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Burgundy red twigs characterize sourwood 
trees.                           PHOtO By KeN MOOre

Making tree friends 
in the winter

P
articipants in winter 
plant identification 
classes at Sarah P. Duke 
Gardens and the N.C. 
Botanical Garden are 

making friends with numerous 
trees that are easily recognized 
when they are bare and leafless. 

twig color is one of several 
easy-to-spot clues to the iden-
tification of some trees at this 
time of year. the burgundy reds 
of sourwood twigs are an im-
mediate marker for that tree. to 
verify your identification, scrape 
a bit of the thin bark near the 
end of the twig and give it a sniff. 
A fresh, pungent smell will con-
firm that you are correct. 

to further verify your identi-
fication, step back a bit to view 
the entire plant. the dark bark of 
sourwoods displays a pattern of 
deep vertical fissures that meet 
to form arrow-like points up and 
down along the trunk. the sour-
wood has another striking char-
acteristic that you are unlikely to 
associate with other trees. In the 
wild, this understory tree seems 
incapable of growing straight. It 
has a most curious habit of lean-
ing to one side or another as it 
grows upward, eventually mak-
ing twists and turns that give it a 
truly bizarre personality. 

Near sourwoods, you may 
spot the glossy yellow-green 
twigs of sweetgum saplings or 
stump sprouts. these twigs 
may be accompanied by corky 
growths along their sides. Such 
corky ridges can be quite pro-
nounced on some of the larger 
specimens. Look around for the

See  FLOra PAGe 8

fLOrA By Ken Moore

Council 
retreat to 
focus on plan 
rewrite
By KIrK rOSS
Staff Writer

 Chapel hill  — The Chapel Hill 
Town Council goes into its annual re-
treat this weekend with a big decision 
looming on the potential for moving 
the town library and the beginning of 
a yearlong effort to revise its compre-
hensive plan. 

The major focus at the retreat will 
be developing a process for public in-
volvement in the rewrite of the town’s 
comprehensive plan.

Mayor Mark Kleinschmidt said 
the council wants to make sure there 
is meaningful citizen involvement in 
shaping the plan. The recently com-
pleted process for gathering feedback 
and increasing community participa-
tion in the town’s negotiations with 
UNC on the Carolina North project 
provided a lot of lessons in that area, 
he said.

UNC School of Government pro-
fessor David Owens, who worked 
with the town in developing the Caro-
lina North Development Agreement, 
will discuss that process and offer sug-
gestions for improving involvement.

Also scheduled at the retreat is a re-
view of the council’s goals set last year, 
a discussion of economic-development 
strategies and preliminary discussion 
on the 2011-12 budget.

The retreat will be held from 6 to 
9 p.m. Friday and from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Saturday,  at 523 E. Franklin St. 
Materials for the retreat are available 
at the town’s website at townofchapel-
hill.org/index.aspx?page=958

Although it’s not on the retreat 
agenda, what to do about the library 
– and its impact on the town budget – 
will no doubt be in the air. 

See  COunCIL PAGe 3

Her day is far from done
By WILL BryanT
Staff Writer 

When Anne Edwin was born on Jan. 28, 1911, William Taft was president 
of the United States, the town of Carrboro was little more than a textile mill 
and some railroad tracks and the Titanic was one year away from embarking 
on its fateful journey. 

Edwin, who celebrated a century of life at a birthday party in the com-
munity room of Adelaide Walters Apartments last Friday, is considered past 
her prime by most people’s standards. But as her fellow residents will tell you, 
at 100 years old, Edwin might be the youngest person living in Chapel Hill. 

“Anne has got a youthful attitude … it’s like everything is fresh and new,” 
said 88-year-old Don Matthias, Edwin’s neighbor of nearly 10 years. “She 
looks at the best side of things – and for a person of 100 years, that’s unusual.”

See  edna PAGe 4

Fired workers receive unemployment benefits

Board reiterates focus on local businesses
By KIrK rOSS

By TayLOr SISK
Staff Writer

 Chapel hill  – Two Chapel Hill 
Public Works Department employ-
ees who were fired in October have 
been awarded unemployment ben-
efits by the state Employment Se-
curity Commission. 

The two men, Kerry Bigelow 
and Clyde Clark, had been denied 

benefits after the town claimed 
they had violated its detrimental 
conduct policy. The ESC deci-
sion states that Bigelow and Clark 
were fired for allegedly threatening 
and intimidating behavior toward 
supervisors, team leaders and resi-
dents and refusing to perform their 
duties. Clark also allegedly took 
unauthorized pictures of his crew 
leader. 

But according to the decision, 
the town failed to “provide any first 
hand testimony regarding any of the 
alleged incidents related to the claim-
ant’s termination.

Bigelow and Clark had been de-
nied benefits in a prior decision. Big-
elow is now eligible for $341 a week, 
with a maximum benefit of $8,866; 
Clark will receive $337, with a maxi-
mum of $8,762.

After being fired from their jobs, 
the men filed a grievance against the 
town and a complaint with the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion. They say they were targeted for 
having filed grievances in the past 
alleging racial bias in job placements 
and promotions and unsafe working 
conditions.

See  WOrKerS PAGe 2

Staff Writer

 CarrBoro  — As Carrboro leaders 
ponder the town’s participation in a 
new Orange County economic-devel-
opment collaboration, they’re under-
lining support for a focus on growing 
local businesses.

At their retreat last weekend at the 
Orange Water and Sewer Authority 
headquarters, the Carrboro Board of 
Aldermen reviewed its own economic-
development efforts, including an up-
date on the replacement for the town’s 
economic and community develop-
ment director James Harris, who re-
tired at the first of this month.

Town Manager Steve Stewart told 

the board he had narrowed down a 
pool of about 70 applicants and would 
begin face-to-face interviews with a 
small group of candidates next week.

Stewart said he was looking for an 
individual to take on the priorities 
of the board, particularly the focus 
on supporting and growing locally 
owned businesses.

Board member Dan Coleman said 
while the hiring process continues, the 
town’s elected leaders’ commitment to 
local ought to be clear to whomever 
Stewart names to the job.

Coleman said that at the retreat, 
the board reached a consensus on 
the need to follow through on three 
priorities: building on the town’s 

revolving loan program, the launch 
of a Think Local First campaign 
and attracting more “green jobs” to 
Carrboro.  

He said the town will try to bolster 
the funds in its loan program by pur-
suing state and federal grants, includ-
ing Community Development Block 
Grants. Right now, Coleman said, the 
town has enough in the revolving loan 
fund to assist in the start-up or expan-
sion of two or three businesses. One 
strategy to expand that number would 
be to try to target a grant proposal.

“There’s the belief that if we had 
a project attached to a grant, there 
might be federal support available,” 
Coleman said.

The Think Local First campaign, a 
top priority of the town’s recent Lo-
cal Living Economy Task Force, aims 
to build more business-to-business 
ties and encourage greater use of local 
products and services by consumers 
and businesses.

Mayor Mark Chilton said that 
though there’s been disagreement over 
specifics, thinking local is a long-run-
ning policy in Carrboro.

He said the retreat provided a con-
trast to a recent meeting he attended 
of county, business and municipal 
leaders on a proposed economic-de-
velopment collaboration.

See  aLderMden PAGe 3

County approves legislative package 
Unsatisfied with Orange/Alamance line
By SuSan dICKSOn
Staff Writer

The Orange County Board of 
Commissioners voted on Tuesday 
to approve the county’s legislative 
package for the 2011 North Caro-
lina General Assembly Session, re-
questing approval of bills that would 
prohibit deer hunting with dogs 
in Orange County and establish 
91 percent of the disputed Orange 
County/Alamance County line.

The counties have been 
working to resolve the disputed 
boundary since 2008, when the 
line was resurveyed. 

The commissioners also voted to 
send a letter to Alamance County 
officials requesting their cooperation 

in resolving concerns involving the 
Morrow Mill Road and Mill Creek 
neighborhoods in Mebane. Resi-
dents of the Morrow Mill Road area 
want to remain in Orange County, 
while residents of the Mill Creek 
neighborhood have expressed a de-
sire to move to Alamance County. 
However, the agreed-upon portion 
of the line leaves Mill Creek in Or-
ange County and moves Morrow 
Mill Road to Alamance County. 

“People in the Morrow Mill 
neighborhood continue to be con-
cerned about this,” said Carol Ann 
McCormick, a Morrow Mill Road 
resident. “We continue to want to 
remain part of Orange County, and 
I’m disappointed that we haven’t 
been able to convince anyone that 

we should remain.” 
County Manager Frank Clifton 

said the portion of the county line 
that affects the Morrow Mill and 
Mill Creek areas could be addressed 
in a separate bill in a future legisla-
tive session. 

“One side wants to be in Ala-
mance, one side wants to be in 
Orange – you’d think it would be 
simple,” he said. 

Commissioners said they hoped 
to find a way to resolve the residents’ 
concerns. 

“I just do not feel that we have 
upheld our commitment to the 
Morrow Mill Road people,” Vice 
Chair Steve Yuhasz said. 

See  COunTy PAGe 3

Linda Saah, an outreach instructor with the N.C. Museum of Natural Sciences, shows frank Porter Graham 
elementary School students an American alligator at the school’s read-a-thon Night on Monday, par t of the 
school’s 13th annual read-a-thon. for this year’s theme, “read with Me Under the Sea,” fPG staff and students 
created an undersea reading area, fisherman’s wharf, beach scene and tiki hut in the school’s media center. 
from left: Landon rosanbalm, Kayak Hencke, Madeline Brooks, emma Weinberg, Heri Ongechi, Becca Gwynne 
(background) and Linda Saah                                                                             PHOtO By CHrIS MCDANIeLS

Anne edwin celebrated 
her 100th bir thday 
surrounded by friends 
and neighbors at 
Adelaide Walters 
Apartments on friday 
afternoon.   

PHOtO By 
ALLISON rUSSeLL
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Thursday Feb 3
Lunchbox Concert —	Pres-
ents	Marie	Vanderbeck	Trio.	
Carrboro	Century	Center,	
noon	Free
Movie screening —	Queer 
movie night: But I’m a Cheer-
leader.	internationalist	Books,	
7pm	Free	internationalist-
books.org

Friday Feb 4
Fundraiser for haiti —	An	
organ	recital	for	Haiti	Relief	
with	Alexander	Anderson	
playing	works	by	Couperin,	
Bach,	Franck	and	Messiaen.	
United	Church	of	Chapel	Hill,	
7:30pm	942-3540
Film Fest —	Blue	Sky	Film	
Fest,	including	workshops	with	
producers.	Lumina	Theatre,	
Southern	Village	Continues	
through	Feb	6	blueskyfilmfest.
com/schedule/
Computer Class —	Email	
basics.	Chapel	Hill	Public	
Library.	8:15am	Free	Pre-reg-
istration	required:	968-2780
hidden Voices —	To Buy 
the Sun: The Challenge of Pauli 
Murray	celebrates	the	100th	
anniversary	of	the	bir th	of	one	
of	n.C.’s	foremost	civil	rights	
activists.	The	ArtsCenter,	Feb	
4-5	8pm	$10	artscenterlive.
org
decoration day in the 
Mountains —	Folklorist	Alan	
Jabbour	and	photographer	
Karen	Singer	Jabbour	discuss	
the	Southern	Appalachian	
tradition	of	cleaning	and	deco-
rating	community	cemeteries.	
Wilson	Special	Collections	
Library,	4pm	Free	library.unc.
edu

