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By Rich Fowler and 
Margot C. Lester
Staff Writers

It wasn’t that long ago that seeing 
a rise in your property value indicated 
a good return on investment. But the 
challenging economy has turned that 
mentality on its head. 

“In our normal circumstances, peo-
ple would be happy to see the value of 
their house go up,” said Mark Zimmer-
man, owner of Re/Max Winning Edge 
in Chapel Hill. But almost as soon as 
Orange County’s quadrennial prop-
erty tax revaluations began arriving in 
the mail, there’s been an ironic hue and 
cry from property owners who’ve seen 
their values rise dramatically.

“It’s an odd situation for people to 
say, ‘Please say that my wealth hasn’t 
increased as much as you say it has,’ 
and that’s because there’s out-of-pock-
et consequences to it,” he said.

Those consequences arose primar-
ily from two aspects of the revaluation 
process that produced some question-
able results. 

First, sufficient market data was 
lacking for some areas that saw few 
or no sales during the revaluation 
period. In these cases, the assessment 
team uses a set of tables and formu-
las to make the valuation. The bulk 
of this year’s issues occurred because 
the revaluations began two years 
ago, when the real estate market was 
up and property of all types was sell-
ing at high prices. Last August, be-

fore the local housing market really 
tanked, the average Orange County 
home sale price was $344,000. By 
January of this year, it had plunged 
to $291,000. Commercial property 
values also dropped over that pe-
riod. 

And there’s the rub: Many properties 

are now valued far higher than the mar-
ket – and owners’ stretched wallets – will 
bear. That leaves many owners wonder-
ing if their revaluations are accurate.

“My concern is that they’re hitting 
the valuations at the peak of the market,” 
says Marc Pons, owner of Chapel Hill 
Tire. The value of all three of his service 

locations increased, some dramatically. 
“At this point, nobody knows what’s 
going to happen. Everybody’s suffering 
right now. It just doesn’t seem like this is 
the right time to be doing it. “

SEE  REVALUATIONS  PAGE 2
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Photo by Ken Moore
The dimpled trout lilies are visible for a very few 
weeks.

Springtime panic

I
t’s here again, that time I year 
I dread most: springtime!

Terra cotta tints of elm 
trees and red hues of red 
maples announced the ar-

rival of spring weeks ago. The 
tiny flowers of these native trees 
depend on wind currents for 
pollination because it’s too cold 
for flying insects to be effective.

Bolin Creek walker Dave Otto 
reported seeing trout lilies in flower 
on Valentine’s Day. Some folks call 
them dog-toothed violets, adder’s 
tongues or fawn lilies. Taking “a 
closer look” will give you some 
hints about these common names.

For me, the onslaught of 
springtime is symbolized by the 
first appearance of the speckled-
patterned leaves of the trout lily, 
and every year that sends me into 
a panic. During the springtime, 
too much happens too quickly. I 
can’t keep up with it all !

I remember past years when I 
allowed myself to seem too busy 
to get out along the forest trails 
to catch the trout lilies. Within 
just a few short weeks, those 
beautiful little wildflowers were 
gone for another whole year; I 
had missed them again! 

Being natural opportunists, some 
of our woodland plants emerge in 
the late winter to take advantage of 
the sunlight before the leafy canopy 
shades the forest floor. They grow, 
flower, make seed and return 
to dormancy in just a few short 
weeks. This year, I’m going to make 
certain that I catch the trout lilies. 
They are really special, and perhaps 
one of the most frequently photo-
graphed of all wildflowers.

Consider William Blake’s “To see 
a world in a grain of sand/And a 
heaven in a wildflower/Hold infinity 
in the palm of your hand/And eter-
nity in an hour” when you behold a 
trout lily. You may have to practice 
some “belly botany” by lying on the 
ground to peer up into a trout lily 
flower to get a really good look.

SEE  FLORA  PAGE 8
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Residents question connector road policy
By Susan Dickson
Staff Writer

CARRBORO — After hours of public 
comment regarding connector roads 
for two proposed developments, the 
Carrboro Board of Aldermen voted 
on Tuesday to postpone decisions 
on both Claremont Phases IV and 
V and Colleton Crossing. 

The plans for Claremont Phases 
IV and V, across Homestead Road 
from the development’s first three 
phases, include 27 townhomes 
and 69 single-family homes. In ac-
cordance with the town’s Connec-
tor Roads Policy, the development 
would connect to Wexford via Col-
fax Drive, providing access from 

Homestead Road to Hillsborough 
Road. 

However, residents have argued 
that the policy mandates connector 
roads between new developments 
and neighborhoods that then bring 
increased traffic to roads that aren’t 
designed to handle it.

The board of aldermen approved 
the Connector Roads Policy in 1986 
as development was initiated in the 
northern areas of town. The policy 
seeks “to ensure that old and new 
developments and businesses in 
town connect to each other, both to 
disperse newly generated traffic and 
to give a sense of connectivity and 
unity to the town as it grew.”

According to the developer, 
Parker Louis, the development is 
expected to generate 58 vehicle trips 
per day through the Colfax Drive 
connection.

While several residents spoke in 
favor of the connection from Wex-
ford to Claremont IV and V, the 
majority of speakers opposed the 
connection. 

Scott Christie, president of the 
Williams Woods Homeowners’ 
Association, spoke on behalf of the 
presidents of the Wexford, Cates 
Farm and Cobblestone homeown-
ers’ associations in opposition to the 
proposed connector road. 

“This plan will not disperse traf-

fic, but instead focus and funnel it 
through narrow streets never intend-
ed to carry a high volume of traffic,” 
he said. “The only way unity will be 
created is to allow pedestrian traffic 
like cyclists [and] joggers, which we 
do support.” 

Mortimer Alzoma, president of 
the Wexford Homeowners’ Associa-
tion, encouraged board members to 
walk through the neighborhoods to 
get a feel for the traffic. 

“More cars will be a problem,” he 
said. “It will be a tragic problem for 
some unsuspecting kid, and it will 
destroy a parent.” 

SEE  ALDERMEN  PAGE 3

Revaluations squeeze home, business owners

University chooses first Eve Carson Scholar
By Jasmina Nogo
Staff Writer

Despite her busy schedule of endless 
campus meetings, late nights studying 
and early mornings of trail restoration, 
Elinor Benami has a calm and patient 
disposition and makes those around 
her feel like there’s nowhere else in the 
world she’d rather be.

“Even though I know she’s one of 
the busiest and most active students 
on campus, she always has time to 
stop and talk, to ask how your day 
was, and she never rushes,” said junior 
Bryce Koukopoulos, who knows Be-
nami through UNC’s student sustain-
ability organization, FLO Food. 

As an outstanding student and an 
exemplary campus leader, Benami, 
a junior from Knoxville, Tenn., was 
named the first Eve Marie Carson 
Scholar for her dedication to environ-
mental issues. The scholarship will 
fund a summer experience after her 
junior year as well as financial aid for 
her senior year. 

“I’m both incredibly honored and 
humbled to have been selected for the 
scholarship,” Benami said. “And though 
I’d like to say I enjoy a good challenge, 
to be a very direct part of Eve’s legacy is 
also quite a set of shoes to fill. 

“Being named the first Carson 
scholar is certainly a great privilege, 
and, as such, is also a great responsi-
bility for me to uphold in service to 
the rest of the Carolina community 
and beyond.” 

The Eve Marie Carson Scholarship 
Executive Committee, composed en-
tirely of students, designed the scholar-
ship program in honor of slain student 
body president Eve Carson to reward 
ambitious students who have shown 
strong involvement in a leadership role 

at Carolina. A separate selection com-
mittee of students and faculty chose 
Benami from among 138 qualified 
applicants. 

“Elinor was chosen for her breadth 
and depth of her passion,” said senior 
Andy Woods, director of the scholar-
ship’s executive committee. 

“She has done a ton of work with 
the environment and she has demon-
strated a commitment to leadership 
and service while still pursuing her 
passions,” he said. 

Benami is double-majoring in in-
ternational studies and economics and 
plans to pursue a career that will al-
low her to use a diverse set of skills, she 
said. She is interested in service careers 
and research in sustainability policy. 

“I like interdisciplinary projects 
that allow the use of multidimensional 
skills,” she said. 

She is currently co-chair of the Stu-
dent Government Environmental Af-
fairs Committee, which collaborates 
with students and faculty to promote 
key environmental principles, encour-
age sustainable lifestyles and facilitate 
cooperation between student environ-
mental groups and the university. 

“It’s been a long and evolutionary 
process,” she said of her passion for en-
vironmental issues. “A lot of different 
things have begun and sustained my 
interest in environmental justice.” 

She said it started with a love for 
food and quickly evolved into all of 
the issues concerning where our food 
comes from and how it’s treated. 

“It has become a social justice issue 
for me more recently,” Benami said. 

“One of the biggest roles we have 
is to connect sustainability groups on 
campus,” she said of the Environmen-
tal Affairs Committee. The committee 
focuses on tangible projects as well as 
leadership development. Benami said 
she will step down from her position 
next year because she wants to leave 
room for other great leaders. 

She is currently exploring several op-
tions for the summer project that the 
scholarship funds. One of these is to 
work for a center in southeastern Israel 
that deals with local sustainability issues. 

“The undergirding philosophy ap-
peals to me. No matter what the po-
litical situation is, we should still care 
about our earth,” she said. 

Another project she is considering 
is working with a scientific research 
group called Bridging the Rift on the 
border of Israel and Jordan that doc-
uments local biological species in an 
effort to develop scientific collabora-
tions between scholars from the two 
nations. 

“Another way to look at research 
could be as a way to create new solu-
tions,” she said. 

She said she’s particularly attract-
ed to going to this part of the world 
because her father grew up in Israel.

“It helps provide a sense of rooted-
ness,” she said of knowing where her 
family comes from. 

“It’s a really important issue that I 
haven’t addressed in my life,” she said. 

Benami also is interning for the 
N.C. Botanical Garden in Battle 
Park on campus, doing trail mainte-
nance, tours and other projects. 

“I love being there,” she said. 
“There’s so much campus history 
and an element of retreat and resto-
ration.”

When asked how many hours of 
sleep she gets on average per night, 
she laughed and said anywhere be-
tween four and seven. She said she 
doesn’t hesitate to take time out of 
sleep if it means knowing that she’s 
done as much as she can.

“To know I’ve spent my day doing 
something useful for other people is 
what matters,” she said. And if that 
means long nights of committee 
meetings and early mornings of trail 
maintenance, she’s eager to do it. 

UNC will hold a ceremony to re-
member Carson on March 5, the one-
year anniversary of her death. The cer-
emony will be held at 4 p.m. in The 
Pit on campus, with music starting at 
3:45 p.m.

Photo by AVA BARLOW
Marc Pons, president of Chapel Hill Tire Company, is appealing the tax assessment, which was raised this year by more than 80%, for 
his West Franklin Street location. “It’s bad timing,” he said. “I’m trying to deal with this economy that’s in recession, and now this.”

Photo by Jasmina nogo
Elinor Benami
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Thursday, Feb 26
OC Democratic Women 
—  The Orange County Democratic 
Women will hold its monthly meet-
ing with guest speaker Moses Carey, 
head of the Employment Security 
Commission. 7:30-9pm, OWASA 
Community Room, 400 Jones Ferry 
Road. l_foxworth_2000@yahoo.
com, 942-0045

Friday, Feb 27
Bluegrass Conversation 
— Bluegrass musician Tim O’Brien 
will speak about his music and 
career. 10am, Hanes Art Center 
Auditorium, UNC campus. Free and 
open to the public. smweiss@email.
unc.edu, 962-1345 

Saturday, Feb 28
NAACP Meeting— The North-
ern Orange NAACP will hold its 
annual retreat and monthly meeting. 
10am, Lattisville Grove Baptist 
Church, 1701 Jimmy Ed Road, 
Hurdle Mills. 732-5708 or 304-5835

Mardi Gras — The Second An-
nual Mardi Gras Masquerade Ball is 
sponsored by ChathamArts and the 
Abundance Foundation. 7pm-mid-
night, Chatham Mills, 480 Hillsboro 
St., Pittsboro. $30 in advance, $35 
at the door. www.chathamarts.org, 
542-0394

Wine and Cheese — The 
Hillsborough Wine Company will 
host a free cheese and wine tasting 
featuring local cheeses. 1-5pm, 118 S. 
Churton St., Hillsborough. 732-4343

Casablanca — Century Center 
Cinema presents the 1942 film with 
free popcorn and soda. 7pm, Car-
rboro Century Center. $4  

Computer Class — A free 
class in Introduction to Microsoft 
Powerpoint. Class size limited to 4. 
9-10am, Carrboro Branch Library 
at McDougle School. 969-3006 or 
www.lib.unc.edu/cws to register

Creativity Workshop — “Spring 
Forward,” a workshop in writing and 
color, will help participants awaken 
their creativity. 1:30-4:30pm, Chapel 
Hill Friends Meeting Schoolhouse. 
$10 suggested donation for materi-
als. 967-4746 or 942-2112 to register

