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PREFACE

With this sixth volume the publication of naval documents concern-
ing the most important phase of our wars with the Barbary Powers is
concluded. For six years the United States had maintained a naval
force of varying size and strength in the Mediterranean to protect our
seaborne trade and to compel due respect for our flag. By the year
1807 Algiers, Tripoli, Tunis, and Morocco had all been brought to
heel either by the direct application of naval power or by the fleet’s
morsal influence in support of diplomatic efforts. This degree of peace
and security for our interests that was attained in the Mediterranean
coincided with growing tension elsewhere. The probability of a rup-
ture with either France or Great Britain steadily festered. The
Chesapeake-Leopard affair of 1807 precipitated the decision to with-
draw all American naval forces from the Mediterranean to the home
coast. In 1815-16 following the War of 1812 it again became neces-
" sary to send squadrons to North African waters to bring the Barbary
Powers to reason., It is hoped the naval documents concerning this
final phase may be published in a future volume.

Specifically this volume six covers in detail the operations of the
various fleet units from May 1, 1805, through December 31, 1807.
These operations weremuch hampered by the great distance from home
and the very poor basing facilities near the front. This deficiency
was alleviated by the logistic support generously granted by His
Britannic Majesty’s Dockyard at Malta and by our use of facilities at
Syracuse through the kind permission of Neapolitan authorities.
Included also in the volume are papers relating to the ending of
General William Eaton’s Derne expedition and to the liberation of the
officers and crew of the frigate Philadelphia from the Tripolitan prisons.
The more important diplomatic documents concerning the peace
negotiations together with the ‘‘secret clause” in the Tripolitan
Treaty are given, as are those covering the notably successful use by
Commodore John Rodgers of diplomacy in combination with a
demonstration of naval force in & crisis threatening a full-fledged out-
break of war with Tunis. Foreshadowing things to come are many of
the source materials on the Chesapeake-Leopard affair.

A composite index to the seven volumes of the Quasi-War with
France and six volumes of the Barbary Wars is in course of prepara-
tion with a view of publication ultimately.

The detailed preparation of the work is largely that of Miss Loretta
1. MacCrindle, with Miss Catherine M. MacDonnell and Miss
Georgia Freese as assistants, and with Lt. M. V. Brewington, U. S.
N. R., as general supervisor. Lt. Comdr. John H. Kemble,U.S.N.R.,
rendered valuable assistance while assigned to this office. Through-
out the volume, as in its predecessors, it has been the aim to make the
printed text identical with the source in spelling and punctuation.

The publication of the series was made possible by Acts of Congress
approved first March 15, 1934, and finally February 7, 1942. Free
distribution is prohibited by law.

Duprey W. Krox,
Captain, U. 8. Navy (Retired),
Officer in Charge of Office of Naval Records and Library,
Navy Department.
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WARS WITH BARBARY POWERS

To Captain John Rodgers, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. Frigate Constitution, from
Tobias Lear, U. 8. Consul General, Algiers

MavrTa May 1t 1805

Drar Sir On the 21tt Ultme, I had the pleasure of recieving your acceptable
favour of the 182 by the U. S. Brig Siren.— The Letter from Mr Nissen to Com-
modore Barron was indicative of the wish for Peace on the part of the Bashaw of
Tripoli; but did not convey an intimation of any terms which we could admit.
Since that I have received b% the Ketch, a letter from the Spanish Consul written
at the express desire of the Bashaw, saying that he proposed as the Ground Work
of a negociation, that we should pay him 200,000 dollars for peace and ransom,
and give up all his subjects in our hands, gratis, with all their property. — This
is the first direct overture which has been officially made, & altho much less
extravagant than I should have expected; yet is totally inadmissable — The
Spanish Consul observes that these propositions are mentioned merely to begin
a negociation, and he has no doubt but if I would go over to Tripoli there would
be such modifications and facilities as would secure a Peace &? — The ground
work however must be very different from this, before I can think of raising a
superstructure; unless imperious necessity should compel an acquiesciance, which
I pray God may not be the case —

I am perfectly convinced that they wish a peace, and nothing but the example
it would set to other Nations tributary to them, prevents their comeing forward
with terms which we could admit.

I see no prospect of all our force being concentrated and ready to act against
Tripoli sooner than the begining or middle of June; so that I must regret that you
will not have your just and sanguine wishes accomplished of seeing us ready to
make an attack before that time. — The Congress has gone to Messina, and from
thence to Leghorn, from whence, in all probability, she will not return before the
Latter part of this Month. — The Constellation & Vizen are at Syracuse, but
expected here daily — The Esser was at Triest on the 16t Ulte, and may be
expected here, with the Schooner Enferprize in ten Days; but that is uncertain;
and the prospect of Gun Boats or Bomb Vessels from that quarter very slight
indeed. — The Commodores health is nearly the same as when vou left us, and
there does not agpear any prospect of his being able to take an active part in the
Campaign. — The Argus & Nautilus, with the Sloop Hornet are aloft. We have
heard from Mt Eaton by a Man of the name of Faquier, who it seems went with
him, from this place, and who has returned to Syracuse, having quarrelled with
Mr Eaton, and left him. He writes to the Commodore, that Mr E. is a madman —
that he has quarrelled with the Ex-Bashaw &¢ & &¢, we are in daily expectation
of more authentic accounts from that quarter; but I make no calculation in our
favour from that source. —

The Cruizer which you sent in here with her prizes still remain here, and I do
not know what will be the determination res%ecting them. I presume the Com-
modore will write to you on the subject. — the Bey of Tunis is determined to
break with us he may make this a pretext. But while he must be made to know
that we will not permit his Vessels to violate the Blockade of Tripoli with impunity;
yet we must temporize with him, at least until we can guard our Commerce against
his numerous Cruizers, and make some arrangement for checking him, without
interupting our intended operations against Tripoli. —

Mr Lear gends you four Shirts which have been made since you left this; and

1



2 NAVAL OPERATIONS FROM 1805 TO 1807

desires her best regards to be given you. — I hope soon to have the pleasure of
seeing you here, and pray that all happiness and prosperity may attend you. —

P. 8. I am just informed of the Congress being about to Sail which prevents
my taking a Copy of the foregoing. A Letter of the 21#t Ap! has this moment
been put into my hands from M, Davis, who says it is reported that Aemet
Bashaw has taken possession of Derna. —

[LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.]

To Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. Frigate Constitulion, from
Captain Bamuel Barron, U. S. Navy

Mavra 1t May 1805,

Sir By the President which arrived here with the three Prizes on the Evening
of the 27t ulte, T had the honor to receive your Letter dated 24% informing me
of the detention of those Vessels in an attempt to enter Tripoli — They are
not in the 40% Harbour, and the people on shore at the Lazaretto — The Ries
who commanded the Corsair has been recognized here as a Tunisian subject, but
the two setts of Papers neither of which is accurate in describing the Vessel,
added to other circurnstances, create a strong suspicion that she is in fact a Trip-
oline — Steps will be taken to investigate the matter, but at any rate so
palpable an attempt to violate the blockade cannot be overlooked and has de-
termined me to detain them for adjudication — I have directed Capt® Cox to
proceed off the Harbour of Tripoli & on falling in with the Constitution to place
himself under your Orders — I look hourly for the Constellation & Viren, which
on their arrival I shall immediately dispatch to the Station — On both or either
of them joining the Blockade you will please give the necessary dispositions to the
Senior officer and return to this Harbour, as I am desirous of some personal com-
munpication with you — My health T am happy to say has greatly improved
within a few days — My strength begins to return & I have sanguice hopes that I
shall be able to appear personally before Tripoli as soon as the season is sufficiently
advanced for entering uppon offensive Operation. —

Yesterday I had the satisfaction to receive a Letter from Capt» James Barron
dated at Trieste where he arrived in safety in 15 Days — I have reason to
expect either the Esser or Enferprize, in the course of a Week or ten Days —
Capt® Barron was in treaty for some Craft which he says will answer very well for
for Gun Boats. —

[LC. JRP, Letters & Orders, Book A, 1804-1805.]

To Captain James Barron, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Essex, Trieste, from
Master Commandant Thomas Robinson, Jr., U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8.

Schooner Enterprize.
Venice May 1*% 1805

Dr Sir Yours of the 24 is before me, I am sorry for the [space] you have met
with, but it will be for the best if you receive my letter of the 28t Ulte which
advises Ancona, I have since then had some serious talk with our friend the Mayor
he knows Ancona well & candidly says that it is the place for our business; and
further that we can get what Boats we want there & them Completely fitted for
our purpose it is their and in that neighbourhood those Bosts are built; and he
says that if the place is as it was two years ago, we will be pleased with the Woed
& Work. He hasa friend there whom he says that he can recommend, and that we
can get every kind of timber there we want and see the Work done to our minds
above board. Mr Heinzleman has bought one Barque, and was just on the close
of another when your letter came to hand — we have stopped until next Post;
however, it certainly will be improper to stop for this vessel and all the prepara-
tions I have made for two will be a loss to the United States. I take this on board
the Schooner to morrow, come out of the Arsenal on Sunday, and as scon as the
Barque business is arranged; am off for Triest & do not mean to drive & nail in
the Barques here — it is too great a risque, when it can be done so well and easy
at Ancona, The Mayoradvises this, therefore let Mr Riggens order Mr Henzleman
to send those vessels to a friend at Ancona, there to receive the orders of Mz
Riggins and then Mr Riggins to send me orders to receive them there, or rather
to be delivered to my order as I shall in this case send an officer to take charge of
them. This mode M: Henzleman thinks will keep all parties out of a scrape —
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Don’t let the small difficulties we have met with discourage you; we must have
boats; therefore let us persevere in obtaining them it is easily done by the mode
prescribed: we did not come here to Convoy a more important cause for our
Country, and the reputation of your good Brother arrest our time — only reflect
one moment on the Consequences attending an inactive Summer, and how are
we to be active with a probability of success without some Boats, Ancona, (the
Mayor says) is a very fine harbour, of easy access, and safe for the largest Ships,—
every thing plenty we want and but a few hours run from [space] and you
can, without being shy, attain all you want. Don’t, for God’s sake, go away
without Boats, let us take a little terrible fleet with us. it will give life & vigour
to all our opperations. And on the Contrary, if you do not, your purposes here
are defeated, and dejection & discontent are the natural consequences. Think
for & moment the effect it will have on the Commodore if you sueceed — it will
enliven him; if you do not there is no doubt but it will have a serious effect on
his present state of health.

Please to excuse my presuming to dictate it is owing to the ever anxiety I have
for the success of our enterprizes the ensuing Summer & having made enquiries of
several Gentlemen of information I have obtained, with respect to Ancona all
that you have read.

[NDA. Captain’s LB, Vol. 1, 1805.}

To Master Commandant Charles Stewart, U.S. Navy, from William Jarvis, U. S,
Consul, Lisbon, Portugal

Copy LissoN 1%t May 1805

Str About ten days since the Moorish Admiral’s ship was Compleated for
Sea — The Brig is likewise ready and both only waiting for Orders — Some dis-
pute however exists between the Admiral and this Government in Consequence
of the former refusing to give up Five Algerine slaves thatranaway from the
Arsenal and got onboard, untill he receives orders from the Emperor It is doubt-
full however whether the Vessel would be detained on this aceount had the
Amiral orders to proceed to Sea

As far as any opinion can be formed from appearances or from any facts that
have come to my Knowledge, I cannot believe that these people have any idea at
present of a War with the United States or as formerly observed, that there will
be any danger from them untill they make a peace with the Prussians, if then, for
in justice to our Marine I must observe that I really believe that they stand
more in dread of us than of any other Maritime power except Great Britain and
if a great stroke is struck this Season I think it will will Secure to us a permanent
Peace with the Barbary Powers; but for the present Prudence may dictate that
some Watch may be kept on their Motions —

The Prussian Charge des Affaires does not know of any propositions of Peace
being yet made between his Court and the Emperor’s Commissioners —

Captain Sterrett sailed from here (where he arrived after being taken off the
wreck of the Canton) for the United States about three weeks since — No News
vet as to the probable destination of the Toulon & Cadiz Squadrons

"P. S. This is a Copy of a letter I have written this Day to the Commodore,
which containing all the information in my possession, I took the Liberty to give
it in the same words —

[LC. JRP, Vol. 1, March 1791-Dec. 1814.]