Open house/school Tour 
—	For	perspective	students	at	
St.	Thomas	More	School.	Rm	
111,	Parish	Center,	9am
stories for Grown ups 
—	Part	2	of	the	“Mu	Farm	
Trilogy.”	Bynum	General	Store,	
7pm

saTurday Feb 5
Fabric sale —	More	than	
1000	yards	of	new	silks,	velvets	
and	brocades	to	be	sold	by	
QUUilters,	Community	Church	
of	Chapel	Hill	Unitarian	Uni-
versalist,	9am-noon	933-9041
Garden Walk—	A	guided	
tour	through	the	garden	
displays	at	the	north	Carolina	
Botanical	Garden.	10am	Free	
Registration	required	962-0522
Kruger brothers —	To	per-
form	at	Community	Church,	
106	Purefoy	Rd,	Chapel	Hill.	
8pm	$15/20	community-
churchconcerts.org
ask a Lawyer day —	Meet-
ing	Room,	Chapel	Hill	Public	Li-
brary.	9am-4pm	Free	968-2780
day Camp Fair —	30	
regional	summer	camps	to	
provide	information	on	their	
programs.	University	Mall,	
10am-2pm	umreceptionist@
madisonmarquette.com

sunday Feb 6
iFC Open house —	Tour	
the	current	facility	to	ap-
preciate	the	need	for	a	new	
facility.	100	W.	Rosemary,	1:30-
3:30pm	ifcweb.org	

MOnday Feb 7
Time Out —	With	guest	
Pete	Brennan.	WCoM-FM	
103.5	5pm

Conservation Workshop 
—	Kenneth	McDermond	and	
Allison	Weakley	to	discuss	how	
county	collaboration	can	help	
preserve	natural	resources.	Cha-
pel	Hill	Community	Center	7pm

Tuesday Feb 8
Craft night —	Paper	art	proj-
ects.	internationalist	Books,	7pm	
Free	internationalistbooks.org

Wednesday Feb 9
abundance Foundation 
event —	20	slides	at	20	sec-
onds	each	with	presentations	on	
a	variety	of	topics.	The	Carolina	
Brewery,	Pittsboro,	7pm	$5	
suggested	donation	benefits	the	
Abundance	Foundation	abun-
dancefoundation.org/events

Thursday Feb 10
Lunchbox Concert —	Pres-
ents	Hindugrass.	Carrboro	
Century	Center,	12pm	Free

Friday Feb 11
Computer Class —	Microsoft	
Word	Basics.	Chapel	Hill	Public	
Library,	8:15am	Free	968-2780
sacrificial Poets —	The	
ArtsCenter,	7pm	$5	artscenter-
live.org

Ongoing
Mental illness Program —	
A	series	of	12	weekly	classes	

to	help	family	members	un-
derstand	and	support	mentally	
ill	relatives	while	maintaining	
their	own	well-being.	Dogwood	
Room	at	the	Seymour	Center,	
Feb.	3-April	21	6:30-9pm	Free	
967-5403	gobaelder@gmail.com

Cancer support —	Support	
groups	at	Cornucopia	House	for	
cancer	patients	and	their	fami-
lies.	cornucopiahouse.org
Cancer support —	Support	
groups	and	wellness	programs	
sponsored	by	n.C.	Cancer	Hos-
pital.	unclineberger.org/patient/
support/supportgroup.asp
Compassionate Friends 
—	Free	self-help	support	for	
all	adults	grieving	the	loss	of	
a	child	or	sibling.	Evergreen	
United	Methodist	Church,	third	
Mondays	7-8:30pm	967-3221	
chapelhilltcf.org

Community Calendar

send your Community 
Calendar submissions to 

calendar@
carrborocitizen.com

Invites you to create
your dream wedding

Gift Registry • Favors
Rehearsal Dinners • Bridal Showers

Catering • Receptions
Custom Cakes

Everything
but the Dress
January 26 - February 9 

201 South Estes Drive • University Mall • Chapel Hill  
919.929.7133 • Open 10-7, Fri ‘til 9 • southernseason.com

Brides & 
Wedding 
Planners 
Welcome

Call 919-942-2100 to place an ad.

advertise 
properties 
on the 
Carrboro 
Citizen real 
estate page.
Get more 
value 
for your 
advertising 
dollar.
Get results.

Get Results.
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CryPTOquOTe ansWer: Know your Market
Why	are	women	wearing	perfumes	that	smell	like	flowers?		Men	don’t	like	flowers.		i’ve	been	
wearing	a	great	scent.		it’s	called	new	Car	interior.	-	Rita	Rudner

 durham’s historic movie palace

film schedule feB 4-10

309 west morgan st. downtown durham
carolinatheatre.org ~ 919.560.3030

fri feB 4 onlY: retrofantasma classics
WHATEVER HAPPENED TO BABY JANE? at 7pm

THE TOMB OF LIGEIA at 9:30pm

the King’s speech 
Nightly at 7:10 & 9:25pm 

Sat & Sun Matinees at 2:10 & 4:25pm 
no 9:25pm screening on fridaY

another Year Nightly at 7 & 9:30pm
Sat & Sun Matinees at 2 & 4:30pm 

no 7pm screening on friday

saturday-tuesday only! final 4 days!
true grit Sat-Tue at 7:15 & 9:20pm
Sat & Sun Matinees at 2:15 & 4:20pm

CarOLina TheaTre 
OF durhaM
309	W.	Morgan	St.,	560-3030

Whatever	Happened	to	Baby	Jane,	
Friday	only	at	7	p.m.;	The	Tomb	of	
Ligeia,	Friday	only	at	9:30	p.m.;	The	
King’s	Speech,	nightly	at	7:10	&	9:25	
p.m.,	Saturday	and	Sunday	matinees	
at	2:10	&	4:25	p.m.;	True	Grit,	
Saturday-Tuesday	at	7:15	&	9:20	
p.m.,	Saturday	and	Sunday	matinees	
at	2:15	&	4:20	p.m.;	Another	Year,	
nightly	at	7	p.m.	and	9:30	p.m.,	
Saturday	and	Sunday	matinees	at	2	
&	4:30	p.m.

CheLsea TheaTer
Timberlyne,	1129	Weaver	Dairy	
Road,	968-3005

Black	Swan;	Blue	Valentine;	The	
King’s	Speech	

The LuMina
Southern	Village,	932-9000

no	Strings	Attached;	The	Fighter;	
The	Rite;	The	King’s	Speech;	
True	Grit;	Blue	Sky	Film	Festival	
(Friday-Sunday)

reGaL TiMberLyne 6
120	Banks	Drive,	933-8600

no	Strings	Attached;	The	Green	
Hornet;	The	Mechanic;	The	Rite;	
The	Way	Back;	True	Grit	

The VarsiTy
123	E.	Franklin	St.,	967-8865

Love	and	other	Drugs

MOVies
We suggest you call for exact show times

sPOTLiGhT

A Fire in My Belly
A	little	more	than	a	week	remains	to	see	David	Wojnarowicz’s	
controversial	unfinished	film	A Fire in My Belly at	the	Ackland	Art	
Museum	at	UnC.	

Wojnarowicz,	an	artist	active	in	the	new	York	City	art	scene	during	
the	1980s,	made	the	film	in	1986-87,	later	disassembling	the	work.	He	
died	in	1992,	never	completing	the	film.	

in	october,	the	Smithsonian	national	Portrait	Gallery	in	Washing-
ton,	D.C.,	included	a	four-minute	version	of	A Fire in My Belly in	an	
exhibition,	but	removed	the	film	on	nov.	30	under	pressure	from	the	
Catholic	League	and	some	members	of	Congress.	

Two	screens	in	the	Ackland’s	second-floor	study	gallery	will	present	
Wojnarowicz’s	original	fragments	of	A Fire in My Belly	and	the	version	
removed	from	the	national	Portrait	Gallery.	The	installation	will	also	
include	the	Catholic	League’s	statement	and	newspaper	articles	about	
the	controversy	surrounding	the	film.	

The	museum	will	display	the	installation	through	Sunday,	Feb.	13.	
Admission	to	the	Ackland,	located	on	South	Columbia	Street	just	
south	of	Franklin	Street,	is	free.	For	more	information,	call	966-5736	
or	visit	ackland.org

WOrKers
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Beginning Thursday, the men 
will appeal their firings to the 
town’s Personnel Appeals Com-
mittee, which is comprised of 
community members selected by 
the town council. The commit-
tee will then make a recommen-
dation to Town Manager Roger 
Stancil, who will determine 
whether the men will be rehired.

Bigelow’s hearing will be held 

Thursday at 7 p.m. in the Chapel 
Hill Public Library; Clark’s will 
be Feb. 9, also at 7 in the library. 
Per the men’s request, the hear-
ings will be open to the public.

“We’ve got nothing to hide,” 
Clark said. “We want it all out in 
the open.”

Town officials declined to 
comment, citing the confidenti-
ality of personnel matters.

A report provided to the 
town in October by Kevin von 
der Lippe of Capital Associated 
Industries – a Raleigh-based 

company that, according to 
Stancil, provides management 
advice, project work and con-
sulting on a range of employ-
ment matters – stated that von 
der Lippe’s investigation re-
vealed that Bigelow and Clark 
had engaged in “ongoing nega-
tive and inappropriate interac-
tions” with citizens along their 
waste-collection route and that 
they had been “consistently in-
subordinate to their supervisor,” 
undermining his authority.

Summaries of interviews with 

co-workers in the private investi-
gator’s report contain allegations 
of insubordinate behavior and 
poor job performance by Big-
elow and Clark.

But their attorney, Al Mc-
Surely, countered that the co-
workers were intimidated by the 
interview process, that his clients 
received no notice of any resident 
or co-worker complaints against 
them and that Bigelow was given 
excellent reviews by his supervi-
sor until February, when he filed 
his grievance. 

buy 
local
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 Briefs
Shope appointed interim director

Gary	 Shope	 has	 been	 appointed	 interim	 economic-develop-
ment	director	for	Orange	County.	

Shope	will	be	responsible	for	creating	and	implementing	strate-
gies	to	enhance	and	promote	the	economic	well-being	of	Orange	
County.	 In	 addition,	 he	 will	 oversee	 the	 Chapel	 Hill/Orange	
County	Visitors	Bureau.	

Shope	served	as	vice	president	of	the	Research	Triangle	Foun-
dation	 for	16	years,	nurturing	an	 international	network	of	cor-
porate	and	professional	alliances	that	helped	advance	the	global	
reputation	of	the	Research	Triangle	Park.	He	holds	a	bachelor’s	
degree	from	West	Virginia	Wesleyan	College	and	a	master’s	de-
gree	in	public	administration	from	UNC.	

Shope	began	work	as	the	county’s	interim	director	this	week.

Over-occupancy enforcement
The	Town	of	Chapel	Hill	is	actively	enforcing	over-occupancy	

issues	in	rental	housing.
Homes	 that	 are	 classified,	 built	 and	 zoned	 as	 single-family	

dwelling	units	that	are	rented	out	to	or	occupied	by	more	than	
four	unrelated	persons	 are	 in	violation	of	 the	 town’s	Land	Use	
Management	Ordinance.	A	single-family	dwelling	unit	is	defined	
as	“a	detached	dwelling	consisting	of	a	single	dwelling	unit	only.”

Violations	 of	 the	 ordinance	 can	 result	 in	 tenants	 being	 dis-
placed,	fines	and	additional	approvals	and	inspections	that	could	
require	major	upgrades	to	those	homes.	The	town	cautions	stu-
dents	to	be	aware	of	the	ordinance	before	signing	leases.	

Transportation plan workshop
The	 Orange	 County	 Planning	 Department,	 the	 Triangle	

Area	Rural	Planning	Organization	and	the	N.C.	Department	of	
Transportation	will	hold	a	public	information	workshop	on	the	
development	of	the	Orange	County	Comprehensive	Transporta-
tion	Plan	on	Monday	from	4:30	to	7:30	p.m.	in	the	meeting	room	
of	the	Orange	County	Public	Library.	

The	plan	is	a	long-range,	multimodal	transportation	plan	that	
will	be	used	to	select	future	infrastructure	improvements	funded	
through	federal	and	state	programs.	NCDOT	staff	will	give	brief	
presentations	at	5,	6	and	7	p.m.	

The	library	is	 located	at	137	W.	Margaret	Lane	in	Hillsbor-
ough.	Public	input	is	encouraged.	

Hillsborough police officer honored
Hillsborough	 police	 Officer	 Douglas	 Hemingway	 will	 be	

honored	by	Mothers	Against	Drunk	Drivers	of	North	Carolina	
on	Feb.	11.	

