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EUROPEAN THEATRE
From January 1, 1777, to May 31, 1777

SUMMARY

Intensified American activity at sea around the British Isles, on the
European coast and even off Africa pressured the Royal Navy to dispatch
more ships on patrol duty and expand convoy coverage. The rich linen ships
from Dublin for England were placed under convoy; a precaution which
never became necessary during the Seven Years War.,

Privateers cruising European waters were now joined by Continental
Navy vessels and ships of the Massachusetts State Navy. Prizes sent into
French ports continued to stir the diplomatic caldron. The capture which
caused the most fury was Prince of Orange, an English mail packet from
Harwich, taken by Captain Gustavus Conyngham in the Continental lugger
Surprize and brought into Dunkerque.

Insurance rates for British merchant shipping rose sharply, and
American successes prompted Benjamin Franklin to observe: “it is ex-
tremely mortifying to proud Britain that all her boasted Naval Power cannot
prevent her being insulted on her own Coasts.” :

‘All, however, was not a chain of successes. The Royal Navy’s expanded
dragnet took a heavy toll of American ships. Forton Prison at Portsmouth
and Mill Prison in Plymouth were readied to receive a large influx of rebel
seamen prisoners. George III approved issuance of letters of marque, and
to man the King's ships the press continued very hot in Britain.

The American Commissioners in Paris, Deane recently joined by Ben-
jamin Franklin and Arthur Lee, sought increased material aid from France
and Spain and urged both courts to enter into treaties of commerce and amity
with the United States, and to join the war for the mutual benefit of all. The
. Commissioners also took an active role in naval matters, issuing sailing
" orders and dispatching agents to various ports to purchase or arrange for
the construction of ships.

Great alarm and much attention was aroused by an incendiary, identified
as “John the Painter,” who had fired the rope house at Portsmouth Dock-
yard. He was apprehended and at the trial, which resulted in a guilty verdict
and hanging, he implicated Silas Deane in the plot.

On 3 April, Lieutenant General John Burgoyne sailed on board H.M.S.
Apollo for Quebec and his ultimate encounter with destiny at Saratoga.
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496 EUROPEAN THEATRE
1 Jan.

Lorp GEORGE GERMAIN TO GOVERNOR GEORGE JAMES BRUERE, BERMUDA !

[Extract]
No 2.
Sir Whitehall Ist Janry 1777

From the Account you gave of publick Transactions in the Islands under
your Governmt., in your Letters to me by Mr [Thomas] Lyttelton, and from
the Apprehensions you expressed in those Letters, of the Consequences of
such Transactions, I thought myself precluded from all Consideration of
any Civil Arrangements, in respect to which it was apparent, from what you
stated of the Temper & Disposition of the People, that any Orders or In-
structions from the King would only be exposed to Insult & Indignity.

My Attention therefore was confined to the Consideration of such
Measures as might be judged. proper for the Security of so important a
Possession; and as it appeared clearly to me that the only rational Mode of
providing for that Object would be the having a Ship of War stationed
there, I did in pursuance of the King’s Commands, signify His Majesty’s
Pleasure to the Lords of the Admty on the 6th of Janry last, that they should
send thither a Frigate or 20 Gun Ship, so soon as one could be got ready,
and on the 27th of that Month I again urged to their Lordships the Neces-
sity of carrying those Orders into Execution, acquainting thém with the
Intelligence I had recd from you, of the Defection of the Inhabitants, and
that an armed American Vessel had appeared off the Islands.

From the Inquiries I have made, respecting the Steps which have been
taken in consequence of those Orders, I have the Satisfaction to find that,
notwithstanding all the Difficulties of procuring Ships for the Variety of
Services that present themselves in the present Emergency, this Object
has not been neglected; and that there is good ground to hope that the
Steps which the Lords of the Admiralty have taken have prevented the
Rebels, in any designs they might have had, to possess themselves of the
Bermuda Islands. :

... as the Station of one of His Majestys Ships at the Bermuda Islands will
occasion an Intercourse with the Admiral Lord Howe at New York, you
will have a safe Opportunity of conveying your Letters to me; which I
desire may contain a full & particular Account of the actual State & Condi-
tion of Your Government . . .

1. PRO, Colonial Office, 37/36.

PHiLIP STEPHENS TO VICE ADMIRAL SIR JAMES DouGLAs, PORTSMOUTH !

Sir [Admiralty Office] 1st January 1777

I have received and communicated to my Lords Commrs of the Ad-
miralty your Letter of the 30t last past transmitting the State of the Case of
the 9 Prisoners as represented to you by Captain [Stair] Douglas whom he
brought home in the Squirrel and informing their Lordships that the
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Violence of the Weather and Confinement under the Situation and Case of
the American Prisoners that were brought to Spithead in the different Ships
before truly pitiable; and in return I am commanded by their Lordships to
acquaint you, that a Copy of the State of the Case of the said 9 Prisoners is
transmitted to the Earl of Suffolk 2 for the King’s information, and the
receiving His Majesty’s Pleasure requesting them; and that his Lordship is
made acquainted with what you represent relative to the pitiable situation
of the other american Prisoners abovementioned I am &c
P: S:
1. PRO, Admiralty 2/553, 381-82.

2. Lords Commissioners, Admiralty, to Lord Suffolk, January 1, 1777, PRO, State Papers, 42/50,
1-2.

PHiLIP STEPHENS TO VICE ADMIRAL CLARK GAYTON !

Sir [Admiralty Office] 1st January 1777

Having since the Letter I had the honour to write you of the 5 Septemr
last received your several Letters one of the 25 July Two of the 5th
August, Two of the 3d of September, one of the 8th of October, and one of
the 4th of November last giving an account of the proceedings of the
Squadron under your Command and having read the same as they came
to hand to my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty; I have it in command
from them to acquaint you they are pleased to approve of your said pro-
ceedings particularly in the disposition made of the Ships and Vessels with
a view to the suppressing of the insurrection intended to have been made
on the Island by the Negroes.

As to what you have represented concerning the disposal of the Gun
powder or ammunition which may be taken by the different Cruizers under
your Command their Lordships not considering it as a matter cognizable by
them, do not think fit to give any directions upon it.

Their Lordships approve of your Orders to compleat the Complement
of the Atalanta to 125 Men the same having been intended by their
Lordships They likewise approve of your having purchased a Sloop for
watering the Ships and have ordered the Navy Board to allow the sum which
has been paid for her.

Your representations with respect to the State of the Stores at Jamaica
are signified to the Navy Board for their information, and their Lordships
doubt not but every endeavour will be used not only as to the quantity but
the quality of the Stores requisite to be supplied It will occur to yourself
that the complying therewith will be attended with difficulties at this period
so many and large demands requiring to be supplied at the same time: and
on that account their Lordships trust you will order the utmost care tobe
taken in the expenditure of those which may be sent for the use of the Ships
under your Command.

The several Matters of Intelligence represented in your Letter of the
8th of October were transmitted to Lord Weymouth one of His Majesty’s
Principal Secretaries of State for His -Majesty’s Information.
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Their Lordships think it of consequence that I should acquaint you
that notwithstanding the very great number of Ships appointed to sail to
England under Convoy of the Pallas the said Ship arrived at Spithead without
bringing home one of them; And that the Squirrel has since arrived without
one of the Ships with which she was charged, Which having occasioned great
disappointments to the Merchants concerned in the said Ships Their Lord-
ships, to prevent as much as possible, the like happening in future com-
mand me to signify their direction to you to order the Captains of the Con-
voys which you may hereafter send home to be particularly careful for their
safety, keeping them together by every means in their power and on no
account to leave them on pretence of their not sailing so fast as to be able
to keep in Company their Lordships expecting that the Convoys shall in
the course of the passage accomodate their progress to the worst sailing
Ships that May be under their Care. '

Their Lordships have appointed the Druid Sloop and Kent armed
Ship to sail with the Trade from Cork for the Leeward Islands and Jamaica;
which they expect will be ready to proceed in a few days from this. The
former is directed to stop at Antigua and the latter to continue her Voyage
to Jamaica with the several Ships intended for that Island, where she is to
be employed under your Command until the first convenient opportunity
of your returning her to England with the homeward bound Trade And
their Lordships have under consideration the appointing two other Convoys
one to sail from Spithead as soon after the 20th Instant as the Weather will
permit, the other from Cork as soon after the 20th of next Month, as may
be converient. I am &c

P: S:
Vice Admiral Gayton, at Jamaica
(By the Packet the same Day)
Duplicate sent by the Packet 5 Febry

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/553, 384-87.

PHILIP STEPHENS TO VICE ADMIRAL JAMES YOUNG !

Sir : [Admiralty Office] 1st January 1777

Since the Letter 1 had the honor to write you of the 3d of October last
in answer to yours conveyed by His Majesty’s Sloop the Weazle 1 have
received a Duplicate of your Letter of 30t September (the original of which
is not yet come to hand) inclosing four Papers, and giving an account of the
proceedings of His Majesty's Ships under your Command up to that time
all which were immediately communicated to my Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty for their information. I have also received and communi-
cated to their Lordships your Letter of the 29th October with the State
and Condition of the Ships under your Command which came in your
said last mentioned Letter.

Their Lordships have appointed the Druid Sloop and Kent armed
Ship to sail with the Trade from Cork for the Leeward Islands and Jamaica
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- which they expect will be ready to proceed in a few days from this The
Kent is directed to continue her Voyage to Jamaica with the Ships intended
for that Island but the Druid is to be employed under your Command until
the first convenient opportunity of your returning her to England with
the homeward bound Trade.

From the disappointments which there have been in respect to the
arrival of the Ships in England under the Convoys appointed for them both
at Jamaica and from the Leeward Islands which disappointments have
occasioned great uneasiness to the Merchants concerned in the said Ships,
Their Lordships to prevent as much as possible the like happening in future
command me to signify their direction to you to order the Captains of the
Convoys which you may hereafter send home to be particularly careful for
their safety, keeping them together by every means in their power And on
no Account to leave them on pretence of their not sailing so fast as to be able -
to keep in Company, their Lordships expecting that the Convoys shall in
the course of the passage accomodate their progress to the worst sailing
Ships that may be under their Care.

Their Lordships have under consideration the appointing two other
Convoys One to sail from Spithead as soon after the 20th Instant as the
Weather will permit, the other from Cork as soon after the 20th of next
Month as may be convenient. 1am &c

P: S:
P.S. What you mention in your Letters abovementioned respecting the
Pomona gives their Lordships great pain for her safety as Admiral Gayton
takes no notice of her in his Letter of the 4th November.
Vice Admiral Young, at Antigua

(By the Packet same Day)
Duplicate sent 5 Feby

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/553, 387-89.

Public Advertiser, WEDNESDAY, jANUARY’ 1, 1777

London [January 1].

Dr. Franklin’s Privateer, in her Passage to Nantz, made Prizes of two
British Merchantmen. The Conduct of the Court of France, respecting the
Restitution of these Vessels to the proper Owners, will be a better Comment
on their political System, than all the flimsy Colourings of a deceived and
deceiving Ministry !

A Vessel belonging to Bristol has been brought into Bilboa, by an
American Privateer; and as the Yankees attempted to sell the Cargo in the
Name of her own Captain, this naturally induced the Master and Mates of
another Ship in the Port, belonging to the same Owners, to go on board,
in order to see their Townsmen and Friends; but none of their Acquaintance
appearing, the true State of the Case was soon discovered. Information was
immediately given to the British Consul, who wrote to Lord Grantham at
Madrid; and the Event of his Application to the Spanish Ministry, in
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Behalf of the Owners, will be a sufficient Test of the Dispositions of that
Nation.

The Success of the first Qutset of Privateers from the Provincials, had
raised such a Spirit among them, that Hands were soon found to man the
Vessels; but now the King’s Ships have taken a few of them, they begin to

_relax greatly of their piratical Scheme, and seem .contented with what they
have already got.

1. Continental Navy brig Reprisal, Captain Lambert Wickes, took the brigs George and Vine.
See Volume 7.

Mercure De France — FEBRUARY 1777
From London, January 1 [1777]

Despite the fact that all orders for Impressment have been executed
punctually, more than three thousand sailors are lacking for the most
pressing needs of service at sea. In the port of Yarmouth more than forty
merchant vessels are held up due to the impossibility of filling crew comple-
ments because of forced enlistments for war vessels the number of im-
pressed sailors only amounts to 4750, good and bad.

SiLAs DEANE TO VERGENNES! _
' Paris Ist Jany 1777
May it please your Excellency

pursuant to the encouragement given me by your Excellency at the
first, & subsequent interviews I had the honor of having with your Ex-
cellency I had engaged a Number of Brass Cannon thro. the agency of
Mr Beaumarchais, & had the same transported to different ports in the
Kingdom of France, & Vessels engaged for the transporting the same to the
place of their destination, having thus farr succeeded I dispatch’d Letters
to my Constituents informing them of my proceeding and that they might
rely on the supplies I had thus engaged. These Stores I am now informed
are detained by Order from Court on which I have to entreat your Excellency
that in Case they will be permitted to be shipped at all, they may not be
stopp’d any longer, as the Vessels expence is very great & the disappointment
should they not arrive in Season absolutely irreparable. I have the
misfortune of being confined to my Chamber by a slight Fever or I should
in person have sollicited your Favors in this. Affair. This is a brief % just
stating of the Facts as farr as I have been concerned. if these Articles may
be permitted to be shipped, your Excellency may depend that your directions
as to the port from whence, & the manner in Which they shall be sent shall
be most exactly attended to.2 I have the honor to be with the most profound

respect Your Excellency’s [&c.] :
Silas Deane

1. AMAE, Correspondance Politique, Etats Unis, vol. 2, 5-6, LC Photocopy.
2. Lord Stormont concluded that “Beaumarchais’ Indiscretions” had caused the ships to be de-
tained. Stormont to Weymouth, January 1, 1777, PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 18.
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LorDp STORMONT TO LorD WEYMOUTH !

Secret
Nol
My Lord Paris Jany 1st 1777
I inclose a duplicate, of my Letter by Lord Fitzwilliam, least by any
Accident, He should have been detained upon the Road.

I have received, through a Secret Channel, the following Intelligence,
which I can by no means warrant, but think it deserves some degree of
Attention.

Doctor Franklin certainly was at Versailles soon after his Arrival here,
(some accounts Say, that he stopped there in his Way to Paris, and staid
several Hours) He did not see any of the Ministers, but had a Secret
Interview with the youngest M Gerard, who I suppose was chose, on account
of his speaking English: The Interview was in the Depot des Archives.

Franklin gave him a Memorial, the Substance of which, was as foliows:
To Demand a formal Guarantee, of the Independence of the Colonies, this
Guarantee to be given by the whole House of Bourbon.

To offer on the part of the Colonies, any Treaty of Commerce, that should
be thought most advantageous, to their several Dominions.

To propose, that the Colonies shall engage, never to enter into any Treaty,
or agreement, with Great Britain, nor accept any proposals from Her, How
advantageous so ever; Besides this, the Colonies in case of a War with
England, offer to assist the House of Bourbon, with their whole force, in the
prosecution of that War, and leave it to them, to determine, in what Manner
this force is to be employed.

The Colonies demand, in return for this offer, the immediate Assistance of
France, and Spain, in the present Emergency, they ask fifteen Ships of the
Line, and twenty frigates, and promise as soon as their Independency is
established, to pay fifty thousand Pounds Sterling, as an acknowledgement
for this Assistance.

such, I am told, is the Substance of this Memorial. After perusing it.
the french Ministers sent a verbal answer, through the same M Gerard, to
this Effect. His Most Cn Majesty being determined, to give his principal
Attention, to the Reestablishment of his Finances, and the improvement,
of the internal Government of his Dominions, in all its several Branches,
cannot think of entering into a War; He will however, be disposed to
listen to the proposals of the Colonies, and Second their views, when they
have given more Consistency and stability, to the Independence they have
assumed, but in the present moment, unless I’Angleterre contre toute Attente
lui declare la Guerre, he can only give Refuge, and Protection to such In-
dividuals, as chuse to come into his Dominions, but is determined, to take
no part whatever in this Contest, but continue to observe the Strictest Neu-
trality.

This answer seems to me My Lord, the more probable, as it falls in with
the present Intentions, and Designs of this Court, which as far as I can
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judge, are not to take the Americans by the Hand, till they appear able to
defend themselves better than they have hitherto done.

Franklin, who came back from Versailles, much dissatisfied, has since
that time, made several endeavours, to be admitted to see M de Vergennes,
and I strongly suspect, did see him on Saturday last [December 28], I know
at least, that He, and Dean, went to Versailles that day. M de Vergennes
has affected to say, to several Persons, of late, that it would be impossible
for him to refuse to see Mr Franklin, as it was a General Rule with Ministers,
to see and hear everybody. Franklin who is much at home, is, I am told,
frequently visited by different Persons of the Choiseul Party, but particu-
larly by M de Shainville. The Duke of Choiseul, Franklin, and Deane, met
on Monday Evening, at a Ladys House of my acquaintance, and I am much
inclined to believe, that the Meeting was not Accidental. It is certain, that
the Choiseul Party take Franklin by the Hand, openly espouse the cause of
the Rebels, and Rail, in all companies, at the Weakness of the present french
Ministers, who say they lose such an opportunity, of giving the Natural
Rival, and enemy of France, a Mortal Blow. Your Lordship sees that by
this Means, Franklin will become an Instrument of Faction, which I hope
will rather obstruct, than facilitate his Negotiations. The language he Af-
fects to hold, to his intimates, is, that He accepted this Commission very
unwillingly, that he told the Congress, that all he could do, was to go to
France, and die there in their Service, that the stuff was almost worn out,
but that the last thread of it was at their Disposal. I purposely repeat all
this, to shew your Lordship, the Cantering Tone he assumes.

I cannot yet pretend to form any decisive Judgement, as to his success:
My poor opinion is, that the present French Ministers wish to wound, but are
afraid to strike, and tho the offers he makes, may tempt them, they will
think twice, before they expose themselves, and their Country, to the Hazard
of an unnecessary War; however this may be, I am persuaded, that it is on
our constant Vigilance, at Home, and uninterrupted Success in America,
that the Continuance of the public Tranquillity, must ultimately depend.

I am with the greatest Truth and Respect My Lord [&c.]

Stormont.
1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 1-3.
Lorp STORMONT TO LORD WEYMOUTH !
[Extract]
No 2) ‘ Paris Jany 1. 1777

Two American Privateers, have put into Blaye near Bourdeaux, and
desired to purchase Ammunition, which I am told has been refused them.

I have received a letter from Mr Delamain, one of the proprietors, of
an English Vessel, called the Vine, which as I have already informed Your
Lordship, was taken by an American Privateer.2 He tells me, that He
cannot learn where his ship is, but is informed, that the Americans have
unloaded her, taken part of her Cargo on board their own Ship, and dis-
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posed of the Remainder, along the Coast of france, without Attendmg to any
form of Justice, or Legal Condemnatlon
I am with the greatest Truth, and Respect, My Lord [&c.] _
Stormont.

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 5-6.
2. Taken by Continental Navy brig Reprisal, not by a privateer.

2 Jan.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO LORD MULGRAVE !

By &c.

Your Lordship is hereby required and directed to put to Sea in the
Ship you command, with the very first opportunity of Wind and Weather,
and proceed off Cape Ortegal, and very diligently cruize from thence to
Cape Finisterre for the protection of the Trade of His Majesty’s Subjects,
and to intercept, seize, or destroy any Cruizers or other Vessels belonging
to the Rebellious Colonies of No America, which you may be able to come
up with.

Your Lordship is to continue upon the above Station for the space of
one month, after you arrive upon it, and then to return to Spithead, and
remain there until further Order. Given &c the 2d January 1777.

Rt Honble Lord Mulgrave 2 — Ardent — Spithead. Sandwich
By &c J. Buller
P S. H. Palliser

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 142-43.
2. Constantine John Phipps, Lord Mulgrave.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO CAPTAIN SAMUEL MARSHALL, R.N.1

By &c.

You are hereby required and directed to put to Sea in the Ship you
command, with the very first Opportunity of Wind and Weather, and make
the best of your Way off Cape Finisterre, and from thence to the Rock of
Lisbon; between which Places you are to cruize very diligently for the Pro-
tection of the Trade of His Majesty’s Subjects, and to use your best en-
deavours to take, or destroy, any Cruizers or other Vessels belonging to the
Rebellious Colonies in No America, which you may be able to come up with.

You are to continue, upon the above Station, for one Month after your
arrival thereupon, and then go into Lisbon to recruit the Ship’s Water, and
to enquire for Orders; And not finding any there to the contrary, you are
to return and cruize, for the Space of one Month longer, upon the said
Station, and for the said purpose, and then return to Plymouth Sound, &
wait there for further Orders, sending Us an Account of your arrival and
proceedings. Given &c the 2d January 1777.

Capn Marshall — Arethusa — Spithead. Sandwich.
By &c J. Buller.
PS. H. Palliser.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 14344
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Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO CAPTAIN RoBERT LiNzEE, R.N.1

: , By &c.

Whereas we intend that the Ship you command shall convoy the Trade
bound to Spain, Portugal and the Mediterranean; You are hereby required
and directed so soon after the 6th instant; as the Wind shall have been fair
for 24 Hours to bring Ships from the Downes, to make enquiry for and take
under your Convoy all such of the said Trade as may be assembled and ready
to sail, and putting to Sea with the very first opportunity of Wind and
Weather, proceed with them towards the places of their respective desti-
nations; And, having seen into Oporto, Lisbon, and Cadiz, such of the said
Trade as may be bound to those Ports, & to Gibralter, such as may be bound
up the Mediterranean, You are to complete the Provisions & Stores of the
Ship you command at Gibralter with all possible dispatch, and then make
the best of your way to Newfoundland, (taking care not to convey thither
any Seamen or other Persons, but such as belong to the Ship you command,}
and passing over the Grand Bank in the Latitude 46° : 30” use your best
endeavours to take or destroy any Ships or Vessels belonging to the Rebellious
Colonies of No America which may happen to be on that Bank, either for
the purpose of fishing or trading, or annoying and disturbing the Fishery
carrying on there by His Majesty’s other Subjects; and then making the
Land about Cape Race, run up to the Northward as high as St John’s,
calling at the several Ports on that Coast for the Protection of the Fisheries
and Trade of His Majesty’s said Subjects, and to give them any Assistance
they may stand in need of; And having so done, You are to continue to
Cruize between St John’s and Cape Race, using your utmost diligence to
protect and defend the fisheries carrying on by His Majesty’s said Subjects
within that Station; and to take or destroy any Ships or Vessels belonging
to the aforesaid Rebellious Colonies, or any other Piratical Ships or Vessels,
which may be found within the above Limits, or in the Neighbourhood
thereof; And in the execution of that Service to observe the following In-
structions. Vizt

Ist i

You are agreeable to an Act of Parliament of the 10th and l1th Years
of King William the 3d Entitled an Act to encourage the Trade to New-
foundland of which you will receive herewith; to be aiding & assisting to
the Admirals, Vice Admirals and Rear Admirals, of the respective Ports
and Harbours of Newfoundland, from time to time, as need shall require
in preserving the Peace and good Government among the Seamen and
Fishermen, and in apprehending Offenders.

2d

You are not to lend any of your Ship’s Company to any of the Fishing
Ships, neither are you to suffer to be taken on board her any sort of Fish
either by way of Merchandize, Freight or otherwise, excepting what shall
be necessary for the use and spending of her Company.
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3d

And, Whereas the Lords Commissrs for Trade and Plantdtions have
represented to Us, that it is very prejudicial to this Kingdom that the Fishing
Ships do not bring home from Newfound Land the Complement of Men
they carry out, many of them being enticed away to New England, and others
left in the Couniry; And for that reason have desired that it might be sig-
nified to the Masters of all British Ships at Newfound Land, that they take
care to bring home the number of Men they carry out, (except in case of
death,) for that otherwise they will be prosecuted at their return; You
are to let the Masters know the same accordingly; And to use your best
endeavours to oblige them thereto, as far as in you lies.

4th

And, whereas no Foreign Ships or Vessels whatever, (except as is
herein after excepted) have any right to fish at, or about Newfound-Land,
and the Commanders of the Ships of War bound as Convoy thither have,
at all times past, been directed not to allow of their fishing in those parts;
it is therefore His Majesty’s Pleasure, that you take especial care to prevent
the Same, and that His Orders given herein be strictly complied with; And
if you shall meet with any foreign Ships fishing at or about Newfound-Land,
You are to oblige them to desist and depart from oft the Coast; excepting
Ships and Vessels belonging to the Subjects of His Most Christian Majesty,
fishing agreeable to the 13th Article of the Treaty of Peace concluded with
France at Utrecht in the Year 1713, and to the 4th hth & 6th Articles of the
Treaty of Peace concluded at Paris the 10th Day of February 1763. Coptes
of which you will receive herewith. Given &c the 2d January 1777.

Captn Linzee - Surprize - Portsmouth. Sandwich.
By &c. J. Buller.
PS. H. Palliser.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 145-49.

Public Advertiser, THURSDAY, JANUARY 2, 1777

Londen [January 2).

As an Instance how far the Americans are strenuous to become a naval
Power, we have certain Accounts that seventeen Ships, from ten to twenty-
six Guns, have been built at Rhode Island only in the Course of two Years.

CAprTAIN WiLLiaAM CorRNWALLIS, R.N., To THE COMMISSIONERS OF
THE BrITISH NAVY BOARD?

Gentl Isis  [Portsmouth harbor] 2d Jany 1777

I have received your letter dated 30th of Last Month objecting to the
expence of Stores supplied to the Mary American Schooner by His Majesty’s
Ship Pallas late under my Command -

I beg leave to acquaint you that I was ordered by the Admiralty last
year to seize all Vessels belonging to the Colonies that were in rebellion, to
prevent their carrying Powder & Arms to America taking all such Vessels



JANUARY 1777 507

with me to Jamaica Where I was to deliver them up to the Adml They were
not at that time Looked upon in the Light of Prizes, The Mary was ab-
solutely in Want of these Stores to enable her to proceed with me down the
Coast & to Jamaica There were none to be purchased upon the Coast of
Africa, indeed if their had I do not see that it was my business to put myself
to any expence in executing my Orders which if they had not been for the
good of the Kings Service I should not have received I am Sure it could be
of no service to me as the Vessel would not have paid her Condemnation if
she had arived safe at Port Royal but she was very capable of Carrying
Arms and Powder to the Rebels.

Tho’ this expence may not be according to rule, I flatter myself the
board will see the Necessity of it. I did not chuse to expend the Stores
in any other Way as I wish allway to stick as much to truth as possible On
these Occasions I am [&c.]

W. Cornwallis

1. Captain William Cornwallis’ Letter Book, 6-7, NYHS.

3 Jan.

ARTHUR LEE TO THE COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE !

Gentlemen — Paris January 3d 1777

I had the honor of receiving your favors, announcing to me my appoint-
ment as one of the Commissioners from the Congress of the united States of
America.

I cannot express how greatly I am oblig’d to that most respectable Body,
for giving me an opportunity of showing how much I prefer the service
of my Country & of her present cause to every other pursuit & situation in
life.

I had the happiness of joining Dr Franklin and Mr Dean, the day after
the arrival, of the former at this place. We have employ’d every moment
in preparing the way for fulfilling the purposes of our mission. It is
impossible to say yet, in what degree we shall be able to accomplish our
instructions & our wishes.

The politicks of this Court are in a kind of trembling hesitation. It is
in consequence of this, that the promises which were made to me by the
french Agent in London, & which I stated to you by Mr Storey & others,
have not been entirely fulfilled. The changing [of] the mode of conveying
what they promised, was settled with Mr Dean, whom Monsr Hortalez or
Beaumarchais found here upon his return from London, & with whom
therefore all the arrangements were afterwards made.

I hope you will have receiv'd some of the Supplies, long before this
reaches you. Infinitely short as they are of what was promis’d in quantity,
quality & time, I trust they will be of very material service in the operations
of the next campaign. It.is that, to use the words of our arch-enemy, to
which we must look forward; & no exertions in preparing for it, can be too
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great, because the events of it must be very decisive. I have the honor
of being &c.
Arthur Lee

1. Papers CC (Letters from Arthur Lee, 1776-1780), 83, vol. 1, 27-30, NA.
4 Jan.

London Chronicle, THURSDAY, JANUARY 2 TO SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 1777

[London] Saturday, Jan. 4.

Letters from Halifax gave an account of the Milford frigate having
brought three prizes into that port in one week.

The Friendship, Broomstone, a victualler from Corke to New York,
is taken by the rebels, and carried into Connecticut.

A new ship from Baltimore, loaded with 500 tons of corn, is taken by
the Olive Branch, Miller, and two other victuallers, and carried into New
York.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO THE COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE !

Gentlemen, Paris Jan. 4. 1777.

I arrived here about two weeks Since, where I found Mr Deane. Mr
Lee has since join’d us from London. We have had an Audience of the
Minister, Count de Vergennes, and were respectfully receiv’d. We left for
his Consideration a Sketch of the propos’d Treaty. We are to wait upon
him tomorrow with a strong Memorial requesting the Aids mentioned in
our Instructions. By this Advice, we have had an Interview with the Spanish
Ambassador, Count d’Aranda, who seems well dispos’d towards us, and will
forward Copies of our Memorials to his Court, which will act, he says, in
perfect Concert with this. Their Fleets are said to be in fine Order, mann’d
and fit for Sea. The Cry of this Nation is for us; but the Court it is
thought views an approaching War with Reluctance. The Press continues
in England. As soon as we can receive a positive Answer from these Courts

we shall dispatch an Express with it. I am, gentlemen, &c.
‘ B Franklin

1. Papers CC (Letters from Benjamin Franklin, 1776-88), 82, vol. 1, 13, NA.

5 Jan. (Sunday)

AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE TO VERGENNES *
' [Paris]

The Congress, the better to defend their Coasts, protect their Trade
and drive off the Enemy, have instructed us to apply to France for 8 Ships
of the Line, compleatly mann[e]d, the Expence of which they will undertake
to pay. As other Princes of Europe are lending or hiring their Troops to
Britain against America, it is apprehended that France may, if she thinks
fit, afford our Independant States the same kind of Aid, without giving
England just Cause of complaint. But if England should on that Account
declare War we conceive that by the United Force of France, Spain and
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America, she will lose all her Possessions in the West Indies, much the
greatest Part of that Commerce which has rendered her so opulent, and be
reduced to. that State of Weakness and Humiliation, which she has by her
Perfidy, her Insolence, and her Cruelty both in the East and West, so justly
merited.

We are also instructed to solicit the Court of France for an immediate
Supply of twenty or thirty Thousand Muskets and Bayonets, and a large
Quantity of Ammunition and brass Field Pieces, to be sent under Con-
voy. The United States engage for the Payment of the Arms, Artillery
and Ammunition and to defray the Expence of the Convoy. This Appli-
cation is now become the more necessary, as the private purchase made by
Mr Deane of those Articles, is rendered ineffectual by an order forbidding
their Exportation.

We also beg it may be particularly considered, that while the English
are Masters of the American Seas, and can, without Fear of Interruption
transport with such Ease their Army from one Part of our extensive Coasts to
another and we can only meet them by Land Marches, we may possibly
unless some powerfull aid is given us or some strong Diversion made in our
Favour, be so harrased, and put to such immense Expence, as that finally
our People will find themselves reduced to the Necessity of ending the War
by an Accommodation. —

The Courts of France and Spain may rely with the fullest Confidence,
that whatever Stipulations are made by us in case of granting such Aid,
will be ratified and punctually fulfilled by the Congress, who are determined
to found their future Character, with regard to Justice and Fidelity, on a
full and perfect Performance of all their present Engagements

North America now offers to France and Spain her Amity and Com-
merce. She is also ready to guarantee in the firmest manner to those
Nations all their present Possessions in the West Indies, as well as those
they shall acquire from the Enemy in a War that may be consequential of
such Assistance as she requests. The Interests of the three Nations are the
same. The Opportumty of cementmg them, and of securing all the Ad-
vantages of that Commerce which in Time will be immense, now presents
itself. If neglected, it may never again return. And we cannot help
suggesting that a considerable Delay may be attended with fatal Con-
sequences.

[N. B.] Signd by the Commlssmners & presente[d] to Count Vergennes,
thro Mr Gerard Jany 5th 1777. A. Lee

1. Lee Family Papers, 1742-1795, UVL. '

6 Jan.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS; ADMIRALTY, TO LIEUTENANT RicHARD PHiLIP
SHEWEN, R.N. 1"
By &c.
Whereas we intend that you shall be employed to procure Men at
Haverfordwest and in the Neighbourhood thereof for his Majesty’s Fleet,
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and you will receive herewith a Press Warrant accompanied with printed
Instructions for your guidance; You are hereby required and directed to
repair forthwith to that Place and, in the execution of the said Service to
observe the following Instructions, Vizt
Ist
You are (agreeable to the 14th Article of the abovementioned printed
Instructions) to open a Rendezvous, to cause Invitation Bills to be printed
and stuck up; to enter Voluntier Seamen and Landmen of the Ages and
Abilities therein mentioned; and to impress such Persons described in the
Press Warrant as will not enter Voluntarily; applying to the Chief Magistrate
for his assistance; behaving (and ordering those employed under you to
behave) with proper respect to him and to all other Civil Magistrates; and
doing every thing in your power, consisting with the well executing the
Service hereby entrusted to your Management to cultivate a good under-
standing with them, and to give no just cause of complaint; And you are to
receive all such Seamen fit for His Majesty’s Service, as shall be brought or
sent to you by the Civil Officers or the Officers of the Vice Admirals of the
Maritime Counties; giving to the Persons who bring them the Certificates
required by the 13th Article of the said Instructions.
2d
You are to procure two Petty Officers to assist you in carrying on the
Service; and, if they are not borne for Wages on board any of His Majesty’s
Ships or Vessels, You are to pay them the Wages, directed by the 14th
Article of the abovementioned Instructions.
3d
The better to enable you to carry on the Service, you are to form a Gang
out of such Voluntiers as may offer, or, til Voluntiers offer, to hire a sufficient
Number of Land-men for that purpose; paying the hired Men one Shilling
and six Pence a day each for Wages, during-such time only as it may be
necessary to employ them, but you are to take care that such Gang doth
not consist of more Men than may be sufficient for the Service on which
you employ them; And that the Number of Men doth not, on any
Account, exceed twelve (exclusive of Petty Officers) unless you receive
particular Orders from Us to the contrary.
4th
You are to make such Allowances for subsistence to each of the Petty
Officers employed under you, And also to the several Persons composing
your Gang, and to the new raised Men, as are specified in the 14th Article
abovementioned; And to pay them such travelling Charges and Conduct
Money, also specified in that Article, as they may be respectively entitled to.
5th
You will herewith receive one of His Majesty’s Proclamations dated
the 25th of October last, promising the Bounties therein mention’'d to
Voluntier Seamen who should enter into His Majesty’s Service on or before
the 31st of last Month; And also another dated the 8th Novr last promising
the Records therein mentioned to Persons who should discover Seamen
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who might secrete themselves, so that such Seamen might be taken into
His Majesty’s Service, on, or before the said 31st December together with
Twelve of His Majesty’s Orders in Council of the 20th of last Month, con-
tinuing the said Bounties and Rewards to the 28th of next Month, which
you are to make as public as possible, And to receive such Voluntiers fit
for the Service as shall offer; And you are to give the Certificates, directed
by the last of those Proclamations, to such Persons as shall discover Seamen
who, in consequence of such discovery may be accordingly taken by you, or
those employed under you into His Majesty’s Service.

6th
You are from time to time to send the Men whom you shall procure,
on board the Wolf Sloop, or any other Ship; Vessel or Tender of His
Majesty’s that may be in Milford Haven, that they may be carried to
Portsmouth or Plymouth, agreeable to the Orders her Commander may be
under; But, if there shall be none of His Majesty’s Ships, Vessels or Tenders
in Milford Haven, you are to get the Prest Men secured as directed by the
5th part of the 14th Article abovementioned, until you shall have an op-
portunity of sending them on board as above directed; taking particular
care to send with them a List of their Names &c. as directed by the said
Article.
7th
You are to draw upon the Navy Board from time to time for such
Money as you may have occasion for to carry on the Service, always taking
regular Vouchers for whatever Sums you may pay; keeping exact Accounts
of all your disbursements; sending them to the Navy Board Mont[h]ly; and
delivering or causing to be delivered to that Board (when the Service shall
be over) a general Account thereof, in the manner directed by the said
14th Article.
8th
You are not to fail to send to our Secretary, every Week so as to arrive
at this Office on a Monday an Account under your own hand (as directed
by the said 14th Article) of the number of Men procured.
9th
And for your trouble and pains in the execution of the above Service
you will have an Allowance of 5 Shillings a Day (being the Pay of a Lieuten-
ant of a 1st Rate) to be paid you by Bill; besides two Shillings and Nine
Pence a day for Subsistence, and nine Pence p Mile travelling Charges for
your Journey to and from Haverfordwest, as specified in the 14th Article
of the said printed Instructions; which Subsistence Money and Travelling
Charges, you are to charge in your Account of Disbursements. Given &c the
6th January 1777. :
Lieut Richd Philip Shewen Sandwich.

at Pater Church near. Pembroke. J. Buller.
By &c PS. H. Palliser.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 156-61.
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Public Advertiser, MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 1777

London [January 6].

Two Men of War are ordered from Portsmouth with the greatest Ex-
pedition to cruise off the Coast of Ireland, it being asserted as a Fact, that
two American Privateers have for several Days, previous to the Accounts
being sent to England to Government, been hovering off the Coast, as it is
thought to intercept the Transports lading there with Provisions, &c. for
General Howe.

SiLas DEANE To BEAUMARCHAIS !

[Extract] :
Sir Paris, Jan'y 6th 1777 -

I received yours of last Evening and should have waited on you this
Morning but for a Violent cold attended with a slight Fever which confines
Me to my Chamber. I had before the receipt of Yours the disagreeable
Intelligence of the Return of the Amphitrite into L’Orient and of the orders
from Court forbidding her or any other of the Vessels to proceed to
America. Your Chagrin and vexation on this Event, cannot exceed
mine. We must not however despair in a Cause the magnitude, as well as
critical Situation of which calls for Our utmost Efforts, and will justify
Us in running almost any risque to get out the Supplies now ready, &
without which America must suffer extremely, if not be forced to submit. In
answer to yours of this morning, I have to inform you the joint Commission
(17th Decr) from Congress to my Colleagues & Me does not supercede or
interfere in the least with my former Commission & Instructions to purchase
& send out Stores and Merchandize to America; and my Colleagues will not
intermeddle in the Engagements taken by Me previous to their Arrival. The
whole therefore of this Affair remains in the state it was at first, and it lyes
solely on Us to take the best Measures in Our power to get the Shipps to Sea
with the Stores, as soon as possible. The Cargo of the Amphitrite alone
would be a Capital Supply in the present destitute situation of Our Army
in America. I still hope, that as soon as the Noise occasioned principally
by some of the Officers returned in the Amphitrite shall have subsided, this
Ship may again be got to Sea. . . .

1. Silas Deane Papers, ConnHS.
7 Jan.

SiLAs DEANE To CONRAD ALEXANDRE GERARD !

Sir Paris Jany 7th 1777
On my returning to Paris & informing my Agent that the Counter
orders were taken off, & that the Cannon might be imbarked I was informed
that Monsr Sartine would not permit them to be shipp’d but in American
Vessels, You will remember I told You that I had procured French Vessels,
who would clear out as if bound for St Domingo to which I understood there
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would be no Objection — as every delay is in a greater or less degree fatal to
the American Cause. I must intreat that the Orders may be explicit on this
subject — American Vessels cannot be procured if they could, the risque
would be too great whilst There is none in French Vessels on this Coast,
& but little in America.

I have not received the letters You did me the honor of writing to me
some Days since but Your Answer to this will be delivered safe by the bearer,
& I wish a Copy of the Order or permission, respecting the Embarkation may
be inclosed which will prevent a possibility of Doubt. The season Advances
& I am extremely impatient to despatch these Stores on which so much
Depends. 1 have the honor to be with the most profound respect, Sir [&c.]-

S Deane

1. AMAE, Correspondance Politique, Etats Unis, vol. 2, 42, LC Photocopy.
8 Jan.

Lorp SurroLk TO LorRpS COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY 1

My Lords, St James’s, Jany 8th 1777.

Having submitted to The King Your Lordships Letter of the 1st, and
Mr Stephens’s of the 7th Inst, respecting the Nine American Prisoners
brought into the Harbour of Portsmouth, by Capt [Stair] Douglas of the
Squirrel, I am to signify to Your Lordships His Majesty’s Commands, that
these People be detained in safe Custody, as was directed in my Letter of the
2d Decr, with regard to the Men brought home in the Pallas; excepting only,
in’ this Instance, Peter Burk, the Negro, whom it is His Majesty’s Pleasure,
that Your Lordships direct to be set at Liberty. I am &c:

Suffolk.
1. PRO, Foreign Office, 95/355, 309-10.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO CHARLES NEWMAN !

By &c.
Whereas we have signed a Commission appointing you Master and
Commander of the Swallow Pacquet Boat; You are hereby required and
directed not to hoist any other Colours worn in His Majesty’s Fleet,
besides a Red Ensign, Jack and Pendant on board the said Pacquet Boat,
at any time, or, on any Account. Given &c. the 8th January 1777.
Sandwich. J. Buller. H. Palliser.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 171.

THOMAS ERSKINE TO LORD SUFFOLK !

No 8 -
My Lord Gothenburg 8th January 1777.

I beg leave to refer to what I had the honour of writing your Lordship
the 28th Ulto — The Memorial I gave in to our Governor concerning the
American at Marstrand, Occasion’d his Writing to the Commandant
there, In Answer he sent in the Vessells Hamburg Pass, of which I Inclose
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a Copy, the Owner therein Named is a Brittainer. — the Commandant &
Burgomr of Marstrand granted the American evry Indulgence —- On receiving
Letters from Stockholm & this place concerning him, they immediatly ac-
quainted him & Advised him to make haste to get away; they allow’d him
to take on board a good part of his Cargo without entering it at the Custom-
house & I am pretty certain that a few days before he saild, he got some
Powder from the Garrison - he again Quarreled with his Hamburg Master
& discharged him — in his place he Inserted in the Pass the Name of John
Kiver as Master; he cleared out for Lisbon — the Cargo not being regularly
entered at the Customhouse, I have not got to know it exactly, but consists
nearly of 500 Centner Powder, some Casks of Sulphur, a few firelocks, a
parcell of flints, some Whalebone & five Boxes of Teas — she was cleared out
the 3d in geting underway the Pilot run her on a Rock, but she got off,
& Sail’d the 4th — I am very sorry that all my endeavours could not detain
this Enemy to my Country — I hope he never will reach the Seat of Rebel-
lion — I shall have the honour to transmit soon an Abstract of our Exports
for the past year — '
I am with all possible Respect My Lord [&c.]
Tho® Erskine.

1. PRO, State Papers, 95/127.

Lorp STORMONT TO LORD WEYMOUTH !

[Extract]
Secret No b Paris Jany 8th 1776 [1777]

. .. I told him,? which is true, that I have intelligence from America,
which says, that Franklin is come with his Pocket full of Letters of Marque,
and that his Intention is to engage french Ships, fitt those Ships with Men
of this Country, and by putting an American or two on board, and giving
Lettres de Marque try to make these Vessels pass for American Privateers. 1
spoke of this as a wild, and Extravagant Idea, the Execution of which, would
never be suffered here, M de Vergennes answered with great seeming
openess, that what Franklin had, or had not brought, He could not pretend
to say. Je n’ai pas fouille dans ses Portefeuilles, But this I can Say, that if he

has such Letters, he never will make use of them here, upon a thing of this
Nature, I have no occasion to wait to take the King my Masters Pleasure,
I can answer you at once, and in the most positive Manner, from what I
know of his Majestys fixt Resolution, which is not to suffer, any Armament,
or Enrollement whatever, to be made in his Dominions, in favour of the
Americans. '

According to the last Accounts, 1 have seen from Toulon, there are
there, Eighteen Ships of the Line, which have got in their lower Masts,
and lower standing Rigging. Three seventy four Gun ships, are careened,
and the others are to be so, two at a time. According to these accounts,
There is no Stoppage of sailors, nor any extraordinary hands employed at
Toulon. Most of the above mentioned Ships, are represented to be my
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Lord, as being in a very bad Condition, and such as we should think, almost
unfit for service.

I am told that M d’Estaing, is going to Brest, not to take the Command
of the fleet, but to quicken the Preparations. The general opinion of
the Navy is, that M du Chaffaults fleet will not put to sea this Winter,
if it sails at all.

I acquainted M de Vergennes yesterday, with what I mentioned to
your Lordship last week, viz that the proprietor of the ship the Vine,
does not know what is become of her, but say[s] that part of the Cargoe has
been sold along the french Coast. M de Vergennes answered, if there
has been such a sale, it must have been Clandestinely, and en fraude, and
certainly was not authorized, by any judicial proceeding. according to the
best Information I have been able to get, the Cargoes of the two Vessels
Franklin took, have been sold in the like Clandestine manner, but I do
not find, that the ships have been brought into any Port of France.

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 22-27.
2. Vergennes.

9 Jan.

“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CORKE, Jan. 971

We have just received advice from Beerhaven that two boats, from two
American privateers, had come on shore there, armed, but that they had not
offered any violence to the inhabitants, but paid for every thing they
bought, which was live-stock, such as sheep, hogs, fowls, &c.

1. Liverpool Public Advertiser, January 24, 1777.

PHiLip STEPHENS TO VICE ADMIRAL SIR JAMES DouGLAs, PORTSMOUTH !

Sir [Admiralty Office] 9th January 1777

My Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. having transmitted to the
Earl of Suffolk the Case of Nine American Prisoners brought to Portsmo
by Captain [Stair] Douglas of His Majesty’s Ship Squirrel (which case
came inclosed in your Letter of the 30th past) and desired to receive
His Majesty’s Pleasure respecting the said Prisoners, and his Lordship,
having, in return signified the Kings Pleasure, that the said Prisoners
be detained in safe Custody, as was directed with regard to the Men
brought home in the Pallas, excepting only in this instance Peter Burk,
the Negro, who, it is His Majesty's Pleasure, shall be set at liberty; I am
commanded by their Lordships to signify their direction to you to cause
Peter Burk, the Negro to be set at liberty and the other Eight Prisoners
beforementioned to be removed into the Barfleur, and there kept in safe
custody until further Orders accordingly, as was directed by my Letter of
the 3d of December last with respect to the Prisoners brought to Portsmouth
in the Pallas. 1 am &c

P:S:

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/553, 422-23.
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Public Advertiser, THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 1777

London [January 9].

The French Ambassador has been given to understand that any French
Ships coming out of the American Ports, that are taken by his Majesty's
Cruizers, will be deemed lawful Prizes, and condemned as such: The
Dutch have had the same Caution.

The last two capital Captures made by the Provincial Privateers are
valued at 160,000 1, one laden with Cloathing for 20,000 Men, the other
with 80,000 1. for the Payment of the Troops in Canada.

MINUTE PRESENTED TO Louls XVI IN ANSWER TO THE AMERICAN
COMMISSIONERS MEMORIAL OF JANUARY 51

No 2 handed to the King in the Account has been given to the
presence of Count de Maurepas on  King of the contents of the memorial
the 9th January 1777. His Majesty  from the deputies of the American
approved it with his own hand. Congress. His Majesty would wish

that circumstances might permit him

to give up some of his vessels; he
would willingly make the sacrifice gratuitously, but these circumstances
require rather that he should apply himself to inicreasing his naval forces, —
and with this he is now occupied. It must be considered, likewise, that the
sending of eight vessels to the shores of America would not change the face
of affairs there. As powerfully armed as the English are in Europe they
would very quickly send a greatly superior squadron which would reduce
the other to inaction. France, in agreeing to this requisition, would thus
compromise herself openly, without any advantage resulting to the cause she
wished to assist. We must not receive ourselves. Ostensible assistance is
a legitimate motive of war for the nation against which it is directed.

The same reasons which Militate against the lending of vessels, oppose
equally the granting of convoys. These should be the consequence and
not the preliminary of war. It would be contrary to the dignity and justice
of a great power to lead thither by indirect means. It is by sentiment and
the necessity of her own great interests that she can and ought to be led
there. What seems yet far off may draw near but one may not anticipate
the course of events, one must await them and be prepared to profit by
them. That will be the time to come to an understanding, and to lay
the solid foundation of a union the desire for which already exists, and
which will be the more easily rendered indissoluble as there exists no aim
on the part of France and Spain which could clash with the interests of the
united provinces and excite their jealousy or cause their uneasiness.