5K Race — The Kappa Kappa 
Gamma sorority at UNC will host 
a 5K race benefiting Friends for an 
Earlier Breast Cancer Test. 8am, 
the Old Well on Cameron Avenue. 
$20 day of the race, $15 in advance. 
www.tarheeltrot.com/index.html

Sunday, March 1
Community Dinner — 
Community-building event with 
sustainable food provided by local 
restaurants. 1-3pm, McDougle 
School Cafetorium. $8 adults, 
$3 children under 10. www.
communitydinner.org

Baby-Wearing Class— Learn 
how to wear your baby in the carrier 
of your choice. 12-1pm, The Red 
Hen, 201 W. Weaver St. Free. 942-
4420, theredhen@gmail.com

Dangerous Ideas — Randy Best, 
leader of the North Carolina Ethical 
Society, will discuss how beliefs moti-
vate us to act and what makes ideas 
good or bad. 1:30pm, Extraordinary 
Ventures, 200 S. Elliott Road. Free

Wednesday, March 4
Travel Workshop — The Hostel-
ing International-North Carolina 
Council will offer a workshop on 
“World Travel 101” for college-age 
students and adults planning trips. 
7:15pm, Chapel Hill Public Library. 
hostellinginternationalnorthcarolina.
org/News.aspx

Thursday, March 5
Holocaust Talk — Author Susan 
Block will lead a discussion on Van 
Eeden, a North Carolina agricultural 
settlement established in 1939 for 
Jews fleeing Nazi Germany. 5pm 
reception and exhibit viewing, 
North Carolina Collection Gallery, 

Wilson Library second floor. 5:45pm 
program, Pleasants Family Assem-
bly Room, Wilson Library, UNC 
campus. Free. 962-4207, liza-terll@
unc.edu

Friday, March 6
NC Live Class— Learn about the  
many uses of NC Live, a collection 
of online resources freely available 
to library patrons. 12:30pm, Carr-
boro Creative Coworking, 205 Lloyd 
St., Suite 101. 918-7387, cybrary@
co.orange.nc.us, www.co.orange.
nc.us/library/cybrary

Saturday, March 7
Snow Hill Hike— Naturalist 
Ken Moore and Triangle Land 
Conservancy’s Bo Howes will lead a 
tour of the historic Snow Hill region 
of Durham County. 10am. For 
directions or to register, visit www.
triangleland.org/news/calendar/
calendar.shtml

Coffee and Wine Tast-
ing— Coffee Cupping and Wine 
Tasting with Cup-A-Joe. 1-5pm, 
Hillsborough Wine Company, 118 
S. Churton St., Hillsborough. Free. 
732-4343

Ongoing

Cancer Support — Weekly 
support free of charge for cancer 
patients and family at Cornucopia 
House. cornucopiahouse.org

The Compassionate Friends 
— Third Mondays, 7-8:30pm. 
Self-help support after the death 
of a child. Free and open to all 
adults grieving the loss of a child or 
sibling. Evergreen United Methodist 
Church. 967-3221, chapelhilltcf.org

DivorceCare — Mondays, 7pm. 
A support group for those sepa-
rated or divorced.  Orange United 
Methodist Church, 942-2825, con-
nect2orange.org

Computer Class — Chapel 
Hill SeniorNet is offering a class in 
Spreadsheet Fundamentals. 9-11am 
Tuesdays and Thursdays until March 
19, Seymour Senior Center. 968-
2070 to register

Kids
Pajama Story Time — Feb. 20, 
7pm. Market Street Books, 510 Mar-
ket St., Southern Village. 933-5111

Toddler Time — Thursdays, 4pm, 
Carrboro Branch Library. 969-3006

Preschool Story Time — Sat-
urdays, 10:30am. Carrboro Branch 
Library, 969-3006

Story Time — Thursdays, 
10:30am. Market Street Books. All 
ages welcomed. 933-5111

Express Yourself! — Saturdays, 
10:45-11:15am, 11:30am-noon. Art 
program for ages 3-8 & their care-
givers. Kidzu Children’s Museum, 
105 E.. Franklin St. $2, 933-1455, 
kidzuchildrensmuseum.org

Volunteers
RSVP 55+ Volunteer Program 
— Seeks volunteers at least 55 years 
of age and over who would like 
assistance in finding an opportunity 
that matches their interests. RSVP 
places volunteers with more than 
100 nonprofit agencies in Orange 
County. 968-2056, co.orange.nc.us/
aging/RSVPindex.asp

Meals on Wheels — Seeks 
volunteers to deliver meals and/or 
bake simple desserts for recipients 
in the Chapel Hill/Carrboro area. 
942-2948

Hospice — Training for those 
interested in being UNC Hospice 
volunteers, Fridays from Feb. 13-
Mar. 20, 9am-12pm. UNC Health 
Care/Hospice Office, 1101 Weaver 
Dairy Road, Chapel Hill. To register, 
contact Mary Honeycutt, 542-5545 
or mhoneycutt@unch.unc.edu

Community Calendar

Do you have anything for one of our calendars? Send your submissions to calendar@carrborocitizen.com

revaluations
from page 1

Mostly accurate
The Orange County Tax As-

sessor’s office reviewed values on 
53,000 properties countywide; 
19,591 were residential parcels in 
290 neighborhoods. One-hun-
dred-forty-three neighborhoods 
consisting of 10,517 properties 
saw revaluations in excess of the 
22 percent county average. An-
other 147 neighborhoods consist-
ing of 8,782 properties were reval-
ued below the county average.

Zimmerman and some of 
his colleagues have been doing 
comparative market analyses for 
homeowners who think their re-

assessments were inaccurate. 
“For people in established 

neighborhoods, we’re not seeing 
that the reassessment numbers 
are off an awful lot,” he said. 
But there are some exceptions. 
“Where there’s better informa-
tion, they’re getting closer; and 
where there’s less information, 
there can be some pretty wide 
swings,” he said.

Orange County property own-
ers have until March 31 to appeal 
their revaluations. So far, the 
assessor’s office has received more 
than 1,500 requests for review.

‘Get ready to move’
Thirty years ago, Tom Rose 

and his wife built a house on 
Lakeshore Drive in Chapel Hill 
for less than $300,000. In Janu-

ary, the retired couple discov-
ered the tax value on their home 
had gone up from just under 
$698,000 in 2005 to $1,107,000 
in 2009 — a 58 percent increase. 
Rose says that the value of the 
house only went up 20 percent, 
but the value of the land it sits 
on – two-thirds of an acre on 
Eastwood Lake – doubled from 
$300,000 to $600,000.

Rose has already appealed his 
revaluation. “We’re not contest-
ing so much the increase of the 
value of the house so much, but 
we’re going to the mat over the 
land. I am planning right now 
on going to the next step. And if 
that doesn’t work out, I’m going 
to take it to Raleigh.” 

And if he loses his appeal? 
“My realtor said, ‘Get ready, 

Tom, for something around 
$25,000 in taxes.’ I’m paying 
$13,500 now. So I said to my 
wife, ‘Get ready to move.’ We 
can’t live under those circum-
stances,” Rose said. “I’m not say-
ing the house didn’t increase [in 
value], and that’s wonderful. But 
I don’t have the income. I’m se-
rious when I say I’ll have to see 
what my tax bill looks like; and 
if it’s more than I can handle, 
which is what I suspect it might 
be, I will have to move, and I will 
move out of this county.”

Business impact
Pons was surprised by the 

increased valuations at his two 
Chapel Hill locations on West 
Franklin Street and University 
Mall (a third location is in Car-
rboro).

“The Franklin Street service 
center, which is an unimproved 
property, went up 84 percent. 
That’s like $70 per square foot 
of land,” Pons said. “The East 
Franklin location went up 49 
percent.” He’s appealing the re-
valuations. 

He guesses the West Franklin 
increase was based on one high-
profile transaction. 

“There was one sale for $70 
per square foot in the area – it 
was Spencer Young [owner of 
the Courtyard] when he was try-

ing to find a parking lot. It was a 
desperate buy and now they’re in 
foreclosure,” Pons noted. “We’re 
not going to go out of business, 
but it certainly hurts.”

Julie Jennings owns Uniqui-
ties, a women’s clothing store 
also on West Franklin Street, 
and the building it’s located in. 
Its tax value was $263,700 in 
2004. When reassessed in 2005, 
the value shot up to $480,000, 
an 82 percent increase. This year, 
the new tax value is $708,800, 
a 47 percent increase. Mak-
ing matters worse, the assessed 
value of Jennings’ home went up 
around 50 percent too. She plans 
to challenge both.

Like Pons, she said the in-
creased value won’t put her out 
of business, but it does put her in 
a squeeze. 

“People are spending less 
money locally. It’s going to be 

challenging,” she said. 
To soothe the sting of higher 

valuations in a down economy, 
County Commissioner Mike 
Nelson advocates a reduction in 
the property tax rate. 

“Lowering the tax rate to be 
‘revenue neutral’ is standard op-
erating procedure for local gov-
ernments,” said Nelson. “Local 
elected officials need to stick to 
our promise to adopt a lower, 
revenue-neutral tax rate. 

“It’s a little early to say for sure 
exactly what the new tax rate will 
be, but the county’s current tax 
rate is just over 99 cents. A rev-
enue-neutral rate might be, say, 
87 cents. Lowering the tax rate 
will be good for our citizens.”

Editor’s note: The Citizen will 
follow the property owners in this 
article to see how their appeals come 
out.

 Neighborhood Impact    Source: Orange County Tax Assessor

290 neighborhoods consisting of 19,591 residential properties

143 neighborhoods consisting of 10,517 properties had revaluations in excess of the county average of 22 percent.

147 neighborhoods consisting of 8,782 properties had revaluations below the county average.

 Neighborhoods with highest increases
Percentage increase from 2005	 Neighborhood	 # of Properties	 Location

46.77%	 White Oak Condos	 95	 Carrboro; Fidelity St. off of Main St.

44.04%	 Stateside	 43	 Chapel Hill; off MLK near Timberlyne

43.60%	 Rangewood	 73	 Carrboro; off N.C. 54 mear Poplar Ave.

42.86%	 Homestead Village	 62	 Chapel Hill; off Homestead Road near Chapel Hill High

41.85%	 Camelot Village Condos	 109	 Chapel Hill; S. Estes Dr. Across from University Mall

 Neighborhoods with lowest increases
Percentage increase from 2005	 Neighborhood	 # of Properties	 Location

1.50%	 Braddock Park	 30	 Hillsborough; U.S. 70 at Scotswood Blvd.

1.27%	 Governor’s Grove	 34	 Cedar Grove

0.99%	 Northern Heights	 41	 Hillsborough; off U.S. 70 at Rainey Ave.

-0.01%	 North Dixie	 68	 Hillsborough; off U.S. 70 at Rainey Ave.

-2.92%	 La Mesa	 70	 Timberlake; off N.C. 57 at Bacon Road

Crowd protests taxes

 How it’s done
Every four years, the six-person Orange County Tax Assessor’s office reassesses the tax value of 

53,000 pieces of residential and commercial property and other real estate in the county. But the ac-
tual process begins about two years before the revaluation takes effect, when assessors begin tracking 
real estate sales and evaluate how close overall tax values are to current market values. That establishes 
if the aggregate value needs to be adjusted up or down. When the most recent revaluation was fin-
ished, it showed that the county’s overall property tax value had risen 26 percent. 

“After we apply the county-wide adjustments, then we start looking at each neighborhood and 
try and figure out, ‘Okay, well, we’re still a little low in this neighborhood, we’re a little high in this 
neighborhood, so we need to make adjustments,’” says Orange County Tax Assessor John Smith. The 
team periodically revisits neighborhoods it’s already assessed to determine if action is needed to keep 
the new values in line with changes in the market. 

 Appealing your revaluation
Think your revaluation is out of whack? Here’s how to appeal it.
“If you just go in with ‘I think you’re wrong,’ you’re not going 

to get anywhere with them,” said Mark Zimmerman, owner of 
Re/Max Winning Edge in Chapel Hill. Bring as much data to 
prove your point as possible. 

Download the Valuation Input and Review Form (available 
at www.co.orange.nc.us/assessor/taxvalfm.pdf). Gathering the 
necessary data isn’t hard, but it does require time, which is why 
some property owners have engaged real estate pros to help. Ac-
ceptable data includes comparables gathered from the Multiple 
Listing Service or even ads in the newspaper. You can also cite 
property tax values from neighboring parcels (available at http://
gis.co.orange.nc.us/land/search.asp). Some people are going as far 
as shelling out $300 to $400 for an official appraisal, the “gold 
standard” of proof in an appeal. 

“This is the first year we’ve ever had on the website the ability to 
search by address, so you can pull up a street, look up every valuation 
on that street, boom, just like that,” said Orange County Tax Assessor 
John Smith said. ”People are taking advantage of that. The better the 
information we get, the better the revaluation is going to be in the 
end, and the more likelihood of an adjustment.”

