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Sweetgum balls are dropping everywhere.

Lessons from 
sweetgum balls

L
ike any kid, I’m fascinated 
with sweetgum balls; it’s 
good to stay in touch with 
your inner kid. This is the 
time of year when most of 

those dangling seed pods drop from 
mature sweetgums, Liquidambar sty-
ruciflua. You often see kids stooped 
over observing and touching those 
curious spiky gum balls wherever 
they discover them on forest paths 
and town walkways. Just imagine 
the wonder of those moments.

Looking closely, I see in each 
gum ball a nest of baby birds 
with mouths wide open, waiting 
for food. In fact, the tiny winged 
seeds of sweetgum provide food 
for goldfinches, chickadees, quail 
and numerous other birds. 

Freshly fallen gum balls are 
beautiful; some even seem 
polished, in colors varying from 
copper to burgundy. Each ball, a 
perfect work of art, would make 
any handcrafting artist proud. 

Walking along Poplar Avenue 
recently, I noticed a layer of 
freshly dropped gum balls cov-
ering the ground. There were 
several large sweetgums grow-
ing along Tom’s Creek, and they 
were nestled in a beautiful mulch 
of gum balls. I remember an 
article in The Garden, the official 
publication of England’s Royal 
Horticultural Society. The writer 
was praising sweetgum balls as 
mulch beneath trees and shrubs. 
The English are ever so practical 
and resourceful, so mulching with 
sweetgum balls seems appropri-
ate, if not normal.

In sharp contrast is the chorus 
of condemnations that those aw-
ful sweetgum trees are a men-
ace, with their dropping-gum-
balls habit. Folks hate them; or 
at most, tolerate them. Few folks 
really value them.

SEE  FLORA PAGE 8
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Congregations 
examine issues 
in mental health
By Taylor Sisk
Staff Writer

 CHAPEL HILL   — Like society at large, 
faith communities often struggle with 
the complexities of mental illness – 
how to know, how to help, what to say. 

Recognizing the need for bet-
ter insight, a multi-congregational 
organization called Faith Connections 
on Mental Illness convened a forum 
at Binkley Baptist Church this past 
Sunday titled “Faith, Hope and Love: 
When One Suffers from a Mental 
Illness.” This was the second year the 
forum was held. Approximately a 
hundred people attended.

A panel of clergy members and 
advocates, including recipients of 
mental health care services, stressed the 
importance of accepting that a person 
can appear “normal” while experiencing

SEE  MENTAL HEALTH  PAGE 3

Women’s art at heart of fundraising successrecently 

. . . 

By Valarie Schwartz

Good ideas, like art and wine, improve with time. 
In 1983, when Moreton Neal attended a fund-

raiser for the fledgling Women’s Center, she spent 
her time at the ice cream social held at Pyewacket (a 
popular quasi-vegetarian restaurant in The Court-
yard from 1977-2002) envisioning a better way to 
raise money.

“Quite frankly, I was a little jealous of Py-
ewacket,” Neal said recently during a lunch of 
sandwiches from Neal’s Deli (owned by son Matt 
and his wife, Sheila Neal) at her Greenwood 
neighborhood home. 

Twenty-six years ago, Neal was adjusting to 
life as a single mom while running La Résidence, 
the restaurant she had started with her ex – Bill 
Neal, whom she had met in French class during 
their senior year at Duke. The former art major 
thought of her female employees, many of whom 
were struggling artists with few options for exhib-
its, and she visualized a gathering at La Res, with 
walls adorned with art by women, in her woman-
owned-and-run restaurant. 

SEE  RECENTLY PAGE 5

Community mourns the 
loss of Tom Robinson
By Kirk Ross
Staff Writer

 Carrboro  —  For four decades, 
Tom Robinson sold seafood, much of 
that time out of a little white concrete 
block shop in downtown Carrboro. 
While he’s sure to be remembered 
for that, mostly he’ll be remembered 
for being Tom Robinson — a sharp-
witted, sometimes-acerbic, honest and 
forthright individual. He was his own 
man until the end.

Robinson died Friday at UNC Hos-
pitals from pneumonia, which resulted 
from H1N1. He was 58 years old.

Anyone who knew Tom will tell 
you that he ran at a slightly higher 
RPM than the rest of us. Anyone 
who worked for him can relate how 
particular he was about the way 
things should be done.

He was, maybe, a little eccentric. 
He collected things. He raced pi-
geons. You read that right.

Many of his customers became 
friends.

Kay Lund and her husband, 
Mark Price, were in that group. The 
couple began buying their fish from 
Robinson in 1982 when he operated 
out of an outdoor market on the cor-
ner of Church and Rosemary streets 
in Chapel Hill.

Lund said the visit to the seafood 
shop to provision the family oyster 
roasts became a tradition, and after 
Tom moved to Carrboro he became a 
regular at their Christmas Eve socials.

“He’d be the first person to show 
up, coming over right after closing up 
in the afternoon for a single-malt,” 
she said. “Christmas Eve won’t be the 
same without him. I just want to say 
to him, ‘Thanks for all the oysters.’” 

Photo by VALARIE SCHWARTZ
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Town council hears concerns 
on cell phones and driving
By Beth Mechum
Staff Writer

 CHAPEL HILL   — The Chapel Hill 
Town Council opened a public hearing 
on cell phone and road safety Monday 
night, and with it came a flood of an-
ecdotes about what is seen as a growing 
problem.

Council member Penny Rich, who 
requested the hearing, spoke of an email 
from a parent of a UNC student who 
expressed concern after her daughter was 
rear-ended two separate times by two sep-
arate cell phone-wielding drivers.

Chapel Hill Mayor Mark Klein-
schmidt spoke of the recent accident 
in Efland involving a woman who was 

seen talking on her cell phone before be-
ing struck by an Amtrak train, killing 
both her and her 5-year-old son.

Coolidge St. resident and former coun-
cil member Joe Capowski recalled the 
time a UNC student talking on her cell 
phone almost knocked him off his bike.

“This is way past an accident waiting 
to happen,” Capowski said.

The council is considering possible 
regulation of handheld cell phone use 
by drivers. North Carolina already out-
lawed texting while driving, but some 
council members feel that taking it even 
further would be beneficial.

SEE  COUNCIL  PAGE 3

Manager lays out budget realities
By Kirk Ross
Staff Writer

 Carrboro  — Town Manager 
Steve Stewart isn’t known for over-
blown hyperbole or prone to wild 
exaggeration. So when on Tuesday 
night he called this year and the one 
ahead two of the toughest he’s faced 
in 32 years of drafting budgets, it un-
derlined what town leaders are facing, 
again, as budget season rolls around.

“Sounds like it’s going to be a fun 
spring,” Alderman Jacquie Gist dead-
panned after hearing Stewart’s reality 
check at a meeting of the board at 
Town Hall.

Stewart said that paying for the 
opening and staffing of the new fire 
station on Homestead Road and a 
mandatory increase in the rate the 
town pays into the employee retire-
ment fund are the biggest fiscal 
challenges.

He also said he made a pledge to 
the town’s employees that he would 
do everything he could to avoid any 
layoffs and furloughs. That’ll mean 

holding open unfilled positions, cut-
ting back on training and forgoing 
proposed changes to the town’s pay 
classifications and merit pay system.

In order to avoid a tax increase, 
the town will have to keep a tight 
rein on spending.

“We’ll be lucky just to continue 
to do what we’ve been doing. I don’t 
see that there’s any room for new 
programs or expansion unless we cut 
somewhere else or we look at a tax in-
crease being imposed,” Stewart said.

Carrboro Mayor Mark Chilton 
said he expects Stewart to try to hold 
the line on taxes.

“I know the manager will do what 
he can to make sure there’s as little 
change in taxes as he can figure out 
how to do,” Chilton said Wednesday.

Chilton said he was concerned 
about the impact on town employees 
of another year of short staffs and no 
pay increases.

“I feel like the town’s employees 
have been partners with the tax-
payers in trying to deal with the 
recession,” he said.

The board, Chilton said, will 
need to find a way of letting em-
ployees know they are valued by 
the community.

“We need to find some way to 
make sure [the employees] are feel-
ing the love,” the mayor said.

Also Tuesday night, the board 
adopted new rules for the design 
review process for downtown de-
velopments. The changes were 
made to allow for greater flexibility 
in judging a project’s design.

In other action, the board 
delayed a public hearing on a 
revision of the town’s outdoor-
lighting ordinance and on modi-
fications to the town’s affordable-
housing rules.

The board also delayed a deci-
sion on whether to change banks. 
Chilton said the town’s finance de-
partment staff is short-staffed and 
board members wanted to hold off 
on a decision until the matter could 
be more thoroughly reviewed and 
the finance department better pre-
pared to make a change.

Photo by VALARIE SCHWARTZ
Perry Deane Young and Moreton Neal surrounded by art collected from her years of curating the Women’s 
Center’s annual event.
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Thursday, Feb 25
Coffee Cupping — Open Eye 
Cafe presents a free class - Coffee 
Cupping. Open to the community, 
free of charge. 7pm in the cafe’s 
side room. RSVP to coffeescott@
gmail.com as space is limited. For 
more info, contact openeyecafe.
com, or 968-9410. 

Saturday, Feb 28
Ride for Relief — Open Eye 
Café in Carrboro hosts Ride for 
Relief at 9am, staging pre-ride 
activities and offering post-ride re-
freshments. This event offers two 
ride options: 24 or 50 miles. The 
24-mile ride leaves Carrboro and 
heads to the Dairyland area and 
back. The 50-mile ride goes to 
Saxapahaw and back. The Saxapa-
haw General Store will provide 
the opportunity for snacks and 
water bottle refills. Cyclists of all 
abilities are welcome - this is not 
a race. All participants will be 
required to sign a waiver prior to 
participation. $10 minimum dona-
tion requested. Donations sup-
port the Red Cross Haiti effort.

Tuesday, Mar 2
Movie Nite @ the Library 
—  Movie Nite @ the Library 
presents Elizabeth - starring Cate 
Blanchett - at 6:45pm in the 
Chapel Hill Public Library Meeting 
Room. The film is rated R. Free, 
no sign-up needed. For more info, 
969-2028. 

Modern Alchemy — The Cen-
tral North Carolina Mineral Club 
will host Phoenix Miller, Chapel 
Hill decorative artist and gilder. 
She will give a slide presentation 
on Modern Alchemy: Turning Clay 
into Silver, at 7 pm at the Seymour 
Senior Center, 2551 Homestead 
Rd. in Chapel Hill. Open to the 
public, free of charge. Fore more 
info, 968-2070.

Ongoing

Cancer Support — Support 
groups for cancer patients and 
their families. cornucopiahouse.
org

Compassionate Friends 
— Free self-help support for 
all adults grieving the loss of a 
child or sibling. Third Mondays, 
7-8:30pm, Evergreen United 
Methodist Church. 967-3221, 
chapelhilltcf.org

Yoga for Everyone — UNC 
Comprehensive Cancer Sup-
port Program presents Yoga for 
Everyone. Each class will include 
a full yoga practice as well as 
exploration of physical movement, 
meditation, breathing techniques, 
and relaxation. All levels are 
welcome. Classes will be held on 
Mondays from 11am-12:30pm. 
Carolina Pointe II, 6013 Farrington 
Road, Suite 101 in Chapel Hill. 
966-3494.

