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This Weekend
Friday 
50% Chance of  Precip 
68/32 °F

SaTurday 
0% Chance of  Precip 
48/28 °F 

Sunday 
0% Chance of  Precip 
54/32 °F

By Rose Laudicina
Staff Writer

The term “yarn bombing” invokes im-
ages of brightly colored balls of yarn fall-
ing from the sky, unraveling over buildings 
and sidewalks, covering the metal, cement 
and glass structures of a town in a cozy, 
comfy knit. 

In reality, this is a pretty accurate de-
scription. 

Yarn bombing, also known as guerrilla 
knitting or graffiti knitting, is the art of 
taking objects in public spaces, from trees 
to bike racks, and covering them in knitted 
yarn creations. 

While this is an international move-
ment – Magda Sayeg of Houston is said to 
have been the founder, in 2005, and June 
11 of last year marked the first internation-
al yarn bombing day – it has only just now 
found its way to Carrboro on a large scale. 

Carrboro residents woke up Saturday 
morning to find a bit more color and yarn 
around town, encasing water fountains, 
pillars at Carrboro Town Hall and even 
a knitted sign on a bench proclaiming, “I 
love knitting.” 
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Way over there in 
the watercress patch 

Last week down in Saxapahaw 
during the 30th anniversary cele-
bration of the Haw River Assem-
bly, local musician and songwriter 
Tim Stambaugh excitedly said to 
me, “It’s watercress time again.” 
Tim, an enthusiastic explorer of 
our local nature, has been an an-
nual visitor to a watercress patch 
in Battle Forest in the center of 
Chapel Hill. 

Watercress, Nasturtium of-
ficinale, requires clear running 
water, something unusual these 
days. Though watercress is fairly 
common in parts of Virginia and 
north, it is only occasionally en-
countered throughout our state. 
I’ve seen it in the wild very few 
times.

Hearing about that watercress 
patch hidden away at the bottom 
of one of those Battle Forest 
slopes set me off searching for it 
with walking buddies Brian and 
Tony.

What a treasure to have near-
by the 93-acre Battle Park with 
trails managed by the N.C. Bo-
tanical Garden as part of UNC. 
The forest of Battle Park is 
further extended via the Chapel 
Hill Greenway Battle Branch Trail 
connecting it to the Community 
Center on Estes Drive. That’s 
the easiest parking access to the 
park during weekdays, and that’s 
where we began our search. 

It’s a 10-15 minute easy walk 
from there through impressive 
thickets of invasive exotics to 
arrive at one of the Garden’s 
helpful information kiosks where 
Copperhead Curve Trail crosses 
Battle Branch Creek.

Other entry-point interpretive 
kiosks are located at the For-
est Theater, at the intersection 
of Gimghoul Road and Glandon 
Drive and along Park Place.

With interpretive guide and 
map in hand, it’s easy to marvel

FLORA By Ken Moore

Watercress has deeply lobed leaves typical of the 
mustard family.

PHOTO By KEN MOORE

SEE  fLoRa  PAGE 10

increased need, decreased support
RecentLy . . . 

By VALARIE SCHWARTz

According to the N.C. Center for Nonprofits, Cha-
pel Hill and Carrboro support 75 nonprofit agencies. 
A few of them are foundations that provide funding, 
and some are entertainment-based, but many were es-
tablished to meet serious needs that might otherwise 
go unmet. 

Those agencies rely heavily upon state and federal 

funding to keep their doors open. With the recession, 
funding has been cut as the need for services has in-
creased. 

Among the 500,000-plus government jobs cut 
since the recession began in 2007 are grant managers 
who handle the money that goes to nonprofits. Many 
agencies are paid on a reimbursement plan, where they 
are promised money to be used for specific needs after 
they submit paperwork proving proper usage. But the 
remaining grant managers are overburdened. Execu-
tive directors calling to inquire about late compensa-

tion are frequently and repeatedly told their report has 
been lost and asked to resubmit. 

Some funders have developed roadblocks to pay-
ment inthe form of excessive oversight, including 
site visits, monthly and quarterly reports, manda-
tory trainings throughout the year for staff and 
the board of directors, required audits and a full 
review of an agency’s accounting files. There are 
also demands for collaboration with other agencies.  

SEE  RecentLy  PAGE 9

cH to consider 
cell phone law 
By susan dickson
Staff Writer

cHaPeL HiLL – Furthering its con-
sideration of a ban on cell phone use 
while driving, the Chapel Hill Town 
Council on Monday voted 7-2 to 
schedule possible action for March 12. 

Council members Matt Czajkows-
ki and Gene Pease cast the dissent-
ing votes, expressing concerns about 
preemption and the enforceability of 
such an ordinance. 

The ordinance, which was drafted 
by Town Attorney Ralph Karpinos, 
would prohibit the use of cell phones 
or any additional technology, like 
cameras or music players, while oper-
ating a car. The ordinance proposes a 
$25 fine for violation.

Under the ordinance as drafted, a 
driver could not be cited for violating 
the ordinance unless an officer had 
cause to stop the driver for a violation 
of another law. For example, a driver 
could not be stopped simply for using 

a cell phone while driving, but a driver 
who ran a stop sign while using a cell 
phone could be cited for both the traf-
fic violation and using a phone while 
driving.

The ordinance would not apply to 
drivers using a phone to communicate 
with emergency officials in an emer-
gency situation or to drivers commu-
nicating with their parents, children, 
legal guardians or spouses.

Karpinos said he included the ex-
ceptions in the proposed ordinance 
because he felt they would give it a 
better chance of being upheld if chal-
lenged. At issue is whether the ordi-
nance could be preempted by state 
law, Karpinos said, adding that he felt 
he could make a reasonable argument 
against preemption.

Karen Turner, an Asheville resi-
dent whose brother was killed in an 
accident involving a driver who was 
texting, traveled to Chapel Hill to 

aldermen, friends 
spar over library site
By susan dickson
Staff Writer

caRRBoRo – Discussion grew heat-
ed Tuesday night between members of 
the Carrboro Board of Aldermen and 
the Friends of the Carrboro Branch 
Library as the groups squared off on 
criteria for siting a library in Carrboro. 

The Orange County Board of 
Commissioners have asked the board 
of aldermen to review criteria for sit-
ing a southwest Orange County li-
brary in Carrboro. Carrboro has a 
county library within the McDougle 
School, but community members 
have long advocated for a freestanding 
library, citing concerns with the vis-
ibility of the library and limited hours 
of operation. 

Members of the board of alder-
men have said their top priorities for 
a library site are accessibility via pub-
lic transit, walkability and bikeability, 
and that they would like to solicit 
community input earlier in the pro-
cess than proposed by the county. 

The county’s proposed criteria 
stipulate that proposed library sites 
go through three phases of screening 
to ensure selection of the best possible 
site. Phase one considers visibility, 
long-term functionality and acces-
sibility; phase two, centrality/direct 
benefits, site conditions/sustainability 
and reasonable cost; and phase three, 
critique of the site by stakeholders, 
lease vs. purchase and the possibility 
of partnerships.

Alex Brown, president of the 
Friends, said that too many changes 
to the county’s proposed criteria could 
be seen as obstructive to the process 
and urged the board to move quickly.

“This will be a county project paid 
for by county taxpayers, but you will 
have plenty of input,” she said. “If you 
want the county to build a library in 
Carrboro, please, tell them you’re fine 
with their criteria.” 

Mayor Mark Chilton said he 
strongly disagreed with what the

SEE  ceLL PHones  PAGE 7

SEE  LandfiLL  PAGE 7 SEE  tRacking  PAGE 10

SEE  LiBRaRy  PAGE 7

By Rose Laudicina
Staff Writer 

In a unanimous decision on Tues-
day, the Orange County Board of 
Commissioners set June 30, 2013, as 
the date to close the county landfill, 
giving the county and its municipali-
ties 16 months to determine what to 
do with their trash. 

The decision was met with loud 
cheers and applause from the stand-
ing-room-only crowd at the commis-
sioners’ meeting. 

The county commissioners decided 
in October 2011 not to pursue an op-
tion that could extend the life of the 
landfill, thereby ensuring its closure in 
2013. But to make it official, they had 
to pick a date. 

The next step for the county is to 
determine what to do with its trash. 

Also on Tuesday, the board voted 
unanimously to take a proposed site at 
the northwest corner of the intersec-
tion of I-40 and N.C. 86 off the table 
for consideration as a waste transfer 
station site.

“It is clear to me and clear to the 
board that Orange County needs 
to have a real discussion about what 
happens with Orange County’s solid 
waste,” Commissioner Valerie Foush-
ee said. 

“We need to engage with the towns 
and the university and talk about 
where our trash goes,” she said. 

At the assembly of governments 
meeting in January, commissioners 
told the Hillsborough, Chapel Hill 
and Carrboro governing boards of 
their intention to begin trucking the 
county’s trash to the Durham waste 
transfer station as a temporary solu-

tion. 
This suggestion was met with-

fervent opposition from both Cha-
pel Hill and Carrboro, while Hill-
sborough was in favor of the idea. 

Carrboro Mayor Mark Chilton 
came to the meeting with his own 
proposal, and asked commissioners to 
look at siting a waste transfer station 
in Orange County at the I-40/N.C. 
86 site.

Before the commissioners voted to 
look into this site, they heard from nu-
merous residents voicing their opposi-
tion to Chilton’s plan. 

“I was shocked to hear Mayor 
Chilton offering up a site outside of 
his jurisdiction and in the rural buf-
fer,” Marilee McTigue told the board 
on Tuesday. 

“The rural parts of our county 
are not vacant lands waiting for 
the municipalities to come break

eLections  
see page 3

tRacking tRasH
With the Orange County land-

fill now officially set to close in June 
2013, the Orange County Board of 
Commissioners has chosen to truck 
the county’s trash to a waste trans-
fer station in Durham. 

Although billed as a temporary 
solution, Carrboro and Chapel 
Hill officials are unhappy with 
the decision, expressing concern 
about having no control over where 
the trash is dumped after leav-
ing Durham. The municipalities 
have not yet decided whether they 
too will contract with Durham. 

Chapel Hill Town Council mem-
ber Penny Rich said she is concerned 
that trash trucked outside county 
lines could be dumped in someone 
else’s backyard, creating environ-
mental and health hazards Orange 

Landfill closure confirmed
Transfer station site rejected

Yarn bombing hits Carrboro 

SEE  yaRn BomB  PAGE 7

yarn bombs took over downtown Carrboro on Saturday, with colorful creations covering everything from benches 
and columns to water fountains and handrails. Here, yarn bombs dress up a crepe myrtle and a sculpture near the 
intersection of Greensboro and Weaver streets.  PHOTO By ALICIA STEMPER
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catscradle.com H 919.967.9053 H 300 E. Main StrEEt H carrboro
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order tix online at etix.com  H   we serve carolina brewery beer on tap!H   we are a non-smoking club

th 2/23 corey smith 
w/the piedmont 

boys**($15/$20)

fr 2/24 saul williams 
w/cx kidronik**($15/$17)

Sa 2/25 martin sexton 
w/rayland baxter**($20/$23)

th 3/1 heartless bastards 
w/the fling and flesh 

wounds**($14/$16)

fr 3/2 cynamatik 03 
wild kingdoM ravE!

Sa 3/3 fun. Sold out! 
w/sleeper agent 

Su 3/4 cults**($15/$17) 
w/mrs. magician 

tu 3/6**($20/$23)  
boyce avenue 

w/secondhand serenade
fr 3/9 fanfarlo 

**($15) w/young man
Sa 3/10**($12/$14) 

good old war 
w/belle brigade, 

family of the year 
and willy mason

tu 3/13**($20/$25; $10 for kidS) 
club bellydance

wE 3/14 yellow 
dubmarine**($10/$12) 

th 3/15**($20/$23) gomez 
w/hey rosetta!

fr 3/16the devil makes 
three w/phillip 
roebuck**($14/$16)

Sa 3/17**($12/$14) bowerbirds 
w/mandolin orange

tu 3/20 the infamous 
stringdusters  

w/levi lowrey**($12/$15)

wEd 3/21 neon indian 
w/purity ring**($12/$14)

fr 3/23 youth lagoon 
w/dana buoy**($13/$15)

Sa 3/24 caltrop (cd rElEaSE) 
w/pipe, black skies, dave 

heumann 
(of arborEtuM)**($5/$7)

Su 3/25 john mark 
mcmillan w/songs of 

water, jude moses**($12/$15) 

tu 3/27**($15) 
dom kennedy

fr 3/30 toubab krewe w/
marco benevento**($15)

Sa 3/31 orquesta 
gardel**($10/$12)

Su 4/1 the naked 
and famous 
w/vacationer 

and now now**($15)

tu 4/3 delta spirit 
w/waters**($12/$14)

wE 4/4 of montreal 
w/loney dear 

and kishi bashi**($17)

th 4/5 breathe carolina 
and 

the ready set 
w/ashland high, matt 
toka, romance on a 
rocketship**($15/$18)

fr 4/6 alabama 
shakes**($12/$15) 

on SalE fri 2/24

Sa 4/7 doublE albuM rElEaSE! 
midtown dickens 

& kairaba**($5)

Mo 4/9**($20) the budos band 
and charles bradley & 
his extraordinaires 

wE 4/11 and th 4/12  
two ShowS! 

the magnetic 
fields**($25/$28) 

w/devotchka (acouStic)

fri 4/13 daily Show co-crEator! 
lizz winstead**($22/$25)

Sa 4/14 cd rElEaSE! 
mipso trio 

**($10; includES cd!)

Su 4/15 "SEriouSly tripping tour" 
devin the dude 

w/coughee brothaz 
**($13/$15) on SalE fri 2/24

tu 4/17 mickey hart 
band**($29/$32) 

wE 4/18 kina grannis 
**($15/$17)

th 4/19 drive-by 
truckers**($25/$28)

fr 4/20 albuM rElEaSE party! 
lost in the trees**($15)