Hemingway,	 a	 member	 of	 the	 Hillsborough	 Police	 Depart-
ment’s	 traffic	 enforcement	 unit,	 will	 receive	 MADD’s	 2010	
Eastern	 North	 Carolina	 Police	 Hero	 Award.	 His	 traffic	 stops	
of	suspected	intoxicated	drivers	last	year	resulted	in	33	driving-
while-impaired	arrests.

Hemingway	will	 receive	 the	award	at	a	banquet	 in	Raleigh.	
The	annual	awards	ceremony	recognizes	the	top	officers	in	each	
division	of	 law	enforcement	and	the	criminal-justice	system	for	
going	beyond	their	job	descriptions	to	make	roadways	safer.	

Positive rabies test
On	 Monday,	 Orange	 County	 Animal	 Services	 received	 a	

positive	rabies	result	from	the	N.C.	Rabies	Laboratory	for	a	rac-
coon.	The	 raccoon	was	 submitted	because	of	possible	 exposure	
with	a	stray	cat	in	the	vicinity	of	Old	Chapel	Hill-Hillsborough	
Road	and	Lafayette	Drive	in	Hillsborough.

	On	Jan.	27,	two	Hillsborough	residents	noticed	a	raccoon	on	

sell your stuff.
carrborocitizen.com/classifieds
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county decides against sales ordinance
By SuSaN DIckSON
Staff Writer

The	Orange	County	Board	of	
Commissioners	 voted	 unani-
mously	on	Tuesday	not	to	cre-
ate	 an	 ordinance	 regulating	
door-to-door	sales	and	solicita-
tion	 in	residential	areas	of	 the	
county,	 citing	 concerns	 with	
constitutionality	 and	 enforce-
ability.	

After	 county	 residents	 re-
quested	 such	 an	 ordinance	
citing	 public-safety	 concerns,	
commissioners	 considered	 re-
quiring	 a	 permit	 for	 door-to-

door	 sales	or	 solicitation,	with	
an	exemption	for	sales	by	mem-
bers	 of	 charitable,	 religious,	
civic	or	fraternal	organizations	
who	 receive	no	 compensation;	
and	sales	by	students	under	18	
for	 school	 activities.	 Sales	 of	
agricultural	 products	 would	
also	have	been	exempted.	

However,	 County	 Attorney	
John	Roberts	said	an	ordinance	
that	exempted	some	nonprofits	
and	 not	 others	 could	 face	 is-
sues	of	constitutionality.	

“If	 you’re	 going	 to	 regulate	
one,	 you’ve	 got	 to	 regulate	
them	 all,”	 he	 said.	 Only	 two	

other	counties	in	North	Caro-
lina	 Pasquatank	 and	 Cataw-
ba	 have	 ordinances	 regulating	
door-to-door	sales.	

County	 Manager	 Frank	
Clifton	 pointed	 out	 that	 in-
cluding	 exemptions,	 such	 as	
for	 agricultural	 sales,	 could	
provide	 a	 loophole	 that	 other	
kinds	of	sellers	could	exploit.	

“It’s	one	thing	to	pass	a	law	
–	 it’s	 another	 thing	 to	 pass	 a	
law	that’s	enforceable,”	he	said.	

Clifton	 encouraged	 con-
cerned	residents	to	put	up	“No	
Soliciting”	 or	 “No	 Trespass-
ing”	 signs	 and	 to	 call	 911	 if	

they	see	suspicious	individuals	
going	door-to-door.

“People	who	are	up	to	crim-
inal	 activity	 are	 not	 going	 to	
get	a	permit	for	criminal	activ-
ity,”	he	added.	

Commissioners	 said	collab-
oration	between	neighbors	and	
law-enforcement	officials	was	a	
better	way	to	handle	neighbor-
hood	security.	

“I	 don’t’	 really	 feel	 like	 we	
need	to	move	forward	with	this	
item.	 We	 have	 other	 avenues	
for	handling	it,”	Commission-
er	Pam	Hemminger	said.	

cOuNTy
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The	 package	 also	 pres-
ents	 the	 county’s	 position	
on	various	statewide	issues,	
including:

•	 support	 for	 legisla-
tion	 that	 would	 authorize	
any	 local	 government	 to	
enact	 any	 revenue	 source	
that	 is	 available	 to	 one	 or	
more	 local	 governments	 in	
the	state,	 such	as	 the	 land-
transfer	tax	or	sales	tax;

•	 opposition	 to	 legislation	
that	 would	 shift	 the	 state’s	
responsibility	 for	 funding	
road	construction	and	main-
tenance	 projects	 to	 county	
governments,	 with	 a	 request	
that	 counties	 be	 granted	 the	
authority	to	levy	fees	or	tolls	if	
that	responsibility	is	shifted;

•	 support	 for	 legislation	
that	would	allow	county	gov-
ernments	 to	 regulate	 and/or	
have	input	into	bio-solids	ap-
plication	activities;

•	 support	 for	 legislation	
that	 would	 allow	 local	 gov-
ernments	 to	 include	 stan-
dards	for	energy	efficiency	in	
local	 building	 codes	 that	 are	
higher	than	those	in	the	State	
Building	Code;

	 •	 support	 for	 legisla-
tion	 and	 funding	 to	 expand	
broadband	 capability	 to	 the	
un-served	 and	 underserved	
areas	of	the	state;	and

•	 support	 for	 legislation	
that	 would	 exempt	 counties,	
cities,	school	boards,	commu-
nity	colleges	and	the	Orange	
Water	 and	 Sewer	 Authority	
from	 payment	 of	 state	 and	
local	sales	taxes	on	purchases	
within	the	state.	

Commissioners	Earl	McK-
ee	 and	 Yuhasz	 voted	 against	
the	 provision	 about	 enact-
ing	 revenue	 sources	 that	 are	
available	 to	 other	 local	 gov-
ernments,	 pointing	 out	 that	
voters	rejected	both	the	land-
transfer	and	sales-tax	referen-
dums	on	recent	ballots.	

“I	 do	 not	 think	 that	 it	 is	
appropriate	 for	 the	 Orange	
County	 Board	 of	 Commis-
sioners	to	enact	any	source	of	
revenue	 that	 may	 have	 been	
approved	 by	 any	 county	 in	
this	state,”	Yuhasz	said.	“I	am	
just	 concerned	 that	 Orange	
County	 might	 decide	 that	 it	
needed	to	impose	one	of	those	
revenue	 options	 that	 was	
available	 to	 another	 county	
that	was	inappropriate	for	this	
county.”	

Other	 commissioners	 said	
they	felt	that	the	board	would	
act	 responsibly	given	 the	op-
tion	to	enact	revenue	sources.	

“I	 have	 confidence	 in	 our	
boards	here	in	Orange	Coun-
ty	 that	 if	we	had	options	we	
wouldn’t	 make	 foolish	 deci-
sions,	that	we	would	tailor	 it	
to	 the	needs	of	 the	 citizens,”	
board	Chair	Bernadette	Pelis-
sier	said.	

aLDerMeN
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“As	a	board,	we’re	still	funda-
mentally	committed	to	focus	on	
local	business	and	promote	local	
ownership	as	a	strategy	for	recy-
cling	 the	 most	 dollars	 into	 the	
community,”	he	said.

Chilton	 said	 it’s	 been	 ap-
parent	from	the	outset	that	the	
county	 and	 other	 members	 of	
the	group	looking	at	a	new	strat-
egy	want	to	focus	on	recruiting	
from	outside	the	county.

The	 recent	 hiring	 of	 Gary	
Shope,	 a	 former	 vice	 presi-
dent	 at	 the	 Research	 Triangle	
Foundation	with	international	
recruiting	 credentials,	 as	 the	
county’s	interim	economic-de-
velopment	 director	 shows	 the	
distinction,	Chilton	said.

“In	 talks	 with	 our	 neigh-
bors,	 it’s	 clear	 that	 they	 would	
really	 like	 for	 us	 to	 join	 forces	
and	cooperate	in	pursuing	some	
strategies.	 But	 fundamentally	
it’s	a	group	of	strategies	that	run	
contrary	to	what	we	want	to	do	
in	Carrboro.”

cOuNcIL
From page 1

At	press	time	for	The Cit-
izen	on	Wednesday	evening,	
the	 town	 was	 conducting	 a	
public-information	 session	
on	 the	 potential	 for	 mov-
ing	the	library	to	University	
Mall.

Kleinschmidt	 said	 the	
meeting	 is	 another	 chance	
to	get	the	mall	proposal	be-
fore	the	public.	He	objected	
to	some	of	the	criticism	the	
council	 has	 received,	 espe-
cially	 the	 claim	 that	 it’s	 a	
backroom	 deal	 and	 that	 it	
represents	 a	 reversal	 of	 the	
council’s	 commitment	 to	
the	library.

Kleinschmidt	 said	 the	
town	 has	 been	 very	 out	 in	
the	 open	 on	 the	 potential	
deal.

“When	 we	 got	 the	 offer,	
we	put	it	out	there	and	said,	
‘Tell	 us	 what	 you	 think,’”	
Kleinschmidt	said.

The	 council,	 he	 said,	 has	
shown	 its	 commitment	 to	
the	library	with	the	approval	
of	a	$16	million	expansion	at	
the	 Pritchard	 Park	 site.	 The	
town	 has	 an	 obligation	 to	
study	 the	 mall	 proposal,	 he	
said,	because	of	the	potential	
for	significant	savings.

“We’re	 just	 trying	 to	 deter-
mine	if	it’s	a	better	deal,”	he	said.

Kleinschmidt	 said	 he	 ex-
pects	 that	 the	 council	 will	
have	 enough	 information	
by	its	meeting	on	Feb.	14	to	
make	a	decision	on	whether	
to	move	forward	with	nego-
tiations	with	University	Mall	
owner	 Madison-Marquette	
or	 reject	 the	offer	and	move	
ahead	 with	 the	 already-	
approved	expansion	project.

ORANGE COUNTY 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION

Post Office Box 8181
300 West Tryon Street

Hillsborough, North Carolina  27278
919 245-2487

Orange County Human 
Relations Commission

What we do . . . 
The Orange County Human Relations Commission (HRC) 

provides assistance to people who file a complaint when they think 
or feel that their race, color, religion, sex, national origin, familial 
status, veteran status, age, or disability (or their association with 

members of any of these groups) caused them to receive differential 
treatment in their search for housing.  The HRC also provides 

assistance with public accommodations issues.

Call 919 245-2487 with questions or to file a complaint.

Cliff’s Meat Market
sizzlin’ savings

100 West Main st., Carrboro
919-942-2196 H Mon-sat 9am-6pm

Debit
& EBT

Prices good thru 2/11/11

All NAturAl
Ground Chuck 

$2.99/lb

fresh mAde dAily
Country 
sausage 
$1.99/lb

Cut to Order
Whole fresh 

Chickens
$1.29/lb

hand Cut

ribeyes
$7.99/lb

fresh dAily
Boneless, skinless 

Chicken Breasts
$2.99/lb

Cut to Order
Pork Chops 

CeNter Cut
$2.99/lb

Hand Dipped 
Oysters

$12.99/pint
Cut to Order
Grass-fed

sirloin
$5.99/lb

Certified OrGANiC

Chicken
$2.49/lb

renting party Chairs & tables!

This week’s special:
Paint 12 x 12 room walls $199 including paint

Home Improvements Decks • Sunrooms • 
Kitchen & Bath • Additions • Painting • Wood rot repair
Hire the local guys!

Carrboro renovations
by robert P. Huelle

919.259.3330 • Huellebuilding@hotmail.com

Baldwin Custom Cabinetry
and Home Improvement

Cabinet re-facing & Carpentry
Hardwood flooring
Door & window installation

Screened decks & porches
Room additions/Painting & sheetrock 
Electrical, plumbing & roofing

Dale Baldwin 
336-266-4228

Josh Baldwin 
336-512-5612

EST. 1992

Kelsea Parker
919-357-7236

Quality, detailed cleaning with 
your preferences in mind.

Trustworthy, reliable, own 
equipment, great rates.