Family to Family  — A  series 
of 12 weekly classes structured to 
help family members understand 
and support a family member 
suffering with mental illness. The 
class is free and sponsored by 
NAMI-Orange. Contact Gove 
Elder at 967-5403 or gbelder@
bellsouth.net.

Friends of Downtown — With 
coffee at 9:30 and meeting at 
10am, Friends of Downtown meet 
the last Thursday of every month 
on the second floor of the Frank-
lin Hotel. An update on what’s 
happening downtown will follow a 
weekly speaker.  

View and Realization of the 
Foundation Path — “The View 
and Realization of the Founda-
tion Path” is a set of classes offered 
Wednesday nights, 7:30-9pm in 
February. The sessions take place 
at Piedmont KTC Tibetan Buddhist 
Meditation Center in Carrboro. All 
are welcome. The classes are informal 
and designed for discussion with 
time for questions. A brief sitting 
meditation will be included. Suggested 
donation for each class: $5. More info 
at piedmontktc.org, 968-9426.

Walking Group — The Chapel 
Hill Area Women’s Walking Group 
will meet every Wednesday at 
Weaver St. Market in Carrboro at 
9:15 a.m.  Then, there will either be 
a hike or carpool to the designated 
site. If questions, contact Julie at 967-
3221 or Marilyn at 932-1411.

Garden Tour — Free tour of 
the N.C. Botanical Garden display 
gardens. Saturdays, 10am, in front of 
the Totten Center at the Garden. 
962-0522, ncbg.unc.edu

Jazz at the Mall — University Mall 
presents free jazz concerts every 
Sunday, 2-4pm

Job Search Meeting — A net-
working and support group for job 
hunters. Wednesdays, 9:30-11am, 
Binkley Baptist Church, 1712 Willow 
Drive. 942-4964

Breastfeeding Café — An infor-
mal drop-in gathering of breastfeed-
ing moms will be held every Monday 
from 1-2pm at the Red Hen. A  La 
Leche repersenative will be there 
to provide information and answer 
questions, 201 Weaver St.

Tutoring — Hillsborough Police 
Department and UNC Habitat for 
Humanifty offer tutoring sessions for 
students in Orange County School’s 
K-5 classes at the Community Polic-
ing Station, 501 Rainey Ave. Tutors 
are students from UNC. Call 732-
2441, ext. 26 to register.

Community Calendar

 super crossworD   can’t standish still CitizenCryptoquote By Martin Brody
For example, YAPHCYAPLM is WORDSWORTH.  One letter stands for another.  In 
this sample, A is used for the two O’s, Y for the two W’s, etc..  Apostrophes, 
punctuation, the length and formation of the words are all hints.

“Dead or Alive”

B S G B T P  O C  E C  C E L M D 

A M C A S M ’ P  R F X M D B S P , 

C E L M D G Q P M  E L M T 

G C X ’ E  O C  E C  T C F D P . 

-  T C O Q  H M D D B  Q X  B 

N C X K M D P B E Q C X  G Q E L 

Z Q N I M T  Z B X E S M  B X V 

E C C E P  P L C D
Find the answer in the puzzle answer section.

pets of the week
Paws4Ever — Meet 
Sammy! Sammy is 4 years 
old and came to us as an owner 
surrender. He had a massive 
untreated infection in his left ear. 
His ear canal had swollen shut 
from the inflammation, which left 
amputation as his best option. 
Having recovered quickly, Sammy’s now more than ready for his new 
home. He would do best in a home with little commotion, since he’s 
somewhat shy due to the pain he endured while in the “care” of his 
human. A little love and compassion would go a long way with this guy! 
Once petted, he will raise his rump and flip his tail, thoroughly enjoying 
the rub-down. As a result of the persistance of Paws4Ever, Sammy 
knows that most humans want the best for him. Shown the proper 
love and care, he will be an excellent pet in the right home! Please 
come by the shelter and take a look, at Paws4Ever, 6311 Nicks Road, 
Mebane, or call 304-2300. You can also go online at paws4ever.org

ORANGE COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES — Say 
hello to Howser!  This handsome lab mix is around 2 years 
old and ready to find a new place to call home. He is a sweet goofball 
who’s so gentle, you will forget he comes in a larger size. He loves 
people and toys, but isn’t pushy or intrusive. He will wiggle to say hello, 
but listens well and calms down quickly when asked to. This boy aims 
to please and is eager to do whatever it is that makes you happy. He 
will be a wonderful addition to almost any home. Come check him out 
today! You can visit him at Orange County’s Animal Services 
Center, 1601 Eubanks Road, Chapel Hill or call 942-PETS (7387). 
You can also see him online at co.orange.nc.us/animalservices/
adoption.asp. 

Community Briefs

“Dollar for dollar, we get the biggest bang for our buck through 
advertising in the Carrboro Citizen. The paper comes out  
on Thursday and without fail, we get calls, walk-ins or emails 
as a result of our weekly ads. We recently had one home 
sell as a direct result of a “Featured Listing” on the Citizen’s 
classified page. A potential home-buyer saw it, loved how  
the property looked and ultimately purchased the home. We 
love the Carrboro Citizen!”

- Terri Turner, Weaver Street Realty

“We love  
the Carrboro 

Citizen!”

Contact Marty Cassady
Advertising Director
919-942-2100
marty@carrborocitizen.com

1101 Dawson Road, Chapel Hill, NC 27516 • www.doggiespa.com
phone: 919.932.4738     fax: 919.932.4736

Redefining the Entire Boarding Experience.® Eco Green CleanEco Green Clean
Green cleaning 
for your home! 
Local, independent, reliable, 
references upon request. 
10 years experience, all green 
cleaning products. 

919-208-6669

Green cleaning 
for your home! 
Local, independent, reliable, 
references upon request. 
10 years experience, all green 
cleaning products. 

919-208-6669
New Clients Get 25% Off - Call For Details

Suggestions wanted 
The budget process for reviewing community needs is 

underway, and the Carrboro Board of Aldermen and town 
manager welcome feedback from town residents. The final 
budget is planned for adoption on June 15. Carrboro resi-
dents may email written suggestions to the town’s website 
at swilliamson@townofcarrboro.org, write to the town clerk 
at 301 West Main Street, Carrboro, N.C. 27510 or fax 
comments to her at 918-4456.

Chapel Hill needs event volunteers
The Town of Chapel Hill is seeking volunteers to serve 

on special events planning committees for the July 4th Cel-
ebration and the annual Festifall Arts Festival in October. 

Special-events planning committees work with a staff 
liaison to plan, develop and evaluate events. Committees 
usually meet monthly and may meet more frequently as the 
event time draws near. Meetings begin in March. 

To get involved, print and complete an application at 
townofchapelhill.org/communityevents and email to Wes 
Tilghman at wtilghman@townofchapelhill.org or fax to 
932-2923. You may also call 968-2823 for an application or 
for more information. There is no deadline for applications.

Carrboro Parks Project seeks input
Carrboro Parks Project (CPP) is a nonprofit community 

organization that works to improve the quality of life in 
Carrboro through the protection and improvement of parks 
and recreational facilities. With the help of community 
members, CPP has been able to complete four projects 
since 2001. 

The CPP is currently looking for new members and 
project ideas. You can participate by emailing your sugges-
tions to info@carrboroparks.org or by attending a meeting 
tonight (Thurs.) at 7 p.m. in room 4 of the Century Center. 
For more information, visit carrboroparks.org

MOVIEs
Chelsea Theater
Timberlyne, 1129 Weaver 
Dairy Road, 968-3005
Blood Done Sign My Name; The 
Last Station; Crazy Heart; The Mes-
senger; A Single Man

Carolina Theatre 
of Durham
309 W Morgan St., 560-3030
Friday-Monday 2010 Oscar-nominat-
ed animated shorts nightly (except 
Saturday) at 9:30 p.m. with Saturday 
and Sunday matinees at 4:30 p.m. 
and 2010 Oscar nominated live ac-
tion shorts nightly (except Saturday) 
at 7:20 p.m. with Saturday and 
Sunday matinees at 2:20 p.m.; Crazy 
Heart, nightly at 7 & 9:15 p.m., 
Saturday and Sunday matinees at 2 
& 4:15 p.m.; The Last Station, nightly 
at 7:10 & 9:20 p.m., Saturday and 
Sunday matinees at 2:10 & 4:25 p.m.

The Lumina
Southern Village, 932-9000
Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The 
Lightning Thief; The Wolfman; Van-
tine’s Day; Dear John; Up in the Air

Regal Timberlyne 6
120 Banks Drive, 933-8600
Percy Jackson and the Olympians: 
The Lightning Thief; The Wolfman; 
Vantine’s Day; Dear John; From Paris 
with Love; Tooth Fairy

Varsity Theater
123 East Franklin St., 967-8865
Avatar; Monty Python & the Holy 
Grail; Mary Poppins

309 West Morgan St. Downtown Durham
www.carolinatheatre.org | 919.560.3030

Durham’s Historic Movie Palace
Friday, February 26 - Thursday, March 4

Crazy Heart
Nightly at 7 & 9:15 pm
Sat & Sun Matinees at 2 & 4:15 pm
The Last Station
Nightly at 7:10 & 9:20 pm
Sat & Sun Matinees at 2:10 & 4:25 pm

Friday - Monday: 4 days only! (Digitally projected)
2010 Oscar-Nominated Shorts:  
Live Action 
Nightly except Saturday 9:30 pm
Sat & Sun Matinees at 4:30 pm
Friday - Monday: 4 days only! (Digitally projected)
2010 Oscar-Nominated Shorts:  
Animation 
Nightly except Saturday 7:20 pm
Sat & Sun Matinees at 2:20 pm
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Gloria Steinem to host 
fundraiser for documentary  

Gloria Steinem calls it “the best film I’ve ever seen on 
domestic violence.” To back those words up, Steinem will 
be traveling to Chapel Hill this weekend to host a fund-
raiser in support of Private Violence, a feature-length doc 
from local filmmakers Cynthia Hill and Rebecca Cerese 
and domestic-violence advocate and survivor Kit Gruelle, in 
which Steinem appears.

The event will take place this Sunday from 2:30 to 4:30 
p.m. at Spice Street in University Mall, with a minimum 
donation of $25 per person.

Also speaking will be feminist and author Ann Jones, 
National Center on Domestic and Sexual Violence Ex-
ecutive Director Deborah Tucker, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author George Lardner and domestic-violence survivors 
Fran Bumgarner and Vernetta Cockerham. Poet/musician 
Shirlette Ammons and singer/songwriter Greg Humphreys 
will perform. The event also will include an auction of 
memorabilia signed by Steinem. Light hors d’oeuvres will 
be served with a cash bar available.

For more information, call 824-0811 or email privatevi-
olence@gmail.com

 News Briefs

ROBINSON 
from page 1

The Lantern restaurant’s An-
drea Reusing said Robinson was a 
straight-shooter with a reputation 
for fairness with both fishermen 
and the people who bought his 
wares. “In the seafood business, 
you don’t always get that,” she 
said.

“He was very honest about 
what his stake was in something, 
both with his customers and the 
people he bought fish from.”

Reusing said that over the 
years, as she got to know him, 
she saw that same, sometimes-
blunt honesty many times.

“You would never not know 
where Tom stood on some-
thing,” she said.

Like a lot of his customers, 
Reusing hopes to see the busi-
ness continue, and not just be-
cause of the seafood it supplies.