Residents who are successful in their requests will receive a 
notice of revaluation in mid- to late April. 

If property owners still aren’t satisfied, they will have 30 days to 
appeal to the Orange County Board of Equalization and Review, a 
three-member panel that hears each revaluation appeal. Residents 
also can appeal to the North Carolina Property Tax Commission 
in Raleigh, the last step they have before going to court.

Other resources
There are other forms of relief available to elderly, disabled and 

some agricultural property owners. For more information on eli-
gibility requirements, visit www.co.orange.nc.us/assessor/exemp-
tion.asp or call 245-2100.

 HILLSBOROUGH  — It’s uncer-
tain how many people turned 
out Monday night at the Red 
Barn at Daniel Boone Village 
in Hillsborough for the Orange 
County Tax Revolt meeting. 
The line snaked around the barn 
and event organizers said they 
stopped counting the number of 
people both inside and out after 
hitting the 1,300 mark. 

As it happens, the maximum 
the building is supposed to hold 
is 300. With 400 to 500 already 
stuffed inside, the Hillsborough 
Fire Marshal’s Office began turn-
ing folks away.

Carrboro resident Bryan Berger, 
who started the movement with a 
sign in his front yard, was certainly 
pleased with the turnout, but dis-
appointed more couldn’t enter. 

“I am just tickled pink to see 
so many people here,” Berger 
said, “and it just breaks my heart 
that we had to turn away hun-
dreds of people who couldn’t get 
in the building.”

The event was sponsored and 
staffed by members of Freedom-
Works, a national small-govern-
ment, anti-tax movement chaired 
by former Republican House Ma-
jority Leader Dick Armey – and 
those who did make it in the 
door heard former Hillsborough 
Mayor Joe Phelps give advice on 
appealing their tax assessments 
and former Orange County Com-

missioner Ben Lloyd blame local 
governments for high property tax 
burdens, a lack of economic devel-
opment and wasteful spending. 

The crowd of mostly older 
residents warmed up to the mes-
sage with applause and shouts of 
“Amen!” 

Gerald Talbert owns two gas 
stations in Orange County and 
came to the meeting because 
he’s frustrated with the taxes 
he’s paying. 

“I’ve been angry for years,” Tal-
bert said, “because it keeps going 
up and up and up. I don’t have 
anything to show for it.” 

With the bad economy hurt-
ing his convenience store sales, 
and falling gas prices adding to his 
problems, Talbert said he will have 
to start setting aside money to pay 
his property taxes in July this year 
instead of September.

Jane Hatley came from her 
home in the southern part of the 
county to find out how to appeal 
her tax revaluations. She’s been 
retired from UNC Hospitals since 
1993 and lives on a fixed income. 

“We have to do something for 
my grandchildren and their chil-
dren,” Hatley said.

The next meeting is set for 
March 16; but because of the 
large turnout on Monday night, 
organizers haven’t yet decided on 
a location.

  — rich fowler

Carr Mill Mall break-ins
 CARRBORO  — Carrboro police 
are investigating several break-ins 
that occurred in Carr Mill Mall 
late Saturday night. 

According to police, the suspect 
entered the mall through a door 
to Panzanella, then continued 
through the mall, where he broke 
into several businesses, including 
Mulberry Silks, Sofia’s, Rita’s Ital-
ian Ice and the Woodland Shop. 
Police are still determining exactly 
how much was stolen from the 
businesses, but found $310.77 in a 
bag recovered at the scene. 

The suspect is described as a 
black male, 25 to 35 years old, be-
tween five feet four inches and five 
feet seven inches tall and of medi-
um build. He was last seen wearing 

a heavy jacket and jeans traveling 
south from the mall on foot. 

Carrboro Police Captain J.G. 
Booker said the manner in which 
the crime was committed matches 
suspects the police department has 
dealt with before, but that police 
had not yet arrested anyone in 
connection with the incident. 

“You know in a downtown 
business district that businesses are 
going to be broken into at some 
point,” Booker said.

Police were notified that a suspect 
had entered the mall by an Elmo’s 
employee who spotted the suspect. 

Booker encouraged residents to 
notify police if they see any suspicious 
activity surrounding businesses.

— susan dickson
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Rail station sites named
The Rail Station Task Force on Thursday recommended a site 

in central Hillsborough as the best location for a passenger train 
station to serve Orange County. The site is owned by the Town 
of Hillsborough and is located north of Daniel Boone Village, 
bordered by Churton Street and U.S. 70-A. 

The task force, appointed last fall by the board of commissioners 
and the Hillsborough Town Board, also picked the former depot site 
at the foot of Nash Street in west Hillsborough as an alternative. 

Journey of reconciliation
One of the most important North Carolina civil rights pro-

tests prior to the sit-ins of 1960 will be commemorated in Chapel 
Hill on Saturday with the unveiling of a historic state highway 
marker at the corner of Rosemary and Columbia streets. 

The protest of 1947, called the First Freedom Ride, consisted of 
an interracial group committed to testing a Supreme Court decision 
in 1946 that ruled state Jim Crow laws on interstate buses and trains 
were unconstitutional. On their trip on April 13 from Chapel Hill to 
Greensboro, the bus driver demanded that they re-seat themselves ac-
cording to Jim Crow laws. Upon their refusal, the driver summoned 
the police and an angry mob of white cabdrivers attacked one of the 
Freedom Riders. The events precipitated an unprecedented debate on 
police conduct, Jim Crow laws and mob violence. 

Saturday’s event begins with a gathering at noon at the Har-
graves Community Center followed by a march from the center 
to the dedication site. A reception will follow at Town Hall.

 
Cardboard recycling

Corrugated cardboard must be separated from garbage for 
recycling as of March 1. Pizza boxes, however, may be thrown 
away or recycled if they are clean and empty. The towns and the 
county will begin monitoring solid-waste collection to ensure 
that residents are using either curbside cardboard recycling or 
taking cardboard to drop-off sites. For curbside recycling, card-
board boxes must be flattened and emptied and pieces must be 
no larger than three feet square. 

Muddy water training
The Haw River Assembly, Friends of Bolin Creek and the Mor-

gan Creek Valley Alliance are looking for volunteers for Orange 
County Muddy Water Watch. The project is designed to reduce the 
amount of mud from development entering waterways.  The train-
ing series for volunteers is free and open to the public and focuses on 
sediment and erosion control. Training sessions will be held at the 
N.C. Botanical Garden on Feb. 26 and March 26 from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Field training sessions will be held Feb. 28 from 9 to 11 a.m. at the 
new building construction at the botanical garden and March 28, 
time and place to be announced. 

Certified Muddy Water Watch volunteers must be members 
of the Haw River Assembly. To join, visit www.hawriver.org, For 
more information, call 542-5790 or email info@hawriver.org. 

 News Briefs

aldermen
from page 1

Giles Blunden, an architect 
who develops sustainable com-
munities, said the connector 
roads policy helps reduce the to-
tal number of miles driven, con-
tributing to the public good. 

“All those things that go with 
those miles – the carbon, the 
pollution, the traffic, the danger 
– all of those are reduced [with 
connector roads], and that is why 
the public is served by connector 
roads,” he said. 

Blunden added that the con-
nector road would provide an-
other way out for residents of the 
established neighborhood, re-
ducing traffic using the current 
entrance to the neighborhood. 

Matthew Barton, chair of 
the Carrboro Planning Board 
and a resident of Wexford, said 
he supported the connection 
from Claremont to Wexford. 

“I believe there’s a lot of 
advantages to connectivity as 
long as you don’t endanger 
safety,” he said. “These roads 
were built with sidewalks. 
They are not built just to be 
children’s play areas.” 

Residents also spoke in fa-
vor of the developer’s proposed 
bridge under Homestead Road, 
saying it was necessary to pro-
vide a safe crossing for children 
traveling from Phases IV and V 
to the recreation areas in Clare-
mont’s first three phases. 

The board voted to postpone 
a decision on the proposed devel-
opment until March 17. 

Colleton Crossing
The board also heard from 

residents regarding the Colleton 
Crossing development, which 
is proposed for 8400 and 8420 
Reynard Road. The developer, 
MBI Development, proposes a 
39-dwelling subdivision on 31.6 
acres. According to the devel-
oper, the project, if approved, is 
projected to open in 2010.

Initially, the developer pro-
posed a connector road from the 
development to Claymore Road 
in the Highlands. They later 
revised the proposal to include 
another access point via a con-
nector road between two homes 
on Huntsman Court after the 
town requested that they look 
at other access options. 

Residents have opposed both 
connector road options, citing un-
safe conditions created by increased 
traffic on roads not designed to 
handle it. Residents of Huntsman 

Court said they felt blindsided by 
the proposal to build a road be-
tween their homes, adding that the 
developer never contacted them to 
discuss the easement. 

Board members questioned 
whether the developer could 
legally use the easement to con-
nect to Huntsman Court and 
said they couldn’t make a deci-
sion on the proposal until they 
knew which connection option 
would be pursued. 

The board will revisit the 
proposal on April 28. 

Read us online: 
carrborocitizen.com/main

Columbia Street widening gets final OK
By Kirk Ross
Staff Writer

 Chapel Hill  — After decades 
of back and forth with the uni-
versity and the state Department 
of Transportation, the Chapel 
Hill Town Council gave final 
approval to a $4.4 million project 
for South Columbia Street from 
Fordham Boulevard to Manning 
Drive.

The project would reshape the 
street to include two 12-foot-wide 
travel lanes; a four-foot bicycle 
lane on the east side and five-foot 
bicycle lane on the west side; curb 
and gutter with five-foot side-
walks on both sides; better drain-
age; and improvements to inter-
sections, including turn lanes at 
several locations.

The project is being paid for 
mainly with state funds. The 
town’s share of the project is 
$25,300.

The configuration of the street 
has changed considerably since 

the 1980s, when the DOT offered 
Chapel Hill officials $4.1 million 
if they would allow a five-lane road 
that would run through town, a 
move the town turned down.

Years of negotiations resulted 
in Chancellor Michael Hooker 
finally agreeing with the town on 
a narrow design. After Hooker’s 
death, Chancellor James Moeser 
and hospital officials tried to re-
visit a wider road. Town officials 
repeatedly resisted those efforts, 
pushing for a limited widening 
with better infrastructure for pe-
destrian and bicycle use.

After several forums on the 
project in 2002, an agreement 
was struck on a new design. The 
project is scheduled to go out for 
bid on July 1, with construction 
due to start in September.

Former council member Joe 
Capowski, who lives near the 
road, said he and his neighbors 
are delighted to see the improve-
ments finally on the way. Ca-
powski, who first got involved 

in discussions on the project in 
the 1980s, said people who own 
property along the road have 
been reluctant to make invest-
ments in their properties because 
of the uncertainty.

“This provides some stabil-
ity,” he said. “It lifts a 20-year-old 
black cloud that’s been hanging 
over the neighborhood.”

Although the town’s share of 
the project is small, the project 
does come at a cost to Chapel Hill 
Transit. Changing the frequency 
of routes and rerouting buses dur-
ing construction could cost the 
transit system’s partners between 
$600,000 and $1.1 million. Con-
struction on Columbia Street will 
affect the D, J, NS, V, CCX, CPX 
and JFX routes, which make 512 
trips per day on the road, accord-
ing to transit officials.

In other action, the council 
gave the go-ahead Monday night 
to the Residences at Grove Park, 
a high-density project down-
town on a 12.9-acre site between 

Hillsborough Street and Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard. The 
project is adjacent to Northamp-
ton Terrace. The first phase of 
the plan calls for a mix of 40 
townhomes and 148 apartments 
and for a second phase with 158 
apartments.

Also at the meeting, the 
council:

• Authorized the purchase of 
two additional electric hybrid 
buses with roughly $1.1 million 
from the recently passed Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act (also known as the stimulus 
bill);

• Authorized a contract with 
Walter Holmes Electric Inc. for 
$501,675 for the design and in-
stallation of athletic lights and 
poles at Cedar Falls, Hargraves, 
Homestead and Ephesus parks;

• Rescheduled to March 9 a 
public hearing to consider or-
dinances that would allow resi-
dents to keep up to 10 female 
chickens.

Photo BY AVA BARLOW  
Local residents oppose extending Claymore Road for use as access to the planned Colleton Crossing 
Development.

Carrboro Recreation and Parks is hosting the
2nd Annual Collector’s Fair
Saturday, February 28th

9:00 am to 3:00 pm at the Carrboro Century Center.

A wide range of collectible items will be on hand 
such as coins, trading cards, comic books, dolls, 

toys, music memorabilia and much more. 

A great way to introduce children to
the magic of collecting! 

VENDOR BOOTHS are still available.

