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PHOTO BY KEN MOORE
Wayne Poole displays some of his collection of
broomstraw brooms.

I: LO RA BY KEN MOORE

A clean sweep for
the new year

ocal storyteller Wayne

Poole is passionate

about brooms. | mean,

he is really into show-
ing and talking about
old-timey brooms. | can listen

for hours to the stories Wayne

spins about wild nature and
our local culture. A couple of
weeks ago, | joined him on a

local jaunt to find some materi-

als to make broom:s.

Now, Wayne is as opposite in

disposition to me as one could
imagine. | am fast-paced, eas-
ily distracted and boisterous,
bordering on the obnoxious.
Wayne is quietly centered,
easy-going and deliberate in his
movements. We have worked
very successfully together at
Schoolhouse of Wonder, so |
know that opposites can move
1o a single drummer from time
to time.

So | had already determined
that | was going to experience
broom-making at Wayne's
speed. It was a truly memo-
rable experience of slowing
down to “smell the roses,”
except the fragrances in this

case were the subtle aromas of

tawny-colored broomstraw.
Wayne began my introduc-
tion to sedge brooms by bring-
ing out his collection of various-
sized brooms, some a decade
or two old. He explained that
over the years of gathering
broomstraw, or sedge, as some
folks prefer, he noticed that
“there’s more than one kind
of broom out in those fields.” |
acknowledged that, yes indeed,
there are several different spe-
cies, and he had a keen eye to
detect their differences.
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Keep your pipes working in the cold

BY BETH MECHUM
Staff Writer

As the Carrboro-Chapel Hill
area buckles in for one of the cold-
est stretches in recent memory, ho-
meowners and renters have worries
beyond their own frozen extremi-
ties. Frozen pipes would sure make
those necessary hot showers harder
to take and those mugs of hot
chocolate harder to make.

Orange Water and Sewer Au-
thority (OWASA) offers sugges-
tions on how to make winter wa-
ter issues easier to handle.

The first objective is to keep
pipes from freezing in the first place.

Keeping water moving through
cold-water faucets by letting them
drip slowly could keep the pipes
from bursting. Insulating pipes in
unheated areas, such as in an at-
tic or crawl space, also is prudent.
Another way to keep those pipes in
unheated areas safe is by wrapping
them in electrical heating tape.

Terry Sparrow of Sparrow &
Sons Plumbing in Carrboro said
he’s had a flood of calls due to the
cold weather. He estimated most
problems occur during a long, se-
vere cold event of below 25 degrees
for at least four hours.

SEE PIPES PAGE 5

Smoking ban clears the air at some
establishments while hurting others

BY BETH MECHUM
Staff Writer

The North Carolina smoking
ban, which outlaws lighting up in
most bars and restaurants, went
into effect Jan. 2.

Given North Carolina’s ties to
tobacco, passage of the law took
many by surprise, and could
have a significant impact on
many businesses. But in Carr-
boro and surrounding towns, it
wasn’t a huge step.

Even before the law went into
effect, you were more likely to find
an establishment in Carrboro that
didn’t allow smoking than one
that did. And some places, like the
Orange County Social Club and
the Reservoir, chose to prepare
their customers early.

Reservoir went smoke-free in
November. “We figured we've got
to do it in January anyway, might
as well do a pre-emptive strike and
get everybody prepared,” Lyle Col-
lins, a bartender at Reservoir, said.

Collins said he hadn’t heard
many complaints from patrons,
and after the first couple of days

PHOTO BY KIRK ROSS

Garrett Lagan readies another turn at a backgammon game at Hookah Bliss.

with no ash trays and a multitude
of “no smoking” signs, people got
used to the routine of heading out-
side to light up.

Keith Allen of Allen 8 Son Bar-
B-Q said his restaurant has been
non-smoking for years, though he
doesn’t necessarily agree with what
he considers interference with the
rights of smokers.

“[I]f you don’t smoke, you
don’t want someone sitting beside
you that does smoke,” he said.
“But you have a right to leave just
like you have a right to smoke.
What you have to have is mutual
consideration from both sides.”

SEE SMOKE PAGE 7

Pride, no prejudice, Orange County-style

RECENTLY...
BY VALARIE SCHWARTZ

Pauli Murray didn’t spend much time in Or-
ange County. She visited the plantation house
on Smith Level Road named after her kin who
had been among the largest land- and slave
owners in the county; and I expect she visited
the family home in Hillsborough, the site of the
rapes of her great-grandmother, a slave bought

for the Smith daughter.

Murray recounts the story in her third book,
Proud Shoes: The Story of an American Family,

published in 1956,

Mary Ruffin Smith was the eldest of three
children. When she turned 18, her father, Dr.
James S. Smith, bought her a slave, beautiful 15-
year-old Harriet. When Mary’s brothers, Fran-

cis (a doctor) and Sidney (a lawyer),

home to Hillsborough after studying in Chapel
Hill, they became obsessed with Harriet, even
though by then she had married and given birth
to a son. Dogging her every move, the brothers
snarled at each other and together beat and ran

off her husband.
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Kinnaird
to seek
another term

BY KIRK ROSS
Staff Writer

Saying she wants to sce through
some of the efforts she began at the
start of the last session, state Sen. Ellie
Kinnaird announced Wednesday that
she will run again for re-election.

“This last term has been a challenge
for the state budget, just like it has for
families throughout the state, but I have
been able to provide the leadership to
write and guide legislation benefiting
every person in the district and in the
state,” Kinnaird said in an announce-
ment emailed on Wednesday morning.

Kinnaird, who is serving her seventh
term in the Senate, saw her seniority rise
over the past couple of months.

Sen. Tony Rand, the powerful ma-
jority leader who with Senate President
Pro Tem Mark Basnight has led the
body for more than two decades, an-
nounced last fall he would step down.

Also leaving the Senate are David
Hoyle, a conservative Democrat from
Gaston County, and R.C. Soles from
Columbus County, who faces a crimi-
nal investigation.

Hoyle, who has held onto an
increasingly Republican district, often
sparred with Kinnaird over economic
issues. Although the legislature has no
formal rules on seniority, during last
year’s session Kinnaird ranked 11th
in overall seniority and eighth among
her fellow Democrats. The departures
of Hoyle, Rand and Soles moves her
three notches up the list.

Pauli Murray

SEE RECENTLY PAGE 5
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Local, national chambers of commerce square off

BY KIRK ROSS
Staff Writer

Anyone can start a chamber of
commerce. And as Aaron Nelson,
president and CEO of the Chapel
Hill-Carrboro Chamber of Com-
merce, points out, many people have
— there are about 30 of them in the
Triangle alone.

But it’s not a local group that
concerns Nelson and others; it’s
the Washington, D.C.-based U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, the biggest
chamber of them all and a lobbying
behemoth that has gone toe-to-toe
with the Obama administration over
climate change, health care reform
and other issues.

“Lately, [the U.S. chamber] has
more often frustrated than pleased us,”

Nelson said in a recent interview.

The Chapel Hill-Carrboro cham-
ber is a dues-paying member of the
U.S. chamber, a long-running rela-
tionship that Nelson says allows ac-
cess to the national chamber’s pro-
fessional development programs. He
emphasized that those dues do not go
to support the lobbying and policy
programs of the national group.

Tita Freeman, the U.S. cham-
ber’s vice president of communi-
cation, said she couldn’t confirm
that’s the case. It would depend,
she said, on whether the dues go
directly to the professional devel-
opment foundation.

Although not familiar with the
specifics of the Chapel Hill-Car-
rboro chamber’s concerns, Freeman
said they are similar to those of other

chambers around the country that
have objected to some of the organi-
zation’s stands.

Chambers in San Francisco and
Seattle recently distanced themselves
from the national chamber, and sev-
eral companies, including Apple and
Pacific Gas and Electric, withdrew
their membership over a dispute over
the chamber’s stand on greenhouse
gas emissions.

“The chamber works on hundreds
of issues,” Freeman said. “We’re nev-
er going to have 100 percent of our
members agreeing on everything.”

The U.S. chamber works through
consensus, she said, and any member
organization is welcome to Wcigh in
on the issues. The U.S. chamber, she
said, also has been targeted by groups
such as Moveon.org.

“There’s a lot of misinformation out
there about our positions,” Freeman
said. She said the organization supports
controlling greenhouse emissions but
not through the means spelled out re-
cently in legislation passed by the U.S.
House of Representatives.

Nelson said concerns about the re-
lationship between the two chambers
were raised two years ago after the U.S.
chamber sponsored robo-calls in this
area in support of the candidacy of
Republican Elizabeth Dole in her race
for U.S. Senate against Democrat Kay
Hagan. Hagan won heavily Democratic
Orange County with 70 percent of the
vote. The robo-calls prompted a slew of
email complaints to the local chamber.