“It’s one of those rare places 
where you’ll see an African-
American grandmother, a 

woman from Japan and a man 
from Spain all in the same room 
at once,” she said. “We know we 
live in a diverse community, but 
you don’t see it in many places 
like that. The shop is a huge gift 
to the community, and I hope 
we can hold onto it.”

Robinson’s longtime com-
panion Kay Hamrick said that 
thought has been in her heart as 
well. She’s talked it over with the 
shop’s employees and the many 
friends, personal and professional, 
who have offered condolences.

“The shop is still in opera-
tion, although with a lot less 
selection right now,” she said.

Robinson is gone, but 
keeping the network of fish-
ermen and suppliers connect-
ed to the legion of loyal cus-
tomers seems the only right 
thing to do.

“We’re going to try to keep 
it open,” Hamrick said.

A memorial service for Tom 
Robinson has been scheduled 
for Sunday, March 7 at Walk-
ers Funeral Home.

mental health 
from page 1

deep-seated pain, and that the 
best therapy a minister or fel-
low churchgoer can provide is 
acceptance and inclusion.  

“I’m struggling every mo-
ment of the day,” said Chris-
tine Jernigan, a member of 
Binkley Baptist. She said that 
what she most wants to hear 
when returning to church 
after an absence due to her ill-
ness is, “So glad you’re back.” 

Jernigan said she doesn’t 
understand why she used to 
cut her arms, and she can’t 

expect anyone else to either. 
But, “Let me know that you’re 
taking me seriously,” she said. 

Just as it does in society 
at large, the stigma of men-
tal illness persists within the 
church. “It’s not talked about,” 
said David Girod, a Method-
ist minister who is bi-polar. 
Girod said that admitting 
he lived with a mental ill-
ness meant “coming out,” 
uncertain of how he would be 
received, and finding support 
from fellow clergy.

Dale Osborne, an associ-
ate minister at Binkley, said 
members of his congregation 
came to him to suggest that 

Binkley become a “beacon of 
light” for those with men-
tal illness. The church now 
provides education on mental 
illness, including a class called 
Faith and Mental Health, 
and sometimes addresses the 
disease from the pulpit.

Osborne said the church 
must strive to embrace the 
“reconciling” spirit that Jesus 
advocated.

Emmanuel Katongole, a 
Catholic priest on the faculty 
of Duke Divinity School, 
spoke of a friend with mental 
illness who sometimes chose 
not to attend church services 
because she didn’t want to feel 

obliged to smile and pre-
tend to be happy.  Katongole 
suggested that too often the 
church aims for a “Marine 
spirituality” – clean-shaven 
and efficient – but that per-
haps it should be more open 
to a “messier” theology that 
acknowledges, “This is who we 
are. We have come to wor-
ship.” 

He said the search for spiri-
tuality is a journey of lament 
and rage and, still, hope. The 
underlying message conveyed 
Sunday was that it is the 
church community’s calling to 
nourish that hope.

COUNCIL 
from page 1

Rich said that to set a good 
example for her teenage children, 
she doesn’t use her cell phone 
while driving. Council member 
Sally Greene said that while she 
does occasionally use her cell 
phone while driving, she’d like 
to think she would stop if it be-
came illegal.

Other council members ques-
tioned the enforcement issue. 
To date, the number of people 
stopped for texting while driv-
ing is at most five, according to 
Assistant Police Chief Bob Over-
ton, due to how difficult the law 
is to enforce.

Overton said it would pre-
sumably be easier to see someone 
talking on a phone than spot 
someone texting, but that there 

would be exemptions, such as 
calling 911. He said a police of-
ficer would have to do a search 
and seizure on the phone if the 
driver claimed exemption, and 
that that’s getting into an area in 
which many officers are uncom-
fortable.

The council will further con-
sider the issue after reviewing an 
informational report scheduled 
to be released in April by the 
General Assembly.

A public forum was also held 
on proposed changes to the tree-
protection ordinance. According 
to the town, “The draft ordinance 
would establish minimum tree 
canopy coverage requirements for 
individual lots and tracts. It also 
would establish standards related 
to significant tree-removal ac-
tivities on residential properties, 
excluding many routine mainte-
nance activities.”

Many residents were on hand 
to speak on this issue, with the 
majority against the ordinance.

Ralph Mason, a Chapel Hill 
resident, showed a picture of his 
house and said that if the ordi-
nance were passed he’d have to 
plant trees in his yard, where his 
grandchildren love to play cro-
quet and volleyball in the sun.

“While I love trees, I also 
love well-manicured lawns,” 
Mason said.

Resident Scott Radway also 
voiced concern about the ordi-
nance, saying, “I think the way 
this is written is an administra-
tive and functional nightmare.”

Council member Jim Ward 
said that though he loves 
trees, the ordinance does seem 
overreaching. “I try to be the 
Lorax and speak for the trees, 
but this ordinance needs some 
work,” he said.

Those in support of the or-
dinance expressed their desire 
to keep Chapel Hill a beautiful 
place to live, free of an excess of 
parking lots and buildings with 
no trees.

The ordinance proposal is 
scheduled to return for council 
consideration on May 24, with 
possible revisions based on pub-
lic feedback and concerns ex-
pressed by council.

In other action, the council 
approved an agreement with the 
N.C. Department of Transpor-
tation on the use of federal and 
bond funds for new sidewalks 
on Weaver Dairy Road between 
Martin Luther King Jr. Boule-
vard and Erwin Road, and au-
thorized the town manager to 
enter into an agreement with 
UNC to proceed with upgrades 
to traffic-signal measures.

EDITORIAL  editor@carrborocitizen.com

ADVERTISING  marty@carrborocitizen.com	 942-2100 ext. 2

Classified & Real Estate
carrborocitizen.com/classifieds	 919-942-2100, 8:30-3 M-F 
Classifieds deadline is midnight Tuesday.

SuBSCRIPTIONS
The Carrboro Citizen is free to pick up at our many locations 
throughout Carrboro, Chapel Hill, Pittsboro and Hillsborough. Sub-
scriptions are also available via first class mail and are $78 per year. 
Send a check to The Citizen, Post Office Box 248, Carrboro, N.C. 
27510. Visa/Mastercard are also accepted. Please contact Anne Bill-
ings at 919-942-2100 for credit card orders.

ONLINE carrborocitizen.com/main     Updated every Thursday.
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P.O. Box 248  942-2195 (FAX)
309 Weaver St., Suite 300	
Carrboro, NC 27510

SUNDAY, MARCH 7, 2010 at 1pm
MCDOUGLE SCHOOLS CAFETORIUM

 

Old Fayetteville Rd., Carrboro

 

(snow date March 14 at 1pm)

$8.00 for adults
$3.00 for children 10 & under 

Advance Purchase Tickets is Required 
 

More info: 969-3006 or communitydinner.org
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 COMMUNITY

 Sit down with a stranger, leave with a friend

Tickets On Sale at the Following Venues:
Carrboro Branch Library at McDougle School, The Ink Spot in 
Carrboro, The Chapel Hill Museum Shop, Cedar Grove Branch 

Library, The Carrboro Cybrary at the Century Center, Mama Dip's 
Kitchen,Chapel Hill/Carrboro Chamber of Commerce

The Preservation Society of Chapel Hill, 
Townsend, Bertram and Company at Carr Mill in Carrboro & The 
Hillsborough Chamber of Commerce at 102 N.Churton Street.

Copyright © 2010 Michelin North America, Inc. All rights reserved. The Michelin Man is a registered trademark owned by Michelin North America, Inc.erice a, Inc.nc.

Copyright © 2010 Michelin North America, Inc. 
All rights reserved. The Michelin Man is a registered 

trademark owned by Michelin North America, Inc.

Come see how the right tire changes everything, including helping you 

PUMP UP 
THE SAVINGS.
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Chapel Hill Tire Car Care Center
502 West Franklin St. Chapel Hill, NC 919-967-7092

203 West Main St. Carrboro, NC  919-967-7058 
Cole Park Plaza Chapel Hill, NC  919-960-6001

Fully trained professionals you can trust • Family owned and operated

Fair, honest pricing • World-class service

www.chapelhilltire.com
Hours of Operation Mon-Fri 7:30a.m. -5:00p.m. 
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6th Grade - Ab:
Milly Ames, Jalan Armstrong, Rohan 
Arora, Masiel Bautista, Mia Bennett, 
Alexander Blackburn, Eric Bonilla, 
Theodore Brown, John Bryan, May 
Burgard, Nayeli Campos-Franco, 
Edith Carreto, Brittany Castevens, 
Saane Chamberlin-Finau, Holly Cheek, 
Alexander Clarke, Jethro Cohn, 
Christopher Colley Jr, Patrick Dennehy, 
Jared Devon, Elise Dixon, Iain Dixon, 
Connor Doble, Ashton Douthart, 
Nicholas Econopouly, Emma Edwards, 
Joshalyn Edwards, Keilon Ellison-
Burnett, Edward Fassler, Darshan 
Gove, Elizabeth Greer, Paige Haskins, 
Kyle Healy, Lindsayann Heath, Steven 
Heine, Kaitlin Hill, Blake Hirth, Kyle 
Hornik, Joshua Huemmer, Makaylah 
Hunter-Toney, Elise Jelstrup-Iachetta, 
Erica Johnson, Noah Johnson, Brian 
Jones, Hannah Jones, Sarah Jones, 
Anna Kelley, Lia Klein, Daniel Kleissler, 
Ryan Kleissler Samantha Lane, Carlyn 
LeMoine, Leanna Long, William 
Macmillan, Maximilian Mahadevan, 
McKenzie Matherly, James Menache, 
Thomas Mozier, Nicole Newhouse, 
Trevor Newhouse, Gustavo Patino, 
Carlos Patino-Rivera, Tierra Perry, 
Nicholas Plonk, James Porter, Forrest 

Pratson, Hayden Reynolds, Reagan 
Roeber, Tomoko Rooker, Gavin 
Rothwell, Nancy Saldana, Nicholas 
Sarbaum, Joseph Segars, Antonia 
Sereno, Roberto Sibrian, Victoria A. 
Smith, Madupe Snell, Celeste Spector, 
Kennan Staelin, Maxwell Sylvestre, 
Natalie Szogas, Natalie Thomas, 
Thomas Tomkins, Timothy Valentin, 
John Vanderwoude, John Walden, 
Max Weintraub, Meredith Welch, 
Vashti Wells, Sammi Wong, Nicholas 
Zelasky

7th Grade - A:
Shelby Bailey, Melissa Bard, David 
Batson III, Allison Benedict, Nicholas 
Brower, Chiara Caignon-Lewis, 
Adam Catrambone, Shera Chellani, 
Kevin Chen, Sarah Clabo, David 
Clark, Kyle Cocowitch, Rajeshree 
Das, Kiara Dean, Charlotte Deming, 
Nora Dicker, Olivia Donahue, Gina 
Duronio, Allison Eble, Louisa Fine, 
Sarah Frank, Carolyn Frederick, 
Skylar Frisch, Angela Gasdaska, Helen 
Gaynes, Andrew Gillespie, Carson 
Grill, Julia Haines, William Hamilton, 
Malaika Handa, Clare Heine, Emily 
Himmelberg, Augusta Hollers, Ariel 
Kantor, Thomas Kennedy, Rosemary 

