rock. cant go on Board them. There
is hardely an officer of Rank. Either of the Navy or army but what has been on
Board N. 8 Theay Speak in the highest terms of her and say there own gun Boat
should be burnt after seeing this. f e have now s t r o ~ ~winds
g
from the EastwQ
otherways we three Boat shoul[d] sail to day.
[NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 3, 1805.1
Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus, Master Commandant Isaac
Hull,U. S. Navy, commanding, 9 June 1805
[Derne] Commences with Fresh breazes from the North4 And Pleasant weather
Launch on shore with men to assist working a t the fort At 4 Mr Eaton Came onboard went onshore again a t K Past 5 had some conversation with him about abandoning the fort which he agreed to do the first
good opertunity
At sundown Pleasant weather wind from N o d
Midnight fresh breazes from North? 8: West4
At day light fresh breazes sent men onshore to work - the Bashaw sent a
party of horsemen to the East? of the Town to watch the motions of the Enemy At 10 a party of the Enemy made their appearance on the Top of the hill seing
a small Party of the bashaws men They came doun to indevour to drive them back
to the town - after they had got down the hill the Bashaws men made a signel
for assistance which soon Joined them from the Town - the Enemy findeing the
Bashaws men to strong for them they retreated after exchangeing a few shot At 11 the small party of the Enemy had retreated quite t o the top of the hill
where they were Joined by their whole army and appearrd determined to come
down to attack the town - A signel was made a t the fort a t 5 Past 11 that
the Enemy were advancing which was answered At 12 the Enemies army on the Top of the hill makeing arangements t o come
down - the Bashaws men Came out to receive them and took a stand about
S/4 of a mile from the Town - Mr Eatons men all a t quaters in the fort fresh
breazes from the h'orthd and Rest?
[KYHS. Xaval History Sec., Argus.]
Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Corutitution. Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
commanding, Sunday, 9 June 1805
past 1 [P. hI.] shortened sail and came too with the
[Harbour of Malta]
starb4 bower anchor in 13 fathoms Water and furld sails, the South point of the
harbour bearing K E B E E E. the North point N h' E % E.
[USNA.]
Report of Nicholas C. Nissen, Danish Consul, Tripoli
[Tmnslatioil]

Most respectful memorandum.
Dispatched from TRIPOLIJune 10, 1806,
received in Copenhagen
It is hardly possible for me t o fully express here my sense of gratitude in receiving the gracious communication from the high administration, dated the 2nd
of March, in which the high administratio11 has been pleased to advise me of my
recall, most graciously obtained from His Majesty, and of the allowance of 800
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Riksdollar most graciously granted me upon my retirement from office in Tripoli,
as well as of the promise to graciously make a plea to His Majesty on my return
for reimbursement of losses entailed on account of inadequacy of salary. The
high administration has been pleased at the same time to offer me so many proofs
of its favor and grace, that they cannot fail to leave an indelible feeling of the
deepest gratitude within me.
M y successor Mr. Meldahl will have less difficulty in finding accomdations
for traveling from Europe to Tripoli than I supposed, when I received the communication from the high administration on the 24th of last month, and he will certainly experience fewer annoyances, I might say, both as a consul and as a private
individual, than it has been my lot to undergo during my sojourn, for the Pasha
has finally concluded peace with North America and thus fulfilled the most ardent
desire of the people here; 60,000 Spanish piasters all told are the terms of peace
and the release of prisoners.
Three North American frigates arrived off Tripoli on the 26th of last month,
one of which approached with a white flag a t the foremast and a Spanish flag
a t the mizzen; therefore the Spanish Consul Mr. d. Souza went on board, although
the French Commissioner Mr. Beausier had hitherto had the mediation of the
North American cause in his hands; but the Pasha did not desire to have him as
mediator, no doubt because of embarassment, and therefor requested Colonel
Lear and Commodore Barron in writing to address themselves to the Spanish
consul. Kegotiations lasted until the first of this month, and peace was considered t o be entirely concluded and everything settled, when Sidi Muhamed
Dghies early in the morning sent for me and, as I was already out, had a search
made for me everywhere. When I came t o him shortly thereafter, he told me
that the negotiations were in a state of confusion (embrouill&es),and that peace
would hardly be effected, as the Korth American Consul Colonel Lear had demanded the surrender of all prisoners as the first condition before any actual
conclusion of peace; this he had, in fact, demanded in writing. Sidi Muhamed
Dghies had the North American Captain Baimbridge, who had been taken
prisoner, summoned a t the same time, and requested our opinion. K e were
agreed that the best means t o eliminate this difficulty or a t least clarify it, especially as the demands appeared unreasonable, would be for the Pasha to let Captain
Bainbridge himself go on board on his word to return. The Pasha was willing,
but the Divan had difficulty in understanding that Captain Bainbridge's word
would bind him to return; but, when Sidi Dghies declared himself to be jointly
respon~iblewith the captured American officers, who promised to submit to
everything, and I also gave my guarantee, he obtained permission to go on board,
and returned in the afternoon, probably not a little to the astonishment of the
Pasha himself. The malter was in part clarified; Colonel Lear had not made
$his demand as an absolutely irrevocable condition and it is to be presumed
that i t was a misunderstanding; nevertheless, the Pasha and especially Sidi
Muhamed Dghies were enraged a t the Spanish Consul, of whom the latter had
various reasons for not liking the said Consul. The consequence was that the
Pasha formally requested me to go on board and in his name seek to bring about
eace; he gave me a power of attorney sealed in his own hand to deliver t o Colonel
f e a r , and, as I did not much desire this commission, the Pasha assured me that
he would consider it as a token of friendship and declared that, if the occasion
should arise, when I might have matters to settle concerning my own nation,
he would show his appreciation. The Pasha gave me four points as preliminary
articles, some of which had already in part been agreed u on.
as Colonel Lear had
The Pasha accepted the offer of 60,OuO piasters fort
shown himself unwilling, and was not to be persuaded, t o increase the amount
in the least. Kothing has really been paid for peace, but for the exchange of
prisoners of war, of whom the Pasha had almost 300 and the North Americans
about 120.
The Pasha demanded two gunboats. These were refused ss articles of the
peace, but he was given to hope, that lie might later be able to obtain the two
which had been seized the previous year.
The last point was to withdraw the support that had been given to his brother
Si& Hamet by the people, t o surrender four guns p.p. [?I, and again evacuate
Deme, for that this city was already in the possession of the North Americana
and of Sidi Hamet the Pasha had known since the 22nd of la& month, when a
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dromedary brought the news, that Sidi Hamet together with the North Americans
with a frigate and a brig on the sea and with four guns and seventy men under
the command of Major Eaton, accompanied by Arabe, had occupied berne where
the North American flag had been planted side by side with that of Sidi kamet.
The Pasha seemed to be very anxious about this point; Colonel Lear demanded
that the Pasha should surrender to him Sidi Hamet's family, when Sidi Hamet
left the Tripolitan area. This demand seemed severe to the Pasha, as he thought
that he would in this way lose the hostages which he held as security against
further hostile attempts on the part of his brother; he even distrusted the North
Americans and feared that they, when they had their prisoners of war, as well
as Sidi Hamet's family, in their power, would perhaps again engage in hostile
acts to the advantage of his brother. I had less difficulty in convincing the
Pasha that this suspicion was unfounded than in convincing his Divan and,
as it appeared that he desired me to do this, I had Captain Bainbridge also
summoned to the Divan, where he listened in silence; finally, most of them were
persuaded to concede this also, and thus the preliminary articles were sealed.
Colonel Lear has since promised me a separate modification of this article, whereby four years will be fixed for the fulfillment of the Pasha's promise, during
which time Sidi Hamet must show himself to be peace-minded and not seek to
incite insurrections. Although this whole matter might, seem of very little importance to our affairs or to me, both as con~uland as a private individual, I
nevertheless desired this modification, in order to show the Pasha and his Divan
that I had not tried to deceive them, and the Pasha will regard i t as a great
service on my part, which he will perhaps repay to my successor, when the
opportunity offers.
The peace was saluted with 21 guns by the Pasha, which were answered.
Colonel Lear then came ashore, where he stayed in my house, together with
most of the North American officers, and I am sending this respectful report
by him to Malta, whence i t will be forwarded to the high administration.
Although the Pasha now sees himself a t peace with a nation which has forced
him to terms of peace which he certainly did not expect to be obliged to accept,
yet I am fairly well convinced, that he will not hastily begin a new war, but I
especially flatter myself that Danish shipping in the Mediterranean will be
safe from molestation. The Pasha has learned that he gains nothing by a war,
that, when a nation considers that its honor and advantage demand the use of
force against him, it will always be to his loss, and that he should seek by negotiations rather than by declarations of war to obtaln the presents which he might
need. His attention has, moreover, been called to his loss, even by a simple
blockade, by which he loses the customs duties annually, often amounting to
60,000 piasters fr. [?] per year. All this gives m e reason to feel a t ease as concerns our shipping in the Mediterranean Sea on this part of the Barbary coast
and to cherish the hope that my successor will find less difficulty in maintaining
good relations with the Pasha of Tripoli.
Most respectfully,
N. C. NIBSEN. m. p.
TRIPOLIIN BARBARY
June 10,1806.
[Translator's Note: In these documents it is presumed that "p. p." means "eto.", but there is no dictionary authority for this interpretation.]

[Originals in Danish Archives, courtesy of Lt. Brewington.]
To Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy, from Robert Denison, Secretary of CaptPin
Samuel Barron, U. 8. Navy
MALTAJune 10 1806.
SIR By Order of Commodore S. Barron I transmit you herewith all the papers
found on board the Tunisian Corsair commanded by Riis Ali Ben Amour, and
her two Prizes, detained in April last by the U. S. Squadron for an attempt to
violate the blockade of Tripoli
I have directed the Midshipmen now in charge of mid Veasels to furnish you
with correct Inventories of all the Articles found on board. [LC. JRP, Vol. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1
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T o Captain Edward Preble, U. S. Navy, from William Piggins, U. 8. Navy Agent,
Malta
MALTAthe 10 June 1806.
MY DEARSIR YOUhave enclosed the Copy of My last letter of 21/25 June
We are all inclined
which went to you Via Philadelphia by a Merchantman
to quarrel with you, we find you have not only refused the Secretaryship of the
Navy but the Command of this Squadron also which has been offered you if Comme
Barron's health made his return home necessary. We have further heard by some
of the Gun boats that you had, or meant, to give up the Service altogether, by
which it is universally apprehended the Service will suffer as it would have been
promoted had you undertaken its direction I much fear your friend Commodore Barron will never see home, he is now in a
he1 less state of debility eh! '
John Adams I hear has arrived a t Syracuse but we have not recieved any
letters by her, I entertain great hopes that there is one on board for me from you. The Officers of the President now here have sent over a Speronara to get them
before they sail - There has been a great deal of quarrelling I hear already
among the Squadron and how it will end I can hardly say, most of the Officers I
am told are already a t variance with the Commander in chief by all Accorints his
temper seems to be a most violent one
let all 1 tell you on this head be sacred
between us I have not been able to send your flower Pots, tho' ready, by this oppertunity,
the President being lumbered with such an extraordinary number of Men and
Officers - they shall go to you by some other that will take them - If you
should want any thing else from this Country, you know you have only to command me Coffeesare a t favorable prices, here 70 Dollars Pr Cantar of 175 pounds, English
Sugars are every where dull, the Season for Kankeens is going by,
nigh be got
logwood is a drug in consequence of the large prize sales.
The African Army has returned to Syracuse with the exBasha [Hamet] but I
do not know what is meant to be done with him, Give him some money I conclude
and send him about his business [LC. EPP, Vol. 14, 1804-1805.1

-

-
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To Secretary of the Navy from Midshipman Ralph Izard, Jr., U. S. Navy
U. 8. GUNBOATh7?2 Gibraltar June 10" 1805
SIR I have the honor to inform you of the safe arrival of NQ2 on the 5 t h Ins$.
I kept compaay with NO 9 as far as the Western Islands, but the weather being
very thick and i t blowing a gale from the Westward I lost sight of her. - AT?8
Commanded by h e u t Handen arrlved on the 6th Instant a t noon having suffcrcd
much in his spars. - At sunset of the 6th A'? 9 anchored. There is a Quarantine
of 15 Dr*to be performed by all vessels from the Southern States, but owing t o the
good health of our Crews, Nv 9 and 2 were admitted l o Pratique yesterday; we
shall sail on the 12th for Syracuse. - Commos Barron in aletter to bfr Cavino
of the 20th of April gives information of two Tripolitan vessels of war having
escaped from Tripoli during the Boisterous weather in Feb? onc of them is a
Xebeque mount5 8 Guns, the other is a Ketch mounting 6 Guns. The station of
one is the Gulf of Genoa, the other is off Susa near Tunis. The Commodore's
health waa almost reestablish'd. He had purchas'd several vessels and had them
cut down for the pu ose of mounting heavy guns upon them.
The Svren. CaDts%ewart sail4 from hence with a Store S h i for
~ Malta on the
night-of "the 4 ' ~ Instant.
Our boats occasion general admiration among the land as well as sea Officers.
They have been visited and very minutely examined by almost all the Officer's of
the ships and Garrison. Enclosed is the muster Roll of No 2.
[NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 3, 1805.1
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[ l o June 18051
A List of the Commanders and Forces of Yusuf Caramanli, Bashaw of Tripoli,
defeated before Derne, on the loth June

QZ

100

Total Cavalry - - - - - - - - - - - - - Infantry including arabs- - - -- 1250
" refugees from Derne- 350

-

Recruits up to 10. June ------------

945
1600
2545
500.

Total - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3045
The germ of this army had been five months in the field; had moved through the
greatest extent of the Kingdom; and with every exertion to augment its strength
could only bring this small number to the field - Why? Want of cash on the
part of Joseph Bashaw and want of attachment on the part of his subjects Though we were enough with Hamet Bashaw to defeat this force, we had not the
means of pursuing the advantage - Why?
[NA. Sen. 9 B - B 6, Pres. Message, Jan. 1806.1
Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus. Master Commandant Isaac
Hull, U. S. Navy, commanding, 10 June 1805
[Derne] Commences with fresh breazes from the Xorthd and Cloudy At M past 12 sew the Enemy in motion Comeing down the Hill in severel different
places - hove up the anchor to get nearer in At >i
Past 1 anchored with springs
on our cable within half gun shot of the fort. At same time saw the two parties
warmly engaged Iieping up a brisqu[e] fire on both sides - Shifted thc starboard
bow gun over t o the larboard after port and began to fire on the Enemy in the
mean time the Hornet Lieu+ Evens ha[u]led Close in with the beach and began s
brisqu[e] fire on them we continued our fire until1 5 past 4 occasionally as
we could bring our guns to bear a t which time the Enemy retreated in all directions
closely Pursued by the Bashaws anny - who had Kept the ground from the first
of the action - At 5 the Enemy were on the Top of the Hill and the Bashaw in
Possesion of the field in the Course of the action several Charges mere made and a
great number must have been Kiled and wounded but have not as yet heard Sent on shore three casks of powder to the fort to replace what they had fired
[word illegible] Mr Eaton Came off and requested me to sent the doctor on shore
to dress the wounded People belonging to the Bashaw
At sundown MI E went on shore At 8 fresh breazes from North4 and West4 At 12 wind Veered t o the North4
and a sea seting on shore At % Past 3 wind to the North4 and East4 Sea rising At 4 turned the hands up got the Starboard Cable on deck ready for sliping got
slip buys on the Cable and made every thing Ready for sea At 5 Past 4 a Very heavy sea Loosed the Topsails double Reef4 sliped the
Cable and stood off to the East4
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At ?4 Past 5 saw the Hornet underway a t 6 saw her Tack and stand to the
West$ - a t 5 past 6 saw her Lower down her saib and anchor Very near the
shore - as she could not weather off and haveing sliped one of her cables I
wm under very great apprehension for her safety but could not go to her assistance
without indangering the Br[i]g - Continued standing to the East* until1 Past
6 hove too and hoisted in the launch - a Very heavy sea runing which made i t
Very dangerous to haw1 her along side
At 7 Cape Razetun bore S S E dist 5 Leaques At
Past 8 fresh breazes
Reef4 fore & aft Mainsail and Hswled up the square Mainsail At 11 handed fore Topsail a heavy sea and fresh wind At 12 fresh breazes
nder close Reef4 M Topsail and storm SI
[NYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]
Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Constitution. Captain John Bodgers, U. S. Bavy,
commanding, Monday, 10 June 1805
Ji pas 4 [A. M.] weighd and made Sail and stood out of the harbour of Malta
past 7 light sirs from the IYorthQcame too with the starb* bower anchor in 10
fathoms water. the Light house bearing W S W % Mile At 8 carried out a
Kedge anchor hove up the bower and warped out & made sail, sent the boats
A head to tow 3/4 past 11 the boats came along side

