
Three new words have 
entered the lexicon in the saga 
of  Carolina North. So get ready 
for the definition and the ensuing 
conversation about Centers, 
Interwoven and Grid.

University planners revealed 
three initial plans—the preferred 
term is scenarios—for Carolina 
North at the first of  a series 
of  public meetings on the 
possibilities for the 963-acre 
parcel.

Jack Evans, executive director 
of  the university’s Carolina North 

effort, said the scenarios are each 
meant to emphasize a design 
strategy. They’re intended to start 
a discussion about the different 
approaches.

The university intends to have 
a final plan ready for review by 
th UNC Board of  Trustees by 
late summer, Evans said. A final 
vote by the trustees is expected in 
September and a presentation to 
the town for review in October.

Even with a quick glance at 
each concept for Carolina North, 
it’s obvious that one thing is 
missing: an airport. Last week, 
the Board of  Trustees agreed 
on a plan for construction at 

Raleigh Durham International 
Airport of  a 21,000 square-foot 
hanger and offices that will be 
home to the school’s Medical Air 
Operations, which flies mainly 
for the statewide Area Health 
Education Centers program. 
Moving AHEC has long been 
a contentious issue. Concerns 
about AHEC along with a strong 
lobbying effort by the Aircraft 
Owners and Pilots Association 
derailed efforts in 2002 to close 
the airport.

But with a new hanger on 
the way for AHEC, the end of  
flights out of  Horace Williams is 
on the horizon.

Scenarios
At Tuesday’s meeting, the 

first up-close look at the three 
possible scenarios for Carolina 
North were accompanied by 
three explanations of  what 
might be located within the 
development.

So while three groups stood 
around posters of  what things 
might look like, they got an 
explanation from the School 
of  Pharmacy about new drug 
therapies and UNC spin-offs, a 
presentation from the Renaissance 
Computing Institute about 

The Orange County Board 
of  Commissioners voted 
unanimously on Tuesday to 
develop a solid waste transfer 
station at the Eubanks Road 
landfill.

The board considered three 
transfer station sites, including 
two sites off  U.S. 70 in the Eno 
Economic Development District 
and the Eubanks Road landfill. 
The landfill will reach capacity 
in 2010, and the county plans to 
build the transfer station in order 
to transfer its solid waste out of  
the county.

The board had previously 
postponed a vote on the location 
of  the transfer station, requesting 
more information from county 
staff  regarding potential transfer 
station sites as well as the criteria 
in determining such sites. 

Residents of  neighborhoods 
surrounding each of  the sites have 
been critical of  the county’s search 
process and the lack of  formal 
criteria in determining potential 
transfer station sites.

Commissioners agreed that 
the county should have sited a 
transfer station before the landfill 
was so close to capacity. 

“I think it’s important to 
acknowledge that this process 
didn’t work the way it should’ve,” 
commissioner Mike Nelson 
said.

The decision, he said, should 
have been made years ago.  
“This was not one of  our better 
moments.”

Commissioner Valerie 
Foushee agreed. “I am not proud 
of  where we are at this point,” she 
said,” adding, “I am not certain 
of  where we should go,” but “we 

are where we are, and we do have 
a tough decision to make because 
we have run out of  time.”

Nelson said he had a 
“philosophical objection” to 
shipping garbage out of  the 
county. “Our garbage will be 
going to some poor community 
somewhere. It’s not going to 
be some happy land with elves 
dancing.” 

Rogers Road neighborhood 
residents argued that because 
the neighborhood has hosted the 
county’s landfill since the early 
1970s, the county should not 
consider the Eubanks Road site 
for the transfer station.

Rev. Robert Campbell, a 
resident of  the Rogers Road 
neighborhood, said the county 
should have spent more time 
selecting a transfer station. 

“It seems like we have the 
same show that happened to 
Chapel Hill back in the ’70s when 
they dragged their feet and didn’t 
do the right thing in a timely 
manner,” he said. “The solid 
waste management dragged their 
feet. They don’t have capacity 
to construct a transfer station,” 
Campbell said. “Regardless of  the 
crunch you have, let’s not put the 
facility on Eubanks Road.”

Campbell said the residents 
of  Rogers Road already have the 
landfill and should not have to 
deal with a transfer station as well: 
“All I can say is that the neighbors 
have had enough.” 

Tracy Kuhlman, a resident of  
the Rogers Road neighborhood, 
also criticized the county’s haste in 
selecting a transfer station site. 

“The residents of  the Rogers 
Road/Eubanks area should not 
be punished because the county 
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Board passes six-month development moratorium

The Carrboro Board of  Aldermen approved a 
six-month development moratorium by a vote of  
5-2, Tuesday night, putting a temporary hold on 
future development of  roughly 3,700 acres while 
the town considers new rules for the area.

After roughly an hour and a half  of  public 
comment followed by debate by the board, the 
majority agreed that the relatively low density 
of  projects proposed in the area in recent years 
along with the lack of  commercial development 
necessitated a timeout to find ways to encourage 
developments with those goals.

Mayor Mark Chilton and Aldermen Dan 
Coleman, Alex Zaffron, Joal Hall Broun and Randee 
Haven-O’Donnell voted for the moratorium. 
Aldermen Jacquie Gist and John Herrera voted 

against it.
Gist said she knew it was “against the progressive 

canon” to vote against the plan, but she said she did 
not think a pause in development would add to the 
town’s stock of  affordable housing or significantly 
contribute to the town’s effort to reduce greenhouse 
gasses.

Rules to spur denser development and more 
commercial enterprises closer to the growing 
number of  northern residences have been discussed 
as possible outcomes of  an effort to re-write 
guidelines for the area.

“I’m not a big fan of  density,” Gist said. “I don’t 
believe it has a positive effect.”

Like efforts to add density downtown, she 
said, more density means more of  a strain on the 
schools and civic and social infrastructure of  the 
town. Pointing to downtown developments, she 
said the results are likely to be high-priced condos, 

not more affordable housing.
The town, Gist said, is creating “a very hip and 

groovy community for trust fund radicals” who 
will buy up expensive condos and still feel good 
about themselves.

Coleman said Gist’s point was well taken, but that 
a pause in development is needed to find strategies 
to implement the town’s vision for the area.

“All it [the moratorium] says is we’re going to 
take a breather for six months,” he said.

Zaffron said that while he supported the 
moratorium, he considered it important for the 
town to meet its goal of  having a new strategy in 
place within six months. He put his fellow board 
members on notice that he would not vote to 
extend the moratorium, which by state law, can 
be renewed for six more months once the initial 
six-month period expires.

Both Broun and Haven-O’Donnell said they 

supported the moratorium because of  the need to 
include some commercial projects in the area.

“I think it’s important to have economic vibrancy 
spread throughout Carrboro,” Haven-O’Donnell 
said.

In the public hearing, the board heard from 
developers Omar Zinn and Phil Post, who said they 
were concerned that the moratorium would hurt 
small, local developers and not result in much of  
change in the overall dynamics of  the market.

Post said that he has had enough strong feedback 
trying to convince neighbors in the area on the 
merits of  a one-acre per dwelling development. “If  
there’s concern over one unit per acre, what’s going 
to happen when I show up with a development at 
10 units per acre?”

Aaron Nelson, executive director of  the Chapel 
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It’s that time of  year again. A familiar 
yellow dust has settled on cars, houses 
and anything left outside, leaving a trail of  
sneezing and sniffling victims behind. 

But contrary to popular belief, the 
yellow stuff  we can see isn’t what makes 
allergy patients feel so terrible this time 
of  year. 

According to Teresa Tarrant, assistant 
professor in the Division of  Rheumatology, 
Allergy and Immunology at UNC’s School 
of  Medicine, the plant pollens we inhale 
can’t be seen with the naked eye. The visible 
yellow dust is part of  the plant pollenation 
process, but is too big for inhalation. 

However, the yellow dust does start 
to appear at the same time pollen levels 
increase, and according to Tarrant the 
allergy center sees more patients this time 
of  year. 

She said allergy patients complain of  
itchy, watery eyes, sneezing, coughing and 
post-nasal drip, among other symptoms. 
Tarrant added that asthma patients often 

see a worsening of  symptoms, including 
shortening of  breath, when pollen levels 
are high. 

But according to Wes Wallace, an 
emergency room physician at UNC 
Hospitals, the pollens that tend to affect 
asthma patients most strongly are ragweed 
pollens, which appear in the fall. 

“We’re about to get into the season 
where we see a lot of  tree pollens,” he said. 
“For most people, tree pollens are not a 
terrible trigger for ashma.” Tree pollens, 
Wallace said, can cause conjunctivitis 
– which causes red, itchy eyes – as well 
as other symptoms, such as a runny nose. 

Wallace said that the severity of  allergy 
symptoms that patients experience tends 
to vary. 

“You might think of  allergies as sort 
of  like being a bucket,” he said. “You can 
pour various things into the bucket before 
it starts to overflow.”

Wallace said patients can limit their 
exposure to allergens in order to curb their 
symptoms, but that “it’s difficult to reduce 
exposure” in some cases. 

Tarrant said she approaches allergy by 
first discussing symptoms with patients, 

then conducting a diagnostic test called 
the prick skin test. For the test, doctors 
prick patients on their backs with different 
allergens – such as pet danders, dust mites 
or pollens — then wait to see if  a hive 
develops from any of  the pricks. The test 
helps doctors determine what patients are 
allergic to, so that they are better able to 
treat their symptoms. 

“A big thing with allergy is trying to 
avoid the thing you’re allergic to,” Tarrant 
said. “You can’t really change where you 
live. You can’t stop the trees from blooming. 
But you can shut your windows.”

Tarrant recommends that patients 
who suffer from pollen allergies keep 
their windows closed at home and in 
their cars, in addition to making sure their 
homes’ filtration systems are clean, but 
acknowledged that for some people that’s 
still not enough. 

“In general,” she said, “allergies are 
on the rise … particularly in developing 
nations.”

Doctors treat allergy patients with 
antihistamine medication and, in some 
cases, allergy vaccines, which can change 
the immune system to make a patient less 

allergic, Tarrant said. She added that about 
one-third to one-half  of  the allergy patients 
she sees choose allergy vaccines. 

“Sometimes people choose [allergy 
vaccines] for lifestyle reasons,” she said, 
adding that some patients are unable 
to be vaccinated because of  conflicting 
medications or conditions. In addition, 
patients who choose the allergy vaccine 
must get shots once every week or two for 
three to five years.

She encourages those who are 
experiencing allergy symptoms to try to 
learn more about their allergies: “Often 
times folks don’t know what they’re allergic 
to.”

In addition, allergy patients might have 
more options now that the Division of  
Rheumatology, Allergy and Immunology 
is expanding their allergy department. 
According to Tarrant, the division has 
added two allergy fellows who receive 
specialty training in allergy treatment, and 
starting in September the division will have 
a full-time clinical allergist. 

“A lot of  people with allergies don’t 
realize there’s stuff  that you can do,” she 
said. “There’s really a lot of  options.” 
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In a decision that pleased no one, questions 
are raised about sending waste out of county

PhOtO by ISAAC SANDlIN

Students Tamia Eaton and Kinsey Fisher react to a crayfish caught by Frank Porter Graham Elementary School science 
teacher Livy Ludington in Morgan Creek Monday.  See Story on SchoolS, Page 8.

uNC offers three scenarios for Carolina North
By kirk roSS

Staff  Writer
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Seniors/Wellness Program
Orange County SeniorStriders, a 
University Mall-walking program 
designed for all levels of walkers. 
8am exercise warm-up, breakfast at 
Bear Rock, and health talk by local 
health experts on a variety of top-
ics. Orange County residents age 
55 and older. Free. Third Wed of ev-
ery month. Call (919) 968-2073 for 
more information.

Groups
Yoga for Cancer Patients – Restor-
ative yoga is offered every week for 
cancer patients and their families 
at Cornucopia House Cancer Sup-
port Center, 111 Cloister Court. 
The group meets 11am-noon on 
Wed and 6-7:30pm on Thu. There 
is no charge. Call 401-9333 or visit 
www.cornucopiahouse.org.

Divorce Care – A non-denomina-
tional divorce seminar and support 
group is offered every Wed at the 
Chapel Hill Bible Church, 260 Erwin 
Road, from 6:45 to 8:30pm. Child-
care is provided with notice, and 
anyone can join. Call Donna Coston 
at 408-0310 or Cindy Gudeman at 
967-1547.

Recovery Inc. – Recovery Inc., an 
international nonprofit organiza-
tion that offers self-help methods 
for managing anger, controlling de-
pression and reducing stress, meets 
every Wed at 7pm and every Friday 
at 10:30am. All are welcome. For in-
formation and directions, call 918-
3677.

Intro to Buddhism: The Shrine 
Room and Practice Q&A, Apr 4, 
Wed 7:30-8:45pm. Intro to Medi-
tation Practice and Weekly Shi-
nay/Shamatha, Sun, 11:15-11:45am. 
Piedmont KTC Tibetan Buddhist 
Meditation Center on 35 Perkins 
Drive off Weaver Dairy Road in 
Chapel Hill across from Timberlyne 
Shopping Center. Visit our website 
at www.piedmontktc.org or call 
933-2138.

Outdoors
Farmers’ Market – Sat 7am – 12pm, 
Mar 24-Dec 22. Wed 3:30 –6:30pm, 
continues through Oct 17. Carr-
boro Farmers’ Market, 301 W Main 
St, Carrboro, 932-1641, www.carr-
borofarmersmarket.com.

Carrboro Kite Fly - Kids come ear-
ly to design your own kite. Sun, Apr 
1, 2-3:30pm. Free. Anderson Com-
munity Park, Hwy 54 W, Carrboro, 
918-7364.

Weaver Street Market - Jazz & 
More! Sunday Brunch. Every Sunday 
from 11am to 1pm beginning Apr 
8.  The Weaver Street Market Jazz 
Brunch has been changed to Jazz & 
More! The expanded music selec-
tion includes Blues, Folk, Popabilly, 
instrumental.  The music is free and 
an a la carte breakfast is available 
for purchase inside Weaver Street 
Market. 

Etc.
Ronald McDonald House - Seek-
ing volunteers for tasks around the 
house, cooking dinners for families 
& community service projects. Ron-
ald McDonald House, 101 Old Ma-
son Farm Rd, Chapel Hill, 913-2040, 
www.chapelhillrmh.net.

Rape Crisis Support Groups - Win-
ter & spring support groups at the 
OCRCC: Primary Survivors Group; 
Men’s Group; “Healing with Nature” 
Group. Pre-screening required. Free 
& confidential, Info: groups@ocrcc.
org. Orange County Rape Crisis 
Center, 825-A Estes Dr, Chapel Hill, 
968-4647, www.ocrcc.org.

Guided Garden Walk - Discussions 
on fall planting, garden maintenance, 
design & gardening for wildlife with 
bird & butterfly gardens. Saturdays. 
Niche Gardens, 1111 Dawson Rd off 
Old Greensboro Hwy, Chapel Hill, 
967-0078, www.nichegardens.com.

NC Botanical Garden Guided Tours 
- meet at the stone gathering circle 
in front of the Totten Center. Sat, 
10-11am NC Botanical Garden, 
Old Mason Farm Rd near 15-501 
Bypass, Chapel Hill, 962-0522, www.
ncbg.unc.edu.

Club Nova Thrift Shop - Seeking 
volunteers; Club Nova promotes 
& provides opportunities for in-
dividuals living with mental illness 
to lead meaningful & productive 
lives of their choice in the com-
munity.  A volunteer packet can be 
picked up at the shop, or contact 
967-6985, cmorton@clubnova.org. 
Club Nova Thrift Shop, 103-C W 
Main St, Carrboro, 967-6985, www.
clubnova.org.