Kerwin, Lia King, Anna Knapp, Timothy 
Li, Jade Macdonald, Daniel Margolis, 
Eliot Martin, Kristen Mauldin, Kailey 
McLaughlin, Brandon Miles, Andrew 
Miller, Samuel Morris, Suzannah 
Mozier, Robin O’Luanaigh Molly Reed, 
Evan Scope-Crafts, Sarah Shelton, 
Samuel Sisk, Deon Stanley, Wendi Su, 
Skye Tracey, Gena Weinberg, Leonica 
Wemmenhove, Brandon Wendel, 
Katherine Westover, Evan Whisnant 
Aja White, Ha-Young Yoo, Kefu Zhu

7th Grade - Ab:
Morgan Alderman, Emily Aleman, 
Amelia Allore, Sarah Bellavia, William 
Biggers III, Thomas Billman III, 
Jonathan Brooks Benjamin Brower, 
Bryanna Chazotte, Aidan Chisholm, 
Alexis Christie, Ross Colby, Priscilla 
Cotton, Parker Croswell, Matthew 
Dayton, Christopher Dresher, Lucia 
Drinkwalter, Kelli Farrington, Raziyah 
Farrington, Daniel Ferreira, Katherine 
Fisher, Jessica Foley, Hannah Frediani, 
Matthew Gilleskie, Corrinia Goode, 
Riley Gualtieri-Reed, Jacob Guskiewicz, 
Erik Jens, Sophia Kahn, Emily Kaplan, 
Samuel Kennedy, Alexander Komada, 
Carson List, Madeline Macmillan, 
Avery Marsh, Megan McGibbon, 
Nicholas Meegan, Catherine Nansalo, 

Monica Nares Ashlynne Nelson, Molly 
Nicholson, Quinn Osment, Alexandra 
Parker Carly Pittman, William Ragland, 
Michael Resnik, Drew Roeber Andrew 
Simms, Grace Siplon, Mia Spencer, Jean 
Stouffer, Keith Swartz, Rhys Thomas, 
Emmett Thorpe, Jesse Tysinger, Eve 
Warner, Jeremy Werden, Benjamin 
West, Rebecca White, India Wilson-
Rushing, Landis Wipper

8th Grade - A:
Kathryn Alexander, Emma Anderson, 
Joel Anil, Anna Baynes, Brett Buchman, 
Megan Dell, Riley Foster, Christopher 
Greaney, Nathaniel Hebert, Rebecca 
Heine, Nina Hendrickson, David Hicks 
Kimon Iliadis, Kaitlin Jones, Aaron 
Josephs, Tyler Keith-Pedersen, Larry 
Lapushin, Maxwell LeMoine, Rachel 
Lennon Madeline McNeal, Paul Miller, 
Shannon Mumper, Carly Narotsky 
Nell Ovitt, Grace Porter, Ashley 
Powell, Frances Reuland, Catherine 
Romaine, Evan Rose, Haruka Suzuki, 
Madeline Taylor, Rachel van Aalst, 
Alexander Walker, Brandon Walker

8th Grade - Ab:
Alexander Adams, Tyler Badgett, 
Cameron Baker, Emma Beck, Henry 
Bolon, Casey Briggs, Spencer Brown, 

Anna Cable, Yessenia Campos-Franco, 
Ryan Castellano, Jason Cohn, Matthew 
Cotton Torri Derby, Grant DeSelm, 
Justin Doble, Anna Emslie, Chelsea 
English, Nikita Ermoshkin, George 
Faur, Eliza Filene, Paul Flournoy, Daniel 
Govert, Cameron Grant, Kelsey 
Griffith, Anders Haaland, Kendall 
Harkey, Luke Hickey, Christopher 
Hilburn-Trenkle, Aaron Hiller, Jonah 
Horwitz, Rachana Joshi Ayano Kakoki, 
John Kleissler, Mara Klem-O’Connor, 
Abel Koshy, Raveena Kshatriya, 
Naa-Lamiley Kwakye, Joshua Malaguti 
Kathleen Mattox, Jill McLeod, Madeline 
Mesaros, Lee Mook, Doreen-Edith 
Nalyazi, Shea Neville, Alexander 
Obringer, Samuel Parker, Aracely 
Perez, Madeleine Popkin, Nathaniel 
Powers, Roxana Quijada, Natalie 
Ragazzo, Madison Redfoot, Eric 
Reinstein, Allison Rives, Susana Russell, 
Perla Sanchez, Andrew Scott, Laurel 
Shea, Byron Shults, Tana Smith, Laura 
Sullivan, Joshua Taekman, Samuel 
Teague, Ian Templeton, Anna Tomkins, 
Hans Valentin, Camden VanOrd, 
Ray Vazquez, Diana Vincent, Meghan 
Walker, Jacob Warshauer, Chandler 
Weedon, Ezra Weiss, Vanessa 
Wignall, Katherine Williford, Megan 
Willis 

fri 2/26 — Spaghetti & Meat 
Sauce; w/Garlic Breadstick; Hot 
Dog on a Wheat Bun w/Chili; 
Coleslaw; Garden Salad; Apple 
Cobbler

MON 3/1 — Hamburger on a 
Wheat Bun; Fishwich; Lettuce & 
Tomato Salad; Seasoned Baked 
Potato Wedges; Peas & Carrots; 
Chilled Peaches

tue 3/2 — Chicken & Noodles; 
Taco Salad w/Salsa, Cheese, Let-
tuce & Tomato; “Fun on the Run”; 
Seasoned Pinto Beans; Seasoned 
Green Beans; Fresh Oranges

wed 3/3 — Chicken Patty 
Sandwich on a Wheat Bun; Beef 
& Macaroni w/Wheat Roll; Sweet 
Yellow Corn; Steamed Carrots; 
Chilled Fruit Cocktail

thu 3/4 — Herb Baked 
Chicken w/Wheat Roll; Ham & 
Cheese Melt on Wheat Bread 
w/Chicken Noodle Soup; “Fun 
on the Run”; Mashed Potatoes; 
Seasoned Turnip Greens; Chilled 
Mandarin Oranges

lunch menu
Quiz Bowl champs

Ephesus Elementary held its fourth annual Black History 
Quiz Bowl on Thursday, Feb. 18, with the fifth-grade team of 
Wyatt Foster, Sarah Kurt, Kierra McDougall, Alexa O’Brien, 
Nyoke Roberson and Cameron Stamps defeating a fourth-grade 
team of Caroline Baldwin, Liam Derby, Quinn Foster, Joshua 
Frahm, Jebichiy Maritim and Ian Proctor. 

The contest included two rounds of 60 questions covering 
topics in slavery and the civil rights movement, literature and 
arts/entertainment, inventors/political science and sports medi-
cine. Harriet Tubman, W.E.B. Dubois, Rosa Parks, Dr. Daniel 
Hale Williams, Ralph Ellison, Jesse Owens and Michael Jordan 
were a few of the noted figures covered in questions. 

Speaking competition
Melanie Rio, a senior at Carrboro High School, was selected 

to advance in regional competition of the English Speaking 
Union’s National Shakespeare Competition. 

Carrboro High hosted a qualifying round for the competi-
tion on Thursday, Feb. 11. At the regional contest, to be held 
today (Thurs.) at Wake Technical Community College, students 
from eastern North Carolina high schools will perform a 20-line 
monologue and sonnet. The winner of this competition will 
receive an expenses-paid trip to New York City for the national 
competition. 

In preparation for the CHS contest, 14 students participated 
in a four-week Shakespeare Acting Workshop led by a visiting 
artist from UNC’s Playmakers Repertory Company. The work-
shop was sponsored by Encore, the school’s performing-arts 

booster club. It was funded in part by a grant from the Orange 
County Arts Commission. 

Senior Marshall Rogalski finished second in the qualifying 
round, while sophomore Alexa Yaemes placed third. 

Trice to serve on board
Executive Director of Technology and Instruction Rodney 

Trice has been appointed to serve on the state’s Information 
Technology Advisory Board. Trice was appointed to the board 
by N.C. Speaker of the House Joe Hackney (D-Orange). His 
appointment begins immediately and extends through Septem-
ber 30, 2011. 

In his appointment letter, Hackney thanked Trice for his 
willingness to share his time and talent in moving North Caro-
lina forward in the area of information technology. 

Family Culture Night
McDougle Elementary held its annual Family Culture Night 

this past Thursday. Hundreds of families came out to learn 
about students’ family heritages. 

Each student utilized a passport to travel to various country 
tables. Individual tables showcased cultural foods, games, art, 
clothing and more. Students completed make-and-take activi-
ties at some of the tables and asked the presenters questions. 
Throughout the evening, there were performances in salsa danc-
ing, belly dancing and group dancing. Families learned about 
Australia, Africa, China, Japan, Mexico, Lithuania, Germany, 
England, Switzerland, Haiti and more. 

The event was sponsored by the MES PTA.

School Briefs

sell your stuff.
Carrboro Citizen classifieds

6th Grade - A:
Isabelle Alzona, William Babcock, 
Morgan Brandewie, Paris Buedel, 
Jackson Cabell, Anna Castellano, 
Kamrin Dean, Claire DeSelm, 
Xebernadzy Doncel, Katharine 
Esterley, Robert Fernald, Chloe 
Fishman, Trent Floyd, Allyson Garvey, 
Nathan Guskiewicz, Alexander 
Hansen, Nicholas Hebert, Julia Heinly, 
Kaitlin Hendershot, Amanda Hickey, 
Ari Horwitz, Paige Jones, Abigail 
Kameny, Claire Kern, Mallory Link, 
Siena List, David Maffly-Kipp, Jane 
McMurry, Shomya Mitra, Emily Molina, 
Sameer Nair-Desai, Skyler Narotsky, 
Samuel Nielsen, Jackson Obringer, 
Samuel Orenstein, Kimberly Ortiz, 
Elton Klein Padua, Robert Patterson, 
Morgan Paul, Blake Rasnake, Bianca 
Razack, Eli Rose, Robert Russell, 
Hanna Siekierski, Abigail Stern, Joy 
Stouffer, Honoka Suzuki, Lauren 
Taekman, Sarah Taekman, Thais 
Terrien, Max Understein, Sydney 
VanOrd, Gabriella Walata, Morgan 
Walton, Olivia Wander, Wenbo 
Wang, Catherine Weiden, Mathias 
Weiden, Zachary Weiss, Francis 
Wemmenhove, Dalton Xue, Albert 
Yam

H H H H H McDOUGLE MIDDLE SCHOOL HONOR ROLLS H H H H

Encourage your child’s interest in science.

MOREHEAD
PLANETARIUM AND SCIENCE CENTER

Dinosaurs.  Rocket science.  Archaeology.  
Kitchen chemistry.  Forensics.  And more.

Morehead offers Summer Science Camps  
to fascinate every child!

Each camp includes discovery activities, 
science-themed crafts and active recreation, 
here at UNC-Chapel Hill.

A great experience.  A great value.   
For children in grades K-8.*

www.moreheadplanetarium.org/go/camp
*Children entering grades 6-8 are also eligible for the full-day “SciVentures:  ER!” program. 
Find complete information online for all Morehead Summer Science Camps.   Registration is open now!   

Cliff’s Meat Market
sizzlin’ savings

corona extra, negra modelo, pacifico, budweiser!

100 West Main st., Carrboro
919-942-2196 H Mon-sat 9am-6pm

Debit
& EBT

Prices good thru 3/4/10

Lean 
Beef Stew

$2.99/lba

Chorizo 
Sausage
$2.99/lb

We have 
Boar’s Head

Deli Meats 
and Cheeses!