SEE CHAMBER PAGE 3
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Blue Bayou: Joshua Jay. 9pm. Free
The Cave: LATE: Applesauce,
Will Dawson

General Store Cafe: Bernie
Petteway. 7-9pm

Local 506: Old Avenue, Blue Light
Music, Catie King. 9:30pm. Free

FRIDAY JAN 8

Blue Bayou: Tim Alexander Band.
9:30pm. $6/8

The Cave: EARLY: Loose Screws.
LATE: Old Bricks

General Store Cafe: Nixon,
Blevins and Gage. 8-10:30pm
Harry’s Market: Big John Shearer.
7-9pm

Local 506: Erie Choir, Audubon
Park, Butterflies. |I0pm. $8

Open Eye Cafe: The Brothers
Marier. 8pm

SATURDAY JAN 9
ArtsCenter: Big Mama E and
The Cool, Will McFarlane Band ft.
Armand Lenchek. 8:30pm. $15

Blue Bayou: Spoonful of Soul.
9:30pm. $8/10

SA 1/9+($10/$12)
ABBEY ROAD LIVE!

su1/10 RJD2
W/THE
CONSTELLATIONS
AND HAPPY
CHICHESTER($15/$17)

FR1/15 THE OLD
CEREMONY
W/DEX ROMWEBER
DUO($10)

sa1/16 WHO'S BAD?+

SU 1/17+($15)
DIRTY DOZEN
BRASS BAND

FR1/22 THE

LAST WALTZ
ENSEMBLE" ;10512

TU1/26 FLICKER

FR1/29 COSMIC
CHARLIE
(GRATEFUL DEAD
COVERS)**($6/8)

sA1/30 URBAN
SOPHISTICATES,
THE BEAST,
INFLOWENTIAL,
KAZE: 10/512)

ALENDA

MUSIC C R

Cats Cradle: Abbey Road live.
9:30pm. $12/15

The Cave: EARLY: The Bros.
Marler LATE: Puritan Rodeo, Angela
Faye Martin

General Store Cafe: Over The
Hill Band. 8-10:30pm

Local 506: Transportation, North

Elementary, The Library, Adam Price
and Matt McMichaels. 9:30pm. $6

Nightlight: Old Avenue, Blue Light
Music, Catie King. 9:30pm.

SUNDAY JAN 10
ArtsCenter: Robin and Linda Wil-
liams. 7pm. $18

Cats Cradle: R|D2, The Constel-
lations, Happy Chichester. 9:30pm.
$15/17

The Cave: EARLY: Cole Park, Old
86.$5

Local 506: Mysterium Tremendum
Resevoir: Billy Joe Winghead,
Pinche Gringo

MONDAY JAN 11
The Cave: LATE: Sub Verso,
Goodbye Titan, Boat Buring

TU 2/2 AND WE 2/3*
CITIZEN COPE
TWO SHOWS!

TU2/9 JONATHAN
RICHMAN-10/512)

TH 2/11+(525) BRANDI
CARLILE w/aAmy
RAY'S ROCK SHOW

FR2/12 JOHN
BROWN'’S BODY:

mo 2/15 TORTOISE
W/DISAPPEARS"($15)

1U2/23 CAGE THE
ELEPHANT:(s14/515)

WE 2/24 CLIENTELE,
VETIVER:$13/515)

TH 2/25 STATE RADIO
W/BIG D AND THE
KIDS TABLE*$15)

su 2/23 NORTH
MISSISSIPPI
ALL-STARSs16/513)

we 3/3 COPELAND

W/I CAN MAKE A
MESS LIKE NOBODY'
BUSINESS, PERSON
L, DEAS VAIL*($14/$16)

|

TUESDAY JAN 12
The Cave: LATE: Money

Local 506: Dark Water Rising,
100 Yorktown, River City Ransom.
9pm. $5

WEDNESDAY JAN 13

Local 506: Jemina Pearl, The Ettes.

9:30pm. $10

THURSDAY JAN 14
Cats Cradle: Elliott Yamin. 8pm.
$20/23

The Cave: EARLY: Patrick Phelan
LATE: Willie Neal Heath, John
Howie Jr and The Sweethearts. $5

General Store Cafe: Bourban
Street Jazz. 7-9pm

Local 506: Jocelyn Ellis, Lucky Five.

9:30pm. $8
Nightlight: Tomahawks, Bellman
Barker,; Dylan Sneed. 9:30pm. $5

Resevoir: Lollipop Factory, Jokes
and jokes and Jokes, Gutter Glitter

FRIDAY JAN I5

Blue Bayou: Swamp Doctors.
9:30pm. $8/10

ﬁ

'

sA 3/6 ROGUE
WAVE-514/515)

TH 3/25 THE XX (514/516)

FR 4/2
THE BIG PINK
W/A PLACE TO BURY
STRANGERS*($13/15)

MO 4/5*($13/$15)

TED LEO

AND THE
PHARMACISTS

SU 4/4
YEASAYER:s14/516)

TH 4/22
NEEDTOBREATHE
W/WILL HOGE*($15/$18)

LOCAL 506 (CHAPEL HILL)

rri1/29 THOSE DARLINS

sat3/6 JENNY OWEN
YOUNGS, BESS ROGERS,
ALLISON WEISS
wen 317 FRUIT BATS
THE ARTSCENTER (CARRBORO)

sar313 OVER THE RHINE

GHXCDJALLEY |IN(CHAPELTHILL
EARE ANON-SMOKING CLUB

Cats Cradle: The Old Ceremony,
Dex Romweber Duo. 9:30pm. $10

The Cave: EARLY: Bob Funch and
The New World Heroes LATE: A
Night of Danny Mason and Friends,
Fuse Band, Shithorse

General Store Cafe: Sin Savage
Tigers. 8-10:30pm

Local 506: The Public Good, Bust-
ello. 9:30pm. $7

SATURDAY JAN 16
ArtsCenter: Catie Curtis, lindsay
Mac. 8:30pm. $18

Blue Bayou: Robin Rogers.
9:30pm. $14/16

Cats Cradle: Who's Bad (A Trib-
ute to Michale Jackson) 10pm. $15

The Cave: EARLY: Left on Frank-
lin LATE: Blair Crimmins and The
Hookers

General Store Cafe: Nikki Meets
the Hibachi. 8-10:30pm

Local 506: Movits. 9:30pm. $8/10

Open Eye Cafe: Mercurial and
Evenkeel. 8pm
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Old Ladies at the Beach, by Daniel Vaughan

The next 2ndFriday Artwalk is in Carrboro and
Chapel Hill this Friday evening from 6 to 9 p.m.
Many of the galleries will have live music and other
art-related entertainment. Admission is free.

2ndFriday Artwalk brochures, maps and lists of
venues are available at any participating art location
and at 2ndfridayartwalk.com

The Center Gallery at The ArtsCenter will display
work by Daniel Vaughan, a local pastel artist. His
large-format landscapes include scenes of North
Carolina as well as the American West, Canada,
Iceland and Europe. John Wendelbo’s geometric ab-
stractions also will be on display at The ArtsCenter,
in the East End Gallery.

Twig at Village Plaza will have work by Michelle Lyon
and Julie Mullins. Lyon’s Peculiar Pets are stuffed
creatures made from vintage textiles and wool felt.
Mullins’ functional creations are made from scrap
cloth and cording sewn into a display of color and
texture. Sewing support was provided by a local
Montagnard refugee cooperative.

ISSUE DATE:
JAN 28
ADVERTISING
DEADLINE: JAN 22
CONTACT:

Marty Cassady
942.2100

¥ (acey Springe Desins
Imagination and experience

combined for your benefit!

Experienced, easy-going freelance designer of logos,
ads, brochures, flyers, newsletters, and publications.

marty@
carrborocitizen.com

Cyndi Harris, Designer
laceyspringsdesigns@me.com

for your viewing pleasure.
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News Briefs

Transit in Orange County tweaked

Chapel Hill Transit (CHT) will implement schedule
changes this Monday.

Time adjustments will be made to weekday routes F, G,
NS and V to improve schedule reliability and better reflect
actual travel times.

Time adjustments will also be made to Saturday
routes CM, CW, DM, FG and JN. While the service
hours for Saturday will not change, many routes will
operate fewer trips.

New schedules are available at www.ci.chapel-hill.
nc.us/index.aspx?page=1176 and will be provided on buses
starting Friday.

Public forum on solar energy

UNC’s Solar Energy Research Center will hold a public
forum and information session to explore the crucial energy
issues of the coming decades. The free event, “A Sustainable
Energy Future-Mapping the Way,” will be Friday, Jan. 15, at
the William and Ida Friday Center in Chapel Hill. It begins
at 5 p.m. with interactive displays and videos, followed by an
open-discussion panel at 7 p.m.

The panel will feature experts on current and developing
energy sources, conservation and efficiency and politics and
public policy. Panel members will include leaders from the
environmental, scientific and business communities.

For more information, visit serc.unc.edu/outreach.pdf

Chapel Hill Rec programs coming soon
Registration has begun for Chapel Hill Parks and Recre-
ation winter-spring programs. Residents of Chapel Hill and
Orange County may register now; non-residents may register
beginning Monday, Jan. 18. Camp registration begins on Feb.
1 for Chapel Hill residents, Feb. 8 for Orange County residents
and Feb. 15 for non-residents.
Pick up a brochure of parks and recreation programs or
visit townofchapelhill.org/register to browse and register.

Saturation patrol

Carrboro police were on saturation patrol in downtown Car-
rboro from 8 p.m. to 4 a.m. on New Year’s Eve. There were 28
charges, including DWT arrests, speeders, reckless drivers and a
man carrying a concealed weapon.

A saturation patrol involves a large number of officers con-
centrated in a small geographic area.

Transit plan input sought

There will be a public-information session on the final draft
of the Chapel Hill-Carrboro 2035 Long Range Transit Plan
on Tuesday, Jan. 12 from 7 to 8 p.m. in the Council Chamber
of Chapel Hill Town Hall. The plan may be viewed at townof-
chapelhill.org/index.aspx?page=1284
If you are unable to attend the information session, you may
submit comments by email to chtransit@townofchapelhill.org,

by phone at 969-4900 or faxed to 968-2840.

Tar Heel Temps to shutter operations this month

BY KIRK ROSS
Staff Writer

— Tar Heel
Temps, the university’s tempo-
rary staffing service that has op-
erated for 17 years, will close at
the end of the month, officials
announced this week.

In an email to department
heads and senior staff, Brenda
Malone, vice chancellor for hu-
man resources, said the decision
was a difficult one and “made
with a heavy heart.”

In addition to being one of the
largest local sources of tempo-

rary work, for many the service
has proved an informal route to
permanent jobs on campus.

Malone cited a drop in tem-
porary hiring, tight budgets and
an increase in administrative
overhead as the key reasons for
the closure.