Sa 4/21 say anything,  
kevin devine, 
& more**($17/$20) 

Su 4/22 drew holcomb 
**($12/$15)

tu 4/24 trampled 
by turtles 

w/william elliott 
whitmore**($18/$20)

fr 4/27 the old 
ceremony**($10/$12)

Mo 4/30 grouplove 
w/company of thieves 

**($15/$18) on SalE fri 2/24

fr 5/4 beats antique 
w/laura low (dj 
laura)**($15/$18)

Sa 5/5 beach house**($20)

tu 5/8 active child/  
balam acab**($10/$12) 
w/superhumanoids

fr 5/11**($15)  
the gourds

Sa 5/12 spiritualized 
**($18/$21)

fr 5/18 thrice, animals as 
leaders**($19/$22)  

on SalE thu 3/1 @ noon

wE 5/23 st. vincent 
**($17/$20)  

fr 5/25 yann tiersen 
w/piano chat**($18/$20)

Mo 6/11 two door  
cinema club 

w/clap your hands say 
yeah and bad veins**($21.50/$24)

alSo prESEnting
local 506 (chapel hill)
fr 2/24 other lives w/wim

Su 2/26 soul khan w/j swiss 

and brody & choch
Sa 3/3 craig finn 

w/marcellus hall 
& the hostages

Su 3/25 frontier ruckus 
and hoots & hellmouth

fr 3/30 john wesley 
harding, rick moody 

and joe pernice
Su 4/1 wheeler brothers /

boheme
Sa 5/26 rocky votolato 

w/callmekat
Su 5/27 parlotones

haw river ballroom
(saxapawhaw)

fr 5/11 archers of loaf 
w/pipe

paGe aUDiToriUm
(DUKe UNiversiTY)

tu 5/15 m ward 
w/lee ranaldo 

tickets @ page aud box 
office

The casbah (DUrham)
fr 4/20 eleanor 
friedberger 

w/hospitality

Sa 4/21 amy ray w/kaia wilson

liNcolN TheaTre (ral)
fr 3/9  the war 
on drugs and 

white rabbits 
prESEntEd in aSSociation with hopScotch

KiNGs (raleiGh)
Sa 2/25 justin robinson 

and the mary annettes 
cd release show 
w/birds & arrows

th 5/3 black joe lewis & 
the honeybears

NiGhTliGhT (chapel hill)
Su 2/26 tristen
tu 2/28 zee avi 
w/curtis eller

Sa 3/17 rosie thomas 
w/bhi bhiman

wE 3/21 miniature tigers, 
geographer,  

the chain gang of 1974, 
pretty & nice.

The arTsceNTer (carr)
tu 4/3 kimya dawson 

w/paleface and 
your heart breaks

NeiGhborhooD TheaTer
 (charloTTe)

fr 4/6 we were promised 
jetpacks w/bad veins 

for ticket info: 
neighborhoodtheatre.com

moTorco (DUrham)
Sa 4/7 we were promised 

jetpacks
Sa 4/14 lambchop

wE 4/18 ! ! ! and  
shabazz palaces

memorial aUDiToriUm
 (raleiGh)

th 5/3 feist 
w/timber timbre tix via 

ticketmaster & memorial 
auditorium box office

solD 
oUT

sa 3/3 craig finn 
local 506 (ch)

Th 3/1 
heartless bastards

sa 2/25 
martin 
sextonsU 3/4 

cults

sU 2/26 
soul 
khan 
local 

506 (ch)

we 3/21 
neon 

indian we 4/4 of montreal

FILM SCHEDULE FEb 24 - Mar 1

Fri, Feb 24 only -  
RETROFANTASMA FILM SERIES: 
CHILD’S PLAY & IT’S ALIVE  
starting at 7:00

THE ARTIST 
Nightly 7 & 9:15 | Sat & Sun Mats 2 & 4:15

OSCAR SHORTS: Animation 
Nightly 7:15 Sat & Sun Mats 1:45 & 3:15

OSCAR SHORTS: Live Action 
Nightly 9:00 | Sat & Sun Mats 4:45

caRoLina tHeatRe 
of duRHam
309 W. Morgan St., 560-3030

Child’s Play (Friday only); It’s Alive 
(Friday only); Oscar Shorts: Anima-
tion; Oscar Shorts: Live Action; The 
Artist

cHeLsea tHeateR
Timberlyne, 1129 Weaver Dairy 
Road, 968-3005

A Dangerous Method; The Artist; 
Pina

tHe Lumina
Southern Village, 932-9000

The Artist; Safe House; This Means 
War; The Vow; Wanderlust

RegaL timBeRLyne 6
120 Banks Drive, 933-8600

Act of Valor; Ghost Rider: Spirit of 

Vengeance; Safe House; Star Wars: 
Episode 1– The Phantom Menace 
3D; This Means War; Tyler Perry’s 
Good Deeds 

tHe VaRsity
123 E. Franklin St., 967-8665

Contraband; Joyful Noise; We 
Bought a zoo; Sherlock Holmes: A 
Game of Shadows

moVie Listings We suggest you call for exact show times. all listings start friday.

tHuRsday feB 23  
cat’s cradle: Corey Smith, The 
Piedmont Boys. 9pm. $15/20
the cave: EARLy: Jonny Gilmore 
LATE:  Mangosteen, Mandy and The 
Bandits

century center: Joe Woodson, 
Paul Rosenberg. 12pm. Free

city tap: Constellation. 8:30pm

the depot: Shamu Garcon. 8pm

Linda’s Bar and grill: Robert 
Griffin. 8:30pm

Local 506: A Haunted Mantra, 
Polygons, Naomi Wise. 9pm. $5

nightlight: The Ends, Sunshine 
Riot. 9:30pm. $5

southern Rail: Brad Maiani Trio, 
Underhill Rose

unc student union: Carolina 
Jazz Festival . 9am. Free

fRiday feB 24
artscenter: John McCutcheon. 
8:30pm

cat’s cradle: Saul Williams, CX 
Kidtronik. 8pm. $15/17

the cave: EARLy: Fairest Flower, 
Some Clowns LATE: LUD, Midway 
Charmers 

city tap: Tommy Edwards. 9pm

the depot: Be The Moon. 
8:30pm

kenan music Building: Carolina 
Jazz Festival. 4pm Free

the kraken: Sentenza. 9pm

Local 506: Other Lives, Wim. 
9pm. $10/12

memorial Hall: Christian McBride 
and Inside Straight. 8pm. $15

nightlight: Synergy, T-Buck, Sym-
biotik, AudioRush, Shatta. 9:30pm. 
$10

open eye cafe: Kri and Hettie. 
8pm

southern Rail: Alex Bowers and 
Friends. 7:30pm

united church of chapel Hill: 
Organ Concert with Alexander 
Anderson. 7:30pm. Donation 
requested

satuRday feB 25
cat’s cradle: Martin Sexton, 
Rayland Baxter. 8pm. $20/23

the cave: EARLy: Too Much Fun 
LATE: Climb Jacobs Ladder

cH underground: Country 
Bears, Swordmaster of Ginaz, Flesh 
Wounds. 9:30pm

city tap: Mysti Mayhem. 9pm

the depot: Justin Johnson. 
8:30pm

Hill Hall: Carolina Jazz Festival. 
8pm. Free

internationalist Books: Shamb-
hala, Completely Off Balance, Mas-
sive Malfunction. 8pm 

kenan music Building: Carolina 
Jazz Festival. 2pm. Free

the kraken: Long Haired Kid. 
9pm

Local 506: Big Pooh, King Mez, 
Drique London. 10pm. $10

nightlight: Bitter Resolve, Thor-
lock, Systems, Grohg. 9:30pm. $5

open eye cafe: Chris Wimberley. 
8pm

southern Rail: Mr. Billy. 7pm

sunday feB 26
the cave: LATE: Gina Holsopple, 
Leland Sundries

chapel in the Pines: Avante. 
4pm

Hill Hall: Timothy Sparks, tenor, 
and Thomas Otten, piano. 3pm. 
Free

Local 506: Soul Khan, Jswiss, Brody 
and Choch. 9pm. $10

nightlight: Tristen. 9pm. $6/8

southern Rail: Mahalo Jazz. 5pm

tuesday feB 28
the cave: EARLy: Parafilm LATE: 

Blackfoot Gypsies

nightlight: zee Avi, Curtis Eller. 
9pm. $10

southern Rail: Michael Rank, 
Marck E Smith. 9:30pm

Wednesday feB 29
the cave: LATE: George Wash-
ington’s Horse

nightlight: Lil Iffy. 9:30pm. $5

southern Rail: Gmish Klezmer 
Band. 7pm; Unwind Rebirth. 10pm

tHuRsday maRcH 1 
cat’s cradle: Heartless Bastards, 
The Fling, Flesh Wounds. 9pm. 
$14/16
the cave: LATE: Drunken Prayer, 
Turchi

the depot: Dawn Michelle 
Williams. 

the fRank: Danielle Koppel. 
6:30pm

Hill Hall: Richard Luby, violin, and 
Clara yang, piano. 7:30pm. Free

Linda’s Bar and grill: Robert 
Griffin. 8:30pm

Local 506: Tripp, Virgins, Morning 
Brigade. 9pm. $5

nightlight: Allies Emerge, Black 
Ashleys. 9:30pm. $5

southern Rail: Titanium Rex. 
11pm

fRiday maRcH 2
cat’s cradle: Wild Kingdom 
Rave. 8pm $10/20 party packs
the cave: EARLy: Turntable 
Graveyard LATE: Twilighter, New 
Town Drunks

the depot: Blue52. 8pm

the flowjo: Crystal Bright and 
The Silver Hands

the kraken: Drunken Prayer, 
Rootzie. 8:30pm

Local 506: Dexter Romwebber 
Duo, Orbo and The Longshots. 
9:30pm. $7/9

nightlight: Butterflies, Vibrant 
Green, Phil Cook and His Feat. 
9:30pm. $5

southern Rail: Alex Bowers and 
Friends. 7:30pm; Keaton Lange and 
the Quite Fantastics.10pm; Tommy 
Gunz 11:45pm

satuRday maRcH 3 
cat’s cradle: Fun, Sleeper Agent. 
9pm. $17/19

the depot: Country Bob and The 
Ruckus. 8:30pm

the flowjo: Crystal Bright and 
The Silver Hands

Local 506: Craig Finn, Marcellus 
Hall. 8:30pm. $12/14

nightlight: Unholy Tongues, 
Monoslang. 10pm. $5

southern Rail: Windy City Slim 
and the Sunny Land Rhythm Kings. 
6pm

music caLendaR sPotLigHt: undeRHiLL Rose

The all-female trio from Asheville Underhill Rose will mark Carrboro with their remarkable bluegrass ballads 
tonight (Thursday), Feb. 23, at The Station. The band’s unique sound melts together country roots and an 
Americana flair to leave listeners’ ears truly soothed. Underhill Rose blends heartaching vocals and the best 
banjo-picking to create a must-see performance. Come out to support some of Asheville’s finest artists.

Underhill Rose goes on at 10 p.m., preceded by the Brad Maiani Trio at 7. 

 

oRange county animaL seRVices — If you 
want a sweet and 
beautiful addition to 
your home, look no 
further! Melvin is 
a gorgeous orange cat 
who is around 3 years 
old and just adorable 
in every way. This laid 
back boy is friendly, 
but not pushy. And 
has the most beautiful 
pale-green eyes you’ve 
ever seen. you won’t find another this great for some time! Visit him 
today at Orange County Animal Services, 1601 Eubanks Road, Chapel 
Hill. you can also see him and other adoptable animals online at www.
co.orange.nc.us/animalservices/adoption.asp

pet of the week

UNC CeNter for the StUdy of the AmeriCAN SoUth preSeNtS:

THE LOVING STORY 
film SCreeNiNg, pANel diSCUSSioN ANd SympoSiUm.

Thursday-Friday, March 1 & 2

P
FILM SCREENING/PANEL DISCUSSION
thUrSdAy, mArCh 1 At the VArSity theAter, ChApel hill.  
free for UNC StUdeNtS, $4 for geNerAl pUbliC.
7 PM – SCREENING OF THE LOVING STORY, a documentary that 
examines the drama, history, and current state of interracial marriage and 
tolerance in the united states. short-listed for an academy award for best 
documentary film. Part of the ackland Museum Film Forum and the center’s 
southern Film series.

8:30 PM – PANEL DISCUSSION. Moderator - Gene Nichol, uNc 
Professor of Law and director of the center on Poverty, Work & 
Opportunity. Panelists: Edward ayers, president of the university of 
richmond and distinguished historian, and Mark anthony Neal, professor of 
african and african-american studies, duke university.

SYMPOSIUM 
fridAy, mArCh 2 At hyde hAll, UNC iNStitUte for the ArtS ANd hUmANitieS. 
registration required: please call 962-5665 or register online at uncsouth.org.

scholars and filmmakers will discuss the film from historical, legal, and 
cultural perspectives.

9:30-10:30 AM - HISTORY'S SHADOw: SLAVERY AND STATUS
Moderator: anna Krome-Lukens, Ph.d. candidate in history, uNc. Panelists: 
Edward ayers, president of the university of richmond and distinguished 
historian, Grace hale, professor of history, university of Virginia, and 
shannon Eaves, Ph.d. candidate in history, uNc.

10:45-11:45 AM  -  LAw AND THE COLOR LINE
Moderator: david Palmer, lecturer in history, uNc. Panelists: George 
La Noue, professor of political science and public policy, university of 
Maryland-Baltimore county, robin Lenhardt, professor of law, Fordham 
university, and Eric Muller, uNc distinguished Professor of Law.