ALL NAturAL
Ground Chuck 

$2.99/lb

By tHe  piNt
Fresh Oysters 

$9.99/bottle

Cut to Order
Whole Fresh 

Chickens
$1.29/lb

CertiFieD OrGANiC

Chicken
$2.29/lb

FreSH MADe DAiLy
Country 
Sausage 
$1.99/lb
GrASS FeD

Sirloin 
$5.99/lb

PO Box 1385, Carrboro, NC 27510 www.ncgreenplumbing.com

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS
Specializing in high efficiency water heaters, 

low flow fixtures, and greywater systems.

Phone 919-636-5950

Susan McDaniel
Pat Smith
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“I knew that just the art of 
the people who worked for me 
would fill the restaurant,” Neal 
said, realizing a show there 
would further uphold women 
and, thus, the mission of the 
center. 

She offered the suggestion, and 
in 1984 an art show was inaugu-
rated with ice cream replaced by 
hors d’oeuvres and wine. 

It was a hit. 
“They raised $5,000,” Neal 

said. It was much better than the 
$500 scooped from ice cream. 

The late Didi Dunphey, a 
dedicated feminist, artist and 
huge supporter of the cen-
ter, named the annual exhibit 
“Through Women’s Eyes,” and 
a few years later, when crafts 
by women were included, “By 
Women’s Hands” was added to 
the title. 

In 1989, the Women’s Center 
opened in its present location at 
210 Henderson St. and the show 
moved there, with Neal and 
Dunphey continuing to hang 
the art, in an event so popular 
that it became a juried show 
with artists donating a portion 
of sales to the center.

A new hanging partner en-
tered the picture for the 1994 
show, after Perry Deane Young 
moved into the basement of the 
Women’s Center in. He proves 
that the organization that im-
pacts more than 4,000 women, 
girls and their families each year 
also helps men. 

An author and journalist, 
Young returned to Chapel Hill 
to complete his degree. “I put 
an ad in the paper saying, ‘Ex-
pert gardener and handyman 
will exchange work for place to 
live.’ One of the carpenters of 
the remodel when the Women’s 
Center moved in had put an 
apartment down there,” Young 
explained. 

Raised on his family’s plant 
nursery, Young (who is an un-
cle of the beleaguered Andrew 
Young, the former aide to John 
Edwards) has made it his busi-
ness to always have something 

blooming on the grounds of the 
center, where financial and legal 
education are provided, adoles-
cent-empowerment programs are 
held and support groups meet, 
among other services.

The annual fundraiser grew 
into a weeklong series of events held 
at the George Watts Hill Alumni 
Center, then later at the Chapel 
Hill Sheraton. Last year, with the 
need to increase profits during a 
slow economy, the art show re-
turned to its home base with a tent 
erected in the parking lot.

“It was magical,” Young said. 
“There was a disc jockey and 
dancing until 2 a.m.! It was the 
most fun I’ve ever had at a fund-
raiser.”

But it wasn’t Young’s first time 
experiencing magic from the or-
ganization. 

“The Women’s Center for me 
was a lifesaver,” he said. Last year 
when Young underwent eight 
weeks of radiation for prostate 
cancer, he was well cared for by 
the staff. “They were like fam-
ily,” Young said. “They were there 
when I needed them. Anne Ger-
hardt, the executive director, is 
really wonderful, and we became 
very close.” 

This year, the main event 
of Through Women’s Eyes, By 
Women’s Hands will be a cock-
tail reception held on March 5 
from 7 to 10 p.m. at the Women’s 
Center, that will feautre signature 
dishes prepared by local women 
chefs. The art, which will be 
hung in the house (and may be 
previewed at womenspace.org), 
will be exhibited through April 9. 
Tickets are $75. 

Neal and Young look forward 
to the parts they play in the show, 
and Neal looks forward to the 
opportunity to add another piece 
of art to her wonderful collection. 

“Almost all of the art in my 
home has been bought at the Or-
ange County Women’s Center 
shows,” she said. “These pictures 
bring back happy memories of 
the show over the years, and their 
beauty blesses my home.”

Call 968-4610 for more in-
formation.

Contact Valarie Schwartz at 
923-3746 or valeriekays@mac.com

  Obituaries
Mary Haynes Spence 
Wilson

The earthly life of Mary 
Haynes Spence Wilson came to 
an end on the morning of Feb. 11, 
2010, at the Pavilion in Croasdaile 
Village in Durham, N.C. For the 
decade leading up to her 90th 
birthday, New Year’s Day 2009, 
Mrs. Wilson lived independently 
in the Abbotswood at Irving Park 
retirement community in Greens-
boro. Soon after turning 90, her 
health declined rapidly and she 
was moved to a skilled-nursing 
facility in Durham to be close to 
her younger son and his family.

Harry and Olive Haynes were 
thrilled to welcome Somerville, 
N.J.’s first baby of 1919, a daugh-
ter they named Mary. In 1939, 
Mary married Thomas Brand 
Spence Jr. Together they had two 
sons, Harry Haynes Spence, re-
tired from the United States Army 
in Washington, D.C., and David 
Alexander Spence, a resident 
of Durham. The Spence fam-
ily moved south to Greensboro 
in 1952, just in time to become 
charter members of the new Star-
mount Presbyterian Church. Sad-
ly, that marriage ended two years 
later. By 1956, Mary had fallen 
in love again and married Paul 
James Wilson (co-owner of the 
C.H. Slater Realty and Mortgage 
Company), thereby adding three 
stepchildren to her home, Patricia 
Wilson Riddle, now deceased; 
Catherine Wilson Kimel, wife of 
Greensboro attorney Jim Kimel, 
and Paul James Wilson Jr., now 
residing with his wife, Joline, in 
Mililani, Hawaii.

With five children to raise, 
Mary Wilson focused on being a 
homemaker, but she also found 
time to faithfully serve as a com-
munity volunteer. For more than 
three decades, she was a regular 
with the Wesley Long Hospital 
Auxiliary, thoroughly enjoying 
her weekly assignments. She also 
volunteered for many years at 
Greensboro Urban Ministry. In 
later life, she especially enjoyed 
needlework, her favorite game 
shows, Carolina basketball and 

weekend NASCAR on televi-
sion. She would have been thrilled 
with the news that her personal 
friend Mark Martin had the pole 
position last weekend at Daytona.

Mary Wilson is survived by 
her children, six grandchildren 
and five great grandchildren. 
Funeral arrangements are through 
Walker’s Funeral Home in Chapel 
Hill, N.C. 

Jesse Satia
Jessie Satia, Ph.D., died at 

her home in Chapel Hill, N.C. 
on Feb. 4, 2010, after a long 
illness. Dr. Satia was associ-
ate professor of nutrition and 
epidemiology at the UNC 
Gillings School of Global Public 
Health. She also was special as-
sistant to the dean for diversity. 
Born in the state of Washing-
ton, Dr. Satia grew up in Cam-
eroon. She returned to the U.S. 
and earned a bachelor of science 
degree in microbiology, a master 
of science degree in laboratory 
medicine, a master of public 
health degree in epidemiology 
and a doctorate in nutritional 
epidemiology, all from the Uni-
versity of Washington at Seattle.

Dr. Satia was a postdoc-
toral fellow and later a research 
assistant professor at the Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research 
Center in Seattle. She joined 
the UNC nutrition department 
faculty in 2002 as an assistant 
professor. She also became a 
member of the UNC Lineberger 
Comprehensive Cancer Center 
in 2002. For two years, Dr. Sa-
tia worked in the department of 
global epidemiology at Amgen 
Inc. in Thousand Oaks, Calif. 
She returned to UNC in late 
2005 as an assistant professor 
of nutrition and epidemiology 
and special assistant to the dean 
for diversity. In 2007, she was 
promoted to associate professor, 
tenured in the departments of 
nutrition and epidemiology.

She was passionate about 
reducing health disparities and 
understanding the nature of 
those disparities, especially in 
cancer. She also was helping 

the school increase recruitment 
of diverse faculty members. 
During her career, Dr. Satia 
published more than 65 papers 
and authored two book chap-
ters. Her numerous awards and 
honors include the Graduate 
Student Fellowship Award from 
the University of Washington 
and the New Investigator Award 
from the American Society of 
Preventive Oncology in 1999. 
In 2001, she won the Dannon 
Leadership Institute’s Nutrition 
Leadership Institute Award. She 
has been a three-time recipi-
ent, in 1999, 2001 and 2003, of 
the Minority Research Scholar 
Award given by the American 
Association for Cancer Re-
search.

The overarching focus of Dr. 
Satia’s research was the associa-
tion of nutrition- and diet-relat-
ed factors with chronic diseases, 
particularly human cancers. 
Her primary research interests 
were cancer etiology, nutritional 
epidemiology (dietary assess-
ment), minority participation 
in research studies and cancer 
survivorship. She conducted 
research to study relationships 
between various dietary factors 
(including dietary supplements) 
and colorectal, lung, bladder 
and prostate cancer risk, with an 
emphasis on racial and ethnic 
disparities. She also helped 
develop simple and practical 
dietary assessment tools that are 
adaptable to diverse ethnic and 
racial populations and in the use 
of nutrient biomarkers in diet 
and cancer research.

Dr. Satia explored various 
methods and strategies to recruit 
African-Americans into research 
studies for cancer prevention 
and control. She also assessed 
and monitored trends in health-
related behaviors among colon- 
and prostate-cancer survivors 
and examined whether health 
behaviors impact cancer progno-
sis and survival. She served on a 
number of external committees 
that address cancer and dispar-
ity issues at the local, state and 
national levels. She was involved 
with the National Institutes of 
Health in the Integrative Nutri-
tion and Metabolic Processes 
Program, the Health Disparity 
Research in Prostate Cancer 
Program and the Congressional-
ly Directed Medical Research 
Program. At UNC, she was a 
member of the Campus Partner-
ships for Health Committee on 
Recruitment and Retention of 
Minority Faculty of Color and 
the Campus Partnerships for 
Health Working Group on ad-
dressing health disparities.

In addition to her university 
and community service, Dr. 
Satia was a member of a number 
of national societies that are 
prominent in the cancer and 
public-health field, including 
the American College of Epide-
miology, American Association 
for Cancer Research and the 
Association of Schools of Public 
Health’s diversity committee.

She is survived by her par-
ents, Drs. Benedict and Philom-
ena Satia, of Bothell, Washing-
ton and two younger sisters.
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Shredding 
Service 
Special
50%
off!

711 W Rosemary St. Carrboro  •  carrburritos.com  •  933.8226

Dan Ryon
Financial Advisor
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Kelsea Parker
919-357-7236

Quality, detailed cleaning with 
your preferences in mind.

Trustworthy, reliable, own 
equipment, great rates.

Long-term original clients 
since 1992

Service above and 
beyond “the basics”

Clean house + happiness 
guaranteed!