France and Spain, in according to the Americans all the facilities in
their ports which they grant to friendly nations, sufficiently exhibit their
manner of thinking as regards the united provinces. What more could be
required of them? A war lightly embarked upon would not form a point
of real union, it would rather be to ignore the object which each must have
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in view and which may result from the natural course of events.

France does not hamper the Americans in obtaining such resources as
they can procure by commerce, but she recommends them to conform on
their part to all the rules prescribed by the precise and rigorous meaning
of the treaties which the King does not wish to be the first to infringe. It
is not possible to enter into the details of the several provisions which may
be needed, but His Majesty wishing to signify to the united provinces his
favourable disposition and his good wishes assigns for them secret assistance
calculated to extend their credit and to facilitate their purchases.

approved

1. AMAE, Correspondance Pelitique, Espagne, vol. 583, 42, LC Photocopy. Another version is in
AMAE, Correspondance Politique, Etats Unis, vol. 2, 24, L.C Photocopy.

10 Jan.

“Copry oF A LETTER FROM CAPT. FITZHERBERT, COMMR OF His MAJESTY'S
Surp Raisonable paTEp 1IN PLymouTH Sounp THE 10TH Jany 1777,
TO MR STEPHENS 1}

On the 24th last Month between Twenty and Thirty Leagues West of
Cape Finisterre, I fell in with and took an American Brigantine, Privatier,
cal’d the Dalton, Eliazer Johnson Commander, Mounting Twenty Carrage
and Twenty Swivel Guns, and one hundred and Twenty Men, Equiped for
a Cruize of Six Months, she belonged to Newbury in the Massachusets
Bay, left that place on the 16th of Novr last, and had not taken a Prize, 1
cannot find by her Logg Book, Papers, Prisoners or other information that
she sail’d in Company, or that she had seen any American Vessels since
out. The Prize parted Company on the night of the 4th instant about 30
Leagues to the Westward of Scilly but as I have a careful Officer in her I
make no doubt but she will soon arrive here,

P.S. since I wrote the above the Prize is arrived here. —

1. PRO, State Papers, 42/50, 31-32.

MEeMOIR OF THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE?!

Memoire [Paris, January 10, 1777] 2

The situation of the United-states, require an immediate supply of
Stores of various sorts, of which a proportion of Military for the opening and
supporting the coming Campaign

Vessels or Ships belonging to the United States cannot be procured,
and if they could, the Danger and Risque would be very great.

Difficulties have arose at the different Ports, where Military Stores
have been collected and Objections made to their being shipp’d for the
United-states in French ships though Charter'd on Account of the States,
in the name of private Persons, by which great Delay has been already
occasioned, and the Damages in consequence will be irreparable, unless
speedily relieved. — Prudence dictates that ships charged with Stores for
the United states should appear as if bound for other Parts at Peace with



518 EUROPEAN THEATRE

Great Britain, but at the same time Captns of such ships are unwilling
(after giving security in France, that they will Land such stores in some
French Port) to go for North America without assurances of indemnity.

To Remedy these Difficulties it is with submission requested, that War-
like stores already purchased or that may hereafter be purchased for the
United States, may be shipp’d in French Ships for the said United States,
directly, & if Political purposes render it necessary that surety should be given
for Landing them in some Port belonging to France, that the Captains
giving such surety may by some means be satisfied of an Indemnity, should
they land them in the Ports of the united States. —

To enforce this Request, it need only be Observed that without this,
or some Measure effecting the same Design, the United States will be dis-
appointed of the Stores they expected; The actually sending them to the
West India Islands will be no relief, as the risque from thence to the
Continent is as great, or greater than from Europe direct.

NB. The Stores in the Amphitrite, those ready to be Shipp’d from
the other Ports, are now detain’d by the above Obstacle.

1. AMAE, Correspondance Politique, Etats Unis, vol. 2, 81, LC Photocopy.

2. The memoir was not dated, but logically would seem to have been prepared shortly after Silas
Deane’s complaint to Gérard, dated January 7.

11 Jan.
The General Advertiser. Liverpool, Fripay, JaNuary 17, 1777

London, January 11. :

A few evenings ago the son of a tradesman in Fetter-lane, with another
young fellow, an intimate companion, returned to their friends after having
been absent from the 14th of last month, during which time, though re-
peatedly advertised, no tidings of them could be heard. The account they
gave of themselves was as follows: That they went on the day they were
missed to Brentford, and returning in a boat to Black-Friars Bridge were
there pressed, together with the watermen who rowed them, and carried
from thence to Woolwich; that at Woolwich they were put on board a vessel
(amongst a number of other pressed men) which conveyed them all to
Spithead, were they were delivered over to the Foudroyant man of war. The
two watermen immediately entered themselves as able seamen; and the
young fellows, giving up all hopes of escaping, did the same a few days after
as land-men. After they had entered they obtained permission to come on
shore, with some of the ship’s crew, to buy a chest; and returned on board.
Seeming now to be quite reconciled to their fate, they enjoyed more liberty,
and one day coming on shore with only a couple of sailors, they found means
to drop them, and through bye-roads, and almost pennyless (having laid out
what little they had for the chest) they happily made their escape to London.

CAPTAIN LAMBERT WICKES TO THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE !

Gentlemen ‘ Nantz January 11th 1777
Immediately After the Rect of your favor of 26th Decr I Set out for
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L’Orient & have Executed the Business you Desird there in the best manner
The time & Surcumstances Would Admitt I have no Great Appinon of the
60 Gunn Ship As Shee is an Quld Ship & A very Slow Sailer Another Very
Great Objecktion is her Draft Water being to much for our American
ports very few of our ports Would have Water Enough for her to Enter
in at As Shee will Draw 21 or 22 feet Water I think the Friggates Are
better vessails & much Better for our purpose as Thier Draft Water Will be
only 16 or 17 feet & Am perswaided they will Sail much faster Espetially
the St john Shee is Entirely new built from the Keel & has All her Spare
Riging Sails Anchors Cable & All other Materials Quite New Shee has the
Carrecktor of A prime Sailer they have prommised to Furnish A Compleat
Inventory of All her Riging Sails Stores And materals Which I Expect to
Recv. tomorrow or Next Day & if Not Stopt by your order I shall Immedi-
ately Set of[f] for Parris on the Rect of The Inventory I have had A full
view of the Ship & her Materals & Like her Well Her Materals are All new
& of the first Qualety there is Another 36 Gun Friggate & a Ship that
mounts 50 Guns on two Decks boath of these vessails have the Carrecktors
of prime Sailors but I am Affeard they Are too Antient and Tender for our
purpose therefore they Would Want over Halling & a Good out fitt before
they Could Go to See the St john is All new & May be fitt for Sea in a month
or 6 Weeks She is mounted With 26 twelve pounders on one Deck and 10
Six pounders on the Quarter Deck & fore Castle - her Dementions is 114 feet
Keel 36 feet Beam 13 feet Hoald & 6 feet Between decks — I think they Can
Well Afford to Sell this Ship for 12000 £ Sterling haveing formd my jugment
on the best Information I Could Get of the prices of Ships & Materals at
L’Orient I Dare Say provided it Suites you to purchase the Cargo you
May Get her At that price the Cargo Consists Cheifly of Led Copper
Cordage Canvis & Large Anchors Which is Much Wanted in America I was
on bord of the Ship that Put into L’Orient from Haver de grass & found her
So Much Lumbered & Short of provishon that I think they Did well to put
in & Get a Supply.? on finding them So Crowded I Advised General De
coudred [du Coudray] to Leave Some of his most Useless officers behind
Which he Did to Get Passages Elsewhere he has Dischargd 12 or 18 & Sent
the Rest forward in the Ship he Got Her Water'd & Supplyed With
provishon As Soon As possible & Sent her of[f] for fear of haveing her
Stopt he is to Come-to Nantz & may Possibly be At Parris before he Leaves
France This Business I Performd at the Request of the General and

thought it [illegible] To Make my Report to you Accordingly I am with
Much Respect Gentlemen [&c.]

Lambt Wickes

1. Franklin Papers, vol. 5, pt. 1, 13, APS,
2. L’Amphitrite, one of the ships fitted out by Beaumarchais.
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12 Jan. (Sunday)
LETTER FROM PORTSMOUTH !

January 12

This Morning arrived here from St. Maloes, Capt. Hill, of the Generous
Friends, which was laden with Provisions for New York, and was taken by an
American Privateer call’d the America, Capt. [Thomas] Nicholson; and
Captain M’Donald, of the Leghorn Galley, from Jamaica for Liverpool, taken
by the Wasp, John Baldwin; and the Surgeon of the William, Capt. Bond,
from Jamaica for Liverpool, taken by the Chance Sloop, John Armitage, who
were all carried into Philadelphia. They came home in a Vessel loaded
with Tobacco to Nantz: When they left that Place, there was a Frigate of
16 Guns, two Privateers, and eight Merchantmen, loading with Military
Stores for America.

1. Public Advertiser, London, January 15, 1777.

“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MADEIRA, JaN. 1271

The ship Nancy and Betsey, Captain Norman M’Cloud, from Quebec,
is arrived at this port with a cargo of wheat; she mounts six carriage guns,
six pounders and eighteen men, and informs us, that between the 31st of
December, and Ist of January, in this road, in the night, he was attacked
by an American schooner privateer, of eight carriage guns, some swivels, and
full of men. Captain M’Cloud had the presence of mind to deceive the
privateer’s people, while firing at and calling to him to surrender, till he got
one gun ready, charged to the muzzle with one round, and the rest grape
shot, which he fired at the privateer, and supposes must have made some
havock amongst them, as they immediately turned tale [sic] and left
her. The privateer is supposed to be lurking about the Island, as about
the 6th instant she spoke with a Portuguease brig, bound into this place.
Capt. M’Cloud had only one man wounded.

1. London Packet, or New Lloyd’s Evening Post, February 19 to February 21, 1777,

JournaL or H.M.S. Glasgow, CAPTAIN THOMAS PASLEY !

January 1777. Palma 2 N. 61° 26 Et Distant 257 Leagues.

Satury 11. At 10 AM hoisted the Cutter out, and exchanged two Men,
with the Hanover Planter the Master having complained of
these being exceeding Mutinous.

Moderate amd fair. ‘

At 4 pm made the Signal to close the Convoy, and made
the Hornet’s signal to lead, and carry a light, and the Beaver
to bring up the Rear. Shortned Sail, and drop’d aStern,
to see how the Rear of the Convoy behaved.

Sunday 12. At 7 AM out Reefs and made sail ahead, with intention of
making the Circuit of the whole Convoy, but on seeing the
Hornet disabled having her Main Yard upon Deck, hawled
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to speak her. found two Ships had run foul of her in the
Night, and done her considerable damage, took the Lead
again, the Convoy being in great confusion. 84 Sail in
Sight.?

1. PRO, Admiralty 51/399.

2. La Palma, Canary Islands.

3. The fleet, bound for the West Indies, had sailed from Cowes, December 6, 1776. Glasgow's log

reads: “at 2 Made Sail with the Hornet, Beaver, and Fly Sloops of War, and Ninety sail of
Mercht Ships, under my Convoy,” PRO, Admiralty 51/399.

13 Jan.
Public Advertiser, MoNDAY, JaNuary 13, 1777

London [January 13].

A Gentleman arrived in Town from Dunkirk informs us, that about
ten Days since 500 Barrels of Gunpowder were shipped off from that Port
for America.

M. GOURLADE, LORIENT MERCHANT, TO CAPTAIN LAMBERT WICKES !

Sir L’Orient the 13 January 1777

The excuse for the present letter is to send you the inventory of the fri-
gate, the Comte de Maurepas, which you will find herewith enclosed. I have
decided to sell her if I can get 400,000 livres for her My conditions will
be to turn the vessel over to you ready to receive her cargo or rather to take
in ballast and provisions. If you fit her out, I can furnish you a couple of
officers who are good sailors and brave men. If your principals, after pur-
chasing her, are willing to entrust her fitting out to me, I shall do everything
that one should expect of an honest man, but above all no trickery like that
of Havre.? If we have got to work like that I should prefer not to move in
the matter.

I have the honor to be, Sir, with all sincerity (&c.]

Gourlade

The Amphitrite is still at Port Louis; Mr. Roche sends his compliments.

1. Franklin Papers, vol. 47, 71, APS. A copy is in Stevens, ed., Facsimiles, No. 623, but without the

reference to Mr. Roche.
2. Outfitting of I’dmphitrite by Beaumarchais.

14 Jan.
PHiLip STEPHENS TO VICE ADMIRAL RicHARD Lorp Howeg 1

My Lord [Admiralty Office] 14th Jany 1777.
On the 17th of last Month, I had the honor to receive by His Maj’ts
Ship Active your Lordships Letter of the 1t Novr with a List of the Trans-
ports ordered to return to England under Convoy of that Ship & the Fowey,
two days after I received the Original & Duplicate of your Lordships Letter
of the 23d Octr the former by the Post from Ireland the latter by the
Fowey; And on the same day came to hand from the Fowey your Lordships






JANUARY 1777 - 523

Letter of the 5th Novr all which Letters & the several Papers which came
inclosed therein were immediately after received communicated to my Lords
Commrs of the Admty for their Information.

On the 30th of last Month their Lordships had the satisfaction to receive
by Captn [Christopher] Mason whose Sloop had put into Dartmouth your
Lordships dispatches of the 23d Novr giving an Account of the Progress &
Success of His Majts Forces against his Rebellious Subjects in the Provinces
of New York & the Jerseys, and they are pleas’d to command me, after
expressing their congratulations on the aforemention’d Success & their
approbation of your Lordships Zeal & attention in the conduct of that
part of the Sexrvice falling under your particular direction, to acquaint your
Lordship they have the highest pleasure in finding the Officers & Seamen
belonging to the Ships under your command were animated & acquitted
themselves with a Spirit that has induced your Lordship to speak of them
in Terms so highly commendable, and it is equally agreable to their Lord-
ships to be inform’d that a like Spirit was shewn by the Seamen belonging
to the Transports.

Captn Mason at the same time deliver’d to me two other Letters from
your Lordship dated 25th & 27th Novr the former containing Copies of your
Instructions to Sir Peter Parker for his conduct in the command of the Ex-
pedition against Rhode Island, and the latter enclosing the disposition of
the Squadron in No America, the State & Condition of the said Squadron,
and also a State of the Supernumeraries on board the several Ships, all which
were immediately communicated to their Lordships for their information.

I send your Lordship inclosed a List of the Ships which sailed on the
5th of last Month from Spithead, under Convoy of the Thames for New
York, since which it has appeared by a Letter received from Captn [Thomas]
Fitzherbert of the Raisonable that he met the said Ship on the 21st 89.
Leagues West from Cape Finisterre with all her Convoy except the Elephant
Storeship & one other Ship whose Name Captn [Tyringham] Howe on ac-
count of the bad Weather from the time of seperation could not inform
him of.

The Navy Board are collecting in addition to the Stores your Lordship
will receive by the aforemention’d Storeship a further Supply of all sorts
for the use of the Squadron under your command, which will sail under the
first Convoy that offers after the same are ready; There are also providing
& will be sent in the Transports intended to carry a Reinforcement of
Troops Twenty flat Boats, and there will be put on board the said Trans-
ports four Hundred Chaldron of Coals to be distributed on their arrival
amongst the Pursers of such of His Majesty’s Ships as your Lordship may see
fit.

Captain [Charles] Douglas of His Majts Ship the Isis (on whom His
Majesty has been pleas’d to confer the Dignity of a Baronet) arrived on the
9th of last Month at Spithead, as did the Blonde at Plymouth on the
14th There have likewise arrived from Quebec the Bute & Lord Howe
arm’d Vessels, and inclosed your Lordship will receive a Copy of the Letter
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Sir Charles wrote on his arrival, acquainting my Lords with the reasons for
the said Ships return to England, & giving an Account of his further pro-
ceedings as Senfior Captain in the River St Lawrence which Letter their
Lordships think is necessary for your Information. I likewise send your
Lordship herewith Copies of Instructions which Sir Charles Douglas on
his leaving Quebec gave to Captn [Richard] Pearson of the Garland for
his conduct in relation to the Services to be carried on there, til’ he could
receive directions.or Instructions from your Lordship, and with these Papers
you will receive Copies of five others all relating to the Service on the
Station aforementioned, & explaining those to be carried on upon the Lakes
so soon as the Season shall permit thereof.

In one of the aforemention’d five Papers your Lordship will observe
that the Captains of the Triton, Garland and Viper are to lend great part
of their Complement of Men to be employ’'d on the Lakes, and on this
Account their Lordships propose to send a Ship early in the Spring with
Supernumeraries sufficient to supply the places of the Men so lent that the
Ships may be enabled to proceed on any Services your Lordship shall think
fit, and they are pleas’d to direct me to récommend it to you to consider
if under the circumstance of Lending so many of their Men it may not be
adviseable to send a proper Number of Commiss’d & Petty Officers with'them,
and in case you shall think fit to direct the same to be done, their Lordships
are of opinion it will be further necessary that you direct their different
Captains to bear other Commissd and Petty Officers in the room of those
disposed of as aforemention’d acquainting me for their Information with
the Orders you give that such directions may then be sent to the Navy Board
with respect to the paying the Parties for the time they act in such manner
as their Lordships shall see fit. I am &c.

P.S.
Vice Adml Lord Visct Howe, New York
By the Packet.
Duplicate sent by the Albion the 4 March

Schedule of the Papers referr’d to in the Letter aforemention’d Vizt —
No 1. List of the Ships which sailed under Convoy of the Thames
2. Copy of Captn Douglas’s Letter dated 9th Decr 1776.
8. Copy of an Order to Captn Pearson of the Garland, dated 2d
Novr 1776.
4. Copy of an Order.to Captn Pearson dated 3d Novr 1776
5. Copy of an Order to Do dated 10th Novr 1776.
6. Copy of General [Guy] Carleton’s Letter to Captn Douglas dated
30th Octr 1776.
7. The Triton’s wintering Order dated the 2d Novr 1776.
8. The Viper's wintering Order dated 3d Novr 1776.
9. List of the Commissd & Petty Officers serving on Lake Champlain. —
10. List of Transports remaining in the River St Lawrence. ~

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/553, 445-48.
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“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON TO MR [ARTHUR] LEE DATED 14 JaNy.” 1

Notwithstanding the hot press continues, they cant get half men enough
for the fleet, & 50 sail of W. India-men, which were to sail 20th are not likely
to get away before the middle or latter end of next month, for want of men.
Of 30 Sail that left Jamaica with the last Convoy, only one has been yet heard
of. The Convoy arrived three weeks since, alone. This has raisd the
Insurance from thence to 25 Guineas pr Ct with Convoy, tho’ in the last
war it never exceeded 7 pr Ct

1. AMAE, Correspondance Politique, Etats Unis, vol. 2, 42, LC Photocopy.

CAPTAIN LAMBERT WICKES TO THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE 1!

Gentlemen Nantz january 14th, 1777 —

I have bin Waiting Ever Since I wrote you last for the Inventory of
St John & have not Rec’d. It yet therefore Conclude Mr Gourlade has Sent
it forward for Parris Captn. [Samuel] Nicholson Arrivd here Yesterday &
produc’d your Instrucktions to him concerning the vissiting & Inspecting
the Ships at L'Orient But I think I have Done Everything that Captn.
Nicholson Could Do Was he to Go there therefore have Concl‘ded That
it is Best for Captn. Nicholson to Return Immediately to Parris & there to
Assist you in pointing out the Defishencyes of Stores and Materals agreeable
to Inventory I think you had best get Captn. Nicholson to Make What
Addition he may think Neadfull or Nessesary to the Inventory And Agree
With those Gentlemen to furnis All Stores And materals & fitt the Ship
out fitt for Sea as it Will Be in thier Power to Do it much Cheaper & Quicker-
then We Could possibly Do it our Selves my Reason for Mentioning this
Matter is that It May be Conducted With More secrecy Than it Could be
Done provided Captn. Nicholson or my Self was to Attend the fiting This
Ship as they have Spies In Every port Who would Giv Immediate Information
to the Court of Brittain Whome We may Reasonably Suppose Would give
orders for Blocking her up & thereby Render her Useless 1 Beg Leav to
Recommend Captn. Nicholson To your Notice as a Gentlemen of Good
fammily Who has Bin Regularly Bred to the Sea & think him Well Quallified
to Command A Ship of Warr he Was very Acttiv in the Begining of our
Unhappy Disputes in his Cuntrys Cause & Continnued So Untill the Neses-
sity of his business oblig’d him to Go to London Where he has bin Ever
Since Idle for Want of Employment this Inconvenency I hope you’l Soon
Remedy by Employing him in the Service of the United States of America &
there by put it in his Power to Make Good His Lost Time As Captn.
Nicholson Will be there to Assist you I hope it Will not be Nessesary for
me to Come to Parris I Am Now All Ready fited for Sea & only Wait To
be informd by you Whether our prizes Will Be Recd. & protected in french .
ports or not as I May Take my Measures Accordingly youl pleas Inform
of this As Soon As possible As I only Wait your orders & Answer to this &
then procead on A Cruize Immediately 1 Should be much Obligd for All
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other Nessesary Informations in your Power I remain With much Respect
Gentlemen [&c.]

Lambt Wickes
P.S. If you think it Nessesary I Should Come to Parris I Will Set off] Im-
mediately on Recving your Orders. LW.

1. Franklin Papers, vol. 5, pt. 1, 19, APS.

THOMAS MORRIS TO THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE 1

[Extract]
Gentlemen Nantes January 14th 1777
I embrace this opportunity of Captain Nicholson’s return to Paris to
acquaint you with my arrival here yesterday about four o’Clock in the
afternoon — Mr Penet having some bussiness at Orleans — detained us at
that place a few hours wh together with the badness of the roads rendered
it impossible for us to make greater dispatch than we did — I have now the
pleasure to acquaint you that best part of the Tobacco is disposed of at a
price that will neat about 13 Sous P 1b. two of the Ships are now ready to
take onboard their return Cargoes which are now in store waiting — I expect
one of them the Success Captain [James] Anderson will be dispatched in
10 days from this date ~ for your government in preparing any Papers you
may have to send to America — Captain Wickes has been at Port L'Orient
and will write you fully with respect to the Ships you desired him to examine
there — and an Inventory of the 36 Gun Frigate will be sent to Paris, and as
"Captain Nicholson will be on the Spot, he can form a judgement of the
situation that Ships in — and what may be still necessary provided you
determine to purchase her 2 — I shoud be glad to know your sentiments with
respect to any prizes that may be sent into any of the French Ports by
American Privateers — and wether you are of oppinion they will meet the
protection of the Court of France — I shall keep you regularly advised of
every occurence here — and in the mean time remain with much respect

Gentlemen [&c.]
Tho® Morris

1. Silas Deane Papers, ConnHS,
2. The proposal alluded to reads:
Proposals for the sale of a frigate .
This frigate will be delivered and Ready to sail by the end of next October in what-
ever French Port may be indicated, with guarantee, and under a neutral flag.
This frigate will carry 36 Guns, with spare sails; she is 126 feet long [and] about 40
wide; she has been thoroughly Careened and Caulked, [and] is Built according to
French Dimensions, which were given by a man named Roland Shipbuilder at Brest.
As the Owner of the frigate has Timber belonging to him which is already cut and
squared, he offers to Build 12 frigates and 12 ships of the line on the Plans and
Dimensions which shall be prescribed to him.
The ships of the line with 64 Guns will cost 120 Thousand French Ecus each.
The frigates with 36 Guns [will cost] 50 Thousand Ecus. The frigate Ready to Sail
in the Month of October [will cost] 55 Thousand Ecus.
Franklin Papers, vol. 56, 67, APS.
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15 Jan.

“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM PORTSMOUTH, DATED JAN. 151

Arrived the Betsey, Loftus, in seven weeks from St. Augustine, laden
with skins and indigo, for London . . . About 60 leagues off Bermudas, Capt.
Loftus fell in with a Provincial schooner, laden with rice and indigo, called
the Port au Prince, which he took without opposition, and put on board her
his Mate and ten men, with orders to proceed to the first port in England,
since which she is said to have arrived at Plymouth.

1. London Chronicle, January 16 to January 18, 1777.
16 Jan.

JOURNAL oF Dr. JoNaTHAN HASKINS, SURGEON OF THE RHODE IsLAND
PrIVATEER SLoop Charming Sally !

[December 15, 1776 to January 16, 1777]
15th About 5 A.M. Discover’d a Sail, came up with her, & She Immediately
Hall'd her Wind, & we Dogg’d her till Day light, She Proved a [Pr]ivateer
Schooner from Pisca[tajJway Joshua Moore Mastr about 3 P.M. Spy'd a
Sail & [gave] Chase, & came up with her at 7 Ditto, & Sent Our Boat on
Board of her, & Our Consort had [take]n Possession of her, & refused [to] let
us have any right or Share in her, They Informed us her Name was the
Resolution & Francis Barnard Late Comdr, She Was a Snow Laden with
Fish from Newfoundland -

24th or thereabouts we Ingaged a Sh1p of 14 or 16 Guns & full of Soldiers,
therefore We Concluded She was No Prise for us, & Accordingly we left
her, who gave Chase a Short time then Gave Over

Ist of Jany 1777 at Day light Spy’d a Sail, & gave Chase we Soon Dis-
cover'd a fleet to the Eastd But As we were in a Poor Condition as to Sails,
we thot most Proper to give Chase to the Single Ship & Came up with her
About 2 P.M. & Engaged her for the Space of 214 Glasses; But a Gale of
Wind, with Rain & Night coming On, She put About & Stood toward the
fleet. But we knowing our Infirmity thot not Proper to Pursue her: But
we afterwards found She was the Principle Convoy left Belonging to said
fleet.

9th Took the Brigg Hannah from St Johns N:f.1d Laden with Fish, Bound
to Lisbon Hy Bailey Master. Meisha Dunham was Prise Mastr Beach
Judson mate & 9 Hands Including one of the Brigs People, & sent for
America -3

16th Fell in with His Britanic Majesties Ship the Nonsuch of 64 Guns,
Walter Griffis Esqr Mr  we Spy’d her at 3 A M. & kept in Sight Untill Day
light, when we Discover’d her Strength & made Sail from her; but the wind
dying Away & a Heavy Sea Running She Came up with us about 9 A.M. &
we not being Able to use Our Ores were under Necessity of Striking to her,
& Sent on board of the Ship & Continued there all Except the Capt Doctr
& Black Will. Capt Griffis Sent his first Mate on Board of the Sloop to
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take Charge of her, with 30 of His hands. She was Intended as a Tendér to
Decoy the Americans But Sailing but Poorly & Very Leeky She was order’d
to Plymouth, Where they Arived the 23d Instant *

1. MeHS.

2. “The Resolution, Burnett, from Newfoundland to the West Indies, was taken by an -American
Privateer in Lat. 34.2. N. Long. 42. W. who, after taking out the Captain, five Men, and a
Boy, ordered her to be carried into Piscataqua; but in three Days after she sunk. The
People were saved by taking to the Long Boat, and were taken up after seven Days by a
Vessel bound from America to Martinico,” Public Advertiser, London, May 22, 1777.

3. Hannah, 90 tons burden, was brought into Boston and libeled against April 17, Indépendent
Chronicle, Boston, April 17, 1777.

4. Vice Admiral Amherst to Philip Stephens, January 24:

" Last night arrived here a Rebel Privateer Sloop of ten carriage Guns (called the
Charming Sally, Francis Brown Commander) taken by the Nonsuch the 16th in Latitude
44°.59 about 45 Leagues N.N.W. from Cape Finisterre
The Officer who has brought in the Privateer informs me, that she had been out about
five Weeks and had taken a Schooner called the Betsey, William Clark Master, bound
from Gaspee to Jamaica with Fish and a Brigantine called the Hannah, Henry Bailey
Master, bound from Newfoundland to Lisbon with Fish; and that it appears by her
Log Book, she had spoken with another Rebel Privateer of fourteen Guns (called the
Boston) a few days before she was taken. —

PRO, State Papers, 42/50, 41-42.

London Chronicle, TUESDAY, JANUARY 14 To THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 1777

[London] Thursday, Jan. 16.
The Port au Prince, an American schooner, a prize, laden with rice,

taken by the Duke of Cumberland packet-boat, was carried into Plymouth
the 12th instant.

Williamson’s Liverpool Adverti'ser, FripAY, JANUARY 24, 1777

London, January 15, 16.

An officer of the King’s, who had been a prisoner, was lately brought
through the post of Ticonderoga, and reports that the rebels were at work
upon their fleet for next season, and says that they had laid the keels of 26
boats, large and small. The General [Carleton] has, on our part, laid the
keels of six, one of which is to be a 20 gun ship. Little is to be apprehended
from these preparations of the rebels, who are in want of artillery, and all
manner of articles for equipping a fleet, and have applied to Philadelphia
for shipwrights, without success, that city having no assistance to spare,
from the consideration of its own defence.

JourNAL oF CHARLES HERBERT !

[H. M. S. Raisonable, off Plymouth]
[1777. January] 16. A number of seamen’s wives came on board to-day, and
upon being told that they had American prisoners on board, “Have your”
said one to the other; “What sort of people are they?” ‘“Are they
white?” “Can they talk?” Upon being pointed to where some of them
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stood, “Why!” exclaimed they, “they look like our people, and they talk

English.”

1. Charles Herbert, 4 Relic of the Revolution, containing a full and particular account of the
sufferings and privations of all the American Prisoners captured on the high seas, and
carried into Plymouth, England, during the Revolution of 1776 . . . (Boston, 1847), 19-20.

Hereafter cited as Herbert, A Relic of the Revolution. Herbert was a seaman on board
the Massachusetts privateer brig Dalton, taken December 24, 1776, by H.M.S. Raisonable.

17 Jan.
“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDONDERRY, JAN. 17.71

The Molly, Lusk, belonging to Glasgow, was taken by the Alfred
Provincial frigate of 32 guns, near the Banks of Newfoundland, the 5th of
December; the seamen entrusted to conduct her to America brought her
safe into this harbour yesterday. 2
1. London Chronicle, January 28 to January 30, 1777.

2. Molly was one of three colliers captured by Captain John Paul Jones in the Continental Navy
ship Adlfred off Cape Breton.

Lorp WEYMOUTH TO LORD STORMONT !
[Extract]

No 5. St James’s 17th January 1777

However unlikely it may be that the french Court should connive at the
project which Your Excy has been informed was framed in America of giving
Letters of Marque to french Vessels, in order to make captures of our trading
Vessels, it could not be improper to mention such a report to Monsr de
Vergennes, as it may tend to put that Minister on his guard with respect to
the many various schemes which eagerness of gain may induce individuals to
frame. I am aware, My Lord, that in such times a diligent Minister must
avail himself of favorable opportunities and act without orders, but the
Discretion that has so constantly directed Your Excellency’s Conduct is a
very sufficient security to Yourself, and to His Majesty's service.

His Majesty approves of the assurances You so often repeat of His
pacifick Intentions, and authorises Your Excellency to assert, as often as you
shall see occasion, that the security of His Empire is the only object He has
in view. The Extent of the Armaments here is directed by those of france
and Spain, and have no other cause or object. Your Excellency will express
to Monsr Creutz by His Majesty’s Command the Satisfaction He receives at
the friendly part His Swedish Majesty has taken in discountenancing the
application of the American- Agents, which The King considers as a proof
that honorable and friendly attention that has on all occasions distinguished
the Conduct of the King of Sweden.

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 47-48.

Lorp SaNnpwicH TO CaPTAIN PHILEMON Pownorr, R.N.?

Sir Admiralty Jan 17. 1777
I concluded there was some mistake about your asking for all your men, as I
well recollected what had passed when I had the pleasure of seeing you; I am
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allso perswaded that you will remember that I declared against disabling the
Blonde as she is wanted for immediate service, which cannot be dispensed
with I therefore must hope you will not pursue your object of having 50 of
her men, which would totally disable her, as she has allready left 62 in
Canada: besides in our business in this office we must adhere to rules, and
if one Captain is allowed 50 men on his changing his ship,? another has a
right to the same indulgence; all your young gentlemen, and 8 or 10 seamen
who go under the description of your followers will be suffered of course to
go with you; but so great a draught as you propose cannot be agreed to
without real prejudice to the service, I therefore flatter myself you will see
that it is impossible for me to comply with the whole of your demand
without establishing a very dangerous precedent. I am with great regard
[&c.]
Sandwich

1. Sir Henry Clinton Papers, CL.
2. Pownoll had been transferred to H.M.S. Apollo after returning from Canadian waters to
England in H.M.S. Blonde.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO VICE ADMIRAL JOHN AMHERST !

By &c

In pursuance of the King's pleasure signified to Us by the Earl of
Suffolk, One of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State; in his Letter
of the 15th instant, You are hereby required and directed to cause the Rebel
Prisoners belonging to the American Armed Vessel the Dalton, lately taken
and brought into Plymouth by the Raisonable, to be kept in safe Custody
on board such of the Ships under your command, as you shall judge most
proper for that purpose, until you receive further Orders. Given &c the
17th January 1777.

To John Amherst Esqr Sandwich.
Vice Admiral of the Red ~ C. Spencer.
and Commander in Chief H. Palliser.

of His Majtys Ships & Vessels
at Plymouth.
By &c PS

I. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 181.

Public Advertiser, FrRipAY, JaANUARY 17, 1777

London [January 17]. :

A French Ship landed at Gibraltar the 19th of Dec. Part of the Crew
of the Jumo, Capt. Orr, taken on the Banks of Newfoundland by the
General Lee Privateer.

Advice is received from New Providence, that a Hurricane had hap-
pened at the Bahama Islands, which had driven on Shore an American
Privateer of 40 Guns, foreign built, and a great Number of Bermudian

Vessels.
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London Chronicle, THURSDAY, JANUARY 16 TO SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, 1777 .

[London] Friday, January 17.

The Pat[t]y and Peggy, Capt. ——, is seized at Lisbon by one of our
men of war. She was chiefly laden with salt and cleared out; but being sus-
pected to have made a false entrance was searched by the Captain of the
man of war, when a box of letters was found directed for America, and some
gunpowder, on which he thought fit to make a prize of her.

“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM PORTSMOUTH, JAN. 1771

Arrived at Spithead his Majesty’s ship Mercury, Capt. James Montague,
express from Sir Peter Parker and General Clinton at Rhode Island, with an
account of the Provincials having evacuated that island, and of their blocking
up Admiral Hopkins’s squadron, with about 40 sail of privateers and prizes
which they had taken in Providence Harbour.

1. London Chronicle, January 23 to January 25, 1777.

AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE TO THE COMMITTEE OF SEGRET
CORRESPONDENCE 1

[Extract]
Gentlemen Paris. Jany 17.1777.

We joined each other at this place on the 22d of December and on the
28th had an Audience of his Excellency the Count de Vergennes, one of his
most Christian Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State and Minister for
Foreign Affairs. We laid before him our Commission with the Articles
of the proposed Treaty of Commerce. He assured us of the protection of
his Court, and that due Consideration should be given to what we of-
fered. Soon after we presented a Memoire on the present situation of our
States, drawn up at the Ministers request, together with the Articles of
general Confederation and the Demand for Ships of War, agreable to our
Instructions. Copies of all these Papers were given by us to the Count
D’Aranda his Catholic Majestys Ambassador here, to be communicated to
his Court.

We are promised an Answer from this Court, as soon as they can know
the Determination of Spain, with which they mean to act in perfect Unanim-
ity.

In the mean time we are endeavouring to expedite several Vessels laden
with artillery, Arms, Ammunition & Cloathing, which we hope will reach
you in time for the Campaign, tho’ unfortunately one Vessell which Mr
Dean had sent so laden has put back after having been three Weeks at
Sea. She is however now sail’d again.

The Ports of France, Spain, and Florence (that is Leghorne in the
Mediterranean) are open to the American Cruisers, upon the usual Terms
of Neutrality.

We find it essential to the establishment and maintenance of your com-
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mercial Credit in Europe, that your Concerns of that kind should be in the
Hands of the most respectable men in the different Countries. From the
Observations we have made Mr Myrtle [John Philip Merkle] is not of that
Description, and we are sorry to say that the irregularities of Mr Thomas
Morris render it absolutely necessary that some other person should be
immediately appointed in his place. We also think it adviseable that you
should be so far on your guard with respect to Mons. Pennet as not to
deviate from the original Contract made with him; as we can not learn that
he is known to be a Person of Substance. At the same time it is justice to
say that he appears to be active, industrious, and attentive to your Inter-
ests. He is indeed connected with a very good House in Nantes, M. Gruel,
but we know not the Terms of that Connection, or how far Mr Gruel is
answerable. It seems to us that those houses which are connected in great
Britain are to be avoided.

. It would be useful if we had some blank commissions for Privateers: and
we therefore wish that some may be sent us by the first opportunity. As
vessels are almost daily arriving from America at the ports here, we conceive
advices of the Proceedings in the Campaign might be frequently contrived
to us, so as to enable us to contradict the exaggerated representations made
by the English of their Successes; which standing uncontroverted have a
considerable influence upon our Credit, and upon our Cause.

The hearts of the French are universally for us, and the Cry is strong
for immediate War with Britain. Indeed everything tends that way, but
the Court has its reasons for postponing it a little longer. In the mean time
preparations for it are making. They have already a Fleet of 26 Sail of the’
Line, mann'd and fit for Sea; Spain has 17 Sail in the same State; and more
are fitting with such Diligence, that they reckon to have 30 sail in each
Kingdom by the month of April. This must have an immediate good Effect
in our favour, as-it keeps the English Fleet at Bay, coops up their Seamen,
of whom they will scarce find enough to man their next set of Transports,
will probably keep Lord Howe’s Fleet more together for fear of a Visit, and
leave us more Sea Room to prey upon their Commerce, and a freer Coast
to bring in our Prizes: — and also the supplies we shall be able to send you
in consequence of our agreement with the Farmers general, which is, that
the Congress shall provide, purchasing bona fide at the lowest price possible,
20 thousand Hhds of tobacco in Virginia and Maryland at the Publick
Warehouses in those States, for the Ships which they the Farmers General
shall send, and that those tobaccoes shall be brought to France at their
risque & in their Ships. They understand the Price is not likely to-exceed
3 or 4 french sous in America; but we do not warrant that it shall cost no
more, tho’ we hope it will not. Upon these Conditions we are to have half
the supposed price advanc'd immediately and the Opportunity of Shipping
Warlike stores on board their Ships at your risque & paying reasonable
Freights, the rest is to be paid as soon as advice is received that the Tobacco
is Shipt.
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The Desire of getting Money immediately to command the preparative
for the ensuing Campaign, and of interesting so powerful a body as the
Farmers-General, who in fact make the most Efficient part of Government
here, and the absolute part in all Commercial & money’d Concerns, induced
us to concede these terms which may possibly in the Estimate of the price
of the Tobacco be low; but which upon the whole we judg'd necessary,
and we hope will be advantageous.

So strong is the inclination of the wealthy here to assist us, that since
this Agreemerit we are offered a Loan of two Millions of Livres, without
Interest, and to be Repaid when the United States are settled in Peace and
Prosperity; No Conditions or Securities are required, not even an Engage-
ment from us. We have accepted this generous and noble Benefaction,
500,000 Livres or one Quarter is to be paid into the Hands of our Banker
this Day, and 500,000 more every three Months.

As the Ships we were ordered to hire or buy from this Court cannot
be obtain’d, it being judg’d absolutely necessary to keep ‘their whole Naval
force ready at home in case of a Rupture, we think of purchasing some
elsewhere, or of building, in order as far as possible to answer the views
of Congress. Of this we shall write more fully in our next.

In the mean time we cannot but hint, that this seems to be a fair
Opportunity of supporting the Credit of the Paper Money you borrow; as
you may Promise payment in Specie of the Interests, and may draw upon us
for the same with all Confidence.

We cannot for several weighty Reasons be more explicit at present; but
shall hereafter. Present our dutiful respects to the Congress, and assure
them of our most faithful Services. We are, gentlemen [&c.]

B Franklin Silas Deane Arthur Lee

P.S. Jan. 22. Our Agreemient with the Farmers general is not yet
signed, and perhaps some §mall Changes may be made in it; but as those will
probably not be very material, we wish measures may be taken immediately
for the purchase of the Tobdcco. We shall send by the next Opportunity a
Copy of the Contract.

We have receiv'd the Five hundred thousand Livres mentioned above,
it is now at our Disposal in the Hands of our Banker; who has orders to
advance us the second Payment if we desiré it, and he is ready to do it. We
are on the Strength of this, in Treaty for some strong Ships.

10,000 French Troops are on their March to Brest. But America
should exert herself as if she had no Aid to Expect but from God and her
own Valour. Another Campaign will ruin her Enemies.

1. Papers CC (Letters from the Joint Commissioners for Negotiating Treaties with France and
Great Britain, 1777—84), 85, 5-12, NA.

JoNATHAN WILLIAMS, JR. TO THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE !

Gentlemen Nantes Jan. 17. 1777
The two last days have been employed in going to Painbeuf (about 30
miles hence) examining the Mercury, and returning to Nantes. — I have
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the pleasure to inform you that what I have hither to seen is very satisfac-
tory, the Mercury appears to be a very good Ship, 7 Years old, burden
330 Tons (Mr Peltrier [Peltier] thinks 350) 78 feet Keel, 26 feet Beam, 10
feet in the lower hold under the Beams, & 5 feet 4 Inches between decks, she
was new sheathed about 6 months ago, & upon that sheathing has another
sheathing of Deal to prevent the Worms from penetrating. — her Riggin is
in general very good, part of it new, she has 4 Cables each 120 Fathom, 1 of
them has never yet been wet, another almost new, & the other two about
half worn; she has 4 Anchors from 12 to 1500 wt besides a good Hauser
and Kedge, two suit of Sails, some of which entirely new; in short I see
no cause of Complaint, either of the Ship or the manner in which she is
provided. She has accomodations for 4 and can have for 6 passengers in
the great Cabin, and places may be made for 10 or 12 more between decks,
but in the latter Case she must have so much less Cargo as these places can
be well filled. The number of Passengers should be known as early as
possible, that a sufficiency of provision may be provided. Mr Peltrier
promises me that he will have rather more than less than 4 months but if I
stay here, I shall see this myself. She has at present on board a quantity of
Bricks well stowed for Ballast, & 1000 barrells of powder, she is now taking
in Cases of Arms and Bales of Blankets &c. All her Cargo is ready, and 1
have examined the Fusils which turn out very much to my satisfaction, but
I have taken 3 from different Cases and ordered them to be pack’d & sent
to Paris for your own Inspection. the Bales I have yet opened are only
Caps, which appear very well pack’d as to their preservation, but very ill as
to their Bulk, having two coverings, and a large quantity of straw between,
which appears to me useless. — The Blankets particularly are pack’'d too
loosely — according to the english method they would have been squeezed
into half the Compass, and the covering of straw would have been saved. — 1
shall examine the Bales of Cloth &c tomorrow — Mr Peltrier says that she
shall be ready to sail in 8 Days & if nothing unforseen happens I think this
very practicable. I should here observe that Mr Peltrier is the Shipper of
the Goods only so knows nothing of the quantity & Quality of the Contents
(except of the Arms). They are sent from orleans on Acot of Mr Morrice
Mercht at Paris, so that Mr Monthieu must see that the Invoices & necessary
papers are sent here in time, if there is no delay in these particulars the
ship may be dispatch’d as above. — Her Guns are only 3 pounders, — she has
14 of them, but I think it would have been better if they were larger. -

It is reported here that there will be a stoppage at I'orient, I hope it
is without Foundation or that the Amphitrite will get away before it
comes. she was not sail’d the 15th, but I understand it is only the Wind that
detains her, & I hope soon to hear of her Departure.

It may not be amiss to desire Mr Monthieu to procure some good Charts
if they are to be had at Paris least they should be wanted. I have not yet
examined the Captains, but I shall enquire about it to morrow, when I
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intend to have the pleasure of writing to you again. I have the honor to be
Gentlemen [&c.]

J Williams Junr
1. Franklin Papers, vol. 37, 41, APS.

18 Jan.

PHiLIP STEPHENS TO VICE ADMIRAL JOHN AMHERST, PLymMouTH !
[Extract]
[Admiralty Office] 18 Jany 1777

... in answer to their Lordships enquiry respecting a Lieut & three Men
late belonging to the Sturdy Beggar American Privateer, who were brought
to Plymouth in the Ranger Sloop, four Men said to have belonged to a Rebel
Privateer were brought to Plymouth in. the said Sloop, one of whom was an
Irishman, & the other three Americans, & upon the Nonsuch being ordered
to Sea you caused them to be put onboard her as part of her Complement;
And in return I am commanded by their Lordships to signify their directions
to you to take care upon the Nonsuch’s return the said Men are properly
secured ’til you receive their Lordships further directions Concerning
them. I am &ca ’ : PS

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/553, 466, 467.
Public Advertiser, SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, 1777

London [January 18].

A Letter from Portsmouth, dated Jan. 16, says, “Yesterday was dis-
covered, by the removal of some Hemp, in the great Hemp Warehouse at
our Dock-yard, a Piece of Wood hollowed out, and filled with combustible
Matter (which was covered with Tin full of Holes to admit Air) and a Tube
and Match at each End. This Instrument had been conveyed under some
refuse Hemp, in order to set fire thereto. There is Reason to suppose the
Match had been; lighted, but providentially went out before the Machine
took fire. This fully convinces us that the late dreadful Fires were per-
petrated by some diabolical Incendiaries. “Tis hoped such Measures will be
taken as may prevent these Calamities in future, and such Inquiries be
made as may lead to Conviction and Punishment of the Offenders.”

Dr. Franklin quitted England three Years ago. He was then seventy-
two Years of Age. He is now, at the Age of seventy-five negotiating an
Affair, on which the Fate of an Empire may depend, with the most politic
Court in Europe. This is neither a Sign of Enthusiasm, nor of Dotage.

CAPTAIN LAMBERT WICKES TO THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE?!

Gentlemen Nantz January 18th 1777 —
Inclos’d you have a letter & Inventory of the Frigate the Count of
Maurepat 2 it is the same Vessell that I saw-at L'Oriont & Called the St
John, I think her Inventory is very short & will want a Large addition if
fitted for a Ship of Warr, the Defishencys I Hope will be pointed out by
Capt [Samuel] Nicholson when translated into Inglish 1 hope Capt
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Nicholson will be Able to make the Necessary Addition but least he should
not be Able to recollect all the Necessary articles, I shall readily & willingly
Give all the Assistance in my Power. I think the price very high, but submitt
that to your Superior Judgment I shall be very glad to hear from you as
soon as possible Mr Gourlade is Desireous of having the Fitting of this
Ship & 1 have promised to Recomind him to your Honours for this
Service, as I am persuaded he will do it on as Good if not better terms then
any Other person, at that port & with more Secrecy. he also mention’d two
Officers, whom he can Reccomend as proper persons for Officers for said
Ship. as to the Officers I Shall Referr him to you for answer as well as for
fitting the Ship out from Gentlemen [%c.]
Lambt Wickes

The St john is 114 feet Keel 36 feet Beam 13 feet Hold 6 Do Between
Decks She has only Made one voige & is Now All New Built her Riging
Spars Sails Anchors Cables and All other Stores and Materals are All New &
of the first Quality her guns Appear very Good but ought To be prov'd
previous to thier being put on bord This precaution Will be Hily Nessesary
as the Guns has bin Laying by Some time If the Inventory is Not At
Parris I Will Desire Mr Gourlade to Send it Immediately or Will Send it
myself If it Comes to my hands

L. Wickes
1. Franklin Papers, vol. 5, pt. 1, 26, APS.
2. See Gourlade to Wickes, January 13, 1777,

19 Jan. (Sunday)

“CoPy oF A LETTER FROM CAPTAIN [MiTcHELL] GRAHAM, CoMMR OF His
Majts SHip Thetis To MR STEPHENS DATED PLYMOUTH, 19TH Jany 1777.71

Please to acquaint my Lords Commissrs of the Admiralty that I arrived
here this Day in His Majestys Ship under my Command with the Brigantine
Triton James Tiletson Master of 120 Tons which I fell in with on the 7th
instant in Lattitude 43..52 North Cape Ortagal bearing South East 14
East 11. or 12 Leagues, under American Colours from Boston in 26 Days
bound to Bilboa in Spain with Fish Cod-Oyl Spermacity Candles & Bees’
Wax as per Invoice, Also Furrs & sundry Articles not inserted in the said
Invoice.

1. PRO, State Papers, 42/50, 37.
JourNAL OoF CHARLES HERBERT !

[H. M. S. Raisonable, oft Plymouth]
[1777. January] 18. To-day is the Queen’s birth-day, and every ship in the
harbor that is in commission, fired twenty-one guns, as a royal salute.