In an interview Tuesday, she
said her department is working
on long-term plans and strategies
for handling temporary staffing.

She said the number of em-
ployees in the Tar Heel Temp
system has dropped consider-
ably in the past two years as
a budget squeeze led to a de-

crease in hiring. Only about
125 temps are employed under
the system — down from about
200 this time last year and far
below normal levels. The num-
ber of university departments
and other units using the ser-
vice has declined as well.

“It boils down to econom-
ics,” Malone said. “Our busi-
ness is down.”

Malone said once the decision
to close the service was made,
the task became designing a new
system for departments who rely
on temporary labor.

“We wanted to minimize the

disruption to university units
that employ temporary work-
ers,” she said.

At the end of the month, cur-
rent Tar Heel Temps employees
will be converted to department
payrolls and each department
will take over hiring its own tem-
porary workers either directly or
through other temp services.

Malone said she is hoping
that by reallocating and reas-
signing roles within her depart-
ment she can avoid layoffs for
the eight human resources staff
members who administered the
temps program.

Chilly weather hasn't
stopped work on
downtown Carrboro's
newest public parking
lot. Manuel Turner and
Chad Dusenberry work
on marking off some of
the roughly 90 spaces
soon to be available at the
corner of Roberson and
Greensboro streets.

PHOTO BY KIRK ROSS

CHAMBER
FROM PAGE |

Calls made by the U.S.
chamber in support of candi-
dates, Nelson said, are not often
clear about which chamber is
calling.

With the U.S. chamber’s
rising profile in opposition to
a public option in the recent
health care reform debate, more

complaints to the locals have
been lodged. Nelson has occa-
sionally tried to point out the
difference between the national
and local groups, and last month
he and his board of directors
took the unusual step of includ-
ing a note about it in its annual
membership reminder.

“Lately, the U.S. chamber
has taken positions on health
care and gas emissions that are
getting lots of publicity, and we

wanted to be clear about the
relationship between our orga-
nizations,” Joanne Fiore, chair
of the Chapel Hill-Carrboro
chamber’s board of directors
said in a recent email response
to The Citizen. “We are a sepa-
rate, autonomous organization
and set our own agenda with
our own local members’ needs
in mind.”

Nelson said he and the board

have become increasingly com-

fortable with distancing them-
selves from the national organi-
zation.

“We want to make that real
clear to everybody,” he said.

There’s been no formal split
as yet, he said, but local offi-
cials recently sent at least one
indication of their displeasure.
When dues time recently rolled
around, Nelson said, instead of
the usual check for about $600

he wrote one out for $1.
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The Carrboro Citizen 942-2100
P.O. Box 248 942-2195 (FAX)
309 Weaver St., Suite 300
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carrborocitizen.com/classifieds 919-942-2100, 8:30-3 M-F
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Fresh Qysters
‘9 99/hottle

'l

. Chorizo
Sausage
¢2.99/1b

*1.99/Ib

Cut to Order
Ribeye
6.99/1b

Beef Stew
#2.99/1b

FRESH MADE DAILY Cut to Order
Country Whole Fresh
Sausage Chickens

1.29/1p

thank you!

for voting us one of the
top optometrists in the triangle

and Cheeses!

ALL NATURAL

Ground Chuck
¢2.99/1b

CERTIFIED ORGANIC

Chicken
*229/1b

919-942-2196 x MON-SAT SQam-6pm

Pnces good thru1/14/10 CORONA EXTRA, NEGRA MODELO, PACIFICO, BUDWEISER!
100 WEST MAIN ST., CARRBORO

Debit
& EBT

sell your stuff.
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Film follows buddies’ journey

looking for

S. L _OcKledr

ChathamArts” Sustainable Cinema Series
starts the new year off with a Jan. 29 screen-
ing of the documentary Looking for Ms.
Locklear. Lillington-based filmmakers Rhett
McLaughlin and Link Neal will be on hand
for a post-film discussion.

The show begins at 7 p.m. in the Fear-
rington Village Barn on U.S. 15-501 in Cha-

tham County, midway between Pittsboro and
Chapel Hill. Special event admission is $10 at

the door or online at chathamarts.org
Rhett and Link have been friends since
meeting in Ms. Locklear’s first-grade class-

room in Buies Creek. During the summer of
2006, they decided to search for her by rely-

ing solely on face-to-face contacts. Looking for

Ms. Locklear chronicles that journey.
Locklear won the 2008 Southern Lens

Award from South Carolina Public Television

and the Audience Award at the Secret City
and Ace film festivals.

Diversity events on
UNC campus

Actor and producer Danny Glover will give

the 29th annual Martin Luther King Jr. Me-
morial Lecture on Jan. 21 at UNC. The free
public talk will be at 7:30 p.m. in Memorial
Hall, preceded by a candlelight vigil starting
at 6:30 p.m. at the Old Well on Cameron
Avenue. The vigil is intended as a time for
reflection on King’s messages.

The events are part of the 29th annual
Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Celebration,
Jan. 17-22, which also will include a film and
oratorical contest, a march down Franklin
Street and a talk by Cleve Jones, creator of
the AIDS quilt. Multiple organizations across
campus are sponsoring the events, coordi-
nated by the Chancellor’s Committee for the

Community

Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Celebration.

Tickets for the Glover lecture are free but
required. Carolina students with UNC One
cards may pick up tickets at the Memorial
Hall Box Office on Cameron Avenue starting
Jan. 12. Others may begin picking up tickets
Jan. 14.

For a full schedule and details on the week-
long celebration, visit unc.edu/diversity/mlk

Entertainment for the kids
Trish Miller will perform at the Carrboro
Century Center on Wednesday, Jan. 20 at 10:30

a.m. Miller uses movement, songs, shakers,
puppets, and her big blue guitar to entertain
and capture the imaginations of pre-schoolers.
Themes like colors, numbers, shapes, stop & go,
reading, letters and opposites are presented in a
lively, interactive format.

Admission is $3. For more information,
call the Carrboro Recreation and Parks De-
partment at 918-7364 or the Carrboro Library
at 969-3006.

Jig the night away

A night of jigs, reels and anything Celtic,
led by accordionist David DiGiuseppe and
multi-instrumentalist Rob Sharer, will take
place Friday, Jan. 22 at 7:30 p.m. in the Carr-
boro Century Center. Bring your tunes, songs
or instruments, or just come to listen. Admis-
sion Fee is $3.

Antarctic art on display

A free public exhibition of paintings and pho-
tographs of the Norwegian Arctic and Antarctica
called “Ice Counterpoint” will be on display
from Jan. 7-May 31 at the FedEx Global Educa-
tion Center on the UNC campus.

The mixed-media exhibition includes
photography, videography and environmental-
sound recordings by Brooks de Wetter-Smith,
the James Gordon Hanes Distinguished
Professor of music at UNC, and paintings
by Carrboro artist Nerys Levy. The works
were inspired by trips to Antarctica and the
Norwegian Arctic in recent years. The FedEx
Global Education Center is at the corner of
McCauley and Pittsboro streets. The exhibit
will be accompanied by a free public concert
on Feb. 23 at 7 p.m.

This exhibit of 20 large artworks will be
open from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. weekdays and 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturdays.

Gold award received by local
Girl Scout

Kami Mainwaring will receive a Gold Award,
the highest award for Girl Scouts between the
ages of 14-18, this Saturday at 2 p.m. in the
Chapel of the Cross dining room. This award
recognizes Marinwaring’s leadership and com-
mitment in originating, planning, and carrying
out a project to support the Ronald McDonald
House in Chapel Hill.

THURSDAY, JAN 7

Joshua Jay — Blue Bayou Club
presents a free show with Joshua
Jay at 9pm. Blue Bayou Club is
located at 106 S. Churton St, Hill-
sborough. More info at bluebayou-
club.com.

Chatham County Christmas
Tree Disposal — Chatham
County residents can dispose of
non-artificial Christmas trees at the
Waste Management Office west of
Pittsboro from 7 am to 3:30 pm on
Jan. 4-8 and Jan. I1-15.

SATURDAY, JAN 9
Parental Educational Clinic
— In this free workshop designed
for parents and caregivers of
special needs children, participants
will explore conflict resolution and
communication skills. 10am - 12pm
at Orange United Methodist
Church, 1220 Martin Luther King
Jr. Blvd., Chapel Hill. The registra-
tion deadline is Jan. 7. To register:
julie@mhaorangeco.org, 942-8083
ext. 2.

Square Dance — NC Squares
square dance with live music by
Kenny Jackson and Big Medicine.
8pm at Pleasant Green Community
Center. The event costs $8, $6 for
students. More info at ncsquares.
com.

SUNDAY, JAN 10

Artist Reception — The
Preservation Society of Chapel
Hill presents the January exhibit at
Horace Williams House: paintings
by North Carolina artist Thomas
Teague. The display will run from
Jan. 10 to Jan. 31. There will be an
opening reception with the artist
on Jan. 10, 2-4pm.

THURSDAY, JAN I5
New Exhibits at Ackland Art
Museum — The Ackland Art
Museum at UNC will present two
special exhibitions: “"Color Balance:
Paintings by Felrath Hines” and
“Jacob Lawrence and The Legend
of John Brown.” Both exhibits will
run from Jan. 15 to May 9, 2010.
More info at ackland.org.