Long-term original clients 
since 1992

Service above and 
beyond “the basics”

Clean house + happiness 
guaranteed!

do you know something we don’t?
send it to us at: news@carrborocitizen.comgot news?
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	super	crossworD			tricky	business CitizenCryptoquote By Martin Brody
For example, YAPHCYAPLM is WORDSWORTH.  One letter stands for another.  In this sample, 
A is used for the two O’s, Y for the two W’s, etc..  Apostrophes, punctuation, the length and 
formation of the words are all hints.

“Knowing Your Market”

T I U  M F C  T N L C G 

T C M F S G P  Z C F Q X L C W 

K I M K  W L C B B  B S Y C 

Q B N T C F W ?   L C G  R N G ’ K 

B S Y C  Q B N T C F W .   S ’ J C 

O C C G  T C M F S G P  M  P F C M K 

W D C G K .   S K ’ W  D M B B C R 

G C T  D M F  S G K C F S N F .  - 

F S K M  F X R G C F
Find the answer in the puzzle answer section.

Film	festival	opens	Friday
The Lumina Theatre at Southern Village is the 

venue for the Blue Sky Film Festival this weekend. 
Organizer Nic Beery has put together an array of 

30 “independent, edgy, incredible” films from short 
to feature length. The festival opens Friday at 3:30 
p.m. and ends with an awards ceremony on Sunday 
at 3:45.

There also will be filmmaker workshops and 
demonstrations. The festival’s opening reception on 
Friday evening benefits the ARC of Orange County.

Information, movies and times are available at 
blueskyfilmfest.com

Free	tax	preparation
The Latino Credit Union is offering a free tax-

preparation service through April 18 through its 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program.

The program is available to taxpayers with a 
household income at or below $49,000. If interest-
ed, contact the Carrboro branch at 967-1725 to set 
up an appointment.

For more information on the VITA program, go 
to latinoccu.org/en/products/services/income-tax-
assistance-vita

creative	economy	meeting
The launch of a new marketing campaign tout-

ing Chatham County as a cultural-arts destination 
is planned during a “Creative Economy Summit” on 
March 19.

The summit, which will feature Linda Carlisle, 
N.C.’s secretary of cultural resources, is part of a 
weekend of festivities planned throughout the county.

eve	carson	scholarship	
awarded

UNC juniors Mark Clarke and Zach De La Rosa 
have been selected as the 2011 recipients of the Eve 
Carson Scholarship. 

The scholarship funds half the cost of attendance 
of the students’ senior years, plus $5,000 each for a 
summer enrichment experience.

workshop	on	conservation	
Learn about local and regional conservation on 

Monday from 7 to 9 p.m. in the meeting room of 
the Chapel Hill Community Center, 120 S. Estes 
Drive. 

Kenneth McDermond, coordinator of the 
South Atlantic Landscape Conservation Coopera-
tive, and Allison Weakley, project manager for the 
Chatham Conservation Partnership, will provide 
examples of how multi-level collaboration can help 
counties preserve natural resources. 

For more information, contact Judith Ferster at 
jferster@unity.ncsu.edu  

cornucopia	cancer	support	
center	fundraiser

Cornucopia Cancer Support Center’s 12th an-
nual A Chocolate Affaire is set for Feb. 13 at 2 p.m. 
at the Carolina Club, located in the George Watts 
Hill Alumni Center at UNC.

Tickets cost $60 each and entitle the attendee 
to unlimited chocolate and, for those of age, wine. 
The event will feature auctions, both silent and live.

For more information or to purchase tickets, 
visit cancersupport4u.org/a-chocolate-affaire.html

Free	postage	for	military	
valentines

The UPS Store at Carrboro Plaza is providing 
free first-class postage for one-ounce valentines and 
letters to U.S. military personnel stationed overseas 
or to veterans in VA hospitals through Feb. 14.

Eligible mail must be addressed to a specific 
U.S. serviceman or -woman at an assigned APO/
FPO address or a specific veteran residing in a VA 
hospital and must bear a valid return address.

For store hours, visit theupsstorelocal.com/3651

storytelling	book	published
How I Helped Build a Community Bridge, a book-

let of essays from Chapel Hill and Carrboro resi-
dents, has been published at townofchapelhill.org/
Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=8640 
by the Town of Chapel Hill Justice in Action 
Committee. 

Stories were submitted by 15 community mem-
bers. The booklet includes stories, poems and a 
song written by those who wanted to share their 
experiences and ideas with others. The competition 
was part of the Justice in Action Committee’s pro-
gram on “Healing the wounds of racism in Chapel 
Hill.”

community	briefs

this week we respond to 
questions about elderly 
loved ones living at home 
and “gamekeeper’s” thumb.

dear housE Calls, My 
mother is 95 and lives alone 
in her own home. Due to 
increasing forgetfulness, my 
sister and I feel that this is 
no longer safe. She refuses to 
move into assisted living. She 
still manages most of her own 
affairs. We are worried she 
might fall and nobody will find 
her or she’ ll set her house on 
fire. What should we do?

this is such a difficult 
situation. Many of us have 
parents who are aging. 
these are really hard issues. 
We want to take care of our 
elderly loved ones and still 
support their independence. 
the fact that she is 95 and 
living independently tells 
us a lot about her spirit. 
Certainly, the proximity of 
you, your siblings and other 
family members may play a 
role. Can somebody drop 
by at least daily to check 
in? We would also like to 
know what she thinks. does 
she feel safe? one strategy 
is to have a family meeting. 
We often do this with our 
patients and their families. 

We will usually include a 
social worker who can help 
with resources and referrals. 
in this setting, we reflect 
on safety issues and what 
strategies might mitigate 
them. Perhaps an alarm 
worn on the body can tell if 
she gets in trouble or Meals 
on Wheels can provide hot 
meals and a person to check 
in on her on weekdays. 
as long as your mother is 
competent to make her 
own decisions (some of 
which you will no doubt 
consider bad decisions), it is 
ultimately her choice. Good 
luck, and hopefully we’ll hear 
that she’s well on her next 
bir thday.

dear housE Calls, My son 
recently fell on his arm after 
playing football and was 
told he has a gamekeeper’s 
thumb-type fracture. When 
is it safe for him to start 
exercising again? He has a 
splint now.

this is a good question 
about a fairly common 
injury. such fractures are 
sometimes called skier’s 
thumb, because when 
you’re holding ski poles 
and fall you can stretch 
the ligament in your thumb 

and cause this injury. the 
name of this fracture comes 
from scottish gamekeepers 
who would put animals on 
the ground to break their 
necks and kill them. the 
thumb would frequently get 
jammed or dislocated. now 
we see this in sports such 
as football, basketball and 
tennis where athletes fall 
on their thumbs and hands. 
the key with gamekeeper’s 
thumb is early diagnosis 
and immobilization (with 
splinting). Be careful not to 
remove the splint or allow 
your son to return to play 
until healing is assured, so 
as to prevent instability 
and arthritis. that does 
not mean he can’t exercise 
(walking, jogging, etc.), but 
we wouldn’t want him on 
the playing field until he is 
healed. these are usually 
splinted for three to six 
weeks and activity restricted 
for two to three months. 

HouSe Calls is a weekly 
column by Dr. Adam Gold-
stein, Dr. Cristy Page and Dr. 
Adam Zolotor on behalf of 
your health and the uNC 
Department of Family Medi-
cine.

Practicing family physicians from the unC 
department of Family Medicine have teamed up 
with The Carrboro Citizen to bring you a weekly 
feature responding to your questions about 
health and medicine. send your questions or 
comments to yourhealth@unc.edu

House	Calls

eDwin
FroM PaGE 1

Born and raised in Philadel-
phia, Edwin was the only girl 
among four brothers. At 16, she 
was forced to get a job to help 
her struggling single mother. Her 
work helped her family weather 
the Great Depression. 

Later, she lived nearly 30 years 
in Florida with her husband, Russ 
Edwin. They had no kids.

“They were party people,” said 
Edwin’s niece, Patricia Watts. 
“They loved to have fun.” 

Russ passed away in 1985, but 

Anne has managed to get along 
on her own. Watts says that when 
she takes Edwin to the local Har-
ris Teeter, her aunt knows exactly 
what she wants. 

“She pushes her own cart, 
picks out her own fruits and 
vegetables, and talks to the meat 
man. She pretty much takes care 
of herself.”

Edwin has seen some tough 
times in her 100 years, but she says 
she wouldn’t have it any other way. 

“Some days I don’t feel very 
well, but who else cares,” she asks. 
“Other people are not interested 
in your troubles, so I always just 
say I am fine and keep a smile on 

my face.”
Edwin claims she never imag-

ined she would live to be 100, and 
still can’t believe it. She attributes 
her longevity to the positive at-
titude she carries with her in life 
and the respectful attitude she has 
toward others. 

“You should always try to un-
derstand other people, instead of 
criticizing them,” she says. “Just 
be honest and truthful.”

Edwin moved to Chapel Hill 
in the winter of 2002, and since 
then has become a beloved mem-
ber of the community. Known 
throughout the Adelaide complex 
for her glowing smile and calm-

ing voice, she’s a role model for 
those around her. 

“She is an inspiration to all of 
us,” says Matthias. “Anne is be-
loved by everyone here.”

Matthias was one of many 
celebrating Edwin’s birthday 
milestone on Friday, and he ser-
enaded the birthday girl with the 
old-time favorite “Day is Done.” 

The song capped a special 
afternoon for the residents of 
Adelaide Apartments. Because, 
despite what the title of the tune 
may have you believe, the spry 
and ever-smiling Anne Edwin is 
still loving life, and her day is far 
from done. 

pet	oF	tHe	week
*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	
*	*	*	*	—Marley is a 5-year-old 
black-and-white domestic shorthair 
mix. “Meow!” that’s what Marley 
loves to tell you all day long. he 
doesn’t want you to forget that he 
is around and that he might be in 
need of some loving and affection. 
Marley was in a home with children, 
and he is great with them. he was 
returned to us because he needs to 
be on urinary tract food and he can’t 
drink well water. But we all have our 
own special needs, and Marley’s isn’t 
severe at all. Contact Paws4Ever, 
6311 nicks road, Mebane or call 
304-2300. you can also go online at 
paws4ever.org

orAnGe	county	AniMAL	serVices	—Meet 
Georgie! this american staffordshire mix is around 5 months old 
and super cute! Georgie 
is friendly and laid back 
enough that he would make 
a wonderful second dog, 
but also adores people and 
would be fine by himself as 
well. Visit him at orange 
County’s animal services 
Center, 1601 Eubanks road, 
Chapel hill or call 942-
PEts (7387). you can also 
see him and other adoptable 
animals online at co.orange.
nc.us/animalservices/adoption.
asp

anne Edwin goes to hug don Matthias after he serenaded her with 
the song “When day is done” at her 100th bir thday par ty on Friday 
afternoon.                                                           aLLison russELL
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School Briefs
Culbreth featured in magazine

Culbreth Middle School Principal Susan Wells, Assistant 
Principal Lynne Goodhand and UNC graduate student Helen 
Crompton published an article about the middle school’s iPod 
Touch project in the February 2011 issue of Learning and Leading 
with Technology.

The article, titled “The Whole World in Their Hands,” de-
scribes the one-to-one iPod Touch program that gives every stu-
dent at Culbreth access to the Internet.

The article is available online at www.learningandleading-dig-
ital.com/learning_leading/201102?pg=18#pg18

CHCCS featured
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools and Superintendent Neil 

Pedersen are featured in an article in the winter edition of Educa-
tion Executive Magazine.

The article, “Programs of Progress,” describes the school sys-
tem’s efforts towards creating a better learning environment for 
its students. Efforts include the Blue Ribbon Mentor-Advocate 
Program, the dual-language program and the nutrition policy.

The article is available online at nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/red-
coat/eduexec_2011winter/index.php?startid=92#/94

Smith Middle School to hold 
Performance Night 

The 10th annual Global Connections Performance Night cel-
ebration will be today (Thursday) from 6 to 8 p.m. in Chapel Hill 
High School’s Hanes Auditorium. Tickets are $3 at the door.

