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This Weekend
friday 
100% Chance of precip 
36/32

saturday 
40% Chance of precip 
36/25

sunday 
Partly Cloudy 
38/20
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Locked-in-ice sweet gum ball and stones.

Take an Avatar walk

S
everal days ago, I went to 
see Avatar, and have to say 
that a recent assessment of 
the movie by Carol Kaesuk 
Yoon in the New York Times 

resonated with me. 
Rather than taking issue with 

possible scientific inaccuracies or 
questioning implausible notions, 
Yoon focused on what she de-
scribes as “the heart of biology: 
the naked, heart-stopping wonder 
of really seeing the living world.” 

Yoon appreciated the director 
for engaging the entire viewing 
world with compelling images 
of “kinds of wonderfully shock-
ing similarities and dissimilarities 
among living things that have 
largely been the prerogative 
of biologists – especially those 
known as taxonomists, who or-
der and name the living things on 
Earth.” She concludes: “Maybe 
Avatar is what we need to bring 
our inner taxonomist back to life, 
to get us to really see.”

I moved through the day 
reflecting on that notion of 
reawakening the taxonomist 
in each of us “to really see.” It 
was in that context that local 
musician, songwriter and keen 
woods-walker Tim Stambaugh 
and I engaged each other over 
afternoon coffee at Johnny’s on 
West Main Street. 

Referring to the recent Flora 
ice flowers story, Tim wanted to 
share his image of an ice-trapped 
sweet gum ball he discovered 
while exploring a frozen-swamp 
forest floor. To my inquiry, 
“Where did you find that?” Tim 
described a woods path along 
Price Creek that borders a small 
cypress swamp forest in the shal-
lows of University Lake. 

That sweet gum ball made 
me think of the fantastic plant 
images of Avatar ’s other world. 
Viewing Avatar made me want to 
visit a tropical rain forest, so that 
I could see fantastic Avatar-like 
plants here on Earth. 

SEE  FLORA PAGE 8

flora By Ken Moore

Winter weather slams area
By Kirk Ross and	
Beth Mechum
Staff Writers

It was awfully pretty, what with the big 
moon and all.

But the major winter storm that dropped 
eight inches of snow on Carrboro and Cha-
pel Hill will more likely be remembered for 
causing a near-complete shut down of travel 
and commerce and days of closed schools, 
icy roads and widespread inconvenience.

The snow, followed in quick succession 
by several hours of ice pellets and a day 
and half of cold rain, was one of the larg-
est winter storms of the past several years. 
Cooler temperatures, however, kept it 
from causing the same kind of wide-
spread power outages as the devastating ice 
storm of 2003.

The storm kept most businesses closed 
through the weekend, with both Chapel 
Hill and Carrboro all but shut down on 
Saturday.

After two days off, the Chapel Hill-Car-
rboro City Schools resumed on Wednesday 
with a delayed schedule, with school officials 
saying parking lots and buildings had been 
cleared of major snow and ice. The two snow 
days will be made up on Monday, Feb. 22 
and Monday, April 5, both originally teacher 
workdays. 

“For folks who have concerns about 
spring break, April 5 is Easter Monday — it 
is technically not part of spring break,” said 
Stephanie Knott, CHCCS assistant super-
intendent for community relations. Spring 
break is scheduled for March 29-April 2. 

“Spring break is untouched, and we’ve 
got to hope that we don’t get any more bad 
weather to keep that true,” said Knott, adding 
that several districts in the state have already 
had to eat into their spring break to make up 
for inclement weather. Should more winter 
weather come through the area, the next stu-
dent makeup day would be Memorial Day.

SEE  SNOW PAGE 3

Carrboro midwife offers an alternative
By Beth Mechum 
Staff Writer

Cheryl Means was tired of the merry-go-
round of doctors she and her unborn child 
met with each month.

To her mind, it was a good idea gone 
wrong.

“Every visit that you have every month, 
you see a different doctor, and the idea is that 
when you give birth there will be a friendly 
face there waiting for you at the end.”

Means was drained from explaining the 
same things to different doctors.

“I started to feel like I was the only one 
who knew what was going on from visit to 
visit, and had to repeat my story over and 
over,” she said. “I started to look around at 
options to have more of a one-on-one expe-
rience.”

That experience led her to Deb O’Connell 
and her newly opened Carrboro Midwifery 
practice. She was in transition to O’Connell’s 
practice when her water broke 10 weeks early. 
Means called her doctors’ office, and the doctor 
on call wasn’t even from the same office. 

She ended up seeing yet another doctor she’d 
never seen before. And once that doctor got her 
stabilized and shipped to Duke, Means delivered 
with four more doctors she had never met.

The system didn’t work for her.
Means now goes to O’Connell for her post-

labor checkups.
Kara-Ann Hensey’s situation is different. She’s 

34 weeks pregnant with her third child and has 
decided she’d be most comfortable with a home 
birth after two pregnancies with midwives at a 
birthing center.

She’s low-risk and experienced with birthing.
Means and Hensey are two of O’Connell’s 

first patients at Carrboro Midwifery, tucked in 
beside Carrboro Pediatrics on Fidelity Drive. Af-
ter working as a midwife at UNC Hospitals for 
three and a half years, O’Connell is exploring her 
passion for midwifery and home birthing on her 
own turf.

A calling
O’Connell has been a nurse since 1996, and 

said that after attending a midwifery presenta-
tion she found her calling. She graduated from 
midwifery school at Stonybrook University in 
2001 and has been practicing in some form 
ever since.

SEE MIDWIFE PAGE 3

Deb O’Connell of Carrboro Midwifery with 
3-month-old Judah Tonken
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The last light of day highlights the 
snowscape as Marvin Meacham’s 
cattle graze outside an old 
homeplace on Meacham’s farm 
on Poythress Road, on the line 
between Orange and Chatham 
counties.

 Photo by Kirk ross
A DOT snow plow heads down Smith Level Road on Monday.

Scientists, students, Sierra Club call on UNC to drop coal
By Kirk Ross
Staff Writer

With the smokestacks and coal 
silos of the UNC co-generation 
plant as a backdrop, climate change 
researcher James Hansen joined 
students, university scientists and 
members of the Sierra Club’s Coal 
Free Campus campaign on Tuesday 
to ask the university to end the use 
of coal at the plant.

José Rial, a professor in the de-
partment of geological sciences, said 
his work in the Arctic compelled 
him to speak out. A glaciologist, 
Rial said he has seen new research 
that shows an even faster sea level 
rise than previously predicted.

“I don’t know about this plant,” 
he said, gesturing to the Cameron 
Street facility, “but I know what’s 
happening in the arctic as a conse-

quence of thousands of plants like 
these.”

Stewart Boss, a freshman at 
UNC and one of the local orga-
nizers of the coal-free campus 
campaign, said he wants to see 
UNC maintain its leadership in 
environmental responsibility.

Future generations will hold to-
day’s leaders responsible, he said.

Pat Leighton, who lives near the 
co-generation plant, noted that Duke 
University cut its coal consumption 
by 70 percent last year, while UNC’s 
plan calls for phasing out 20 percent 
of its coal use by 2025.

“I want to see UNC compete 
with Duke in this arena as well as 
on the basketball court,” Leigh-
ton said.

SEE CLIMATE  PAGE 8
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Students and faculty at UNC want to see the university end its use of coal. 
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SUNDAY feb 7
Local 506: Cold Cave, Nite Jewel. 
10pm. $8/$10

MONDAY feb 8
Local 506: Soihadto, It Is Rain On 
My Face. 9pm

Nightlight: Sound Painting Or-
chestra Residency. 8-10pm. Free

TUESDAY feb 9
Cat’s Cradle: Jonathan Richman. 
9pm. $10/$12

DPAC: Steve Winwood. 8pm. 
$39.50/$57.50/$65.50

Memorial Hall: Jennifer Larmore 
and Anotine Palloc. 7:30pm. UNC 
students $10/public $30 & up

WEDNESDAY feb 10
Nightlight: Motor Skills, Lizz King, 
Mario Eggplant. 9:30pm. $5

THURSDAY feb 11
Blue Bayou: Bleumatics. 9pm. Free

Cat’s Cradle: The Give Up The 
Ghost Traveling Show, Brandi Car-
lile, Amy Ray’s Rock Show. 8pm. $25

The Cave: LATE: Jimbo Mathus 
and Tri-State Coalition. $5

General Store Cafe: Dave 
Youngman Quartet. 7-9pm

Local 506: Simplified. 9pm. $8/$10

Nightlight: Graveyard Fields, 
Alcazar Hotel, Come Hell or High 
Water. 9:30pm

FRIDAY feb 12
Blue Bayou: Rootzie, Shacktown. 
9:30pm. $6/$8

Cat’s Cradle: John Brown’s Body, 
Giant Panda Guerilla Dub Squad, 

Vintage Fresh. 8pm. $15

The Cave: LATE: Demoli-
tion String Band, The Moaners, 
Pneurotics

General Store Cafe: Straight 8’s. 
8:30-11pm

Harry’s Market: Over the Hill. 
7-9pm

Nightlight: LATE: Zardoz, Ruscha. 
10pm

Open Eye Cafe: North Columbia. 
8pm

saturday feb 13
ArtsCenter: Karla Bonoff. 
8:30pm. $27

Blue Bayou: Blues World Order 
Mardi Gras Party. 9:30pm. $8/$10

The Cave: EARLY:	 Chocolate 
Martini Therapy

General Store Cafe: OLLI New 
Horizons Swing Band. 7-9pm

Local 506: The Mugs, Graveyard 
Fields, Butterflies. 9pm. $7

Open Eye Cafe: John Pardue. 
8pm

HGot anything for the music          
calendar? Send submissions to 
calendar@carrborocitizen.com

thursday feb 4
Blue Bayou: E-Train Manning. 9pm. 
Free

The Cave: LATE: It’s Just Vanity

General Store Cafe: Bernie 
Petteway Trio. 7-9pm

Local 506: Neil Hamburger, Dai-
quiri. 9:30pm. $8/$10

friday feb 5
ArtsCenter: Cedric Burnside and 
Lightnin’ Malcolm. 8:30pm. $15

Blue Bayou: Under the Sun. 
9:30pm. $6/$8

Cat’s Cradle: Toubab Krewe, 
Feeding The Fire. 9:30pm. $14/$16

The Cave: EARLY: Pagan Hellcats 
LATE: Brand New Life

Chatham Mills: Tannahill Weav-
ers. 7:30pm $19

General Store Cafe: Joe Bell and 
the Stinging Blades. 8-10:30pm

Harry’s Market: John Chasteen. 
7-9pm

Local 506: Retribution Gospel 
Choir, Free Electric State, Rat Jack-
son. 9:30pm. $8