19. Sunday. To-day we were removed from the Reasonable to the
Bellisle, a ship of sixty-four guns, after having been on board the Reasonable
twenty-seven days. Here we lodged in the cable-tier, on boards laid over
the cable, which is better than we had on board the Reasonable.

1. Herbert, A Relic of the Revolution, 20.
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WiLLiaAM CARMICHAEL TO SiLAs DEANE !

Dear Sir Havre Jan’y 19th 1777

Things are in much the Same state as when I arriv’d here, No order
to permit the exportation of the Tents, fusils, Cannon, &c.c. I know not on
what terms the Ships are freighted but neither have enough at present to fill
them, & not more than wou’d fill one, the Seine, as they call her. I wrote
you what time it would take to make a different arrangement. All allow
the Romaine safe for the voyage, but She sails & steers badly & there is
nothing now in her but the Cannon, some bombs, bullets, & the carriages
&c.c. of the Cannon. The other is a fine sailer, & even Monsr [Andrew]
Limozin allows her fit for the voyage. I am askd many questions by this
Latter, & by Monsr Feray. I appear to them to be dissatisfied with the Ships
& to look out for others, so that if Your orders & the Courts arrive the Seine
may sail directly for America, as intended by the Romaine, without much
suspicion. But what to do with the poor artillery men I know not, who
have waited here 3 or 4 months & have constantly worked & assisted in the
various changes of loading & unloading, which the Inconsistency of these
people directed. It is really a great hardship on these as I took the liberty
of mentioning before. They appear discreet Ingenious hardy fellows. De-
sire Mr Montieux or B. M. [Beaumarchais] to write to the same purpose as
Yourself, if you persist in not sending them. I wait with impatience to
hear from you. I find the Amphitrite is again put back. The great error
seems to be in the number of passengers & in Du Coudrays desire to See Dr
Franklin. Each here throws the blame on the other, and they do not
fail to calumniate each other like Devils — I find our good Doctor Dubourghs
offers to the Fermier Generauxs are not accepted, but that your bargain is
made. There are two or three letters arrivd here to this purpose, which
were shown to me in great confidence, and I dare undertake to say there
are as many gone to every part of France & that in Consequence there are
fifty schemes on foot to cheat the Fermiers Generaux’s in the Ships which
are to go out for it. If you ever expect secrecy from a French man, woman,
or child, you merit being abusd; the secrets of the women are sometimes
indeed worth having, but as from them you run the risque of Infection, So
from the Close whisper of the men you are suffocated with Garlic. There
are two ships for sale here which could be soon fitted out. I will get an
Inventory of them. Let me have your final orders for I am staying here with
no pleasure to myself, since I really can, be of little service. I shall get the
Invoice of every thing in these Ships, shall examine the fusils &c. I can
assure you that all my inquiries have turnd out in favor of the Sufficiency of
the Romaine except as to her sailing, which The persons concernd do not
pretend to vouch for. The Other can carry all the Cloathing all the Fusils,
the mortars, Shells, Tents, & mounts ten & can mount 16 guns and will be
ready to sail the moment the Embargo is taken off; but then 19 peices of
Cannon are left behind &c. for the Stowage being made of both the Ships, it
will be a work of time with Frenchmen to unload both in order that the Seine
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carry the Whole — Such is the Situation Determine. A vessel arriv’d spoke
a privateer of ours, off Cape Finisterre with three prizes. I beg my Compli-
ments to Dr Franklin & Mr Lee, & am with truth [&c.]

W. Carmichael

1. Silas Deane Papers, ConnHS.
20 Jan.
“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDONDERRY, JAN. 20.” 1

On Wednesday last a vessel came into Lough Foyle, which we hear is
the Molly, of Newcastle, laden with coals, for New York, but was taken by
an American privateer of 32 guns, who put some hands on board her in order
to carry her to Virginia; but the crew of the Molly rose on their new masters,
and have brought the vessel safe in as above.

1. London Chronicle, February 4 to February 6, 17717.

Public Advertiser, MONDAY, JA.NUARY 20, 1777

London [January 20].

Dr. Franklin is at Paris, and certainly came from the Congress for the
Purposes easier guessed at than explained.

It is said that Lord Weymouth, by a proper and spirited Memorial,
demanded the Restitution of the Ship Vine of Hull, which was laden at
Charant (a French Port near Rochefort) with Brandy, Lintseed, &c. for
Hull, and was taken by the American Privateer which brought Dr. Frank-
lin. And it is said, that the French Court, so far from complying with this
Request, have permitted the Ship and Cargo to be publicly sold at Nantz. Is
not this acknowledging the American Privateer’s Commission? And is not
that an Acknowledgment of the Independency of America?

Continental Journal, THURSDAY, JUNE b, 1777

London, January 20. ‘
The Provincial privateers have taken to the amount of

West India ships — - £ 1,069,000
Newfoundland — ' 58,500
African — 187,000
Canada and Nova Scotia - 16,500
Transports, victuallers, and storeships — 167,000
Irish — ' 3,500
Mediterranean — 14,000
Sundry traders — . 60,000

£ 1,575,500

Mr. Dean, Agent for the Congress at Paris, has received blank commis-
sions from them for fitting out privateers: He has asked and obtained leave
from the Court of France to fit out ships in their ports, and has sent over
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here to collect American officers for that service; so that we may expect
great havock among our merchant ships in the channel, as no cruizers are
out to intercept or annoy them, or any convoys for our trade to Spain or
Portugal, which must evidently suffer.

21 Jan.
London Chronicle, JaANUARY 18 To TUEsDPAY, JaNUARY 21, 177'7

[London] Tuesday, Jan. 21.

A letter from Alexander M’Daniel, late master of the ship Leghorn
Galley, bound from Jamaica to Liverpool, but taken by an American priva-
teer, and carried into Philadelphia, from whence he was arrived at Nantz
in the Mary and Elizabeth, Peter Young master, in 38 days, to his owner Mr.
Thomas Earle, of Liverpool, dated Nantz, Dec. 19, 1776, says,

“Here is the Enterprize [Reprisal] Capt. Weeks [Lambert Wickes] at
this place, belonging to the Congress, mounting 16 six-pounders, 24 swivels,
and one hundred and thirty men. She took a brig belonging to Corke
from Bourdeaux,——— God, master, and a brig from Rochelle, bound to
Hull,————Fetchet [Pratchell] master, about 15 leagues from this place,
.and has sold both vessels and cargoes to the Frenchi Here is also a privateer,
belonging to Charlestown, South Carolina, commanded by Capt. Cockran,
mounting.12 four-pounders and 80 men,* besides four other vessels belonging
to the Congress, all taking in naval and military stores, and are arming them
all.”

1. South Carolina Navy brig Notre Dame, Captain Robert Cochran.
22 Jan.

CapraiN WiLLiAM COoRNWALLIS, R.N., To PHILIP STEPHENS !

Sir [Isis, Portsmouth harbor] 22. Jany 77

In a Letter from Sierre Leona Dated 30th January 1776 I beg you to
acquaint their Lordships that I had Taken the St Johns Sloop into the
Service to enable me to execute that part of my orders relative to seizing
American Vessels belonging to particular provinces & prevent their carrying
Arms & Amunition to the rebels, I had reciev’d information of some that
were hiding up the rivers, one of which, a Schooner the St John, seized, and
I carried her to Jamaica. The Difficulty of corresponding and the length
of time it takes to recieve an Answer from England upon the Coast made
it impossible for me to recieve Authourity from the Admiralty, as I do not
doubt their Lordships would have thought it upon my representation a
Necessary Measure.

The Present rebellion and the information their Lordships had recieved
of the rebels- being supplyed with Powder and Arms from Africa makes it
a very particular case and there hath I believe always been a Vessel Stationed
in time of War upon the Weather part of the Coast of Africa How far this
Vessell hath succeeded doth not lay with me, she seized one Vessel which
could not have done without her; and I did not think I could very well
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Answer leaving the Coast with American Vessels upon it after recieving
their Lordships Orders to seize them.

I understand the Officer I put in to Command the St John is Arrived
in England, I have taken the Liberty of sending to you for their Lordships
inspection the scheeme of the Complement of Men she was to bare, also the
report of the Survey and the Value of the Officers who were upon the
Survey set upon her in case any Accident should happen the Vessel belongs
to the proprietors of Bents Island and the persons who are there on the
part of the proprietors did not chuse to make any agreement for the Hire or
to Value her.

I conclude all Vessels in Government Service are paid according to
their Tonnage. What I did was entirely for the Good of the Service and 1
hope will meet with their Lordships Approbation. I could recieve no Share
in any thing she might take nor was I any way Interested taking her into the
Service I am [&c.]

W. Cornwallis
1. Captain William Cornwallis’ Letter Book, 11-13, NYHS.

Lorp STORMONT TO LorRD WEYMOUTH !

[Extract]

No 14

Most Secret

My Lord Paris Jany 22d 1777

I never gave much Credit to the Report of the Amphitrite being ordered
to remain at L’Orient. It is now believed, that she is actually Sailed for
St Domingo.

I am secretly informed, that five Ships are preparing to sail from
Havre, L’'Orient, St Malo, Nantes, or la Rochelle. These Ships, which are
laden with Ammunition, Cloth, and various other Effects, for the use of
the Rebels, are to carry french Colours, and to clear out for St Domingo.
Beaumarchais is the Principal Director of the whole, he has paid ready
Money for great part of the abovementioned Cargoes, and if my Informa-
tion is right, has received large Remittances from England for that Pur-
pose, but from what Quarter, I do not know: there will be several Passengers
to North America, on board these Ships. . ..

I. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 107-12.
23 Jan.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, T0 COMMISSIONERS FOR SICK AND HURT
SEAMEN !
By &c
Whereas you have represented to Us by your Letter of the 24th of last
month, that you had received a Letter from Sir Peter Parker informing you
that the Companies of His Majesty's Ships under his command, employed
on an expedition against Charles Town South Carolina, had been afflicted
with the Scurvy and other disorders, and as there was not any Hospital or
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place on shore to receive them, he had given orders to the Agent for Victual-
ling the-said Squadron, to purchase twenty Casks of Limes at one Guinea
p Cask, which had been distributed amongst the Crews of those Ships and
proved very salutary; for the amount of which Limes the said Agent Victual-
ler had drawn a Bill upon You.

And, Whereas you have further represented to Us that you had received
a Letter from the Navy Board informing you that Captn Reid of His Maj-
esty’s ship Sphynx had represented to them that the Company of the said
Ship had been in a very sickly state with Scurvies and bilious disorders, and
that no fresh provisions having been to be procured, he had, at the recom-
mendation of the Surgeon, purchased 80 Gallons of Orange Juice at 5s P
Gallon, And that the said Board had referred to you a Bill drawn by the
said Captain Reid for the amount of the said Orange Juice.

We do hereby require and direct you, as the purchases of the above-
mentioned Articles appear by your said Letter to have been made with the
utmost propriety, to allow thereof and to accept and pay the said Bills
accordingly. Given &c the 23d January 1777.

Commissrs for Sick & Hurt. Sandwich.
By &c H. Penton.
PS. : H. Palliser.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 191-93.

Public Advertiser, THURSDAY, JaANUARY 23, 1777

London [January 23].

A true Briton observes, that the Fire at New York, the Fire at Ports-
mouth, the Fire at Bristol, and the burning the Hemp Warehouses on
Monday Night at Southwark, have had a very odd Effect on many People in
this Country, who before were disposed to favour the Americans; — in short
all these Fires have served to cool those mistaken Zealots, who had espoused
the unnatural Cause of ungrateful Children, against a too indulgent Parent.

The last Account from Bristol, which arrived on Monday Evening,
brought Advice that the Fire was happily extinguished, with the Loss only of
a few Houses, and some Warehouses. The Value of the Damage is not yet
mentioned. There is but one Opinion in that City concerning the Cause
of this extraordinary Event. They look upon it to be a Brush from the
Tail of some Comet that was observed not long ago by many People of
Portsmouth.

The Tin Case, containing Combustibles, which was found on board a
- Ship at Bristol, is said to be similar to that which was concealed in the Long
Room at Portsmouth.

Navy-Office,
Jan. 21, 1777

Whereas there is strong Reason to suspect that the Rope-house in the
Dock Yard, at Portsmouth, was on the 7th of December last most wickedly and
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maliciously set on Fire; and whereas several attempts (some of which have
taken Effect) have been made to set Fire to the City of Bristol; and as
there is Reason to suppose that the Incendiary or Incendiaries may have been
the same in both Cases, the following Description of a Person who was seen
in the Rope-house, in Portsmouth Yard, on the Day the said Fire happened,
and whose Conduct was suspicious, is now published, in hopes that on his
Apprehension some Light may be thrown on these two dreadful Transac-
tions.

He was called John, and is a Painter; said he worked as such last
Summer with one Golding, at Titchfield, in Hampshire. He is about 25
Years of Age, about five Feet seven Inches high, rather thin in Person, and
thin visaged.

Whoever will apprehend the said John, the Painter, and bring him
before any Magistrate, or give such Notice as may be the Means of his being
apprehended, so that he be produced to his Majesty’s Commissioners of
Portsmouth Dock Yard, or to the Commissioners of his Majesty’s Navy in
London, shall receive Fifty Pounds Reward, to be paid by the Commissioners
of the Navy: Or if the said Person, knowing himself to be innocent, will
voluntarily appear before Commissioner Gambier, at Portsmouth, or the
Commissioners of his Majesty’s Navy in London, he shall himself be entitled
to the same Reward.

Lorp GRANTHAM TO LORD WEYMOUTH !

No 3. : ‘
My Lord Madrid 23d Janry 1777.

I have received the Honour of your Lordship’s, No 28, with its several
Inclosures.

I saw M. Grimaldi yesterday, and spoke to him very strongly with respect
to the Prize, which the Washington Privateer? had taken, and sent into
Bilbao to dispose of the Cargo. I represented this Transaction to him, as an
Act of the most open Piracy, and as an Attempt to impose upon this Gov-
ernment by the Prize Master’s Endeavour to pass for the Captain of the
Vessell which he brought in, & added, that I was instructed to demand a
Delivery of the said Ship and Cargo to the true Proprietor. 1 enclose to
your Lordship a Copy of the Memorial which I have sent to him to state
and explain this Business. '

In the Conversation, which we had on this Subject, he asserted in the
strongest Terms his not being at all acquainted with it, and declared, that
ever since the first Discourse between us on the Subject of the American
Ships coming into Bilbao, very positive Orders had been sent from Govern-
ment here to prevent any Assistance being given to such Ships except of
absolute Necessity, to hinder their Stay in that River, not to admit the Sale
of any Prize which they might bring in, nor take any Step whatever tending
to admit in any Shape the Existence of a Power in America, separate from
that of Great Britain. I could not but observe to him, that if such Orders
had been issued, they were ill obeyed, for that, if T was rightly informed,
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the Cargo of this last Vessell had been sold, tho’ the Value of it was deposited
till further Orders. — "Though on this Occasion I did not obtain from him a
Promise of Restitution, as he asserted his own Ignorance of the Facts, yet
I think on the Foundation of the Arguments which the Memorial states,
and which he, I may say, allowed, it cannot well be refused. I have furnished
him with all the Information which I have received on this Subject, as well
the authentick Evidence which Captam Pennell gives of the Proceeding
against him, as such Facts relative to the Prize Master bringing the Ship
into Bilbao, as have come to my knowledge, and I am to add, that he
promised me an immediate Inquiry and Answer in Consequence of it.

I am informed, that the Master of a Merchant Ship, who left Toulon
on the 18th of last Month brought Intelligence to Alicant, that they were
heaving down for Service eighteen Ships of the Line and six Frigates, but
that he saw no Preparations for their being victualled and manned.

At Cadiz a new Ship called Angel de La Guardia, is arrived from
Carthagena in the Mediterranean with ten thousand Tents, which, it is
said there, are to be sent to Seville. Ammunition Bread is likewise ordered
in great Quantities, and to be got ready with the greatest Dispatch.

I have the Honour to be with the greatest Truth & Regard My Lord [&c.]

Grantham.

1. PRO, State Papers, 94/203.
2. Massachusetts privateer brig, Captain Elias Smith, Mass. Arch., vol. 7, 288.

24 Jan.
WIiLLIAM CARMICHAEL TO SiLAs DEANE 1

Dear Sir Havre 24th January 1777
Yours to the 22d I just this moment receivd. I hope what I have since
wrote has sufficiently explained what you wishd to know. However I will
repeat to you that in the Ist place without an order from Court the Vessel
cannot sail. In the Second place the 19 peices of Cannon, carriages for the
Cannon & matches & bomes & bullets are chiefly in the Romaine & are stowd
in such a manner in the hold, that it would be a work of Time to take these
out, & then unload the Andromide? which has all the Cloathing, fusils two
mortars some bomes, flints powder, bullets tents & in Short all that I could
have taken out of the other ship conveniently stowd away in her. I should
have sent this Ship instantly away with Du Coudray if the imbargo had been
taken off — She could sail tomorrow & should if that was the case. I only
suspect injunctions will be laid to go to St Domingo But I will promise
mountains to the Captn & he may call on me for performance hereafter, for
when we are so distressed we must not stick at Trifles. My first letter was
under cover to Monsr Le Grand. For Gods sake Paint the dispatch of the
Ships here, at Dunkirk and Marseilles, as the proof necessary to Show us that
France wishes to see us Independent. The English Consul at Tangier is
arrived here from Gibraltar. He says a ship from S. Carolina with a Mr
Dupont, whom he saw, Supercargo is carried into that place That by letters
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found on Board to a Gentleman in France. He was pressd to hurry ships
from Bourdeaux & Nantz away with Cloathing & likewise informd that He
might expect many American Ships in those ports, that In consequence of this
a light vessel was sent to Falmouth with the Intelligence. These Seas swarm
with English Cruisers. I wrote you that one or two vessels had been
searched just arrivd here. Yesterday a Captn Came in from Spain who
informs, that He was searched by a fifty Gun ship & the Arethusa a frigate
& chacd by several others. He likewise Informs that two American vessels
were arrived at Barcelona. The Weather has been Hazy, which may
facilitate their Escape. I think we have been told that France would not
allow English men of War to block up their ports. I have seen letters from
Various parts of England which mention that Dr Franklin is come over to
make peace thro the Mediation of France, that is a new turn.

Inclosed you have inventories of Vessels. 1 would have sent you an
accot of the trade of this place, but I shall reserve it till you have more
leisure. 1 am happy Dr Franklin does not think my journey to Berlin
useless. I shall lay before You the acct of Expences when I return to Paris
but I want nothing but mere expences — Too happy if I can devote any part
of other ways an useless life to the Public service. However if we are to be
Shuffled with I absolutely will return to America; either to tell lyes & keep
up their Spirits or tell the truth & let them guard against the worst. If I do
not receive the orders to suffer the Ship to sail by Sunday, I will quit this,
for my longer stay will only make a noise without Serving any one good
purpose I had like to have forgot that the Man who sold the wine offers to
repay the Money, if it is not found to be good. He is imployd by every
one here. I beg you to take Care of your self, to be able to assist you, is one
motive why I wish to quit this. My Compliments to your Collegues & tell
Mr Lee if He wishes his brother to have bark he must go to Versailles to have
the Embargo taken off. Upbraid Mr B. M. [Beaumarchais] for this

I am with truth your [&c.]
Wm Carmichael

1. Silas Deane Papers, ConnHS.
2. Renamed la Seine,

CAPTAIN LAMBERT WICKES TO THE COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE !

Gentlemen — St Auzear [St. Nazaire] January 24th 1777 -
My last of the 29th December, informed you of former proceedings &
this will serve to inform you of my proceedings to this day, In my last I
mentioned being Employed in getting provisions on board ready to proceed
on a Cruize, just as I had got ready for Sea, was Blocked up by the Ice and
while detained by that, recd. a Letter from the Honorable Commissioners
at Parris, desireing me to go to L'Oriont, and there View and inspect a 60
Gun Ship and two Frigates that was laying there, which was offered them on
very easy Terms, if they suited their purposes, I set out imeadiately to
perform this bussiness, but on examining the 60 Gun Ship found her rather
old and tender a Very slow Sailor & of so great draft of Water, that few of the
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American ports would have water enough for her to enter in At, One of
the frigates I found new and well put together, tho Something rougher than
those built at Philada The other Frigate & 50 Gun Ship, both old and
wanting great repair, the New Frigate Called the Count of Maurepas is a
Very fine Ship, will be mounted with 26 twelve pounders on her Gun Deck
& 10 Six pounders on her Quarter Deck and Fore Castle, her Masts, Yards,
Rigging Sails and Stores, are all new & of the first quality her Guns have
been used, but appear very good, the price is £ 17,000 Sterg  After perform —
ing this bussiness I made my report accordingly to your Honourable Com-
missioners at Parris, who have since wrote me, that they had not yet made
the purchase, but expected to do it Soon.

The river is now Clear of Ice, and I have got down to St Auzear, where
I am waiting a Wind to go to Sea — Doctor Franklin informs me that us, and
our prizes will be kindly received, protected and Supplied in all French and
Spanish ports. This is good news, which I have waited with impatience to
hear, and am very glad to have it in my power to give so good an Author for
it. I Cannot hear of any more Troops raising for the American Service
as yet, It had been reported that the russians has offered 40 thousand Men
for that Service, but this is not thought true, as France is determined to
Stop them if Possible, they have a large Fleet now in England in Commis-
sion,.which I believe they will find very difficult to Man, there never was
so hot a press in England before, and fewer Men got The French say they
are in the Situation they was last Warr having a number of Ships and no Men,
to Man them. I shall take particular Care to keep you informed of my
future proceedings by every opportunity that May offer, from Gentlemen
&c.
el Lamb* Wickes,
P.S. the Count of Maurepas is 114 feet Keel, 36 feet Beam 13 feet Hold &
6 feet between Decks —

1. Papers-CC (Letters Addressed to Congress), 78 XXIII, 335-58, NA.
25 Jan.
London Chronicle, THURSDAY, JANUARY 23 TO SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 1777

[London] Saturday, Jan. 25.

On Wednesday Capt. George Montagu, son of Vice Admiral Montagu
of the Fowey, was at Court, and had the honour to be introduced to his .
Majesty, who received him most graciously. As this gentleman took the
first American privateer,! was at the attack at New York, and has been
engaged in many active scenes for six years past, the King spent much time in
asking him many interesting questions.

Capt. Wyley, of the Alfred who is arrived at Dartmouth from Jamaica,
sailed from thence the 7th of November, and on the 8th of Dec. in Lat. 34,
13, north, long. 63, 40, west, was attacked by two American privateers,
which she beat off, and'saw no more during the rest of the voyage.
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The Leghorn Galley, M’Daniel, is taken and burnt at Philadelphia, and
with her the cargo.is consumed.?

The Woodcock, Richardson, from Quebec to London, is taken and
carried into Providence.

1. Washington’s armed brig Washington, Captain Sion Martindale. See Volume 2.
2. Taken by the Continental Navy schooner Wasp. See Volume 6.

JONATHAN WILLIAMS, JR. TO THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE 1

[Extract]
Nantes Jan 25 1777

T'am just informed that the amphitrite is at last gone, she sail'd yesterday
morning at 7 oClock

Nothing is more difficult than to procure Charts of our Coast. I am
however well supplied except from N York to Georgia, but here I want
particular ones; the Captain will I hope arrive at Boston, if not he must do
as well as he can with the general Charts (Mercators &c) . . .

1. Franklin Papers, vol. 87, 46, APS.

26 Jan. (Sunday)
AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE TO CAPTAIN SAMUEL NICHOLSON !

Sir — Paris, Jany 26th, 1777
You are directed to proceed to Boulogne, and there purchase, on as
good Terms as possible, a Cutter suitable for the purpose of being sent to
America; on the purchase being made dispatch the Vessel to Havre du Grace
to the Care of Monsr Limozin,? and agree in the Bargain to have her deliv-
ered, at sd Port, at the risque, & expence of the Original Owner, at which
stipulate to make the payment; should You miss of one at Boulogne, pro-
ceed to Calais, & pursue the same Directions, if you fail there pass to
Dover, or Deal, & employ a person; there to make the purchase as for Mr
Limozin of Nantes [sic Havre], at whose house the payment shall be made —
Your skill in Maritime Affairs will enable You, to judge of the Vessel, proper
for Our purpose, in which We wish You to embark yourself for Havre, &
on Your Arrival, put the Vessel, into the care of Mr Limozin to be fitted with
every thing necessary for her to proceed the designed Voyage, at the Same
Time directing Mr Limozin to call her, & speak of her as his Own, — after
which You will instantly set off, for this Place, to inform Us of Your proceed-
ings, meantime you are on purchasing, to write, first post, not to Us, but
to Mr Le Grand Banqr Rue Mons Mart Vis-a-Vis St Joseph a Paris, only
saying in a few Words that you have made a purchase, & shall draw on him
soon for the Money favor of Mr Limozin, or Words to that Purpose. This
Letter will be shewn Us, & We shall regulate, Our proceedings Accordingly.
Should you be obliged on purchasing, to pay at Dover or, Deal, Monsr Le
Grands Letter, will give a Sufficient Credit for the purpose and at Calais,
or Boulogne, you will address yourself, on the Score of advice, and Assistance
in Money Matters, to the persons to whom you will have Letters directed,
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but on No other Account, & avoid hinting your proceedings or views to any
one, but should Capt [Joseph] Hynson arrive from London & join you let
him go in the Vessel you purchase to Havre & there wait Our further Orders -
should he arrive and no Vessel be purchased, in Such Case, procure him a
passage to Havre, & Direct him to apply to Mr Limozin for Our Directions —
In the whole, We have to wish You to Make the Utmost Dispatch, & to
conduct with the utmost secrecy & the Oeconomy consistent with hastening
as fast as possible the Object in View.

1. Franklin Papers, Series 2, vol. 18, 329, LC. .
2. Andrew Limozin, Le Havre merchant, acting as agent for the American commissioners.

27 Jan.

London Chronicle, SATURDAY, JANUARY 25 To TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 1777

[London] Monday, January 27.
The Thomas, Bell, lately mentioned to be taken, is carried into Provi-
dence. The Captain was wounded in the engagement, and is since dead.

28 Jan.
CAPTAIN JAMES WoRTH, R.N., To PHILIP STEPHENS !

Sir Liverpool January 28th 1777

Please to acquaint their Lordships that this Morning hearing there
was a Ship coming into this Port, belonging to the Rebellious Colony'’s, 1
immediately sent off Lieutenant Clark to take Possesstion of her, and found
she was Called the Aurora John Hutchason Master, belonging to Cumberland
on york River Virginia Bound to Nantz in France Laden’d with 412 Hogs-
heads of Tobacco and Two Thousand Staves.

In there Passage find disputes had arrose Among the Crew, which were
Partly English and Americans and was the Cause of the Boatswain an English
Man Assisted with three others getting Possesstion of the Ship on the 20th
Instant, between the Latitudes of 47°: and 48° and Longitude of 20°: &
21°, Wish I could have Transmitted her Papers to their Lordships, but
am Prevented doing so by the Collector getting Hold of them before me. 1
understand after she had deliver'd her Cargo, she was to have been fitted for
War, and to Act as a Privateer, )

All the Americans I found on board without Acception I have Put on
board the Union Tender, that Arrived yesterday where I intend they shall
remain till I receive their Lordships Directions, Inclosed is their Names
and Quality, and I am Sir [&c.]

Ja®* Worth
[Enclosure] -
A List, of Fight American’s taken out of the Aurora, and Put on Board the
Union Tender, Lieut Collingwood,
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John Hutchason, master
James Richardson, Calls himself an owner
John Hall, son to an Owner, in Virginia

Jeff Jenkinson

Joseph-Walker |

Hughes Jonston | Seamen.

Gilbert Welch |

Jesse Topping J
[Endorsed] R 31 do Feby Ist Send Copy to Mr Seddon with directns to
proceed agt her as Droit of Admty

1. PRO, Admiralty 1/2672. Aurora was formerly the captured British transport Oxford. See
Volumes 5 and 6.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN !

My Lord Admiralty Office 28th Jany 1777

Having received a Letter from Vice Admiral Gayton Commander in
Chief of His Majestys Ships and Vessels at Jamaica, dated the 16th Novr last,
acquainting us with Intelligence he had received of a considerable Force
having been assembled by the Rebels upon the River Ohio, with an Intent
tc attack West Florida by the*Way of the Mississippi and of his Proceedings
in other Matters with the Squadron under his Command; We send your
Lordship inclosed a Copy of his said Letter for His Majesty’s Informa-
tion. and are My Lord &ca

Sandwich ]. Buller Lisburne

1. PRO, Colonial Office, 5/259, 130.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO CAPTAIN
WiLrLiamM CLEMENT FincH, R.N.!

By &c.

Having ordered the Commissrs for Victualling, His Majesty’s Navy to
cause all the provisions on board the Ship you command to be taken out of
her except what may be necessary for 160 Men for three months at whole
allowance, beer excepted, of which she is to have as much as she can con-
veniently stow, and a proper proportion of Spirits in lieu of the remainder;
You are hereby required and directed to put the surplus provisions into such
Craft as the said Commissioners shall send down to receive the same ac-
cordingly, and to make in other respects as much room on board the said
Ship as possible for receiving aboard Camp Equipage intended to be sent out
in her for the use of His Majesty’s Army under the command of General
Sir William Howe; letting Us know what number of Tons of the said Camp
Equipage you judge she will be then capable of receiving. Given &c the
28th January 1777.

Honoble Captn Finch — Camel — in Longreach. Sandwich
By &c Palmerston
PS. ) H. Palliser

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 219-20.
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PHILIP STEPHENS TO VICE ADMIRAL JOHN AMHERST, PLYMOUTH !

[Extract]
[Admiralty Office] 28 Jany 1777

.. . With respect to John Evans who has received 165 Lashes in part of
the punishment inflicted on him by Sentence of a Court Martial, and who
in the Opinion of the Surgeon will not be in a condition to undergo the
remainder of his Punishment for a considerable time, I am to acquaint you
that, upon your intercession therein, their Lordships are pleased to remit
the remainder of the Punishment. . . .

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/553, 509-10.

JournaL oF CHARLES HERBERT !

[H. M. S. Belle Isle, oft Plymouth]

[1777. January] 27. The daily allowance on board His Majesty’s ships, is:
Sunday, pork and peas; Monday, birgu,® butter and cheese; Tuesday, beef
and pudding; Wednesday, birgu and peas, butter and cheese; Thursday,
pork and peas; Friday, birgu and peas, butter and cheese; Saturday, beef
and pudding; a pint of wine, or half a pint of rum, when at sea; and when in
port, beer in abundance, and fresh meat twice in a week.

28. To-day I received a pair of stockings, a present from one of the
seamen.

1. Herbert, A Relic of the Revolution, 20-21.
2. Burgoo, a thick oatmeal gruel.

29 Jan.

Public Advertiser, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29, 1777

London [January 29].

They write from Jamaica, that a Number of Pirates, who do not act
immediately under the Authority of the Congress, have made their Ap-
pearance in those Seas: They are chiefly commanded by French and Dutch
Rovers, and do incredible Damage.

The same Letters add, that the Keith, an armed Ship, fitted out by the
Merchants at Port Royal, had just brought in one of those Vessels; the
Commander of which was a Frenchman, born in Martinico, upon whom a
Court Martial was ordered to sit; and if he was found guilty, he would be
hanged.

London Chronicle, TuEspay, JANUARY 28 To THURSDAY, January 30, 1777

[London] Wednesday, January 29.

A letter from Lisbon, dated Jan. 9, says, “The Zephyr stoop of war has
brought in here two prizes; one of them the Argo, Captain Ward; and the
other the schooner Betsey, Lebras, with 1100 quintals of Bachalaw, bound
from New England to Bilboa, on account of the Congress.”
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The Lords of the Admiralty have promoted Captain George Montagu,
of his Majesty’s ship Fowey, to the command of the Romney, a sixty-gun
ship, on board of which his father the Admiral is to hoist his flag as Com-
mander in Chief and Governor at Newfoundland.

Lorp STORMONT TO LORD WEYMOUTH 1

Particular
No 17
My Lord Paris Jany 29th 1777

In Consequence of Applications made to me, by the Proprietors of the
two Vessels taken by the American Privateer, the Reprisal I spoke Yesterday
to M de Vergennes, and not caring to give in a formal Memorial, I gave him
extracts of the Letters I had received.

The Owners of the ship called the Vine State, that their Cargoe has in
part been sold clandestinely, and part put on board the Reprisal, and that
their Vessel is they hear in the River Vannes. Their Demand is, that this
Court should give orders to stop the Reprisal, till the Value of their ship
and Cargoe, should be repaid them. M de Vergennes said, that this was
not a reasonable Claim. I observed to him that without entering into the
general Question, and confining myself for the Moment, to the Conduct of
the Captain of the Reprisal, it was clear that his proceeding was absolutely
Piratical, and that it was therefore as much to the Interest of France, as it
could be ours, to treat him, as a Pirate. 'Without any direct answer to this,
M de Vergennes took the Note to Shew it to M de Sartines. Upon my
Return from Versailles I found a Letter from Nantes which informs me that
the Reprisal is actually sailed.

The owners of the ship the George State, that their ship has as they
hear, been sold to a Monsieur Le Port. M de Vergenneés took particular
Notice of this, and said of his own accord, that that was directly contrary to
the Intentions of this Court, and that he knew, M de Sartines had sent the
most positive orders, that no American Captor, Should be permitted to sell
his Prize, or any part of the Cargoe.

I am with the greatest Truth and Respect My Lord [&c.]

Stormont.
1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 122-23.
Lorp STorMONT TO LORD WEYMOUTH !
Most Secret
No 19 .
My Lord Paris Jany 29th 1777

Having received further Confirmations, of the Intelligence I sent Your
Lordship with regard to the five Ships, I mentioned in my Letter No 14 I
thought the thing of too much importance, to be passed over in Silence,
tho’ at the same time I was aware of the Impropriety, of making a formal
Complaint, I endeavoured to take a middle way, and spoke to M de Vergen-
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nes Yesterday, to the following Effect. I began with saying, that as his
Excellency, and M de Maurepas had repeatedly given me, the strongest
Assurances, of the friendly sentiments, and pacific Intentions of this Court,
I was persuaded that I should second their views, by acquainting them with
whatever came to my Knowledge, that carried a contrary appearance, et
sembloit tendre a un But contravie. -

After this short preface, which I made as polite as I could, I added, que

partant de ce principe, I would communicate to his Excellency, some in-

formation, that had come to me from various Quarters, since we met last. I
then My Lord mentioned the five Ships, enumerated the five different Ports,
from whence they are to sail, told him, that they were french Vessels, were to
carry french Colours, and were laden with large quantities of Ammunition,
Cloth, and other effects; All designed ultimately for the Rebels, nay more,
actually belonging to them, at least in part, and already paid for by their
Emissaries here, and the secret agents they employ. I said all this My Lord,
as clearly, and strongly as I could, but with great Civility in the Manner, and
without making the least Comment, as I waited to see what answer He would
give me. He seemed rather embarrassed, assured me, that the whole was
absolutely new to him; that indeed it did not, as I knew, relate to his De-
partment, but to that of M de Sartine, to whom he would Speak upon the
Subject. He then My Lord renewed the strongest assurances of the pacific
Intentions, of the King his Master, and spoke like a Man who is much in
Earnest, and who stands upon Truth.

After I had made a proper return to this He put a Question to me, which
I easily saw was a premeditated one, He said that I should oblige him
greatly, by giving him an Eclaireissement with regard to the Lettres de
Marque, I had mentioned in a former Conversation; that he understood
they were to be given to Merchant Ships, to authorize them to defend
themselves, and make lawful Prizes of their Enemies, all which was most
just, and reasonable, but what He wished to know was, whether the ships
that had those Lettres de Marque would thereby be authorized to stop, and
search Neutral Vessels; he owned, that as ships can hoist any Colours they
please it was reasonable to examine them so far as to know whether they did,
or did not, belong to the Nation, whose Colours they carried, but that the
proper way of doing that was to examine Les Lettres de Mer that as to an
actual Search there were infinite objections to it, it was a great interruption
to Commerce, and brought on many disagreeable Discussions. I told Him,
that it was not in my Power, to give him an Answer, without further in-
formation, and put him in mind, that I had spoke of those Lettres de Marque
only as a thing in Contemplation. After he had admitted this, I brought
him back to the original Subject, which I did not think we had sufficiently
entered into, and begged him to consider, what Suspicions, and Jealousies,
the Departure of these five ships, if it should take place must occasion in
England. This whole Transaction cannot be a secret there in the first place
Sir, I shall of Course mention it as is my Duty (He said I clearly ought to
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do so) but independent of the Information I give my Court, It is a secret,
that is already in many Hands, and must soon cross the Seas. It is well
known at Paris, that Beaumarchais directs the whole of this Enterprize, that
he Beaumarchais has frequent interviews with Franklin and Deane. M de
Vergennes interrupted me here with an Exclamation (c'est le grand feseur
que ce Beaumarchais) he said this, with a smile of Contempt, and spoke
with derision, of the admirable Secrecy, with which He, and his Associates,
conduct their Business. I answered with a Smile that we who wished. to be
informed, were obliged to them for the facilities they gave us, and then
added in a graver Tone that I had good Reason to believe, that the Rebels
had a great .Share, if not the whole of those Cargoes, and had actually paid
for them, that.it was therefore evident, they were u]tlmately designed for
North Amerlca ;-whatever Port these Ships might give out they sailed for,
that suffering the Rebels to be supplied, with Ammunition, was contrary to
the friendship, this Court . professed for us, and in direct Contradiction to
the friendly Declaration His Excellency had given me in writing, many
Months ago. that the Suffering Ammunition to be conveyed to them in
french Bottoms, was still more unfriendly, than, the winking at their getting
it here en fraude and carrying it in their own Ships, that whether these
warlike Stores went directly to North America or touched first at st Domingo
was in fact a Matter of Indifference, that every body knew that this was not
the way in which this Court apprevisonner ses Isles. He interrupted me
here to Say that they sometimes did send, Ammunition on board Merchant
Men, without controverting this I only answered that at least they did not
send Ammunition that the Rebels had paid for, which was the case here, I
added that if these Vessels were met by an Engllsh Man of War, and between
twenty, and thirty thousand Uniforms were found on board it would be
impossible to suppose, that they were designed, for the Garrison of St
Domingo. What said he hastily do they send uniforms ready made up. I
answered that I was not Sure that that was the Case but had been told so. I
added, that I knew where the Rebel Emissaries, and their great,Agent
Beaumarchais, had bought large Quantities of Cloth On vend son Drap a qui
on soent said he with a smile — I replied that there was a great difference
between letting the Rebels have Cloth, which I knew Clothiers would sell
to those who paid for it, and sending it in french Vessels but that what I
laid the greatest stress upon was the large Quantities of Ammunition with
which they were to be supplied and the manner in which it was to be con-
veyed. I told him that I had already acquainted him with the Motives from
which I spoke that I always endeavoured to speak before the Event, as my
object was to prevent not to complain. I then My Lord added by way of
Illustration tho' Your Lordship will easily believe that was not my real
Reason, that I had done so with regard to the french Officers said to be
designed for North America, and had spoke as he well knew before any of
them had sailed — What is become of them said He with a forced smile, —
that your Excellency must know better than I can — I protest to You My
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Lord, I do not, believe me you know more of these Matters than I do, I see
you do — I answered that as I run about a good deal, I do now and then, pick
up some Intelligence, but I cannot imagine my information can be better
than Yours, however as You desire it I will without hesitation: tell you what
I know Ithen My Lord told him with truth, — that we believe at Paris that
the ship which had those officers on board, and which was drove back by
stress of Weather, had again put to sea, After I had said this, I was silent
not chusing to be particular in my information — He paused for a Moment
and then said with a serious and even Melancholy Tone, You cannot con-
ceive what Engines are at Work what Wheels within wheels. be assured
nous avons aussi Notre opposition

I answered that to speak to Him, not as a foreign Minister but as a
friend. It was my clear opinion that the best manner to deal with all
oppositions was not only to take care of Essentials mais de ne jamais donner
prise sur Foi dans les petites choses. And then My Lord being desirous to
resume once more a Subject to which I probably shall not return. I said
that I did not consider those officers as a formidable Recruit, but that was
not the point; the Intention and appearance the Thing carried was greatly
to be Attended to, that to be sure France might send to st Domingo what
officers she pleased, but if those Officers whose Noms et surnoms were already
known to many here, and who certainly could not escape the Vigilance of
such an able and active Governor as M D Ennery should steal from st
Domingo to North America, their appearance there must force such a
conclusion as before the event I would never draw

To give Your Lordship very shortly the substance of M de Vergennes
Answer (as I have already troubled You so long) it consisted in thanks for
my Intentions, and for the Manner in which I had spoke to him, in a
renewal of the most friendly professions and in a promise to acquaint the
King and M de Maurepas with all that had passed

Notwithstanding the Encouragement His Majestys gracious approbation
of my Conduct has given me, I should not have ventured to touch upon a
subject of this Delicacy without Orders, if I had not been induced to it by
reflecting that the Thing did not brook delay as my last Intelligence says
the ships are preparing to Sail I am with the greatest Truth and Respect
My Lord [&c.]

Stormont.

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 126-31.

30 Jan.
PHILIP STEPHENS TO VICE ADMIRAL JAMES YOUNG!

Sir [Admiralty Office] 30 Jany 1777
Mr Cumberland Secretary to the Lords Commrs for Trade & Planta-

tion, having transmitted to my Lords Commrs of the Admty an Extract of a

Letter which he received dated at St Croix the 18th Novr last giving an
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Account of .the Arrival of several American Vessels at that Port and St
Thomas’s from America, & that about a dozen had come to the Danish
Islands in, the course of five Weeks; I am commanded by their Lordships to
send you enclosed a Copy of the said Extract for your information, and am
&ca : PS

Yice g‘t‘lj’fl Young at By the Packet 5 Feby
Duplicate 8 Feby by the Sylph

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/553, 516.

Public Advertiser, THURSDAY, JANUARY 30, 1777

London [January 30].

"The Proclamation just published by the French King, says a Corre-
spondent,. prohibiting the Sale of any English Vessels or their Cargoes
brought into any of the Ports of France by the Americans, under the De-
nomination of Prizes, is a clear, undeniable Evidence of the Sincerity of the
Court of Versailles, in their constant Declarations that they are resolved
to continue at Peace with Great Britain. All Reports to the contrary, we
may be assured, are manufactured here, by interested Stockjobbers, or by
disappointed Statesmen and their Journeymen.

31 Jan.

MEMORIAL OF THE UNDERWRITERS OF AN INSURANCE POLICY ON THE
BriTisH SHIP Vinel

To the Right Honourable Lord Viscount Weymouth one of
his Majesty’s Principal Secretary’s of State.
The Memorial of the Underwriters of a Policy of Insurance
on the Ship Vine Captain [James] Pratchell. —
Sheweth

Unto your Lordship that the Ship Vine loaded with French produce
was taken by an American Privateer (the same that carried the Rebel Dr
Franklin to France) coming from Rochelle for Hull the Day after she set
Sail and carried into Nantz where she now lays uncondemned though de-
tained. —

That the Master of the Privateer has Piratically sold or embezled the
Cargo of the said Ship upon a Representation of which to the French Court
orders (as your Memorialists are informed) have been given to the Agent
of the said Ship to Seize the Effects of the Rebels belonging [to] the said
Privateer to satisfy the Value of the Cargo by which means the Underwriters
of the Cargo will be saved harmless And therefore Your Lordships Memorial-
ists beg leave to supplicate Your Lordship that immediate application may
be made to the Ambassador at the French Court for the delivering up the
said Ship for the benefit of the Owners or that the Value of the said Ship
(which is underwrote at Hull for Seven hundred Pounds) of the Effects of



JANUARY 1777 555

the Proprietors of the Privateer may be seized for the benefit of the Under-
writers or that such other means may be used to indemnify Your Memorial-
ists as Your Lordship shall think proper And your Lordships Memorialists
shall ever hold themselves under the highest obligations to Your Lordship.

Hull 31st January 1777. Richard Bell Sam! Wright
Joseph Hickson John Jarratt
Simon Horner Henry Horner

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 144,

Williamson’s Liverpool Advertiser, FripAY, JaNuary 31, 1777 ° |

[Liverpool]

Tuesday last [January 28] was brought into this port, the ship Oxford,
from York River, in Virginia, loaded 412 hogsheads of tobacco and staves,
which was intended for Nantz, in France; on the passage, four of the ships
company took the vessel from the rest, being eight, besides the supercargo,
Mr. Hall, and Mr. Richards, a passenger. It appears that these four resolute
brave men (two of whom are Liverpool, and the other two Lancaster lads,
had, in conjunction with others of their countrymen who were put on board
other vessels) combined together in Virginia, to attempt, on their passage,
to take the respective vessels they belonged to; this was effecteally accomp-
lished in the Oxford, on Sunday the 11th instant, and with safety brought
into this harbour, in the presence of thousands of rejoicing spectators. These
brave sailors say that a brig loaded with tobacco, from the same place, with
some men, part of their association, may be daily expected to arrive here. —-
The Oxford originally belonged to Glasgow, and was in the transport service
when took by the Americans.! — As this vessel was not taken by the officers
and seamen of his Majesty’s ships of war, she becomes, by virtue of an act
of the last session, and also the cargo, forfeited to his Majesty, who will, no
doubt, reward the brave captors with the whole, or the greatest part of
this valuable prize; which it is hoped will encourage all seamen, that may be
engaged in the Rebel Service, to imitate these brave fellows.

1. Renamed Aurora. See Volumes 5 and 6.

MarQuis bE NOAILLES TO COMTE DE MAUREPAS !
[Extract]

London 31st January 1777.

It is but too true, Monsieur le Comte, that our preparations must con-
stitute a serious charge on the King’s finances. We have not, however, any
other means, either to repulse the first attacks with which we are threatened,
or to avert war, if there still remains any hope of doing so. I confess that
my hopes grow weaker in proportion as I follow the progress of this coun-
try. Through the different pretexts which the British Ministry makes use of
to disguise its hostile intentions, it is impossible not to distinguish a de-
termination tending to war. In any other circumstances, the half of what
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they have already done would leave us no doubt as to what we should have
reason to expect from them. The present circumstances joined to the
pacific assurances of the English Ministers are, it is true, well fitted to deceive,
and the period which elapses between the measures taken from time to time
supports all the artifices which they make use of to calm our suspicions. But
we cannot conceal from ourselves that the facts remain, that they accumulate,
and that in separating the good alloy from the bad, I mean, what is appli-
cable to the American war from that which can only be intended for a foreign
war, in this latter respect the maritime forces of England will shortly be on a
formidable footing. If they are not sufficient to suddenly make war with
advantage in all parts of the world, they are at least more considerable than
those which Great Britain has ever been able to gather together at any
period before commencing hostilities.

1. AMAE, Correspondance Politique, Angleterre, vol. 521, 157-59, 1.C Photocopy.

Public Advertiser, FripAY, JaANUARY 31, 1777

London [January 31].

The New York Packets now employed mount 16 Guns, and carry 50
Men, the same as the War Establishment.-

A Letter from Limerick by Wednesday’s Mail, brings Advice, that a
large American Privateer put into the River Shannon, and sent a Boat on
shore to procure some fresh Provisions and fresh Water, which they were
readily supplied with, but sent the Commanding Officer Word, that his Stay
there would be disagreeable to the Inhabitants, and perhaps more so to
himself and People, as some Men of War from England are hourly expected
there; upon which the Captain of the Privateer weighed Anchor, and sailed
away. He wanted to barter Goods he had on board; such as Sugars, Rum,
&c. for some Provisions. He said he had been out four Months, and had
sent three Prizes to New England, two of them from Jamaica. He had
22 Guns and 130 Men; said his Ship was fitted out by the Congress, but the
Name of it they could not learn.

R. IrvINE TO LORD SUFFOLK !

No 2 Rotterdam Janry 31st 1777
My Lord

My last respects were of 21st Inst — since which a list of the Dutch Ships
intended this Season for the Whale Fishery, has been published, by which it
appears they are to send 72 to Greenland, & 45 to Straits Davis; being 5 fewer
tc the former, & one more to the Latter place, than last year. Iam informed
that Two Frigates of War are to escort those which fish in Straits Davis, to
protect them, as is said, from the Visits & insults of the Danes, who last year,
seized & carried to Copenhagen Two Dutch Ships, & one belonging to Nan-
tucket, under pretence of their having traded with the Natives, contrary to
an exclusive priviledge from His Danish Majesty for that Trade to a Company
of Merchants, extending in West Greenland, from Latitude 60, to 73
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North. I have not yet been able to learn whether the Two Frigates destined
for the Escorte, are to be of those belonging to the States, or only Private
Ships Armed by the Merchants & Provided with Letters of Marque; if the
former, it is most probable that the Object of their Mission is the Protection
of the Dutch Ships in their fishery, but if the Latter, it is not quite impos-
sible but they may serve for purposes less Justifiable; for it is certain that a
quantity of Powder & Ammunition was last year Sent from Amsterdam to
Straits Davis, & there put onboard of American Vessells sent to recieve them.