For more information or vendor inquiries, please contact 
Brendan Moore, 919-918-7392. bmoore@townofcarrboro.org 
Mailing Address: 100 N. Greensboro St., Carrboro, NC 27510

NOTICE OF A COMBINED PUBLIC HEARING
FOR PROPOSED TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS TO SR 1919 
(SMITH LEVEL ROAD) FROM SOUTH OF ROCK HAVEN ROAD TO 

BRIDGE NO. 88 OVER MORGAN CREEK IN CARRBORO
TIP Project No. U-2803                                                             Orange County

     The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) will hold a 
Pre-Hearing Open House and Combined Public Hearing on March 9, 2009 at 
Carrboro Elementary School, located at 400 Shelton Street, Carrboro, 27510.
     NCDOT representatives will be available at a pre-hearing open house in 
the auditorium lobby between the hours of 4:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. to answer 
questions and receive comments relative to the location and design of the 
proposed project.  Interested citizens may attend at any time during the above 
mentioned hours. Handouts and comment sheets will be distributed. The 
formal public hearing will begin at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium. The hearing 
will be open to those present for statements, questions and comments. The 
presentation and comments will be recorded and a written transcript will be 
prepared.
     NCDOT proposes transportation improvements to SR 1919 (Smith Level 
Road) which include: widening Smith Level Road to three lanes (between 
Rock Haven Road and Culbreth Road), transition between three to four lanes 
(between Culbreth Road and BPW Club Road), and widen to a four-lane, 
median divided roadway between BPW Club Road and Morgan Creek. A 
roundabout intersection is proposed at the intersection of Smith Level Road 
and Rock Haven Road. Sidewalks and bicycle accommodations are proposed 
throughout the project. 
     A map displaying the location and design of the project and a copy of the 
environmental document – State Environmental Assessment / Finding of No 
Significant Impact - are available for public review at the Town of Carrboro, 301 
W. Main Street, Carrboro, 27510.  The map is also available online at: 
www.ncdot.org/doh/preconstruct/highway/roadway/hearingmaps_by_county.
     Anyone desiring additional information may contact Ed Lewis, Human 
Environment Unit, at 1598 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1598, by 
phone (919) 431-6585, by fax (919) 431-2001 or by email at 
elewis@ncdot.gov.
     NCDOT will provide auxiliary aids and services under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act for disabled persons who wish to participate in this hearing. 
Anyone requiring special services should contact Mr. Lewis as early as 
possible so that arrangements can be made.

garden design &
landscape contracting

919.444.1958
www.birdsongdesign.com

Pete Lucey   NC Contractor #1647

Hire  us  to  install  a  
dual  flush  johnny  

# 1 = . 9  gallons
# 2 = 1.6  gallons

save water, save $$$

Peck andArtisans/       Running    Water Plumbing
licenced  plumbers
install  green  solutions  
933 8485
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 super crossworD   i ll  h u mo r CitizenCryptoquote By Martin Brody
For example, YAPHCYAPLM is WORDSWORTH.  One letter stands for another.  In 
this sample, A is used for the two O’s, Y for the two W’s, etc..  Apostrophes, 
punctuation, the length and formation of the words are all hints.

“Relatives”

Y F T  S W C P  Y F X Y  N R C U Z 

D W O E  Y E O T  M X Q R N D  R Z  C W Y 

W C T  W M  S N W W P ,  S O Y  W M 

E T Z G T K Y  X C P  V W D  R C  T X K F 

W Y F T E ’ Z  N R M T .   E X E T N D  P W 

Q T Q S T E Z  W M  W C T  M X Q R N D 

J E W B  O G  O C P T E  Y F T  Z X Q T 

E W W M .  -  “ R N N O Z R W C Z ”
Find the answer in the puzzle answer section.

pets of the week

Paws4Ever — Hello, Bob!  A sweet 2.5-yr-old tricolor beagle. Bob 
is a breath of fresh air if you’re wanting a dog that does not need tons 
of exercise and entertainment to keep him happy. Bob’s favorite activity 
besides sniffing around like beagles do? Cuddling with you! It takes mere 
moments of belly rubs to lull this cute little guy into a deep sleep. Bob 
is also a social butterfly, enjoying dogs company and being playful when 
around them. He is comedy and cute in one little tricolor package!  Come 
see him at Paws4Ever, 6311 Nicks Road, Mebane, or call 304-2300. You can 
also go online at paws4ever.org

ORANGE COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES — Meet Samara!  
This super cute lab mix is around 6 months old and still isn’t quite sure of 
herself. She’s a shy baby who has come around a lot at the shelter, but still 
needs a calm and gentle home to build her confidence!  In return, you’ll 
have a loyal companion for life! Visit Orange County’s Animal Shelter, 
1081 MLK Jr. Blvd, Chapel Hill or call 967-7383. You can also see her 
online at www.co.orange.nc.us/animalservices/adoption.asp

Cliff’s Meat Market
sizzlin’ savings

corona extra, negra modelo, pacifico, budweiser!

All NAturAl 
Ground Chuck 

$2.99/lb

Cut to order 
Fresh Chicken 

$1.29/lb

Cut to order 
Angus rib eye 

$6.99/lb

NY Strip 
Black Angus

$6.99/lb

MAde dAilY

Fresh Country 
Sausage
$1.99/lb

100 West Main st., Carrboro
919-942-2196 Mon-sat 9am-6pm

Debit
& EBT

Prices good thru 3/5/09

FreSh dAilY
Boneless, skinless 

Chicken Breasts 
$2.69/lb

Whole or SliCed 
Hog Jowls

$2.99/lb

Cackalacky 
Sauce 

$3.99/bottle

Cut to order 
Pork Chops 

CeNter Cut 
$2.99/lb

•	UPS & Freight Shipping
•	Custom Packaging
•	Mailbox & Postal Services
•	Color & BW Printing
•	eBay Power Seller
•	Moving Supplies
•	Passport Photos
•	Notary Services
•	Business Cards

Carrboro Plaza Shopping Center
MoN-FRI 8-6:30 • SAT 10-5

919-918-7161
©2003 United Parcel Service, Inc.

Wednesday

Copy Special!
Color: 35¢
BW: 5¢

Email it:

store3651@theupsstore.com

We’ll print it out!

Save Energy - Save $
Increase Comfort
Green your Home

Mark Marcoplos
Marcoplos Construction

968-0056
Marcoplos@bellsouth.net

www:MarcoplosConstruction.com

$125-175 approximate cost.
A common sense assessment of energy
saving opportunities by an experienced

energy-efficiency expert.

HOME ENERGY AUDIT

GUARANTEED TO SAVE MONEY

Pat Neagle
Broker, CSP, SRES, REALTOR®

1526 E. Franklin St., Suite 101
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
(919) 869-8346

Your source for Carrboro, Chapel 
Hill and Triangle area homes

Thinking of buying or selling? 
Let’s talk!!

visit my website:
www.patneagle.com

919-368-4068

Quality, detailed cleaning with 
your preferences in mind.

Trustworthy, reliable, own 
equipment, great rates.

Long-term original clients
since 1992

Service above and
beyond “the basics”

Clean house + happiness 
guaranteed!

School Briefs
BRMA workshop

The Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
City Schools Blue Ribbon Men-
tor Advocate will hold a work-
shop, “Education as a Family 
Goal,” on Monday from 6 to 8 
p.m. in the cafeteria at Smith 
Middle School. 

The workshop will cover such 
topics as how to help children 
with school assignments, how to 
set goals for the future and how to 
help children apply for college and 
financial aid, and will be given in 
both Spanish and English. 

Child care will be provided.

CHS winter sports 
awards

The Carrboro High School 
Winter Sports Ceremony will be 
held on Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Carrboro High gym. 

Each winter team will be recog-
nized and team awards and senior 
gifts will be presented. 

CHHS sports awards
The Chapel Hill High School 

Winter Sports Awards Ceremo-
ny will be held March 18 at 7 
p.m. in the Hanes Auditorium 
at Chapel Hill High. 

To submit pictures for the sports 

awards slide show or for more in-
formation, contact Hue Marlatt at 
hmarlattdg@gmail.com

Japanese writing contest
Three Carrboro High School 

students won awards in the North 
Carolina Japanese High School 
Essay Contest. 

Ryan Chavis won first place 
in Level II, Alexander Taylor won 
third place in Level I and Issac Bry-
ant won third place in Level II. 

The contest allows students 
to submit essays in Japanese in 
any of four different levels of 
language use. 

Celebration of Earth 
and Sky

Volunteers are needed for the 
Celebration of Earth and Sky, 
which will be held April 19 from 1 
to 5 p.m. at the Carrboro Century 
Center. 

To volunteer or for more in-
formation, contact Chapel Hill 
High School earth and envi-
ronmental science teacher Ron 
Greenburg at rgreenburg@chccs.
k12.nc.us or 929-2106, ext. 1119. 
Knott receives award

Stephanie Knott, assistant su-
perintendent for community re-

lations for Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
City Schools, has been named 
the Campaign Leader of the Year 
for Orange County by Triangle 
United Way for the second year 
in a row. 

The honor recognizes the 
strong support shown by the 
school district to the United 
Way. The award will be presented 
on March 19 at the Chairman’s 
Award Reception in Cary. 

CHHS band students 
honored

Seven Chapel Hill High School 
band students were named to the 
All-District Band and four others 
were named to the All-Central Re-
gion Jazz Band.

Students named to the All-
District Band were: Sara Aratake, 
sixth-chair clarinet, 9-10 wind en-
semble; Nick Powers, 16th-chair 
clarinet, 9-12 symphonic band; 
Yiying Li, 19th-chair clarinet, 9-12 
symphonic band; Rebecca Clem-
ens, seventh-chair trombone, 9-12 
symphonic band; Audrey Baron, 
sixth-chair trumpet, 11-12 wind 
ensemble; Eric Lang, second-chair 
tuba, 11-12 wind ensemble; and 
Robert Susick, third-chair snare, 
11-12 wind ensemble.

Students named to the All-
Central Region Jazz Band students 
were: Alex Smith, second-chair 
alto saxophone, B Band; Langs-
ton Harris, first-chair trumpet, B 
Band; Rebecca Clemens, third-
chair trombone, B Band; and Pat-
rick Dear, guitar, A Band.

ArtsCenter teacher 
workshops

The ArtsCenter will host free 
classroom teacher workshops 
March 24 and April 21 from 3:30 
to 5 p.m. 

The March workshop, “Writ-
ing and Reading with Rhythm,” 
will focus on moving literacy 
goals into the realms of sound and 
rhythm. The April workshop, “In-
tegrating the Arts into Math,” will 
focus on games, chants, music and 
rhythm as avenues for exploring 
mathematical concepts. 

To register, email your name, 
school, grade level, phone number, 
email address and workshop you 
will attend to artsineducation@
artscenterlive.org at least one week 
prior to the start of the workshop. 
For more information, contact 
Tracy Thomas at 929-2787, ext. 
400. 

Recipe of the Week
Braised Baby Bok Choy 
with Celery and Ginger  
from Kelly Clark, Market 
Staff and Volunteer

Ingredients
8 clusters baby bok choy,* 

thoroughly washed and leaving 
the cluster intact** 

1 Tablespoon olive oil
1 1/2 Tablespoon fresh ginger, 

peeled and shaved with a veg-
etable peeler

1/2 cup celery, very thinly 
sliced on the diagonal

1/2 cup onion,* thinly sliced
2 cups vegetable stock
1 Tablespoon soy sauce

Procedure
In a pan large enough to hold 

the bok choy in one layer, heat 
the olive oil over medium.  Add 
the celery and onion and cook 
for several minutes.  Add the 
ginger and cook until the ginger 
becomes fragrant.  Add the veg-
etable stock, bring to a boil, then 
simmer for 5 minutes.  Add the 
baby bok choy clusters in a single 
layer.  Simmer over medium low 
heat for 5 minutes, then turn the 
clusters over.  Simmer for an-
other 5 minutes, then turn again.  
Simmer for another 5 minutes, 
turn and sprinkle soy sauce over 
the bok choy.  Serve hot. *Ingre-
dients Available at Market

What’s at Market?
Check out the Year-Round Farmers’ Market: 