Horace Williams House - Applica-
tions available for artists wishing to 
exhibit in 2008. Through May 13. Ap-
plications: psch1858@mindspring.
com. Horace Williams House, 610 E 
Rosemary St, Chapel Hill, 942-7818, 
www.chapelhillpreservation.com, 
Tue-Fri 10am-4pm, Sun 1-4pm.

Kids
The Crawdad’s Conundrum - Pa-
perhand Puppets. Sat, Apr 14, 11am. 
The ArtsCenter, 300-G E Main St, 
Carrboro, 929-2787, www.artscen-
terlive.org.

Express Yourself! - new art program 
for ages 3-8 & their caregivers al-
lows children & adults to explore 
their own creative paths through 
open-ended weekly art projects; 
registration requested. Sat, 10:45-
11:15am & 11:30am-12pm $2. Pop 
Art Recycled - collaborative works 
by 3rd & 4th graders of Seawell Ele-
mentary with sculptor Lynn Warts-
ki. Through Apr 29. Kidzu Children’s 
Museum, 105 E Franklin St, Chapel 
Hill, 933-1455, www.kidzuchildrens-
museum.org.

Spring Festival Egg Hunt. Sat, Mar 31 
10am-12pm. Craft activities, cookie 
decorating, Easter Egg hunt and 
prizes followed by lunch. Call 967-
3056 by Mar 29 to register.

Baskets and bunnies with Miz Moon 
at the Carrboro Branch Library
(inside McDougle Middle School, 
900 Old Fayetteville Road, Chapel
Hill), Thu, Apr 5 and Thu, Apr 19, at 
4pm. The programs are free, and 
all toddlers are invited. For further 
information, telephone the library, 
919-969-3006.

Special Events
Carrboro CD and Record Show - 
Fifth annual show; 40 tables of CDs, 
vinyl records & music memorabilia. 
Sun, Apr 1, 12-8pm. Free. Carrboro 
Century Center, 100 N Greens-
boro St, Carrboro, 918-7385.

Carrboro/Chapel Hill CROPWALK 
-The 33rd annual Carrboro/Chapel 
Hill CROPWALK will take place on 
Sun, Apr 15. Sponsored by the Cha-
pel Hill-Carrboro Interfaith Council. 
The walk starts at 2pm at Carrboro 
Town Commons. This event raises 
money to combat hunger both lo-
cally and throughout the world.
http://cwscrop.org/carolinas/
http://www.ifcweb.org/cropwalk.
html

The 3rd annual Pig Out on the Green 
fundraiser for Special Olympics will 
be held Sat, Apr 22 from 2-6pm on 
the village green at Southern Vil-
lage. Sponsors of this event are the 
Chapel Hill Police Department, the 
Carolina Brewery, Pazzo! and Town 
Hall Grill of Southern Village.  Tick-
ets are $10 (kids are $5) and this 
admission includes a BBQ plate and 
music by Rhythm Brothers. A silent 
auction for sports memorabilia, 
include a basketball signed by Roy 
Williams, will begin at 2pm.  
For more information, contact Of-
ficer Phil Smith at 968-2760.

Community Calendar
Art & Museums
UNC Campus: Wilson Library - 
201 South Rd, Chapel Hill. Caro-
lina Faces: The Photography of Don 
Sturkey. Mar 22-May 31.

Horace Williams House - 610 E 
Rosemary St, Chapel Hill, 942-
7818, www.chapelhillpreservation.
com, Tue-Fri 10am-4pm, Sun 1-4pm. 
Garden to Table. Porcelain by Kelly 
O’Briant. Apr 1-29. Reception. Sun, 
Apr 1, 2-4pm.

Altered Feast - altered earthen-
ware vessels for food & fancy by 
Ronan Kyle Peterson. Through Mar 
31. NC Crafts Gallery, 212 W Main 
St, Carrboro, 942-4048, www.nc-
craftsgallery.com, Mon-Sat 10am-
6pm, Sun 1-4pm.

4D art: la tempête (The Tempest), 
Apr 5, 7:30pm. Beasley-Curtis Au-
ditorium, Memorial Hall. Canada’s 
4D art has created a stunning, 
high-tech, hybrid version of Shake-
speare’s masterpiece “The Tem-
pest,” merging virtual reality with 
live actors and new media. This 
production is performed in French, 
with Shakespeare’s original English 
text in subtitles. $24-$50; $10 for 
UNC students.  For more informa-
tion, visit www.carolinaperformin-
garts.org.

Michael Ruse: “The Evolution-Cre-
ation Controversy.” Apr 10, 7pm.
Hanes Art Center auditorium. A 
leading expert on Charles Darwin’s 
theory of evolution, Ruse will dis-
cuss “The Evolution-Creation Con-
troversy: A Very American Story.” 
For information, contact Dee Reid 
at (919) 843-6339 or deereid@
unc.edu, or visit http://college.unc.
edu.

Double Exposure - photography 
by Keith Shipman. Through Apr 15. 
West End Wine Bar, 450 W Frank-
lin St, Chapel Hill, 967-7599, www.
westendwinebar.com.

Endings & New Starts - paintings by 
Karen Shelton. Through Apr 13. Sizl 
Gallery, 405 E Main St, Carrboro, 
960-0098, www.sizlgallery.com.

Wood turnings by Melvin & Mark 
Lindquist - Through Apr 12. Anima-
tion and Fine Art Galleries, Univer-
sity Mall, 201 S Estes Dr, Chapel 
Hill, 968-8008, www.animationand-
fineart.com.

Chapel Hill Museum. The Best of 
Carolina Photojournalism - Mar 
29-May 25. Carolina in My Mind: 
The James Taylor Story; Farmer/
James NC Pottery Collection; Lin-
coln High School; The Paul Green 
Legacy. 523 E Franklin St, Chapel 
Hill, 967-1400, www.chapelhillmu-
seum.org.

Welcome Back,  Artists - new works 
by 21 artists. Through Apr 29. Com-
munity Church of Chapel Hill, 106 
Purefoy Rd, Chapel Hill, 942-2050, 
www.mindspring.com/~c3h.

Photography by Jim White. Through 
Apr 1. Cup A Joe, 1129 Weaver 
Dairy Rd, Timberlyne Shopping 
Center, Chapel Hill, 967-2002.

Inspired by Nature to Paint, Draw & 
Teach - works by the instructors of 
the Botanical Illustration Program. 
Through Apr 30. NC Botanical Gar-
den, Old Mason Farm Rd near 15-

501 Bypass, Chapel Hill, 962-0522, 
www.ncbg.unc.edu.

Works by Simon Bull. Through Apr 
5. Turning Point Gallery, University 
Mall, 201 S Estes Dr, Chapel Hill, 
967-0402, www.harmonyfineart.
com.

Radicals in Black & Brown: Palante, 
People’s Power & Common Cause 
in the Black Panthers & the Young 
Lords Organization. Through Mar 
31. ibiblio.org/shscbch/ribb. UNC 
Campus: Sonja Haynes Stone Cen-
ter, 150 South Rd, Chapel Hill, 962-
9001, www.unc.edu/depts/stone-
center.

Unearthing the Maya: Highlights 
from the George & Melinda Stuart 
Collection. Through Apr 1. UNC 
Campus: Wilson Library, 201 South 
Rd, Chapel Hill.

Journey - works by Peg Bachen-
heimer. Through Mar 31. NC Crafts 
Gallery, 212 W Main St, Carrboro, 
942-4048, www.nccraftsgallery.com, 
Mon-Sat, 10am-6pm, Sun, 1-4pm.

Paintings by Lynne Clarke. Through 
Apr 1. DeWitt Law PLLC, 118 E 
Main St, Carrboro, 338-8200, www.
dewitt-law.com.

Plaster show by Ray Tolan. Through 
Apr 9. Wootini, 200 N Greensboro 
St, Carr Mill Mall, Carrboro, 933-
6061, wootini.com, Mon-Fri, 10am-
8pm, Sat, 10am-6pm, Sun, noon-
5pm.

Water color & pottery by Marcy 
Lansman & Roberta Black. Through 
Mar 31. East End Gallery, The 
ArtsCenter, 300-G E Main St, Car-
rboro, 929-2787, www.artscenter-
live.org, Thu, 4:30-6:30pm, Fri, 6:30-
8:30pm, Sat, 11am-1pm.

Works by NC Wood Workers & 
Wood Turners. Through Mar 31. 
NC Crafts Gallery, 212 W Main St, 
Carrboro, 942-4048, www.nccrafts-
gallery.com, Mon-Sat, 10am-6pm, 
Sun, 1-4pm.

The Arts Commission will hold a 
free grant-writing workshop for 
potential OCAC spring grant ap-
plicants, 7-8:30pm on Thu, Apr 5 at 

the Chapel Hill Public Library. To 
register for this workshop or for 
more information about OCAC 
grants, visit www.artsorange.org or 
contact the Orange County Arts 
Commission at 245-2335.  

Comedy
DSI Comedy Theater - 200 N 
Greensboro St, Ste B-11, Carr Mill 
Mall, Carrboro, 338-8150, www.
dsicomedytheater.com. Harold 
Night. Each week, 2 teams perform 
a 30-min collection of improvised 
scenes & games. Thu, 8pm. $8, free 
for UNC students. 

ComedySportz. Competitive im-
prov for all ages. Fri & Sat, 7:30pm. 
$10, $8 students, www.comedys-
portznc.com. Mister Diplomat. 
Longform improv featuring local 
celebrity guests. Fri, 9:30pm. $8, $6 
students. Improv Jam. professional & 
first-time comedians; jump onstage 
to play games made popular by 
Whose Line Is It Anyway? Fri, 11pm. 
$5. Best Show Ever. All-star come-
dy showcase featuring the best of 
DSI. Sat, 9:30pm. $8, $6 students. 
CageMatch. Competitive longform 
improv; the audience votes & the 
winning team plays the follow-
ing week against a new challenger. 
Sat, 11pm. $5. Standup Comedy. 6 
spots available each month for the 
1st comedians who RSVP, plus 2 
spots for at-the-door sign-up; each 
comic given 6-10 min to rock the 
crowd. RSVP to standup@dsicom-
edytheater.com with your full name 
& phone number. First Sun of every 
month, 9pm. $5.

Comedy Hour – Fourth Sat, 7:30pm. 
Comedy open mic – Fourth Tue, 
7:30-9:30pm. The Cave, 452 1/2 W 
Franklin St, Chapel Hill, 968-9308, 
www.caverntavern.com 

Dance
Contact Improvisation - Improvised 
contact with 1 or more dancers, no 
partner necessary; beginners wel-
come. Sun, 2-4 pm. $5. 967-5321, 
carolinacontact.ods.org. Balanced 
Movement Studio, 304 W Weaver 
St, Carrboro, 942-0240, www.bal-
anced-movement.com.

Free Style - Friday Night Dance Jam 
with eclectic music by DJ Rovnitsky. 

First & Third Fri, 7:30-10:30pm. $5-
8. 929-7325. Balanced Movement 
Studio, 304 W Weaver St, Carrboro, 
942-0240, www.balanced-move-
ment.com.

Contrazz - FootLoose w/ Robert 
Cromartie calling First Fri of every 
month, 7:30-11pm. $8. Carrboro 
Century Center, 100 N Greens-
boro St, Carrboro, 918-7385.

Contra - Bring clean, soft-soled 
shoes; no partner needed, lesson 
7:30. First Sat of every month, 8-
11pm. $8. 932-6050, www.TC-
Dancers.org. Live music & caller. 
Newcomers workshop at 7:30, 
dancing at 8. Sat, Apr 14. $8 dona-
tion. 967-9948, www.csda-dance.
org. Carrboro Century Center, 100 
N Greensboro St, Carrboro, 918-
7385.

Ballroom - Fourth & Fifth Thu, 7-
9:30pm. 933-8982. Chapel Hill Se-
nior Center, 400 S Elliott Rd, Cha-
pel Hill, 968-2070. 

Brazilian - Samba, pagode & forro, 
capoeira; ages 21+. Last Sat, 11pm. 
www.nccapoeira.com/party. Talullas, 
456 W Franklin St, Chapel Hill, 933-
1177, www.talullas.com.

Monet Impressions - Carolina Bal-
let. Sat, Mar 31, 8pm and Sun, Apr 1, 
2pm. UNC Campus: Memorial Hall, 
114 E Cameron Ave, Chapel Hill. 
Tickets 843-3333, www.carolina-
performingarts.org.

Lectures
Chicle Cultural Program - Free and 
open to the public. 101 E Weaver St. 
3rd Floor over Weaver St. Market.
Sun, Apr 15, 5pm, Maria de Bruyn of 
the Carnivore Preservation Trust, 
The Wild Animal Trade. Maria will 
discuss the wild animal trade and 
why there is a need for a place like 
CPT. 

Literary
Market Street Books - Reading and 
signing for Cave Canem’s new poet-
ry anthology, “The Ringing Ear,” with 
Holly Bass, DeLana Dameron, Ebo-
ny Noelle Golden, Lenard D. Moore 
and Valjeanne Jeffers-Thompson, 
Mar 31 at 7pm. Call 919/933-5111 
for more information.

Poetry Event - Local poets read 
from their works. Fri, Apr 13, 12pm, 
Fri, Apr 20 and Fri, Apr 27. Carr-
boro Cybrary, Carrboro Century 
Center, 100 N Greensboro St, Car-
rboro, 918-7387, www.co.orange.
nc.us/library/cybrary.

Movie/Book Group - The Name-
sake by Jhumpa Lahiri, Thu, Apr 12, 
7pm. Carrboro Cybrary, Carrboro 
Century Center, 100 N Greens-

Arts 
Calendar

boro St, Carrboro, 918-7387, www.
co.orange.nc.us/library/cybrary.

Poets Open Mic - Listen to local po-
ets or read from your works. First 
Tue of every month. Info 918-7364. 
Open Eye Cafe, 101 S Greensboro St, 

Carrboro, 968-9410, www.openeye-
cafe.com, Mon-Sat 7am-11pm (Fri & 
Sat midnight), Sun 8am-11pm.

photo BY DoRothEA LANGE
Women Photographers of the FSA: Working in the South. Apr 10, 3:30pm. Room 271, Hamilton Hall. Beverly W. 
Brannan, curator of photography in the prints and photographs division of the Library of Congress, will discuss 
women photographers who worked for the Farm Security Administration (FSA). The photographs produced by 
the FSA during the Great Depression constitute one of America’s greatest artistic legacies. Contact Marcie Co-
hen Ferris at (919) 843-9881 or email ferrism@email.unc.edu for more information.

Building a Movement Community in Carrboro

Classes

Your body was meant to move.

Personal training
Personal training is the key to learning more about your
untapped potential...and we have created a way to make it 
more accessible:  We are now offering several small group
personal training options!

Yoga, Pilates, Hooping, Meditation, Belly Dance, Qigong, 
Funk, Mind Body Circuit, Contact Improv, Capoeria and 
Kids yoga

304 W. Weaver St.
Carrboro, N.C. 27510

www.balanced-movement.com
919.942.0240

One Day Only!
Compost Bin Sale

Featuring the Smith and Hawken “Home Composter”

9am-3pm
(or while supplies last)

Saturday April 7

$39/unit ~ Includes tax

~ Countertop collectors $5 each.
~ Master Gardeners will be on hand to

answer composting questions.