1 know not whether the Nature of the Voyage admitts of Ships destined
to Fish being Armed; but if that be practicable, it might be easy to grant
Letters of Marque to some of our Ships bound to Straits Davis, to Seize
such American Vessells as they should find Concerned in that illicit Trade. —
Some of the Ships for Straits Davis Sail from hence so early as the Last Week
in February, but Certainly in the Course of March. I have the Honour to
Remain with most perfect Respect My Lord [&c.]

.RIrvine

1. PRO, State Papers, 84/555.

1 Feb.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO CAPTAIN SAMUEL Hoop, R.N.!

So Soon as the Number of Men on board the Ship you command shall
be completed to 650 for which we have given directions to Vice Admiral Sir
James Douglas, You are hereby required and directed to put to Sea with the
first opportunity of Wind and Weather, and proceed & cruize between the
Start Point and the Isle of Wight to procure Men for His Majesty’s Fleet,
agreeable to the Press Warrant and Instructions which you have received,
particularly from Homeward bound Merchant Ships; Victualling all such
new raised men as your Ship’s Company, during their continuance on board
her; And when you have procured as many as she can conveniently contain,
or have lent so many of her men as she can spare, to Merchant Ships, to
navigate them, in lieu of those you may take from them, You are to repair
to Spithead and dispose of the said new raised as the abovementioned Vice
Admiral or the Commanding Officer of His Majesty’s Ships there for the
time being shall direct; delivering with them Lists of their names with
notations thereon of the respective times of their coming into the Service;
that they may be entered for Wages accordingly on the Books of the Ships
wherein they may be appointed to serve, and sending to our Secretary an
account of the Numbers procured.

During your continuance on the above Service, you are on occasions of
bad Weather to anchor at St Helens, and to enquire for orders, and not find-
ing any to the contrary, to return as soon as the weather will admit and cruize
as above directed. Given &c the st February 1777.

Captn Hood — Courageux — Spithead J. Buller.
By &c Palmerston.
PS. Lisburne.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 232-33.
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Lorps CoMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO CAPTAIN JoHn Brooks R.N.!

By &c.

So soon as the number of Men on board the ship you commzz’nd shall be
completed to 500 for which we have given directions to Vice Admiral Am-
herst; you are hereby required and directed to put to sea with the first
opportunity of wind & weather, and proceed and cruize between the Latitudes
of 46° and 47°, 30 Leagues to the Westward of the Penmarks point, for the
protection of the Trade of His Majesty’s Subjects, and diligently to look out
for, and upon falling in with, to endeavour to take or destroy, any Privateirs
or other Ships or Vessels belonging to the Rebellious Colonies of North
America.

You are to continue on the above Station for one month after your
arrival thereupon, and then make the best of your way back to Plymouth,
and remain there until you receive further order; sending Us an account
of your Arrival & proceedings. Given &c the Ist February 1777.

Captn Brooké, Belle Isle, Plymo J. Buller
By &c. Palmerston
PS. . Lisburne.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 233-34.

Lorps CoMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO CAPTAIN Francis REynorLps, R.N.!

By &c

So soon as the number of Men on board the Ship you command shall be
completed to 500 for which we have given directions to Vice Admiral Sir
James Douglas, and you shall have received on board the sum of £10,000 for
carrying on the payments & Recalls of His Majesty’s Ships at Plymouth,
which we have directed the Navy Board to cause to be delivered into your
charge, You are hereby required and directed to put to Sea with the first
opportunity of Wind and Weather, and make the best of your way to
Plymouth, where you are to deliver the said money according to its consign-
ment, and then proceed and cruize without a moments loss of time off the
Capes Ortegal and Finisterre (ranging about within 30 Leagues from either
of them) for the protection of the Trade of His Majesty’s Subjects, and
diligently to look out for, and upon falling in with, to use your best en-
deavours to take or destroy any Privatiers or other Ships or Vessels belonging
to the Rebellious Colonies of North America.

You are to continue upon the above Station for one month after the
making either of the above Capes, or the Land near the same, and then
return without loss of time to Spithead for further Order sending Us an
account of your arrival & proceedings. Given &c the 1st Febry 1777.

Captn Reynolds — Augusta — Spithead. : J. Buller.
By &c Palmerston.
PS. : Lisburne.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 234~36.
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Lorbps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO DAVID MAITLAND !

By &c.
Whereas we have signed a Commission appointing you Master and
Commander of the Earl of Besborough Packet Boat; You are hereby required
and directed, not to hoist any cther Colours, worn in His Majesty's Fleet,
besides a Red Ensign, Jack and Pendant on board the said Packet Boat,
at any time, or on any Account. Given &c the Ist Febry 1777.
J. Buller. Palmerston. Lisburne.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 236.

London Chronicle, THURSDAY, JANUARY 30 TO SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1777

[London] Saturday, Feb. 1.

The Aurora, John Hutchinson master, late the Oxford, of Glasgow.
taken by the rebels, with a party of the 7Ist regiment on board, and carried
into Virginia, is brought into Liverpool, laden with 412 hogsheads of tobac-
co on account of the Congress, and bound to Nantz or Bourdeaux. She was
navigated by 15 men, and had a Mr. Hall on board in; the capacity of a
supercargo; eight of the crew were Englishmen, and had all been prisoners
in America. About the longitude of 16 W. and lat. 47, Wm. Turner, boats-
wain of a ship, and who had previously sounded the inclinations of the
English sailors, and found them willing to assist in seizing the vessel and
carrying her to England, secured the captain and supercargo in the cabbin,
while his companions secured the American sailors upon deck; they were
all soon overpowered, and Turner, who took the command, shaped his
course for Liverpool, where he arrived the 29th instant. All the American
papers were secured, and the cargo, at the present price of tobacco, is of very
great value.

AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE TO VERGENNES !

Paris Feby Ist 1777
Presented by Mr Lee alone at Versailles

Messrs Franklin, Dean, and Lee, Ministers from the Congress of the
United States, beg leave to represent to his Excellency the Count de Vergen-
nes, that besides the general alarming Accounts of the Success of the English
against their Country, they have just received authentic Intelligence from
England, that Eight thousand Men, chiefly Germans under the command of
General [John] Burgoyne, are to be sent early in the Spring to America, and
to be employed, with some Ships of War in the Invasion of Virginia and
Maryland.

That if not by some means diverted from this Design, it will be in their
power to destroy a great part of those States, as the Houses and Estates of
the principal Inhabitants are situated on the navigable Waters, and so
seperated from each other, as to be incapable of being defended from arm’d
Vessels conveying Troops, the Place of whose Landing cannot be forseen,
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and consequently Force cannot be assembled in all Places sufficient to
oppose them.

That great danger is also to be apprehended, from the Blacks of those
States, who being excited and armed by the English may greatly strengthen
the Invaders, at the same time that the fear of their Insurrection, will pre-
vent the white Inhabitants from:leaving their places of Residence and as-
sembling in such Numbers for their own Defence against the English, as
otherwise they might do.

Thus the greatest Part of the Tobacco of those States is probably
collected, as usual in the Warehouses of the Inspectors, which are also
situated on navigable Waters and will be liable to be taken and destroyed
by the Invaders. That the destruction of these two States probably may
make a great impression on the Minds of the People in the rest, who seeing
no prospect of Assistance from any European Power, may become more
inclined to listen to Terms of Accomodation.

That the Supplys of Arms and Amunition of War, which they have
been made to expect from France having been by various means delay’d and
retarded, are not likely to arrive before the Commencement of the next
Campaign, and may perhaps be despair’d of, especially if those Supplies are
to be carryed first to the French Islands.

That notwithstanding the measures to convince the Court of Britain
that France does not countenance the Americans, that Court, according to
our Information, believes firmly the contrary; and it is submitted to the
consideration of your Excellency, whether, if the English make a Conquest
of the American States, they will niot take the first Opportunity of shewing
their Resentment by begining themselves the War that would otherwise
be avoided; and perhaps begining it as they. did the last, without any previous
Declaration.

Upon the whole, we cannot on this Occasion omit expressing our Ap-
prehensions, that if Britain is now suffered to recover the Colonies, and
annex again, their great growing Strength and Commerce to her own, She
will become in a few Years the most formidable Power by Sea and Land
that Europe has yet seen, and assuredly from the natural Pride and Insolence
of that People, a. Power to all the other States the most pernicious: and
intolerable.

We therefore would with all Deference submit it to the Wisdom of his
Majesty and his Ministers, whether if the Independance of the United States
of America with the consequent Diminution of British Power and the Free-
dom of Commerce with them be an object of Importance to all Europe
and to France in particular, this is not the proper time for effectual Exertions
in their favour; and for commencing that War which can scarcely be much
longer avoided, and which will be sanctified by this best of Justifications,
that a much injured, and innocent People will thereby be protected and
delivered from cruel Oppression and secured in the enjoyment of their just
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Rights; than which nothing can contribute more to the Glory of his Majesty
and of this Nation. -

1. Lee Family Papers, 1742-1795, UVL.

BEAUMARCHAIS TO VERGENNES !

[Extract]
Paris, Ist. February 1777

. . my yesterday’s letters have informed me of the departure of three
of my vessels in three days; one from L’Orient, one from Nantes and the
other from Havre. But without the cannon there is no pleasure. M de
Sartine summons me this evening to Versailles. May he at last, with a stroke
of the pen, save me from the perpetual and insupportable reproaches which
I receive without complaint . . .

1. AMAE, Correspondance Politique, Angleterre, vol. 521, 160, LC Photocopy.

VERGENNES TO THE MARQUIS DE NOAILLES !

[Extract] .
at Versailles the 1st Febry 1777.

The King has strongly approved, Sir, the particulars which you discussed
with the Earl of Suffolk regarding letters of marque; you have made that
Minister feel and see the ill consequences resulting from such an extreme
recourse; it seems that he perceived them by assuring you that our merchant
ships would not be called upon for compliance. I most sincerely desire that
the instructions to new privateer owners conform to this assurance; we can
only judge them by the Bill to be offered in Parliament.

1. AMAE, Correspondance Politique, Angleterre, vol. 521, 161-63, LC Photocopy.
2 Feb. (Sunday)

RESOLUTION OF THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE !

Paris, Feby 2d 1777.

It is considered that in the present situation of things at.the Courts of
France and Spain, we find no probability of obtaining any effectual aid,
alliance, or declaration of War against Great Britain, without the following
stipulation; therefore

We the Commissioners plenipotentiary from the Congress of the United
States of America, are unanimously of Opinion, that if France or Spain
should conclude a Treaty of Amity and Commerce with our States, and
enter into 2 War with Great Britain in consequence of that, or of open aid
given to our States, it will be right and proper for us, or in.absence of the
others, for any one of us, to stipulate and agree that the United States, shall
not separately conclude a Peace, nor aid Great Britain against France or
Spain, nor intermit their best exertions against Great Britain during the
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continuance of such War. Provided always that France & Spain, do on their
part enter into a similar stipulation, with our States.
B Franklin Silas Deane Arthur Lee

1. Franklin Papers, vol. 9, 1-2, UPL.

3 Feb.
Public Advertiser, MonNpAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1777

London [February 3].

The American Dispatches brought over in the Aurora have afforded the
highest Satisfaction to our Ministry. The Vessel was taken by the bravery
of Four Englishmen, who happening to be upon Deck with their loaded
[fus]es, whilst the American Sailors were up in the Shrouds, presented their
Pieces, and ordered them to come down singly, secured them under the
Hatches, and steered their Course for Liverpool. They then seized the
Captain’s Dispatches, whose Orders were to bear away for Nantz, and to
avoid speaking with any Vessel in his Voyage.

Enclosed was a Packet from the Congress, for Dr. Franklin, sealed with
their Arms, which with a Delicacy, not always to be met with in British
Tars, they forebore to open, rightly judging it improper for the Contents to
be made known to any other than Administration.

This Packet they brought to London, and on Saturday Morning de-
livered into the Hands of Lord North. The Contents of this Packet will
inform Government of what they have long wished to know, the true Motive
of Dr. Franklin’s Journey to the Coast of France.

Lorp GRANTHAM TO LORD WEYMOUTH !

[Extract]
No 5. Madrid 3d Febry 1777.

An American Merchantman has brought Accounts from America of the
2d of last Month, which tend to confirm the expectation of the best Con-
sequences of the Success of His Majesty’s Forces, and the Captain, one
Gordon, is persuaded, that from the Discontent of Washingtons Army, the
Difficulty of keeping them together, and other Causes, the several colonies
will return to their Allegiance.

This Intelligence came to Persons too well affected to the Americans,
who betrayed their concern and surprise at-it. I know that in the Northern
Ports of this Country, and at Cadiz, the Spaniards and French have been
very sanguine in favour of America, but have lately very much lowered their
Language. At this Court, however, I must observe that nothing of that
kind has ever broke out, and that the Sentiments of the Ministers have, as
far as they have been known, been consistent in wishing that no change
should finally take place on the Continent of America. It is to be hoped
that, if the same opinion is not sincerely entertained at the Court of France,
it may, however, out of Policy, be adopted.
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I am informed, that lately more vessels have come into the Ports of
this Country without meeting any American Enemies, than had before,
which leads one to hope, that the Number of their Privateers must be greatly
diminished.

1. PRO, State Papers, 94/203.

4 Feb.

THOMAS WOOLDRIDGE TO JOHN ROBINSON, SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY !
Sir

When I had the honor of attending the Board on the 23d Ulto I
understood, that it seemed to be the wish of their Lordships, that I should
appeal to the Court of Admiralty in America for the value of our Ship &
Cargo, which Lord Dunmore originally detained for the use of the Army &
Navy under his Command in Virginia, and as his Lordship has acknowledged
that the Flour had been made use of in Virginia before the Tryal and
acquital of the Ship & Cargo by the Commissioners whom his Lordship
appointed, & that the Wheat has also been made use of for the Supply of
the Navy & Army at New York, where the Ship is now unjustly detained by
the Master of a Transport whose Authority for taking or detaining I confess
myself to be a Stranger to, not knowing that Letters of Marque have yet
been granted. I must now beg leave to make application to The Lords
Commissieners of His Majestys Treasury for the payment of the Ship & her
Cargo upon entering into Bonds of Indemnity with sufficient security to
their Lordships, against any payment to be made by the present Piratical
Captor, or by any other person whatever I need not again Sir, trouble
you, or their Lordships with what I have suffered by this illegal detention of
my property, nor repeat the fatal consequences which have attended it, as I
presume they are already so well known that they need no further com-
mand. Ishall only add that T am Sir [&c.]

: Tho® Wooldridge 2
Treasury Chambers Feby 4th 1777.
[Endorsed] Read 4th Feby 1777 — Done
1. PRO, Treasury 1/533, 262-64.
2. Wooldridge, a London merchant, claimed ownership of the ship Molly. Seized .by Dunmore
she was not condemned when it was determined that Jonathan Hudson of Baltimore was
not’the owner, but merely the factor for Wooldridge. Later captured by the Continental

Navy brig Andrew Doria (see Volume 6), Molly was retaken by a British transport and
carried into New York.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO CAPTAIN CHRISTOPHER ATKINS, R.N. 1!

By &c
Whereas we intend that His Majesty’s Ship under your command to-
gether with the Sylph Sloop now on her passage to Spithead shall convoy
the Trade bound from thence to the West India Islands; You are hereby
required and directed to take the said Sloop under your command (her
Commander being directed to obey your Orders) and so soon as the Wind
shall have been fair to bring the Trade from the Downes for the Space of 48
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Hours after the 5th instant, if the Sylph shall have joined you, if not, as soon
afterwards as she does, make enquiry for, and take under your Convoy all
Ships and Vessels bound to the Leeward Islands and Jamaica, and make the
best of your way with them to the Island of Barbadoes, and having seen
the Trade bound to that, & the neighbouring Islands, safe into Carlisle Bay,
you are, in case you should not find Vice Admiral Young, or any part of his
Squadron there, to leave the Sylph Sloop in that Bay, with Orders to her
Captain to take under Convoy such Ships as are bound to the neighbouring
Islands, and having seen them in safely thither, to make the best of his way
to join Vice Admiral Young wherever he may learn he is; But in case you
find Vice Admiral Young, or any of His Squadron in Carlisle Bay, you are
to leave the Trade bound to the Islands in that neighbourhood, to his, or
their care, and take the Sylph with you as far as Antigua, leaving her there,
under Orders to join Vice Admiral Young as above directed.

You are then to proceed to the Island of St Christopher’s, where you
are to leave the Trade bound to that Island, and then proceed with the
remainder of your convoy to Port Royal, in the Island of Jamaica, where on
your arrival, you are to put yourself under the command of Vice Admiral
Gayton, and follow his Orders for your further proceedings.

And Whereas the West India Merchants of London did at a general
Meeting on the Ist of October last/ Resolve that they would discourage
the further employment of any Persons, who having the Conduct of Vessels
shall seperate from their respective Convoys, or otherwise willfully disobey
the Orders received from the Commanders thereof, We send you herewith a
Copy of the said Resolution and require and direct you to take all possible
Care on your part, not to seperate from the Ships & Vessels which shall
put themselves under your Convoy, and to give such Orders and Instructions
to their Masters, as you conceive may be most likely to prevent their sepera-
tion from you; And in case any of them do loose Company with you, or
disobey your Orders, you are to transmit to our Secretary a List of their
Names, with the Circumstances attending such seperation, or disobedience,
that the Merchants may have full Information thereof. Given &c the 4th
February 1777. »

Sandwich. J. Buller. Lisburne.
Capt Atkins, Aeolus, Spithead
By &c PS.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 240-43.
RANsON & DELAMAIN TO GEORGE KnowsLEY & Co., HurLL !

Copy
Gentlemen — Cognac 4th Februy 1777.

We confirm our last respects to you lst Inst. since have none of your
Favors —

We are yet without a reply from Lord Stormont, notwithstanding our
frequent applications, and we last Post had advice from Nantes, that The
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American Frigate was sailed, she has left The Vine entirely unloaded in that
River, under The care of a sort of an Agent of The Congress, named [Nathan]
Rumsey now residing in Nantes, he is a lubberly stupid Fellow, incapable
of doing any thing clever of himself, Therefore we hope he will not have
capacity to ward any off hand stroke, we Therefore have given orders to our
friend at Nantes, directly to seize her, and to Capt Pratchell if he can once
get Possession of her to bring her immediately to Rochefort; we have
likewise desired our Friend if he shd meet with any of her Cargoe exposed
to Sale to lay seizure on it, and throw every difficulty possible in the way of
The Purchasers & Sellers, but we are sorry to say if we are not assisted as we
shd be by Lord Stormont or other People in power all our efforts and
trouble will be quite vain, and really that Nobleman has hitherto acted with
very great neglect in that affair — We remain with sincere regard Gentlemen
[&c.]

H Ranson & Delamain
We solicited The Capt of the American Privateer to discharge The Married
Men of The Vine’'s Crew which he did, Capt Pratchell don’t mention
whether they are at Nantes or gone off — the young Men he carried off in the
Privateer. —
[Endorsed] Copy of a Letter from Messrs Ranson & Delamain to Messrs G
Knowsley & Co of Hull dated Cognac 4 febry 1777 Rd 24 febry

I. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 301-02.
5 Feb.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO VICE ADMIRAL CLARK GAYTON !

By &c

Whereas we think fit that two Vessels shall be purchased for
His Majesty to be employed under your command capable of
carrying at least 12 Guns and 90 Men each; You are hereby re-
quired and directed to cause two of the best Vessels you can pro-
cure to be purchased for His Majesty accordingly upon the best
and cheapest terms you can; directing the Naval Officer at
Jamaica to draw upon the Navy Board for the Expence attending
the same.

And whereas we intend that the said two Vessels shall be

Stork. register'd on the List of the Royal Navy by the Names mentioned

Ostrich. in the Margin, and that they shall be commanded by Masters
and Commanders, you are to call them by those Names, and to
appoint Captains with the Rank of Masters & Commanders, also
Lieutenants and such other Officers as are allowed Sloops bearing
the before mention’d Complement of Men accordingly.

You are to cause the said Vessels to be mann’d, arm’d, fitted,
victualled and Stored in a proper manner for the Service on which
they are to be employed, and to direct the several accounting
Officers to take charge of, and Indent for the Provisions Stores and
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Ordnance that may be supplied to them, that they may account for
the same according to the Rules of the Navy.

As the manning these Vessels from the King’s Ships may
prove inconvenient to the Service, you are to take the most advise-
able means you can to prevent such inconvenience, calling on the
Merchants &c settled at Jamaica to give all the assistance in their
power towards procuring the Men wanted for them, in which it
is expected they will be the more ready to comply, the Vessels
being to be employed for their protection. Given &c the 5th
February 1777.

Clark Gayton Esqr Sandwich.

Vice Admiral of the White J Buller.

&c &c at Jamaica Lisburne.
By &c PS.2

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 245-47.
2. Similar orders were issued to Vice Admiral James Young at Antigua to purchase two vessels,
to be named Comet and Snake, PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 248-50.

PuiLip STEPHENS TO VICE ADMIRAL CLARK GAYTON 1!

Sir [Admiralty Office] 5 Feby 1777

The West India Merchants having upon an Attendance on my Lords

Commrs of the Admty desired that Convoys may be appointed to proceed
to England on the 15th May, 20th June, and Ist of August; I am commanded
by their Lordships to signify their direction that you appoint Convoys to
be ready on those days accordingly directing the Commanding Officers of
such Convoys to accompany them till their arrival in England; and in this
they. are pleased to recommend that you proportion the strength of the
Convoys you appoint to the number of the Ships they are to take under their
Care. .
My Lords observing that the Fleet which sail’d last for England as-
sembled at Morant instead of Blewfields they command me to signify their
further directions that you inform them of the Reasons with [sic which]
occasioned it and that you order the Convoys to assemble and depart from
Blewfields in future. »

And they are likewise pleased to direct that you Order the Commanders
of the several Convoys to proceed with the Ships they have in charge through
the Gulph instead of coming through the Windward passage, their Lordships
being of Opinion, that in so doing, they will be less liable to fall in with any
American Cruizers waiting to intercept them. I am &c P S
Vice Adml Gayton at Jamaica '

By the Packet the same day -
Duplicate sent 8 Feb By the Aeolus

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/553, 537-38.
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PHILIP STEPHENS TO VICE ADMIRAL JAMES YOUNG !

Sir [Admiralty Office] 5 Feby 1777

The West India Merchants having upon an Attendance on my Lords
Commissrs of the Admty desired that Convoys may be appointed to proceed
to England on the 30th April, 15th June and 1st of August, I am commanded
by their Lordships to signify their direction that you appoint Convoys to be
ready to sail from St Christophers on those days accordingly, directing the
Commanding Officers of such Convoys to accompany them till their arrival
in England & in this they are pleased to recommend that you proportion the
strength of the Convoys to the number of the ships they are to take under
their care

And it is their Lordships farther direction that you do all You possibly
can for security of the Trade of the several Islands within the Limits of your
Command, in protecting them on their Passage to the Island of St Christo-
~ phers from whence they are to depart as aforementioned. I am &c

PS

Vice Adml Young at Antigua | Duplicate sent the 8 Feb
By the Packet the same day } by the Sylph.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/553, 538-39.

CAPTAIN SAMUEL NICHOLSON TO FERDINAND GRAND !

Sir/ Dover Febry bth 1777 -
According to Your Orders I left Paris on Tuesday Morning 3 O’Clock &
Proceeded to Boulogne and Callis, but coud not find A Vessel at either of
these Places to Suit your Purpose, I was detain’d at Callis from Wednesday
Night till Friday by Contrary Winds. I reach’d Dover on Saturday Morn-
ing where I made all the enquiry after A Vessell in my Power, but coud not
meet with one to my likeing, Have likewise been at Deal and Foalstone
where I was also Disapointed, for those Vessels that woud Suit Your Purpose
were not to be Purchased. I have now engaged to Stay here for one that is at
Coalchester for Sale, this onie I am to[l]d will Suit & is A very fine Vessel of
the Sort, & has allways been employ’d by the Custom House as A Cruzer, &
is now out of Imploy & for Sale, on acct of A larger one of 200 Tons being
built by the Same o¥ners, in her Roome, She is eight years old built Here
abt 85 Tons & every way A Compleat Cutter, (as She must have been to be
employ'd by the Customi House to look after Smuggelers,) She is to be
Shewn me here in the Coursé of next week at their expence & if I like her
She is to be Valued by Mr Carmiei’s 2 Friend here, Mr Factor, and another
Gentn, if I like the Price wch, I make no doubt will come within my
limits, I Shall draw on You at Some few Days Sight for the Payment, I am
afraid Shall not be able to get them to Deliver her to me at Havre, but be
obliged to take her here, if so Mr Factor has promisd me to Send her down
tc Havre, by his People — Capt [Joseph] Hynson is here with me Waitg for
the Arrival of the Cutter here, wch make no doubt from her Caracter I shall
like, if So Shall Imediately make the Purchase & Imbarke my Self, on my
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leavg this I shall write You, & You may Depend Shall take every care to gard
agnst every Difficulty may attend her Passage to Havre, at my arrival there
Shall take Post for Paris I am Sir [&c.]

Sam Nicholson

1. Silas Deane Papers, ConnHS.
2. William Carmichael.

6 Feb.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BritisH HoUSE oF CoOMMONS !

[London, February 6. 1777]

Lord North got up and said, that having a matter of some importance to
communicate to the House, he could wish their attention for a few minutes; —
it was upon a business which ought not to come detailed before so thin a
House, but there would be several stages of the business which would give
opportunity for ample discussion — the thing, was this; — there had been,
during the present war in America, many prisoners made, who were in actual
commission of the crime of high treason; and, there are persons, at present,
guilty of that crime, who may be taken, but perhaps for want of evidence
cannot be kept in gaol. That it has been customary upon similar occasions
of rebellion, or danger of invasion from abroad, to enable the King to seize
suspected persons; he would not be thought to hint at any necessity of trusting
ministers at present with such a power in general; indeed, the times are
different; we are very far from having any rebellion at home; and as to an
invasion, we have not the least prospect of it; — for these reasons, it is not
meant to ask the full power, usual upon former occasions of rebellion. But
as the law stands, they were well informed, that it is not possible at present,
officially to apprehend the most suspected persons. Another circumstance
is, the persons made prisoners from the rebels, and also in the act of piracy,
on the high seas; at present, they can be legally confined only to the common
gaols, which would be entirely impracticable. - It is necessary for the Crown
to have a power of confining them like other prisoners of war. These and
some other matters should be attended to in the bill he purposed moving,
which was this:

“That leave be given to bring in a bill, to enable his Majesty to secure
and detain persons charged with, or suspected of the crime of high treason
committed in America, or on the high seas, or the crime of piracy.”

Leave was given accordingly.

1. John Almon, ed., The Parliamentary Register or History of the Proceedings and Debates of the

House of Commons . . . during the Third Session of the Fourteenth Parliament of Great
Britain (London, 1777), VI, 151-52.

London Chronicle, TuEsDAY, FEBRUARY 4 To THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1777
[London] Thursday, Feb. 6.
The John, Barras, from London to Antigua, is taken by the Americans.

The Reynolds, Manchester, from Rhode Island to Curacoa, is carried
into Antigua by the crew.
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The Nancy, Keys, from Antigua to London, which was taken by the
Provincials and carried into New England, after landing part of her cargo,
and was sailing to make another port to discharge the rest but was re-taken
and is carried into Halifax. :

‘The Dorothy, Capt. M'Donnogh, from Honduras, that put into Corke in
(distress after being retaken from the Rebels, is. safe arrived at Bristol.

JournAL oF CHARLES HERBERT !

[H. M. S. Belle Isle, off Plymouth]
[1777] February 5. It is a pay-day for bounty, on board this ship, (the
Bellisle,) which occasions a great market on board ' -

6. We begin to grow very sickly, and twenty or thirty of us are suffer-
ing with the itch, and we are all dreadfully infested with vermin. I make a
constant practice of examining my clothes every day, when we are permitted
to go upon deck. I often find them swarming with these.

We are informed that the Admiral was heard to say, that no favor was
to be shown to us, on account of our orders. We are also told by some, that
we are to be removed, soon, on board the Ocean, which is the Admiral’s
ship; by others, that we shall be removed to prison.

This afternoon about one hundred pressed men were brought on board
this ship. '

1. Herbert, A Relic of the Revolution, 22.

AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE TO THE SEGRET COMMITTEE
OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS !

[Extract] :
Gentlemen Paris, February 6. 1777.

Since our last, a Copy of which is inclosed, Mr Hodge is arrived here
from Martinique, & has brought safely the Papers he was charged with. He
had a long Passage & was near being starved. We are about to employ him
in a Service pointed out by you at Dunkirk or Flushing. He has delivered
us three Sets of the Papers We wanted. But We shall want more, & beg
you will not fail to send them by several Opportunitys.?

... We are about purchasing some Cutters to be employed as Packets.
In the first We dispatch, we shall write more particularly concerning our
Proceedings here than by these Merchant Ships We can venture to do, for
the Orders given to sink Letters are not well executed. One of our Vessels
was lately carried into Gibraltar being taken by an English Man of War, and
We hear there were Letters for us, which the Captain just as he was boarded
threw out of the Cabin Window, which floating on the Water, were taken up;
and a Sloop dispatch’d with them to London. We also just now hear from
London, thro’ the Ministry here, that another of our Ships is carried into
Bristol by the Crew, who consisting of 8 American Seamen with 8 English,
and 4 of the Americans being sick, the other 4 were overpower’d by the 8
English, and carried in as aforesaid: The Letters were dispatched to Court.
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... The Amphitrite and the Seine from Havre, and the Mercury froni
Nantes are all now at Sea laden with Arms; Ammunition, Brass field Pieces
& Stores, Cloathing, Canvas &c. which if they Safely Artive, will put you in a
much better Condition for the next Campaign than you were for the last. . . .

. . . that which makes the greatest Impression in our favour here, is the
prodigious Success of our arm’d Ships & Privateers. The Damage We have
done their West India Trade has been estimated in a representation to Lord
Sandwich by the Merchants of London at 1,800,000 £ sterling which has
rais’d Insurance to 28 P Cent, being higher than at any time in the Last War
with France & Spain. This Mode of exerting our force against them should
be push’d with Vigour. It is that in which We can most sensibly hurt them:
And to secure a Continuance of it, we think one or two of the Engineers we
send over may be usefully employ’d in making some of our Ports impreg-
nable. :

As We are well inform’d that a number of Cutters are building, to
cruise in the West Indies against our small Privateers, it may not be amiss,
We think, to send your larger Vessels thither & ply in other Quarters with
the small ones.

Finding that our Residence here together is nearly as expensive as if
We were separate; and having Reason to believe that one of us might be
useful in Madrid, and another in Holland, & some Courts farther north-
ward, We have agreed that Mr Lee go to Spain, & either Mr Deane or Myself
to The Hague. Mr Lee sets out to-morrow, having obtained Passports & a
Letter from the Spanish Ambassador here to the Minister there. The
Journey to Holland will not take Place so Soon: The particular Purposes
of these Journeys We cannot prudently now explain.

We hope your Union continues firm & the Courage of our Countrymen
unabated: [England begins to be very jealous of this Court; and We think
with some Reason.

I. HU.
2. Blank letters of marque to be filled in and issued by the Commissioners.

7 Feb.
Lorp WEYMOUTH TO LORD STORMONT !

[Extract]
No 9
My Lord St James’s 7th February 1777

I cannot doubt of Your Excellency’s attention to the Applications made
to You by the Owners of the Vessels taken by the Reprisal. The Conduct
of the Master of that Vessel is so truly piratical that it cannot be defended
by the french Ministers and I should hope, that without presenting a formal
Memorial, which it would be more desirable to avoid, the two Ships, the Vine
and the George would be returned to their Owners. You have so discreetly
entered into this business that it must be unnecessary to give your Excellency
any Instructions on that head.
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We are well informed of the Steps taken by the french to induce the
Americans to supply them with Tobacco. Attention is paid here to that
important object. A Vessel® has lately been brought in here by part of the
Crew that had on board upwards of four hundred hogsheads consigned to
France, and it is most probable that other Cargoes are at Sea for the same "
destination.

Your conversation with M. de Vergennes on the subject of the five ships
was extremely able & well timed, and meets with His Majesty’s entire ap-
probation.? These are Points on ‘which Your Excellency cannot receive im-
mediate Instructions, and indeed such are unnecessary to You, who on all
occasions are prompted by your zeal for His Majesty’s Service to attend to
every material circumstance that happens, and directed by a Judgment and
Discretion that secures The King’s Affairs entrusted to You from danger or
difficulty. If these Vessels should sail notwithstanding your proper repre-
sentation, it is to be expected, from ‘the Vigilance of Lord Howe’s Cruizers,
that they will not arrive at their place of destination, as the Ports at present
in the possession of His Majesty’s Forces increase the difficulty of eluding the
search that will be made after them. '

As the Bill for granting Letters of Marque has passed through the
Commons, and will not undergo in all probability any material alteration, I
send a copy of it inclosed. I am &c

Weymouth
1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 172-74.

2. Aurora.
3. See Stormont to Weymouth;, January 29, 1777.

GIAMBATTISTA PizzonNl TO HIis GOVERNMENT IN VENICE !

[Extract] ,
London, 7 February 1776 [sic 1777]

... Lord Norfolk having in the past few days in the name of his Sovereign
solemnly thanked the Baron of Nolken, Envoy Extraordinary of Sweden, I
learned that it originated from the Swedish King’s refusal given to two
American vessels flying the Hamburg flag, which arrived in Marstrand, a
fortified city and a newly established free port near the city of Goteborg,
to load artillery and war munitions, with orders to his own governors to block
similar cargoes in support of the Colonies.

1. Papers of the Senate, ASV. Pizzoni was the Venetian Ambassador to Great Britain.

AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN !

To the Right Honble Lord George Sackville Germaine
one of the principal Secretaries of State to the
King of Great Britain.
Paris Feby th 7th 1777
Whereas the Snow Dickenson with her Cargoe, which was the property
of the Congress of the United States of America; was by an Act of Piracy, in
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some of her Crew, carried into the port of Bristol in England, & there, as we
are informd, was converted to the use of the Government of great Britain, &
the perpetrators of so base & dishonest an Action, the Mates &c were rewarded
instead of being punished for their wickedness — & whereas another vessel
with her Cargoe of Tobacco, being also the property of the United States, or
of some Inhabitants of the same, was lately carried into the port of L1verpoole,
in England, by a similar act of treachery in her Crew; and a third has in the
same Manner been carried into Halifax.

We, therefore, being Commissioners plenipotentiary from the Congress
of the United States of America, do, in their name & by their authority, de-
mand from the Court of Great Britain, a restitution of those vessels & their
Cargoes, or the full value of them; together with the delivery of the Pirates
into our hands to be sent where they may be tried & punishd as their crimes
deserve.

We feel it our duty to humanity, to warn the Court of Great Britain of
the consequences of protecting such offenders, & of encouraging such actions
as aredn violation of all moral obligation & therefore subversive of the firmest
foundatlons of the Laws of Nations.

It is hop'd, that the Government of great Britain, will not add to the
unjust principles of this war, such practises as woud disgrace the meanest
State in Europe; & which must forever stain the character of the british
Natlon ‘We are sensible, that nothing can be more abhorrent from the
sentiments & feelings of the Congress of the United States, than the authoriz-
ing so base a kind of war, as a retaliation of these practises will produce. We
* are, therefore, more earnest in pressing the Court of great Britain, to pre-
vent, by the act of justice which is demanded, the retaliation, to which
necessity, in repugnance to principles, will other wise compel.

B Franklin Silas Deane Arthur Lee

1. Franklin Papers, Series 2, vol. 18, No. 335, LC.

SiLAs DEANE TO JONATHAN WILLIAMS, JR., NANTES !

[Extract] C iy
Sir [Paris, February 7, 1777] 2

. The sort of goods for compleating the Concords cargo, is Sail Cloth,
of this kind the Russia & Holland are the best for our purpose They may be
scarce & dear, if so the sail cloth of this Country answering to No 1. & 2. of
English, of these a large Quantity. Light cloth such as Ravens duck,
Ticklenburghs & Osnaburghs for light Sails, Tent cloths Sailors & Soldiers
trousers &c. Linen suitable for Soldiers shirts Cordage assorted for a frigate
of 36 Guns in particular large Cables with other sizes as they come in the
way, Boxes of Tin if to be had reasonably. Ship Chandlery, but this is an
article by the by — In laying out the Duck & Cordage have in view the fixing
2 ships of 36 Guns each Compleat & assort the Articles accordingly. If there
is much spare room, Incréase these articles in proportion as you judge they
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are in price & quality to be purchased to advantage. Large Anchors are
wanted & You may put in more than immediately for the 2 frigates.

1. Silas Deane Papers, ConnHS. Continental frigates Bourbon and Confederacy.
2. Date is approximated.

8 Feb.
VERGENNES TO THE MARQUIS DE NOAILLES !

[Extract]
Versailles 8th February 1777

. It is very difficult, in view of the armaments which England is
preparmg with almost incredible ardor, to be at ease respecting her inten-
tions, and to deduce therefrom an augury favorable to the duration of
peace. We cannot conceal from ourselves that they have no direct connec-
tion with her war in America, and we are also aware that some of the
Ministers are pressing for war. It does not indeed appear that these are
the most influential, but their influence, which does not preponderate at
the present moment, may do so at another time. The Empire of Madness
usually makes more progress than that of Reason; would it not be madness
if England already greatly entangled in her war against her Colonies, should
erigage in another against two Powers which are not without strength?
Where would England count on finding men to face all her enemies in all
parts? The difficulty with which she makes her levies, the bad quality of
men she takes, seems to show that they are not overabundant. It is said
that she proposes a fresh despatch of ten thousand men. I do not know
to what part of America. This transport will require a great number of
sailors, strong convoys will also be necessary Can this be done without
weakening the great armament? In our uncertainty as to what may happen,
we do not neglect the precautions which prudence recommends; we are not
hurrying our armaments, but we are ready to prepare them at the first

need. ...
de Vergennes

1. AMAE, Correspondance Politique, Angleterre, vol. 521, 224-25, LC Photocopy.
9 Feb. (Sunday)

“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM PrLymouTH, FEB. 9.7

. The Mill Prison, used during the French and Spanish War, is to be
got ready to receive the American Prisoners.

1. Public Advertiser, London, February 14, 1777.
10 Feb.
“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM GrLascow, FEB. 10”1,

Last week the Jenny, Duncan, arrived from Antigua in ballast. She
sailed from thence the 23d of December. Mr. Thompson of Greenock (who
was carpenter of the Carron, Montgomery, when taken) came home in the
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Jenny by the run, and was an active hand in retaking the Ronals of Bristol,
loaded with about 500 hogsheads of sugar.

She had been taken by an American privateer, and was fitted out from
Providence for Curasseau, pretending to load salt there, in return for beef,
pork, fish, flour, staves, onions, and potatoes. The master and two mates
were Americans; the crew, consisting of 14 hands, were English Irish, and
Scots, who, by necessity, had been driven to take employ in the American
service.

During the voyage, they formed a resolution to carry the vessel to a
British island; but having made Deseada, the master directed a man at
the helm to steer S. and by E. but one of the crew called out to steer W.N.W:
immediately the Captain laid his quadrant on the companion, and the
sailors coming abaft, on the quarter deck, he said, “What do you mean, my
lads.” “To carry the vessel to Antigua,” replied the tars. “You know,
my lads,” returned the Captain, “I have all along used you well, and now
entreat you to desist from your purpose. I shall purchase you a sloop, or
there’s the long boat for you; take what you please out of the vessel, only
‘carry the ship into a French island, and go where you will.” *’Tis true,”
said they, “we have been well used, and will use you no worse; but as we are
resolved to get among our friends, after being so long prisoners, arguments
are in vain; you and the master may take the long boat, and what you will,
or go with us to AnftiJgua.” They preferred the latter.

When they arrived at St. John’s, a pilot set off to bring her in, of whom
they asked if any ship of war was there, and being answered in the affirmative,
they desired him to carry the vessel to Param, a place about 12 miles from
St. John’s, which he did, and when they came under the fort, the pilot clapt
the broad arrow on the main mast, declaring her his seizure.

When the sailors got ashore, they applied to Mr. David King, a very
considerable merchant in St. John’s, and a firm friend to Government, who
immediately embarked in their cause, entered a suit in the Court of Ad-
miralty, and obtained a decree, viz. That the whole cargo and one eighth
of the vessel was the property of the man of war, who alone had commission
to seize her; but as it was a rule laid down there, for the encouragement
of the seamen, to give the half of all captures made in that manner, the half
was accordingly assigned them; the other seven-eight[h]s of the vessell fell to
the owners at Bristol, and the pilot was to be discharged from ever acting
there in that capacity.

The sentence was applauded, and the sailors share amounted to near
thirty pounds sterling per man. The command of her was given to Mr.
James, who had assisted three Scotsmen in taking and bringing in a schooner
to St. John’s, loaded with flour from Rhode Island, and was to proceed with
her to Bristol.

When they took possession of the vessel they searched the cabin, and
found that the master’s private instructions were, to dispose of the cargo, and
bring in return, arms and ammunition.

1. London Packet, or New Lloyd’s Evening Post, February 17 to February 19, 1777.
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Lorps COMMISSIONERS, - ADMIRALTY, TO CAPTAIN ROBERT SAWYER, R.N.!

By &c

You are hereby required and directed to put to Sea, with the first op-
portunity of Wind and Weather, in the Ship you command, and proceed
and cruize between the Lizard and the Start Point to procure Men for His
Majesty’s Fleet agreeable to the Press Warrant and Instructions which
you have received, particularly from the homeward bound Merchant Ships
Victualling all such new raised Men as your Ships Company during their
continuance on board; And when you have procured as many as she can
conveniently contain or have lent so many of her Men as she can spare to
Merchant Ships to navigate them in lieu of those you may take from them;
You are to repair to Plymouth and dispose of the said new raised Men as
Vice Admiral Amherst or the Commanding Officer of His Majesty’s Ships
there shall direct; delivering with them Lists of their Names, with Notations
thereon of the respective times of their coming into the Service that they
may be entered for Wages accordingly on the Books of the Ships wherein
they may be appointed to serve, and sending to our Secretary an Account
of the Numbers procured.

You are occasionally during your being employed as aforementioned, to
stretch over to the Coast of France, & endeavour to intercept such of the
American Vessels as are alluded to in the Intelligence you will receive in a
Letter from our Secretary of this date.

In case of bad Weather you are to anchor in Plymouth Sound or Torbay,
and to enquire for Orders, and not finding any to the contrary to return as
soon as the Weather will admit and cruize as above directed. Given &c
the 10th Febry 1777.

Captn Sawyer, Boyne, Plymouth. Sandwich.
By &c Palmerston.
PS. Lisburne.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 257-59.
Public Advertiser, Monpay, FEBrRUARY 10, 1777

London [February 10].

Three Men of War are ordered to cruize within a League of the Mouth
of the River Garonne, to watch the Motions of the American Ships, and to
seize all that they meet with, even if they are under French Colours.

The last Letters from Nevis, and other Parts of the Leeward Islands,
mention that those Islands are so pestered with American Privateers, that
scarce a Ship can go from one Island to the other without great Danger of
being taken. )

A Letter from Plymouth, of the 4th Instant, says, that five American
Vessels are brought in there, and chiefly loaded with Rice and Tobacco, and
were carried in by the Crews, who confined the Captains, and then made
for England.
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London Chronicle, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8 TOo TuEspAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1777

[London] Monday, February 10.

The reason of such a number of ships of force being ordered for the
Mediterranean, is on account of it being the determined resolution of govern-
ment to put a stop to the American trade, by stationing ships to cruize at
the mouths of the several sea ports.

JoUrRNAL OF CHARLES HERBERT !

[H. M. S. Torbay, oft Plymouth]
[1777. February] 7. We were removed from the Bellisle, after having been
on board nineteen days, and were carried up to Ammores [Hamoze], and put
on board the “Tarbay,” a ship of seventy-four guns, and confined in the bay,
between decks, where there was not room for all of us to lay down; it is
parted. off, like a sheep-pen, and takes in two side-ports only.

8. Pleasant weather, but very cold for persons in our condition, as
we are obliged to lay upon a wet deck, without either bedding or clothes,
more than what we have on our backs — except a very few who have an old
blanket apiece. As there is not room enough. within our narrow quarters
for every one to lay down at night, some are obliged to sit up all night.

9. There are now sixteen of our number on the doctor’s list, and there
are but very few of us but what are either complaining with bad colds or
rheumatic pains; and if there are ten sick with as many different complaints,
they give them all alike the same medicine.

10. Rough cold, and some snow; all the way we have to keep our-
selves warm, in the day time, is by play, and making ourselves merry.

1. Herbert, 4 Relic of the Revolution, 23.

Lorp GRANTHAM TO LorRp WEYMOUTH !
[Extract]

No 6. Madrid 10th Feby 1777.

. I'am however to observe to Your Lordship that he [Grimaldi]
concluded with saying that the extent to which our Armaments and others
had now gone was owing to want of confidence and communication, in
order to restore which this Court was ready and would be the first to induce
such explanations to be brought on between us and france as should remove
all seeds of mistrust whatever, and not occasion more preparauons than such
as related to their Disputes in South America, and to Ours in North Amer-
ica. Without adopting his proposition I:confined myself to say that France
having been the first Mover ought of course to be the first to-lay aside the
extraordinary preparations begun in her Ports and such a step on her part
would doubtless give great satisfaction. This he said could not happen
of itself without something being said.or understood upon it, and repeatedly
offered that this Court would very willingly speak first. This kind of
Overture I apprehend may be owing to either the French finding that they
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have brought too formidable an Armament out against them, and their
Desire of saving through the Channel of Spain the point of Honour in retract-
ing, or to the success of His Majesty’s Arms shewing both Spain and France
how desperate a task any open assistance to the Americans would become,
and I presume to add that under these circumstances it looks as if the Court
of France would be glad of a pretence to reassume a pacific Appearance, and
perhaps both Spain and France might be more ready to give solid assurances
of not assisting America. Your Lordship however is the best Judge whether
the Language of France gives any sanction to this Idea.

1. PRO, State Papers, 94/203.

11 Feb.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO CAPTAIN JoHN StoTT, R.N.1?

[Extract]

Whereas we intend that you shall proceed in the Ship you
Surprise command accompanied by H.M. Ship & Sloop named in the
Slo Weazle Margin whose Commanders are directed to obey your orders

to the Coast of Africa, for the Protection and Security of the
Trade of His Majesty’s Subjects in those Parts, and to en-
deavour to take or destroy any Ships or Vessels belonging to
the Rebellious Colonies in No America, or any Pirates which
you may be able to come up with And whereas we have
received a Memorial from the Merchants trading to Senegam-
bia desiring Convoy for about Ten Vessels bound to that
province with valuable Cargoes which are expected to be at
Spithead by the middle of this month.and at the same time
desiring that a ship may be appointed to cruize upon the
Coast of that province from Cape Blanyco to the River Senegal
to prevent illicit Trade being carrled\ on by the Subjects of
Foreign Powers at Portenderick & other ports within And
that you shall take under your convoy a storeship belonging to
the African Company. You are hereby required and directed
to make enquiry for, and to take under your Convoy, any
Trade bound to that Coast, or else where, which may be
ready and willing to accompany you . ..

When you have finished the said inspection and examina-
tion, you are as long as your Provisions will admit of it, (after
reserving a sufficiency to carry you to Jamaica,) to cruize
between Whidaw and Cape La Ho, using your best endeavours
to take or destroy any Privatiers or other Ships or Vessels
belonging to the Rebellious Colonies abovementioned, and
also any other Pirates which you may be able to come [up]
with . . . make the best of your way to Jamaica, where you are
to deliver the inclosed Packet to Vice Admiral Gayton or the
Commanding Officer for the time being of His Majesty’s Ships
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and Vessels on that Station, and to follow his Orders for your
further proceedings; And Whereas the Commander of His
Majesty's Sloop Weazle above mentd will be directed, after
having seen a Storeship belonging to the African Company
to Cape Coast Castle, to cruize between Whidaw and Cape La
Ho until your arrival; or until the state of his Provisions shall
make it necessary for him to quit the Coast, in order to
proceed to Antigua to join Vice Admiral Young, you are, if
you find him on the Coast, to direct him to continue on the
said Station so long as his Provisions will admit, after reserving
a sufficiency for his Voyage to Antigua . . .