[USKA.]
To Tobias Lear, U. 8. Consul General, Algiers, from Captain William Bainbridge,
U. S. Navy
SYMCUSE11Q June 1805
Red 17 June
DEARSIR I have once again landed on a Christian Shore - my feelings you
I
can readily imagine - The Constitution returns this evening to Tri oli
depart to morrow morning for Catana to meet my freind Commodore % a r r i On my return to this place, I hope I shall have the pleasure of seeing you and
Mv Lear
Commodore Rogers will give you all the news from this quarter - Beleive me
my dear Col? to be with sincere regard
[Stephen Decatur Col.]
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. 8. Bavy, from Captain John Bodgers, U, S. Navy
Constitution. SYRACUSE
June 11 1806.
SIR By Captain Bainbridge I do myself the plessure to acquaint you of my
Arrival here last Evening. - I am now taking on board the Tripoline prisoners,
& shall sail for thence this evening to deliver them up to the Bashaw, which will
deprive me of the pleasure of seeing you till my Return. - Fearing that some
unforeseen circumstance may have prevented MI Eaton's evacuating Derne
agreeable to your last advices to him; previous to my leavin Tripoli, I despatched
the Constellation to inform him of Peace, & the terms by %reaty relative to the
Ex Bashaw Sidi Hamet - I have brought the Ceres Store Ship from Malta
hence to deposit her Cargo. The Nautilus is this moment getting under weigh
for Messina, on the business of Mr Ridgley, her officers being better acquainted
with the particulars of his unfortunate Business than any other persons, of course
they will be the principal Evidence on his trial - The Enterprize I hsve left
Orders for, in case she arrivea before m Return, to proceed to Alexandria with
r this service, but the importance of
the Money - I had ordered the ~ a u l i L on
Mr R's Trial induced me to countermand my Orders - The Easm I have ordered
t o Tunis with the Crews of the Xebecque and her two prizes a t Malta, but the
Vessels I have detained for further investigation - I saw a t Malta the Captain
of the Turkish Corvette, sent by the Captain Pacha to claim the Ottoman Vessels,
captured by the Squadron last Summer, & have promised to give him an Answer
on my return from Tripoli - I beg leave to refer you to Captain Bainbridge for
articulars relative t o Tripoli. - Wishing sincerely for a speedy Recovery of
Eealth, d hoping in the course of ten dagg to hsve the pleasure of eeeing you in
person,
[NA. Ben. 9B-B6, P m . M m g e , Jan. 1806.1
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To oeorge Davis, U. 6. Charge d'dffaires, Tunis, from Captain John Bodgers,
U. S. Navy
U. STATESSHIP Constztution
Syracuse 11 June 1806
SIB, On the 4*4 Inst by the Constellation Capte Campbell via Malta, I had the
honor to receive copies of your communications to Commo: Barron of the 29th Ulto,
accompanyed by a detail of your conferrences with the Bey of Tunis, relative to
the Cruizer and her two prizes, sent into Malta by the Constitution, the Beys Letter
to Commodore Barron on the same, and passports for said Crulzer from yourself,
& the other Consuls residing a t Tunis. As Commo: Barron did write you fully on this subject previous to his having
resigned the Command into my hands, I have only to repeat, that the assurances
he has given you respecting them, will be the tenor of m proceedings, - Peace
having been concluded between the U. States and the sashaw of Tripoli on the
4th Ins!; leaves me no positive cause for detaining the Rais Hassen Ben Aly and
Crew of the Zebec; I have therefore dispatched the Essm Capt* Cox, with them to
Tunis, to be delivered up; and it is of no importance whether they are Tripoline
or Tunetian subjects, as neither can effect the legallity of the Capture of the
Vessels they belonged to, as the positive manner in which they violated the
Blockade, makes them equally as lawful prizes as if they had been i n fact Tripolines;
a t any rate I shall detain them until farther investigation is had on the subject,
for which purpose and to oblige his Excellency the Bey to relinquish his unjust &
imprudent demands of a 36 Gun Frigate, and others equally as intrusive, -ou may
expect in the course of 25 or 30 Days a t farthest to see me in Tunis d a y with
5 Frigates, 2 Brigs, 2 Schooners, 1 Cutter & perhaps 10 or 12 Gun Boats. - This
will be the moment to make impression on the mind of his Excellency, which it is
equally our own and our Countrys honor and, Interest for him to be ma& to feel;
as during my command in the Mediterranean, a t present being a t Peace with all
Nations, I am determined to adhere with as much strict justice to the Treaty
existing between him & the U. States, and not to infringe any perogative
of his, as I am determined not to suffer him to violate with impunity either the
mutual obligatio~isexisting between us, or Laws of Nations, either directly or
indirectly so far as the relate to the U. States.
He has been in the tabit of threatening us with War, without any just cause,
but the moment is now arrived that he must acknowledge we have done him no
wrong; and this too in language such as a t least to produce reason in our minds, to
believe, that unprovoked he never will again renew his threats. - I know that
Peace is the wish of our Country rovided it can be maintained on an honorable
footing, but if he provokes us to ar, he will feel in less than Six Months from its
declaration, that the Wars he has hitherto been engaged in, were on the part of his
Enemys (amounting t o a direct contradiction) lenity & affection. - If your communications by +,he Essex require an early answer, you may may expect to see
another of our Vessels very shortly So soon as I can get the Squadron collected, which I hope will not take longer
than 25 or 30 days, you may calculate on seeing me; in the mean time you may rely
on every assistance in support of the Interest of our common Country, that the
best intentions can devise. - I shall sail tomorrow for Tripoli to convey the
Tripoline Prisoners in our possession back and deliver them up to the Bashaw [NDA. Captain's LB, Vol. 1, 1805.1

@

To Captain Thomas Tingey, U. S. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy
NAVD E P M11~ June 1805.
I have re& your letter of this day's date. Charter a vessel immediately to carry from 1000 to 1500 barrels and load her
with beef, pork, bread, flour, cordage, the powder received from Messr~Riddle &
Bird, and shot; proportioning the quantity of beef, pork, bread, and flour, agreeably to the cargo of the Ship Huntress lately dispatched to the Mediterranean
with provisions for our Squadron in that sea, and proportioning the quantity of
shot to the powder, and the Kind agreeably to the invoice of Shot sent in the
Huntress. Send 6 or 8 tons of assorted Cordage, & 100 bolts of assorted canvas. As soon as you shall have chartered a Vessel, you will inform me of her name and
the name of her Commander.
She must proceed directly to Malta or Syracuse or to both if required.
Let no time be lost in the execution of these orders. FDA. OSW,Vol. 6, 1802-1805.1
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To Secretary of the Navy from Captain Thomas Tingey, U. S. Navy
NAVYYARDWASHINGTON
11 tP June 1806
SIR The Ship mentioned in the enclosed paragraph is reported, and believed to
be the Huntress, with the Stores for the Mediterranean. I therefore haste to
inform you; in expectation you may deem it proper to have a fast sailing small
vessel charter'd without delay, to send out with the Eighty barrels of powder,
(last received from Wilmington) and an assortment of shot.
A vessel of about 1000 Barrels, could be loaded here with Stores on hand, except
Bread-of which if you so direct I will have 400 or 500 barrels baked immediately Should you not deem this measure expedient - I conceive the powder ought
not to remain long in the Magazine here - Experience has shewn us that
damage quickly takes place on the powder deposited in it.
Since writing the foregoing, I thought it proper to wait on the President, with
the information - in order to give you his sentiments thereon.
Mr Madison was with him, having received it by letter also - The President
directed me to make every preparation against receipt of your orders, for the dispatch of such a vessel, as aforemention'd. -4nd that it was his opinion such an
one should sail without delay - I shall of course be preparing to be ready to
execute your directions.
[NDA. Captain's LB, Vol. 1, 1805.1
Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus, Master Commandant Isaac
Hull, U. S. Navy,commanding, 11 June 1805
Commences with fresh Gales from the Korthd and a Very heavy sea under
Close Reefd Topsails and storm stay sails At 2 P M wore ship to the Southd - At sundown fresh gales and a heavy sea
At 12 more moderate and less sea At K past 12 Turned one Reef out of the
Topsails At day light fresh breazes Split the Gib Unbent it and bent another
At 5 Cape Razaten bore W S W 3 Leagus At 8 fresh breazes Carrying sail
To beat up for Derna Tacking as necessary
At 12 Cape Razctun bore W by S 5 S dist 4 Leagus - fresh breazes and
Pleasant weather finde a Very strong Current Setirig to the East4
[XYHS. Naval History Sec., Argus.]
To George Dyson, U. S. Navy Agent, Syracuse, from Captain John Rodgers, U. S
Navy
Constitution. SYRACUSE
June 12th 1805
SIR, YOUwill be pleased to furnish William Bainbridge E s ~ Captain
,
in the
U. States Navy, with such Sum of Money as he may require for the use of himself
and Officers and charge the same to acct of the U. States Navy Department. [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A , 1804-1805.1
To Captain James Barron, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. Frigate President, at
Catania, from Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
Constitution. SYRACUSE
June Id.1806
SIR I have nothing of importance to communicate further than what Capt:
Bainbridge will be able to acquaint you with & to whom I refer you for particulars
since your departure from Tripoli - In my absence you will be pleased to direct
the Commanders of such of the Squadron as may arrive to Provision and Water
their Vessels for a ten weeks cruize, agreeable to my last instructions and here
wait my arrival. [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
To First Lieutenant Thomas W. Hooper, U. 6. Marine Corps, from Captain John
Rodgers, U. 6. Navy
Constitution. SYRACUSE
June 12. 1806
SIR, YOUwill take from the detachment of Marines, of the late Fri ate Philadelphia, a aufiicient number of robust healthy Men, equal to supply t%e place of
those sent to the Hospital. [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
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To Lieutenant Jacob Jones, U. S. Navy, from Captain John Bodgers, U. S. Navy
Constitution SYRACUSE
June 16. 1806
SIR, For the accommodat~ion& convenience of yourself and the other Officers
of the late Frigate Philadelphia, I have to desire that you take charge this day
of the U. States Brig Franklin & as you will be held accountable for mid Vessel
and all appurtenances that you take such necessary measures as to exonerate
your self, before you give her present Commanding Officer a receipt for the
delivery of the same.
[LC. J R P , Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
To George Dyson, U. S. Navy Agent, Syracuse, from Captain John Rodgers, U. 6.
Navy
Constitution SYRACUSE
June 12tP 1805
SIR In case any of our public l'essels arriving before my return you will be
pleased to inform their commanding officers that i t is my desire they Provision
their Vessels for a Ten Weeks Cruize and here wait my arrival, except the
Enterprize which I have, in case of her arrival ordered on Service. [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
To William Eaton, U. S. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies, from Captain
Hugh G. Campbell, U. S. Navy
U S. SHIP Constellation
ofl Derne l2t4 June 1806
SIR The dispatches from Tobias Lear Esq. which I had the honor to send you
yesterday evening, by Lieut Wederstrandt, have no doubt informed you that
peace is concluded between the Bashaw of Tripoli and the United States; likewise
requiring of you to aithdra-u- the American forces from Derne with all possible
dispatch, to effect which more readily the UntQ States ship ConsteUation, under
my command, will remain in the road, for the purpose of assisting your operations - I have only to add that i t rests with you to say in what manner, and when
her services will be required - and when the white flag is to be hoisted on shore I need not say what pleasure it will give me to see you on board the Constellation,
where a cot is provided for you by your very respectful & Obedt Servt
[NA. Sen. 9 B-13 6, Pres. hlessage, Jan. 1806.1
To Captain Hugh G. Campbell, U. S. Navy, from William Eaton, U. S. Navy Agent
for the Barbary Regencies
DERNEJune 12% 1805
SIR I have this moment recd your letter of this morning by Lieu$ Wederstrandt - and shall make arrangements to embark tomorrow
I doubt the propriety of showing a white flag until after this post shall be
evacuated Shall have the honor to wait on you on board immediately to consult on certain
measures too complicated to be comprised in this note Meantime I am with
perfect respect,
[NA. Sen. 9 B-B 6, Pres. hlessage, Jan. 1806.1

To Xaster Commandant Thomas Robinson, Jr., U. S. Navy, commanding U. S.
Schooner Entsrprize, from Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
U. STATESSHIPConstilutim
Syracuse June 1% *b 1805
SIR YOUwill proceed to Malta without loss of time & require of Mr Higgins,
14,000 Spanish Dollars proceed direct to Alexandria, pay the same into the hands
of Mess- Brigs of that place, take the necessary receipts & return as soon aa
possible to Syracuse; where you will wait my further orders [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
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To Master Commandant George Cox, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 6. 8. h,
from
Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
Constitution SYRA~USE
June 1 8 t h 1806
SIR The Instant the U. States Frigate Essez under your command is ready for
Sea, you will proceed to Malta & take on board the Rais & Crews of the Xebec &
her two prizse, sent into Malta by the U. S. Ship Constitution, and from thence
proceed to Tunis to land them - The Bey of Tunis's conduct for some time
past has been so impregnated with contradiction & impudent threats against the
U. States, as to induce me to wish that you will have an interview with Mr Davis
previous to delivering up the Crews of these three Vessels, as they are not liberated
from any positive Knowledge I have of their being Tunetians, but because our (at
present) being a t Peace with all the Barbary Powers affords me no reason for
detaining them, - of the manner of delivering them up, Mr Davis will be the
best judge. As the purport of your mission to Tunis is merely to deliver up these People,
and to make me acquainted through M? Davis charge 'd'mairs, with the state of
our affairs with that Regency, you will be pleased to return t o this Port, so soon
as you have completed the object of your mission and wait my further orders.
[LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
To Captain Stephen Decatur, Jr., U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. Frigate Congrws,
from Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
U S SHIP Constitution
Sgramse June 12th 1805
Sra I[n] case of your arrival here before my Return, you mill repare your
Ship, in all respects for a ten months Cruize & waite my further 8rders - If
there should not be sufficient Provisions here to complete your Indent you will
them a t Malta and return here as early as possible I am in hop= my
eturn to this port will not be longer than ten days.
[HS of Pa.]
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To Secretary of the Navy from Lieutenant James Lawrence, U. 6. Navy
U. STATESGUN BOAT Nq 6
August 30th 1806.
SIR The return of the Congress to the U States presents an opportunity of
sending the enclosed statement handed to Commodore Rodgers on my arrival in
Syracuse of an outrage comitted on the U S. Gunboat Nv 6 under my command
on the 12th of June last, off Cadiz, by an English squadron commanded by
Admiral Collingswood, I persuade myself that on a perusal of the several depositions herewith annexed, and a momentary recollection of the peculiar disadvantages under which I laboured (to which I particularly request your attention in the statement above mentioned) that so far from attaching any censure
to my proceedings on that occasion, it will meet your approbation [NDA. Officers LB, 1802-1805.1
To Captain John Bodgers, U. 8. Navy, from Lieutenant James Lawrence, U. S.
Navy
U S. GUNBOAT
Nv 6 June 18 [I8061
SIR I take the liberty of enclosing you the particulars of the loss of three of my
crew by the English fleet off Cadiz, I should have made out the statement immediately on my arrival in this port, but have been constantly employed until1 this
moment getting Nv 6 ready for sea
[LC. JRP, Vol. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1
@neloerure]

[12 June 18051

A report to Captain John Bodgere, U. 8. Bavg, from Lieutenant James Lawrence,
U. 6. Havy
On the 12'4 of June bein off Cadiz, was brought too by the Enklish Squadron
off that place and boarded %y the Tenon and the Dreadnaught, whle I waa M o w
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with the OEcers, three of my men, who had been very unruly during the passage,
finding some of their old shipmates in the boat declared themselves English subjects and demanded protection, one of them acknowledgeing himself a deserter
from the Flora, Frigt, on the Cockswain's informing the officers of it, I immediately went on deck and found the three men to be John Patterson William White
and George Brown, they were demanded by the Officer as English subjects, and
one as a deserter, I refused giving them up, by this time the Tenon's boat had gone
onboard the Admiral with the enteligence, finding i t use less to have any altercation with the Officer, I judged it most prudent to go onboard the Admiral and
make him fully acquainted with the situation of the men, I accordingly went onboard with the Officer, but previous to my leaving the Vessel gave my second
Officer Mr Roach possitive orders, on no account to suffer a man to leave the boat
untill I returned, on getting onboard I had a long conference with Captr Rothcram, to whome I stated that the men were ship'd in New York and had received
four months advance and had taken the oath of Allegiance to the U States, and
that it was more than my Commission was worth to give them up, he observed
that as they had voluntarily come forward and claimed protection as English sibjects, he hoped I would not object to giving them up, if I did he would take
them, he said he had sent for them, and if on examination it should appear that
they were not Englishmen they should be immediately given up I observed they
would not be permited to leave the boat as the commanding Officer had possitive
orders not to suffer a man to leave the Vessel, but on looking out of the Cabin
window I perceived them in the boat, on coming onboard they were examined,,
Patterson produced a discharge from the Hercule, White was known by the name
of Tho9 Rickets to have served his time in Plymouth Dock as a rope maker and
Brown by the name of George Merchant, who acknowledged to have deserted
from the Flora, on Admiral Collingsworth being informed of this, I was sent for,
he observed that aa the men were clearly proved to be English subjects he was
obliged to keep them, I requested him to let the business rest untill I arrived in
Gibraltar where the business could be investigated before Captr Shaw who I made
no doubt would cheerfully give them up on their being proved to be Englishmen,
he answered they were onboard and must stay. I then told him that I received
them onboard as Americans they having taken the oath of allegiance to the U
States, and should consider them as such, that if he was determined to keep the
men I should deliver up the U States Gunboat N Q6 to him and requested him to
send an Officer to take charge of her he refused to have any thing to do with her
or to deliver up the men, thus situated I was under the necessity of leaving the
Dreadnaught a t 8 P M. as there was every appearance of a Gale coming on and
my vessel not calculated to claw off a Lee shore, on getting onboard I found that
as soon as the boat got alongside, Patterson who was a t the Helm left it and jump'd
into the boat and was followed immediately by the other two before Mr Roach
could stop them, who a t any rate could have made very little resistance as the
Guns were below and no catridge filled
[LC. JRP,Vol. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1