Orange County Solid Waste Management            
(919)968-2788 or email 

recycling@co.orange.nc.us
www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling/

~ Compost aerating tools $10 each

Eubanks Rd. Park 
and Ride Lot
Chapel Hill

page 2 — Wednesday, March 28, 2007                                                                                                                                                            The Carrboro Citizen

HELP WANTED

DELIVERY
CONTRACTOR

The Carrboro Citizen needs 
an enthusiastic, reliable 
person to help us distrib-
ute the newspaper to the 
clamoring masses. You must 
have a van, covered truck 
or large station wagon ca-
pable of carrying 700-1000 
lbs. and you must be avail-
able Wednesday afternoons 
and Thursdays. Some Friday 
work may be necessary. 
Contact Robert Dickson 
at 942-2100 orpublisher@
carrborocitizen.com.



Services have been scheduled for Ja-
son Ray, a member of  UNC’s cheerleading 
team who died this week.

Ray, 21, died this Monday at Hack-
ensack University Medical Center. Ray, a 
UNC senior, was injured in a pedestrian/
vehicle accident in Fort Lee, NJ, before the 
UNC Men’s basketball team game on Fri-
day. He was pronounced dead by doctors 
at 8:38 a.m.

The family will hold a viewing and visi-
tation from 6 to 9 p.m. on Friday, March 
30, at Concord First Assembly in Concord. 
The funeral service is Saturday at 11 a.m., 
also at Concord First Assembly.

Ray was in New Jersey to perform as 
the Tar Heels’ mascot, Rameses, in the 
NCAA Men’s Basketball East Regional 
in East Rutherford on Friday and Sunday. 
Dozens of  family and friends gathered at 
the hospital’s Surgical Intensive Care Unit 
since the accident. 

“Our family would like to thank the 
staff  at Hackensack University Medical 
Center for the compassionate and pro-
fessional care they provided,” said Jason’s 
brother, Allen, speaking on behalf  of  the 
family. “They made this terrible experience 
as tolerable as possible and gave solace to 
our family. We would also like to thank 
the UNC athletic department. Jason was a 
member of  their family, and they extended 
their support to us and provided support 
to our family as we have dealt with this ter-
rible loss. 

“Jason was a wonderful son, brother 
and friend. He leaves behind a legacy of  
friendship, laughter, excitement for life 
and a genuine love for all the people he 
touched during his all-too-short life.” 

In lieu of  flowers, the family asks that 
donations be made to the Jason Kendall 
Ray Memorial Fund, Concord Christian 
Church, 3101 Davidson Highway, Con-
cord, NC 28027. 

“Jason believed in organ donation and 
in the sharing of  the gift of  life,” Allen Ray 
said. “His organs will be donated to the 
Sharing Network of  New Jersey. We hope 
that Jason’s gift will be able to help up to 
50 people in critical need of  transplant.” 

“This is a devastating loss to the Ray 
family and our university community,” said 
director of  athletics Dick Baddour. “Jason 
had many talents. Over the last several 
days, we have heard from so many people 
who said Jason went above the call of  duty 
to brighten their days and make their child 
smile and laugh. He may have performed 
in the anonymity that comes with playing 
the mascot, but his life has had an overt 
and lasting impact on the people whose 
lives he touched. Our hearts and prayers 
again go out to his family and friends in 
this time of  extraordinary grief.” 

Jason was majoring in business admin-
istration with a concentration in marketing 
at UNC’s Kenan-Flagler Business School 
and was working toward a minor in reli-
gious studies. He had played the Ram mas-
cot for the past three seasons. 

“Jason gave Rameses an energy that 
was unique,” said UNC cheerleading coach 
Brown Walters. “He embodied all of  the 
qualities you would want in a team mem-
ber. He was a tremendous ambassador of  
the University of  North Carolina and that 
spirit will live on forever. The Carolina 
Spirit Program has lost a member of  our 
family and he will be deeply missed.” 

“The loss of  Jason Ray will be felt by all 
of  us who love and care about Carolina,” 
said Chancellor James Moeser. “His legacy 
will be one of  caring and joy, of  hard work 
and enthusiasm for life. Susan and I join 
his friends, classmates, teammates and in-
structors, people across the campus and 
far beyond Chapel Hill in wishing his fam-
ily comfort during this time of  profound 
loss.”

“My heart goes out to Jason’s family,” 
said Carolina basketball coach Roy Wil-
liams. “He was an engaging young man 
and a friend to a number of  our players 
and managers. They tell me he was a won-
derful person. Obviously our team is dis-
appointed with the outcome of  Sunday’s 
game, but that pales greatly in comparison 
with the loss the Ray family is dealing with 
today. We ask everyone to remember Jason 
and his family in their prayers.” 

Concord First Assembly is located 
at 150 Warren C. Coleman Boulevard in 
Concord. The phone number is (704) 793-
4740.

Police seek suspect
in RBC robbery attempt

An unidentified black male attempted to rob the 
RBC Centura Bank at 300 Weaver St. at 9:45 a.m. on 
Wednesday. 

According to police reports, the suspect showed the 
teller a black handgun, but the teller did not give him 
any money and he left the bank on foot. The suspect is 
still at large. 

Witnesses described the suspect as having a dark 
complexion, approximately 180 pounds, medium build, 
between 5 feet 11 inches and 6 feet tall, in his 30s, with 
long corn rows or braids and a mustache. He was wear-
ing a hooded grey sweatshirt with a logo on the back 
and dark colored pants. 

Anyone with information related to the attempted 
robbery should contact Investigator Horton at the Car-
rboro Police Department at (919)918-7397 or (919)918-
7408. 

Discussion at Stone Center  
on race and environment

This coming Monday and Tuesday, April 2-3, the UNC In-
stitute of  African American Research will convene a “Race 
and the Environment” conference at the Sonja Haynes 
Stone Center for Black Culture and History. 

Says program coordinator Demetria Howard-Watkins: 
“The conference will provide a forum for scholars to ex-
amine environmental dilemmas through racial contexts, to 
the extent that minority communities bear a disproportion-
ate burden.”

Issues discussed on Monday will include toxic waste, 
deforestation, hog farming, activism and water quality. 
The environmental impact of  Hurricane Katrina will be 
Tuesday’s topic, with sessions on “Post-Katrina Environ-
mental Concerns” and “Fissures in New Orleans Rebuild-
ing Efforts” and a screening of  Spike Lee’s When the Levees 
Broke.

Pre-registration is encouraged. For more information, 
contact Demetria Howard-Watkins at dhwatkins@unc.edu 
or 962-0977.

Composting smart and easy
This Saturday morning, March 31, from 10:00 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m., a free composting demonstration will be held at 
the Community Center Compost Demonstration Site be-
hind the rose garden on Estes Drive. It’s sponsored by the 
Orange County Solid Waste Management Department and 
the Chapel Hill Parks and Rec. Department; no registration 
is required.

Then, the following Saturday, April 7, come on out 
to the Eubanks Road park-and-ride lot from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., where Orange County will be hosting its 7th Annual 
Outdoor Compost Bin Sale. The sale will feature home 
composters – easy-to-assemble cylindrical units approxi-
mately two feet in diameter and three feet tall – for $39 
apiece, tax included, no plastic accepted. These home units 
can be broken down into halves for easy transport.

You’ll also be able to purchase compost aerating tools for 
$10 each and countertop collectors for $5, and composting 
experts will be onsite to answer any of  your questions. 

County names new 
advisory board members

The Board of  County Commissioners on Tuesday made 
new appointments to several county advisory boards, 
including;

•Arts Commission – Lead Rade, Linda Marco, Mary Jane 
Felgenhauer and Shannon Jackson;

•Mebane Planning Board – Thomas Fenske;
•Orange Person Chatham Area Programs Board – Lynn 

Ikenberry.
The board also approved the following reappointments;
•Adult Care Home Community Advisory Committee 

– Peggy Cohn, Jerry Gregory and Frances Kovens;
•Alcoholic Beverage Control Board – Judythe Ding-

felder;
•Arts Commission – Robert Kintz, Rachel Lillis, Lauri 

Alexander, Geoffrey Hathaway, Tammy Lambert and Tyler 
Dockery;

•Commission for the Environment – Floyd Bridgwater;
•Historic Preservation Commission – Alice Remini;
•Orange County Board of  Adjustment – Jeffrey Schmitt;
•Orange County Planning Board – Brian Crawford; and
•Orange Person Chatham Area Programs Board – John 

Stewart.

Students offer money for lights
University students on Monday approached the Chapel 

Hill Town Council with a petition to increase emergency 
call boxes and pedestrian-level lighting in downtown Cha-
pel Hill and offered $80,000 to fund the proposed project. 

The project would include the installation of  emergency 
call boxes at four locations, including the intersections of  
McCauley Street and Ransom Street, Mallette Street and 
Colony Court, Church Street and Short Street and North 
Street and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard. In addition, 
the students proposed the installation of  pedestrian-level 
lights along sidewalks in the Northside district, the Camer-
on-McCauley district and along the sidewalk on E. Rose-
mary Street between Hillsborough and Boundary Streets. 

According to James Allred, university student body presi-
dent and a Chapel Hill native, university student govern-
ment researched the proposal with the Chapel Hill Police 
Department and the Downtown Partnership and has levied 
a fee on university students to fund the project.

The students believe that “this project will improve the 
perception of  safety and reduce crime, both of  which will 
lead student-residents to further take pride in their com-
munity and work to be responsible neighbors,” according 
to Allred.

news briefs
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Town Council agrees to try working 
with UNC on neighborhood committees

CHAPEL HILL—The Chapel Hill Town 
Council agreed to participate in an effort by 
the university to set up two pilot neighbor-
hood committees, a move similar to a system 
looked at during a recent town-gown trip to 
Madison, Wis.

In response to a request from Chancellor 
James Moeser, the council agreed at its meet-
ing Monday night to ask the town’s planning 
board for help in finding volunteers to par-
ticipate in committees reviewing two univer-
sity projects.

Moeser suggested a pilot program fo-
cused on the two projects in a letter sent to 
the council on Feb. 28.

The chancellor wants to set up a neighbor-
hood committee to review the Law School 
expansion on Ridge Road and another com-
mittee to include residents from the Elkin 
Hills neighborhood to review plans for the 
school’s Innovation Center, which is planned 
for the south side of  Estes Drive Extension 
near the Horace Williams Airport.

The idea was not met with immediate en-
thusiasm at the meeting. But Mayor Kevin 
Foy said he thought it was worth trying the 

neighborhood committee system, which is 
used in Madison to get neighbors of  a poten-
tial project involved early on in the process. 
Foy said he thought the council should have 
“some kind of  conduit” to the committees.

Council member Bill Strom said he did 
not think the council, which would likely 
review the projects at some point, should 

have an official representative on the com-
mittee. Buying in to the committee idea, he 
said, might imply that the council endorses 
the project.

Council member Cam Hill agreed, saying 
he did not think the council’s involvement 
in the neighborhood committees would be 
a good idea. He also objected to Moeser’s 
comment last year during the Madison trip, in 
which the chancellor said he liked the com-
mittees because they might prevent “free-
lance dissenters” from stopping or slowing 
a project.

“Freelance dissent is what Chapel Hill is 
all about,” Hill said. “Why would we want to 
blunt that?

The council voted 6 to 2 in favor of  ask-
ing the planning board to consider sending 
a representative to the neighborhood com-
mittee meetings for the two projects. The 
council would receive reports on the meet-
ings through its regular updates from the 
planning board.

In other action Monday night, the coun-
cil:

• Reviewed plans for a proposed develop-
ment moratorium for properties on the north 
side of  Chapel Hill. The council set May 7 as 
the date for a public hearing and asked town 
manager Roger Stancil to prepare options in-
cluding a moratorium or, short of  that, down 
zoning parcels to give the council more time 
to draft new development strategies for the 
area (see Moratorium story, page 1);

• Agreed to dissolve the town’s Million 
Solar Roofs committee and reconstitute it 
as one of  the town’s permanent citizen ad-
visory boards. The new group will be called 
the Town of  Chapel Hill Sustainability Com-
mittee;

• Agreed to make parking free through-
out May at the Wallace Parking Deck on 
Rosemary Street.

By Kirk Ross
Staff  Writer

  Freelance dissent is what 
Chapel Hill is all about. 

— Cam Hill

The Orange County Assembly of  Gov-
ernments will convene on Thursday for 
the assembly’s quarterly meeting. The town 
boards of  Carrboro, Chapel Hill and Hills-
borough and the Orange County Board of  
Commissioners will discuss:

•Sustainable economic development 
– The county’s Economic Development 
Commission will provide to the boards an 
update on the commission’s five-year stra-
tegic plan in addition to an overview of  
the county’s three economic development 
districts;

•Sustaining and maintaining afford-
able housing – The Orange Community 
Housing and Land Trust will present to the 
boards the results of  an analysis of  the vi-
ability of  the land trust model and the chal-
lenges with long-term maintenance of  land 
trust properties, which indicate the need to 

revise the model;
•Shearon Harris – The Nuclear Regula-

tory Commission has refused to consider 
the county’s request to expand the safety 
planning zone around the plant without 
data indicating the need for the expansion, 
and the boards will consider additional 
strategies to address the safety issues at 
Shearon Harris; and 

•Future school site collaboration, place-
ments and land-banking – The County/
Schools Collaboration Work Group has 
drafted a letter to the mayors of  the county 
towns detailing a formal process of  school 
site collaboration, which the boards will re-
view. 

The Assembly of  Governments meets 
on March 29 at 7:30 p.m. at the Southern 
Human Services Center in Chapel Hill. 

Assembly of Governments, Thursday, March 29

agendas

Chapel Hill criminal-defense attorney 
J. Kirk Osborn died in the early hours of  
Sunday morning. He suffered a massive 
heart attack on Friday and had been admit-
ted to UNC Hospitals. He was 64.

Osborne was known for keeping a re-
markably low profile given the extraordi-
narily high visibility of  several of  the cases 
in which he served as defense attorney. He 
was equally known for his tenacity in the 
courtroom.

“I’ve heard him described [since his 
death] as a ‘warrior for justice,’” said Supe-
rior Court judge and former district attor-
ney Carl Fox, “and certainly he was that. 
But he was a lot more.”

Though Fox and Osborn faced each 
other in the courtroom dozens of  times 
– Fox as DA, Osborn as attorney for the 
defense – all adversarial impulses were left 
on the premises.

“We both always understood it was 
business,” said Fox. “Kirk used to call it 
‘teeing it up.’ ‘If  we can’t agree,’ he’d say, 
‘let’s tee it up.’”

Among his more famous defendants 
was, most recently, Reade Seligmann, one 
of  three Duke University lacrosse players 
charged with sexually assaulting a Durham 
woman. Osborn and co-counsel Ernest 
“Buddy” Conner presented documents 
indicating that Seligmann was not on the 
premises at the time the attack had alleg-
edly occurred, a pivotal development in 
the case, which was subsequently turned 
over to the state attorney general’s office.

As the story played out in the press, 
Seligmann came to gain considerable pub-
lic support. Such, said Fox, wasn’t often 
the case with those Osborn defended.

By and large, Fox observed, the public 
wasn’t very sympathetic to the people Kirk 
Osborn defended.

Osborn defended, in 1995, Wendell 
Williamson, who was charged with two 
counts of  first-degree murder after fir-
ing hundreds of  rounds of  ammunition 
from an M-1 rifle at passersby in down-
town Chapel Hill, near the intersection of  
Henderson and Franklin. Williamson was 
found not guilty by reason of  insanity.

