
Free

This Weekend
Friday 
Overcast 
41/32

saTurday 
Partly Cloudy 
47/36

sunday 
60% Chance of Rain 
56/49

‘Find the Pie’ 
contest 
See page 3
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There are many uses for Fraser firs.

PhOTO By keN MOORe

Fraser firs 
deserve better

W
ith ally Clay hud-
son, I am in dead-
heat competition 
with other “tree 
ferriers” to deliver 

the greatest number of or-
phaned Christmas trees to Diana 
Steele’s Willow hill Preschool. 
For years, Diana has inspired 
energetic curbside rescuing of 
discarded trees, mostly native 
North Carolina Fraser firs, Abies 
fraseri. 

Under Diana’s supervision, 
these trees eventually settle into 
meandering brush piles in the 
woodlands containing her magi-
cal gardens and preschoolers’ 
discovery ground.

The former magnificent North 
Carolina high-altitude evergreen 
Fraser fir forests, described as 
“Christmas Tree Land” by B.W. 
Wells in The Natural Gardens 
of North Carolina, are much 
diminished now by the exotic 
balsam wooly adelgid insect pest. 
I remember being awed back in 
1967 by the solid blue-green Fra-
ser fir ridgetops along the Blue 
Ridge Parkway’s highest eleva-
tions west of Asheville. Those 
ridgetops today are steep-sloped 
deserts of giant dead stems of 
the former magnificent firs. 

Today we see Fraser firs 
mostly as Christmas tree farm 
crops in our western counties. 
Though helping the economy 
of the region, those farms don’t 
replace the magnificence of the 
former Fraser fir forests. 

Unfortunately, much of the 
Christmas tree production 
depends upon heavy pesticide 
and herbicide use with resulting 
toxic runoff. A bright side is that 
some farms are now moving 
toward pollution-free organic 
operations. 

See  FLOra PAGe 10

FLORA By Ken Moore

Longtime community activist and civil rights lawyer Ashley Osment was presented the Dr. Martin Luther king Jr. Community 
Service Award at services at First Baptist Church in Chapel hill. Osment is a senior attorney for the UNC School of Law 
Center for human Rights located in Carrboro.  PhOTO By JOCk LAUTeReR

Carrboro 
loses Barnes 
street case
 CArrBoro  — Northwest Prop-
erty Group, which wants to build a 
shopping center at the intersection 
of Jones Ferry Road and Barnes 
Street, has won an appeal in its case 
against the Town of Carrboro.

In September 2007, the devel-
oper sued after the town approved 
its development but limited access 
to Barnes Street to emergency ve-
hicles due to concerns about safety 
at the intersection. In a suit heard 
in April 2009, Northwest argued 
that the town’s condition, which 
effectively killed the project, was 
not backed up by a finding of fact 
on the traffic and safety concerns.

The board of aldermen had sided 
with residents on Barnes Street and 
the adjacent neighborhood who 
said the intersection was already 
unsafe and a store entrance and exit 
would make it even more so.

In a 2-1 decision handed down 
in late December, the state Court 
of Appeals ruled that the trial court 
had erred in finding in favor of the 
town. In its 48-page ruling, the 
court said the town had not pre-
sented sufficient facts to back up its 
case that the intersection would be 
unsafe.

Town officials, who declined to 
comment because the case involves 
pending litigation, are expected to 
discuss next steps in the case in the 
next few weeks. The town could 
appeal the decision to the North 
Carolina Supreme Court. 

— From Staff Reports

Community celebrates MLK

a little school with a big heart

By BeTh MeChuM 
Staff Writer

While most of the community 
took the day off, more than 100 citi-
zens gathered on a chilly morning in 
front of the Chapel Hill Post Office, 
or Justice Plaza, as speakers, present-
ers and musicians made their way to 
the podium to express their thank-
fulness for the memory of Martin 
Luther King Jr. and the spirit shown 
by their community.

Rev. Robert Campbell was one of 
the many speakers Monday morn-
ing who charged those in attendance 

with the task of bringing a change in 
their social lives.

“We must be the voice of eco-
nomic justice,” he said. “We must 
act with compassion and love.”

Music was provided by the Faith 
Tabernacle Oasis of Love, and mem-
bers of the Carrboro and Chapel Hill 
branches of the NAACP also spoke.

Michelle Laws, president of the 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro Branch 
NAACP, reminded those prepar-
ing to march down Franklin Street 
that they weren’t on their way to 
a funeral and should be “fired up, 
ready to go.”

Rally participants organized 
themselves for the march to First 
Baptist Church as the sun finally 
began providing warmth, and, 
with children leading the way, 
blazed down the street at a pace 
more suited for a trot than a march.

With every possible seat and 
much of the floor space of the 
church filled, the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day Worship Service Pro-
gram was ushered in with song by 
the Community Church of Chapel 
Hill Universalist Choir.

See MLK PAGe 9

By KaTe GriesMann
Staff Writer

 CHAPeL HILL — For the last two years, 
Nakeizha Robinson, 11, has missed 
more days of school than she attended. 
Instead of sitting in math class or going 
to lunch, three days a week Nakeizha, a 
sixth-grader from Greenville with end-
stage kidney disease, could be found 
hooked up to a dialysis machine. 

On those days, about halfway through 
the three-hour treatments, Karen Weath-
erly, a UNC Hospital School teacher, 
would stop in to work with Nakeizha. 
As other patients in the room dozed or 
watched television, the pair practiced the 
same concepts that Nakeizha’s class was 
covering, helping her stay on top of her 
schoolwork even in her absence.

The UNC Hospital School, founded 
in 1965, provides instruction and assis-
tance to more than 2000 students with 
serious medical issues each year. Funded 
by the Chapel Hill-Carrboro School 
District, the N.C. Department of Edu-
cation and UNC Hospitals, the school is 
largely unknown to people in the com-
munity, but affects the lives of children 
across the state. 

See sChOOL PAGe 8

UNC hospital School teacher karen Weatherly spends some time in the pediatric ICU with her student Nakeizha Robinson, 
who is recovering from kidney transplant surgery. Robinson, who will turn 12 later this month, was born with chronic kidney 
disease and has needed to go to the hospital three days a week for dialysis for the past two years. Weatherly has worked with 
Nakeizha to keep her on grade level, teaching her during her dialysis treatments. Fortunately, a kidney became available to 
Robinson, and she received the transplant last week. PhOTO By AvA BARLOW

in an uncertain economy, towns navigate changes
By KirK rOss
Staff Writer

For the past two years, as officials 
in Chapel Hill and Carrboro have be-
gun working up their respective bud-
gets, the game has been to tread water 
through cost cutting and putting off 
major projects and expenditures.

As southern Orange County con-
tinues to post anemic growth num-
bers and stubbornly high unemploy-
ment, leaders in both towns profess 
caution. But this year, out of necessi-
ty and opportunity, both towns will 
try to forge ahead a bit.

Bare necessities
For Carrboro Town Manager 

Steve Stewart, the biggest necessity 
is getting the soon-to-be-completed 
Fire Station 2 — the largest con-
struction project in the town’s his-
tory — up and running.

“We’ve got our work cut out for us,” 

Stewart said in a recent interview. “It 
promises to be a difficult budget year.”

Stewart said the town remains in 
a “soft freeze” on hiring and has de-
layed purchases of major equipment. 
He’s also relied on the town’s em-
ployees to find ways to cut costs.

But the costs of operating the 
new Homestead Road facility and 
hiring three more firefighters will 
put a drag on finances. The station 
is expected to be completed later this 
year. The town has spread out the 
hiring and training of the new fire 
crew over the past few years. Hiring 
three more firefighters over the next 
year should bring the crew to full-

strength by spring.
Stewart said federal and state 

grant money, which helped the town 
defray some of the cost of the new 
positions in the past, may be avail-
able, but as yet nothing is definite.

“We’ve got that expense,” he said 
of the new personnel, “plus the ex-
pense of a brand-new building.”

Another big-ticket item affect-
ing the town this year will be the 
reconstruction of Weaver Street and 
a possible state-mandated increase in 
retirement contributions. 

Stewart said the town is likely to 
go “slow and steady” on the Weaver 
Street project.

Revenue projections, particularly 
sales taxes, do not appear to be re-
covering. Stewart expects to draft 
another lean budget. He noted that 
the gloomy 9.3 percent drop in sales-
tax revenues he projected last year 
turned out to be fairly accurate.

This year’s budget, he said, will be 
much the same as last year’s. “We’re 
going to be very cautious and only 
do what we absolutely have to do,” 
Stewart said.

Opportunity knocks
Chapel Hill Town Manager 

Roger Stancil said the town’s quick 
action to throttle back in the fall of 
2008 continues to pay dividends. 
He said the money saved by cutting 
back early not only helped fill a gap 
in the current year’s budget but set 
the town up to take advantage of fi-
nancing opportunities this year.

See eCOnOMy PAGe 5
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thursday jan 21
Blue Bayou: West	trinity.	9pm.	
Free

Carrboro Century Center: 
resound.	noon

the Cave: earLy:	amy	alley	
Late:	Vintage	Fresh

General store Cafe: tony	Galiani	
band.	7-9pm

Local 506: Jason	Webley,	billy	
sugarfix.	9:30pm

friday jan 22
artsCenter: Lucy	Kaplansky.	
8:30pm.	$20

Blue Bayou: da	Muthas.	9:30pm.	
$8/$10

Cat’s Cradle: 	the	Last	Waltz	
ensemble.	9:30pm.	$10/$12

the Cave: 	earLy:	Pegan	hellcats	
Late:	Lizzy	ross

General store Cafe: Coty	
hogue.	8-10:30pm

harry’s Market: Gregory	blaine.	
7-9pm

Local 506: the	Farewell	drifters,	
Michael	Ford	Jr	and	the	apache	re-
lay,	allen	thompson.	9pm.	$8/$10

nightlight: Caltrop,	us	Christmas,	
Curtains	of	night.	10pm

Open Eye Cafe: Paul	edelman.	
8pm

saturday jan 23
Blue Bayou: too	Much	Fun.	
9:30pm.	$6/$8

Cat’s Cradle: 	haiti	earthquake	
benfit	with	the	Moaners,	terry	Mc-
inturff,	new	town	drunks,	Charles	
Pettee,	Puritan	rodeo,	hWyL,	Kitty	
box	and	the	Johnnys.	6pm.	$10

the Cave: 	earLy:	the	Lowbots	
Late:	the	Mercators,	bobby’s	Fever

General store Cafe: the	belfast	
boys.	8-10:30pm

horace Williams house: Pari-
sian	baroque.	8pm.	$15

Local 506: Matt	hires,	Jason	Cas-
tro,	Caitlin	Crosby.	9pm.	$10

nightlight: Cantwell	Gomez	and	
Jordan,	Whatever	brains,	birds	and	
arrows.	10pm

Open Eye Cafe: acoustic	Garage.	
8pm

sunday jan 24
the Cave: 	the	screaming	Cray-
ons,	Philip	henry	Mancuso.	8pm.	$5

Local 506: six	Foot	orchard.	
9:30pm.	Free

MusiC	CaLendar

carrborocitizen.com

read us online

carrborocitizen.com

spOtLiGht 

haiti BEnEfit at Cat’s CradLE
Cat’s	Cradle	will	host	a	benefit	for	haiti	this	saturday.	
the	show	starts	at	6	p.m.	and	the	last	performer	goes	
on	at	midnight.	in	order,	the	acts	are	Kitty Box and 
the johnnys, hWyL, puritan rodeo, Charles 
pettee, new town drunks, terry Mcinturff and 
friends	and	the Moaners

Puritan	rodeo	will	still	be	performing	at	the	Pickled	on-
ion	in	raleigh	later	that	night	at	10:30.

half	of	the	proceeds	will	be	going	to	doctors	Without	
borders	and	half	to	the	red	Cross.

MoVies	We	suggest	you	call	ahead	for	exact	show	times

ChELsEa thEatEr
timberlyne, 1129 Weaver 
dairy road, 968-3005

the	imaginarium	of	doctor	Par-
nassus;	a	single	Man;	the	young	
Victoria,	broken	embraces

CarOLina thEatrE 
Of durhaM
309 W Morgan st., 560-3030

(1/22-28)	broken	embraces,	nightly	
at	7:10,	9:30	p.m.,	sat	and	sun	
matinees	at	2:10,	4:35	p.m.;	the	
road,	nightly	at	7	p.m.,	sat	and	sun	
matinees	at	2	p.m.;	the	imaginarium	
of	doctor	Parnassus,	nightly	at	9:15	
p.m.,	sat	and	sun	matinees	at	4:15	
p.m.

thE LuMina
southern Village, 932-9000

the	book	of	eli;	it’s	Complicated;	
Leap	year;	sherlock	holmes;	the	
spy	next	door

rEGaL tiMBErLynE 6
120 Banks drive, 933-8600

the	book	of	eli;	Leap	year;	the	
Lovely	bones;	sherlock	holmes;	the	
spy	next	door;	youth	in	revolt