-

[12 June 18051
Depositions concerning Impressments
Depositions of Evan Jenkyns, Gerard Manning, George Clark and John Joseph.
Evan Jenkyns says that being Boatswain of Gun Boat N P6 on the 12 of June
1805 when Lieut. Law-rence left the Boat to go on board the Dreadnought, he
heard him order Mr Roach the Midshipman to permit no man to leave the Boat
during his absence. after Lieut Lawrence left the boat an Enghsh Oficer came
on board and asked for the men. George Brown being a loft came don- and
said he was one. John Paterson being a t the Helm left it & said he was another
and had belonged to the Hercule, he was immediately followed by John iT-hte.
He heard Mr Roach tell the English Officer he had positive orders from his Commander to suffer no man to leave the Vessel during his absence. on the Men geting
into the boat Mr Roach made no resistance. He told Mr Roach he hoped he
would not suffer the Men to o and said if he was in his place he would not.
there were plenty of Boarding l i k e s and Cutlasses a t hand and could have Kept
the boat of[f] with ease.
Gerrard Manning Guner of NP 6 says he heard Lieu* +wrence give Mr Roach
w i t i v e orders to suffer no Man to leave the Vessel in hls absence snd remated
the orders whed he left the Vessel in presence of the English Officer. after
Lieu$ Lawrence left & got on board the Dteadnoughi a Boat returned and took
the men without any opposition on the part of M: Roach After the men had
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left the boat Mr Roach observed to him he wished he had hauled his colours down.
George Clark Quarter Master of N"
says he heard Lieu5 Lawrence give
pos~tiveorders to Mr Roach to suffer no man to leave the Vessel during his
absence which he repeated several times in presence of the English officer, He
also heard Lieut Lamence order Mr Eoach in case force was used to haul his
colours down. He heard Mr Jenkyns say t o Mr Roach he hoped he would not
suffer the men to go. after the men were gone Mr Roach said he was sorry he
did not haul his colours down.
John Joseph Steward of N P13 says he heard Lieut Lanrence on leaving the boat
order Mr Roach to suffer no man to leave the Vessel in his absence and if force
should be used t o haul his colours d o ~ n .
We the Subscribers do Certify that the forgoing depositions were taken in
our presence
JOHNSHAW
JAPJ'V. MURDOCH
Jos. J. ~ X A X W E L L
U. S. FRIGATE
John Adams
TUNISBAYAu@ 16. 1805
[LC. JRP, Vol. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1
[12 June 18061
To Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy, from Midshipman James Bcach, U. S. Navy
EXITED
STATESFI:IG~Joltn Adams
itfalta July 1 7 t h 1806
SIR The Affair of my having lost the Men beIonging t o Gun Boat NQ6 Commanded by Lieut J. Lamence off Cadiz, was not from a wish to injure the Reputation of my Country; far! indeed be it: They revolted and Mutinously jumped
into the British Boat which lay longside of the Gun Boat; I made every Exertion
t o prevent it, but I found all was in Vain: They called aloud for his hlajesty's
Protection, had I been armed (but not having it in my Power to find Ammunition)
I should certainly have ended their Career e'en if I had been Punished for i t
after*-ards.
I am a Young Oficer, and not up [on] the Strictness of the British Flag, had no
Idea that the Officer in the Boat would have the Effrontery to take away Men
from an American armed Vessel, after what had passed betwixt Lt L-and the
officer of the Brit4 Boat
It is the First Wish of my Heart to Promote the Interest and Welfare of my
Country, still wishing t o adhere to what our Ancestors have done for us.
I n my then Situation, what could I do?My Officer on board one of the
British Ships, the Men revolting, myself unarmed, Night coming on, left without any Assistance, and my being a Young Officer of Course wanting Experience
in such Cases, I hope you will Consider these Circumstances, and release rue from
the Situation I am now so unhappy in-this Address 1 hope you will excuse and
believe me
[LC. JRP, Vol. 2, Series Two, may-Oct. 1805.1
In?ult to U. S. Flag

12 June 18051

GENERAL ORDERS

An insult offered t o the Flag of the United States of America on the 12th of
June last, near Cadiz by a British Squadron under Command of Admiral Collinsworth, induces me as the Commander in chief of the United States Naval forces
in this Seas t o direct that you do not under any pretence whatever suffer your
Vessel t o be detained or your men taken out of your Vessel without you are compelled so to do by superior force; in which case After having resisted t o the Utmost
of your power,
are directed to surrcndcr your Vessel as you would to any
other common +nemy, but on no Account t o leave her until after you have
struck your Colours; after which if you are not compelled by the Author or
Authors of such Insult and Violence t o quit your Vessel, you are directed b me
so t o do, and on going on board the Enemy t o deliver your Swoard t o the 8ommanding Offjcer of the Enemy's Vessel, and not t o return to your Own again,
unless you are absolutely put on board of her by force On saying that you are
not t o suffer your Vessel t o be detained You are not to consider that it extends t o

y
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the prevention of your giving every satisfaction to the Vessels of War you may
meet on the high Seas, whose Xation we are a t peace with, so far as a friendly
intercourse will justify, or in language more plain you are not to be detained by
force. (Signed) J N RODGERS
~
Commander i n Chief of the U.States Naval .forces i n the Mediterranean
U. S. SHIPConstitution SYRACUSE
18th July 1806. [XHF. Dent's LB, 1803-1810.1
To Secretary of the Navy from Lieutenant Peter S. Ogilvie, U. S. Navy
[U.S. GUNBOAT
NO. 71
New York June 12th 1806
Sir, You urill no doubt be surprised to find I am still here - the cause of it
has been the desertion of my men
a few nights ago, the Centinel who -a-&S put
on duty a t midnight released a man I had confined in double Irons, broke the
chain by which the boat was lock'd, & made their escape - as also the Boatswain,
Gunner, Steward & four seamen I shall sail as soon as I can get eight good hands, which I hope will be in the
course of today or tomorrow [NDA. Officers LB, 1802-1805.1

-

To Secretary of the Navy from Purser Noadiah Morris, U. S. Navy
BOSTON,
lethJune 1805.
SIB, I received your favor of the 3r? granting me a Furlough, and a Freight
of Provissions for the Mediterranean - Be assured, Sir, that I am not insensible to the Obligations I am under to yozc for the many instances of Consideration
that I have received I have consulted M? Brown and others as to the Customary Freight from this
Country to Syracuse or Malta, $ from the information I can get, I am induced
to believe that 3 5 Dollars p? Barrel would be reasonable. If however this should
not meet your approbation, you map signify whatever you may think Just, & I
shall abide by it - Bly Vessel is in complete Order for Sea, and will sail for
Hartford tomorrow where I hope to meet your instructions as to the delivery
&cr of the Cargo I intend going myself, and shall with infinite pleasure take charge of any Commissions you may have in the hIediterranean I calculate on a quick passage, as
my Vessel is well found, and reputed a very fast Sailer.
Commodore Preble informed me that you had offered to Pay me the Freight
in advance; for this favor be pleased to accept my gratefull thanks; it, is of the
greatest consequence to me - I shall leave this for Hartford by Land in about
three days, and should prefer having the money paid by the Agent a t that place
[NDA. Officers LB, 1802-1805.1

-

Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argm. Master Commandant Isaac
Hull, U. S. Navy, commanding, 12 June 1805
Commences with fresh breazes from the North4 and West+ Carrying a Press
of sail to Beat up for Derna find that we gain Very little haveing a strong
Current against us At 5 split the squair Mainsail onbent it and bent a new
one At % Past 6 saw a Large sail to windward but could not discover what she
was but from her being off Derna supposed her to be an american fri ate
from sundown to day light Pleasant weather Carrying all sail racking as
necessary to work up for Derna At day light stood in for the Land found that we had gained but Very little
to windward owing to a Very strong Current seting to the East4 At 6 AM saw
a Large ship a t anchor off derna but could not se her Colours A t 12 moderate breazes and Pleasant weather under all sail Tacking as
Necessary t o beat to windward - finde a Very strong Eastern Current
ship
in sight from the deck
but could not se her colours [NYHS. NavaI History Sec., Argus.]

-

-

116

NAJ7AL OPERATIONS FROM 1805 TO 1807

Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Corulitulion, Captain John Bodgers, U. S. Navy,
commanding, Wednesday, 19 June 1805
Standing in for the harbour of Syracuise 5 past 5 [P. M.] Shortened sail and
came too anchor in the harbour. found laying here the U.S. Frigate President and
Essex.
[USNA.]

T o Captain John Bodgers, U. S. Navy, from William Eaton, U. 6. Navy Agent for

the Barbary Regencies
ON BOARDTHE UNITEDSTATESFRIGATE
Constellation, off D m e , June 19* 1805
Sir, At six oclock p. m. of the eleventh instant Captain Campbell anchored
in this road; a t eight sent Lieu$ Wederstrandt with your letter of the sixth and
Cofo Lear's of the fifth announcing the conclusion of peace with Joseph Bashaw
of Tripoli &, consequently, requiring me to evacuate this post
and the next
morning a letter from his own hand advising me that his ship would receive my
garrison - About nine oclock the Captain came on shore, attended by a few
of hie officers, whom I accompanied into town. I now communicated l o the
Bashaw the news of peace on our part with his brother; and the convention that
his family should be restored to him on condition of his quietly withdrawing
himself from the kingdom - He said he had no safety but in leaving the
country with us; and even this would be impossible with him and hazardous to
us if the project should transpire before carried into effect: despair would drive
his adherents to revenge and we must fall victims t o it - I consequently kept
up the idea of an attack on the enemy, an idea which had been excited from a
report that reenforcements had come out in the frigate for this purpose, and accordingly sent amunition and extra rations to be distributed among our rnoorish and
arab troops, and dispatched spies to ascertain the enemy's position - With
the same apparent view I inspected the garrison; ordered them to be divested
of 11 heavy baggage; and to be held a t their posts in readiness to advance a t
the word - At eight in the evening I placed patroles of marines to stop intercourse between the town and our post: this was a usual precaution a t this hour,
with only the diierence that on ordinary occasion8 this duty was done by rotine In the mean time dl the Constellations boats were laid along side our wharf I ordered the Captain of cannoniers to embark his company with the field pieces
and a ten inch howitzer which fell into our hands on the 27" April - and after
them the Greek company - This wrts executed with silence and alacrity; but with
When the boatswere
The marines remained at their postsastonishment
seen returning I sent a messenger to the Bashaw, requesting an interview - Understanding the purport of this message, he immediately repaired to the fort with
his retinue; dismounted, and embarked in the boats. The marines foUowed
with the American Officers
When all were securely off, I stepped into a small
boat I had retained for the purpose, and had just time to save my distance when
the shore, our camp, and the battery were crowded with the distracted soldiery
Some uttering
and populace - Some calling on the Bashaw
some on me
shrieks - some execrations. Finding we were out of reach, they fen upon our
tents and horses, which were left standing; carried t.hem off, and prepared themselves for flight: My garrison, together with the Bashaw and suit, were all on
board the Constellation about two in the morning - Before break of day our
Arabs were all off to the mountains, and with them such of the inhabitants of the
town as had means to fly, taking away with them every living animal fit for subsidence or burthen which belonged to the place - This morning s Choux from
Tripoli, who came out in the frigate, went on shore under a flag of truce and
carried letters of Amnesty from Joseph Bashaw to the people of Derne on condition of their returning to allegiance - He stated, on his return, that nothing
but despair depicted itself in the vi es of the few wretched inhabitants who
remained: that they rejected ~ o s e p haehaws
3
terms of pardon, declaring they
knew his perfidy too well to suffer themselves to be ensnared by it; and that they
were resolved to defend themselves t o the last moment from their terraces and
walls of their houses against his troops
It is to be hoped the position they
have taken m y terminate in an acc6mmodation and save the tragedy that
menthem
It is now twelve oclock, and we see no symptoms of the
enemy's troops advancing towards the town - This however may be accounted
for on other rinciples than those of humanity or arrangemenl - On the
arrival of the &naiWafion the idea impressed itseff on them also that she brought
troops and supplies - In consequence 6f which they decamped disorderly and

-

-

-

-

-

-
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retired with precipitation to a post fifteen miles in the rear towards the desert:
it is possible they may not yet have heard of our evacuation - In a few minutes
more we shall loose sight of this devoted city. which has experienced as strange a
reverse in so short a time 8s ever W ~ reco~ded
E
in the disasters of war; thrown
from proud success and elated prospects into an abys of hopeless wretchednesu Six hours ago the enemy were seeking safety from them by flight - this moment
we drop them from ours into the hands of this enemy for no other crime but too
much confidence in us! The man whose fortune we have accompanied thus far
experiences a reverse as striking - He falls from the most flattering prospectr,
of a Kingdom to beggary!
Our peace with Tripoli is certainly more favorable - and, seperately considered, more honorable than any peace obtained by any Christian nation with a
Barbary regency a t any period within a hundred years: but it might have been
more favorable and more honorable. It now remains, however, to dispose of the
instrument we have used in obtaining this peace in such a manner as to acquit our
conscience and honor -: this will require some diplomatic skill.
My dispatches to Commodore Barron of the 15Q ultimo and continued to the
lltQ inst. accompany this to your address as a matter rendered proper by the
transfer of the squadron to your command - Under actual circumstances they
can be of little import: but may nevertheless gratify a curiosity The duties understood to be annexed to my appointment in the Navy Department having ceased with the war, I have no reasons for remaining any longer in
this sea: I request therefore you will have the goodness to allow me a passage in
the first ship of war of your squadron which you may dispatch to the United
States I flatter myself with the gratification of waiting on you a t Syracuse in a few
days
[KA. Sen. 9B-B6, Pres. Message, Jan. 1806.1

-

To William Higgins, U. S. Navy Agent, Malta, from Captain John Bodgers, U. 8.
Navy
U. STATESSHIPConstitution
off Malta 13 June 1806
SIH In case either of the Gun Boats should arrive during my absence, you will be
pleased to direct their commanders to fill up their Water, & furnish each of them
with Provisions equal to ten Weeks consumption, including what they may have
on hand, and in all respects to be ready for Sea
The enclosed Letter contains orders to Lieutt Robinson of the Schooner Enterprize, to proceed to Alexandria on the service which the Nautilus was to have
performed.
[LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1504-1805.1

-

Extract from journal kept on board U. S. Brig Argus. Master Commandant Isaac
Hull, U. 6. Navy, commanding, 13 June 1805
Commences with Light breazes - from the North@and Westd Under d l sail
beating up for Derna - At 4 made the signel of the day to the ship a t anchor
which was not answered
At 6 moderate under all sail finde that we gain Very little to windward the
Current being strong against us Made the signel of the day a second time but
Codd se no answer - At 5 Past 6 the ship a t anchor made the Private Signel
which was answered by us From sundown to day light moderate breazes under all sail Tacking as
necessary to work to windward At day light stood Very close in for the ship a t anchor
found her to be the
U S Frigate ComteUation, Capt Campbel - lored down the Joll bote and sent her
onba the Fregate - a t 5 bote Returned was informed that Mc gaton had left the
fort with the Men under his Command and about one hundred of the Bashaws
h r v * [?I with him and that they were onboard the Constellatwn
stood Close in
shore to look for the anchor & cable that we had sliped [msmutilated] we left the
Bay
but could not se Either of the Buoys - sent the Jolly bote onboard the
Hornet to se if Lieut Evens had seen them after we Left bote returned and informed me that the Hornet had Parted one of the Buov ropes rideing by i t in the
gale and the other in warping off after Takeing off Mr 'Eaton - both buoys being
gone from the anchor and the wind blowng a fresh breeze found that we could not

-

-

-

-
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get i t without staying one or two days - to sweap for i t - stood off and went
onboard the ConsteUation At 10 Came onboard and made sail having Received
orders from Capt Campbell to make the best of my way to Syraceus - At 12 fresh
breazes the Constellation astern and Hornet off our lee quater - Derna bearing
S W 4 Leagus [XYHS. h'aval History Sec., Argus.]
Extract from journal of U.S. Frigate Constitution, Captain John Rodgers, U.S. Mavy,
commanding, Thursday, 13 June 1805
5 past Meredian the C.S. ship Congress came in 5 past 2 sent Mr Cannon
Boatsmain to the hospital Recd 80 Tripolitan prisoners from the castle a t
Syracuise
At 4 Joseph Talbot Qr Gunner deserted from the first cutter
At 10 P M weighd made sail and stood out of the harbour

Extract from Nlemorandum Book of Captain Edward Preble, U. S. Navy, 13 June

1805
Launched the Trengeance and Spitfire.
[LC original.]

Faiting for mortar beds.