Contra Dance — The Carolina
Song & Dance Association will
present a contra dance at The
Century Center at 100 North
Greensboro St. in downtown
Carrboro. Live music will be
provided by Kolodner, Furman &
Lloyd. There will be a newcomers'
workshop at 7:30pm, and dancing
will begin at 8. Bring a pair of clean,
soft-soled, smooth-soled shoes to
change into after arriving inside the
hall. $8 donation requested. Bring
a partner or come without, all are
welcome. More info at 967-9948 or
csda-dance.org.
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Ongoing

Cancer Support — Support
groups for cancer patients and their
families. cornucopiahouse.org

Compassionate Friends

— Free self-help support for all
adults grieving the loss of a child or
sibling. Third Mondays, 7-8:30pm,
Evergreen United Methodist
Church. 967-3221, chapelhilltcf.org

Yoga for Everyone — UNC
Comprehensive Cancer Support
Program presents Yoga for Everyone.
Each class will include a full yoga prac-
tice as well as exploration of physical
movement, meditation, breathing
techniques, and relaxation. All levels
are welcome. Classes will be held on
Mondays from Ilam - 12:30pm. Caro-
lina Pointe II, 6013 Farrington Road,
Suite 101 in Chapel Hill. 966-3494.

DivorceCare — Support group
for those separated or divorced.
Mondays, 7pm, Orange United
Methodist Church. 942-2825, con-
nect2orange.org

Meditative Yoga — UNC
Comprehensive Cancer Support
Program presents Meditative Yoga:
A calming, stress-relieving yoga
class to stretch and strengthen the
body gradually. Classes will be held
on Fridays from [0am-11:30am.
Carolina Pointe II, 6013 Farrington
Road, Suite 101 in Chapel Hill. For
more information, 966-3494.

Family to Family — A series

of 12 weekly classes structured to
help family members understand
and support a family member suf-
fering with mental illness. The class
is free and sponsored by NAMIO-
range. Contact Gove Elder at 967-
5403 or gbelder@bellsouth.net.

Garden Tour — Free tour of the
N.C. Botanical Garden display gar-
dens. Saturdays, 10am, in front of
the Totten Center at the Garden.
962-0522, ncbg.unc.edu

Jazz at the Mall — University
Mall presents free jazz concerts
every Sunday, 2-4pm

Job Search Meeting — A net-
working and support group for job
hunters. Wednesdays, 9:30-1lam,
Binkley Baptist Church, 1712 Wil-
low Drive. 942-4964

Open-Mic Poetry — Tuesdays
except first Tuesday, 7-9pm, Look-
ing Glass Cafe & Boutique, 601 W.
Main St. 636-5809

Walking Tour — The Preserva-
tion Society of Chapel Hill offers
“Walk This Way," walking tours of
Franklin Street every Sunday at 2
pm. $5. 942-7818 or chpreserva-
tion@mindspring.com for more
information. Reservations recom-
mended for groups of five or more
people.

Community Briefs Community Calendar

Breastfeeding Café — An infor-
mal drop-in gathering of breastfeed-
ing moms will be held every Monday
from [-2pm at the Red Hen. A La
Leche repersenative will be there

to provide information and answer
questions, 201 Weaver St.

Tutoring — Hillsborough Police
Department and UNC Habitat for
Humanifty offer tutoring sessions
for students in Orange County
School's K-5 classes at the Com-
munity Policing Station, 501 Rainey
Ave. Tutors are students from
UNC. Call 732-2441, ext. 26 to
register.

Kids

Toddler Time — Carrboro
Branch Library. Thursdays, 4pm.
969-3006

Preschool Story Time —
Saturdays, 10:30am, Carrboro
Branch Library. 969-3006

s TN s o

Express Yourself! — Art program
for ages 3-8 and their caregivers.
Saturdays, 10:45-11:15am, [1:30am-
noon, Kidzu Children’s Museum, 105
E. Franklin St. $2. 933-1455, kidzuchil-
drensmuseum.org

Volunteers

RSVP 55+ Volunteer Program
— Seeks volunteers at least 55 years
of age and older who would like
assistance in finding an opportunity
that matches their interests. 968-
2056, co.orange.nc.us/aging/RSVPin-
dex.asp

Meals on Wheels — Seeks vol-
unteers to deliver meals and/or bake
simple desserts for recipients in the
community. 942-2948

Orange County Literacy —
Seeks volunteers to help with adult
literacy, basic math and English
language tutoring, creative writing
workshops at local homeless shelters
and family literacy workshops. New
tutor training workshops every
month. Carr Mill Mall, Second Floor,
636-4457

Send your submissions to

calendar@
carrborocitizen.com

PETS OF THE WEEK

PAWS4EVER
— Here’s
Alex!? Alex
is new here

at p4e. He's

a 3-year-

old German
Shepherd Mix.
He isn't looking
his finest just
yet, but he is
on his way to
becoming the
big handsome
man he

should be.

He's been on
some different
medicine, so he
hasn't been able
to interact with
the other dogs.
(except sniffing
noses through

e

»

the fence) We have noticed that he doesn’t seem to like male dogs, and
seems to prefer the ladies. He loves all his human friends, and going for
walks. As big as he is, he has been a gentle giant. He has wonderful leash
manners, enjoys playing with tennis balls with his human pals, and so far
his favorite thing is a good roll around in the grass. As he improves and

is able to start playing with the other dogs, we will update his bio. Any
further questions please give us a call or send us an email. We will be
happy to reply. Please come by the shelter and take a look, at Paws4Ever,
6311 Nicks Road, Mebane, or call 304-2300. You can also go online at

paws4ever.org

ORANGE COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES — Ring in the
New Year with Suzie! This lovely Russian Blue girl is around a
year old and a striking beauty for sure. She just came back from foster

care with her three cute kittens

and is busy dropping the baby
pounds for the new year. She's a
loving and social cat, but will
check you out first (like any
good mom). Once she knows
you come with good intentions,
she will be your best friend and
companion. Start your new year
off the right way. Come

visit with Suzie today! You can
see her at Orange County's
Animal Services

Center, 1601 Eubanks Road,
Chapel Hill or call 942-

PETS (7387). You can also

see her online at co.orange.nc.
us/animalservices/adoption
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His advice is to complete the
simple tasks that can keep your
pipes working,.

“I' want this to go out to every
person out there,” Sparrow said.
“Take the hoses off your outside
hose connections.... Hoses left
on outside hose bibs just make an
antenna for the water to freeze.”

Another simple thing to do
is to make sure vents are closed
so as to not let in cold air that
can freeze the pipes. Sparrow
said once the pipes are frozen,
though, there isn’t much he can
do but repair them if they burst.

Sparrow also urged owners
of older houses with exterior
pipes to check very carefully
for leaks.

Tim Peck, another local
plumber, said frozen pipes are
not the type of business plumb-
ers look forward to.

“It’s a difficulc business
from a plumber’s point of view
because people are irritated,”
he said.

Peck said there has been a de-
crease in frozen—pipe issues over
the years because of the popu-
larity of cheaper plastic pipes
that won’t burst when frozen.

OWASA offers a full list of
tips and advice on its website at
owasa.org/home/index.aspx

Plumbing tips for cold weather

* Protect pipes in unheated areas with electri-

cal heating tape.

* Remove and drain hoses from outdoor

spigots.

* Turn off valve and drain water from pipes in
unused, unheated areas.

* Identify shut-off valves in plumbing system in

case of emergency.

* Make sure vents are closed.

* Drain water out of pipes and fixtures to
protect them from freezing.

RECENTLY
FROM PAGE |

For protection, Harriet
nailed her cabin door shut at
the end of every day. But one
night, Sidney broke down the
door, nailed it back up to keep
her in, beat her, then raped her
for hours. Her shrieks of terror
each time she saw him there-
after only fueled his desire, re-
sulting in repeated rapes, un-
til the night Francis accosted
Sidney after he left Harriet,
beating him unconscious. Af-
ter that, Sidney let her be; but
his offspring grew inside her.
The child would become Mur-
ray’s grandmother, Cornelia
Smith Fitzgerald, a halfsister
to the three daughters Har-
riet would bear from the rapes
that followed during the next
eight years by Francis, during
which time the shamed family
moved from Hillsborough to

the country plantation.

One hundred years ago
this November, two genera-
tions after this sorry, though
not uncommon, story, sprang
one of the linchpins of the
Civil Rights movement. Born
in Baltimore, Anna “Pauli”
Murray spent her later child-
hood in Durham with grand-
mother Cornelia and grandfa-
ther Robert Fitzgerald, before
moving to New York and
finding her way through the
obstacle course life presented
for a mulatto woman con-
tinually striving to better not
only herself but seeking equal
rights for all. Even before the
University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill refused to en-
roll her in 1938 based on her
race, she was an activist. After
graduating at the top of her
class from Howard University
in 1944 with a fellowship to
pursue a law degree at Har-
vard, she was rejected due to

OBITUARIES

Thomas E. Hyatt

Thomas Edwin Hyatt died on
Dec. 27,2009, at the age of 91.

Born on Aug. 12, 1918, Mr.
Hyatt was raised in Haywood
County, N.C., the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Paul Richardson
Hyatt. He was a 1939 gradu-
ate of the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill and
served as a lieutenant in the U.S.
Navy during World War II. Mr.
Hyatt and his family lived for
many years in Canton where
he was employed by Champion
International Paper Factory
During this time, he was an ac-
tive member of Central United
Methodist Church and served
on the Haywood County
Board of Education. After 37
years with Champion Papers,
Mr. Hyatt retired as the direc-
tor of employee relations.

Mr. Hyatt and his wife retired
to Fearrington Village in order to
be close to his beloved alma ma-
ter, UNC-Chapel Hill. In retire-
ment, Mr. Hyatt was an active
member of University United
Methodist Church and Christ
United Methodist Church,
enjoyed volunteering with Meals
on Wheels of Chatham County
and, most of all, loved cheering
on the Tar Heels at every op-
portunity.

Mr. Hyatt is survived by his
wife of 64 years, Doris Patterson
Hyatt; three children, Thomas
Edwin Hyatt Jr. and wife,

Anne, of Wilmington, N.C.,
Nona Hyatt Fine and husband,
Austin, of Morrisville, N.C.,
and Craig Kendall Hyatt and

her gender. But the door was
open at the University of Cal-
ifornia at Berkeley, where she
titled her master’s thesis 7he
Right to Equal Opportunity
in Employment. After receiv-
ing a doctorate from Yale in
1965, she taught law in Ghana
and at Boston and Brandeis
universities while remaining
active in the movements to-
ward equality that provided
her friendships with Eleanor
Roosevelt, Martin Luther
King Jr. and Gloria Steinem,
among others.