Pat Neagle
Broker, CSP, SRES, REALTOR®

1526 E. Franklin St., Suite 101
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
(919) 869-8346

Your source for Carrboro, Chapel 
Hill and Triangle area homes

Thinking of buying or selling? 
Let’s talk!!

visit my website:
www.patneagle.com

919-368-4068

Fish  day!
Now is the time For PoNd stockiNg!
Channel Catfish • Largemouth Bass • Redear • Bluegill (Bream) 

Koi • Grass Carp • Minnows • Black Crappie (if available) 
Delivery: Tuesday, March 9: 1:45 –2:45 pm
 at Southern StateS Co-op in Carrboro, nC

To order call 1-800-247-2615  •  www.farleysf ishfarm.com
Farleys Arkansas Pondstockers, Inc.
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 Plumbing
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The facade of saving Bolin Creek
Dave Otto

For the past decade, as a founding 
member of the Friends of Bolin Creek, I 
have fought tirelessly to preserve the Bolin 
Creek corridor. For much of that time, I 
served as chairman and leading advocate 
for the creation of a “park and preserve” 
along the creek between Estes Drive and 
Homestead Road. While the Carrboro 
Board of Aldermen lavishly praised our 
efforts, the Town of Carrboro never took 
any action to create a Bolin Creek park 
or preserve. The usual excuse was that 
the town had neither the funds nor the 
manpower to acquire and maintain such 
a park. In fact, the town is still struggling 
to pay down the debt incurred by the 
purchase of the Adams Tract. 

During the past two years, I have 
been privileged to serve on the Carrboro 
Greenways Commission, helping to plan 
greenways along the two major streams 
in Carrboro – Bolin and Morgan creeks. 
Designing greenways 
for the community 
has expanded my 
thinking beyond the 
preservation of wood-
land and riparian cor-
ridors. The primary 
function of greenways 
is to connect neigh-
borhoods, schools 
and parks. A closely 
related function is to 
provide a transit cor-
ridor for commuting to school, work or 
shopping centers. Greenways also provide 
important opportunities for recreation 
and healthy living in an increasingly 
urban environment. Finally, greenways 
connect woodlands, providing corridors 
essential for the preservation of wildlife 
species. Greenways thus serve an im-
portant secondary role in environmental 
preservation, but the primary function is 
creating community. 

I now find myself in the thankless 
position of advocating for the town’s 
initiative to create a greenway between 
Estes Drive and Homestead Road, an 
effort that many perceive as the violation 
of a sacred trust in my prior role as leader 
of the Friends of Bolin Creek to preserve 
this very land. A new movement to 
“Save Bolin Creek” has arisen to oppose 
the proposed greenway, and I am fre-
quently on the other side of the fence, ar-
guing with friends and colleagues about 
the merits of the greenway. While there 
is sincere disagreement about the surface 
and location of the greenway, the Green-
ways Commission, the Friends of Bolin 
Creek and the new Save Bolin Creek are 
all committed to preserving the Bolin 
Creek corridor. The disagreement really 
reduces to how best to preserve the land 
and to serve the community. 

In my view, this disagreement boils 
down to access to the Bolin Creek cor-

ridor and adjacent woodlands. That is, 
opponents of the proposed greenway 
have constructed an elaborate facade  of 
“environmental preservation” to conceal 
the real motive, which is to limit access 
to the creek and woodlands. This facade  
takes a variety of forms. One of my 
neighbors, who lives in a prime creek-
side lot, candidly admitted his reason 
for opposing the greenway: “It’s classic 
NIMBYism; I don’t want a greenway in 
my backyard!” Many others who ada-
mantly oppose the greenway also live in 
prime creekside locations, although few 
will admit to NIMBYism. 

On the other hand, many opponents 
of the greenway do not live creekside. 
The most common criticism from this 
faction is that an impervious surface in 
the riparian zone will increase runoff 
and degrade the quality of the creek. 
Dave Cook expressed this sentiment 
last week in a Citizen op-ed (“Not my 
vision”): “Suffice it to say that the com-

paction of the soil by heavy machinery 
… will do nothing good for stormwater 
runoff.” Cook is correct that compac-
tion of the soil creates problems, but the 
surface of the OWASA roadway is al-
ready impervious, hardened by decades 
of use and abuse by heavy equipment to 
maintain the sewer line and by the re-
lentless pounding of hikers, bikers and 
runners who use the roadway. Consid-
erable sediment washes from the road-
way whenever there is heavy rain. As a 
general rule, impervious surfaces should 
not be constructed in riparian corridors. 
Contrary to what opponents claim, 
construction of an impervious greenway 
in this case would actually stabilize the 
roadway, prevent abrading of land be-
side the roadway and reduce sedimenta-
tion of the creek. 

In the same op-ed, Cook paints a 
poignant and romantic image of the 
crusade to preserve Bolin Forest: “I am 
writing for the woods themselves, the 
character of them,” implying that the 
woodlands are a pristine wilderness 
that construction of the greenway will 
destroy. This argument is another com-
mon form of the environmental facade.

Nothing could be further from the 
truth. Bolin Forest is honeycombed 
with trails built by mountain bikers and 
is extensively used by hikers, bikers and 
runners. The woodlands are a valuable 

community resource for recreation, ex-
ercise and as a respite “to replenish our 
souls,” but to claim that Bolin Forest is 
a pristine nature preserve is poppycock! 
The myth is seductive, but reality has 
long been otherwise. 

The hypocrisy of this argument is 
compounded by the fact that many of 
the hikers, bikers and runners who regu-
larly use these trails are the loudest op-
ponents of the greenway. In other words, 
they want to keep these marvelous 
woodlands for themselves! Dr. David 
Wohl, in his letter last week, summa-
rized this hypocrisy eloquently: “heart-
less elitists whose agility is only matched 
by our callousness to the disabled, a car-
tel of landed gentry with a hidden agen-
da to make the forest our own private 
recreation area, a band of opportunists 
blind and neglectful to social justice …” 
Yes, Wohl; you hit the nail on the head!

“Don’t pave it all,” the header of 
Wohl’s letter, illustrates another com-

mon misconception 
– i.e., that construc-
tion of the proposed 
greenway will some-
how destroy all of 
the undeveloped 
land between Estes 
Drive and Home-
stead Road. Let’s 
consider some basic 
facts about Carolina 
North, which con-
stitutes 60 percent of 

the land in question. Greenway oppo-
nents cleverly note that a 10-foot-wide 
concrete path extending for 2.5 miles 
along the creek results in three acres of 
concrete. The corollary is that UNC 
has committed to preserve 600 acres of 
Carolina North for the next 50 years. 
In other words, the proposed greenway 
would utilize 3/600ths, or one-half of 
1 percent, of the total acreage of Caro-
lina North, which will not be developed 
in our lifetime! Wohl argued that “the 
benefits of keeping one part of Bolin 
Forest unpaved outweigh the benefits of 
paving it.” Is 0.5 percent of Bolin Forest 
too much for Wohl to provide access to 
everyone in the community? 

While I applaud the efforts of individ-
uals and groups interested in preserving 
the Bolin Creek corridor, I am convinced 
that the “environmental preservation” 
arguments of many greenway opponents 
are simply a facade to conceal efforts to 
limit access to the Bolin Creek corridor. 
I challenge all who love this community 
treasure to step back and consider what 
is really in the best interest of the larger, 
rapidly growing community!

Dave Otto is  vice chair of the 
Friends of Bolin Creek and the Carrboro 
Greenways Commission. The opinions 
expressed here are his own and do not 
represent the views of either group.
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Why can’t it happen here?
Steve Peha

They say the third time’s the 
charm. For the last two months, I’ve 
been writing about a simple idea: 
Let’s send all Chapel Hill Carrboro 
City School kids to college. So far, 
this idea hasn’t found much traction 
(or opposition, for that matter). But 
I know this paper gets picked up by 
thousands of people each week, and 
I also know that education is a very 
important issue in our community. 
So a few of you out there must have 
read me.

Now I’m not one to beat a dead 
horse; but I don’t give up easy either, 
especially when giving up on send-
ing kids to college means giving up 
on kids. So, if you care one way or 
the other about this issue, how about 
writing into The Citizen blog and 
posting a comment to this article. At 
least then we might turn this mono-
log into a dialog.

While y’all have been ignoring me, 
I’ve been doin’ my homework.

Lately, I’ve been talking with my 
friend Corey. He teaches at one of 
those schools that sends all of its kids 
to college. He says that about 85 per-
cent of the kids in his school come 
from poor and minority families. Last 
year, he taught in a different school 
system in a different state. I know 
because I was one of his instructional 
coaches. So I asked him what the dif-
ference was between where he started 
out as a teacher and where he is now.

“Wow,” he said. “It’s like night and 
day. I’m not even sure where to be-
gin.” Nonetheless, I prodded him to 
start somewhere.

“Well, first of all,” he said, “we 
have amazing school leaders. They’re 
just incredible people who know how 
to move everyone forward toward the 
same goal.”

What about the teachers? I asked. 
“Yeah, the teachers are great,” Corey 
said. “Of course, they’re not all great. 
But if you don’t pull your weight 
around here, they drop you pretty fast 
and bring in somebody else.”

So what’s the “secret sauce,” I 
asked, assuming they had some spe-
cial approach, superior instructional 
method or newfangled curriculum. 
“Well, basically,” Corey said, “I think 
we just work our butt’s off to give ev-
ery kid one heck of an experience ev-
ery year.”

Not exactly hard science, I know. 
But sometimes it’s the homespun 
ideas that really hit home. What was 
Corey telling me?

Regardless of the racial, ethnic or 
socio-economic mix, any school that 
tries hard enough can send all of its 
kids to college.

It starts with talented leaders who 
can move others toward the college-
readiness goal.

It doesn’t take the best teachers in 
the world, but everybody has to pull 
their weight, and school leaders must 
be decisive about replacing those who 
don’t.

Make sure kids have a great experi-
ence every year.

I don’t want to minimize the 
achievement of Corey’s school in any 
way, but this doesn’t exactly sound 
like rocket science to me. Heck, it 
doesn’t even sound like rockets or 
science. More like simple common 
sense.

But maybe Corey just works for 
one of those “outlier” schools. May-
be nobody else in the country pulls 
this off. And yet, the more I research 
things, the more schools I find. Amid 
the Andover’s, Exeter’s and Sidwell’s, 
there are also Los Angeles’ Inner 
City Education Foundation Public 
Schools. Here’s their mission state-

ment: “The mission of ICEF Public 
Schools is to prepare all students to at-
tend and compete at the top 100 col-
leges and universities in the nation.” 

Doesn’t that sound like a great 
mission? Simple, straightforward, 
measurable! Now look at our mission 
statement: “To enable all students to 
acquire, through programs of excel-
lence and fairness, the knowledge, 
skills and insights necessary to live 
rewarding, productive lives in an 
ever-changing society.” Complicated, 
contrived, not measurable.

And here’s what ICEF’s founder 
wrote recently about its students: 
“ICEF Public Schools are mostly Black 
(over 85%), incredibly free (as in $0.00), 
all are welcome (admission is by lottery 
if there is a waiting list) and yet very, 
very successful at getting every student 
into college (100%) and prepared to 
compete once they get there (91% are 
still in college three years after our first 
graduating class at ICEF).”

Why can’t we do this, folks? Don’t 
we even want to try?

I find it hard to believe I’m the only 
person in this neck of the woods who 
knows that getting every kid to col-
lege is possible – or who thinks that 
it’s important. But there sure doesn’t 
seem to be much interest in talking 
about this.

Why? What have we got to lose 
by at least beginning the discussion? 
I went first. Now it’s your turn. You 
can read my original proposal at this 
link: http://bit.ly/2020_Vision. You 
can read my follow-up column at this 
link: http://bit.ly/2020_FollowUp. 