And Whereas it is difficult to procure Wood and Water on
some parts of the Coast of Africa, some of the Men belonging
to His Majesty’s Ships having been formerly killed, and others
Wounded for attempting to supply themselves therewith, with-
out making some acknowledgement to the Natives, We do
hereby empower your Purser, (and you are to direct him
accordingly) to procure and carry thither Goods, such as you
may judge may be most agreeable to the Natives of the Places
where you may want to wood and water, not exceeding in
value Ten Pounds, which the Purser is to dispose of as you
shall direct, at such Places where Wood and Water cannot
be got otherwise; And you are to let the Purser know that
the said Goods are to be provided out of his standing Allow-
ance of Necessary Money under the Condition of his being
allowed Credit on his Accounts for such part thereof, as may
be expended for the aforesaid purposes, upon his producing
a Certificate under the Hand of the signing Officers of the Ship
you command of the particular quantity and value of the
Goods applied to that Service; and you are to cause Invoices
of the Goods so provided by the Purser, to be lodged in the
Office of the Commissioners of the Victualling.

And Whereas Complaints have been. made that the
Captains of His Majesty’s Ships have made ill use of this
liberty, by trading themselves on the Coast of Africa, and have
even transported great Numbers of Negroes in His Majesty’s
Ships to the West India Islands for public Sale, to the dishonor
of His Majesty’s Service, the prejudice of the fair Trader, and
in breach of act of Parliamt passed in the Eighth Year of King
George the first, which prohibits under severe penalties, the
Commanders of His Majesty’s Ships to receive any Goods or
Merchandize on board in order to trade with the same; We do
hereby strictly require and enjoin you neither directly or
indirectly to concern yourself in any sort of Trade whatsoever,
as you will answer the contrary at your Peril; and in order to
prevent any evasive excuses whatever hereafter, We do hereby
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declare, that if we get any information of any Goods, Slaves
or other Merchandize of what kind soever being received on
board the Ship you command in the way of Trade, We shall
esteem the same to be your own Act, and shall expect you to be
accountable for it, in as much as such a Practice cannot possible
be carried on without your knowledge and consent.
For the preservation of the health of your Ship’s Company
whilst you shall be on the Coast of Africa, You are to be
careful to observe the folowing Instructionsi Vizt
Ist — Never to lie 24 Hours in any River except Gambia and
Sierra Leon, nor to suffer your Officers or Men to lie
on shore or to drink Palm Wine.

2d - You are not to let your Men cut Wood or do any work on
shore which the Natives can be hired to do for a small
Expence. :

3d — When any of your Men are on the recovering hand from
Sickness, you are to cause them to be excused from
Duty as much as possible, until they are perfectly
recovered.

In case of the Death of any of your Officers during such
time as you shall not be under the command of a Superior or
Senior Officer, You are to appoint such other Persons to act in
their room, as by the quality of their employment ought to
succeed therein.

And in case of your inability by Sickness or otherwise, to
execute these Instructions, you are to be careful to leave them
with the next Officer in command to you, who is hereby
empowered to carry the same into execution. Given &c the
11th February 1777.

Captn Stott Minerva — Spd Sandwich.
By &c PS. Palmerston.
H. Palliser.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 260-68.

PHILIP STEPHENS TO VICE ADMIRAL JOHN AMHERST '

Sir [Admiralty Office] 11 Feby 1777
Having communicated to my Lords Commrs of the Admty your Letter
of the 7 Inst informing them of the diseased Condition of the Rebel Prisoners
on board the Belleisle & of most of them being over run with Vermin for
want of Cloaths to Shift themselves; I am commanded by their Lordships to
signify their direction to you, to cause those that are diseased to be sent on
shore to the Hospital, taking care that they are guarded so as to prevent their
making their escape, and such of them as are in want of Cloaths or Bedding,
to be furnish’d with a Bed, a Jacket & two Shirts or such of those Articles,
or any others that may be absolutely necessary for keeping them clean &



FEBRUARY 1777 581

wholesome, transmitting an Account of the Particulars issued to them
respectively, that orders may be given for the same to be allowed on the
Ships Books I am &ca PS

Vice Adml Amberst, at Plymouth

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/554, 19.

London Chronicle, SATUuRDAY, FEBRUARY 8 TO TuEspAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1777

[London] Tuesday, Feb. 11.

The following is the substance of the bill to empower his Majesty to
secure and detain persons charged with, or suspected of, the crime of high
treason, committed in North America, or on the high seas, or the crime of
piracy, viz.

Whereas a rebellion and war have been openly and traiterously
levied and carried on in certain of his majesty’s colonies and planta-
tions in America, and acts of treason and piracy have been com-
mitted upon the ships and goods of his Majesty’s subjects; and many
persons have been seized and taken, who are expressly charged or
strongly suspected of such treasons and felonies, and many more
such persons may be hereafter so seized and taken:

And whereas such persons have been or may be brought into
this kingdom, and into other parts of his Majesty’s dominions; and
it may be inconvenient in many such cases to proceed forthwith to
the trial of such criminals, and at the same time of evil example to
suffer them to go at large:

Be it therefore enacted by the king’s most excellent majesty,
by and with the advice and consent of the lords spiritual and temp-
oral, and commons, in the present parliament assembled, and by
the authority of the same, that all and every person or persons, who
have been, or shall hereafter be seized or taken in the act of high
treason, committed in any of the colonies, or on the high seas, or
in the act of piracy, or who are, or shall be charged with, or sus-
pected, of the said crimes, and who have been, or shall be committed
for the said crimes, or either of them, or for suspicion of them, or
either of them, in any part of his majesty’s dominions, to the com-
mon gaol, or any other place of confinement specially appointed for
that purpose by warrant under his majesty’s sign manual, by any
magistrate having competent authority in that behalf (who is
hereby authorised to commit such persons to the place so to be ap-
pointed) all and every such person and persons shall and may be
thereupon secured and detained in safe custody, without bail or
mainprize. until the—————and that no judge or justice of peace
shall bail or try any such person or persons, without order from his
majesty’s honourable privy council, signed by—————of the
said privy-council, until the said ———any law statute, or usage,
to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding.
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
this act shall continue and be in force, until the said and no
longer.

ARTHUR LEE TO THE COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE !

[Extract]

Nantes Feby 11th 1777
Whatever Orders you have for me, will be forwarded from the Ports of
Spain, & I must beg a few blank Commissions for Privateers, as it will be one
part of my endeavors, to excite the Merchants in Spain, to cruise against
our Enemies.

. .. A large Cargo of Woolens, linen, cordage, & Sail Cloth will be
dispatched from hence in three weeks, which, I hope will reach their
destination in time.

The Corporation here, have lowered the City duty upon Tobacco
brought from America into this port in order to encourage a commerce with
us; for which I have thought it my duty to return them thanks.

1. Papers CC (Letters from Arthur Lee, 1776-1780), 83, I, 31-38, NA.

12 Feb.

London Chronicle, TuEspaY, FEBRUARY 11 To THURsDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1777

[London] Wednesday, February 12.

At a meeting of the West India merchants, held last week, a state of the
captures taken by the Americans was laid before them, when it appeared
that they had taken 40,000 hogsheads of sugar, since the commencement of
the war, besides a very great quantity of rum, cotton, and other articles.

“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM PorTsMouTH, FER. 12.”1

We hear that some large ships, laden with tobacco and indigo, belonging
to the Rebels, are expected from Virginia, bound to some port in France,
and that the Courageux, of 74 guns, Augusta of 64, and Culloden of 74, are
ordered to cruise in quest of them; the two former are already sailed, and
the latter, we hear, will sail in a day or two.

1. London Chronicle, February 18 to February i5, 17717.

STIPULATIONS OF CAPTAIN JACQUES BoUX FOR A COMMISSION IN THE
) , CONTINENTAL Navy !

Duplicate
Observation 1.

Monsieur Boux wishes to give up the comforts of his pension which he
is enjoying after thirty years of service only because circumstance seems to
call him to a new Glory, Grand as well as new. The establishment of a
powerful military navy is what he proposes and for which he will aim and
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Undertake all that is honorable to succeed, scorning all Grief and Hardships
which are inseparable. Glory compensates for everything and is its reward.

Mr Boux, Being a military man, he no longer wishes to cease being
one; he requests upon this date to become an officer of the highest Rank in
the navy of the United States of Western America, for he no longer wishes
to command fleets or squadrons of this navy although he may become a
legislator or minister.

3.

Mr Boux consents wholeheartedly to travel everywhere, wherever there
is need for the construction of Warships of the United States of America,
as well as for any honorable mission.

4.

Mr Boux requests that they obtain the king’s agreement that he might
depart from his country and to go to serve in America. Upon that the
pension which he has been receiving is to be withdrawn. ‘

5.

Mr Boux requests that he not be required to have the officers maintained

aboard the Vessel that he might command, wishing to dine Alone.
6.

Mr Boux requests that he be allowed to name the captain or captains,
of the Ships which he will have Built, as well as the first two officers of each
one.

[Observation in the handwriting of Silas Deane]

We reserve to ourselves the Nomination of the Captain and
Officers of one of the Ships, leaving the other to Mr Boux

7.

Mr Boux requests for His nephew a Lieutenant’s Commission in the
navy of the united States of Western America (to be Dated the Day upon
which he will leave the navy of the king of france), with the appointment
approved by Congress.

8.

That the travel expenses of this Young officer as well as those of His
Sojourn in holland to supervise the construction work, or other will be paid
accordingly.

At Paris, Feb. 12. 1777. The above Articles are agreed to by us, and we
shall give M Boux a Commission when he sails from Europe, appointing him
a Commodore in the Service of the United States of America, with the Pay
belonging to that Rank; and we agree that the Pay commence from the Day
of his Setting out from Paris in the Service of the said States

Agreement wt Boux? B Franklin
Silas Deane

1. Benjamin Franklin Collection, YUL.
2. Captain Boux was given permission to go abroad for four years, but there is no indication
that he actually came to the United States.
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Lorp SToRMONT TO LORD WEYMOUTH ?

Separate and
Secret No 28
My Lord Paris the 12th feby 1777

I am secretly informed, that Mr Deane is going to Spain, by Mr
D’Aranda’s advice, and Mr Lee to Holland. Another Informer tells me,
that Deane goes to Holland, and Lee to Spain. It is certain, that the Rebels
are sending Agents to both those Countries, and if I am not greatly misin-
formed, they have already made agreements, with several individuals in
Holland, for that sort of Assistance, which they have but too frequently
received from this Country, and still continue to receive. I do not know
particulars, but am Assured from pretty good Authority that the Rebels do
draw Arms, and Ammunition, from Holland, and that too in large Quantities.

Mr [David] Allen, who during his Stay At Nantes, has given me every
intelligence in his Power, informs me, that the American Frigate, the Re-
prisal, is Cruizing between Belisle and Nantes; He likewise informs me, that
a Vessel is preparing to Sail for North America, Laden with Arms, and
Ammunition; in order to conceal them, Bulkheads have been made fore and
Aft, and Salt Stowed in the main-hatchway.

The Strong partiality of this Country to the Rebels, the thirst of Gain,
and the intrigues of those, who wish to kindle a flame, would produce At-
tempts of this kind, even if the french Ministers sincerely endeavoured to
check them. (How little that has been the Case hitherto, I need not say.)
We shall I am confident, take the only effectual way to prevent these suc-
cours, by being very watchful to intercept them, off the coast of North
America. Whatever french Ships are so intercepted, this Court, I am per-
suaded, will never Attempt to claim.

I am with the greatest Truth, and Respect, My Lord [&c.]

Stormont.

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 220-21.

13 Feb.
PHILIP STEPHENS TO THE COMMISSIONERS FOR SICK AND HURT SEAMEN !

Gentn [Admiralty Office] 13 Feby 1777
Vice Adm! Amherst having represented to my Lords Commrs of the
Admty that many of the Rebel Prisoners who are now on board the Belleisle
at Plymouth, are diseased and their Lordships having directed him to cause
such of them as are under that description to be sent ashore to the Hospital,
taking care that they are guarded so as to prevent their making their escape;
I am commanded by their Lordships to acquaint you therewith and to
signify their direction to you to cause them to be received into the said
Hospital, & proper means used for their recovery, that care be taken that
they do not make their Escape from thence; and that when cured they be
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disposed of as Vice Admiral Amberst shall direct. Tam&ca P S
Commissrs for Sick & Hurt —

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/554, 33.

London Chronicle, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1] TO THURsSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1777

[London] Thursday, Feb. 13.

All the ports which his Majesty’s forces are in possession of in America,
are to be provided with booms and chains across the mouths of the harbours,
which are to be hove tight every night to prevent any vessels coming in or
out without knowledge of the commandant.

JournaL oF CHARLEs HERBERT!

[H.M.S. Torbay, in Hamoze)
[1777. February] 11. We hear that General Lee is taken. I had to-day a
handful of bread given to me by a woman, which I joyfully received.

12. We are informed that Parliament has passed an act that all Ameri-
cans taken in arms against the King, shall be deemed rebels; and those taken
in armed vessels, upon the high seas, as pirates.

13.  Our company is in a very poor state of health. Last night I sat
up with one at the point of death. We were removed to-day from the Tar-
bay, after being on board six days, and carried on board the Burford, a ship
of seventy-four guns. Thanks be to God for this removal, for here we have
more room and there are but few men belonging to the ship besides the
officers.

1. Herbert, A Relic of the Revolution, 23, 24.

JournaL oF SAMUEL CUTLER !

[On board H.M.S. Burford, off Plymouth]

Feb. 13, 1777. Third remove from the Torbay — after being on board
her 6 days — to the Burford of 70 guns, George Bowyer, Esq, commander,
a man of humanity, tenderness and compassion, which we have all experi-
enced. When he found what a situation Fitzherbet? left us in, he expressed
himself surprised, and told us he would do all in his power to make our
situation as comfortable as possible, and give us all the indulgence he could,
consistent with his duty. Capt Bowyer has taken our necessitous condition
so much into consideration as to order all that are destitute of beds, bedding,
clothes, &c, to a considerable amount, which we have reason to believe, by his
own acknowledgment, is at his own expense. For which favor we are very
thankful. Such humane behaviour demands our grateful acknowledgments.
1. “Cutler’s Journal,” New-England Historical and Genealogical Register, XXXII, 43.

2. Captain Thomas Fitzherbert, commander of H.M.S. Raisonable, who had captured Mas-
sachusetts privateer brig Dalton. See Volume 7.
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JONATHAN WILLIAMS, JR. TO THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE 1

[Extract]
Gentlemen Nantes Feb. 13. 1777. -
Upon examination of the Concord, her Inventory was found very
deficient, — those things which we thought would be a diminution of her price
of at least 5000 Livres were not in her. It seems the owner has lately fitted
out a large Ship for the Coast of Guinea and has taken from one to supply
the other. This determined Mr Peltier to purchase the Count de Vergennes
which is of the same size and age, the difference between them is, that this
Ship is not so sharp as the other, and will require some addition to her
Riggin &c; but she is more burdensome, & cost 10,000 Livres less money. —
No Time shall be lost in dispatching her which I expect to compleat in
3 Weeks from this Date. I mention this that the Charts & Dispatches may
arrive in time

1. Franklin Papers, vol. 37, 53, APS.

14 Feb.
Lorp WEYMOUTH TO LORD GRANTHAM !
[Extract]
No 3. St James’s 14th Feby 1777.

Information has been received that a Mr Lee who is employed as an
Agent for the Colonies in rebellion has set out for Spain. If he should come
to Madrid, Your Excellency will pay such attention to his motions and ap-
plications as may be consistent with your situation. It has also been
represented that a Mr Diggs [Thomas Digges] who is likewise an Agent from
the American Congress has sent on board several Spanish Vessels to Bilbao,
sundry Casks under the appearance of Nails which cover a large number of
Musquet Locks, from thence it is proposed to send them to America. Your
Excellency will endeavour to find out whether this information is founded,
and take such measures as may be proper to frustrate the Design.

1. PRO, State Papers, 94/203.

LorD WEYMOUTH TO LORD STORMONT !

[Extract]

No 11 .

My Lord St James’s 14th Febry 1777
The conversation Your Excy had with M. de Maurepas and the proper

observations You made on the part they are now acting were extremely

proper and may have some good effect. The great care the french Ministers

take that the succours the American Rebels receive from France shall bear

every appearance of being sent by private persons makes it inexpedient to

remonstrate publickly on the subject, but Your Excellency very prudently

represents to them the duplicity of their Conduct in such a manner as shews
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them We are not ignorant of the unfriendly part they are taking, which is
more disgraceful to their Honour than injurious tc our Interest.

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 229-30.

PHILIP STEPHENS TO VICE ADMIRAL JOHN AMHERST, PLYMOUTH !

[Extract]
Sir [Admiralty Office] 14 Feby 1777

I have communicated to my Lords Commrs of the Admty your Letter
of the 11th inst informing them that the Somerset has been dock’d & the
Raisonable taken into Dock in her room; that upon the Torbay’s being
order’d to Sea you have caused the Rebel Prisoners® to be removed to the
Burford; that the Seven Prisoners on board the Experiment, who belonged to
an American Vessel 3 taken by her on her Passage from Rhode Island, will
be kept in safe Custody on board her ’til you receive their Lordships
pleasure respecting them . .
1. PRO, Admiralty 2/554, 47-48.

2. Crew of the Massachusetts privateer brig Dalton.
3. Brig Hannah.

LoorDs COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO CAPTAIN WILLIAM GARNIER, R.N. 1

By &c

Whereas we intend that His Majesty’s Ship under your coz’nmand to-
gether with the Cygnet Sloop, now on her passage to Cork, shall convoy the
Trade bound from thence to the West India Islands; You are hereby required
and directed to take the said Sloop under your command (her Commander
being directed to obey your Orders) and so soon as the Wind shall be fair
after the 20th Instant if the Cygnet shall have joined you, and if not, as soon
afterwards as she does, make enquiry for and take under your Convoy all
such Trade bound to the West Indies as may be there, and ready to sail,
and putting to Sea make the best of your way, consistent with their Security
towards the Places of their destination; And having seen to Barbadoes such
part of the said Trade as may be bound to that and the Neighbouring Islands
safe into Carlisle Bay, You are, in case you should not find Vice Admiral
Young or any part of his Squadron there, to leave the Cygnet Sloop in that
Bay with Orders to her Captain to take under Convoy such Ships as are
bound to the Neighbouring Islands, and having seen them in safety thither,
to make the best of his Way to join Vice Admiral Young, wherever he may
learn he is; But in case you find Vice Admiral Young or any of his Squadron
in Carlisle Bay you are to leave the Trade bound to the Islands in that
Neighbcurhood to his, or their Care and take the Cygnet with you as far as
Antigua; leaving her there under Orders to join Vice Admiral Young as
above directed.

You are then to proceed to the Island of St Christopher’s, where you are
to leave the Trade bound to that Island, and then proceed with the re-
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mainder of your Convoy to Port Royal in the Island of Jamaica (where on
your arrival you are to put yourself under the Command of Vice Admiral
Gayton and follow his Orders for your further proceedings.

And Whereas the West India Merchants of London did at a General
Meeting on the Ist October last resolve that they would discourage the
further employment of any Persons who having the Conduct of Vessels shall
seperate from their respective Convoys or otherwise wilfully disobey the
Orders received from .the Commanders thereof, We send you herewith a
Copy of the said resolution, and require and direct you to take all possible
care on your part, not to seperate from the Ships and Vessels which shall put
themselves under your Convoy, and to give such orders and Instructions to
their Masters as you conceive may be most likely to prevent their seperating
from you, and in case any of them do lose Company with you or disobey
your orders, You are to transmit to our Secretary a List of their Names with
the Circumstances attending such seperation or disobedience, that the Mer-
chants may have full information thereof.

It being of great consequence to His Majesty’s trading Subjects that the
Ships which proceed under your Protection should be conveyed safely to
the Ports to which they are respectively destined you are to be particularly
careful for their Safety, keeping them together by every means in your power,
and on no Account to leave them upon pretence of their not sailing fast
enough to keep Company, as we expect that in the course of your passage '
you accommodate your progress to the worst sailing Ship that may be under
your care. Given &c the 14th February 1777.

Captn Garnier, Southampton, Cork. Sandwich.
By &c Palmerston.
PS. ' Lisburne.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 275-78.

GEORGE STANCOMBE TO GEORGE SIBLEY !

(Copy
Sir. Port Lourione [Lorient] Feby 14. 1777

I have made so bold to send you these-few lines to acquaint you with our
misfortune of being taken by an American on the first day of February,
called the Reprisal of 16 Guns and 135 Men, Commanded by one Weeks
[Lambert Wickes], and was sent here to this port where we have got Subsis-
tance to carry us to St Malo and the English Broker tells me that you may
recover the Vessell & Cargo by sending to the English Ambassador at Paris. 1
have sent this Letter to you because our Captain is not arrived as yet for he
was Carried on board the Privateer with 3 of the People, & I with the other
3 People was left on board & brought here and turn’d about our Business
so I think myself in duty bound to acquaint you with the misfortune, as a
Letter will Come to London two days before it will to Poole, so I thought
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proper to acquaint you as heing the nighest Merchant. The Brokers Name
is Praud at L’Orient, so I beg leave to Conclude and remain [&c.]
Geo: Stancombe
Once Mate of the Poly & Nancy

I shall be glad to receive a Letter from You at Saint Malo’s to be left to the
Commissarys, to know how to come to Poole without being Imprest — We
was taken in the Latd 47D..31M & Longd 8D..48M by my reckoning —
[Endorsed] address’d to Mr Geo Sibley No 24 Little Trinity Lane London

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 304.

CAPTAIN LAMBERT WICKES TO THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE !

Gentlemen Port Lewis [Port-Louis] Feby 14th 1777 -

This will inform you of my Safe arrival after a tolerable Successfull
Cruize, having Captured 3 Sail of Brigs one Snow & One Ship, the Snow
is a Falmouth Packet bound from thence to Lisbon she is Mounted with
16 Guns and had Near 50 Men on board She Engaged Near an hour before
she struck I had one Man killed My first Leiut had his left Arm shot of{f]
above the Elbow? & the Leiut of Marines had a Musquet Ball lodged in his
Wrist.? They had Several Men wounded but none killed, I am in great
hopes that both my Wounded Officers will do well, as there is No Unfavour-
able Simptoms at present; Three of our Prizes is Arrived & I expect the
other two in to Morrow, As I am informed that there has been two
American Private Ships Warr, lately taken and Carried into England, I
think it would be a good oppertunity to Negotiate and Exchange Prisoners
if it Could be done, but Submit to your better Judgments to Act as you
think proper I Should be very Glad to hear from you as Soon as possible
& Should be Much obliged if you would point out Some line or Mode for me
to proceed by in Disposing of Prisoners & prizes As Nothing will be done
before I Receive your Answer to this. I hope you’ll excuse my being more
particular at Present, from Gentlemen Your [&c.] '

Lamb* Wickes

A List of the Vessels & Cargoes taken Vizt
No. 1, A Brig from Pool, bound to Cadiz, with a Cargo of Cod Fish —
2, A Brig with Wheat & Flour from Dublin bound to Lisbon -
3, A Brig from Sheetland wth Barley bound Cadiz
4, Swallow packet bound from falmouth to Lisbon in Ballast
5 A Ship from Bordeaux bound to London-Derry with Brandy,
Claret & Hoops.
Three of those are Arrived and the Other two are not farr Off
LW.
1. Franklin Papers, vol. 5, pt. 1, 62, APS,

2. Robert Harris.
3. John Elliott.
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Joun Lroyp to RALPH IzArD!

[Extract]
Nantes, February 14. 1777

. . . A large ship, last week, arrived at L'Orient, in six weeks from
Charleston, bound to this Port; she has on board five hundred barrels of
Rice — and.upwards of sixty thousand pounds of Indigo; the Cargo (except
fourteen thousand pounds of the Indigo, which is on private Account,)
belongs to the State, and as it comes to a good market — it will produce a
great profit, and neat at least Eighteen Thousand Pounds Sterling. . . .

1. Anne Izard Deas, ed., Correspondence of Mr. Ralph Izard of South Carolina, from the year
1774 to 1804 with a Short Memoir (New York, 1844), 241-49. Hereafter cited as Deas, ed.,
Correspondence of Ralph Izard.

15 Feb.

PHILIP STEPHENS TO VICE ADMIRAL JAMES YOUNG !

Sir [Admiralty Office] 15 Feby [1777]

Mr Pennant one of the Members for Liverpool having laid before my
Lords Commrs of the Admty Extract of a Letter which he has receiv’d from
the Chamber of Commerce at Liverpool desiring him to apply to their
Lordships for some Protection for their Homeward bound Trade from
Tortola, and that a Sloop of War may be appointed to attend their Ships
til they can join the Fleet off Anguilla; I am commanded by their Lordships
to recommend it to you to comply with the said request if you can con-
sistantly with the other services under your Care I am &ca

PS

Vice Adl Young at Antigua By the Aeolus, at Portsmouth
Duplicate By the Southampton at Cork —

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/554, 48.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO VICE ADMIRAL JAMES YOUNG !

Copy
By the Commissrs for executing
the Office of Ld High Adml &c.
In pursuance of His Majts pleasure signified to Us by the Earl of Suffolk,
one of His Majestys Principal Secretaries of State, in his Letter of this days
date, You are hereby required and directed to station proper Cruizers off
the Harbour of St Eustatia, and to direct their Commanders to search all
Dutch Ships and Vessels going into or coming out of the said Harbour, and
to send such of them as shall be found to have any Arms, Ammunition,
Cloathing, or Materials for Cloathing on board, into some of His Majts Ports
within the Limits of Your Command, to be detained there until farther
Order. Given under our Hands the 15 Febry 1777
Sandwich Palmerston H. Palliser
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To James Young Esqr Vice Adml of the Red & Comdr in Chief of His Majs
Ships & Vessels at the Leeward Islands
By Command of their Lordps P. Stephens

1. PRO, State Papers, 84/555.
London Chronicle, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13 TO SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1777

[London] Saturday, Feb. 15.

The Experiment man of war has carried into Plymouth an American
brig, which she took near Rhode-island, bound from St. Martin’s to Phila-
delphia.t

The Experiment man of war arrived from Rhode-island, was a new ship
when she sailed from England to America; she is built on a new plan, for
though a 50 gun ship, she is just like a frigate, having no Roundhouse on the
quarter-deck, and being to prove the utility of the scheme, was called the
Experiment. ‘

Postscript.

Capt. Wright, of the Success, arrived at Barcelona from Portsmouth, on
the 16th December sailed from Falmouth under convoy of the Worcester man
of war; on the 18th ditto parted company in a hard gale; on the 23d ditto fell
in with an American private[e]r mounting 14 guns on one deck, who brought
her too, and ordered the Captain to keep under their lee till the sea would
admit of their boarding her; in the evening the weather came thick, with
squalls and rain. Capt. Wright embraced this opportunity of escaping,
which he effected by altering his course. On the 25th of December he saw
the same privateer with a large ship, a brig, and a schooner, in company; but
by again altering his course, was fortunate enough to escape.

1. Hannah with a cargo of salt, London Chronicle, March 1 to March 4, 1777.
16 Feb. (Sunday)

LorD SToRMONT TO LLORD WEYMOUTH 1

[Extract]
No 30
My Lord Paris 16th feby 1777

I take the first opportunity of letting Your Lordship know, that I have
very good Reason to believe, that Mr Lee, one of the Rebel Emmissaries
here, has succeeded in making an Agreement with the Farmers General, and
that it is actually Signed. By this Agreement, (which to avoid the ap-
pearance of treating with the Rebels, or their Agents, is made with a Monsieur
Boileau, Huissier du Parlement, who is a mere prete Nom) the Farmers
General engage, to take Six hundred thousand Quintals of MaryLand, and
Virginia Tobacco at thirty two Livres the Quintal, delivered to them in
France. Your Lordship Sees, that the whole Amount of the Six hundred
thousand Quintals, is more than Nineteen Millions of Livres, which is to be
paid as the Tobacco arrives. . . . It would ill become me My Lord, in writing
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to your Lordship, to dwell upon the obvious importance, of frustrating this
Agreement, and depriving the Rebels of this Supply, which I hope will be
done, by our Cruizers intercepting the American Ships, that are to bring
this Tobacco to France, and still more effectually, by an expedition against
MaryLand, and Virginia. . . .

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/30], 237-38.
17 Feb.

“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BORROWSTOUNESS, FEB. 17.” 1

Last Night arrived here John Grindlay, Mate of the Isabella of this
Place, which was taken the 15th of October last, off the Coast of Portland, on
her Passage to Minorca, by an American armed Schooner.2 Mr Grindlay and
one of the Crew were left in the Ship, and ten Men were put on board from
the Schooner; they carried the Isabella into Marblehead, it being impossible
for these two to rescue her. Mr. Grindlay left Marblehead on the first of
December, having with much Difficulty obtained Leave to come home, by
Way of Bilboa, in an American Brig loaded with Fish. When he was at
Marblehead, the Ship that took the Isabella arrived with some more
Prizes. There were a great many Prizateers fitting out at Marblehead, and
the neighbouring Ports of Salem, Beverley, &c. mounting from 14 to 24
Guns, which would be all out early in the Spring.

1. Public Advertiser, London, February 27, 1777.

2. Brig Isabella was taken by the Massachusetts privateer schooner True Blue, Captain William
Coles, Independent Chronicle, Boston, November 28, 1776. See also Volume 7, 493.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO CAPTAIN RicHArRD CorToN, R.N.!

By &c

Whereas application hath been made to Us that the Ships named on
the other side hereof, bound from the Port of London to the River Senegal
with very valuable Cargoes, (part of which Ships are now supposed to be at,
and the remainder on their way to Spithead) may proceed under your
convoy, You are hereby required and directed to make enquiry for the said
Ships, and taking them, or such of them as may be arrived at Spithead, when
the wind shall have been fair to bring the Trade from the Downes for 24
hours after the 20th instant, under your convoy, put to Sea without a
moments loss of time, and proceeding to the Coast of Africa in pursuance of
our Instructions of the 11th Instant, see the said Ships and such others as
you may have under your convoy in safety as far as your way and theirs may
be together. Given &c the 17th February 1777.

Captn Cotton, Puallas, Spithead. Sandwich.
"By &c J Buller.
PS H. Palliser.
Ships Names. Masters Names.
Spence ... O"Hara
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Black Prince ........... . ... i, Wallace.
Polly .. ... . . . Hinghorne.
Two Sisters ... oo Smith.
Polly ... . . Cornwall.
Juilliott .. . Calvert.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 280-81.
Public Advertiser, MonpAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1777

London {February 17].

On Saturday Evening a Messenger arrived at Lord Viscount Weymouth's
Office from Lord Viscount Stormont, his Majesty’s Embassador at the French
Court, with an Account of Three capital Ships having sailed from Toulon,
the Day before the Messenger was dispatched to England, laden with Arms,
Gunpowder, and Cloathing for the American Rebels, under Pretence of
being bound to the French Settlements in the West Indies. The said
Dispatches were laid before his Majesty Yesterday.

A Letter just received from Bermudas informs us, that, in the Beginning
of November, his Majesty’s Frigate Galatea, Captain [Thomas] Jordan, took
and carried into Bermudas a large Schooner from Bourdeaux to Philadelphia;
she had on board 1050 Stand of Arms, 10 Tons of Gunpowder, 29 Tons of
Lead, 2 Barrels of Oil, and about 2000 1. worth of Canvas, Silks, Wine, and
Brandy.! The Goods, except the Arms and Ammunition, were sold at
vendue.

1. Schooner William. See Volume 6, 1369.
" 18 Feb.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO CAPTAIN WiLLIAM CorNwALLIS, R.N.?!

By the Commissioners for Executing the Office of

Lord High Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, &c
Whereas Mr. Robert Faulkner has been Educated in the Royal Academy at
Portsmouth, and is well qualified to serve His Majesty at Sea, you are hereby
required and directed to receive him on Board His Majesty’s Ship under
your Command, and enter him as one of her Complement.

You are to take Care that he applies himself to the Duty of a Seaman;
and he is to have the Privilege of walking the Quarter-Deck: You are to
allot him a proper Place to lye in, without setting up any Cabbin; and you
are to rate him Voluntier by Order, which will intitle him to Able Seaman’s
Pay.

You are to oblige him to keep a Journal, and to draw the Appearance
of Head-lands, Coasts, Bays, Sands, Rocks, and such like; and you are to take
Care, that the Master, Boatswain, and School-master, do instruct him in all
Parts of Learning, that may qualify him to do the Duty of an Able Seaman
and Midshipman.

After two Year’s Service at Sea, you are to rate him Midshipman
Ordinary, or Midshipman, if he shall be qualified for it.
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When your Ship shall be at Spithead, or in Portsmouth Harbour, you
ing his Journals, and representing to Us how he has improved himself.
And, at the End of the Service in the Ship under your Command, you
are to give him such a Certificate of his Sobriety, Diligence, and Skill in the
Profession of a Seaman, as he shall deserve; as also, of the Length of Time
he has served with you, either as a Voluntier by Order; or a Midshipman.
Given under Our Hands the 18th Day of February 1777 —

To The Honble Capt. Cornwallis Sandwich.
Commander of His J Buller.
Majesty’s Ship ’ H Palliser.

the Isis Portsmouth
By Command of their Lordships,
Ph? Stephens

1. Cornwallis Papers, II, NMM. This is a printed form. Filled-in words are here italicized.

JoURNAL oF CHARLES HERBERT !

[H. M. S. Burford, in Hamoze]
[1777. February] 17. Very stormy. To-day we had delivered to us, by the
purser of the ship, bedding and clothes. 1 received a shirt, and bedding,
consisting of a flock bed and pillows, a rug, and blankets. Some, who were
almost naked, had nearly a whole suit given them. When they gave us the
shirts, they told us to take off our old ones and throw them overboard, “lice
and all.”

18. Those of us who did not receive clothes yesterday, have received
them to-day, and those who did not receive beds, are to receive them in a few
days. Our beds are a great comfort to our sore bodies, after laying fifty-five
nights without any — all the time since we were taken — sometimes upon hard
cables, sometimes upon boards laid over the cables, and at other times on a
wet deck, with nothing to cover us but the clothes on our backs. Now we
have good bedding for our comfort, thanks be to God! and a good friend; for
we are told that the captain of the ship, whose name is Boyer,? gave us these
clothes and beds, out of his own pocket.

1. Herbert, 4 Relic of the Revolution, 25.
2. Captain George Bowyer, R.N.

19 Feb.

BEAUMARCHAIS TO SiLAS DEANE !
[Extract]
Paris the 19 February, 1777
All the Examinations, inquisitions and surveys of arms and Mer-
chandise, Sir, have doubtless an object of great usefulness, since they have
been thought necessary. They have at least Served to refute all the base
Suspicions which have been feigned as to the excellence of the articles

PRERE
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furnished; that is to say in good French, as to the honesty of Mr Hortalez.
But was all this worth the time that it has cost us? . . .

Le Mercure and la Seine have sailed, one from Havre and the other
from Nantes, at a season when they may make directly for the Continent . .
I would not like to expose immense riches, such as the cargo of la Thérese,
by sending it directly to the continent. L’Amelie and la Thérése will go
therefore with your approval to St Domingo I send in the I'Amelie Mr
Carabasse, my correspondent at the Cape® with instructions to get there
before the arrival of la Thérése, and to buy three or four Bermudian vessels,
for the voyage between the Cape and the Continent, to ferry my cargoes,
divided into portions, and vice versa, with my several cargoes and their
returns, delivering them to the Commissioners of Congress, until Congress
itself shall send armed vessels to the Cape to empty the store houses, which
shall take care to keep always filled, provided that suitable returns be
promptly made.

1. Silas Deane Papers, ConnHS.
2. Cape Frangois. '

Lorbp STORMONT TO LORD WEYMOUTH !

No 34
My Lord Paris the 19 feby 1777

My Last Letters from Nantes say, that an American Vessel, called the
Success, James Anderson Master, Burthen about two hundred Tons, Laden
with salt and Arms, is on the point of Sailing from thence, for North Ameri-
ca. Another American Ship called the Elisabeth and Mary, Capt. [Peter]
Young Master, about 300 Tons Burthen, and Likewise Laden with salt and
Arms, is also preparing to sail. It is supposed, that they are both bound to
Philadelphia. Messieurs Pennet, and Rumsey, two American Agents,
have been employed in fitting out these Vessels, which take in the Arms they
are to carry at Corrine, Nine Miles below Nantes. This Intelligence, My
Lord, comes to me from M David. Allen, who seems very desirous, that I
should make favourable mention of him, I have no personal Knowledge of
this Gentleman, but must do him the Justice to say, that during his stay at
Nantes, He has shewn himself desirous, of giving every information in his
Power.

I am with the greatest Truth, and Respect, My Lord [&c.]

Stormont.

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 253.
CAPTAIN LAMBERT WICKES TO THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE!

Gentlemen L Orient Febry 19th 1777

I Wrot you Last post Informing you of the Sucksess of my Last Cruize &
take this Opertunity To Inform you of the Safe Arrival of All my Prizes I
am in Great hopes youl be Able to Obtain Leav for me to heav Down and
Repair my Ship at this port As that Will be Absolutely Nessessary prior To
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my Departure from this as I Recd a Shott in Bottom when the Swallo[w]
engaged me. When I Arrivd At this port the Captns of the Different prizes
Applyd to me for Leav to Go on shore Which I Granted on thier promising
me that they Would not Write to England or Else Where With out my
permishon they further promised Not to Go Away or Do Anything Dis-
agreeable With out my Consent  Not Withstanding thier Giving me Thier
joint Words and Honour that they Would Comply With those Requests I
find that they have at the Request of Mr Perrit a merchant of this place
Waited on the Intendant To Know by What Authority they Was Detained
as Prisoners in this port I am further Informd that they Intend Going to
the Admeralty Officer at Vans to protest a Gainst Me And Demand the
Restitution of thier Respecktive Ships & Cargoes I hope you'l take Such
steps As to Prevent any Bad Consequences Ariseing from those proceed-
ings I Am very Sorry to See that thos Gentlemen are So Abandoned To Al
Sence of Honour as I Am Well Assured it Can proceed from No Bad treat-
ment that they Recd from me as they have All Publickly Acknowledged that
It Was Impossible They Could have bin better treated If they had bin taken
by Thier Own brothers as I have made them a present of their Own private
Adventures those belonging to the Packet Are very Considerable they
Amount to Near £700 Sterln first Cost Mr Perrit has bin very Acktiv in
Doing me Every prejudice in his power I should Esteam it as a very Great
favour If it is in your Power to Reward him According to his Deserts I
Immagine the Consequence of thier Waiting on the Intendant Will be
an Order for the Enlargement of the prisoners but hope you have had
Suffishent time for the Negotiateing an Exchange if it Could be Done

I Am to See the Intendant this Evening When I Shal Know his Deter-
mination & If Desired to Discharge the prisoners Shall Readyly Comply With
his Request at the Same time I Shal Request that He Will order them to
St Mallo Immediately After They are Released which I make no Doubt
but he will Comply with there is Several persons now treating With me
about purchaseing the Vessails and Cargoes I am In hopes to Get Soon
Clear of them on tolerable Good Terms my Wounded Officers are in A
good Way of Doing very Well from Gentlemen your [&c.)

Lamb® Wickes

1. Franklin Papers, vol. 5, pt. 1, 64, APS.
JONATHAN WILLIAMS, JR. TO THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE !

Gentlemen Nantes Feb. 19. 1777.

I went to Painbeuf on Sunday and returned hither last Evening. Mr
Peltier and myself went on board the Count de Vergennes and gave the
necessary Directions. As I consider Dispatch of the utmost Consequence, I
desired that as many Workmen as could be procured should be immediately
employed, these are at present Scarce but as a little more expence is no object -
in comparison to expedition, to insure a sufficient number it is concluded to
give each one a little Gratification. I am fearfull that we shall not come
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within the 3 weeks I mentioned but you may depend that not a moments
time shall be lost. While the Ship is preparing we shall be prov1d1ng
the Cargo and I intend to have the most Bulky Bales repacked but in all
this I shall govern myself by my Time to which I apprehend every
other Consideration should give place. I beg leave to suggest whether it
would not-be an additional precaution worth observing to have liberty in
the Clearances to touch at St pierre de michelon and some part of the Cargo
to be aparently destined for that place, this will insure safe Conduct as far
as Newfoundland and give the Captain more opportunities of getting into
some part of the Massachusetts, and at the same time be a good excuse for his
being so far to the Northward in case of Examination. This I humbly submit
& shall not presume to add it to your directions without leave.

I have the pleasure to confirm the acct of Capt Weeks having sent in a
prize laden with Codfish from Poole for Spain into L’orient, and to inform
you further that he has brought in 4 more, two from England & Ireland for
Cadiz, one with Barly the other with Flour, one from Bourdeaux for England
with Wine and Brandy, and the Packet from Falmouth for Lisbon; this
last mounts 16 Guns and engaged Capt Weeks 34 of an hour — Weeks 1
amn told behaved heroically, he was the first man who boarded, and sword
in hand obliged the English Capt to strike; he had only one man kill'd,
the first Lieut lost an arm, & the Lieut of marines has a musquet Ball in his
wrist, but both are likely to do well. The Packet had many wounded but none
killed, she had 50 men on board. It is said that Weeks has sailed again on
another Cruise but of this I am not certain. Mr [Thomas] Morris is going
off directly for L’orient and no doubt has given you the necessary Informa-
tion. I understand that the Ships cannot be disposed of in French Ports,
although the Cargoes may, in this Case it would be happy if you had a
sufficiency of Sailors to send them immediately to America, especially the
Packet which seems to be very oppertune for your purpose. I shall give you
every information that comes to my knowledge, but as the Business does
not ¢ome in my way I only know what passes in common with every
indifferent person, so can’t say what steps are intended, for every thing of
this kind I must refer you to Messrs Morris &c &c — '

I recvd Mr Deanes favour of the 12th and shall follow his Directions, but
I apprehend it will not turn out adviseable to have anything to do with those
arms, I have seen some of them before & did not think them worth having,
however, I will have them examined very particularly, and if any of them
are capable of being fitted and will stand a proof, I will report accordingly;
but unless every individual Fuzil is tried & answers proof, they certainly
would not be worth accepting even as a Gift. -

I have the Honor to be with great Respect Gentn [&c.] ‘

J Williams Jr

I. Franklin Papers, vol. 37, 57, APS.
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20 Feb.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO CAPTAIN RiCHARD COTTON,
H.M.S. Pallas, SPiTHEAD !

[Extract]
By &c

Whereas Captn Cornwallis late Commander of His Majesty's Ship Pallas,
at present under your command, did by his Letter of the 30th of January
1776 from Sierra Leon on the Coast of Africa, represent to Us, that having
received information there, that several American Vessels belonging to the
Rebellious Colonies had got up the different Rivers upon that part of the
Coast, and were hiding themselves there until he should be gone, when it
was expected they would come out and probably get supplied with Powder
and Ammunition from the European Vessels, he had judged it necessary, as
the Pallas, could not go up those Rivers after the said American Vessels, to
take into His Majesty’s Service, a small Vessel for that purpose, and to guard
that part of the Coast; and accordingly had hired a sloop called the St John
belonging to the Proprietors of Bance Island; appointed Lieutenant Agnew
to command her; established her with a complement of Thirty Men fifteen
of whom he had dlscharged into her from the Pallas, leaving the remainder
to be completed from the Merchant Ships on the Coast and the men who
belonged to her before, and left her under Orders to keep constantly cruizing
for the abovementioned purposes® . . .

. Given &c the 20th February 1777.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 289-95.

2. The Portuguese seized St. John believing her to be American. Portuguese authorities later
agreed to release her, and the remainder of this long letter details the steps Captain Cotton
is to take to effect the sloop’s release. '

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO VICE ADMIRAL JOHN MONTAGU !

By &c

Whereas we intend that His Majesty’s Ships and Vessels nameg in the List
hereunto annex’d (together with the Surprize already gone to Newfoundland,
and the Sloops and armed Vessels which you left there last Year) shall be
employed under your command in protecting the Fisheries of His Majesty’s
Subjects at, and about that Island, during the present Year, and have directed
their Commanders to follow your Orders for their further Proceedings; You
are hereby required and directed to take the said Ships and Vessels under
your Command accordingly and employ them in such manner as you shall
judge most proper for the protection of the beforementioned Fisheries,
agreeable to the Instructions you have already received, and such others as
you may receive from Us, for that purpose. Given &c the 20th February 1777.

Sandwich. ] Buller. Lisburne.
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To John Montagu Esqr

Vice Admiral of the White, and Commander

in Chief of His Majty’s Ships and Vessels, employed,
and to be employed, at, and about the Island of
Newfoundland, the Islands of Madelaine and
Anticosti; and upon the Coast of Labrador, from

the River St John, to the Entrance of Hudson’s Straits.

in Town. By &c PS.

Rate. Ships. Commanders. At what Place
4........ Romney ........ Capt [George] Montagu ... .Portsmouth.
6........ Fox ............ [Patrick] Fotheringham . Woolwich.

........ Squirrel ........ [Stair] Douglas .......Portsmouth.

Slo:...... .. Pegasus ........ [Hamilton] Gore . ....... Chatham.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 298-99.

London Chronicle, TUEsDAY, FEBRUARY 18 TO THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1777

[London] Thursday, Feb. 20.

An American privateer of 20 guns, called the Union, is taken off Cape
Finisterre by the Liverpool man of war, after half an hour’s engagement, and
carried into Lisbon.

JourNAL oF SAMUEL CURWEN !

[Exeter] Feb 20 [1777]. The American high treason bill having passed
through two readings and to be printed, giving the king power to imprison
any person suspected of favoring, aiding or abetting the Americans, without
liberty of bail or mainprise, has raised an alarm in people’s minds universally,
as it suspends the habeas corpus act, that great bulwark of English liberty,
as it is called; And it is supposed to aim at some characters obnoxious to
administration. Such is the language of those who do not effect the present
ministerial measures respecting America, while the advocates on the other
hand plead the necessity of such a bill to render government secure, as without
it those who are and shall be hereafter taken, cannot be kept in custody
and brought to trial for what they call piracy and treason. May the remains
of English liberty and the constitution not be overlooked and lost in this
fatal quarrel. Charles James Fox said on this occasion, that four acts were
over, and this was the first scene in the fifth act, (alluding to the enormous
power given to the crown,) and shows the precarious tenure on which the
liberty of England is held.

1, Journals and Letters of the late Samuel Curwen, An American Refugee in England, from 1775
to 178+ (New York, 1842), 98-99.



“Poor old England endeavoring to reclaim his wicked American Children”
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MEMORANDUM BY THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE CONCERNING
Prizes?!

[Extract]

[Paris] 1777 20 February

We have ordered no Prizes into the Ports of France, nor do we know of
any that have entered, for any other purpose, than to provide themselves,
with necessaries, untill they could sail for America, or some Port in Europe,
for a Market. We were informed this was not inconsistent with the Treaty,
between France, & Great Brittain, and that it would not be disagreeable to this
Court; & further than this we have not thought of proceeding. The Reprisal
had orders to cruise in the open Sea, and by no means near the Coast of
France, & tho’ we are well assured, that a number of British Men of War, are
at this instant, cruising near the Coast of France for intercepting the Com-
merce of America. Yet if the Reprisal has taken a Station offensive to the
Commerce of France, it is without our Orders or Knowledge, and we shall
advise the Captain of his Error. Though we learn his Cruise has been on the
Coast of Spain & Portugal, & the Vessels he has taken, one charged with Cod
fish, one with Flour, and a Packet Boat bound from Falmouth for Lisbon,
demonstrate that the Cruise has not been on the Coast of France, nor
detrimental to its Commerce. . ...

1. AMAE, Correépondance Politique, Etats Unis, vol. 2, 99, LC Photocopy.

JONATHAN WILLIAMS, JR. TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN *

[Extract]

Nantes Feb. 20. 1777 ~

. It has been observed to me.that Prizes instead of being brought into
french ports might be sold with secrecy & care, by landing the Goods
on an Island near the/mduth of the Loire, where french Vessels might come
& take them; & perhaps in this way it might be contrived to dispose of the
Ships without making a noise, but at least they could be there easily de-
stroyed. — I mention this because I think some precautlon necessary, for you
may depend that there are spies in this & other ports. . . . Lord Suffolk is so
industrious that the London Gazette when it contains anythmg against us
finds its way hither one or two days before any other news .