Extract from journal of Midshipman Chades Morris, Jr., U. S. Navy, on board
U. S. Frigate Pruidcnt. Captain James Barron, U.S. Navy, commanding, Thursday,
13 June 1805
[Syracuse] Sailed the U S. F. Constitution & Esscz and Schooner hTautilus. in
the former all the Tripolitans which have a t eny time been captured by us
embarked for Triploi. a peace haring been concluded between that Regency and
ourselves. on consideration of the U. S. paying them 60.000 dollars as a Ransom
for our risoners The 8 ~ i c e r sand part of the crew of tho Philadelphia arrived yesterday in the
Constitution from Tripoli after a long and tedious imprisonment.
[Mn. C. E. Fox original, XDA photostat.]
Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Navy, U. S. Brig Vixen,
Master Commandant John Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding, Thursday, IS June

1806
[Tripoli] This day came in a ketch and gun boat from sea.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. 8. Mavy, from Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
Constitution OFF MALTA. June 14, 1806.
SIR: I am this very moment setting Sail for Tripoli with the Money for the
ransom of our Prisoners, & the Tripoline Prisoners from Syracuse on board. The
Essez is here and will sail in an hour for Tunis, with the Rais [Ali Ben Amour or
Rais Hassen Ben Alp] & Crews of the Xebecque & her two prizes to deliver them
up. The vessels I shall detain for further investigation. I perfectly coincide with you in the opinion, you directed Mr Denison to express
port last Fall; however I could wish
t o me of the vessels detained 8: sent into t h i ~
to wait the arrival of the John Adams as Government may have said something
on the subject by her. [NA. Sen. 9 E B 6 , Pres. Message, Jan. 1806.1
To John Stricker, navy Agent, Baltimore, Md., fram Secretary of the Navy
NAVDEPJune ldtb 1806
You will be pleased to Charter a Vessel carrying from 8 to 1200 Barrele on the
best t e r n in your power & send her round to this place immediately to take in
a cargo which iE, ready consisting of Powder, Shot Bread Beef &q to proceed direct
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to Malta or Syracuse - As i t is very desirable that no delay should take lace
you will inform me of the name of the Vessel and Captain Chartered in Brder
that the necessary p ~ w p o r t smay be obtained in time.
[NDA. GLB, Vol. 7, 1803-1805.1
Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Consfitution, Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
commanding, Friday, 14 June 1805
P M commences with Light airs and leasant weather ?4 past 3 saw the Island
of Malta bearing W. B. S. At Sunset tpe harbour of Malta bore N W B W.
At Midnight pleasant weather.
At 7 sent the Jolly boat on shore a t Malta. % past 11 RecQfrom Malta 65
thousand dollars
At Meridian made all Sail. the harbour of Malta bearing W
N distance 3
miles
[USNA.]
Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Navy, U. S. Brig Vixen,
Master Commandant John Smith, U. 6. Navy, commanding, Friday, 14 June
1805

Arrived a Ketch from Malta.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
To Gaetano Andrea Schembri, Tripolitan Agent, Halta, from Robert Denison
Secretary of Captain Samuel Barron, U. 8. Navy
COPY
MALTA15 June 1805
SIR Peace having been concluded betwixt the United States of America and
the Rigincy of Tripoli I hereby annunce to you the liberation of the Six Tripolini
risoners taken on bourd a vessel off Bingazi by a Brig of War of the United
tat= - and they are hereby delivered up to you
[LC. JRP, Vol. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1

8

To General Castanio, Algeziras, from Lieutenant Joseph J. Maxwell, U. S. Mavy
U. S. GUN BOATNQ3
(Official) Copy
HARBOUR
OF ALGEZIRAB
15 June 1806
I have the honor to acquaint your Excellency, that I was this morning, brought
too by four armed boats under Spanish Colours, who after exercising the utmost
insolence, & without assigning the smallest reason conducted me to this port.
The orders received from my Goverment were to proceed with all possible
dispatch to the Commander of the American Squadron in the Mediterranean,
the serious consequences attending this unwarrantable detention must be too
obvious to your Excellency to require a remark - I shall only observe that
if your Goverment authorizes indignities of this nature, t o my own, I must
appeal for redress. I am sensible however this cannot be the case, B ersuade
myself that your Excellency r i l l readily redress the iusult ogered the L e r i c a n
Flag, in this instance, & take measures to prevent a repetition [NDA. Captain's LB, Vol. 1. 1805.1
To Secretary of the Navy from Master Commandant John Shaw, U. S. Navy
U. S. FRIGATEJ o h n A d a m
Gibralter 15% June 1805
SIR On the Second day after I sailed from New york I experienced a gale of
Wind East to N E accompanied with a heavy Fog which lasted 3 or 4 Days and
On the IO'P Inst I fell in with N9 10.
seperated me from the Gun Boats
Lieutt Cartey LattQ36'11' N Long 10°15' W all well - NQ3 NQ 6. & 6 I found
a t an anchor here, they got in a few hours before me. N9 2. 8. & 9 ha8 Sailed for
Tripoli yesterday Morning and NQ.G & 7 no doubt will be here very shortly 1 8m employed this Morning in Mounting their Cannon & supplying them with

-
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every necessary which they are in Want of - I likewise Increase the Crew of
each Boat to 30 Men On my arrival here I communicated to Mr Gaveno my orders to toutch in for
Information and I transmit you a Copy of his Letter to me.
I shall proceed off Tripoli the first wind - which I hope will be this evening
or to morrow Morning a t farthest

-

[NDA.

MC LB, 1804-5.1
[Enclosure]

To Master Commandant John Shaw, U. S. Navy, from John Gavino, U. 6. Consul,
Gibraltar
COPY
GIBRALTER
June 14th 1806
SIR I have the honor of yours of this date & Congratulate you on your arrival.
I have Acck from Commodore Barron to 21at Apl he was well and Anxious to
begin the Champaign - Informs me of two Tripolitan Cruisers havin got out
in bad Weather one of 8 Guns the other of 6. one was Cruising in the %iulph of
Genoa was seen about 3 Weeks ago off Corsica, the other was a t Susa near Tunis.
This induced Capt. Stewart (with Consul Simpsons approbation) to Convoy the
Am* Transport u being loaded with Powder, Anchors, & other Stores unarmed, left this the 4tb &st as did Gun Boats NO9. 8. & 9 yesterday The Emperor of Morocco is making some preparations, but against who i t is
uncertain - the other States have no Kovelty
[NDA. MC LB, 1804-5.1
Extract from a letter from Master Commandant John Shaw, U. 6. Navy,
commending U. 6. 6. John Adam
GIBRALTAR,
June 16,1806.
"With pleasure I inform you of my arrival here (after a assa e of 30 days,)
from Xew-York. The second day after my leaving Sandy d o k , funfortunately
separated from the gun boats in a heavy gale from the K. E. to E. accompanied
with a thick fog, which lasted three or four days. On the 10th inst. I fell in with
No. 10, lieut. Cartey, out from n'orfolk 27 days. He reported, his boat far
exceeded his expectations, and was capable of living in any sea, and that she lap
to remarkably well. I found lying to an anchor here gun boats KO. 3, lieutenant
Maxwell, No. 6, lieutenant Lawrence, and No. 6, lieutenant Harrison, all pefectly
well. These boats all exceeded the expectations of their officers. No. 2, lieutenant Izard, No. 8, lieutenant Harraden, and No. 9, lieutenant Elbert, sailed
from this port for Tripoli yesterday morning.
"Letters from commodore Barron, of the 21st April, make no mention of any
prospects of peace, and state that he was making active preparations for this
summer's siege. He has bought three large schooners, which he has cut down
strengthened and placed bombs on board. The blockade has been kept up the
whole winter very rigidly by our squadron; but the north winds occasionallp
compelled our fleet to weigh and best off the shore. The result is that two small
cruisers have got out. They have been lately spoke off Corsica, which I presume
is their cruising ground.
"Captain Bainbridge, officers, and crew, are all well and not harshly treated.
I flatter myself, that they will be all liberated this summer, as I am sure, every
exertion of our officers will be employed in effecting this.
"I am employed this morning in mounting the cannon on the boats, with my
main yard, and the instant i t is done, if the wind will favor, I shall weigh my
anchor for Tripoli.
"Captain Stewart sailed from hence on the 2d in company with one of our
store ships, for Malta.
"P. S. Commodore Barron's health is perfectly restored."
[LC. National IlbteUigencer, 28 Aug. 1805.1
115 June 18051
To Secretary of the Bevy trom Lieutenant Andrew Sterett, 0.S. Bavy
SIR Col. Stricker has just informed me that I must prepare the Brig building
in this place with all possible dispatch for a cruize Before I enter into this service permit me to request that you will do me the
honor to inform me, whether Mr Decatur is to rank me? Should this be the csse
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I cannot Sir reconcile i t to my feelings to enter again into the service - and of
course must be reduced to the necessity of resigning my Commission
BALTIP15 June 1805
[NDA. MC LB, 1804-5.1

-

To Captain Samuel Banon, U. 6. Navy, Malta, from George Davis, U. 6. Charg6
d'dffaires, Tunis
K Q 12
TUNISJune 16 t h , 1806.
SIR I do myself the honor to offer you a line, by this conveyance, merely to
present my respects & repeat my earnest wishes, for the recovery of your health Nothing has occurred relative to our affairs here, since I last addressed you
but
wait with much anxiety, an answer to my letters forwarded by Cap* Campbell &
Smith - Should not Coll Lear meet with that success we have a right to expect
in his negotiation a t Tripoli; no time should be lost in visiting this place
An unusual number of Cruisers, are manning, and which really surprizes us
as they seem to expect with much confidence, the Neapolitan force - If hostilities
should be commenced by the Bey of Tunis against us - I am most confident, i t
will not be in an open declaration of War, and am therefore the more anxious to
see our affairs, finally arranged here, and for which no occasion can be so propitious
as the present P C . JRP, L Bk B, May 1805-July 1806. Also Mrs. James S. Banon Col.]

-

-

-

Extract from Memorandum Book of Captain Edward Preble, U. 6. Navy, 16 June
1805
The Vengeance went into the stream.
P C original.]
To the Hon. Thomas Dwight from William Eaton, U. 6. Navy Agent for the Barbary
Regencies
THE U STATES
FBJGATE
ON BOARD
Constellation, at Sea, June 17* 1806.
SIR, I did myself the honor to write you from Egypt in February last
After a tedious and perplexing march of fifty days through the desert of Lybie
I arrived on the 25. of April and took post, a t the head of Hamet Bashaw's
army, in the rear of Derne. Our movements in Egypt had induced Joseph
Bashaw to send an army to the defence of the Province, which was within fourteen hours march of the place when we arrived. The Governor of Derne was
also ordered, and determined, with a garrison of turkish soldiery and about one
third of the City in hia interest, to resist our approach Commodore Barron had sent to the coast to assist our operations the brig
Argus, the schooner Nautilus, and the sloop Hornet; also two pieces of field artillery.
On the morning of the 26tP I sent a flag to the Governor ~ i t overtures
h
of friendship on condition of nonresistance and allegiance to Hamet Bashaw, which he
sent back with this laconick answer "My head or yours" - The next day we
attacked him by sea and land, and after a sharp contest of two hours and a half
carried the place by charge of Bayonet - The Governor took refuge in a
sanctuary; and most of his adherents fled, and either joined the advancing army
of Joseph Bashaw or took the desart. The few christians I had with me suffered
severly in the action; nearly one third of them were either killed or wounded;
because our arabs not having been accustomed to this kind kind of close decision,
left us the burthen of the day
I had the misfortune to receive a musket ball
through my left wrist, just below the joint, which, I fear, will deprive me of
the use of the hand - I immediately began to fortify myself by reversing the
embrasures of the battery, sinking a line of intrenchments and raising a parapet
without the fort - Hamet Bashaw opened his divan a t the 1at.e Governors
alace in the city; and the inhabitants very universally and with apparent satlsraction recognized him On the 13Q of May the enemy's army advanced and attacked us with all its
force in hopes of recovefing the place. But after an action of four hours, with
various success, they gave way and retreated precipitately to their camp behind
the mountains. We were too weak in our number of christians to pursue this
success; the bashaws people seemed not to have full confidence in themselves;
and our Saracen militla and newly acquired allies a t Derne resolved no longer

-

-

.

122

NAViLI; OPERATIONS FROM 1805 TO 1807

to act oiTensively without a pecuniary consideration; of this we were destitute; -

Each party therefore held our post with small skirmishing till the 28tI when a
party of the enemy of fifty or sixty foot covered by a troo of cavalry, descended
the mount,ain;fell on the right flank of our arab camp and $rove o£Fseveral camells
and cattle. A det,achment of the Bashaws people pursued these marauders;
overtook them a t the foot of the mountain; killed three of them; and recovered
the plunder. Whiie this was transacting I made a sortie with five officers and
thirty rank and file, dmericans and greeks volunteers; took s ravine undiscovercd
and gained the summit of the mountain before the enemy. We received them
on the point of the bayonet. They made a short resistance, and fled. We
pursued within a short distance of the camp; killed their Captain and five m m ,
and wounded 8 greater number: then retired in plain view of the whole army
without receiving the least injury. They appologize for this cowardly inactivity
by choosing to believe we aimed to draw them into an ambuscade on disadvantageous ground - The next day their commander in chief offered, by proclamation, six thousand dollars for my head - double that sum for me a prisoner;
and fifty dollars a head for my christians. This little affair put an end to
skirmishing On the 10th instant the enemy, having received reinforcements, again moved
down and attacked, But after a well fought battle of upwards of four hours they
were put to flight with great loss both in men and horses - On t h k occasion
we calculated t,he numbers actually in the field, of both parties to have been
about five thousand - The Bashaw deserva the merit of this victory - I
had little to do with its arrangment, and could not render him any assistance in
arms but from the fire of a single field piece. The vessels had a better positionand occasjonally galled the enemy with their heavy mettle: but the fact is,
I doubted the propriety of further offensive operatious, having been officially
informed that a negotiation was pending between the United States and Joseph
Bashaw The next day the Constellatzon appeared and came to anchor in the offing No sooner was she seen by the enemy than they decamped irregularly, leaving
most of their heavy baggage, and took up a precipitate retreat towards the desert.
under an apprehension that she brought us reinforcements and supplies - She
brought me a Ietter from our Commissioner of eace; of which the follonring is
a Copy. [See letter of June 6, 1805 to William eaton from Tobias Lear.]

*

*

*

*

This peace, distinctly considered, is honorable; but connected with the instrument we have used to obtain it, not to be boasted of. If the 60.000 [*I dollars
had, in stead of going to Joseph, been sent to Hamet Bashaw a t the moment of
rejoining us a t Bomba on the 1 5 4 of April, and correspondent vigorous
the A ~ g w
operations pursued elsewhere, we should have started the usurper from his Capital
before this date and wrested our captives from his chains - When he made overtures of a pacification to our Commissioner, he was heard to observe as his reason
"When I began this war, I wm fighting for money; but, the question now is,
Who shall be Bashaw?" I fear we have stopped too short: for if such were his
a prehensions while as yet Commodore Barron's squadron had never been before
&ipoli together, and we were still a t a great distance, what would not our
junction have produced! I firmly believe we should have entered Tripoli with
as little trouble as we did Derne. After having been more t.han six months on
the barbarous shore of Africa, my friends may probably think I ought not to
compalin a t having gotten my share of the war off my hands - I ought perhaps,
t o be satisfied; yet, I confess, novel, arduous and hazardous as the enterprize
may have appeared, I hoped to have stood on to see the temerity of Joseph
Bashaw chastized and his perfidy punished. The lesson would have been awful
to Barbary - Perhaps another such occasion will never offer. I shall return to the United States in thc first vessel of war which sails from
the Squadron and shall make it a duty as well as a pleasure t o wait on you in
passing through Springfield I*] Lssr gaTe 65,WO dollars for ransom, and 5 kinpdom for the pace.
E. Huntington LCAG, E A 126.1

m.

To Captain John Bodgers, U. S. Mavy, from Robert Denison, Secretary of Captain
Samuel Barron, U. 8. Mavy
MALTAJune 1 7 tb 1806.
SIR:I received the Letter which you had the politeness to address to me on the
14 Inst - I should have done myself the pleasure of meeting you a t the Barrier
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on that day but was much indisposed with a severe inflammation in my eyes
which as respects business has laid me completely prostrate, & will I fear suspend
my powers of attention for some time - I have the honor to inclose Inventories
of the Articles found on board the two Neapolitan Merchant Vessels, Prizes to the
Tunisian Corsair detained off Tripoli by the Constitu~ion- I am informed
that the Consul of His Sicilian Majest in this Island means to protest against
the restitution of these vessels to the &ashaw of Tunis - It appears to be a
matter worthy of consideration how far after insisting upon our right to make
Prizes of the vessels in question, we can with justice exercise the power of restitution as an act of courtesy, in disregard of the claim of the Neapolitans with whom
the case seems to be a novel one and suceptible of much
we are in Amity
argument on both sides, and the question would probably turn upon the principle
of the "injra prisidia" and its application to the circumstances of this case I have examined the latest Reports of Admiralty decisions but can find no instance
exactly in point - As it is no less the wish of our Goverment than i t is appropriate to its character to act on such occasions with strict regard to the rights
of neutral & friendly Xations, I beg leave Sir to suggest the propriety of consulting
some legal Character on this question, and if the idea meets your approbation
I will submit the case to the consideration of His Majesty's Advocate a t this
place and request his opinion thereon By the papers transmitted to you in my Letter of 6 Inst ou would observe that
the Correspondence relative to the claim of the Ottoman gorte for the surrender
of the Corn vessels has been earrced on thro' the medium of the Governor of this
Island - I inclose a Copy of Commodore Barron's last Letter to His Excellency
on that subject from which you will preceive a t what point the Correspondence
rests [LC. JRP, Col. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1

