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This	Weekend
Friday
Sunny and Clear 
38/24

Saturday
20% Chance of Rain
47/30

Sunday
Partly Cloudy
54/32

Property owners asked 
to evict taquerias after 
anonymous complaint

By Kirk Ross
Staff Writer

After receiving an anonymous com-
plaint, Carrboro officials notified three 
property owners that so-called “taco 
trucks” parked on their properties are not 
in compliance with local zoning rules and 
will need to cease operations.

The owners of Fitch Lumber, Cliff’s 
Meat Market and Johnny’s Sporting 
Goods were notified by letter last week 
that allowing the trucks to operate on 
their property puts them in violation 
of the town’s zoning ordinances. They 
were given seven days to shut down the 
trucks or face action from the town. 
The letter, dated January 17, stated that 
the businesses could appeal the deci-
sion through the town’s board of ad-
justment, a process that requires a $250 
filing fee.

Marty Roupe, the town’s development 
review administrator, said typically investi-
gations of zoning compliance are driven by 
complaints from the public. Recently, he said, 
the town received a voice message complain-
ing about the trucks, which offer a range of 
traditional taqueria fare such as tacos, tama-
les, sopas and enchiladas along with some 
more exotic specialties such as beef tongue.

The trucks, which operate mainly on 
weekend evenings, have grown in popular-
ity and have won the praises of food writers 
for their authenticity. 

Roupe said it was unfortunate that the 
person who called in the complain did not 
leave a number where they could be reached, 
but that since it was a formal complaint the 
town was required to follow up on it.

Carrboro Mayor Mark Chilton said he 
only recently became aware of the com-
plaint with the trucks and the request by 
the town that they be shut down. He said 
he hoped that a solution could be found 
to keep them thriving.
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Having a library within walking distance 
of my childhood home fed my growing 
mind and kept me out of trouble. It even 
provided a safe place to break up with my 
first serious boyfriend. Throughout life, my 
local library was the place to go when bored 
or needing a lift — where there’s always 
something new waiting to be found.

Members of Friends of the Carrboro 
Branch Library know such facts about li-
braries. They knew it 20 years ago when 
they first started petitioning for one and 
have kept the knowledge fresh through 
the years since 1995, when the Carrboro 
Branch Library opened up inside McDou-
gle Middle School. 

They have been grateful for the library 
there, but they will not be satisfied until 
Carrboro lives down the statistic of being 

the largest town in North Carolina without 
a freestanding library. 

“Our books are locked up and un-use-
able most of the week,” said Nerys Levy. 
The library at McDougle is shared by the 
schools there, so patron hours begin after 
school lets out: from 3:30 to 8 p.m. Mon-
day through Thursday; Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.; and Sunday, 1 to 5 p.m. It’s 
closed on Fridays. Making it even harder to 
use, parking is difficult on school days — 
and on any day, it’s quite a walk for people 
with limited physical abilities. 

The mailing list of Friends of the Car-
rboro Library contains about 140 names, 
but the heavy lifting has fallen mostly to 
a core group: Levy, Martha Tyson, Dolo-
res Triantafillou, Linda Browner, Barbara 
Dewey, Heidi Perry, Catherine Devine and 
Karla Reed, who, despite discouragement 
from town and county politicos, continue 
to fight for money and a space to build a 
library where the people of Carrboro can 

easily gather seven days a week to open 
their minds, do homework, use a computer, 
enjoy community. 

“As a retired teacher, I see it as a meeting 
place for all ages, from pre-school to senior 
citizens,” said Triantafillou. “I see it as a 

SEE  ALDERMEN  PAGE 10

INDEx

News ..............................................................3
Community..................................................4
Obituaries .....................................................3
Land & Table ...............................................5
Opinion ..........................................................6
Schools ..........................................................8
Sports ..........................................................9
Classifieds ...................................................10

Friends hope to see a freestanding library for Carrboro INSIDE

Reality sets 
in for Heels

See Sports page 9

hOW	TO	REACh	uS

Contact	us
The Carrboro Citizen
P.O. Box 248
Carrboro, NC  27510
919-942-2100 (phone)
editor@carrborocitizen.com

Advertising
ads@carrborocitizen.com
919-942-2100 

Classifieds	&	Real	Estate
carrborocitizen.com/classifieds
Place your ad online or call 
919-942-2100, 8:30 - 3:00 M-F. Classi-
fied deadline is midnight Tuesday. 

Online	Edition
carrborocitizen.com/main	
Stories are published online  every 
Thursday at our main site, and also on 
our thematic sites:

carrborocitizen.com/
foodandfarm
carrborocitizen.com/politics
carrborocitizen.com/mill

how	to	Subscribe
The Carrboro Citizen is free to pick up 
at our many locations around town, 
but if you’d like to have us deliver your 
paper to your home, please visit 
carrborocitizen.com/subscribe.

•

•
•

“There’s hope, but people 
need to come forward 
and be a part of it.”
— Nerys Levy, on the 

possibility of a freestanding 
library in Carrboro

RECENTLy...
By Valarie Schwartz

PhOTO By KEN MOORE
American Beech leaves glistening 
gold everywhere.

Robert Frost 
moments in 
the Adams 
tract

A small group of us were 
rewarded with some beautiful 
and dramatic surprises during 
our woods walk on the Ad-
ams Track this past Saturday 
afternoon. It was very cold, the 
rain began to fall, and it was 
two hours before the Tar Heel 
basketball game. It’s hard to 
believe that a small group of 11 
adults and two lively youngsters 
would set off into the woods at 
the edge of Wilson Park at such 
a moment. But we did, and we 
were rewarded. 

At the beginning of our 
adventure, I asked the two 
youngsters, Flora and Jasper, to 
serve as junior naturalists and 
lead us forward. Flora imme-
diately initiated a game called 
“Find that Tree.” She beat us 
all to the base of the biggest of 
several sycamores and explained 
that she could find it because 
of the bark. We all admired the 
brilliant white upper trunks of 
the big trees brightening the 
dark gray day.

We left the big white trees 
behind down on the low ground 
as Flora ran ahead up hill into 
the piney woods to find leaves of 
different trees to show us. Young 
Jasper was proud to find a cone 
of one of the three different 
common pines, and that discov-
ery was so important that it did 
not matter what pine it was. 

As we walked from the top of 
the gently sloped pine forest to 
the steeper slopes of older decid-
uous trees, the sight of a distant 
lone sycamore down on Bolin 
Creek made us pause. A few 
steps beyond, we were stopped 
in our tracks by a thicket of 
young American Beech trees. 
They characteristically hold onto 
their leaves through the winter 
season. I don’t believe any of 
us were properly prepared for 
the Lilliputian forest of copper 
brown leaves glistening gold ev-
erywhere at eye level. A memo-
rable moment, indeed.
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FLORA
By Ken Moore

leaders committed to providing the extra help needed  
By susan Dickson 
Staff Writer

Ten years ago, Bishop Gene 
Hatley started thinking about a 
program run through the church 
to help educate the members of the 
African-American community. 

The program would reach 
out to children and adults who 
needed help with reading, math 
or other skills. 

Although Hatley – who serves 
as pastor of Barbee’s Chapel Mis-
sionary Baptist Church – tried 
to launch such a program several 
years ago, it was too small to suc-
ceed. But about a year ago, Hat-
ley and other volunteers started 
work on a new program, Barbee’s 

Chapel Harvest Word Commu-
nity Resource and Enrichment 
Centers, which will launch next 
month.

On Monday – Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day – Hatley invited com-
munity members to the church to 
learn about the program. 

“I’m just so excited,” Hatley said. 
“I’m trying to contain myself.” 

Harley announced the 
launch of the program at a meet-
ing of school and community 
leaders earlier this month, where 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro NAACP 
and Interdenominational Minis-
terial Alliance leaders called for 
changed and improved achieve-
ment for black students in Cha-
pel Hill-Carrboro schools.

Prior to the meeting, the groups 
distributed a report card to school 
officials outlining failures in 11 
categories, including eliminating 
the minority achievement gap, de-
creasing the dropout rate of black 
students and more. 

According to Chapel Hill-
Carrboro City Schools, about 44 
percent of black elementary school 
students passed both reading and 
math End of Grade tests, com-
pared with 93 percent of white 
elementary school students. 

Closing the minority achieve-
ment gap has been a repeated 
goal of school board members,
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New downtown project
said to be short on parking
By Kirk Ross
Staff Writer

A new five-story mixed-use 
development slated for the site of 
the old Andrews-Riggsbee hard-
ware store won’t provide enough 
parking and will exacerbate a 
growing downtown parking 
crunch, residents and business 
owners told the Carrboro Board 
of Aldermen Tuesday night.

The comments came as the 
board opened a public hearing on 
the proposed Roberson Square 
project on North Greensboro 
Street that would span the block 
between Carr, Roberson and 
Maple streets. The project in-
cludes two floors of commercial 
space, with the ground level ded-
icated to retail and restaurants 
and the second floor office space, 
and three floors of residential 
space with 18 condominiums.

With the restaurants included 
in the plan, town rules require 
the development to include 104 
parking spaces, but the design 
provides for a 65-space under-
ground garage and eight on-
street parking spaces. 

Architect David Ripperton, 
the project’s designer, has asked 
the town to consider a number 
of factors that could reduce the 
amount of parking required. 

Ripperton said that one rea-
son there is less parking is that 
the developers decided not to 
jam everything together and 

provide an open-air courtyard 
that would serve the space 
similar to the way the Weaver 
Street Market lawn serves Carr 
Mill Mall.

He asked that the board take 
that concept into consideration 
when looking at the parking is-
sue. He also said that the rules 
for the restaurants could be 
crafted so that they could be 
more along the deli and sand-
wich shop variety, with fewer 
tables and less sit-down service.

Ripperton also said that in 
looking at traffic impacts, the 
board should consider that peo-
ple living at Roberson Square 
are more likely to run errands 
on foot since drugstores, gro-
cery stores and other destina-
tions are nearby. It is also more 
likely that people living in the 
complex will use public trans-
portation and bicycles, he said.

Representatives of town ad-
visory boards said that while 
the project seems to match the 
vision for downtown, it should 
include more parking.

Daniel Amoni, speaking 
for the town’s Transportation 
Advisory Board, said he would 
like to see the developer add 
seven more on-street spaces 
that were originally consid-
ered for the project, but not 
on the final plan.
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PhOTO By KIRK ROSS 
After a Martin Luther King, Jr. Day tour of Barbee’s Chapel’s new education 
assistance center, Rev. Gene Hatley reflected on the need to do something 
within the community to address the acheivement gap.

PhOTO By KIRK ROSS  
Closed for the winter, it’s quiet around Univerity Lake these days. Though not nearly as drawn down as Cane 
Creek Reservoir, Assistant Lake Warden Robert Glosson says “you could harvest a lot of hay around here.”

owAsA to hold water supply forum  
The Orange Water and 

Sewer Authority will hold a 
public forum tonight (Thurs-
day) regarding “The State of 
Our Local Water Supply,” to 
provide information and re-
ceive customers’ questions and 
feedback.

The forum will be held at 7 
p.m. at the Chapel Hill Town 
Hall and will be televised live 
on local cable channel 18. 

The forum will cover local 
water supply and demand and 
weather forecasts for coming 
months along with the short 
and long-term financial impli-

cations and the options, costs 
and timetable for addressing the 
worst-case drought scenario.

At the forum there will 
also be a review of proposed 
changes in OWASA’s water 
conservation standards and 
ordinances to further limit 
outdoor irrigation in Stage 
Two and Stage Three water 
shortages.

Stage Two restrictions are 
now in effect. The proposed 
changes would generally pro-
hibit irrigation with hand-held 
hoses, soaker hoses, drip irriga-
tion and micro-spray systems 

in Stage Two and prohibit all 
irrigation with OWASA drink-
ing water in Stage Three. Stage 
Three restrictions have previ-
ously allowed outdoor water-
ing with hand-carried watering 
cans or buckets. 

Under the changes, Stage 
Two restrictions would man-
date that OWASA-supplied 
potable water could only be 
used outdoors for irrigation 
purposes only by hand-carried 
watering cans or buckets, lim-
ited to a maximum of one-half 
inch of water applied to plant 
material in any given week. 

town’s taco trucks in jeopardy
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Carrboro
“Are we friends?” Photog-
raphy by Joanna Welborn & 
Mark Pettit.  – Jan 3-30. Center 
Gallery, The ArtsCenter. 300-G E 
Main St. 929-2737, www.artscenter-
live.org.

Earth Drawings and Soft 
Sculpture by Jyoti Duwadi 
– Jan 3-30. East End Gallery, The 
ArtsCenter. 300-G E Main St. 929-
2737, www.artscenterlive.org.

Works by Sondra Dorn 
– Through Jan 30. Nested. 118-B E 

Main St. 338-8023.

Paintings by Lynne Clarke, 
featuring portraits and still 
lifes – Through Jan 31. The Beehive 
Salon. 102 E Weaver St. 932-4483, 
thebeehive-salon.com.

“Under the Big Blue Sky” by 
self-taught artist Valerie Tan 
– Century Center. 100 N Greens-
boro St. 918-7385, townofcarrboro.
com/rp/cc.htm. 

Photographs by Natasha John-
son – Carrboro Town Hall. 301 W 
Main St. 942-8451, townofcarrboro.
com. 

Acrylics by Douglas Clark, 
focusing on landscapes and 
automotive – Through Jan 31. De-
Witt Law. 118 E Main St. 338-8200, 
dewitt-law.com.

Paintings by Deborah Russell 
– Through Feb 1. Fleet Feet Gallery. 
406 W Main St. 942-3102. 

“Watercolor Reflections” by 
Kathleen Gwinnett – Through 
Jan 31. NC Crafts Gallery. 212 W 
Main St. 942-4048.

Paintings by David Sovero 
and mixed media by Duncan 
Morgan – Through Jan 31. Open 
Eye Café. 101 S Greensboro St. 
968-9410. 

Chapel Hill 
“Sumi-e, Chinese Brush Paint-
ing” by Jinxiu Alice Zhao & 
Charlie Dillingham – Through 
Feb 28. Totten Center, North 
Carolina Botanical Gardens. Call 
962-0522. 

“Picturing the World,” Caro-
lina’s celebrated photojournal-
ists – Through Apr 6. Ackland Art 
Museum. S Columbia St at Franklin 
St. 966-5736.

“Theme and Variation,” print 
sequences from ornament to 
abstraction – Through Feb 24. 
Ackland Art Museum. S Columbia 
St at Franklin St. 966-5736.

“Shapes, Colors, Dots and 
Pop” by Roy Lichtenstein 
– Animation and Fine Art, Univer-
sity Mall. 968-8008. 

Impressionist Art Show – Oils 
on Canvas by Vieni Sue Paw-
loski. Through Feb. Dead Mule 
Club. 303 W Franklin St. Open daily 
from 4pm-2am. 240-4084. 