To Sailing Master Alexander C. Harrison, U. 8. Navy, commanding Gunboat No. 5,
from Secretary of the Navy

Nav Dzpt 1 May 1805. —

Gun boat N¢ 710 Commanded by Lieut S[eth]. Cartee sailed yesterday eve-
ning for Norfolk to join Lieut Henley who is waiting for him at that place. —

I flatter myself that you may have sailed before this reaches you, if not you
will make every possible exertion to join N¢ 4 and 10 in time to sail together as
they are directed not to wait for you more than 48 hours. —

[NDA. Off. Comg. Gunboats, 1803-1808.]
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[1 May 1805)
List of Cannoniers presumably attached to Expedition of William Eaton, U. S.
Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies

Stato Cannonier:

Nome — Cognome

Numero

Selim SMr Capre
Maumet Mr [7] 1 Tente
Rocco Mr [?] 2 Tente
Antonioc Bariotié Ste
Magnan Sargente
Giorgio Caroffalla Sarg!le Carry him to the Greeks
Giuseppe Galeazzi
Giacomo Vale
Anzolo Farmosa
10 | Vincenzo Stenix

11 | Bortolo Bianchi

12 | Picola Dardelli

13 | Pietro Robert

14 | Antonofi Stratti

15 | Bernardo Somarilli
16 | Angelo Arcavani
17 | Unsecilli Panagiotti
18 | Francesco Bisson
19 | Giovanni Bosbor
20 | Lucca Malencig

21 | Giorgio Gaga

22 | Spiro Vocovix

23 { Michele Cheles

24 | Battista German
25 | Nicola Aidomi

26 | André Coff

27 | Giovanni Raguseo ‘
Giorgio Mariana i

[H. E. Huntington L&AG. EA 304.]

© Q0 =X > v b GO D

Extiract from journal of William Eaton, U. S. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies,
Wednesday, 1 May 1805

[Derne] The sioop Hornet went off with those dispatches —
[H. E. Huntington L&AG.]

To Captain Samuel Barron, U. 8, Navy, from Brigge Brothers, Alexandria, Egypt
Ecypr, ALEXANDRIA 2 May 1805
8i1r! We have the honor to transmit you a Copy of the Letter we had the
pleasure to address you on the 11 March. We have had no American Vessel
here since the Argus left us, — but are in daily expectation of One, with the
Funds we advanced to Mr Eaton for the service of the United States. We have
not heard from that Gente since the 19 March, when he was about 4 days dis-
tance from Bomba, and where we have no doubt he will have found a Division
of your Naval Force to cooperate with him. With our best wishes for the suc-
cessful termination of the War with Tripoly, we remain most respectfully Sir

[Mrs. James S. Barron Col. NDA photostat.]

Extract from journsl of William Eaten, U, 8. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies,
Thursday, 2 May 1805

[Derne] Examined the different sites in the vicinity of the town. Used
exertions to draw the Governor from his sanctuary. — The Hiram in which he
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had taken asylum appertained to a Shiek of Mesreat, one of the departments of
the city in the interest of The Bashaw. — Neither persuasion, bribes nor menace,
could prevail on this venerable aged chief to permit the hospitality of his house
to be violated, — He urged that whatever may be the weakness or even the
crimes of the Arabs there was never an instance known among them of giving
up & fugitive to whom they had once accorded their protection; — and should
he suffer him self to transgress that sacred principle, the vengeance of God and
the odium of all mankind would justly fix on him and his posterity.

[H. E. Huntington L&AG.]

Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. 8. Navy, on board
TU. S. Frigate President, Master Commandant George Cox, U. 8. Navy, commanding,
Thursday, 2 May 1805

Malta] 2. Sent. the Tunisians which were taken in the prizes to the Laza-
retto. and brought our men from the prizes relieved the officers on board them
by sgnding others in their stead — Mt Smith, Geddes, & LeCraft Mid» joined
the Ship —

18 Men unfit for duty —

[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]

Extract from journal of Surgeon Jonathan Cowdery, U. 8. Navy, 3 May 1805

[Tripoli] The Bashaw and suit went very early this morning to the great
Marabewt, of whom some particulars have been before mentioned. He was to
continue with the Bashaw during the contention with the Americans. He now
assured the Bashaw that the American frigates would be destroyed; and that
the gunpowder of the whole squadron would be so damaged, that the Americans
would not be able to fire a gun. He agreed to attend the Bashaw, to keep the
gallia1 and shells from hurting him. He receives large sums of money from the

ashaw,

[LC. Rare Books, American Captives in Tripoli or Dr. Cowdery’s Journal,
Boston, 1806.]

Extract from journal of William Eaton, U. 8. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies,
Friday, 3 May 1805

[Derne] Information that the enemy are advancing. Set myself to fortifying
our post.

[H. E. Huntington L&AG.]

Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. 8. Navy, on board
U. 8. Frigate President, Master Commandant George Cox, U. 8. Navy, commanding,
Friday, 3, May 1805

[Malta] 5 [A. M.] hoisted out all boats.

6 got underway and towed out of the Harbour.

11 Sent the black cutter and pinnace in after the Kedge and Hawser.
Noon Valette lighthouse bore W S W. 4 miles

Latitude Observed 36° N.

[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]

To Captain Samuel Barron, U. 8. Navy, from Frederick Degen, U. S. Navy Agent,
Naples

Copy NarLES 4t May 1806.

St! I have the honor to acknowledge your esteemed favors of the 12t & 13,
and have in their answr to inform you that Gun powder is not allowed to be ex-
ported from this Country without permission of the Goverment; therefore I made
it a point to call immediately upon the Minister of War General Forteguerri, who
after having Jproposed your demand to the King, received Orders to acquaint you
that His Sicilian Majesty cannot at present diminish the quantity of Powder in
his kingdoms, which' communication I received yesterday in an official Letter
dated the 1*¢ Inst.
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It is probable that owing to the Criticle Situation of this Country I could not
succeed in this instance to execute your Orders, but I can confirm to you that it
is the wish of this Goverment to assist this Squadron under your Command on
every occasion provided it lays in its power. —

I am extremely glad to find your health reestablished and should be happy to see
you during the summer at Naples, which might perhaps be usefull for your future
operations in these parts.

[NDA. Mise. LB, Vol. 2, 1805.]

[4 May 1805)
To Secretary of the Navy from Purser Nathan Baker, U. 8. Navy

Sir Permit me to lay before you the enclosed Receipt for the payment of my
passage from Cadiz to New York — Conceiving it proper that I should state
the cause which prevented me from availing myself of a passage in the Frigate
John Adams or Brig Scourge, it is as follows Vizt —

When the three Frigates, viz — the President Constellation & Congress arrived
at Malta late in August, the Siren was off Tripoli — which station she left about
the 1°¢ Sepr with three Gun Boats a stern for Syracuse, in the mean time those
Frigates had proceeded off Tripoli — where I suppose Mt Harris who was on board
one of them expected to join the Siren —  After our arrival at Syracuse, we lay
there untill the 28 Septr ~— having taken on board Provisions for Sixty days —
We then sailed for Malta. — On the 8% or 9% of October the Constellation
arrived with Mr Harris on board, who joind the Siren I think the 10% — & on the
12t commenced to aet in my stead, on this same day we saild from Malta for
Gibralter of course I was under the necessity of continuing in the Siren — asg it
was utterly impossible to adjust the accounts of the Brig, & make the necessary
transfer to my successor Mr Harris, in the course of two days — After the Siren
left Malta I had no oppertunity of procuring a passage in either the John Adams
or Scourge —

Washington 4 May 1805

[NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 2, 1805.]

Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. 8. Navy, on board
U. 8. Frigate President, Master Commandant George Cox, U, 8. Navy, commanding,
Saturday, 4 May 1805

3 [P. M.] The Boats returned hoisted them in and made sail
Latitude Observed 34°32"' N

[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.]

Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. S. Navy, on board
T. S. Frigate President, Master Commandant George Cox, U. 8. Navy, commanding,
Monday, 6 May 18056

3% [P. M.] Shortened sail and Spoke the U. 8. Frigate Constitution. Capt Cox
went on board.

5 The Town of Tripoli bore § % W, 3 leagues

7% Capt Cox returned.

[Mrs. C. E. Fox original, NDA photostat.}

Extract from journal of William Eaton, U. §. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies,
Wednesday, 8 May 1805

[Derne] These five days have been employed in putting our selves in as good
a state of defence as the means we possess will admit. — The enemy have ad-
vanced by a circuitous rout and planted their camp on the ground we occupied
the 25. and 26. ulf. The inhabitants of the town in a state of consternation. —
It seems yvet a matter of uncertainty with them which is the strongest party, a
defeat to Hamet Bashaw would be slaughter to his adherents. —  Apprehending a
counter revolution through the intrigue of Mustapha Bey, the late Governor, I
again demanded him of his host, threatning to cannonade his department. — He
said he would submit to the chastisement of God; but would not consent to violate
his ordinances.

[H. E. Huntington L&AG.]
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Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. 8. Navy, U. 8. Brig Vixen,
Master Commandant John Smith, U, 8. Navy, commanding, Wednesday, 8 May
1805

[Syracuse] Pleasant weather. At 10 o’clock unmoored, and at half past 2
got under way and sailed round in the harbour to exercise the people. At 6
o’clock came to anchor near the Constellation.

{L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]

To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Ravy, Malta, from George Davis, U. 5. Chargé
d’Affaires, Tunis
Tunis May 9% 1805
Ne 9

Sir I have the honor to inform you that as complaint was made to his Excel-
lency the Bey on the 4t Iust of the Capture of a Tunisien Xebec between Jerbes
& Sphax by a U. States Brig of War — you will have the goodness to give me
whatever information you possess on the Subject in order that a Justification
may be offer,d to the Bey —

T have also the honor to enclose for Your information; & copy of a letter ad-
dressed to Col! Lear, and to which I beg your early Attention — as it Contains
all that I could have detailed to you in a Seperate Communication,

A true Copy

By order of S. BaArroN Esq
RoBERT DENISON, Secry

[LC. JRP, Vol 1, Series Two, Feb. 1775-May 1805.]

To Tobias Lear, U. 8. Consul General, Algiers, (at Malta), from George Davis,
U. 8. Chargé d’Affaires, Tunis

Ne 27 (Copy) Tunis May 9% 1805

Sir Since my last respects under date of the 13% April, we have had several
Couriers from Tripoli, but which brought me no letters except a few lines from
M: Nissen of the 12% Ult: and which refers me to other eornmunications, not yet
come to hand — All combine in the opinion that the Bashaw, would accede to
a Peace on very favourable terms; and which opinion is wholly confirmed, by the
measures, which this Govt have taken, and to which, 1 beg your prompt, and
early attention —

On the 2¢ Inst: rec? a message from the Sapatapa, through the Commercial
Agent, requesting my presence at the Palace; he informed me that the Sapatapa
had talked with him much about the actual position of Tripoli; and that the
object of my visit was to devise some means of aranging our existing difficulties,
with that Regency — on the 3¢ gave me a private audience — when he stated
that his Master, had resolved to interest himself in the immediate accomodation
of our Affaire with the Bashaw Jussuph; that in doing which he pledged himself
that on whatever terms we might agree, they should be immediately accepted,
by the Bashaw, Bon’gre, Malgre qu’ Igl en ait — That altho his master had long
since determined not to meddle in any way with our affairs there; he now found
himgelf compell,d to do it, as the only means of securing the Peace existing be-
tween us — (& whispered that for this service he the Sapatapa expected a very
hanc}some Regalia) two hours were spent in discussing the advantages accruing
to either party &¢ &¢ &¢ (in which continual references were made to the Sums
offered last year for Peace & Ransom) and which was thus concluded —

Altho I have no power to interfere directly or indirectly with the Affairs
of Tripoli in relation to a peace, that being the particular commission of the
Consul General for Algiers, still the friendly interference of the Bey, is such as
Inerits the thanks of my (Govt: and the early attention of the proper character
to whom such matters should be referred — that I was satisfied, we would con-
clude the Peace tomorrow on just and honorable terms, (and the friendship of the
Sapatapa & Bey duly recompensed) to wit, the mutual exchange of Prisoners,
with a Consular Regalia — but that we certainly at this moment, would not ac-
quiesce to any annuity; or any Sum for the purchase of, the Prisoners — he
requested me to reflect three days on the subject; at the expiration of which time
I again presented myself — our conversation was renewed as before; when the
Sapatapa, informed me his Master, would not accede to the terms suggested by
me; and which he could not suppose, had ever entered into the minds of the
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Comodore or yourself, unless you participated in the extravagant idea of annihi-
lating the Govt:, and to which, if there was a shadow of probability; he should
feel himself bound, (not only from personal safety) but by every law civil or divine,
to oppose with force of Arms — he added that his Master would send a Courier
express to Tripoli, and an answer might be expected in twenty days — that as
I did not feel myself authorised, to enter any farther into the Negociation; an
express should be sent to the Comodore & yourself, to learn your intentions
relative to the conclusion of the Peace, and to what terms, you would acquiesce,
or what would be more agreable inviting you here, to discuss with greater freedom,
the subjeet in question — he added that we might be assured the terms should
be more honourable & advantageous than if effected at Tripoli —