Nightlight: Embarrassing Fruits, 
Secret Message Machine, Brambler 
Ramblers. 9:30pm. $5

Open Eye Cafe: Tampa Blue. 8pm

saturday feb 6
Blue Bayou: Chalwa. 9:30pm. 
$6/$8

Cat’s Cradle: Mickey Mills and 
Steel, Jamrock, dub Addis, Truth 
And Rights, Joel Keel, DJ Ras J. 9pm. 
$15/$20

The Cave: EARLY: Ox Magnolia 
LATE: Sinful Savage Tigers, Mandolin 
Orange

General Store Cafe: Lizzy Ross. 
8-10:30pm

Local 506: Dylan vs. Petty for 
Haiti: Big Fat Gap, Birds and Arros, 
Gambling the Muse, It Is Rain On 
My Face, Mandolin Orange, Mary 
Johnson Rockers, The Pneurotics. 
9pm. $5 minimum

Nightlight: Mountains, Horseback, 
Tape, Ghost Hand. 9:30pm

Open Eye Cafe: Heath Tuttle. 
8pm

music calendar

the pneurotics 
Local 506 
Saturday , February 6

MOVIEs We suggest you call for exact show times

Chelsea Theater
Timberlyne, 1129 Weaver 
Dairy Road, 968-3005

The Messenger; A Single Man;  Bro-
ken Embraces

Carolina Theatre 
of Durham
309 W Morgan St., 560-3030

(1/29-2/4) A Single Man, nightly at 
7:20, 9:15 p.m., Sat and Sun mati-
nees at 2:20, 4:15 p.m.; The Mes-
senger, nightly at 7:10 and 9:20 p.m., 
Sat and Sun matinees at 2:10 and 
4:20 p.m.; Crazy Heart, nightly at 7 
and 9:30 p.m., Sat and Sun matinees 
at 2 and 4:30 p.m.

The Lumina
Southern Village, 932-9000

The Book of Eli; It’s Complicated; 
The Tooth Fairy; Sherlock Hol-
mes; The Spy Next Door, Edge of 
Darkness

309 West Morgan St. Downtown Durham
www.carolinatheatre.org | 919.560.3030

Durham’s Historic Movie Palace
Film Schedule  

Friday, February 5 - Thursday, February 11
Crazy Heart
Nightly at 7:00 & 9:30 pm
Sat & Sun Matinees at 2:00 & 4:30 pm
A Single Man
Nightly at 7:20 & 9:15 pm
Sat & Sun Matinees at 2:20 & 4:15 pm
Saturday-Wednesday only!  
The Messenger    
Nightly at 7:10 & 9:20 pm
Sat & Sun Matinees at 2:10 & 4:20 pm

919-929-5658

in downtown Carrboro since 1982

Who needs GPS when 
you have WSR?

Looking for an agent who knows their way around?
We’ll help you navigate the real estate process.

WeaverStreetRealty.com 

Community Realty proudly presents

Veridia…
Carrboro’s Newest 
Green Community
Designed by Giles Blunden

Solar, sustainable, convenient and affordable
2-3 bedroom homes under $300K

CommunityRealtyNC.com

Community Realty
Real Estate with a Real Purpose

205 W. Weaver St. 
919-932-1990

Reserve Your New Solar Home Now for Only $2500!

Regal Timberlyne 6
120 Banks Drive, 933-8600

Legion, Tooth Fairy, The Book of 
Eli; Edge of Darkness; The Lovely 
Bones; When in Rome; 

Varsity Theater
123 East Franklin St., 967-8865

Willy Wonka; Pulp Fiction

catscradle.com H 919.967.9053 H 300 E. Main StrEEt
* *a s t e r i s k s  d e n o t e  a d va n c e  t i c k e t s  @  s c h o o l k i d s  r e c o r d s  i n  r a l e i g h ,  c d  a l l e y  i n  c h a p e l  h i l l 
order tix online at etix.com  H   we serve carolina brewery beer on tap!H   we are a non-smoking club

fr 2/5**($14/$16)
toubab krewe 
w/feeding the fire

Sa 2/6 bob marley birthday 
celebration 

mickey mills and 
steel, jam rock, 
dub addis, truth 

and rights**($15/$20; $3 
discount for unc students)

tu 2/9 jonathan 
richman**($10/$12)

         th 2/11 
brandi carlile 

w/amy ray's rock show
fr 2/12 john brown’s 
body w/giant panda 

guerilla dub squad and 
vintage fresh**($15)

Sa 2/13 nc comedy arts 
festival eddie brill,

mike macrae**

Su  2/14  the foreign 
exchange**($20 or special 

couples rate: $36 pair)

Mo 2/15 tortoise
w/disappears**($15)

wE 2/17 urban 
sophisticates, the 

beast, inflowential, 
kaze backed by 
organix**($6/$8) show 

rescheduled from 1/30)

fr 2/19 swaso
w/violet vector & the 

lovely lovelies, the guns 
of el borracho**

Sa 2/20 nc comedy arts 
festival**($17)

mc frontalot
Su 2/21 haiti relief benefit

tu 2/23**($14/$16)
cage the elephant 

w/as tall as lions, 
morning teleportation

wE 2/24 the clientele, 
vetiver**($13/$15)

th 2/25 state radio
w/big d and the kids 

table, cobalt and the 
hired guns**($15)

fr 2/26 sam bush band 
w/missy raines 

& the new hip**($20/$23)

Sa 2/27**($20/$25) rhythm heals 
concert with: n.e.d.

Su 2/28 north
mississippi  

all-stars**($16/$18)
w/city champs

wE 3/3 copeland**($14/$16)
w/i can make a mess 

like nobody's business, 
person l, deas vail
fr 3/5 bowling for 

soup**($14/$16)

Sa 3/6 rogue wave**($14/$16)

th 3/11 circa survive
w/good old war and the 

christmas lights**($15)

fr 3/12 kickin grass 
band and adrienne 

young**($10/$12)

Sa 3/13**($10/$12)
the low anthem 

w/lissie and annie and the 
beekeepers

th 3/18 the black lips
w/box elders**($10/$12)

Sa 3/20**($10/$12)
the rosebuds

Su 3/21**($14/$16)
deerhunter

tu 3/23 rx bandits
w/the builders and the 

butchers and zechs 
marquise**($14/$16)

              th 3/25 
the xx w/jj

fr 3/26**($10)
the soft pack 

w/nodzzz, beaters
Mo 3/29  king khan
& the shrines 
w/the fresh and 

onlys**($14/$16)

tu 3/30 major lazer
w/rusko**($15/$17)

wE 4/1**($15) carolina 
chocolate drops
fr 4/2 the big pink

w/a place to bury 
strangers**($13/$15)

Sa 4/3**($12/$14) midlake
Su 4/4**($14/$16)

yeasayer w/javelin

Mo 4/5**($13/$15)
ted leo and the 

pharmacists 
w/screaming females 

and pink flag
wE 4/7 the manchester 

orchestra w/the 
features, biffy clyro and 

o'brother**($14/$17)

th 4/8 the temper 
trap w/kissaway 

trail**($12/$14)

fr 4/9 bowerbirds
w/midtown dickens 

and veelee**($12)

tu 4/13 thermals
w/past lives and 
bellafea**($12/$14)

fr 4/16 jedi mind 
tricks**($16/$18)

th 4/22 needtobreathe
w/will hoge and

matt hires**($15/$18)

Su 4/25 frightened 
rabbit**

Mo 4/26 quasi w/let's 
wrestle**($10/$12)

th 4/30 kaki king
w/an horse**($15)

Sa 5/1**($12/$14)
beach house 
w/washed out

Su 5/2**($17/$20)
the english beat

wE 5/5**($12/$14)
the album leaf 

w/sea wolf on sale 2/5
fr 5/7 megafaun

w/mount moriah, great 
white jenkins**($10)

fr 5/14 neil diamond 
all stars 

w/new town drunks**

th 6/3**($20/$22)
reverend horton 
heat, cracker w/

legendary shack shakers

sold out

tu 2/9

jonathan 
richman

carolina theatre  (durham)
th 3/25  joanna newsom

local 506  (chapel hill)
we 3/3  tim barry (of avail)

w/ninja gun and jason 
kutchma

sa 3/6  jenny owen 
youngs, bess rogers, 

allison weiss
we 3/17  fruit bats

w/blue giant (ex-viva voce)
th 3/25  shearwater

w/wye oak and 
hospital ships

the artscenter  (carrboro)

su 2/14  joseph arthur 
tu 3/2  ben sollee/
daniel martin 

moore 
(dear companion tour)

sa 3/13  over the rhine

dpac  (durham)

sa 3/27  wilco sold out

Also
presentinG

WE 4/7

manchEStEr orchEStra

th 3/25

joanna 
nEWSom 

CAROLINA thEAtRE 
(DuRhAM)

sold out

th 2/25

StatE 
radio

tu 2/23

cagE thE ElEphant

SA 4/3

midlaKE

Unabashedly Annabelle
By Beth Mechum
Staff Writer

Morgonn Ewen is best known 
in the comedy world as musically 
inclined, self-proclaimed white 
trash girl Annabelle. Ewen’s 
sketch comedy is bolstered by 
her background in singing and 
acting, and she earned her come-
dic chops working clubs and bars 
in Toronto. She’ll be one of the 
opening acts for the sketch por-
tion of the North Carolina Com-
edy Arts Festival, with shows this 
Thursday at 8 p.m. and Friday at 
7:30 p.m., both at DSI Theater. 
Tickets are on sale at nccomedy-
arts.com. There you also can find 
a schedule of the entire North 
Carolina Comedy Arts Festival 
in Carrboro and Chapel Hill 
throughout February.

