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Palmately dissected geranium leaves are easy to 
spot among peedwells and henbits.

PHOTO By KeN MOOre

recognize 
this ‘weed’?

T
his cool and moist 
spring allows my flow-
ering yard to go on 
and on!

My Welsh gardening 
friend, Sue Morgan, was im-
pressed while carefully stepping 
through my un-mown sweep 
of flowering weeds. She was 
particularly keen on geranium-
like leaves extending above the 
henbits and speedwells.

Normally the leaves of the 
inconspicuous little wild gera-
nium, more commonly called 
Carolina crane’s-bill, Geranium 
carolinianum, are no larger than a 
half-dollar at best. This spring my 
usual crop of annual wild gera-
nium displays leaves as large as 
any prized perennial garden-type 
geranium.

See  FLOra  PAGe 12

flOrA By Ken Moore

It takes “a closer look” to enjoy the miniature 
wild geranium or crane’s-bill flower.

PHOTO By KeN MOOre

Sup’t 
search 
over
by SuSan dickSOn
Staff Writer

The Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 
Schools Board of Education will an-
nounce the district’s next superintendent 
today (Thursday) at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Smith Middle School auditorium. 

The candidate was selected from 
a pool of 27 applicants, of which 10 
were interviewed in March. The board 
launched the search for a new superin-
tendent in October following Superin-
tendent Neil Pedersen’s July announce-
ment that he would retire at the end of 
the 2010-11 school year. 

Over the past few months, the district 
has held two public forums, collected 
written statements from local organiza-
tions and individuals and solicited public 
opinion via a survey, with the guidance 
of the N.C. School Boards Association. 

The search process was uncharted ter-
ritory for school board members, as Ped-
ersen has served as superintendent since 
1992 and is the longest-serving super-
intendent in district history. Prior to his 
role as superintendent, Pedersen served 
for five years as an assistant superinten-
dent with the district.

The new superintendent is expected 
to offer remarks at the meeting, which 
district officials announced on Tuesday. 
A brief reception will follow. 

development 
concerns 
residents
by kirk rOSS
Staff Writer

 CHAPeL HILL  —  Plans for a develop-
ment on Martin Luther King Jr. Bou-
levard just south of I-40 drew a flurry 
of criticism from the Chapel Hill Town 
Council at a public hearing at Town 
Hall Monday night.

Several council members joined with 
residents who live near the proposed 
site to criticize plans for the Charter-
wood mixed-use development that they 
say would spell the end of a significant 
stand of old oaks and other trees around 
the Altemueller farmhouse.

Residents of the nearby Northwoods 
neighborhood also lined up to question 
the effectiveness of buffering and access 
for a residential portion of the site.

The developer, WCA Proper-
ties LLC, is asking for a zoning atlas 
amendment and a special-use permit to 
build 87 dwelling units, 30,000 square 
feet of office space, 25,000 square feet 
of retail space and a 100-room hotel on 
a 14.3-acre site that includes the farm-
house and surrounding grounds.

During a preliminary review of the 
project, council members said the pres-
ervation of the farmhouse and the stand 
of large trees around it should be a pri-
ority. 

Several residents of Tremont Circle 
lined up in opposition to the plan.

Jennifer and Serge Zwikker said 
their home would be next to a drive-
way for the project. The couple said the 
clearing planned went way too far. Jen-
nifer Zwikker said the loss of the trees 
in the area would be “unconscionable.”

“Our resources are finite,” she said, 
“but the damage we can do is not so.”

Planning Board member Del Snow 
told the council that she voted against 
the plan because a northern-area study 
group listed the property as important 
to keep at a lower density.

Council member Jim Ward said 
while there appears to be some area set 
aside near the farmhouse for tree pres-
ervation, the area mapped out is much 
smaller than the council envisioned and 
the trees that were preserved would not 
survive long.

“It’s like clear cutting McCorkle 
Place,” he said.

Council members Matt Czajkowski 
and Laurin Easthom suggested drop-
ping a row of housing units planned for 
the back of the property.

See  deVeLOPMenT  PAGe 7

carrboro Oks rezoning  
of library site

School board approves budget 
Concern about state funding remains

County delves into Unified 
development Ordinance

census shows change for carrboro

by kirk rOSS
Staff Writer

 CHAPeL HILL  —  After hearing 
again from advocates for and oppo-
nents of the county’s chosen site for 
a new library in a residential neigh-
borhood near Carrboro Elementary 
School, the Carrboro Board of Al-
dermen approved a rezoning request 
for the property on Tuesday.

The 6-1 vote came after a lengthy 

debate over the site and the impact 
of the town’s response on future li-
brary discussions.

Board member Jacquie Gist cast 
the lone vote against the rezoning, 
but stressed her support for a library.

“This isn’t about who does and who 
does not want a library,” she said, add-
ing that the site is not in an area of tran-
sition, as the county’s request indicated. 

“If you know Carrboro,” she said, 
“no, it’s not.”

All board members in favor of the 
site cast their votes with some reluc-
tance, expressing reservations about 
whether the 2.79-acre parcel could 
accommodate what’s proposed.