He defended George Burke, who in 
1986 was charged with first degree murder 
after a shooting outside a Chapel Hill bar. 
Burke too was found not guilty by reason 
of  insanity.

And Osborn also handled the appeal 
of  Kathryn Dawn Wilson, a defendant in 
the highly publicized Little Rascals trial, 
in which the owners and operators of  a 
day-care center in Edenton were accused 
of  habitual child abuse. Wilson had been 
given a life sentence; her charges were 
eventually dismissed.

“A lot of  these people were accused 
of  doing some very bad things,” said Fox. 
“But he gave them the best representa-
tion he could,” regardless, he added, “of  
whether they were paying or not; regard-
less of  how they were perceived by the 
public.

“I really admired that.”
Osborn served on the board of  the 

Durham-based Fair Trial Initiative – a 
nonprofit that challenges death sentences 
in cases in which the defense was perceived 
as being incompetent or inadequate. He 
frequently represented capital case defen-
dants, none of  whom were sent to death 
row.

Osborn is survived by his wife, Tania, 
and two daughters.

Kirk Osborn 
dies at 64
By Taylor Sisk
Staff  Writer

Services set for Jason Ray
unc news services



Recently, NPR’s Terry Gross 
commented to The New York 
Review of  Books that it’s hard 
to interview writers who say 
they’re motivated by the urge to 
“tell stories.” She says that very 
often that’s all there is. They’re 
full up; they spill. If  they’re tal-
ented enough, we read. In Sacred 
Games, the enormous new novel 
by Vikram Chandra, we read 
compulsively, unable to put the 
book down.

Sacred Games was preceded 
by the sort of  respectful ex-
citement in the industry that 
indicates that while the book’s  
a page-turner, it’s very, very 
smart and will require smart 
and patient readers, and thus 
the readership isn’t guaranteed. 
The novel thrills (an important 
thread of  the story pits Hindu 
and Muslim mafia dons against 
each other), but will the height-
ened feeling alone keep us read-
ing? Will we have the fortitude 
to handle the political history, 
the religious philosophy, the 
massive information of  Sacred 
Games? Not to worry. Once you 
open it, it owns you.

The setting is Mumbai, to-
day. The plot alternates grace-
fully between Sartaj Singh, an 
angsty Sikh detective, and his 
prey, the exuberant Ganesh 
Gaitonde, self-made man and 
India’s criminal mastermind. 
Like the depressed Thai detec-
tive Sonchai Jitpleecheep from 
John Burdett’s Bangkok series, 
Detective Singh is not immune 
to the violence that’s part of  the 
job, while the criminal Ganesh 
doesn’t much mind it. But wait 
right there. Dismissing this book 
as a crime novel is like calling 
Crime and Punishment a thriller. 

Sacred Games is the definition 

of  a psychological novel: These 
characters don’t drink a cup of  
chai without investigating their 
motivations, locating their ac-
tions on the Great Wheel, hon-
ing their moral imperatives. Is it 
possible to shrug off  our hold 
on this small thing called our 
life? Is that the natural effect 
of  aging? Is it wrong to strive? 
Does it make you less human, 
or more? Questions like these 
are scattered across the fabric 
of  the narrative like so many 
tiny mirrors on an embroidered 
orange cloth. 

Someone once said that 
magenta is the business-like 
navy-blue of  India. Sacred Games 
is brightened by a fantastic ar-
ray of  cultural minutiae: Bol-
lywood song lyrics; food that 
makes you sweat; the combined 
scents of  petrol and jasmine; 
botoxed sexpots versus 6-year-
olds who call the street corner 
their bedroom. The act of  read-
ing this book opens your inner 
eye wide to the textures of  the 
country, especially to Chandra’s 
beloved Mumbai and its sub-
urbs, but beyond that as well: 
the contours of  the landscape, 
the mountains, the dirt-farms, 
the barely controlled gorgeous 
chaos. Chandra’s what-would-
otherwise-be-arrogance (except 
he gets away with it so com-
pletely) of  peppering his book 
until it’s hot with Hindi, Pun-
jabi and other Indian languages 
(hence the glossary) reminds me 
of  Cormac McCarthy’s Spanish 
dialogue in his Border Trilogy. It’s 
like living abroad: the context’s 
the thing, and besides, the lan-
guage makes you feel like you’re 
there. 

At the heart of  Sacred Games 
is the Hindu-Muslim conflict, 
and what it means historically 
and what it means today. Paki-
stan’s right there, a border away. 
Like the great Rohinton Mistry’s 
A Fine Balance, the conflict is 

muddled and then clarified and 
then re-muddled, just as con-
flicts always are. Sartaj Singh’s 
Ma, who retains a secret from 
the riots of  her youth, puts it so: 
“These Muslims will never let us 
live in peace.” When reprimand-
ed by her politically correct son, 
she rejoinders: “You don’t know 
these people. They are just dif-
ferent from us. We will never let 
them live in peace either.” 

Sacred Games is huge—as big 
as ambition, as consuming as 
love, as deep as compassion and 
as grand as India itself. Open 
your heart to it, bhai, and it will 
absorb you.

As Dave Cook engagingly 
describes in The Piedmont Alma-
nac, “There is something con-
clusive about the day the old 
brown beech leaves fall.” Dave’s 
observation is for the fourth 
week of  March — and he is 
right on target for this seasonal 
occurrence in our local Pied-
mont region around Carrboro 
and Chapel Hill.

It took me more than two 
decades to become aware of  
this recurring seasonal phe-
nomenon. Ten years ago, while 
driving into town, I realized that 
the beautiful pale copper-brown 
leaves that had been clinging to 
the low horizontal branches of  
a grove of  beech trees the eve-
ning before were suddenly ab-
sent, having overnight carpeted 
the forest floor. That morning 
10 years ago was April 1, an 
easy date to remember. I was 
so intrigued by that observation 
that I made a mental note to be 
acutely watchful of  the lingering 
beech tree leaves in future years 
to determine whether or not an 
April 1 overnight dropping of  
beech leaves is one of  those ac-
tions to anticipate as regularly 
as the return of  the swallows or 
that reappearance of  the hum-
mingbird with the opening of  
the first columbine flower.

I haven’t maintained a precise 
journal, but my recollections of  
observations over the past ten 

years do note that an overnight 
drop of  beech leaves has indeed 
occurred on the eve of  April 1, 
give or take one day.

While walking two Sun-
days ago along the Bolin Creek 
through the University’s Horace 
Williams Tract and Carrboro’s 
Adams tract to enjoy the peak 
displays of  numerous wildflow-
ers, I was startled to realize that 
the forest floor was carpeted 
with a fresh covering of  beech 
leaves, an entire two weeks be-
fore my, by now, anticipated 
sacred date of  April 1. How 
could this be? My very own little 

scientific observation of  a few 
years suddenly shattered.  But 
wait — there may be some ex-
planation for this irregularity. I 
noticed that in spite of  the fresh 
carpet of  beech leaves on the 
ground, there was still a dramat-
ic display of  beech leaves cling-
ing in profusion along the limbs 
and branches of  the beech trees 
throughout the forest. That re-
cent fresh carpeting of  beech 
leaves must have resulted from 
the previous evening’s heavy 
rain and wind dislodging those 
leaves less inclined to hang firm 
until April Fool’s eve.

So here’s a challenge for you. 
Make your own set of  observa-
tions. Locate a grove of  young 

beech trees in your favorite 
wooded area and take note of  
those leaves each morning and 
each evening during this next 
week. Note the day or night that 
they drop, seemingly all at once. 
Will it be April 1 again this year?  
And be aware of  your sensation. 
I suspect that as you observe this 
seasonal event you will sense, as 
does Dave Cook, that indeed: 
“There is something conclusive 
about the day the old brown 
beech leaves fall.”  

What that conclusiveness 
may be for each of  us will vary.  
But I can tell you for certain that 

if  by the day of  the beech leaf  
drop, you have not allowed time 
for a walk in the woods, you will 
have already missed this year’s 
peak display of  carpets of  Trout 
Lilies (Erythronium america-
num) and the isolated patches 
of  Liverwort (Hepatica ameri-
cana) and scattered Spicebushes 
(Lindera benzion), where they 
have not been displaced by the 
two nuisance exotic invasive 
shrubs, Chinese Privet (Ligus-
trum sinense) and Autumn 
Olive (Eleagnus umbellata). 
There is still time, however, to 
get out into the fields and for-
ests to enjoy clumps of  Wild 
Ginger (Hexastylis virginica 

and H. arifolia), little patches of  
Windflower (Thalictrum thalic-
troides) and carpets of  Spring 
Beauty (Claytonia virginica) and 
so many other wildflowers to 
appear as the season progresses. 
One need not travel far to en-
joy North Carolina wildflow-
ers. They occur in profusion 
all around us in our own local 
fields and forests. Give yourself  
a healthy break—take a weekly 

woods walk and enjoy the na-
ture around you.

And, here are two more sea-
sonal notes recalled from so 
many past years: Look for the 
peak flowering of  our Dogwood 
(Cornus florida) to be centered 
around April 10. And I’ll pre-
dict that one of  the most bone-
chilling days of  the spring will 
be one of  those three days of  
the first full weekend in April. 

It always has been, so I expect 
it again.  But who knows, this 
year, perhaps not. That’s for you 
to observe.

Erica Eisdorfer has managed the 
Bull’s Head Bookshop on UNC’s 
campus for almost 20 years. She has 
written for Travel & Leisure and 
edited Carolina: Photographs 
from the First State University, 
published by the UNC Press. She 
reviewed books for WUNC radio for 
seven years. . . . Into Our Calendars

Free every Wednesday.  Where you live.

art events & openings • club events
church happenings • car washes

dog washes • cat washes
bike races • foot races • pig races

contra dances • square dances • senior dances
support groups • book groups • knitting groups

Carrboro’s Community Newspaper

send your stuff to calendar@carrborocitizen.com

106 S. Greensboro St.  Downtown Carrboro  919.932.7600  www.fifthseasongardening.com

3
Spring has almost sprung and it's time to prepare your garden. Visit Fifth Season for organic soils, 
compost, manure, worm castings, greensand, bone meal, and many other fine soil amendments. We 
offer certified organic seeds from Seeds of Change and High Mowing Seeds and seed starting kits 
to get your seeds germinating. Garden right this Spring with Fifth Season!

DO YOUR GARDEN RIGHT THIS SPRING

Organic Seeds & Plant Starts

Organic Soil & Amendments

Ceramic Pots & Container Gardening

Heirloom Tools

LANDSCAPE & GARDEN DESIGN SERVICES USING ORGANIC PRODUCTS
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Take a Walk in the Woods and pay attention to the Beech Leaves

photo by ken moore
Beech leaves hanging on at Morgan Creek.

flora
By Ken Moore

Chandra’s latest is hard to put down

Books
By Erica Eisdorfer

Sacred Games
By Vikram Chandra
Published by HarperCollins
January 2007

Longtime resident Ken Moore 
retired as assistant director of  the 
N.C. Botanical Garden in 2003 
and now enjoys part-time work and 
volunteering in and around Carr-
boro and Chapel Hill.

There is something conclusive about the day 
the old brown beech leaves fall.  

 
— Dave Cook

Hill-Carrboro Chamber of  
Commerce, said the chamber 
has had a serious debate over 
the merits and downsides of  
the moratorium. While the goals 
are laudable, he said, chamber 
members wanted the board to 
consider something short of  a 
moratorium.

Carrboro Planning Board 
chair James Carnahan said the 
moratorium was an essential step 
in helping implement the town’s 
original plan for the area, which 
advocates denser development 
and commercial spaces. Changing 
land use patterns, he said, 
represents the community’s 

response to the latest thinking 
about global warming.

“I want to see something 
done about it in our community,” 
Carnahan said.

The move by Carrboro came 
less than 24 hours after the Chapel 
Hill Town Council scheduled a 
public hearing for May 7 on its 
plans to consider a moratorium 
for northern areas under its 
jurisdiction.

For the Carrboro moratorium 
to take effect, the Orange County 
board of  commissioners must 
also agree to a moratorium. Of  the 
3,700 acres under consideration, 
most of  the remaining developable 
land is under a joint planning 
agreement between the county 
and Carrboro.

In other action Tuesday night 

the board unanimously approved 
a request to split a 10-acre parcel 
off  of  Fayetteville Road into two 
five-acre parcels. Residents of  
the Swansea Lane subdivision 
had complained that Philip 
Marshall and Caroline Wallner’s  
plan, which includes setting up a 
small organic farm on one of  the 
parcels violated their subdivisions 
covenants.

Town Attorney Mike Brough 
told board members that state 
law does not allow them to use 
the covenant rules to reject the 
proposal. Brough also noted that 
the board was bound to rule only 
on the request to subdivide the 
lot. Any request for the farm use 
or for the housing on the property 
would come separately.

vote
froM pagE 1

Marcoplos Construction

Incorporating active and passive solar technologies
earth friendly & non-toxic materials b natural lighting 

water conservation b energy efficiency

www.MarcoplosConstruction.com
968-0056  Marcoplos@bellsouth.net

Advanced Green Building

SHOP CARRBORO FIRST
IT’S YOUR TOWN. SUPPORT IT.
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Frank Cole
Building Company, Inc.

A full-service contractor committed to quality 
custom home construction since 1984.

We excel in new home construction from the 
low-mid to high-end price range as well as in 
major additions and remodels.

Comfort, air quality and energy efficiency 
form the foundation for our approach to
building science. 

101 Center Street, Carrboro NC 27510
942.3392 fax 942.5771

www.buildyourdream.com

Chatham Habitat for Humanity sets a brisk pace
Home Store doing well, but the group needs more volunteers for projects

PITTSBORO — In a little neighborhood 
not far from George Moses Horton Middle 
School, the sounds of  the weekend include 
hammers and circular saws. Last weekend 
there also were the sounds of  music, 
speeches and cheers.

That’s because Chatham County Habitat 
for Humanity turned the keys over to new 
homeowners Javier and Alma Benítez. 
There were balloons for the kids, plenty of  
food on the grill and a lot of  smiles. And 
around the corner the work kept going.

The Cornwallis Road neighborhood off  
of  U.S. 15-501 has been one of  Chatham 
Habitat’s longest running efforts. The 
organization has dedicated more than a 
dozen homes there in the last decade.

Bob Ligett, a Habitat board member 
and construction volunteer, said the 
organization fills a growing need in 
Chatham County that might not be so 
apparent at first glance.

“People see all these new developments 
coming along and they don’t realize that you 
don’t have to get very far away from it to 
see real pockets of  need here,” he said.

Ligett said Habitat’s store, perhaps the 
most public face of  the organization, has 
been a real success, combining a home-
furnishing store with another that specializes 
in recycling construction materials. Earlier 
this month, the store moved more than 
$12,000 in carpet tiles on Ebay in one day; 
the tiles had been salvaged from an RTP 
refurbishment.

“The store’s doing pretty well,” 
Ligett said. “What we really need are 
volunteers.”

The Chatham branch of  Habitat—the 
organization is organized by county—has 
a little more trouble tapping the poll of  
university volunteers than it’s neighbor in 
Orange County, he said. “We have to work 
a little bit harder.”

More volunteers would mean a shorter 
building cycle.

UNC student Colin Rumbley, who 
signed up to help through a campus bible 
study group, said adding to the crews would 
help. It’s rewarding work and it gets you 
outside.

“It’s a nice day to be out here,” he said 
during a break at the sawing station.

Rumbley was one of  a handful working 
on Chatham Habitat’s model sustainable 
home. The house, designed by N.C. State 
graduate students, won state and national 
competitions for energy efficiency.