Ewen took some time away 
from her preparation to speak to 
The Citizen about herself and her 
show, Annabelle Goes it Alone.

The Citizen: Ever been to Car-
rboro?

Morgonn Ewen: No
TC: What have you heard 

about our fair city?
ME: I’ve heard a little about 

it, not necessarily the history, but 
I know Zach Ward is from there, 
and another friend of a friend is 
from there…. When I went on-
line to look at stuff, it looks big 
on football and basketball.

TC: When and why did you 
start performing comedy?

ME: One of my first jobs I’ve 
ever had was at Yuk Yuks com-
edy club as a waitress. I used to 
work amateur night, and that 
was pretty interesting to look at 
these first-timers come up and 
the comics sit in the back and 
watch it all. It was a real lesson 

to sit in a room full of brand new 
comics who were really, really 
scared to be up there, but had a 
deep passion for it ... After going 
into music and theater, almost 
two and a half years ago, I was 
taking classes on and off at Sec-
ond City. Everybody kept asking 
me if I was going to audition for 
the conservatory program, and 
I put my name in at 5 p.m. on 
a Friday, and I auditioned, and 
got it. 

TC: Describe your act? 
ME: She’s a woman who’s 

eternally optimistic, regardless 
of what she runs into. She’s got a 
unique perspective on the world, 
and that perspective helps her.

TC: Your favorite comedian?
ME: Tina Fey and Amy Poe-

hler. Also, Louis C.K.
TC: Why should people see 

you? 
ME: It’s definitely a very, very 

fun show. There’s music involved, 
funny songs, and it’s something 
definitely a little different…. I’ve 
had a lot of women in the room 
kind of dig what I’m talking 
about – not that it’s just chick lit. 
Plus, I’m performing with two 
other awesome acts. 

demolition string band 
The Cave 

Friday , February 12
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Part of Fordham Boulevard will be closed
A northbound lane of U.S. 15-501/Fordham Boulevard will 

be closed intermittently for about four months during the con-
struction of a sidewalk on the east side of Fordham Boulevard 
between Manning Drive and Old Mason Farm Road. 

In addition, the outside left turn lane from Manning Drive 
to Fordham Boulevard will be closed during these times. Traffic 
will not be altered during UNC home basketball games and oth-
er special events. Crews will be working on the project between 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

News offices sold
The News and Observer Publishing Co. announced the sale 

of its Franklin Street headquarters for its Chapel Hill News and 
Durham News newspapers to Scott Maitland. Maitland, owner 
of  Top of the Hill restaurant and brewery plans to turn the 
former press room into a liquor distillery.

He paid $2.15 million for the 0.8-acre site, which includes 
about 10,000 square feet of office space and 10,000 square feet 
of warehouse space. Maitland will lease office space to the N&O 
for its western Triangle news and advertising staff. 

 News Briefs MIDWIFE 
from page 1

Her first experience came 
while she was a student, with 
the Amish community in Lan-
caster, Pa., and her journey has 
now brought her to practicing 
home births on her own in Car-
rboro and surrounding areas. 

Home birthing with a midwife 
is an alternative to what 99 percent 
of women in the U.S. choose to do 
– have their babies in a hospital.

“The women that tend to choose 
home birth are women that are re-
ally committed to child birth and 
feel for themselves that their home 
will be the place they feel the safest,” 
O’Connell said, “and for a woman 
in labor, that’s huge, because it can 
really impede a woman’s progress 
in her labor if she doesn’t feel safe.”

Both Means and Hensey 
say that trust and relationship 
building were primary consid-
erations in their decisions to opt 
for a midwife. 

“One of the benefits of hav-
ing a home-birth practice is 
getting to know your clients, 
and they do really need to get 
to know you, because it’s such a 
professionally intimate relation-
ship,” O’Connell said. 

She said not all women are 
suited, mentally and physically, for 
home birthing “If you’re commit-
ting yourself to a home birth, you 
have to be committing yourself to a 
natural childbirth,” she said.

O’Connell is required to meet 
certain qualifications and require-
ments to ensure home birth is ap-
propriate and safe for a woman. 
She is also required to have physi-
cian backup. 

Safety concerns keep many 
women from choosing to home 
birth: If something goes wrong 
during delivery, there might not be 
enough time to transfer the woman 
to a hospital.

In fact, this happened when 
O’Connell witnessed her first 
home birth. It did not scare her 
away. O’Connell has now attended 
more than 800 home births, and 
only once – during the first one 
she ever attended – has something 
gone terribly wrong.

“If anything, it gave me a stron-
ger sense of respect for the birth-
ing process,” O’Connell said of 
that first experience, “and that bad 
things do happen, but they happen 
to women in hospitals just as much, 
if not more.”

Means said she wasn’t com-
fortable telling friends and fam-
ily about her decision to go with 

a home birth, out of concern that 
they’d be scared for her safety.

“I knew they’d flip, she said. 
“We were going to tell them after-
ward.”

Hensey said she didn’t have any 
fears, and her friends and family 
didn’t either.

“Once you have one pregnancy, 
they sort of know what you need, 
when you need it; so I think they 
trust the woman to know when 
something is wrong,” she said. 
“The only thing I’m worried about 
is that I’ll have the baby before any-
body gets here, because Deb lives 
in Carrboro and I live in Raleigh.”

Which helps explain why 
O’Connell will be hard pressed to 
find vacation time in the near fu-
ture – she’s always on call. It’s a bit 
different than her days in hospitals; 
but it’s her passion and her calling. 
Vacations will have to wait.

Dan Ryon
Financial Advisor
205 West Main Street, Suite 101
Carrboro, NC  27510
Bus. 919-933-3191

Investments
Retirement Planning Services
Education Savings
Financial Assessments
Free Portfolio Reviews

v
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Member SIPC

UPCOMING CONCERTS:
Experience the 7th Annual American Roots Series. 

Feb. through June. See website for details. Coming up:

Tannahill Weavers • FRI 2/5 @ Chatham Mills
Cedric Burnside & Lightnin’ Malcolm • FRI 2/5

Karla Bonoff • SAT 2/13
Joseph Arthur • SUN 2/14
 John Mayall • WED 2/17

Dave Alvin & Two Guilty Women featuring
Cindy Cashdollar • SUN 2/21

Dear Companion Tour featuring 
Ben Sollee and Daniel Martin Moore • TUE 3/2

 Dervish • THU 3/4
Terrance Simien & The Zydeco Experience • FRI 3/12

Over the Rhine • SAT 3/13
Patrick Street • SUN 3/14

Battlefield Band • THU 3/18
Solas • FRI 3/19

Celtic Concert Series: Call the box office for package deals on Tannahill 
Weavers, Dervish, Patrick Street, Battlefield Band and Solas

UPCOMING THEATRE:
FREE Theatre Classes for Students @ UMall • 2/6; 12-4pm
 North Carolina Comedy Arts Festival • Now through 2/20

One Song Productions: The February 48 • SUN 2/7
Transactors Improv: The LOVE Show • FRI 2/12

SuperFun Show: Stone Soup • FRI 2/20

For more information or to order tickets call 
929-2787 x201 or go to artscenterlive.org
ArtSchool registration now open!

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

World’s Finest
Chocolates

Since 1975

201 S. Estes Drive • Chapel Hill  • 919.929.7133 • southernseason.com
Mon-Thurs 10-7 • Fri 10-9 • Sat 10-7 • Sun 11-6

support 
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BIZadvertise the Carrboro Citizen classifieds: See page 7

Given  enough  
wheels  and  levers  

one  artisan  can  
move  Fisher’s 
Papa  Bear IV. 
Monyo  helps

Peck andArtisans
933 8485
 A  Transition  Company

snow 
from page 1

To get ready for the storm, crews 
from Chapel Hill and Carrboro 
public works departments joined 
with Department of Transporta-
tion crews in laying down brine.

George Seiz, Carrboro’s public 
works director, said the brine mix-
ture helps prevent the snow from 
binding with road surfaces, mak-
ing removal easier.

Both towns have adopted a 
strategy of keeping main roads as 
clear as possible through the storm 
to keep them passable for emergen-
cy vehicles and any public transit 
that is still operating.

After clearing out the main arter-
ies, crews focus on secondary roads. 
Many of those throughout southern 
Orange County did not see substan-
tial clearing until Tuesday.

Seiz said warmer weather also 
made a contribution to the work.

“Mother Nature played a key 
role with mild temperatures, and 
started melting off the snow pretty 
well,” Seiz said.

Crews from both towns worked 
12-hour shifts to keep efforts mov-
ing around the clock.