-

To Captain Samuel Barron, U. 8. Navy, from John Broadbent, U. S. Navy Agent,
Messina
MESSIXA17 June 1805.
SIR! Rlt Ridgely's Trial is now in a ver good train & I have not the least doubt
but he will soon be able to return t o the iquadron - It is to be hoped that this
misfortune will be of Service to him for the remainder of his days, & that it will
make some impression also on the minds of other young Men in the Service,
inducing them to guard against the vice of Intoxication, particularly when
they are on shore in foreign Countries. His Sicilian hfajesty has declared himself highly pleased with thee, in recommending the young hlan to present himself in the very honorable m-ay he has done
for Trial, and had the facts & depositions been so strong against him as necessarily to condem him, I am certain that the King wou'd have pardon'd him,
having prohibited the Tribunal from executing any Sentence upon him without
knowing first His Majesty's pleasure. Thy friend
(Sign'd) John Broadbent
[NDA. Captain's LB, Vol. 2, 1805.3
To Captain Edward Preble, U. S. Navy, from John Beekman, Navy Agent, New
York, N. Y.
NEW YOBK17th June 1805
Sir, On Saturday last after a great deal of trouble and dificulty Lieu! Haswell
and myself made a purchase of two fishing smacks, on the best terms we could
get them for, the owners being in the heighth of Business were not very anxious
to part with them even a t the price we gave, one is called the TraveUer of the
Burthen of 36 27/95 Tons & owned by J ~ Mason,
P
which cost $1600, the other
is called the Ranger of the Burthen of 26.56195 Tons and owned by Silas Beebe
which cost $1200 - They sail'd yesterday for Boston in charge of their owners
who are to deliver them there, Lt Haswell took Passage in the Traveller, and
agreeable to your letter of the 30 May last I have drawn on Sam1 Brown esqr a t
sight for the amt of both Vessels payable to Jnv Mason & Silas Beeve. Lt Haswell
has the Bill of Sale for them, and a letter for hlr Brown, who is to pay the Men
for their trouble in taken the Vessels to Boston a t the rate I agreed with them for,
which is mentioned in my letter - I hope they will meet your approbation -the
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Carpenters who examined them pronounced them strong Vessels, and all things
taken into consideration not unreasonable
[LC. EPP, Vol. 15, June-Aug. 1805.1
To Secretary of the Navy from George Hamson, Navy Agent, Philadelphia, Pa
PHILADELP*
June 17, 1806
Sir I have rec'd, by this days mail, from Commodore Preble, three sketches
of his actions off Tripoli which I inclose you, with his profile, taken by Mr Rembrandt Peale You will make your selection & determine whether the die shall be executed in
America [ND.4. Misc. LB, Vol. 3, 1805.1
[17 June 18051
To Captain Edward Preble, U. S. Navy, from George Harrison, Navy Agent,
Philadelphia, Pa.
Dr SIR I this moment rec'd your letter covering the Sketches which I shall
without delay transmit to ye Secretary - I have been expecting them from
you these Two months It will require a t least 3 months to execute the Die after the order is given,
which I hope the Secretary will not delay, I will ascertain ye expence of a medal in
Silver, & inform you; it will not exceed, but a mere trifle yq price of the metal I do not expect that y? Drawing you mention will be called for, should it be
requisite I will give you due notice 17 June 1805
[LC. EPP, Vol. 15, June-Aug. 1805.1
Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S, Navy, U. S. Brig Vixen.
Master Commandant John Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding, Monday, 17 June
1805
At 10 o'clock got under way and went out of the harbour [of Tripolij. At 12
o'clock saw a mil which we gave chace to, and found i t to be the Constitution
Commodore Ro[d]gers. We set sail this evening for Syracuse.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
To Master Commandant John Shaw, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 6. John Admns.
from Captain C. Boyle, B. N.
HIS BRITANIC
MAJESTYS
SHIP
Ampetrite, GIBRALTAR
BAY
18th June 1805
SIR Having received on board his Britanic Majestys Ship under my cornmand
by order of the Governor of Gibraltar Two British Seamen named in the Margin
(John Greary - Jno. Adams F r i ~ a t eMichl Dohmany Nq 10 Gun Boat Both
Natives of Ireland.) late in the service of the U. States of America who have left
their Clothes $ 9 in the Ships against their names expressed, I have sent an Officer
to recieve them & request you will order them to be delivered. [NDA. MC LB, 1804-5.1
TO Captain C. Boyle, B. N., H. B. 1.8. Amphihilc, from Master Commandant John
Shaw, U. 8. Navy
U. S. FRIGATE
John Adams
Gibraltar 18 June 1806
Capts C. BOYLE
of his Britanic Majestys Ship Ampetrife SIR, I have recieved yours of this Date & note it8 contents, the Men you allude
to have belonged to the U. States and have entered themselves as Volunteers in
this service of course have recieved their regular advance (Viz.) John Gresry $26
50/100 and Michael Dohmony of Gun Boat No 10 $42 47%/100 - if you have a
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right to claim these Men I shall expect you to make their accts in this Ships Books
square You, Sir, in return, I have no doubt will deliver to this Ship a Man by the name
of Robert Williams an American Subject, whose protection I have the honor of
enclosing you a copy of - as follows U. S. of America
CO Y
?saxnuel Tredwell Collector of the District of Edenton do hereby certify
that Robert Williams an American Seaman, aged Twenty two years or there
abouts of the height of four feet four and half Inches, Dark Eyes, Dark Hair
& Dark Complexion was born in Edenton KQ Carolina, hath this Day produced to me proof in the manner directed "An Act entitled an Act for the
relief & rotection of American Seamen," & pursuant to the said act I do
hereby &rtify that the said Robert Williams is a Citizen of the U. States of
America - I n Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand & Seal of
Office this 21 day of September 1804 & of the Independance of the U. States
the 28tb (Signed) SAM^ TREDWELL
COUT
I have no doubt of your wish to agree with my proposal on this head as nothing
would give me more pleasure than a continuance of that harmony which has so
hapiiy subsisted between Great Britain and the U. States, and if you will refer to
the Articles NQ 1 & 23 of this Treaty - in the mean time I shall transfer Copy of
this to the American Consul P. S. The Cloathing which these Men say they have left on board is trifling,
but, what ever they are shall be passed to their credit in this Ships books. [NDA. MC LB, 1804-5. Also LC, John Rodgers Papers.]
To Frederick Degen, U. 6. Bevy Agent, Naples, from Captain John Rodgers,
U. S. Navy

U. S. FRIGATE
Constitution
Maltha 1 8 t h June 1805
SIR I have the Honor to make known to you that Peace was concluded between
U. S. of America & his Excellency the Bashaw of Tripoly, by Tobias Lear Commissioner on the part of the U. S. & the said Bashaw of Tripoly behalf of himself &
subjects on the 3 d ins$ on Terms the most honorable and advantageous to the
U. S. our unfortunate Countrymen; C a p 0 Bainbridge, Officers & Crew of the late
Fregate Philadelphia, are again restored to the arms of liberty and their Country,
& I beg you, Sir to give these comnlunications Publicity.
N. B. the prisoners were hourly expected a t Siracuse further particulars were
also expected. [NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 4, 1805.1
COPY.

To Secretary of the Navy from Lieutenant James Lawrence, U. 6. Navy
Gux BOATNQ6
Gibraltar, June 18th [I8051
Sir "I have the honour to info- you of my arrival in this place on the evning
elaye fmm +L %& I parted with the
of the 14th i&ee-def
John A d a m in a fog the third d a w a v i n g , the Hook, and arrived in Gibraltar thirty hours before her, I am happy to inform you that NQ6 is an excellent
sea boat, and sails very fast. I should have proceeded aloft immediately on
mounting my Guns; but Capta Shaw judged it most advisable, as there were four
of us, for us all to sail together."
[NDA. Officers LB, 1802-1805.1
Extract from journal of U. 6. Frigate Constitution. Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
commanding, Tuesday, 18 June 1808
[OffTripoli] At 2 [P. M.] spoke the brig Vizen % past 2 sent the Gig on shore
a t Tr~poli
At sunset the town of Tripoli bore S % W distance 4 Miles
At 9 [A. M.] hoisted out the first & 34 cutters Soon after they left the ship
with the Tripolitan prisoners for Tripoli
[USNA.]
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To John Gavino, U. S. Consul, Gibraltar, from Master Commandant John Shaw,
U. S. Navy
U. STATESFRIGATE
John Adama

Gibraltar Bay June 19tb 1806
SIR This moment I have recieved a very extraordinary note of Capt? C. Bayle
of the Frigate Ampetrite demanding the Clothing of John Greary, Seaman, run
from the Frigate John Adams, and John Dolmony from Gun Boat Nq 10 - I
have answered him in as perfect a style as my feelings could comply with - I
transfer you a Copy of Robert Williams's Protection, a Seaman who has been
detained on board said Frigate, which I request you to demand Officially, a copy
of said rotection I shall transfer to the United States by the first opportunity.
The &xtraordinary consequence the British Officers assume is far beyond my
comprehension; but all I will say on this subject, that they will ever meet an equal
retort from me; I wish the British Commanders to observe that our Service is
very Independant, and I hope our Commanders will never let slip any Insult
which they offer to pass with Impunity P. S. hlp present circumstances will not admit of any delay, otherwise my
communication to Capt* Boyle no doubt might meet his Intention. [NDA. MC LB, 1804-5.1
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from Master Commandant Charles Stewart,
U. S. Navy
U. S. BRIGSiren OFF MALTA
19% June 1805
SIBI beg leave to inform you that I left Gibraltar on the 4tb Inst with the Store
Ship Ann under my Convoy - The inclosed copies of Letters will explain to you
the Reasons for and Mr Simpson's consent to my leaving that station, they will
explain to you also the state of our affairs in that Quarter a t the time - I inclose for your information a private letter from Mr Meade a t Cadiz Covering the
Copy of a Confidential letter from Mr Pinckney our Representative a t the Court
of Madrid, which will explain to you the failure of the Negociations that were
carrying on between our respective Governments - The Ann is order'd t o Syracuse, but I shall detain her off this Port untill your pleasure is known (the Charter
Party allows her to enter but one Port) - I send you all the letters &o to the
Care of Mr Higgins Navy Agent, also the last Gibraltar Chronicle & have the
Honor to be
[LC. JRP,Vol. 1, March 1791-Dec. 1814.1
To Lieutenant Andrew Sterett, U. S. Navy, Baltimore, Md., from Secretary of the
Naoy
NAVD E P 19
~ June 1806. I have recd your letter of the 15 ins. Mr Decatur was, on the 22nQ May 1804 promoted to the station of Captain in
the Navy of the United States, in consideration of his having under circumstances
of great and extraordinary peril; destroyed the Frigate Philadelphia while lying
in the harbour of Tripoli. The President made this promotion to testify the
high aense he entertained of the brilliant act achieved by M: Decatur, that other
officers in the Navv mieht. bv the vrosvect of such honorable reward, be stimulated to deeds of equal Galour: At ?he time the promotion was made it was confidently believed that this principle would he clearly understood by the officers
of the Navy and would be very acceptable to them. I t was thought it would
gratify the ambition of the aspiring Officer. We were far from thinking that you
would consider yourself dishonored by this romotion since the very same principle might ultimately raise you to the higb)est & most honorable Command in
the Navy, in preference to Gentlemen senior to you in original appointment.You will I hope reconsider the subject as I should be sorry to lose so valuable
an officer, yet should be forced to submit to that rather than give up a principle
believed essential to the good of the service, reflecting on no one in particular
because forming the law for all, and holding out to all equally the means of
obtaining ita benefits. [NDA. OSW, Vol. 6, 1802-1805.1
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To Lieutenant Nathaniel Fanning, U. 8. Navy, U.S. Gunboat No. I . Charleston, 25. C.,
from Secretary of the Xavy
XAVDEPT.19 June 1806.
I have received your letter of the 6th inst in which you state that i t is impossible
t o procure a Crew on the terms prescribed in my letter t o you of the 21st u l t ~You may offer a premium of not exceeding 20$ to each man - probably 10 or
15$ given m a premium will induce them to enter. Should you find i t impracticable, after a fair trial, to procure men on these terms, you may offer able
Seamen 14$ pr month & ordinary seamen 10%- & give the bounty besides.
You whole crew must consist of besides officers and Marines, not exceeding 10
able Seamen $ 16 ordinary seamen. I presume you will not want this number
of able and ordinary seamen, but if you should, you may enter them. Pray
use your best exertions to sail without delay.
[RDA. Off. Comg, Gunboats, 1803-1808.1
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Hsvy, from Captain Edward Preble, U. S. Navy
COPY
BOSTON,
June 19th 1805
DEARSIR,This will be handed you by Lieut Daniel M~R'iel,Commander of the
U States Bomb Ketch, Spitjire The Vengeance Mr Lewis Sailed yesterday - it
has not been possible to send them to sea sooner. I hope a Short passage will
enable them to join you by the 1.1 August and wish they may be of service to
you in your opperations against our Enemies. I have full coddence in their
Strength, but do not expect they will prove fast Sailers - The Hinges are on
board for the Waiste, which is to fall down outside as far aft as the after part of
Mortar Hatchway, your Carpenters can in a few minutes put them on and saw
the Timbers off above the plank Sheer, we have endeavoured to collect and Send
out all the Apparatus for the use of the Mortars, if any Small articles have been
neglected I presume you can readily procure them a t Malta or Mesina without
difficulty - all the filled fuses that we have here amounting to 268 have been
divided between the two Vessels & I have Sent out 200 empty fuse cases, which
will be Sufficiently Seasoned to fill by the time they reach you, the cornposition
for filling then1 is on board I have Sent out but one chain Stay, the others I suppose can be furnished from the Squadron Please to accept the Kews papers, with my best wishes for your Success and
happiness, I was happy to hear by a l e t h r received from Washington that you
were fast recovering your health when they last heard from you. I hare written
Several times to you and to Several of the OEicers of the Squadron but have not
received one letter from you or them in return Mr Morris, late Purser of the Constitution,Sails with a cargo of Provisions for
you in a few days, I beg lesve to recommend him to you for employment if you
Should want the Services of his vessel
[KoTE.-The dimensions of the masts and spars of the U. S. ketches Vengeance
and Spitfrre as recorded by William and J. Harris, mast makers, are included in
the Manuscripts Division, Edward Preble Papers, Vol. 15, document 3343,
Ljbrary of Congress.]
[LC. JRP, Vol. 2, Series TKO,May-Oct. 1805.1

To Captain Edward Preble, U. S. Navy, from WiUiam Tilton
19th JUNE
1805
At 5 A M The Pilot came on board and took charge of the Vengeance. Hove
in the cable to Stay-Peak & then loosed the Topsails, L Main Jibb, hauled out
the Mizen & hoisted Miz. To sail, Mizen and mizen topmsst staysails, % 5.
Under way, with the Mizen, &z, topsail, miz. & miz. top m%Staysails & Main
Jibb. with the wind a t S W & on the larbQtack and t.he anchor cstted & on the
bow. % 5. put the helm down & tryed to stay her.: Missed stsys, put the h e
up & wore round before the ~ i n d
Hoisted the Maln topsail: The pilot steerlng
& keeping before the Wind, telling me he would go through another channel.
About ten minutes after 6. vie were asliore on the point of the flat Pu'orth of Bird's
I. - Took in all sail, and got our small anchor out ahead on the lwbQbow, to
heave her into the channel. But she was fast.
LEWIScorns the Vengeance
WILLIAM
TILTOW
[LC. EPP, Vol. 15, June-Aug. 1805.3
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Extract from Memorandum Book of Captain Edward Preble, U. 5. Navy, 19 June
1806

Vengeance sailed Lt. Lewis.
(LC original.]
Extract from journal of U. 6. Frigate Constitution, Captain John Rodgers, U. 6. Navy,
commanding, Wednesday, 19 June 1806
[OffTripoli] At 2 [P. M.] the boats returnd from Tripoli At 3 the third cutter
left the ship with prisoners for Tripoli ?!
past
i 4 the first cutter left with 8 boxes
of money for Tripoli, f: past 5 the bashaws Castle bearing S S WT 5 W. distance
3 Miles observd breakers E S E. distance 4 Miles. 5 past 8 the boats returnd
from Tripoli
A t Midnight light airs and clear 5 past 6 sent up the royal yards At 8 shorten,d
sail and came too with our starb4 bower anchor in 24 fathoms water. the town
of Tripoli bearing S 41 E distance 3 miles, At 10 the Bashaw fired a salute of
21 guns which we answerd $4 past 10 cornmodore Rodgers went on shore in
the barge
[USXA.]
To Citiaen Beaussier, French Charge d'Affaires and Commissary General, Tripoli,
from Captain John Bodgers, U. S. Bavy
U. S. SHIP Comtitution
OffTripoli June 20tb 1805
Sir I am sincerely sorry that any circumstance should have occurred to give
me cause to address you on a subject, the dark features of which preclude the
admissibility of even decent language I charge you Sir with having afforded protection to two Deserters from the
U. States Service, and of the crew of the late Frigate Philadelphaa, in a manner
as equally degrading to yourself, as the tenor of the proceeding is insulting to
me. - Let me ask you if these Men are really your Countrymen, how could
you bear to see them in the capacity of Slaves, for nearly two Years, without
feeling any thing like that resolution, to release them from a situation the most
unhappy? that you have adopted with success; in niaking yourself the entire
instrument of a perjury no less offensive to their God, than its consequence is
di raceful to honor & truth - Perhaps these Men did not tell you that they
ha? Sworn allegiance to the U. States of America; and altho it is my duty to demand that you deliver them up, yet I can assure you that I would rather you
should keep them, after what has pass'd, even if they were native Americans;
as by doing so, you ill rescue them from the Vengeance of Laws which you have
already insulted Altho perhaps I may not have expressed myself sufficiently clear on this subject, yet I hope both for the regard I have for your Country & my own feelings,
that you will not oblige me to say more [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
To Captain John Bodgers, U. S. Bavy, from George Davis, U. 6. Charge d'Affairee,
Tunis
TUNISJune 20t4 1806
NP 1 (Copy)
SIR, The Letter you did me the honor to write on the 11th Inst, accusing the
receipt of those, which I had forwarded by the Consle2krtion, was handed me by
the Captn Cox on the 18tP I regret that you have not been more explicit, with respect to your final intentions relative to the captured Vessels; as it would have enabled me, to talk with
more freedom to the Bey, & state precisely all the poasible consequences attendant on this &air - an answer to his letter is lndispensibly necessary; and
will (if I have not misconstrued your opinion) contain a temperate but firm &
unequivocal refusal of indenmification; for the just reasons which I have detailed
in the communication already forwarded.
The Crew of the Corsair, have been delivered to the Minister, who caused the
Rsis to be put in chains before me. - I have communicated to His Excellency
the Bey, the resignation of Commodore Barron; as abo of your being the chief
in command, and offered this circumstance as an apology for not having recieved
an answer to his letter.
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He absolutely insists on the restoration of the Vessels; & charges me to say,
he will never cease from his demands, whatever may be the issue - no discussion was entered into, from the fear of not coinciding exactly in opinion with you.
At all events, 1 trust that the language made use of, as detailed in my Letter
of the 29tb Ultimo, does not meet your disapprobation, as i t leaves wholly to
yourself the power of pursuing such measures, as you may think most advisable
and expedient. Under present circumstances I shall calculate on your full support and wait
with greatest anxiety your arrival in this Bay; as a personal interview, will enable
me to state more clearly, all the circumstances, which can have any weight, in
determining your conduct towards this Re ency.
Enclosed is a copy of my last to Commo. gBarrbn P. S. Your answer to the Bey should be written in Ittalian or French. G.D.
[NDA. Captain's LB, VoI. 1, 1805.1

-

To Purser Noadiah Morris, U. S. Navy, Hartford, Conn., from Secretary of the
Navy