1. Franklin Papers, vol. 37, 58, APS.

21 Feb.

Lorps CoMMIsSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO CAPTAIN SIR RICHARD BICKERTON !

By &c.

You are hereby required and directed to put to Sea in the Ship you
command, with the first Opportunity of Wind & Weather and proceed and
cruize between Ushant and Cape Finisterre for the protection of the Trade
of His Majesty’s Subjects and diligently to look out for, and upon falling in
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with, to use your best endeavours to take or destroy any Privatiers or other
Ships or Vessels belonging to the Rebellious Colonies of North America.

You are to continue upon the above Station, for 3 Weeks after passing
the Latitude of Ushant; and then return, without loss of time to Spithead;
and remain there until you receive further Order. Given &c the 21st February
1777.

‘ Sandwich. ] Buller. Palmerston.

Sir Richd Bickerton, T'errible, Spithead.

By &c PS.
1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 300-01.

CAPTAIN CHARLES NEWMAN TO LORD STORMONT !

My Lord L'Orient February 21st 1777

I had the Honor of writing your Excellency last Post to inform you
of the taking the Swallow Packet, (lately under my Command) by the
Reprisal an Arm’d Ship belonging to the American Congress, at the same
time Mr [John] Hunter * inform’d your Excellency of the method I had
taken to claim my Crew and that of the Merchant Ships, since which the
Commissary has desired to have my demand in writing and has orderd the
People to be set at Liberty to morrow morning on condition the[y] set out
directly for St Malo to get a Passage for England under the conduct of my
Officers, I shall supply the Crews belonging to the Merchant Ships with
money to carry them there, as every method is taken to seduce them to enter
for the Americans I find the Packet and Merchant Ships are not enter'd
here as Prizes, but Vessells Wind bound belonging to Capt Wickes, Mr
Hunter sat out this morning for Paris. I hope your Excellency will approve
of the method I have taken to release his Majesties faithful Subjects. I have

the Honor to be My Lord [&c.]
Chs: Newman

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 285.
2. Passenger on board Swallow.

22 Feb.

London Chronicle, THURsDAY, FEBRUARY 20 TO SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1777

(London] Saturday, Feb. 22.

The Margaretta, Biddescomb, from St. Ube’s to Poole, is taken by a
Provincial privateer, called the Satisfaction,® Stephens [John Stevens] Com-
mander, of 14 guns, 18 swivels, and 100 men; the crew were put on board a
French ship and sent to Lisbon.

1. Massachusetts privateer sloop.
CAPTAIN SAMUEL Hoobp, R.N., To PHILIP STEPHENS !

(Copy)

Sir Courageux Plymouth Sound 22d February 17717.
A few days ago 1 spoke with a French Ship from Brest bound to Havre

she sailed from Brest the 8t Instant.and the Master of her said, that Twelve
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sail of the Line (all Seventy fours) and Six Frigates, were in all respects ready
to put to Sea, and that twenty eight sail more of the Line were fitting; How
far this may be credited, though the Master and the Crew affirmed it, I
submit to their Lordships, thinking it my Duty to send the information to
you, and I intended to have been here on Thursday morning had not a very
heavy Gale of Wind the preceding Night prevented me. I am &c.

Samuel Hood.

1. PRO, State Papers, 42/50, 55.

LorD STORMONT TO LORD WEYMOUTH !

No 35
My Lord Paris the 22d feby 1777 -

I am Sorry to acquaint your Lordship, that I have received Authentic
information that the American Vessel, the Reprisal, has taken the Lisbon
Packet, and three other English Vessels, (one informer tells me, there are
four Vessels besides the Packet) these ships have been sent into Port Louis,
I shall not fail to make proper Representations to M de Vergennes, upon
this Subject; And shall press as strongly as I can, for the Restitution of these
Ships, Nothing certainly can be more Contrary to the friendship France
professes for us, than the suffering the Rebels to make this use of Her Ports.

I forgot to mention to Your Lordship in my last Dispatches, that on
Tuesday last, I complained to M de Vergennes, of the Reprisal’s being
suffered to Cruize between Belisle, and Nantes. His Answer was, that it was
highly irregular, and directly contrary to the Intention of this Court, et qu
on y metteroit bon ordre, and took a Note of what I said to him. It was not
till last Night, that I received the abovementioned intelligence, I thought it
my duty to give your Lordship the earliest information of it, and have
therefore availed myself of this opportunity of a private conveyance

I'am with the greatest Truth and Respect My Lord [&c.]

Stormont

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 266-67.

Lours XVI 1o ApmiraL Louis CHARLES DU CHAFFAULT, BREST !

Monsieur le Cte Duchaffault, I am sending this Letter to you in order to
inform you that my Intention is that you not Allow any Privateer from
any nation whatsoever to establish, off the Coasts of my Kingdom and in
proximity to my Ports, patrols which disturb the tranquility of the Commerce
of my Subjects and stand in the way of the Safety of that which I allow
to other Nations to carry on there. You will consequently issue orders to
the Captains of the Ships, which you will detach from my Squadron, that
they will be very heedful to scatter all Privateers from the waters edging
away from my Kingdom, and that they declare to those whom they might
encounter, that they must cease to establish their Cruises there, unless they
wish to expose themselves to seizure, to be carried into and detained in my
Ports. What you will order, in effect, are instructions the Captains of my
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Sh_ips are to carry out, in the case that they encounter for a Second time, any
Privateer established on a Cruise to whom they had Indicated my intentions
on their first encounter.
"The present being for no other purpose, I pray God, &c.
Written at Versailles this 22nd of February 1777.
Approved.
Authorized by the King’s hand.

1. AN, Marine, B*, 129, 12, LC Photocopy.

JONATHAN WILLIAMS, JR. TO THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE

[Extract]
Nantes Feb. 22. 1777.

... It is reported here that several Sail of english Men of War are
cruising between Bellisle & Brest. this Information I thought proper to
send to Capt Weeks that he may keep a sharp look out. It is also said that
a french Ship bound from the West Indies to St Malo has been searched by
an English Frigatte, and it is thought that outward bound Ships will of course
meet with the same Fate. It seems to be the opinion here that these circum-
stances will occasion the two powers to stumble on a War whether either

really intends it or not. . ..

1. Franklin Papers, vol. 37, 59, APS.

NaTHAN RumMsey To BENJAMIN FRANKLIN'?

[Extract]

Nantes Feby 22d 77

One of the former Prizes of Captain Wickes is now in this Port, &
Captain [James] Pratchell, who is yet here, has made a reclamation, and
demanded the Vessel. Upon his being refused the Vessel, he has obtained
a summons for Mr Penet & Self, signed by the first Judge of the Admiralty,
to appear at the first Audience & give our Reasons for detaining his Property.
The summons also includes you Sir, but doubt not but the Judge will have
politeness enough to dispense with Your personal appearance. *
1. Franklin Papers, vol. 5, pt. 1, 67, APS.

2. Brig Vine taken by Reprisal on her passage to France, carried into Quiberon Bay and sold.

23 Feb. (Sunday) ”

JournAaL oF H.M.S. Bristol, CAPTAIN Joun RAayNoOR!?

February 1777 Start NE 6 Leagues

Sunday 23d At 7 AM Peverall Point NWbN 2 Leags at 8 Do saw the
Needle point EbN 3 or 4 Leags Sett studding Sails &
kept running betwn the Needles. At 11 Do we pass'd by
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His Majesty’s Ship Eolus & Sloop Elf in Yarmouth Road
who saluted us with 13 Guns we return’d 11, At Noon
abreast of Cowes,

Fresh Gales & Squally

At 1 PM Saluted Vice Admiral Douglas with 13 Guns, who
return’d an equal Number, 2 At 14 past came too at Spit-
head in 13 fathom, Veer'd away to 24 of a Cable. Hoisted
the Cutter out & sent the Passengers on shore.

1. PRO, Admiralty 51/137.
2. Vice Admiral Shuldham was returning from New York on board Bristol.

CAPTAIN JoHN RAYNOR, R.N., TO PHILIP STEPHENS !

Sir, ' Bristol at Spithead 23d February 1777.
Please to acquaint Their Lordship I am just arrived here in His Majesty’s
Ship Bristol under my Command from New York after a passage of Six weeks
and four days, Lieutenant Robertson of the Bristol who is charged with Lord
Howe’s Dispatches will deliver you this.? Inclosed waits on you the State
and Condition of the Ship. I am with respect Sir [&c.]
J Raynor
I. PRO, Admiralty 1/2390.
2. Lord Sandwich sent Howe's dispatches to the King with the notation that they “contain
nothing of particular importance.” Sir John Fortescue, ed., The Correspondence of King

George the Third from 1760 to December 1783 (London, 1928), III, 420. Hereafter cited
as Fortescue, ed., Correspondence of George I11.

AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE TO LORD STORMONT !

My Lord Paris, Feb. 23. 1777.
Captain Wickes of the Reprisal Frigate, belonging to the United States
of America, has now in his Hands near 100 British Seamen, Prisoners. He -
desires to know whether an Exchange may be made with him for an equal
Number of American Seamen now Prisoners in England? We take the
Liberty of proposing this Matter to your Lordship & of requesting your
opinion, if there be no Impropriety in your giving it, Whether such an
exchange will probably be agreed to by your Court. If your People cannot

be soon exchanged here, they will be sent to America. We have the Honour
to be [&c.]

1. Fran7k]in Papers, Series 2, vol. 18, 340, LC. Printed in the Public Advertiser, London, November
, 1777.

AMERICAN CoMMissIONERS IN FRANCE TO CAPTAIN LLAMBERT WICKES !

Captn Weeks [Paris, February 23, 1777) 2
Your first we did not receive till eight days after it was dated—Your
last of the 19th last Evening. We wish to know if the Captns Who have
so little regard to their Parole sighnd a written parole or not — If they did
we advise you to show it to the Intendant & desire they may be obligd to
live up to it — We have applied to the British Embassader for an exchange
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of Prisoners, but have receiv'd no Answer and are apprehensive no exchange
will be made. As the Sailors must on their return to England be instantly
pressd if they are exchangd & return, will they not consent to enter into
the Service of the united States in preference to being pressd or sent Prisoners
to America — one of which must be the Consequence — We advise You in
future to permit no Officer that is a Prisoner to Go on Shore without ‘a
Parole written, which will oblige him to return tho’ his word of honor
will not — We are sorry that you should meet wth difficulties in disposing
of either your prizes or your Prisoners, but by treaty between France &
England you may not sale [sic] farther than is sufficient to repair & to put
you & your prizes in a proper state for going elsewhere — For this You can
have liberty of the Intendant — You say you have an offer made for the
prizes — We do not Advise you to sell at any time Untill American affairs
are on a more settled & regular establishment here — lest on Condition of
the Purchasers running all risques of any reclaimer. Respecting the Cargo’s
taken we are not sufficiently informd to advise you — so particular as we wish
to do — But the bearer of this will afford you all the Assistance in his power —
& Whatever he purchases of You giving his receipt for & on acct of Roderique
Hortales & Co or Mr Beaumarchais, we will be accountable for — As to the
Pack[et] If she will answer to cruise with being refitted. We purpose
that you shld have her valued & the Congress to be accountable for your &
Peoples Shares after which that She should be fitted as soon as possible for
a cruise — Your first Lieutenant is wounded & the State of your Officers is
not so Particularly known to Us, if She is equippd it will be probably
at the Expence of some private person, who would wish to have & must
have an American to command & will be pleasd we doubt not to have an
officer of your recommending — Captn Nicholson is here at present 3

1. Silas Deane Papers, ConnHS.
‘2. Date is established by Wickes™ acknowledgment, March 3, 1777, to American Commissioners,
Franklin Papers, vol. 5, pt. 2, 85, APS.

3. Apparently the draft is incomplete.

Jou~n HunTER TO LORD STORMONT!

[Extract]
Rennes 23d Febr 1777

The reason that induced Capt Newman to be so precipitate in demand-
ing The prisoners ? without waiting for Your Excellencys instructions, was
a Report that was circulated in L’'Orient, & supposed to be pretty well
founded that Wickes had received orders to quit the Port in 24 hours — Had
this been the case, there was no other expedient left to save 77 British subjects
from being carried to America, & possibly prevailed on to serve against their
Country being daily sollicited to enter by the Officers of the Reprisal.

Another Consideration was that by depriving Wickes of such a numb(er]
of hands, he would find it next to impossible to Man his own ship & all the
prizes. When I left L'Orient the 5 prizes were all unmoored, and Wickes
gave out that he intended to dispatch them immediately to America but
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we suspected the men to be ordered into some other port in France or
into Quiberon Bay —

We could not learn precisely how Wickes had reported the vessels,
but it was Assumed that only one of them, wc arrived before us (the Polly
& Nancy, Kentisbear) had been entered as a Prize, and the other 4 were
reported as forced in by stress of weather —

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 282-83.
2. Taken by Wickes.

24 Feb.
MARrQuis DE NOAILLES To LorD WEYMOUTH !
[Extract]
My Lord, Whitehall, 24 February 1777.

I have awaited the instructions of my Court to resume with Your
Excellency the last topic of my conversation with You concerning the Seizure
of the French Ship Thamas Koulikan, which is presently at Portsmouth,
taken in the Gulf of Gascony by the English ship of the line Hector. The
enclosures are documents which protest the injustice and harm done to this
Ship. Your Excellency will please permit me to add the following remarks.

According to very accurate Accounts given by the owner of Thamas
Koulikan, this ship was purchased in Le Havre. It was bound on the 18th
of October last for St. Domingue, having planned to call at Croisic to take
on Salt. It departed from there on the 8th of January last, furnished with
French clearance papers, stating its departure from a Port of the Kingdom
and its destination to a French Colony. Consequently it could not have been
any more legitimate. One could not validly confront its Master with the fact
that cannon were found in the hold of his Ship, if in truth their number did
not exceed the number of ports for which the Ship was pierced. The Circum-
stances seemingly not requiring their emplacement in battery, they could be
placed indifferently in any part of the Ship, and perhaps it did matter to the
Ship’s speed to have them in the Hold.

Between friendly Powers, My Lord, there are procedures which one does
not set aside; these procedures are founded on either International law
or on formal Treaties; or lastly on the desire to keep Peace and good Rela-
tions. As soon as one deviates from this triple foundation, one would manifest
suspect intentions, and invite the offended Power to be on guard. Such
Would be, My Lord, the position in which we would be placed by the
offence causing our complaint, and which Would be followed by a denial of
Justice. .
The general regulations of Navigation and Treaties determine the cases
and the form of Searches to which the Ships of either Nation may be subject,
and nothing may authorize the evasion of what these regulations prescribe.
My Court, as well as all the other Nations, holds to the maxim that the Sea is
completely free, and that no Power has or may have Superiority over the other
on it. This maxim is a Result of the absolute Independence in which the
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Nations are one from another; and it is this same maxim which establishes
and assures freedom of Commerce and Navigation. If usage and Treaties
have set restrictions, which are merely an exception to the general rule, it is
not at all permissable to extend them for that reason, and still less to interpret
them arbitrarily.

For example, the custom has been that the waters, which wash the Coasts
of a State, are considered to be under its dominion out to a certain limit;
and it is for this reason that a Ship which finds itself within these limits is in
that case liable to search and valid seizure by the territorial Power, if it is
carrying Contraband. As to Searches on the high seas, they are regulated by
Treaties.

You will conclude from this, My Lord, that Officers of the English Navy
do not have the right to seize French Ships, for Simple Contraband, except
off [your] Coasts; and within the areas where English dominion is considered
existent, and that this right is absolutely null on the high Seas. It is in
this Sense that the Ministers of the King my Master have always spoken to
His Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador, and as I personally have explained to
Your Excellency several times.

With these principles well defined, My .Lord, the Seizure of the Ship
Thamas Koulikan can only be regarded as illegal. Accordingly I cannot
avoid, Following the instructions of my Court, making the most formal
Claim, demanding damages and interest for the Proprietor, and insisting
on the punishment of the Captain of the Ship of the line Hector. The Be-
havior of this officer proves either total ignorance of the Laws of the Sea, or a
decided intention to break them. In fact, if the Ship in question was
rightfully Suspect, although no evidence at all has been given against it, was
it not the English Captain’s duty to limit himself to taking it to England to
get a Ruling on the Prize? Instead of behaving in this manner he abducted
40 Seamen from the Ship, and forced them to Serve in his own ship. This
kind of action is too serious in nature not to appear extremely reprehensible,
and not to merit being swiftly checked.

I enclose here, My Lord, a Complaint concerning a French Ship named
Ceres attacked in the Seas near Martinique by three English Shallops. At
the same time I shall repeat to Your Excellency the complaint I addressed
to You on the Subject of Aimable Reine.  The restitution of these two Ships
is all the more proper to Press, as nothing could have justified their Capture,
the first having been taken by Ships with Letters of Marque, and the second
for having loaded Tobacco at Martinique.

Regarding the first, according to the reiterated assurances of Your
Excellency, the English Ships, furnished with Letters of Marque, were to
use them solely for their own Safety, and not to take Prizes from Neutral
Nations. .

On the second, I shall remark, or rather repeat to Your Excellency what
I have had the honor of telling You; that Tobacco loaded at Martinique,
whenever it is not the Produce of that Colony, becomes French property, be-



FEBRUARY 1777 609

cause of the unchanging principle that all goods traded in a neutral Country,
lose their foreign identity, and assume the native one of the exporting Coun-

try . ..
1. AMAE, Correspondance Politique, Angleterre, vol. 521, 345-48, LC Photocopy.

GEORGE GOSTLING TO SAMUEL SEDDON !

Copy.
Sirpy ' D[octo]rs Commons [London] 24th Feby 1777

The cause of the Ship the Twee Gebroeders Hendrick Terhorst Master
came on this day for adjudication: The Judge upon summing up the
evidence, after observing that this Ship was bound from Rotterdam to
the Dutch settlement of St Eustatia, called upon me to declare, whether
my Lords Commissioners were willing to purchase the Gunpowder Arms,
and Ammunition on board: By the advice of their Lordships Council (con-
sisting of His Majts Advocate, the Advocate of the Admiralty & Dr Wynn)
I declared that their Lordships were ready to purchase the same at a fair
price; the Judge then called upon the Claimant for the answer, whether
he would accept my proposal; the consequence of which was, the Agent
of the Owners desired the cause might be adjourned till he could hear from
his Principals; the cause was accordingly adjourned to the 12th of next
month — The Agent pressed to know whether if the Claimant consented
to sell the same, I would undertake to pay the damages & expences the Ship
& Cargo have received by their seizure & detention, but this I would not
presume to do, without previously submitting the same to their Lordships
for their consideration and directions which you will be pleased to signify
to me

Upon the whole as the great & indeed the sole object in this cause
was to prevent the Gunpowder & other stores on board reaching St Eustatia,
and as that end will be obtained by obliging the Claimant to sell the same,
I hope their Lordships will approve of my conduct, which not only had the
sanction of their Council, but 1 have reason to believe was much in con-
formity to the sentiments of the Court I am Sir [&c.]

Geo: Gostling 2
1. PRO, State Papers, 84/555.
2. On this date, Lord Suffolk wrote the Admiralty as follows:
In case the Decision of the Admiralty Court in regard to the Vessel called the Tweege
Broeders [Twee Gebroeders] should not be in favour of the Seizure, It is His Majesty’s
Pleasure that Your Lordships forthwith direct a Cutter to take out of the said Vessel
all such Parts of her Cargo as come under the Description of Ammunition, Arms, or
" Military Stores, and that the same be deposited in a proper and safe Place till farther
Signification of His Majesty’s Commands.
I have only to add, that Your Lordships will instruct the Commander, when the
abovementioned Service is compleated, to suffer the Vessel to proceed upon her
Voyage.
PRO, Foreign Office, 95/355, 323.

SiLAS DEANE TO BEAUMARCHAIS !

Sir Paris Feby 24th 1777
I have been for some time past very Apprehensive of the risque in
sending Shipps direct to the Continent of America at so late a season and
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with such valuable Cargoes; they must if they go direct arrive on the Coast
of America, in the midst of the Cruising Season of the Enemy’s Shipps &
as the ship Therese has on board, between sixty & seventy Thousand Livres
of Goods, purchased by the Commissioners jointly, independent of the Cargo,
furnished by You, I have consulted my Colleagues on the subject and laid
before them Your proposal of sending her by the West Indies. 2 They are
fully with Me in Opinion that it will be the safest, & best way, and as the
season is so far advanced, & as this Rout will take a much longer Time, for
the Goods to Arrive on the Continent, they join Me in urging that The
utmost Dispatch may be made. 1 have the honor to be, with great Respect
[&c.]
Silas Deane

P S With respect to the Amelia you have my Opinion express'd in the
Above.

1. Silas Deane Papers, ConnHS.
2. See Beaumarchais to Deane, February 19, 1777.

25 Feb.

Public Advertiser, TUuesDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1777

London [February 25].

John the Painter was Yesterday examined before Sir John Fielding.
Many Circumstances came out that seem to leave scarce a Doubt of his
being the Incendiary at Bristol and Portsmouth; he is to be sent to Win-
chester to take his Trial at the ensuing Assizes. It is found that he has been
in France, and came from thence by a Passport under the name of John
Atkins. He was brought to confess that he had received Money from Mr.
Silas Deane. *

1. See Confession of John the Painter.

GUIRAUT TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN !

Sir, Bordeaux, 25th February 1777
Having shipped on my Account, to a destination in Dublin in Ireland,
to the address of Madame Tramassé of the same place, in the Vessel the
Barbara, Captain Welsh, three barrels of vinegar with my name branded
on the heads of the barrels and on the bungs G.V., I have just learned
that this Vessel was stopped Enroute, seized and then Carried in by another
Vessel, or American privateer, to the Port of L'Orient, where this prize is
Detained. Being French and Entitled to enjoy all the favors which the
French enjoy, I think that I have a Right to Claim my Merchandize, and
in order to obtain its Withdrawal, Surrender & Delivery, I am taking the
'liberty, Sir, of writing to you in order that your Excellency in your goodness
will be pleased to give the necessary orders to L’Orient, to those who are
Holding and Detaining my merchandize, to Turn the same over to my
legal representative, or the full value thereof as per the invoice which I
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shall submit, and your Excellency will oblige him the said 2
Very Respectfully, Sir [&c.]
Guiraut the Elder
Merchant at Chartrond
Borde[aux]

1. Franklin Papers, vol. 5, pt. 1, 69, APS.
2. Guiraut’s plea was in vain. Barbara was recaptured by H.M.S. Foudroyant and carried into
Plymouth, Public Advertiser, London, May 8, 1777.

26 Feb.

WiLLiam KNox To PHILIP STEPHENS '

Sir , ‘Whitehall 26th February 1777

The Board of Ordnance have by the King’s Command, prepared a
Supply of Ordnance Stores for St Augustine the Tonnage of which will
Amount to about 87 Tons, and they have likewise prepared a Supply of
Ordnance Stores for St Vincent which will require about the same Quantity
of Freight; and as neither of these Supplies are sufficient to load a Vessel
capable of making a good Defence against a Rebel Cruizer, and the Board
being restrained by His Majesty’s Command from Shipping Ordnance
Stores in any other, they have represented the difficulty they are under to
Lord George Germain, and his Lordship has directed me to state the matter
to you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
in the hope that their Lordships will be able to point out some safe mode of
conveying the said Stores to the places of their destination; And you will be
pleased also to acquaint their Lordships that there are about 50 Tons of
Goods suitable for presents to the Indians, provided by direction of the Lords
Commissioners of the Treasury to be sent to St Augustine, which consist of
Articles equally important to His Majesty’s Service, and the Capture of
which by the Rebels would be of equally mischievous Consequences with
that of Ordnance Stores; and therefore demand a Conveyance equally Safe.
I'am further directed to add that there is a Party consisting of 25 Recruits for
the Garrison of St Augustine, which want a Conveyance to that place, and
that there are about 200 Recruits for the 48th Regt at Grenada, also ready to
be sent out to that Island. I am &ca

Will® Knox

1. PRO, Colonial Office, 5/126, Part 1, 97-99.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO CAPTAIN Jou~n MiLuican, R.N.!

By &c.

. Whereas the Merchants trading to Portugal, Spain & the Mediterranean
have requested that a Convoy may be appointed to proceed with the Trade
bound thither from the Port of London, all of which (except the Love
John Wellen Master bound to Lisbon and the Providence Robert Crawford
M.as‘ter bound to Oporto,) it is expected are now at Spithead; and that the
said Convoy mdy be permitted to call at Falmouth for the Out Port Ships
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which may be there in readiness to sail; And Whereas we think fit that the
Ship you command shall perform the above Service, You are hereby re-
quired and directed to make enquiry for the said Trade and so soon as the
two Ships abovementioned shall be arrived at Spithead, to take the whole
under your convoy, and then putting to Sea with the first Opportunity of
Wind and Weather, proceed down Channel, and calling off Falmouth for
any Ships or Vessels which may be there in readiness to join you, take them
under your Convoy also, and make the best of your way (consistent with
their safety) towards the places of their respective destinations; And having
seen such as may be bound to Oporto and Lisbon as near to those ports as
may be necessary for their Security, and to the Streights mouth such as may
be bound up the Mediterranean, you are to proceed without loss of time to
Madeira where you are to take in a sufficient quantity of wine for the use of
your Ship’s Company and then go on with all possible expedition, to Antigua
in search of Vice Admiral Young Commander in Chief of His Majesty’s Ships
and Vessels at Barbadoes and the Leeward Islands, and not finding him
there you are to make the best of your way to join him wherever he may be;
And, upon so doing, deliver to him the inclosed pacquet, and follow his
Orders for your further proceedings.

You are to be particularly attentive to the Ships and Vessels under your
Convoy; keeping them together by every means in your power; and, on no
account, leaving them upon pretence of their not sailing fast enough to keep
company with you; as we expect that, in the course of your voyage, you
accommodate your progress to the worst sailing Ship which may be under
your Convoy.

You are, at the same time, to take all possible care, and to give the
Masters of the said Ships and Vessels such Orders and directions as you shall
judge most likely, to prevent them from seperating from you, til you make
the signal for that purpose; And, in case (notwithstanding these precautions)
any of them shall part Company with you or disobey your orders, You are to
transmit to our Secretary a List of their Names with the circumstances attend-
ing such seperation or disobedience; that the Merchants may have full infor-
mation of it, and take such measures thereupon as they shall judge necessary.

Given &c the 26th February 1777. Sandwich.
Captn Milligen, Blonde, on her arrival at Spithead. Palmerston.
By &c PS. Lisburne.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 307-10.

JoHN ROBINSON TO SIR STANIER PORTEN !

Sir,

Having this day received the following Information in a Letter from
Bourdeaux dated 15 Febry 1777—Vizt “there are Two Ships of Force fitting
out here for the Americans & Actions in them offer’d publicly. We are
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sorry to find some of our Countrymen have accepted the offer Both Ships
mount Twenty Guns they clear out under French Colours for Miquelon &
until they arrive there will appear French Property” — I am desired to trans-
mit this Intelligence to You to be laid before Lord Weymouth I am Sir
[&c.]

Treasury Chambers Feby 26th 1777 John Robinson

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 272-73.

Public Advertiser, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1777

London [February 26].

The Swan, Stoddart, from Dominica, is arrived at Dover all well, after
being chased by an American Privateer.

The Tartar, Russell, from New York to Cork was taken by the Amer-
icans, and after retaken by the People and carried into Hallifax.

The Friendship, Shotten, from Quebeck to Barcelona, was taken by the
Washington Privateer, and re-taken by the Loyal Nova Scotian, and carried
into Hallifax.

The Hetty, Ross, from Challeur to the West Indies, was taken, but re-
taken by the Unicorn Man of War.

The Thomas and William, Smith, from New York to Cork, was taken by
a Privateer but re-taken by the Unicorn Man of War, and carried into
Hallifax. 2
1. The master of the Tartar, William Marchant Bustle (not Russell), had been left on board

after the capture and a prize crew of four men was insufficient to prevent the prisoners
retaking the vessel, N. S. Arch., vol. 495, Vice Admiralty Register, vol. 5, 1769-1777, 484.
2. Brig Thomas and William had been taken November 20, 1776 by Massachusetts privateer

schooner Warren, Captain Israel Thorndike, and retaken by H.M.S. Unicorn November
27, London Chronicle, February 22 to February 25, 1777.

London Chronicle, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25 TO 'THURSDAY,
FEBrUARY 27, 1777

[London] Wednesday, February 26.

One of the vessels carried into L’Orient, by the Reprisal privateer, is the
Polly and Nancy, Kentish, bound from Poole to Spain.

A private letter from L’Orient says, that the master of an American
privateer has applied for leave to bring his five prizes into that harbour,
that he might dispose of the cargoes; but was told by the Governor, that he
could not be permitted to come in until an order was procured from Court
for that purpose, but that he might lie secure in the road.

The Argo, Ward, an American brig, with rice and indigo, is taken and
carried into Lisbon.

JournaL oF CHARLES HERBERT ! :

[H.M.S. Burford, in Hamoze]
[1777. February] 24. Mr. Holland, the master-at-arms of the ship, has been
on shore; he informs us of the death of one of our company—Ebenezer Hunt.
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He died on the 20th of this month, in the Royal Hospital; he was one of the
nine that were sent on shore the 15th inst.

25.  This morning Mr. Holland came into our apartment inquiring
for a joiner. I offered myself, and went upon deck to work for him. He ob-
tained the liberty of the carpenter’s bench and tools, and I went to work,
getting, also, permission for one of my acquaintances to come upon deck and
work with me. We made him a table, for which he gave us a bag to put our
clothes in, half of a salt fish, a quart of potatoes, six biscuits, and butter
to eat with our fish, besides a good hot supper.

26. I had an opportunity of reading a newspaper wherein was a con-
firmation, in several different places, of General Lee’s being taken. I saw,
also, an Act that was moved in Parliament and passed in the affirmative, 112
to 35; according to which we are guilty of high treason, and are sentenced
to prison, there to lay, without bail, until the first of January, 1778, and then
to have a trial.

As we are prisoners in a cage, God grant that we may live to see
It’s our misfortune sure; Once more our native place,

"Tis folly to be in a rage, For to enjoy our liberty,

Though hardships we éndure. Before we've run our race.

I. Herbert, 4 Relic of the Revolution, 27-28.

Lorp STorRMONT TO LORD WEYMOUTH !
particular No 37

My Lord Paris feby 26th 1777

I hope Your Lordship has received my letter by Mr Hobart, informing
You, of the American Privateer, the “Reprisal,” Having taken the Packet
from Falmouth, and four English Merchantmen: These Ships the Reprisal
carried -not into Port Louis, as my first Information Said, but into Port
Lorient.

I told you my Lord, that I should press M de Vergennes strongly,
for the Delivery of these Ships with their Crews, Cargoes &c 1 went to
him Yesterday Morning, with that Intention, But 1 had Scarce begun to
state the Fact, when He interrupted me to say, that immediately upon the
Receipt of this News, a Resolution was taken, to order the American Ship,
and her Prizes, instantly to put to Sea, and that orders were given in
Consequence. I asked him if the Orders were actually gone. His answer
was, that they are not‘only gone, but probably carried into execution by this
time. I then told him My Lord, that the Object of my Visit to His Excellency
was, to apply for the Restitution of these Vessels; particularly the Packet,
which was to be Considered as a King’s Ship, but that, it was in vain to make
that application now, as the orders they had given, if carried into Execution,
as He presumed they were, evidently put it out of their Power, to comply
with my Demand. He repeated, what he had said, relative to these Orders,
and added, that M du Chaffault was instructed, not to suffer any American
Vessel, to cruize near the Coast of France.

I expressed a wish, that these Instructions had been sent sooner, and
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observed to M de Vergennes, that the Reprisal, had been much too favour-
ably treated at Nantes, that she had not only been furnished, with every
thing she wanted, but had been suffered to go in, and out of the Port of
Nantes, et de faire ce qu’on apelle ici la Navette I added, that as this was
irregular, I was persuaded it was without his Excellency's knowledge. He
assured me that it was, and then My Lord, after a short pause, He, entirely
of his own accord, and without my having dropped a Word that could lead
to it, added what follows. “I will deal Confidentially with You, I never
conceal what I do. I have seen Franklin once,- and but once, 1 assure
You, since his Arrival here, in my situation, il faut voir tout le monde
du moins une fois. The only time that I did see him, I observed to
him that He was come in a ship of War, and that it was not our Intention
to receive, such American Vessels, into our Ports, that there were many
Strong objections to it; nay more My Lord, I read him the Articles in
the Treaty of Utrecht, which I told him, we considered, as applicable to
the present situation of things, and which we were determined religiously
to fulfill. Notwithstanding this fair Warning Ils y ont contrevenu. We
send as you see their Armateurs out of our Ports, et ils n'y retourneront pas.”
I applauded this Resolution, as worthy of their Justice, and agreeable to
the friendship, that subsists between the two Courts.

Your Lordship sees, that no Application of mine, for the Release of the

" above-mentioned Ships, could have come time enough, as the orders of this
Court were issued immediately, upon the Information they Received,
which of course preceeded mine. My intelligence did not reach me till
friday night, I was tempted to go the Next Morning to Versailles, but as
the Matter was of importance, and I wished much to have a favourable
Answer, I thought it better to prepare the Way, by a previous Conversation
with M Maurepas friend, and mine. To Him, I went on Saturday Morning,
and Spoke very Strongly; I found him going to Versailles, when He got
there, he was told, the above-mentioned orders were actually gone.

I think it my Duty to transmit to your Lordship, the inclosed Letter
from Messrs Franklin, and Deane, which was left at My House on Monday
Last, and to which I have returned no answer.? The person who left
the letter made no mention from whence it came. T am with the greatest
Truth and Respect My Lord [&c.) '

Stormont
P.S: I have just received the two inclosed Letters, from the Captain of the
Swallow Packet, and Mr Hunter, I have no personal Knowledge of this
Mr Hunter, but I must do him the justice to say, that He has been very
Active, and useful, upon this Occasion. 3 S.
[Endorsed] Paris 26 Febry 1777 Lord Stormont (No 87) Particular R
2 Mch by Express from Dover - 3 Inclosures

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 278-81.

2. See American Commissioners to Lord Stormont, February 23.

3. Charles Newman, captain of the packet, and John Hunter wrote regarding release of the
pnsonexs
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CAPTAIN LAMBERT WICKES TO THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE !

Gentlemen . L Orient Febry 26th 1777

I hav this Day Rec'd very Extraordinary Orders from The Intendant
of This port Demanding me-to Leav this port in 24 Hours he Says This
Order is Given in Consequence of A possitiv Order Recd. this Day from
the Minister at Parris I Asked Liberty To heav Down my Ship and Repair
her on my Arrival but it has never Bin Granted on being;told That I
mus[t] possitivly Depart in 24 Hours I Told the Intendant that it Was not
in my Power to Depart.in:So Short A time as my Ship Was not fitt To proceed
to America Without heaving Down and Repairing & Beg’d he Would Send
Carpenters Of[f] to Exammine the Ship & Take Thier Report Accordingly
this he Consented to and Sent them off they Return’d and told the
Intendant That they thought It highly Nessessary to Carreane & Repair
the Ship Before She Departed for America he then possitivly Refused to
Grant me Liberty to Refitt Unless the Carpenter & Caulker Would Sighn
A Certifycate that We Should be in Emminent Danger of Loosing the Ship
If not Repaired this Certifycate they Could not Sign, As they had not bin
to Sea in the Ship & it Was not in thier power to See the Ships Bottom
Without heaving her Down he then told me I Must Depart Immediately
We are Now takeing our Water on bord & Getlng Ready to proceed but
shall not be Able to Sail before Friday the 28th in the Evening & Am in
hopes of I Shal have the pleasure of Receaving your orders and Instrucktions -
on this hed by that time but If Oblig’d to Depart Sooner or before I Recv.
your orders I Shall Run into Nantz & there Enter A protest and Ask
Liberty to heav Down & Repair Tho I Am Ordered by the Intendant not to
go in to Any port in France These are very Extraordlnary orders & such
as I Little Expected to Recv. in Fra[n]ce

I Beg Leav to Congratulate you on Our Late Suckses in America as I
Am Informd We have Gained a Very Signal & compleat vicktory Over our
Enemies At Trentown you'l See by my Declaration Made on my Arrival
That I then mentioned my Ships being Leaky & beged Liberty To heav
Down & Repair If this favour Cannot be Granted as it is Absolutely Nes-
sessary prior to my Departure I Should be Much Obliged If you Would
forward your Dispatches as Soon and Send me of[f] for America as Soon
As Possible from Gentlemen your [&c.]

Lamb® Wickes

1. Franklin Papers, vol. 5, pt. 1, 72, APS.
27 Feb.

CAPTAIN GEORGE VANDEPUT, R.N., To PHILIP STEPHENS '

Sir. Asia, Spithead Feby 27th 1777.
Please to inform their Lordships of the Arrival of His Majs Ship
under my Command from Rhode Island having been forty five Days on
our Passage. at the Time We were Abreast of the Lizard the Weather
being extremely hazey, & the Wind at South, I thought it more proper to
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proceed to this Port, than to stand in with the Land to go for Plymouth.
I send enclosed a Journal of our Proceedings on the Voyage, a Copy of the
last Orders I receiv'd, & an Account of the State & Condition of the Ship -
Lieut Genl [Henry] Clinton, The Lord [Francis] Rawdon Deputy Agt
Genl, & Lieut Chas Knowles of the Navy came Passengers in the Ship,
being receiv’d by Order of Sr Peter Parker. Commodore Hotham in the
Preston accompanied by the Brune Captn Ferguson saild from Rhode Island
on the same Morning that we left It — In Consequence of my Orders to send
the Acct of the Arrival of the Ship, by Express you will receive this by the
Hands of Lieut Lechmere — I am Sir [&c.]
Geo Vandeput

[Endorsed] 28 Febry Own rect To be cleaned graved & refitted at Porto
for For. Service victs to 6 Mo except Beer & stored accordgy

1. PRO, Admiralty 1/2628.

SIR GEORGE GRAND TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN AND SiLAs DEANE'

Gentlemen ' Amsterdam 27 February 1777

I arrived last Evening in good Health with my Traveling companion,
in spite of the bad roads and the hardships of passage. We began the Visit
to the shipyards, and we shall immediately have a meeting with the best
Builders in order to start the work; there is neither a lack of material nor
of good labor; M B[oux] seems very satisfied with their way of working
which he finds vastly Superior to that of the French. ?

The news of the arrival of Your Captain, in Port Louis, with 5 Prizes
one of which is the Lisbon Packet boat, is giving rise here to many rumors;
Sir should You be able to send here in French Ships, or others, the Cargoes
which You are not able to Sell in France, You may depend upon my House,
to take full advantage of the opportunity, & to Give you an excellent Price.?

I have ordered that You be Sent a Copy of the Leyden Gazette, at my
brother’s address. It is important to your Interests, that You send me all the
good news that You Receive to have them inserted, in our Dutch &
French Papers, in order to uphold Your credit & to cultivate the good will
of the Country, which I find favors Your cause more than before, which
pleases me very much. ,

It is very much wished that the Famous & Respected Doctor decides
to come next month, to warm us with His presence, and to revive that
Interest we have in matters pertaining to You. I am certain that he will
succeed in everything & that he will be able to find the right time to obtain
some money from our Capitalists under reasonable ‘conditions *

General York ® has just presented a note, a Copy of which I shall try
to send You; it was so Violent that it embittered many minds & I learned
that the Reply will be fittingly firm; moreover I have been assured that new
Warships will be fitted out, that the Resolution has been made to have
our Flag Respected, Without Humiliation by the British. I have the
honor with the most sincere and respectful devotion, Gentlemen [&c.]

Grand
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Please advise me as to what you have done regarding the Farmers General, so
that I may write accordingly.
To the Honble Benjamin Francklin & Silas Dean Paris
[Endorsed] Sir George Grand Amsterdam 27 Feby 1777
1. Silas Deane Papers, ConnHS.
2. See Stipulations of Captain Jacques Boux for a Commission in the Continental Navy, February
12,1
. Captzm Z?Zmbert Wickes’ prizes.

3
4. A suggestion that Franklin would be able to negotiate a Dutch loan.
5. Sir Joseph Yorke, British Ambassador to Holland.

SiLAs DEANE TO JosepH HyNnsoN !

Capt Hynson :
Sir : Paris Feby 27th 1777.

This by Mons Eyries I hope will find you at Havre with the Cutter:
which you are to equip with all possible expedition for'a Voyage. Mons
Eyries will supply you with the necessarys, & you will take his advice in
equiping, it is proposed that she should proceed for America as soon as
possible; Mr Eyries proposes fixing eight or Ten Brass peices of three or four
pounders with other necessaries for defence against boats &c, you will be
the best Judge what is suitable for her, & Mr Eyries will be able to procure
it in a manner the least liable to rumor or objections from Goverment.
We shall expect from you on the Receipt of this, an acct of the state of the
cutter, what arming is necessary, and what goods she can carry, besides her
provisions, without impeding her passage which is the first object this we
shall want to be informed of, as soon as possible immediately after which
particular Instructions with your Dispatches, shall be sent to you express,
You will take care that every thmg be conducted with the greatest Secresy
and the choice of your Men requires your attention. as several Instances
of mutiny have lately happen’d — When you have consulted with Mr Eyries
" & made your general arrangements, it may perhaps be as well for you to come
up to Paris, leaving the Execution in the hands of Mr Eyries, on the whole
I think this will be the most sure mode of proceeding, as you can personally
explain what may not be so proper to trust to writing, & not so easyly
express'd — The Sooner you can come up the better, as in case of putting in
any goods by way of Ballast, 'The particulars ought to be fixed early I
am for Dr Franklin & Self Sir [&c.]

Silas Deane

To Capt ]oseph Hynson To care of Mons Eyrles

1. Benjamin Franklin Collectxon, YUL.

28 Feb.
Lorp DunMORE TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN !

My Lord London 28th February 1777 -
I beg leave to inclose to your Lordship a list of Prisoners taken by
the Rebels, belonging to the Troops and Armed Vessels raised and fitted out
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by me in Virginia. The Cruel and inhumane treatment that I know some
of them have met with from that Barbarous and Savage Enemy, confined in
loathsome Gaols, and loaded with Irons, now upward of twelve Months,
induces me to trouble your Lordship at this time, to request you will give
the Necessary orders for their being exchanged.

I also beg leave to request your Lordship to give the like order for
Colo Allan McDonald and his Son, who were taken Prisoners at the Cross
Creeks in North Carolina, and now confined at Reiding [Reading] in
Berks [Bucks] County, in Pensylvania. — Your Lordship is so well acquainted
with the part this Gentleman and his Son Acted in Carolina, and what they
must of consequence have suffered since, that I am persuaded it is needless
for me to say any thing farther to induce your Lordship to have them
speedily released from such Cruel and unrelenting Enemys. I am My Lord
[&c.] Dunmore

[Enclosure])
List of Prisoners taken by the Rebels, belonging to the Troops and Armed
Vessels raised and fitted out by the Earl of Dunmore, Governor of Virginia.

Name Rank where confined
John Connolly - Lieut Colo of the Queens Rangers Philadelphia
. Allan Cameron Lieut do do
John Smith Surgeon do do
Jacob Elligard J' Lieut Colo of the Queens Loyal )  Virginia
| Virginia Regiment
George Blair Captain do do
John Hunter junr Lieut do North Carolina
Townshend Ensign do Virginia
James Parker - Engineer do do
John Goodrich Senr  Commander of an Armed ) d
Vessell ©
Bartlet Goodrich do do do
William Goodrich do do Philadelphia
Bridger Goodrich do do do
Charles Robb Mate of the Ship William North Carolina

1. PRO, Colonial Office, 51353, 815-19.

. Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO CAPTAIN MITCHELL GRAHAM, R.N.?

By &c.

Whereas we intend that the Ship you command shall proceed forthwith
to the Island of St Helena to Convoy from thence to England the East India
Company’s homeward bound Ships; You are hereby required and directed
the moment you have completed her Provisions and Stores agreeable to
our Order of the 26th Instant and Wind & Weather will permit to put to
Sea and make the best of your way in her to that Island. '

And Whereas you will receive herewith a pacquet from the East India
Company addressed to the Governor of St Helena, and a Letter to yourself,
containing some cautions and Signals necessary for your observance on
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making that Island and before you proceed into the Road, whereby you
may make yourself known there as a Friend, you are to observe those
cautions and signals, and on your arrival to deliver to the Governor or
Lieutenant Governor the abovementioned Pacquet agreeable to its address.

You are to continue at St Helena til it shall be represented to you
by the Governor that it may be a proper time for proceeding homeward
with the Company’s Ships which may be there, and then taking them under
your Convoy, make the best of your way (consistent with their security)
with them to England; taking care, before you leave St Helena, to give
a Copy of the Signals you will receive herewith to the Commanders of each
of the said Ships for their information and Guidance; And on your arrival
in England you are to see those Ships up the Channel as far as Spithead where
you are to remain until you receive further orders; sending Us an Account
of your arrival and proceedings.

You are to be particularly attentive to the Ships which may be under
your Convoy; keeping them together by every means in your power, And
on no Account leaving them upon pretence of their not sailing fast enough
to keep Company with you, as we expect that in the course of your Voyage
you accommodate your progress to the worst sailing Ship amongst them.

You are at the same time to take all possible care and to give the
Commanders of the said Ships such Orders and directions as you shall
judge most likely to prevent them from seperating from you til you make
the Signal for that purpose; And in case (notwithstanding these precau-
tions) any of them shall part Company with you or disobey your Orders,
You are to transmit to our Secretary a List of their Names with the Circum-
stances attending such separation or disobedience; that the FEast India
Company may have full information of it, and take such measures thereupon
as they shall judge necessary. Given &c the 28th February 1777.

Captn Graham — T hetis — Plymouth Sandwich.
By &c C. Spencer.
PS. H. Palliser.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 319-21.

BRITISH ADMIRALTY PLAN FOR INTERCEPTING JOSEPH HYNSON'S VESSEL
CARRYING AMERICAN DISPATCHES !

[Admiralty Office, February 28, 1777] *
Stations for Ships to Intercept American Vessells going to or from Haver
de Grace ’

off Cape Barfleur Speedwell Sloop

Between Cape Barfleur ) : These ships should have
& Cape la Hague Courageux all the Informations

off Cape la Hague Royal Oak about the Tobacco Ships
Between Cape la Hague ) . expected —

& the Gaskets T Ranger Sloop

North from Ushant Hector

If the Man 3 can be trusted he should be caution’d not to pass those



FEBRUARY 1777 621

stations in the night, and advis'd to keep about 5 Leagues from that Land —

The most minute description should be obtain’d of the vessell &
what Colours she is intended to sail under, it may be so contriv’d to make
her Colours serve for know[ing] her, that is by loseing or breaking her Ensign
staff as it were by accident, and on being chas’d, to hoist her Colours at her
Gaff-end or mast head as may be agreed on, whether, French, Dutch or
English. -

The orders to the Captains of the Ships to be Secret not to be opend
till they are without Dunnose, they should be furnish’d with all such parti-
culars as may be thought proper. — The two Sloops to lie at St Hellens to
receive orders and ready to sail at a moments warning such orders to be
sent as soon as the Description of the Vessell is receiv’d & the Intended time
of her sailing is known

The Captains to be directed in case of meeting with this Vessell, care-
fully to secure all the papers found onboard her & (without inspecting
any that are Seald) to send them to the Secretary of the Admty by an officer
in a Box or parcel under the Captain’s own Seal — '

Perhaps it may be of use in case of geting the papers to have it Reported
that her secret papers were sunk with weights when she was chas’d and that
‘nothing but the Ship papers were found onboard her, and this report might
be favourd by Packets similar to the others in size &c, being so thrown
overboard in sight of the rest of the men onboard her. Thus the Enemy
may be persuaded that none of their Secrets are discovered —

1. Stevens, ed., Facsimiles, No. 47.

2. Stevens identifies this document as prepared in late February or early March; February 28 has
been arbitrarily selected.

3. Hynson, an American, was secretly in British employ.

-

London Chronicle, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27 TO SATURDAY, MARCH 1, 1777

[London] Friday, February 28.

Applications have already been made to the Admiralty, for letters of
marque and reprisal on all ships belonging to those American colonies which
are now in actual rebellion against the Mother-country; and they will be
granted as soon as the bill now depending for that purpose receives the
royal assent.

London Packet, or New Lloyd’s Evening Post, WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 26 TO FrRiDAY, FEBRUARY 28 1777

London, Friday, February 28.