Richard Terrell, Chapel Hill’s op-
erations manager for public works, 
said as of Wednesday there were no 
serious trouble spots, though crews 

were still spreading sand and push-
ing slush away in some areas.

“We worked around the clock, 
including last night,” he said on 
Wednesday. “As of 3:30 today, we 
went back to our normal schedule.”

Asked how the crews held up, 
Terrell said there was some ex-
pected wear and tear, and days of 
working 12-hour shifts took their 
toll. “I can tell you they were happy 
to get back to their regular schedule 
today,” he said.

Chapel Hill Mayor Mark 
Kleinschmidt said town crews did 
a good job of getting the town back 
in shape, especially getting bus 
routes ready. The town operated 
with a limited schedule over the 
weekend, but did run its Tar Heel 
Express routes to UNC’s basket-
ball contest against Virginia at the 
Smith Center.

Kleinschmidt said he has not 
heard much in the way of com-
plaints about the cleanup and 
road clearing.

“The only concern people have 
raised has been about sidewalks,” 
he said. Clearing the walks is often 
more difficult. And while early on 
it was hard on pedestrians, most 
sidewalks are in better shape as of 
Wednesday, the mayor said.

Carrboro sidewalks were a key 
focus after the downtown thor-
oughfares were cleared.

Cliff Collins, owner of Cliff’s 

Meat Market, said he appreci-
ated the effort in getting the central 
business-district sidewalks cleared.

“They were out there working 
really hard, and I really want to 
thank them for that,” he said Tues-
day evening.

With cold temperatures and a 
sprinkling of ice pellets creating a 
crust on top of the snowfall, the 
storm proved to be a godsend for 
anyone with an interest in sled-
ding.

Southern Community Park 
and Carrboro High School were 
hot spots for sledding, where any-
thing from tarps to cardboard 
to actual sleds were pressed into 
service.

Despite heavy enthusiasm and 
slick conditions, UNC Hospitals 
only reported one sledding-relat-
ed injury. In all, about a half-dozen 
weather-related injuries were treat-
ed at the Emergency Department, 

most due to falls.
As the roads cleared, trash and 

recycling crews returned to work. 
Commercial trash haulers also re-
turned to the streets to pick up a 
growing backlog of trash at area 
apartment complexes.

Now town officials and a wary 
populace are keeping an eye on 
this weekend’s weather. It may 
have been a balmy 50 degrees on 
Wednesday, but colder weather is 
heading this way. Precipitation is in 
the forecast; depending on temper-
atures, that could mean ice pellets, 
rain or snow.

“We’re watching it,” Terrell said. 
“You have to. In this area, you just 
never know.”

Updates on service schedules 
and weather warnings will be post-
ed to The Citizen’s MILL blog at 
carrborocitizen.com/mill

Kate Griesmann contributed to 
this report.

Photo by Nick Hoffmann
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Thursday, Feb 4
Ping Pong Thursday — Night-
light Club in Chapel Hill presents 
a free Ping Pong Thursday event, 
from 5-9pm. 405 1/2 W. Rosemary 
St. in Chapel Hill. For more info, 
960-6101, nightlightclub.com

The Secrets of Starbucks 
— UNC alum and Temple Univer-
sity professor Bryant Simon will 
read from his book Everything But 
the Coffee: Learning About America 
from Starbucks at 3:30pm at Bull’s 
Head Bookshop. Free and open to 
the public More info at 962-5060.

saturday, Feb 6
Community Day at Ackland 
Art Museum — Ackland Art 
Museum in Chapel Hill presents 
Community Day, a day-long 
program of workshops, tours, and 
other events. 10am-2pm. Admis-
sion is free. More info at 966-5736, 
ackland.org.

Havdalah Celebration  — Kol 
Haskalah hosts a Havdalah cel-
ebration at Eno River Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship, 4907 Gar-
rett Road in Durham. A presen-
tation by NC Museum of Art 
docent Connie Schertz about the 
museum’s Judaica collection to fol-
low. Bring a dessert to share. 7:30-
10pm. For more info, 942-0990, 
cgminton@mindspring.com.

Sunday, Feb 7
OneSong Productions’s Feb 
48! — For the sixth year in a 
row, a bunch of zany teenagers 
will write, rehearse, produce, 
and perform a new play. All in 
48 hours $8, $6 Members, $5 
Students. 7:30pm at the Carrboro 
ArtsCenter.

Tuesday, Feb 9
The Happiness Hypothesis 
— At 7pm, the Carrboreaders 
Non-Fiction Book Club meets 
to discuss The Happiness Hy-
pothesis: Finding Modern Truth in 
Ancient Wisdom by award-winning 
psychologist Jonathan Haidt. Car-
rboro Cybrary, More info at 918-
7387, cybrary@co.orange.nc.us

Ongoing
Cancer Support — Support 
groups for cancer patients and 
their families. cornucopiahouse.
org

Compassionate Friends 
— Free self-help support for 
all adults grieving the loss of a 
child or sibling. Third Mondays, 
7-8:30pm, Evergreen United 
Methodist Church. 967-3221, 
chapelhilltcf.org

Yoga for Everyone — UNC 
Comprehensive Cancer Sup-
port Program presents Yoga for 
Everyone. Each class will include 
a full yoga practice as well as 
exploration of physical movement, 
meditation, breathing techniques, 
and relaxation. All levels are 
welcome. Classes will be held on 
Mondays from 11am-12:30pm. 
Carolina Pointe II, 6013 Farrington 
Road, Suite 101 in Chapel Hill. 
966-3494.

Family to Family — A series 
of 12 weekly classes structured to 
help family members understand 
and support a family member 
suffering with mental illness. The 
class is free and sponsored by 
NAMI-Orange. Contact Gove 
Elder at 967-5403 or gbelder@
bellsouth.net.

Knitting for Preemies — The 
Chapel Hill Public Library spon-
sors this weekly knitting group to 
provide baby blankets for the Neo-
natal Intensive Care Unit at UNC. 
The group will meet Tuesdays from 
1-2:30pm through Feb. 16 in the 
library’s conference room. More 
info at 968-2780.

Walking Group — The Chapel 
Hill Area Women’s Walking Group 
will meet every Wednesday at 
Weaver St. Market in Carrboro at 
9:15 a.m.  Then, there will either 
be a hike or carpool to the des-
ignated site. If questions, contact 
Julie at 967-3221 or Marilyn at 

932-1411.

Jazz at the Mall — University 
Mall presents free jazz concerts 
every Sunday, 2-4pm

Job Search Meeting — A net-
working and support group for job 
hunters. Wednesdays, 9:30-11am, 
Binkley Baptist Church, 1712 Wil-
low Drive. 942-4964

Breastfeeding Café — An infor-
mal drop-in gathering of breast-
feeding moms will be held every 
Monday from 1-2pm at the Red 
Hen. A  La Leche repersenative 
will be there to provide informa-
tion and answer questions, 201 
Weaver St.

Tutoring — Hillsborough Police 
Department and UNC Habitat for 
Humanifty offer tutoring sessions 
for students in Orange County 
School’s K-5 classes at the Com-
munity Policing Station, 501 Rainey 
Ave. Tutors are students from 
UNC. Call 732-2441, ext. 26 to 
register.

Community Calendar
El Centro Latino

El Centro Hispano of 
Durham plans to open a 
Carrboro branch to fill 
the gap left by the clos-
ing of El Centro Latino 
in Orange County. A 
public meeting to talk 
about the collaboration 
and meeting the needs of 
the Latino community 
in Orange County will 
be held Feb. 16 at 7 p.m. 
in the auditorium of the 
Seymour Senior Center at 
2551 Homestead Road in 
Chapel Hill.

Black comic 
heroes

African-American 
comic book heroes will be 
the topic of a free public 
lecture Feb. 22 at Wilson 
Library at UNC.

Randall Kenan, associ-
ate professor of English, 
will present “It’s Clobber-
ing Time! Comic Books 
and Creating the Idea 
of Black Masculinity” at 
5:45 p.m. in the Pleas-
ants Family Assembly 
Room. A reception at 5 
p.m. in the Melba Remig 
Saltarelli Gallery will 
allow visitors to view the 
Rare Book Collection 
exhibit “Popular Culture 
in Print,” to be up Feb. 22 
through May 31.

Briefs

 super crossworD   letter perfect CitizenCryptoquote By Martin Brody
For example, YAPHCYAPLM is WORDSWORTH.  One letter stands for another.  In 
this sample, A is used for the two O’s, Y for the two W’s, etc..  Apostrophes, 
punctuation, the length and formation of the words are all hints.

“Being Parental?”

X D  K G T  K C U P Q  L U C  N V 

D U  V Y V C  J V P W  T B V  K G T 

N W  J G S Q B D V C .  -  A U B P 

V J K G C J T ,  G J N X D D X P Q 

D B G D  B V  L G D B V C V J 

G  F B X H J  J S C X P Q 

G P  G L L G X C  K X D B  G 

F G N Z G X Q P  K U C O V C .
Find the answer in the puzzle answer section.

pets of the week
Paws4Ever — 
Hello, I am Lou 
Lou! I’m a grey and 
orange kitty. I will give 
you the most adoring 
looks when I want to 
be petted. I am very 
laid back and get along 
with all my cat friends 
here in Catroom 2. I 
like to sleep in little 
cubby places and need 
a house to run in 
because I am getting a 
little thick around my 
center, which might 
have something to do 
with my new love of 
salty things like chips 
and crackers. When 
I hear the rustle of 

a bag of chips, I come flying in the room to see what the humans are 
eating and hopefully sharing. I also have the cutest chirping meow to let 
everyone know where I am. Please come by the shelter and take a look, 
at Paws4Ever, 6311 Nicks Road, Mebane, or call 304-2300. You can also 
go online at paws4ever.org

ORANGE COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES — Meet 
Adonis! If you are looking for a buddy who is all about you, look no 
further. Adonis is a people kitty all the way. He wants to be your best 
friend and constant companion and will gladly follow you around and try 
to charm his way into your lap at any opportunity. This boy is a lover for 
sure, and will make you feel like the most important person in the entire 
world!  You can visit him at Orange County’s Animal Services Center, 
1601 Eubanks Road, Chapel Hill or call 942-PETS (7387). You can also see 
him online at co.orange.nc.us/animalservices/adoption.asp.   