Varsity thEatEr
123 East franklin st., 967-8865

Casablanca;	Planet	51;	2012

Film Schedule  
January 22-28, 2010

Broken Embraces
Nightly at 7:10 & 9:30 pm
Sat & Sun Matinees at 2:10 & 4:35 pm

The Road        
Nightly at 7:00 pm
Sat & Sun Matinees at 2:00 pm

Imaginarium Of Dr Parnassus    
Nightly at 9:15 pm
Sat & Sun Matinees at 4:15 pm

309 West Morgan St. Downtown Durham
www.carolinatheatre.org | 919.560.3030

Durham’s Historic Movie Palace

fr 1/22 the last waltz 
ensemble playing the 
music of bob dylan and

the band**($10/$12)

sa 1/23 haiti earthquake 
benefit

the moaners, the 
bipolar bears, kick 

the future, new town 
drunks and more**($10) 6pm show

tu 1/26  flicker
local short films

fr 1/29 cosmic charlie
(grateful dead covers)**($6/$8)

sa 1/30 urban 
sophisticates, the 

beast, inflowential, 
kaze**($10/$12)

tu 2/2 and we 2/3 
**($22; 2-day pass $40)

citizen cope two shows!
fr 2/5 toubab krewe**($14/$16)

sa 2/6 bob marley birthday 
celebration 

mickey mills and steel, 
jam rock, dub addis, 

truth and rights**($15/$20; $3 
discount for unc students)

tu 2/9 jonathan 
richman**($10/$12)

         th 2/11 brandi carlile
w/amy ray's rock show

fr 2/12 john brown’s body
w/giant panda guerilla dub 
squad and vintage fresh**($15)

sa 2/13 nc comedy arts 
festival eddie brill,

mike macrae**

su  2/14  the foreign 
exchange**($20 or special couples 

rate: $36 pair)

mo 2/15 tortoise
w/disappears**($15)

fr 2/19 swaso
w/violet vector & the lovely 

lovelies, the guns of el 
borracho**

sa 2/20 nc comedy arts 
festival

mc frontalot**

tu 2/23**($14/$16)
cage the elephant 

w/as tall as lions, morning 
teleportation

we 2/24 
clientele, vetiver**($13/$15)

th 2/25 state radio
w/big d and the kids table, 

cobalt and the hired 
guns**($15)

fr 2/26 sam bush 
band**($20/$23)

su 2/28**($16/$18) 
north mississippi  

all-stars w/city champs
we 3/3 copeland

w/i can make a mess like 
nobody's business, person 

l, deas vail**($14/$16)

sa 3/6 rogue wave**($14/$16)

fr 3/12 kickin grass band, 
adrienne young**

sa 3/13**($10/$12)
the low anthem

th 3/18**($10/$12)
the black lips 

w/ibox elders
tu 3/23 rx bandits

w/the builders and the 
butchers and zechs 

marquise**($14/$16)

th 3/25 the xx w/jj**($14/$16)

mo 3/29  king khan
& the shrines w/the fresh 
and onlys**($14/$16) on sale 1/22

tu 3/30 major lazer
w/rusko**($15/$17)

fr 4/2 the big pink
w/a place to bury 
strangers**($13/$15)

sa 4/3**($12/$14) midlake

su 4/4**($14/$16) yeasayer
mo 4/5**($13/$15)

ted leo and the 
pharmacists 

w/screaming females and pink 
flag

we 4/7 the manchester 
orchestra w/the 

features, biffy clyro and 
o'brother**($14/$17)
on sale 1/21

tu 4/13**($12/$14) thermals
w/past lives

th 4/22 needtobreathe
w/will hoge and

matt hires**($15/$18)

mo 4/26**($10/$12) quasi
sa 5/1**($12/$14)

beach house 
w/washed out

su 5/2**($17/$20)
the english beat

catscradle.com H 919.967.9053 H 300 e. main street
* * a s t e r i s k s  d e n o t e  a d v a n c e  t i c k e t s  @  s c h o o l k i d s  r e c o r d s  i n  r a l e i g h ,  c d  a l l e y  i n  c h a p e l  h i l l 
order tix online at etix.com  H   we serve carolina brewery beer on tap!H   we are a non-smoking club

th 2/25

state 
radio

tu 3/30

major 
lazer

carolina theatre  (durham)
th 3/25  joanna newsom

local 506  (chapel hill)
fr 1/29  those darlins
w/pine hill haints and 
violet vector and the 

lovely lovelies
sa 3/6  jenny owen 

youngs, bess rogers, 
allison weiss

we 3/17  fruit bats
w/blue giant (ex-viva voce)

th 3/25  shearwater
w/wye oak and 
hospital shipes

the artscenter  (carrboro)

su 2/14  joseph arthur 
su 2/14  ben sollee/
daniel martin 

moore 
(dear companion tour)

sa 3/13  over the rhine

dpac  (durham)

sa 3/27  wilco sold out

Also
presentinG

sold out

tu 2/2 we 2/3

citizen 
cope

two shows!!

tu 2/9

jonathan 
richman

fr 1/22

last waltz ensemble

Open Eye Cafe: tad	dreis	
brunch	show.	noon

university Methodist Church: 
“ain’t	i	a	Woman”	with	Womens	
Voice	Chorus.	3pm.	$15	adults/$5	
students	

Open Eye Cafe: tad	dreis	
brunch	show.	noon

MOnday jan 25
the Cave: 	Late;	boy	Genius,	
Western	div.	$5

Local 506: arielle	bryant,	nathan	
asher.	9:30pm.	Free

tuEsday jan 26
Cat’s Cradle: 	Flicker.	8:30pm.	$3

Community Realty proudly presents

Veridia…
Carrboro’s Newest
Green Community
Designed by Giles Blunden

Solar, sustainable, convenient and affordable
2-3 bedroom homes under $300K

Community Realty
Real Estate with a Real Purpose

205 W. Weaver St.
919-932-1990

CommunityRealtync.com

the Cave: 	Late:		the	duplicators

Local 506: o’	God	the	White	
Whale,	Jokes	and	Jokes	and	Jokes,	
rhetoric.	9:30pm.	Free

WEdnEsday jan 27
the Cave: 	earLy:	Moonfisher.	$5	
Late:	bums	Lie,	Last	year’s	Men.	$5

Local 506: the	entrance	band,	
Lights.	9:30pm.	$10

thursday jan 28
Blue Bayou: exxon	Valdez	trio.	
9pm.	Free

Carrboro Century Center: 
Kevin	Van	sant.	noonthe Cave: 	
earLy:	Matt	Lee	Late:	triple	over-
head	Cam,	Mother	Jackson.	$5

General store Cafe: Marie	Van-
derbeck	Quartet.	7-9pm

Local 506: Colossus,	zardoz,	Mo-
rose	Vitality.	10pm.	$5

friday jan 29
Blue Bayou: Lockdown	blues	band.	
9:30pm.	$6/$8

Cat’s Cradle: 	Cosmic	Charlie.	
9:30pm.	$10/$12

the Cave: 	earLy:	anniversary	
Club,	trunks	and	tales.	$5	Late:	
Killer	Filler,	blood	red	river

General store Cafe: the	drown-
ing	Lovers.	8-10:30pm

harry’s Market: Puritan	rodeo.	
7-9pm

Local 506: those	darlins,	Pine	hill	
haints,	Violet	Vector	and	the	Lovely	
Lovelies.		9pm.	$7/$8

Open Eye Cafe: the	honey	
dewdrops.	8pm

saturday jan 30
artsCenter: Justin	townes	earle,	
dawn	Landes.	8:30pm.	$16

Blue Bayou: Jacob	Johnson	band.	
9:30pm.	$8/$10

Cat’s Cradle: 	the	urban	sophis-
ticates,	Kaze,	inflowential,	the	beast.	
9:30pm.	$6/$8

the Cave: 	earLy:	Paul	edelman	

&	Jangling	sparrows.	Late:	Jo	Gore	
and	the	alternative,	highway	54

General store Cafe: Leroy	
savage	and	the	bottom	Feeders.	
8-10:30pm.	$5

Local 506: Minor	stars,	transpor-
tation,	devries.	10pm.	$5

nightlight: soft	Company,	road-
side	Graves.	10pm

Open Eye Cafe: Mandolin	or-
ange.	8pm

MandOLin OranGE 
Open Eye Cafe 
saturday, january 30



The Carrboro CiTizen	 News	 ThUrSDaY, JanUarY 21, 2010 3

Kenneth P. Strong
Kenneth	P.	Strong,	long-

time	PlayMakers	Repertory	
Company	actor	and	dramatic	arts	
professor	at	his	alma	mater,	the	
University	of	North	Carolina	at	
Chapel	Hill,	died	Jan.	12,	2010	
after	a	long	battle	with	cancer.

He	had	appeared	with	Play-
Makers,	UNC’s	professional	the-
ater	company	in	residence,	since	
1979,	having	been	in	more	than	
50	productions.	Most	recently,	
he	was	seen	in	Pericles,	Amadeus	
and	as	the	Aviator	in	PlayMakers’	
2007	holiday	production	of	The 
Little Prince.	Strong	is	also	re-
membered	for	roles	in	God’s Man 
in Texas,	King Lear,	Art	and	Death 
of a Salesman,	among	others.

Ray	Dooley,	PlayMakers	
company	member	and	professor	
in	UNC’s	department	of	dramatic	
art,	said	Strong	“radiated	love	to	
everybody	that	knew	him.	When	
the	history	of	PlayMakers	is	writ-
ten,	he	will	hold	a	place	of	honor.”	

Strong	appeared	on	Broadway	
in	Inherit the Wind	with	George	
C.	Scott,	Off-Broadway	in	Easter	
with	the	New	York	theater	com-
pany	Naked	Angels,	as	Atticus	in	
To Kill a Mockingbird	at	Syracuse	
Stage	and	as	Mitch	in	the	Inti-
man	Theatre	(Seattle)	production	
of	A Streetcar Named Desire.

He	also	was	seen	on	television	
shows	including	“Law	&	Order,”	
“Matlock,”	“In	the	Heat	of	the	
Night”	and	“Spin	City.”	Strong	
also	appeared	in	films,	including	
Cold	Sassy	Tree.	

Strong	earned	a	bachelor’s	de-
gree	in	1979	and	a	master’s	in	fine	
arts	in	1983,	both	from	UNC.	He	
was	a	native	of	Fayetteville,	N.C.,	
where	Bo	Thorp,	artistic	director	
of	Cape	Fear	Regional	Theatre,	
asked	him	to	found	a	theater	
school	in	conjunction	with	Cape	
Fear.	He	named	it	THE	STU-
DIO	and	set	about	the	business	
of	teaching	and	shaping	young	
lives,	which	he	went	on	to	do	as	

EDITORIAL  editor@carrborocitizen.com

ADVERTISING  marty@carrborocitizen.com 942-2100 ext. 2

CLASSIfIED & REAL ESTATE
carrborocitizen.com/classifieds 919-942-2100, 8:30-3 M-F 
Classifieds deadline is midnight Tuesday.

SuBSCRIPTIONS
The Carrboro Citizen is free to pick up at our many locations 
throughout Carrboro, Chapel Hill, Pittsboro and Hillsborough. 
Subscriptions are also available via first class mail and are $78 per 
year. Send a check to The Citizen, Post Office Box 248, Carrboro, 
N.C. 27510. Visa/Mastercard are also accepted. Please contact 
Anne Billings at 919-942-2100 for credit card orders.

ONLINE carrborocitizen.com/main     Updated every Thursday.

hOw TO REACh uS
The Carrboro Citizen 942-2100
P.O. Box 248  942-2195 (FAX)
309 Weaver St., Suite 300 
Carrboro, NC 27510

Blood needed
Recent	bad	weather	across	the	country	on	the	heels	of	

the	holiday	season	has	drastically	decreased	the	Red	Cross’	
blood	supply	in	its	Carolinas	Region.	Type	O	negative	and	
type	B	negative	blood	supplies	have	dropped	to	emergency	
levels,	and	help	is	needed.	Since	type	O	negative	blood	
can	be	used	for	any	patient	when	there	is	not	time	to	
determine	the	patient’s	blood	type,	it	is	crucial	to	have	a	
sufficient	supply.	

The	next	blood	drives	will	be	Monday	and	Tuesday,	
Jan.	25	and	26,	from	noon	to	5	p.m.	at	the	Great	Hall	in	
the	student	union	on	the	UNC	Campus.	Sign	up	to	give	at	
unc.givesblood.org	

There	also	will	be	a	drive	on	Sunday,	Jan.	31	from	noon	
to	4:30	p.m.	at	New	Sharon	United	Methodist	Church	on	
New	Sharon	Church	Road	in	Hillsborough.

Blood	can	be	safely	donated	every	56	days.	Most	
healthy	people	aged	17	and	older,	or	16	with	parental	con-
sent,	who	weigh	at	least	110	pounds	are	eligible	to	donate	
blood	and	platelets.	Donors	who	are	18	and	younger	must	
also	meet	specific	height	and	weight	requirements.	

For	more	information	or	to	locate	a	nearby	blood	drive,	
visit	redcrossblood.org

felony charges leveled
On	Friday,	Jan.	15,	Chapel	Hill	Police	investigators	

charged	Corey	Scott	Shepherd	of	Wake	Forest	with	19	
counts	of	felony	breaking	and	entering,	one	count	of	
felony	larceny	and	20	counts	of	misdemeanor	damage	
to	property.	Shepherd	was	arrested	at	Chapel	Hill	Police	
headquarters	and	is	suspected	in	a	rash	of	area	business	
break-ins	that	have	occurred	in	recent	months.			

Chapel	Hill	investigators	worked	with	investigators	
from	the	Carrboro,	Durham	and	Hillsborough	police	
departments,	as	well	as	the	Chatham	County	Sheriff’s	
Office,	after	each	jurisdiction	experienced	a	series	of	over-
night	smash-and-grab	break-ins.	Shepherd	was	released	on	
a	$43,000	unsecured	bond	and	made	his	first	appearance	
in	court	on	Tuesday.			

Route adjustments for Chapel hill Transit
Chapel	Hill	Transit	implemented	a	schedule	adjustment	

to	the	F	route	(p.m.	only)	on	Tuesday,	Jan.	19.	Additional	
afternoon	trips	also	will	be	added,	starting	at	2:45	p.m.	

The	bus	stop	at	the	Newman	Center	will	be	closed	for	
about	18	months	due	to	construction	on	Pittsboro	Street.	
A	temporary	bus	stop	is	at	210	Pittsboro	St.	(News	Servic-
es	Building)	near	the	intersection	with	Cameron	Avenue.	

The	right	lane	of	Pittsboro	Street	from	beyond	the	tem-
porary	bus	stop	to	McCauley	Street	is	closed.	The	left	lane	
will	remain	open.	Chapel	Hill	Transit	routes	may	experi-
ence	delays	as	a	result	of	the	lane	closure.	CHT	is	advising	
customers	to	expect	delays	and	to	allow	extra	travel	time.	

For	questions	about	the	route	change,	call	a	CHT	cus-
tomer	service	representative	at	969-4900,	visit	chtransit.
org	or	email	chtransit@townofchapelhill.org	

Learn about affordable housing
The	Town	of	Chapel	Hill	is	continuing	a	public	review	

process	for	a	draft	Inclusionary	Zoning	Ordinance	to	help	
address	the	need	for	more	affordable	housing	in	Chapel	
Hill.	A	public-information	open	house	is	scheduled	from	5	
to	7	p.m.	Tuesday,	Feb.	2,	at	Chapel	Hill	Town	Hall,	405	
Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	Blvd.	Repeating	presentations	will	
take	place	at	5:15	p.m.	and	6:15	pm.	

A	task	force	appointed	by	the	town	council	developed	
ideas	and	worked	with	consultants	to	prepare	a	draft	ordi-
nance,	which	is	posted	online	at	townhall.townofchapel-
hill.org/agendas/2009/09/28/7b/	with	related	information.	
Information	is	also	available	by	calling	919-2728.	

The	Feb.	2	meeting	is	one	of	multiple	opportunities	for	
public	review	and	comment,	leading	up	to	a	public	hearing	
tentatively	scheduled	for	March	15.	

For	more	information,	contact	the	Town	of	Chapel	
Hill	Planning	Department	by	emailing	inclusionary-
zoning@townofchapelhill.org	or	visit	townofchapelhill.
org/planning	

 News Briefs

(The one in the Weaver Street Market ad doesn’t count!)

Find the Pie  
in Today’s Citizen

(Although any day is a good day for pie.)

See today’s Weaver St. Market ad for details  
on a canned food drive to help the hungry.

Tell us where the pie is by e-mailing  
contest@carrborocitizen.com. 