The M:lford frigate, commanded by Capt. Mowat, during the sickness of
Capt. Burr (who is since dead) cruised off Boston Harbour from the 26th of
October to the 25th of December, in which time Captain Mowat took and
destroyed twelve of the Rebel vessels, three had been taken by their privateers,
and were upwards of 30,000 1. value; and six Capt. Mowat burnt in the
Bay of Boston, in sight of the Rebel Commodore Manley, at the head of three
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of their 32 gun frigates; Manley made signal once for coming out to engage
the Milford, but on second consideration, thought it most prudent to remain
in Harbour, where he continued during the whole time that the M:ilford
cruised a single ship on that coast

Captain Mowat fell in with the Alfred, and her prize the Mellish, which
was taken about 40 leagues to the southward of Halifax Harbour, in the latter
end of November; Captain Mowat took an armed vessel in company with the
Alfred, but the rest found means to make off, and escape.

It is thought that Captain Mowat’s cruize has been the most successful
of any during the whole war, He returned to Halifax for stores and provi-
sions, and sailed again about the 10th of January, to the same destination.

BEAUMARCHAIS TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS !

[Extract]

Gentlemen Paris, February 28, 1777.

I have the honor to fit out, for the service of Congress; by the way of
Hispaniola, the ship Amelia, loaded with field and ordnance pieces, powder
and leaden pigs. As the season is too far advanced, that the ship might go
straightway to your ports, I have charged M. Carabasse, my correspondent
at Cape Francois, to reverse the whole cargo on Bermudian or even on
American ships, if he finds any at her arrival in that port, and to transmit
to you as soon as possible.

This is the fourth ship I have addressed to you since December last;
the other three have steered their course towards your eastern ports.

The first is the Amphitrite of 480 tons, Captain Fautrel, loaded with
cannons, muskets, tents, entrenching tools, tin, powder, clothing, &c. Left
Havre de Grace on the 14th of December, 1776.2

The second is the Seine, from the same port, Captain Morin, of 350
tons, loaded with muskets, tents, mortars, powder, tin, cannons, musket balls,
&c.

The third is the Mercury, of 317 tons, Captain Heraud, from Nantz,
loaded with one hundred thousands of powder, 12,000 muskets; the remainder
in cloth, linen, caps, shoes, stockings, blankets, and other necessary articles
for the clothing of the troops.

In my letters of August, September, and December last the duplicates
of which have been delivered to you by the chief officer of those who went
over to your service in the Amgphitrite, I have requested you to order that
my ships might not expect long for remittances; I ask for in the same letters,
my design being to send you uninterrupted supplies, and such as may be of
the greatest use to you. I hope on your side, you will be quick as possible,
load again, and send me back my vessels.

1. State Papers, House Document No. 111, appendix, 15th Congress, 1st session, 23-24, NA.
2. “Invoice of Ammunition, Artillery and other Stores on board the ship Amphitrite, Captain

-Fautrel.”

~ Namely: -
52 Guns, their carriages and fore-carriages, &c.-
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4 1b. Cannon balls
Grenades
thousand-weight of lead balls
Spades

Iron shovels [a sort used in lime burning]
Pickaxe Mattocks

Rock picks

Pickheads

Mattocks

Hatchets

Bill-hooks

Miners drills

Iron pincers

Pistols

Scoops

Priming Wires

Iron wedges

Pick-axes (sage-leaved)
Crescent-shaped axes
Shears

Punches

Rammers

Muskets

Gun flints

Worms

Iron balls for Cartridges
Grape-shot

1bs. of tinder

Levers

bales of tent covers
thousand-weight of gun-powder

623

Invoice of Ammunition, Artillery and other Stores on board the ship Amelie, Captain
Desmoniers de Barras.

19 Brass guns with their carriages & fore-carriages, &c.

288
100
100
3369
20

100

1

4
200
2
4900

Namely: -

Bombs
Spades
Mattocks
Cannon balls
Cases of musket balls
For the Use of the Artillery
Ibs of old cart grease
piece of camelot 3
Ibs of thick wire
Needles
Reams of cartridge paper
flat tiles

Stevens, ed., Facsimiles, No. 240.

CAPTAIN LAMBERT WICKES TO THE COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE

L’Orient February 28th, 1777 -

I wrote at my Departure from Nantz which I hope Came safe to
hand & now imbrace this oppertunity of informing you of the Success of my
last Cruize, We Captured five Sail, none of which will be very Valueable 1
brought them all Safe in here. One of them Swallow Packet from Falmouth
bound to Lisbon in Ballast engaged 45 Minutes before she Struck We had
one Man Kill'd & My first Leiut had his left Arm blow’d off by our own Gun

Gentlemen,
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the Leiut. of Marines was Slightly Wounded in the Wrist, but they are both
in a fair Way to recover — The Coming into any French Ports with prizes is
Attended with so many difficulties that I have wrote to Doctor Franklin
desireing him to Send me home & am in hopes he will do so as soon as
possible — Soon after my arrival I received an order from the Judge of the
Admiralty Court to depart in Twenty four Hours with all my Prizes 1
however found Means to evade those Orders and got soon the Matter Settled
with the Judge — in Eight days after I received an order from the Intendant
of this Port to Depart in 24 Hours with all my prizes and not to presume to
enter into any other French port under pain of being Seized he further
inform’d me, If I offered to Cruize on this Coast, that a French Frigate would
be dispatch’d to take me. If those threats were all to be put in Execution my
Situation would be truely deplorable as I am informed there is Now several
Brittish Ships of Warr Cruizing for me, those orders from the French Ministry
I look on as Fenness and only given to Save appearances and gain time, as
they are not yet quite ready for a Warr, but I think it will certainly take
place in May or June.

It was with much difficulty I could evade the last positive order from the
Ministry, given me by the Intendant, I then beged leave to heave the Ship
Down as she was very leaky, he told me it was not in his power to Grant me
Liberty I then told him the prizes were all dispatch’d & if he chose to
Send the Reprisal out he must put hands on board, as me & my Officers and
Men were determined not to proceed in her, in the present Condition &
Desired him to Send Carpenters and Caulkers on board to Survey her, This
he consented to, when they return’d they told him they thought it highly
Necessary to heave her Down, He then told me he Could not grant me liberty
unless those Officers would Sign a Certificate that they thought the Ship
would be in Emminent Danger if sent out without repairing this they
Could not do as they had not been on board long Enough to know how
much Water she made in an hour, they Came on board the Next day on a
Second Survey when they remained 4 Hours on board, and on their return
signed a Satisfactory Certificate, the Intendant then granted me liberty
to Come into Port and heave Down as our prizes is all gone I am in hopes
my troubles are nearly at an end, 1 Sold the Packett for 16,000 Livers clear
of all losses reclaimations or other Demands after Striping her of Every
thing that was Valuable, I shall refer you to Thomas Morris Esqr for the
particulars concerning the other Prizes as he Transacted that Bussiness per-
sonally.

I Recd a letter this day from the Honbles Doctor Franklin & Silas Dean
informing me of those orders by the Ministry at Paris, but think they are
only to Stop the Clamour of the British Ambassadore & says they hope I
shall be able to stay longer than the time limmitted. When I first Arrived
I wrote to your Honble Commissioners at Paris Informing them of the Num-
ber of Prisoners taken, & as there had lately been two American Private Ships
of Warr taken I thought it a good oppertunity to Negotiate an Exchange of
Prisoners. in thier answer they say they will emeadiately apply to Lord
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Stormont for an Exchange but did not think it Could be done without orders
from the Brittish Court — I was permitted to keep them on board 7 days after
my Arrival & then obliged to Discharge them & take the Intendants Certificate

for their discharge, from Gentlemen [&c.]
Lamb* Wickes

P.S. Inclosed you have an Exact list of the Prizes & Cargoes 2

1. Papers CC (Letters Addressed to Congress), 78, XXIII, 377-79, NA.
2. Enclosed list:
A Manifest of the Cargo on board the Ship Betty bound from Bordeaux to
Londonderry - Vizt'
95 Hheads Wine
55 Pipes Brandy
29 Tierces Vinegar
164 Cakes Rozin
53 Small Boxes
6 Bags made Corks
11 Kegs
21 Casks Pruens
35 Bags Nutts
Some Cork Wood
The Cargo on board the Brig Hibernia bound from Dublin to Lisbon - Vizt
200 Barrels Flour
730 Sacks Wheat
The Snow Swallow (a Packet) bound from Falmouth to Lisbon in Ballast
The Cargo on board the Brig Generous Friends from Sheetland bound to
Cadiz - Vizt
3270 Bushels Barley
The Cargo on board the Polly & Nancy bound from Pool to Cadiz - Vizt
2100 Quintals Cod Fish
Papers CC (Letters Addressed to Congress), 78, XXIII, 381-82, NA.

JONATHAN WILLIAMS, JR. TO THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE !

[Extract]
Nantes Feb. 28. 1777 —
. the principal intention of this is to inform you that Mr [Thomas]
Morrls has sold four of the prizes® (all except the packet Boat) Vessells
Cargoes &c &c for about 90,000 Livres, all risque of reclaim & every difficulty
to be the purchasers. Mr M tells me he has recvd the Bills for the amount
& so finished the Business.

1. Franklin Papers, vol. 37, 62, APS.
2. Reprisal’s prizes.

1 Mar.
London Chronicle, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27 TO SATURDAY, MARCH 1, 1777

[(London] Saturday, March 1.

The following ships were taken with the Swallow packet boat by an
American privateer, and carried into L'Orient, viz.  the Polly and Nancy,
Keniesbear, from Pool to Cadiz; the Hibernia, Jefferson, from Dublin to
Lisbon; the Generous friend, Duncan, from Shetland to Cadiz; and the Betty,
Campbell, from Bourdeaux to Londonderry.! Capt. [Charles] Newman, of
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the Swa'llow, writes word that he is detained until they hear from Paris, and
that he is in hopes the prisoners will be released.

1. Prizes of the Continental Navy brig Reprisal.

MEMOIR OF THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS TO VERGENNES !

Memoire Paris March 1st 1777

In the several Memoires which Mr Deane had the honor of presénting
previous to the arrival of his Colleagues, the history of the dispute, between
the United States of America, & Great Brittain, was brought down, to the
Time of presenting The Memoires, the situation, & resources of the United
States justly stated; and Conjectures as to the issue of the Campaign, then
depending were made, which Events have since justified. — The Turn which
Great Brittain then meditated, and which she would finally exert her whole
force, & influence to give to this War, was pointed out, Namely by an early sub-
jugation of America to unconditional Submission by force of Arms, or an
Accomodation, to be in a Situation of turning the War against France, which
-they would be able to enter upon with the Advantages of having their whole
Force, by Sea & Land ready, their Magazines Stored, & the warlike spirit of
the Nation raised by civil Contest, together with additional resources from
America, in a State of Peace & Amity, & ready Armed, & disciplined.

That Great Brittain would endeavor To give the War this direction, &
avail herself of these Circumstances has with submission been pointed out,
in Memoires which Mr Deane had the honor of presenting in Addition to
which Messrs Franklin and Deane ? have only to add, that they are well
assured that the present Moment labours with this Event, before hinted at;
and that Great Brittain is employing Art as well as force to Accomplish, &
compleat their favorite design.

Messrs Franklin & Deane Anxious for the Fate of their Country, and,
wishing to employ every means in their power to Defeat the design of their
Country’s Enemies, take Liberty to observe, that without supplies of military,
& other Stores, without Commerce established on which their resources greatly
depends; and without the protection of any foreign power to their com-
merce, or Shipps of War, it is hardly possible for the United States to prevent
for any Time this Event; nor can it be expected when considered that under
all these disadvantages they have to contend with the whole Force of Great
Brittain, & her Allies.

In Consequence of Warlike stores, not being permitted to be shipp'd
in French Bottoms, direct for the United States, the Cannon & Stores engaged
by Mr Deane in August last are at this moment in the Ports of France; &
finally obliged to send them by the West Indies, there to look for American or
Neutral Ships, all hopes of their being in any Season for Service in America,
are lost.

The Duties laid on certain Commodities coming from the Dominions
of Great Brittain being continued on the same Commodities from The
United States operate as a prohibition, on many important Articles of the
American Commerce & can be remedied, only by some particular Regulation,
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or Settlement of Rules for this Commerce. The Armed Vessels of the United

States are under the Necessity of having some harbor in Europe to repair the

Damages they may receive at Sea, without This it is impossible for Them

to keep these Seas; and when permitted to enter the Ports of France, it

1s Necessary the Rules they are to Observe should be known.

It is a great Disappointment to Messrs Franklin & Deane, to find that
they are unable to comply with the Proposals of the Farmers General respect-
ing Tobacco, but greatly as they are in want of Supplies they Think them-
selves justified in rejecting offers which must Subject their Constituents
to great and certain Loss in a Commerce which they hoped to establish on
equal Terms.

Not to detain his Excellency longer than is absolutely Necessary, Messrs
Franklin & Deane propose the following Points with all Submission to his
Consideration
1. Military Stores being merchandize & subject to the same rules, as

other Articles of Commerce, it is asked that they may be permitted

to be transported direct to the United States in French Vessels, the
proprietors running the risques Attending such a Voyage.

2. It is submitted whether, considering the different predicament under
which many Articles of the Commerce of the United States now are, .
from what they formerly were, it is not Necessary they should be
under different Regulations — & consequently whether the United
States may expect their proposed Treaty of Commerce & Amity with
his most Christian Majesty, will be accepted, & approved of.

3. All prospect, of Treating with the Farmers General for Tobacco being
at present closed, & all hope of supply from that source defeated,
Whether any other mode can be adopted, for supplying France with
that Article at the price, it costs at its first purchase, & the unavoidable
expences of transportation, that being the extent of the demand of
Messrs Franklin & Deane.

4. It is requested that when Armed Vessels belonging to The United
States enter the Ports of France, they may be permitted Time to
repair the Damages they may have sustained, & to dispose of so
much of their Effects as will enable them to do it, under such
Regulations as are usual in such Cases; That the mode or Rules
may be pointed out; and That they may be permitted to sell, or
Freight to the Subjects of other Nations their prizes, without discharg-
ing their Goods on Shore, but transacting the whole on shipboard.

5th. A Port in Europe being Necessary for the Shipps of War of the United
States and the Treaty subsisting between France & Great Brittain not
permitting one to be granted in this Kingdom; it is hoped that it will
not be disagreeable That Application should be made elsewhere, and
on This Subject intreat his Excellency’s advice & direction which in
this & every other Concern will, be attended to by them in the closest
manner ~ as well as be received with the utmost respect & Gratitude. 3

1. AMAE, Correspondance Politique, Etats Unis, vol. 2, 111-13, LC Photocopy.
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2; Arthur Lee, the third Commissioner, was on a mission to Spain.
3. Vergennes’ undated reply to the Commissioners:

1. No notice can be taken of commercial operations made by private individuals.
No one is restrained in this respect, while keeping within the limits of circumspec-
tion. But it is impossible to ignore the undertakings, which, having a purely
offensive object, cannot be regarded as commercial; and to do so would compromise
ourselves without any advantage to the party we desired to assist, since such
exportations cannot have the certainty of the favour of any flag and could not,
at least with success, be reclaimed.

2. The facilities experienced up to the present by American commerce ought to leave
no doubt that we will lend ourselves to this with mutual confidence, when the
time comes to form a reciprocal alliance by a treaty of commerce. The reasons
which at present prevent this alliance have been already intimated. Meanwhile,
if there are any articles of merchandize upon which some indulgence is requested,
they may be pointed out and efforts will be willingly made to procure it.

3. There is nothing to be written concerning Tobacco, this point concerns the Farmers
General.

4. Every vessel which takes refuge in the ports of France receives there without
difficulty; the succour of which it may have need, to repair the damage occasioned
by the length of the voyage or events at sea; but it would be to give too great an
extension to such succour, to claim on this head for privateers the right of running
from the high seas into the same ports, of leading thither their prizes, of registering
them and of selling them without even breaking their cargoes. The Treaties which
are a law between the Powers and from which the religion of the monarchs does
not allow them to deviate, are opposed to this.

Stevens, ed., Facsimiles, No. 1451,

2 Mar. (Sunday)
JourRNAL OF CHARLES HERBERT!

[H.M.S. Burford, in Hamoze]

[1777] March 1. Myself and one of my shipmates have again been upon
deck to work. 'We made a chest for the master-at-arms, for which he gave us
some biscuit. We mended, also, a table for the ship’s cook, for which he
gave us a supper and sqme spare bread and meat. It is in the paper that
the ship which brought|Dr. Franklin from Philadelphia to France, as she
was returning, took a brig laden with fish, three days out of port, belonging
to the same gentleman that bought the Dolton.

2. Prayers were read on board this ship to-day, and we were allowed
to go on deck to hear them. A frigate arrived, after a six months’ cruise, as
we know by her firing a salute — which they are not allowed to do unless
they have been six months absent. Myself and another have the liberty
from the carpenter of the ship to work every day when we can get work to do.

1. Herbert, A Relic of the Revolution, 29.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO ARTHUR LEE!

[Extract]
Paris, March 2. 1777 -
Capt. Wickes is return’d to L'Orient with 5 Prizes, taken on the Coast of
Portugal: One a Packet from Falmouth to Lisbon, with 18 Guns & 50 Men.
The others a Ship from Pool with Fish one from Shetland with Barley,
one from Ireland with Flour, & one for Bristol with Wine and Brandy. He



MARCH 1777 629

has made near 100 Prisoners. At his Request we have proposed, to the
English Ambassador here, an Exchange for as many Americans taken by the
Raisonnable; ® but have received no Answer; indeed we did not expect any.
Wickes meets with Difficulties at L’Orient about his Prizes. We are solliciting
here for Some Favour to him, but as yet have no explicit Answer. Mr Dean
is gone again to day to Versailles. — Perhaps we might be more favour’d
in Spanish Ports. Tho People tell us that this Court is offended with the
late Conduct of Britain, (which was insolent on its supposed Success in
America) and begins now to use a_Tonfe] that indicates a Rupture: But
these are Notices not to be rely’d on.

I am now removed to Passi, but am almost every Day at Hotel d'Ham-
bourg withe Mr Deane, who begins to talk afresh of going northward. . . .

Capt. Nicholson is return’d and the Cutter with Capt. Hynson is arriv’d
at Havre Mr [William] Hodge has not yet Succeeded at Dunkirk but
expects. The taken Packet will I believe be fitted out as a Cruiser, being
said to sail well. . .. A

1. Benjamin Franklin Collection, YUL.
2. Crew of Massachusetts privateer Dalton.

3 Mar.

Lorp SurrFoLK To Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY !

My Lords, St James’s March 3d 1777.

The King’s Assent having been this Day given to “an Act of Parliament
to empower His Majesty to secure and detain Persons charged with or sus-
pected of the Crime of High Treason committed in any of His Majesty’s
Colonies or Plantations in America, or on the High Seas, or the Crime of
Piracy” and there being a Clause which makes it “lawfull for His Majesty by
Warrant under His Sign Manual to appoint one or more Place or Places
of Confinement within the Realm for the Custody of such Prisoners,” I am
to desire that your Lordships will Name and describe to me for His Majesty’s
Information such Place or Places of Confinement as you think most expe-
dient to be appointed in the Manner and for the purpose aforesaid, instead
of the Common Goals. I am &c.

Suffolk.

1. PRO, Foreign Office, 95/355, 323-24.
Lorp GEORGE GERMAIN TO GENERAL Sk WiLLiaAM Howe!?

[Extract]
Whitehall 3d March 1777

. a warm Diversion upon the Coasts of the Massachuset’s Bay, and
New Hampshire, would not only impede the Levies for the Continental
Army, but tend much to the Security of Our Trade, and indeed, it scarcely
admits a doubt but that these Benefits must inevitably result from such an
Arrangement; For as, on one hand, it is scarcely to be expected that those
Provinces will part with men when their Presence must be wanted for the
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internal Defence of their own respective Districts; so, on the other, a salutary
Check will unavoidably be put to the Successes of the Rebel Privateers, when
we have destroyed or taken Possession of their Ports. . . .

1..PRO, Colonial Office, 5/94, 1067-10.

PAuL WENTWORTH TO LORD SUFFOLK !

[Extract]
My Lord

I have this moment fallen upon the exact state of the Busyness which
is the immediate object of A Lee’s journey to Madrid. The delegates at
Paris, assisted by the Count d’Aranda, & the Weverial Minister I before
described, had Adopted a scheme suggested by a M. de Rulle Cour to give
the Congress an Establishment convenient for an admiralty Jurisdiction in
Europe or rather Africa. The writings are drawn & signed by the Partys —
Namely the delegates & Rulle Cour, who has Engaged to raise 1000 Men
to Garison, & Mony to build a Fortification on one of the Zaferinos Islands
near Melila on the Coast of Fez in the Mediteranian, wch belong to Spain,
if to any body — they being considered as desolate: On the other Part, is
stipulated that Rulle Cour shall have a Commission as Capt Genl & Gov.
of the Island &c &c. And I believe Maclntosh, at Leyden, expects to be Judge-
Advocate. Mony is offered by M. de Chaumont in France, & M. D’yranda at
Madrid, & the two Ministers have Added all their power & sollicitation to
give the scheme success. . . .
Poland street [London] 3 March.

1. Stevens, ed., Facsimiles, No. 144,

“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM PLYMOUTH, DATED MARCH 3.” !

Arrived here his Majesty’s ship Liverpool, Capt. Henry Bellew, from
America, the ship which has been so fortunate in retaking many West India
ships from the rebels.

[Printer’s note] It is said that the crew of the Liverpool man of war have
received upwards of 40 1. each, prize money, for captures they have made
since their being on the American station.

1. London Chronicle, March 4 to March 6, 1777.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL EDWARD SMITH TO WILLIAM EDEN!

[Extract] »
Havre, March 3d. 1777 — 6 at night

... I see our Seamen disdain such trifling game as Privateers, but lett
me assure you exclusive of the prejudice they do your trade they hurt the
credit of your Marine & induce the French to enter willingly into these
Ships for prize money. You see Weeks [Lambert Wickes] has never found
a difficulty in disposing of his prizes in the ports of France notwithstanding
any thing that Court may say to ours.
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The Sloop Hynson brought here is hawl’d up into the most private part
of the harbour and the King’s Dock Men are at work upon her with all
expedition. I mean that she shall be stuffed with every thing that is good,
to make her a better, & more valuable prize, but observe she will be all
French, Master, hands, cockétts, & even bills of laiding, and will hoist french
Colours so lett your ships be well apprized She will be quite French, but
‘Hynson will answer to his name willingly.

Many officers have gone these last six weeks from hence to America I
should say Philladelphia and 300 artillery Men. A Capt Bell saild some
weeks ago with his Ship loaded with powder, Lead, Cloth, small Arms, and
brass Cannon, Franklin is trusted by the Court of France for all articles.
A Ship for St Domingo Sails to Morrow from hence loaded with stores of
all kind, salt and Cloth, & more brass artillery. Every port of France has
provided America.

Success attend your ships, if they loose the Sloop, they must be sad hands
indeed, and I shall have been a very useless and expensive Messanger.
so rely upon them for any return of my voyage because Hynson will not
give me the dispatches here, so take her.? ‘

I sett off for Paris to Morrow

1. Stevens, ed., Facsimiles, No. 52.
2. See next entry for British plan to capture sloop commanded by double agent Hynson.

PLAN TO CAPTURE JosEPH HYNSON’s Sroop !

The Cutter Sloop was built at Folkstone bought at Dover from Factor,
and paid for by Hynson. She will have a French Captain and Crew
on board and will clear out for some French Foreign port Capt Hynson will
pretend being a passenger, and will answer to his name. He is a lusty and
a black looking Man.

She will sail the first fair wind from Havre after the tenth of this

Month in an Evening so as to make Cape Barfleur in a Morning. carrying
French Colours.

One Ship must be off Cape Barfleur, and another off Alderny, & if it
is in nature these Ships should miss such a Cutter Sloop, you had better
have Sixty Ships out, than loose her, besides the distance from Portsmouth
is so short that there can be no difficulty in having the means at hand to
Catch her. Your Ships should be upon their stations the 9th because after
the 10th the first wind that she can Sail with, Hynson will most assuredly
putt to Sea. :

Hynson must not be much marked by respect, but confined, and
putt in confinement when on shore till Somebody fetches him to London,
He begs I may come to him.

Havre 3d March 1777

N.B.: She shall have fifty or sixty barrels of gunpowder on board

1. Stevéns, ed., Facsimiles, No. 51. Enclosed in Lieutenant Colonel Edward Smith’s letter of the
same date to William Eden.
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BuissoN DE BASSEVILLE TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN !

tho’ I Receiv’d no answer to the first letter I have had the honour of wrltmg
you this last month, give me leave to Send you this Second.

I was yesterday at I'orient where I have Seen the embarquations taken By
one of your privetears: one of them is fit to be arm’d as a privetear, and
if you please to trust me with the Commandement of it, I'll Sail in Company
with the other, or else I'll go with it to Baston, as it will please you to order.
if you have not Sailors enough for that purpos, I'll find you Brave fellows
whose will Surely Serve your Country with distinction: But, if my demand
is agreable to you, you must be as good as to obtain me leave from the Court
of france that I may absent my Self;-and a power to engage frenchmen to
Come with me.

be assur’d, Sir, that I'll neglect nothing to testifie you my agknowledgment.
I am with all possible Respect [&c.]

» Buisson de Basseville

the 3d day of mach 1777

from quimperlé in low Britain -
[Endorsed by de Basseville on verso]
Sir/ Be pleas’d to honour me with an answer that I may Know your inten-
tion towards me

1. Franklin Papers, vol. 5, pt. 1, 84, APS.

“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A PERsON AT L'OrieEnT TO MESSRS W. & N.
JOHNSTON AT BORDEAUX DATED MARCH 37!

As a matter of fact the Court has ordered that the English vessels captured
by the American frigate must leave the port, but there is reason to believe
that our Commandant has received other private orders becduse these prizes;
instead of really leaving the roads, have merely changed their berth by
placing themselves outside the harbor. Neverthless, in order that everything
shall appear to be correct, Captain Weeks, commander of the frigate the
Reprisal has obtained clearance papers from the Farmers General; care was
taken during the night to change the figure-head and the vessels have been
painted. The cod ship and the wine and brandy ship (the Betty) have been
sold for about 70,000#, cargo and vessels? They are now engaged in
unloading outside the harbor at Bois du Blanc; the flour and barley ships are
being taken to Noirmontier where they are to be sold ® and the English
packet ship is being guarded by the frigate and will make a small privateer.

In Lord Stormont’s No 50 Secret

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 380.
2. The “cod ship™ was Polly and Nancy, of 150 tons.
3. The “flour and barley ships” were Hibernia and Generous Friends.
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4 Mar.

PuiLip SterHENS TO Vice ApMIRAL RicHarp Lorp Howe!

My Lord [Admiralty Office] 4th March 1777

I had the honor to receive on the 23d ultimo by the Bristol your
Lordships Letter of the 12th and 18th of December last, giving accounts of
the disposition you had made of the Ships and Vessels under your Command;
and having laid the same before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty
I have the satisfaction to acquaint your Lordship that they entirely approve
thereof; I at the same time received and laid before their Lordships your
Letters of the 22d and 27th of December the former acquainting them with
your motives for permitting Captain [John] Tollemache to return to
England, the latter with those for sending home the Bristol both of which
my Lords likewise very well approve of, and command me to inform you that
not intending to send Captain Tollemache back to New York they are
pleased to leave it to your Lordship to appoint a Commander to the
Scorpion Sloop in his room. My Lords are also pleased to leave it to your
Lordship to appoint a Lieutenant to the Amazon in the room of Lieutenant
Paton who was ordered by Captain [Maximilian] Jacobs to command the
Lord Howe armed Vessel in the absence of Captain [Thomas] Pringle, and
who came home a Passenger in her upon Captain Pringle resuming the
Command

In my Letter of the 14th of January last I had the honor to acquaint
your Lordship that it was the intention of the Board to send out to Quebec a
sufficient number of Supernumerary Seamen to supply the place of the Men
who have been lent to the Craft upon the Lakes from the Triton Garland
and Viper Sloop that those Ships and Sloop might not lie inactive but
proceed on any Service for which they might be wanted. I am now to inform
your Lordship the 200 Seamen will accordingly be sent out by the Proteus
Armed Ship and Porpoise Sloop, two Vessels which have been purchased to
carry to Quebec the Camp Equipage, Cloathing Ordnance and Naval Stores
for His Majesty’s Forces in Canada, the former mounting 26 Guns with 160
Men, and the latter 16 Guns with 125 Men; They will proceed under the
command of Captain [Philemon} Pownoll of the Apollo, in which Ship Gen-
eral Burgoyne is to return to Canada, and as the General has upon an inter-
view with my Lords represented that besides the Seamen which have been
allotted for the Service on the Lakes in consequence of the Plan delivered to
Sir Charles Douglas by Sir Guy Carleton, two or three hundred more may be
wanted to man the Boats and for other Services there, their Lordships think
it will be expedient for them to give discretionary Orders to Captain Pownoll
to furnish such a further assistance of Seamen, if it shall be found absolutely
necessary, until such time as he receives Instructions from your Lordship
upon that head, as well as for the disposal of the Ships and Vessels in the
River St Lawrence

The Experiment which arrived at Plymouth on the 9th and the Bristol
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which came to Portsmouth on the 23d past are under Orders to be refitted,
and will be sent back to your Lordship as soon as possible.

The Isis and Swift Sloop are now at Spithead in readiness to convey
from hence 1000 British Recruits when the Transports which are waiting at
Sheerness to receive them can get round They will be accompanied by the
Camel of 24 Guns, and the Bute hyred Armed Ship of 30 Guns, appointed to
carry the Camp Equipage for the Army under General Sir William Howe,
and to proceed afterwards to the West Indies to be employed as Convoys to
the homeward bound Trade.

I have only to add that the Ariadne a Twenty Gun Ship lately built at
Chatham with a Copper Bottom, is nearly ready for the Sea, and will be
sent out to your Lordship without delay. I have the honor to be &c

' P: S:
P: S: Since closing my Letter I have received your Lordship’s Letter of
the 15th of January, and shall lose no time in laying it with it’s Inclosures
before my Lords Commissrs of the Admiralty
Vice Admiral Lord Viscount Howe .
at New York } By the Albion
Duplicate sent by the Ariadne

/
1. PRO, Admiralty 2/554, 129-32.

PHILIP STEPHENS TO VICE ADMIRAL RicHARD Lorp Howe?

My Lord Admiralty Office 4th March 1777

In addition to the Albion, by which your Lordship will receive this
Dispatch, I have it in Command from My Lords Commissioners of the Ad-
miralty to acquaint you that the Somerset, Nonsuch Augusta & Raisonable
of 64 Guns each, are nearly ready for the Sea & will be sent seperately to
reinforce the Squadron under your Lordships command without loss of time.

I have the honor to be &c
P.S.

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/1334, LC Photocopy.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN AND SiLAs DEANE TO THE COMMITTEE OF
SECRET CORRESPONDENCE !

[Extract]

Gentlemen Paris March 4th 1777
We send you herewith, the draught of a Frigate, by a very ingenious

Officer 2 in this Service, which appears to Us peculiarly suitable for Our pur-

pose, and We are in hopes of being able to ship Cordage and Sail Cloth, &

Anchors &c Sufficient for Five or Six such Frigates, by the time you can have

them built.

" Though deprived of any intelligence from you since the first of last

November, & without remittances leaves us in a Situation easier to be con-

ceived than described. The want of intelligence affects the Cause of the
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United States in every department; such Accts of Our Affairs [as] arrive in
Europe at all, come thro the hands of Our Enemies, & whether defeated or
Victorious we are the last who are acquainted with Events which ought first
to be announced by Us. We are really unable to account for this Silence, and
while We are affected by the unhappy Consequences of it, must intreat the
honorable Congress to devise some method for giving us the earliest and most
certain intelligence of what passes in America.

The Ship * by which this is sent, is Loaded with Cloathing, and Cordage,
and Duck, not having a full Cargo of the former. We ordered Mr Williams
who acts for Us at Nantes to compleat [it] with the latter, for which We have
obtained a Short Credit. Mr Williams will write You by this Opportunity.
he has been of great Service to Us at Nantes, & it is but justice to say that his
knowledge of -business, probity, Activity & Zeal for the Interests of his
Country, with the good Opinion justly entertained of him by Gentlemen in
Business at Nantes, render him Very serviceable in Our Affairs there, & proper
to be employed in Commercial Transactions.

It gives Us pain to be obliged to say, that the conduct of Mr [John
Philip] Merkle is intirely the reverse. he left the Vessel he came over in at
Bordeaux on Expence in December last; has sent no Orders to her since. he
passed thro Paris in January for holland, or rather spent a Month in the City,
on his journey, where, as well as at Bordeaux, his character is marked by low
debauchery, incompatible with the Gentleman or the Man of Business. Per-
sons of such a Character giving themselves out for Agents of Congress, and
producing Contracts in support of their Pretensions, hurt the Commercial
reputation of the United States, and can be of no Service in any shape what-
ever.

1. Papers CC (Letters from the Joint Commissioners for Negotiating Treaties with France and

England, 1777-84), 85, 20-32, NA.

2. Captain Jacques Boux.
3. Comte de Vergennes.

JonaTHAN WILLIAMS, JR. TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN !

[Extract] ,
Dear & hond Sir Nantes March 4. 1777.

I am highly pleased to find that my Inclination to settle in France meets
with your approbation, and I will do my best endeavours to preserve the good
opinion you are pleased to honour me with. This place seems to me the best
calculated for carrying on the american Trade, especially in time of war. I
understand that all vessells that come on this coast are obliged to make Belle
isle, which being just off the mouth of this River, an immediate shelter is near
either in case of Chase or bad weather; while those Ships that are bound to
Bordeaux or other places, have a turbulent Bay to cross, & a dangerous Coast
to sail along before they can reach their port. The shallowness of the River
near the Town is the only disadvantage, but where operations are to be
conceal’d, the Ships being at some distance is not amiss, & with proper man-
agement & previous arrangement, this circumstance may not lessen the Dis-
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patch. The extent of the Loire is a great Benefit, it communicates to many
manufacturing Towns & by Canals joins the Seine & so goes even to Paris.
it has a very rapid Stream which is the means of quick transportation, & the
- Goods not being jolted by land Carriage may if properly packed come in great
preservation. . . .

1. Franklin Papers, vol. 37, 64, APS.
5 Mar.

Lorbps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO CAPTAIN MATTHEW Moorg, R.N.?

By &c.

Whereas we think fit that the Ship you command shall be victualled for
four months only with all Species of provisions except Beer of which she is to
have as much as she can conveniently stow, You are hereby required and
directed notwithstanding former Orders) to complete her provisions for that
time only accordingly. And when you have so done, in which you are to use
the utmost dispatch,.you are to put to Sea the first opportunity of Wind &
Weather and proceed and.cruize without a moment’s loss of time off the
Capes Ortegal and Finisterre (ranging about within Thirty Leagues from
either of them) for the protection of the Trade of His Majesty’s subjects and
diligently to look out for, and upon falling in with, to use your best en-
deavours to take or destroy any privatiers or other.Ships or Vessels belonging
to the Rebellious Colonies of North America.

You are to continue upon the above Station for one Month after the
making either the above Capes or the Land near the same, and then return
without loss of time to Spithead and remain there until you receive farther
Order; sending Us an Account of your Arrival and Proceedings. Given &c
the 5th March 1777.

Captn Moore—Exeter—Spithead. J Buller.
By &c Lisburne.
PS. H. Palliser

1. PRO, Admiralty 2/102, 324-25.

Public Advertiser, WEDNESDAY, MARCH b, 1777
[London, March 5]
For the Public Advertiser.

Af authentic List of Prizes taken, retaken, burnt and destroyed by his
- Majesty’s Ship Milford, on the Coast of America, from the 20th of April to
the 9th of Décemiber, 1776.
1. ASloop from Speedwell t6 Boston, oft Newbery, 90 Tons Burden, loaded
with Wood:
2. A Schooner fioih Salefii to thie West Indies, off Cape Ann; 60 Tons with
Fish and Lumbér
8. A Sloop from Casco Biy to Boston, off the Isle of Shoal, 70 Tons, with
Wood.
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10.
11.
12,
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.
21.
22,
23.

24,

26.
27.

28.
29.
30.
31.

32.
33.
34.

EUROPEAN THEATRE

A Schooner from New London to —, in Boston Bay; 60 Tons, with
Rye, &c. &c.

A Sloop from Casco Bay to —, off Cape Ann; 70 Tons with Spars for
Masts, &c.

A Sloop from Nantucket to Casco Bay, sunk her; 60 Tons, with Ballast.

The Yankee Hero Privateer, 17 Carriage Guns, 10 Swivels, &c. 150 Tons,
with Provisions, Stores &c.

A Sloop from Newbery to St. Peter’s, off Sambro’; 60 Tons, with Tar,
Flour, Sheep.

Ditto from C. Bay to Nantucket, off C. Cod; 80 Tons, with Lumber.

Ditto from Wood Island to Boston, off C. Ann; 90 Tons, with Wood.

Ditto from ditto to ditto, off ditto; 80 Tons, with ditto.

Ditto from ditto to Nantucket, near Cathes Ledge; 60 Tons, with ditto.

A Schooner from Kenebeck to Hispaniola, ditto; 70 Tons, with Fish and
Lumber. . )

The Princess Royal, from Jamaica to L.ondon, retaken; 350 Tons, Sugars,
Rum, &c.

A Schooner from Boston off Cape Cod, sunk her; 50 Tons, with salt
Mackrel.

[1llegible]

Ditto from Salem, sunk her; 90 Tons, with ditto.

A Schooner from ditto, burnt her; 80 Tons, with ditto.

A Brig from St. Vincent’s, re-taken by the Boats when at anchor; 120
Tons, with Rum, &c.

A Sloop from Mount Desert to Boston; 110 Tons, with Wood.

Ditto from Hispaniola to Newbery, off C. Ann; 100 Tons, with Mo-
Jasses, Coffee and Cotton.

A Schooner from ditto to ditto, off ditto; 80 Tons, with ditto.

A Sloop from Boston to ——, off Cape Ann Harbour; 50 Tons, with
Ballast.

The John Transport returning from Quebec, retaken; 300 Tons, with
ditto.

A Brig from Halifax to the West-Indies, retaken; 150 Tons, with Fish
and Lumber.

The Retrieve Privateer, 11 Guns, 18 Swivels, 82 Men, 140 Tons, with
Provisions, Stores, &c.

A Brig from Halifax to the West-Indies, retaken; 200 Tons, with
Lumber. .

A Snow from England, retaken; 220 Tons, with Lead and Copper Ore.

A Brig from Liverpool to Antigua, retaken; 150 Tons, with Corn, &c.

A Sloop from — to Boston, burnt her; 60 Tons, with Wood.

A Sloop from Falmouth to the West-Indies; 100 Tons, with Fish and
Lumber ‘

A Schooner from ditto to ditto; 70 Tons, with ditto and ditto.

Ditto from Boston, burnt her; 50 Tons, with Oysters, &c.

Ditto from ditto to Newbery; 50 Tons, with Dry Goods.
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35. A Sloop from ditto, burnt her; 60 Tons, with Ballast.

36. A Brig from Marseilles, Cargo French Property, retaken; 200 Tons, with
Oil, Cotton, Saffron, &c. &c.

37. A Ship of 14 Guns from Liverpool to Halifax, retaken; 300 Tons, with
Butter, Cheese, Coals, &c. .

N.B. By the Capture of the above Vessels, in the Space of eight Months,

through the Means of one King’s Ship only, the Americans have sustained a

Loss of very near 100,000 1. Sterling. Besides which, the M:lford has

rescued from the Rebel Paw, a great Number of Transports, Victallers, and

other Vessels, and greatly molested their Coasting Trade during the whole

Summer.

Yesterday the Press was very hot on the River Thames; several Watermen
were taken from Hungerford-stairs, and not a Waterman but what were old
Men were seen at Blackfriars or Westminster Bridges the whole Day: Al the
Watermen at Milbank, Vauxhall Stairs, and Nine Elms, were pressed.

London Chronicle, TUESDAY, MARCH 4 TO THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 1777

[London] Wednesday, March 5.

An American vessel, with 500 barrels of rice and 200 of indigo, for a
foreign market, is taken, and carried into Grenada.

The Irwin, Smith, which is arrived in the Downs from New York, was a
Jamaica ship, and taken by an American privateer, but since retaken by a man
of war.

Lorp STorMONT TO LORD WEYMOUTH !

Particular
No 45
My Lord Paris March 5th 1777

Yesterday Morning 1 had the Honour of Your Lordships Letters No
14 and 15.

After what had passed last week, between M de Vergennes, and me, with
regard to the American Ship, the Reprisal, and the Captures She had made,
and carried into L'orient, I did not imagine that it would have been necessary
to resume the Subject, but Information I received from L’orient of the 26th
past, made me think it incumbent on me, to return to the Charge, I there-
fore My Lord began my Yesterdays Conversation with M de Vergennes, by
telling Him, that I was surprized and concerned to find, that there must have
been some mistake, or delay, in the orders He mentioned to me last week, as
I knew that the Reprisal was still at L'Orient, the 26th of last Month, and
that the Captain had sold two of the Prizes, which put to sea that Day, and it
was said, was about selling the other three. I gave M de Vergennes an exact
List of the five Ships, and marked the two that were actually sold, according to
my Information )

He interrupted me to say, that what he had told me, was exact, that the
orders were sent At the time He mentioned, and that M de sartines had
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received an Answer from the Commissary who mentions the Departure of
two of the Merchant Vessels, but says nothing of any Sale, The Commissary
adds, that the other three ships were immediately to put to sea, together with
the Reprisal, that the American Captain had fought for a Delay, and pre-
tended the Necessity of having his Ship Careened, but upon examination, it
was found, that there was no such Necessity, and the Commissary renewed the
orders, for her immediate departure, He says positively in his Letter, that
Wind, and weather permitting, the Reprizal will put to Sea, the Day after to
morrow, that is the 28th of last Month, This My Lord, is the Substance of
the Commissarys Answer, according to M de Vergennes Account of it to me.
His Excellency assured me, that he knew of no Sale, that none had been
permitted, that no Part of the Cargoes had been suffered to be unloaded,
and that if there had been any Clandestine purchase of the whole en Bloc,
it was at the Risk of the purchaser, and was one of those Secret dealings in
Trade, which it was scarce possible to prevent. He asked me, if I had any par-
ticulars with regard to the Sale, or could tell Him the purchasers Name. I was
obliged to own My Lord, that my Information was very defective. It comes to
me through Mr Hunter, who has it in a Letter, from his Correspondent at
L’orient, but that Correspondent mentions no particulars. I have begged
Mr Hunter, of whose Zeal I have had several Proofs, to get me the most par-
ticular Intelligence possible.

I told M de Vergennes, that I hoped soon, to be more exactly informed,
that in the mean time, I asked the Restitution of the Packet, which was a
Kings Ship, and of the other two Vessels if they were Still at L’Orient, and
that as to any sale, that had been, or might be made, of all, or any of the five
Vessels, I did as was my Duty, formally protest against it, and declare, that
our Right could not be Affected, by any such Sale and that into
whatever hands the Ships came, they must be considered as our indisputable
Property. He did not at all Attempt to contravert this, but said, that as they
had positively forbid the Sale, they certainly did not mean to justify the
Purchase, if any Such Purchase had been made, which He assured me He did
not know of, and which could only have been made en Fraude. He again
assured me, that He had no Doubt, the orders were carried into full Execu-
tion before this time.

As to the Complaints of Messrs Ranson and Delamaine, all I shall Say
My Lord is, that those Gentlemen are misinformed, M de Vergennes, who
knows how repeatedly I have applied to Him upon the Subject, smiled, when
I told Him they complained of my Negligence. I do not however at all mean
to insinuate, that they have not Reason to be displeased, with the little
success of my Representations; They have every Right to consider, the Cap-
tors as Pirates, and do not see how hard it is, to bring this Court to adopt, and
avow the same opinion. Your Lordship is I know well aware of the Difficulty
of the General Question, I saw it too, tho’ imperfectly, when I transmitted
You a kind of Memorial, which You so properly desired might not be pre-
sented. Since that time, My Lord I have constantly pressed the Restitution of
the Ships, the Rebels take, and carry into the Ports of France, but I press
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it upon the footing of friendship only, and without entering into any
Discussion of the Matter of Right, which as Your Lordship sees better than
I do, might carry us very far, and lead to such Disquisitions, as it is better
to avoid. When I sent You the sketch of a Memorial, I did not see the nicety
of the Question, in its full Extent, but was like an advocate who uses the
most specious Arguments he can find, and is himself deceived, by the
Arguments he employs. The Point now seems to me of such Nicety, that if
any Memorial is to be given in with regard to it, I most earnestly beg, that it
may be transmitted to me. In the mean time, I shall continue to follow the
middle way I have taken, and press rather than Claim such Restitution, if
the Case should again arise. I know that it should be granted, if this Court
acted up to the friendship they profess, but they always protest the fear of
Quarrelling with the Rebels, exposing their Trade, to the Insults of the
American Privateers, and drawing on a Contest in which they could get
nothing but blows. M de Maurepas, and M de Vergennes, have both re-
peatedly made use of this Expression, and said, that they must keep clear of
Contests, in which there is much to lose, and nothing to gain.

I am with the greatest Truth, and Respect, My Lord [&c.]

Stormont

P:S: Mr Hunter has just received a Letter from L’orient, acquainting Him,
that all the Prizes are Sold, but mentioning no particulars, so Soon as I know
all the Circumstances, I shall again speak to M de Vergennes upon the
Subject, and regulate Myself according to the information I receive. There
can be no doubt, that the Commissary At least, has connived at this fradulent
sale, But they will deny, and I fear we cannot prove. S
(Endorsed] Paris 5 March 1777 Lord Stormont No 45 Particular R
10th by Express from Dover

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 322-25.

CAPTAIN LAMBERT WICKES TO THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE '

Gentlemen, L’Orient 5th March 1777 -

I received two of yours of the 25th by Mr Defrancy who I am sorry
Came so late, as our Sales were compleat before his Arrival, I have strictly
attended to your proposals & shall give you as full an Answer as in my power

as to Cruizing in the Sound for the Baltick Ships I am afraid that will
not do, as neither me nor my officers are acquainted wth those Sea’s, nor
have we any proper Charts for those Sea’s. Another ob‘ection is, the
Certainty of being Soon discovered, as there is such Numbers of Vessels
passing and repassing constantly, the Consequences of wch would be
dangerous, as the Passage in & out are Narrow & we should be either blocked

-in or taken but if you should think proper to order us on this Expedition I
think it would be highly Necessary to procure us Admittance & protection
in some of the principal Ports in those Sea’s, If this Cannot be done, I
think it would not be Advisable to venture there

The Cruize on the coast of Guineay I think much Safer and better,
but there is Such Difficultes Attending it, as cannot be got over, Our ship
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will not carry Water & provision enough for to Cruize, as it will be Necessary
to take 4 Months Water & provisions for that Cruize, and we Cannot take
more than 2 Months Water & provisions — If you should purchase the
Marepaus [Maurepas], 1 think this Cruize would then be Advantageous as
the Ships [of] Warr are all Small that is on that Coast & the Guineay Men
tho’ they have all more or less Guns are not in a Condition to fight, as their
Men are Generally very Sickly going off the Coast.

I join with you in Sentiments in regard to Cruizing on this Coast
as there is very little prospect of any More Success here, 1 am Informed
by the officers belonging to two French Ships [of] Warr, that arrived two
days ago from a Cruize, that there is three British Ships [of] Warr Cruizing,
between Cape Finnister and Ushant, oné of 64 Guns one of 50, and one of
32 Guns, two of which they Saw & was told there was Another — The French
Ships goes out again on a Cruize to Day.

I think if a very fast Sailing Cutter could be got & Stationed at Dunkirk
they might soon make plenty Prizes by running into the Downs and Cutting
Ships out from there, provided they would be received & protected in that
port until it Suited you to Send them off for America or Elsewhere, And
take the liberty to recommend Capt Hinson [Joseph Hynson] for that
Service, as he is a Stout brave Man & I think well qualified for Such an
Enterprize,

I am very glad to hear you intend to provide for Capt [Samuel]
Nicholson, as I think him deserving yr Confidence and make no Doubt
he will Merrit your Esteem in any Station you may think proper to place
him. If you purchase the Marepaus and I am appointed to Command her,
I know no Obstacle in Capt Nicholsons way, as my Officers would Chuse to
Continue with me & of Course there will be room for him in the Reprisal.
I think you may get the Marepaus £12,000 Sterg She is a Very fine Ship
& has the Charector of a Very fast Sailor I would recommend the pur-
chase if Convenient.

whatever may be your determination on those hints mentioned in your
last I shall Chearfully Comply with any orders from you if in my power, the
. Officers did not Sign a Written parole, only give thier Word of Honour,
as I have wrote you fully on this head, shall only Say they are all discharged.
This comes by Mr Defrancy who returns emeadiately to Paris as you
Trusted him I think I may safely do the Same from Gentlemen [&c.]