Hillsborough
“Winter Blues,” a show of 
work by members of the 
Hillsborough Gallery of Arts 
– Opening reception Fri, Jan 25, 
6-9pm. Through Feb 3. Hillsborough 
Gallery of Arts. 121 N Churton St, 
1-D. Mon-Sat, 10am-5pm. 732-5001, 
www.hillsboroughgallery.com.

Pittsboro
Photography by ChathamArts 
Gallery member photog-
raphers and the Chatham 
Camera Club – Through Jan 31. 
Tue-Sat, 11am-5pm. ChathamArts 
Gallery. 115 Hillsboro St. 542-4144, 
chathamarts.org.

“Darkness – Nurtured & 
Dreamed” – Works by various 
artists. Through Jan 31. Thu, 2-6pm, 
Fri & Sat, 10am-6pm. The Joyful 
Jewel Studio & Gallery. 45 West St. 
545-6836.

Friday
The Hillsborough Gallery of 
Arts will host a reception 
from 6-9 p.m. for its new 
show, “Winter Blues.”

Saturday
Alex Caton performs at the 
General Store Cafe with his 

string band.

Sunday
The murderous musical 
“Sweeney Todd: The 

Demon Barber of Fleet 
Street” is at The ArtsCenter 

this week and next.

Monday
The “Presidents, Politics 

& Power: American 
Presidents Who Shaped 

the 20th Century” 
starts today. A series of 

film viewings and dicussions 
guided by Dr. David 

Zonderman. From 9-11 a.m.

Tuesday
Super Furry Animals, 

Fiery Furnaces and Holy F 
perform at Cat’s Cradle. The 

show is $15, doors at 8.

Wednesday
Musicians Julie Loyd and 

Steph Taylor play the Open 
Eye Cafe at 8 p.m. 

Thursday
At Playmakers are new 

performances of Doubt and 
Topdog/Underdog. See 

playmakersrep. org for tickets.

This Week:  January 25, 2008 — January 31, 2008

Welsh rockers Super Furry animals play Cat’s Cradle on Tuesday.

Music CalendarArts Calendar

THURSDAy JAN 24
Blue Horn Lounge: Bill West. 
10pm

Cat’s Cradle: Virginia Coalition, 
Brooks Wood Band. 8:30pm. $12

The Cave: Left On Cates, 
Modena, Expire.

General Store Café: Bo Lanke-
nau & Friends. 8pm

Local 506: Max Indian, Jeff Craw-
ford, Brother Henry. 9:30pm. $6

FRIDAy JAN 25
Blue Horn Lounge: Rose Verho-
even. 10pm

Cat’s Cradle: Dirty5Thirty, 
Transportation.

The Cave: Late: Simple, Prabir & 
the Substitutes, Jen Richelson.

General Store Café: Untravelled 
Road. 8:30pm

Nightlight: All The Saints; 
Cantwell, Gomez, and Jordan; 
Calabi Yau. 10pm

Open Eye Café: Far Beyond Frail. 
8pm

SATURDAy JAN 26
Blue Horn Lounge: Puritan 
Radio. 10pm

Cat’s Cradle: Perpetal Groove. 
9pm. $15

The Cave: Early: Highway 54. Late: 
Fin Fang Foom, Caltrop.

General Store Café: Alex Caton. 
8:30pm 

Local 506: Red Collar, I Was 
Totally Destroying It, Megafaun. 
10pm. $6

Nightlight: ill Eagle, AKA Al 
Burian; I, Crime; Weather Machine, 
Bells (Jon Mackey). 9:30pm

SUNDAy JAN 27
Cat’s Cradle: Knitting Lessons, 
Run Granny Run. 7:30pm. $6

Local 506: Ships, The Nothing 
Noise. 9:30pm. Free.

MONDAy JAN 28
Local 506: Fujiyama Roll, Triple 
Overhead Cam. 9:30pm. Free.

TUESDAy JAN 29
Cat’s Cradle: Super Furry Ani-
mals, Fiery Furnaces, Holy F. 8pm. 
$15

Blue Horn Lounge: Fabio Con-
sani & Friends. 10pm

Local 506: Kevin Devine, Dave 
Elkins, Jealous Girlfriends. 9pm. $12

Open Eye Café: Russell Howard. 
8pm

WEDNESDAy JAN 30
Blue Horn Lounge: Jule Brown. 
9pm

Cat’s Cradle: Corey Smith, Joal 
Rush. 8:30pm. $18

The Cave: Late: Heypenny.

Local 506: The Whigs, The Sam-
mies, Bull City. 9pm. $8

Nightlight: Marpessa Dawn, Hiss 
Golden Messenger, Sound of Singles, 
The Hem of His Garment, DJ Lady 
Factual. 9pm. $6

Open Eye Café: Julie Loyd & 
Steph Taylor. 8pm

THURSDAy JAN 31
Blue Horn Lounge: Pete Wag-
goner. 10pm

The Cave: Early: Garrett Moore. 
Late: Somebody Sam, Lam Lam, 
Resist Not.

General Sore Café: Dave Young-
man Quartet. 8pm

Reservoir: The Moon and Bad 
Times, Noncanon. 10pm.

UPCOMING
Friday, February 15: Abbey Road 
Live! at Cat’s Cradle.

Tuesday, February 19: Relay for Life 
benefit with The Honored Guests, 
The Sammies and The Future Kings 
of Nowhere at Cat’s Cradle.

Works by pop artist and andy Warhol contemporary Rob Lichtenstein 
can be found at the animation and Fine art galleries in Chapel Hill. 
ABOVE : Still Life With Crystal Bowl, 1976.

catscradle.com * 919.967.9053 * 300 e. main street, carrboro
**asterisks denote advance tickets @ schoolkids records in chapel hill & raleigh, cd alley in chapel hill, bull city records
in durham  *  order tickets online at etix.com  *  we serve carolina brewery beer on tap!  *  we are a non-smoking club

we 1/23 lotus w/telepath**($14/$16)
th 1/24**($10/$12)

virginia coalition
w/brooks wood band

fr 1/25**
dirty5thirty, 

transportation
(apartment fire recovery benefit)

sa 1/26 perpetual 
groove**($15)

su 1/27 the revolve
film/music festival presents:

knitting lessons and  
run granny run**

tu 1/29
super furry

animals
w/fiery furnaces & holy fuck**($15)
we 1/30 corey smith 

w/joal rush**($15/$18)
fr 2/1**($8/$10) urban 

sophisticates / 
dubconscious

we 2/6 high on fire,
w/a life once lost,

saviours, car bomb**($12/$15)
fr 2/8**($10/$15)

jay clifford
sa 2/9 bob marley’s
birthday celebration

mickey mills
& steel + more

tu 2/12 citizen cope**($20)
fr 2/15 abbey
road live!!

(beatles tribute)**
sa 2/16 carbon 

leaf**($14/$16)
su 2/17 sunday showcase:

joe grizzley, direkt 
frequency, torched,

casta, doly toro,
ascella vega**

proceeds benefit carnivore preservation trust
mo 2/18joe lally

(fugazi) w/edie sedgwick,
fin fang foom**

tu 2/19 cancer sucks ’08 a benefit for
relay for life featuring:

the honored guests,
the sammies and the future 

kings of nowhere

tu 1/29
kevin devine

local 506 - chapel hill

th 2/21**($14/$16) melissa
ferrick trio

fr 2/22 & sa 2/23 dsi festival
mc chris,

w/death by roo roo, bassprov, 
upright citizen’s brigade & more**

tu 2/26 dean & britta,
keren ann**($15/$18) 

th 2/28 toubab 
krewe**($12/$14)

fr 2/29 junior 
brown**($16) 

mo 3/3 the walkmen
w/office**($12/$14)
tu 3/4 on sale 1/23

english beat
& rx bandits

th 3/6 matt costa
w/jonathan rice**($10/$12)

fr 3/7 cd release party
chatham

county line
w/everybodyfields**($12/$15)

su 3/16 bob mould
show has been cancelled

mo 3/17 the unseen
w/a wilhelm scream**($10/$12)
tu 3/18 sons and 
daughters
w/bodies of water**($10)

th 3/20
hotel café tour

ingrid michaelson,
cary brothers, joshua radin

and chris denny**($13/$15)

mo 3/24 brother ali 
w/abstract rule,

toki wright, bk-one**($10/$12)
tu 4/1 caribou
w/fuck buttons**($10/$12)

we 4/2**on sale 1/24
say anything
w/manchester orchestra,
biffy clyro, weatherbox

we 4/9the 
weakerthans**

fr 5/2 cystic fibrosis foundation benefit

pressure boys
reunion show!!**($16/$20)

mo 5/26 clinic**($13/$15)

also presenting:
local 506 (chapel hill):

we 1/23 - ($8/$10)
six organs

of admittance w/boyzone
tu 1/29 - ($10/$12)

kevin devine / dave elkins
(of mae) w/jealous girlfriends

th 2/6 - marah show has been cancelled
su 3/16 - ($10)

black lips, quintron,
miss pussycat, gondoliers

mo 3/17 - ($12)
tilly and the wall

w/capgun coup and midtown dickens

lincoln theater (raleigh)
(moved from disco rodeo)

th 1/17 - ($23/$26)

killswitch engage
w/every time i die,

dillinger escape plan, parkway drive

the artscenter (carrboro)
su 3/16 - ($20/$23)

david wilcox
sa 3/22 - ($28/$30) 

greg brown
w/sarah lee guthrie & johnny irion

carolina theatre (durham)

fr 1/25ween
su 3/16 - ($24-$21)

tift merritt
tix via box office or carolinatheatre.com

sold out

the brewery (raleigh)
fr 3/14 - ($10/$12)

strike anywhere,
w/riverboat gamblers, coliseum

su 3/16 david wilcox
the artscenter - carrboro

sa 3/22
tift merritt

carolina theatre - durham

Works demonstrating Japanese 
brush techniques by Jinxiu alice 
Zhao and Charlie Dillingham 
are on display at the Botanical 
garden. ABOVE : Seeking by 
Jinxiu alice Zhao.

Send your calendar 
events to calendar@
carrborocitizen.com
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Water Report - January 23, 2008

University Lake

Cane Creek

   6 feet, 5 in. below full

 15 ft., 1.5 in. below full

Total Availability Supply            40.9% of capacity

lake levels

Jones Ferry Rd. 
Treatment Plant

Cane Creek Reservoir

1.15 in.

1.24 in.

Source: OWASA

Normal rainfall for Jan.               4.24”

7-Day Average

30-Day Average

7.405 million gallons

6.835 million gallons

precipitation this month

customer water demand

  Estimated days of     
       water remaining 

 212 (based on average demand, 
  assuming no further rainfall.

News Briefs

Dog rescued from pipe
Carrboro	 Police,	 Carrboro	 Fire-Rescue	 and	 Chapel	 Hill	

Fire	Department	officials	rescued	a	dog	trapped	in	a	storm	wa-
ter	drain	pipe	near	Lake	Hogan	Farms	on	Friday.	

The	 Carrboro	 Police	 Department’s	 animal	 control	 officer	
was	alerted	to	a	dog	trapped	in	the	pipe	Friday	morning	after	
the	dog’s	owner	was	unable	to	coax	it	out.	Police	requested	the	
assistance	of	Carrboro	Fire-Rescue	after	the	animal	control	of-
ficer	ran	out	of	options,	and	officials	decided	to	dig	down	to	the	
dog,	about	10	feet.	

The	 Chapel	 Hill	 Fire	 Department	 was	 then	 requested	 for	
their	 expertise	 in	 urban	 search	 and	 rescue	 and	 to	 use	 their	
land	search	infrared	camera.	In	addition,	the	nearest	backhoe,	
owned	by	J.V.	Brockwell	Trucking	Company	at	Calvander,	was	
called	to	the	scene.	

After	several	minutes	of	the	backhoe	banging	the	pipe	and	
people	calling	from	the	opposite	end	of	the	pipe,	the	dog	ap-
peared	and	was	able	to	be	lifted	to	safety.	

The	dog	did	not	seem	to	suffer	any	ill	effects.

Tax review board needs applicants
The	Board	of	County	Commissioners	seeks	applicants	for	the	

Orange	County	Board	of	Equalization	and	Review.	
The	Board	of	Equalization	and	Review	examines	and	reviews	

tax	lists	of	the	county	for	the	current	year	with	the	intent	that	all	
taxable	property	shall	be	listed	on	the	abstracts	and	tax	records	
of	Orange	County	and	appraised	according	to	the	standards	re-
quired	by	the	General	Statutes	of	North	Carolina.	

The	board	will	meet	up	to	three	days	per	week,	for	approxi-
mately	three	to	four	hours	at	a	time,	for	up	to	three	consecutive	
months,	starting	in	April.	Members	will	be	paid	for	all	meet-
ings	attended.	

All	 interested	 county	 citizens	 are	 encouraged	 to	 apply.	
For	more	 information	or	 to	fill	out	an	application,	visit	www.
co.orange.nc.us	or	contact	the	clerk	to	the	board	at	245-2145	or	
athompson-rockett@co.orange.nc.us.

Carolina North public hearing held
At	press	time	on	Wednesday,	the	Chapel	Hill	Town	Council	

held	a	public	hearing	at	which	UNC-Chapel	Hill	staff	presented	
a	Carolina	North	Master	Use	Plan	to	Mayor	Kevin	Foy,	council	
members	and	Chapel	Hill	residents.	Also	on	the	agenda	for	the	
7	p.m.	public	hearing:	a	presentation	about	the	Concept	Plan	
for	the	Innovation	Center	at	Carolina	North,	a	public	hearing	
regarding	Millennium	Commercial	Properties,	LLC	and	Or-
ange	County	Habitat	for	Humanity’s	request	for	approval	of	the	
63-lot	Bradley	Ridge	Preliminary	Plat	Cluster	Subdivision	and	a	
public	hearing	regarding	a	request	for	approval	of	a	preliminary	
plat	for	the	Estates	at	Oxford	subdivision,	a	4-lot	subdivision	
near	Smith	Level	Road	and	Dogwood	Acres.	

For	more	information	about	the	Jan.	23	public	hearing	and	
other	meetings,	visit	www.townofchapelhill.org.	The	Chapel	
Hill	Town	Council’s	next	business	meeting	will	be	held	at	the	
Chapel	Hill	Town	Hall	at	7	p.m.	on	Jan.	28.

New Chatham park 
At	its	meeting	on	January	22,	the	Chatham	County	Board	

of	Commissioners	approved	two	major	grant	applications	and	
an	initial	concept	design	plan	to	begin	development	of	the	new	
Northeast	District	Park	on	Big	Woods	Road.

Chatham	County	operates	ballfields	in	Bynum	and	recently	
completed	the	major	phase	of	Southwest	Park	in	Bear	Creek,	
but	other	parks	have	not	yet	been	developed.	Last	fall,	the	
Board	of	Commissioners	purchased	nearly	67	acres	on	Big	
Woods	Road	for	the	Northeast	District	Park.	Recreation	
fees	paid	by	developers	when	land	is	subdivided	paid	for	the	
purchase	of	the	land.