12 NOON -1 PM  -  LUNCH
Filmmakers Nancy Buirski and Elisabeth James will speak about making the 
film.

1:00-2:00 PM  -  LOVING AND SURVIVAL: ExILE AND PLACE
Moderator: ali Neff, Ph.d. candidate in communication studies, uNc. 
Panelists: Tom rankin, director of the duke university center for 
documentary studies, William andrews, uNc senior associate dean and 
professor of English, and Juan Logan, uNc professor of art.

962-5665 | uncsouth.org
the loViNg Story ANd thiS SympoSiUm Are SUpported by A mAjor grANt 

from the NAtioNAl eNdowmeNt for the hUmANitieS.

send it to us at:  
news@carrborocitizen.comgot news?

your local newspaper since 2007
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Briefs
charter school community meetings

The board of the Howard & Lillian Lee Scholars Charter School, 
a charter school proposed for Chapel Hill-Carrboro, will hold com-
munity information meetings today (Thursday) and Tuesday from 4 
to 7 p.m. at the Maple View Agricultural Education Center. 

The board is looking into the possibility of opening a public char-
ter elementary school in the area, and the State Board of Education 
is set to make a decision on the school on Wednesday. For more 
information, call (866) 642-3676. 

chapel Hill 2020 meeting today
Chapel Hill 2020 will host a community-planning meeting to-

day (Thursday) from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Estes Hills Elementary 
School. 

The community is urged to attend in order to participate in the 
development of a new comprehensive plan that will guide the town’s 
future. Meeting materials are available at chapelhill2020.org. 

oWasa blood drive
OWASA will sponsor an American Red Cross blood drive from 

11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Friday in the Community Room of the 
OWASA Administration Building 

Donors must be in general good health, have photo identifica-
tion, weigh at least 110 pounds and be at least 17 years old or 16 years 
old with parental consent. 

To schedule an appointment, visit redcrossblood.org. 

carrboro loose-leaf collection ends 
Carrboro’s residential loose-leaf collection service will end on 

March 2. 
Leaves may be bagged as of March 5 and placed at the curbside 

for pickup according to residents’ normal waste-collection schedule. 
The town will pick up no more than eight plastic bags or an unlim-
ited number of paper bags filled with leaves per household. 

casa celebrates anniversary 
CASA, a nonprofit housing development and property manage-

ment company, will celebrate its 20th anniversary on Friday at the 
Carrboro Century Center. 

The mission of CASA is to create affordable housing and op-
portunities for successful living, focusing on housing persons of low 
wealth and those with disabilities. In the organization’s 20 years of 
operation, CASA has built or renovated nearly 300 housing units in 
Orange, Durham and Wake counties.  

The event, also a celebration of CASA’s recent purchase of the 
Club Nova apartments in Carrboro, will run from 9:45-11 a.m.

seven-story project proposed for mLk
By susan dickson
Staff Writer

CHAPeL HILL – A new plan is in 
the works for a seven-story stu-
dent-housing development at 602 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., the 
current site of Central Park Apart-
ments. 

The Chapel Hill Town Coun-
cil heard preliminary plans for 
the project during a concept plan 
review Monday night. Trinitas 
Multi-Family Development, a 
company based in Lafayette, Ind., 
that specializes in student-housing 
development, proposes about 
428,000 square feet of floor area 
in four seven-story buildings on 
9.1 acres. The proposal includes 
319 two- to four-bedroom apart-
ments, 200 parking spaces and 
amenities including a pool and fit-

ness center. 
If the project is approved, the 

three Central Park Apartments 
buildings, formerly known as 
Northampton Terrace Apart-
ments, built in the 1960s, would 
be torn down. 

A number of neighbors of the 
site expressed concern about the 
proposed height of the project, the 

lack of parking provided and the 
number of students that the proj-
ect would house. 

“I have a sense that what’s go-
ing to happen is going to affect 
rather negatively the way we live 
… by the appearance suddenly 
of four or five hundred more stu-
dents,” said Arthur Finn, who 
lives on the corner of North and 
Hillsborough streets. “Is it right 
for anyone to erect another off-
campus dormitory?”

Council members urged the 
developers to be sensitive to the 
historic district neighboring the 
site on Hillsborough Street. 

“It just seems like an awful lot 
of mass, and I don’t like the 90-
feet heights,” council member 
Gene Pease said. “I like the idea 
of the project, and we need more 
student housing close to campus, 

but I think this is just too much.”
Council member Lee Storrow 

said he felt the project could fit 
well into the surrounding area. 

“Those buildings don’t strike 
me as inconsistent with the things 
around them,” he said. 

Several council members also 
said they were concerned about 
the amount of parking proposed. 

Travis Vencel, a developer with 
Trinitas, said his company has 
used the limited-parking model 
in similar developments in other 
college towns. Residents would 
be required to either lease a park-
ing spot at the development, show 
proof of a lease for a parking spot 
elsewhere or sign an agreement 
that they would not bring a car 
into Orange County, facing pos-
sible eviction for violating that 
agreement. 

dorosin, Rich enter commissioner race
By tayLoR sisk
Staff Writer

Three more candidates filed 
this week to run for four seats 
on the Orange County Board 
of Commissioners in the May 8 
primaries. 

Chapel Hill Town Council 
member Penny Rich and for-
mer Carrboro Board of Alder-
men member Mark Dorosin will 
be running against incumbent 
Pam Hemminger, who filed last 
week, for two seats in District 1. 
All three are Democrats. Mary 
Carter, a Republican, filed to 
run for an at-large seat.

Incumbent Democrat Ber-
nadette Pelissier had previously 
filed to run for an at-large seat. 
Incumbent Steve Yuhasz and 
Renee Price are running in the 
Democratic primary for one 
District 2 seat, and Chris Weaver 

will run for the same seat in the 
Republican primary.

In state Senate District 23, 
which includes Orange County, 
Republican Dave Carter has 
filed to run. Democrat Sen. El-
lie Kinnaird had previously an-
nounced her intention to run for 
a ninth term. 

In the N.C. House of Repre-
sentatives District 50 race, Dem-
ocrat Travis Phelps filed to run 
against Orange County Com-
missioner Valerie Foushee, who 
announced last week her inten-
tion to run for the seat. 

Under redistricting plans, 
District 50 will include portions 
of Orange and Durham coun-
ties. That seat is now held by Bill 
Faison, who announced he will 
seek the Democratic nomination 
for governor. 

Thomas Samuel Wright filed 
to run for the Republican nomi-

nation for the District 50 seat, 
joining Rod Chaney and W. 
Lewis Hannah Jr., who both 
filed last week, in that race.

In District 56, which in-
cludes Carrboro and Chapel 
Hill, Republican Karrie Mead 
announced she will run for the 
seat held by Rep. Verla Insko. 
Insko, a Democrat, announced 
last week that she would run for 
reelection.

chatham county
In House District 54, Repub-

lican Cathy Wright and Demo-
crats Deb McManus, a member 
of the Chatham County Board 
of Education, and Jeff Stark-
weather will seek election to the 
seat held by Joe Hackney, who 
announced he will not run for 
reelection. The newly drawn 
District 54 includes all of Cha-
tham County and a portion of 

Lee County.
Republican Sam Shriver filed 

to run for the District 1 seat on 
the Chatham County Board of 
Commissioners. Democrat Sally 
Kost announced last week she 
will seek reelection to that seat. 
Mike Cross had previously filed 
to run for reelection to his Dis-
trict 2 seat, and remains unchal-
lenged.

David Hamm will seek re-
election to his District 2 seat on 
the Chatham County Board of 
Education. Karen Howard filed 
last week to run for the District 
1 seat. The board of education 
races are nonpartisan.

Chatham County Register of 
Deeds Treva Seagroves, a Demo-
crat, also filed to run for reelec-
tion.

The deadline for filing for all 
offices is noon on Feb. 29.
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 SUMMER
Memberships

Blue Skies of Mapleview
Summer Horse Daycamp

“Where horse sense is stable thinking.”

www.blueskiesmapleview.us 
(919) 933-1444

Women’s Intuitive Riding  
Afterschool Horsemanship Sessions 
Horse Birthday Parties, Workshops

SUMMER 

CAMPS

Dan Ryon
Financial Advisor
205 West Main Street, Suite 101
Carrboro, NC  27510
Bus. 919-933-3191

Investments
Retirement Planning Services
Education Savings
Financial Assessments
Free Portfolio Reviews

v
v
v
v
v

Member SIPC

Feb 24-April 27
Beginners 

Welcome!

“It just seems 
like an awful lot 
of mass, and I 

don’t like the 90-
feet heights.”

—Gene Pease
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Weaver Street  
is OPEN 
to vehicle, bike & pedestrian traffic!

This message brought to you by The Town of Carrboro and The Carrboro Citizen

The Town of Carrboro would like 
the thank the Downtown business 
community for your patience and 
understanding during the Weaver 
Street Reconstruction project.  We 

invite everyone to come out and see 
our beautiful new street and support 

local businesses! 

Heels work to 
heighten focus
By eddy LandRetH
Staff Writer

If North Carolina finishes 
with any 
part of first 
place in 
the final 
r e g u l a r -
season At-
lantic Coast 
Conference 
standings, 
the Tar 
Heels will 

surely have earned it.
The seventh-ranked Tar Heels 

entered this week 23-4, 10-2 in 
the ACC. They had to travel to 
N.C. State on Tuesday night.

Saturday they will travel to 
Virginia, which is never an easy 
place for UNC to play. Then they 
finish the season against Mary-
land at home and at Cameron In-
door Stadium against Duke.

Coach Roy Williams said one 
of the keys to success in such a 
difficult stretch is not to consider 
the standings or what is happen-
ing with anyone else.

“I told our guys, ‘Let’s take 
care of our own business,’” Wil-
liams said, ‘“and not worry or be 
concerned about what everybody 
else is doing.’

“I don’t want our guys looking 
ahead and then all of a sudden 
you skip somebody and it comes 
back to bite you.”

This means “do not think 
ahead to the tournaments that lay 
just ahead.”

“All we can do is take care of 
the teams in front of us,” point 
guard Kendall Marshall said. “If 
we take care of those, we’re going 
to be in pretty good seeding.”

Marshall was talking about 
seeding for the ACC Tourna-
ment, which will be held in 
Atlanta this year. The more im-
portant seeding will be where 
Carolina starts in the NCAA 
Tournament. Given the number 
of good teams this season as com-
pared to the recent past, Carolina 
needs every win it can get.

To get there, the Tar Heels 
will need to shoot the ball a little 
better and continue to improve 
in the two areas that have carried 
this team.

“We’ve been a good defensive 
team and a good rebounding 
team, and I’d like for us to be-
come a very good defensive team 
and a very good rebounding 
team,” Williams said.

The Tar Heels have gotten 
better and better at grabbing 
rebounds. They led the nation 
coming into this week with a re-
bounding margin against oppo-
nents of 11.6 per game.

They have been especially ef-
fective at grabbing offensive re-
bounds, which has been vital be-
cause this team has not shot the 
ball particularly well. The fact that 
they are second in the nation in 
scoring at 82.8 points per game 
and first in the ACC shows how 
well they have hit the offensive 
boards.

In a recent victory at Miami, 
the Tar Heels outrebounded the 
Hurricanes 46-40, but 24 of 
UNC’s rebounds came on the of-
fensive end.

Carolina shot the ball better 
in a 74-52 victory against Clem-
son, so there were not as many re-
bounds to get. Nonetheless, they 
still grabbed 11 offensive boards, 
and 16 of their points came off 
those rebounds.

Williams would not mind see-
ing that become a pattern – hav-
ing his team shoot a better per-
centage so it will not have to put 
back so many shots to score.

“There is no question I would 
like for us to shoot it better from 
the outside and get better bal-
ance,” Williams said. “But the 
biggest thing is we have to get 
healthier and stay healthy.

“You never make a good run 
at the end of the year unless you’re 
healthy. For us, we’re shortening 
our practices to give the guys 
fresh legs and maybe do it for 
them mentally as well.” 

Eddy Landreth

community Briefs
Human relations awards sunday

The Orange County Human Relations Commission will host the 
annual Pauli Murray Human Relations Awards Ceremony on Sunday 
at the Central Orange Senior Center Ballroom in Hillsborough from 
3 to 5 p.m. 

The Pauli Murray Award is presented to an Orange County youth, 
adult and business that have served the community with distinction in 
the pursuit of equality, justice and human rights for all residents. 

The ceremony will include musical entertainment and poetic recit-
als by the Sacrificial Poets. A reception will follow the ceremony. 

monthly gardening classes
Monthly gardening classes will be taught by Maria Hitt at the 

Martin Luther King Jr. Park community garden, 1120 Hillsborough 
Road, beginning Sunday from 2 to 3:30 p.m. 

The class will cover soil preparation, bed-building tips and planting 
peas, onions and other early spring crops. A donation of $10 per class 
is requested and all proceeds will go to the Growing Healthy Kids 
Community Garden. 

Register by today (Thursday) at 967-9091 or email cbrooks@orang-
esmartstart.org.

spay neuter day set for tuesday
Orange County Animal Services will celebrate “Spay Neuter Day” 

on Tuesday as part of its effort to combat pet overpopulation in Or-
ange County. 

The department has partnered with Pet Overpopulation Patrols of 
N.C. to offer no-cost spay and neuter surgeries to up to 30 pets of 
residents that receive services from the Orange County Department 
of Social Services. 

In addition the department has partnered with programs such as 
“The $20 Fix” to offer low-cost and no-cost spay and neuter surgeries 
to pets of qualifying households in Orange County. 

For more information contact Sarah Fallin at 942-7387. 