The actual situation of the Enemy is too well known to admit of any detail on
my part — and it is accorded, that the only incitives to ‘‘friendly actions’’, with
these States, are Inlerest and Fear — but still we should remember, that it has
been considered by many able Generals, as soundest policy, to seek Peace, at the
moment when complete suceess, would attend their Arms; rather than risk the
Chances of War, which might materially effect if nov wholly change the posture
of affairs — the Bashaw is reduced to the last extremity — but much of the evil
is certainly in anticipation — let us accord to our Campaign, all the success,
which human force equal to ours, aided by every circumstance, that can give
weight to the enterprize may effect; the blow once given, half the evil is removed —
Fear may be changed into ferocious despair — or a forced Insolence arising from
fallacious hopes may be the result; and continue so untill anocther year shall
present the same Scourge —

My opinion relative to the Bey® interference, has already been expressed, in
my correspondence with the Depart: of State under date Sept: 26t» 1804, and of
which I had the honor to forward you a copy — it only rests for me to sollicit an
immediate answer by an express — or if the proposition should meet your full
approbation, your early presence; where such a reception shall be given you; as
unfeigned regard for your private character, and highest respect for your publie
situation can offer —

[Mrs. James 8. Barron Col.}

To Secretary of the Navy from Lieutenant Peter §. Ogilvie, U. 8. Navy
New York May 9t* 1805

Sir As Mr Mitchell has not yet joined N¢ 7, I have, with the approbation of
Capt* Shaw appointed Midshipman Brooks as my second Officer, he being the
most experienced of the Mids®» on board the Jn* Adams & having the character
of a steady clever young man —

I have to inform you of an alteration 1 have made in N¢ 7, which, from the
necessity of the case, & the short time I had to do it in, together with the opinions
of Captains Shaw & Chauncey & the Navy Agent respecting its utility, I hope
will justify my making it before I consulted you on the subject — The alteration
is this — a few days since on my making a trial of the sailing of the Gun Boat, I
found that in consequence of the Mast being placed in the centre of the Vessel
the sails had not their desired effect, & the Rudder almost useless — she carried
her helm hard up, with the main sheet eased off so much as to render the Main-
sail ﬁf little effect in giving her head way; & in the next place she would not veer
at all —

I have therefore moved the Mast about 9% feet farther forward, & given it a
rake of 4 feet — the expences are trifling, as a new boom & altering the Foresail &
Mainsail are all that is material —

I hope Sir you will approve of what I have done, as I considered it necessary to
the safety of the Vessel, as she would have been unmanageable in & heavy Sea —

[NDA. Officers LB, 1802-1805.]

Extract from journal of U. 8. Frigate Constitution, Captain John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
commanding, Thursday, 9 May 1805

[Off Tripoli since 25 April 1805.] At 10 [A. M.] Discoverd 18 Gun boats under
Way in the harbour of Tn',poli
Latitude Observed 33°4’ N.

[USNA.]
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Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. 8. Navy, U. 8. Brig Vixen,
Master Commandant John Smith, U. 8§, Navy, commanding, Thursday, 9 May
1805

[Syracuse] Received from Mr. Dyson 108 lbs mutton and 24 lbs Beef, and
13 casks bread from U. 8. Frigate Esser. The Essezr came in and came to anchor
at half past 9 o’clock A. M.

[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]

To Secretary of the Navy from James Mackenzie and A. Glennie, London, England

Loxpon 10t May 1805

Sir We had the pleasure of addressing you on the 3¢ Inst!, since which we
have none of your esteemed favours, nor any remittance on account of the Navy
Department of the United States —

We have now to advise you that Comodore Samuel Barron has drawn upon us
from Malta in Twelve bills of £500 each dated 7 March last at 30 days/sight is
£6000 Stf some of which have appeared and been duly honoured, the whole will
probably come in to day

These bills in addition to what we have previously advised you increace the
Debit side of our account with the Navy Departm¢? of the United States

to the sum of L _ .. e £21255. 10. 4
And the Credit side amounts t0. - oo oo emmeeae- 3132, — -

Sterling £18123. 10. 4

which brings us under an advance of above Eighteen thousand pounds the whole
of which we must pay in thirty three days from this date and by advises from
Comodore Barron we may daily expect to be drawn upon from the Adriatic for a
considerable amount in addition to the above

We did not contemplate so heavy an Advance as this, and we are perfectly
convinced that it never was your intention that we should be in advance at all
or at most not more than £4000 or £5000 — which is no object to us, we therefore
must impute the present to your want of regular advices — from the Squadron of
their necessary demands on us, which however the Comodore should be particular
in giving you, whenever he can foresee he wants funds. —

The Agents of the British Government never accept bills or pay money without
funds in hand

[NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 2, 1805.]

Extract from journal of U, 8. Frigate Constitution, Captain John Rodgers, U. 8. Navy,
commanding, Friday, 10 May 1805
[Off Tripoli] At 6 [P. M.] the town of Tripoli bore SSE Distance 6 miles
At Y% past 8 discoverd a sail to the Eastw¢ Made sailinchace at 11 fired a
gun Brought too a Ketch from Tripoli took fifty one turks out of hir and sent
Lt Allen Mr Coale Midsh® and 12 Seamen On board of hir

[USNA.]

Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. 8. Navy, U. S. Brig Vixen,
Master Commandant John Smith, U. §. Navy, commanding, Friday, 10 May 1805

Al hands employed preparing for sea. At 3 o’clock P. M. the Constellation got
underway bound for Malta. I went on shore and brought off 50 pair shoes. At
half past 8 o’clock we got underway for Malta.

[L. F. Middlebrook, NDA copy.}

To Captain Samuel Barron, U. §. Navy, from Master Commandant Thomas
Robinson, Jr., U, 8. Navy

Venice May 11. 1805

815, The Enterprize is ready for Sea & a8 soon as I see clear of this Port two
Barks I have purchased by order of Cap. Barron I shall follow them to Ancona. —
After the difficulties Cap Blarron]. met at Trieste there was a good deal of noise
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made here out of Doors yet matters were so aranged between the Commeodore &
me that the bustle went no further, but I thought it prudent not to proceede to
fitting out & therefore judged it prudent to send these Vessels to Ancona & there
pick them up. — I am astonish’d that when Cap. B. was unsuccessfull at Trieste
he did not think of Ancona, its a Papal Port & natural Enemies to all Turks, 1
shall feel their pulse & if favorable shall consider it my duty to execute Cap. Be
part (as aranged between him & I) of your Orders to him, a Coppy of Whieh I
have — therefore you may calculate to a certainty on two Boats that will carry
2 twenty fours, & more if my exertions can obtain them in time for your oppera-
tions — I am well aprised of the difficulties you’ll labour under in wanting Gun
Boats & this will stimulate me to great exertions —

Rest asured that I will be with you in good time for Tripoli or any other attack
you may judge proper — these Boats will carry besides Guns an emence quantity
of Stores — they are 80 Tons burthen Sail well & draw but 5 feet Water in fact
they are the very dandy

[LC. JRP, Vol. 1, March 1791-Dec. 1814 ]

To Secretary of the Navy from Midshipman John D. Henley, U. §. Navy

Gux Boat Ne¢ 4 Hampton Roads May 11t 1805
Sir. I have the honour to inform you, that three days ago we dropt down to
Hampton Roads, and are ready to proceed to Sea, with the first fair Wind. Since
M:r Fox's arrival in Norfolk, I have had close Hatches made, which he informed
me, he was authorised to do. I have also had a new Bowsprit made.
Be assured Sir, that no exertions shall be left untried to join the Squadron in
the Mediterranean as soon as possible.

[NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 2, 1805.]

Extract from journal of U. 8. Frigate Constitution, Captain John Rodgers, U. 8. Navy,
commanding, Saturday, 11 May 1805

[Off Tripoli]l At ¥ past 2 [P. M.] Sent the crew of the Ketch on board & our
officers and men returned they made sail and stood to the Eastw? At 5 fresh
breezes and hazey took 2 reefs in the top sails. spoke the President

At 9 Capt? Cox came on board

Latitude Qbserved 33° 11’ N.

{USNA.]

Extract from journal of Midshipman Charles Morris, Jr., U. 8. Navy, on board
U. 8. Frigate President, Master Commandant George Cox, U. 8. Navy, commanding,
Saturday, 11 May 1805

3 [P. M.] the Town of Tripoli bore 8 W by W 7 or 8 leagues

4 Saw a Sail in company with the Constitution bearing N. N. W. made sail.
5% Spoke the Constilution Capt Rodgers, who informed us that the strange sail
was a Tunisian Cruiser from Tripoli.

8 [A. M.] Capt. Cox went on board the Constitution

Latitude Observed 33°11’ N.

Longitude Observed 13°22' E,

[Mrs. C. E. Foz original, NDA photostat.}

Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. 8. Navy, U. 8. Brig Vizen,
Zilis?)s;er Commandant John Smith, U. §. Navy, commanding, Saturdsy, 11 May
This day we had a fine breeze. Arrived at Malta and came to anchor at 3

o’clock P. M. Found there the Frigate Consiellation. Quarantined for 10 hours.

{L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.]

Extract from journal of William Eaton, U. S, Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies,
Sunday, 12 May 1805

[Derne] The enemy have been these four days endeavouring to corrupt and
bring over the people of the town.— The late Governor acting from his sanctuary
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must be considered as an active enemy, entitled to no privileges of hospitality —

The Shiek remained immovable in his resolution not to give him up. I resolved
to try an experiment of comgelling him; accordingly marched into the guarter
near him at the head of fifty Christians with bayonets, and{declared my intention
to wrest the Bey from his sanctuary. A general alarm spread through the depart-
ment “The Christians no longer respect the customs of our fathers and our laws
of hospitality!” I urged that the Bey was an outlaw; — he had forfeited his title
to protection. He had in the first instance rejected terms of amity; — had in an
insolent manner challenged me to combat; had been beaten from his post; was still
in a conquered town; & was by all the laws of war my prisoner. — But if he sought
refuge under the banners of religion to deserve its protection he should conform
himself to its injunctions and remain peaceable. — But he was actually carrying
on war against me even in his recluse — by doing which he had forfieted also the
lenity due to a prisoner. I would therefore have him dead or alive. — The
Shiek remained inflexible, The department got in motion to defend their religion
and customs.

The Bashaw Hamet apprehensive of an insurreetion, became deeply agitated.
He begged that I would suspend the execution of my attempt till tomorrow,
promising in the mean time to use his exertions to draw the Bey from the protec-
tion of the Shiek by gentle means. — I countermarched. — This night the
Shiek aided the Bey to escape to the enemy’s eamp with fifteen or sixteen Turks
in his train. —

[H. E. Huntington L&AG.)

Extract from journal of Hezekiah Loomis, Steward, U. 8. Navy, U. 8. Brig Vixen,
Master Commeandant John Smith, U. 8. Navy, commanding, Sunday, 12 May
18056

Malta Harbour. This morning received produect [pratique]
Arrived the U. 8. F. Essez. She was quarantined.
In the afternoon I went on shore to walk.

[L. F. Middlebrook. NDA copy.}

To Captain Samuel Barron, U. §. Navy, from Master Commandant Charles Stewart,
U. 8. Navy

duplicate U. 8. Bric Serin [Siren) GIBRALTAR Bay
May 132 1805

Sir Ihad the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the 6t* March on
the 1°¢ Ulte since when nothing of importance hag transpired in this Quarter— 1
was at Tangier a few days past, but Mr Simpson remains of the opinion that this
station ought not be left without one or more Vessels of War of the United States,
altho’ no appearance of hostility on the part of the Emperor has manifested itself

The Emperor’s Frigate & Brig still remain at Lisbon and have made no move-
ments whatever; the other Vessels of the Emperor are laid up in the differcnt
Ports — I cannot but lament the inactive situation a continuance on this station
places us in while there remains anything to be done off Tripoli; however I trust
we shall yet receive your orders in time to join the Squadron for effective service
against the Enemy — Yesterday arrived the Ship Ceres from Baltimore with
Provisions and stores for the Squadron and as another will shortly follow her I
have advised her being forwarded to Malta without delay —

Accounts from Algiers state that the Dey has been assaulted in his Palace and
received Fourteen different wounds with poignards of which he is since dead —
Admiral Nelson left this a few days past in pursuit of the Toulon fleet which
passed the Streights about a Month since and was joined off Cadiz by Several
Sail of the line — 6 of which were Spanish bound to America — All the papers I
possess are enclosed but no doubt you will receive much later information from
the Packages which the Store Ship brings —

P. 8. Arrived here this Morning three Sail of the line and a number of Trans-
ports with 6000 troops on board, said to be destined for Italy —

[LC. JRP, Let. & Doc., Ac. 3647, 1799-1848.]
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To Secretary of the Navy from Master Commandant John Shaw, U. 8. Navy

U 8 Fricate John Adams
Sandy Hook May 13% 1805

Sir These few days back I have been anxiously waiting a wind to proeeed to
Sea with & as I am now favored with a westerly Breeze & the Gun Boats under
my lee I hope in a few Hours to clear the land

Midshipman Hannah with ¢ Men I have been compelled to place in the Hos-
pital at Staten Island they are all very bad cases of the pluricy & it was the desided
opinion of the Surgeons that they must all die if I proceeded with them to sea.