[Unsigned]
P.S. 1 shall take Care not let any more Officers on Shore at all. L.W.
1. Franklin Papers, vol. 5, pt. 2, 93, APS.

6 Mar.

Lorps COMMISSIONERS, ADMIRALTY, TO LORD SUFFOLK !

My-Lord Admiralty Office 6th March 1777
Your Lordship having, in your Letter of the 3d Instant, acquainted

Us that the Kings Assent had been that Day given to “An Act of Parliament

to empower his Majesty to secure and detain Persons charged with or sus-
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pected of the Crime of High Treason committed in any of His Majestys
Colonies or Plantations in America or on the High Seas or the crime of
Piracy™ and that there is a Clause which makes it lawful for His Majesty by
Warrant under his sign Manual, to appoint one or more Place or Places of
confinement within the Realm for the Custody of such Prisoners; And
your Lordship having in your said Letter desired that we will name to you
for His Majestys information such Place or Places of Confinement as we
think most expedient to be appointed in the manner and for the purposes
aforesaid instead of the common Goal: We are to acquaint your Lordship
for His Majestys information, that there is at Plymouth a large Building
call’d Mill Prison; And another at Portsmouth on the Gosport side, about
a Mile from that Place, call’d the Forton Hospital, with large airing Grounds;
which Buildings were used for the Custody of Prisoners during the last War;
and, being the property of the Crown, they may in our opinion be proper
places to be appointed for the purposes mentioned in your Lordships said
Letter: And should it be thought expedient to order them to be so made
use of, and any of the Prisoners confined therein be sick, so as to make it
necessary to have them removed, they may be accomodated with seperate
Appartments, in the Royal Hospitals for Sick Seamen at Plymouth and at
Haslar, until their Numbers are too large to allow of its being done without
inconvenience to His Majestys Service. We are My Lord [&c.]
J Buller C Spencer Lisburne

1. PRO, State Papers, 42/50, 63-64.

Lorp GEORGE GERMAIN TO COMMODORE MARRIOT ARBUTHNOT !

{Extract]
Lieut Govr Arbuthnot
Sir ) Whitehall, 6th March 1777.

I have received your Dispatches of the 31st December & 31 January, by
His Majesty’s Ships Lizard & Liverpool, and laid them before the King. His
Majesty read with great satisfaction the account you give in the former of
these Dispatches of the success with which the very proper & spirited
Measures taken by yourself, General Massey & Sir George Collier, for the
relief of Fort Cumberland was attended, & expressed his approbation of
Major Batt’s conduct of the party under his Command upon that Occasion.

I agree with you that it is highly probable the Rebels will renew their
attempt upon that Fort in the Spring, if they see any likelihood of succeed-
ing, and, therefore, Col: Gorham, or the commanding Officer, cannot be
too watchful or attentive, to prevent any surprize, and to the laying in
sufficient Supplies for the Garrison, to enable him to sustain a Siege untill
succours can arrive.

The requisition you have made to Sir-George Collier for a number of
small Ships of War to be stationed at the several Inlets into the Province
will, I doubt not, be complied with by Lord Howe as far as the other
important Objects he has to attend to will admit, but 1 trust the early
Operations of His Majesty’s Forces will reduce the Rebel power to so low
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a state that fewer than seven of the King’s armed Ships will be found
sufficient to protect the Province from any formidable attack, and the Force
within it if properly employed cannot fail of giving security against any
small Enterprize.

1. PRO, Colonial Office, 217/53, 31-32.

LIEUTENANT GENERAL JOoHN BURGOYNE TO CAPTAIN PHILEMON POWNOLL,
. H.M.S. 4polio?

My dear Sir

I wrote to you last week to inform you how happy I found myself in
being able to accept your obliging invitation on board the Apollo. 1
directed my letter to Sherpham Devon: but not knowing your post town
possibly it may have miscarried. I therefore trouble you with one line
more to say that Government will soon grow impatient for my departure
& to request from you intelligence of the real time you think you shall be
ready. I now beleive I shall be dispatched upon expeditious reasons &
that I shall save you from the trouble of a Convoy.

If my first letter did not reach you be so kind to inform me & I will
repeat what I therein mentioned & beleive me with truest regard Dear Sir
[&c.]

Hartford Street March 6 1777 J: Burgoyne

1. Sir Henry Clinton Papers, CL.

PHiLIp STEPHENS TO WILLIAM KNoOX !

Sr Admty Office 6 March 1777.
My Lords Commissrs of the Admiralty having directed the Navy Board
to apply the Transports named on the otherside hereof, to the Services against
their Names expressed; I am commanded by their Lordships to acquaint
you therewith, for the Information of Lord Geo Germain, in answer to your
Letter of the 26th past; And am [&c.] Phr Stephens
Springfield  To carry the Ordnance Stores, Presents for the Indians, & 25
' Recruits for St Augustine
Tons. No Pdrs :
St Helena 270 12: 6 ~To carry the Ordnance Stores to St

Vincents, and as many of the Recruits for Granada as she can
take in.
Tons. No Pdrs

Harrietta 221: 6: 6 —~To carry the remainder of the Re-

cruits to Granada.

1. PRO, Colonial Office, /126, Part 1, 161-62, 164.

Public Advertiser, THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 1777

London [March 6].
A Letter from Nantz says, “To give you some Conjecture of the Traffic
between the Merchants of this Place and America, the following were
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imported in December last, 1500 Tons of Cotton, 2000 Tons of Tobacco,
2400 Tons of Rice, 700 Tons of Indigo, 400 Tons of Cacoa, and other
Articles; in all 7000 Tons.”

Yesterday arrived the Mail from New York, brought by the Harriot
Packet, Captain Sampson Spargo, and the Post-master General immediately
appointed him to the Command of her for his gallant Defence of the said
Boat in an Engagement with a Rebel Privateer on her outward-bound
Passage in September last, when the Captain and five more were killed,
and nine wounded. !

1. See Volume 6.

ARTHUR LEE 10 RIicHARD HENRY LEE?

[Extract]

Burgos in Spain. March 6th 1777.

I am told here, from authority on which I can rely, that if you send to
New Orleans & the Havannah you will find persons directed to lend you
Arms & Ammunition, & it is conceivd here that taking possession of
Pensacola woud facilitate that communication much. As South Carolina
is certain of not being invaded this Summer, that might be her work. 1
shall endeavor to get a supply of Specie for the two Colonies of Virginia &
S. Carolina thro the same channel. -

L. Arthur Lee Papers, HU.
7 Mar.

LorbD WEYMOUTH TO LORD GRANTHAM !

Most confidential. ' St James’s 7th March 1777.

I informed Your Excellency in my No 3, that Mr Arthur Lee, an
Agent from the Congress, has lately set out for Madrid. Secret Information
has been given that the Object of his journey is to obtain the consent of
Spain that the Americans may take possession of one of the Islands of
Zafarina % in Latitude 385°, betwixt Melilla and Mejerda, which place they
propose as an Establishment convenient for an Admiralty Jurisdiction.

Your Excellency will endeavour to learn with proper caution whether
such a Plan is in agitation and if you should find any grounds for this
Information, you will immediately in the most express terms apply to the
Ministers of His Catholic Majesty, and require from them a Declaration
whether they deem these Islands as part of their Possessions in Africa.

1. PRO, State Papers, 94/208.
2. Chafarinas Islands. ' ©

Lorp WEYMOUTH TO LORD STORMONT
[Extract]

St James’s 7th March 1777
The letter from Deane & Franklin to Your Excellency deserves no
answer?. ..
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P.S. I send inclosed to Your Excellency a Memorial of Arthur Edie, and
others proprietors of the Ship Port Henderson;3 and recommend their
interest to your attention, if Your Excellency sees proper from further
Knowledge of the business to interfere in it. ¢

w

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 336-37.
2. See American Commissioners in France to Lord Stormont, February 23, 1777, proposing an
exchange of prisoners.

3. In PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 338-39, the. memorial reads:
The Memorial of Arthur Edie & others, proprietors of the Ship Port Henderson late
Capt. Atkins, now in the port of Nantes in France, sheweth. ~

That the above mentioned ship departed from Jamaica in July 1775, loaded with
Sugar Rum &ca bound for the port of London, & having met with bad weather in
coming thro’ the Gulf of Florida, was obliged to put into Charlestown South Carolina
to repair the damage she had sustained; at which place she arrived in September same
year, & the Ship & cargo were seized by the Rebels of that Colony. — And the Memorial-
ists are informed they have loaded her with Rice and Indigo, and called her the Hope,
commanded by a Captain Hatters [John Hatter] & that said ship is now arrived at the
port of Nantes in France. -
The Memorialists have sent a power of Attorney to claim said ship as their property,

& have desired their correspondents at Nantes to apply to the British Ambassador at.
Paris, but lest such application should meet with any obstruction, they beg your
Lordship to give the necessary instructions to his Majesties Ambassador at the Court
of France, for recovering their property from the hands of the Rebels.

4. See Volume 4 for seizure of Port Henderson.

PATIENCE WRIGHT TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN !

[Extract]
Pall-mall March 7th 1777

Ld Dunmore Spent much time to Convince Me of this Week and Wicked
American Rebelion this day — and the Impudence of Captn Weeks to take
the Swallow Sloop War the Kings Packet and to Sell the Kings Ship at Public
Sail in France is a thing he dont Like — he tells the King “America will Very
Soon be tired of Doct Franklings Conduct,” as also that they now wish for
Peace most heartily . . .

1. Franklin Papers, vol. 5, pt. 1, 86, APS.
CONFESSION OF JOHN THE PAINTER !

Copy.

City of Winchester ........... The voluntary Confession of James
Atkyns, commonly called John the
Painter, now a Prisoner in the County
Gaol of Southampton, and under Sen-
tence of Death for burning the Dock
Yard at Portsmouth, taken this 7th
March 1777.

Saith . . . That he was born at Edingburgh 28 Sepr 1752 his Mother now
living as he believes. — Curiosity led him to Virginia in America at the Age
of 21 as an Adventurer to seek his Fortune. — Left America in March 1775.
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In October 1775 by the name of Jas Boswell inlisted a private Soldier
in 32 Regiment at Gravesend, marched to Chatham next day from whence
he soon deserted, was not concerned in the Fire in Temple Street Bristol nor
privy to it. — Broke into Mr Morgan’s Warehouse at Bristol alone, no person
concerned with him in that or any other accident that ensued in that City.
He intended to set fire to two Houses in Portsmouth in order to employ the
Engines, whilst the Fire might spread in thé Rope Yard. — Broke into Mr
Morgan’s Warehouse at Bristol in order to burn it that the Engines might
be there employed whilst the Shipping were burning & the Quay, for which
purpose he left a lighted Candle burning in the said Warehouse, and be-
cause that Fire did not take effect he afterwards set fire to the Warehouses
Quay Lane by getting over the top of the Door. — Mr Dean {Silas Deane]
told him when the work was done (meaning the burning Dock Yards at
Portsmouth & Woolwich & Bristol Harbour but not the Houses) he should
make his escape and come if possible to him at Paris and he should be
rewarded. — As a Reward his own expectations prompted him to hope that
he should be preferred to a Commission in the American Army.

When after setting fire to the Rope Yard he left Portsmouth (to wit)
the next night being Sunday, he reached London & went to Doctor Bencraft
[Edward Bancroft] No 4 Downing Street Westminster, to whom he had a
verbal recommendation from Mr Dean, who gave him at Paris the Doctor’s
name in writing & place of abode, but the Doctor would give him no counte-
nance, and therefore did not relate the particulars of the Mischief he had
done, to him but hinted to him, that he would soon see or hear by the Papers
of an extraordinary accident that had happened, and he afterwards wrote
such an Account in a Letter to him which he left himself at the Doctor’s
House with a person who came to the Door, which for the sake of truth
he relates and without intention of casting any Slur on the character of an
innocent Man. :

That he saw the Doctor the day following in the Salopian Coffee House
& told him that he would do all the prejudice he could to this Kingdom, to
which the Doctor replied, he could not be of opinion with him in that respect
for that he got his Bread in this Kingdom & therefore would not be concerned
with him; And seeing that the Doctor did not approve of his conduct he
hoped he would not inform against him, to which the Doctor said he did not
like to inform against any man.

When at Paris he was assisted by Mr Dean with 12 six Livre pieces, he
asked for no more neither did he receive from him any Bank Bill, Draft or
Note whatever.

After leaving London (to wit) at High Wycombe, he broke into a2 House
& took away a few Linnens, consisting of Caps, Handkerchiefs, but nothing
of value, he then went to Oxford from thence to Abingdon where he at-
tempted to break into two Houses, Silversmiths or Watchmakers but without
effect. — From thence he went to Fairford where he broke into a House & took
from thence a number of Stockings & Handkerchiefs & a metal Watch & near
50 Shillings in Silver & halfpence. — The Watch he pledged for 16 Shillings
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in the name of James Hill at a Pawnbroker’s in Castle Street Bristol. — After
this without attempting any thing but having prepared some of his Ingredi-
ents he went from Bristol to Plymouth with intent to set fire to the Dock Yard
there. — T'wice he reached the top of the Wall, but the Watchmen being near
he could hear them talk together, especially the last night, therefore he
desisted, he never committed or attempted to commit any Robbery but when
he was like to be drove short of Money. '

. After leaving Plymouth he returned once more to Bristol with a deter-
mined resolution then to set fire to the Shipping in the Harbour & in his
way to Bristol at Taunton he attempted to break into the House of a Silver-
smith or Watchmaker without effect.

He attempted the Shipping a second time but on account of the vigilance
& strictness of the Watch there kept on the Quay & in the Ships his attempt
proved abortive. — He likewise attempted on the Saturday morning but in
vain to get into a Stable or Coach House on the Quay in order to set fire to
it, but seeing a Man lying in a Cart near the place he desisted.

On the Sunday morning following he set fire to the Warehouses. in
Bristol in Quay Lane which he effected in the following manner (towit) He
bought some coarse Flax on the Quay and some Turpentine at another place,
but where he cannot remember, & with those & Charcoal-Matches and Gun-
powder & striking a spark of Light on deer to which he set a paper match
he effected his purpose.

The Match was made of touch paper & as that consumed to the end
the Powder being laid & wrapt up likewise in touch paper it of course took
fire & so he presumes it instantly mounted into a Blaze. — Then he left the
Town but seeing no fire behind he returned back part of the way til at last
hearing the City was on fire he then went on to Sodbury, & so crossing the
Country to Marshfield & to Chipenham and Calne, but the first night after
the Fire he slept at Sodbury, the second night he broke open the door of an
Outhouse near it where he slept & left behind him in the morning a dark
Lanthorn - On the Wednesday night he went to Calne & being near short
of Money broke open Mr Lowe’s house, which Robbery as it is known he has
no occasion to enlarge upon it. — He left a Parcel with a Pistol & other things
in the Parcel in the Church Porch of Calne.

At Bristol he first broke into Mr Morgan’s Warehouse & then prepared
the Combustibles for setting fire to the Shipping.

He never was in the 45th Regiment neither did he go to America in
any Regiment.

He never said that One Brooks or.any other Prlsone} in Newgate would
be hanged as was sworn against him upon his Trial, néither does he know
any Man by the name of Brooks.

His Father was a Blacksmith at Edinburgh & he was apprenticed to a
Painter, then served his time out & then had his Indenture delivered up which
he usually carried about in his Pocket & afterwards burnt them, which gave
rise to the Story of his destroying Papers to the value of Three hundred
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Pounds. — Those were the things of value which he meant to express by what
he had burnt.

As to any Merchant in London or any other Person, except Doctor
Bencroft, he had no Recommendation to, or conversation with, respecting the
" many unhappy Accidents before related.

That he stopt a Postchaise between Portsmouth & Petersfield with a
Gentleman & Lady in it some considerable time before the Fire, & robbed
them of Nine Shillings & sixpence, of which he returned two Shillings.

The latter end of Decemr 1775 he inlisted at Chard in Somerset into
the 13th Regiment with a Recruiting Serjeant, & a few days after deserted.

At Titchfield as has been publickly mentioned he followed the Trade
of a Painter, also at Birmingham with Mr Robinson, at Warrington & many
other places.

That he had committed and attempted to commit several other Rob-
beries & Burglaries, but of no material account to mention.

Declares that all the Acts herein mentioned of a public as well as of a
private nature were of his own motion & that he was not advised or instigated
thereto by any person whatever except what is before related, and that he had
no Accomplice.

One other circumstance strikes his present recollection which he is
desirous to mention & which happened in the City of Norwich at the house
of Mr Mark where he stole 2 Silver Table Spoons & a pair of Silver Buckles in
the Spring of 1776.

: James Aitken

Signed by James Aitken and protested by him to contain the Truth
only in the presence of us this 7th day of March 1777.

Geo Durnford ) Two of His Majy Justices of the Peace,
N. L. Smith in & for the City of Winchester
T Lawrence - of the Bear Inn, Devizes.

1. Fortescue, ed., Correspondence of George 111, 111, 423-27.

“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM GOSPORT, MARCH 7. !

The Isis man of war, Capt. [William] Cornwallis, has received orders
to sail as convoy to the transports lately arrived at Spithead with troops on
board, bound for New York, and they will proceed to sea in a few days.

The Warwick and Venus, in the harbour, have received orders to be
ready for commission.

1. London Chronicle, March 8 to March 11, 1777.

“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM ALDERNEY, MARCH 7. !

A Vessel arrived from Cherburgh has brought from thence three
Sailors belonging to the Royal George, Young, from London and Falmouth
to Venice. She sailed from Falmouth the 7th of January, and was taken the
24th of the same Month by a Privateer of 14 Guns and 98 Men, after an
Engagement or rather a running Fight, for an Hour, in which Captain Young
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and two of his Men were wounded, who are on board the Privateer. The
Ship is sent for America. The above Sailors were put on board a French-
man, which landed them at Cherburgh.?

1. \Public Advertiser, London, March 12, 1777.

2. Royal George, Peter Young, master, was taken January 25, 1777, by the Massachusetts privateer

sloop Satisfaction, Captain John Stevens, and libeled against at Boston, March 27, 1777,
- Mass. Arch., vol, 159, 74. ~

BEAUMARCHAIS TO VERGENNES !
[Extract]

Paris the 7 March 1777

.. . I have missed the 5 vessels laden at L’Orient. They were sold
when my agent arrived there. I confess to you the sin I was going to commit,
because I am vexed that others have committed it in my place. The 5
vessels and their cargoes were sold for 90 thousand livres, and were worth.
600 thousand.? '

The last vessel which I am loading, and which is ready to sail, is called
le Comte de Vergennes. Although this name is very pleasing to me, and
Seems made to bring luck to my cargo which is superb; yet, as it is not my
doing that the vessel is thus named, if you fear in the least the connection
which the English may make between the name of the vessel, and its em-
ployment, Say one word, and I will have it changed; although it will be
somewhat hard for me to cancel it. When she has set sail, I shall have at
sea, 'Amphitrite, ' Amelie, le Mercure, le Marquis de Chalotais, la Seine,
la Concorde, two Bermudian vessels awaiting the rest, and le Comte de
Vergennes, which is thus named only subject to your orders.

1. AMAE, Correspondance Politique, Angleterre, vol. 522, 14-16, L.C Photocopy.
2. Wickes’ prizes. .

8 Mar.

PuiLip STEPHENS TO CAPTAIN SIR JoHN HamiLton, HM.S. Hector?!

Most secret
Sir Admiralty Office 8th March 1777
My Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having received well
grounded Information that an English built Cutter Sloop of about 90
Tons bound to North America, being the property of some of the Inhabit-
ants of the Rebellious Colonies there, is now at Havre de Grace, from
whence it is expected she will sail about the 10th Instant, or as soon after-
wards as wind & weather will permit; that she hath on board a quantity of
powder & some small brass Guns, either mounted or in her hold; that she
will be cleared out for some Foreign French Port with French Cocquets &
Bills of Lading, hoist French Colours, & that her Master & Crew will be
Frenchmen, And it being of the utmost consequence that the said Vessel
should be intercepted & seized and the Dispatches & Papers she may have
on board secured; I am commanded by their Lordships to signify their
direction to you to proceed & cruize in the Ship you command, without a
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moments Loss of time, between Cape Barfleur & Cape La Hague, and use
your utmost vigilance, attention and diligence to intercept the said Ve~~!
which you will easily know by her being Folkstone built; And, upon your
so doing, most strictly to examine her & to endeavour to discover whether
she answers the abovementioned description or not; letting one of your
people (in order to favor the suspicion) declare that he hath seen her lately
in England: And, if she doth answer that description; or, notwithstanding
any alteration she may have undergone since-she hath been in France, you
have good reason to believe her to be the Vessel in question, it is their Lord-
ships orders that you do seize her; letting her Master know that it is done
upon good grounds of suspicion that she belongs to the Americans, but,
should it prove otherwise, she will, no doubt, be immediately released.

If she should be the Vessel alluded to, you will most probably find
one or more Englishmen on board her and amongst them, her real Master
or Owner, whose name is Hynson, who is a lusty black looking man, and
will, as it is expected, endeavour to pass for a Passenger; it is therefore, their
Lordships further direction that you very carefully and strictly examine
the several persons who may be on board her in order to your ascertaining
that Point; And, upon your discovering the said Hynson, or any other
Englishman, to search very closely & narrowly their Persons, Cabbins, Chests
&c (but more particularly Hynson’s) for dispatches and Papers, and to secure
all such as you shall find in their custody or any where else on board the sd
vessel; And, having so done, to remove the said Persons into the Ship you
command and to confine them; without however treating them with any
unnecessary strictness or severity. ’

When this shall be effected it is their Lordships further direction that
you make the best of your way with the said Vessel, persons, dispatches &
other Papers to Spithead, where you are to remain until you receive further
order; sending to me (with the utmost dispatch and by one of your own
Officers), for their Lordships information, an account of your arrival &
proceedings, together with all the dispatches & papers you may have found
on board the said Vessel; and taking care that they are not soiled or damaged,
that such of them as are sealed do remain in that state, and that the whole
be inclosed under one or more Covers sealed with your own seal.

1 have it further in Command from their Lordships to signify their
direction to you to continue upon the above station or service for fourteen
days after your departure from St Helens (in case you do not sooner fall in
with & intercept the abovementd Vessel) and then return to that place, and
remain there until you receive further order, sending me, by express, for
their Lordships information, an Account of your Arrival and proceedings..
I am Sir [&c.]

Ph? Stephens.
PS. In case you meet with & seize the above Vessel it is their Lordships
orders that you give strict directions to the Officers & Persons whom you
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may appoint to take charge of & carry her into Port, to be particularly carefull
that nothing belonging to her be embez[z]led, destroyed or damaged.
[Endorsed] Like Lres, to cruize on the stations against each exprest, to,

Capt [John] Faulkner  Royal Oak Oft Cape La Hague
[John] Harvey Speedwell Sloop  Off Cape Barfleur
[Vernon] Yates Ranger do Between Cape La Hague &
the Caskets.
[Samuel] Hood Courageux To the Northward of Ushant,

keeping within sight of Land.
1. PRO, Admiralty 2/1334, LC Photocopy.

Ve
Public Advertiser, SATURDAY, MARCH 8, 1777

[London, March 8].

A Summary of the Trial of John the Painter, James Hill, otherwise
Hinde, otherwise Axsan, commonly called John the Painter, was brought
from Winchester Gaol to the Castle early on Thursday Morning, and
arralgned before the Judges Ashurst and Hotham, on an indictment, charg-
ing him with having on the 7th of December last, wilfully and maliciously
set fire to a certain building called the Rope House, in his Majesty’s Dock-
yard at Portsmouth, to which indictment the prisoner pleaded Not Guilty.

Serjeant Davy opened for the prosecution, and in a very full manner
stated the nature of the evidence about to be adduced, in support of the
charge. .

The first witness called was a deputy Clerk of the Rope House, who .
proved that a fire did happen in the Yard as alledged, and produced the
tin cannister which had been found full of combustibles in the Rope House.

The second witness proved, that the prisoner was at Canterbury a few
weeks before Christmas, and that the cannister produced was then made by
him for the prisoner.

The next witness proved his lodging at her house the night preceding
the fire, and preparing the combustibles

The Commissioner of Portsmouth-yard produced a bundle which
had been found in the lodgings of the pnsoner, after he quitted Portsmouth,
and which contained three books, a pair of buckles, &c.

The Commissioner’s Clerk swore that he found the bundle at the
lodgings aforesaid.

The woman at whose house the bundle was found, swore to its identity,
and that of the prisoner who left it with her.

A blacksmith’s lad deposed, that he lodged in the same house with the
prisoner, and conversed with him at his lodgings the day before the fire.

A painter, named Baldwin, was next sworn; and in the course of his
evidence, which was extremely long, it came out, that by the direction of
Lord Temple he had repeatedly visited the prisoner, while in the New
Prison, from the time of his first examination before Sir John Fielding in
Bow-street; till the 15th of February, on which last day he unbosomed himself
fully, and owned that he had set the rope-house on fire on the 7th of Decem-
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ber, and told him every circumstance relative to the matter, beginning with
his first proposing the measure to Mr. Silas Deane at Paris, and tracing
transaction by transaction till the moment of his being apprehended. From
this confession it was, that the witness learnt where the tin cannister was
made, where the bundle was left, what it contained, and manner in which
the prisoner prepared the combustibles, what infinite labour and pains he
underwent to lay his plan so as to ensure the effectual demolition not only of
the Rope-House, but of two houses in Portsmouth and the Common, at each
of which he had taken lodgings, and which he meant to have set on fire at
the same time that he fired the Rope House, in order to attract the engines,
and prevent them from saving the Store-houses, &c. from consumption;
his conduct after the plan was ripe for execution, the mode of his escape
from Portsmouth, in the cart of a market woman, his having burnt a letter
to a merchant in town with bills to the amount of 300 1. (which he had
received from Silas Deane) in order to prevent a discovery in case of his
being apprehended; his interview with the merchant on his arrival in
town, his vexation and disappointment at the merchant’s refusing to credit
what he said, his informing him that he had fired the Dock-yard at Ports- -
mouth, his accompanying him to a Coffee-House, and upon observing a
person there regard him with an unwelcome scrutiny, his departure to
Hammersmith, from whence he wrote the merchant word that he was going
to Bristol, and that he should soon hear of his handy works, with several other
particulars, all tending to prove that he alone perpetrated the. fact alledged
in the indictment.

In order to shew that Baldwin’s testimony was not invention, a great
variety of witnesses were sworn, who corroborated the whole of his testimony,
each confirming a part of his information.

Several of these witnesses came from Canterbury, and swore positively
that the prisoner was there a short time before the fire, that he had two
more cannisters made for him ' (which he left behind, because they were not
finished in time, and which were yesterday produced in Court) that he
purchased some salt-petre there at an apothecary, &c. &c.

The woman who drove the cart in which he rode part of the way from
Portsmouth; the woman that sold him the matches there; two of the dock
men who saw him in, and near the rope-house a short time before the fire
broke out; a painter at Bristol who lent him his colour-stone to grind his
charcoal on; and the constable who apprehended him, were also sworn, and
spoke most clearly to the several points they were called to maintain.

The books which were found in his bundle were, An English Justin,
Ovid’s Metamorphoses, and The Art of War and making Fireworks, as
practised by the Army of the King of France.

A French passport was also taken out of his bundle, and read;
appeared to be nothing more than a passport in the ordinary form, permitting
James Axsan, at any time within one month from the 13th of November
1776, to leave the Kingdom of France.
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As soon as the examination of the various witnesses was over, the Judge
(Baron Hotham) called upon the prisoner to make his defence.

He confined himself chiefly to remarking that the passport had been
lately obtained and made evidence against him, and appealed to the Judge,
whether from the news-papers, and the various reports and conversation
concerning him, it was not possible for such a man as Baldwin to feign the
story he had told, and collect a parcel of witnesses to support it in the manner
they had done that day; and if Baldwin had told the truth, he asked whether
in that case he ought to be credited, as it was clear he had been guilty of a
breach of confidence; and if he had the art to deceive him by lies, was it
not also likely that he would play false with others, and impose on a Jury?

Baron Hotham was more than an hour in summing up the evidence,
which he recited with great precision, and made his observations as they
occurred, both for and against the prisoner: he told the Jury, they were to
consider only the fact, and how far the evidence went to prove it; but that
they ought to divest themselves entirely of prejudice, and not in the least to
advert to the horrible consequences which might have issued from the con-
flagration.

The Jury talked to each other for a second, and then pronounced the
prisoner Guilty.

Baron Hotham immediately, in the most solemn manner, passed judg-
ment upon him, sentencmg him to be hanged by the neck till he should be
dead, and warning him in a strain, equally humane and awful, to prepare
himself for eternity, into which he would be launched in a few days, his
crime being of that enormous nature, that he must not expect mercy. -

The trial lasted near seven hours, and during the whole time the
prisoner seemed little, if at all, affected with his situation: he had no Counsel,
but frequently questioned the witnesses, and in such a manner, as spoke
great shrewdness. He seemed particularly angry with Baldwin, and when
that witness came to mention Silas Deane, he bid him beware and not per-
jure himself, for that there was a righteous God above, who dealt out
righteous judgments, in whose presence he, the witness, and the whole
Court then stood.

While one of the Counsel was examining an evidence, he stopped him
short, and asked “if he was Counsel for his Britannick Majesty?” — He also
once controverted Serjeant Davy, and appealed to the Court whether a ques-
tion put by Mr. Mansfield ought to be put? — Upon the whole, his behaviour
was not insolent, though confident, and apparently careless of danger; he
shewed some signs of a clear head, but more of a fixed enthusiasm begot
by ignorance and false zeal; and before sentence was passed, declared, “He
was totally indifferent with regard to his fate, and was willing to live or
die, as the Laws and Justice required.”

In the course of the above Trial, it came out, that a German who is
now abroad, and an American, who is a Painter, and came over in the same
Ship with Dr. Franklin, were both made privy to the above diabolical
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Transaction. Proper Officers are now set off, in order to bring the German
to England.

It is reported that Mr. Silas Deane left France immediately on the News
coming there of John the Painter being committed for Trial at Winchester
Assizes. This causes various Opinions; some say, that as the Fire at Brest
happened near the same Time as the Fire at Portsmouth, that Mr. Deane
was in Terror of the Dungeon in the Bastile if he had staid, and therefore
rather chose to decamp; whilst others assert, that notwithstanding all the
Friendship which hath been shewn to the Americans and their Cause, Mr.
Deane had very powerful Reasons not to trust them on the present Occasion.
Firing of Dock-yards, &c. is a Crime so uncommonly atrocious, and so
much of a public Calamity, and which every Power in Europe may be the
Object of, if once the Success of it be tried, that it is no Wonder if the
French, or any respectable Court in Europe, treated the Perpetrators of
such a Crime as Offenders against the Law of Honour and the Laws of
Nations, which are always regarded in the Negociations of European States.

The above Convict is a Native of Boston, in New England.

JoNATHAN WILLIAMS, JR. TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN !

[Extract]
. Dear & hond Sir Nantes March 8. 1777.

We are informed here that a Canadian with a commission from the
Congress has fitted out a privateer at Dunkirk, & after cruising some time
in the Channel has taken a very large prize & carried her into Ostend;? this
News seems to occasion great eagerness in some people here to fitt out
privateers in the same way, if proper commissions can be obtain’d, and the
french Government will connive at having french Sailors on board. If you
have cruising Commissions or can give them, I apprehend I could soon
have several of them at Sea, and if you think the presence of an american
necessary in any Enterprize of that nature which you may think proper to
undertake, you know you may command me; — I am at least half of a Sailor,
& would endeavour to do my duty. What I mean by this to say is that I
am at your Disposal, so that no good plan may fail of Execution for want of
any Assistance in my power to give. —

The Ship Pennet is just arrived from Boston and brings papers down
to the 23 Jan. some of which Mr Rumsey sends by this Conveyance — You
will see that the Capture of Gen. Lee is but too true & that our Successes
in Jersey amount to 919 Prisoners at Trentown, 500 at princetown 35 at’
morris town, 30 Tories at Peeks Kill & 500 at Hackinsack. I understand
that this Ship is dispatched by Mr Penets partner ® & that she is to be followed
by 2 or 3 more to his address, so we may soon expect more news —

1. Franklin Papers, vol. 37, 67, APS.

2. Williams again wrote to Franklin on March 11 noting: “I am afraid that the news I gave you
from Ostend wants Confirmation,” Franklin Papers, vol. 37, 68, APS.

3. Emanuel Michael Pliarne.
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SKINNER & FENWICK TO EDIE & LArRD }

Gentlemen Bordeaux 8th March 1777
In a Letter sometime ago to our R Fenwick, we desired him to com-
municate to you that the Hope arrived at Nantes, was the once Port Hender-
“son * that you enquired after. We immediately wrote our Correspondent
there (a French house) requesting their Offices in getting the Vessel Stopt
till such time as they advised you, Or that those the Vessel were consigned
to, engaged to See your demand if Lawfull made good — they have answered
us, that they do not chuse to meddle in that Affair, & that as it might bring
the Court of France to declare whither she was Legally Stopt at Carolina
or not, or a refusal to meddle in it, which in every thing betwixt English &
American property they have hitherto declined, they did not think proper
to have their Name in such an Affair, & even would not advise any one
residing in France to Act on it, but Advised that the Gentlemen who have
that Demand for their insurance should send over a Person on purpose to
transact that business at Nantes, after wch his after residing in England will
screen him from all Consequences let things turn out as they Will We
must confess that seeing the Countenance shown tothe A_______ns, it is hard
to say what turn this Court may take, & cannot blame any one residing
in this Country for every precaution or prudence, Altho if that Vessel had
come to this Port we should certainly have followed your directions in
endeavouring to get justice done you & the others concerned, & are yet ready
to serve you in any Manner you may point out. in the present Case we would
advise your sending over a person (recommended to a house there at Nantes)
who would act in his own Name for the concerned, & this for the reasons
abovementioned — We remain very Sincerely Gentn [&c.]
Skinner & Fenwick

1. PRO, State Papers, 78/301, 398-99. This letter. was forwarded: by Weymouth to Stormont
in his letter (No. 20), March 21, 1777.
2. See Weymouth to Dartmouth, March 7, 1777.

10 Mar.

PHILIP STEPHENS TO VICE ADMIRAL JoHN MONTAGU !

Sir [Admiralty Office] 10th March 1777

My Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having received a Letter
from Messrs Isa and Ben Lesters Merchants at Poole, transmitting an Affi-
davit made by the Master of their Ship Margaret taken by an American
Privateer and praying for the reasons set forth in the Letter and Affidavit,
that protection may be granted to their Trade, particularly in the Harbour at
Trinity, at Newfoundland I am commanded by their Lordships to send you
herewith Copies of the said Letter and Affidavit for your information and
taking such measures as you thmk _necessary for securing the Trade and prop-
erty of the Merchants at the Port thereinmentioned. I am &c

P:S:

Vice Admiral Montagu, in Town
1. PRO, Admiralty 2/554, 169-70.
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“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM PORTSMOUTH, MARcH 10.”?

This morning John the Painter was brought here from Winchester,
attended by the Under Sheriff, and hanged near the dock gates, upon a
gibbet sixty-five feet high, amidst an amazing concourse of people, who had
assembled to see the execution. He was conducted from the jail in this
town in a cart, through the quay gate to the common, after which he pro-
ceeded through the ropehouse where the fire happened, that he might him-
self be a witness to the devastation it had occasioned. He seemed very peni-
tent, but had no clergyman with him, which gave reason to many to think
him a Roman Catholick. He made a long harangue to the people, the
particulars of which I have not been able to collect. His body, after hanging
the usual time, was taken down, and affixed into another gibbet on the beach,
at the entrance of the harbour, near Blockhouse fort.

1. Pen11$ylvania Evening Post, June 8, 1777.

“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM FRANCE, DATED MARcH 10, 1777.7 1

As the curiosity of the public is no doubt a good deal excited, to know
all that has passed, in regard to the five prizes lately brought in by the
Reprisal, 1 have endeavoured to procure the most exact information, and
the following is an authentic account:

Prizes taken by the Reprisal.

Polly and Nancy, Kentuluar, from Pool, for Cadiz, with about 2000
quintals of dry fish — 150 tons.

Hibernia, Jefterson, from Dublin to Lisbon, with wheat and flour -
150 tons.

Generous Friends, Duncan, from Orkney to Cadiz with barley — 70 tons.

Swallow Packet, with private adventures of the officers, worth 5 or 600
1. (all restored to them) — 150 tons.

Betty, Campbell, from Bourdeaux to Londonderry, with 70 tons of wine
and brandy - 150 tons.

Each Captain’s private adventure, and all the bedding, cabin furniture,
&c. he chose to claim, was restored to him, as were all the seamen’s cloaths,
except what had been pillaged and stole by the rabble that composed the
crew of the Reprisal, unknown to Captain Wickes. This must not be attri-
buted to Wickes's own generosity, the Captain of the privateer, as I under-
stand his orders from his employers were to that effect.

On the 13th of February, the Reprisal anchored oft Port Louis — the
14th, a French pilot was sent ashore for anchors, who returned to warp her in,
and it was he that proclaimed the news to all he met. — This evening four
© of the prizes came in sight, and anchored also; the fifth, the Polly and Nancy
arrived some days before.

Feb. 15th, in the morning, the wind bemg still contrary, some of the
principal prisoners were permitted to go on shore in a small boat, on parole,
not to give any intelligence, nor write any thing against Wickes. Same
afternoon the wind became fair, and all the Muskito fleet anchored in the
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road off L’Orient. Those gentlemen that got first on shore, found that
Wickes’s bad policy, in sending the pilot on shore yesterday, had rendered
his precaution, in enjoining secrecy, fruitless.

Feb. 16. Wickes came on shore, and paid the gentlemen a visit; when
he released them from their parole, as to writing, &c. in consequence of
which Captain [Charles] Newman of the packet, wrote to the Post-office, and
some others to their friends. — One of the number who acted as spokesman
for all the rest, then got Wickes’s leave for the Captains to enter their protests
the next day; Wickes still insisted that nothing should be done in regard
to -the prisoners, till he had his answers from Paris, as he flattered himself
that a certain old gentlewoman there, might have address enough to prevail
on a gentleman in a green ribband, to give his promise that an equal number
of gaol-birds in England should be given up. )

Feb. 17. The Captains attempted to go to Port Louis, to enter protests
at the Admiralty, but the wind was so strong they could not get the boat to
go. — Wickes was on shore all day, dined and supped with these gentlemen;
in the course of conversation, one of them took occasion to advertise him,
that it was the duty of Captain Newman, as a King's Officer, and of all the
others, for the sake of their underwriters, to make a formal demand of their
ships, and also of the prisoners, of the commanding Officer of the port; that
they did not think it would be complied with, but they might be blamed
for neglecting it. — Wickes did not then prohibit them, (though he after-
wards preteridded he had) but only said slightly that it would be to no purpose
their doing it, as it was the business of the Ambassador at Paris.

Feb. 18. Expected Wickes’s long-boats to carry them to Port Louis,
as he had promised it the day before, but after a little time, saw so many
unnecessary delays, and so many attempts to prevail on them to desist for
a day or two, by inviting them to dinner on board, &c. that one of the
number hired a French boat, collected his posse, and landed them all in Port
Louis. — When they called on the sworn interpreter, he appointed to attend
them to the Admiralty at two o’clock, but when they waited on him for that
purpose, he (having no doubt his cue) attempted to put them off, by saying
the Greflier at the Admiralty had refused to see their protests till to-morrow:
being threatened with a complaint to his superiors, he thought proper to
attend them. On coming before the Grefher, the interpreter made another
attempt to give him a hint also, and insisted that he alone had a right to
speak to the gentlemen; after some high words, finding he had no novices to
deal with, the minutes were all regularly made, and the Grefhier promised
to use all possible dispatch, in extending the protest, after Wickes should
have entered his report, but this (he pretended) must be done first, as he
had promised said Wickes, last Sunday, when he came before him to do it,
that he should have the preference, but could not at that time receive his
minute, as his case was singular, and he chose first to have instructions from
the head court of Admiralty at Vannes; said instructions were then arrived,
and he expected Wickes to make his report next morning, (the 19th) after
which all the protests should be drawn out; the legality of this partiality
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was some time disputed, but he still persisted that he had a right to do so;
some necessary hints however were given to his friend the broker, of a
complaint intended to be made, which had their proper effects; before they
parted with the broker this evening, he had altered his tone very much, and
was all complaisance and humility. His son had arrived post from Vannes,
and brought intelligence, that a positive order was issued from the Admiralty
there, and then on the road, for Wickes and his prizes to quit the port in 24
hours; this news alarmed the Captains a good deal; not only as it seemed to
preclude every chance they had for recovering their vessels, but also on ac-
count of the private prisoners, still on board of the Reprisal, upwards of 70
in number, all professedly loyal British subjects, who thus ran a risk of being
carried to America against their will; and might there have been at last
prevailed on to take arms against their country; the case was critical, but it
was necessary to come to a speedy determination; after a serious consulta-
tion, they unanimously resolved on what was put in execution the morning
following.

Feb. 19. Capt. Newman dressed himself in his uniform, and being
attended by the four other Captains, and one or two friends, waited on the
King’s Commissary, at L’Orient, when Capt. N —, as an officer of his Britan-
nic Majesty, made a formal demand of his own crew, and the crews of the
other four vessels still detained prisoners on board of Wickes. — The Com-
missary desired some time to consider of it. This afternoon notice was
received from the Admiralty at Port Louis, that the protests were all ready,
in consequence of which, all the Captains went down to sign them, and each
retired in the evening with an extract.

Feb. 20. A message from the Commissary, that if yesterday’s demand
was repeated in writing he would comply with it. — Letters were accordingly
sent him in due form, and in the afternoon when Capt. Newman, and one
of his friends waited on him, he shewed them the process verbal, ready drawn
out for the prisoners delivery to-morrow.

Feb. 21. Early in the morning a letter was sent to Capt. Newman,
signed by Wickes, (but supposed to be written by a Mr. [Thomas] Morris,
lately arrived from Nantes) insisting, that his yesterday’s demand was a
breach of his parole, (though in fact it was not, see 17th cur.) and begging
him to desist from the receipt of the prisoners, till next Wednesday, when
he expected an answer from somebody he called the Hon. B. Franklin,
Esq; at Paris. Captain Newman wrote an answer, vindicating himself from
any breach of parole, but promising to comply with the said request on
Wickes’s giving his word before the Commissary, that the men should not
be carried off in the interim, About ten o'clock all parties went before
the Commissary to declare this agreement; but it appeared, that Wickes
had then altered his mind, and the delivery of the prisoners was fixed for
next morning (Sat. 22d) when it was put in execution. — Of about 77 in
number of prisoners, only five consented to enter with the rebels, so that
this manoeuvre saved 72 subjects to the crown of Great-Britain.
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It is said here, (at Paris) that our Ambassador, on application at Court,
was informed that Wickes had been ordered out of port, with his prizes,
which (by the bye) he reported as his vessels forced in by stress of weather;
and it is also said, and believed here, that Wickes had found means to elude
the orders, and was not sailed from L’Orient the 28th ult.

It was also believed, that he had found means to make a private sale
of all the vessels, and that two of them had actually sailed from L’Orient,
but their destination was not known. In case the under-writers should
make any objections, on account of the protests not being made out within
the limited time¢, the accounts I have given will shew that no time was lost
for that purpose. The protests were to be sworn to, at the head Admiralty
Office at Vannés; and the claim to the vessel was to be made then by the
Captains, after presenting their protests. They all set out for that place the
28th ult. and I have since learned, that they arrived the 2d or 3d inst. and
part of them are sailed for Jersey, or Guernsey, in their way to England.
Captain N— goes to London, and will inform you of any further particulars.

The protests made by the Captains of the ships, taken and carried into
L’Orient by the Reprisal, mention that vessel, as a ship carrying an unknown
flag, with thirteen stripes in it, and the Union at one corner; that when they
came on board, they were informed the said vessel was called the Reprisal,
commanded by Lambert Wicks, who said he had a commission as Captain of
a man of war, from some persons who appear to be a society of people at
Philadelphia, calling themselves the Congress; the protests being in French,
the words are une certaine societé a Philadelphie, soi disant le Congrés.

The packet sailéd from Falmouth the 3d of February; she was taken on
the 5th, after an engidgement of forty minutes; she would by no means have
struck so soon, had she not unfortunately taken fire, and been for some time
in imminent danger of blowing up. The captain and men behaved in the
bravest manner; but her force was very unequal, for she carried only eight
four-pounders, four two-pounders, and some swivels; the privateer carried
sixteen six-pounders, and ten or twelve swivels, with about three times as
many men as the packet. Thé Reprisal had one man killed and two wounded,
whereof one was the first Lieutenant, who lost an arm; the packet had none
killed nor wounded, excepting two sailors scorched with gun-powder, their
cartridges having blown up by accident. They were nine days at sea, before
they could make L’Orient, after taking the packet. The passengers and Cap-
tain of the packet lived in the same manner as Wickes did, and dined at his
table; the other Captains and inferior officers were also properly treated while
‘on board the privateer.

It appears by another letter, that the prizes have been sold at 120,000 1
French money, the packet excepted, and they are sailed from L’Orient. The
privateer is careening there, but is ordered to depart as soon as possible.

1. Almon, ed., Remembrancer, IV, 308-11,
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11 Mar.

LIEUTENANT GENERAL JOHN BURGOYNE TO
CAPTAIN PHILEMON PowNoLL, R.N. *

My dear Sir Hartford Street March 11 1777

Since my second letter to you (which was directed to Plymouth) I have
the honour of yours, for the contents of which I beg you to accept my most
sincere acknowledgements. :

It is now decided that the Apollo waits for no Convoy, the King being
very desirous I should arrive in Canada as early as possible. He presses Lord
Sandwich every day to expedite her fitting out, & between friends I conceive
it possible his Lordship may be enough of the Courtier to report that event
before it takes place in fact—I therefore request of your friendship to let me
know precisely the time that you are sure you can sail weather permitting, as
I should be sorry to delay you a single day on one side, or on the other to
quit London, where I have much private busyness, an hour before it may be
necessary.

I find there are more people desirous of solliciting a passage on board
you than would man your whole ship. I beg you to beleive me incapable
of authorising any person to use my naine in such solicitation—I feel myself
infinitely obliged by your kind invitation & should be unpardonable to ex-
tend the claim your goodness gives me beyond my own aids de Camp, except
it be for a gentleman whom Lord George may possibly send with me for great
purpose of publick service, & in that case it will be matter of favour to
Government & as such only I shall ask it. I thought it right to premise
this, as I understand the Competitors for the Apollo are so numerous.

I shall trouble you with as little baggage as possible, but as it is possible
I may be in motion immediately after my arrival in Canada, & before my
gross baggage arrives, I hope it will not be an inconvenience if I bring three
or perhaps four servants.

Your zeal for the service, your amiable disposition, & above all your
partiality towards me can alone countenance me in taking all these liberties.

Let me hear from you by return of post & beleive me with inviolable
attachment Dear Sir [&c.] ’

' J: Burgoyne

1. Sir Henry Clinton Papers, CL..

Public Advertiser, TUEsDAY, MarcH 11, 1777

[London, March 11]

Substance of the “Act for enabling the Lords of the Admlralty to grant
Commissions to private Ships, &c. employed in Trade, or retained in his
Majesty’s Service, to make Prize of such Ships, &c. as are therein mentioned,
for a limited Time.”

“This Act, after in Part writing that of 16 Geo. III, Ch. 5. enacts, that
the Lord High Admiral of Great-Britain, or the Commissioners for executing
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that Office, or any three of them, or any Person by him or them appointed,
may, from Feb. 20, 1777, at the Request of the Owner of any Ship, &c.’
employed in Trade, or retained in his Majesty’s Service, giving such Security
.as after-mentioned, issue forth Commissions to the Commanders of such
Ships, &c. for taking Ships, &c. belonging to the rebellious Colonies; and
also all British and Irish Ships, trading to or from the said Colonies, contrary
to the said Act, 16 of Geo. III, Ch. 5. and that such Ships (being first
legally condemned) shall belong wholly and intirely to the Owners and
Crews of such commissioned Ships, without any Deduction whatever (Cus-
toms and Duties only excepted) to be divided in such Manner as the said
Owners and