Black History month film screening
ChathamArts’ Sustainable Cinema Series will honor Black History 

Month on Sunday at 2 p.m. in the Fearrington Barn with a special 
screening of two films – The Loving Story and Wolf Call.  

Director Nancy Buirski’s The Loving Story, short-listed for this year’s 
Academy Awards, is a short film that examines Loving v. Virginia, a 
watershed civil rights case in which the U.S. Supreme Court declared 
Virginia’s anti-miscegenation statute unconstitutional in 1967. 

Director Rob Underhill’s Wolf Call is a 12-minute short taking 
viewers back to 1956, a year after 14-year old Emmett Till had been 
brutally murdered. The film examines an interview with the men 
charged with the boy’s murder. 

Admission is $8 in advance and $10 at the door. Proceeds benefit 
ChathamArts and its arts and education programs. 

youth baseball coaches needed
The Carrboro Recreation & Parks Department is accepting volun-

teer coach’s applications for the 2012 Youth Baseball Program, which 
runs from mid-April into mid-June. 

Coaches must exhibit the ability to organize practices and com-
municate with 13- to 14-year-old players, parents and recreation staff. 
They are required to teach proper playing skills and sportsmanship 
and provide an enjoyable atmosphere at practices and games. 

For an application or more information, contact the Recreation & 
Parks Department at 942-8541. 

cH police dept. honors employees
The Chapel Hill Police Department held its annual award ceremo-

ny for 2011 on Jan. 31. 
The following employees were recognized for their outstanding 

contributions to the police department and community: Robert Reyn-
olds and Officer Stephen Slagle, Employee and Officer of the Year; 
Officer Preston Oppegard, Meritorious Conduct Award; Officer Erin 
Dallin, Life Saving Award; Officer Terrence Fearrington, Medal of 
Valor; Officer Preston Oppegard, Medal of Honor; and John French 
and Officer Kenny Lennon, The Herman Stone award. 

  oBituaRy
John Huntley sheer

John (Jack) Huntley Sheer, 99, died Feb. 
16, 2012, with his family by his side in South-
ern Pines, N.C.  A memorial service was 
held Wednesday, Feb. 22, at 3 p.m. at the St 
Thomas Episcopal Church, 312 N. Steele St., 
Sanford, N.C., followed by a reception at the 
same location.

He was born Oct. 27, 1912, in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., to Louis and Ann Sheer. His mother, 
Ann, passed away when he was 2, and he 
was raised mostly by his Aunt (Betty). Jack 
graduated from Erasmus High School in New 
York. He went to work on Wall Street as an 
office boy and began playing the guitar and 
banjo. He escaped the 1929 economic crash 
by moving and enrolling in the University 
of Alabama to study dentistry. He supported 
himself by playing guitar in a restaurant near 

campus. He returned to New York and began 
his music career playing various jobs in New 
York and Pittsburgh, Pa. He later formed a 
10-piece big band and began playing at the 
Maryland Club Gardens outside Washington, 
D.C.  At 30 he was drafted into the military, 
transferred to officer’s school and ended up 
studying electronics at Yale University, where 
he graduated as a 2nd Lieutenant. He served 
primarily in Africa and India during World 
War II.  After the war Jack met Josephine (Jo) 
Sheer. They were married three months later 
and remained married for 63 years. Jack then 
joined the military reserves, was drafted into 
the Korean conflict, became a captain and 
served in Seoul, Korea.

After the wars he went to work in Wash-
ington, D.C., and then moved to Sanford, 
N.C., to become sales manager for the San-

ford Furniture Company. He later started 
Lee Crafts Furniture in Sanford and became 
a Board Member for the Southern Furniture 
Manufactures Association. Later he became a 
sales and marketing consultant for numerous 
furniture manufacturers while playing guitar 
at the Country Club of North Carolina.

Mr. Sheer is survived by wife, Jo Sheer; son 
Jeff and his wife, Linda; son Joel Sheer; grand-
daughter, Catherine Sheer; sister, Kitty Tep-
per; and half-sister, Marion Hurwitz. He was 
preceded in death by his brother, Albert Sheer. 
In lieu of flowers please make any donations to 
the church’s St. Thomas Memorial Fund.

Powell Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Southern Pines is serving the Sheer family.  
Online condolences may be offered at www.
PinesFunerals.com
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 suPeR cRossWoRd   HoLLyWood HeadLine CitizenCryptoquote By Martin Brody
For example, YAPHCYAPLM is WORDSWORTH.  One letter stands for another.  In this sample, A is used for the 
two O’s, Y for the two W’s, etc..  Apostrophes, punctuation, the length and formation of the words are all hints.

Sadness

X H  T D K  G H Q H V  T D V A 

O G  X O K  H G C O V H 

M O R H .   G J C  J G W H .  - 

Y Z A D  L Z M ,  D G  D R L X D G 

T X J K H  A J G C X -

J M S  K J G  R V J U H  C J 

S H D C X  V H W H G C M P  O G 

B D N Z M .
Find the answer in the puzzle answer section.

tHuRsday feB 23
Lunchbox series — Presents 
Joe Woodson. Carrboro Century 
Center, 12pm Free

ocdW meeting — OCDW cel-
ebrates Black History Month with a 
program about Fairview,  a historically 
black community in Hillsborough. 
Orange County Head Start Training 
Center, Hillsborough, 7pm 593-1904

shani Watson — To present a play 
adaptation of the film and book Imita-
tion of Life. Continues through Feb. 
26. Swain Hall, Studio Six 7pm Free 
imitationoflife.weebly.com

shawn Rocco — To discuss his 
work in “Cellular Obscura – The 
Cell Phone Photographs of Shawn 
Rocco.” Ackland Museum Store, 7pm 
962-0216 

friends of downtown — Steven 
Norton, editor, will speak on the 
119th anniversary of The Daily Tar 
Heel. Franklin Hotel, 10am Free

fRiday feB 24
organ concert — Alexander 
Anderson presents Buxtehude, Bach 
and Liszt. United Church of Chapel 
Hill, 7:30pm Donation requested

Last friday’s artwalk — Historic 
Downtown Hillsborough, 6-9pm 
lastfridaysartwalk.org

david gold — To speak about the 
different types of memory, changes 
in memory and strategies to improve 
memory. Celebration Assembly of 
God Church, 114 Weaver Dairy 
Road, 11am

art Reception — For “Ebb and 
Flow,” new artwork by 22 local art-
ists. Hillsborough Gallery of Arts, 121 
N. Churton St., 6-9pm hillsborough-
gallery.com

the Vagina monologues — This 
production is a part of a V-Day initia-
tive to stop violence against women 
and girls, with proceeds benefiting 
the Orange County Rape Crisis 
Center. Continues through Feb. 26. 
Hanes Art Center, 7pm unc.edu/
company 

Wayne Pacelle — The President 
and CEO of the Humane Society of 
the United States to discuss his book, 
The Bond: Our Kinship with Animals, 
Our Call to Defend Them. Flyleaf 
Books, 5:30pm flyleafbooks.com

kid’s night out — Carrboro 
Recreation & Parks staff provide an 
evening of games, crafts and pizza for 
ages 7-12. Carrboro Century Center, 
6-9pm $15

art opening — Opening 
reception for Dorothy Whitmore’s 
“Personally yours: Portraits and 
Cottagescapes,” sponsored by the 
Hillsborough Arts Council Gallery. 

220-B S. Churton St., 6-9pm hillsbor-
oughartscouncil.org

totems and talismans — Open-
ing reception for the work of eleven 
artists that evoke a spiritual meaning. 
Eno Gallery, 6-9pm enogallery.net  

satuRday feB 25
Legal conference — UNC 
School of Law’s 16th Annual Confer-
ence on Race, Class, Gender and Eth-
nicity to present a critical analysis of 
the role of class in the United States. 
UNC Law School Rotunda, 9am Free 
studentorgs.law.unc.edu/crcge

dance Revue — The Second 
Annual NC Percussive Dance Revue, 
with the Cane Creek Cloggers, 
Footnotes Tap Ensemble, STANCE, 
the NC youth Tap Ensemble and the 
Inis Cairde School of Irish Dance. The 
ArtsCenter, 8pm artscenterlive.org

dance festival for aids — The 
Triangle Dance Festival for AIDS ben-
efits global and local HIV initiatives. 
Memorial Hall, 7pm $5 suggested 
donation 843-3333

invasive Plants — Opening of 
“Plant This, Not That – Alterna-
tives to Invasives,” an educational 
exhibit. N.C. Botanical Garden, 1pm 
962-0522

sunday feB 26
Howard machtinger — To speak 
about his work on an anthology of 
Vietnamese writings during and since 
the Vietnam War. Chicle Language 
Institute, 5pm chi-cle.com

Race to nowhere — The 
documentary film investigates the 
increasing demands on students to 
perform and the possible nega-
tive consequences. Carrboro High 
School, 6:30pm $10

Jazz concert — Ryan Hanseler to 
perform for the Jazz Parlor Con-
cert, hosted by the Hillsborough 
Arts Council. 4pm $18 hillsbor-
oughartscouncil.org/Concerts

monday feB 27
time management seminar 
— Lori Bruhns to hold workshop on 
time management. Orange County 
Main Library, 6pm Free 245-2537

time out — With host Bill 
Hendrickson and Guest Dr. Patrick 
Rhodes, Superintendent of Orange 
County Schools. WCOM 103.5FM, 
5pm

Bird club — Francis Ferrell will 
speak about monitoring bald eagles 
on Jordan and Falls Lakes. Binkley 
Baptist Church, 7:30pm Free 

spring Renewal — Free work-
shop, sponsored by the Health 
Center of Hillsborough, on cleansing 
body, mind, and spirit. 5pm 241-5032

tuesday feB 28
shared tables — The first of a 
two-day conference, exploring issues 
related to food and sustainability 
from a global perspective. Hyde Hall, 
8am-5pm sharedtablessymp.word-
press.com/registration/

Panel discussion — Taylor 
Branch, William Friday and Charles 
Clotfelter to discuss “Big-Time 
College Sports: What Needs to 
Change?” Sonja Haynes Stone Cen-
ter Theatre, 5:30pm  Free 548-1203

Wednesday feB 29
scar tissue and klutz — Two 
new short plays by Gabriel Rivas 
Gomez with director Jorge Huerta. 
Continues through March 1. Kenan 
Theatre, 7:30pm Free

Howard craft — Teaches a work-
shop in “Stories in the Air: Writing 
radio drama.” Hitchcock Multipur-
pose Room, Sonya Haynes Stone 
Center, 6:30pm 962-9001 

fRiday maRcH 2
Book sale — Sponsored by The 
Friends of the Chapel Hill Public 
Library. Continues through March 4. 
University Mall, 3-6pm  968-2780

satuRday maRcH 3
Juan flores — To present “The 
Top 20 Things you Need To Know 
About Social Security Disability.” 
Orange County Main Library, 1pm 
Free 245-2537

ongoing
cancer support — Support 
groups at Cornucopia Cancer Sup-
port Center for cancer patients and 
their families. Cancersupport4u.org 
401-9333

cancer support — Support 
groups and wellness programs 
sponsored by N.C. Cancer Hospital. 
unclineberger.org/patient/support/
supportgroup.asp

free tax Preparation — For 
low-to-moderate incomes, prepared 
by IRS-Trained and Certified. For ap-
pointments at The Seymour Center 
or Central Orange Senior Center in 
Hillsborough call 968-2086; appoint-
ments at the Women’s Center in 
Chapel Hill call 968-4610; appoint-
ments at Pittsboro Senior Center call 
542-4512

community calendar

send your community calendar submissions to calendar@carrborocitizen.com

This week we respond to 
questions about syphilis and 
blood types.

Dear HOUSE Calls, My 
brother was recently diagnosed 
with syphilis. He was treated 
at a free clinic and got a 
prescription but did not get any 
better. He went back and had 
to get another prescription. 
Is there any difference in the 
quality of care given at a free 
clinic versus a private practice?

We generally feel that the 
level of care given at free 
clinics is excellent. They 
often have an impressive 
staff of volunteers to help 
with pharmacy needs, care 
management and other types 
of therapy. The clinicians 
usually work in private 
practice or are retired from 
private practice and are 
generally very skilled. There 
are some downsides to free 
clinics. Because they are 
staffed by a rotation of fill-
in doctors, it’s very hard to 
develop a relationship with a 
primary-care physician. They 
sometimes are not well set 
up for continuity care but 

offer excellent acute and 
episodic care. They may not 
have a full range of resources, 
such as medicines, and might 
have to settle for a second 
choice for a condition. The 
alternative might be filling a 
prescription at a drugstore, 
which many clients at a free 
clinic cannot afford. Specific 
to your brother’s condition, 
syphilis has different stages, 
and in later stages can be 
harder to treat. It is usually 
best treated with injectable 
penicillin, and the number 
of injections varies with the 
stage. The free clinic might 
not have had the injectable 
penicillin, or perhaps your 
brother is allergic to it. If 
things don’t seem right, the 
health department is another 
excellent resource for 
communicable diseases.

Dear HOUSE Calls, I give 
blood regularly. I’m told that I’m 
type O negative and the Red 
Cross loves it. What does that 
mean?

It is great that you give blood 
regularly, especially because 
you are O negative. This 

means you are a universal 
donor. Basically, anybody 
can accept your blood. 
Most people have to be 
cross-matched to a specific 
blood type to receive 
blood, but your blood can 
be received by anyone, and 
in an emergency we’ll use 
O negative to transfuse 
somebody we don’t have 
time to type. The bad news 
about your blood type is that 
you are the most restrictive 
receiver of blood. you can 
only get blood from other 
people with O negative 
blood. We should say that 
blood is needed from people 
with all types of blood. 
Consider giving blood if you 
are in good health. your body 
will build that blood back up 
in no time, and you may be 
saving a life. Check with your 
local American Red Cross for 
upcoming blood drives.