She long recognized the
courage and effects of Mary
Ruffin Smith, the great-great-
aunt who accepted her bastard
nieces as family, raising them
in the Big House and taking
them with her to attend ser-
vices at Chapel of the Cross,
where they were relegated to
sitting in the balcony, and
where, at age 66, Murray
celebrated her first Eucharist

wife, Cathy, of Chapel Hill; one
brother, James Frederick Hyatt
and wife, Helen, of Waynesville;
four grandchildren, Christopher
Brant Hyatt and wife, Robin, of
Raleigh, Michael Aaron Hyatt
of Wilmington, Kari Leigh Fine
of Athens, Ga., and Laura Fine
Ledford and husband, Rodney,
of Durham. He is also survived
by three great-grandchildren,
Luke Alexander Hyatt, Savan-
nah Claire Hyatt and Edwin
Austin Ledford.

Dorothy Hrabak

Dorothy Durham Hrabak,
age 78, died on Thursday, Dec.
24, 20009.

She is preceded in death by
her husband, Donald L. Hrabak,
and her brother, Dallas D. Dur-
ham. She was a lifelong resident
of Chapel Hill.

Dorothy is survived by her
children, Michael Hrabak of
Cary, Donna Gates and hus-
band, Billy, of Chapel Hill and
Teresa Cooper and husband,
Buddy, of Pittsboro; and her
sister-in-law, Shirley Durham,
of Chapel Hill. She had 10
grandchildren, three great grand-
children and her very-much
loved dog, Molly. She has many
wonderful nieces and nephews
that meant so much to her.

She worked for Orange
Mental Health for years. Dorothy
was a very big Tar Heel fan up
until the very end and was always
watching or asking about the

games. She will be greatly missed
by all. We loved her dearly.

as the first black woman or-
dained an Episcopal priest
— an event recorded by CBS
for Charles Kuralts On the
Road program. Murray died
in 1985; but since 1990, her
example of living is revisited
in Orange County each Feb-
ruary with the giving of three
awards in her honor.

The staff of the Orange
County Human Rights and
Relations office and members
of the commission of the same
name ask that you look back
over last year and consider
making a nomination for its
Pauli Murray Awards, to be
presented Feb. 28 at 3 p.m.
in The Little Theater at New
Hope Elementary School.

Each year, an individual, a
young person (18 or younger)
and a business are honored for
their examples of how to pro-
mote human rights, diversity
and equality — such as last
year’s business winner, Cliff

Pamela L. Holder
Mrs. Pamela Lorrain Holder,
28, died Wednesday, Dec. 23,
2009, in her home. She had
been disabled with diabetes. She
was born in Tennessee but at-
tended Orange County schools.
Surviving are her daugh-
ter, Erica Lee Harrington, of
Hillsborough; her son, Dakota
A. Hawkins, of Hillsborough;
her mother, Susan Holder, of
Durham; her father, Roger
Holder, of Hillsborough; her pa-
ternal grandparents, Janice and
Paul Holder, of Hillsborough;
her maternal grandparents,
Marla and Richard Bullock, of
Hillsborough; and two sisters,
Shannon Holder Carroll of
Hillsborough and Jessica Holder
of Durham.

Erin Brett

Lindsay-Calkins

Erin Brett Lindsay-Calkins,
26, of Efland, N.C. died Tuesday,
Dec. 22,2009, following a car-
train collision. Her son, Nicholas
Aedon Lindsay, 5, also was killed.
Her 4-month-old daughter, Aven
Brooke Lindsay-Calkins, survived
the accident.

Born Nov. 16, 1983 in Raleigh,
N.C., Erin attended Fuquay-Va-
rina Elementary and West Lake
Elementary and Middle School
and was homeschooled in high
school. She earned an associate’s
degree from Central Carolina
Community College in Pittsboro
and a bachelor of arts in women’s
studies from UNC-Chapel Hill.
Erin recently took maternity leave
from work as a research assistant at

Collins of Cliff’s Meat Market
in Carrboro, for his example
of embracing change while
making life easier for the Lat-
in American immigrants who
have relocated here.

People such as Nerys Levy,
who has worked tirelessly to
keep a library in Carrboro;
Elaine Jerome, an octogenar-
ian selflessly galvanizing peo-
ple to create more healthy op-
portunities for our youth; or
Margaret Gifford, who started
a donation program at the
Carrboro Farmers’ Market to
provide fresh food to those in
need. Who could you nomi-
nate for their service in 20092

Nomination forms are at
every town hall and public li-
brary in the county, as well as
at co.orange.nc.us/hrr/pmur-
ray.asp

“The effect of labels divides
us and separates us, denying
opportunities for us to genu-
inely embrace our differences,”

the Center for Spirituality, Theol-
ogy and Health at Duke Univer-
sity Medical Center.

People meeting Erin were
always struck by her physical
beauty. Those who knew Erin
saw her inner beauty as far more
striking. Erin practiced compas-
sion in her daily life, always ready
to listen to anyone troubled or to
save an injured animal in need.
She volunteered as a crisis hotline
responder with the Family Vio-
lence and Rape Cirisis Center and
with her family’s animal-rescue
program. Growing up, Erin was
active in the 4H horse program.
She was a talented writer and art-
ist. She loved the simple things of
nature. Erin was totally devoted
to her son, Nicholas, and new-
born daughter, Aven. She found
joy in her life with her husband,
Mike, her true soul mate. Her
sister, Brittany, remembers Erin
as the “best sissiepoo” ever.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Michael Curtis Lindsay-
Calkins, of Efland and formerly
of Manteca, Cal.; daughter, Aven
Brooke Lindsay-Calkins, of the
home; parents, Steve and Nadean
Ferguson Lindsay, of Chapel Hill;
sister, Brittany Megan Lindsay, of
Chapel Hill, grandparents James
and Gerry Lindsay, of Vass, N.C;
parents-in-law, Curtis and Diane
Calkins, of Mocksville.; sisters-in-
law, Sarah Calkins and Christina
Redfearn and husband, Nick, of
Mocksville; and numerous aunts,
uncles and cousins. Preceding
her in death were grandparents
‘Thomas and Mildred Ferguson of
Florence, S.C.

said James Spivey, a human-
rights specialist in the county
office, which investigates al-
legations of discrimination in
housing and other race-based
issues and assists with diver-
sity training in the schools.
“We are unbiased fact-finders
who try to be more proactive
than reactive to help enlighten
and empower people.”

Make your nominations
by Jan. 15 and mark your cal-
endar for the awards event,
which promises to be a stimu-
lating close to February, des-
ignated as Black History and
National History month.

Intelligent people learn and
grow from history, no matter
how dirty it is, gaining the
power to clean it up.

Contact Valarie Schwartz at
923-3746 or valarickays@mac.

cont
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Grand Opening Event:
Daniel Wallace and Nic Brown
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A PUBLIC SCHOO
OF CHOICE
Serving Students

in Grades K-8

ANNE R. DERBY
PROFRIETOR
ANNE@HILLSBORQUGHYARN.COM

The ArtsCenter

For more information or to order tickets call

929-2787 x201 or go to artscenterlive.org
ArtSchool registration now open!

UPCOMING CONCERTS:
Experience the 7th Annual American Roots Series.
Feb. through June. See website for details. Coming up:

Big Mama E & The Cool and Will McFarlane Band
featuring Armand Lenchek ¢ SAT 1/9
Robin & Linda Williams ¢ SUN 1/10
Catie Curtis with Lindsay Mac ¢ SAT 1/16
Lucy Kaplansky ¢ Rl 1/22
Justin Townes Earle & Dawn Landes ¢ SAT 1/30
Cedric Burnside & Lightnin’ Malcolm ¢ Rl 2/5
Karla Bonoff ¢ SAT 2/13
John Mayall ¢ WED 2/17
Dave Alvin & Two Guilty Women featuring
Cindy Cashdollar ¢ SUN 2/2]

Dervish ¢ THU 3/4

UPCOMING THEATRE:

North Carolina Comedy Arts Festival  THU 1/7 through 2/14
9th Annual 10 By 10 Call for Submissions ¢ \WED 1/18—20
SuperFun Show: Gustafer Yellowgold ¢ SAT 1/23
One Song Productions: The February 48 ¢ SUN 2/7
Transactors Improv: The LOVE Show ¢ Rl 2/12
SuperFun Show: Stone Soup ° FRI 2/20

MORE:

ArtSchool Sampler Event ¢ SUN 2/3 @ UMAILL
Summer Camp Registration! ¢ MON 2/1
Youth Performing Arts Conservatory
Teen Summer Camp Registration MON 2/1

Prospective Parent Open House
Sunday, January 10  2-4pm

920 Corporate Drive, Hillsborough
kitchenfldesigner/y

919-644-6372
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114 S. CHURTON STREET
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g Look for us on Facebook. TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
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RAULIES AT SR B
The new outsiders @A \lfMMU@“"‘"" \ \\\\\\\\\\‘\\\\‘\\\\\\\\ ‘ Thanks for photo
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The change in this state’s attitude to- %lCOme t R \-§\‘$' \ Thanks so much to
: . 0 \ .
ward tobacco has been an interesting WY, Jock Lauterer and Tim

transition to witness. Twenty-five years
ago, you were some kind of puritan if you
didn’t light up after a swell meal.

I smoked my last cigarette sometime
in the first week of January 2003, when
we shifted to an outside-only rule at the
house. One cool morning, the air just tast-
ed so much better, and I was done.