I find the Gun Boats sail very well in coming down. I am of opinion they will
subject me to very little detention, I have supplied them with the Necessary
erews which they wanted from my ship & I hope to arrive at Gibralter in 35 days
at furthest

I Transfer the Muster roll quarter Bill and wateh List of my Crew and at all
opportunities I shall communicate the state of my ship to the Navy Office with
the movement of our enemy abroad

[NDA. MC LB, 1804-5.]

To Master Commandant Isaac Huil, U. 8. Navy, from William Eaton, U. §. Navy
Agent for the Barbary Regencies

Forr ENTERPRIZE 13t May 1805 DERNE

Sir, The Enemys Camp advanced yesterday, today we expect them on the
rear of the Town — They seem determined to try the issue of a Battle, a display
of more force on shore would be useful to us, in order to intimidate the Arabs,
who will be sure generally to attach themselves to the strongest side — if it can
possibly be done, I wish you would let our plan of a debarkation and a parade
have effect this day, send all the Marines and as many of the People as can be
spared to the Number at least one hundred, if the Schooner can come near it will
favor our Measures. — We want, Musquet Powder, Musquet Balls, Flints and
Cartridge Paper, We are destitute of Spirits and Wine. — The Cask sent off was
something more than two thirds gone, either by leakage or by theft, —

Make an Exertion I pray you to send off the Parade, requested they shall return
at your motion, le{ me repeat they will be incalculably servicable. —

Jesup Ghi Riat [or" Jusuff Gheriat

Ergeb il Sirah Ergil il Lizeh

Fornes Isgeribe Tenus is Gerbe
Ih. hag. Casgeifa Th hag basgirfa
Ibraim ben Hasin Ibraim bin Hail

Haviede il Gibreni Havedi il Gilrini
Misbid abd il Danie = Mesgud abd il Daim]

The above names comprise all the Hostages on board, except the old Cheik with
etclluivoca.l Eyes, who is to be held, the rest I request you will permit to be sent on
shore. —

The Enemy are shamefully flogged, we have collected twenty of their heads
besides those you killed, which are said to be an equal if not a greater number,
the Doctor remains till the return of the Boat to dress a few wounded among the
Bashaws People, who has behaved well, —

I hope the Weather will permit an interview tomorrow morning. —

[NDA. Isaac Hull LB, 1803-1806.]

Extract from journal of William Eaton, U. 8. Navy Agent for the Barbary Regencies,
Monday, 13 May 1805

Bee my dispatch of 15. to Commodore Barron.

[Derne] It is worthy of remark that the same Shiek of Mesreat, who had given
refuge to and aided the escape of Mustapha Bey fought him the next day, and
brought sl his people into the engagement against the enemy in favor of Hamet
Bashaw. After the battle was gained he presented himself at the Bashaw’s palace,
kissed his hand, and, seating himself before him as a subject in manner of the east,
reproached him in these manly and expressive terms. —

“I bave this day given you, I trust, an unequivocal demonstration of my
personsl attachment and fidelity. — I ought to say to you that you have not
merited it. — You would have yielded to the instances of the Christian Genersl
in violating the hospitality of my house, and of degrading the bonor of my name. —
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You should have recollected, that, not quite two years ago, you were saved in
this same asylum, and secured in your escape by the same hospitality, from the
vengeance of this very same Bey. — Had the fortune of this day gone against
you I should have suppressed thesesentimentsof reproach: asitis Ihaveacquitied
myself to my God and my conscience.”

He then renewed his oath of allegiance to the Bashaw,

[H. E. Huntington L&AG, EA 206.]

To William Higgins, U. 8. Navy Agent, Malta, from Secretary of the Navy
Nav Dert 14 May 1805

The Provision Ship Huntress Captain John Stinson having on board Stores and
provisions for the use of our Squadron in the mediterranean agreeably to invoice
and bill of lading which will be transmitted to you by Cap® Thomas Tingey has
been Ordered to proceed immediately to Malta and take your directions as to the
disposition of her Cargo — Your knowledge of the Situation of the Squadron &
your correspondence with the Commodore, will enable you to determine whether
1t will be most adviseable to land the Cargo or a part of it at Malta or tosend the
Whole to Syracuse or landing a part at malta to proceed with the residue to
Syracuse — and you will act accordingly

You will perceive by the bill of lading that about ¥ of the freight amounting
to $2000 is to be paid at the port of her last delivery — In case she should
deliver the whole of her Cargo at malta you will pay the amount of Freight
expressed in the Bill of Lading by drawing a Bill or Bills on either Mess™ Ja? Ms-
Kenzie & A. Glennie London, Mess™ Degen Purviance & Ce¢ Leghorn or Frederick
Degen Esg Naples Draw upon whichever place exchange may be the most favor-
able, and give me a particular account of each draft —

I enclose letters to Ja* MeKenzie & A Glennie London, Mess™ Degen Purviance
& Ce¢ Leghorn & Frederick Degen Esq Naples. One of which you will forward
(the one addressed to the place upon which you may draw the Other two destroy —
Should you have occasion to forward neither destroy the Whole —

[Similar letter sent to George Dyson, Syracuse.]
[NDA. GLB, Vol. 7, 1803-1805.]

To Becretary of the Navy from Lieutenant Seth Cartee, U. 5. Navy

Gux Boat Ne¢ 10, May 14, 1805

Hon. 818 Permit me to state to you my present situation and the cause of my
detention. Finding that the bowsprit first made for this vessel was too short,
I was compelled to have a new one made, which is but just fitted in, and we are
now ready for sea, and under weigh beating out. The men which Lieut. Henley
shipped for me as able seamen were sent on board the 10% of this month ten in
number, all but three of whom have declared to me that they shipped as ordinary
seamen anc are unable to do the duty of seamen, and but two can take the helm.
My Boatswain who was shipped by Mr Henley is no seaman, and is not capable
of taking charge of the deck at any time, but notwithstanding I anticipate a safe
arrival in the Mediterranean.

D. Bedinger, Esqr. will inform you more particularly concerning the bowsprit
and gib, and my misfortunes since I arrived in Norfolk. I am obliged to go to
sea with many of my sweaps rough and unfinished, but I regret most the want
of a good Boatswain, which time will not permit me to obtain.

I am, sir, your obt. humble servt.

[NDA. Misc. LB, Vol. 3, 1805.]