Support your local 
advertiser.

Quality, detailed cleaning with 
your preferences in mind.

Trustworthy, reliable, own 
equipment, great rates.

Long-term original clients
since 1992

Service above and
beyond “the basics”

Clean house + happiness 
guaranteed!

Fish  day!
Now is the time For PoNd stockiNg!
Channel Catfish • Largemouth Bass • Redear • Bluegill (Bream) 

Koi • Grass Carp • Minnows • Black Crappie (if available)
Delivery: Tuesday, February  16: 1:45 –2:45 pm

at Southern StateS Co-op in Carrboro, nC

To order call 1-800-247-2615  •  www.farleysf ishfarm.com
Farleys Arkansas Pondstockers, Inc.

Illustration by Phil Blank
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  Obituaries
Ruth Ray Crabtree

Ruth Ray Crabtree, 90, of 
Chapel Hill, N.C. passed away 
on Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2010 at UNC 
Hospitals after a brief illness. 

Ruth was born on June 16, 
1919 to Lollie and Brownie Ray. 
She married Eric Crabtree in 
1939 and had five children. 
Ruth is survived by her sons, Ray 
Crabtree and his wife, Sheila, and 
Robbie Crabtree; her daughters, 
Sally Mann and her husband, 
Larry, Elgie Hurst and her 
husband, Johnny, and Sarah Wil-
liamson and her husband, Wayne; 
six grandchildren; and one great 
grandson.

The family wishes to extend 
their gratitude to Ruth’s devoted 
caregiver, Nekia Rose Scurlock.

Lenora Wagoner 
Marcouillier

Mrs. Lenora Wagoner 
Marcouillier, 70, of Fayetteville, 
N.C. died at her home on Satur-
day morning, Jan. 30. 

Mrs. Marcouillier was an 
Orange County, N.C. native. 
She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Brantley and Alma 
Wagoner. She was a member of 
Cane Creek Baptist Church and a 
graduate of Hillsborough (N.C.) 
High School, class of 1957.

Mrs. Marcouillier is sur-
vived by her husband, Ronald 
Marcouillier; one daughter, 
Dawn Rimmer-Bonds; one 
step-daughter, Tammy King; 
three sons, Dale Rimmer, Dean 
Rimmer and Darryl Rimmer; 
11 grandchildren; and four great 
grandchildren. Also surviving is 
her sister, Wanda Wagoner.

Funeral service will be 
conducted by Pastor Jack Edge 
at Cane Creek Baptist Church 
in Orange Grove on Thursday, 
Feb. 4 at 2 p.m. Visitation with 
the family will be held from 
12:30 to 1:45 p.m.

Charles Hines
Mr. Charles David Hines 

Sr., 70, of Hillsborough, N.C., 
died Sunday, Jan. 31, 2010. 

Mr. Hines was the son of 
the late Edgar Miller and Sarah 

Borland Hines. He was a mem-
ber of Mars Hill Baptist Church 
and a graduate of Hillsborough 
(N.C.) High School. 

He was past master of Eagle 
Lodge #19, a member of Dur-
ham Your Rite Masonic Bodies, 
past member of Sudan Shrine 
Temple and a member of the 
Amran Temple. 

Mr. Hines served four years 
in the United States Navy and 
was retired from UNC and Bio 
Meiceux.

Surviving are his wife, Norkie 
E. Hines; a daughter, Andrea H. 
Hughes, and her husband, Dave, 
of Hillsborough; a son, Charles 
David Hines Jr., and his wife, 
Amy, of Hillsborough; three 
grandchildren, Macy Hughes, 
Sawyer Hughes and Darah 
Hines; sisters Nellie Tunstall of 
Hillsborough, Mary Catherine 
Roberson and her husband, Jack, 
of Pittsboro, N.C., Shirley Brown 
and her husband, Eddie, of Rich-
mond, Va., Sarah Jane Norton 
of Durham, N.C. and Irene 
Laube and her husband, Elzie, of 
Hillsborough; and several nieces 
and nephews.

Mr. Hines was preceded in 
death by his brothers, Harold 
Hines and Edgar Hines, and his 
stepmother, Hazel Hines.

Nancy Jean 
Connelly Dunn

Nancy Jean Connelly Dunn, 
77, of Chapel Hill, N.C. died 
Thursday, Jan. 28, 2010 at 
UNC Hospitals. 

Mrs. Dunn was born March 
24, 1932 in Detroit, Mich., 
daughter of the late Patrick J. and 
Angela Dreyer Connelly. She 
was schooled in Detroit and also 
attended Michigan State Univer-
sity and the University of Detroit. 
She lived in Ann Arbor, Mich., 
Rivervale, N.J., Trumball, Conn. 
and Stamford, Conn. before mov-
ing to Chapel Hill in 1997. She 
would have celebrated her 50th 
wedding anniversary this year.

Nancy was the loving wife of 
Bob Dunn, mother of Kelly and 
Dave Dunn and grandmother of 
Jack Dunn.

Cliff’s Meat Market
sizzlin’ savings

corona extra, negra modelo, pacifico, budweiser!

100 West Main st., Carrboro
919-942-2196 Mon-sat 9am-6pm

Debit
& EBT

Prices good thru 2/11/10

Lean 
Beef Stew

$2.99/lb

Chorizo 
Sausage
$2.99/lb

We have 
Boar’s Head 

Deli Meats 
and Cheeses!

All NAturAl 
Ground Chuck 

$2.99/lb

By tHe  piNt 
Fresh Oysters 

$9.99/bottle

Cut to Order
Whole Fresh 

Chickens
$1.29/lb

CertiFieD OrGANiC 
Chicken 
$2.29/lb

FreSH MADe DAily 
Country 
Sausage 
$1.99/lb

NY Strip 
Steak 

$6.99/lb

fri 2/5 — Cheese Pizza; Pep-
peroni Pizza; Turkey & Cheese 
Wrap; Garden Salad; Traditional 
Mixed; Vegetables; Chilled Pine-
apple Tidbits

MON 2/8 — Beef & Cheese 
Nachos w/Salsa; Chicken Nug-
gets w/Wheat Roll; Garden 
Salad; Baja Black Beans; Chilled 
Apricots

tue 2/9 — Pork BBQ on a Bun; 
Macaroni & Cheese w/Whole 
Grain Macaroni & Wheat Roll; 
“Fun on the Run”; Coleslaw; 
Seasoned Green Beans; Chilled 
Pears

wed 2/10 — Cheese Pizza; 
Pepperoni Pizza; Hot Dog on 
a Wheat Bun w/Chili; Garden 
Peas; Fruited Gelatin; Fresh 
Banana

thu 2/11 — Turkey & Cheese 
Sub on a Wheat Bun; Mozza-
rella Cheese Sticks w/Marinara 
Dipping Sauce; “Fun on the 
Run”; Lettuce & Tomato Salad; 
Broccoli w/Cheese Sauce; Fresh 
NC Grown Apple Slices

elementary 

school 

lunch
MENU

Crumbs from the 
Table re-scheduled 
for this weekend

The East Chapel Hill High 
School theater department will 
present Crumbs from the Table 
of Joy this Friday and Saturday 
at 7:30 p.m.

It’s 1950 in the South and 
Godfrey Crump has just lost 
his wife. Finding solace in 
Father Divine and the Peace 
Mission Movement, he pulls 
up stakes and moves his teen-
age daughters to Brooklyn. 
Told through the eyes of his 
17-year-old daughter, Ernes-
tine, Crumbs from the Table of 
Joy details a story invoking the 
boundaries of race, gender and 
society.

Previously purchased tick-
ets will be honored. Tickets 
are $5 at the door, with sales 
starting at 6:30 pm.

Armadillo Grill 
receives certificate 
of appreciation

Students participating in 
Chapel Hill High School’s To-
bacco Reality Unfiltered (TRU) 
Crew presented the manager 
of Armadillo Grill in Carrboro 
with a certificate of appreciation 
for the restaurant’s compliance 
with the new smoke-free law. 
The TRU Crew at Chapel Hill 
High School recently earned the 
distinction of being the most 
active TRU group in Orange 
County during the fall 2009 
semester. 

Documentary 
featuring CHCCS 
aired Monday

The documentary High 
Five: Achieving the Dream 
premiered on UNC-TV on 
Monday, Feb. 1. The original 
special profiles the professional 
learning community initia-
tive and examines how the 
Triangle High Five Regional 
Partnership works to improve 
public education in Triangle-
area schools.

The High Five Regional 
Partnership was formed in 
April 2004 as a union of five 
school districts and five business 
partners. The school districts are 
the Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 
Schools, the Orange County 
Schools, the Durham Public 
Schools, the Johnston County 
Schools and the Wake County 
Public Schools. The five busi-
ness partners are the News and 
Observer Publishing Company, 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of North 
Carolina, SAS, Progress Energy 
and Capitol Broadcasting. 

The five-year partnership 
agreement formally ended in 
June 2009. The five school dis-
tricts continue their collabora-
tion to reach the organization’s 
2013 goal of eliminating high 
school dropouts in our area.