As dozens of high schools reach the 
100 percent college-readiness goal, it 
is no longer possible to pretend that 
it cannot be achieved. The college-
readiness revolution is happening all 
across our country. Why can’t it hap-
pen here?

I now find myself in the thankless position 
of advocating for the town’s initiative 

to create a greenway between Estes Drive 
and Homestead Road.

letter from the editor
This newspaper has not shied away 

from admonishing those in the motoring 
public to hang up and drive.

In our first year, we suggested that 
signs saying as much be posted along the 
roadsides at the entrances to downtown 
Carrboro. Having now worked three-and 
a-half years on Weaver Street and con-
ducted most of my travel during business 
hours on foot, I am unhappy to report 
that the habit of talking on the phone 
while driving, and the inattentiveness that 
accompanies it, remains rampant.

I am not sure whether bad drivers are 
bad because of cell phones or bad drivers 
are more inclined to adopt such practices. 
Doesn’t matter; people have been and are 
going to get hurt.

I say this as a longtime observer of the 
interplay of car and man in downtown 
Chapel Hill and Carrboro. During the 
years I worked at a copy shop with big 
windows and a full view of the intersec-
tion of Columbia and Franklin streets, the 
crew and I witnessed dozens of incidents. 
Most were either due to aggression or 
lack of attention. This was at the dawn of 
the cell phone age – long before we had 
turned ourselves into the most tuned-out 
people to ever walk the earth.

Just from personal observation, I’d say 
at least half of Carrboro’s crosswalk prob-
lems are due to drivers on the phone.

It’s not just limited to the motorists of 
course. In the regions near campus, it is 
sometimes difficult to find a human being 
not on the phone. And, I’m sorry, I really 
don’t get biking on an urban street with 
one hand to your ear.

Lately I’ve been commiserating with 
various public officials over this issue. 
Aside from the rather daunting legal hur-
dles to ban or limit the use of a federally 
regulated communication system, there’s 
the logistical challenge of enforcement.

Cracking down may be a part of the 
solution, but it’s not going to change this 
vice that has become habit. Resources are 
scarce and the culture is working against 
the idea of less time on the mobiles.

Chapel Hill may someday be able to 
adopt a regulation on cell phone use, and 
Carrboro could find success in improving 
crosswalk safety, but the odds of another 
fatal meeting between a pedestrian on the 
phone and a driver likewise occupied just 
keeps increasing.

So, as I said a couple of years ago, while 
the wheels of justice are turning, why not 
a parallel effort to address the behavior? 
What’s wrong with a few signs scattered 
about the downtown areas suggesting that 
it is unsafe, unwise and, well, uncool to 
drive while chatting?

I’ve always liked “Hang up and Drive” 
as a slogan, but I’ve been told it sounds 
too harsh and not friendly enough. So 
how about this one: “Tell a Friend to 
Hang Up and Drive.”

Sail on
There are some people you think of 

when you think of Carrboro, and Tom 
Robinson was one of them. I’ve bought 
fish from him for the past 20 years or so. 
And working downtown over the past 
few years, I’ve found myself in the shop 
quite often and developed an even deeper 
appreciation of his knowledge and his love 
for the coast of our fair state.

Tom grew up on the coast. His grand-
father’s place was in Atlantic on Core 
Sound. He understood the fisheries and 
the life of those who worked the waters. 
You could point to a fish and he could tell 
you what sound it was pulled from and 
when, and proceed to tell you about that 
particular body of water.

He understood the challenge to our wa-
ters presented by rampant development and 
lax enforcement, and how it was decimat-
ing a once-vibrant and proud way of life.

Tom Robinson built us a genuine fish 
house and stocked it with the best our 
waters had to offer, and he passed on the 
traditions he grew up in to customers and 
employees alike.

The shop will stay open and those tra-
ditions will live on and, I expect, his name 
will as well. That’s a legacy anyone would 
wish for, and in this case it’s well deserved.

The 
manipulation 
of anger

Chris Fitzsimon

The anger and frustration in 
the country is a central part of the 
national debate, as both political par-
ties vie desperately to manipulate the 
unrest to their advantage, testing polls 
and focus groups with messages that 
have only the faintest ties to reality.

Republicans profess to be the 
party of limited government as they 
privately write letters to federal of-
ficials begging for money for their 
states from the stimulus package they 
condemn as wasteful spending in 
their appearances on Fox News.

They are somehow defending our 
personal liberty with their opposition 
to health care reform that seeks to 
provide access to care for those who 
can’t afford it and say our personal 
freedom is threatened by a domineer-
ing nanny state as they oppose restric-
tions on smoking in public or efforts 
to reduce the salt content in foods.

But there’s no talk of a nanny 
when they refuse to allow gays and 
lesbians to marry or let a woman 
make decisions about her own body 
and reproductive health.

Democrats are responding to the 
frustrated public by trying to recap-
ture the mantle of the party of the 
working class with occasional public 
criticism of Wall Street, even as they 
privately bow to the finance indus-
try’s wishes by backing away from 
meaningful regulation of the greedy 
practices that brought the economy 
to its knees.

Despite its noble intentions, even 
health care reform started with a 
compromise with the pharmaceutical 
industry, not exactly a message that 
the party is looking out for the com-
mon people first.

The contradictions are not lost on 
observers of the American experience. 
A recent column in the International 
Herald Tribune talked of the “fault 
lines in the American dream” that are 
reflected in the popular culture – that 
while most Americans tell pollsters 
they still believe they can achieve the 
Dream if they work hard and play by 
the rules, an increasing number say it is 
harder to get ahead, reflecting a rising 
tension between the rich and poor.

The columnist said that when he 
returned to America after six years 
in India, he found a shift away from 
the Horatio Alger mythology and a 
rising belief that “class is a fate, not a 
situation,” and that things are rigged 
against the underdog.

There’s news every day to con-
firm that suspicion, from a seldom-
discussed special tax break for Wall 
Street fund managers that allows 
them to pay less of their income in 
taxes than most middle-class workers 
to a Colorado executive who makes 
$320,000 and tells the local paper she 
should not be considered wealthy.

Closer to home, North Carolina 
leaders tell us this is not the year to re-
form the state tax code that punishes 
the poor by taxing far more of the 
goods they buy than the services the 
wealthy use. It is never the year.

Instead, the battle is over which 
mental health service to cut, which 
tuition for the middle class to raise 
and which grade will no longer have 
teacher assistants to help kids who are 
struggling to read. And that’s from 
the Democrats currently in power.

The alternative from Republicans 
trying to unseat them is more cuts, 
not less, and tiresome claims about 
the evils of big government adapted 
from the empty rhetoric of their 
national counterparts.

That’s not much of a choice for 
most North Carolinians, and their 
reaction to that realization has moved 
from apathy to anger, sending the 
political class scrambling for a way to 
respond.

Maybe all the polling and focus 
groups can come up with a slogan or 
a bumper sticker this year that can 
help one party hold a few seats in 
Congress or win a few more in the 
General Assembly.

But that’s not an answer to the 
anger; it is at best a way to deflect 
it from what the Herald-Tribune 
columnist senses among many 
Americans as a feeling he describes as 
the “pardonable frustration of sensing 
that time is working against them.”

Time, and political leaders in both 
parties who often seem more inter-
ested in using the public anxiety than 
addressing the real problems that 
created it.

Chris Fitzsimon is executive director 
of N.C. Policy Watch.
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cryptoquote answer: Dead or Alive?

p
u
z
z
le

 s
o

lu
ti

o
n
s

Always go to other people’s funerals, otherwise they won’t go to yours. - Yogi Berra in 
a conversation with Mickey Mantle and Toots Shor

REAL ESTATE & CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED RATES $5.00/issue for up to 15 words. Words over 15: $0.35/word/issue. 

Place your classified ad online until MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

Support 
your

local
advertisers!

FREE
WEB
LISTING!

Your classified ad will be 
published on our high-traffic 

website just as it appears  
in our printed version.

Kyle Savage, Broker, EcoBroker
919.672.1856 (cell)
kyle@weaverstreetrealty.com

CarrboroCarrboro

WeaverStreetRealty.com

YourYour

 connection! connection!

Mobile Home For 
Rent

WHY PAY MORE? Quiet park, 
2BR/2BA. Minutes from town/ cam-
pus. Call 929-2864. 

House for Rent
Walk To Farmers Market 4 
Bedroom, 2 bath house on Davie Rd. 
Excellent condition, all appliances in-
cluded. Large bedrooms with gener-
ous closet space. Patio, plenty of off 
street parking. Yard care provided. 
Lease and deposit. No pets please. 
Available for March. $2000/mo. Lease 
and deposit. See picture and floor plan 
on web at CoolBlueRentals.com. Oth-
er similar houses available for June. 
605-4810 

Homes for Sale

107 CREST ST CARRBORO 
$125,000 to $220,000 (depending on 
buyer’s income.) Brand new green-
built 3BR, 2.5 bath two story home with 
rocking chair front porch. Downstairs 
master bedroom, spacious kitchen 
with oak cabinets. Hardwood flooring 
in LR, DR, and kitchen. Includes re-
frigerator, stove and dishwasher. Com-
munity Home Trust, 967-1545 x303 or 
communityhometrust.org 

3BR Contemporary in Fear-
rington Village. Parquet floors, vaulted 
ceilings, skylights, sunroom, detached 
garage. Short stroll to McIntyre’s Books 
and the rest of the Village. $249,500 
Weaver Street Realty 929-5658 

Canterbury TH Neat and tidy 
end unit! Freshly painted, cleaned 
carpets. Woodburning fireplace in 
the LR. Close to UNC and every-
where you want to be. You can hear 
the creek from your back door! This 
unit is ready to go. $118,000 Weaver 
Street Realty 929-5658 

Cute Carrboro Cottage The 
cutest perfect little hideaway cottage 
in town! Come experience the warmth 
of the Pine floors, the darling kitchen, 
and the tucked away bedroom. Up-
stairs, you’ll discover the suprise bo-
nus room using the cool narrow stair-
way. $189,000 Weaver Street Realty 
929-5658 

HAW RIVER FRONTAGE on 18ac 
in W. Orange Co. Home has active 
& passive solar features. Unfenced 
pasture, walking trails, pole barn. New 
Light Retreat Center can be income 
generator or guest home. $650,000 
Weaver Street Realty 929-5658 

OPEN HOUSE THIS SUNDAY from 
2-4PM. The perfect Carrboro cottage 
– must see! 607 Shelton Street. Mi-
chele Martin, Broker. 919.608.3513, 
min306@aol.com. Franklin Street 
Realty. 

renovated farmhouse on 5ac 
in Carrboro. For real ’green’ features: 
radiant heat floors, tankless hot wa-
ter heater, foam insulation, metal 
roof, high efficiency HVAC. Fantastic 
custom finishes. $537,777 Weaver 
Street Realty 929-5658 

RESERVE YOUR NEW SO-
LAR HOME Veridia Solar Com-
munity: brand new homes in Car-
rboro with net zero energy costs 
for under $300,000. $2500 will 
reserve yours now! Call 919-923-
1058. Bronwyn Merritt, Commu-
nity Realty. 