The	first	phase	of	Northeast	District	Park	is	expected	to	in-
clude	a	baseball	field,	multi-purpose	field,	walking	trail,	natural	
areas	and	a	playground.	It	also	will	include	a	building	with	
concession	stand,	restrooms	and	covered	eating	area.	 Occasional

Cigarette
Smokers
Wanted

Compensation
up to $400

Healthy, drug-free subjects
will be scheduled

for a physical and 4 lab visits.

Call Today!
888-525-DUKE

www.dukesmoking.com

E-mail: smoking@duke.edu
(#1782)

Compensation
up to $400

Healthy, drug-free subjects
will be scheduled

for a physical and 4 lab visits.

Haunted  Halloween  Cruise
Oct. 24 – Nov. 2
Take a cruise with us to San Juan
and the Southern Caribbean
on the Royal Caribbean’s
Adventure of the Seas.
Price includes airfare and much more. 
For more information, contact

Clif f  Larsen  at  919-929-9436.

By Susan Dickson
Staff Writer

Orange	 County	 and	 the	
Board	 of	 County	 Commission-
ers	 are	 reviewing	 an	 adminis-
trative	 complaint	 against	 the	
county	and	others	filed	with	the	
Environmental	Protection	Agen-
cy	last	summer.	

According	to	a	letter	from	the	
EPA	 to	 the	 county	 dated	 Janu-
ary	 8,	 the	 agency	 received	 an	
administrative	complaint	in	Oc-
tober	 “alleging	 that	 the	Orange	
County,	 North	 Carolina	 Board	
of	 County	 Commissioners	 has	
violated	 Title	 VI	 of	 the	 Civil	
Rights	Act	of	1964	…	and	EPA’s	
nondiscrimination	regulations.”	

The	complaint,	filed	by		Rev.	
Robert	 Campbell	 on	 behalf	 of	
members	 of	 the	 Rogers	 Road	
community,	states	that	the	agen-
cies	 and	municipalities	 listed	 in	
the	complaint	“have	a	record	of	
historical	and	ongoing	discrimi-
nation”	against	the	Rogers	Road	
community.	

According	 to	 the	 complaint,	
the	 earliest	 discrimination	 oc-
curred	 in	 1972,	 the	 year	 the	
county	 landfill	 was	 established	
on	Eubanks	Road,	with	the	most	
recent	discrimination	ongoing.	

The	 commissioners	 voted	 in	
November	 to	 reopen	 the	 search	
for	 a	 waste	 transfer	 station	 site,	
citing	 social	 justice	 reasons	 and	
outcry	 from	 the	 community.	
Commissioners	 had	 voted	 in	
March	to	locate	the	transfer	sta-
tion	on	Eubanks	Road,	near	the	
site	 of	 the	 county’s	 35-year-old	
landfill,	 which	 is	 expected	 to	
reach	capacity	in	2011.		

The	 complaint	 states	 that	 the	
“residents	 of	 the	 predominantly	
African-American	 and	 low-in-
come	…	communities	have	made	
repeated	 requests	 and	 petitions	
before”	 to	 the	 towns	 of	 Chapel	
Hill,	 Carrboro	 and	 Hillsbor-
ough,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 county,	 “to	
seek	 solutions	 to	 …	 the	 dispro-
portionate	 and	 adverse	 impact	
of	the	siting	and	operation	of	the	
Orange	 County,	 NC	 landfill	 on	
the	 complainants,”	 and	 the	 “dis-
proportionate	and	adverse	impact	
of	 the	current	plans	 to	approve	a	
permit	for	and	siting	of	a	regional	
solid	waste	transfer	station	on	the	
complainants	 without	 the	 mean-
ingful	 public	 participation,	 input	
or	compensation	of	the	complain-
ants,”	 and	 the	 “[c]omplainants	
concerns	 about	 the	public	 health	
risks	and	health	related	quality	of	
life	effects.”	

The	complaint	also	cites	pos-

sible	 groundwater	 contamina-
tion,	 a	 lack	 of	 basic	 amenities	
in	 the	 complainants’	 com-
munities	 and	 the	 siting	of	 the	
transfer	station.	

Board	 Chair	 Barry	 Jacobs	
said	the	board	had	referred	the	
complaint	to	the	county	attor-
ney,	 and	 would	 not	 comment	
on	the	matter.

County	attorney	Geoff	Gled-
hill	 could	 not	 be	 reached	 for	
comment.	

The	 complaint	 lists	 several	
agencies,	 departments	 and	 mu-
nicipalities	 that	 committed	
the	 discrimination,	 including:	
Orange	 County,	 the	 Board	 of	
County	Commissioners,	Orange	
County	 Solid	 Waste	 Manage-
ment,	 Orange	 County	 Environ-
mental	Health	Services,	the	Town	

of	Chapel	Hill,	the	Town	of	Car-
rboro,	the	Town	of	Hillsborough,	
Orange	 Water	 and	 Sewer	 Au-
thority,	 the	North	Carolina	De-
partment	 of	 Environmental	 and	
Natural	 Resources,	 the	 North	
Carolina	Division	of	Waste	Man-
agement	and	the	North	Carolina	
Division	of	Water	Quality.	

The	county	has	now	officially	
started	 the	 new	 search	 and	 has	
contracted	 with	 a	 private	 firm	
to	 do	 so.	 Members	 of	 the	 Rog-
ers	Road	community	have	asked	
the	board	to	officially	remove	the	
Eubanks	Road	 site	 from	consid-
eration,	 but	 the	 county	 has	 not	
yet	taken	such	an	action.	

Mayor	Mark	Chilton	said	the	
town	of	Carrboro	had	not	yet	re-
viewed	the	complaint	and	would	
not	comment	on	it.

County board reviews transfer site complaint
Rogers Road complaint to EPA alleges discrimination

Fight has high school looking for answers
By Susan Dickson
Staff Writer

Students	 and	 teachers	 were	
left	 saddened	 and	 bewildered	
after	racially-charged	comments	
led	 to	 a	 fight	 among	 three	 stu-
dents	 at	 Carrboro	 High	 School	
last	Thursday.	

According	 to	 Principal	 Jeff	
Thomas,	 the	fight	broke	out	af-
ter	a	white	student	made	racially	
charged	 comments	 to	 a	 black	
student.	 After	 faculty	 members	
broke	 up	 the	 fight,	 one	 of	 the	
students	had	to	be	taken	to	the	
hospital	 for	 injuries	and	was	re-
leased	later	that	evening.	

According	to	a	police	report,	
the	 fight	 involved	 three	 offend-
ers,	including	a	16-year-old	black	
student,	a	17-year	old	white	stu-
dent	and	a	15-year	old	black	stu-
dent.	 According	 to	 the	 report,	

two	of	the	students	fought	while	
the	 third	 student	 struck	 one	 of	
the	other	students	repeatedly.	

The	students	have	not	yet	been	
charged,	 according	 to	Carrboro	
Police	Captain	J.G.	Booker.	Pos-
sible	 charges	 include	 assault	 as	
well	as	ethnic	intimidation.	

“We	 certainly	 don’t	 sanction	
any	hatred	language,	any	ethnic	
intimidation,	 and	 we	 certainly	
don’t	 sanction	 violence	 in	 re-
sponse	to	that	language,”	Thom-
as	said.	

“[The	fight]	has	given	people	
in	 the	 community	 the	 percep-
tion	that	we	have	a	race	relation	
issue,”	 he	 added.	 “I	 would	 say,	
yes	we	do.	I	don’t	know	any	high	
schools	that	don’t	have	race	rela-
tion	issues.”	

According	 to	 Thomas,	 the	
incident	 may	 have	 been	 related	
to	a	previous	incident	in	Decem-

ber,	 in	which	 the	white	 student	
involved	in	the	fight	used	a	racial	
slur	toward	a	black	student,	who	
was	 not	 involved	 in	 Thursday’s	
fight.	

The	 school	 then	 enlisted	 the	
help	 of	 the	 Dispute	 Settlement	
Center	 to	 resolve	 the	 issues	 be-
tween	the	black	student	and	the	
white	student.	

“There	is	a	large	group	of	Af-
rican-American	students	who	are	
pretty	angry	with	this	 student,”	
Thomas	said.	“That	in	large	part	
is	what	really	motivated	the	fight	
last	week.”	

Thomas	said	many	of	the	stu-
dents	at	the	school	don’t	under-
stand	why	the	fight	happened.	

“I	 think	 there’s	 a	 feeling	 of	
sadness	 [among	 the	 students],”	
Thomas	said.	“A	group	came	to	
me	after	 school	Thursday	want-
ing	to	talk.

“Their	statements	to	me	were,	
‘We	 don’t	 understand	 …	 Why	
is	this	happening	in	our	school?	
We’re	all	friends.’”

Thomas	 said	 the	 school	 has	
brought	 in	 additional	 security	
and	counselors	since	the	fight.	In	
addition,	the	school	is	forming	a	
committee	of	students,	staff	and	
parents	 to	 create	 a	 plan	 to	 deal	
with	race	issues	at	the	school.	

Disciplinary	 action	 against	
the	students	is	pending,	Thomas	
said.	

“Racial	 conflict	 is	 obviously	
not	 something	 that’s	 occurred	
overnight,	 and	 it’s	 not	 going	 to	
go	away	overnight,”	Thomas	said.	
“We	have	an	opportunity	here	to	
make	a	tremendous	difference	in	
our	students’	race	relations.

“These	 issues	 are	 at	 all	 high	
schools,	and	they	probably	don’t	
get	talked	about	enough.”	
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Special Events
Join members of Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War and 
Iraq Veterans Against the War 
and VVAW National Coordinator 
Barry Romo as he talks about the 
upcoming historic event— Win-
ter Soldier: Iraq & Afghanistan. 
Fri, Jan 25, 6pm. Carrboro Century 
Center, 100 N Greensboro St. 
Free. Visit www.vvaw.org/events 
for more info.

Conservation of Freshwater Habi-
tats of the Southeast — Robert 
Sutter, regional scientist for The 
Nature Conservancy’s Southern 
U.S. Conservation Region, will 
lead a presentation and discus-
sion about threats to aquatic 
habitats in the Southeast. Sat, Jan 
26, 2-4pm. $10. North Carolina 
Botanical Garden. Call 962-0522 
to pre-register.

Focus the Nation: Climate 
Change Awareness Days will be 
hosted by UNC in the Great Hall 
of the Frank Porter Graham Stu-
dent Union. Activities will include 
dinner, a political panel on global 
warming and showing of “The 
2% Solution” on Wed, Jan 30, 
beginning at 6pm; and a carnival 
with environmental speakers, info 
booths and entertainment on Thu, 
Jan 31, 8am-5pm. Call 252-916-
2794 or visit 
focusthenation.org for more info.

First Annual Mardi Gras Mas-
querade Ball to Benefit Chatham 
and New Orleans, complete with 
Big Easy-style fun. Guests are in-
vited to collaborate and participate 
in an auction for a group service 
trip to New Orleans to benefit the 
Musicians’ Village, sponsored by 
Habitat for Humanity. Sat, Feb 2, 
7pm. Chatham Mills, 280 Hillsboro 
St, Pittsboro. $25 in advance, 
$30 at the door; $2 discount for 
ChathamArts members. Proceeds 
go to the Abundance Foundation, 
ChathamArts and Katrina relief ef-
forts. Call 542-0394 or visit www.
chathamarts.org for more info.

Ethical Sex, a presentation led by 
Kate Lovelady, leader of the Ethical 
Society of St. Louis, will be held on 
Sun, Feb 3 at 11am. The discus-
sion will cover topics such as who 
should have sex, when, how, with 
whom and under what circum-
stances. The ArtsCenter. 300 E 
Main St. Free & open to the public. 
Hosted by the North Carolina 
Society for Ethical Culture.  

“A Chocolate Affaire” 2008, a 
live auction benefiting Cornucopia 
House Cancer Support Center, will 
be held Sun, Feb 10 from 2-5pm. 
Tickets are $40 and include wine, 
coffee, cheeses, fruit and choco-
late desserts. The Carolina Club, 
George Watts Hill Alumni Center, 
UNC Campus. Call 401-9333 for 
tickets. 

Fieldwork on Mexican Migration 
in Tijuana and North Carolina, 
a presentation by UNC-Chapel 
Hill post-doctoral scholar Sergio 
Chavez, will be given Sun, Feb 
10 at 5pm. The presentation will 
include photographs and find-

ings from Chavez’s research in 
Mexico and North Carolina and 
an overview of day laborers in 
North Carolina. At the Chapel Hill 
Institute for Cultural and Language 
Education. 101 E Weaver St, 3rd 
Floor. Visit www.chi-cle.com for 
more info.

Celebration of Earth and Sky, 
with keynote speaker Aaron 
Nelson. Sun, Feb 10, 2-6pm. Spon-
sored by Chapel Hill High School 
S.U.R.G.E. and The Foundation 
for a Sustainable Community. $2 
donation. Century Center, 100 N 
Greensboro St.

The Vagina Monologues, present-
ed by V-Day Chapel Hill/Carrboro 
2008. Fri, Feb 8, 8pm. $12 general 
public, $10 ArtsCenter friends, $7 
students. The ArtsCenter, 300-G 
E Main St. Call 929-2787 or visit 
www.artscenterlive.org for tickets. 
Proceeds benefit the Orange 
County Rape Crisis Center and the 
Family Violence Prevention Center 
of Orange County.

Kids
Toddler Time – At the Carrboro 
Branch Library. Every Thursday at 
4pm. For more info, call 969-3006.

Preschool Story Time – At 
the Carrboro Branch Library. 
Every Saturday at 10:30am. All 
preschoolers are invited to this 
free program. For more info, call 
969-3006.

ComedySportz 4 Kidz 
— Games & improv for the 12 
& under crowd. Saturdays, 5pm. 
$10, students $8, kids under 5 
$5. DSI Comedy Theater, 200 N 
Greensboro St, Ste B-11, Carr Mill 
Mall, Carrboro, 338-8150, www.
dsicomedytheater.com.

Express Yourself! — Art 
program for ages 3-8 & their 
caregivers. Weekly art projects for 
children & adults to explore their 
own creative paths; registration 
requested. Saturdays, 10:45-
11:15 & 11:30am-noon. $2. Kidzu 
Children’s Museum, 105 E Franklin 
St, Chapel Hill. 933-1455, www.
kidzuchildrensmuseum.org.

Volunteers
Meals on Wheels – Seeks volun-
teers to deliver meals and/or bake 
simple desserts for recipients in 
the Chapel Hill/Carrboro area. For 
more info, call 942-2948.

Goathouse Cat Refuge – Seeks 
volunteers to help with rescued 
cats & kittens. For more info, call 
Bonny at 545-2825 or email her at 
brooze@embarqmail.com.