Tulips, daffodils, irises, lettuce, hydroponic basil, chard, spring 
onions, pac choy, flour, onions, garlic, arugula, beets, broccoli, brus-
sels sprouts, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, collards, fresh herbs, kale, 
leeks, mustard greens, salad greens, spinach, sweet potatoes, turnips, 
turnip greens, winter squashes, pecans, herb and vegetable starters, 
NEW chicken-sausage, maple sausage, smoked ham, smoked ham 
hocks, liverwurst, lamb, bacon, chicken, eggs, cow’s milk cheeses, 
breads, doughnuts, tortes, pies, cakes, jams, and relishes
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 Culbreth 
6th Grade - A
Samuel Abernathy, Kenza Araba, Maysa 
Araba, Joo Young Bae Maeve Bell, Madison 
Bennett, Aidan Blake, Benjamin Bourret 
Imogene Brannum, Madeline Brobst, 
Mayah Burgess, Hannah Camp Sarah Cline, 
Amelia Covington, Marissa Creatore, 
Emma Daum Jack Devonport, Chathan 
Driehuys, Joshua DuBois, Kali Faatz Idan 
Falek, Ethan Foy, Anthony Fraden, Pearson 
Gallagher, Emma Giusto, Darius Glover, 
Trygve Godtliebsen, Boldizsar Gyongyosi, 
Catherine Haley, Katherine Hand, Claire 
Hanlon, Christopher Hemmer, Colin 
Henning, Katherine Heuser Eleanor 
Holroyd, Michele Houston, Roy Huang, 
Neal James, Reshma Jayaram, Joseph 
Jewett, Isabel Kessler, Anna Knotek, 
Elizabeth Kupec, Noah Lambert, Kyoung 
Joon Lee, Maya Marin, Elspeth McWilliam-
Grench, Logan Melville, Aleksander 
Mieczkowski Benjamin Millar, Alejandro 
Mojica, Helen Morken, Lyn Nelson Santul 
Nerkar, Yuming Niou, Carlos Orellana, 
Chloe Ouellet-Pizer Seo Hee Park, Elena 
Peterman, Hanna Peterman, Grace Reagan 
Peter Rhodes, Katherine Richardson, 
Marcus Rovner, Morgan Ryan Robert 
Seligson, Hans Singh, Isabel Sistachs, Anna 
Smith Krystal Smith, Lily Smith, Molly 
Smith, Kara Stonecypher Daniel Stratton, 
Taliana Tudryn, Hayden Whayne, Matthew 
White Amy Williams, Claire Wilson, 
Sophia Winkler, Morgan Wolfe Kristin 
Wyatt, Arthur Yeames III, Tarek Zikry

6th Grade - AB
Byeonguk Ahn, Carolanne Anderson, 
Grace Atkins, Henry Beachum William 
Bekolo, Katherine Benavides, Estefania 
Bernal, Samuel Blobe, Leah Block, Elston 
Brown, James Carpenter, Richard Cato 
Benjamin Christians, Ethan Cole, Anna 
Coleman, Khalil Collins Aminata Conteh, 
Sydney Cooper, Lauren Copeland, 
Alexandra Copenhaver, Callum Cordell, 
Keegan Cordell, Raymond Damron 
Benjamin Darrow, Haley Davis, John Davis, 
Andre De Oliveira Thomas Devetski, 
Tamia Eatmon, Ameera Edwards, Katlyn 
Edwards Kinsey Fisher, Sophia Fisher, 
Samantha Flaugher, William Fritsch Nicole 
Gabriel, Janell Gibbs, Paige Gondek, Stuart 
Griffin Garrett Hattman, Taylor Headen, 
Emily Henley, Aaron Hill Jacqueline Hine, 
John Hudson, Victoria Iglesias, Molly 
Jordan Kevin Joyce, Benjamin Kemper, 
Jun Soo Kim, Justin Laatz, Monica Lang, 
Timothy Leow, Vincent Li, Andrew Liu, 
Thomas Lloyd Angelina Lu, Charles Lynn, 
Chagal Marciano, Morgane Marshall 
Teresa McKeeman, Ruth Metz, Harris 
Middlesworth, Cristopher Mitchell, 
Scott Mooney, Colin Mraz, Linh Nguyen, 
Stephen Nuttall James Olshan, Aaron 
Person, Anthony Peterson, Zachary 
Pritchard Matthew Pruitt, Young Jin 
Pyo, Jamie Rehlaender, Quinn Rhodes 
Lucia Romano, Joshua Rubenstein, Jacob 
Schanfarber, Thomas Scott Henry Selkirk, 
Ari Smith, Kelsey Smith, Zoe Smith, Maya 
Sokoletsky, Kathryn Spang, Susannah 
Stewart, James Tignor, Abel Torija 
Romero, Olivia Turschak, Jamil Walker, 
Andrew Walton Hsar Wei, Dennison 
Whittaker, Jisoo Yu

7th Grade - A
Ling Awi, Noah Balamucki, Jeffrey Balog, 
Bryanna Baumann Catherine Jane 
Bentulan, Pranshu Bhardwaj, Victoria 
Brancazio Oscar Brennwald, Murat 
Calikoglu, Michelle Chang, Eva Church 
Thomas Clark, Andrew Cook, Eleanor 
Costley, Jason Cox, Varun Dalmia, Chloe 
Deshusses, Lauren Douglass, Katherine 
Dunleavy Emily Enyedi, Rachel Falek, 
Robert Gerber, Yasmina Gilmanova 
Lauren Gustainis, Gabrielle Hafez, Emi 
Harada, Zachery Hong Caroline Houser, 
Emma Houser, Helen Hubacher, Maura 
Jones Christopher Joseph, James Jushchuk, 
Alexandra Kelly, Pil-Ho Lee Matthew 
Linford, Michaela Lupton, Rebecca Macklin, 
Kirstin Macleod, Ana Melone, Briana 
Merrigan, Anna Merritt, Vendela Norman, 
Loreanne Oh, Katherine Orton, Benjamin 
Padden, Camila Portocarrero Morales, 
Nathaniel Pritchard, Ramkumar Rao 
Elizabeth Riitters, Aron Rimanyi, Maria 
Romero-Moreno, Matthew Ruston, Mary 
Scanga, Ben Sistachs, Madeline Smith, Max 
Smith Clara Superfine, Mya Thin, Cooper 
Tinsley, Olivia Trogdon Nyo Nyo Tway, 
Cole Vandermast, Amelia Verkerk, Calvin 
Wagner Oliver Wang, Tanner Watson, 
Kaitlyn Wilson, Kendall Wood

7th Grade - AB
Matthew Aklilu, Alican Arcasoy, Stephanie 
Bailey, Michael Balog Jesse Blackwood, 
Olivia Blanco, Astrid Blurr, Grant Braam 
Alice Brower, Abigail Brown, George 
Carpenter, Yesenia Castro Kaelen Cox, 
Michael Crespo, Margaret Daum, Riley 
Dellea, Emma DeMagistris, Sharon 
Dominguez, William Dozier, Paden 
Earnhardt Dylan Farrow, Hattie Ferguson, 
Madison Fishler, Christian Fowler Rachel 
Frye, Jonathan Gaspar, Michaela Gleason, 
Savannah Hall, Mackinzie Hayes, Samuel 
Hedges, Carl Hintz Henry Hobbs, 
Jay Irwin, Cole Jenson, Emery Jenson, 
Alexandra Kandah, Seohyun Kim, 
Christine Kolk, Emily Kupec, Margaret 
Larson, Sydney Levine, Sabrina Longley, 
Natasha Lopez, Aidan Marshall, Savanna 
McCall, Emily McDaniels, Carson McKay, 
Jonah Mendys, Hannah Midyette, John 
Nanney, Alec Nelson, Kirsten Nyman 
Conor O’Kane, Cara Paolicelli, Darrell 
Parker Jr, Carl Paschall II, Melissa Poole, 
Delanie Postma, Makenzie Postma 
Haley Riggs, Helen Rogalski, Elizabeth 
Rogers, Johanna Salazar Marie Samek, 
Nikhil Shivdasani, Jurate Sorensen, James 
Stonecypher, Francesca Strongoli, Tristan 
Tamers, Brian Tanner Meaghan Threadgill, 
Ethan Trimmer, Maria Velez, William 
Verkerk Adelaide Weiden, Katerina 
Wilhelm, Jerome Winchester Jr, Tia 
Withers, Wiley Wolin, Elena Zumstein 

8th Grade - A
Alexander Baker, Michael Cato Jr, 
Jonathan Dolan, Catherine Edmiston, 
Leehee Falek, Catherine Foy, Jessica 
Graham, Sara Joyce, Sung-Hoon Kim, 
Laura Ladomerszky, Destiny Lambert, 
Chi Le Dong Yeop Lee, Kristen Lee, 
Ching-Hsuan Lin, Julia Marks Katherine 
Marshall, Colleen McCarthy, William 
McEntee, Grace Morken, Samuel 
Norman, Daniel Nuttall, Claire Peterman, 
Alexa Phillips, Heather Porter, Elise 

Ranosa, Atticus Reynolds, John Schneid, 
Katherine Schneid, Ariel Smith, Sharon 
Sparling Victor Sullivan, Lily Tidwell, Julia 
Travers, Emily Turschak, Sydney Walker

8th Grade - AB
William Adams, Ei Aung, Khin Aye, 
Victor Barreto, Daniel Blake Griffin 
Blanford, Adrian Bowers, Carlen Burch, 
Rachel Burch Steven Burger, Alexander 
Callaham, Sergei Callaham, Miguel 
Castillo, Carolee Clark, Adrian Cole, 
Celene Collazo, Caroline Colman, 
Matthew Creatore, Jordan Davis, Holly 
Dew, Michaela Dodd Camilla Dohlman, 
Lillian Downing, Brenna Doyle, Shayna 
Dubois Melaina Dyck, Harper Ellison, 
Sahar Elloumi, Sarah Flowers Gustav 
Godtliebsen, Donya Grissett, Catherine 
Hemmer, Darian Herrera, Julia Houser, 
Max Hudnell, Bajha Huggins, Miriam 
Hughes Pegah Khosravi-Kamrani, 
Matthew Kinert, Hser Ku, Nile Latowsky 
Hyeon Gyu Lee, Seungcheol Lee, Hannah 
Lewis-Marlow, Samuel Long Haley Malek, 
Ferguson Menz, Claire Miller, Taylor 
Norris Mikela Nylander-French, Cory 
Oskardmay, Baso Gay Paw, Eh Paw Nalini 
Peres-Da-Silva, William Phipps, Ashley 
Prinzhorn, Thomas Reardon, Roey Ringel, 
Laura Rojas, Kimberly Rubish, Marc 
Schwartz, Rebecca Senior, Noam Shemer, 
Sarah Sloan, Thomas Stanley, Samuel 
Strosnider, John Taylor, Thar Thwai, 
Matthew Trimmer, Kholiswa Tsotetsi, 
Valeriya Tsygankova, Kiera Turner Aliyah 
Turrentine, Aidan Understein, Rachel 
Vann, Thomas Voelkel Aliyah Walker, 
Margaret Walton, Lay Lai Wei, Emilia 
Wills, Emma Wilson, Raymond Zhang

 Smith 
6th Grade - A
Connor Albrecht, Emily Alexander, 
Hannah Barlow, Bennet Caraher 
Alexander Chang, Jeffrey Chen, Sakiko 
Chubachi, Cameron Daddis Everett 
Dang, Rashid Davis, Juliana Dunn, 
Anabelle Durham Peter Evans-Digre, 
Jessica Feng, Heather Fowler, Sidney Fox 
Elisa Frazier, Grace Gollmar, Aditi Goyal, 
Kevin Graves, Maysa Guthrie, Ariella 
Hirsch, Ekaterina Khlystova, Parker Larson 
Phuong Le, Hyung Jun Lee, Addy Liu, 
Caroline Liu, Claire Mackman Morgan 
Mann, Sarah McMahon, Lily Newton, 
Vatsal Parikh, Arth Patel, Maiya Peterson, 
Rohan Reddy, Jackson Rich, Callan Riek 
Leah Scroggs, Shoshana Segal-Miller, 
Kristin Shannon, Antoine Sieredzki, 
Lauren Su, Melissa Turner, Katherine 
Wang, Henry Wilkinson, Zhirou Xin, 
Margaret Yang, Chelsea Yu, Naeim Zarei 
Esfand abadi

6th Grade - AB
Shanice Alston, Shelby Boast, Nathaniel 
Bolon, Matthew Carpenter Lydia 
Chitwood, Juliann Cho, Won Keun 
Choi, Evelyn Conrad, Leon Copeland, 
Paige Covington, James Crisp IV, Mark 
DeVito, Ondrej Drobny, Susie Elangbam, 
Henry Farmer, Melissa Galvan, Abel 
Gamboa, Buotian Gao, Sandeep Gill, 
Sunjeev Gururangan, Alex Haggis, Caitlin 
Hanks, Haley Hansen, Noah Hartzell-
Jordan Emery Harwell, Margaret Hassel, 

Daniel Henao, Bradley Hoffmann Nina 
Hoffmeyer, Sebastian Holcomb, Vincent 
Horng, Ye Htet Jonathan Jang, Jonathon 
Jansen, Leigha Johnston, Jacob Kagan 
Na’im Kalantar, Hugh Kelley, Keith Kelley, 
Min Seok Kim Taeyoung Kim, Whi Jin Ko, 
Maeve Lavelle, Isabella LeBeau Daniel 
Lee, William Lee, Jennifer Liu, Elijah Long, 
Lianna Malawski, Sophie Manik, Brian 
Maulucci, Justin Mayo, Mackenzie Melton, 
Ayaka Okamura, Vendi Pavic, Moo Kho 
Paw, Daniel Pearce Aaron Persons, Cole 
Peterson, Sophia Pudik, Chiara Racioppi 
Martina Racioppi, McKenzie Ramsey, 
Donovan Recny, Brody Rich-Voorhees, 
Tyler Roush, Mouhamadou Seck, 
William Sharpless Hannah Smith, Blaire 
Sobolewski, Changhyeon Son, Allison 
Spindler, Emma Stoumen, Audrey Stowe, 
Emilee Taxman, Logan Tisch Nicholas 
Tocci, Arturo Tornero-Vila, Austin 
Turner, Jessica Wall Matthew Walters, 
Kevin Wang, Jessica Weiner, Nathaniel 
Wells Andrew Whang, David Wilke, 
Ashleigh Wilkinson, Jeffrey Williams Peter 
Williams, Bryan Zhang