Sweet Carrboro Cottage 
502 Davie Road. Energy efficient, 
2BR/1BA, lots of sunlight. Walk to 
Farmers’ Market, WSM. $175,000. 
Call Logan Carter, Fonville Morisey, 
418-4694 

Sweet Contemp Cottage just 
south of Chapel Hill. New roof w/al-
gae resistant shingles, wood floors, 
great floorplan. Updated kitchen 
& appliance. Fenced backyard 
and minutes to UNC & bus stop. 
$199,000 Weaver Street Realty 929-
5658 

Office Space 
for Lease/Sale

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT 
Can also be used as apartment or 
studio. 600 sq ft, downtown Chapel 
Hill. Includes one parking space. 
$650/month. 942-4058 

Open office 
co-op space

Downtown Carrboro. Peck and Ar-
tisans Building, 204 W. Main St. 
Great light, hardwood floors. Easy 
walk from anywhere in old Carrboro. 
Artists, writers, designers and small 
businesses are your office mates. 
Utilities and internet included. $270/
month 919-368-6912

Retail or Office Space 204 
W. Main St., ground floor. 700 sq. 
ft. Utilities and internet included. 
$1200/ month. Peck & Artisans 
919-368-6912 

Help Wanted
SUMMER DAY CAMP STAFF - 
Carrboro Kinderventures & Enrich-
ment Camps. (Director, Supervisors, 
Counselors, and Inclusion Special-
ist). Pay rates: $9.80 – 12.80/hr de-
pending on position. 20-40 hrs/wk 
depending on camp, camp session, 
and position. Experience working 
with youth and/or children with spe-
cial needs, valid driver’s license and 
FA/CPR cert. preferred. Must have 
strong people, organizational and 
planning skills. Must be available 
June 7 – Aug 6. Open until filled. For 
more info, call 918-7364. For an ap-
plication, contact HR, 301 W. Main 
St., Carrboro, NC 27510, 918-7320 
or visit our website at www.townof-
carrboro.org. EOE. 

Services

Divinerose Facials Cori Roth- 
local holistic esthetician, NC Li-
cense #E3914, and certified Dr. 
Hauschka esthetician offering 
healing and restoring facials which 
include: aromatherapeutic com-
presses, lymph stimulation and 
treatments designed for specific in-
dividual needs. Visit www.diviner-
ose.com or call 919-933-4748 for 
more info. Gift certificates avail-
able. 20% off treatment through 
March 31. 

Free Home Energy As-
sessment. There are many ways 
to make your home more energy ef-
ficient; some don’t cost a thing. All 
pay for themselves in energy sav-
ings. HomeSmith can help you de-
cide which strategies will give you 
the most benefit. 933-9198 933-9198 

Classes/
Instruction

MEDITATION WORKSHOP:
Vera Shanley, MD, a CHOPRA 
CENTER certified instructor, will be 
holding a Meditation workshop in 
Hillsborough the weekend of March 
26,27,28. For workshop overview, 
details and price see www.veramind-
bodyspirit.com

Service puppies ready to graduate

After a Thursday night training session, the trainers and their dogs lined up for a group picture. Front row: left to 
right, service dogs Bonnie, Little B, Ansel and Ayla. Second row: trainers Deb Cunningham, Alexia Peck, Carolyn 
and Lynn Ikenberry and Gretchen Aylsworth. Photo by Elizabeth Jensen

By Elizabeth Jensen
Courtesy of the Carrboro 
Commons

Ayla, a golden retriever, can 
open refrigerators, flip light switch-
es, open and close doors, help take 
off clothing, pick up dropped 
objects and phone for help. She 
learned these skills at Eyes Ears 
Nose and Paws, a training center 
for assistance dogs in Carrboro.

Gretchen Aylsworth is Ayla’s 
puppy parent. She’s seen Ayla grow 
and learn a lot throughout the year. 
But training Ayla has changed her, 
too, she said.

“I didn’t mean for my life to 
become [Eyes Ears Nose and 
Paws] completely, but it did,” 
Aylsworth said.

Director Deb Cunningham 
jokingly reminded her she still has 
time for choir practice.

“There’s a way I love this best of 
all,” Aylsworth said. “It’s a wonder-
ful experience.”

The first dogs will graduate this 
spring and be paired with their new 
masters in early summer. So far, the 
organization has received three ap-
plications from community mem-
bers who want service dogs.

“We’re looking for that point 
where they start to settle in and 
you know they’re ready,” Cun-
ningham said. “It’s a long time 
coming. It’s been a lot of delayed 
gratification. At graduation, my 
spirits will probably soar.”

The first group of puppies be-
gan training about a year ago. Five 
dogs are in the program, which 

has grown to include three puppy 
parents and more than 20 volun-
teers. Small local grants and dona-
tions helped the organization get 
started. January 1 was the first time 
CEO Maria Ikenberry and Cun-
ningham received paychecks since 
opening the program in 2008.

Cunningham said that Eyes 
Ears Nose and Paws evolved from 
her desire to develop helping re-
lationships between humans and 
dogs. Her first dog, which went to 
college with her, was named J.B., 
for Jet Black. The dog would sneak 
into classroom buildings when 
people would open the doors, find 
Cunningham and lay at her feet.

“She was allowed every-
where but the library, com-
puter center and dining hall,” 
Cunningham said.

Exploring new 
partnerships

Cunningham began train-
ing working dogs in 2001 with 
a dog named Finner, a black 
Lab from the pound whom she 
taught search and rescue skills. 
But she wanted to explore other 
partnerships between humans 
and dogs, so she attended Ber-
gin University of Canine Stud-
ies in Santa Rosa, Calif. and 
received an associate degree in 
assistance dog training. Now 
helping run Eyes Ears Nose and 
Paws, she also trains diabetic-
assistance dogs.

A diabetic-assistance dog can 
smell when its master’s blood sug-
ar goes above or below the normal 

range. The dog is trained to nuzzle 
or paw its master to get attention. 
Sometimes blood-sugar levels 
drop dangerously low at night, 
Cunningham said. The dog will 
paw at its master until he or she 
awakes. If the master doesn’t get 
up, the dog will find someone 
else in the house; and if no one 
else is there, the dog will push 
a button on a special phone to 
dial for help.

Alexia Peck recently started 
volunteering with the organiza-
tion. She co-owns Darwin K9, 
an obedience school for pets, 
and trains Nero, a German 
shepherd, to find dead bodies 
and bite on command.

She said working with ser-
vice dogs is very different from 
other kinds of training she’s done. 
Walking is the biggest difference, 
because in other types of training 
the master pulls more on the leash 
and collar.

“It’s like retraining my muscle 
memory,” Peck said. “I’m used to 
telling the dog what to do, not 
showing.”

Next month, Eyes Ears Nose 
and Paws will grow to include 
two or three more puppies. Cun-
ningham said she hopes to begin 
training 17 dogs this year. It’s an 
ambitious goal and is dependent 
on the number of people willing 
to become puppy parents.

To volunteer or get more infor-
mation, visit the Eyes Ears Nose 
and Paws website at eenp.org 
and register for the mailing list 
or call 926-0457.
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Taking a lesson from 
nature, it seems so 
logical to let the gum 
balls lie where they fall, 
creating a natural mulch. 
Think about the natural 
forest. Each tree drops 
leaves that become 
natural mulch, which 
eventually decomposes 
to become nutrients 
for the roots. The wise 
and resourceful Botani-
cal Garden staff at The 
Coker Arboretum leave 
gum balls to serve as 
mulch beneath that 
magnificent tree in the 
central lawn. 

Gardening friend Sally 

Heiney related to me 
that gum-ball mulch has 
been the remedy for 
her “dog-lying-in-the-
flower-border” problem. 
When she began mulch-
ing her flower beds with 
sweetgum balls, the dog 
stopped lying amongst 
the flowers. Similarly, I 
learned from my moth-
er-in-law, Jane King, 
who maintains plants in 
pots at Carol Woods, 
that gum-ball mulch in 
pots discourages digging 
and uprooting of pesky 
squirrels.

So rather than curse 
the fallen sweetgum 
balls, enjoy taking a 
closer look at the ar-
chitecture and beauty 

of each one and keep 
them on site to serve a 
useful purpose. In fact, 
consider the flowers and 
fruit that fall from all 
our trees as a resource 
to keep on site and 
to recycle back to the 
earth, as is nature’s way. 
Eliminate the energy 
wasted in collecting that 
fine natural “debris” 
and moving it curbside 
to create unnecessary 
work for town staff.

A good friend de-
scribed the quiet sound 
of the raining down of 
sweetgum seed during a 
woods walk last fall. I’m 
going walking next fall in 
hope of capturing that 
experience myself.

Photo by KEN mOORE
Sweet gum balls congregate as mulch beneath the big tree in Coker Arboretum.

A thousand words
by Jock Lauterer
Do you have an important old photo that you value? Send your 300 dpi scan 
to jock@email.unc.edu and include the story behind the picture. Because 
every picture tells a story. And its worth? A thousand words.

M
y 15-year-old childhood chum, Johnny Allcott, backed by proud parents June and 
John Allcott Sr., poses for photos after receiving his Eagle rank at Troop 39’s court of 
honor at the Institute of Pharmacy building on Church Street, Chapel Hill. A bud-
ding photo-geek, I made this terrible snapshot with my Kodak Flashmite and included 
fellow scouts, left to right, John Radford (and his parents), Bob Cadmus and Timmy 

Keith-Lucas. Though I haven’t seen John Allcott in over 40 years, we still exchange Christmas 
cards faithfully every year. Married to the former Beth Hunt of Chapel Hill, he’s a doctor in Eu-
gene, Ore., where they’ve lived for decades. And I bet that in some closet he’s still got his scout 
uniform with that coveted Eagle badge.

Johnny gets his Eagle, 1963
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Orange County Solid Waste Management
(919) 968-2788

recycling@co.orange.nc.us
www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling

Rigid Plastics Recycling Program!

Look for the Bright Purple Containers
Please Read the Signs and Follow Instructions!

#2 HDPE and #5 PP – Plastics that are NOT Bottles
tubs • cups • totes • buckets • flower pots (larger than one pint) • dish drainers • milk crates

toys • pet carriers • garbage cans • recycling bins • lawn furniture • laundry baskets

• NO plastics #1, #3, #4, #6, #7    • NO plastic bags    • NO styrofoam
• NO plastic bottles here! Recycle those with Bottles, Cans, Jugs and Jars.

•NO clear plastic #1 clamshell takeout or lettuce boxes
• Items must be clean, free of any food or dirt residue!

Drop-Off Locations Only (Not at the Curb)
24-Hour Recycling Drop-Off Sites

Orange County Solid Waste Convenience Centers

NEW!

Now Open In Carrboro!
302 East Main
In front of ArtsCenter & Cat’s Cradle
11 am-2 am daily 
(kitchen open till 2 am every night)
919-960-0656 • badawings.com

Family Special
16 Boneless Wings & Basket of Ba-Da Fries  

$19.95 (Feeds 4)

From Bean to Cup
Handcrafted  

Coffee Roasting  
with Experience  

and Passion

• Coffee Delivery 
• Equipment  
• Training
•  Consulting  
& More

www.carrborocoffee.com • 919-968-4760 • carrborocoffee@hotmail.com

Saturday, February 27 
10AM – 2PM 

Your chance to explore  
and discover the perfect  

summer program 
opportunities for your 

camper.  

201 S. Estes Drive • Chapel Hill, NC • 919.967.6934
www.UniversityMallNC.com • www.facebook.com/UniversityMallNC