Brennan Less, an AmeriCorps worker 
assigned to the project, said the design 
should help make the home even more 
affordable. The design features a bank of  
south-facing windows, stained concrete 
floors and solid concrete-block interior 
walls to absorb heat. As the project takes 
shape, Less said he is constantly impressed 
by the design.

“They used a 25-inch overhang,” he said. 
He motioned to the base of  an interior wall 
near the row of  windows facing south. 
“That means in the summer, when the sun is 
at it’s highest, it only comes up to here.”

Chatham Co. Habitat for Humanity

Phone: 542-0794 (office) 
542-0788 (Store)
Web: www.chathamhabitat.org

The Home Store and Home Store Too is 
located at 467 West St. in Pittsboro. Hours 
are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday, 
and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday.

Note: One of  the common misconceptions about 
Habitat is that it gives houses away. Under the 
Habitat model, owners must provide sweat equity. 
The houses are purchased at cost with an additional 
second mortgage that makes up the difference between 
appraised value and cost due at sale should the 
owners decide to eventually sell the house.

By KirK ross

Staff  Writer

photos by kirk ross
Colin Rumbley, a UNC student from Charlotte, operates the cutting station on the job site of 
Chatham County Habitat for Humanity’s new energy saving home project.

Javier and Alma Benítez at the front door to 
their new home in Pittsboro.

The family of  Doris Lohr 
Mabe Wood, 80, would like to 
celebrate her peaceful passing 
on March 24, 2007 in Virginia 
Beach, VA.

Doris was a homemaker and 
proud of  her years of  service 
as a school bus driver for the 
City of  Chesapeake, VA. Doris 
was twice widowed; widow of  
James Lee Wood and previously 
of  James Roy Mabe.

Doris was born to the late 
Hubert D. Lohr and Bercella 
Heilig Lohr of  High Point. 
She was preceded in death 
by her son, Skeeter L. Wood; 
two sisters, Mary McCasland 
and Margaret Skeeters; and 
two brothers, Dale and David 
Lohr.

She is survived by her 
daughter, Shirley Blount and 
her husband Donald, of  
Virginia Beach; two sons, 
Douglas L. Mabe and his wife 
Deborah, of  Mebane, and 
James D. Wood and his wife 
Wendy of  Gloucester, VA; 
as well as George Inscoe, her 
loving, devoted and caring 

companion, of  Chapel Hill; 
eight grandchildren, Jeffrey 
Rowe, Thomas Rowe and wife 
Belinda, Amy Mabe, Dana Har-
rison and husband Aron, Sarah 
Wood, Kayla Wood, Amber 
Wood and Taylor Wood; four 
great grandchildren, Corbin 
and Brysen Harrison, Haley 
Lap and Thomas Rowe; one 
sister, Judy Johns; and seven 
brothers, Jack, Donald, Ken-
neth, William, Earl, Larry and 
Garland Lohr; and also her 
loving and caring friend, Robin 
Wood Copeland.

Visitation was Tuesday 
evening, March 27, at Walker’s 
Funeral Home, and funeral 
services were held at Bethel 
Baptist Church, Wednesday, 
March 28, Burial followed at 
1:00 p.m. at Guilford Memorial 
Park, 6000 High Point Road, 
Greensboro. Hollomon-Brown 
Funeral Home, Bayside Chapel 
is handling local arrangements. 
Condolences may be offered to 
the family at www.hollomon-
brown.com.

obituary
Doris Lohr Mabe Wood

Interwoven
this scenario anticipates 
development running north-
south along the Crow branch 
watershed. planners note that 
an “integrated restoration 
strategy” should be put in 
place for the stream. transit 
would run through the center 
of the development, and the 
street would be shared with 
cars. “reservoirs” of parking 
would be spaced throughout 
the development.

Grid
this scenario is similar to 
Centers in land use, but 
concentrates development 
in blocks. it includes a transit 
route along the main east-west 
road through the development 
— including cars — and has 
integrated parking in the 
blocks.
 

Centers
Under this plan, 
development is focused 
along a central “spine,” 
which runs roughly east to 
west. transit of some kind 
would run along the spine, 
separated from cars. there 
would be parking “reservoirs” 
on the perimeter.

Carolina North Scenarios

scenarios
from page 1

eubanks
from page 1

outpatient home monitoring and new 
storm forecasting and the UNC Institute 
for the Environment about a community 
carbon reduction project and energy 
research.

What the three plans have in common 

is that they each disturb roughly 250 acres 
of  land and focus development along the 
flat airport land and the area near Martin 
Luther King Boulevard now occupied 
by the town’s public works department. 
All three plans also make use of  the rail 
corridor that runs along Seawell School 
Road.

Two of  the plans, Centers and Grid, 
concentrate development closer to Estes 
Drive Extension and the airport land. The 

other, Interwoven, shows a road network 
and development extending north through 
the site. 

The three concepts, along with public 
comments on them, will be available on 
the university’s Carolina North Web site 
carolinanorth.unc.edu.

Kirk Ross can be reached at 
editor@carrborocitizen.com.

corrections
A story about a ride-along with Carrboro police contained sections 
that did not happen or happened on a different night.
The author of  the story did not help police direct traffic as 
reported and an incident with a person who spray-painted a 
driveway took place on an earlier evening — not during the 
ride-along. The Citizen regrets the error. An apology about the 
story is in Letters to the Editor on Page 7.

The names of  Board of  Aldermen member Jacquie Gist’s and 
Yep Roc’s Tor Hansen were misspelled.

The final row of  clues were left off  of  the Sudoku answer. 
Fortunately, it was an easy one.

could not address this matter 
sooner,” she said. 
Rachel Clayton, a resident of  
a neighborhood near one of  
the U.S. 70 sites, said she didn’t 
think any of  the considered 
sites should have been used for 
a transfer station.

“I don’t think anyone that’s 
in a residential section should 
have to have this facility in 
their area.” 

In other county business, 

the commissioners approved 
an inter-local agreement with 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 
Schools to establish a 40-year 
lease agreement and agency 
agreement for the construction 
of  Elementary School 10. The 
school is scheduled to open 
in 2008.
Susan Dickson can be reached at 
susan@carrborocitizen.com.

Get Free home delivery of
The Carrboro Citizen

subscribe at
www.carrborocitizen.com
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As veteran Chapel Hill journalist 

Roland Giduz reminded me last 
week, I began my newspaper 

career by hawking his short-lived but 
zesty Chapel Hill News Leader around town 
at the tender age of  8. (The irony is, the 
News Leader was published out of  the 
present location of  Sid’s Surplus, right 
there in Carrboro! Feels like déjà vu all 
over again.)

As I grew older and stronger, able 
to tote more papers, so grew my paper 
route. By the time I “retired” at age 15, 
I had three paper routes — prompting 
legendary Chapel Hill Weekly editor Jim 
Shumaker to quip memorably, “Jock, 
you’re making more money than my 
reporters!” (which was probably truer 
than I suspected at the time.)

But that would not be the end of  my 
“newsboy” days. By my 20s I was a co-
founding editor-publisher of  a pair of  
community newspaper in Western North 
Carolina. But don’t think for a minute I 
had turned into what my mama used to 
call “Mr. Big Britches.”

As any small-town editor/publisher 
knows, when Aunt Sadie calls up and says 
she didn’t get “her paper,” you’re still a 
paperboy, regardless of  your Rotary Club 
status in town.

Not long ago, as I hit AARP age status, 
I began to get this premonition that I’d be 
delivering newspapers again some day. But 
it wasn’t until last week that I “returned 
to my routes,” as it were.

I’m gonna lay the blame squarely on the 
shoulders of  Robert “Bubba” Dickson 
of  Carrboro, who along with editor Kirk 
Ross last week launched The Citizen, a new 
community newspaper for Carrboro.

Since I’m all about community 
newspapers, I had to be there. I couldn’t 
stand NOT witnessing just a little of  the 
insanity of  a start-up; moth to the flame, 
I had to get my fix of  that crazy energy. 
So I stopped by The Carrboro Citizen 
office at 309 Weaver Street last Thursday, 
expecting to just take photos of  the happy 
publisher returning with his inaugural run 
of  papers. I even thought it would be cool 
to accompany Dickson around town as 

he made his first deliveries.
Sure enough, when Bubba arrived 

from the printers, loaded with papers and 
grins, it was a treat to watch the high-fives 
and hugs, the happy exclamations of  joy 
and relief  that Vol. 1 No. 1 was finally 
out, by golly, after several sleepless nights. 
I know that feeling so well, and I count 
myself  fortunate to have been there last 
Thursday to witness the party.

But then it was time to get down to 
the practicality of  delivering the papers. 
Kirk was carrying bundles here; Bubba 
was heading out there. And it became 
instantly clear to me how I could best 
help this fledgling start-up: I would 
deliver papers.

It’s important to know that The Citizen 
has a fairly unique home delivery vision. If  
you want free home delivery, you have to 
ask for it. (Carrborocitizen.com and click 
on the top right saffron box.) This delivery 
model may strike some as bizarre, but it 
fits with Bubba and Kirk’s vision of  The 
Citizen being a “sustainable community 
paper,” which is to say, one that reflects 
the environmentally conscious nature of  
Carrboro. So, with The Citizen there will 
be no “driveway rot.”

That’s all well and good, but who’s 
gonna figure out where those first 20 
readers live? 

Moi, that’s who, I decided, rolling up 
my sleeves and wrapping newspapers 

with rubber bands for the first time in, 
oh, say, 30 years. I know it may sound 
sick, but I do dearly love the scent and 
feel of  good old honest printers ink on 
my fingers.

“Betcha never thought you’d be 
delivering newspapers again,” kidded 
James Harris when I stopped by the 
Town Hall with a stack of  Citizens under 
my arm. Nor did I expect I’d get help 
from the affable director of  economic 
and community development, who along 
with Drew Cummings, assistant to the 
town manager, helped me track down 
unknown street names. 

And into those streets I went, wishing 
I were aboard a Schwinn instead of  
a Honda, reminded of  how rich a 
community’s life is when witnessed 
from the unique perspective of  a 
paperboy quietly plying the backstreets 
of  his community. Vignettes of  Carrboro 
flashed before me at every turn:

Kids shooting hoops on Lynn 
Drive, young mothers out walking their 
toddlers in strollers along Hillsborough 
Road, women jogging confidently along 
Greensboro Street, school kids walking 
home along Shelton Street, a funky jazz 
band wailing on the Weaver Street Lawn, a 
couple working in their yard on Rainbow 
Drive. Everywhere the peaceful rhythm 
of  a community winding down on a lovely 
spring afternoon.

Maybe I should have been back in my 
office at the university. I’m sure there was 
some academic proceeding that I was 
missing. Perhaps I should have been doing 
some research on journalism, or writing 
a scholarly paper on the decline of  the 
American newspaper industry.

No, I think I should have been 
delivering papers.

PINIONO
Moratoriums are, as Planning Board chair James 

Carnahan put it, “a crude tool.” Crude, but effective. And, 
sometimes, entirely necessary to give a local government 
time to adjust to meet a demand not anticipated.

They are also all the rage this spring in Orange County. 
Carrboro signed on to the idea on Tuesday and, should 
the Board of  County Commissioners agree, the six-month 
clock would start ticking in mid-April.

In early May, Chapel Hill is scheduled to consider a 
moratorium of  its own.

The focus for all these public bodies is what can 
happen as growth pushes farther into undeveloped or 
under-developed areas north of  the town.

That the area south of  Interstate 40 would fill in has 
been known — and planned for — since the completion 
of  the highway was just a gleam in the eye of  NC DOT 
engineers.

The corridor that runs from Sare Road, though Weaver 
Dairy Road and extension and on to Homestead Road 
has been envisioned by planners as a major northern 
transportation route since the 1980s. And Carrboro has 
held decades of  discussions on the future of  the town’s 
northern transition area.

But it is walk-the-walk time here and for our neighbors 
next door. Should the county agree and Chapel Hill 
also sign on, both towns will need to work quickly to 
shape market forces that left unaltered promise to turn 
the northern region into a patchwork of  suburban 
subdivisions with large lots, large homes and a dearth of  
commercial opportunities.

Six months is not a long time, but the plans and the 
strategies are already on the table. The key will be making 
them happen and trying to impress upon developers that 
density and mixed-use are the way to go.

Step one in getting developers’ attention happened 
Tuesday night — albeit with a crude tool.

How it’s done
We’re sure you’ll agree; Monday was an awfully nice day 

for a conservation easement dedication.
Anytime we can put a little buffer between what washes 

off  our lawns and roadways and the streams that feed 
ours and others water supply, we’re better off. As any 
young sciencist from Frank Porter Graham Elementary 
School will tell you, just take a look at the benthic 
macroinvertebrates.

Of  course, the little path that will someday wend its 
way from Merritt Pasture to Smith Level Road is likely to 
be seen as much more. This is open rebellion against the 
tyranny of  the automobile — a suburban to urban pathway 
that connects an area that has filled out in the last decade. 
This is a corridor that affords safe crossing of  U.S. 15-501 
and a safe bikeway and path to three schools. It connects 
neighborhoods long-split by Fordham Boulevard and links 
Southern Village and Culbreth and, someday, will continue 
with a bike and pedestrian path into the towns.

The new greenway is an example of  the kind of  
partnership between governments, agencies and non-
profits that leverages that ever-shrinking amount of  land 
available for conservation. Most importantly this is a 
promise kept — a promise that a vision this community 
had decades ago of  a transportation and greenway network 
that is off  the grid in a different way.

Final loss
The final loss of  the Men’s basketball season was the 

hardest to take of  them all. It happened not on the court, 
but in a hospital room far from campus.

If  you ever watched Jason Ray make his rounds as 
Rameses during half-time or a long break in a game, you 
saw how the children flocked to his side as parents filmed 
away. He understood that cheering on the team was one 
part of  the job, but that being there for the kids was just 
as important. He was patience personified with a real heart 
for the job and he left us far too soon.

Flux up yonder

jock lauterer

Dear Carrboro,
You can take the boy out of the paper, but ...

Governor Mike Easley has had better 
months, and the way he responds to a 
recent flurry of  bad news may define 
his last two years in office.  Easley 
presented his budget to state lawmakers 
in late February, touting his proposal to 
remove more than half  a million of  the 
state’s poorest taxpayers from the tax 
rolls and to reduce taxes for another 
600,000 people.

But a report from the N.C. Justice 
Center found that Easley’s plan would 
actually eliminate state income taxes 
for 71,000 people, not the 500,000 
the governor suggested. Easley’s staff  
mounted a semantic defense in the 
media, saying his plan would cover that 
“universe of  people.” The controversy 
has subsided for now, but is likely to 
return when the legislative staff  analyzes 
Easley’s plan as lawmakers debate it.

Easley’s budget that called for major 
investments in education and economic 
development also touched off  a 
controversy by including only $5 million 
for mental health services, when a 
consultant hired by his own Department 
of  Health and Human Services said the 
system needed an infusion of  billions 
of  dollars, not millions.

Rep. Verla Insko, a leader in the 
General Assembly on mental health 
issues, recently introduced legislation 
that would allocate $190 million to 
the mental health system next year. 
Easley’s response continues to be 
that $5 million is all the Department 
asked for, reinforcing the view among 
many advocates for the mentally ill 
that the Administration does not view 

helping people with mental illness as 
a priority.

The N.C. Justice Center touched off  
more criticism of  the administration 
with a report last week that questions the 
models that the Commerce Department 
uses to predict the economic benefits 
of  business incentive packages. The 
report said the tax breaks given to Dell 
mean the plant will ultimately have a 
negative economic impact on the state 
of  as much as $70 million.