Orange County Literacy 
Council is looking for Adult 
Basic Education/GED tutors. To 
become a tutor, volunteers must 
attend one orientation and one 
training session. Orientations: 
Fri, Jan 25, 10am to noon; Mon, 
Jan 28, 6-8pm; or Wed, Jan 30, 
1-3pm. Training sessions: Fri, Feb 8, 
9:30am-1pm; Mon, Feb 11, 5:30-
9pm. Call 933-2151 or 732-0868 
for more details.

English as a Second Language 
Conversation Club seeks 
volunteers to talk with groups of 
international students on Fridays 
(beginning Jan 25). 11:30am to 
1:30pm. University Methodist 
Church on Franklin Street. Call 
967-1448 or email harwellja@
bellsouth.net. 

Health & Wellness
Community Grief Support 
Group, offered by UNC Hospitals’ 
Bereavement Support Services. 
Group will focus on sharing and 
moving toward healing in a safe, 
supportive setting. Mondays, Jan 
28-Mar 10, 6:30-8pm. United 
Church of Chapel Hill, 1321 Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Blvd. Free and 
open to anyone, regardless of faith 
background. To enroll, contact 
Heidi Gessner at 966-0716 or 
hgessner@unch.unc.edu. 

Living with Advanced/Meta-
static Cancer – A bi-weekly 
support group. Meets 1st and 
3rd Wednesdays of every month, 
3:30-5pm. Drop-in, no charge. 
Cornucopia House Cancer Sup-
port Center, Chapel Hill. 401-9333, 
www.cornucopiahouse.org.

NAMI Family-To-Family Educa-
tion Program will host a series of 
12 weekly classes for people who 
have family members with a seri-
ous mental illness. Classes offered 
in Chapel Hill & Hillsborough. In 
Chapel Hill, contact Gove Elder, 
967-5403. Classes begin Mar 4. In 
Hillsborough, contact Bill or Sandy 
Moyer, 382-7408. Classes begin 
Feb 2. Registration required. Email 
confidential inquiries to gbelder@
bellsouth.net.

The Compassionate Friends: 
Self-help support after the 
death of a child. Free and open to 
any adult grieving the loss of a child 
or sibling. 3rd Mondays, 7-8:30pm. 
Evergreen United Methodist 
Church. 11098 Highway 15-501.

Feelings: What’s Appropriate 
and When to Say It, hosted by 
Charlie Bernacchio, professor of 
counseling and psychology. Thu, 
Jan 31, 5:30-7pm. Carrboro Town 
Hall, 301 W Main St. Call 942-5602 
or email peerconnections@yahoo.
com. This meeting is part of the 
Peer Connections Be Well! Be Fit! 
program.

Museums
Planetarium & Digital Theater 
Shows — Science LIVE Demos. 
Ongoing. Morehead Planetarium, 
250 E Franklin St, Chapel Hill. Info 
hotline 549-6863, office 962-
1236, tickets 843-7997. Thu-Sat 
10am-5pm, 6:30-9:15pm. Tickets 
$5.25; $4.25 seniors, students & 
children. For more info, visit www.
moreheadplanetarium.org.

A Nursery of Patriotism: The 
University at War, 1861-1945. 
Exhibit on war’s historic impact on 
UNC-Chapel Hill. In the Manu-
scripts Dept (4th floor), Wilson 
Library, UNC Campus, through 
Feb. www.lib.unc.edu/spotlight/uni-
versityatwar.html. 

Dance
Havana Nights — Cuban Salsa. 
1st and 3rd Thursdays, 10pm. 
Mansion 462, 462 W Franklin St, 
Chapel Hill, 967-7913, www.man-
sion462.net.

Salsa/Mambo — 3rd Saturdays, 
lesson 8pm, dance 8:30-11pm. 
$7, 358-4201, salsa_4u2@yahoo.
com. Fred Astaire Dance Stu-
dio, 4702 Garrett Rd, Durham 
(Hillsborough).

Ballroom — Dancing. 4th & 5th 
Thursdays, 7-9:30pm, $2. 933-
8982. Seymour Senior Center, 
2551 Homestead Rd, Chapel Hill, 
968-2070.

Literary Discussion/
Open Mic
Open Mic — For poetry, music 
& short fiction. Tuesdays at 7pm, 
Market Street Books & Maps, 
Southern Village, 610 Market St, 
Chapel Hill. 933-5111, www.mar-
ketstreetbooks.com.

Pulitzer Prize winner Edwin 
Yoder will read from his new book 
Lions at Lamb House. Thu, Jan 24, 
3:30pm. Bull’s Head Bookshop. 
Student Stores, UNC Campus.

Warren Rochelle will read from 
his novel Harvest of Changelings. 
Thu, Feb 7, 3:30pm. Donovan 
Lounge, Greenlaw Hall, UNC 
Campus. 

Films
Film Screening: “Durham: A 
Self-Portrait”, a film about the 
city’s dynamics following the Duke 
Lacrosse incident. Screening will be 
followed by a Q&A with filmmaker 
Steve Channing. Mon, Jan 28, 
6:30pm. Sonja Haynes Stone Cen-
ter for Black Culture and History. 
150 South Road. UNC Campus. 
Free and open to the public.

Century Center Cinema pres-
ents “The Gold Rush,” Charlie 
Chaplin’s 1925 silent classic about 
life on the Alaskan frontier. With 
live piano accompaniment by 
Erich Lieth. Sat, Jan 26, 7pm. Cen-
tury Hall, Century Center, 100 N 
Greensboro St. $4, free popcorn 
and soft drinks. www.centurycen-
tercinema.com.

Other
VITA, a free tax assistance pro-
gram for low- to middle-income 
clients, begins Feb 1. For enrolle-
ment requirements and more info 
visit www.co.orange.nc.us/aging/
VITA.asp.

PETS OF THE WEEK

APS OF ORANGE COUNTY — Meet Sierra!  This young chow mix  
has a smile that lights up the whole room!  She loves attention and will 
crawl right in your lap if you let her!  And she’s smart too!  She learned 
to sit in just a few minutes and has lots of potential to learn all the tricks 
you want to teach her!  Don’t miss out on this sweet girl.  Visit her today 
at Orange County’s Animal Shelter, 1081 MLK Jr. Blvd, Chapel Hill, or call 
967-7383.  You can also see her online at www.co.orange.nc.us/animalser-
vices/adoption.asp.

ORANGE COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES — Hello there, my 
name’s Wave. Six months ago, I came to the APS as a 3 month old female 
kitten and I am still waiting for my real forever home. I get along with 
all the kitties at the adoption center. I love to get my lovin’ and purr so 
loudly for my appreciation. I am playful, yet mellow and sweet also. Please 
come visit me and my friends at the APS adoption center at 6311 Nicks 
Road Mebane.304-2300 ext. 221.

Community Calendar
Got an event you’d like to see in our calendars?
email us at: calendar@carrborocitizen.com or drop us a line: P.O. Box 248, 
Carrboro NC 27510. Please send calendar items no later than one week prior to publication.

Got a 
Community 
Event you’d 

like us 
to know 
about? 

Send your suggestions to 
calendar@carrborocitizen.

com
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gathering	 place	 where	 educa-
tion	occurs	 in	many	ways,	with	
art	 programs,	 musical	 presen-
tations,	 readings	 and	 cultural	
interaction.”	

Right	 now,	 the	 thing	 they	
most	need	is	an	infusion	of	com-
munity	 energy.	 Each	 quarter,	
they	hold	a	book	sale,	where	they	
sell	books	worthy	of	any	library	
—	not	just	to	raise	money	—	but	
because	 the	purchase	of	current	
books	pushes	older	books	out	of	
the	 limited	 space	 in	 the	branch	
location.	

“We’re	 constantly	 cleaning	
out	 our	 shelves	 to	 make	 more	
room,”	Browner	said.	“It	breaks	
my	 heart,	 but	 it’s	 necessary	 to	
meet	 the	 needs.”	 Part	 of	 that	
need	is	being	with	the	school	li-
brary,	which	forever	needs	more	
space	for	students.

At	 each	 sale,	 especially	 on	
Carrboro	Day	held	at	the	Town	
Commons,	they	hear	people	ex-
claiming	 that	 they	 didn’t	 know	
Carrboro	had	a	library.	

“It’s	 a	 transient	 community,”	
Triantafillou	 said.	 “Just	 when	
we	 think	 everyone	 knows,	 and	
we’re	 feeling	 good	 about	 it,	 a	
new	group	moves	in.	It	makes	a	
difference	when	we	have	a	lot	of	
Friends.”

“There	 are	 1.75	 full-time	
employees	at	the	library,”	Tyson	
said.	 “Friends	 have	 stepped	 in	
and	done	so	much,	providing	the	
appearance	that	it’s	doing	great.”	
She	 said	 that	 whenever	 a	 poll	
is	 taken	 asking	 what	 Carrboro	
needs,	 a	 library	 always	 tops	 the	
list.	

The	Friends	have	taken	a	new	
tack.	 Rather	 than	 requesting	 a	
freestanding	 library	 for	 Carr-

boro,	they	are	asking	for	a	South-
west	 Regional	 Orange	 County	
Branch,	 which,	 after	 years	 of	
begging,	has	been	provided	 (on	
paper)	about	$3	million.	They	of	
course	hope	to	find	a	site	for	it	in	
Carrboro.

They’ve	heard	the	arguments	
about	 the	 proximity	 of	 Carr-
boro	 to	 the	 Chapel	 Hill	 Public	
Library	 and	 campus	 libraries,	
where	parking	is	an	issue	at	each.	
“But	there	are	no	children	or	se-
nior	programs	at	campus	librar-
ies,”	Tyson	reminds.

Grateful,	 discouraged,	 yet	
steadfast,	 they	 more	 than	 any-
thing	need	to	hear	from	the	peo-
ple	of	Carrboro	—	and	southwest	
Orange	 County.	 Not	 only	 do	
they	need	volunteers	with	strong	
backs	 to	 help	 them	 lift	 books	
during	 sale	 preparations,	 they	
need	more	voices	backing	 them	
up.	

If	you	care	at	all,	call	the	Car-
rboro	Branch	Library	 and	 leave	
a	message	with	your	contact	in-
formation.	If	you	can	help	with	
sales,	 call	 929-7954	 and	 offer	
your	strength.	

Imagine	it	—	a	building	near	
the	heart	of	Carrboro	where	chil-
dren	 and	 adults	 can	 walk,	 ride	
the	bus	or	a	bicycle	(or	drive),	and	
enter	a	place	that	can	take	their	
minds	on	a	journey	and	provide	
all	 comers	 access	 to	 computers,	
printers	 and	 copiers.	 Certainly,	
if	you	know	of	an	available	site,	
let	 these	 diligent	 women	 know	
about	 it.	 They	 want	 the	 infra-
structure	 of	 future	 Carrboro	 to	
include	its	own	library.	

“There’s	 hope,”	 Levy	 said,	
“but	 people	 need	 to	 come	 for-
ward	and	be	a	part	of	it.”

Contact Valarie Schwartz at 
923-3746 or valariekays@mac.
com.

EMAIL: editor@carrborocitizen.com
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please, ReCyCle

What’s at the market?
Produce/Plants: carrots, collards, turnips, beets, sweet potato, chard, 

kale, spinach, hydroponic bibb lettuce, pachoy, arugula, savoy cabbage, 
mustard greens, butternut squash, broccoli, acorn squash, red kale, 
cauliflower, radishes, rosemary starters, pansy starters and more . . .

Cheese: Raw milk cheese, smoked mozzarella, feta, goat 
cheeses, and more . . .

Meat/Poultry products: grass fed beef, whey pork, Araucana eggs 
(blue-green color),  free range eggs, free range pastured chicken, lamb 
sausage, rack of lamb, lamb loin chops, lamb liver shanks, chorizo lamb 
sausage, bratwurst, hot and mild lamb breakfast sausage, pastured 
pork, pork chops, pork breakfast sausage, pork chorizo, fat back, buf-
falo burgers, ground bison, buffalo roast and more . . .

Baked goods/prepared foods: Wheat-free Buckwheat banana 
cakes, cheese bread, ginger snaps, sourdough, whole wheat, and 
pumpernickel bread, cornbread, cinnamon rolls, granola bars, wheat-
free and vegan Dhokla, sticky buns, oatmeal fig flaxseed treats, banana 
chocolate chip bread, apple turnovers, cheddar chipotle cornmeal 
biscuits, jellies, honey, pickled and fermented foods, pesto, gluten-free 
brownies, chutney, butters, pound cake, pies, and more . . .

Specialty: Wines: Muscadine, Scuppernong, Blackberry Bramble, 
Hunt (semi – sweet), Spice wine, Red, White, organic coffee, specialty 
teas, incense, fluid extracts, sassafrass tea, smudge sticks and more . . .

Crafts: pottery (cups, mugs, vases, plates . . .), embroidered 
cards, hand crafter cedar, wool scarves and dolls, hand-loomed rugs

And it’s all local ! ! !

Recipe of the week
Treat the root like a potato: 

Some people use turnip as a lower carb/calorie substitute for 
the potato, but, to be honest, there is no real substitute for the 
potato. It is exactly its high calorie content and starchy, carbohy-
drate richness that makes the potato so good. Rather, I think the 
turnip should be judged on its own merit. While it often behaves a 
lot like a potato in its preparation in the kitchen, it delivers an alto-
gether different experience on the plate. Turnips can be cubed and 
roasted alone or along with your other root vegetables. They can 
also be boiled and mashed with butter and milk – just like a potato. 
They have an earthier and sometimes even slightly spicy flavor (like 
a radish), which makes for a distinctive and pleasantly unique flavor.

Preheat oven to 375 degrees.
Remove greens and tip of root and scrub turnips well.
Cube (use slightly larger chunks if roasting with other root 

vegetables as turnips cook faster than most).
Toss with olive oil garlic and spices.
Spread evenly across the bottom of your roasting pan.
Roast for about 30 minutes or until they begin to brown around 

the edges. Know that turnips won’t crisp up like potatoes because 
of their high water content.

Ingredients:
K 1 bunch of turnips
K 6 cloves of garlic (unpeeled with bottoms cut off)
K olive oil
K salt and pepper to taste
K fresh herbs if available
* Don’t throw out the greens – They can be a great side dish 

and can be cooked down in a skillet just like collards J
*Available at Market

SaTuRday MaRkeT: 8 a.m. - Noon

FLORA
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We	followed	the	trail	down	
to	the	creek	past	big	trunks	of	
Tulip	Poplars,	White,	Black,	
Northern	Red	and	Southern	
Red	Oaks,	each	with	distinc-
tive	identifying	bark,	Flora	
and	Jasper	picking	up	different	
oak	leaves	along	the	way.	By	
this	time,	the	rain	had	turned	
to	sleet.	And	as	we	stood	
along	the	creek’s	edge,	eagerly	
anticipating	snow	flakes,	our	
various	conversations	were	
abruptly	halted	by	a	Red-shoul-
dered	Hawk	swooping	past	us	
and	settling	not	far	away	on	
a	tree	branch	at	eye	level	for	
easy	viewing.	The	group	was	
reverently	silenced	immediately	

until	all	had	a	good	look	before	
the	hawk	took	flight	again.	