Board of education 
meeting Thursday

There will be a Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro City Schools 
Board of Education meeting 
this Thursday at Chapel Hill 
Town Hall. The work ses-
sion includes discussions on 
the honors course options for 
social studies and science for 
2010-12, delaying expansion 
of the Dual Language Pro-
gram to McDougle Elemen-
tary for an indefinite period of 
time and the Capitol Invest-
ment Plan.

Wedding dress 
display

A charming collection of 
dresses and memorabilia will 
be displayed at University 
Baptist Church in 
Chapel Hill as part of Chapel 
Hill student Ellie Simpson’s 
fundraiser on behalf of Rock 
Against Cancer this Sunday 
from 1 to 5 p.m.

The display will include 
items belonging to several 
generations of church mem-
bers and will include dresses, 
photographs, invitations and 
other keepsakes.

A suggested donation of 
$5 will benefit Rock Against 
Cancer (rockagainstcancer.
org), an organization that 
brings the healing power of 
music to children battling 
cancer.

For more information, con-
tact University Baptist Church 
at 942-2157or visit ubc-ch.org

Calligraphy class at 
Chapel Hill public 
library

UNC sophomore Zoe Wei, 
a gold medal winner at the 
National Youth Calligraphy 
Competition in China, will 
conduct a class in East Asian 
Calligraphy at Chapel Hill 
Public Library this Saturday 
from 4 to 5 p.m. The class is 
free, but advance registration 
is required to ensure enough 
brushes and ink for everyone. 
RSVP to mpiskor@nc.rr.com. 
For more information, call 
968-2780.

Chapel Hill High 
School teacher 
wins national 
honors

History teacher William V. 
Melega received the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars (VFW) Na-
tional Citizenship Education 
Teacher Award.

The VFW chooses three 
teachers each year for the 
award, one each from elemen-
tary, middle and high school. 
Teachers are nominated by 
their peers and enter into local 
and statewide competition. 

Each teacher receives 
$1,000 dollars for their 
professional development and 
another $1,000 goes to their 
schools. In addition, the teach-
ers receive an all-expenses-paid 
trip to Washington, D.C. in 
March to receive their awards.

Melega had previously 
won Chapel Hill High School 
Teacher of the Year and is 
known for bringing his history 
lessons to life.

School Briefs
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“We hope that 
you will join us 
as we begin this 
important work. 
We’ ll supply 
the coffee and 
doughnuts.”

Paying to lobby public officials for the public
Chris Fitzsimon

It has been hard to miss the head-
lines in your local paper about your 
city slashing the budget or your 
county commissioners scrambling to 
find cuts to respond to last year’s rev-
enue shortfall or to compensate for 
the cuts the state has imposed.

Local school systems laid off teach-
ers, increased class size and closed in-
school health clinics. Cities and coun-
ties slashed services, laid off workers and 
delayed many con-
struction projects.

Budgets have 
never been tighter, 
we are told, yet local 
governments across 
North Carolina 
continue to spend 
hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to 
hire lobbyists in 
Washington to in-
fluence Congress, 
where people we 
elect are supposed 
to represent us.

The federal lobbying reports filed 
in the last few days show that 25 cit-
ies and counties in the state hired lob-
bying firms in Washington in 2009. 
Mecklenburg County spent $150,000 
and Winston-Salem and High Point 
both spent $120,000. And it’s not just 
the bigger cities.

Wilson also spent $120,000 
on a lobbyist. Ayden hired one for 
$40,000. So did Ahoskie and Wash-
ington County.

Most of the local governments paid 
The Ferguson Group to represent them. 
The individual lobbyist they hired was 
Deborah Bryant, who ran the state’s 
Washington Office from 1993-99.

UNC campuses have also strug-
gled with budget cuts, reducing class 
offerings, postponing hiring pro-
fessors, expanding the size of many 
classes. They have raised tuition too, 
forcing families to pay more to send 
their children to college in the mid-
dle of the worst economic crisis in 75 
years.

But like local governments, UNC 
schools have managed to find the 
money to spend on lobbying. UNC-
Chapel Hill hired its own lobbyist 

for $122,000 in 2009 and reported 
spending $350,000 lobbying on its 
own. N.C. State reported spending 
$140,000 and UNC-Wilmington 
spent $40,000.

The UNC system spent another 
$480,000 trying to get federal fund-
ing for a variety of university projects. 
At last check, every UNC campus 
was in the district of two Senators 
and one member of the House, all of 
whom have paid staffs.

Then there is the General Assem-
bly. The UNC system and individual 
campuses have legislative liaisons 
(that’s the fancy official name for lob-
byist) and members of the board of 

governors are frequently seen in the 
legislative building. Some of them 
are there every day as paid lobbyists 
for private interests too.

In 2009, 37 local governments in 
the state paid lobbyists to patrol the 
halls of the Legislative Building. The 
lobbyists are not full-time. They are 
hired guns with a long list of clients. 
Most of them are former members of 
the House and Senate.

So far, no member of the board 
of governors who is also a corporate 

lobbyist has been 
hired as a lobby-
ist by a local gov-
ernment, but that 
confusing day is 
surely coming.

The local gov-
ernments that use 
our money to in-
fluence our law-
makers include 
big cities and 
suburbs like Cary 
and Concord. But 
small towns are 
playing the game 

too, places like Woodfin, Weldon 
and Louisburg.

Here’s something for local of-
ficials to think about when they are 
deciding which employee to lay off or 
which services to the community to 
end or reduce:

Maybe they could rely on the 
people in Congress and the General 
Assembly who are elected to repre-
sent them to speak out for their issues 
in Raleigh and Washington and stop 
asking the rest of us to pay for people 
to lobby our own government.

Chris Fitzsimon is executive director 
of NC Policy Watch.

for the Record

Spotty at best
This has certainly been a hard week of 

work for those charged with keeping roads 
clear and travel safer during the recent spell 
of bad weather. Given the predictions of an-
other jolt of winter for this coming weekend, 
it doesn’t look like there will be much rest.

Along with the other key public-safety 
functions, keeping roads clear and passable, 
especially major thoroughfares, is a prime 
mission for local government and the lo-
cal operations of the state Department of 
Transportation.

It is something of a habit for those from 
areas much more accustomed to this kind 
of weather, and much better provisioned to 
handle it, to kvetch about the devastation 
even a small snowfall wreaks on schedules. 
And it is something of a habit among those 
who grew up in the “let it melt” era, when 
the towns pretty much shut down until the 
sun did the work, to not expect much.

This is changing, and for good reason 
— our community is not nearly as compact 
a place as it once was. Neighborhoods are 
more spread out and places of employment 
are scattered about as well. Employees and 
students at UNC are coming in from all di-
rections, and access in and out of the park-
and-ride lots is all the more critical.

Each storm is a learning experience. We 
now see much better pre-storm work on 
the roads and, for the most part, the recent 
storm showed that a better-coordinated ef-
fort between local and DOT crews can 
quickly free up the main roads.

But as many residents know, once we 
get to the secondary roads the record of re-
covery from a major winter event is spotty 
at best. On some roads, shady spots, areas 
with poor drainage and steep hills remain 
slick and hazardous long after the storm has 
passed. This is a long-standing problem that 
ought to be addressed.

The condition of the secondary roads 
is one of the key factors used to determine 
when schools reopen. Local commerce is 
also greatly affected when employees can’t 
get to work and customers can’t get to the 
stores and eateries. There is also a safety is-
sue: If you can’t get out of your neighbor-
hood, chances are that fire and EMS crews 
will have a hard time getting to you if you 
need them.

Some towns are much worse in this de-
partment than others. As many commuters 
learned this week when they got to Raleigh, 
having the interstates and highways clear 
doesn’t help if the roads are a mess not far 
off your exit.

Part of the task of dealing with the storms 
takes place long beforehand. Towns have to 
have the equipment, supplies and contin-
gency funds to adequately deal with storms 
and disasters.

But when the time comes, there has to be 
a willingness to see the job through. Scrimp-
ing on snow removal, clearing sidewalks and 
dropping extra sand on slick spots is penny-
wise and pound-foolish. Closed stores and 
businesses running on limited schedules 
means less revenue for the private and the 
public sectors.

We applaud all those who have been 
working steadily to free us from winter’s icy 
grip. And we encourage leaders in all towns 
of the Triangle to review plans and policies 
to see to it that the crews are well-equipped 
and well-staffed and fully supported in tak-
ing the fight well beyond the main roads.

Kudos
Thanks to all the restaurants, clubs, mu-

sicians and merchants who have rallied to do 
what they can to help the people of Haiti.

The events and the outpouring of do-
nations have shown the true heart of our 
community. Last week, Mediterranean Deli 
pledged a full day’s receipts and was packed 
from open to close. Hearts for Haiti are dot-
ting the interior of the Orange County So-
cial Club. Cat’s Cradle and Local 506 are 
hosting another round of benefits this week.
In addition to raising funds, these efforts 
serve as reminders that even though the di-
saster has moved off the front page the need 
for assistance has not waned.

Join CHPD	
for community 	
conversations

Chris Blue
Assistant Chief

Starting this weekend, the Cha-
pel Hill Police Department plans 
to undertake a unique approach 
to hear about our community’s 
expectations of us. Beginning on 
Feb. 6, we will hold a series of com-
munity conversations to hear how 
we are doing as an organization. 
Each session will last no more than 
two hours and will be managed by 
an outside facilitator. The input will 
be used to develop a strategic plan 
aimed at improving the commu-
nity-oriented policing program in 
Chapel Hill.