NAV D E P20
~ June 1806.
I enclose herewith an order on Daniel Olcott esqr to deliver to you as much
beef as will fill up your vessel. Presuming that the quantity will be about 600
barrels, I this day send you on account of the freight $1800. Should this s u m be

too small, we will pay you what may remain due, on the return of your vessel
to the U - States, or on receiving satisfactory evidence of the delivery of the
cargo a t the port of its destination. And if this sum should exceed the Amount
of freight, you will place the excess in the hands of Daniel Olcott esqr, advising
me of the circumstance. For all the vessels lately chartered to carry provisions to our squadron, we have
paid three dollars per barrel freight. I cannot therefore allow you more. When your vessel shall have received her Cargo on board, you will make out
an invoice & bill of lading of the cargo & transmit them to me. I wish to have
the Cargo insured. You will receipt to Mr Olcott for the Cargo, and I expect
that you will have your vessel insured, and deposit the Policy with Mr Olcott
with a regular Assignment to the United States, as a Security for the sum advanced to you on account of the freight, that the public may not lose by the
indulgence whether the voyage be performed or not. When you shall be in all respects prepared for sea, you mill weigh anchor &
proceed immediately to hlalta, where you can ascertain from the Agent whether
i t would be better d- more convenient to the squadron to land the cargo a t that
place or proceed with it and land it a t Syracuse, and act according to the advice
you may procure from the Agent. If he should inform you that you had better
land the cargo a t Malta, do so; if he should inform you that you had better land
a part of the Cargo a t Malta, arid proceed to Syracuse with the residue, or, landing none a t Malta, proceed with the whole to Syracuse, you will do so - making
your delivery to the Agent a t the place where you may deliver, whose receipt
must be produced to the Accountant of the Navy, for the purpose of settling ultimately the freight.
Wishing you a prosperous voyage, I am,
[NDA. OSW, Vol. 6, 1802-1805.1
Extract from journal of U. 6. Frigate Conslilulion. Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Bavy,
commanding, Thursday, $20 June 1805
9
[A. M.] Conmiodore Rodgers went on shore At Meridian
At
[Off Tripoli]
light breezes and pleasant weather. The Bsshaw fired a salute of 5 guns which
we answerd
[USNA.]
Extract from journal of Eezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. 6. Navy, U. S. Brig V i m
Master Commandant John Smith, U. 15. Xavy, commanding, Thursday, SO June
1805
This day pleasant. Came to anchor in Syracuse a t half past 8 o'clock. Found
there the President, Congress and one store ahip and bomb vessel. Received
product.
fL. F. Middlebrook. KDA copy.]
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To Captain Edward Preble, U. S. Navy, from William Higgina, U. S. Navy Agent,
Malta
MALTA
the 81 June 1805
MY DEARSIR I embrace the first oppertunity from this place direct to impart
to you the conclusion of Peace with Tripoly effected by Col Lear the beginning
of this Month on terms I am happy to say highly honorable to America and

which must give universal satisfaction - Prisoners have been exchanged
Man for Man as far es they went and for the balance (upwards of 200) 60,000
Dollars have been paid nothing has been allowed for the Peace, no tribute of
course, nor even I believe a Consular resent, but as yet I am not acquainted
with the lesser Articles of the treaty E b l Lear not having yet returned to this
I have seen Capt. 13ainbridge and most of his Officers who Do not
placelook to have suffered much in bodily appearance from their long captivity Doctor
Ridgeley is to be left as Charge d'affaires until the pleasure of the Government
be known - 1 assure you the Basha seems to have been completely humbled,
he begged as i t were for Peace through different channels and the business waa
concluded on board the Constitution whose strong arguments last year under your
direction induced him I imagine to think that a repetition of them this Season so
much strengthened would be more than he could answer to.
I have received the highest gratification in observing from the American and
English papers the distinguished manner with which your Country received you
on your return home and that indeed was as honorable to itself as to you Your
exertions gave the first stimulous to a young Xavy stampt it a t once with consideration and respect and impressed those fears on our Enemy which brought
him forward as a suppliant for Peace You will I dare say be glad to learn some of those events which preceded the
Peace. Commodore Barron after remaining with me five Months in ill health
was obliged a t length to relinquish the Com1:iand to the next in command Comme
Rodgers, i t cost him a hard struggle to do so, and indeed it was only a t the joint
and earnest solicitations of all his friends that he was induced to take a step a t a
moment when the interest of his Country wanted his Services and exertions, he
conceived i t was shrinking from his post in the moment of danger, but I am sorry
to say that his mind weakened by his bodily infirmity m m no longer equal to the
heavy and important trust reposed in him and he must have sunk under the great
and increasing cares of his Command the Peace however follom-ed his resignation
within a few days and he is now a t the foot of Mount Etna waiting until one of
the Men of war is ready to carry him home
Mr Eton some Months back went up to Alexandria to confer with the ex
Basha and there collected a parcel of Mamaluks and wild Arabs and Marched
through the Desert to Derne which he took by assault, he was wounded through
the wrist on the occasion, he would no doubt have made further progress had not
his career been stopt by the Peace, the Basha seemed to make but little Account
of his Army and perhaps he counted right - I suspect there will be a good deal
of proing and coning by & by in the Papers as to whether the African Expedition
was of use or not-Col Lear set his face against it from the beginning and I
believe it was carried much further than ever Comme Barron looked for or
intended.

*

*

*

*

*

*

8

I shall write you again by the President & I remain
The 25. June
I have kept my letters open until the last minute for as much as any thing
new might trans ire, it gives me an oppertunity of congratulatin you upon an
elevation from wgich I have derived the sincerest pleasure as will ?am persuaded
t o all the Officers of your late Squadron - We are told from various quarters
that you are appointed Secretary t o the Navy t o the great satisfaction of all your
Countrymen except one who has heard it with an "unwilling ear" * * * By
advices from Syracuse we learn that Commodore Barron lays in a hopelms
stateMI Eton with the exBasha had reached Syracuse but I have not learnt
what is intended to be done with him - Col Lear haa returned and peace is firmly
established - No farther advices from Tunis - The Bey of A1 icrs they say
has been assassinated and begging you will excuse d l my blunders remain very
faithfully as before W H
No appertrsnce of the John Adams
[LC. EPP, Vol. 15, June-Aug. 1805.1
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To Secretary of the Bavy from Degen, Purviance & Co., U. S. Bevy Agents,
Leghorn, Italy
2l't June 1806.
LEGHORN
SIR We confirm the foregoing copy of what we had the honour to write you on
the 16+ Instant, since then we have no advice of Mr Eaton's movements.
Captain Robinson of the Enterprize has again put into Venice on his way from
Trieste to Ancona with the loss of one of his Masts * * *
[NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 3, 1805.1
To Secretary of the Navy from Captain Thomas Tingey, U. S. Navy
NAVYYARDWASHINGTON
d l *+ June 1805
SIR I have this day chartered the Brig Washington, James Croudhill master, to
load with ublic stores for Malta and Syracuse - The Brig is owned by Portia
Hodgson, Renry Knox May, and James Croudhill of Alexandria. I presume on
dispatching her from this place in all the ensuing week.
1000%pay1p here
3000$ pay1? a t Port of Delivery of the cargo

-

$4000
[KDA. Captain's LB, 1'01. 1, 1805.1
Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Conrlitution. Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Bavy,
commanding, Friday, 21 June 1805
past 1 [P. M.] the first cutter came a long side from Tripoli with
[Off Tripoli]
23 sheep and a quantity of Vegitables for the ships company.
At 7 commodore Rodgers returned from Tripoli. hoisted in the boats.
[USKA.]
To Secretary of State from John Gavino, U. S. Consul, Gibraltar
GIBRALTAR22* June 1805
SIR I have not been honourd with any of yours, since my last adresses A'? 9
under 9% Ins$ On the 14tP Inst proceeded to join the Squadron Gun Boats

N Q 10

Nq 2, 8, & 9 -

On the l G t h Insl arrived the frigate John Adams Cap-haw,
as did that & the
following day Gun Boats N Q3, 6, 6 & 10 - they all proceeded the 18%currt with
the John Adams for Malta & the squadron This day arrived Gun Boat N? 4 Lieut Henly, is actually in the Dock making
use of the Shear Hulk to Mount his Guns, & how soon fills his water & gets some
stores will proceed - inlediately for the squadron. Conlmissioner Otway made
an equal tender of His Maj~pshear Hulk to all the Comms of the other Gunn
Boats, but none made use of i t except Lieut Henley Gun Boat ATq 3 Lieut Maxwell was taken to Alguesirm by the S anish Gunn
5 Lieu* garrison was
Boats, but was imediately released & alord to proceed.
brought too by them in the Gutt & made to follow them off Tariffa, & then alowed
to proceed; there were about 50 Gunn Boats, & 2 arrd a t alguesiras but some Divisions of them seem to have quited the station Sir Jaq Craig has this day received Dispatches from EngQ regarding the proceeding of the Expedition under his Command, but the Contents are kept a
secret -Admiral Collingwood with five sail the Line has reasumed the Blockade of Cadiz
& S1 Lucar, i t is also sayd Cartagena is declared under same state, & that adi
Lord Kieth is coming to the Mediterranean
An Imperial Brig of warr lately arrived from Malta, she with another are noF at
anchor in Alguesiras Bay
25%June - ad1 Sir Rich? Bickerton arrived yesterday wQ 4 ships the Line &
proceeded w* the Ex edition to the East sup osed for Malta - A Report
prevails of the Deg of glgiera having Died - 8 u o Boat NI 4 proceeded yest*
day [NA. SDA. CL, Gibraltar, Vol. 3, 1805-1829.3
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Argus. At 6 the Sloop which was sent to Duras [Derne] - all well in time of
Peace.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]

Extract from Yemorandnm Book of Captain Edward Preble, U. 6. Ravy, 23 June
1805
SpitjEre sailed Lt. McNiel.
Smacks arrived appointed [sic] called the Ranger and !l'raveller and commenced
fitting for sea. Appointed Mr. Allen Master of the Ranger - and 23d got off for
Portland.
[LC original.]
Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. S. Navy, on board
U. S. Frigate Pruident. Captain James Barron, U. S. Navy, commanding, Sunday,
23 June 1805
[Syracuse] The U S. Frigate Constellation Brig Argus & Sloop Hornet Amved
from Derne. with the ExBashaw of Tripoli and a number of his adherents on
board [Mrs. C . E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]
[24 June to 8 July 18051
To Captain John Bodgers, U. S. Navy, from Master Commandant Thomas
Robinson, Jr., U. S. Navy
REPORTof a Passage made & Transactions on board the United States Schooner
Enterprzze from Ancona to Syracuse by Thomas Robinson Commander. -

-

1805.
June 24'4
In the Harbour of Ancona having in Charge two Trabacolo's & four Gun Boats
all ready for sea provision'd urater'd &q & waiting for a wind, a t 112 past 4 P. hl.
sent Lt* Hi 'nbothom & Macdonough with Six Pvlen each & Signals to take charge
of the two %abacoloes, - hlessr+ Su-earingen & Magruder hiidshipmen, Reuben
James the most trusty Q Master & Cyrel Bailey an esperienced & Trusty seaman
with four men each to take charge of Gun Boats AT?1 . 2 . 3 $4., Lieut Higinbothom
in Trabacole N P 1 to have in charge & to Tow &c Boat h'? 1. Lieu! hlacdonough
Boat NP4 & the Enterprizes Boats -V?I & 3 thus we left Ancona on the evening
of the 24'h of June with a verry light air. - nothing material transpired this
day, all the Boats in Sight, no Occurrence - worthy of Remark took place further
than the Common duty of Keeping the Boats; supplying with different Necessary articles, casting off, & Picking up again as circumstan[c]es might make
Necessary &q untill the [June] 28tb
when two sail were discovered to windward, by nearing them on our proper
course I found them two Cruisers & from their rigg it u-as evident they were
Turks, I cast off the Boats & left them in Charge of the Tarbacolos, hauled the
wind prepared for action and gave chase, the Conlmodore brought too, I spoke
him, he proved to be a Tunisian Xebec of 16 Guns the other a small one of 10
Guns I returned to my charge & proceeded without any particular happening
until the [June] 30*
when we discovered Six sail which was a British Convoy from Trieste bound t o
Malta as proved by the Boat of the Convoying Vessel that come along side the
Enterprize; (the Jealouse) by her I wrote the Commodore. - i t blew verry
fresh on the
July 24
and a verry heavy sea running, I had all the Gun Boats in tow, Nv 1 & 2 broke
a Drift twas, Impossible to pick them up, order'd them to keep close to the
Enterprize, soon after one of the Tarbacoloes row Boats I had towing a stern
arted & went a drift, wore ship & picked her up after much fati e by Mf
Bigginbathorns boat, - wore several times untill this was accomp&d having
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two Gun Boats in tow, stood on again it blowing still harder and a verry heavy
Irregular sea running, a t sun set on the
[July] 34
Gun Boat Ng 2 carried away her Rudder, Cape Otranto bearing S. W. by S,
112 S. ordered h793 t o cast off & keep close to us, blowing then a Gale a t N. N. W.
all the Boats in sight, haul'd up for Cape Otranto to make a lee that we might
secure Gun Boat NP9 it being then Impossible to get from the Trabacolo NP 1
a spare rudder, having a t Aricona prepared two for accidents of this Kind, a t
8 P. M. close under Cape Otranto tolerable smooth unbent the small Bower
Cable and ~ e n the
t end on board NP2 & stood on along the land under verry easy
sail, the Gun Boat sheering alternately broad on each Quarter, entirely Unmanageable, but a t the RIercy of every sea - a t 5 AM. the wind abating & the
sea down, sent for a rudder & shipp'd i t we then Proceeded. - Calms, light
airs & variable until the: [July] 5th
when a t Meridian a Breeze sprung up from the Southd & westd
[July] 6th
The breeze freshen'd run down to Trabacolo N? I. whose fore mast was sprung
on the 24 Inst and appeared non- to be in Dificulty running to leeward, we were
now exactly abreast of the Gulph of Tarento, a t 2 P. hl. spoke him found he had
carried away his main yard, and had not a sail to set except the small Jibb, I
sent our fore-Trisail with a Boatswains mate & six seaman to bend and set it,
which was done and we stood on again slowl-y, the wind shifting to tlie Korth? &
Westd, towards midnight i t blew a Gale, the Schooner labouring verry much,
not able to tow a Boat, all adrift anc! not one in sight, but fiupposing the[y] all saw
our light, kept Just sail enough on the Schooner to keep her clear of the sea which
run high & irregular, a t 4 A. M. the Boats in Sight h-9 1 Trabacolo & 2 Gun Boats
just to be seen from the mast head, run down to them. Spoke Mr Higginbothom
who informed me that in consequence of the sea running so high and not being
able to carry sail his bark laboured B: Rolled verry much & that in one of her
heavy rolls Thomas Rosliill a Seaman belonging to the Enterprize was thrown
overboard by the Tiller & lost. - I sent the Carpenter, Sail maker & Six hands
t o make spars and a sail for his main mast & t o have the Trisail set on his fore
mast, this was compleatcd in a short time & again we Proceeded with all in a
tolerable state, the Gun Boats with their storm sails behaved Remarkably well
during the night tho. i t blew a gale and a verry heavy dangerous sea
July 7tb
The sea down and almost calm, a t 112 past 2 took Gun boat n'?2 in tow who
wanted Provisions &F Supplied her, it being a flat calm, a t 4 tlie Boat in tow
distressing us verry much cast him off, a t 5 a light breeze took him Tow Boat
No 1 , sent canvas & twine on board to mend her sails, a t 7 the land plain to be
the Breeze freshened, a t Midnight Sliorten'd
seen bearing N. W. disq 15 Miles
sail seeing but 3 Boats, and continued so until1 day light when to our astonishment
Gun Boat NQ2 - was missing, made Signal to speak the Trabacoloes, order'd
NQ 2 to make a sail to windward & h7?I to leeward, I laying by, a t 8 AM. no Intelligence I order'd the Trabocolos to take each a Boat in tow & follow, Judging
it useless & dangerous to the other Boats to waste time in a search that had no
probability of success, all supposing the Missing Boat was to windward or a head
a s they generally were found in the mornings, we therefore stood on (she had the
most trusty Quarter Master belonging to the Schooner & another good man with
him & provisions for 10 days) - his getting from us is an extraordinary Circumstance, he was Remarked for managing his Boat well & the Ki ht was by
no means unfavorable i t blew fresh for about two hours after hliini ht, but
nothing in Comparison t o the Preceding night, he was seen a t 12: o ~ l o c fon the
Schooners bow t o lee ward and a head with all, hauling his wind, a t about this
time the Moon went down & we lost sight of the three further off, Shewed a light
& shorten'd sail.
[July] 8'5
Strong gales & variable from the Westward these 24 hours the Enterprize under
Gun Boat N9 1 Broke her rudder Iron, sent the other
low sail for the Boats,
spare Rudder on board hove too & Shi 'd it, then stood on again.
nothing
Material Transpiring further than tbe 8ommon occurrences attending Keeping

-

-

-

-

-
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together the Boats, Supplying them with provisions &Q for the particulars of the
weather & V&Q I Refer to the Log Book. Onboard the United States Schooner Enterprize Syracuse harbour July 12.1805.

[NDA.