The	continued	silence	was	
broken	only	by	the	crisp	sounds	
of	sleet	striking	tree	limbs	and	
the	forest	floor.	Among	the	
woods	walkers	was	my	garden-
ing	friend	Sally,	who	described	
how	wonderful	it	would	be	if	
we	could	remain	silent	long	
enough	to	hear	the	sleet	change	
to	snow.	Walking	out	of	the	
woods,	the	sleet	did	become	
quieter	and	quieter	as	it	slowly	
turned	to	snow.

That	was	definitely	a	Robert	
Frost	“Stopping	By	Woods	On	
A	Snowy	Evening”	moment:	

“The only other sound’s 
the sweep
Of easy wind and 
downy flake.”

i n season

ILLUSTRATION BY PHIL BLANK

Burritos, Tacos, Nachos and Margaritas!

Mon thru Sat    11am-10pm   •      Closed Sunday      •      933.8226
711 W Rosemary St .  Carrboro       www.carrburritos.com

Burritos, Tacos, Nachos and Margaritas!

Fresh Cut Meats. Always.

Fresh Fish Thursdays H Wine H Beer H Special Orders

Cliff’s Meat Market

100 West MAin st., CArrboro
919-942-2196 H Mon-sAt 9am-6pm

All NAturAl 
Ground Chuck

$2.99/lb

fresh Chicken 
Wings
$1.69/lb

OYsters
fresh shucked - (pint)

In shell - 
(by special order)

t-Bones
$5.99/lb

All NAturAl Boneless 
Chicken Breast

$2.69/lb

Pork ribs
$2.69/lb

CeNter Cut 
Pork Chops 

$2.99/lb

All NAturAl 
Chuck roast

$2.99/lb

stew Beef
$2.99/lb 

extrA leAN

Chorizo 
sausage
$2.99/lb

fresh WhOle 
Chickens

$1.29/lb 
cut to order

fresh Country 
sausage
$1.79/lb

Prices good thru 1/30/08

Debit
& EBT

W I N E  B A R • W I N E  S H O P • K I T C H E N

Open Monday-Saturday, Serving 
Lunch, 11 am-5 pm & Dinner, 5-10 pm

106 South Greensboro Street
Carrboro, North Carolina  27510

919.967.9784 • www.glasshalfull.net

DOWNTOWN C ARRBORO’ S
OWN OPTIMISTIC

WINE BAR ,WINE SHOP
& KITCHEN

GHF carrboro citizen  10/1/07  10:55 AM  Page 1

Peck and Artisans
green builders
9338485

Artisan:
Jon Noyes
flooring, tennis pro, 
multi-talented
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C aRRboRo  
 aC m e f oo d   
 &  b e v e R ag e Co.  

110 e. main st., 929-2268
www.acmecarrboro.com

 a k a i  H a N a  

206 W main st., 942-6848
www.akaihana.com

 a m a NTe   
 go u R m e T p iz z a  

300 e. main st., 929-3330
www.amantepizza.com

 a R m a d i l lo g R i l l  

120 e main st., 929-4669

 C a R R b u R R iTo s  

711 W Rosemary st
933-8226
www.carrburritos.com

 e l m o’ s  d i N e R  

200 N. greensboro st.
929-2909

 g l a s s H a lf u l l  

106 s. greensboro st.
794-4107

 J a d e pa l aC e  

103 e main st., 942-0006
www.jadepalacerestaurant.com

 m i l lToW N  

307 e. main st., 968-2460

 o p e N e y e  C a f e  

101 s greensboro st.
968-9410
www.openeyecafe.com 

 pa dg e T T s TaT i o N  

401 e main st., 929-0445
www.padgettstation.com

 pa Nz a N e l l a  

200 N. greensboro st., 929-6626

 pRov e N C e  

203 W. Weaver st., 967-5008
monday – saturday 5:30pm

spoTTed dog   
111 e. main st., 933-1117
www.spotteddogrestaurant.com

 T y l e R’ s  

102 e. main st., 929-6881

 W e av e R s TR e e T   
 m a R k e T C a f é  

101 e. Weaver st.
Carr mill mall, 929-0010

WesT eNd
 3C u p s  

431 W franklin st.
The Courtyard, 968-8993
www.3cups.net

 C a Ro l i N a b R e W e Ry  

460 W. franklin st., 942-1800
www.carolinabrewery.com

 C Roo k’ s  Co R N e R  

610 W. franklin st., 929-7643
www.crookscorner.com

 e l a i N e ’ s   
 o N f R a N k l i N  

454 W. franklin st., 960-2770
www.elainesonfranklin.com

 f o u R e l e v e N W e s T  

411 W. franklin st., 967-2782
www.411west.com

 f u s e  

403 W Rosemary st., 942-9242
www.f-use.com

 l a R e s i d e N C e  

202 W. Rosemary st., 967-2506
www.laresidencedining.com

 l a NTe R N R e s Tau R a NT  

423 W. franklin st., 969-8846
www.lanternrestaurant.com

 l i m e &  b a s i l  

200 W franklin st., 967-5055

 m a m a d i p ’ s   
 k iTC H e N ,  i N C .  

408 W. Rosemary st., 942-5837
www.mamadips.com

 m e d iTe R R a N e a N d e l i  

410 W franklin st., 967-2666
www.mediterraneandeli.com

 s a N dW H i C H  

431 W franklin st., 929-2114

 Ta lu l l a’ s  

456 W. franklin st., 933-1177
www.talullas.com

 TR i lu s s a   
  l a TR aT To R i a  

401 W franklin st., 967-0057

 v e s pa R i s To R a NTe  

306-d W franklin st., 969-6600

 W e s T e N d W i N e b a R  

450 W franklin st., 967-7599

 W i N doWs  aT TH e 
 f R a N k l i N H oTe l  

311 W. franklin st., 442-4020 

dining Guide



Page 6   Thursday, January 24, 2008	 OPINION	 The Carrboro Citizen

Randy dodd

This	question	is	somewhat	of	
a	mantra	for	me	these	days.		You	
see,	I’ve	been	fortunate	enough	
to	land	within	the	friendly	con-
fines	of	the	Bolin	Creek	Water-
shed	 Restoration	 Team.	 	 The	
BCWRT	 has	 manifested	 at	
least	 in	 part	 because	 state	 and	
federal	 environmental	 agencies	
have	 confidence	 that	 we	 locals	
have	 the	 wherewithal	 to	 do	
something	 that	 other	 citizenry	
may	not	be	 as	 ready	 to	 tackle:	
restoring	 creeks	 so	 that	 a	 bal-
anced	and	healthy	aquatic	eco-
system	 can	 thrive.	 	 The	 Bolin	
Creek	watershed	is	one	of	seven	
in	 the	 state	 that	 has	 received	
this	blessing.		The	state	and	feds	
are	doing	a	lot	to	help	out;	how-
ever,	we	need	to	ante	up	also.		It	
is	not	an	easy	task	to	reverse	a	
trend	that	is	decades	if	not	cen-
turies	 in	 the	 making,	 and	 we	
should	not	be	so	naïve	to	think	
that	 it	 will	 happen	 overnight.		
Nevertheless,	it	is	a	compelling	
inspiration	 for	me,	 and	 I	hope	
many	of	you	will	hop	onboard.

Before	accepting	this	invita-
tion,	perhaps	more	than	a	few	of	
you	would	like	more	details	on	
both	the	nature	of	the	challenge	
as	 well	 as	 what	 you’re	 signing	
up	for.		For	the	former,	a	part	of	
a	reasoned	response	is	that	our	
creeks	 are	 impacted	 by	 an	 ur-

ban	and	suburban	footprint	de-
veloped	over	many,	many	years	
geared	 towards	 moving	 and	
storing	motor	vehicles	and	keep-
ing	our	feet	dry	and	our	bodies	
behind	 four	walls.	 	The	 roads,	
parking	 lots,	 driveways	 and	
buildings,	collectively	known	as	
impervious	surfaces,	impede	the	
ability	of	water	to	soak	into	the	
soil	and	more	gradually	run	off.		
The	 net	 effect	 is	 more	 erosion	
(both	hillside	and	streambank)	
because	of	the	increased	energy	
in	the	runoff	and	compromised	
habitat	 for	 aquatic	 organisms.		
As	 to	 how	 to	 help,	 how	 about	
a	backyard	rain	garden	revolu-
tion?		(If	“rain	garden”	is	a	new	
concept,	simply	google	and	go.)		
It’d	be	a	great	start.		

For	more	information	about	
the	 Bolin	 Creek	 Watershed	
Restoration	 Team,	 visit	 http://
www.townofcarrboro.org/pzi/
Env/Water/bcwrt.htm.

For	a	listserv	to	stay	informed	
about	 this	 and	 similar	 topics,	
visit	 http://listserv.ci.carrboro.
nc.us/archives/envirotoc-l.html.

To	 read	 about	 a	 joint	 Cha-
pel	 Hill-Carrboro	 initiative	 to	
pursue	 on-the-ground	 resto-
ration	 projects	 and	 continue	
watershed	planning	and	moni-
toring	efforts,	visit	http://www.
townofcarrboro.org/BoA/
Agendas/2008/01_15_2008.
htm

Randy Dodd is an almost-  
native, and spends a lot of time 
watching stormwater events.

Seeing the Achievement Gap for 
what it is and what can be done

No	 matter	 what	 gains	 we	
make	 in	 education,	 the	Achieve-
ment	Gap	haunts	us.	 If	 the	Gap	
seems	 intractable,	 it’s	 because	 of	
the	way	we	perceive	it	as	a	single	
phenomenon	applying	broadly	to	
large	 groups	 within	 our	 society.	
In	 reality,	 academic	 achievement	
is	more	meaningful	in	individual	
contexts,	 and	 the	 Achievement	
Gap	results	from	other	gaps	rep-
resenting	individual	differences	in	
how	 children	 experience	 school.	
The	key	to	closing	the	Gap	is	clos-
ing	those	gaps.

Take	the	Instruction	Gap.	The	
poorest	 learners	 get	 the	 poorest	
teachers.	 More	 effective	 teachers	
enjoy	increased	mobility	and	bet-
ter	job	opportunities.	As	a	result,	
they	 gravitate	 toward	 positions	
that	 offer	 greater	 personal	 and	
professional	satisfaction,	many	of	
which	 involve	 leaving	 the	 class-
room	altogether.

Some	 people	 have	 suggested	
rewarding	 those	 who	 teach	 in	
challenging	 schools	 with	 higher	
pay.	 But	 this	 often	 backfires	 as	
effective	 teachers	 fail	 to	 switch	
jobs	for	better	pay	and	ineffective	
teachers	are	rewarded	with	higher	
salaries.	Even	when	it	does	work,	
we	 succeed	 only	 in	 trading	 one	
problem	for	another	as	less	effec-
tive	 teachers	 change	 places	 with	
their	more	effective	counterparts.	
A	 better	 approach	 is	 to	 provide	
high-quality	training	to	all	teach-
ers.	 Along	 with	 more	 rigorous	
certification	 requirements	 and	
improved	on-the-job	performance	
evaluation,	better	training	would	
make	school	better	for	everyone.

Independent	 of	 the	 instruc-
tion	students	receive,	we	have	cre-
ated	an	Expectations	Gap.	In	our	
thirst	 for	 educational	 testing,	we	
have	created	a	two-tiered	system:	
a	 minimum	 competency	 tier	 for	
lower-performing	 students	where	
we	 focus	 our	 efforts	 on	 helping	
them	pass	less	rigorous	state	tests;	

and	 the	 traditional	 maximum	
achievement	 tier	 where	 college-
bound	 students	 strive	 for	 ever	
higher	scores	on	harder	tests	 like	
the	SAT.	 If	we	want	 to	measure	
kids,	we	should	measure	them	all	
by	 the	 same	 high	 standard.	 The	
SAT	 is	 a	 reasonable	 high	 school	
graduation	 test.	 Prior	 to	 high	
school,	the	NAEP	test	would	also	
be	a	viable	choice.

But	 we	 can	 also	 make	 prog-
ress	 in	 closing	 the	 Expectations	
Gap	in	individual	classrooms.	In	
our	work	in	schools,	we’ve	helped	
groups	 of	 teachers	 establish	
thoughtful	 requirements	 that	 set	
high	expectations	for	all	students.	
When	teachers	are	trained	to	pro-
vide	 students	 with	 the	 time	 and	
the	tools	they	need	to	meet	those	
expectations,	kids	rise	to	the	chal-
lenge	and	achieve	greater	levels	of	
success.

Still,	 other	 gaps	 persist.	 Take	
the	Participation	Gap.	Some	kids	
study	more	effectively	than	others	
both	 in	 school	 and	out.	To	help	
all	 kids	 maintain	 high	 levels	 of	
engagement	 during	 the	 school	
day	 —	 and	 a	 more	 responsible	
approach	 to	homework	—	we’ve	
helped	 teachers	 create	 explicit	
participation	 requirements.	 We	
also	show	teachers	how	to	engage	
students	 in	 frequent	 self-assess-
ment	 and	 goal-setting	 around	
their	 participation.	 Ironically,	 in	
an	age	where	kids	are	tested	over	
and	over	in	an	effort	to	hold	them	
accountable	for	learning,	research	
and	 common	 sense	 tell	 us	 that	
teaching	kids	how	to	hold	them-
selves	 accountable	 is	 more	 effec-
tive.	 If	 student	 self-assessment	
was	 increased	while	 teacher-	and	
state-imposed	assessment	was	de-
creased,	levels	of	performance	for	
all	 students	 would	 improve	 and	
gaps	of	all	kinds	would	narrow.

As	 educators,	 we	 must	 tend	
directly	 to	 The	 Instruction	 Gap,	
the	 Expectations	 Gap,	 and	 the	
Participation	 Gap	 at	 school.	 But	
two	other	gaps	exist	that	must	be	
addressed,	and	least	partly,	in	the	
home.	Some	kids	have	more	aca-
demic	help	outside	of	school	than	

others.	This	 is	 the	Support	Gap.	
Some	 kids	 come	 to	 school	 with	
more	knowledge	than	others.	This	
is	the	Knowledge	Gap.	To	address	
these	 gaps,	 cooperation	 is	 called	
for.	Families	must	make	education	
a	higher	priority,	community	orga-
nizations	must	work	with	their	lo-
cal	districts	and	not	against	them,	
and	educators	must	come	up	with	
practical	 ways	 to	 extend	 formal	
learning	 beyond	 the	 traditional	
36-week	school	calendar	and	the	
6-hour	school	day.

Schools	 and	 programs	 that	
target	so-called	“at-risk”	students	
tend	 to	 share	 a	 common	 theme:	
more	time	on	task.	Kids	who	en-
ter	school	behind	must	be	helped	
to	catch	up.	This	means	 starting	
school	 earlier	 through	 extended	
kindergarten	 and	 pre-kinder-
garten	 programs.	 And	 from	 1st	
grade	 on	 up,	 it	 means	 spending	
more	 time	 in	 school	 and	 more	
time	 studying	 outside	 of	 it.	 For	
kids	who’d	rather	be	playing	with	
friends,	this	is	a	bitter	pill.	It’s	also	
a	hard	lesson	for	our	schools	since	
few	have	comprehensive	pre-k,	af-
ter-school,	and	weekend	academic	
programs.	 But	 it’s	 something	 we	
must	do	if	we	truly	are	committed	
to	leaving	no	child	behind.