7th Grade - A
Natasha Anbalagan, Andrew Antony, 
Ernest Appiah, Catherine Bahner, Lior 
Bar-Yosef, Jack Bell, Ashwin Bhargava, 
Natalie Bulik-Sullivan, Robert Byerly, 
Joseph Carlstein, Christofer Chang, 
Yuqing Chen, Rania Choukaili, Cruz 
Collazo, Mitchell Dougall, Evan Fantozzi, 
Lyndsey Fisher, Andrew Foster, Erika 
Franco-Quiroz, Sarah Gamcsik, Emily 
Goldstein, Rachael Guan Karl Hill IV, 
Pranay Imandi, Carey Kauffman, Qing 
Ke, Raveena Kshatriya, Anna Linker, 
Helen Lo, Brian Mack, Kevin Mateer 
Georgia McCoy, Katherine Mimmack, 
Faith Moavenzadeh, Nina Muller Jessica 
Nolting, Izumi Osawa, Erin Peck, Jessica 
Pei, Linda Pereira, Stephanie Peres-da-
Silva, Samuel Pruden, Gabrielle Pura 
Benjamin Sawin, Alyson Schwartz, Stefan 
Steiner, Yujia Sun Emma Van Beveren, 
Shyam Vasudevan, Leigha Vilen, Katherine 
Zeng Christopher Zhen, Paul Zuo

7th Grade - AB
Maria Ariza-Rodriguez, Samuel Arneson, 
Zunzun Aung, Colin Bergey Timothy 
Bogan, Elias Broverman-Wray, Luthfi 
Bustillos, Shelby Casabura, Courtney Cho, 
Lucas Christy, William Collins, Markell 
Corwin, Samuel Crummett, Kendall 
Cunningham, Elora Dash Rai-Jhan Davis, 
Kyane Epps, Devon Gattis, Eli Grobin, 
Madison Gunning, Avishai Halev, Jack 
Hankins, Justus Heizer, Joshua Hennen, 
Jeremy Howell, Oliver Hudgins, Kyoung 
Im, Samah Khan Brian Lee, Elliot Lee, 
Diego Lewis, Anna Li, Kiara Luna, Ginna 
Manzanares, Mak’Da McCornick, Treasa 
McDonald, Kevin Merritt Oriana Messer, 
Nathaniel Montano, Cruz Nunez, Owen 
O’Hare, Juno Park, Daniel Parks, Aylee 
Peck Whitesides, Kayley Peters Charles 
Rabinowitz, Andrea Ramirez-Rubio, 
Andres Salazar Rachel Samuelson, Jackson 
Scroggs, Doh Htoo Sein, Christina Shaban, 
Nikhil Shankar, Madeleine Shaw, Noah 
Shofer, Arvind Sivashanmugam, Amanda 
Sjoelin, Aaron Smith, Connor Smith 
Eleanor Smith, Jamella Smith, Benjamin 
Smoots, Caroline Stanton Graham 

Stopa, Kirstin Szogas, Devin Toth, Anna 
Tsui, Shane Turner, Tyne Tyson, Aaron 
Vrba, Charles Wang, Claire Weintraub 
Allison Whitley, Samuel Williams, Julian 
Wilson, Nolan Winters Michelle Xia, Keita 
Yokoyama, Anna Zhang

8th Grade - ANorman Archer, 
Salomon Ariza, Delaney Beals, Erin Binnie 
Katherine Boyd, Philip Bozarth, Haley 
Bumgardner, Zoe Caira Nicole Chang, 
Joy Chen, Willa Chen, Zitianyuan Chen, 
Julia Chianese, Matthew Christy, Andrew 
Cohen, Danielle Cohen, Carly Collette, 
David Collman, Shirley Duquene, 
Margaret Evans Samuela Fernandes, Isaiah 
Fischer-Brown, Molly Frank, Ariadne 
Frisby, Michael David Frost, Eleanor 
Funkhouser, Arun Ganesh Jessica Gao, 
Wesley Guo, Ye Htut, Zhen Hu, Riley 
Hutchison Zachary Jansen, Bria Johnson, 
Jin Young Kang, Timofey Karginov Lauren 
Katz, Galen Kirkpatrick, Zoe Kofodimos, 
Kevin Lavelle Elijah Lee, Isabelle Lee, Su 
Hoon Lee, Sarah Linden, Jennifer Lyu, 
Hunter Mackman, Julie Mao, Michelle 
Mao, Sarah McAdams Kevin Mercer, 
Haruka Nakamura, Brittany Newby, Brian 
O’Donnell Conner Parkinson, Vivien 
Phan, Arjun Raghavan, Bradley Randall 
Samuel Roach, Frank Roscigno, Shane 
Sater, Charles Sellers Param Sidhu, Audra 
Slosek, Julia Snyder, Brooke Sobolewski 
Brian Stanton, Caleb Stern, Quentin 
Taylor, Tessa Ter Horst Tyler Tran, Laura 
Voyce, Lucas Voyvodic-Casabo, Xingchen 
Wang Elle Weeks, Alexander Werden, 
Caroline Werk, Katherine Whang Emma 
Williams, Jackson Wright, Maria Yao, 
Alexander Youngman

8th Grade - AB
Alexandria Allison-Johnson, Ashley 
Amodei, Jane Barnett-Lawrence Gayane 
Baziyants, Santiago Betancur, Heather 
Binnie, Megan Blunden, Arianna Brown, 
Alexander Burton, Raymond Caraher 
Ethan Chu, Griffin Clymore-Greene, 
Sequoia Crider, David Daaka Alanna Dai, 
Matthew Dominguez, Kenan Dudley, Alex 
Duncan Janine Eduljee, Samuel Freedberg, 
Zijing Gao, Tanner Gardner Andrew 
Grant, Scott Graves, Thomas Greer, 
Evan Grosskurth, Naya Guthrie, Adam 
Hamilton, Basirul Haque, Daniel Helfrich, 
Kevin Hernandez, Mercedes Hoffmeyer, 
Amelia Howerton, Chuanjie Huang 
Katarina Hudnall, Samantha Johnson, Erik 
Johnston, Kahdohmoo Juelah, Zoe Kagan, 
Sarah Kalkowski, Alexandra Kelly, Ar Bas 
Khan Won Jin Ko, Nathan Lee, Paul Lee, 
Shiyi Li, Chloe Lucente Oskar Marszalek, 
Cody Martin, Hunter Martin, Joshua Mayo 
Jocelyn Mazzola, Alexander McWilliam, 
Andrew Medlin, McKenzie Messer, 
Lauren Miller, Emi Mizobuchi, Abigail 
Myers-Perry Hayley Nestor, Margaret 
Palmer, Soren Rademacher, Maggie 
Respass Mikko Rich-Voorhees, Alejandro 
Rivera, William Rosenberg, Jeimy Salazar 
Martinez, Thea Lah Say, Eh Moo Dah 
Sein, Steven Shannon Kendall Simms, 
Juan Solorzano-Ariza, Alexa Vasquez, 
Erandi Villa Nicholas Williams, Charles 
Woldorff, Ronald Woloszczuk, Xiaobo 
Wu, Lingyun Yang, Carl Yin, Alexa Young, 
Alex Youngman, Garrett Young-Wright, 
Charles Zhao

HONOR ROLLS
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ThreeTreasures Acupuncture

Acupuncture, Herbs & NutritionAcupuncture, Herbs & Nutrition
Natural and Safe Health Care

919 . 259 . 9320919 . 259 . 9320
www.threetreasuresacupuncture.comwww.threetreasuresacupuncture.com

304 W. Weaver St304 W. Weaver St

Fish  day!
Now is the time For PoNd stockiNg!
Channel Catfish • Largemouth Bass • Redear • Bluegill (Bream) 

Minnows • Black Crappie (if available)
Delivery: Tuesday, March 10: 11:45 –12:45 pm

at Southern StateS Co-op in Carrboro, nC

To order call 1-800-247-2615  •  www.farleysf ishfarm.com
Farleys Arkansas Pondstockers, Inc.

True CrafTsmen
A Full-service Exterior business

Decks Restored
Washed, Sanded, Sealed

Houses
Power Washed, Gutters Cleaned

True Craftsmen
Installation, All Types Siding

Roofing, Windows, Decks
Repair Work As Well

Planting & Flower Beds
Installed & Maintained

Contact John Barrett
919-619-8315/919-420-5013

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

P045151  4/04

Matt Phillips, Agent
73 South Elliott Road
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Bus: 919-929-9552
matt.phillips.qug2@statefarm.commatt.phillips.qug2@statefarm.com

The Framers Corner, Inc
Distinctive, museum quality picture frame design

M-F 10am - 6pm Sat 10am-2pm

theframerscorner.com
108 W Main St  Carrboro

Est. 1981
Full Service 
Frame Shop

Elementary
Friday —Teacher workday. 
No School.

Monday —Cheeseburger 
on a Bun; Fishwich; Seasoned 
Potato Wedges; Peas & Car-
rots; Lettuce & Tomato Salad; 
Chilled Peaches

Tuesday —Cheese Ravioli 
w/Garlic Bread; Chicken Tacos 
w/Salsa, Cheese, Lettuce & 
Tomato; Fun on the Run; 
Seasoned Pinto Beans; Mexicali 
Corn; Fresh Orange Wedges

Wednesday — Chicken 
Patty Sandwich; Beef & 
Macaroni w/Wheat Roll; Green 
Beans; Steamed Carrots; 
Chilled Fruit Cocktail

Thursday — Baked 
Chicken w/Wheat Roll; Ham 
& Cheese Melt; Fun on the 
Run; Mashed Potatoes; Turnip 
Greens; Mandarin Oranges

middle + high
Friday —Teacher workday. 
No School.

Monday —Chicken Nug-
gets w/BBQ Sauce & Wheat 
Roll; Beef Tacos w/Salsa, 
Cheese, Lettuce & Tomato; 
Spanish Rice; Sweet Yellow 
Corn; Fresh Apple

Tuesday — Pork Egg Roll 
w/Wheat Roll; Mozzarella 
Cheese Sticks w/Marinara Dip-
ping Sauce; Brown Rice Pilaf; 
Asian Style Vegetables; Chilled 
Apricots

Wednesday — Steak 
and Cheese Sandwich; Chicken 
Salad w/Crackers; Lettuce & 
Tomato Salad; Carrot & Celery 
Sticks w/FF Ranch Dressing; 
Steamed Broccoli; Fresh Banana

Thursday — Ham 
& Cheese Sub; Chicken 
Tetrazzini w/Wheat Roll ; 
Lettuce & Tomato Salad; 
Sweet Potatoes and Apples; 
Seasoned Lima Beans; Chilled 
Pearschilled pears

Chapel Hill - 
Carrboro 

School Lunch 
Menus

february 27
— March 5
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The forgotten education perspective
By Chris Fitzsimon

The legislative budget process 
begins in public this week as appro-
priations subcommittees kick off 
their daily meetings to look for sav-
ings to balance next year’s budget. 
The conversation begins just days 
after news that Gov. Beverly Perdue 
now expects a $3.6 billion shortfall 
next year, a deficit that experts with 
the N.C. Budget and Tax Center 
believe could exceed $4 billion.

Perdue says cuts currently under 
consideration leave the budget $500 
million short next year even after 
accounting for the money provided 
by the federal stimulus pack-
age. And the cuts are substan-
tial: according to the Associ-
ated Press, 10 percent in most 
state agencies, 7.5 percent in 
human services and higher 
education and 4.5 percent in 
public schools.

Those cuts are bad enough. 
Many will result in a loss of 
services for some of the most 
vulnerable people in the state. 
Reducing budgets by another 
$500 million would rip wider holes 
in the state’s already tattered safety 
net and could reverse progress that’s 
been made in many areas, includ-
ing education.

Public schools in North Carolina 
are most often brought up in policy 
circles to lament how they are fail-
ing, and there is plenty to complain 
about. Three out of 10 ninth graders 
leave high school without a diploma; 
academic achievement varies widely 
among schools and school districts, 
and generally correlates to poverty; 
and the standardized testing pro-
gram is confusing at best.

The problems are ready ammu-
nition for the market fundamental-
ists in their efforts to privatize pub-
lic education and they are sources 
of understandable frustration to 
public school supporters, who often 
remain on the defensive, reluctant 

to demand the investments that 
the schools need and the students 
deserve.