Celebrate 
National 
Pie Day

Saturday, 
January 

23

Next week, five winners will be drawn from 
the submitted correct answers and each 
winner will receive a gift certificate for a 

fresh-baked pie from Weaver Street Market!

This one doesn’t count either!

Cliff’s Meat Market
sizzlin’ savings

corona extra, negra modelo, pacifico, budweiser!

100 West Main st., Carrboro
919-942-2196 Mon-sat 9am-6pm

Debit
& EBT

Prices good thru 1/28/10

Lean 
Beef Stew

$2.99/lb

Chorizo 
Sausage
$2.99/lb

We have 
Boar’s Head 

Deli Meats 
and Cheeses!

All NAturAl 
Ground Chuck 

$2.99/lb

By tHe  piNt 
Fresh Oysters 

$9.99/bottle
Cut to Order

Whole Fresh 
Chickens
$1.29/lb

CertiFieD OrGANiC 
Chicken 
$2.29/lb

FreSH MADe DAily 
Country 
Sausage 
$1.99/lb

NY Strip 
Steak 

$6.99/lb

Quality, detailed cleaning with 
your preferences in mind.

Trustworthy, reliable, own 
equipment, great rates.

Long-term original clients
since 1992

Service above and
beyond “the basics”

Clean house + happiness 
guaranteed!

sell your stuff.
Carrboro Citizen 

Classifieds

obiTUarieS
a	faculty	member	in	the	UNC	
department	of	dramatic	art.	

He	is	survived	by	his	wife,	
Kee	Strong,	of	Durham;	his	
mother,	Sara	Strong,	father,	John	
Strong,	and	brother,	Richard	
Strong,	all	of	Fayetteville;	
father-in-law,	Jack	Fortes,	of	
DeLand,	Fla.;	and	brother-in-
law,	Scott	Fortes,	of	Talking	
Rock,	Ga.

Marcel Robins
Marcel	G.	Robins,	86,	

passed	peacefully	on	Jan.	14,	
2010	at	the	Health	Center	of	
Carolina	Meadows	in	Chapel	
Hill,	N.C.	after	a	brief	but	
intense	battle	with	cancer.	
With	him	were	his	loving	wife,	
Helen,	and	his	devoted	daugh-
ters,	Ann	and	Didi.

Marcel	served	in	the	British	
Army,	Jewish	Brigade,	dur-
ing	World	War	II.	He	was	a	
builder	in	Westchester	County,	
N.Y.	and	continued	building	
commercial	properties	in	the	
Southeast	after	his	move	to	
Chapel	Hill	40	years	ago.

No	services	are	planned	at	
this	time.

In	lieu	of	flowers,	memorial	
contributions	may	be	made	to	
the	American	Cancer	Society	
or	to	the	American	Red	Cross	
for	Haiti	earthquake	relief.

Eleanor Neyhart
Eleanor	Fitzpatrick	Neyhart,	

89,	of	the	Carolina	House	of	
Chapel	Hill,	N.C.	passed	away	
peacefully	Jan.	11,	2010	after	a	
brief	illness.

Born	Dec.	10,	1920	in	
Lynn,	Mass.,	Eleanor	was	the	
only	child	of	William	and	
Rita	Fitzpatrick.	Surrounded	
by	a	loving	Irish-Catholic	
family,	Eleanor’s	childhood	
years	were	spent	in	Lynn	
and	Ridgway,	Pa.	She	at-
tended	Allegheny	College	and	
Pennsylvania	State	University,	
where	she	earned	a	degree	in	
accounting	in	1942.	After	

completing	her	education,	El-
eanor	was	employed	as	one	of	
the	first	female	accountants	at	
the	Eastman	Kodak	Company	
in	Rochester,	N.Y.	during	the	
1940s	and	1950s.	She	spent	
most	of	her	adult	life	in	the	
Rochester	area,	where	she	
married	James	Henry	Ney-
hart	of	Rochester	in	1957.	
They	lived	in	Penfield,	N.Y.	
throughout	their	marriage,	
and	in	2008	Eleanor	moved	to	
North	Carolina	to	be	near	her	
family	after	the	death	of	her	
husband	in	2006.	Eleanor’s	
lifelong	interests	included	
golf,	needlework,	ballroom	
dancing,	flower	gardening	and	
jazz	music.	She	volunteered	
many	hours	at	the	Penfield	
symphony	orchestra.

Eleanor	is	survived	by	her	
son,	Gregory	Allen	Ney-
hart,	and	his	wife,	Clara	
Danziger,	of	Chapel	Hill,	as	
well	as	two	grandchildren,	
Emily	Clara	Neyhart	and	
Christopher	Cole	Neyhart,	of	
Chapel	Hill.

Patrick Robeson
Patrick	Michael	Robeson,	

50,	died	Sunday,	Jan.	10,	
2010	at	UNC	Hospitals.	

Patrick	was	employed	as	a	
master	carpenter.	He	was	pre-
deceased	by	his	father,	Edward	
D.	Robeson,	and	daughter,	
Rachael	Ann	Robeson.	He	
loved	people	and	especially	his	
family.	He	loved	to	serve	his	
Lord	and	said,	“Addicts	and	
prisoners	need	salvation	too.	I	
will	go	to	the	depths	of	hell	to	
bring	people	to	salvation.”

Patrick	is	survived	by	his	
wife,	Irene;	his	mother	and	
step-father,	Leatrice	and	
Lawrence	Henry;	his	children,	
Mary,	Christopher,	Shan-
non,	Stuart,	Michael,	Dustin,	
Patrick	II,	Elizabeth,	Jonathon	
and	Precious	Joy;	four	brothers	
and	a	sister;	and	three	grand-
children.

Board discusses long-range plans
By BETh MEChuM
Staff Writer

The	Board	of	Aldermen	met	
at	Town	Hall	Tuesday	night	 to	
further	discuss	a	long-range	wa-
ter-supply	 plan	 and	 the	 Chapel	
Hill-Carrboro	2035	Long	Range	
Transit	Plan.

Both	plans	had	been	present-
ed	to	the	board	last	year	and	the	
aldermen	 had	 resolved	 to	 meet	
again	 to	 parse	 out	 some	 of	 the	
details.

For	 the	OWASA	draft	 long-
range	 water-supply	 plan,	 the	
board	had	previously	taken	issue	
with	a	 sentence	 that	 read,	“It	 is	
more	cost-effective	to	reduce	the	

drawdown	 of	 OWASA’S	 reser-
voirs	by	purchasing	available	wa-
ter	than	by	implementing	water	
use	restrictions.”

Board	 members	 were	 op-
posed	to	this	option	because	they	
thought	it	implied	OWASA	cus-
tomers	would	not	be	notified	of	a	
crisis	and	therefore	could	not	take	
possible	conservation	measures.

“The	 public	 is	 being	 fooled	
into	 thinking	 their	 water	 us-
age	 is	 sustainable	 when	 it	 is	
not,”	Aldermen	Randee	Haven-
O’Donnell	said.

Carrboro	 representatives	
from	OWASA	were	on	hand	to	
further	clarify	the	matter.

Secretary	of	the	OWASA	ex-

ecutive	 board	 Braxton	 Foushee	
urged	the	aldermen	to	look	back	
to	the	drought	of	2007	when	res-
idents	were	kept	apprised	of	wa-
ter	 levels	 and	ways	 to	 conserve.	
He	said	that	will	again	be	done	
if	necessary.

“Our	actions	spoke	volumes,”	
he	said.

The	 issue,	 Foushee	 said,	 was	
in	the	particular	language	of	the	
draft,	and	he	said	he’s	 receptive	
to	 the	 board	 of	 aldermen	 find-
ing	 the	 wording	 that	 will	 hold	
OWASA	to	be	as	transparent	as	
the	aldermen	want	it	to	be.

The	 board	 also	 received	 up-
dates	 to	 the	 2035	 Long	 Range	
Transit	 Plan.	 These	 updates	 in-

clude	recommendations	that	the	
plan	 include	 language	 to	 evalu-
ate	 the	 use	 of	 existing	 rail	 cor-
ridor	 for	 light	 rail,	 that	 a	 lane	
reduction	 be	 implemented	 on	
Martin	 Luther	 King	 Boulevard	
to	 convert	 the	 two	 outer	 lanes	
to	 bus-and-bike-only	 lanes	 and	
that	the	board	of	aldermen	sup-
port	a	lighted	bicycle	and	pedes-
trian	 commute	 route	 from	 the	
UNC	 main	 campus	 through	
Carrboro.

The	board	also	received	a	pre-
sentation	on	criminalizing	wage	
theft	 in	 Carrboro	 and	 referred	
the	matter	to	town	staff	to	learn	
more	about	the	legalities	of	such	
an	issue.
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Thursday,	Jan	21
Book	signing	— Tim Downs, 
author of Ends of the Earth, will be 
at Quail Ridge books and Music in 
Raleigh. Call 828-1588 for more 
information.

dulcimer	Players	— The Caro-
lina Mountain Dulcimer Players will 
meet at the Carol Woods Retire-
ment Community in Chapel Hill at 
7pm. beginners and experts wel-
come. info/directions: Shirley Ray at 
ShirleyRay@aol.com or 929-5359.

Friday,	Jan	22
Musical	shabbat	— At 7pm, sing 
and welcome the Sabbath with the 
talented musicians of Kol Haskalah. 
The celebration will take place at 
eno River Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship (eRUUF), large room 
near sanctuary, 4907 Garrett Road, 
Durham. bring a dessert to share. 
For more information, call Marv 
Axelrod, 383-4848.

saTurday,	Jan	23
national	Pie	day	— Join 
Weaver Street Market in celebrat-
ing national Pie Day by enjoying all 
six-inch pies at half off. in addition, 
the first one hundred people to 
purchase and donate canned goods 
to our food drive will receive a free 
six-inch pie. The food donations 
will be given to the inter-Faith 
Council and the orange Congrega-
tions in Mission to help replenish 
their pantries. 

sunday,	Jan	24
hudson	river	Plane	Crash	
survivors	— Unity Center of 
Peace Church hosts author Kevin 
Quirk as well as two survivors 
from Flight 1549, the flight that 
crash-landed on the Hudson 
River in January 2009. Quirk has 
compiled a book featuring the 
stories of 25 of the plane crash’s 
survivors, titled Brace For Impact. 
For more information, 968-1854, 
unitychapelhill.org.

Parisian	Baroque	— The 
Preservation Society of Chapel Hill 
presents a period music concert 
featuring duo French harpsichords, 
baroque flute, baroque violin, and 
viola da gamba. Tickets are $15, 
and are available at the door or 

by reservation. To reserve tickets: 
942-7818. More information at 
baroqueandbeyond.org.

The	Painted	Fish	and	other	
Mayan	Feasts	— Author Sonja 
Lillvik will discuss her memoir, The 
Painted Fish and other Mayan Feasts, 
which chronicles her time living on 
the Yucatan peninsula in Mexico, 
5pm at Chapel Hill institute for 
Cultural and Language education. 
More information at chicle@chi-
cle.com, chi-cle.com.

Bird	Club	Meeting	— The 
Chapel Hill bird Club will meet at 
7:30pm at binkley baptist Church. 
Club members David and Judy 
Smith will show photos chronicling 
their experiences birding in bor-
neo. The event is free and open to 
the public. For more information, 
David Smith, 493-2607.

Wednesday,	Jan	27
daughters	of	the	american	
revolution	— The Davie Poplar 
Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution will meet at 
9:30am at the Horace Williams 
House in Chapel Hill. Journalist and 
author Valerie Schwartz will talk 
about her recent book People of 
Chapel Hill. 

Ongoing
Cancer	support	— Support 
groups for cancer patients and their 
families. cornucopiahouse.org

Compassionate	Friends	— Free 
self-help support for all adults grieving 
the loss of a child or sibling. Third 
Mondays, 7-8:30pm, evergreen 
United Methodist Church. 967-3221, 
chapelhilltcf.org

yoga	for	everyone	— UnC Com-
prehensive Cancer Support Program 
presents Yoga for everyone. each class 
will include a full yoga practice as well 
as exploration of physical movement, 
meditation, breathing techniques, and 
relaxation. All levels are welcome. 
Classes will be held on Mondays from 
11am-12:30pm. Carolina Pointe ii, 
6013 Farrington Road, Suite 101 in 
Chapel Hill. 966-3494.

divorceCare	— Support group for 
those separated or divorced. Mondays, 
7pm, orange United Methodist 
Church. 942-2825, connect2orange.org

Meditative	yoga	— UnC Com-
prehensive Cancer Support Program 
presents Meditative Yoga: A calming, 
stress-relieving yoga class to stretch 
and strengthen the body gradually. 
Classes will be on Fridays from 10am-
11:30am. Carolina Pointe ii, 6013 Far-
rington Road, Suite 101 in Chapel Hill. 
For more information, 966-3494.

Family	to	Family	— A series of 12 
weekly classes structured to help fam-
ily members understand and support 
a family member suffering with mental 
illness. The class is free and sponsored 
by nAMiorange. Contact Gove elder 
at 967-5403 or gbelder@bellsouth.net.

Knitting	for	Preemies	— The 
Chapel Hill Public Library sponsors this 
weekly knitting group to provide baby 
blankets for the neonatal intensive 
Care Unit at UnC. The group will 
meet Tuesdays from 1-2:30pm 
through Feb. 16 in the library’s confer-

ence room. More info at 968-2780.

Garden	Tour	— Free tour of the 
n.C. botanical Garden display gardens. 
Saturdays, 10am, in front of the Totten 
Center at the Garden. 962-0522, ncbg.
unc.edu

Jazz	at	the	Mall	— University Mall 
presents free jazz concerts every 
Sunday, 2-4pm

Job	search	Meeting	— A network-
ing and support group for job hunters. 
Wednesdays, 9:30-11am, binkley 
baptist Church, 1712 Willow Drive. 
942-4964

Open-Mic	Poetry	— Tuesdays 
except first Tuesday, 7-9pm, Looking 
Glass Cafe & boutique, 601 W. Main 
St. 636-5809

Walking	Tour	— The Preservation 
Society of Chapel Hill offers “Walk 
This Way,” walking tours of Franklin 
Street every Sunday at 2 pm. $5. 942-
7818 or chpreservation@mindspring.
com for more information. Reserva-
tions recommended for groups of five 
or more people. 

Coffee	Class	— open eye presents 
free classes the third Thursday of each 
month at 7pm. Contact coffeescott@
gmail.com to sign up.

Community	Calendar
Puppy	class

The	Orange	County	Animal	Services	De-
partment	will	host	“Preventing	Puppy	Prob-
lems,”	a	class	by	Barbara	Long,	on	Tuesday,	
Jan.	26	from	6:30	to	8	p.m.	