Any	 community	 can	 narrow	
the	Achievement	Gap	if	it	is	will-
ing	to	be	honest	about	what	that	
gap	is	and	what	needs	to	be	done	
to	address	it.	The	key	is	to	move	
from	empty	platitudes	and	mean-
ingless	demands	to	specific	prac-
tices	 that	 improve	 kids’	 learning	
lives.	 Without	 blame,	 and	 with-
out	 inciting	 public	 outrage	 over	
historical	injustices,	we	can	make	
changes,	one	school	at	a	time,	to	
improve	educational	opportunity	
for	all	students,	and	to	strengthen	
our	school	system	for	generations	
to	come.

Steve Peha and Margot Car-
michael Lester own Teaching That 
Makes Sense Inc., an education 
reform, advocacy and consulting 
company based in Carrboro.

Inauspicious 
campaign 
debut

chRis fitzsimon

The	 pundits	 and	 press	 are	 still	
weighing	 in	 about	 the	 latest	 gu-
bernatorial	 debate:	 a	 discussion	
between	the	four	Republican	can-
didates	moderated	by	WRAL-TV’s	
David	Crabtree.

The	 debate	 covered	 the	 usual	
ground,	 education,	 immigration,	
transportation,	 taxes,	 leadership	
and	 not	 much	 news	 was	 made	
with	one	notable	exception.	It	was	
the	 first	 appearance	 of	 Charlotte	
Mayor	Pat	McCrory	in	a	televised	
debate.

McCrory	 officially	 entered	 the	
race	 earlier	 in	 the	 week,	 talking	
about	 transportation,	 crime	 and	
immigration	in	his	campaign	kick-
off,	 themes	 he	 repeatedly	 stressed	
in	his	debate	debut.

Raleigh’s	political	punditry	gave	
McCrory	fairly	high	marks	for	his	
performance.	 One	 columnist	 said	
that	McCrory’s	 argument	 that	his	
record	and	his	political	base	makes	
him	 electable	 in	 November’s	 gen-
eral	election	makes	sense.		

One	news	story	about	the	debate	
carried	 a	 headline	 that	 “McCrory	
livens	up	state	race.”		Another	head-
line	declared	that	McCrory	added	
spice	to	the	contest.	One	reporter’s	
blog	 about	 the	 debate	 said	 Mc-
Crory	 “was	 really	 well-prepared”	
and	looked	“experienced,	calm	and	
ready	to	lead.”

That	seemed	to	be	the	consensus,	
that	McCrory’s	12	years	as	mayor	
of	the	state’s	biggest	city	gave	him	
a	 professionalism	 and	 confidence	
that	 stood	 out	 in	 the	 Republican	
field.

The	positive	 reviews	came	only	
days	after	McCrory’s	campaign	an-
nouncement	 in	 his	 hometown	 of	
Jamestown	 was	 marred	 by	 inter-
esting	 comments	 from	 campaign	
manager	Victoria	Smith	 in	her	at-
tempts	to	explain	why	a	press	release	
misspelled	governor	as	“governer.”

Smith	 told	 reporters	 that	 the	
typo	 was	 the	 work	 of	 a	 computer	
hacker	who	somehow	got	into	the	
campaign’s	computer	system.		An-
other	 campaign	 staffer	 said	 it	was	
simply	 a	 mistake	 by	 the	 person	
who	designed	 the	 logo	 and	 it	was	
corrected.	 But	 Smith	 would	 have	
nothing	 of	 that	 explanation	 and	
claimed	 it	 was	 indeed	 a	 hacker,	
who	 then	 apparently	 hacked	 back	
into	 the	 computer	 and	 corrected	
the	error.

McCrory	himself	ended	all	 the	
speculation	 about	 the	 spellcheck-
ing	hacker	and	confirmed	the	hon-
est	mistake.	The	story	 lingered	on	
blogs	and	talks	shows	until	the	pos-
itive	 reviews	 of	 McCrory’s	 debate	
performance	started	coming	in.

But	then	The Charlotte Observer	
weighed	in	with	a	story	that	raises	
far	bigger	questions	than	who	mis-
spelled	a	word	on	a	press	release.	The 
Observer	tried	to	verify	two	claims	
McCrory	made	about	immigration	
in	the	first	week	of	his	candidacy,	
that	 20	 percent	 of	 the	 inmates	 in	
the	 Mecklenburg	 County	 Jail	 are	
illegal	immigrants	who	have	com-
mitted	a	crime	and	that	more	than	
half	the	babies	born	at	the	Caroli-
nas	Medical	Center	are	Latino.

Turns	 out	 that	 neither	 the	
Sheriff’s	 department	 nor	 the	 hos-
pital	 can	 attest	 to	 the	 accuracy	of	
McCrory’s	 claims	 because	 they	
don’t	keep	 those	kinds	of	 records.		
McCrory	 told	The Observer	 that	a	
hospital	official,	whom	he	declined	
to	identify,	gave	him	the	informa-
tion	about	the	births	and	that	the	
former	Sheriff	was	the	source	of	his	
claim	about	 the	nationality	of	 the	
inmates.

But	 neither	 place	 keeps	 those	
numbers,	 so	 there	 is	 no	 way	 for	
McCrory	 or	 to	 anyone	 else	 to	
know	them.	McCrory	did	say	that	
he	might	update	his	numbers	and	
told	 The Observer	 that	 it’s	 all	 part	
of	the	problem	with	the	immigra-
tion	issue,	that	“estimates	are	often	
wrong.”

A	much	bigger	problem	is	politi-
cians	who	use	numbers	they	seem	
to	pull	out	of	thin	air	to	scare	and	
mislead	 voters.	 McCrory	 should	
update	 the	 statistics	 he	 uses	 if	 he	
can	find	any	meaningful	numbers.	
It	seems	like	the	least	he	could	do.	It	
might	also	be	time	to	revise	all	those	
reviews	 about	 his	 performance	 so	
far	in	the	governors’	race.

	

Chris Fitzsimon is the director of 
N.C. Policy Watch.

letteRs Policy

Letters	should	be	no	more	than	425	words	in	length	
and	must	be	accompanied	by	the	author’s	name,	address	
and	contact	information.	We	will	publish	one	letter	per	
author	per	month.	Lengthy	letters	written	in	longhand	
will	mysteriously	become	lost.	Typed	letters	are	preferred	
and	email	even	more	so.	That	said,	send	your	letters	to:

letters to the editor
Box 248
carrboro, north carolina  27510

email: editor@carrborocitizen.com

fax: 919-942-2195

Can we restore our creeks?

steve Peha 
& maRgot 

caRmichael lesteR

For the record

Caution: heavy traffic
It	was	a	relief	to	hear	that	a	strong	emphasis	will	be	placed	

on	downtown	parking	during	the	board	of	aldermen	retreat	
later	this	month.	As	the	board	will	tell	you	and	as	anyone	try-
ing	to	place	a	vehicle	within	the	confines	of	the	town’s	blocks	
during	a	busy	evening,	the	parking	situation	is	growing	more	
frustrating	by	the	month.

All	that’s	about	to	change,	though,	and	not	for	the	better,	
as	projects	get	under	way	and	a	good	portion	of	downtown	
turns	from	parking	lot	to	construction	site.	Two	major	projects	
already	approved	will	take	parking	lots	heavily	used	by	patrons	
of	downtown	businesses	out	of	commission.	Add	to	that	the	
additional	traffic	and	parking	needs	for	construction	crews.

On	the	other	side	of	all	that	construction	is,	first,	more	
construction,	then,	with	some	luck,	we’ll	have	a	downtown	as	
envisioned.	Luck	and	a	lot	of	planning.	

We	knew	that	with	growing	upward	in	downtown	and	rede-
veloping	it	into	a	much	more	dense,	peopled	and	commercially	
active	place	there	would	be	some	serious	growing	pains.

Now,	it	is	very	clearly	time	to	act.	In	the	short	term,	the	town	
needs	to	get	the	process	started	to	develop	a	formal	downtown	
parking	strategy.	While	there’s	been	a	lot	of	thought	put	into	
parking,	there’s	been	too	much	reliance	on	the	private	sector	to	
solve	the	problems.	Also	in	the	short	run	is	the	need	to	think	cre-
atively	about	how	to	handle	the	construction	phases	ahead	and	
prevent	the	impending	scarcity	from	leading	to	ugly	situations.	A	
glance	to	our	big	city	neighbor	to	the	east,	where	businesses	are	
resorting	to	valet	parking	and	outright	lot	wars	have	commenced,	
shows	you	what	we	might	have	to	look	forward	to.

Farther	out,	but	not	too	far,	the	town	should	consider	what	
in	polite	society	is	termed	“structured	parking”	—	be	it	in	con-
junction	with	a	developer	or	on	its	own.	For	a	town	that’s	been	
trying	to	get	people	out	of	their	cars	for	decades	a	parking	deck	
or	a	similar	beast	might	seem	like	a	U-Turn	in	public	policy.	
But	as	one	merchant	pointed	out	at	this	week’s	board	of	alder-
men	meeting,	most	of	the	people	strolling	around	downtown	
got	there	by	car	and	have	simply	stashed	it	somewhere	conve-
nient	whilst	they	enjoy	the	atmosphere.

And	as	one	of	this	town’s	most	ardent	transit	proponents	
pointed	out	at	the	same	meeting,	though,	we	long	for	that	day	
when	the	car	won’t	be	needed	(or	as	needed)	we’re	not	there	yet	
and	we	need	to	deal	with	that.

One	thing	that	probably	ought	to	be	dealt	with	right	away	is	
that	the	town	has	no	formal	process	for	receiving	a	payment-in-
lieu	for	parking	and	no	ordinance	on	the	books	for	residential	
only	parking	areas.		

We’re	already	at	a	point	where	diners	prowl	the	lots	for	an	
open	space	waiting	for	a	spot.	There’s	no	sense	in	waiting	for	
another	study	or	traffic	analysis	or	visioning	process	to	develop	
a	parking	strategy.	Plans	have	been	approved.	Construction	is	
fixing	to	start	and,	after	that,	more	cars	are	coming	to	down-
town.	They’re	going	to	go	somewhere.	The	question	is	where?

Arriba food lovers
Chowhounds	in	this	area	are	pretty	well	acquainted	with	

the	taco	trucks	of	downtown	Carrboro.	They	tell	us	that	the	
Al	Pastor	taco	at	the	truck	based	at	Fitch	Lumber	is	rather	nice	
way	to	cap	off	an	evening	out	and	that	the	sauces	at	the	truck	
down	at	Johnny’s	Sporting	Goods	are	always	fresh	and	full	
of	flavor.	And	down	at	the	truck	at	Cliff’s	evidently	there’s	a	
special	taco	with	pineapple	that’s	worth	the	trip.

If	you	haven’t	experienced	these	things,	you	may	be	out	
of	luck	unless	the	town	officials	change	their	ruling	that	the	
trucks	are	out	of	compliance	with	zoning	regulations.	This	has	
nothing	to	do	with	health	and	safety	regulations	—	the	trucks	
are	inspected	and	approved	by	county	health	officials.

After	a	year	of	winning	our	hearts	through	our	stomachs	clos-
ing	them	down	seems	an	awfully	drastic	and	unnecessary	step.
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PAGE meeting
PAGE-CHCCS,	a	parent	advocacy	

group	for	academically	gifted	students	
in	Chapel	Hill-Carrboro	City	Schools,	
will	meet	January	24	at	7	p.m.	at	the	
Chapel	Hill	Public	Library.	

The	group	plans	to	discuss	gifted	
education,	advanced	classes	and	other	
AG	issues	in	the	school	district.	Carol	
Horne,	the	district’s	coordinator	of	
Gifted	Programs,	will	make	a	brief	pre-
sentation	and	receive	parent	feedback.	

The	meeting	is	open	to	the	public.	
For	more	information,	contact	Dabney	
Grinnan	at	dabneygrinnan@nc.rr.com.	

Healthy teen forum
The	Parent-Teacher-Student	Asso-

ciations	of	Carrboro,	Chapel	Hill	and	
East	Chapel	Hill	high	schools	will	
sponsor	a	Parenting	Healthy	Teenag-

ers	Forum	on	February	4	from	7	to	9	
p.m.	at	the	Chapel	Hill	High	School	
Hanes	Auditorium.	

The	forum	will	feature	a	panel	of	
experts	who	will	present	informa-
tion	and	answer	questions	regarding	
alcohol,	drugs,	obesity,	toxic	foods,	
anorexia	and	health	screening.	

The	forum	is	open	to	the	public.

Mini College night
Carrboro	High	School	will	hold	a	

Mini	College	Night	on	January	24	at	
6:30	p.m.	Participating	colleges	include	
High	Point	University,	Western	Caro-
lina	University,	UNC-Charlotte,	East	
Carolina	University,	Appalachian	State	
University,	North	Carolina	Central	Uni-
versity,	Salem	College	and	others.	

The	event	will	be	held	in	the	Car-
rboro	High	Café	Commons.

School Briefs

Lunch Menus
JAn. 25-31

Every meal is served with a choice 
of milk. Breakfast is served daily.

ELEMEntAry

Friday — Hamburger on a Bun w/ 
Lettuce & Tomato; Chicken & Rice 
Casserole; Tater Tots; Tossed Salad 
w/ Dressng; Apple Halves
Monday — Beef & Cheese Na-
chos w/ Salsa; Oven Bakd BBQ 
chicken w/ Wheat Roll; Baked 
Sweet Potato; Collard Greens; 
Chilled Pears
Tuesday — Beef Lasagna w/ 
Garlic Bread; Hot Dog on a 
Bun; Fun on the Run; Baked 
Beans, Garden Peas; Chilled 
Fruit Cocktail

Wednesday — Cheese Pizza; Pep-
peroni Pizza; Corn Dog; Tossed Salad 
w/ Dressing; Broccoli Cuts; Chilled 
Peaches

Thursday — Macaroni & Cheese 
w/ Wheat Roll; Pork Rib-B-Que on 
a Bun; Fun on the Run; Green Beans; 
Apple Halves

MiddLE & HiGH

Friday — Chicken Patty Sand-
wich w/ Cheese; BBQ Pork on a 
Roll; Baked Sweet Potato; Coleslaw; 
Fruited Gelatin
Monday — Spaghetti & Meat 
Sauce w/ Garlic Bread; Hot 
Dog on a Bun; Mixed Vegetables; 
Chilled Pineapple; Fresh Orange
Tuesday — Salisbury Steak w/ 
Gravy and Wheat Roll; Fishwich; 
Sweet Yellow Corn; Tossed 
Salad w/ Dressing; Chilled Pears

Wednesday — Vegetarian Lasagna 
w/ Wheat Roll; Chicken Nuggest w/ 
BBQ Sauce and Wheat Roll; Green 
Beans; Chilled Fruit Cocktail

Thursday — Fried Chicken w/ 
Wheat Roll; Grilled Cheese Sand-
wich; Tater Tots; Garden Peas; 
Chilled Peaches

Info: 967-8211 ext. 270

WLOCAL CLASSIFIEDS WORK!W

WWITH FREE WEB LISTING!W
PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED ONLINE TODAY
AT WWW.CARRBOROCITIZEN.COM/CLASSIFIEDS

INSIDE COMMUNITY RADIO
by DJ Doctor Tofu

WCOM LP FM 103.5 is a 100 watt FM station serv-
ing the Chapel Hill - Carrboro Community.  Each 
week we present a brief view of the goings-on in 
the “100 watt wonder”.