MC LB, 1804-5.1

To 8ecretery of the Navy from Captain Edward Preble, U. S. Navy
June 24,1806
BOSTOK
SIR On the 18th Inst the Vengeance sailed for the Mediterranean but grounded
on the flatts in the lower harbour; which detained her until the next morning when
she went to sea with a fair wind.
The Spitfire drop'd down the 21qt and was detained by a head wind until yesterday when she departed for her destination - they both sail & work remarkably
well and are in all respects very fine Vesseh - each one carries a 13 Inch sea
service Iron Mortar which weighs about 5 Tons without the beds, 2 long Nine
pounders, twenty Muskets, 24 pistols, 6 Blunderbusses, 24 Boarding pikes, 20
Cutlasses, 20 Boarding Axes, and 25 Men including Officers, with three months
full allowance of Provisions & Water, 500 - 13 Inch Shells weighing 170 each
and 76 whole barrels of high proof Powder. The Mortars, Mortar-Beds and
Shells took up 50 much room that it was found not convenient to send out the
carronades & more men (as was a t first intended) without lumbering & making
them too deep for fast sailing.
Owing to various causes much more time has been taken up in fitting them than
was a t first calculated on, we have had several rainy days, and the Carpenters have
taken every advantage of our necessities as they generally do of every person who
employs them by the day, had they faithfully performed their duty by working as
many hours in a day as they ought, and the Mortar beds had proved sound the
Ketches might have sailed two weeks since, and would have cost less money - in
building vessels more a t Ieisuce this imposition mag be avoided. hfr Brown intends selling the Sails, Anchors, Cabooses and other stores which belonged to the
Ketches when we purchas'd them, this will reduce the expence of their equipment
to about the first calculation.
fig

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

I have purchas'd 2 Smacks one called the Traveller of the Burthen of 36 27/95
Tons, and the other is called the Ranger burthen'd 26 56/95 Tons, the first cost
$1500 and the latter Sf200 they are both handsome little vessels and sail very fast
but from the construction of their wells the greatest part of the Hold is taken into
it, of course they will carry very little more than their provisions & water, there are
thirty-three Bcmb Shells, and some provisions & stores which were provided for
the Ketches more than they could carrv and which will be quite sufficient to load
the smallest smack here, they
both be ready to leave this in ten days, but as the
largest will not carry more than 100 barrels I wish they could both sail directly
from this for Malta as they are very small for Atlantic Vessels, and the season w a
be more favorable than it will if they go to Connecticut river for their cargoes,
particularly if they should meet with unfavorable winds on their passage thither.
I shall have time to hear from you before they will be ready to sail from this. MI
John M e n , commands the Ranger, the other has no Master ss yet but I shall engage one a t Portland and send him here immediately, if you could forward the
Instructions and leave his name blank it would save time. I shall sett off this day
for Portland and return in 8 days.
The drafts of the Gun Boats would long since have been sent on, had they been
return'd from Nembury Port and Portland where they were wanted, they are now
copied at those places & shall be forwarded a.s soon rn I arrive there.
[NDA. Captain's LB, Vol. 1, 1805.1
n 7 i I l

To John Stricker, N a v y Agent, Baltimore, Md.,from Secretary of the Navy
KAVD E PJune
~
s$t@1806
The Brig Hornet mu t be built and equipped for Sea with all practicable disg t c h - I have been %isappointed in procuring in Season Carmnadee for her
e must fit her for the Present with long 97 and give her 2 12r as bow Chasers I have accordingly ordered cap^ Tingey to send you 14.9 pounders & 2 12 pounders
The Guns will be mounted so aa
with Carriages and every necessary apparatus

-

-
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to fit in Port Holes raised 18 inchea above the Gun Deck - the height which Capt
Tin ey suggested while in Baltimore - If this should not be the exact height of
the%ort Holes of the Hornet above the Gun Deck, inform me what the height may
be that we may regulate the height of the Carriage accordingly
I enclose the Dimensions of the masts and Principal Spars of the Brig - if you
require instructions as to the Rigging, which however I presume you will not let
me know immediately & they shall be forwarded
[NDA. GLB, Vol. 7, 1803-1805.1
To Secretary of the Wavy from Purser Woadiah Morris, U. S. Wavy
HARTFORD,
24tb June 1806.
SIR, I was yesterday honored with your letter of Instructions under date 20th
June which shall in all respect4 be punctually attended to.
Mr Olcott is taking measures for the Shipment of 300 Blls of rovision a t this
place, the residue to be ship'd a t h.. London on account of the ihohoalness of the
Water in this river, a t this Season of the year.
With your permission I would ship some Tobacco for the use of the Fleet - I
know that this necessary article was very scarce a t the time I left, and I likewise
know that i t is extremely difficult to procure in the Mediterranean. Whatever
quantity I may carry can be consigned to Comr9 Barron, in which case, it cannot
subject the Vessel or Cargo to any risk - Your advice on this subject will meet
me a t N. London if forwarded soon after the Recl of this [NDA. O5cers LB, 1802-1805.1

To William Smith, Sr., Navy Agent, Charleston, S. C., from Secretary of the Navy
NAVDEP 24 June 1806
I have received your letter without date, post mark l l t P ins! - You ask
whether i t is not the duty of the agent to employ Carpenters and Supply every
thing that may be needful on application of the Commander of a Vessel of War
or whether the Commander has a right to employ whomsoever he pleases a t what
price he pleases, & otherwise to regulate and determine on the propriety of such
accounts. The Commander of a Vessel of War has no right to make any purchase
or Contract whatever on public account, a t any place where there is a navy agent
unless he should be specially instructed to do so by me - nor has he a right to
employ any mechanic, other than those belonging to the Vessel he commands It is the duty of every Commander when he goes into port where there is an
agent to indent for all his public wants and the agent is to make the necessary
purchases or otherwise furnish the necessary supplies and make all necessary
contracts If the Commander should indent for any thing unnecessary or su er
~ U O U Sthe agent may then with propriety decline attending to such indent
i;
proper that the Commander should approve the accounts for Supplies furnished
upon his indents - this is a General rule operating as a check upon the agent
& mential in the Settlement of his Accounts WDA. GLB, Vol. 7, 1803-1805.1

5

Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Constitution. Captain John Bodgers, U. 8. Navy,
commanding, Monday, 24 June 1806
At 9 fA. M.] shorten,d sail and came to anchor in the harbour of Malta in 14
fathoms water found lyin here the brig Syren.
[On the 25th a t 10 A.
Mm. Lear came on board.]

d.

Extract from jonrnel of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Wavy, U. 8. Brig V&en.
Ylaeter Commandant John Smith, U. S. Navy, commmding, Monday, 24 June
1806
[Syracuse] This day amved the U. 8. F. E8sex from Tunis. Got in our bowsprit.
[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
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To Captain Samuel Barron, U. 6. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy
NAV D E P 66
~ June 1805. I n my letter to you of the 27%March, forwarded by the Provision Vessel the
Ceres, Cap$ Brown, from Baltimore, I informed you that 2 other provision ve88eh
would shortly follow the Ceres - the one from Baltimore, the other from this
lace. The Vessel from Balt? the Ann, Cap$ Smith, sailed shortly after the Ceres.
her I wrote to you under date 16 Apl 1805, informing you among other things,
that the provision Vessel from this place would sail about the let May. This
Vessel, the Huntress, Caps John Stinson, did sail from this place about the 14tP
May, loaded wlth provisions, shot, canvas, cordage, &9 &Q. We have however
reason to believe that the Huntress was seized off our Coast by a Spanish Privateer
and carried into some Spanish or French Port for examination. We have no
authentic account of the seizure of this vessel but from the information we have
received, I deem i t p r o r to provide against such probable contingency. I therefore send out the Brig ashington, Cap*James Croudhill, with provisions, powder,
shot, Medicine &q in which vessel thisletter will be conveyed to the Mediterranean.I n the Huntress a quantity of Marine clothing was sent out, which I understand from the Lieutr ColQCommds will be much wanted by the Marines of the
squadron. Should the Huntress not have arrived on your receiving this Letter
& you should not have heard of her being in the Mediterranean on her way to
Malta or Syracuse to de osit her Cargo, you will upon the requisition of the
Commanding Officer of &wines in the squadron, have clothing provided.
Gun boat NQ7, commanded by Mids* Ogilvie as you will doubtleas have been
advised by Cap* Shaw before this, left Kew Pork in company with the John
Adams and gun boats h 6 and 3 - on the 14t4 May last. The gun boat continued
in company, as Mr Ogilvie informs me, till the 16" when she lost si ht of the frigate
and gun boats. Carrying a press of sail to keep up with the 8hip, a high Sea
running, she sprung her Mast, and was on the 2185 lat. 37.17 long. 65, obliged to
return into port. She arrived in the port of New York on the 30th May. I immediately gave orders for her refitment, & directed that she should proceed on her
voyage to the Mediterranean to join you, and I presume she is now on her way.
Comra Preble by letter of 6% Inst informed me that the 2 Bomb Ketches would
sail in the course of the then ensuing week. 1have not yet heard of their having
sailed, but I presume they have.
[NDA. LB, 1799-1807.1

gy

To Master Commandant Charles Stewart, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. Brig
Siren, (Malta), from Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
U. STATESSHIP C-titution
Malta June 85'P 1806
SIR The U. States Brig Siren under your command being ready for Sea; you
are desired to take the Store Ship Ann now in this Port under your convoy &
proceed to Syracuse; a t which place you will wait my further orders - as the
Ann is on heavy Demurrage, on your arrival a t Syracuse you will direct MT
Dyson Navy Agent to have the Stores discharged without delay.
[LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A. 1804-1805.1
To William Higgins, U. S. Navy Agent, Malta, from Captain John Rodgers, U. 6.
Navy
Conatilution MALTAMtP June 1806
SIR Please advance to Messv Shepherd and Reed (Midshipmen) in charge of
the Tunetian Xebecque & her two prizes, sent into t b s Port by the ConstJutwn,
each with $38 (two months pay) which plesse charge against them, in the settlement of the disbursements of said Vessels. [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
To Sir Alexander John Ball, Governor of Malta, from Captain John Rodgers,
U. S. Navy
t'.S. SHIP Constitution
Malta June 86Q 1806
SIR, On the 7'P Inst in this Port. I was called upon by the Ottoman Consul
&the Captain of the Ottoman Corvette then her[e], to require of me my determlnation respecting the Ketuh Gheretti and the two Vessels under Ottoman C010ur8,
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loaded with Corn and sent into this Port by the American Squadron, under orders
of my predecessor Commo: Barron, for a violation of the Blockade of Tripoli,
the particulars of which you are acquainted with tlirough the medium of said
officer - I n answer to the Ottoman Consuls request, I informed him that I
momently expected the arrival of a Frigate from the U. States, by which I had no
doubt but that I should receive advices from my Goverment on the question in
dispute, but that if contrary to my expectations, I did not receive their orders on
the subject, within the period of Ten Days, that I would take upon myself to
determine the fate of the Vessels in question and give my answer accordingly;
however I am yet prevented from coming to this conclusion by having this Day
received information from my Goverment, of the sailing of one of our Frigates
for the Mediterranean, and by which I have reaqon to believe that I shall receive
instructions relative to said Vessels. I am extremely sorry that any circumstance should have occurred with us to give your Excellency so much trouble,
and one which I am under the necessity of augmenting by requesting as the same
Corvette is to call here to know the result of my determination, that your Excellency will have the goodness to make known to the Ottoman Goverment the
cause of my not giving a final answer. [NDA. Captain's LB, Vol. 1, 1803.1

To Captain James Croudhill, commanding American Provision Brig Washington,
from Secretary of the Navy
NAVD E PJune
~
26th 1806
As soon as the Brig Trashington shall be ready to sail you will weigh anchor
and Proceed direct to Malta On your arrival a t malta you will wait on f iiliam
Higgins Esq navy agent a t that place deliver to him the enclosed letter addressed
to him and take his directions as to the dispositicn of the Cargo - Should he
direct you to proceed to Syracuse with a part or the Whole of your cargo you will
then Weigh anchor and proceed immediately to that place & on your arrival
there Wait on George Dyson Esq navy agent deliver to him the enclosed letter
addressed to him and land your cargo under his directions Should you land the
Whole of your Cargo at malta you will in that case deliver to IT'v Higgins Esq
the letter addressed to Geo Dyson Esq as well as the One addressed to himself
I enclose passports from the President of the United States & the Ministers of
Great Britain, Fran & Spacein
[KDA. GLB, Vol. 7, 1803-1805.1
w

Extracts ffom journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. S. Navy, on board
U. 6 . Frigate President. Captain James Barron, U. S. Navy, commanding, Tuesday,
25 June 1805
[Syracuse] People employed as yesterday The U S. Frigate Essez, Capt
Cox, from Tunis.
Kine men unfit for duty
[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from Briggs Brothers
ALEXANDBIA
EGYPT26 June 1806.
SIR! We had the honor to address you on the 11 March on thc Subject of our
Disbursements to Mr Eaton, for Account of the United States, amounting to the
sum of Thirteen Thousand Spanish Dollars.
On the 2 May, we transmitted to You a Duplicate of that Letter, by His
Britk Majr Sloop Jalouse, via Malta.
Much to our regret & disappointment, our Disbursement is Still protracted.
We presume, the exigencies of the Service, have rendered it necessary to apply
to other purposes, the fund intended by Mr Eaton for the extinction of our
Claims; - but as we Suffer much inconvenience by this unexpected delay, we
trust that immediate messures will be taken for our repayment.
[LC. JRP, Vol. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1
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To Secretary of the Navy from JVilliam Kirkpatrick, U. 6. Consul, Halaga, Spain
MALAGA
26th June 1806.
SIR Your respected Letter of the 16* April reached me on the 8'h June, it
inclosed copy of what Mr R. W. Meade of Cadiz had written on the 20th August
last, to John Gavino Esqr of Gibraltar on the subject of Charles Borny Aliaa
Mare Vigna, who had committed a forgery by drawing Bills to a very considerable
amount in the name of Commodore Edward Preble on Messrs Mackenzie &
Glennie of London, who paid them for account of Government, out of monies
deposited in their hands.
I have deferr'd until non7my reply, in expectation of being able to collect some
information about Rlare Vigna, but I am sorry to say no such Person of the description pointed out, has been known here; to a certainty he is not in this City,
and I am apt to believe, if he lately called here, it must have been only for a few
days, none of his Countrymen with whom I have spoken are acquainted with
him; I presume after having recovered the money in Cadiz, that he must have
taken himself off with it to some distant quarter for fear of detection
I shall however, you may depend, continue my inquirias, and should I chance
to find him out, have the man apprehended until proofs can be sent forward from
Gibraltar, Cadiz, or America, for proceeding against him, and endeavour to
of, in such an iniauitous
recover a part, or the whole of the money- he got
- possission
manner
I take the liberty of inclosing an order of Lieut Ralph Izard of the Vnited
States Brig Scourge, dated 16tb december past, in favor of John Vanniman for
$24 which I paid, and have charged the a.mount in my acco! of Expenditures for
account of Government transmitted to our Minister in Madrid.
[NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 3, 1805.1
a

.

To Captain Edward Preble, U. S. Navy, from Secretary of the Navy
XAVDEP26 J u n e 1805
SIR For your information I enclose a copy of my letter to G. Harrison esq of this
day, upon the subject of the medal voted by Congress for you.
K B. Medals for Crowned Heads never exceed three Inches - R S.
[LC. EPP, Vol. 15, June-Aug. 1805.1
To George Harrison, Navy Agent and Superintendent of Navy Yard, Philadelphia,
Pa., from Secretary of the Navy
NAVD E P June
~
26th 1805
I have receired your letter accompanied by drawings of the Medal for Commodore Preble - h now return you the Conlmodores likeness and one of the
drawings sent to me by you - I approve the drawings excepting as to Size which
appears to me to be too large - I doubt whether any die can be made to impress
so large a Surface - We Should depart too fro111 General Custom by making this
medal so large - The Medal Yoted by the Oid Congress for Gen! Washington was
3 inches diameter - Those for General Greene Gates $9 were 2 3 inches
and
those for Morgan, Wayne $9 were 2 inches - The drawings of the Medal for
Commodore Preble are 4 inches I have no objection to the Medal for Cornre Preble being 2% inches - confer
with artists on this Subject and let me hear from you - I t is my determination to
have it made by Mr Reich and you may so inform him, that he may not engage in
other business to interfere with this [NDA. GLB, Vol. 7, 1803-1805.1

-

Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Constitution, Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
commanding, Wednesday, 26 June 1805
[Malta] At 7 [A. M.] the wind hauling to the Eastwd shortend sail and let go the
starbe anchor in 13 fathoms waters. 5; past 8 light airs from the south4 & EastwQ
weighd made sail and stood out of the harbour.

[USNA.]
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To Master Commandant Issac Chauncey, U. S. Bavy, Mew York, 8. Y., from
Becretary of the Bavy
~ June 1805. Nav D E P87
It, is proper to inform you that in a few days you will be called into actual
service. Prepare therefore for orders, I shall probably give you the command of
the Brig H m t now building a t B a l t ~ The Agent has stated that she will be
bunched about the i5* of the ensuing Month. [NDA. OSW, Vol. 6, 1802-1805.1
Extract from journal of U. S. Frigate Comlitufion, Captain John Eodgers, U. 8. Maw,
commanding, Thursday, 27 June 1805
Standing in for Syracuse. At Meridian pleasant wr Shortened sail came too
with the starbd bower anchor in 55 fathoms water. the south oint a t the entrance
found laying here
of the harbour bearing S E % E. the Northern point E B S
the US. Frigates Presidenl Congress Constellation & Easa & brigs Argus and
Vizen. [Word illegible] Hornet.
[On 28 June, a t 8 A. M., the Siren arrived.]

&.

Extracts from journal of ]Ididshipman Charles Morrjs, Jr., U. 6. Navy, on board
U. 6. Frigate Pruident. Captain James Barron, U.S. Navy, commanding, Thursday,
27 Jnne 1805
[Syracuse] The U S. F. Constitution arrived from Tripoli -Col~ Lear & Lady
on board [Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]
Extract from journal of Herekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Navy, U. S. Brig Vixen,
Master Commandant John Smith,U. S. Eavy, commanding, Thursday, 27 Jnne
1805
Got underway and cruised around in the harbour [Syracuse]. At 11 o'clock
arrived U. S. F. Constduiion, Commodore Ro[d]gers. I received from Mr. Dyson
8 b b k bread and was t o have taken a cask of spirits, but our getting underway
prevented.
[L.F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]
(28 June 18051
To Master Commandant John! H. Dent, U. I. Navy, from Cavaliere Giorgio
Guillichini, Governor of Messina
SIR The Proauditor of war charged by the Government of the kingdom of
SiciIy t o com ile the process against the American Officer named Charles L.
Ridgely who gemg on board the Schooner of war under your command. uaa
imputed guilty of the homicide committed in Messina the evening of the 23. of
Janr 1805. on the person of the mate of an English Transport has sent an Official
letter shewing i t to be indispensable for the compilation of the Process to require
the depositions of the Officer who was on guard, of the subaltern Offjcers who were
on service the above mentioned evening on board the said Schooner, and of the
boy that served the above mentioned Charles L. Ridgely and solicits measures
for the execution thereof
Thus circumstanced I address my self to you, and manifest to you the formal
demand which has been made to me by the Proauditor of war in order that the
execution thereof may serve as a base for the process in question, and accelerate its
conclusion
Assured of your zeal on this occasion I subscribe myself with real esteem
MESSINA28, JUNE1805
[LC. JRP, Vol. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1
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TO Cavaliere Giorgio Guillichini, Governor of Messina, from Master Commandsnt
John H. Dent, U. S. Navy
MESSINA28 June 1805.
SIR I am honoured with your letter of this day and a eeable to your request
I shall direct the officer who was on guard on board the
S. Schooner Nautilus
under my command on the evening of the 23. of January to wait upon you tomorrow morning a t 10 0 Clock with the Servant who attended in the Gun Room
in order that the may answer such questions as you may think proper to make
them respecting
Ridgely; but I am sorry that 1 have it not in my oaer to
com ly with the latter part of your request, namely for the non c o d B ~ c e of
r
the Garinea on guard a t the same time, he having been killed in an aotion a t
Derna
[LC. JRP, Vol. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1

%.