Easley’s Commerce Department 
said the plant would mean an economic 
benefit to the state of  more than 
$700 million. Administration officials 
are adamantly defending their rosy 
projections, but there has been no 
thorough legislative debate about the 
discrepancy, though the public deserves 
one.

The problems aren’t all just about 
taxes and economic forecasts. The News 
and Observer’s editorial page, generally 
sympathetic to Easley’s priorities, 
blasted him this week about his lack of  
attention to the state’s juvenile justice 
system. A recent audit found numerous 
problems with state institutions for 
juvenile offenders, including unsafe 
conditions and unusually high staff  
turnover.

The editorial asks in its headline, 
“where is the Governor?” not 
exactly the kind of  publicity Easley’s 
public relations staff  was seeking.  
But,fundamentally, it is the question 
at the heart of  many of  the criticisms 
of  Easley’s administration—that 
despite a commendable commitment 
to education and bringing jobs to the 
state, Easley has largely been absent 

from the debates about many of  the 
state’s biggest problems.

When he gets involved, his instincts 
seem right, as with his recent effort 
to stop the Navy from putting an 
outlying landing field in Washington 
County. Easley inserted himself  into 
that debate while senators Richard Burr 
and Elizabeth Dole have yet to take a 
position.

Isn’t the plight of  the state’s mentally 
ill or the condition of  the juvenile justice 
system just as important?  A clue to 
why Easley has been reluctant to enter 
debates may come from the thin skin 
his administration has shown during 
the challenges to their tax proposals 
and incentive forecasts.

It is understandable to defend a 
position in the policy debate, but that 
defense ought to be thoughtful and 
reasoned, two qualities in short supply 
during the recent controversies.

Easley still has almost two years 
left in the governor’s mansion and this 
General Assembly session has really just 
gotten started. There is still time for him 
to weigh in on issues vital to the future 
of  the state he leads. He is sure to face 
criticism from some quarters when he 
does, but that’s part of  leadership too.   

Let’s hope the lesson Easley takes 
from his rough month is to get more 
involved, not less. The challenges the 
state faces are immense and the people 
deserve a governor who is fully engaged 
and using the power of  his office to 
address them.
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Governor Easley’s last chance to lead
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An Evening with Leo Kottke
March 28, 8:30 p.m., $29, $27 Friends

Dervish
March 29, 8 p.m., $24, $22 Friends

John Jorgenson Quintet
March 30, 8:30 p.m., $20, $18 Friends

Gallery Exhibit Featuring Latino Artists
April 1 - 30, Free Admission

Kid Koala
April 5, 8:30 pm., $10 Advance, 
$12 Day of show, $9 Friends

Cyril Lance & the Outskirts
April 6, 8:30 p.m., $12, $10 Friends

Kickin’ Grass
April 7, 8:30 p.m., $12, $10 Friends

Richard Shindell
April 13, 8:30 p.m., $17, $15 Friends

SuperFun Show
Paperhand Puppet InterventionPaperhand Puppet InterventionPaperhand Puppet Interv
April 14, 2 p.m., $6 All TicketsApril 14, 2 p.m., $6 All TicketsApril 14,

Transactors Improv
April 14, 8 p.m., $13, $11 Friends

The ArtsCenter
Always Inspiring.

Coming 
Soon!

919. 929. 2787.  300 G East Main St.
www.artscenterlive.org

The ArtsCenter nourishes the The ArtsCenter nourishes the The ArtsCenter nourishes the The ArtsCenter nourishes the 

arts, creativity, and community arts, creativity, and community arts, creativity, and community arts, creativity, and community arts, creativity, and community arts, creativity, and community 

through education, through education, through education, through education, through education, through education, through education, through education, through education, through education, through education, through education, through education, 

performance, and exhiperformance, and exhiperformance, and exhiperformance, and exhiperformance, and exhibition.  

Nearly $190 million. That’s the just-released 
annual “profit” of  “nonprofit” NC Blue Cross 
Blue Shield, NC’s largest health insurer. $3.1 
million. That’s the latest annual compensation 
for Blue Cross CEO Bob Greczyn. In fact, 
when you add in this year’s nearly $600,000 
raise, Mr. Greczyn has seen a 261 percent rise 
in his income at Blue Cross since the year 2000. 
The typical North Carolina worker, whose pre-
miums make Mr. Greczyn’s outsize salary and 
profits possible, has seen a 1.7 percent drop in 
yearly wages over the same period of  time.

NC Blue is hardly acting like a nonprofit 
organization anymore. Compare Mr. Greczyn’s 
pay with three much larger for-profit compa-
nies: Whirlpool, UPS and GlaxoSmithKline.  
NC Blue Cross operates only in North Caroli-
na and employs about 4,500, mostly in Chapel 
Hill and Durham. Whirlpool, the global manu-
facturer of  home appliances, had sales of  $19 
billion and employs 80,000 people worldwide. 
Whirlpool CEO Jeff  Fettig made $3.2 million 
in 2005. UPS made $42.6 billion delivering 

packages in 2005 and employs 427,700 people 
worldwide. UPS CEO Michael Eskew made 
$3.1 million in 2005. Super-profitable drug 
maker GlaxoSmithKline, whose worldwide 
operations employ over 100,000 people, paid 
CEO Jean-Pierre Garnier $5.4 million in 2006.

Despite appearances, NC Blue Cross is still 
a nonprofit organization that was created—to 
quote a line from a 1968 history published by 
the company—as a “community project whose 
motive was never pecuniary gain for those who 
promoted it.”  In fact, the Duke Endowment, 
now the largest philanthropy in North Carolina, 
thought the idea of  Blue Cross so worthy that 
it contributed the original $25,000—an enor-
mous sum in 1935—to start the organization. 
Over the years, a governor championed the 
Blue Cross cause and state taxpayers chipped 
in with direct help, in addition to enormous 
tax breaks, to help the nonprofit acquire more 
members. Other important North Carolina 
philanthropists made huge contributions.

What would the public-spirited community 
leaders who created the company in the 1930s 
to help folks pay their hospital bills think of  the 
organization now?  Certainly the Duke Endow-
ment wouldn’t dream of  making another grant 

today to boost Mr. Greczyn’s salary and other 
executive compensation even more. Can one 
imagine a North Carolina governor encourag-
ing North Carolinians to join Blue Cross so 
that their profits could reach even higher his-
torical levels? And what about state taxpayers?  
Although the tax breaks given to NC Blue are 
now gone, can one imagine taxpayers wanting 
to contribute even more money beyond their 
premiums to fund an executive suite that now 
boasts four executive salaries that crack the 
million–dollar level?

Blue Cross’s response to this criticism?  “We 
are now taxed like any other for-profit health 
insurer,” they say.  They then argue they can’t 
be held to a higher nonprofit standard because 
“the company has changed.”  Putting aside 
whether Mr. Greczyn’s compensation even 
makes sense in the for-profit world, this argu-
ment avoids a central truth about Blue Cross.  

The company didn’t become the largest in-
surer in North Carolina by accident.  It is so 
huge and so strong today precisely because of  
those years of  work and contributions by the 
public and community leaders. Without decades 
of  help from the public and nonprofit institu-
tions, Blue Cross would not have a virtual mo-

nopoly on the individual insurance market and 
a near-monopoly in the small-business market.  
Blue’s market position enables the huge profits 
and gigantic compensation packages.

While Blue Cross remains a nonprofit, 
the spiraling profits and outrageous executive 
compensation packages cry out for legislative 
intervention. The North Carolina General As-
sembly should move to give state Commis-
sioner of  Insurance, Jim Long, authority to 
rein in unreasonable executive compensation 
and the ability to direct excess profits back to 
Blue Cross policyholders in the form of  pre-
mium rebates. While this is no panacea for the 
overwhelming health care problems facing our 
state, it at least is a move to correct one of  
the most blatant examples of  health care profi-
teering by a company whose founders would 
shudder in horror if  they could see what their 
efforts have created.

Letters Policy
Letters should be no more than 425 words in length and must be 
accompanied by the author’s name, address and contact information. 
We will publish one letter per author per month. Lengthy letters 
written in longhand will mysteriously become lost. Typed letters are 
preferred and email even more so. That said, send your letters to:

Letters to the editor
Box 248
Carrboro, North Carolina  27510

Email: editor@carrborocitizen.com | Fax: 942-2195

Adam Searing is the project director of the N.C. Justice Center’s 
Health Access Coalition. He was resident of Carrboro until 
last year, but swears he’s moving back someday.

AdAm seAring
N.C. Justice Center’s Heath Access Coalition

grrr ...

It’s that week again, one of  
the most difficult times of  the 
year for a Carolina fan. You 
know the week: the one af-
ter the UNC men’s basketball 
team plays and loses its final 
game of  the season. Much 
more often than not, that’s 
what’s happened; not every 
year can bring an NCAA title 
to Franklin Street. And for 
some reason—maybe it’s just 
me, but—don’t the Tar Heels 
always seem to save the most cre-
atively depressing manner of  losing 
for last? Can there be a worse 
ending than Sunday’s 2-for-21 
shooting (or whatever it was) 
over the final 11 minutes of  
the game? Ouch.

Well, unfortunately, there 
can be, and have been, worse 
endings for Carolina. Dur-
ing the 38 years since I began 
watching UNC seasons come 
to an end, here is what this Tar 
Heel fan has experienced: 

One “did-not-play” (2003), 
five NIT appearances (one 
championship—in 1971), 
three national championships 
and 29 depressing NCAA 
Tournament defeats. 

Do Carolina’s three NCAA 
titles outweigh the 29 losses? 
One has to say yes—but some-
times just barely.

That’s because, as I count it, 
only two of  Carolina’s NCAA 
losses over the past four de-
cades—in 1990 and 2000, 
years in which the Tar Heels 
entered the Big Dance as a 
No. 8 seed and pulled off  up-
sets against top-seeded Okla-
homa and Stanford in the sec-
ond round—have been even 
marginally palatable. In every 
other year besides ‘82, ’93 and 
’05, the Heels have failed to 
advance as far as most of  their 
supporters would have hoped. 
And not only that, they’ve of-
ten played quite miserably in 
their final game of  the season.

So during the week follow-
ing Carolina’s nearly annual 
bowing-out, a fan is left to 
watch other schools celebrate, 
and to figure out what to do 
to stay occupied for the next 
seven or eight months. 

One will sometimes pre-
tend as if  basketball didn’t 
exist. But this year, since the 
Tar Heel women are still alive, 
you can’t do that. So instead, 
I’ve decided to rank my least 
favorite season-ending losses 
in Carolina men’s basketball 
history, in hopes that at the 
end of  this article I can build a 
bonfire (not, unfortunately, on 

Franklin Street) and burn all 
these terrible losses together 
into a pile of  ashes. 
Here we go:

No. 5 Worst NCAA loss: 
UNC 72, Boston College 75 
(1994) 

One of  Carolina’s most 
talented teams ever—with se-
niors Eric Montross, Derek 
Phelps and Brian Reese; junior 
Donald Williams; and fresh-
men Jeff  McInnis, Jerry Stack-
house and Rasheed Wallace—
goes down with a brutal thud 
in the second round. This was 
Carolina’s earliest exit from the 
tournament in 16 years, and it 
came at the end of  a season in 
which many had expected the 
Tar Heels to walk backwards 
into the championship game. 

No. 4: Carolina 59, Utah 
65 (1998)

This too was one of  Caro-
lina’s best teams, with Jamison, 
Carter, Okulaja, Cota and 
Shammond Williams in the 
starting lineup. But in this 
NCAA semifinal, the Heels 
fell behind by 13 at the half  
against a physical Utah squad. 
Carolina shot just 39 per-
cent, its worst all season, and 
Jamison had 14 points in per-
haps his least productive game 
as a Heel. Carter’s 21 points 
gave a glimpse of  things to 
come, but even a young Vince 
couldn’t bail the Heels out by 
himself. 

No. 3: UNC 50, Indiana 
63 (1981) 

I had the misfortune of  
actually attending this NCAA 
championship game loss, at 
the Spectrum in Philadelphia. 
Isiah Thomas dominated 
against the Carolina backcourt 
of  Jimmy Black and Mike Pep-
per, and the high from Caro-
lina’s 78-65 win over Virginia 
two days earlier quickly disap-
peared. At halftime, I made 
the mistake of  eating one of  
the Spectrum’s hot dogs, and 
Carolina’s second-half  strug-
gles made my queasiness that 
much harder to take. In col-
lege at the time, I attended the 
game with fellow Tar Heel Ed 
Cone, who is about as famous 
a blogger these days as one can 
find. The silver lining was that 
the remaining Tar Heels used 
the bitterness from this loss to 
fuel their championship run a 
year later. 

No. 2: UNC 51, South 
Carolina 52 (1971) 

This loss was actually in 
the championship of  the ACC 

Tournament, but back in 1971 
an ACC Tournament defeat 
was the same as one in the 
NCAAs, because only the ACC 
champion advanced to play for 
the NCAA title. With less than 
10 seconds remaining, UNC’s 
center, 6’10” Lee Dedmon, had 
a jump ball against USC guard 
Kevin Joyce (6’2”). Somehow 
the ball got to South Carolina’s 
Tom Owens, who scored the 
winning bucket and sent the 
Tar Heels packing. UNC went 
on to capture the NIT crown 
that year behind Bill Chamber-
lain. But even as a 9-year-old, 
I was fully conscious that the 
NIT was not the NCAAs. 

And the No. 1 most-hat-
ed Carolina loss of  all time: 
North Carolina 59, Mar-
quette 67 (1977) 

For many who were fans in 
that era, this team was an all-
time favorite. Olympians Phil 
Ford, Walter Davis and Tom 
LaGarde were in the start-
ing lineup along with John 
Keuster and Mike O’Koren. 
When Ford, Davis and La-
Garde suffered injuries during 
the season, someone always 
stepped up to save the day, 
as the Tar Heels ran off  a 15-
game winning streak in the 
run-up to the national cham-
pionship game. Unfortunately, 
Butch Lee, Bo Ellis and the 
rest of  Al McGuire’s Warriors 
blocked the way to a fairy-tale 
ending, and the Tar Heels fell 
short in the title game, even 
after going to the Four Cor-
ners with a second-half  lead. 
I remember hearing, from my 
bedroom window, a band play-
ing on Franklin Street in “cel-
ebration” that night, after the 
game had ended, and thinking, 
“How can they go on with the 
party?”

As for all of  Carolina’s oth-
er NCAA Tournament losses, 
well, let’s just say they tie for 
No. 6. Not one of  them was 
worth a dog, and maybe they’re 
not even worth ranking. But if  
readers have reactions to this 
list, or perhaps a Carolina’s 
best/worst list of  their own, 
please feel free to send them 
to me at: frank@catscradle.
com. I will do my best to com-
ment on them in this space in 
The Citizen and also online at 
tarheeldaily.com.

frAnk heAth
Columnist

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The best compliment  I can 
give to The Carrboro Citizen, for 
its first issue, is that it is truly 
“community.” In an age of  in-
creasing media fragmentation 
of  local interest, The Citizen 
shows that it intends to cover 
what’s significant for every-
body in its community. I have 
lived in Chapel Hill all my life, 
edited and published a pre-
decessor semi-weekly in Car-
rboro for five years (1954-59) 
and believe I was dedicated to 
this same mission. I am con-
fident you will be even more 
successful and fulfill your 
“community” mission.