“Radio Palante” Fridays from 5-6pm
Format:   Youth produced Spanish language public 
affairs and music.  Interviews, chats, and lively music 
all rolled together.
DJ:  Twelve bilingual high school students put on the 
Pa’lante (“let’s roll!”) show continuously for the past 
several years.

David Bellin (DJ Doctor Tofu) is the host of Carrboro Live! each 
Thursday 7-8pm.  He can be reached by email at WCOM@David-
Bellin.com or via the station website:  www.CommunityRadio.coop.

EduCAtE  
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administrators	 and	 teachers	
alike.	 According	 to	 Superin-
tendent	Neil	Pedersen,	who	has	
served	in	his	current	position	for	
8	 years,	 the	 district	 has	 made	
slow	 progress,	 but	 rescaling	 of	
test	scoring	has	made	that	prog-
ress	less	apparent.	

“We’re	 not	 talking	 about	 a	
problem	that’s	unique	to	Chapel	
Hill	—	it’s	all	over	the	nation,”	
Hatley	 said.	 “In	 most	 every	
school	 district,	 the	 problem	 is	
exactly	the	same.”	

To	 remedy	 that	 problem,	
Hatley	 says	 the	 program	 will	
start	with	reading	skills.	

“Number	 one	 is	 going	 to	
be	 dealing	 with	 their	 reading	
skills,”	 he	 said.	 “That	 is	 key.	
That’s	basic.”

The	program	will	be	run	en-
tirely	 by	 volunteers,	 including	
several	former	teachers.	

“We	are	people	who	have	been	
successful	in	teaching	kids,”	said	
Hatley,	a	former	teacher.	

He	 added	 that	 the	 support	
from	 the	 community	 has	 been	
a	huge	help	in	starting	the	pro-
gram.	

“We	have	people	calling	every	
day	to	volunteer,”	Hatley	said.	

According	to	Brother	Robert	
Muhammad,	 one	 of	 the	 pro-
gram’s	 coordinators,	 volunteers	
will	 first	 assess	 each	 student	 in	
order	 to	 determine	 his	 or	 her	
needs	 and	 to	 “chart	 them	 on	 a	
course,	our	course.”	

At	first,	the	program	will	have	
just	 one	 class	 a	week	on	Satur-
days,	 but	 eventually	 it	 will	 ex-
pand	to	several	classes	a	week,	at	
several	locations	throughout	the	
area,	 so	 that	 the	 program	 can	
serve	more	children	and	adults.	

For	 adults	 and	 children,	 the	
program	 will	 offer	 computer	
classes,	which	will	teach	partici-
pants	not	only	how	to	use	com-
puters	and	fix	problems,	but	 to	
build	computers	from	scratch.	

“We	must	do	everything	that	
we	can	to	bring	the	community	
together,”	Muhammad	said.		

Parents	 of	 children	 in	 the	
program	will	be	 required	 to	be	
involved,	and	will	help	to	serve	
as	 a	 link	 between	 the	 program	
and	 the	child’s	 school,	 in	order	
to	better	determine	how	best	to	
teach	the	child.

“[The	schools]	cannot	require	
parents	to	participate	in	a	child’s	
education	and	learning,”	Hatley	
said.	 “They	 can	 ask,	 but	 they	
cannot	require	it.	We	can.”	

To	enable	parents	to	be	more	
involved,	 program	 classes	 will	
be	 recorded	 and	 streamed	 on	
the	church’s	website.	If	a	student	
can’t	make	it	to	class,	he	or	she	
can	 participate	 online,	 accord-
ing	to	Muhammad.	

“We’re	trying	to	cut	out	the	
excuses	 now,”	 he	 said,	 adding	
that	 the	 program	 will	 offer	
transportation	 for	 its	 students	
as	well.	

“We	 want	 to	 catapult	 our	
community	 to	 another	 level,	
and	I	think	this	is	the	way	to	do	
it,”	Muhammad	said.			

photo by KIRK RoSS 
Parents and students get a first hand look at new computers and equipment installed upstairs at 
Barbee Chapel Church as part of the church’s effort to provide after school support with lessons. 
The new program was initiated after concerns about progress on closing the ahievement gap.

Celebrations are always FREE
in The Carrboro Citizen
• Engagement Announcements

• Wedding Announcements
• Anniversaries • Birth Announcements

Send your announcement with photo to:
Carrboro Citizen • P.O. Box 248 • Carrboro NC 27510

or email: editor@carrborocitizen.com

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS
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Carrboro’s Community Newspaper

Hey Kids!
Get The Carrboro Citizen

delivered right to your doorstep.
For only $26 a year you can have The Citizen arrive 

each Thursday evening, fresh off the press
and ready-to-read.*

Looking for a publication that keeps you
up-to-date on town government, local shows, schools 

and community events?

Already enjoy The Citizen,
but occasionally miss a week?

Citizen Home Delivery is your answer.
Take a look at our delivery area to see if you’re in the 

Citizen Home Delivery zone:

Support Your Local Newspaper.

If you’re out of the 
delivery zone, you can 
still get The Citizen by 
mail, now for the low, 
low price of just $73 per 
year. (Hint: Buy one for 
your mom.) 

*Be sure to check the 
map to make sure you’re 
in our delivery zone.
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photo by GeorG t Gordon
David Brooks (23) of the Carrboro varsity Jaguars reaches for the 
basket during the matchup against the Northwood Tigers on Friday, 
Jan. 18 in Carrboro. Brooks led the Jaguar scoring with 32 points, 
including four 3-point buckets.  The Jaguars lost the game 62-73.

photo by GeorG t Gordon
Haley Hegedus (25) of the Carrboro varsity Lady Jaguars releases 
a shot during the game against Northwood on Friday, Jan. 18 in 
Carrboro. Northwood won, 56-34.

A dose of reality

Maryland	dealt	UNC	a	dose	
of	reality	this	past	weekend,	ag-
gressively	 wrangling	 an	 82-80	
win	 over	 the	 Tar	 Heels	 at	 the	
Smith	Center.	For	Carolina,	this	
ended	dreams	of	 an	undefeated	
season	 and	 bumped	 the	 Heels	
from	the	No.	1	spot	in	the	coun-
try	down	to	No	5,	right	behind	
hated	 rival	 Duke,	 in	 the	 latest	
AP	basketball	poll.	

Perhaps	 more	 importantly,	
UNC	 also	 now	 trails	 the	 Blue	
Devils	 in	 the	 ACC	 standings,	
which	 could	 ultimately	 deter-
mine	who	gets	to	play	in	North	
Carolina	throughout	the	NCAA	
Regional	 play.	 There	 is	 a	 lot	 of	
time	to	rectify	this	situation,	but	
recent	 close	 outcomes	 against	
conference	 rivals	 Clemson	 and	
Georgia	 Tech	 have	 shown	 the	
Tar	 Heels	 to	 be	 vulnerable	 to	
more	potential	losses.	

So	what	now?
A	 patient	 fan	 asks:	 What,	 if	

anything,	 could	 be	 the	 matter	
with	 Carolina	 basketball,	 and	
can	it	be	fixed?

Some	of	Carolina’s	issues	have	
been	 circumstantial.	 Given	 the	
fact	 that	UNC	had	 four	decent	
shots	at	 the	end	of	 the	game	to	
tie	or	win,	 the	Tar	Heels	 could	
just	 as	 easily	 have	 emerged	 vic-
torious	 Saturday	 and	 held	 onto	
their	 No.	 1	 ranking,	 and	 there	
would	 probably	 be	 articles	 out	
now	about	how	great	clutch	per-
formers	 these	guys	are.	The	Tar	
Heels	 did	 maintain	 their	 poise	
down	the	stretch	against	Mary-
land	-	so	there	isn’t	a	big	question	
about	their	ability	to	handle	the	
pressure	of	tight	situations	—	at	
least	not	yet.	In	this	case,	the	ball	
just	didn’t	bounce	 into	 the	bas-
ket.	You’re	not	going	 to	win	all	
the	tight	games,	as	the	Virginia	
football	team	found	out	in	their	
bowl	game.

What	 is	 more	 troubling	 for	
UNC	 is	 that	 league	 opponents	
seem	 to	 have	 figured	 out	 some	
things	about	the	Heels	—	name-
ly,	that	they	may	be	able	to	out	
push	Carolina,	be	more	 aggres-
sive	 than	 the	 Tar	 Heels	 and	
even	out	run	this	team	now	that	
Bobby	Frasor	is	not	available	as	a	
capable	backup	for	both	Ty	Law-
son	and	Wayne	Ellington.

Carolina	 is	 still	 going	 to	 be	
able	 to	 blow	 some	 people	 out	
and	win	a	majority	of	its	games	
just	 by	 having	 more	 offensive	
weapons	 and	 better	 rebounders	
than	most	opponents.	But	when	
the	Tar	Heels	have	encountered	
opposition	 that	 is	 playing	 well,	
and	 fearlessly,	 and	 “leaving	 it	
all	on	the	floor”	as	they	say,	the	
Heels	are	finding	themselves	in	a	
vulnerable	spot.	The	three	ACC	
teams	that	have	played	Carolina	
tight	 have	 all	 used	 more	 bench	
players	 for	 more	 minutes	 than	
UNC	 has	 and	 all	 three	 have	
been	very	physical	with	multiple	
defenders	on	Tyler	Hansbrough.

This	way	of	attacking	the	Tar	
Heels	 presents	 a	 difficulty	 for	
North	Carolina	when	it	gets	into	
a	 tight	 second-half	 game,	 be-
cause	Carolina’s	domination	this	
season	has	depended	heavily	on	
a	couple	of	things:	Hansbrough’s	
unrelenting	will	to	out	work	op-
ponents	and	the	ability	of	Lawson	
and	the	UNC	break	to	beat	op-
ponents	down	the	floor	for	easy,	
momentum-shifting	baskets.

If	 either	 of	 these	 angles	 gets	
compromised	in	the	course	of	a	
game,	Carolina’s	advantage	over	
decent	 opposition	 can	 become	
significantly	reduced.	And	when	
opponents	 are	 running	 three	
physical	 guys	 at	 (and	 over)	 Ty-
ler	all	night	on	both	ends	of	the	
court,	 and	 fast-breaking	 effec-
tively	right	back	at	UNC,	there	

is	danger	for	both	of	these	situa-
tions	to	crop	up.	

The	 UNC	 half-court	 of-
fense	 is	 just	 not	 as	 dominating	
a	 force	 as	 last	 season,	 when	 we	
had	Brandan	Wright	also	on	the	
court.	 And	 Carolina’s	 defense	
shows	the	effects	of	using	a	pair	
of	guards	out	 front	who	are	ex-
pected	to	play	most	of	the	game	
and	 who	 also	 have	 to	 carry	 a	
large	weight	on	offense.

So	 there	 are	 weaknesses	 evi-
dent	in	the	façade.	Carolina	did	
not	defend	well	 enough	 against	
Maryland’s	 dribble	 penetration,	
and	that	became	a	deciding	fac-
tor	down	the	stretch,	as	Greivis	
Vasquez	 took	over	 the	game	on	
Maryland’s	 final	 possessions	
with	his	driving	ability.

Now	 it	 is	 time	 for	 the	Heels	
to	 react.	 Roy’s	 teams	 bounced	
back	 well	 the	 past	 two	 seasons	
after	other	league	teams	“figured	
them	out,”	making	adjustments	
that	seemed	to	take	the	legs	out	
of	some	of	the	main	things	their	
opponents	tried	to	do.

During	 this	 now	 half-done	
season,	one	simple	way	for	Caro-
lina	to	improve	and	to	recapture	
its	on-the-court	dominance	is	for	
the	second-tier	players	to	step	up,	
allowing	Ty,	Tyler	and	Ellington	
a	bit	more	confidence	 that	 they	
can	go	all	out	while	they	are	in	
the	game	and	not	see	their	efforts	
go	to	waste	when	they	check	out	
for	a	three-minute	breather.

Player	 fatigue	 has	 become	 a	
more	obvious	concern	 since	 the	
Frasor	injury	cut	into	Carolina’s	
depth;	but	some	recent	develop-
ments	have	made	 this	Tar	Heel	
fan	hopeful	that	it	may	not	be	a	
permanent	 and	 fatal	 weakness	
for	this	team.

That	 said,	 three	 things	 I’d	
be	happy	to	see	during	the	next	
stretch	of	games	—	which,	inci-
dentally,	are	not	going	to	be	easy	
for	UNC	—	are:

(1)	 Marcus	 Ginyard	 taking,	
and	making,	 a	 few	 three-point-
ers.	The	junior	wing	player	made	
two	 treys	 on	 Saturday,	 his	 first	
two	of	the	year,	and	looked	a	lot	
more	 confident	 once	 that	 first	
one	fell.

(2)	Alex	Stepheson	becoming	
more	of	 an	 equal	 rotating	part-
ner	with	Hansbrough	and	Deon	
Thompson	 in	 the	 post.	 Stephe-
son	looked	really	comfortable	in	
the	game	Saturday	and	did	some	
good	things	on	defense,	and	Ty-
ler	really	could	use	as	much	help	
as	possible	absorbing	some	of	the	
banging	down	low	and	running	
lanes	on	the	break.

And	 (3)	 Quentin	 Thomas	
getting	to	be	a	reliable	cog	in	the	
guard	 rotation,	 at	 least	 during	
the	 first	 half.	 The	 senior	 play-
maker	has	shown	signs	the	past	
few	games	that	he	may	be	out	of	
an	earlier	turnover	funk,	and	his	
athleticism	on	defense	and	some-
times-ability	 to	 create	 scoring	
opportunities	 for	 himself	 and	
teammates	could	become	highly	
valuable	resources	for	UNC,	es-
pecially	 if	 it	 allows	Roy	 to	 rest,	
and	push,	Lawson	and	Ellington	
a	bit	more.	

Q.T.	is	a	tough	case	to	figure.	
But	 with	 confidence-building	
performances	in	his	past	two	or	
three	 games,	 this	 could	 be	 the	
right	 moment	 for	 the	 senior	 to	
break	 through	 and	 really	 play	
some	of	that	basketball	Tar	Heel	
fans	know	he’s	capable	of.