	The	course	is	free	and	open	to	the	public	
and	will	be	held	in	the	conference	room	of	the	
Animal	Services	Center	at	1601	Eubanks	Road,	
Chapel	Hill.	It	will	cover	such	topics	as	house-
training,	nipping,	separation	anxiety,	chewing	
and	resource	guarding.

Long	is	a	certified	dog	trainer	and	owner	of	
Paw	in	Hand	Dog	Training.	

For	more	information	on	the	department	
and	to	see	pictures	of	animals	available	for	
adoption,	visit	co.orange.nc.us/animalservices

Grant	applications	available
Orange	County	and	the	towns	of	Carrboro	

and	Chapel	Hill	announced	the	opening	of	
the	outside-agency	grant	application	period	
for	2010-11,	the	budget	year	beginning	July	
1.	Applications,	instructions	and	a	checklist	
are	available	on	the	Orange	County	website	at	
co.orange.nc.us/hsa/funding.asp

Completed	applications	are	due	no	later	
than	Monday,	Feb.	15	at	5	p.m.	

Each	year,	the	county	and	towns	invite	
outside	agencies	to	submit	applications	for	gen-
eral-fund	appropriations	to	support	the	delivery	
of	vital	community	services	that	benefit	the	
residents	of	Orange	County.	

For	information,	contact	Gwen	Harvey,	Or-
ange	County	(245-2307);	James	Harris,	Town	
of	Carrboro	(918-7319);	and	Karen	Rose,	Town	
of	Chapel	Hill	(968-2873,	ext	154).

new	violence	prevention	
office	opens

Family	Violence	Prevention	Center	of	
Orange	County	(FVPC)	just	opened	its	satel-
lite	office	at	109	Millstone	Drive,	Suite	B,	in	
Hillsborough.	

Staff	and	volunteers	trained	in	domestic-
violence	advocacy	will	be	available	to	meet	with	
clients	on	Mondays	from	9	a.m.	to	1	p.m.	and	
Wednesdays	and	Fridays	from	9	a.m.	to	4:30	p.m.	
Clients	may	visit	the	office	at	the	above	times	or	
call	929-3872	to	schedule	an	appointment.	

FVPC’s	mission	is	to	prevent	and	end	fam-
ily	violence	in	Orange	County	through	direct	
services	and	community	education.	Services	of-
fered	include	a	24-hour	hotline,	crisis	counsel-
ing,	safety	planning,	support	groups,	emotional	

support,	assistance	with	Domestic	Violence	
Protective	Orders,	court	accompaniment	and	
advocacy	and	community	education.	All	ser-
vices	are	confidential	and	free	of	charge.	

Burrito	Bash
There	will	be	a	Burrito	Bash	fundraising	

party	for	NC	WARN	(Waste	Awareness	and	
Reduction	Network)	and	Friends	of	the	Rocky	
River	on	Tuesday,	Feb.	2	from	6	to	9	p.m.	at	
the	General	Store	Café	in	Pittsboro.	Tickets	are	
$15	at	the	door.	Jazz	will	be	provided	by	Steve	
Wing	and	friends.	A	Clyde	Jones	“critter”	will	
be	raffled	off.	For	more	information,	call	Pete	
MacDowell	at	259-3140.

Global	climate	talk
James	Hansen,	an	internationally	recognized	

global	climate-change	expert,	will	speak	at	
UNC	on	Feb.	1.

Hansen	comes	to	UNC	as	the	Frey	Foun-
dation	Distinguished	Visiting	Professor	in	
the	College	of	Arts	and	Sciences.	His	lecture,	
“Global	Climate	Change:	What	Must	We	Do	
Now?”	at	7	p.m.	in	Memorial	Hall,	is	free	to	
the	public.

A	public	reception	and	book	signing	will	
follow	the	lecture.	Hansen’s	new	book	is	Storms 
of My Grandchildren: The Truth About the Com-
ing Climate Catastrophe and Our Last Chance to 
Save Humanity.

hillsborough	walking	tour
On	Sunday,	Jan.	31	at	3	p.m.,	four	long-

time	Hillsborough	residents	who	were	active	
in	the	Old	Hillsborough	business	district	
between	1940	and	1975	will	lead	a	tour	down	
the	Corbin,	King	and	Churton	streets	business	
district.

Wesley	Woods,	Gee	Coleman,	Sherry	Free-
land	and	Remus	Smith	will	tell	stories	designed	
to	help	the	audience	imagine	the	appearance	of	
the	town	in	days	gone	by.	Citizens	are	invited	
to	bring	photographs	or	other	memorabilia	
from	this	period	of	Hillsborough’s	history	and	
others	who	have	memories	of	this	time	will	be	
encouraged	to	share	stories.	

The	event	is	co-sponsored	by	the	Senior	
Center	and	by	the	Historical	Foundation	of	
Hillsborough	and	Orange	County.	Questions	
can	be	directed	to	Kaye	Crawford	732-2336	
or	kayecrawford@embarqmail.com	and	Rev.	
Brooks	Graebner	732-9308	or	stmattclergy@
embarqmail.com

Community	Briefs

	suPer	CrOssWOrd			They’re	driven CitizenCryptoquote By Martin Brody
For example, YAPHCYAPLM is WORDSWORTH.  One letter stands for another.  In 
this sample, A is used for the two O’s, Y for the two W’s, etc..  Apostrophes, 
punctuation, the length and formation of the words are all hints.

“Really?”

T ’ I  S M C  Q  H Q K T Y C .   T 

N G Y C  X M S ’ C  D L V T L J L 

T S  I T A T S O  C E L  H Q K L Y 

C E Q C  U Q Z .  -  N G Y C T K L 

M R  C E L  W L Q K L 

B L T C E  D Q H X U L V V , 

M S  X L S Z T S O  Q S 

T S C L H H Q K T Q V  K M G W V L 

Q  I Q H H T Q O L  V T K L S Y L 

T S  V M G T Y T Q S Q
Find the answer in the puzzle answer section.

PeTs	OF	The	WeeK

PaWs4ever — Meet Blackie! “Front 
Declawed” blackie is a 6-yr-old easy-going guy. He was 
surrendered to the county shelter when his owner 
passed away. He settled in here at paws4ever a lot 
easier than his friend Tiger. it would be best for blackie 
to go home with Tiger to help him adjust easier into 
his new home. blackie loves to just lounge around and 
get his loving from anyone who goes into the cat room. 
if you need two lovely big guys, look no further; blackie 
and Tiger are your men! blackie loves to be brushed as 
well; he’ll take all the help he can get with his big fluffy 
coat. Come on by and visit them today. Please come 
by the shelter and take a look, at Paws4ever, 6311 
nicks Road, Mebane, or call 304-2300. You can also go 
online at paws4ever.org

OranGe	COunTy	aniMaL	serviCes	— 
Hello Tessa! 
if you are thinking 
of adding to the 
family, take a look 
at Tessa! This 
gorgeous dilute 
calico is around 2 
years old and super 
sweet. She loves 
attention, but isn’t 
pushy. She will 
lounge and do her 
own thing until you 
are ready to pay 
attention to her, 
and then will curl 
up in a cute ball to 
charm you! She will 
make the perfect 
addition to a home 
that is looking for more love and less fuss.  You can 
see her at orange County’s Animal Services 
Center, 1601 eubanks Road, Chapel Hill or call 942-
PeTS (7387). You can also see her online at co.orange.
nc.us/animalservices/adoption.asp.

Stay tuned.
carrborocitizen.com
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buy LocaL

Sat: 7am-Noon • Wed: 3:30-6:30pm Thurs/So. Village: 3:30-6:30pm

What’s at Market?
Check out what’s at the Carrboro 
Year-Round Farmers’ Market . . . 

new item this Week: dried red PePPers, cornmeal, 
green onions, mustard greens, rutabagas, creasy greens, totsoi, 
dill, cilantro, turnips, beets, carrots, cauliflower, celery, sweet po-
tatoes, broccoli, lettuce, chard, radishes, turnip greens, shiitake 
mushrooms, green tomatoes, sorrel, acorn squash, butternut 
squash, eggplant, delicate squash, tomatoes, beans, bell peppers, 
new potatoes, arugula, onions, wheat flour, garlic, salad mixes 
(spicy and non), collards, fresh herbs, kale, pecans, flowers such 
as zinnias, sunflowers and lilies, meats like goat, beef, pork, lamb, 
chicken, buffalo, and specialty meats like liverwurst, bologna, 
hotdogs, etc, cow’s and goat’s milk cheeses, eggs, breads, dough-
nuts, tortes, pies, cakes, jams, and relishes.

Jalapeno- Chili Cornbread topped 
with fresh tomatoes and basil 
Recipe Provided by: Sarah Blacklin, Market Manager (This recipe was 
adopted from a my friend Marilyn in Kingston, Canada)

Ingredients:
6 jalapeno peppers     3 slices bacon 1/4 inch dice
2 eggs 1 cup canned cream or regular corn
1 cup sour cream     1/4 cup grape seed or corn oil
1/2 cup all purpose flour      1/2 cup yellow cornmeal
1/3 cup sugar      2 Tblss baking powder
1 Teaspoon salt     2 Tbls chopped cilantro   Fresh basil
1/4 cup onion (green if available)    1 tomato sliced
Preheat oven to 350, lightly grease muffin tin (or use a cast 

iron pan). Place jalapeno peppers on baking sheet and roast in 
the oven for 20 minutes or until their skins darken. Leave oven 
on and transfer peppers into a bowl and cover with plastic wrap 
for ten minutes to help loosen their skins.  Peel, deseed and cut 
in 1/8 inch dice.  sauté bacon in frying pan on medium heat for 
about 5 minutes or until crispy.  drain on paper towel.  Com-
bine eggs, corn, sour cream and oil in large bowl.  in another 
bowl combine flour, cornmeal, sugar, baking powder and salt 
and add flour mixture all at once to the corn mixture then mix 
until just combined.  stir in jalapeños, bacon, cilantro and onions.  
Pour batter into muffin tins or cast iron frying pan and bake in 
oven for 30-40 minutes until golden brown.  remove and let 
rest for 10 minutes.  Cut into an open faced sandwich and top 
with a fresh tomato, salt, pepper and fresh basil.  enjoy! !

iLLusTraTion by PhiL bLank

UPCOMING CONCERTS:
Experience the 7th Annual American Roots Series. 

Feb. through June. See website for details. Coming up:

Lucy Kaplansky • FRI 1/22
Justin Townes Earle & Dawn Landes • SAT 1/30
Triangle Jazz Orchestra • WED 2/3 - FREE show!

Tannahill Weavers • FRI 2/5 @ Chatham Mills
Cedric Burnside & Lightnin’ Malcolm • FRI 2/5

Karla Bonoff • SAT 2/13
John Mayall • WED 2/17

Dave Alvin & Two Guilty Women featuring
Cindy Cashdollar • SUN 2/21

Dervish • THU 3/4
Terrance Simien & The Zydeco Experience • FRI 3/12

Over the Rhine • SAT 3/13

UPCOMING THEATRE:
 North Carolina Comedy Arts Festival • NOW through 2/14

SuperFun Show: Gustafer Yellowgold • SAT 1/23
One Song Productions: The February 48 • SUN 2/7

Transactors Improv: The LOVE Show • FRI 2/12
SuperFun Show: Stone Soup • FRI 2/20

MORE:
 Summer Camp Registration! • MON 2/1

Youth Performing Arts Conservatory
Teen Summer Camp Registration MON 2/1

For more information or to order tickets call 
929-2787 x201 or go to artscenterlive.org
ArtSchool registration now open!

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

A  foundation  
waiting 

to  be  built

Peck andArtisans
933 8485
 A  Transition  Company

In college basketball, how 
quickly paradigms can shift. As 
recently as two weeks ago, ESPN 
announcers had the UNC bas-
ketball team penciled in for a slot 
in the NCAA Elite Eight. Now, 
following early league losses to 
Clemson and Georgia Tech, the 
Tar Heels found themselves bat-
tling for their postseason lives 
Wednesday night, playing at the 
Smith Center against a danger-
ous Wake Forest team, and cer-
tainly not wanting to drop to 
1-3 in the league.

Regardless of the outcome of 
the Wake game, there remains 
time for the Heels to right their 
ship. But with all of its remain-
ing games to be played against 
conference opponents, Carolina 
will need to perform consistent-
ly better on the court if it hopes 
to win enough games to make 
it into the NCAA Tournament 
this spring.

And in that regard, there are 
many questions to be answered.

Can the Tar Heel guards 
– Larry Drew II, Dexter Strick-
land and, especially, Leslie Mc-
Donald – grow up quickly and 
begin to be a steadying influence 
and inspiration on the court? 
Will the Tar Heels find a way 
to end the devastating runs by 

opponents, fueled by Carolina 
turnovers, that have occurred in 
several of their losses?

Can Marcus GInyard get 
into shape and return to being 
the all-around force and team 
leader he has been in years past?

Will Carolina’s stable of big 
men begin to hold their own 
against the rugged post players 
they will continue to encounter 
throughout league play? (Travis 
Wear’s improved play against 
Georgia Tech gave hope for 
some progress in this area.)

Did junior Will Graves’ fan-
tastic offensive outburst against 
Georgia Tech, and the Tar 
Heels’ subsequent inspired play 
in the second half of that game, 
signal a new dawn of under-
standing for the team – or was 
that positive stretch just another 
lost thread in a season marked 
by false starts?

One good reason for the Tar 
Heels to keep their heads up 
comes in the form of a reminder 
from recent history. It’s a fact 
that coach Roy Williams and 
his staff have a track record of 
steadying UNC squads that fal-
tered early (at least by Carolina 
standards) and gotten them back 
to playing good “North Carolina 
basketball” by the second half of 

the conference schedule and/or 
tournament time.

In each of the past four 
seasons, in fact, Carolina had 
rough patches that resulted in 
similar questioning by fans and 
media as to whether the team 
would be “all right.”

A 2-3 league start for the 
2006 team – led by then-fresh-
men Tyler Hansbrough, Marcus 
Ginyard and company – brought 
on speculation that the youth-
ful Heels had hit the freshman 
wall or that opposing coaches 
had figured out Hansbrough’s 
tendencies. All that team did to 
extinguish those doubts was to 
finish with a 10-1 run to end the 
ACC schedule, even winning 
at Duke on senior night for J.J. 
Redick and Shelden Williams.

The next year, Carolina lost 
three of five games midway 
through the league slate before 
winning seven straight in March 
on its run to the Elite Eight.

In 2008, the Heels came 
through the first half of the 
league schedule with a sub-par 
6-2 record before winning 15 
straight en route to the Final 
Four.

And who has forgotten last 
season’s 0-2 ACC start, which 
had everyone from Jay Bilas to 

the guy on the stoop at the gas 
station questioning whether the 
2008-09 Tar Heels were just an 
overrated flop? At the time, not 
too many people paid attention 
to Coach Williams, who point-
ed out that the season would be 
a marathon – not a sprint – and 
that he still liked his team.