The conservative mantra is 
that we shouldn’t keep throwing 
money at schools that are failing 
our children and instead need radi-
cal reform, including tax credits or 
vouchers for private schools. Politi-
cians who support public education 
often agree with the analysis of the 
problem without also acknowledg-
ing the improvements the schools 
have made, making greater invest-
ments far more difficult.

Acknowledging those improve-
ments is especially important this 
year as legislative leaders decide how 
much to reduce spending on educa-
tion, which makes up more than 
half of the state’s annual operating 
budget, with public schools ac-
counting for 37 percent of the total. 
It is worth noting that that percent-
age is less than the 41 percent of the 
state budget spent on K-12 educa-
tion just six years ago.

The school privatizers will tell 
you the state hasn’t received the re-
turn on the education investment 
that it should have, pointing to 
the problems that are undeniable. 
But they also need to be reminded 
of what the schools have accom-
plished, using their own sources as 
measurements, particularly the re-
port released recently by the Ameri-
can Legislative Exchange Council 

(ALEC), the national organization 
of state legislators.

The group’s annual report card 
on public education ranked North 
Carolina 30th overall, despite rank-
ing 44th in per-pupil expenditure. 
That was ahead of all neighboring 
states except Virginia, which spends 
25 percent more per student.

North Carolina leads the coun-
try in the percentage of improve-
ment in ACT scores in the last 10 
years and is sixth in improvement 
on the SAT. Fourth-grade students 
ranked 19th in performance on 

a national math test and 
eighth-graders ranked 22nd. 
The reading test scores were 
35th, leaving a lot of room 
for improvement, though 
North Carolina students 
did better than kids in Ten-
nessee, South Carolina, Ala-
bama, Mississippi and most 
other Southern states.

The report finds that 
even the state’s 66.6 per-
cent high school graduation 

rate, though totally unacceptable, is 
higher than most of its neighbors. 
And North Carolina improved its 
ranking on the ALEC report 10 
spots since 2000.

The ultimate measure of schools 
isn’t a report comparing them with 
schools in other states, it’s how well 
they are doing for North Carolina 
students.

But the ALEC report and oth-
ers with similar results are impor-
tant markers of not just how far 
the state public school system has 
to go, but how far it has come.

That progress has been made 
possible by important investments 
by state lawmakers, who shouldn’t 
turn back now, budget crisis or 
not.

Chris Fitzsimon is the director of 
NC Policy Watch.

letters

For the Record

By tradition, we take the term “revolt” very 
seriously here in Orange County. The practice 
goes back prior to the founding of the country; 
and thanks in part to a little rebellion that brewed 
up in Orange and Alamance counties in the mid 
1700s, the groundwork for a revolution was set.

So when those orange signs proclaiming 
another Orange County tax revolt started to pop 
up, folks were indeed curious. Turns out that the 
group responsible, while it has some local mem-
bers and interest, is not exactly native to our area, 
nor is it focused on the recent revaluation.

No, Freedom Works is a GOP-organized ef-
fort to recruit new members to the party and to 
instill in it a more libertarian philosophy when 
it comes to taxes. The group is led by, among 
others, former U.S. House Majority Leader Dick 
Armey, who may or may not have ever heard of 
Orange County. As the Republican Party strives 
to rekindle its fires and deal with the drubbing it 
took in the past election, the group and others like 
it have been organizing various tea parties and tax 
rebellions across the country. That’s fine. That’s 
their right.

And there is nothing wrong with citizens 
worried about rising taxes banding together and 
voicing a collective opinion. It’s happened before, 
albeit without so many signs.

But there is a lot of misinformation out there 
and we’d like to take a shot at a few corrections. 
First, revaluations happen on a regular cycle. The 
last one was in 2005. The next one is in 2013. 
Second, the recent revaluations for residential 
properties average 22 percent countywide. The 
county and the towns will start their budget 
processes by knocking down the tax rate by that 
amount to keep the revaluation “revenue neutral.” 
So if your house increased in value by more than 
22 percent, you will be paying more taxes. The 
reason you will be paying more taxes is that your 
house is worth more money. If you feel like the 
value of your home rose too high too fast, you are 
encouraged to file an appeal. We’ve outlined that 
process on page 2. You can also review the forms 
and the process on the county’s website. 

As they do every year, the towns and the coun-
ty will review their budgets and decide whether to 
raise taxes. No budget has been drafted yet and 
no tax increase has been proposed. Drafts of the 
budgets begin to emerge in April and there is a se-
ries of hearings to give citizens an opportunity to 
examine and discuss the items and any proposed 
increase. The budgets are voted on in June in time 
for the beginning of the new fiscal year on July 1. 
This process is neither a mystery nor a conspiracy.

What can be a little mysterious are the details 
of those budgets. Finding places to trim are not as 
easy as saying “cut government waste.” Your waste 
may be someone else’s safety net, the neighborhood 
down the street’s curb and gutter repair, another 
fire truck or a competitive salary for a school 
nurse or police officer. There is little that any local 
government does in Orange County that could 
be described as fluff. There are corners that can be 
nibbled at in traditional areas – like travel expenses, 
lunches and office supplies – but it is difficult to 
find in them even the roughly $1.25 million that it 
would take to cut a penny off the tax rate.

In the county’s case, about half of the money 
we pay in taxes goes to education. In the case of 
the towns, providing the police and fire depart-
ments and garbage pickup represents the bulk 
of ongoing expenses. Each town has focused in 
the past few years on improving infrastructure, 
which, naturally, costs money.

We welcome any ideas on how to keep costs 
and taxes down. We encourage those of you will-
ing to take a serious crack at budget cutting to 
send your thoughts in as a letter to the editor.

For those of you who say “enough,” we’d like 
to know “enough what”? 

What do we have too much of? What should 
we curtail? Where should we cut?

Here are the ground rules — the same ones 
the commissioners and town leaders are playing 
under: You can’t alter the state or federal constitu-
tions, overturn any court rulings or obtain special 
legislation from the General Assembly. 

Have at it, tax revolters. We welcome your 
leadership and sacrifice.

The New Deal 
and the New 
New Deal:
Countering 
conservative claptrap

by Robert Reich

The stock market reached a six-
year low last week. Why? Some blame 
loose talk (including that of former 
Fed Chair Alan Greenspan) about 
nationalizing the nation’s banks. Others 
blame Obama’s new plan for helping 
homeowners who may not be able to 
pay their mortgages. But the real culprit 
is the accelerating decline in aggregate 
demand – consumers, businesses and 
exports. Companies are losing money 
because their customers are disappear-
ing. That’s precisely why the stimulus is 
so important – indeed, why many of us 
fear it’s too small.

One of the oddest of right-wing 
claims is that FDR’s New Deal didn’t 
pull America out of the Great Depres-
sion, so Barack Obama’s “New New 
Deal” won’t either. While it’s true that 
the New Deal didn’t end the Great 
Depression, three points need to be 
impressed on the hard-pressed conser-
vative mind:

1. The New Deal relieved a great 
deal of suffering by establishing social 
safety nets – Unemployment Insur-
ance, Aid for Dependent Children and 
Social Security for retirees. Most have 
remained, a worthy legacy. But be-
cause the structure of the economy has 
changed (a much higher percentage 
of the working population is now em-
ployed part-time in several jobs or as 
independent contractors, for example), 
there are gaping holes in the safety net, 
which a New New Deal should fill in 
order that the Mini-Depression we’re 
experiencing not cause excessive harm.

2. FDR’s public works spending 
did help the economy somewhat. By 
1936, the U.S. economy was showing 
some life. Unemployment was declin-
ing and consumers were beginning 
to buy. But FDR cut back on public-
works spending and the economy sank 
back into its former torpor. A warn-
ing to Obama: Don’t worry about 
so-called “fiscal responsibility” when 
aggregate demand still falls far short of 
the economy’s total capacity.

3. The Second World War pulled 
the nation out of the Great Depression 
because it required that government 
spend on such a huge scale as to restart 
the nation’s factories, put Americans 
back to work and push the nation 
toward its productive capacity. By the 
end of the war, most Americans were 
better off than they were before its 
start. Yes, the national debt ballooned 
to 120 percent of GDP. But the debt-
GDP ratio subsequently declined 
– not just because post-war spending 
dropped but because the economy 
continued to grow as war produc-
tion converted to the production of 
consumer goods. Lesson: The danger 
isn’t too much stimulus, it’s too little 
stimulus.

Robert Reich was the nation’s 22nd 
secretary of labor and is a professor at the 
University of California at Berkeley. His 
latest book is Supercapitalism.

Clarification needed
I read with astonishment the re-

sponse by the Carrboro Planning 
Board’s James Carnahan to Alder-
man Dan Coleman’s remarks re-
garding the Colleton Crossing issue. 
Accordingly, I am addressing my 
response to Mr. Carnahan for some 
clarification.

Dear Mr. Carnahan: I am con-
fused by your remarks regarding the 
Carrboro’s Connector Roads Policy 
regarding the Colleton Crossing is-
sue. On one hand you agree that 
“a re-assessment of the Connector 
Roads Policy will benefit Carrboro,” 
yet on the other you indicate you 
“would oppose any effort to water it 
down.” So let me get his straight: you 
have determined your opposition to a 
policy that you support? 

But you weren’t done. You deter-
mined that this mass connectivity 
actually realizes “a critical unstated 
goal.” A critical goal that is unstat-
ed? While it is in everyone’s interest 
for fewer miles to be traveled, it fol-
lows that the community’s interest 
is served by fewer cars clogging our 
roads. How can the “unstated goal” 
of reducing vehicle miles traveled be 
served by substantially increasing 
traffic?

You indicate the community’s 
need for common areas. Our com-

munity is our common area. We 
have block parties, children playing 
in the streets, interactivity among 
our residents. The absurd notion that 
hundreds of additional cars passing 
through our community will en-
hance the quality of our lives can-
not be sensibly supported. But you’re 
consistent. Regarding the downtown 
condo project and the fact that Car-
rboro is the most densely populated 
town in North Carolina, you re-
sponded, “I think it’s great.” In sup-
port of that project, their marketing 
firm’s rep said, “Density is extremely 
important” to a town like Carrboro. 
Perhaps they are marketing the Col-
leton Crossing project also.

You claim to support a walkable 
transit oriented sustainable commu-
nity. Is it your proposal that increas-
ing the traffic through our commu-
nity will enhance our walkability? Is 
it because there will be so much traf-
fic we would rather walk two miles to 
the market than drive?

Our lives are enhanced. Our small 
community is more than adequately 
served connectivity wise. Your con-
tention that adding hundreds, if not 
thousands, of car trips daily increases 
the quality of our lives is hardly a log-
ical contention. Growth is easy when 
quality of life is not a consideration. 
It seems sensible that advocating for 
the “unstated goal” of reducing vehi-

cle miles traveled would be to oppose 
proposals for more vehicles in what 
already is the state’s most densely 
populated town, not support them. 
In fact, I am more than happy to 
make this a fully stated goal.

Ken Weiss
Carrboro

Thanks for the support
Even in a difficult economy, sup-

porters of Cornucopia House Cancer 
Support Center stepped forward Feb. 
8 to help ensure we continue to ful-
fill our promise to provide free, non-
clinical cancer support services to 
anyone affected by cancer – patients, 
survivors, their families, friends and 
caregivers.

Nearly 500 people opened their 
hearts and wallets at this year’s A 
Chocolate Affaire, helping us raise 
nearly $60,000 that goes toward our 
myriad services, including peer-to-
peer and group support, yoga, mas-
sage therapy, forums, lending library 
and more.

Special thanks go to our honorary 
co-chairs, Dr. H. Shelton Earp, direc-
tor of the UNC Lineberger Compre-
hensive Cancer Center; Dr. H. Kim 
Lyerly, director of Duke Comprehen-
sive Cancer Center; and presenting 
sponsor, GlaxoSmithKline. Great 
appreciation also goes to the volun-
teer planning committee: Joy Bryde, 

chair; Sara Baligh, Joan Boone, Sally 
Burke, Dale Flexner and Amy Leiser. 
We’re grateful to have all of these 
longtime supporters come together to 
assist many individuals who struggle 
with cancer’s impact every day.

And there are so many others: 
34 individuals and organizations 
contributed event sponsorships, 48 
restaurants gave scrumptious des-
serts and beverages, 168 companies 
and individuals donated auction 
items and more than 120 volunteers 
worked tirelessly over several months. 
Each one furthers our ability to pro-
vide encouragement and to empower 
individuals and families coping with 
cancer.

We’re grateful to all our support-
ers who help Cornucopia House 
fulfill our mission. For information, 
visit www.cornucopiahouse.org or 
call 919/401-9333.

Mary Lawrence
President and CEO Cornucopia 

House Cancer Support Center

Correction
Last week in our Classified Trivia 

we ran a list of well-known persons 
and asked: living or dead? We regret 
to inform you that since the penning 
of the questions and their publica-
tion, pin-up queen Betty Page passed 
away.