We’re hoping that residents, mer-
chants, students, and other commu-
nity stakeholders will attend one of 
the sessions to help us think about 
the following questions:

1. What first comes to mind 
when you think of the Chapel Hill 
Police Department?

2. In what ways is the Chapel 
Hill Police Department active in 
your community?

3. Are there additional ways you 
want the Chapel Hill Police De-
partment to serve your community?

4. If you think there is a gap be-
tween what you want from the Cha-
pel Hill Police Department and what 
you get, how can we work together to 
close that gap?

5. What else would you like the 
Chapel Hill Police Department to 
know or do?

The conversations will be held on 
the following dates at the locations 
shown below:
Saturday, Feb. 6, 10 a.m. — Cha-
pel Hill Public Library
Tuesday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m.             — 
United Church of Chapel Hill
Saturday, Feb. 13, 10 a.m. — St. 
Thomas More Catholic Church
Thursday, Feb. 18, 6 p.m. — Har-
graves Community Center

We hope that you will take 
advantage of one of these opportuni-
ties to let us know how we are doing 
as your police department and how 
we can better meet the expectations 
that you have for us. We invite you to 
join us in talking about our relation-
ship with the community and we 
are committed to renewing some of 
our long-held community relation-
ships and forging some new ones. If 
you would like to attend one of the 
public conversations, please RSVP to 
outreach@townofchapelhill.org

If you can’t attend, please send 
any comments to the same email 
address.

We hope that you will join us 
as we begin this important work. 
We’ll supply the coffee and dough-
nuts.

Carrboro misguided
It gives one pause: An alderman 

elected by the vote of less than 10 per-
cent of the Carrboro electorate gets a 
quarter-page in The Citizen (“Getting 
our bearings toward making things bet-
ter,” 1/28/10) to promote an agenda that 
has been discredited and whose perpe-
trators are in the process of losing their 
jobs and being prosecuted. It’s as if The 
Citizen thinks that the other 90 percent 
of Carrboro-ites might be interested in 
his outdated and mis-
guided opinion.

You have to love the 
irony of James Hansen 
being greeted in Chapel 
Hill by snow and tem-
peratures in the teens.... 
Despite revelations of 
data exclusion, data de-
struction, manipulation of simulations, 
suppression of conflicting hypotheses, 
just plain bad science and bad scientists 
just plain behaving badly and maybe 
even criminally, the new-ice-age/global-
warming/climate-change adherents 
continue to worship at the alter. My 
favorite finding of the stonewalled, 
manipulated data from NASA and 
James Hansen is: “It’s as if Minneapolis 
stopped reporting and its average tem-
perature was extrapolated from readings 
in St. Louis.” Ever been to Minneapolis 
in the winter?

As far as Carrboro’s record on the en-
vironment, let’s review:

Carrboro’s aldermen and women fi-
nally got cardboard into the recycling 
mix last year, but they continue picking 

up yard debris (otherwise known as 
composting material) and transferring 
it to the landfill, where it is turned into 
composting material and resold to the 
homeowner (who placed it on the street 
for pickup in the first place), who takes it 
back home. They are also proceeding to 
pave over as much of Carrboro as they 
can with unnecessary sidewalks and a 
paved path through the Adams Tract. 
They have successfully created a myriad 
of bicycle lanes that cyclists shun in pref-

erence of the roadway. Implementation 
of their “connectivity” policy results in 
less connectivity and more unnecessarily 
driven miles per year. And their idea of 
beautification is to populate the side of 
the roads with signs, signs, everywhere a 
sign; most of which are unnecessary and 
a distraction.

In a world where NASA is now 
a climate research organization and 
the Department of Transportation is 
providing funding for environmental 
projects, I guess it makes sense that 
Carrboro aldermen and women are the 
voices of environmentalism. I can’t wait 
for Transition Carrboro-Chapel Hill’s 
“big bang”; bound to be as trite and 
predictable as the clichés describing it.

Gordon Cook
Carrboro

Support group starting
I am the mother of a daughter 

who has fetal alcohol syndrome 
(FAS). Since adopting her 15 years 
ago, I have done everything that a 
mother can do to help her child, but 
our lives remain an incredible daily 
struggle. In this light, I am starting 
a support group in the Triangle to 
bring together other caregivers of 
children with FAS with the inten-
tion of meeting once a month.

It is my hope that 
we can not only help 
each other but also 
help educate the 
public about this 
problem that affects 
too many children 
worldwide, as well as 
in our own commu-

nity. FAS is often misdiagnosed or 
undiagnosed. FAS, which develops 
due to prenatal alcohol exposure, 
represents a cluster of symptoms 
often including developmental de-
lays, poor coordination, small mo-
tor-skill difficulties, impulsivity, 
mental retardation, short attention 
span, frequent “melt downs,” poor 
hygiene, learning difficulties, poor 
social skills and seizures, to name 
a few. 

You may contact me at kathyho-
telling@embarqmail.com or 265-
3390. Location and day/time of the 
group will be determined by the 
majority of interested caregivers.

Kathy Hotelling
Pittsboro

letters policy

Letters should be no more than 
425 words in length and must be 
accompanied by the author’s name, 
address and contact information.	
We will publish one letter per 
author per month. Lengthy letters 
written in longhand will mysteri-
ously become lost. Emailed letters 
are preferred. That said, send your 
letters to:

Letters to the editor	
Box 248 Carrboro, 
North Carolina 27510
Email:	
editor@carrborocitizen.com

Fax: 919-942-2195

letters

Budgets have never been tighter, we are told, 
yet local governments across North Carolina 
continue to spend hundreds of thousands of 

dollars to hire lobbyists in Washington 
to influence Congress, where people we elect 

are supposed to represent us.

“I can’t wait for Transition Carrboro-Chapel 
Hill’s “big bang”; bound to be as trite and 

predictable as the clichés describing it.”
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REAL ESTATE & CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED RATES $5.00/issue for up to 15 words. Words over 15: $0.35/word/issue.  

Place your classified ad online until MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

CITIZEN 
CLASSIFIEDS 

WORK
FOR  YOU!
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It was wrong for me to ever deny she was my daughter. - John Edwards, admitting that 
he fathered a child during an affair with a campaign worker.

108 Elm Street, Carrboro
Open House this Sunday, February 7, 2-4 pm 

Carrboro Classic 
Waiting for New Owner!  

Wendy Thompson, Broker
Tony Hall & Associates
919-608-0727

Location, location, location – you can’t get much closer to downtown Carrboro. Family room 
is open to the kitchen and there is a first floor bedroom. Two additional bedrooms upstairs. 

Sunroom has windows that overlook the private rear yard. All wood floors recently refinished. 
Detached garage would make great artist studio or workshop. $270,000.   

Call Wendy to arrange 
a private viewing. 

Open House Sunday, February 7, 2-4 PM

Mobile Home For 
Rent

WHY PAY MORE? Quiet park, 
2BR/2BA. Minutes from town/ cam-
pus. Call 929-2864. 

House for Rent
Walk To Farmers Market 4 
Bedroom, 2 bath house on Davie 
Rd. Excellent condition, all applianc-
es included. Large bedrooms with 
generous closet space. Patio, plenty 
of off street parking. Yard care pro-
vided. Lease and deposit. No pets 
please. Available for March. $2000/
mo. Lease and deposit. See picture 
and floor plan on web at CoolBlu-
eRentals.com. Other similar houses 
available for June. 605-4810 

Homes for Sale

18 ac on the haw river Up-
scale modular home has active & 
passive solar features-photo cells 
& south facing orientation-Retreat 
Center on property can provide in-
come or be guest home-walking 
trails, fields, gorgeous river views. 
$650,000 Weaver Street Realty 929-
5658 

Beautiful Farmhouse in beau-
tiful condition with updated kit, gor-
geous screened porch w/ skylites. 
Jotul woodstove, great shop/storage 
space, 60x30 fenced raised bed veg 
garden and charming fenced flower 
garden with slate paths. $270,000 
Weaver Street Realty 929-5658 

Canterbury TH Neat and tidy 
end unit! Freshly painted, cleaned 
carpets. Woodburning fireplace in 
the LR. Close to UNC and every-
where you want to be! You can hear 
the creek and don’t have to pay 
flood insurance. This unit is ready to 
go. $116,000 Weaver Street Realty 
929-5658 

Cobblestone Classic Hand-
some dentil trim, mantle, crown, 
wainscot. Easy to live contemporary 
or traditional. Excellent light with tall 
windows. Mostly hardwood floors, 
new paint, carpet. Wrap around 
porch. Level fenced yard, mature 
landscaping. private. Large shed for 
bikes, tools, work space. $313,500 
Weaver Street Realty 929-5658 

Cute Carrboro Cottage The 
cutest perfect little hideaway cot-
tage in town! Come experience the 
warmth of the Pine floors, the darling 
kitchen, and the tucked away bed-
room. Upstairs, you’ll discover the 
suprise bonus room using the cool 
narrow stairway. $189,000 Weaver 
Street Realty 929-5658 

RESERVE YOUR NEW SO-
LAR HOME Veridia Solar Com-
munity: brand new homes in Car-
rboro with net zero energy costs 
for under $300,000. $2500 will 
reserve yours now! Call 919-923-
1058. Bronwyn Merritt, Commu-
nity Realty. 