There’s little doubt that Wil-
liams, if asked privately, would 
say something similar today 
about his current team. The 
mantra is, “Get in the gym and 
do the work and believe in your-
self and your teammates.” Most 
of Roy’s teams have followed 
that advice, and most of them 
have been rewarded; and un-
til it’s proven otherwise, there’s 
little reason to believe this year 
will be different.

Each game from here out 
will provide an opportunity for 
the Tar Heels to play basketball 
a certain way. If they do it their 
coach’s way – playing with fo-
cus, intensity and intelligence 
– the season will most likely 
take an eventual upturn. One 
thing’s for certain: By the time 
anyone reads these words, with 
the Wake Forest game history, 
Carolina fans will either feel 
a lot better or a lot worse than 
they did Wednesday afternoon.

unC noTes Frank  heaTh

ECONOMY
From Page 1

“We’re in good shape, but it’s 
still a time for caution,” Stancil 
said. He pointed out that the 
town has held on to its Triple A 
bond rating, which speaks well 
of where the town is fiscally. But 
the local economy still leaves him 
with trepidation.

“[The area] is not rapidly ris-
ing out of recession,” Stancil 
said. And with a slow economy 
statewide, there is always con-

cern that the legislature will shift 
additional costs to local govern-
ments.

Still, Stancil said Chapel Hill 
has been frugal enough and built 
enough of a fund balance to look 
for opportunities in the bond 
market.

That means a likely go-ahead 
on the expansion for the Chapel 
Hill Public Library, a major cost 
that the town delayed in part to 
save costs and in part because of 
uncertainty in credit markets.

Stancil said credit markets 
have stabilized, and low interest 

rates present a good opportu-
nity.

“Most towns are not getting 
out in the market,” he said.

As a result, Stancil said, the 
town is likely able to sustain the 
debt to build the addition with-
out raising taxes.

The town also will sort 
through capital needs such as 
improvements to parks and rec-
reation facilities, he said.

While this year may be 
one of seizing opportunities, 
there will be some fiscal con-
sequences down the road. The 
library addition might be built 
without a tax increase, Stancil 
said, but staffing and operat-
ing it could be a different story. 
The increases in personnel and 
operating costs are expected 
to add $700,000 to $800,000 
to the annual budget. Making 
that up through taxes, Stancil 
said, would add about 1.5 cents 
to the tax rate.

PhoTo by ava barLoW

Librarians Tricia Huegerich, left, and Steve Oliva, behind the computer, check materials out to patrons of the 
Chapel Hill Library, where last Friday was the start of a holiday weekend and a rare slow day.

PhoTo by kirk ross

Carrboro’s new fire station under construction on Homestead Road.
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Letter from the editor
While	we	were	putting	out	the	most	recent	

issue	of	The	Citizen,	the	true	extent	of	the	de-
struction	in	Haiti	was	just	becoming	evident.	
Photos	from	far	above	were	showing	wide-
spread	damage	–	mile	after	mile	of	collapsed	
structures	in	a	heavily	populated	area.

Throughout	the	past	week,	we	all	zoomed	
in	quite	quickly	to	street	level	and	to	more	
graphic	and	gut-wrenching	images.	The	stories	
have	been	heart-breaking.	And	they	are	end-
less.	We	may	never	know	how	many	perished	
in	those	awful	first	minutes	and	how	many	
died	suffering	from	their	wounds	in	the	hours	
and	days	later.	We	only	know	that	humanity	
has	received	a	very	severe	blow	and	that	our	
instinct	is	to	reach	out	and	help.

Our	community	has	always	been	a	friend	
to	the	world	at	large.	You	get	that	way	when	
you	are	a	crossroads	for	so	many	nationalities.	
Our	faith	community	has	missions	and	efforts	
going	in	dozens	of	countries,	with	Haiti	a	
main	focus	for	many	even	before	this	catas-
trophe.

On	campus,	there	are	a	half-dozen	in-
stitutes,	offices	and	centers	with	the	word	
“global”	in	them.	This	is	where	all	the	rhetoric	
you	hear	about	a	state	more	engaged	in	the	
world	is	being	made	reality.	Many	research-
ers,	particularly	in	the	field	of	public	health,	
have	worked	in	Haiti	and	know	of	the	steep	
challenges	that	were	already	there	before	the	
buildings	came	down.	

In	all	this,	work	connections	have	been	
made,	bonds	have	formed	and	when	a	day	
dawns	on	a	calamity	in	a	place	with	which	
you’re	familiar,	part	of	you	is	there.

Our	response	here	has	been	solid,	but	
we	can	do	more	and,	as	the	scope	of	what	is	
required	becomes	more	obvious,	more	will	be	
required.	Over	the	weeks	ahead,	there	will	be	
plenty	of	events,	shows,	fundraisers	and	ap-
peals	asking	you	to	play	your	part.

The	university	has	set	up	a	website	to	help	
keep	track	of	the	needs	and	the	organizations	
supporting	relief	efforts	at	unc.edu/cps/disas-
ter-haiti.php

Links	to	local	relief	efforts	can	also	be	
found	on	The Citizen’s	website	and	blogs.

And	if	your	organization	is	sponsoring	an	
event	or	holding	a	fundraiser	for	Haiti	relief,	
please	send	information	our	way	at	calendar@
carrborocitizen.com

Dialing	in
From	time	to	time,	I’ll	spend	part	of	a	

walk	through	the	downtowns	of	Chapel	Hill	
and	Carrboro	conducting	an	informal	survey	
of	cell	phone	use	by	motorists.	The	result	is	
almost	always	the	same	–	about	every	other	
driver	is	on	the	phone.	Quite	a	few	of	the	
pedestrians	are,	too.	Bicyclists,	not	so	much;	
but	I’ve	seen	it.

I’ve	become	convinced	that	there	is	nothing	
this	paper	could	do	or	say	to	change	what	is	
an	almost	universal	act.	But	after	the	recent	
incident	in	Efland	in	which	a	motorist	tried	
to	cross	train	tracks	through	downed	crossing	
arms	while	on	her	cell,	I	thought	I’d	try	again.	
Sadly,	26-year-old	Erin	Brett	Lindsay-Calkins	
was	killed	that	day	along	with	her	5-year-old	
son.	Her	4-month	old	son	survived.

There	may	be	places	and	times	where	it	
seems	OK	to	make	a	call	while	driving.	But	
they	don’t	include	downtowns	full	of	people,	
bikes	and	cars,	or	really	anywhere	where	you	
ought	to	be	paying	attention.

And	isn’t	that	just	about	everywhere?	Hang	
up	and	drive.	The	odds	aren’t	with	you.

Something	to	celebrate
Saturday	is	National	Pie	Day	and	whether	

you	intend	to	enter	our	find-the-pie	contest	
and	win	yourself	one	or	you	plan	to	bake	a	pie	
in	celebration,	let	me	remind	you	that	the	fin-
est	thing	you	can	do	with	a	pie	is	share	it	with	
someone	you	love	and/or	the	hard-working	
staff	of	your	local	newspaper.

— Kirk Ross

The	more	things	in	Raleigh	change	
the	more	they	stay	the	same

ADAm	SeARing

With	the	health	reform	debate	
in	full	force,	it’s	time	to	take	a	close	
look	at	what	 these	bills	will	do	–	
not	 only	 to	 expand	 coverage	 and	
contain	costs,	but	also	to	improve	
the	quality	of	our	health	care.

To	begin	with,	reforms	in	both	
the	 House	 and	 Senate	 bills	 now	
under	 consideration	 would	 help	
contain	 our	 nation’s	 health	 care	
costs	in	a	fiscally	responsible	way.	
Key	 to	 this	 is	 the	 effort	 in	Con-
gress	 to	 expand	 coverage	 and	
contain	costs	simultaneously.	Re-
forming	one	without	the	other	is	
like	 squeezing	 a	 balloon	 –	 com-
press	one	 side	and	 the	other	 side	
pops	up	bigger	than	ever.

Why?	 Controlling	 costs	 with-
out	expanding	coverage	would	put	
an	 intolerable	 burden	 on	 hospi-
tals	 and	 safety-net	 providers	 and,	
ultimately,	 our	 communities	 and	
millions	 of	 families.	 It	 would	 be	
unwise	 and	 politically	 unsustain-
able.	 We	 would	 be	 asking	 our	
providers	 to	 continue	 to	 see	 mil-
lions	 of	 uninsured	 people	 while	
lowering	their	costs	overall	as	well.	
Conversely,	 coverage	 expansion	
without	 cost-growth	 containment	
would	 be	 fiscally	 irresponsible	
and	 economically	 unsustainable.	
The	best	strategy	is	to	pursue	both	
goals	at	the	same	time.

Both	the	Senate	and	House	bills	
contain	costs	and	expand	coverage,	
and	the	way	they	do	this	is	just	as	
important.	Each	cost-control	mea-
sure	 and	 expansion	 measure	 also	
looks	 to	 improve	 the	 quality	 of	

care	people	receive.	How	is	it	pos-
sible	to	move	towards	accomplish-
ing	all	three	of	these	critical	goals	
at	the	same	time?

First,	the	Senate	reform	bill	receiv-
ing	the	most	discussion	right	now	is	
innovative	 in	ways	 that	are	vital	 to	
preserving	and	protecting	programs	
like	Medicare	for	the	long	term	and	
containing	costs	 and	 improving	ef-
ficiencies	 overall.	 For	 example,	 it	
would	 allow	 us	 to	 develop	 quality	
assessments	in	order	to	link	payment	
to	 better-quality	 care.	 This	 means	
we	can	start	paying	 for	health	care	
based	on	value	and	better	health	out-
comes	rather	than	paying	based	on	
the	number	of	services	or	tests	per-
formed.	This	is	good	news	for	any-
one	who	has	a	loved	one	struggling	
with	illness	or	health	problems.

The	 millions	 of	 people	 who	
navigate	 the	 health	 system	 every	
day	 know	 that	 their	 loved	 one	
needs	the	right	test	or	treatment	at	
the	right	time	–	not	an	abundance	
of	repeat	or	erroneous	services	that	
don’t	 give	 them	 answers	 or	 make	
them	 better.	 This	 isn’t	 primar-
ily	about	saving	money.	It’s	about	
making	health	care	more	efficient	
and	effective	for	patients.	We	need	
to	apply	to	health	care	the	innova-
tive	 spirit	 Americans	 are	 familiar	
with	 in	products	 like	 the	 iPhone.	
Two	 years	 ago,	 the	 iPhone	 cost	
$600	and	did	half	of	what	it	does	
now	more	efficiently	and	effective-
ly	as	a	$200	product.

Second,	 both	 bills	 introduce	
much-needed	 new	 models	 of	 de-
livering	health	care	as	we	expand.	
Many	 of	 these	 new	 programs	 are	

specifically	 designed	 to	 improve	
care	coordination	and	prevent	un-
necessary	 hospital	 readmissions.	
For	 example,	 North	 Carolina’s	
successful	 Community	 Care	 pro-
gram	 is	 looked	 to	 as	 a	 national	
model.	Community	Care	connects	
patients	 with	 primary-care	 physi-
cians	 to	 create	 “medical	 homes”	
for	 families	 and	 builds	 an	 envi-
ronment	 where	 groups	 of	 doctors	
–	not	insurance	companies	–	work	
together	to	identify	how	to	better	
care	for	their	patients.

Because	 congressional	 passage	
of	health	reform	is	only	the	start	
of	 the	 work	 we	 need	 to	 fix	 our	
broken	health	care	system,	reform	
will	 allow	us	 to	 test	new	models	
over	time	so	we	can	find	out	what	
works	 the	 best	 and	 continuously	
build	on	our	success.

There	are	no	silver	bullets	or	easy	
answers.	 Realistically,	 expanding	
coverage	will	increase	costs	in	the	
short-term.	But	over	the	long-term,	
the	 health	 care	 delivery,	 quality	
and	payment	reforms	contained	in	
the	 reform	 bills	 offer	 an	 essential	
framework	for	lowering	the	trajec-
tory	of	health	care	costs.	The	status	
quo	is	no	longer	an	option	and	the	
cost	of	doing	nothing	 is	 too	high	
–	for	families,	workers,	health	care	
providers,	 businesses	 and	 for	 the	
nation’s	 long-term	 fiscal	 health.	
Balancing	the	need	for	change	and	
making	sure	we	do	change	right	is	
the	key	to	sustainable	reform.

Adam Searing is director of 
the North Carolina Health Access 
Coalition.
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Saving	money	and	improving	
health	care	quality

CHRiS	FiTzSimon

Nobody	 talked	 directly	 about	
North	Carolina’s	sputtering	econo-
my	and	budget	problems	at	meet-
ings	 of	 two	 high-level	 panels	 Jan.	
14,	but	the	anxiety	wasn’t	far	from	
the	surface.	And	neither	were	signals	
that	 make	 it	 hard	 to	 imagine	 any	
serious	 reform	 proposals	 emerging	
from	either	group	for	quite	a	while.

The	 Joint	 House	 and	 Sen-
ate	 Finance	 Committee	 spent	 the	
morning	 listening	 to	 detailed	 pre-
sentations	 about	 the	 sales	 tax	 and	
how	 North	 Carolina	 compares	 to	
other	states	in	what	it	taxes.	There	is	
widespread	agreement	that	the	tax	
code	is	out	of	date	and	that	expand-
ing	the	sales	tax	to	include	more	ser-
vices	makes	sense,	and	more	closely	
ties	the	revenue	system	to	the	state’s	
economic	activity.

Several	 high-powered	 commis-
sions	 have	 recommended	 broad-
ening	 the	 sales	 tax	 rate	 in	 the	 last	
several	 years.	 The	 joint	 finance	
panel	was	created	last	summer	after	
Senate	proposals	to	expand	the	sales	
tax	became	a	sticking	point	in	final	
budget	negotiations.

Thursday’s	 meeting	 was	 the	
first	one	since	some	legislative	lead-
ers	said	publicly	that	tax	reform	is	
unlikely	 this	 year.	 That	 prompted	
House	Minority	Leader	Paul	Stam	
and	 other	 Republicans	 to	 call	 for	
a	 tax	 proposal	 to	 consider	 instead	
of	 attending	 more	 information	

sessions.
It	is	no	secret	that	politics	is	the	

primary	 reason	 tax	 reform	 won’t	
come	 up	 in	 2010.	 Democrats	 are	
worried	about	 the	November	elec-
tions	 and	 would	 rather	 not	 take	
any	 chances	 or	 anger	 any	 wealthy	
special	 interests	 until	 the	 election	
is	over.	

Stam	is	playing	politics,	too,	of	
course.	 He	 wants	 Democrats	 to	
come	forward	with	a	sales-tax	plan	
so	Republicans	can	mischaracterize	
it	and	make	it	a	central	part	of	their	
fall	campaign.	