Students will share their talents that highlight cultures from 
around the world. Performances include original music, choral 
performances, poetry recitations, dancing and dramatizations.

FPG holds read-a-thon 
Frank Porter Graham Elementary School students pledged 

to read 650,000 minutes in the two-week period from Jan. 21 
through Friday. 

As part of the school’s 13th annual Read-a-thon, Chapel Hill 
Mayor Mark Kleinschmidt, Carrboro Mayor Mark Chilton, for-
mer UNC basketball player Eric Montross and others visited the 
school as celebrity guest readers this week. 

CHCCS students named to band
Twenty-five Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools students have 

been named to the Central North Carolina Middle School All-
District Band.

Students from Culbreth Middle School are Sam Blobe, tuba; 
Ray Damron, trumpet; Katie Rose-Hand, trombone; Anna 
Smith, clarinet; Neel Herfarth, clarinet; Avery Logan, percussion; 
and Mia Morrell, alto sax.

Students from McDougle Middle School are Evan Whisnant, 
trumpet; Clare Heine, clarinet; and William Hamilton, clarinet.

Students from Phillips Middle School are Yusheng Zhang, 
flute; Arnav Subramanya, flute; Jiyu Cheong, clarinet; David 
Takamiya, clarinet; Tianyi Wang, clarinet; Leah Simon, clarinet; 
Victor Ding, bass clarinet; Grace Gelpi, alto sax; Rachel Cohn, 
tenor sax; Peter Bevington, trumpet; Blaise Whitesell, horn; 
Amos Pomp, trombone; Brian Daaleman, trombone; Jordan 
Cho, tuba; and Yize Dong, timpani.

The All-District Band will perform at Eastern Guilford High 
School on Friday and Saturday.

BRMA coordinator joins National 
Mentoring Summit

Graig Meyer, Blue Ribbon Mentor-Advocate coordinator, 
joined First Lady Michelle Obama as a participant at the first 
National Mentoring Summit in Washington, D.C., on Jan. 25.

Meyer spoke with Secretary of Education Arne Duncan about 
BRMA’s success. The program was cited as an exemplary pro-
gram that uses research-based best practices for high-quality 
mentoring.

To read Meyer’s account of his experiences, visit facebook.
com/blueribbonmentors. To learn more about how to become a 
mentor in our community, visit www2.chccs.k12.nc.us/educa-
tion/dept/dept.php?sectionid=5127. To see the first lady’s com-
ments on BRMA, visit youtube.com/watch?v=6aAxBHCHKqM

African-American Discovery Night 
McDougle Middle School will host an African-American Dis-

covery Night on Feb. 10 from 5:30 to 7:30.
The event will be held in the school’s cafeteria and will fea-

ture food, projects and performances that center around African-
American contributions.

Heels win as they grow
By EDDy LANDREtH
Staff Writer

No team sits idle. 
They are either moving for-

ward in their progress or slip-
ping. The ideal scenario is to 
learn while winning, rather than 
struggling to find confidence 
and learn while losing.

Entering Tuesday’s game 
at Boston College (which was 
played after the deadline for 
this column), Carolina was 15-5 
overall and 5-1 in the ACC 
standings and in that enviable 
position of finding ways to win 
while growing.

“That is a credit to how much 
potential we have as a team,” 
sophomore forward John Henson 
said. “The way we’re winning, 
I’m just waiting for that breakout 
game where we play really well. 
We’re still trying to get that per-
fect game, that great game.”

Henson is one of the main 
reasons the Tar Heels continue 
to win. Ever since he moved clos-
er to the basket near the end of 

last season, his prog-
ress has been steady 
and upward. On Jan. 
29 against N.C. State, 
Henson blocked (at 
least) seven shots, 
scored 16 points and 
grabbed 16 rebounds. 
The young man gets 
better every day at 
using his amazing 
wingspan to his ad-
vantage and that of his team.

UNC’s Tyler Zeller is a big 
man himself, checking in at 7 
feet, but his wingspan is not quite 
that of Henson’s. Zeller enjoys 
and admires the impact big John 
is having around the bucket.

“John altered every shot, al-
tered anything within two or 
three feet of the basket,” Zeller 
said of Henson against the Wolf-
pack. “We just stayed in front of 
them and let John go block it. 
He did a superb job also of get-
ting the rebounds.”

The player who is starting 
to emerge in dramatic fashion, 
however, is Harrison Barnes. The 

freshman is getting 
comfortable and 
providing glimpses 
of the talent Coach 
Roy Williams saw 
when he made 11 
trips to Ames, Iowa, 
to recruit Barnes.

Barnes hit the 
g a m e - w i n n i n g 
three-point shot 
against Miami and 

then had the biggest day of his 
young career so far by scoring 25 
points on 10-of-16 shooting and 
3-of-7 on three-point attempts 
against N.C. State. He also had 
six rebounds, an assist and a steal

Henson seemed to enjoy what 
Barnes did as much as what he, 
himself, accomplished.

“I love it,” Henson said. “He 
told me he was going to be more 
aggressive. He went out there 
and did his thing. It was some-
thing that we have been wait-
ing for and it finally happened 
today. I just hope it continues 
for the rest of the ACC [sched-
ule]. With him shooting like 

that and playing like that, we’re 
a much better team.”

Barnes has handled a dif-
ficult situation as well as any 
coach could hope. No Carolina 
player ever came to Chapel Hill 
preceded by more expectations. 
He was named an All-Ameri-
can before he attended a UNC 
practice, much less played in a 
game. Then when he struggled 
to perform with consistency the 
first three months of the season, 
television commentators, other 
members of the media and fans 
around the country speculated 
on whether he is as talented as 
projected.

The good news for Carolina 
fans is that Barnes and Henson 
are not the only talented players 
on this team, and that is why, 
barring catastrophic injury, 
Carolina is going to continue 
to improve until it runs out of 
games to play this season.

“Early in the season, I 
thought the team was going to 
get better and better, and I still 
think that,” Williams said.

  OBituARiES
Sue Ellington

Sue Fowler Ellington, 75, of 
Carrboro, N.C., died Saturday, 
Jan. 15, 2011, at her home, sur-
rounded by her loving family. 
Sue was the daughter of the late 
James and Clara Hobby Fowler 
of Chapel Hill, N.C. 

Sue is survived by her hus-
band, Boyd McKinley Elling-
ton; son, Rory Boyd Elling-
ton, and wife, Gwyn, of Beech 
Mountain, N.C.; daughter, 
Hope Ellington Bristol, and 
husband, Rees, of Greensboro, 
N.C; two wonderful grandchil-
dren, Olivia Ellington of Boone, 
N.C., and McKinley Bristol of 
Greensboro; two sisters, Kay 
Nielsen and her husband, Fred, 
of Marietta, Ga., and Betsy 
McMillan of Burlington, N.C.; 
sister-in-law, Priscilla McFar-
land, and her husband, Harold, 
of Carrboro; brother-in-law, 
Richard Ellington, with wife, 
Alice, of Carrboro; and many 
nieces and nephews.

Sue was a homemaker for 
many years and worked for 
the Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 
Schools and UNC School of 
Public Health, where she re-
tired in 1997. She was active in 
Carrboro Baptist Church, sing-

ing in the choir and teaching 
Sunday School, Women’s Mis-
sionary Union and serving on 
many committees at Farrington 
Road Baptist Church. She was 
also involved in the Carrboro 
Garden Club and the Chapel 
Hill American Legion Auxil-
iary Post #6. 

The family would like to 
thank Duke Home Care, Hos-
pice and Nurse Care of North 
Carolina. Flowers are accept-
able or donations can be made 
to one or more of the following: 
Baptist Children’s Home of 
North Carolina, PO Box 338, 
Thomasville, NC 27361-9989; 
Duke Hospice, 4321 Medical 
Park Drive, Suite 101, Durham, 
NC 27704; or Farrington Road 
Baptist Church, 5936 Far-
rington Road, Chapel Hill, NC 
27517-8607. Online condolenc-
es can be made at walkersfuner-
alservice.com in the obituaries 
section

 Walker’s Funeral Home, 
120 W. Franklin St. Chapel 
Hill (919) 942-3861, is assisting 
the Ellington family.

Charles Sheaffer
Charles Isaac Sheaffer, 84, 

died at his home in Carolina 

Meadows, in Chapel Hill, N.C., 
on Jan. 19, 2011. 

He was preceded in death by 
his wife of 51 years, Mary Ann 
Brewster Sheaffer, in 2006. 

Charlie was born in 1926 
in Acton, Ind., to the late Earl 
and Mary Sheaffer. He was 
preceded in death by his broth-
er, Robert Sheaffer, and sister, 
Dorothy Fox. 

Charlie was a beloved pe-
diatrician in Chapel Hill for 
more than 30 years, and he 
was a pioneer and driving force 
in addressing child abuse in 
the state. He worked tirelessly 
evaluating and treating vic-
tims. After retiring as a prac-
ticing physician, he established 
a nonprofit organization to 
conduct pediatric medication-
effectiveness studies.

Charlie had become known 
fondly as the Bird Man since 
moving to Carolina Meadows 
in 2009. He carved and painted 
countless birds, and his creations 
now adorn the entire facility. 

For years, Charlie was an 
avid gardener, and his abundant 
flowers and vegetables were a joy 
to many. He shared his knowl-
edge and skill with family and 
friends, and his gardening prow-

ess remains evident across the 
state. He also loved hunting 
and fishing and enjoyed spend-
ing time at the Roanoke and Tar 
River Hunt Club. 

Charlie received his medical 
degree and a master’s degree in 
botany from the University of 
Virginia and a bachelor’s degree 
from Butler University in Indi-
ana. He served on the admis-
sions board at UNC-Chapel 
Hill Medical School and on the 
faculty for many years.

Prior to his graduate studies, 
he served in the Navy during 
World War II. 

Surviving are his four chil-
dren, Beverly Sheaffer of Green-
ville, N.C., Debbie Sheaffer and 
husband, Ron Earp, of West 
Linn, Ore., Chris Sheaffer and 
wife, Cindy, of Winston-Salem, 
N.C., and Mike Sheaffer of 
Asheboro; five grandchildren, 
Kelsey Sheaffer, Nate Earp, Lo-
gan Yarnell, Mary Earp and 
Dylan Sheaffer; and a host of 
nieces and nephews. 

Memorials may be made to 
the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation International, 120 
Wall St., 19th Floor, New York, 
N.Y. 10005, jdrf.org or to a char-
ity of the donor’s choice.

got news?
do you know something 

we don’t? please send it to us at: 
news@carrborocitizen.com

your community newspaper 
since 2007

CONCERTS:
BIRDS AND ARROWS “STORIES AND SONGS”  

A FULL ALBUM PREVIEW • FRI 2/11
SOUTHERN SACRED STEEL CONFERENCE 

feat. Allen Boys, Lee Boys, Aubrey Ghent • THU - SUN 3/17 thru 20

8th ANNUAL AMERICAN ROOTS SERIES: 
JAMES HUNTER • WED 3/2

CELTIC MUSIC SERIES: 
TANNAHILL WEAVERS • FRI 2/18 @ CHATHAM MILLS

THEATER:
10X10 CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS • Now thru 2/11

HIDDEN VOICES-TO BURY THE SUN: THE CHALLENGE OF 
PAULI MURRAY • FRI-SAT 2/4 and 5

TRANSACTORS-THE LOVE SHOW • SAT 2/12
ONESONG PRODUCTIONS: The February 48 • SUN 2/13

NC COMEDY ARTS FESTIVAL • THU-SUN 2/17 thru 19

CHILDREN & FAMILY SUPER FUN SHOWS:
THE OWL & THE TURTLE • SAT 2/12 11am

ARTS CAMP REGISTRATION OPENS TO PUBLIC FEB. 14!

 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Another beautiful day in Carrboro!