HOUSE Calls is a weekly column 
by Dr. Adam Goldstein, Dr. Cristy 
Page and Dr. Adam Zolotor on be-
half of your Health and the UNC 
Department of Family Medicine.

Practicing family physicians from the UNC 
Department of Family Medicine have teamed up 
with The Carrboro Citizen to bring you a weekly 
feature responding to your questions about 
health and medicine. Send your questions or 
comments to yourhealth@unc.edu

House Calls

ILLuSTrATIon By PHIL BLAnK

Remote Viewing and the 
Unity of ConsCioUsness

a talk with Paul h. smith
Friday Feb. 24, 7:30 -9:00 pm

stedman auditorium, duke Center for Living Campus
3475 erwin Rd. durham, nC 27705

Rhine members $15 • non-members $20 • students $10

exPeRientiaL dowsing 
woRkshoP with PaUL smith

Saturday Feb. 25, 10:00am - 3:00pm
stedman auditorium, duke Center for Living Campus

Rhine members $60 • non-members $75

The Rhine ReseaRch cenTeR is a 503(c) non-pRofiT oRganizaTion. 
donations aRe tax dedUCtibLe.

CONCERTS:

AMERICAN ROOTS SERIES
JOHN MCCUTCHEON  •  FRI FEB 24

NC PERCUSSIVE DANCE REVUE • SAT FEB 25
THE BOXCARS • FRI MAR 16

MOUNTAIN HEART • SAT MAR 17
LEO KOTTKE  •  TUE MAR 27

DARRELL SCOTT  •  SAT MAR 31
CELTIC CONCERT SERIES

SCYTHIAN • THU MAR 15
LUNASA  •  FRI MAR 23

OTHER CONCERTS:
KIMYA DAWSON - TUE APR 3

ARTSCENTER STAGE:
ACTS OF WITNESS • MAR 2-11 AND 19-20

TRANSACTORS IMPROV: SPRING FLING • FRI MAR 23

SupERFuN FAmily ShOwS:
PUSS IN BOOTS • SAT FEB 25 AT 11AM

AMERICAN ROOTS SERIES SEASON TICKET PACKAGES AVAILABLE - CALL FOR DETAILS 
ARTS CLASSES FOR ALL AGES STILL ENROLLING FOR SPRING!

For more information or to order tickets call 
929-2787 x201 or go to artscenterlive.org
ArtSchool registration now open!

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
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a statement 
of principles 
for athletics 
at unc
The following statement was devel-
oped by an informal group of fac-
ulty members at UNC regarding the 
future of athletics at UNC, and has 
been endorsed by 112 faculty mem-
bers. 

At a time when both the empha-
sis on Division I athletics and the 
scandals that are associated with the 
athletics enterprise have presented 
new challenges to many universities 
across the country, we the under-
signed faculty at UNC encourage 
the Board of Trustees, the chancel-
lor, the athletic director and the en-
tire UNC community to join with 
us in working to ensure that the 
athletics program operates in ways 
that enhance and complement the 
University’s core mission: 

“The University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill, the nation’s 
first public university, serves North 
Carolina, the United States, and the 
world through teaching, research, 
and public service. We embrace an 
unwavering commitment to excel-
lence as one of the world’s great re-
search universities.

Our mission is to serve as a cen-
ter for research, scholarship, and 
creativity and to teach a diverse 
community of undergraduate, 
graduate, and professional students 
to become the next generation of 
leaders. Through the efforts of our 
exceptional faculty and staff, and 
with generous support from North 
Carolina’s citizens, we invest our 
knowledge and resources to en-
hance access to learning and to 
foster the success and prosperity of 
each rising generation. We also ex-
tend knowledge-based services and 
other resources of the University to 
the citizens of North Carolina and 
their institutions to enhance the 
quality of life for all people in the 
State.

With lux, libertas – light and 
liberty – as its founding principles, 
the University has charted a bold 
course of leading change to improve 
society and to help solve the world’s 
greatest problems.”

(Approved by the UNC Board of 
Governors, November 2009) 

Sports are worthwhile activities 
in themselves, and a robust athlet-
ics program underscores the Uni-
versity’s commitment to excellence 
across the spectrum of human en-
deavor. Fielding competitive teams 
can help build community cohe-
sion among students, faculty, staff, 
alumni, and all who have interests 
in the University. We are justly 
proud of UNC’s record of integ-
rity and success in intellectual and 
athletic life. In light of recent de-
velopments, however, we insist that 
the pursuit of athletic excellence at 
UNC-Chapel Hill must rest on a 
foundation of academic integrity 
and should always reflect the fol-
lowing three principles:

1. Institutional Openness: The 
University should confront openly 
the many conflicts created by its 
commitment to winning in the 
athletic arena. The University must 
commit itself to honest, open, regu-
lar conversation about the divergent 
imperatives, and competing values, 
that drive athletic and academic 
success. All data needed to under-
stand the athletics department, and 
to address the issues raised by its op-
erations, should be readily available. 

2. Educational Responsibility: 
The University should commit itself 
to providing a rigorous and mean-
ingful education to every student. 
All students should be integrated 
fully into the life of the campus, and 
they should be well prepared for life 
after college. All students – those 
who participate in sports and those 
who do not – should be permitted 
and encouraged to take full advan-
tage of the rich menu of educational 
opportunities available at UNC. 

3. Mission Consistency: Ath-
letics must be integrated into the 
common enterprise of the Univer-
sity. Faculty committees and ad-
ministration must be empowered to 
oversee athletics and ensure that it 
supports and remains in alignment 
with the University’s core missions. 
In times of hardship, the University 
must consistently work to preserve 
these core missions, even if such 
preservation comes at the expense 
of athletic success.

For a list of the 112 faculty members 
endorsing this statement, visit car-
rborocitizen.com

Jfk and the proposed  
marriage amendment

Lydia LaVeLLe

In the pulpit recently, Catholics were urged by a letter 
from the bishops of Raleigh and Charlotte “to protect tradi-
tional marriage” by voting in favor of the proposed amend-
ment to the North Carolina Constitution on May 8, 2012. 
The bishops said more information would be forthcoming, 
and that they wanted to “engage the debate in a manner 
that never diminishes the inherent dignity of any person.” 
They said their position was “a principled one based on eter-
nal and divine truth.”

I felt a sense of sadness when I read this letter. I spent the 
greater part of my young life attending St. Paul’s Catholic 
Church in Athens, Ohio, where, growing up, I methodi-
cally marched my way through the sacraments (baptism, 
confession, communion and confirmation). Sadly, however, 
I knew the next step in the church – marriage – was one 
I would never be allowed to take. I was also sad because 
although I respect the Catholic Church and appreciate the 
manner in which church leaders pledged to engage in this 
debate, I strongly disagree with their support of this amend-
ment.

I now attend a church that opposes the amendment. 
Like many other faith communities, my church advises that 
our faith calls us not to judge one another but to love one 
another. But my personal opposition to the amendment is 
further informed by my professional life, where I study prin-
ciples of federalism, and state and local law and policy. The 
proposed amendment seems to put little stock in the con-
stitutional principle of the separation of church and state. 
And yet, as evidenced by the need for churches to state their 
positions – both for and against the amendment – in 2012, 
we seem not to be able to separate church and state. 

We have no proof about how John F. Kennedy, the na-
tion’s first and only Catholic president, would feel about this 
amendment that would influence the legal rights of gay and 
lesbian citizens. We do, however, have his own words (from 
a 1960 address to the Greater Houston Ministerial Associa-
tion) to remind us of what he said in an era when people 

in this country were concerned about having a Catholic as 
our commander-in-chief, and I believe those words provide 
some indication as to what his opinion might be. He said:

“I believe in an America where the separation of church 
and state is absolute; where no Catholic prelate would tell 
the president (should he be Catholic) how to act, and no 
Protestant minister would tell his parishioners for whom 
to vote; where no church or church school is granted any 
public funds or political preference; and where no man is 
denied public office merely because his religion differs from 
the president who might appoint him or the people who 
might elect him. 

“I believe in an America that is officially neither Catho-
lic, Protestant nor Jewish; where no public official either 
requests or accepts instructions on public policy from the 
Pope, the National Council of Churches or any other eccle-
siastical source; where no religious body seeks to impose its 
will directly or indirectly upon the general populace or the 
public acts of its officials; and where religious liberty is so 
indivisible that an act against one church is treated as an act 
against all.

“I believe in an America where religious intolerance will 
someday end; where all men and all churches are treated 
as equals; where every man has the same right to attend or 
not to attend the church of his choice; where there is no 
Catholic vote, no anti-Catholic vote, no bloc voting of any 
kind; and where Catholics, Protestants and Jews, at both 
the lay and pastoral level, will refrain from those attitudes 
of disdain and division which have so often marred their 
works in the past, and promote instead the American ideal 
of brotherhood. … That is the kind of America in which I 
believe.”

President Kennedy, this is the kind of America I believe 
in, too.

Lydia Lavelle is an assistant professor at N.C. Central Uni-
versity School of Law and a member of the Carrboro Board of 
Aldermen.

top 10 tillis tales
cHRis fitzsimon

It has been a little more than a year since the Republican 
majority elected Thom Tillis speaker of the House, making 
him the most public face of the first Republican-led General 
Assembly in North Carolina in 140 years.

Tillis began the 2011 General Assembly session promis-
ing to focus on creating jobs and touting his business con-
sulting background, leading some in Raleigh to predict a 
more conservative, but not a radical, legislative session.

The predictions were wrong. Tillis has presided over a 
House that has passed some of the most extreme, far-right 
social legislation in the country, not to mention the draco-
nian budget cuts to education, human services and environ-
mental protections.

And Tillis himself has become an issue. His behavior as 
speaker and a series of troubling statements he has made in 
town hall appearances make last year’s hopes for thought-
fully conservative leadership seem hopelessly naïve in ret-
rospect.

Here are 10 tales from Tillis’ first year as speaker. Not 
the dreadful legislation he engineered – that’s another dis-
turbing list – but his remarks, decisions and actions that 
set the tone for the radical legislation the General Assembly 
approved and continues to consider. This is by no means an 
exhaustive list.

1. The divider and conqueror of the poor – Here’s what 
Tillis told a group of Republicans in Madison County in 
October:

“What we have to do is find a way to divide and conquer 
the people who are on assistance. We have to show respect 
for that woman who has cerebral palsy and had no choice 
in her condition that needs help and we should help. And 
we need to get those folks to look down at these people who 
choose to get into a condition that makes them dependent 
on the government.”

2. The unannounced midnight session – Tillis and his 
fellow members of the House leadership convened a spe-
cial session after midnight Jan. 5 to override Gov. Beverly 
Perdue’s veto of legislation that banned teachers from pay-
ing their NCAE dues by payroll deduction. The midnight 
session prompted widespread criticism across the state. Even 
Republican gubernatorial candidate Pat McCrory has con-
demned it.

3. Vengeance on an open microphone – Tillis told the 
Republican House caucus in June that he was targeting 
the NCAE because of their opposition to the Republican 
budget. The microphones in the meeting room were left on 
and his comments were inadvertently broadcast to the press-
room on the legislative sound system.

4. The double standard for citizens in the Legislative 

Building – Members of Tillis’ staff called the General As-
sembly police to disperse a group of peaceful protestors 
gathered on the second floor of the building before last 
Thursday’s special session, citing an obscure law that is rare-
ly enforced. Lobbyists were allowed to remain. Video has 
surfaced showing Tillis addressing Tea Party protestors in 
exactly the same spot in the building in March of last year.

5. The end of public schools – Tillis admitted in a town 
hall meeting in Asheboro earlier this month that his top 
lieutenant, House Majority Leader Paul Stam, wants to 
eliminate public schools in North Carolina.

6. Admittedly making it harder for people with dis-
abilities to vote – Tillis said at a town hall meeting he had 
been willing to compromise on voter ID legislation because 
people in the disability community brought “legitimate” 
concerns about the impact of the bill on people with a dis-
ability who try to vote. But when the compromise negotia-
tions with Democrats fell apart, Tillis rammed the extreme 
voter ID bill through the House, ignoring the concerns he 
admits are real.

7. Boasting about targeting a state agency – Also in his 
remarks to Madison County Republicans, Tillis gleefully 
described how Republican Rep. Mitch Gillespie has a target 
on his window aligned with the building that houses the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources.

8. Admitting that Republicans let 1,200 jobs go to South 
Carolina – The House and Senate refused to go along with 
an industrial recruitment package to lure Continental Tire 
to build a facility in southeastern North Carolina that 
would have meant more than 1,200 jobs for the region.

Senate President Pro Tem Phil Berger and Tillis implied 
that lawmakers did not approve the package because Dem-
ocrats owned the land the company would use for the plant. 
Tillis later admitted the land issue had nothing to do with 
it. The jobs went to South Carolina.

9. Refusing to disavow the extremists in his own party – 
Tillis has remained silent when members of his own caucus 
have made offensive remarks or proposed extremist legis-
lation. Tillis said nothing when Rep. Larry Brown made 
homophobic remarks last year or when Rep. Larry Pittman 
said in a recent email that doctors who perform abortion 
services should be executed by public hanging.

10. It’s all the media’s fault – Tillis routinely complains 
about coverage in the mainstream media, at one point com-
paring the Charlotte Observer to road kill for its coverage of 
the midnight session. Dozens of editorial pages across the 
state, liberal and conservative, also blasted legislative leaders 
for holding the session.

It has been quite a year. Stay tuned for more.

Chris Fitzsimon is the executive director of N.C. Policy Watch. 
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LeTTerS

context needed on 
greensboro/Weaver

Lies obviously pollute discourse; fortunately this 
tends to make their damage self-limiting. More in-
sidious are claims that are truthful only when con-
sidered in the strictest isolation. In The Citizen’s Feb. 
16 “Letters,” statements were made regarding the 
northwest corner of Greensboro and Weaver that 
demand context.