My consumption had dwindled a
good bit and I'd quit a few times for a
lot of reasons — even once out of anger
when the telephone rang and I caught
myself reaching for a cigarette before I
reached for the phone.

You start to notice things when you
quit. Not just the usual things, like fla-
vors and less windedness, but also the
herd-like instincts among people with a
shared addiction.

This is not meant to be derisive to smok-
ers (you know, some of my best friends . .
.), and there is nothing wrong with the so-
cial ritual of stepping out for a chat and a
smoke, except for what it does — sooner or
later — to the human body.

I started up as a social smoker, real-
izing that the short breaks at the restau-
rant I worked at were more meaningful
and congenial among those taking a
smoke break.

That was back when you could light up
just about anywhere and anytime. Now
that pool of places is drying up, and this
state, naturally, is one of the last to sign on
to the end of the era. Drive almost any-
where else and you’ll see billboards, fund-
ed by tobacco trust money, noting some
powerful statistic of death and disease. We
don’t seem to have as many here. I don’t
wonder why.

Tobacco, the grand commodity, is still
revered here, even as its end products are
reviled. Here, the two tides clash might-
ily. And last year with the passage of the
Go Smoke Outdoors Act of 2009, the anti
side prevailed. (Unless, of course, you hap-
pen to be a member of a country club; but
what else is new.)

Perhaps you've noticed that it is cold
outside, and, maybe, in the mad dash from
auto to the door you've caught glimpses of
the new outsiders, the huddled groups of
humanity driven from bistros, bars and
even the swankiest joints onto the side-
walks and patios.

The times have indeed changed. Stay
warm everybody.

Lemonade

Kudos to the Town of Carrboro and
the owners of the property at the corners
of Roberson and Greensboro streets for
taking one of the fruits of a sour economy
(the stalled condo/office complex approved
for the site) and squeezing something ben-
eficial from it in the form of scores of new
downtown parking spots.

Is it too much to hope that this will
deter those who tie up the intersection
of Main and Greensboro by trying to
make a left into the parking lot in front
of Open Eye?

Would that it were so.

Errata

An ill-placed break in the timeline
for 2009 that we ran in last week’s pa-
per could have led some to believe that
very little happened last May. Plenty
did. You can read the much-more-ac-
curate version online at carrborocitizen.
com/main/2010/01/01/timeline-2009/

Also in last week’s edition, we noted
that state Sen. Ellie Kinnaird is likely to
retire. If you noticed the front page of this
week’s paper, you know that was, um,
inaccurate.

The dynamics of the Senate changed
dramatically recently with the retirement
of Tony Rand and the announcement by
several other senators that they won’t be
running again either. Regardless, I should
have picked up the phone and checked
first. Sorry about that.
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.1 can’t

Peck for providing the Al-
manac photo of the 1972
Chapel Hill High School
Mens’ Soccer Team.
Growing up in town

and playing Rainbow

“...and ob, to
have all that
long beautiful

hair again!”

Soccer these guys were
~ | my mentors, coaches and

heroes. This group of

-~ .
athletes were true pioneers
in bringing “the beautiful
game” to the area.

-

Thanks for the blast

from the past, and oh, to

have all that long, beauti-
ful hair again!
BUDDY KELLY
Chapel Hill

It’s time to fix the state health plan

ADAM LINKER

North Carolina now has an un-
precedented opportunity to fix its
broken State Health Plan.

The State Health Plan Blue Rib-
bon Task Force that recently con-
vened in Raleigh brings together
lawmakers, state officials and other
stakeholders to discuss ways to im-
prove the insurance plan that covers
more than 660,000 current and re-
tired state employees. And the group
faces formidable problems.

Former State Health Plan execu-
tive director George Stokes signed
a no-bid contract with Blue Cross
Blue Shield several years ago with-
out first consulting a lawyer. The
onerous terms of that contract
nearly bankrupted the State Health
Plan last year.

In the last session of the General
Assembly, a State Health Plan bail-
out bill was passed amid mounting
panic. The legislation was subject
to intense lobbying. Arms were
twisted. The untouchable Blue
Cross escaped untouched. Pharma-
cists and drug companies emerged
unscathed. State employees got
smacked with higher out-of-pocket
expenses and benefit cuts. That’s
where we are now.

The State Health Plan desper-
ately needs structural changes.

Lawmakers want to retain con-
trol over the plan because it consti-
tutes a significant chunk of the state

budget. But lawmakers have shown
a willingness to cave when special
interests apply pressure. Legisla-
tors are now meeting regularly to
get updates on State Health Plan
finances. But the interest of law-
makers is flecting; when the plan is
back on autopilot, legislative over-
sight likely will be sporadic. Then
another crisis will hit.

To maintain strong and con-
sistent oversight, the State Health
Plan should be moved to an inde-
pendent commission or to the exec-
utive branch. That is how it’s done
in most states.

Along with the impressive cost
sharing imposed on state employ-
ees in the State Health Plan bailout
bill, lawmakers also added down-
right bizarre wellness provisions
that will require all employees to
undergo random testing for nico-
tine use. The General Assembly ad-
opted these measures in a desperate
bid to save money. Now it’s clear
that the proposals are not likely to
save money. They are also intrusive
and unfair.

The idea is to test state employ-
ees for tobacco use. Workers who
are upfront about smoking will
have the chance to join a smoking-
cessation program or move to a less
generous insurance plan. All state
employees will be randomly tested
to ensure that everyone is telling
the truth about tobacco use. Origi-
nally, the State Health Plan said it

would do cheek swabs at work. Now
state employees will be required to
get a cheek swab at an offsite loca-
tion before or after work.

In two years, the state will start
charging more to obese employees
who do not meet body mass index
standards, although there are no
plans for random weight checks.

The Blue Ribbon Task Force
should kill the random-testing
idea. It is remarkably invasive. It
is also not cost-effective. No other
state does random testing of the
sort proposed in North Carolina
because it doesn’t make sense.

The idea of shifting overweight
employees into a new insurance
plan also should be nixed. The
State Health Plan is not going to
successfully bully people into slim-
ming down.

That leaves us with the smoking
provisions. The State Health Plan
could design a fair system that en-
courages employees to stop smoking.
We could ask state workers whether
they use tobacco products. Users
of tobacco products then could be
encouraged to join a smoking-ces-
sation program. If they decline the
smoking—cessation program, then
the State Health Plan could charge
an annual fee.

Any fees state employees are
charged for declining to join a smok-
ing-cessation program should be
adjusted according to income. The
State Health Plan could charge an

annual $150 fee to employees earn-
ing $30,000 per year and $500 to
employees earning $100,000. If at
some point during the year, the em-
ployee joined cessation counseling,
then the fee should be refunded.
Employees should not be fined for
smoking. They should only be fined
for not attempting to quit.

And under no circumstances
should a state employee move to a
new insurance plan as punishment
for violating wellness requirements.

These are only a few small steps
to fix the damage that already has
been done by the State Health Plan
bailout bill. There are better ways
to save money in the future. But
state employees are already suffering
from higher out-of-pocket expenses.
It is unconscionable to shift them
back and forth between insurance
plans and subject them to random
testing.

Administrators at the State
Health Plan do not make fairness
to state employees a top priority.
But state legislators represent the
people, not the State Health Plan.
They should rewrite the wellness
provisions, surrender control of the
State Health Plan and make recom-
mendations to strengthen benefits
for the public employees who make
our state great.

Adam Linker is a policy analyst
at the North Carolina Health Access
Coalition.

2009: Wall Street bounced back, Main Street got shafted

In September 2008, as the worst
of the financial crisis engulfed Wall
Street, George W. Bush issued a warn-
ing: “This sucker could go down.”
Around the same time, as Congress
hashed out a bailout bill, New Hamp-
shire Sen. Judd Gregg, the leading
Republican negotiator of the bill,
warned that “if we do not do this, the
trauma, the chaos and the disruption
to everyday Americans lives will be
overwhelming, and that’s a price we
can't afford to risk paying.”

In less than a year, Wall Street
was back. The five largest remaining
banks are today larger, their execu-
tives and traders richer, their strate-
gies of placing large bets with other
people’s money no less bold than
before the meltdown. The possibility
of new regulations emanating from
Congress has barely inhibited the
Street’s exuberance.

But if Wall Street is back on top,
the everyday lives of large numbers
of Americans continue to be subject
to overwhelming trauma, chaos and
disruption.

It is commonplace among poli-
cymakers to fervently and sincerely
believe that Wall Street’s financial
health is not only a precondition for
a prosperous real economy but that
when the former thrives, the latter
will necessarily follow. Few fictions
of modern economic life are more
assiduously defended than the cen-
tral importance of the Street to the
well-being of the rest of us, as has
been proved in 2009.

Inhabitants of the real econo-
my are dependent on the financial
economy to borrow money. But
their overwhelming reliance on

Wall Street is a relatively recent phe-
nomenon. Back when middle-class
Americans earned enough to be able
to save more of their incomes, they
borrowed from one another, largely
through local and regional banks.
Small businesses also did.

It’s easy to understand economic
policymakers being seduced by the
great flows of wealth created among
Wall Streeters, from whom they in-
variably seek advice. One of the basic
assumptions of capitalism is that any-
one paid huge sums of money must
be very smart.

But if 2009 has proved anything,
it’s that the bailout of Wall Street
didn’t trickle down to Main Street.
Mortgage delinquencies continue to
rise. Small businesses can’t get credit.
And people everywhere, it seems, are
worried about losing their jobs. Wall
Street is the only place where money
is lowing and pay is escalating. Top

executives and traders on the Street
will soon be splitting about $25 bil-
lion in bonuses (despite Goldman
Sachs’ decision, made with an eye
toward public relations, to defer bo-
nuses for its 30 top players).