Dr. Chas Gaertner, DC • ncchiropractic.net • 929-3552

Dan Ryon
Financial Advisor
205 West Main Street, Suite 101
Carrboro, NC  27510
Bus. 919-933-3191

Investments
Retirement Planning Services
Education Savings
Financial Assessments
Free Portfolio Reviews

v
v
v
v
v

Member SIPC

Now serving flame 
grilled Sahlens 
brand hot dogs 
and sausages

at Johnny’s
901 Main Street 

Carrboro 
Thurs – Sat 11am -9pm

joeydsnydogs.com
919-697-2012 

Johnny’s  
of Carrboro

and  

Joey D’s  
NY Dogs

$5 Special
Regular hot dog, chips 
& drink (soda or PBR)

Saturday 4-9 pm
Just mention this ad.

johnnyscarrboro.com
932-5070

Mon-Sat 7am-9pm
Sun 7-5 or later

COMMUNITY RADIO
When you aren’t reading your 
Citizen, how do you know what’s 
going on in town?
Listen to community radio! 
WCOM 103.5 FM, your 
community radio station! 

Listen online at wcomfm.org
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take	the	time	to	get	it	right
There	 is	 an	 effort,	now	accelerating,	 to	 revamp	

local	economic-development	strategy	and	structure	
–	a	process	most	would	agree	is	long	overdue.	

The	pieces	of	a	winning	economic-development	
strategy	for	Orange	County	have	been	around	for	
years.	They	include	our	quality	of	life,	an	educated	
workforce,	proximity	to	research	campuses,	access	
to	transportation	and	a	central	location	in	a	grow-
ing	area.

The	sticking	point	over	the	past	few	years	has	
not	been	in	these	raw	materials,	but	in	the	way	to	
use	them;	there’s	been	a	 lack	of	consensus	about	
how	to	market	our	attributes,	and	what	kinds	of	
businesses	we	want	to	attract.

	 Fortunately,	 various	 local	 governments	 and	
citizen	 advisory	 boards	 have	 begun	 putting	 the	
results	of	study	and	contemplation	on	the	subject	
of	economic	development	into	practice.	Hillsbor-
ough	has	had	a	good	deal	of	success	in	leveraging	
public	 investment.	Chapel	Hill	has	taken	a	hard	
look	at	the	commercial	and	retail	market	in	build-
ing	 its	 economic-development	 office.	 And	 Car-
rboro	 has	 delved	 extensively	 into	 what	 makes	 a	
thriving	local	economy.

	Each	of	the	towns	brings	a	unique	perspective	to	
the	table.	In	crafting	a	new	economic	strategy	with	
the	county,	the	university	and	the	business	commu-
nity,	representatives	of	the	towns	have	an	obligation	
to	pass	on	their	communities’	perspectives	on	what	
a	successful	economy	should	look	like.

Likewise,	any	new	entity	 that	 is	created	should	
work	in	harmony	with	the	strategies	developed	by	
the	citizens’	representatives.

As	organizers	of	the	effort	have	readily	admitted,	
there	 will	 be	 points	 of	 philosophical	 difference.	
One	 likely	 area	 is	 in	 the	 manner	 that	 resources	
should	 be	 split	 between	 recruitment	 of	 outside	
companies	and	growing	the	businesses	that	are	al-
ready	here.	The	offering	of	incentives,	not	a	com-
mon	 practice	 in	 this	 county,	 is	 another	 issue	 in	
which	the	public	investors	in	this	new	enterprise	
will	 have	 to	 reach	 agreement	 among	 themselves	
and	with	the	business	community,	which	has	en-
couraged	the	idea.

Given	the	multiple	public	agencies,	governments,	
organizations	and	businesses	 that	will	be	 involved	
in	 the	project,	we	urge	 that	 representatives	 of	 the	
public	and	private	sectors	take	the	time	to	craft	an	
economic-development	effort	that	takes	advantage	
of	what	we	offer,	respects	our	values	and	compro-
mises	neither.	

nonprofit	struggles	imperil	north	Carolina

the	fight	for	the	survival	of	public	schools

david	Heinen

It’s	 not	 surprising	 that	 nonprofits	 have	 struggled	
during	 the	Great	Recession,	 as	 charitable	 giving	 and	
government	 investment	 in	public	 structures	have	de-
clined	 and	 the	 demand	 for	 nonprofits’	 essential	 ser-
vices	has	risen	dramatically.	It’s	also	unsurprising	that	
these	struggles	are	deeply	affecting	the	most	vulnerable	
North	Carolinians.	As	 support	 for	nonprofits	wanes,	
children,	seniors,	low-income	families,	people	with	dis-
abilities,	victims	of	domestic	violence	and	others	who	
rely	on	their	services	can’t	get	the	level	of	care	they	need.	

What	 may	 be	 less	 obvious	 is	 that	 nonprofits’	
struggles	affect	the	quality	of	life	of	all	North	Caro-
linians,	not	just	those	who	rely	on	the	social	safety	
net.	 The	 nonprofit	 sector	 provides	 about	 400,000	
jobs	 in	 North	 Carolina,	 about	 10	 percent	 of	 the	
state’s	 workforce.	 This	 year,	 however,	 40	 percent	
of	North	Carolina	nonprofits	have	cut	staff.	When	
nonprofits	 are	 forced	 to	 downsize,	 the	 state’s	 eco-
nomic	recovery	stalls	due	to	job	loss,	less	spending	
in	local	businesses	and	the	resulting	declines	in	in-
come-tax	and	sales-tax	revenue.

Policymakers	 can	 help	 mitigate	 two	 of	 the	 major	
challenges	 facing	 nonprofits:	 disproportionately	 steep	
cuts	 in	 state	 funding	 and	 contracting	 practices	 that	
undercut	the	ability	of	nonprofits	to	effectively	deliver	
services.	The	first	step,	however,	is	recognizing	and	ac-
knowledging	these	dual	problems.

Overall,	 North	 Carolina	 nonprofits	 experienced	 a	
26	percent	decline	 in	state	support	 last	year.	Accord-
ing	to	a	recent	report	from	the	Urban	Institute,	North	
Carolina’s	decreased	investment	in	nonprofits	was	the	
fourth-worst	of	any	state	in	2009.	

The	Urban	Institute	report	and	a	new	survey	by	the	
N.C.	Center	for	Nonprofits	highlight	many	of	the	sys-
temic	government	contracting	problems	that	nonprof-
its	are	experiencing.	These	include:

•	“Complexification”	–	Three-fourths	of	state-fund-
ed	nonprofits	report	that	the	grant	application	and	re-
porting	process	is	too	complicated.	This	forces	organi-
zations	to	use	their	limited	staff	resources	for	filling	out	
paperwork	rather	than	for	providing	services.

•	 Hidden	 underfunding	 –	 More	 often	 than	 not,	
the	state	doesn’t	pay	the	 full	cost	of	 the	services	 that	
nonprofits	provide.	This	leaves	nonprofits	without	the	
resources	to	pay	for	basic	organizational	costs,	such	as	
rent,	office	equipment	and	staff	health	coverage.

•	Government	inconsistency	–	Nonprofits	say	that	
some	state	agencies	view	contracts	as	“evolving	docu-
ments.”	 Sudden	 midstream	 changes	 to	 the	 scope	 of	
work	and	expected	outcomes	can	add	significantly	to	
nonprofits’	expenses	and	reduce	the	quality	of	services	
North	Carolinians	receive.

•	Late	payments	–	This	 year,	 60	percent	of	 state-

funded	nonprofits	have	experienced	late	payments	on	
government	contracts.	This	essentially	forces	nonprofits	
to	involuntarily	bankroll	the	government	services	they	
provide	–	often	at	the	expense	of	nonprofit	employees.

As	 a	 result	 of	 these	 funding	 cuts	 and	 contracting	
problems,	nonprofits	have	been	 forced	 to	 streamline	
their	 already	 efficient	 operations	 –	 downsizing	 staff,	
cutting	 salaries	 and	benefits	 and	 taking	out	 lines	 of	
credit.	With	nothing	further	to	cut	internally,	a	third	
of	North	Carolina	nonprofits	have	had	to	reduce	their	
level	of	service	this	year.	With	a	state	budget	shortfall	
of	at	least	$3.5	billion	expected	next	year,	North	Caro-
linians	in	need	could	face	even	deeper	cuts.	Here	are	
three	ways	policymakers	can	help	ease	this	pain.

Acknowledge	 that	 nonprofits	 are	 a	 major	 part	 of	
the	 state’s	 economy.	 Job	growth	 is	 a	 top	priority	 for	
the	incoming	leadership	in	the	General	Assembly.	If	
they	are	serious	about	this	pledge,	legislators	will	need	
to	look	beyond	tax	cuts,	which	could	actually	lead	to	
overall	job	loss	if	they	mean	further	cuts	to	nonprofits’	
services.	And	as	lawmakers	consider	proposals	to	bol-
ster	small	businesses,	it’s	essential	also	to	promote	job	
growth	in	small	nonprofits.

Protect	 the	 state’s	 investment	 in	 the	vital	 services	
provided	by	nonprofits.	There’s	a	misconception	that	
nonprofits	 can	 turn	 to	private	philanthropy	 to	make	
up	 for	 cuts	 in	 state	 funding.	 In	 reality,	 individual,	
corporate	and	foundation	giving	have	all	declined	sig-
nificantly	each	of	the	past	two	years.	Nonetheless,	this	
mentality	 can	 make	 nonprofits’	 services	 easy	 targets	
for	state	budget	reductions.	Legislators	can	minimize	
these	painful	cuts	by	taking	a	balanced	approach	to	the	
budget	shortfall.	They	also	should	look	carefully	at	the	
return	on	investment	in	nonprofits’	programs	to	under-
stand	the	actual	cost	of	potential	cuts.

Develop	fairer	contracting	processes	for	nonprofits.	
Easing	the	“complexification”	of	government	contracts	
may	be	a	win-win	solution	that	saves	the	state	money	
while	providing	better-quality	services	to	North	Caro-
linians.	By	eliminating	unclear	or	redundant	reporting	
and	audit	requirements,	state	agencies	can	free	up	more	
resources	 for	direct	 service.	Easing	 contractual	 limits	
on	 indirect	costs	can	give	nonprofits	better	flexibility	
to	provide	services	more	effectively	and	efficiently.	And	
when	funding	is	unavailable	to	reimburse	nonprofits	on	
time,	state	agencies	can	provide	reasonable	estimates	of	
expected	payment	delays.

By	working	closely	with	nonprofits,	the	General	
Assembly	and	state	government	officials	can	develop	
collaborative	 solutions	 to	 these	 problems	 that	 will	
prevent	further	erosion	of	the	quality	of	life	for	all	
North	Carolinians.

David Heinen is the director of public policy and 
advocacy for the N.C. Center for Nonprofits. 

When	
people	
lose	their	
homes,	
we	all	lose

JeFF	SHaW

Home:	 It’s	 the	 place	 where,	 as	
Robert	Frost	wrote,	when	you	have	
to	go	there,	they	have	to	take	you	
in.

A	 record	 number	 of	 North	
Carolinians	lost	that	place	last	year.	
Foreclosures	 reached	 an	 all-time	
high,	and	a	new	analysis	has	found	
that	 approximately	 one	 in	 every	
63	 North	 Carolina	 housing	 units	
was	 in	 foreclosure	 during	 2010.	
This	crisis	strikes	at	the	core	of	the	
American	dream.

With	 temperatures	 dropping	
outside,	 consider	 the	 immediate	
consequences	on	 families	 expelled	
from	their	homes.	With	the	middle	
class	 shrinking,	 consider	 the	 im-
pact	on	our	nation	if	hardworking,	
everyday	 people	 can’t	 access	 this	
traditional	path	to	prosperity.

When	people	lose	their	homes,	
we	 all	 lose.	 Property	 values	 fall,	
harming	 neighborhoods.	 The	 lo-
cal	 tax	base	 is	 diminished,	 affect-
ing	schools	and	vital	public-safety	
services.	The	benefits	from	the	safe,	
stable	communities	created	by	ho-
meownership	affect	everyone.