Roland Giduz
Chapel Hill

true to community
The story in the March 7 

Carrboro Commons headlined 
“Patrolling in the Passenger 
Seat,” by Nick Sotolongo, detail-
ing a ride-along with Carrboro 
Police Officer Paul Reinas, con-
tained some story elements that 
were fabricated. Academic dis-
ciplinary action has been taken, 
and the Commons apologizes 

to Officer Reinas, the Carrboro 
Police Department, the readers 
of  the Commons, as well as to 
the readers of  The Carrboro Citi-
zen, which reprinted the story in 
its March 21 inaugural edition.

Jock Lauterer
Faculty Adviser
The Carrboro Commons

Parts of story were fabricated

Our deepest condolences go out 
to the family and friends of  Ja-
son Ray, the UNC ram mascot 
who died Monday after being hit 
by a car Friday while preparing 
to perform at Carolina’s regional 
semifinal game against USC.



It’s an area they know fairly 
well, so it made sense to let Frank 
Porter Graham Elementary 
School students lead visitors in 
an exploration of  the frogs, fish 
and other stream creatures to 
be found in a newly preserved 
section of  Morgan Creek tucked 
off  of  Fordham Boulevard.

Thanks to a conservation 
agreement announced at a 
ceremony Monday by the 
Chapel Hill Town Council and 
the Botanical Foundation, those 
children—and their children—
will be able to enjoy the creek 
for years to come.

The agreement includes a 
conservation easement that 
establishes a 92-acre nature 
preserve along Morgan Creek 
from Merritt Pasture to Smith 
Level Road. As part of  the 
agreement, the botanical garden 
has agreed to monitor the area’s 
natural elements on a yearly 
basis.

Following a signing ceremony 
and official dedication of  the 
preserve, Frank Porter Graham 
fourth- and fifth-grade students 
led a group on a hike through 
Merritt Pasture to Morgan 
Creek, where they demonstrated 
water-quality sampling. Clad 
in knee-high rubber boots, the 
children sloshed through the 
creek with nets. 

At one point, they caught 
a crayfish, responding with 
shrieks and screams. By the end 
of  their visit to the creek, some 

of  the students were holding 
the crayfish in their bare hands.

Livy Ludington, a science 
teacher at Frank Porter 
Graham, led the students in 
their demonstration. 

“This is what community is 
all about,” Ludington said. “For 
us to have our children here is 
just so appropriate.

“To have this conservation 
easement now, it means that our 
children will someday be able to 
be here with their grandchildren. 
It will always be here.”

She said studying the 
creek and the life around it 
was important in teaching 
the children about being 
comfortable in the outdoors.

Fourth-grader Cameron 
Daddis said she felt lucky to be 
able to visit and study the creek. 
“Oh my gosh, this is so pretty,” 
she said. “It’s beautiful.” 

Cameron said she was happy 
the area was being preserved so 
that she can continue to come 
out to the creek. 

“There’s always a place where 
you can see nature,” she said, 
adding, “I’ve been interested [in 
nature] ever since preschool.” 

Chapel Hill Town Council 
member Jim Ward, who is 
a member of  the Council 
Committee on Conservation 
Easements, said the efforts 
to preserve the woodland 
corridor—to which James 
Taylor paid homage in his song 
“Copperline”—began nearly 30 
years ago. 

Chapel Hill Mayor Kevin Foy 
said the dedication “represents 

part of  the subtle beauty of  
Chapel Hill,” noting that the 
preserve “is prime space for 
other kinds of  activities” for 
which the town has been offered 
“enormous sums of  money.” 

However, Ward said that 
because of  the “long-term 
commitment of  the citizens of  
Chapel Hill,” the land around 
the creek could be preserved.

Ludington said that studying 
the creek is part of  the fourth-
grade science curriculum, in 
which the children study the 
animals of  North Carolina. She 

said the students were “learning 
more about where they live,” 
adding that the children who 
were asked to come to the 
dedication “really love the 
outdoors.” 

Judie Giguere, a teacher at 
Frank Porter Graham, said the 
students also have studied the 
creek where it runs behind the 
school’s playground. Giguere 
said the children monitor the 
quality of  the water in the creek 
by checking for the different 
types of  invertebrates that are 
present in the water. 

“Science is pretty much 
everything I do,” said Kinsey 
Fisher, one of  the fourth-grade 
students at the ceremony. “I’ve 
liked nature all my life.” 

Ward said the town will 
construct trails through the 
preserve over the next two years. 
Catherine Lazorko, Chapel Hill 
town information officer, said 
the preserve also will have a 
parking lot and access point 
near Fordham Boulevard.

March 28 - March 30
Every meal is served with a 
choice of milk. Breakfast is 
served daily. 

Elementary
Wednesday – Beef Lasagna 
w/Garlic Bread; Turkey & 
Cheese Sub; Tossed Salad 
w/Dressing; Mixed Veg-
etables; Chilled Pineapple; 
Apple Halves 
Thursday – Macaroni & 
Cheese w/Wheat Roll; Beef 
& Bean Burrito w/Salsa; Pin-
to Beans; Fruited Gelatin
Friday – Fishwich on a 
Bun; Chicken & Noodles 
w/Wheat Roll; Cole Slaw; 
Steamed Carrots; Apple-
sauce

Middle & High 
Wednesday– Baked Chick-
en w/Wheat Roll; Sloppy Joe 
on a Bun; Cole Slaw; Broc-
coli Cuts; Fresh Banana
Thursday – Beef Lasagna 
w/Garlic Bread; Toasted 
Cheese Sandwich; Steamed 
Carrots; Chilled Fruit Cock-
tail; Cherry Cobbler
Friday – Beef & Cheese 
Nachos; Fishwich on a Bun; 
Whole Kernel Corn; Chilled 
Peaches

Info: 967-8211 ext. 270

Lunch 
Menus
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CHAPEL HILL – Con-
trary to conventional wisdom, 
English-only pre-kindergarten 
classrooms may not help na-
tive Spanish-speaking children 
become better prepared for 
school. According to research 
by FPG Child Development 
Institute at the University of  
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
Spanish-speaking children had 
better social skills when their 
teachers spoke some Spanish.

“Many early childhood 
programs are moving toward 
a system that may isolate chil-
dren who are learning English, 
leaving them at risk for social 
and language problems,” said 

an author of  the study, Gisele 
Crawford, a research associ-
ate at FPG. The study will be 
published in the April issue of  
Early Education and Development.

“Programs that have the po-
tential to mitigate the achieve-
ment gap between children 
from different racial, ethnic 
and socioeconomic groups may 
be doing just the opposite. This 
study suggests that, too often, 
iniquities already are present in 
early educational experiences 
between non-English speaking 
and English-speaking children,” 
Crawford said.

The study included teachers’ 
evaluations of  their students. 
Compared to English-only 
teachers, researchers found that 

teachers who included Spanish 
said their Spanish-speaking stu-
dents experienced less aggres-
sion, bullying and teasing by 
their classmates, and they rated 
them higher in social skills. 
Spanish-speaking teachers also 
spoke more often with the chil-
dren and had better teacher-
student relationships.

 Teachers used Spanish 
with Spanish-speaking chil-
dren less than 20 percent of  
the time. And almost a quarter 
of  Spanish-speaking children 
had teachers who never spoke 
a word of  Spanish in the class-
room. When speaking directly 
to Spanish-speaking students, 
teachers who did include Span-
ish still used English two-thirds 
of  the time. Yet when teach-
ers spoke Spanish, they had 
more elaborate conversations 
with the children. Neither the 
amount of  Spanish nor English 
spoken by teachers affected the 
children’s English proficiency.

The amount of  Spanish that 
teachers spoke with children 
was also significantly related to 
teachers’ ratings of  children’s 
frustration tolerance, asser-
tiveness, task orientation and 

peer social skills—the higher 
the proportion of  English in-
teractions, the more likely that 
teachers said children had con-
duct and learning problems and 
a low tolerance for frustration.

“Given the increasing num-
ber of  foreign-born preschool-
ers, it is critical to address the 
claims made by the ‘English-
only’ movement, particularly 
as they fuel public policy deci-
sions,” said Florence Chang, 
lead author and former FPG 
researcher. “An English-is-best 
approach largely ignores the 
complexities and stressors of  
children’s transitions into early 
childhood and school.”

Study participants included 
345 Spanish-speaking pre-kin-
dergartners in 161 pre-k pro-
grams. Most (89 percent) live 
below 150 percent of  the feder-
al poverty level and the majority 
(61 percent) did not speak Eng-
lish at home. Sixty-one percent 
attended half-day programs in 
a public school building. Most 
children attended programs 
where the majority of  their 
classmates were Hispanic—78 
percent of  the classes were 
more than 50 percent Hispanic 

children. Forty-four percent of  
teachers were Hispanic; 38 per-
cent were white; 6 percent were 
black; 4 percent were Asian; 
and 8 percent were multiracial.  

Bilingual researchers ob-
served children’s experiences 
within their classroom and 
measured teacher’s language 
interactions. Trained observ-
ers rated children’s interactions 
with teachers on a continuum 
from more passive to more 
elaborated interactions, and 
their social behaviors were ob-
served.

Teachers answered 38 ques-
tions in the fall and spring re-
garding each child’s social and 
behavior skills. In the spring, 
teachers rated their relation-
ship with the child. Spanish-
proficient data collectors were 
trained to assess each child.

Blunden Studio

Hot, Cool
&

Green

Architects in Carrboro
www.blundenstudio.com

Lee-Moore
Insurance Agency

919.932.9990

Carrboro’s Only
Independent

Insurance Agent

New UNC research shows English-only policies 
not helping Spanish-speaking pre-schoolers prepare
unc news services

Sloshing around in the name of science
FPG students lead tour of the new 
lands for Morgan Creek Greenway
By susan Dickson
Staff  Writer

photo by Isaac sandlIn
Students Oscar Bocanegra and Everett Brown examine the catch from Morgan Creek with science teacher 
Livy Ludington during Monday’s tour.

• Portable Helium Tanks
• Imprinted Ballons
• Party Supplies

• Balloons Delivered
• Ballons To Go
• Complete Decorating Service

Same Day Pick-Up or Delivery

919-967-3433
208 W. Main St., Carrboro

Serving
Chapel Hill,

Durham & RTP

HOURS
Tues-Fri 10-5:30

Sat 10-5

Best Products
Best Service
Best Prices

Briefs
Spring Break 
scheduled for 
April 2-6

Spring Break for the Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro City Schools is 
from April 2-6, with a Teacher 
Workday scheduled on Monday, 
April 9.  Classes will resume for 
all students and staff  on Tuesday, 
April 10.

Another important date for 
April is a delayed opening that is 
scheduled for April 19.

vacaciones de Primavera 
del 2-6 de abril

Las vacaciones de Primavera 
para las escuelas de Chapel Hill-
Carrboro serán del 2 al 6 de abril, 
con un Día de Trabajo para los 
Maestros que será el Lunes, 9 de 
abril.  Las Clases comenzarán 
nuevamente el Martes, 10 de abril 
para todos los estudiantes y para 
el personal docente.

Otra fecha importante para 
el mes de abril es el Día de 
Apertura Demorada que será el 
19 de abril.

Est. 1981

The Framer’s Corner, Inc

Distinctive Picture Frame Design

Est. 1981

Museum Quality
Picture Framing
Prints
Photographs
Textiles

Full Service Frame Shop

M-F 10am - 6pm
Sat 10am - 2pm

David Summer
Owner

*Also by
appointment

www.theframerscorner.com

(919)929-3166
108 W Main St • Carrboro

HELP WANTED

DELIVERY
CONTRACTOR

The Carrboro Citizen needs 
an enthusiastic, reliable 
person to help us distrib-
ute the newspaper to the 
clamoring masses. You must 
have a van, covered truck 
or large station wagon ca-
pable of carrying 700-1000 
lbs. and you must be avail-
able Wednesday afternoons 
and Thursdays. Some Friday 
work may be necessary. 
Contact Robert Dickson 
at 942-2100 orpublisher@
carrborocitizen.com.



puzzle answers

Carrboro’s Community Newspaper
Free Every Wednesday • Where You Live.

Carrboro!
Tell the Community about your

Special Event!
Engagements • Weddings • Civil Unions • Anniversaries

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs • Graduations • Quinceañeras
Birth Announcements 

Send your announcement to celebrate@carrborocitizen.com.
We must receive it no later than Friday before publication.

Marcoplos Construction

Incorporating active and passive solar technologies
earth friendly & non-toxic materials b natural lighting 

water conservation b energy efficiency

www.MarcoplosConstruction.com
968-0056  Marcoplos@bellsouth.net

Advanced Green Building
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recipe 
of the week
Simple Green Salad Seasoned
with a Chapon
from Kelly Clark
Carrboro Farmers’ Market Staff

Early season lettuce asks us to be subtle and practiced in our 
preparation. Using a chapon, which is a stale heel of French 
bread rubbed with garlic, is one way to subtly flavor a salad.

Some tricks of the trade:

• Use a large, deep salad bowl
• Wash lettuce carefully. Dry thoroughly
• Know what you like
• Splurge on a high quality extra virgin olive oil and vinegar
• Apply oil and vinegar to your salad, drop-by-drop, bit by bit
• Toss gently 
• Taste as you go
• Recognize what you like
• A simple green salad relies on your tastes
• Some days smooth, others tart
• Experiment

Ingredients

1 heel stale French bread
1 large clove garlic,* peeled, root end trimmed
2 heads lettuce,* or equivalent, washed, gently dried and torn 
into bite size pieces
Extra virgin olive oil
Sherry vinegar
Salt
Pepper

Procedure

Rub cut end of garlic all over the stale heel of French bread 
until bread feels juicy from the garlic. This is the chapon.

Put lettuce leaves and chapon in large, deep salad bowl.  Sprin-
kle with olive oil. Toss gently. Taste.  Sprinkle with vinegar, a dash 
of salt, and several grinds of pepper. Toss gently. Taste. Add oil, 
vinegar, salt, or pepper to taste. Toss gently. Discard chapon. 
Serve immediately.

Serves 4

what’s at the market
Saturday, March 31, 2007

Arugula, beets, carrots, greenhouse produced items - toma-
toes, strawberries, and basil; greens:  collards, chards, cressie, 
kales, spinach, watercress; green garlic, herbs - parsley, thyme, 
and oregano; lettuces: Baby Lettuce mix, Boston lettuce, spicy 
mesclun mix; onions: yellow and green; radishes, turnips, veg-
etable seedlings, cut flowers, succulent houseplants; pastured 
raised meats, charcuterie: bacon, bratwurst, breakfast sausage, 
chorizo, country ham, hot and sweet italian sausage; eggs, fresh 
and aged cow’s milk and goat’s milk cheeses, pecans, honey, 
jams, jellies, baked goods, and crafts.
*Produce availability is dependent on temperatures. 

301 W. Main St., Carrboro, NC

Saturday Market
March 24 - Dec. 22, 2007

7 a.m. - Noon

Southern Village Market
May 3 - Aug. 30, 2007

4 - 7 p.m.

Wednesday Market
Aprill - Oct. 17, 2007

3:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Support Citizen Advertisers.
They Believe in Carrboro So We

Need to Believe in Them.

Carrboro’s Community Newspaper

Free
Every

Wednesday. 

HELP WANTED

Delivery Contractor
The Carrboro Citizen needs an enthusiastic, reliable person to 
help us distribute the newspaper to the clamoring masses. You 
must have a van, covered truck or large station wagon capable 
of carrying 700-1000 lbs. and you must be available Wednesday 
afternoons and Thursdays. Some Friday work may be necessary. 
Contact Robert Dickson at 942-2100 or
publisher@carrborocitizen.com.