Steven Schrenzel complains “Weaver Street 
Market ... did nothing with it.” Well, not for lack of 
trying. While they owned it, WSM (of which I am 

a member) repeatedly worked 
with the community to devel-
op the south part of the block 
so as to benefit both Carrboro 
and WSM. Their efforts were 
repeatedly rebuffed by many 
of the same folks currently op-
posing downtown Carrboro 
development, particularly the 
“Center Street Preservation 
Trust” (CSPT). Eventually 
WSM sold to service debt once 
the current recession hit.

That is a matter of public 
record; for details, one could 
probably consult the folks at 
the Village Project, who facili-

tated much of the public process. Evidence regard-
ing the next matter is less well documented, so I’m 
forced to rely on hearsay, and on the extent to which 
those accounts are consistent with public statements 
and behavior. Do your own research, and feel free 
to rebut.

The developers to whom WSM sold (initially 
Mark Pantlin of Raleigh, a CVS associate) attempt-
ed to assemble the entire block bounded by Center, 
Short, Greensboro and Weaver. They were able to 
buy everything except 102 Center St. (better known 
as the Curl Up & Dye salon, aka Orange County 
PIN 9778862651), the owners of which are the core 
of the CSPT (notably, Jane Hamborsky). Whether 
the latter held out to block development or just to 
get a better deal, I don’t know. But it thus seems 
more than a bit misleading for Michele Rivest and 
John Alderson to object that Curl Up & Dye will 
be “like an island in the midst of the proposed com-
mercial development.” Especially given their char-
acterization of Curl Up & Dye, a business with its 
own large parking lot, as “a residential home with 
office space.”

There are legitimate, or at least reasonable, objec-
tions to downtown Carrboro developments, partic-
ularly Greensboro & Weaver. But given the conduct 
of development opponents (notably the CSPT) over 
the past decade, to complain that WSM “did noth-
ing with” that corner, or that Curl Up & Dye will 
be “like an island” on it, is rather like demanding 
mercy as an orphan after killing one’s parents.

TOM ROCHE
Carrboro

Renci offers  
valuable learning

Girl Scout Troop 3064 would like to send a spe-
cial note of thanks to Jason Coposky and everyone 
else at the Renaissance Computing Institute (REN-
CI) in Chapel Hill. Our troop was very fortunate 
to visit RENCI and learn about their visualiza-
tion group. We were able to experience first-hand 
a number of really cool scientific applications that 
the group has created. Among the many RENCI 
creations that we explored are: a Social Computing 
Room filled with panoramic images of the bodies 
of the solar system, a view of London from the very 
top of St. Paul’s Cathedral and high-resolution can-
cer images, taken from multiple viewpoints; a 3-D 
Room filled with “magic” recreations of an F3 tor-
nado, two colliding galaxie, and a journey to the 
black hole at the center of the Milky Way; and a “4-
D” Dome in which we “immersed” (“immersion” 
being the take-home word of the day) ourselves in 
simulations of high-speed driving, the inner anato-
my of the human body and an entertaining cartoon 
on visual illusions related to size, mass and distance.

Our visit to RENCI was a fantastic learning 
experience for our girls, as well as a wonderful op-
portunity for them to consider what is possible for 
their future.

Thank you, Jason and RENCI.
KARA FECHO AND KRISTEN zUCO

Girl Scout Troop 3064

staff & contRiButoRs

LetteRs 
PoLicy
Letters should be 
no more than 425 
words in length 
and emailed let-
ters are preferred.
LetteRs  
to tHe  
editoR 
Box 248 Car-
rboro, nC 27510
susan@
carrborocitizen.
com
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He was never warm in his entire life.  Not once. - Juma Gul, an Afghan whose month-old son 
froze to death recently in Kabul.

cRyPtoquote ansWeR: sadness
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sCliff’s Meat Market

sizzlin’ savings

Skirt Steak 
$5.49/lb

Natural boNeleSS 

ChiCkeN breaSt 
$2.99/lb

100 West Main st., Carrboro
919-942-2196 H Mon-sat 9am-6pm

Debit
& EBT

Prices good thru 3/1/12

hanger Steak 
$8.99/lb

aNguS
NY Strip Steak

Cut to order 
$7.99/lb

haNd-dipped 
oysters 

$12.99/pint

renting party Chairs & tables!

aNguS 
ribeye Steak 

Cut to order 
$8.99/lb

Fresh  
Country Sausage 

$2.49/lb

all-Natural  
ground Chicken 

$2.99/lb

all-Natural  
ChiCkeN 

$1.29/lb

If you are interested in 
learning strategies to 
manage your child’s 
behavior, contact us:
(919) 843-2351 or  
If you qualify for this research 
study, you will receive FREE 
assistance managing your 
child’s behaviors.   
Earn up to $150 in 
Compensation.

PARENTS:
Is your 3-8 year old pushing your buttons? 

FREE PARKING  & ON-SITE CHILD CARE
The UNC SoCial & Behavioral irB reviewed & approved ThiS projeCT. (STUdy # 10-0470)

•	UPS	&	Freight	Shipping
•	Document	Shredding
•	Mailbox	&	Postal	Services
•	Color	&	BW	Printing
•	Moving	Supplies
•	Passport	Photos
•	Notary	Services
•	Business	Cards
•	Document	Design	Services

Carrboro Plaza Shopping Center
MoN-FRI	8-6:30	•	SAT	10-5
919-918-7161
store3651@theupsstore.com

©2003 United Parcel Service, Inc.

For the Love of 

Carrboro 

Couples Special

Passport Photos - Buy 

one, get one free!

The Orange County Human Relations Commission invites you to the
PAULI MURRAY HUMAN RELATIONS AWARDS CEREMONY

Sunday, February 26, 2012
3:00 PM – 5:00 PM

PLACE:
Central Orange Senior Center Ballroom

103 Meadowland Drive
Hillsborough, NC  27278

HONORING:
Student Essay Contest Winners

Pauli Murray Human Relations Award Recipients

ENTERTAINMENT:
Diali Cissokho
Sacrificial Poets

A reception will follow the program.
For additional information call:  (919) 245-2487.

someone, please, make it stop
Let me 

d i s a b u s e 
you of a no-
tion floating 
around that 
s o m e h o w 
s o m e t h i n g 
called The 
Media wants 

to see a long drawn-out slugfest 
in the Republican presidential 
primary.

First, a few definitions:
• “Notion” is a word people 

who learned how to keyboard 
on typewriters use for “meme,” 
which in less than two short de-
cades has become one of the most 
overused words in puffery.

• “The Media” is a non-exis-
tent entity used by people who 
cannot discern the differences 

between a television, a newspaper 
and a person who operates one of 
those Twitter machines. Nor can 
they tell the difference between 
the many variations among these 
various publishing mediums.

• A “slugfest” in this case 
means the process by which del-
egates are gathered to determine 
a candidate. Depending on the 
year and the way in which the 
process evolves, the alternative 
term for this is “horserace.”

You may have heard this no-
tion about the monolithic media 
rubbing its hands with glee and 
laughing maniacally about a big, 
messy primary process. That’s be-
cause conspiracy theories abound 
in presidential election years are 
much easier to use to explain 
something than reason, which 

tends to require some kind of ba-
sis in fact.

Reporters who spend every 
waking minute covering cam-
paigns have always looked for 
ways to make them seem far 
more interesting than they are, 
preferring to cover the horserace 
rather than the horses and what 
comes out of them.

This year, with the nomina-
tion process drawn out a little 
longer than usual, gaming out 
scenarios, speculating on a late 
entry in the race and the fascina-
tion with fluctuations of various 
poll numbers have drowned out 
much of the reporting on the 
views of the candidates.

Such behavior is detrimental. 
As we progress toward choosing 
a president, a few other things 

– like, say, the candidates’ ideas 
and the intentions of various bil-
lionaires playing with our politi-
cal system – probably ought to be 
the focus. 

After weeks of hearing es-
sentially the same speech several 
times a day for weeks, reporters 
might become numb to what 
candidates are actually saying. 
But most of the rest of us aren’t 
numb to it at all and find some 
of what’s being kicked around 
downright frightening.

Candidates now appear will-
ing to say almost anything to ap-
pear more conservative. And the 
more over the top, the better the 
coverage.

That may seem like just part 
of the game, but in the process 
some dangerous ideas are being 

put into wide circulation. With 
the focus on who is up and who 
is down, too many of these ideas 
are going unquestioned and un-
checked. This has allowed all 
sorts of truly awful things candi-
dates are tossing out to remain in 
the public dialogue long enough 
to do real damage. You have to 
wonder how many young women 
aren’t going to get an HPV vac-
cine or how many state legislators 
will base a vote on the false asser-
tions that pre-natal care causes 
abortion or abortion causes breast 
cancer simply because a candi-
date said these things and no one 
called them on it (or if they did 
call them on it, treated the issue 
in an “on-the-one-hand/on-the-
other-hand” fashion).

Politics has always been an 

ugly business, but these days it is 
so rife with lies that the dialogue 
has become dangerous. We can’t 
just throw our hands up and say 
everybody does it or let the liars 
off with a wink because they are 
just playing to their base.

Like most folks with a pundit 
license, I think once the primary 
season is over there will be a move 
to the center and away from ap-
peals to ultra-conservatives. But 
the damage from ideas based on 
getting their votes and not based 
in reality will linger for years to 
come.

Most of the people in the news 
business have pretty good BS de-
tectors. But fewer and fewer seem 
to know what to do when the 
alarm goes off.

Big
City

B y  K I r K  r o S S

express her support for the ordi-
nance. 

“We wish that no other fam-
ily would have to endure such a 
tragic loss,” she said. “My brother 
was a good man. … He deserved 
better.  It was an accident that 
shouldn’t have happened. It 
was an accident that happened 
because of a text message that 
could’ve waited and should’ve 
waited.” 

“Attention needs to be on the 
road, not a telephone call or text 
message,” she continued. 

Several council members said 
that while the issue is really a 
state or national concern, Chapel 
Hill should take the lead. 

“We’ll just see what rules the 
day over time, and I think it will 
be determined to be the right 
thing to do for the state of North 
Carolina, eventually,” council 
member Jim Ward said, adding 
that he would support increasing 
the fine for violating the ordi-
nance to $100. 

Council member Lee Storrow 
said he didn’t understand the 
exceptions for drivers phoning 
family members. 

“I don’t think it becomes any 

less dangerous if someone is talk-
ing to their children or talking to 
their parent,” he said.  

Czajkowski said that while 
he agreed that cell phone use by 
drivers is dangerous, he didn’t be-
lieve Chapel Hill had the author-
ity to enact such a ban, citing an 
advisory letter from an assistant 
state attorney general indicating 
this. He also questioned the en-
forceability of the ordinance. 

“Someone can only be cited 
for using a cell phone if they are 
stopped for already breaking the 
law … which means that some-
one could literally be on their 
cell phone waving hello to a po-
liceman who could do nothing 
about it unless they were violat-
ing some other element of the 
law.”

Last June, Krista Slough, a 
UNC student who was seriously 
injured in a car accident last year, 
and Joe Capowski, a resident 
who witnessed the accident, peti-
tioned the council to consider the 
ban. Capowski alleged that the 
driver of the car that hit Slough 
was talking on her cell phone at 
the time of the accident.

Texting while driving and the 
use of cell phones by drivers un-
der 18 are both already illegal in 
North Carolina.

Friends said, adding that he felt 
that Carrboro’s input was criti-
cal. 

“I think it would be a huge 
mistake for our library to be 
built in some suburban loca-
tion where it is only accessible to 
people having motor vehicles or 
who have the privilege of living 
nearby,” he said, adding that the 
library should be located “where 
it is accessible to as many fami-
lies living in poverty as possible.” 

“I’d really rather that they not 
spend $5 million at all than that 
they spend the money … and 
make the lives of some wealthy, 
predominantly white people in a 
suburban area more convenient,” 
he continued.  

“I don’t think anybody on 
the Friends … is talking about 
a suburban library site where no 
one can get to it,” said Friends 
member and former alderman 
Joal Hall Broun. “I think what 
they’re saying … is that you need 
to be realistic” about what the 
county will spend on a parcel of 
land. 

The board will revisit the cri-
teria at their meeting on March 
6.

ceLL PHones 
FROM PAGE 1

LiBRaRy 
FROM PAGE 1

Typically yarn bombing hap-
pens without the knowledge 
or consent of the town being 
“bombed.” But Laura Korch, a 
member of the Carrboro Arts 
Committee who came up with 
the idea, went before the Carr-
boro Board of Alderman in June 
to get approval. 

“When I first got on the arts 
committee I was thinking about 
what kind of project I would like 
to propose,” Korch said. 

“Everyone already spends a lot 

of time outside in Carrboro walk-
ing or riding bikes, so I thought 
that an outdoor art installation 
would be perfect.” 

Korch said she chose yarn 
bombing because the material 
was cheap and colorful. 

After the town approved the 
project, Korch worked on recruit-
ing knitters, ending up with a 
group of 12, and getting supplies 
donated. 

“It was about brightening 
spaces and adding color,” Korch 
said. “People find it kind of funny 
and playful.” 

The yarn decorations are ex-
pected to be up for four weeks. 

yaRn BomB 
FROM PAGE 1

LandfiLL 
FROM PAGE 1

them apart and use them,” she 
added. 

Commissioner Barry Jacobs 
also expressed his frustration 
and said he thought a transfer 
station should be sited closer to 
the largest trash contributors. 

“Personally I am really tired 
of municipal problems being 
solved by putting it in rural ar-
eas,” Jacobs said. “I would urge 
Mayor Chilton to come back 
with a site in Carrboro, and 
Mayor Kleinschmidt with a site 
in Chapel Hill.” 