One	 small	 ray	 of	 hope	 in	 the	
current	bleak	picture	is	that	North	
Carolina	 is	 better	 off	 than	 a	 lot	
of	 states.	 Proactive	 measures	 by	
state	leaders	to	prevent	foreclosure	
have	 helped	 the	 state	 stay	 ahead	
of	 places	 like	 Nevada,	 where	 one	
in	11	homes	is	in	foreclosure,	and	
the	 nation	 at	 large,	 where	 one	 in	
45	 homes	 received	 a	 foreclosure	
filing	last	year.	While	foreclosures	
nationwide	are	expected	to	peak	in	
2011,	many	observers	think	North	
Carolina	may	have	seen	the	worst	
of	the	crisis	already.

The	 lesson	 is	 to	 build	 on	 our	
hard-won	successes	here.	We	have	
to	preserve	 the	vital	public	 invest-
ments	that	create	prosperity.

First,	North	Carolina	must	do	
no	harm	 to	our	 key	public	 struc-
tures.	 Foreclosure-prevention	
programs	help	keep	our	neighbor-
hoods	secure	and	stable.	Preserving	
the	 successful	 Home	 Protection	
Fund	will	ensure	that	more	of	our	
people	have	affordable	places	to	call	
home.

There	are	rumblings	that	some	
lawmakers	want	to	undermine	one	
of	North	Carolina’s	 signature	 leg-
islative	achievements	from	the	last	
legislative	session,	the	Homeowner	
and	Homebuyer	Protection	Act.

This	 law	 protects	 consumers	
against	 foreclosure-rescue	 scams,	
where	 shady	operators	 try	 to	 take	
advantage	 of	 homeowners	 in	 cri-
sis.	Now	is	exactly	the	time	when	
common-sense	 legislation	 needs	
to	 be	 in	 place,	 protecting	 North	
Carolinians.	The	Homeowner	and	
Homebuyer	 Protection	 Act	 stops	
shady	 dealers	 from	 destroying	
neighborhoods	and	deserves	strong	
support.

We	must	also	recognize	that	pre-
serving	what	we	have	 is	necessary	
but	not	 sufficient.	When	working	
families	are	losing	their	homes	and	
the	middle	class	is	shrinking,	more	
needs	to	be	done.

At	 this	 point,	 the	 foreclosure	
problem	 is	 also	 a	 jobs	 problem.	
High	unemployment	is	undeniably	
a	main	reason	that	families	fall	be-
hind	on	mortgage	payments.

North	 Carolina’s	 leaders	 have	
to	protect	our	state’s	jobs.	Yes,	the	
state’s	 budget	 gap	 is	 daunting.	
But	when	we’re	trying	to	preserve	
North	Carolina’s	recovery,	we	have	
to	 start	 by	 preserving	 jobs.	 Em-
ployed	 workers	 are	 workers	 that	
can	make	mortgage	payments.

All	options	have	to	be	on	the	ta-
ble.	We	need	creative	 job-creation	
strategies,	 such	 as	 state	 assistance	
for	 small	 businesses	 that	 create	
new	jobs.	Perhaps	it’s	also	time	to	
consider	 a	 temporary	 foreclosure	
moratorium.

North	Carolina	has	shown	lead-
ership	on	foreclosure	prevention.	If	
we	 want	 economic	 prosperity,	 we	
have	to	make	sure	that	stays	true.

Communities	 from	 Murphy	
to	Manteo	prosper	when	we	keep	
people	 in	 their	 homes.	 With	 the	
right	choices,	we	can	make	sure	all	
North	Carolinians	have	a	place	to	
come	home	to.

Jeff Shaw is the director of com-
munications at the N.C. Justice 
Center.

letterS	poliCy
Letters	should	be	no	more	than	425	words	in	

length	and	must	be	accompanied	by	the	author’s	
name,	address	and	contact	information.	
We	will	publish	one	letter	per	author	per	month.	
Lengthy	letters	written	in	longhand	will	mysteriously	
become	lost.	Emailed	letters	are	preferred.	That	said,	
send	your	letters	to:
letters	to	the	editor	
Box 248 
Carrboro, NC 27510

editor@carrborocitizen.com

Fax:	919-942-2195

CHriS	FitzSiMon

Most	 of	 the	 education	 talk	 in	 this	 young	General	
Assembly	 session	 has	 understandably	 focused	 on	 two	
areas:	 the	potentially	devastating	budget	 cuts	 to	pub-
lic	schools	and	the	likelihood	that	the	new	Republican	
majorities	will	raise	the	cap	on	the	number	of	charter	
schools	allowed	in	the	state	or	remove	it	completely.

Crippling	 budget	 cuts	 and	 thousands	 of	 layoffs	 of	
teachers	and	teacher	assistants	are	inevitable	if	Repub-
lican	leaders	continue	to	refuse	to	consider	raising	new	
revenue	to	prevent	the	worst	cuts	or	at	least	allow	the	
temporary	taxes	passed	in	2009	to	continue.

Some	change	in	the	charter	school	cap	is	all	but	
certain	 to	 pass,	 whether	 it’s	 good	 policy	 or	 not.	
Groups	like	the	N.C.	Association	of	Educators	and	
the	 N.C.	 School	 Boards	 Association	 that	 have	 tra-
ditionally	opposed	 raising	 the	 cap	have	 announced	
publicly	 they	 are	 backing	 off	 that	 opposition	 now,	
citing	the	new	political	realities	in	Raleigh.

But	there’s	another	battle	over	education	coming	this	
session	that	could	have	more	important	long-term	con-
sequences	for	public	schools	than	raising	the	charter	cap	
or	even	than	deeply	slashing	the	education	budget.

The	battle	is	for	the	survival	of	public	schools	as	we	
know	 them.	 The	 anti-public	 school	 zealots	 who	 have	
long	wanted	to	privatize	public	education	with	voucher	
schemes	and	tax	credits	are	emboldened	by	the	election	
of	more	pro-voucher	lawmakers	and	are	planning	their	
dismantling	of	public	education	this	year.

House	Majority	Leader	Paul	Stam	told	an	education-
privatization	audience	last	week	that	he	wants	to	do	far	
more	this	session	than	lift	the	cap	on	charters.	Stam	says	
his	dream	is	that	all	schools	are	charters,	which	would	
be	bad	enough,	and	he	doesn’t	want	to	stop	there.

Stam	told	the	crowd	that	he	will	be	 introducing	a	
bill	in	a	couple	of	weeks	that	would	provide	a	$2,500	
tax	credit	for	families	that	homeschool	their	children	or	
send	them	to	private	schools.	That’s	far	below	the	aver-
age	tuition	for	private	schools	in	North	Carolina,	mak-
ing	Stam’s	plan	really	a	way	to	give	money	to	families	
who	can	already	afford	to	send	their	children	to	non-
public	schools.	He	also	says	it	will	save	the	state	$28	mil-
lion,	but	the	plan	is	not	about	the	money.

It	is	about	ending	the	traditional	system	of	public	edu-
cation	and	turning	it	over	to	the	vagaries	of	the	market,	
for	profit	and	nonprofit.	Stam’s	 tax	credit	and	voucher	

scheme	would	drain	resources	 from	the	already	under-
funded	public	schools	and	shift	them	to	private	academies	
serving	the	upper-class	families	who	can	afford	them.

He	all	but	admitted	that	last	week,	using	the	example	
of	legal	services,	saying	that	“there	are	government-run	
law	firms,	legal	aid,	but	that	does	not	mean	that	every-
one	will	do	best	by	going	to	legal	aid.”	

Legal-aid	 lawyers	 do	 amazing	 work,	 but	 they	 are	
paid	far	less	and	have	far	fewer	resources	at	their	disposal	
than	attorneys	in	large,	wealthy	law	firms.	That’s	Stam’s	
vision	of	the	way	education	should	work.

There	 will	 be	 one	 kind	 of	 education	 for	 families	
who	don’t	have	much	money:	the	public	schools	with	
far	fewer	resources	than	they	need	and	a	mandate	to	
educate	every	child	regardless	of	their	academic	level	
or	disability.	There	will	be	another	kind	of	 selective	
school	for	wealthy	kids:	well-funded	schools	with	tu-
ition	well	out	of	reach	of	most	families,	schools	that	
can	pick	and	choose	who	they	educate,	leaving	the	at-
risk	kids	for	somebody	else	to	worry	about.	

Public	schools	are	supported	by	all	of	us	because	all	
of	our	kids	attend	them	and	we	have	a	stake	in	how	
well	they	all	do.	Education	is	not	a	product	to	sell	like	
shoes	or	potato	chips.	The	market,	by	definition,	has	
winners	and	losers.	We	can’t	afford	to	have	kids	lose.

The	good	news	 is	 that	people	 in	North	Carolina	
don’t	want	public	schools	destroyed.	A	survey	last	fall	
by	the	Elon	University	Poll	found	that	a	clear	majority	
in	the	state	is	opposed	to	a	voucher	scheme	to	privatize	
education.

Stam	 knows	 this	 and	 told	 the	 audience	 that	 his	
plan	is	a	tax	credit,	not	a	voucher,	because	vouchers	
don’t	do	as	well	in	the	polls.	Neither	vouchers	nor	tax	
credits	do	well	 in	educating	all	North	Carolina	stu-
dents.	

Advocates	 for	high-quality	public	 schools	ought	 to	
get	involved	in	the	charter	school	debate	and	work	hard	
to	convince	lawmakers	to	raise	new	revenue	to	protect	
education	from	devastating	budget	cuts.

But	they	also	must	stand	up	to	the	gravest	threat	of	
all	–	the	destruction	of	public	education	that	would	fur-
ther	divide	our	society	and	make	it	far	more	difficult	for	
thousands	of	kids	 to	 succeed.	Let’s	fix	public	 schools,	
not	destroy	them.

Chris Fitzsimon is executive director of N.C. 
Policy Watch.
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REAL ESTATE & CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED RATES $5.00/issue for up to 15 words. Words over 15: $0.35/word/issue. 

Place your classified ad online until MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

got 
news?
do you know 
something 
we don’t?
send it to us at: 
news@carrborocitizen.com

Your community newspaper

Shop
local!

CLASSIFIED RATES
$5.00/issue for up to 15 words. 

Words over 15: $0.35/word/issue.  

place your classified ad online 

until MiDniGht tuesday before publication! 

carrborocitizen.com/classifieds

                         Open 7 days        3 locations:    Carrboro    Southern Village    Hillsborough                
           weaverstreetmarket.coop       facebook.com/weaverstreet       twitter.com/weaverstreet
             

   Eat good food.
Take care of the earth.  Keep it local.

Fresh, Organic Fruits and Vegetables
Local, Grass-Fed Beef
Freshly Baked Artisanal Breads and Pastries
Homemade Dips, Spreads & Sandwiches

We cherish our rich community and everyone who makes it 
so special. In 2010 we contributed financially to the following 
groups. We applaud them and are proud to help their cause.

The Abundance Foundation  Dogwood Alliance

Triangle Land Conservancy  Haw River Assembly

IFC Food Shuttle  Orange County Literacy Council

South Orange Rescue Squad  Coalition to Unchain Dogs

UNC Hopsice  Orange County Rape Crisis Center

CORA Food Bank  Carrboro Music Festival

WeaverStreetRealty.com  (919) 929  5658

What’s at Market?
New Item this Week: GOLDEN TUR-

NIPS, parsley, radishes, chard, paperwhites, carrots, 
beet greens, savoy cabbage, herbs, kale mix, broccoli rabe, 
cauliflower, broccoli, beets, swiss chard, kale, spinach, acorn 
squash, cheese squash, bok choy, hot and sweet peppers, 
potatoes, beans, onions, garlic, sweet potatoes, potted 
herbs, eggs, sun-dried tomatoes, cornmeal, lettuce, aru-
gula, wheat flour, salad mixes (spicy and non), fresh herbs, 
pecans, goat, beef, pork, lamb, chicken, buffalo, and various 
specialty meats like liverwurst, bologna, hotdogs, etc, cow’s 
and goat’s milk cheeses, breads, doughnuts, tortes, pies, 
cakes, jams, relishes, local wine, and more...