The ultimate measure of schools 

isn’t a report comparing them 

with schools in other states, it’s 

how well they are doing for 

North Carolina students.
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cryptoquote answer:
 Always go to other people’s funerals, otherwise they won’t go to yours. - Yogi Berra, 

talking to Mickey Mantle about all the funerals they’ve been to that year

REAL ESTATE 
& CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED RATES $5.00/issue for up to 15 words. Words over 15: $0.35/word/issue 
Place your classified ad online until MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

FREE 
WEB 

LISTING!
Your classified ad will be published on our high-traffic website just as it 

appears in the printed version of  The Carrboro CitizenSupport local advertisers!

Sit down with a stranger, leave with a friend
Celebrating Orange County’s Diverse Community

Duplex for Rent

DUPLEX FOR RENT
2BR 1Bath secluded but convenient 
location Chapel Hill All appliances 
deck large yard 545-9885

Homes for Sale

bolin forest townhouse. 2 bed-
rooms, 1.5 baths with updated Ken-
more appliances, new vinyl floors 
in kitchen & full bath, fireplace, and 
private deck overlooking the woods. 
$174,000 Weaver Street Realty 
929-5658 

bungalow under oaks up-
dated with hardwood floors, smooth 
ceilings, big windows. Large yard 
with fenced garden area. Two stor-
age shed built with wood milled on 
site. $139,000 Weaver Street Realty 
929-5658 

custom cook’s kitchen Sub-
zero, Thermador, Dacor -oh my! 
You’ll gladly have the in-laws over 
for Sunday dinner with a kitchen 
like this. Don’t overlook the 9’ ceil-
ings, cove lighting, bamboo floors 
& all the other cool features of this 
home. $535,000 Weaver Street Re-
alty 929-5658 

downtown carrboro Lovely 
3BR, 3.5 bath TH off Jones Ferry 
Rd. Master bedroom can be upstairs 
or down. Vaulted ceilings, covered 
porches. Oh, did we mention is 
was downtown? $265,000 Weaver 
Street Realty 929-5658 

Elevator Opportunities! 
Now Pre-Selling Building 7, with 2 
opportunities for an elevator! Rose 
Walk: New Custom Townhomes by 
local builder, Homescape Building 
Company. Choose from 4 floorplans. 
Prices from the $290’s. 2-3 bed-
rooms. 2.5 - 3.5 baths. Garages. 1.5 
miles to Downtown Carrboro. Cha-
pel Hill/ Carrboro Schools. Walk to 
UNC Park and Ride and University 
Lake. Gold Winner - 2008 Parade of 
Homes! Prudential YSU Neighbor-
hood Marketing. 919-928-9006. 

RARE FIND! 109 Deer St, Carr-
boro. Custom-built, well-maintained 
home on beautiful 0.8 acre park-like 
lot. 2,746 sq. ft. with oversized 2 car 
carport & lots of storage. Huge deck 
w/ gazebo. Spacious BR’s. Formal 
DR, LR w/ fireplace, Rec. rm. w/ 
oak wet bar. Open kitchen w/ break-
fast bar, dining area & bay window. 
$400,000 Fonville Morisey Realty - 
Chad Lloyd (919)-606-8511 

REAL ESTATE AGENTS A Carr-
boro Citizen classified ad puts your 
listing in front of 11,500 readers ev-
ery week. Place classified ads your-
self at carrborocitizen.com - enter 
your copy, upload a photo and pay 
our low rate in just minutes. We also 
have great deals on real estate dis-
play ads - call 942-2100 for more 
information! 

rustic contemporary on one 
acre lot in Chapel Hill Schools. 4 BR 
plus a bonus room. Wood floors, 
vaulted ceilings, FP, multiple decks 
& porches. Great price for an ole 
ramblin’ rancher... $235,000 Weav-
er Street Realty 929-5658 

Land for Sale

LOT FOR SALE Fronts Hillsbor-
ough Rd. toward downtown from 
McDougle School..44 acre, sewer 
stubbed onto lot, water in street, 
ready to build. $143,500. Call Logan 
with Fonville Morisey Realty at 919-
418-4694 for survey or questions. 

Office Space for 
Lease/Sale

For Sale Or Lease Office 
space at 302 W Weaver St Carrboro. 
Can be 1 large space with 790sf & 
5 offices ($1225/month lease) or 2 
smaller spaces, one 3 offices ($650/
month lease) and one with 2 offices 
($600/month lease). High speed in-
ternet included, shared kitchen. Call 
Steve or John @ 919-942-0077 

Autos for Sale

WE SOLD THIS CAR and you can 
sell yours too, with a Citizen classi-
fied ad. Go to carrborocitizen.com, 
type in your info, pay with a credit 
card and you’re all set. Fast, easy 
and effective! 

2004 Nissan Altima 2.5S 4 
dr, auto, black, 104k mi, great car, 
$7100 240-4212 

Help Wanted

Instructors Needed Car-
rboro Recreation is looking for an 
experienced baseball instructor to 
work with 4-6 year olds and parents 
one day a week on Saturdays from 
9-10am April 18-May 16. Pay is 
$450. Call 918-7376 for info. 

Camp Instructors Need-
ed Carrboro Recreation and Parks 
Department is seeking experienced 
sport instructors to work the follow-
ing half day camps. Pay is $420 
(head instructor) and $360 (assis-
tant instructor). All camps run from 
8am-11am. 
Field Hockey, July 13-17(Asst) Field 
Hockey, June 29-July 3 (Asst) 
Taste of Sports, July 27-31 (Head & 
Asst) 
Ultimate Frisbee, June 22-26 (Head 
& Asst) 
Volleyball, July 20-24 (Head & Asst) 
For more info call 918-7376. 

Non-Profit Bookkeeper 
Carrboro/Chapel Hill non-profit 
seeks experienced bookkeeper to 
manage daily financial operations. 
Position is responsible for the im-
plementation and maintenance of 
the organization’s financial system 
including accounts payable, finan-
cial reporting, check disbursements, 
and budgeting, among other respon-
sibilities. Please send a cover letter 
and resume to marketing2990@
gmail.com. 

Home Improve-
ment

Stephen A Lane Car-
pentry

Efficiency upgrades, doors and win-
dows, all repairs, custom built-ins, 
finish/trim work, painting, renova-
tions, furniture repair and refinishing, 
and more. Call me and we’ll discuss 
your projects. CALL: 619-1966

Services

Wholistic facials Cori Roth, 
Licensed Esthetician(#E3914) & 
Certified Dr. Hauschka Esthetician. 
Offering facials featuring lymph 
stimulation, aromatherapeutic 
compresses, decollete massage 
and treatments designed for spe-
cific skin conditions. Very healing 
and relaxing. Contact: 919-933-
4748 or divinerose55@gmail.com 

Classes/Instruc-
tion

Guitar lessons
Learning a musical instrument will 
enhance your mental well being and 
help keep your mind healthy! From 
beginner to experienced player, Bry-
on Settle can help you reach your 
musical potential. Bryon has been 
a professional musician for twenty 
eight years and has played with 
such notable bands as The Pres-
sure Boys, Trailer Bride, Tift Merrit, 
Lud and Killer Filler. The teaching 
environments are peaceful, com-
fortable spaces that are convenient 
to either downtown Hillsborough or 
downtown Durham. 919-644-2381 
or email bwsettle@gmail.com.

UNIQUE SUMMER CAMP 
Learn how to: dig potatoes, pick 
peas, pull carrots and make lunch. 
Spend time with the ponies Buddy, 
Lulu and Romeo; feed, groom and 
ride them. Explore fields, woods 
and streams at Finnabar Farm 
Nature Camp. Open house Sat-
urdays in March and April. (919) 
929-6009 or greenponygarden.
com for info. 

chinese history
1.	 What year was the massacre at Tiananmen Square?
2.	 What was the term for the American foreign policy 

relating to China developed around the turn of the 20th 
century?

3.	 What term was given to the massive military retreat 
undertaken by the Red Army in 1934, which covered almost 
8,000 miles in a year and led to Mao’s rise to power?

4.	 What was the name of the nationalist party that ruled China from 1912 until the communist revolution?
5.	 What was the name given to the group of Communist Party leaders who were arrested and removed from their 

positions in 1976, following the death of Mao Zedong, that included Mao’s widow, Jiang Qing (his fourth wife), and three 
of her close associates.

6.	I n what century did Marco Polo visit China?
7.	 Who was the leader of China from 1980 until his death in 1997?
8.	 What was the name of the 10-year campaign launched by Mao in 1966 that included massive purges of intellectuals and 

political opponents, Communist Party power struggles and the elevation of Mao to almost godlike status?
9.	 What year did the communist revolution declare victory and establish the People’s Republic of China?
10.	 What is the most common Chinese dialect?
11.	I n 1957, Mao began an economic campaign to increase the production of steel and to raise agricultural production to 

twice existing levels. What was the name for this ambitious program?
12.	 T or F: The Great Wall of China is visible to the naked eye from the moon.

1. 1989; 2. Open Door Policy; 3. Long March; 4. Kuomintang; 5. Gang of Four; 6. 13th; 7. Den Zoa Peng; 8. Cultural Revolution; 
9. 1949; 10. Mandarin; 11. Great Leap Forward; 12. False

Trivia
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FLORA
from page 1

For years and years, 
I’ve believed that we 
have only one species 
of trout lily in our area, 
but now I’m advised 
that we have two. The 
common one that we 
see in our local woods 
is the dimpled trout lily, 
Erythronium umbilicatum, 
thusly called because of 
the little indentation at 
the tip of the seed pod. 
The more common one 
flowers earlier and is 
smaller than the rarer 
American trout lily, E. 

americanum, which is 
larger and flowers a 
little later. If you walk 
different trails frequent-
ly, you may discover 
both of them.

Don’t be concerned 
about which one you 
are seeing; just make 
certain you get yourself 
out in the woods to see 
them, to “hold infin-
ity in the palm of your 
hand.” If you don’t get 
out on weekly walks at 
this time of year, you’re 
missing a lot. 

If you want a few 
trout lilies in your own 
garden, check out the 

Botanical Garden’s plant 
sale. There are pots of 
seedling trout lilies on 
the sale benches right 
now. Get a couple and 
in a few years you’ll 
have your own little 
patch and you won’t 
have to panic about 
missing them!

Special Note: I’m going out 
on a trout lily search on Sat-
urday, March 7, in Carrboro’s 
Adams Tract nature preserve. 
You’re welcome to join me at 
3:00 p.m. at the trailhead 
kiosk below the playground of 
Wilson Park. Bring along some 
kids to lead the way!

A 
battered silver aluminum frying 
pan hangs on a wooden plaque 
over the lunch counter at Sutton’s 
Drug Store in Chapel Hill. It 
honors 32-year-veteran short-

order cook Willie Mae Houck, who, from 
1956-1988, was a force to be reckoned with. 
“She was the hardest working woman I ever 
saw,” says Sutton’s lunch counter manager 
Don Pinney, who worked with Willie Mae 
for 10 years before she was forced to 
quit after a heart attack on the job. Don, 
himself a 30-year-veteran at Suttons, had 
Willie Mae’s venerable frying pan mounted. 
When I made this photo in 1984 of Willie 
Mae and wait staffer Margaret Durham, 
I remember Willie Mae giving me a hard 
time; she ran that grill with an iron fist. 

But underneath that exterior, Willie Mae 
“was like family,” Don remembers. “Willie 
knew about everybody’s order when they 
came in the door,” he says, shaking his head. 
“She was something else ! ” Sutton’s owner 
and pharmacist John Woodard agrees. 
When Willie Mae died of a second heart 
attack that same year, practically the whole 
town turned out for her service. Woodard 
remembers a law-enforcement officer 
standing at attention at every intersection all 
the way from Walker’s Funeral Home to the 
rural burial, all saluting as Willie Mae passed 
by. “They literally stopped traffic for her at 
every cotton-picking intersection. She was 
just a little ol’ short-order cook — but she 
knew everybody. I’ve never seen anything to 
beat it ! ”

Willie Mae Houck, 1984

A thousand words
by Jock Lauterer

Do you have an important old photo that you value? Send your 300 dpi 
scan to jock@email.unc.edu and include the story behind the picture. 
Because every picture tells a story. And its worth? A thousand words.

PHOTo byken moore
It helps to lie on the ground to look up into the flower of an American trout lily.

Weaver Street Realty
929-5658

WeaverStreetRealty.com
downtown Carrboro since 1982

Some things just go together
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. . . Biz Blog . . . Hankering for a local angle on breaking 
business news? The Citizen has started the Orange County 
Housing & Economy blog (carrborocitizen.com/housing)
to sate your jones. In addition to late-breaking news, the blog also 
features personnel and business announcements. Got something 
you’d like us to post? For consideration send it to:

Margot Lester:  margot@carrborocitizen.com
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