[28 June 18051
Passport for American Provision Brig Wmhington
THOMAS
JEFFERSOK,
President of the U . S. of America.
To aU whom it may concern.
Know ye that the American Brig Vashinqton whereof is Master James Croudhell,
a Citizen of the U. States is bound from the River Potomac for Malta & Syracuse,
with a Cargo of Naval and Military stores and provisions, for the use of the
Squadron of the United States now in the Mediterranean. Wherefore I request
all whom it may concern not to give or suffer to be given to her any hindrance or
moleatation but on the contrary to afford her every aid & facility she may need
in the prosecution of her voyage.
In faith whereof I have hereunto set my hand & caused the seal of the United
States to be hereunto aExed. Done a t the City of Washington this 28th day of
June A D 1805, and of the Independence of the U. States of America the Twenty
ninth.
TH: JEFFERSON
By the PRESIDENT
JAMESMa~~so~-Secretary
of State.
[NA. SDA. Dom. L, Vol. 15, June 1805-July 1810.1
Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. S. Navy, on board
U. S. Frigate President. Captain James Barron, U. S. Navy, commanding, Friday,
28 June 1805
[Syracuse] Arrived the U S Brig Syren and a Store Ship [Ann] from Gibraltar
[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, XDA photostat.]
To Captain James Barron, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. Frigate President, from
Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
U. STATESSHIP Constitution
Syracuse June 89* 1806
SIR I am authorised by the honorable the Secretary of the Navy, to direct
that, on board the U. States Frigate President under your command; you convene
a Court of Enquiery on Captain William Bainbridge, late commander of the U.
Sta* Frigate the Philadelphia, for the loss of said Frigate, and that you report
to jme in proper form the whole extent of the enquierys of said Court, with
ih decided opinion thereon - In order that I may transmit the same to the
Navy Department of the U. States - The Court of enquiery will consist of
three Members, yourself, and Capts Hugh G. Campbell & Stephen Decatur JI
[LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1

'
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To Captain Hugh G. Campbell, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. Frigate ConslcUalion,
from Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
U. STATESSHIP Constitution
Syracuse June 29tb 1806
SIR, I have in my possession Commissions for the Midshipmen, whose Names
are hereunto subjoined, with orders to deliver them as soon as they shall have
passed an Examination, touching their qualifications as Lieutenants; I have
therefore to request you will convene a Board of Captains & Masters commandant
& commence this examination as soon as convenient Their Commissions are
dated on the same Day & their relative rank is to be established by numbers,
annexed to the Commissions. It will therefore be proper, that in making the
retrnu you affix to each name, the opirlion of the Board, with respect to their
Talents & pretentions to Seniorit,y of Itank.
[LC. JRP, L Bk B, May 1805-July 1896.1
To Captain Hugh G. Campbell, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. Frigate Constellalion,
from Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
U. STATESSHIP Constitution
Syracuse June 2gtb 1805
SIR Since directing you to convenc the Board of Examination, I have iven
Capt: James Barron an order to assemble a Court of enquiry on Capt: %ainbridge - you therefore will be pleased to defer the examination of these Officers,
until the case of Captain Uainbridge is finished.
[LC. JRP, L Bk B, hlay 1805-July 1806.1
To Captein John Bodgers, U. S. Navy, from Xarcello de Gregorio, Governor of
Syracuse
SYRACUSE
29 June 1806
T o Youa EXCELLT
I a m Just inform'd by sundry inhabitants of this City of a General alarm
existing on account of the great number of Turks landed from the Squadron
under vour Command & who inhabit a house in one of the lalies of sP Citv. I am
implor&!
to grant means of protection & security to them & their famil&who
dread the serious Consequences in this situation for the preservation of Good order & tranquility of said inhabitants I pray your Ex? that the s$ Turks may he rcembark'd, with the
exception of the Bashaw & suit, certain of your concup I am most obsequiously
your obliged & devoted ser
[LC. JRP, L Bk B, May 1805July 1806.1
[29 June 18051
To Captain John Rodgers, U. 6. Mavy, from Xfarcello de Gregorio, Governor of
Syracuse
EXCELLENCY
I have just received m o ~ turgent sollicitations in behalf of the
inhabitants of this city who are terrified by the number of the Turks who have
landed from your squadron and Settled in a certain quarter of this city and these
aforesaid citizens implore me by the careful foresight due them from me to assure
the safety of themselves and their families for they are apprehensive of the
gravest consequences (from the presence of these men).
I n which state of affairs I find myself obliged, in order t o assure the preservation
of good order, and to free the citizens from such alarm as I have described, to
beg your Excellency that the Turks may be again takcn on shipboard, unless i t
be the Pasha F a m e t ] and some one of his suite. Feeling assured that your
Excellency will take pleasure in assisting me t o allay such an alarm, I sign myself,
full of the most unvarying regard and respect.
SYRACUSE
29 JUNE
1805.
[LC. JRP, Vol. 2, Series Two, May-Oct. 1805.1
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To Captain Hugh 6. Campbell, U. 6. Bavy, commanding U. S. Frigate CorrjeIIaf~on.
from Captain John Rodgers, U. 6. Bavy
U. States Ship Constitution
Syracuse June 29. 1805
SIR, I have t o desire that you have all the Turks Embarked on board the
Constellation (The Bashaw Hamed & suite Excepted) which were debarked from
that Ship yesterday [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1

To Captain Hugh G. CampbelI, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. Frigate Conste~hfion.
from Captain John Rodgers, U. 6. Navy
Constitution. SYRACCSE
June 99. 1806
SIR Agreeable to your wish you are directed to distribute the Turks which
you have onboard; duly apportioned among the different TesseIs of the Squadron
for subsistance, inti1 farther orders. [LC. JILP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1

To George Davis, U. S. Charge d'Affaires, Tunis, from Captain fohn Rodgers,
U. 8 . Nsvy
U . S . S H I P Constitution
Syracuse June 29t4 1805
SIR,Tour letter of the 20th Instant by the Essez Captp Cox, I have received, &
least you should again meet with embarrassment, by my not being sufficiently
explicit in my communications, I sball in future express myself in such language,
as cannot be misunderstood. "You inform me that liis Excellency the Bey of Tunis, absolutelp insists
on the restoration of the Vessels, (Xebecque and her two prizes sent into
Malta by the Constztution) and charges you t o say that he will never cease
from his demands whatever may be the issue. -"
In ansurer t o His Escellenoy on that particular head; you will be pleased t o
inform him that it is my sincere wish, to see a better understanding between
him & the U. States, than has existed for a considerable time past; but altho as
great BS this desire may be, that, I never will so far neglect my duty as to restore
even the Vessels he requires, m11ch ntore an indemnity for their detention: and I
have only to add that
His Escelleney has been for some time past in the habit
of threatening u s nritll T a r , n-ithout any risible pretest, that I am now determined to know from him in plazn hngzrnge, what is weant by such unpronoked
menace and insult - If \Tar is his objert, 1 shall be obliged to meet it - If
he urishesPeace & good understanding with the G. States, i t is rn? duty to say
that my concurrence will meet his at least half way, in obtainance of two object^
so evidently the Interest of both h-ations. [XDA. Captain's LB, 1-01, 1 , 1805.1
To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from l a s t e r Commandant Thomas
Robinson, Jr,. U. S. Navp
U S SCEOONER
Enterprize
MAFFREDONIA
BEARIXC. l \ ~ B SDIST,11 LEA. - CALM
June 2'9. 1805
DEARSIR,I left Ancona on tile 23 Caln~ssince. I hare astern 4 Gun Boats in
tow & two Trobacalocs conducted by Mess- Rigginbottom 8. 11I$Donougir, a
light hreeee is Springing up from the h'E God Send an increase - I shall go
to Syracuse & then: must leave the Boats for your Orders. I have not hands
enough to venture farther with them - the Jealouse takes this perhaps he
may have a aslant 6 beat me, if so & you are in Malta make some provision for
taking these Boats t o the scene of Action if you p l w e its impossible for me, its
with g ~ a difficulty
t
I get them on [LC. JRP, Vol. 1, March 1791-Dcc. 1814.1
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Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. S. Navy, on board
U.6. Frigate President, Captain James Barron, U. 6. Aavy, commanding, Saturday,
29June 1805
[Syracuse] A Court of Enquiry was held on board, to Enquire into the particulars of the loss of the Philadelphia. The Court consisting of Capt? J. Barmn,
Campbell & Decstur after sitting four hours, unanimously agreed that no blame
could be attached to Capt Bainbridge or hir; Officers for the loss of said ship [Mrs.C.E. Fox original, KDA photostat.]

Extract from journal of Heaekiah Loomis, Steward, U. S. Navy, U. S. Brig Vixen,
Master Commandant John Smith, U. 6. Navy, commanding, Saturday, 29 June
1805
[Syracuse] This day the Captains all had an examination on board the Commodore, Capt. Bainbridge tried and honorably acquitted.
[L. F. Middlebrook. K D A copy.]
To Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy, from WilIiam Eaton, U. S. Eavy Agent for
the Barbary Regencies
SYRACUSE
June SOtb 1806 SIR I have been yesterday & today occupied with the proceedings & records
of the Court of enquiry on Captain Bainbridge, which is the reason I did not wait
on you on board Yesterday Morning
Inclos'd is a copy, by translation, of a letter Hamet Bashaw has written me,
date 29'P
This, I think, is enough to do anyay any insinuations, concerning our
intercourse with this Prince, injurious to the honor of the United States.
He tells me he shall write to the same effect, to the President
Tomorrow morning I will do myself the honor to wait on you with a statement
of the pay due the troops who served with me through the Desert and a t nerne
[NDA. Captain's LB, Vol. 3, 1805.1
[Enclosure1

(29June 18051
To William Baton, U. S. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies, from Eamet
Caramanli, rightful Bashaw of Tripoli
TBANSLATED COPY O F A LETTER FROM HAMET B A S H A T

HAMET
BASHAW
COROMELLI
to his friend and brother FVILLIAM EATON
late General
& Commander zn chief of our allzed forces In our Kingdom of Tripoli -

Without placing in view the misfortunes which so long pursued me, I cannot
forbear expressing to you, a t this moment of our final seperation, the deep sense
of gratitude I feel for your generous and manly exertions in my behalf. be
assured, that in whatever situation the wil! of God shall place me, I shall always
bear this impression of gratitude on my heart.
On returning to your happy Country, to which I wish you a safe passage, I
request you will express to your Sovereign my cordial thanks for his manifestation
of friendship towards me - Had it been ordained that measures might have
been camed forward to the attainment of my wishes, the restoration of my rightful
Dominions, to me i t would certainly have been cause of eternal gratitude. But
it b true my own means were small. I know indeed they did not answer your
reasonable expectations. And this I am rendy to admit is a good reason whv
you should not chuse to persevere in an enterprize hazardous in itself, and,
perhaps, doubtful in its issue. I ought therefore to say that I am satisfied with
all your Sation has done concerning me - I submit to the will of God; and
thank the King of America and dl his servants for their kind dispositions towards
me - Situated as I a m you must still allow me to ask another expression of
your friendship. You tell me that in your treaty with Joseph Bwhaw, my
perfidious brother, he has promised to restore to me my family. I pray you will
use your infiuence with your admiral to permit one of your vessels to go and a&
for them; and that he will give me the means of repairing, with some small sssiee
ance to enable me to subsist myself & suit, into some Country where I may Lope
t o spend the residue of my Days in Peace. -
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Again I repeat to you my Love and esteem - and I send honor and long Iife to
your Sovereign, which may the merciful God confirm to him.
Done a t Syracuae the 29 day of June 1805

(HAMETS
SEAL)
[NA. Sen. 9B-B6, Pres. Message, Jan. 1806.1

To Captain Isaac Hull, U. 6. Havy, commanding U. S. Brig Argus. from Captain
John Bodgers, 0. 8. Bavy
U. STATES
SHIPCmtduiiO?Z
Syrocuse 90 June 1806
SIR, I have this Day directed Mr Richard Jones, Midshipman of the late U.
States Frigate Phzladelphza, t o report himself to you, ss being ordered to join the
Argus under your command.
[LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
To Captain James Barron, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. Frigate PruiLent, from
Captain John Bodgers, U. S. Navy
G. STATES
SHIPComlitution
Syracuse SO* June 1806
SIR I n consequence of the enclosed representation of Lieut 3. Blake (dtho
pleased with his conduct since he has been attached to this Ship) I am induced
to direct, as due to himself, his friends & the service; that you convene a Court of
Enquire into the merits of the representations with which he alledges that his
character has been aspersed, and report to me the full extent of such Enquiery
with the opinion of the Court thereon, in order that I may adopt such measures
as the nature of the case requires - In order that this unpleasant atlair may be
fairly & fully investigated I have to desire that you inform the commanding
Officers of the respective Vewla of the Squadron, now in this Port, when such
Investigation is to take place; I n order that the circumstance may be publicly
known to all officers, whose situations could have afforded them any Knowledge
of his conduct on the 3'5 of August 1804, the Day in h
i
s Letter to which he
alludes P. S. The Court of Investigation aiU be convened on board the U.S. Frigate
President under your command. - 3 I3
[LC. JRP, Letters $ Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1

Extract from journal of Eezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. 8. Navy, U. 8. Brig Vixen.
Master Commandant John Smith, U. 6. Navy, commanding, Sunday, SO Sane
1805
blustered the men and informed that Capt. Smith was going on board the
Syren, and if they had a desire to go with them to make i t known t o ~ ~ o r r o w
morning.
[L. F. Middlebrook. K D A copy.]
[June 18051
Memoranda presumably by William Eston, U. 6. Navy Agent for the Barbary
Regencies
1804.
The
President
said
to
me no money would be otfered for the peace
May
or ransom: he believed the energetic messures now arranged would
supercede the necessity - I pledged my life & honor to bring the
enemy to America if the cooperation with the legitimate sovereign
should be properly supported.
6'
(1
The Secretary of the Navy a i d t o me that the coercive measures
uow going into operation against Tripoli were calculated to compel
a peace n~ithoutmoney that The cooperation with Hamet Beshaw
formed a part of the means and that necessary field artiiery, IOOO
stands of arms, with suitable munition, and 40, or 50 thousand
dollars wouid be put on board the squadron at Hampton roads to
aid and ive effect to this measure 11
II
Captain
declared publicly a t the offices that his noma
should be written i n blood on the walls of W p d i before he would con-

%edgers
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sent to pay a cent for ransom or tribute - Such were the resolutions formed when I left the seat of Gov. t o embark in the erpedition and subsequent arrangements as well of Government as of the
chief commanders evidence a determination t o persevere in those
resolutions Nov. 1804. The plan of operations the ensuing season was agreed upon by the
Commodores Barron's Preble and myself - I was to go in search
of Hamet Bashaw t o Egypt & sieze the province of Derne, if possible,
on our return - whence we were to pass to Uengazi and t o be
transported across the gulf of Sidra to Cape Mensurat by the
squadron - and thence advance t o the rear of Tripoli - We
were to be supported by debarkations if necessary - Commodore
Preble was to causc a reenforcement of gun boats and ketches t o be
provided and a union of operations was to commence against
Tripoli as soon as the season would permit - Our plans ~ u c ceeded - Derne was captured 8: the enemy's army, sent to the
relief of the province, was defeated - Our march was opened to
Tripoli without opposition - The reenforcements, arrived in
good season - The enemy could not recruit troops for the defence
of his capital - the people of the country being paralized by dread
of the Americans and in a state of General revolt against the usurper
he was totally destitute of funds and provision - and in want of
amunition.
May & June hlr Lear had distinct instructions not to pay money for peace or
ransom except compelled by adverse circumstances in our military
1805.
operations - And, pre\iously to the conclusion of the treaty, the
Commodore had been instructed to suspend his attack on Tripoli,
until the first of July, for the arrival of the reenforcements. When
the negociator appeared off Tripoli Bc displayed the flag of truce.
There was then but one frigate before the place with a brig or
schooner - The Essex, which bore the flag, had not been before
the coast - &, what is very extraordinary, in similar cases arrangements had been mad? a t headquarters to abandon the commanding
grounds we held in the enemy's dominions and to n.itlitlran* the
main body of the squadron a t a farther distance from the coast
before our commissioner of peace departed from [Jlalta?] to enter
upon the negociation [H. E. Huntington L&AG, E A 281.1
To Captain Stephen Decatur, Jr., U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Congress, from
Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
U. 8. SHIPConst~tulzon
Syrnczr.se I n %
J u l y I805 SIR The U. States Frigate Congress under pour command b ~ i n gready for Sea,
I have to desire that you proceed to Tunis with all practicable dispatch and hand
Mr Davis, U. States charge d'affairs, the accompanying Lctter apprehensions of Danger to our Commerce from the Beys cn~izcrs,concieving
that War with the C. States may be his Intention, induces me to direct that you
cruize a t the enterarice of the Bey of Tunis, to prevent any impending danger to
our Trade, which a t a moment when off our guard, he may seize as favourable t o
his piratical Intentions, & do us much injury beforc a force can be sent - to
obviate his dark unmanly design The Vizen I shall dispatch to join you in the course of 3 or 4 Day9 after ynur
departure; and her amval, if you are thoroughly ronvinced that War is not the
Beys Intention, you are desired to return to this Port, leaving the I'zzen on your
Station; In your passage hence calling a t hlalta, a t which place it is not impossible
you may meet me with the rest of the Squadron [LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.1
To the Bey of Tunis, from Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy
U. S. SHIPConst~tution
Syraczlse July l e t 1806
T o the Most Illustrious & most Magnificent PRINCE
THE BEYOF TUNIS,the abode
of happzness. SIX, I have the honor t o ac uaint your Excellency that the command of the
U- States Naval forces in the %editex~ancan has devolved on me since the 224