Recipe of the Week

Roasted Baby Carrots, serves 6-8
from CFM volunteer, Kelly Clark

Ingredients
2 pounds whole baby carrots, as many colors as possible
1/4 cup olive oil
2 teaspoons coarse salt
1 teaspoon ground black pepper
2 to 4 tablespoons honey
3 teaspoons chopped fresh rosemary

Procedure
Preheat the oven to 425º. 
Cut all but about 1/4 inch of the greens off the carrots. 

Thoroughly scrub the carrots. (Peel only if absolutely neces-
sary.) arrange them in a single layer on a foil-lined baking 
sheet. drizzle with oil and roll to coat.

Place in the oven to roast until tender when pierced with 
a knife, about 15 minutes. 

remove from the oven and season generously with salt 
and pepper. 

drizzle with honey and sprinkle with rosemary. 
serve warm or at room temperature.

Sat: 7am-Noon • Wed: Now open 3:30-6:30pm 
Southern Village open 3:30-6:30pm

Refresher classes every week. 
Contact us for details.

(919) 260-3333
www.ncdwell.com
212 W. Main Street

Carrboro

Home Buying 

House for rent

4 BeDrooM House in 
CArrBoro

316 Davie Rd. 4 bedroom/2 bath 
house in great condition in central 
Carrboro location. All appliances 
included. Avail.now. Short term at 
$1400.-/month or longer at $1750.-. 
Lease and deposit. 919 605-4810

HoMes for sAle

CAMeron Avenue BungAlow 
is ready for restoration. Period de-
tails include plaster walls, elegant 
trim, wide center hall and staircase, 
and original cast iron sink in the 
kitchen. Deep front porch is great for 
watching the world go by. $325,000 
Weaver Street Realty 929-5658 

MiD-Century MoDern in the 
heart of the historic district. Lofts, 
skylights, retro kitchen, private brick 
patios, post & beam construction. 
Additional 2 BR apartment offers 
guest quarters, office space or rent-
al. Walk to Carolina Inn, Franklin St. 
or UNC Campus. 929-5658 

Multi-level CottAge in Ten-
nis Club Estates. Screened porch 
overlooks wet-weather stream & pic-
nic area. Lower level apt perfect for 
rental or teen suite. New hardwood 
floors on main level. Loft, skylights, 
eat-in kitchen. This is a sweet home. 
Weaver Street Realty $233,000 929-
5658 

upDAteD spring vAlley HoMe 
backs to Carrboro greenspace. Up-
dated kitchen and baths, gleaming 
hardwood floors, clean lines, great 
light. Slate patio, front porch wraps 
around to the deck. Move-in condi-
tion! $265,000 Weaver Street Realty 
929-5658 

weAtHerHill townHoMe 3 
levels, with wood floors on the main 
level & new carpet on the other two. 
Living room with corner fireplace. 
The larger-than-usual kitchen will 
make the family chef happy. Private 
deck & patio. Use the free bus for 
your morning commute. $154,986 
Weaver Street Realty 929-5658 

offiCe spACe for 
leAse/sAle

inDiviDuAl offiCes for 
rent 2 available in 605 W. Main 
St. building. Bright, spacious, onsite 
parking, & right downtown. $325 and 
$525 per month incl. electric. Call 
Tom at 451-0740. 

offiCe for rent 103 W Weaver 
240 sq ft $840 Professional coop. 
Cleaning, DSL, utilities, fax, copier, 
kitchen, great coop partners includ-
ed. email giles.blunden@gmail.com 
923-1640 

offiCe for rent 240 sq ft $800 
Professional coop. Cleaning, DSL, 
utilities, fax, copier, kitchen, great 
coop partners included. email giles.
blunden@gmail.com 

open offiCe Co-op 
spACe Downtown Carrboro. 
Peck and Artisans Building, 204 
W. Main St. Great light, hardwood 
floors. Easy walk from anywhere 
in old Carrboro. Artists, writers, 
designers and small businesses 
are your office mates. Utilities and 
internet included. $225 & up per 
month 919-368-6912 

retail or office space 204 
W. Main St., ground floor. 700 sq. 
ft. Utilities and internet included. 
$1200/ month. Peck & Artisans 
919-368-6912 

Help wAnteD
retAil sAles AssistAnt 
Horticultural opportunity at a na-
tionally known nursery! Knowledge 
of plants preferable, ability to work 
well with the public is essential. Ideal 
candidate will have strong communi-
cation skills and desire to learn. Cre-
ativity a plus. Full time through fall, 
weekends required. Also: Full and 
Part-time opportunities; wide range 
of outdoor nursery tasks including 
plant propagation and maintenance, 
processing orders for shipping, 
gardening. Nursery or horticultural 
experience preferred. Call 919-967-
0078, M-F, 9-5. 

HoMe iMproveMent

MAstiC: It’s goopy stuff but less 
than a half gallon can save you 20-
30% on your heating and cooling 
bills. For details call Tom at Home-
Smith: 933-9198 

serviCes

Divinerose facials Cori Roth, 
Licensed and certified Dr. Haus-
chka Esthetician offering wholistic/ 
organic restorative and healing fa-
cials. For more info visit divinerose.
com 

Murray Debris removal Mo-
bile dumpster rental. We haul con-
struction & yard debris and most 
household furniture. Call today for 
a quote. 942-9087 

Avon for sAle Pamper your-
self today and get 10% off your first 
order. Call Sandi 942-9087 

CoMputer serviCe Computer 
problems? Need help setting up 
a new gadget? Reliable computer 
repair, data recovery, technology 
consultation, and tutoring. www.gas-
toncs.com 886-4803 

tHerApy serviCes Annas Re-
sources in Chapel Hill offers confi-
dential therapy services for children, 
adults, families and couples. Our li-
censed therapists can help you find 
solutions to your problems. Medicaid 
and major insurance accepted (out 
of network). Sliding scale available. 
Therapy available in French and Pol-
ish, as well as English. Our office is 
conveniently located at the bus stop 
at the YMCA @ 976 Martin Luther 
King Blvd. Contact (919) 942-8422 
ext. 12 for an appointment. 942-6048 

psyCHotHerApy serviCes 
Kimberly Jeffs, LPC ACCEPTING 
NEW CLIENTS. Adult Individual 
and Couples Therapy specializing in 
grief, loss or struggles dealing with 
medical or terminal illness. Contact: 
919-323-2071 to schedule an ap-
pointment. 

CoMputer repAirs Laptop, 
desktop, Playstation3, Xbox360. In-
stallation, networks, printers, software 
& data recovery. $60 for basic trouble-
shooting - no hidden fees. 24-hour 
emergency service. 919-593-4942 

FREE wEb 
LISTING!

your classified ad will be published on our 
high-traffic website just as it appears 

in our printed version.
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big	sweetgums;	in	contrast	
to	the	sourwoods,	you’ll	find	
them	reaching	straight	up	
high	into	the	canopy	and	ex-
hibiting	a	lighter,	grayish	bark	
that’s	not	nearly	as	deeply	
grooved	as	the	sourwood’s.

the	barks	of	some	trees	
are	so	steadfastly	true	and	
distinctive	that	one	can	al-
most	always	recognize	those	
trees.	both	white	oak	and	
shagbark	hickory	are	readily	
identified	by	their	distinctive	
peeling	or	scaling	bark.	it’s	
easy	to	distinguish	between	
the	two.	

the	grayish	bark	of	the	
oak	peels	or	sloughs	away	

from	the	tree	horizontally.	
in	contrast,	the	bark	of	the	
shagbark	hickory	peels	off	in	
thin	vertical	strips,	with	the	
lower	and	upper	ends	pulled	
away	as	though	the	center	
were	glued	to	the	trunk.	
though	it	may	take	some	
thoughtful	observation	to	
discern	this,	the	difference	is	
really	evident	when	you	find	
the	two	in	proximity.	(Com-
pare	in	photo.)	

shagbark	hickory	is	not	
as	common	as	white	oak,	
but	can	be	spotted	beside	
oaks	along	some	trails	in	our	
area.	if	you’re	observant,	
you’ll	find	the	two	trees	side	
by	side	at	the	mason	farm	
biological	reserve	and	along	
trail	11	in	duke	forest’s	

durham	division.
the	beauty	and	interest-

ing	characteristics	of	some	
plants	are	more	noticeable	
now	than	at	any	other	time.	
one	can	look	across	forest	
contours	and	admire	giant	
tree	stems	that	are	obscured	
in	the	overwhelming	green-
ery	of	summer.	

the	snow-white	up-
per	trunks	and	limbs	of	
sycamores	along	streams	and	
rivers	are	one	of	winter’s	
most	beautiful	and	easily	
recognizable	features.	now	
is	the	perfect	time	to	enjoy	
outdoor	explorations	and	
meet	new	tree	friends.

Email Ken Moore 
at f lora@carrborocitizen.
com.

A thOusAnd wORds
by	JoCk	Lauterer
do	you	have	an	important	old	photo	that	you	value?	send	your	300	dpi	
scan	to	jock@email.unc.edu	and	include	the	story	behind	the	picture.	
because	every	picture	tells	a	story.	and	its	worth?	a	thousand	words.

e
very	child	who	ever	romped	on	the	old	stone	walls	on	campus	should	thank	this	man.	
When	i	photographed	80-year-old	James	blacknell	Jr.	in	1984,	he’d	been	laying	rock	at	
unC	for	66	years.	“yeah,	there	ain’t	too	many	(stones)	around	the	university	campus	
that	i	didn’t	have	something	to	do	with.”	as	he	was	laying	more	Chatham	gray	granite	
at	a	home	in	new	hope,	the	master	rock	mason	reflected	on	how	it	all	started:	“my	

daddy	was	in	charge	of	the	grounds	up	on	campus,	and	they	couldn’t	find	no	mason	anywhere.	i	
wasn’t	quite	15	at	the	time….	my	daddy	give	me	a	liddlebiddy	ol’	pointin’	trowel,	and	i	just	went	
to	doin’	it.”		to	borrow	a	phrase:	now	let	us	praise	famous	men.
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shagbark	hickory	bark	peels	away	as	vertical	
strips.																							photo	by	ken	moore

bark	of	white	oak	peels	away	from	the	side.

photo	by	ken	moore

Rock mason James Blacknell Jr., 1984

WATER WATCH OuR ReseRvOiRs ARe 65.80% FuLL

PReCiP this mOnth: .21”					PAst 12 mOnths: 37.75”

CustOmeR demAnd  mon:	7.163	million	gallons	/	monthly	avg:	6.82	million	gallons		

estimAted suPPLy:  344	days	worth

Studies have shown that weight-loss surgeries can lead to better health, which in turn leads to a higher quality of life and increased 

lifespan. Please call us to enroll in one of our easily accessible weekly information and learning sessions where members of UNC 

Health Care’s team—one of the nation’s leading bariatric groups—will provide details on the options for weight-loss surgery and the 

benefits of UNC’s highly personalized approach. Our weight loss clinics are now conveniently located at UNC Hospitals in Chapel 

Hill and near SouthPoint Mall in Durham.

WEIGHT-LOSS SUrGEry ISN’T jUST 

abOUT THE POUNDS yOU LOSE,

IT’S abOUT THE LIfE yOU GaIN.

Call to learn about our weekly 
information sessions held at convenient 

locations and times: (919) 966-8436

www.uncweightlosssurgery.org

Designated as a

Center for Bariatric Surgery

UNC 14713_bariatric surgery_9.667x12_V6.indd   1 12/30/10   2:35:30 PM

•	UPS	&	Freight	Shipping
•	Custom	Packaging
•	Mailbox	&	Postal	Services
•	Color	&	BW	Printing
•	Moving	Supplies
•	Passport	Photos
•	Notary	Services
•	Business	Cards
•	Document	Design	Services

Carrboro Plaza Shopping Center
MoN-FRI	8-6:30	•	SAT	10-5
919-918-7161

store3651@theupsstore.com
©2003 United Parcel Service, Inc.

Document 
Shredding
Up to 10 lbs. $1.50/lb

Over 10 lbs. $1.00/lb