Orange County Animal Services
Meet Spence!  He’s an 8-week-old Border Collie mix 
from a litter of five who is sure to make you laugh.  He 
loves to play and explore and will even give you kisses if 
you let him!  Stop by to meet the entire litter at Orange 
County’s Animal Shelter, 1081 MLK Jr. Blvd, Chapel Hill.  
For more information about Spence or any of the won-
derful animals available for adoption, call 919-967-7383 
or visit our website at http://www.co.orange.nc.us/ani-
malservices/adoption.asp.

APS of Orange County
They call me Lightnin’ because I have a bolt of white 
down my back. Come visit me, and I’ll greet you with a 
big old “Meow!” I am a male, 2-year-old domestic short-
haired cat. I’m a lovable guy and have a slinky strut that I 
use to impress the ladies. I get along with my kitty room-
mates and would be good in a multi-cat household.
Lightnin’ and his other fuzzy buddies are available at the 
APS of Orange County located at 6311 Nicks Road, Me-
bane. 304-2300. Go to www.animalprotectionsociety.
org for directions or email info@animalprotectionsoci-
ety.org with questions or comments. Hours: Monday & 
Tuesday closed, Wednesday & Thursday 11-7, Friday 11-5, 
Saturday & Sunday 12-4.

pets
of the
week

Puzzles
March 26-April 1, 2007

—9—

Still Life

HOLD THAT POSE  Art students at UNC-CH get down to the bare bones of capturing a truly still life 
model outside Ackland Art Building.

Citizen Photo by Jock Lauterer

Use  The  C i t i zen  C lass i f i eds .



Puzzles
March 26-April 1, 2007
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Want to Reach
The Citizen?

By Foot:
309 Weaver St., Suite 300

Carrboro N.C. 27510

By Mail:
P.O. Box 248

Carrboro N.C. 27510

By Phone:
919-942-2100

By Fax:
919-942-2195

By Email:
Advertising

ads@carrborocitizen.com
News

editor@carrborocitizen.com

Calendar
calendar@carrborocitizen.com

On theWeb:
www.carrborocitizen.com

Carrboro’s Community Newspaper

(Smoke Signals probably 
won’t work)

RECYCLE!

Citizen Classifieds Are Here!
Special Introductory Offer

FREE 25 WORD
CLASSIFIED AD!V V

WITH TWO FREE INSERTIONS!
THAT’S RIGHT! A classified ad run in The Citizen

AND on the World Wide Web for TWO WEEKS
for absolutely zippo, nada, ZILCH! 

Just hustle on over to www.carrborocitizen.com
and click on the classified link. What are you waiting for?

Sell Your Chicken Feed For Nothing!

Carrboro’s Community Newspaper

Citizen Classifieds
Carrboro’s

New Marketplace

Comics
March 26-April 1, 2007

—4—

Autos for 
sAle

sell your hot rod 
FAST in The Citizen Clas-
sifieds! Place your ad to-
day! www.carrborocitizen.
com. 

yArd sAles

Get results advertise 
your yard sale in The Car-
rboro Citizen! 

help WAnted

need help? Let your 
neighbors know! Carrboro 
Citizen classifieds reach 
thousands - in print and on 
the web! 

home 
Improvement

nothInG Works 
hArder for you than a 
Carrboro Citizen Classi-
fied. 

ClAsses/
InstruCtIon

 "The Lebed Method", 
Focus on Healing - thera-
peutic movement pro-
gram for prevention of 
complications from breast 
cancer surgery and other 
conditions. Triangle area. 
www.lebedmethod.com, 
919/932-6591. 

notICes

Get more noW!
Your Carrboro Citizen 
classified gets impact: 
distributed throughout the 
community -- read by thou-
sands. Plus it’s on the web 
for free!

for sAle

mIsCellAneous

sell It fAst
Thousands see your ad in 
the Carrboro Citizen Clas-
sifieds. Plus your ad is on 
the web for free!

musIC

vIntAGe 1973 fend-
er Twin Reverb Ampli-
fier 100W. Original Utah 
Speakers, four new 
matched Svetlana 6L6 
tubes. Includes footswitch, 
kickback legs, casters. 
Sounds fantastic. $750 
OBO. 357-3882 

your Ad here will sell 
your stuff fast! Furniture, 
bikes, toys, clothes, col-
lectibles, computer equip-
ment – The Citizen Classi-
fieds can help you convert 
these into cash!
www.carrborocitizen.com

CITIZEN CLASSIFIEDS
Carrboro’s New Marketplace

www.carrborocitizen.com

Citizen Classifieds work for you!

Puzzles
March 26-April 1, 2007
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Where Can I Find My Citizen?

Carrboro’s Community Newspaper

Want some copies for your business?
Send the usual info to delivery@carrborocitizen.com 

or call us 942-2100.

Carrboro
Weaver Street Market

The Arts Center
Milltown outside box

Carrburritos
Armadillo Grill outside box

Carolina Fitness
Terra Nova Global Properties

The Red Hen
Orange County Social Club

Speakeasy outside box
Weaver Street Realty

Carrboro Family Vision
Music Loft

Wellness Alliance
Century Center

Great Clips
Phydeaux
Cybrary

Elmo’s Diner

Spotted Dog
Nice Price Books

Carrboro Town Hall
Carrboro Plaza Park & Ride bus stop

Open Eye
Chapel Hill

Visitors Center
Skills Development Center
West Franklin town racks
East Franklin town racks

Courthouse Alley town racks

North Columbia St. town racks
Northside Senior Center
Chapel Hill Senior Center

Southern Village Park & Ride
Market Street Books

Hillsborough
Visitors Center

Chamber of Commerce
Orange County Senior Center

Valour’s Patisserie
Cup of Joe
Sportsplex
Pittsboro

Pittsboro General Store
Chatham Marketplace



THE LAND TRUST
has

Quality Homes at Affordable Prices

$95,000 $103,000

$122,500

$93,000

$95,000

cfisher@ochlt.org

sreid@orangehabitat.org

Learn How The Land Trust Model Can Work For You!

Bob Mette 
HOME INSPECTIONS

View a Sample Report
www.homegauge.com/report/319962/

Password: 1234

919-606-4646

Real Estate Classifieds

Carrboro Real Estate

A full service Carrboro real
estate company offering

residential, relocation, builder 
and commercial services.
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Clayton Commercial Realty, Inc.
Your One Stop Commercial Real Estate Firm

891 Willow Drive, Suite 6, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27514
(919) 933-9910 office / (919) 960-7547 fax

www.claytoncommercial.com

Full-service commercial real estate firm representing the
Triangle and surrounding areas.

With over 70 years of combined sales and marketing experience, we offer:
*Full representation for buyers and sellers of commercial real estate
*Full representation for landlords and tenants of commercial rental property

Homes for 
sale

Your place to sell 
more The Carrboro Citi-
zen Classifieds -- they 
work for you! 

4 BeDroom House 
in DOWNTOWN CAR-
RBORO with large walk-
out basement. Vaulted 
ceilings, hardwood floors, 
1st flr master, ceram-
ic tile, huge deck. Visit 
www.302SweetBay.com 
for details. $419,900. Call 
Terra Nova at 929-2005. 

www.214autumnDr.
com Walk to McDougle 
Schools. New home with 5 
bedrooms, 5 baths, down-
stairs study, bonus room 
& loft. Restoration Hard-
ware detailing. Hardwood 
floors, beautiful colors. 
Gourmet kitchen. Garage. 
$699,900. Call Terra Nova 
for details 929-2005. 

eclectIc farmHouse 
w/blue tin roof. Hidden 
rooms; fun & cozy spaces; 
3+ acres; gardens & fruit 
trees; horses allowed; Cha-
pel Hill schools. $469,900 
WeaverStreetRealty.com 

HuGe Home on big cor-
ner lot in N. Chapel Hill. 
Rec room & 2 BR apart-
ment w/separate entrance; 
loads of updates. $350,000 
WeaverStreetRealty.com 

1920’s BunGalow near 
Southern Village, movies 
& shopping. Wood floors; 
fireplace; upstairs apart-
ment w/outside entrance 
& nice deck; minutes from 
UNC Hospitals. $195,000 
WeaverStreetRealty.com 

arts & crafts home on 
47 acres. Tongue/groove 
ceilings; cook’s kitchen; 
5000 sq ft of outbuildings, 
pond, creek border; bridle 
trails. $750,000 Weaver-
StreetRealty.com 

3 Br BunGalow just 
five minutes from town; 
hardwood floors; masonry 
fireplace; half-acre lot; in 
the Chapel Hill school dis-
trict. $167,500 Weaver-
StreetRealty.com 

conDos for 
sale

GoVernors VIllaGe 
townHome for SALE. 2 
bedrms/2.5 baths. Hard-
wood flrs. open floorplan, 
fireplace, garage. Close 
to shops and restaurants. 
8 min. to UNC. Visit www. 
50309GovenorsVil lage 
.com. $199,500. Call Terra 
Nova at 929-2005. 

carrBoro conDo 
Clean & recently painted; 
2 BR; has washer; walking 
distance to Open Eye Cafe 
& Farmers Market; on bus 
line. $43,000 Weaver-
StreetRealty.com 

offIce space 
for rent

150 proVIDence rD. 
suIte 100 3 Large offic-
es, Conference Room, Re-
ception Area, Kitchenette, 
Private Bathroom, Lots of 
Storage, 2 Separate En-
trances. Clayton Commer-
cial Realty (919) 933-9910 

Your Real Estate
Classified here

will bring results!
visit

carrborocitizen.com
or call

942-2100 today!

Carrboro’s
Community
Newspaper

Advertising Deadlines 5:00 P.M. Monday

This newspaper is printed  
with soy ink on 35%        

recycled content paper.

Carrboro’s Community Newspaper

Free Every Wednesday.  Where You Live.

Carrboro’s Community Newspaper

Free Every Wednesday (or Thursday)
Where You Live.

Live in Carrboro?
Get

FREE
Home Delivery of 

The Citizen.
Subscribe Today

at
www.carrborocitizen.com

Get your newspaper personally
delivered to your yard!



Music

Far Right: Hellloooo, Car-
rboro! It’s the opening day of 
the Farmers’ Market where 
kids, produce and flowers 
abounded at the Town Com-
mons.  Little 4-year-old Tulia 
gives a happy wave as John and 
Cindy Soehner of Eco Farm in 
White Cross, banter happily 
with customers. 

Right: Tar Heel fans Robert 
and Lucy Edwards of “right 
here in Carrboro” were out 
walking hand-in-hand bright 
and early at Saturday morning’s 
opening of the Carrboro 
Farmer’s Market — even after 
staying up late to make sure 
their Heels beat USC Friday 
night. 

Top: Anne Thomas of Cha-
pel Hill gets her change after 
buying a bunch of old-style 
daffodils from long-time flower 
gardener Wilma Hanton of 
Hillsborough, who takes pride 
in being a “fourth or fifth gen-
eration” flower grower.
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Calendar
Wednesday March 28

ArtsCenter: Leo Kottke—SOLD 
OUT
Cat’s Cradle: Matt  Wertz with Steven 
Kellogg and the Sixers and also Jon 
McLaughlin. 8:30pm, $10
Local 506: The Black Angels with 
Vietnam. 9:30pm, $10

ThuRsday March 29

ArtsCenter: Dervish. 8pm, $24
Cat’s Cradle: Clipse with Kaze and 
Free Bass 808. 9:30pm, $20
Cave: Early: Wesley Cook. Late: Fey. 
$5
Local 506: Sons (CD Release Show), 
Calico Haunts, Heather McEntire. 
10pm, free.
Reservoir: Red Collar, Elevado, 
Beloved Binge.

FRiday March 30

ArtsCenter: John Jorgenson Quintet. 
8:30pm. $20
Cat’s Cradle: Ted Leo And the 
Pharmacists, Love of Diagrams. 
10pm, $14.
Cave: Early: Rose Verhoven. Late: 
Regina Hexaphone w/ Casados.
Local 506:  Eyes to Space (CD Release 
Show), Senryu, Sleepsound Invasion. 
9pm, free.
Open Eye Café: Tokyo Rosenthal. 
8pm. 

saTuRday March 31

Cat’s Cradle: The Moaners (CD 
Release Party music), Spider Bags, 
Un Deux Trois. 9:30pm, $8
Cave: Early: Loosescrews. Late: Big 
Fat Gap.
Local 506: Boxbomb, Barbarella, Slow 
Motion Crash, Stone Fox. 
9:30pm, free.
Open Eye Café: Stephanies ID. 8pm.

sunday April 1

Cave: Can Joann w/ Jaguar Club.
Local 506: Menomena, Megafaun. 
9pm, $10

monday April 2

Cat’s Cradle: Electric Six, Test Your 
Reflex, Night Kills The Day. 9pm, 
$12.

Tuesday April 3

Cave: Songwriters Open-mic w/ 
John Saylor
Local 506: Zig Zag Presents: Lucero, 
Catfish Haven, American Princes, 
Jeremy Fisher. 8:30pm, $12.

Wednesday April 4

Cat’s Cradle: Sebadoh, The Bent 
Moustache. 9:30pm, $14.
Cave: Early: Hoppies Church of 
Poetry. Late: Guitar Bomb, Twilighter, 
Eberhard

ongoing 

Mil l town: The Black Swamp 
Bootleggers. Bluegrass. Sat, 12-3pm. 

This week kicks off with a 
sold out Leo Kottke show at 
the ArtsCenter. Bet it was swell.

Irish Spring? Fresh on the 
heels of last week’s solas show, 
the center’s Celtic Concert se-
ries concludes with dervish 
on Thursday, March 29. The next 
night (that’s Friday, if you’ve al-
ready lost count), John Jor-
genson promises to play the 
heck out of an acoustic guitar in 
that gypsy jazz style.

Please note that tickets are 
still around for Kid Koala’s 
show at the ArtsCenter.

At Cat’s Cradle, the local 
highlight is the Saturday, March 
31 release party for The 
moaners new record, Black-
wing Yalobusha. They’re joined by 
spider Bags and un deux 
Trois. Big names from out of 
town headed to the Cradle this 
week are Ted Leo and the 
Pharmacists returning on 
Friday, March 30 and the original 
sebadoh playing on Wednes-
day, April 4. Add to that a Hip 
Hop show on Thursday, March 
29 featuring Virginia Beach’s 
Clipse with Durham’s Kaze 
and Free Bass 808; and the 
return of the electric six 
with Test Your Reflex and 
night Kills the day.

Over in the West End, the 
week at Local 506 starts with 
The Black angels and 
Vietnam on Wednesday, fol-

lowed by two CD release shows 
by sons with Calico haunts 
and heather mcintyre on 
Thursday, March 29; and eyes 
to space on Friday. Saturday 
features Boxbomb, Bar-
barella and slow motion 
Crash.

Over at the Reservoir, there’s 
a Tuesday, April 3 show featuring 

giant squid, grayceon and 
Tooth.

Down the street at The Cave, 
it’s a big weekend with Regina 
hexaphone and Casados 
on Friday, Big Fat gap play-
ing Saturday and a three-band 
mashup on Sunday with Can 
Joann, Jaguar Club and The 
manics.

This Week in music: march 28 through april 4

Tickets are still available for the Kid Koala concert at 
the ArtsCenter. The turntablist plays Thursday, April 5. 
Cost is $10 in advance and $12 day of the show.

photos by jock lauterer

photo by sekondhand projects
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