Sweet Contemp Cottage just 
south of Chapel Hill. New roof w/al-
gae resistant shingles, wood floors, 
great floorplan. Updated kitchen 
& appliance. Fenced backyard 
and minutes to UNC & bus stop. 
$199,000 Weaver Street Realty 929-
5658 

Office Space for 
Lease/Sale

office 
or retail space

204 W. Main St., ground floor. 700 
sq. ft. $1200/ month. Peck & Arti-
sans 368-6912.

Open office coop space 
available in downtown Carrboro. 
Peck and Artisans Building, 204 
W. Main St. Great light, hardwood 
floors. Easy walk from anywhere in 
old Carrboro. Artists, writers, de-
signers and small businesses are 
your office mates. $ 270.00/ month 
933-8485 

Wanted to Rent 
or Buy

Exchange HOUSES in car-
rbr? We’re downsizing! Need more 
house? Maybe we could buy each 
others.’ Ours: 2900sf 4BR 3.5bath, 
MIL unit, attic. Subdv w/ pool, McD 
Elm Yours: McD Mdl, 3br2bth. Hap-
pyFamilyNC@gmail.com 

Yard Sales
INdoor tag/yard sale Sun. 
2/7 MOVING! Antiques, furn. kitchen, 
tools, MORE! good stuff, cash only. 
911 New Hope Church Rd. off I-40 
10am-2pm snow cancellation 2/13 

Help Wanted

NICHE GARDENS Full-time 
retail position at nationally known 
nursery/grower. Weekends re-
quired. Also: full and part-time 
outdoor nursery work including 
retail sales, propagation and main-
tenance, shipping. Individuality 
and creativity a plus. Nursery or 
horticultural experience preferred. 
Email resumes to mail@nichegar-
dens.com or call 919-967-0078. 

Home Improvement
Michael edwards build-
ing & grading serving area for 25 
years, additions, rooms, kitchens, 
bathrooms, custom decks & porch-
es, we cover all your home improv-
ments roofing, painting, gutters, 
grading, hauling bobcat work call for 
your free estimate 933-5458 

Services
Yoga Instructor needed 
Carrboro Recreation and Parks De-
partment is looking for a Yoga in-
structor to teach classes to beginner 
and intermediate students. Classes 
are on Tuesday evenings from 6-
7pm (beginners) and 7:15-8:30pm 
(intermediates). Competitive pay for 
experienced, qualified instructors. 
Call 918-7372 for details. 

Wholistic facials Cori Roth, 
Licensed Esthetician(#E3914) & 
Certified Dr. Hauschka Estheti-
cian. Offering facials featuring 
lymph stimulation, aromathera-
peutic compresses, decollete mas-
sage and treatments designed for 
specific skin conditions. Very heal-
ing and relaxing. Gift Certificates 
available. Contact: 919-933-4748 
or www.divinerose.com 

Valentine’s Day-Massage 
Gifts $10 Off Gift Certificates. 
Intrinsic Touch Massage Therapy. 
New Clients receive an EXTRA 15 
min. (does not apply to GC’s) LMBT 
3732 www. IntrinsicTouchMassage.
com Carrboro Office Over 20 years 
experience. 619-0323 

Classes 
Instruction

Couples Massage 
Workshop

Learn How To Share Pleasurable 
Massage at Home. February 6, Car-
rboro. PleasureMechanics.com

FREE 
WEB
LISTING!

Your classified ad  will 
be published on our 
high-traffic website  
just as it appears in 

our printed version.

sell your stuff.
carrborocitizen.com/classifieds

Sat: 7am-Noon • Wed: 3:30-6:30pm 
Thurs/So. Village: 3:30-6:30pm

What’s at Market?
Check out what’s at the Carrboro 
Year-Round Farmers’ Market . . . 

New Item this Week: PARSLEY, 
sun-dried tomatoes, cornmeal, green onions, mus-
tard greens, rutabagas, creasy greens, totsoi, dill, 
cilantro, turnips, beets, carrots, cauliflower, celery, 
sweet potatoes, broccoli, lettuce, chard, radishes, 
turnip greens, shiitake mushrooms, green to-
matoes, sorrel, acorn squash, butternut squash, 
eggplant, delicate squash, tomatoes, beans, bell 
peppers, new potatoes, arugula, onions, wheat 
flour, garlic, salad mixes (spicy and non), collards, 
fresh herbs, kale, pecans, meats like goat, beef, 
pork, lamb, chicken, buffalo, and various specialty 
meats like liverwurst, bologna, hotdogs, etc, cow’s 
and goat’s milk cheeses, eggs, breads, doughnuts, 
tortes, pies, cakes, jams, and relishes.
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FLORA
from page 1

Tim was animated in 
describing the chang-
ing seasonal wonders 
of the woods path 
where he discovered 
the locked-in-ice sweet 
gum ball. I asked to 
see more images of 
his woods path. Tim’s 
close-to-the-ground 
perspective of the for-
est f loor in summer is 
now implanted in my 
head. The awesomeness 
of that view makes me 
realize that I don’t need 
to travel to a tropi-
cal rain forest to have 
Avatar-like experiences. 
As Yoon suggests, we 

merely need “to tap 
into our inner taxono-
mist to really see.”

I challenge us all to 
explore our local woods 
with new energy, taking 
time to really see. Take 
an Avatar walk.

Carrboro’s Adams 
Tract is so close to 
town that one would 
not expect to have 
an Avatar experience. 
But you can. Stand 
quietly in that stately 
pine forest and con-
template how the trees 
are all connected and 
related to other living 
components. Fur ther 
along the trail, stop and 
consider those giant 
oaks and hickories and 

maples; ponder how 
the skyward mingling 
limbs are descriptive 
of interactions. Settle 
yourself on the ground 
for a few minutes at the 
edge of one of those 
patches of evergreen 
ferns. What is their role 
on the forest f loor and 
how many other differ-
ent plants can you f ind 
with them? Down along 
Bolin Creek, sit with li-
chen and moss-covered 
boulders with wildf low-
ers and tree seedlings 
clinging to crevices. 

All around, look up 
and down and “take in 
the heart-stopping won-
der of really seeing the 
living world.”

An Avatar view of a local swamp forest. 	 Photo by Tim Stambaugh

A thousand words
by Jock Lauterer
Do you have an important old photo that you value? Send your 300 dpi scan 
to jock@email.unc.edu and include the story behind the picture. Because 
every picture tells a story. And its worth? A thousand words.

A
nne Edwin got a pleasant surprise on the morning of Jan. 28, when a couple 
of family members, friends and neighbors at Chapel Hill’s Adelaide Walters 
Apartments gathered to celebrate her 99th bir thday. Carrboro Citizen photo-
journalist Ava Barlow also dropped by to snap the festivities and catch Roy 
Carlton wishing her a happy bir thday. Mrs. Edwin moved to Chapel Hill in 

2002 from Largo, Fla. to live near a niece, and has made many friends here. They describe 
her as a “fashion plate” who loves shopping and wearing beautiful clothing. As 84-year-old 
party organizer Claudia Cannady put it, “Her appearance doesn’t indicate her age, and 
neither does her involvement with her neighbors.” Another well-wisher at the party said, 
“Anne, you give us all something to live up to.” 

Surprise Party at 99

Eco Green CleanEco Green Clean
Green cleaning 
for your home! 
Local, independent, reliable, 
references upon request. 
10 years experience, all green 
cleaning products. 

919-208-6669

Green cleaning 
for your home! 
Local, independent, reliable, 
references upon request. 
10 years experience, all green 
cleaning products. 

919-208-6669
New Clients Get 25% Off - Call For Details

1101 Dawson Road, Chapel Hill, NC 27516 • www.doggiespa.com
phone: 919.932.4738     fax: 919.932.4736

Redefining the Entire Boarding Experience.®

From Bean to Cup
Handcrafted  

Coffee Roasting  
with Experience  

and Passion

• Coffee Delivery 
• Equipment  
• Training
•  Consulting  
& More

www.carrborocoffee.com • 919-968-4760 • carrborocoffee@hotmail.com
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Miel Bon Bons
Mulberry Silks
The Painted Bird
Panzanella
Rita’s Italian Ices
Sofia’s
Stephen White Gallery
Townsend, Bertram & Co.
Weaver St. Market & Café
Wootini

200 North Greensboro Street in Carrboro  
at the corner of Weaver Street  carrmillmall.com

Carr Mill Mall

Discover  
the Heart of Carrboro

Rr

Ali Cat
The Bead Shop

Carrboro Yoga Co.
CvS

DSI Comedy Theater
Elmo’s Diner

Fedora
Fleet Feet

Harris Teeter
Head Over Heels

Jewelworks

 

buy local.
support your local advertiser.

climate 
from page 1

The university released a Cli-
mate Action Plan in September 
of last year. It’s near-term strat-
egy called for replacing 20 per-
cent of coal with torrefied wood 
or another coal substitute.

And while the plan, and the 
fact that the school had devel-
oped a strategy, drew praise, en-
vironmentalists raised concerns 
that it did not go far enough.

Hansen said the focus on coal 
makes sense because of how dirty 
a fuel it is and the degradation 
that’s been caused by mining 
practices — especially moun-
taintop removal in Appalachia 
— and because much cleaner 
alternatives are available.

“Global climate change,” he 
said, “”is an issue of intergenera-
tional injustice.”

The United States, he said, 
must be a leader among devel-
oped countries in ending coal 
use.

“We really need to take the 
lead in phasing out coal, and our 
universities should be taking the 
lead in that,” Hansen said.

Hansen was on campus as 
part of a speaking tour on cli-
mate change.

Prior to his visit, UNC Chan-
cellor Holden Thorp announced 
a new 35-member energy task 
force headed up by Tim Toben, 
who is developing the Green-
bridge project and is chair of the 
state’s Energy Policy Council.

The task force has been 

charged with evaluating UNC’s 
carbon-reduction plans and 
learning what other universities 
are doing.

Hansen said he was encour-
aged by the new task force.

“I am heartened that the uni-
versity is responding in a positive 
way,” he said.

 Photo by KIRK ROSS

José Rial from UNC’s Department of Geosciences talks about the effect 
of climate change on the arctic glaciers he’s studying.

Photo by AVA BARLOW