The board on Tuesday voted 
to move forward with negotiat-
ing a contract with the Durham 
waste transfer station as a tem-
porary solution. 

In other business Tuesday 
evening, the board nominated 
commissioners Pam Hem-
minger and Foushee to the His-
toric Rogers Road Task Force 
and voted to move the county 
to single-stream recycling using 
current recycling bins instead of 
purchasing new roller carts. 

A yarn bomb hits a sculpture near the intersection of Greensboro and 
Weaver Streets.  PHOTO By ALICIA STEMPER
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NOW SOLD AT 
WEAVER STREET MARKET

FULLY BAKED Just heat in oven or microwave

CATHY’S HOMEMADE BISCUITS
AVAILABLE NOW  

AT ALL 3 WEAVER STREET MARKET  
LOCATIONS

Downtown Carrboro • Downtown 
Hillsborough • Southern Village

In the frozen foods section

THE NORTH CAROLINA BOTANICAL GARDEN 
100 Old Mason Farm Road, Chapel Hill, NC 

 

in celebration of 

National Invasive Plant Awareness Week 
presents an educational poster exhibit 

Plant This, Not That: 
Alternatives to Invasives 

 

              Speaker:  Johnny Randall, NCBG 
              Associate Director for Natural Areas 

    and Conservation Programs 
          Artists: 

              Irena Brubaker 
                    Betsy Lowry Donovan 

      Glenda Parker Jones 
    Joanne Phillips Lott 

        Julia Shields 
                      M.P. Wilson 

 
join us at the Garden for the 

Opening Presentation, Reception and 
 Display of Original Artworks 

Saturday, February 25, 2012 
1:00 PM

admission free, but reservations required 
call 919-962-0522 by February 20th

poster exhibit is ongoing 

smith mathcounts heads to finals
Earlier this month, the Smith Middle School 

MathCounts Team won their MathCounts Chap-
ter Competition at Athens Drive High in Raleigh, 
coming in first out of 28 teams. The win qualified 
the Smith team for the state finals, to be held at 
the N.C. School of Science and Math in Durham 
on March 16. Smith had more than 70 students 
participate in the MathCounts program this year, 
and while it has consistently fielded strong teams, 
this is the first time the team has won its chapter 
competition.

children’s art exhibit
A Young Children’s Art Opening will be held 

at The ArtsCenter on Sunday from 2-3 p.m., 
sponsored by the Orange County Partnership for 
Young Children.

Seven CHCCS students have been selected 
to have their art displayed. Gracie Vollins was se-
lected from Carrboro Elementary. Addison Gil-
ner and Sam Snider were selected from Morris 
Grove Elementary. Jayden Brady, Alesia Eiland, 
Trey Frasier and Anna French were selected from 
Rashkis Elementary.

nominations for teacher of the year
CHCCS is now accepting nominations for the 

2012-13 Teacher of the Year, due to the school’s 
principal’s office by March 1. For a nomination 
form, contact the school’s main office or the 
district’s human resources office or visit tinyurl.
com/725gd98.

essay contest winners
Two freshmen at Chapel Hill High School 

placed in the 2012 Orange County Human Rela-
tions Commission’s Student Essay Contest. Elijah 
Moore won first place and will receive $100, while 
Natalee Atwater won third and will receive $25. 
Both students will read their essays at the Pauli 
Murray Human Relations Award Ceremony on 
Sunday at 3 p.m. in the ballroom of the Central 
Orange Senior Center in Hillsborough. 

This year’s prompt asked students to describe a 
significant moment or experience in their life that 
illustrates their understanding of what social jus-
tice means.

5k for education
The Chapel Hill-Carrboro Public School 

Foundation is teaming up with Fleet Feet Sports 
Carrboro to get teachers and school employees 
moving in preparation for the foundation’s first-
ever 5K for Education on April 28. The founda-
tion will offer employees a six-week training pro-
gram beginning March 12.

Parents and staff interested in serving as men-
tors at their school can register online and attend a 
training session on Monday at the Lincoln Center, 
while anyone interested in running can register 
online for the race. Visit publicschoolfoundation.
org and click the 5K for Fitness banner to register 
or for more information.

school Briefscharter school decision 
set for next week
By JeRemy geRLacH
Courtesy of the Carrboro 
Commons

Raleigh had its education lot-
tery debate, Wake County had 
its neighborhood schools dilem-
ma – now Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
is getting its moment in the spot-
light of educational controversy.

Though the Howard and Lil-
lian Lee Scholars Charter School 
could open its doors this August 
– pending a decision next week 
by the State Board of Educa-
tion – for now those doors seem 
more like floodgates. The torrent 
of debates over the school has 
divided the public on both fiscal 
and racial issues. 

Angela Lee, the charter 
school’s main proponent and 
lead applicant, is leading a team 
of reformers hoping to narrow 
the achievement gaps between 
white, black and Latino students, 
according to Lee’s application to 
the North Carolina Department 
of Public Instruction.

Lee’s report states that in the 
2009-10 school year, white stu-
dents within Chapel Hill-Carr-
boro City Schools scored at least 
35 percentage points higher on 
average than their black and La-
tino counterparts.

According to Chapel Hill-
Carrboro City Schools Board 
of Education Chair Mia Bur-
roughs, the issues are complicat-
ed, and a charter school isn’t the 
best way to get at those issues. 

“We want to serve the great-
est number of kids in the great-
est way,” she says. “The rest of 
the [school board] and I don’t 
believe a charter school is needed 
to help us get to that goal.”

To alleviate crowding at the 
elementary school level and bet-
ter serve students, a new elemen-
tary school is already on the way, 
scheduled to open its doors in 
the Northside neighborhood in 

August 2013.
While Lee could not be 

reached for comment, her col-
league on the charter school’s 
board of directors, Stephanie 
Perry, says the new school would 
focus more on the achievement 
gap – an issue she says cannot be 
addressed by just adding another 
public school.

“One size does not fit all,” she 
says. “We can’t keep approach-
ing [the achievement gap] in the 
same way, expecting different 
results.”

Perry, a mother of two chil-
dren in the CHCCS system – 
one in high school and another 
in elementary school – argues 
the charter school is not an at-
tempt to corporatize education.

“This project has been care-
fully thought out, and it’s been 
a long time in the making,” she 
says. “I became involved with 
this project over a year ago be-
cause I felt that [the community] 
was just waiting to fix the prob-
lem – now, let’s just fix it.”

Stephanie Knott, assistant 
superintendent for community 
relations for CHCCS, says the 
data the charter school’s board is 
using is too narrow.

“They only used one year, 
2009-10, in their report,” she says. 
“When the school board looked 
at the data over three years, they 
found that the gap was already 
decreasing significantly.”

In contrast to Lee’s stark 35 
percent gap, Knott’s office found 

that from 2008-11, this gap de-
creased to 32.5 percent in read-
ing proficiency and 12.3 percent 
in math scores.

Burroughs adds that the con-
troversy over the charter school is 
racially tinged, and goes beyond 
the numbers. She says that Cha-
pel Hill-Carrboro NAACP Pres-
ident Robert Campbell has even 
stepped in to write a letter to the 
state board of education oppos-
ing the proposed charter school.

Burroughs says she agrees 
with the sentiments of Camp-
bell’s letter, which argues that the 
children of Chapel Hill and Car-
rboro carry the legacy of slavery 
and Jim Crow segregation that 
lasted well into the 1970s.  Her 
worry is that the charter school 
would siphon off minority stu-
dents from the rest of the system.

“Our community fought so 
hard to desegregate in the ’60s,” 
she says. “I can’t think why we 
would want to undo that work.”

Burroughs says the CHCCS 
board has already voted to send a 
letter to the state board of educa-
tion and will await the results of 
the state’s meeting next Wednes-
day.

Jeremy Gerlach is a UNC student 
writing for the Carrboro Commons, 
a bi-weekly online lab newspaper 
for Jock Lauterer’s Community 
Journalism class at the School of 
Journalism and Mass Communica-
tion.

The Smith MathCounts Team won their MathCounts Chapter Competition on Feb. 11. From left: 
coach Boyd Blackburn, Sarah Wu, Ashley yang, Lizzie yang. Andrew zhang, Kelly zhang, Veronica Kim, 
Vijay Dey, Jennifer zou, Matthew Dai and Stas Kuzmenko. PHOTO COURTESy OF BOyD BLACKBURN

school Lunch menus
fRiday 2/24
Elementary School: Chicken Nug-
gets, Beefaroni, Cheese Quesadilla 
w/Salsa

Middle and High School: Fish Sticks 
w/Wheat Roll & Tartar Sauce, 
Ranch Potato Wedges, Penne Pasta 
w/Italian Meat Sauce, Garlic Bread, 
Steamed Broccoli 

monday 2/27
Elementary School: Cheese 
MAXX Sticks w/Sauce, Meatball 
Sub, Chicken Fajita Salad, Steamed 
Broccoli, Baked Sweet Potato, Rosy 

Applesauce, Orange Smiles

Middle and High School: Buffalo 
Chicken Sandwich w/Oven Fries, 
Chicken Tenders, Wheat Roll, 
Glazed Carrots

tuesday 2/28
Elementary School: Vegetable 
Lasagna w/Garlic Bread, BBQ 
Chicken Sandwich, Spinach Salad, 
Southwest Black Beans, Carrot 
& Broccoli Cup, Pineapple Cup, 
Raisins 

Middle and High School: Beef & 
Cheese or Bean & Cheese Burrito, 

Steamed Black-eyed Peas, Spanish 
Rice, BBQ Pork Rib Sandwich w/
Tater Tots

Wednesday 2/29
Elementary School: Chicken Pot 
Pie, Cheese Pizza, Bagel w/yogurt 
& Peanut Butter, Seasoned Green 
Beans, Tossed Salad, Banana, 
Fruited Jell-o

Middle and High School: Meatball 
Sub w/Mashed Potatoes, Meatloaf, 
Wheat Roll, Turnip Greens

“We want to serve the greatest number of kids 

in the greatest way. The rest of the [school board] 

and I don’t believe a charter school is needed to 

help us get to that goal.”

— Mia Burroughs
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Kelsea Parker
919-357-7236

Quality, detailed cleaning with 
your preferences in mind.

Trustworthy, reliable, own 
equipment, great rates.

Long-term original clients 
since 1992

Service above and 
beyond “the basics”

Clean house + happiness 
guaranteed!

 Jay Parker, Broker
jayp@weaverstreetrealty.com  919.225.6773

photo by Gretchen Mathison in front of the Carrboro PTA Thrift Shop

“A suit and tie don’t make a realtor any more 
than a beret or a wispy beard make an artist. 
Friendliness, humor and being yourself are 
all part of being a professional.”  

Let's talk!
We offer gentle and 
proven pain relief.

Neville Chiropractic Center
505 W. Main Street, Carrboro
967-7887
nevillechiropractic.com

Dr. Wanda Neville

Suffering from joint or back pain?

REAL ESTATE & CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED RATES $5.00/issue for up to 15 words. Words over 15: $0.35/word/issue.  

Place your classified ad online until MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

Homes for sale

4Br Brick rancH This home home is 
settled beneath mature pin-oaks on almost 
5 acres in Southern Alamance county, 
minutes to Saxapahaw. Sunroom, eat-in 
kitchen, storage barn & carport. $124,000 
Weaver Street Realty 919-929-5658 

cHarming cottage Brand new one 
level cottage in downtown Carrboro. Open 
floor plan with gracious owners’ suite, 
hardwood floors, cook’s kitchen, fireplace, 
garage. Can finish 2nd floor. Call Tom or 
Mariana at Terra Nova for plan or visit us 
at www.104LaurelCottage.com Call 929-
2005 

green Details tHrougHout Awe-
some remodel of early 20th c farmhouse. 
Radiant heat floors, tankless radiant heat 
water heater, metal roof, organic gardens, 
active spring on 5ac lot. 3BR/2Ba, large 
rooms, great kitchen! $479,000 Weaver 
Street Realty 919-929-5658 

no stuffiness in this house. Nice 
wood floors, large windows, fireplace, 
cooks kitchen, soothing paint colors. You 
can move in & feel at right at home. De-
tached studio/office has woodstove for 
heat. 6ac with stream and cool wooden 
gate at the entry. $315,000 Weaver Street 
Realty 919-929-5658 

real estate agents! More than 
12,000 local readers will see your listing 
in the Citizen classifieds. Homes for sale 
or rent, open houses, commercial prop-
erty, whatever you want to sell, we have 
options that can help. Call us at 942-2100 
ext. 2# for more information. 

spring Valley cHarmer This home 
is just the right size and has been beauti-
fully kept. High cathedral ceilings, lots of 
light, and great separation of bedrooms. 
Wonderful front porch and back deck that 
looks out over the neighborhood play-
ground. $279,000 Weaver Street Realty 
919-929-565/ 

stunning Home in tHe ceDars is 
just a quick walk to town. Customized with 
3 full baths, sweet study spaces and open 
living areas; great flow for entertaining. Two 
porches overlook landscape of year round 
gardens. Private, backs up to the wooded 
common area and pond. $399,500 Weaver 
Street Realty 919-929-5658 

office space for lease/sale

office space for rent in downtown 
historic Carrboro building. 2400 square 
feet now available. Call 919-264-6618. 

office space for sale or lease
Not your vanilla box - Asian inspired con-
temporary office suite. Three separate 
offices. CAT5 wiring. Rent $1200/ month. 
For sale $156,900. Rent to own possibility. 
www.605WestMain.com 
Contact: kara@terranovaglobal.com or 
929-2005

office/retail space for rent For-
mer Red Hen location. 201 W. Weaver 
Street. 919-516-6002. 