The real locus of the problem was
never the financial economy to begin
with, and the bailout of Wall Street
was a sideshow. The real problem was
on Main Street, in the real economy.
Before the crash, much of America
had fallen deeply into unsustainable
debt because it had no other way to
maintain its standard of living. That’s
because for so many years almost all
the gains of economic growth had
been going to a relatively small num-
ber of people at the top.

President Obama and his eco-
nomic team have been telling Ameri-
cans we’ll have to save more in future
years, spend less and borrow less from
the rest of the world, especially from

China. This is necessary and inevi-
table, they say, in order to “rebalance”
global financial flows. China has
saved too much and consumed too
little, while we have done the reverse.

In truth, most Americans did not
spend too much in recent years rela-
tive to the increasing size of the over-
all American economy. They spent
too much only in relation to their de-
clining portion of its gains. Had their
portion kept up — had the people at
the top of corporate America, Wall
Street banks and hedge funds not
taken a disproportionate share — most
Americans would not have felt the
necessity to borrow so much.

The year 2009 will be remembered
as the year when Main Street got hit
hard. Don’t expect 2010 to be much
better — that is, if you live in the real
economy. The administration is tell-
ing Americans that jobs will return
next year, and we’ll be in a recovery.
I hope they’re right. But I doubt it.
Too many Americans have lost their
jobs, incomes, homes and savings.
That means most of us won’t have the
purchasing power to buy nearly all
the goods and services the economy
is capable of producing. And without
enough demand, the economy can’t
get out of the doldrums.

Aslong as income and wealth keep
concentrating at the top, and the great
divide between America’s have-mores
and have-lesses continues to widen,
the Great Recession won’t end — at
least not in the real economy.

Robert Reich was the nation’s 22nd
secretary of labor and is a professor at the
University of California at Berkeley. His
latest book is Supercapitalism.
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REAL ESTATE & CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED RATES $5.00/issue for up to 15 words. Words over 15: $0.35/word/issue.
Place your classified ad online until MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

107 CREST ST CARRBORO
$125,000 to $212,000 (depending on
buyer’s income.) Brand new green-
built 3BR, 2.5 bath two story home with
rocking chair front porch. Downstairs
master bedroom, spacious kitchen
with oak cabinets. Hardwood flooring
in LR, DR, and kitchen. Includes refrig-
erator, stove and dishwasher. Com-
munity Home Trust, 967-1545 x303 or
communityhometrust.org

1733 LEGION ROAD CHAPEL
HILL $80,000 to $105,000 (depend-
ing on buyer’s income.) SELLER TO
PAY $1,000 IN BUYER'S CLOSING
COSTS! Two bedroom, 2.5 bath, two
story townhome with open floorplan.
Private back deck with attached storage
room. 1,104 square feet, on the busline
and convenient to Eastgate, 15-501 and
1-40. Community Home Trust, 967-1545
x303 or communityhometrust.org

ARCADIA CO-HOUSING CUSTOM
HOME For Sale by original owner. 3
bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms, 1804 sf,
$399K. See www.arcadiacohousing.org
for photos and details. (919) 932-5910
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CHAPEL HILL RANCHER sits
atop a knoll in the Highland Woods

nhood. Full basement, gazebo,
wired shed. An amazing screened
porch w/vaulted ceiling overlooks
the wooded hillside. Imported tile in
kitchen & half-bath, hammered cop-
per vessel sink & an antique oak
mantle are a few of the unique fea-
tures in this home. $429,000 Weaver
Street Realty 929-5658

CUTEST, PERFECT LITTLE COT-
TAGE in town! Pine flooors, dar-
ling kitchen, open floorplan, and
a tucked-away bedroom. Upstairs,
you’ll discover the suprise bonus
room using the cool narrow stair-
way. Large secluded lot. Close-in
and only $189,000. Weaver Street
Realty 929-5658

LIVE SIMPLY in this 50’s bungalow
complete with well water for garden-
ing. Two blocks from downtown,
walk everywhere, grow your own on
the large lot & enjoy a small footprint.
Full basement for bikes, kayaks. Live
simply, simply move in. $250,000
Weaver Street Realty 929-5658

NEW GREEN HOMES IN
CARRBORO Want a brand
new home in Carrboro with net
zero energy costs for under
$300,000? Veridia Solar Com-
munity is selling now! Call 919-
923-1058. Bronwyn  Merritt,
Community Realty.

STEPS FROM BOLIN CREEK trail-
head. Cobblestone 4 bedroom tra-
ditional w/wood floors, dentil mold-
ing, eat-in kitchen & formal dining
room. Wrap-around porch, large
shed for storage, mature landscap-
ing. $313,500 Weaver Street Realty
929-5658

CONDOS FOR SALE

#

--"'r"': -
LAKEFRONT CONDO $84,900
Quiet living on Cedar lake. Unit com-
pletely renovated near 15-501 PNR
923-3295

g

SERVICES

GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Smart, ethical online marketing to
take it to the next level. www.prote-
adigital.com

HOMESELLERS Find outwhat the
home down the street sold for! Free
daily list of area home sales and cur-
rent listings. PropertiesintheTriangle.
com My Carolina Realty

QUALITY & CHARACTER to be
found in this renovated 1922 farm-
house on 5 ac in Carrboro. Artistic
renovation, soaring spaces, cus-
tom finishes, metal roof. Lot is a
open and wooded with a spring fed
creek. 1.5 mile drive to Farmers
Market! $537,777 Weaver Street
Realty 929-5658

RENOVATED CARRBORO
RANCH on a large lot with big
trees and fenced backyard. 3 bed-
rooms, studio room w/ sep entry,
wood floors, and updated bath-
room. Walking distance to down-
town. $216,000 Weaver Street Re-
alty 929-5658

Wholistic facials Cori Roth,
Licensed Esthetician(#E3914) &
Certified Dr. Hauschka Esthetician.
Offering facials featuring lymph
stimulation, aromatherapeutic
compresses, decollete massage
and treatments designed for spe-
cific skin conditions. Very healing
and relaxing. Contact: 919-933-
4748 or www.divinerose.com

LOST AND FOUND

LOST: My way. If you find it please
return by dropping it in the nearest
mail box.

ITEMS WANTED

WANTED: Peace, tranquility and
justice. No experience necessary.
Apply in person: Planet Earth, Milky
Way Galaxy.

FREE

WEB
LISTING!

Your classified ad will be
published on our high-traffic
website just as it appears
in our printed version.

School Briefs

Volunteers needed

School volunteers are needed
this spring at all age levels.

Volunteering would include
helping students an hour or two
each week for 10 weeks during a
semester, any time during the
school day, at all grade levels, in
a wide variety of curricula.

Programs Include: School
reading partners: Help begin-
ning readers practice reading
skills. Training is scheduled for
Jan. 26 or 28 from 5:30 to 9
p.m. Preregister at srp@chccs.
k12.nc.us or 967-8211, ext.
28336.

SMOKE
FROM PAGE |

“For the most part, people seem
to enjoy ita little bit better. . .. They
don’t have to have their niceties
dry cleaned every time they leave
the bar,” Collins said. “The work
environment is definitely better.”

Providing a healthier work
environment was in fact one of
the primary arguments made by
sponsors of the bill, which passed
in May.

But that’s a sticking point for
local business owner Adam Bliss.
He’s angry about the bill, and at
his local representatives for not ex-
empting his business.

Bliss owns Hookah Bliss, a bar
specializing in water pipes used to
smoke mostly fruity-flavored to-
baccos, on Franklin Street. While
a similar business, such as a cigar
bar, falls under an exemption from
the ban, Hookah Bliss does not.

Bliss fought the ban for months
by lobbying the legislacure and
trying to get help from state Sen.
Ellie Kinnaird, who represents
Orange County, but said he was
disappointed with what he felt was
a lack of support.

“They just never really gave me
a good answer for why we weren't

KINNAIRD
FROM PAGE |

Two years ago, Kinnaird
said she wanted to retire. She
decided against it after failing
to recruit a woman to run for
her seat. Her decision rankled
then-County Commissioner
Moses Carey, who had an-
nounced he would run for the
seat. The two engaged in a cor-
dial but competitive primary in
which Kinnaird won with 65
percent of the vote. She went
on to easily defeat Republican
Greg Bass in the fall.

ESL Volunteers: Help
K-12 students who are learn-
ing English during the school
day. Training is scheduled for
Jan. 27 or Feb. 4 from 5:30 to
9 p.m. Preregister at gmccay@
chees.k12.nc.us or 967-8211,
ext. 28339.

Coach Write: one-on-one
conferencing with students
to improve their writing
skills. Training is scheduled for
Jan. 11, Jan. 28 or Feb. 1 from
5:30 to 9 p.m. Preregister at
sphillips@chces.k12.nc.us or
967-8211, ext. 28369.

exempt,” Bliss said, adding that he
thought a more powerful lobby-
ing effort on the part of cigar bars
played a role.

He said he has no plans to shut
down his business, and plans to ac-
cept any fines that come his way.

“We're going to do business as
usual until we get a ticket,” he said,
“then we are going to do business
until we go to court.”

The Orange County Health
Department is responsible for
enforcing the ban, and Bliss
said he’s been frustrated with
department members’ responses
to his inquiries.

Orange County Health Direc-
tor Rosemary Summers said the
main goal of enforcement is edu-

In addition to working on
budget issues, Kinnaird said if
returned to Raleigh she wants
to work on alternative energy
and energy efliciency, improve
the work of state agencies for
families and youth, ensure
fairness in proposals for tax
reform and help complete a
statewide criminal-justice net-
work to track and prevent the
inadvertent release of danger-
ous criminals.

Kinnaird serves as co-chair
of the Senate Appropriations
Committee on Justice and
Public Safety and co-chair
of the Senate Mental Health

Blue Ribbon Mentor Ad-
vocate: Volunteer mentors are
paired with children to help
foster their academic, physical,
emotional and social potential.
Volunteers make a two-year,
two-hour-perweek commit
ment to a child. A 15 hour pre-
service training is scheduled for
March 18, 20 and 22. Pre-
register at gmeyer@chces.k12.
nc.us or 918-2170, ext. 24001.