Somebody	 needs	 to	 ask	 Stam	
where	 his	 tax-reform	 proposal	
might	be.	All	he	has	really	offered	
so	far	are	proposals	to	make	it	hard-
er	procedurally	to	raise	taxes	in	the	
future.	 That’s	 not	 reform,	 that’s	 a	
talking	point.

Not	 long	 after	 the	 tax	 com-
mission	 adjourned,	 Gov.	 Beverly	
Perdue’s	 Budget	 Reform	 and	 Ac-
countability	 Commission	 held	 its	
third	 meeting	 in	 its	 quest	 to	 find	
savings	and	efficiencies	in	state	gov-
ernment	to	help	the	budget	crisis.

The	 commission	 is	 stacked	
with	 well-connected	 political	
heavyweights	who	know	their	way	
around	 Raleigh,	 but	 watching	 the	
committee	 operate	 doesn’t	 inspire	
confidence	that	it	will	recommend	
dramatic	changes.	

Thursday	 the	 commission	 di-
rected	 state	 agencies	 to	 come	 up	
with	 better	 ways	 to	 manage	 the	
state’s	procurement	process	and	put	

off	discussion	of	the	ongoing	prob-
lems	 with	 local	 Alcohol	 Beverage	
Control	 Commissions	 that	 have	
made	headlines	recently.

Commission	members	seem	sin-
cere	 about	 their	work,	 and	maybe	
they	can	come	up	with	some	long-
term	improvements	in	the	way	the	
state	operates,	but	don’t	look	for	any	
big	savings	in	the	short	term.

IBM	executive	Curtis	Clark	told	
his	fellow	members	about	the	diffi-
culty	 in	reorganizing	state	govern-
ment,	and	Clark	should	know.	He	
headed	the	1993	Government	Per-
formance	Audit	created	during	the	
budget	crisis	of	1991.

Some	of	the	audit’s	smaller	rec-
ommendations	 were	 adopted,	 but	
the	proposals	for	significant	chang-
es	were	largely	ignored.	It’s	striking	
how	 similar	 the	 language	 in	 the	
1993	audit	is	to	the	discussions	held	
last	 week	 about	 state	 purchasing	
and	technology	management.

North	 Carolina	 desperately	
needs	 tax	 reform,	 and	 a	 more	 ef-
ficient	 state	 government	 wouldn’t	
hurt	 either.	 But	 Thursday‘s	 events	
don’t	lead	you	to	believe	that	either	
one	is	coming	soon.

The	 more	 the	 names	 and	 faces	
change,	the	more	the	special	inter-
ests	and	political	considerations	stay	
the	same.

Chris Fitzsimon is executive 
director of N.C. Policy Watch.

Shame	on	you,	
mother	Blue

Bill	SommeRS

Recently,	unsuspecting	N.C.	
residents	have	found	their	mailboxes	
awash	with	Blue	Cross	Blue	Shield	
mailings	that	shed	manufactured	
crocodile	tears	on	the	“horror”	of	a	rel-
atively	small	public	program	included	
in	the	Obama	Health	Plan	proposal,	
calling	it	a	“vast	expansion	in	the	
government’s	role,”	while	praising	its	
own	righteous	stance	for	“health	care	
that	works.”	This	mail-order	crusade	
was	predicted	back	in	May,	when	Paul	
Krugman’s	New	York	Times	column	
“Blue	Double	Cross”	noted	that	after	
private	insurers	had	a	cooperative	
photo-op	with	the	president,	BCBS	of	
North	Carolina,	among	others,	began	
“gearing	up	for	a	major	smear	cam-
paign.”	And	so	it	has	come	to	pass.

Their	insulting	insertion	of	the	
postcard	mailing	trick	underlines	
BCBS’s	reckless	fear	that	any	kind	of	
competition	is	an	attack	on	its	profit	
margin;	it	also	symbolizes	the	inability	
of	most	private	health	insurers	to	con-
tribute	to	the	country’s	greater	good	
against	the	morass	of	increasingly	
botched	private	health	care	provid-
ers	and	rising	insurance	premiums.	
BCBS’s	constant	misrepresentation	of	
the	true	goal	of	a	public	health-insur-
ance	sector	has	made	the	United	States	
the	negative	model	for	health	care	
when	compared	to	so	many	developed	
–	and	developing	–	countries.	Despite	
its	protestations,	BCBS	wants	to	keep	
that	negative	model	alive	and	well	for	
as	long	as	it	can.

In	fact,	most	of	the	private	insur-
ers	like	BCBS	of	North	Carolina	
began	raising	their	rates	as	Congress	
started	the	process	of	implementing	a	
major	overhaul	of	our	failing	system.	
The	major	reason	is	the	fact	that	the	
insurance	industry	is	under	pressure	
from	Wall	Street	to	get	ahead	of	any	
legislative	changes	that	might	reduce	
its	profits.	Small	businesses	suffer	
most	from	the	insurance	industry’s	
greed	–	of	which	BCBS	is	a	signifi-
cant	part.	One	small	businessman	in	
Columbia,	Pa.,	for	example,	was	told	
by	his	current	insurance	carrier	that	
his	workforce	was	becoming	“too	old	
and	very	expensive”	after	demanding	a	
160	percent	increase	in	the	company’s	
coverage.	

After	receiving	the	first	of	the	
BCBS’s	mailings,	I	wrote	to	their	
Durham	office	complaining	about	the	
mailings	and	the	gross	inaccuracies	
included	therein.	I	shortly	received	a	
reassuringly	bland	letter	from	the	proj-
ect	manager	of	“Member	Experience	
and	Customer	Satisfaction.”	GEE!	
Among	a	litany	of	well-practiced	posi-
tively	stated	negative	pronouncements,	
one	sentence	seemed	a	summation	of	
attitude	and	status:

“We	think	it’s	critical	that	North	
Carolinians	understand	how	a	govern-
ment-run	health	plan	and	increased	
taxes	could	impact	health	coverage	
costs	and	choice.	That’s	why	we’re	
working	to	educate	North	Carolinians	
to	do	that.”	

GEE.	Here’s	Mother	Blue	Cross	sit-
ting	on	her	Blue	Shield	telling	all	her	
North	Carolina	children	to	be	quiet	
and	go	out	and	play	while	Mother	
Blue	takes	care	of	the	problem.	GEE	
WHIZ!

But	Mother	Blue	is	a	bit	of	a	
scoundrel.	She	forgets	to	tell	us	that	
BCBS	has	for	many	years	been	–	and	
currently	is	–a	full	participant	in	the	
Federal	Employees	Health	Benefits	
program	(FEHB),	a	government-run	
health	plan	that	is	a	model	of	the	
plan	BC/BS	decries	with	such	moral	
fervor.	In	it,	the	U.S.	government	pays	
between	60	percent	and	70	percent	
of	premium	costs	to	the	participating	
insurers	–	BCBS	included	–	through	
the	budget	of	the	U.S.	Office	of	Per-
sonnel	Management.	Under	FEHB,	
BCBS	offers	“fee-for-services”	plans	in	
eight	states,	while	in	a	slightly	different	
mode	offers	HMO	health	participa-
tion	in	six	states.	

Well,	Mother	Blue,	how	do	you	
justify	this	immorality	to	your	poor	
children?	On	the	one	hand	you	tell	
us	that	these	awful	government-run	
health	plans	are	serious	threats	to	the	
country	while	with	the	other	hand	
–	unseen	to	your	trusting	children	
–	you	are	taking	funds	from	the	U.S.	
government	hand	over	fist?

PLEASE!

Bill Sommers, a Fearrington Village 
resident, is a regular contributor to 
Chatham	County	Line, where this 
column first appeared.
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	Business	Briefs
Call	for	nominations

Leadership	Triangle	seeks	nominations	
for	the	2010	Goodmon	Awards	recognizing	
regionally	minded	leaders	and	organizations.	
Citizens	may	nominate	businesses	and	non-
profits	for	the	Exemplary	Regional	Leadership	
by	an	Organization	award,	lauding	an	entity	
that	has	developed	an	innovative	regional	
program	to	address	a	pressing	regional	issue	or	
has	consistently	provided	outstanding	support	
and	leadership	on	regional	issues.	Nomination	
criteria	and	forms	are	available	at	leadership-
triangle.com.

Green	architecture	talk
The	UNC	Center	for	Sustainable	Enter-

prise	presents	a	lecture	by	Rob	Watson,	chair-
man,	CEO	and	chief	scientist	at	ECOTECH	
International	from	5:30	to	6:30	p.m.	on	
Thursday,	Feb.	11	at	the	Kenan-Flagler	Busi-
ness	School’s	Koury	Auditorium.	Watson	is	
known	as	the	founding	father	of	the	Leader-
ship	in	Energy	and	Environmental	Design	
(LEED)	concept,	the	most	widespread	and	
fastest-growing	green	building	measurement	
worldwide.	RSVP	to	cse@unc.edu

biz beAT

Local	biz	owners	forecast

Big	boxing:	Senator,	
shopkeepers	spar	over	Costco

MarGot	C.	LeSter

Enough	about	last	year.	What	
does	2010	have	in	store	for	the	lo-
cal	economy?	

“I	think	at	best	that	it	will	be	
a	year	of	very	 slow	growth,”	 says	
Brad	Broadwell,	Orange	County’s	
economic	 development	 officer.	
“Some	 exceptions	 for	 moderate	
growth	potential	can	be	found	in	
the	areas	of	health	care	and	in	en-
terprises	that	drive	technology	de-
velopment	through	federal	grants	
and	research	dollars	or	contracts.”

Dianne	Reid,	president	of	 the	
Chatham	 County	 Economic	
Development	 Corporation,	 notes	
positive	signs	too.	“Locally,	we	see	
some	companies	expanding	hours	
for	their	employees,	going	back	to	
five-day	operations,	beginning	 to	
consider	expansion	possibilities.”

Some	 sectors	 probably	 won’t	
experience	 much	 improvement.	
“New	 construction,	 retailers	 sell-
ing	 luxury	 items	 and	 high-end	
personalized	services	will	continue	
to	struggle,”	Reid	notes.	“Consum-
ers	will	continue	to	insist	on	value	
and	to	save	more	of	their	earnings	
than	in	previous	decades.	In	addi-
tion,	 highly	 leveraged	 businesses	
will	 continue	 to	 struggle	because	
credit	has	not	loosened	and	is	not	
likely	to	in	the	near	future.”

So	what	do	local	business	own-
ers	expect?	We	asked	a	few	to	get	
out	 their	 crystal	balls	 and	 tell	us	
what	they	foresee	for	this	year.

“I’m	 sworn	 to	 silence	 about	
2010.	Not	 that	 I’m	 superstitious,	
but,	yes,	I’m	superstitious.”

Damon	Lapas	chef/
owner/manager	the	
Barbecue	Joint,	Chapel	Hill

“The	summer	of	2009	was	the	
slowest	 time	 on	 record	 for	 our	
electrical	 business,	 [but]	 we	 fin-
ished	the	year	struggling	to	keep	
up	with	demand	for	our	services.	
I	predict	a	busy	year	in	2010.	Gas	
prices	are	high	and	I	expect	people	
in	 our	 area	 to	 be	 avoiding	 travel	
and	 investing	 in	 their	 homes.	 I	
could	be	wrong	about	2010,	and	
if	the	tough	times	continue	I	want	
to	be	prepared.	Therefore	we	will	
resist	 the	temptation	to	grow	the	
company.	We	do	not	plan	on	hir-
ing	 more	 people	 right	 now,	 but	
we	are	expanding	our	 services	 to	

include	more	of	 a	 focus	on	 solar	
power,	 geo-thermal	 and	 energy	
efficiency.	We	hope	that	by	offer-
ing	assistance	 to	home	and	busi-
ness	 owners	 who	 are	 interested	
in	 investing	 in	 long-term	 energy	
savings,	we	can	help	our	company	
grow	while	doing	our	part	to	keep	
energy	 costs	 down	 for	 everyone	
in	 our	 area.	 Another	 coal	 power	
plant	 is	 not	 the	 answer.”	 Brad	
Bonneville,	owner	

Bonneville	renovation	
&	repair	LLC,	commercial	
and	residential	electrical/
power	contractor,	
Carrboro

“We	 are	 anticipating	 nice	
growth	 in	2010.	People	may	be	
drinking	 less-expensive	 wine,	
but	they	are	still	drinking	wine,	
and	our	products	are	a	fun	and	
inexpensive	 way	 for	 people	 to	
have	 a	 fuller	 wine	 experience.	
We	 have	 a	 brand-new	 website	
and	we	will	be	working	to	inte-
grate	various	social	media,	such	
as	 Twitter,	 Facebook	 and	 blogs,	
into	our	customer	relations.”

ashley	atkins,	
Southeastern	U.S.	regional	
sales	manager	oenophilia,	
wine	accessories	and	
barware	wholesaler,	
Hillsborough

“2010	 will	 be	 the	 year	 that	
Piedmont	 Biofuels	 comes	 out	
of	 ‘startup’	 and	 becomes	 a	 full-
fledged	 business.	 Stand	 by	 for	
solid	 growth	 in	 fuel	 production.	
2010	will	also	be	a	high-water	year	
for	our	research	and	analytics	en-
deavors,	 in	which	we	will	 release	
a	new	technology	that	will	change	
the	way	biodiesel	is	manufactured	
and	 will	 eliminate	 expensive	 co-
products	 from	 the	 equation.	 We	
also	anticipate	growth	in	our	de-
sign-build	projects.	[This]	will	be	
the	 year	 that	 our	 eco-industrial	
park	 expands.	 With	 nine	 indi-
vidual	businesses	‘inside	the	fence’	
and	an	increase	in	tour	traffic,	we	
will	 see	 more	 building	 permits	
pulled	 and	 more	 structures	 rise	
from	the	earth.”

Lyle	estill,	vice	president	
of	stuff	Piedmont	Biofuels,	
biodiesel	producer,	
Pittsboro

“I	 think	 there	 will	 be	 some	
improvement	 in	 the	 economy	 in	
2010,	albeit	gradual.	The	past	18	
months,	we	have	seen	declines	in	
sales	 primarily	 due	 to	 customers	
having	 less	 disposable	 income.	 I	
was	in	Atlanta	at	the	January	Gift	
show	 and	 it	 was	 encouraging	 to	
see	an	increase	in	buying	activity.	
As	employment	opportunities	im-
prove,	 there	 should	be	 an	uptick	
in	 sales,	but	we	will	 still	need	 to	
manage	our	cost	of	goods	sold	and	
watch	 other	 expenses.	 We	 look	
forward	 to	 hiring	 additional	 de-
sign	staff	as	the	sales	improve.”