Help WanteD

summer Day camp STAFF - Carrboro 
Kinderventures & Enrichment Camps. 
(Director, Supervisors, Counselors, and 
Inclusion Specialist). Pay rates: $9.80 ñ 
12.80/hr depending on position. 20-40 
hrs/wk depending on camp, camp ses-
sion, and position. Experience working 
with youth and/or children with special 
needs, valid driver’s license and FA/CPR 
cert. preferred. Must have strong people, 
organizational and planning skills. Must 
be available June 4 ñ July 24. Open until 
filled. For more info, call 918-7364. For an 
application, contact HR, 301 W. Main St., 
Carrboro, NC 27510, 918-7320 or visit our 
website at www.townofcarrboro.org. EOE. 

Home improVement

carpenter Kendrick Harvey Car-
pentry Service. I have been a local 
carpenter for 26 years. I make big 
pieces of wood smaller and nail 
them together! Any kind of fram-
ing. Decks, Log structures, Screen, 
Porches, Cabinets, Remodels, Fenc-
es, Barns, That door you bought at 
Habitat, Acoustic Tile Ceilings, Tile, 
Bookshelves, Planters, Metal roofs, 
Floors, Cable deck railings, Pergo-
las, Trellises, Trim, Skylites, Move 
or make new doors or windows, Re-
taining walls, Any carpentry related 
repairs. I work by the hour or by 
the job. References available. Feel 
free to look at sample work on my 
website. KendrickHarvey.com kend-
rickch@gmail.com 919-545-4269 

lanDscaping

lanDscaping Trees topped & cut, 
shrubs pruned, mulching w/ oak or pine 
mulch, pine straw etc. Lawn cleanup, 
leaves, gutters etc. Gravel driveways, 
road grading & repair. 30 years experi-
ence. Call 942-0390. 

yarD care WitH care Brian D. 
Rogers Tree & Landscaping. Mulch, 
pine straw, leaf removal, gutters 
cleaned, tree/ shrub planting, shap-
ing & pruning, tree removal, storm 
cleanup, jungle taming. Free quotes. 
Immaculate cleanup. Over 15 yrs. 
experience, fully licensed/ insured. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 933-9921 or 
542-9892 

serVices

DiVinerose facials 2012: Feed 
your Self Beauty with a Divinerose Fa-
cial...... Cori Roth, Wholistic, Certified 
Dr. Hauschka Esthetician and Retailer. 
Please visit divinerose.com for more 
info. 

attention local attorneys: 
Free-lance court reporter with 20 years 
experience, now accepting new clients. 
Professional service, competitive rates. 
919-943-8039 

miscellaneous

sell local! Sell your stuff with a Citi-
zen classified. Put your ad in front of lo-
cal readers all over Chapel Hill, Carrboro, 
Hillsborough, Pittsboro and surrounding 
area. Just $5/week for 15 words or less. 
Visit carrborocitizen.com to order, or call 
942-2100 ext. 2#. 

free

FREE PALLETS FOR FIREWOOD
Free heat for small effort. Come and get 
’em. Downtown Carrboro. 919-368-6912

 

What’s at market
MeAt: prosciutto, pork sausage, brats, 
various other cuts of pork, lamb, various cuts 
of beef and more VeGGIeS : Greenhouse 
tomatoes, rhubarb, cabbage, green garlic, 
parsley, plant starters, Brussels sprouts, arugula, 

cilantro, parsley, radishes, carrots, turnips, beets, fennel, potatoes, 
lettuces, kale, bok choy, Swiss chard, collard greens, kale, mustard 
greens, spinach, fresh herbs, white and purple sweet potatoes, 
dried tomatoes and more CheeSeS : an assortment of goat 
and cow cheeses fLoweRS : paperwhites, tulips, hyacinths 
SpeCIALtY IteMS : kombucha, wine, breads including 
bread crumbs, pies, cakes, tortes, jams, jellies, pickles, local hot-
dogs, fermented foods, vegan and gluten-free options and more

WinteR 
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Executive directors of some 
of our venerable local agencies 
meet regularly for support and 
collaboration. 

“Like many organizations, 
we have seen pockets of funding 
dry up all while managing an 
ever-increasing case load,” said 
Shamecca Bryant of the Orange 
County Rape Crisis Center. 
“Our services for Spanish-speak-
ers increased by 74 percent last 
fiscal year and is still growing. 
We are the only local agency 
providing support group-based 
healing services for survivors of 
sexual violence and this program 
has also seen an increase. Like 
many agencies in the commu-

nity, we carry a waitlist for indi-
vidual therapy services.” 

But there also seems to be a 
waitlist for reimbursement. 

“A lot of times when we’re 
promised funding, it’s coming 
late. Funding was promised in 
July, but we didn’t receive reim-
bursements until November,” 
Bryant said. 

Some agencies have had to 
worry about making payroll for 
staff. 

“Generally, we wait five to 
seven months to receive grant 
money from one of our con-
tracts,” said Ann Gerhardt of 
The Women’s Center. During 
that period staff salaries must 
still be paid so the programs 
are delivered to the community. 
“No other business would oper-
ate like this. We are expected to 

‘coast’ and pay for our expenses 
while the state holds us fiscally 
accountable, yet the state’s fiscal 
responsibility to nonprofits does 
not seem to match our fiscal in-
tegrity to them.”

The Women’s Center recently 
announced its merger with the 
Family Violence Prevention 
Center, with which it has collab-
orated for more than a decade. 

“From 1982 until 2009, Vol-
unteers for Youth ran a mentor-
ing program that received Gov-
ernor’s One-on-One Volunteer 
funding from the state of North 
Carolina,” said Susan Worley of 
Volunteers for Youth. “This pro-
gram provided hundreds of local 
kids with caring adult mentors.” 

But in the summer of 2009, 
the state legislature eliminated 
funding for all those programs. 

Two full-time staff positions 
were lost, and the mentoring 
program has been kept afloat 
through volunteers, interns and 
any funding available. 

“Sadly, judges, court coun-
selors, attorneys, mental health 
professionals and others who 
work with delinquent youth are 
constantly pointing out the need 
so many of these kids have for a 
positive adult role model,” Wor-
ley said. “It’s hugely frustrating 
to know that we have the tools 
and knowledge to provide men-
tors to at-risk kids but are lim-
ited by a lack of resources from 
doing all that needs to be done.”

Freedom House treats peo-
ple with addictions and mental 
health issues. Its state funding 
is further complicated because 
it comes from the mental health 

division of human services, 
which is undergoing radical 
changes.

“We’ve got a system that’s 
been in some level of disarray, in 
great part due to the recession,” 
said Trish Hussey, executive di-
rector of Freedom House. “We’re 
having to manage reduced funds 
to try to provide as many ser-
vices as we can. But we’re seeing 
an increase for the needs, not a 
decrease.” 

She said that in fiscal year 
2008 Freedom House served 
6,048 clients; by last year it had 
increased to 9,962.

The state has forced a reduc-
tion in the Freedom House six-
month halfway house program 
to three months, which has 
drastically reduced its success 
rate from around 80 percent to 

20 percent (part of which can 
be blamed on the lack of jobs, 
which clients need in order to 
establish themselves in the com-
munity). 

“Almost all nonprofits are 
sitting on a financial line now 
that’s very different from where 
we were five or six years ago,” 
Hussey said. “We’re all having 
to struggle to sustain the good 
work we do, but we’re impas-
sioned and committed to the 
missions of our agencies. We’re 
all people who don’t blink an eye 
over working 60 hours a week at 
what we are doing.” 

Valarie Schwartz can be reached 
at valariekays@mac.com or 923-
3746.
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knowing about that “down-
in-the-woods” watercress as 
a youngster some years ago. 
Since that patch has been 
there for a while, I’m most 
proud that we three woods-
walkers pulled out all the 
invasive Chinese privet from 
where, poised along stream-

side, it would eventually have 
displaced that watercress. In 
addition, we lingered long 
enough to extract a few of 
those encroaching nandinas.

you’ll find watercress 
easy to discover on Saturday 
mornings at the Carrboro 
Farmers’ Market, where at 

least one of the local farmers 
has it for observant patrons!

Email Ken Moore at flora@car-
rborocitizen.com. Find previous 
Ken Moore Citizen columns at 
The Annotated Flora (carrboroc-
itizen.com/flora).
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at the history and legend 
of specific points of inter-
est throughout the forest. 
Having never been clear-cut, 
the forest contains mon-
arch oaks, tulip poplars and 
American beech dating back 
to European settlement in 
1740.

Not far from one of the 
dense areas of invading 
privet, honeysuckle and even 
red-berried nandina, we 
three were ecstatic to find 
that patch of emerald-green 
watercress. Watercress, a 
perennial in the mustard 
family, is dependent on hav-
ing its succulent stems and 
roots in the moving water. 
The watercress was nestled 
down in a stream close to 
where moving water magi-
cally emerged from beneath 
one of those giant trees.

We enjoyed tasting some 
of the tender new leaves, 
being careful not to disturb 
the base of the plants that 
seemed barely anchored in 
the streambed. The taste 
is distinctively spicy, unlike 
anything else. 

My medicinal and edi-
ble-plant guru, Dr. James 
Duke, describes enjoying 
watercress up in Maryland 
almost all year long. He does 
lament, however, the reality 
of pollution in most streams 
and thus cautions about eat-
ing watercress without first 
cooking it. Though its spicy 
uncooked flavor is hard to 
beat, a few nights ago I really 
enjoyed the sweet taste of 
quickly sautéed watercress. 

I am happy we found the 
watercress. Chapel Hill-
ian Diana Steele reports 

Bright-green watercress patch sparkles on the winter forest floor. PHOTO By KEN MOORE

www.uncmidwives.org

your birth
experience

should be as
special as 

your baby.
UNC OB/GYN at the N.C. Women’s Hospital
101 Manning Drive
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Appointments: (919) 843-3051 

UNC OB/GYN at Timberlyne
112 Perkins Drive, Suite 400
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Appointments: (919) 843-7005

UNC Midwives know every delivery is special. We’re here 
to help you plan a birth that is right for you.
UNC Midwives offer:
•	 low	intervention	approaches	which	promote	the	normalcy	of	labor	 

and birth
•	 increased	awareness	of	alternatives	to	elective	obstetrical	

procedures
•	 expanded	knowledge	about	family	planning,	gynecological	health	 

and alternative therapies
•	 and	in-house	obstetrical	access	24/7

All to make sure your delivery is as special as your new baby. 

Visit us at one of our convenient locations.

a tHousand WoRds
By JOCK LAUTERER

Do you have an important old photo that 
you value? Email your photo to jock@email.
unc.edu and include the story behind the 
picture. Because every picture tells a story. 
And its worth? A thousand words.

W
ith this year marking the 100th anniversary of 
the founding of Chapel Hill Boy Scout Troop 39, 
many old campers are planning festivities this 
spring. Back in the day when I was a Troop 39er, 
our scoutmaster was Ed Johnson, who made this 

goofy shot in 1959 or 1960. The human pyramid is made up of (bottom 
row, from left): the 1k Word guy, Robert Crook and Joe Moore; (second 
row) Tim Hubbard and David Radford; and Johnny Allcott on top. All-
cott, one of my best childhood chums and a longtime Eugene, Ore., doc-
tor of internal medicine, and I have exchanged Christmas cards faithfully 
for 44 years. Former Scoutmaster Ed Johnson, who shot this photo using 
Kodak slide film, lives out off Buckhorn Road and turns 79 this spring. I 
hear a big reunion is planned for Memorial Day weekend. Even though 
I bet the elder scouts attending won’t be doing any gymnastics, some of 
us still can tie a square knot in the dark – left over right; right over left.

troop 39, 1959-60

County would have no way to fix. 
“To close the landfill and send 

it somewhere else, creating another 
Rogers Road, just shows we didn’t 
learn our lesson,” Rich said. 

However, while many elected 
officials have voiced their concerns 
about where the trash would go 
from Durham, many don’t seem to 
know exactly where it would go, or 
even if it would be staying in North 
Carolina. 

As it turns out, that trash does 
stay in state and does more good 
than officials might anticipate. 
From Durham’s waste transfer sta-
tion, trash is trucked to Montgom-
ery County, N.C., to the Uwharrie 
Regional Landfill, managed by Re-
public Services Inc., a private waste 
disposal company.

According to Matthew Wood-
ard, interim county manager for 
Montgomery County, the land 
the landfill occupies is deeded to 
Republic by the county and then 
split into quadrants, which are 
filled with trash. The county gets 
$2.36 per ton of garbage taken to 
the landfill, which goes to funding 
county operations. 

“I guess people would think you 
would never say you’re fortunate to 
have a landfill, but we are,” Wood-
ard said. 

Montgomery County was once 
filled with textile mills that em-
ployed a large percentage of the 
county’s population, but when 
the mills started moving overseas, 
Woodard said, having the landfill 
in the county helped keep them 
afloat. 

Woodard estimates that around 
25 percent of the county is current-
ly unemployed, with 12.8 percent 
collecting unemployment benefits. 

“We would have been in dire 
straits if it had not been for that 
landfill,” Woodard said. 

Opened in October 2006, the 
Uwharrie Regional Landfill ac-
cepts trash from Greensboro, Dur-
ham and, on occasion, Chatham 
County. Even with the addition 
of Orange County’s trash to Dur-
ham’s load, Woodard said the land-
fill is projected to stay open for 15 
more years. 

While environmental issues are 
a concern for the county, especially 
since most of the land in Mont-
gomery County belongs to the 
Uwharrie National Forest, Wood-
ard said it is a risk the county has 
to take. 

“We are very sensitive to the en-
vironment, but at the same time we 
have to recognize we have to meet 
the needs of the citizens,” he said. 

–Rose Laudicina
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