If	 just	 two	 of	 these	 three	
things	happen	over	the	next	few	
weeks,	look	for	Carolina	to	move	
upwards	and	onwards.	The	main	
thing	 these	Tar	Heels	need	 is	 a	
boost	 of	 energy	 and	 aggressive-
ness	on	defense	and	on	 the	 fast	
break,	 and	 more	 participation	
and	 ownership	 from	 Thomas,	
Ginyard	 and	 Stepheson	 could	
be	a	key	to	making	both	of	these	
things	happen.

By	Frank Heath
Sports Columnist

photo by Kirk ross
Undaunted by UNC’s first loss of  the season to Maryland on Saturday, 
James McCleary of the Shrunken Head boutique hangs a Tar Heels 
banner. The Tar Heels lost 82-80 to to the Terrapins.

Scoreboard
CArrboro  HIgH
MenS’ 
bASketbAll
Friday, January  18
(via Georg tudryn)
Car:   14   9   20  19 =62
nor:  15  21  17  20 =73 
david brooks was the top 
scorer for the carrboro 
Jaguars, shooting 32 points 
including four 3-point buckets.  
brad dimac scored eight 
points for the Jaguars.

CArrboro HIgH
WoMen’S 
bASketbAll
Friday, January 18
(via Georg tudryn)
Car:    9   6   8  11 =34
nor:  10  22  9  15 =56
Layne Mishoe led the scoring 
for the Carrboro Lady 
Jaguars, hitting two 2-point 
baskets and making seven of 
12 free throws.  Allison ropp 
contributed 10 points on two 
2-point baskets and six free 
throws. 

Coaches wanted
The	 Carrboro	 Recreation	

and	 Parks	 Department	 is	 ac-
cepting	 volunteer	 coach’s	 ap-
plications	 for	 the	 2008	 Youth	
Baseball	 Program	 and	 for	 the	
2008	 Youth	 Girls	 Volleyball	
Program.	Coaches	must	be	able	
to	 organize	 practices	 and	 com-
municate	effectively	with	players	
(ages	6-15	years	old),	parents	and	
Recreation	 Department	 staff.	
They	must	also	be	able	to	teach	
proper	playing	skills,	fundamen-
tals,	sportsmanship	and	provide	
an	enjoyable	atmosphere	at	prac-
tices	 and	 games.	 To	 receive	 a	
volunteer	 coach’s	 application	 or	
additional	 information,	 please	

contact	 the	 Recreation	 Depart-
ment	at	918-7364.	

basketball 
Challenge

The	Carrboro	Recreation	and	
Parks	Department	is	sponsoring	
a	Basketball	Challenge	on	Sun-
day,	February	10th.	 	This	event	
has	 players	 competing	 against	
one	another	 in	a	variety	of	bas-
ketball	 skill	 events.	 Age	 group	
categories	 include	 9-10	 and	 11-
12	 male	 and	 female.	 The	 fee	 is	
$12	 per	 player.	 	 Registration	 is	
being	accepted	at	the	Recreation	
Department,	100	N.	Greensboro	
St.,	Carrboro.		Pre-registration	is	
required.		For	more	information,	
please	 contact	 the	 Recreation	
Department	at	918-7364.

In brief

next home game: Cummings, Friday January 25. Women at 6, 
men at 7:30.
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CITIZEN CLASSIFIEDS
Place YOUR ad at www.carrborocitizen.com/classifieds 24/7!!

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES
$5.00/issue for up to 15 words.  Words over 15: $0.35/word/issue

Place your classified ad online until 
MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

CITIZEN CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK FOR  YOU!

SELL YOUR STUFF IN THE 
CITIZEN CLASSIFIEDS

Your Category and Your Listing
Here Will Promote Your Valuable Service

to Your Customers

To place your listing call Robert Dickson at 942-2100, 
fax your information to 942-2195 

or email publisher@carrborocitizen.com

GRAPHIC ARTS

Bud Matthews Services
Appliance service for all major brands

Repair and replacement of heat and air
Serving Chapel Hill & Carrboro since 1981
Office: 919-929-0203  Fax: 919-933-6449

CLEANING SERVICE

Bud Matthews Home Repair & Improvement
Carpentry, plumbing, electrical, remodeling and 
repair. - Licensed, insured. All work fully guaranteed. 
Member: Chamber of Commerce, Better Business 

Bureau - Office: 919-929-0203  Fax: 919-933-6449

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Service Directory
5,000 copies distributed weekly. Call 919-942-2100 to place your ad.

$12 per week * 5 lines * MiniMuM 4 weeks

APPLIANCES

Archer Graphics
Signs and Gallery

Custom Design for Visual Arts
from Hand Painted to Digital. Since 1975

206 E. Main ~ Carrboro ~ 929-7522

KIM’S CLEANING SERVICES
Local, hardworking, experienced housekeeper.

References available, reasonable rates.
Weekly or Biweekly, special occasions

Please call 919-942-0382

GREEN BUILDING
PECK & ARTISANS

Green Construction & Remodeling
Innovative Plumbing • Custom Tiling

We specialize in Recycling & Re-Using.
919 933 8485

Archer Graphics MOVING around March 
of this year. We are in search of space. 
Buy or lease @ 800 sq ft, in Carrboro 

please call 929-7522 Ronnie

FREE WEB 
LISTING!

Your classified ad will be 
published on our high- 
traffic website just as it 
appears in the printed 

version of 
The Carrboro Citizen!

Aldermen 
from page 1

“We like the project and 
we think it would be an asset 
to the downtown. We didn’t 
think seven spaces would be 
too onerous,” he said.

Planning Board chair James 
Carnahan said there is still a need 
to make sure there is adequate 
parking available. He suggested 
that the developer find off-site 
parking for employees.

Speaking personally, Car-
nahan said that while the long-
term goal is to reduce reliance 
on the automobile, the town 
was not there yet and should 
require the additional parking.

Jennifer McMillan, owner 
of Nested and one of several 
downtown merchants who 
have raised concerns about 
the parking, said the Rober-
son Square project’s impact on 
parking needs to be considered 
in context with other major 
developments downtown that 
will also have a large impact on 
the available spaces downtown. 
Having less parking and fewer 
people using cars is a “nice 
idea,” she said, but added: “It’s 
a nice idea that doesn’t work for 
businesses.”

The key to downtown 
Carrboro’s success, she said, 
was that there was ample, free 
parking. The town will need to 
very quickly address the paring 
crunch since spaces will con-
tinue to dwindle as the new de-
velopments come on line.

“Parking continues to go 
away,” she said. “I’m very 
alarmed that I don’t see any-
thing coming down the road 
that would address or fix this.” 

Last year, the board of alder-
men approved The Alberta, a 
46,360 square foot residential 
and retail center that will be 
built on Roberson Street and 
Sweet Bay Place on part of an 
existing lot that provided em-
ployee and overflow parking 
for Carr Mill Mall. One block 
east, a lot on the corner of Main 
Street and Roberson Street cur-
rently leased by the town will 
be dedicated to parking for the 
recently approved first phase of 
the large 300 East Main Street 
development.

The hearing was continued 
until the board of aldermen’s 
meeting on February 26. Be-
tween now and then, board 
members said they would like 
to see several points clarified, 
including how the parking 
would be divided among resi-
dences and businesses.

The board is also scheduled 
to review the downtown park-
ing issue at its annual planning 
retreat next week. One item 
under study is whether devel-
opers would be able to provide 
a payment in lieu to the town 
instead of the full complement 
of parking required under the 
ordinances. The town could 
then use the funds to provide 
its own parking facilities. Cur-
rently, the town leases much of 
its downtown parking from pri-
vate property owners.

05 Suzuki Forenza . . . . . . . . . . .$7,500
04 Honda CRV . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15,900
04 Chevy Silverado . . .  . . . . . .$10,500
04 Toyota Camary . . . . . . . . . . $12,500
04 Chevy Cavalier . . . . . . . . . . .$7,500
03 Buick Regal . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9,900
03 Ford Focus SW . . . . . . . . . . . $7,500
03 Ford Explorer . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,800
02 Honda Civic . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,800
02 Nisson Sentra . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,500
01 Chevy Blazer . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,500
01 VW Golf A/T . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,500
00 Jeep Cherokee . . . . . . . . . . .$3,800
00 Volvo S70 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,500
97 Jeep Wrangler . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,500
67 Ford F100 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,500
63 Corvair 700 . . . . . .$6,500 collectible

601 W. Franklin St., Chapel Hill

919-933-9500
http://www.franklinautollc.com/

Blunden Studio

The Colors of
Green

Architects in Carrboro
www.blundenstudio.com

Affordable
   Homeownership
           Opportunities

through

The Land Trust
Beautifully renovated 1171 sq.ft., Chapel Hill home for sale at 100  Culbreth Circle.
Minutes from UNC with 3BRs, 1.5BAs, hardwood floors in living room plus new: appliances, 
HVAC, hot water heater, exterior siding, interior paint and windows. Close to UNC 
Hospital and University. $138,000. Program Qualifications apply.  Visit our website at
www.ochlt.org or call our team of Brokers at 967-1545, Ext. 302.

Help Wanted

eGG dOnORS needed 
to help infertile couples 
build families. Cash com-
pensation and free 2 week 
trip to India. Ages 20-29 
only. Call 877-IVF-EGGS. 
www.proactivefamilysolu-
tions.com 

HOme
ImpROvement

RaInWateR CatCH-
ment SYStemS. 300 
gallon + recycled plastic 
tanks with handy electric 
pump. Installed, typically 
$400. Contact Matthew - 
Piedmont Environmental 
Landscaping and Design, 
960-6856 

ClaSSeS/
InStRuCtIOn

need dRum leSSOnS? 
Music major with over 20 
years touring and recording 
experience is now available 
for private lessons. Versed 
in many styles. Will take all 
levels from beginners to 
advanced. 919-291-7498 
evans.nicholson@gmail.
com 

HOuSe fOR 
Rent

mInuteS fROm CHa-
pel HIll. 2 bedroom 2 
bath in Quiet Park. AT&T/
Time Warner available. 
929-2864 

HOmeS fOR 
Sale

3 BR/2 Ba On 2+ aCReS. 
Not your everyday double-
wide - this one completely 
redone! Crown molding, 
new floors, custom cabi-
nets. Huge wired workshop. 
$110,000 WeaverStreet-
Realty.com 929-5658 

BIG YaRd for kids or 
pets! Cute renovated 
homes on a quiet, no-thru 
street. Bamboo floors, 
new appliances & fix-
tures. McDougle Schools. 
$ 1 9 5 , 0 0 0 - $ 1 9 9 , 0 0 0 
WeaverStreetRealty.com 
929-5658 

faRmStead under an-
cient trees west of Car-
rboro. Spacious house w/ 
long front porch and base-
ment apartment. 10 acres 
w/ fenced pastures and 
numerous outbuildings. 
$425,000 WeaverStreet-
Realty.com 929-5658 

nOW JuSt $87,000 
eaCH Price reduced on 
four 2-story, 3 BR homes 
w/ similar floorplans. Quick 
access to I-40/ I-85, Cha-
pel Hill, Durham or Burl-
ington. Court-ordered sale. 
WeaverStreetRealty.com 
929-5658 

SOlId BRICK home w/
wraparound porches & 
decks. Gorgeous light-filled 
interior, open floorplan & 
hardwood floors. 5+ acres 
w/beautiful gardens. Near 
Jordan Lake. $549,000 
WeaverStreetRealty.com 
929-5658 

land fOR Sale

In-tOWn pIttSBORO 
acre lot on corner of W. 
Salisbury & 87. Zoned R-
12. Can be subdivided into 
2 lots. Utilities available. 
Cleared w/some hard-
woods. $125,000 Weaver-
StreetRealty.com 929-
5658 

duKe fOReSt borders 
two sides of this dramatic 
5 acre lot w/ large hard-
wood trees, creek & possi-
ble pond site. Convenient 
to UNC & Duke. $199,500 
WeaverStreetRealty.com 
929-5658 

OffICe SpaCe 
fOR Rent

7 mIn. WeSt Of tOWn. 
1260 sq.ft., 3 private of-
fices, conference room, 
lge. rm. for work stations, 
kitchenette, 11’ ceilings, 
quiet, safe, lots of parking. 
$1,260/mo. Call Tom at 
919-730-2756. 730-2756
 

Wanted tO 
Rent OR BuY

aRCHeR GRapHICS 
searching for space, 
@800SF. Buy or lease 
ground floor, Carrboro 
929-7522. 

REAL ESTATE

Irregular corky growth on Sweet Gum branch

Flat corky Winged Elm branch

We mixed up 
the photos 
on flora last 
week. for easy 
comparison, 
here are 
the Sweet 
gum and 
the Winged 
elm with 
the correct 
captions. 
photos by
Ken moore.

TACO TrUCKS 
from page 1

“I think the taco trucks are a 
great local business that a lot of 
people like and benefit from,” 
Chilton wrote in an email re-
sponse to an inquiry by The 
Citizen. “I want to find a way 
that they can sell their tacos 
and comply with the town’s or-
dinances.”

Board of Aldermen member 
Jacquie Gist said she was un-
happy to see the action taken 
on the basis of an anonymous 
complaint, saying it makes it 
hard to understand why the 
complaint was filed and what 
its motivation was.

“I am very worried by the 
real possibility that hard work-
ing entrepreneurs who are add-
ing to our community could 
be put out of business and have 
their livelihood threatened. It 
is un-American and certainly 
un-Carrboro. If Carrboro can 
not offer a welcoming home to 
immigrants trying to achieve the 
American Dream then maybe I 
don’t know Carrboro as well as 
I think I do,” she wrote in an 
email response to The Citizen, 
adding that she had confidence 
that the town would find a work-
able solution.

Cliff Collins, owner of Cliff’s 
Meat Market, said he would 
likely file an appeal if necessary 
to keep the trucks in operation.

“I guess I understand both 
sides,” he said. “I don’t want to 
hurt anybody’s business. But I 

really think these trucks are an 
asset to our downtown.”

Collins said the trucks oper-
ate mainly at night and stay open 
later than most food establish-
ments, adding to the vitality of 
the nightlife.

Mac Fitch said he has never 
had any complaints or known 
of any trouble with the truck 
that’s parked at Fitch Lumber for 
about a year. “I’ve had absolutely 
no problem,” he said, adding 
that he doesn’t understand why 
the town sent him the letter. “I 
don’t know why they’re dragging 
me into it.”  Fitch said the gentle-
man who runs the truck dropped 
by Fitch Lumber Wednesday 
and was given a copy of the let-
ter. He said he has heard that the 
taco truck was quite popular and 
hoped that any dispute with the 
town is worked out.

The trucks are permitted to 
sell food by the Orange County 
Health Department as long as 
they are working in conjunction 
with an approved and inspected 
commissary, according to Tom 
Konsler, Orange County’s Envi-
ronmental Health Supervisor.

COrreCTIOn
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