Charles	House,	owner	
University	Florist,	Chapel	
Hill

“After	 an	 average	 dip	 in	 sales	
across	 all	50	 states	of	30	percent	
in	 2009	 and	 painfully	 deep	 ex-
pense	 cuts,	we	 enjoyed	 a	healthy	
rally	in	the	fourth	quarter	thanks	
to	 special	promotions,	 a	national	
event	 involving	 235	 stores	 and	
some	exciting	online	activities	that	
promoted	our	stores.	We	expect	5	
to	10	percent	sales	growth	in	2010	
over	 last	 year	 for	 our	 VIETRI	
Outlet	 Store	 in	 Hills-borough	
(retired	and	slightly	flawed	prod-
ucts	and	samples	at	discount),	our	
full-service	 VIETRI	 retail	 store	
in	Fearrington,	as	well	as	at	three	
very	important	local	customer	lo-
cations.	We’ll	increase	web-based	
marketing	 on	 www.vietri.com,	
Facebook	and	Twitter.	

Frances	Gravely,	co-
founder	and	co-owner	
VIetrI	Inc.,	importer	
of	Italian	handcrafted	
tabletop	and	gift	products,	
Hillsborough

“In	 2010,	 we	 hope	 to	 reach	
out	 to	 new	 customers	 [with]	 se-
lective	 marketing.	 We	 also	 hope	
for	us	and	all	our	neighbors	here	
in	downtown	Carrboro	 that	 the	
new	parking	space	on	the	old	An-
drews-Riggsbee	property	will	be	
a	benefit	for	our	businesses.	We’re	
going	to	be	letting	new	custom-
ers	 and	existing	ones	know	 that	
Carrboro	has	a	nice,	new	public	
space	for	parking.	We’re	putting	
our	best	face	on	for	new	shoppers	
who	can	now	get	here	and	park.

Matt	Neal,	co-owner	
Neal’s	Deli

By	KIrK	roSS
Staff Writer

 Carrboro  	 —	 	 Sen.	 Ellie	
Kinnaird’s	push	for	a	Costco	for	
Carrboro	has	 some	 shopkeepers	
fuming	 over	 what	 they	 say	 is	 a	
slight	 against	 them	 that	 she’s	
used	in	making	her	argument.

Meanwhile,	town	officials	say	
it	is	very	unlikely	a	store	will	be	
sited	here.

Kinnaird,	 who	 met	 with	
Costco	 and	 town	 and	 county	
officials	 two	 years	 ago	 seeking	
a	store	for	the	area,	has	said	the	
company’s	pay	and	benefits	and	
its	corporate	practices	are	a	good	
match	 for	 the	 town.	 Landing	
one,	 Kinnaird	 says,	 could	 be	 a	
major	shot	in	the	arm	for	the	lo-
cal	economy.

“The	 only	 way	 to	 make	 our	
taxes	 less	of	 a	burden	 to	home-
owners	is	to	increase	the	tax	base	
by	 developing	 a	 vigorous	 com-
mercial	 tax	 base	 in	 Carrboro,”	
she	said.

Carrboro	Mayor	Mark	Chil-
ton	 acknowledged	 that	 there	
have	 been	 discussions	 in	 the	
past,	but	said	the	company	ruled	
out	Carrboro	because	there	were	
no	 sites	 near	 a	 major	 four-lane	
highway.

“We’re	 not	 talking	 to	 them,	
we’ve	 met	 with	 them	 twice	 at	
least	in	the	last	four	years,	but	at	
no	time	in	the	last	year	or	two,”	he	
said	in	a	recent	interview.	“I	think	
there	 are	 some	places	 in	Chapel	
Hill	they	could	potentially	be	in-
terested	in,	and	that’s	what	I	got	

from	my	conversation”
Costco	officials	have	remained	

mum	on	any	discussions.	 In	an	
email	 response,	 a	 spokesperson	
for	 Costco	 chairman	 and	 co-
founder	 Jeff	 Brotman	 told	 The	
Citizen	 last	 week,	 “Our	 corpo-
rate	 policy	 is	 to	 not	 comment	
on	specific	markets.”	The	closest	
Costco	to	the	Chapel	Hill-Carr-
boro	market	is	on	North	Pointe	
Drive	in	Durham.

Kinnaird	recently	revived	her	
Costco	 push,	 asking	 town	 of-
ficials	 to	 support	 the	 effort.	 In	
making	 her	 case	 about	 wages	
and	 benefits,	 however,	 she	 has	
rankled	 proponents	 of	 a	 more	
locally	focused	economy,	includ-
ing	members	of	the	nascent	Lo-
calMotion	 organization,	 which	
promotes	homegrown	enterprise	
and	cooperation.

Wootini	 gallery	 owner	 Mi-
chael	 Maher	 said	 the	 senator’s	
position	 is	 out	of	 step	with	 ef-
forts	 to	 build	 a	 strong	 locally	
based	 economy.	 Maher	 said	
while	 he	 agrees	 that	 building	
the	 tax	 base	 is	 important,	 he	
feels	 small	 businesses	 and	 not	
big	 box	 stores	 like	 Costco	 are	
the	way	to	do	it.	Locally	owned	
businesses,	 he	 said,	 return	 a	
much	higher	percentage	of	their	
sales	to	their	communities	than	
do	chain	stores.

“If	you	want	honest	growth	
—	grow	from	within.	The	mon-
ey	and	development	you	would	
use	 to	 lure	 a	 Costco	 .	 .	 .	 you	
could	better	use	to	create	an	in-
cubator	 program	 for	entrepre-

neurial	 business,	 enhance	 the	
artistic	 community,	 promote	
what	 is	 already	 here,”	 Maher	
wrote	 in	 an	 email	 response	 to	
The Citizen.

In	her	letter	outlining	the	case	
for	 a	 Costco,	 Kinnaird	 insists	
that	 the	 town’s	 small	 boutiques	
and	shops	shouldn’t	be	the	basis	
for	the	local	economy.

“More	 importantly,	 those	
small	 businesses	 cannot	 pay	 a	
living	wage	or	health	insurance	
to	 their	 employees.	 The	 small	
workforce	they	hire	is	therefore	
deprived	 of	 both,”	 Kinnaird	
wrote.	 “Costco,	 on	 the	 other	
hand,	 paid	 $18	 an	 hour	 some	
years	 ago,	 and	 I	 suspect	 pays	
more	now.	Every	employee,	full	
and	part	time,	is	provided	with	
health	insurance.”

She	 acknowledged	 taking	
heat	over	the	issue	and	said	she	
wished	 she	 had	 noted	 that	 the	
smaller	shops	can	provide	own-
ers	 and	 small-business	 people	
with	a	good	living.

Carrboro	 alderman	 Dan	
Coleman	 said	 it	 appears	 that	
Costco	and	other	larger	retailers	
are	not	interested	in	locating	in	
Carrboro.	 While	 a	 diversity	 of	
opinion	 on	 economic	 policy	 is	
a	good	thing,	he	said,	it	makes	
more	sense	for	the	town	to	focus	
on	 growing	 and	 supporting	 its	
locally-owned	businesses.

Kinniard’s	case	for	a	Costco	
and	 Maher’s	 response	 is	 avail-
able	 on	 The Citizen’s	 website,	
carrborocitizen.com/main

Beth	 Mechum	 contributed	

Walk	Carrboro

The	Carrboro	Merchants	Association,	now	in	its	second	year,	held	a	get-together	at	founder	
Jesse	Kalisher’s	gallery	on	Friday	to	announce	the	second	edition	of	its	Walk	Carrboro	map.

Mayor	Mark	Chilton	was	on	hand	for	the	unveiling	and	said	he	hopes	the	map	and	the	
Walk	Carrboro	effort,	along	with	the	increase	in	downtown	parking	spaces,	continue	to	help	
Carrboro	build	its	brand	as	a	shopping	and	dining	destination.

Kalisher	said	several	new	locations	and	landmarks	have	been	added	to	this	year’s	edition.	
The	maps	will	be	distributed	throughout	downtown	and	are	available	on	the	Walk	Carrboro	
web	site	at	walkcarrboro.com

pHoTo bY kiRk RoSS
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“One	of	the	challenges	is	that	
education	is	not	the	primary	rea-
son	the	kids	are	in	your	school,”	
said	 Principal	 Flicka	 Bateman,	
who	has	spent	her	career	working	
in	 hospital-school	 environments,	
including	13	years	in	her	current	
position.	“As	important	as	school	
is,	it	is	secondary	to	the	medical	
needs.”

Often	 that	 means	 lessons	
are	 scheduled	 and	 rescheduled	
around	 medical	 procedures,	
physical	 therapy	 and	 a	 student’s	
energy	 level	 that	 particular	 day.	
This	 balancing	 act	 often	 leaves	
Weatherly	 asking,	 “Do	 I	 push	
this	kid	today?	Or	do	I	say,	‘This	
kid	needs	to	rest	today.’”

Weatherly	 has	 been	 at	 the	
school	 for	 10	 years	 and,	 like	 all	
of	the	school’s	teachers,	has	a	spe-

cial-education	 degree.	 She	 and	
five	 other	 teachers	 make	 up	 the	
school’s	 pediatrics	 department,	
while	another	five	work	in	psychi-
atry.	The	two	departments,	while	
sharing	a	principal,	media	special-
ist	and	other	faculty,	operate	dif-
ferently	in	order	to	best	meet	the	
needs	 –	 both	 academically	 and	
medically	–	of	their	students.	

In	 pediatrics,	 teachers	 are	 as-
signed	 to	 a	 particular	 medical	
department,	 such	 as	 oncology,	
burns	or,	in	Weatherly’s	case,	ne-
phrology.	 Teachers	 work	 with	
students	 in	 that	 department	 re-
gardless	of	what	grade	they	are	in.	
Sometimes,	as	in	Nakeizha’s	case,	
teachers	 will	 have	 the	 same	 stu-
dents	off	and	on	for	years;	other	
times	they	may	only	see	them	for	
a	few	days.	

Depending	on	a	student’s	mo-
bility,	 teachers	 may	 lead	 bedside	
lessons	 or	 bring	 students	 to	 the	
pediatrics’	 classroom	 –	 a	 cheer-

ful	room	with	large	windows	and	
just	a	few	desks.	Nearby	is	a	me-
dia	center	and	a	preschool	room	
that	 resembles	 many	 kindergar-
ten	classes	across	the	state.	

“We	want	to	do	as	much	as	we	
can	to	normalize	their	experience	
while	 they’re	 here,”	 Weatherly	
said.	 “It’s	 one	 thing	 to	 be	 a	 kid	
these	days;	but	these	kids,	on	top	
of	everything	else,	have	a	chronic	
medical	illness.”
A positive environment

A	 few	 floors	 down	 in	 psy-
chiatry,	 students	 are	 split	 into	
classes	 according	 to	 their	 ages.	
The	teachers	here	 try	 to	emulate	
a	 structured	 classroom	 routine,	
and	 because	 these	 children	 have	
often	had	negative	experiences	in	
school,	the	goal	is	creating	a	posi-
tive	environment.	

“A	main	focus	of	what	we	do	
is	working	on	their	behavior,”	said	
teacher	Elin	Nagel,	who	works	in	
the	psychiatry	primary	class.	“You	

really	 see	 a	 tremendous	 amount	
of	 change	 in	 a	 short	 amount	 of	
time.”

Nagel	has	worked	in	the	psy-
chiatry	 class	 for	 eight	 years	 and	
finds	the	work	incredibly	reward-
ing,	if	challenging	at	times.	Teach-
ers	often	run	the	risk	of	burn	out	
after	years	of	hearing	difficult	and	
heartbreaking	 stories	 from	 fami-
lies,	but	Nagel	has	learned	how	to	
cope	with	them	and	still	continue	
to	do	a	job	she	loves.	“In	order	to	
be	helpful,	you	have	to	keep	your	
distance,”	she	said.	“You	have	to	
keep	good	boundaries.”

Since	 students	 are	 limited	 to	
the	hospital	building,	the	school	
works	 with	 other	 organizations	
to	bring	the	wider	world	to	them.	
Through	 partnerships	 with	 the	
N.C.	 Museum	 of	 History	 and	
the	 N.C.	 Museum	 of	 Natural	
Sciences,	 students	participate	 in	
online	 fieldtrips	 several	 times	 a	
month.	A	program	called	Heal-

ing	 and	Hope	Through	Science	
brings	 a	 science	 teacher	 to	 the	
hospital	to	lead	hands-on	experi-
ments	each	week.

The	 average	 length	 of	 stay	
for	a	Hospital	School	student	 is	
nine	days,	which	means	teachers	
are	constantly	meeting	new	stu-
dents,	 coordinating	 with	 home	
schools	and	coming	up	with	les-
sons	at	the	spur	of	the	moment.	

“It	 has	 its	 pluses	 and	 its	mi-
nuses,”	 said	 Bateman	 of	 the	
school’s	 student	 turnover	 rate.	
“You	 certainly	 don’t	 want	 kids	
to	 stay	 so	you	can	 feel	 gratified	
in	 working	 with	 them	 …	 but	
sometimes	 by	 the	 time	 you	fig-
ure	out	a	strategy	that	will	work,	
the	child	leaves.”

Some	families	come	prepared	
with	 books,	 assignments	 and	
homework.	 For	 others,	 contact-
ing	 a	 school	 about	 makeup	 as-
signments	 is	 the	 furthest	 thing	
from	 their	 minds.	 It’s	 the	 job	

of	 the	 Hospital	 School	 staff	 to	
make	sure	the	needs	of	all	those	
students	 are	 met	 equally	 well,	
and	 it’s	 something	 for	 which	
many	 parents	 –	 and	 students	
–	are	grateful	for.	

For	 students	 such	 as	 Nakei-
zha,	who	know	the	hospital	rou-
tines	and	staff	as	well	as	those	of	
their	 home	 school,	 the	 hospital	
school	 offers	 an	 additional	 sup-
port	system	and	opportunities	to	
feel	successful	and	hopeful.	

Hopeful	is	a	word	to	describe	
Nakeizha	 and	her	 team	of	doc-
tors	 this	 week.	 After	 a	 year	 on	
the	transplant	list,	Nakeizha	re-
ceived	a	new	kidney	last	Wednes-
day,	 meaning	 her	 future	 may	
include	 less	 time	at	 the	hospital	
and	 more	 time	 with	 her	 peers.	
While	she	recovers	from	surgery,	
Nakeizha	can	expect	daily	visits	
from	 Weatherly,	 reminding	 her	
that	school	is	part	of	being	a	kid	
–	even	a	kid	with	a	new	kidney.	

fri 1/22 — Cheese pizza; 
pepperoni pizza; Sloppy joe on 
a Wheat bun; garden Salad; 
Seasoned green beans; Chilled 
Applesauce

MON 1/25 — Chicken nug-
gets w/Wheat Roll; beef Tacos 
w/Salsa, Cheese, Lettuce & 
Tom; Spanish Rice; Corn on the 
Cobb; Apple Halves

tue 1/26 — pork egg Roll 
w/Wheat Roll; mozzarella 
Cheese Sticks; w/marinara Dip-
ping Sauce; “fun on the Run”; 
brown Rice pilaf; Asian mixed 
Vegetables; Chilled Apricots

wed 1/27 — Roast Turkey 
w/gravy; Tuna Salad w/Let-
tuce, Tomato and Crackers; 
fresh nC grown baked; Sweet 
potatoes; Seasoned Lima beans; 
Chilled pears

thu 1/28 — Ham & Cheese 
Sub on a Wheat bun; Cheese 
pizza; pepperoni pizza; “fun 
on the Run”; Carrot & Celery 
Sticks; Steamed broccoli; Vanilla 
pudding

elementary 

school 

lunch
menu

Phoenix	Academy	has	first	
graduating	class

Phoenix	Academy	High	School	celebrated	
its	first	graduates	on	Jan.	15,	as	Principal	La-
Verne	Mattocks	awarded	diplomas	to	Marcus	
J’uan	Long	and	Tremayne	Keith	Hairston.