S8eTE CARTEE

[14 May 1805}

To Pedro Porral, empowered to act as U. 8. Navy Agent, Algeciras, from Master
Commandant Charles Stewart, U. 8. Navy
Copy
Bir You mre hereby directed and empower'd to act as Navy Agent for the
United States at the Port of Algesiras — You will therefore on ev'ry occasion
Render SBuch Service as the Commanders of the Vessels of War and others of the

Uni'ted States may require of you and in such maoner as I trust will give general
Satisfaction —
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This authority will be in force untill the pleasure of the Commander in Chief of
the Squadron in the Mediterranean is known —

Done onboard the United States Brig of War Serin on the fourteenth day of
May and in the Year One thousand, Eight hundred and Five

[LC. JRP, Vol. 1, March 1791-Dec. 1814.]

Extract from journal of Surgeon Jonathan Cowdery, U. S. Navy, 14 May 1805

[Tripoli} I received a note from capt. Bainbridge, stating the inconvenience
which the officers laboured under by being in close confinement and by breathing
unwholsome air. I spoke to the Bashaw on the subject, and humbly solicited
that our officers might be removed to the American house. The Bashaw replied,
that the war between him and my country at first was about money; but now it
was whether him or his brother should be the Bashaw; and that the Americans
had bound themselves to his brother in such a manner that it was not in their
power to make peace with him. But that his brother and the Americans were
determined to take Tripoli and take off his head. He swore by the prophet of
Mecca, that if the Americans brought his brother against him, he would burn to
death all the American prisoners except me; that my life should be spared, because
I saved the life of his child when very sick. He went off in a great passion, and
mounted his horse. His mamelukes and guard, to the number of about forty,
attended him, and they took a ride to his country palace. They returned about
sun set, and the minister of exteriour relations and the Bashaw were in private
conference.

[LC. Rare Books, American Captives tn Tripoli or Dr. Cowdery’s Journal,
Boston, 1806.}

To Captain Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, from William Eaton, U. 8. Navy Agent for
the Barbary Regencies

DErnE, KiNncpoM oF TrIPoLI,
May 15t 1805

Sir Since my dispatches of 29tk ult. and 1st instant we have been occupied
with the movements of the Enemy’s troops; who, contrary to my expectations,
advanced and gave us battle on the 13t¢ The preceding night the late Bey of
Derne, whom, I found inaccessible in his sacred asylum, escaped to their camp;
and, having gained very correct information of our number of christians, & carry-
ing with him the confidence of assurance, that the inhabitants of the place would
abandon Hamet Bashaw on the approach of Joseph’s forces, gave hope and
motion to the latter. About five in the morning they shewed themselves on the
high grounds in our rear; displayed five standards; reconnoitred us a while, and
moved down in a body, and attacked & detachment of about one hundred of
Hamets Cavalry, who were posted in ¢he rout about a mile from the town. These,
though they disputed the ground very bravely, were obliged to give way to
superiorily of numbers. The enemny pursued into the city, under a steady fire
from the Argus, and Nautilus, and the guns from our battery and field peices, and
proceeded through an irregular fire of small arms from ambuscades quite to the
Bashaws Palace. Here they met a warm reception from the musketry of the
people who were near him, and of the inhabitants who fired from their blind walls
of their houses; but they seemed resolute to get possession of the Bashaw. The
weakness of our post would not justify a sortie to his relief: and, apprehending
from the scattered, and relaxed fire of the musketry, that the day was lost to us,
I turned our guns upon the town. Very fortunately a shot from one of our nine
pounders killed two of the enemy from their horses in the court yard of the
Palace. They instantly sounded a retreat, and abandoning the town at all
quarters, were every where pursued by hamets cavalry untill they were chased
under the shot of the vessells, which galled them sorely in their flight. A little
before three p. m. every thing in the city was reduced to tranquility, and the
enemy were seen only from their heights. I am happy that this occurrence
enables me to correct an opinion I had formed from the affair of the 27th ult.
that the Bashaws people calculated too much on saving themselves: They cer-
tainly left the burthen of that day entirely to us, with which I eould not
forbear reproaching their cheif; in this engagement they exhibited intrepidity
and good conduct — By an Italian slave who escaped the enemy the succeeding
evening, and by deserters who have come in from them since, we have pretty
certain information that they lost twenty eight men killed, and fifty six wounded,
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eleven of whom are since dead. The Bashaw lost, twelve or fourteen, killed and
wounded. The enemy are again appearing on the heights; and by what we can
learn are making arrangements for another assault. As a species of defence,
they are endeavoring to collect Camels to secure their front and flanks. These
travelling breastworks, it is presumed, may be worked both ways; and may,
perhaps, be rendered useful in the transportation of our Baggage to Bengazi. —_
So soon as the issue of the next reconire is decided which will probably happen
within two or three days if at all, the Schooner will go of[f] with dispatches.
May 16 —

Last evening two officers deserted to us from the enemy, Chieks from Cape
Mensurat, who assure us that the camp are in great discen[slion. The Beys,
stung with disappointment and shame, and their Tripolitan troops, are for
hazarding another attempt on Derne. The Arabs reeruited on the march are
opposed to it — The number of Tripolitans is three hundred and fifty, well
mounted ~— of Arabs on horseback between two and three hundred, and about
three hundred bedouius, or desert Arabs, on foot. The horsemen only came into
action on the 13*¢ In this permiscuous army are included two or three hundred
fugitives from this place who fought us on the 27. ult & who now pass for Tripoli-
tans & Arabs
May 17 —

The Enemy have thrown up parapets of loose stone wall, with loop holes,
around their Camp, which is planted about three miles distant and seperated
from us by a chain of mountains, and are employed in plundering corn and forage
for their own, and the subsistance of their horses — By fugitives come in this
morning, we learn that the arabs obstinately refuse to advance again within
reach of our Cannon, or to suffer their Camels to be used as breastworks — The
Beys are embarrassed. They must make a desparate push, or a retrograde march.
Never were an enemy in so favorable a position to be attacked by & coup de main.
I can not prevail on the Bashaw's forces to attempt it: they never fight by night,
We are really too weak to force their Lines alone, and the state of the vessel does
not admit of Debarkations— It is enough to state these facts, without a comment,
to give you a sympathy in the pain we suffer under these mortifying circum-
stances. The Naufilus sails to night with this letter, and duplicates of my last. —
I beg leave to refer you to Cap® Dent, whose intelligence, collected on the spot,
and whose correct judgment will enable him to supply, circumstantially, such
information of our actual position, and future prospects, as may not be gathered
from my communications.

We shall endeavour to hold this Post untill his return, which I request you
will permit, though I ought not to conceal my apprehensions that it will be very
difficult many days without supplies: The enemy on our rear cub off, at present,
all provisions which we might otherwise draw from the country.

N. B. Bread and rice are essential articles of subsistence to us — coffee and
:ﬁgar necessa