Call 967-8211, ext. 28281
or email volunteer@chccs.k12.
nc.us for more information on
any volunteer opportunities.

Brandon Herndon pays
a visit to the newly
designated smoking
spot at The Cave.

cation, and that it is mostly com-
plaine-driven.

Violators of the ban will be ad-
vised on how to follow the letter of
the law, and then be given the op-
portunity to comply, before being
fined. After that, businesses could
be fined up to $200 a day.

As of Tuesday, four days after
the law went into effect, Sum-
mers said she hadn’t received any
complaints. She also said that if a
health department official saw a
violation, he or she could work to
enforce the law, but there was no
intent to seek out violators.

“There’s no health department
that has the staff to go out and
police, looking actively for viola-
tions,” she said.

and Youth Services commit-
tee. She is vice chair of the
Agriculture, Environment and
Natural Resources commit-
tees and serves on the Senate
Finance, Health Care and
Judiciary I committees. She is
a member of the Select Com-
mittee on Economic Recov-
ery, the State Energy Policy
Council, the Environmental
Review Commission and the
State Advisory Council on
Juvenile Justice and Delin-
quency Prevention.

Senate District 23 includes
all of Orange and Person
counties.

THE BIGGEST FISH IN THE WORLD, THE
WHALE SHARK CAN GROW TO &0 OR
MORE FEET IN LENGTH AND WEIGH UP
T 0 5 TONS g

THE GAPE OF THE ANIMAL'S MOUTH, WHICH
MAY BE 5 FEET, IS 50 LARGE THAT TWO
MEN COULD CROUCH INSIDE

THE LARGEST OF ALL SHARKS, THE
WHALE SHARK IS PERFECTLY HARMLESS...
T CAN BE FOUND IN MOST

e e

THIS BIG CREATURE FEEDS ON PLANKTON
3 AND SMALL SCHOOLING FISHES SUCH AS
SARDINES AND ANCHOVIES

PILOT FISH DART IN AND QUT OF ITE
GAPING JAW, SNATCHING SMALL
CRUSTACEANS FROM ITS GILL STRAINERS...

CARRBORO

Weaver Street Market

Harris Teeter
The ArtsCenter

Amanté Gourmet Pizza

Milltown
Carrburritos

Piedmont Health Services

Midway Barber Shop
VisArt Video
Carolina Fitness
Looking Glass Café

Carrboro Business Coop
Orange County Social Club
Speakeasy — Greensboro &

Main
Weaver Street Realty

Carrboro Family Vision

Century Center
Great Clips
Cybrary

Capelli’s

EImo’s Diner
Spotted Dog

Nice Price Books
Carrboro Town Hall

Carrboro Town Commons

Cliff’s Meat Market
PTA Thriftshop
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BUT IT 15 SELDOM SEEN, EXCEPT PERHAPS
WHEN BASKING AT THE SURFACE

B Because OF IT5 SIZE IT 16 USUALLY IS
™= ACCOMPANIED BY A HOST OF SMALL
- — "HANGERS-ON"

FIND FOOD AND
PROTECTION IN
COMPANIONSHIP
WITH THE SLow~ §
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WHERE CANIFIND MY CITIZEN?

Calvander Food Mart

Carrboro Mini Mart

Southern Rail

Open Eye Cafe

Carrboro Branch Library

The Beehive

Auto Logic

Reservoir

Johnny’s

Carolina Cleaners Laundromat
(Willow Creek)

Crescent Green Assisted Living

Jones Ferry Rd Park & Ride

CARRBORO PLAZA
Carrboro Plaza Park & Ride
North American Video

Tar Heel Tobacco

Super Suds

UPS Store

Curves

Wingman

WHITE CROSS AREA
Harry’s Market

Fiesta Grill

White Cross BP

White Cross Shell

Express Lane

CHAPEL HILL

Café Driade

SOUTH

HILLSBOROUGH

DOWNTOWN

Caribou Coffee/downtown

Visitors Center

Jiffy Lube

Job Development Center

Sandwhich/The Courtyard

West Franklin town racks (near
Chapel Hill Cleaners)

Internationalist Books

Franklin Hotel

Ham’s Restaurant

Time Out

East Franklin town racks (near
Subway)

Courthouse Alley town racks

North Columbia St. town racks
(at bus stop)

UNC Campus

UNC Student Union

Bullshead Bookshop

Davis Library / UNC

UNC Family Medicine

Carolina Inn

EAST
Chapel Hill Post Office/Estes
Caribou Coffee/

Franklin at Estes

Siena Hotel

Whole Foods

Village Plaza

Borders Books

Harris Teeter / University Mall
University Mall / Kerr Drugs
Phydeaux

Owen’s 501 Diner
Bruegger’s Bagels/Eastgate
Chapel Hill Public Library
Food Lion/Ram’s Plaza
Chamber Of Commerce

NORTH

Hunan Chinese Restaurant
Chapel Hill Senior Center
Southern Human Services
Carol Woods

Bagels on the Hill
Eubanks Rd. Park & Ride
That Coffee Place

Cup a Joe

Margaret’s Cantina
Aquatic Center

Chapel Hill Mini Mart

N.C. Botanical Garden
Covenant House
15-501 South Park & Ride

GOVERNOR'’S CLUB

Bean & Barrel/ Governor’s
Village

Carolina Meadows/Café

Tarantini

MEADOWMONT

UNC Weliness Center

Brixx Pizza

Cafe Carolina

The Cedars

Young Simpson Underwood
Friday Center Park & Ride
Courtyard Marriott

Amanté Pizza — Falconbridge

SOUTHERN VILLAGE
La Vita Dolce

Park & Ride bus stop

Market Square

FEARRINGTON AREA
Mclintyre’s Books

Fearrington House Inn
Galloway Ridge

Weaver Street Market
Andy’s

Maple View Farms

Visitors Center

Orange County Senior Center
Orange County Public Library
Cup a Joe / outside box
Daniel Boone Shopping Center
Sportsplex

Durham Tech/student lounge
UNC Family Medicine

PITTSBORO

Pittshoro General Store
Suntrust Bank (outside)
Chatham Marketplace
Pittsboro Public Library
Carolina Brewery
Pittsboro Family Medicine

CHATHAM CROSSING

Torrero’s Restaurant

Chatham Crossing Medical
Center

Lowes Foods / outside box
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Sweeps of broomstraw color some of the fields at Mason Farm.

FLORA
FROM PAGE |

The one | believe is
most commonly used
for broom-making is
old-field broomstraw, or
broomsedge, Andropogon
virginicus. We walked out
into Wayne's front yard
and discovered he had
two different species right
there. Wayne was dis-
paraging of his front-yard
broom because it wasn't
as tall as what was grow-
ing in an adjacent field.
| guessed that he had
mowed his yard midway
during the summer, which
he acknowledged, and that
accounted for his native
broom grass being shorter
than the unmowed near-
by field.

Broomstraw is a native
grass, and native grasses
generally grow actively
during the warm months
of the year. It is in sharp
contrast to the popular
lawn-turf exotic fescue, a
cool-season grass, which
prefers cooler growing
conditions. Broomstraw
begins to really express it-
self in the mid-summer and
doesn't become noticeable
until it begins to shoot up
in August and September
and sports those delicate
plume-like seeds in Oc-
tober and November. If
mowed in late summer; it
never quite catches up with
its unmowed neighbor:

It is one of the pioneer
native species to appear
in an abandoned field and
it can hold on for several

PHOTO BY KEN MOORE

years before other peren-
nials and shrubs and trees
begin to move in, the clas-
sic “old-field succession” of
ecology texts.

Beginning in October
and continuing well into
the following springtime,
broad sweeps of copper-
reddish broomstraw across
the native landscape are a
beautiful sight to behold.

Next time you are out
walking, pause from time
to time to discover subtle
differences and be appre-
ciative of the old-timers
who utilized those wild
grasses to keep clean their
hearths and yards.

I'm very proud of the
broom | made under
Wayne's tutelage, and |
have it proudly displayed
next to my back door.

From the mouths of babes, 1977

ear reader, permit me the indulgence of sharing an old image
from the Lauterer family album that speaks to our times. In this
new year and new decade, who better than a wise 8-year-old to
offer advice for the future? Back in 1977, | had just taught Selena
how to ride her bike, a process with many ups and downs. As
the little girl, scraped but happy, snuggled into bed with Max the Cat, she con-
cluded drowsily, “Sometimes life is like learning to ride a bike — you just gotta
keep pedaling — no matter what!”
So Happy New Year, y'all — and keep on pedaling.

A THOUSAND WORDS
BY JOCK LAUTERER

Do you have an important old photo that you value? Send your 300 dpi scan
Y tojock@email.unc.edu and include the story behind the picture. Because
1 every picture tells a story. And its worth? A thousand words.

As of January 2, 2010, all indoor areas
of NC restaurants and bars are smoke-free.

www.smokefree.nc.gov

G.S. 130A-497

| serving Carrboro,
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uise Barnum
919.270.3240 (cell)
919.929.5658 (office)

louise@weaverstreetrealty.com

proudly presents

Veridia...
Cammboro’s Newest

Green Community

Designed by Giles Blunden
Solar, sustainable, convenient and affordable
2-3 bedroom homes under $300K

Community Realty

Real Estate with a Real Purpose

205 W. Weaver St.
919-932-1990

SIDEWALK

SALE

anuary 8, 9, 10

SAVINGS OF UP |
TO 75% OFF

UNIVERSITY

MALL

201 S Estes Drive | Chapel Hill, NC | 919.967.6934

www. UniversitcyMalINC.com | www.facebook.com/UniversityMall