Prior	to	this	school	year,	Phoenix	Academy	
operated	as	a	program	rather	than	an	inde-
pendent	school.	The	change	to	the	school	was	
accomplished	over	the	summer.	Previously,	
graduates	received	diplomas	from	their	base	
high	schools	rather	than	from	Phoenix.

	Board	of	education	meeting	
Thursday

The	CHCCS	Board	of	Education	will	meet	
Thursday,	Jan.	21,	at	7	p.m.	at	Chapel	Hill	
Town	Hall.	Options	for	high	school	hon-
ors	courses	and	AP	course	offerings	will	be	
discussed.	In	December,	the	board	of	educa-
tion	considered	options	for	offering	additional	

honors-level	courses	in	the	high	schools.	It	
became	clear	during	the	board	meetings	that	
additional	input	was	needed	to	make	a	more	
informed	decision	about	the	options.	Five	op-
tions	will	be	presented	Thursday	night.	These	
options	are	described	in	depth	on	the	board	
of	education	page	at	the	CHCCS	website	at	
chccs.k12.nc.us

Cultural	diversity	
at	Smith	Middle

Smith	Middle	School’s	ninth	annual	Cul-
tural	Performance	Night	will	be	Thursday,	
Jan.	28,	from	6	to	8	p.m.	at	Chapel	Hill	
High’s	Hanes	Auditorium.	

A	$1	donation	(children	under	5	get	in	
free)	will	guarantee	a	seat	and	a	chance	to	
see	children	celebrate	cultural	diversity	and	
compassion	through	dance,	poetry,	skits	and	
more	from	around	the	world.	

Contact	Sally	Merryman	at	918-2145	ext.	
21411	or	Megan	Webb	at	ext.	21999	for	more	
information.

BRMA	volunteers	rewarded	with	
Disney	incentive

Blue	Ribbon	Mentor-Advocate	is	joining	
the	HandsOn	Network	to	encourage	vol-
unteerism	through	the	“Give	a	Day.	Get	a	
Disney	Day.”	program.	New	BRMA	mentors	
and	tutors	are	eligible	to	receive	a	free	one-
day,	one-theme	park	ticket	to	Disneyland	or	
Walt	Disney	World.	Volunteers	must	make	
a	full	commitment	to	their	BRMA	role	and	
meet	all	the	registration	guidelines	of	the	
HandsOn	Network	and	Disney.

To	find	out	more	or	to	register	to	volun-
teer,	visit	handsonnetwork.org/disney

School	Briefs
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i’m not a racist.  i just don’t believe in mixing the races that way. - justice of the peace 
Keith bardwell, on denying an interracial couple a marriage license in Louisiana

Dan Ryon
Financial Advisor
205 West Main Street, Suite 101
Carrboro, NC  27510
Bus. 919-933-3191

Investments
Retirement Planning Services
Education Savings
Financial Assessments
Free Portfolio Reviews
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Member SIPC


If you have a pet-related need,  

WE CAN HELP!



For your Animal Sheltering & Animal Control needs!! 

 



and more!! 

Visit us Online for Pictures of our Animals and  
More Information on all of the Services We Offer! 

www.co.orange.nc.us/animalservices

1601 Eubanks Road Chapel Hill            919-942-PETS (7387)

Support	your	local	advertiser.

Listen to 
community 
radio wcom 103.5fm

day of Service – Malika rauf of east Chapel hill high spent Martin Luther 
King Jr. day cleaning up the Lincoln Center. bY beTH meCHUm
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REAL ESTATE & CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED RATES $5.00/issue for up to 15 words. Words over 15: $0.35/word/issue.  

Place your classified ad online until MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

CLASSIFIED
ADS
WORK!

FREE 
WEB 
LISTING!

your classified ad will be 
published on our high-traffic 

website just as it appears  
in our printed version.

MLK
from page 1

The mayors of Carrboro and 
Chapel Hill, Mark Chilton and 
Mark Kleinschmidt, extended 
greetings from their respective 
towns.

“How great it is to be part of 
a community that can pause to 
recognize this momentous occa-
sion,” Kleinschmidt said.

Ashley Osment received the 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Community Service Award for 
her work as a community activist 
in Chapel Hill, and Timothy Ty-
son was on hand to give the key-
note address. Tyson is a research 
scholar at Duke University’s 
Center for Documentary Studies 
and author of Blood Done Sign 
My Name.

Tyson’s reminded the audi-
ence that though King became 
the face of the civil rights move-
ment, it was Southern black 
communities that were the back-
bone of change.

Tyson called attention to 
members of the community 
who don’t have a day named 
after them, like the sit-in lead-

ers, the educators in the school 
system and even Rosa Parks 
and the work she did before she 
became known as the woman 
who wouldn’t sit in the back of 
the bus.

“We are honoring Dr. King 
because he is a symbol of that 
movement,” he said.

Tyson ended his speech with 
a call to rid North Carolina of 
neighborhood schools because, 
he said, they lead to unjust seg-
regation and severely hindered 
those on the low end of the so-
cioeconomic spectrum.

“Segregation was never about 
water fountains,” he said. “It was 
about teaching black students 
they were ‘less than.’”

Many of the students in at-
tendance made their way to the 
Lincoln Center after the speech 
to help in a cleanup effort.

East Chapel Hill student Ma-
lika Rauf was one of those who 
spent a day off of school giving 
back to her community

“I decided to come out here 
today because it is important to 
volunteer, because it shows we 
care about the community and 
are making a difference,” Rauf 
said.

ApArtments 
for rent

1st montH DIsCoUnt If 
RENTED BY 1/31! 2BR/2BA at 
Berkshire Manor West. FREE 
washer/ dryer. FREE cable/ inter-
net. $699/ mo! Resident must sub-
let before 1/31! CALL NOW (864) 
384-7216 

DUplex for rent
CHArmIng 2 BDr wItH lAke 
vIew $780. washer/dryer, walking 
distance to downtown. 306-2509 

Homes for sAle

ArCADIA Co-HoUsIng CUstom 
Home For Sale by original owner. 
3 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms, 1804 
sf, $399K. See www.arcadiacohous-
ing.org for photos and details. (919) 
932-5910 

CHApel HIll rAnCHer sits atop a 
knoll in the Highland Woods n’hood. 
Full basement, gazebo, wired shed. 
An amazing screened porch w/ vault-
ed ceiling overlooks the wooded hill-
side. Imported tile in kitchen & half-
bath, hammered copper vessel sink 
& an antique oak mantle are a few 
of the unique features in this home. 
$429,000 Weaver Street Realty 929-
5658 

201 S. Estes Drive
Chapel Hill 

919.929.7133
Mon-Thurs 10-7 • Fri 10-9

Sat 10-7 • Sun 11-6

Wall-to-wall, fl oor-to-ceiling, everything—including wines, cheeses, chocolates, coffee & tea...

super
   sale

10 TO 70% OFF
EVERYTHING

Available in our Chapel Hill Store only. Not available by phone or online. Not valid on previous purchases. Cannot be combined with other promotional offers. While supplies last. No special orders.

CUtest, perfeCt lIttle Cot-
tAge in town! Pine floors, dar-
ling kitchen, open floorplan, and a 
tucked-away bedroom. Upstairs, 
you’ll discover the surprise bonus 
room using the cool narrow stairway. 
Large secluded lot. Close-in and only 
$189,000. Weaver Street Realty 929-
5658 

lIve sImply in this 50’s bungalow 
complete with well water for garden-
ing. Two blocks from downtown, walk 
everywhere, grow your own on the 
large lot & enjoy a small footprint. 
Full basement for bikes, kayaks. Live 
simply, simply move in. $250,000 
Weaver Street Realty 929-5658 

new green Homes In 
CArrBoro Want a brand new 
home in Carrboro with net zero 
energy costs for under $300,000? 
Veridia Solar Community is selling 
now! Call 919-923-1058. Bronwyn 
Merritt, Community Realty. 

steps from BolIn Creek trail-
head. Cobblestone 4 bedroom tra-
ditional w/wood floors, dentil mold-
ing, eat-in kitchen & formal dining 
room. Wrap-around porch, large 
shed for storage, mature landscap-
ing. $313,500 Weaver Street Realty 
929-5658 

ConDos for sAle

lAkefront ConDo $79,900 
Quiet living on Cedar lake. Unit com-
pletely renovated near 15-501 PNR 
923-3295 

offICe spACe for 
leAse/sAle

offICe or retAIl 
spACe

204 W. Main St., ground floor. 700 
sq. ft. $1200/ month. Peck & Artisans 
368-6912.

open office coop space avail-
able in downtown Carrboro. Peck 
and Artisans Building, 204 W. Main 
St. Great light, hardwood floors. 
Easy walk from anywhere in old 
Carrboro. Artists, writers, design-
ers and small businesses are your 
office mates. $ 270.00/ month 933-
8485 

wAnteD to rent  
or BUy

exCHAnge HoUses In CAr-
rBr? We’re downsizing! Need more 
house? Maybe we could buy each 
others.’ Ours: 2900sf 4BR 3.5bath, 
MIL unit, attic. Subdv w/ pool, McD 
Elm Yours: McD Mdl, 3br2bth. Hap-
pyFamilyNC@gmail.com 

Home Improvement
mICHAel  eDwArDs BUIlD-
Ing & grADIng serving area for 
25 years additions, rooms, kitchens, 
bathrooms, custom decks & porches, 
we cover all your home improvments 
roofing, painting, gutters, grading, 
hauling bobcat work call for your free 
estimate 933-5458 

servICes

wholistic facials Cori Roth, 
Licensed Esthetician(#E3914) & 
Certified Dr. Hauschka Esthetician. 
Offering facials featuring lymph 
stimulation, aromatherapeutic com-
presses, decollete massage and 
treatments designed for specific 
skin conditions. Very healing and 
relaxing. Gift Certificates available. 
Contact: 919-933-4748 or www.di-
vinerose.com 

yogA InstrUCtor neeDeD 
Carrboro Recreation and Parks De-
partment is looking for a Yoga in-
structor to teach classes to beginner 
and intermediate students. Classes 
are on Tuesday evenings from 6-
7pm (beginners) and 7:15-8:30pm 
(intermediates). Competitive pay for 
experienced, qualified instructors. 
Call 918-7372 for details. 

ClAsses 
InstrUCtIon

CoUples mAssAge 
worksHop

Learn How To Share Pleasurable 
Massage at Home. February 6, Car-
rboro. PleasureMechanics.com

notICes
I wAnt olD CArrBoro 
pHotos - I am looking for photos 
of “Old” Carrboro families & build-
ings. I would like to make copies of 
any prints you may have. 967-4168 

BUY
LOCAL

phoTo by beTh meChum
Marchers round the corner of Franklin Street and head to First Baptist 
Church as part of the Martin Luther King Jr. Day festivities in Carrboro 
and Chapel Hill.
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FLORA
from page 1

Just about everyone 
who enjoyed an indoor 
tree this past holiday 
season had a tree cut 
from one of those tree 
farms. With the holi-
days past, those trees 
are discarded along 
curbsides into february. 
Though we are fortunate 
to have curbside pick-up 
for landfill composting, 
it’s sad that we don’t 
offer each tree a more 
reverent appreciation by 
extending its beauty and 
usefulness outdoors on 
the home turf. 

i want to stop and 
rescue every curbside 
discard, take it back and 
stand it upright in my 
yard, where it will con-
tinue to remain green for 
many more weeks.

sited near bird feed-

ers, the trees become 
excellent shelter and ap-
proach perches for birds. 
simply set upright in the 
ground, they provide 
evergreen elements all 
around 
the garden 
and home 
landscape 
for sev-
eral more 
months. 
after the 
visual 
landscape 
effects are 
past, the 
branches 
can be 
cut and 
applied 
as mulch 
around 
trees, 
shrubs and 
on gar-
den beds. 
There are 

so many creative uses on 
the home grounds for 
these trees, there is no 
sense discarding them 
curbside, making more 
work for public-works 
crews.

once again, diana 
steele gets the an-
nual “Citizens’ award 
for Creative orphaned 
Christmas Trees recy-
cling.” not only do these 
trees provide instant 
dramatic landscape ef-
fect throughout her gar-
den, but before dozens 
of them ever make the 
journey down to be-
come woodland brush-
pile wildlife habitats, the 
kids in her preschool 
move them around and, 
like budding architects, 
make tree fortresses, 
tree castles and even 
giant bird nests for their 
creative energies to ex-
plore for weeks on end.

so begin planning now 
on ways you will keep 
your Christmas tree on 
your home turf next 
year!

Rescued Fraser firs highlight Willow Hill welcome bunny.      
phoTo by Ken moore

A	thOusAnd	wORds
by JoCK LauTerer
do you have an important old photo that you value? send your 300 dpi scan 
to jock@email.unc.edu and include the story behind the picture. because 
every picture tells a story. and its worth? a thousand words.

Bill	and	Ruth	Crabtree,	1945

919-929-5658

in downtown Carrboro since 1982

Who needs GPS when 
you have WSR?

Looking for an agent who knows their way around?
We’ll help you navigate the real estate process.

WeaverStreetRealty.com 

support	
your	local	
advertiser.
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1101 Dawson Road, Chapel Hill, NC 27516 • www.doggiespa.com
phone: 919.932.4738     fax: 919.932.4736

Redefining the Entire Boarding Experience.®

Willow Hill preschoolers celebrate their Fraser fir 
creation.          phoTo by diana  sTeeLe

W
ell, you can see why ruth fell for the dashing seaman in his navy uniform 
— and bill for ruth, with her winning smile and flashing eyes. bill, 90, says 
he won her in his navy uniform —  and that may be so. but winning is one 
thing; making it last is another. on Tuesday, bill and ruth Crabtree of da-
mascus Church road outside of Carrboro celebrated their 65th  wedding 

anniversary, and they still have the secret of  maintaining a long marriage — uniform or not. 