Mayor Mark Chilton urged the 
board to support the proposal, say-
ing it would be a show of good faith 
that Carrboro is ready to collaborate 
on the library.

See  Library  PAGe 7

by SuSan dickSOn
Staff Writer

The Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 
Schools Board of Education voted 
6-1 to approve their budget request 
last week, with a warning that the 
picture painted by the budget is un-
likely to mirror the financial situa-
tion the schools will actually face in 
the coming year. 

Bracing for cuts that state legisla-
tors have indicated are likely, Superin-
tendent Neil Pedersen has also identi-
fied $3.7 million in possible reductions 
– including the elimination of 62 posi-
tions – that are not part of the board’s 

budget request to the Orange County 
Board of Commissioners.

“All of [the possible cuts] are dif-
ficult. None of them are really rec-
ommended or desired. They’re not 
things we think we can just do with-
out,” Pedersen said. “These are huge 
reductions, unprecedented in recent 
decades, and they’re going to be felt 
throughout the school system by all 
types of students.” 

Pedersen’s budget projects $59.2 
million in local revenue, and as-
sumes that county funding will re-
main at the same level – about $36.6 
million – as in 2010-11.  The budget 
also assumes no change in the spe-

cial-district tax rate of 18.84 cents 
per $100 of valuation, and projects 
a 1 percent increase in the assessed 
value of the district tax base.

However, as part of its budget re-
quest, the board asked for a 1 cent 
increase in the special-district tax, 
to enable it to address possible state 
cuts that have not yet been identi-
fied. Under state statute, the county 
cannot increase the special-district 
tax more than the school board’s re-
quest, so board members said they 
wanted to keep that option open for 
the county. 

See  budGeT  PAGe 7

by SuSan dickSOn
Staff Writer

The Orange County Board of 
Commissioners on Tuesday took its 
first look at Phase II of the Unified 
Development Ordinance (UDO), 
which could change development 
standards and land use in the county. 

The UDO combines and stream-
lines all county regulations related to 
land development into one 800-page 
document. Last week, the board ap-
proved Phase I of the UDO after 

more than a year and a half of collect-
ing feedback and making revisions. 

While Phase I of the UDO fo-
cused on the framework of the zon-
ing technique used by the county, 
Phase II will address land-use loca-
tion, zoning and design standards 
and approval processes. 

County Planning Director Craig 
Benedict encouraged the board to 
focus on economic development and 
urban transition zones, which repre-
sent 3.3 percent of the county. 

“That’s some very valuable land,” 

he said, adding that water and sewer 
infrastructure is needed in some of 
those areas before development and 
growth can take place there. 

About 18 years ago, the county 
established three economic-devel-
opment districts: the Hillsborough 
Area Economic Development Dis-
trict, the Eno Economic Develop-
ment District and the Buckhorn 
Economic Development District. 

See  Ordinance  PAGe 7

by WiLL bryanT
Staff Writer

While there is still plenty of 
information spilling out from the 
results of the 2010 census, the bits 
and pieces that have come in show 
that Carrboro has undergone sig-
nificant demographic change in the 
past 10 years. 

According to data recently re-
leased by the U.S. Census Bureau, 
the town’s population surged 16.2 
percent in the past decade, rising 
from 16,782 to 19,582 people. This 
statistic mirrors the state of North 

Carolina’s growth in the first de-
cade of the new millennium, as 
the Tar Heel State has undergone 
an 18.5 percent increase in its total 
population. 

asians 
Of all the town’s demographics, 

none has experienced more growth 
than the Asian population. 

According to the latest census 
data, the Asian population in Car-
rboro has gone from 864 to 1,596 in 
the past 10 years. This 84.7 percent 
increase is primarily due to the re-
cent influx of Karen refugees. Many 

of these refugees have come to the 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro area because 
of the wide variety of work available 
at the university. 

According to local Habitat for 
Humanity officials, some Karen 
refugees, many of whom have been 
brought here by local Lutheran 
churches, have found housing 
through Habitat. Through these 
church organizations, the refugees 
are able to find employment and 
reasonably-priced housing. 

See  cenSuS  PAGe 7

reyna and Antonio Deharro enjoy a meal with their family during the 14th annual Community Dinner, held 
Sunday at the McDougle School Cafetorium. The event, designed to bring people from all walks of life together 
for an afternoon of great food and enter tainment, included performances by local groups and food donated by 
local restaurants. for more pictures of the event, see page 4. 

PHOTO By AllISON ruSSell  

dinner time
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thursday april 14
Cat’s Cradle: Citizen Cope. 9pm. 
$25/28

the Cave:  eARLY: Anne McCue 
LATe:  Creeping Weeds, Revolu-
tion Mill

City tap: Tracy Wiebeck. 7pm

Jessee’s Coffee and Bar: Kelly 
and The Ruths, Something Candid. 
8pm. Free

local 506: The builders and The 
butchers, Damion Suomi and The 
Minor Prophets. 9:30pm. $8

Memorial hall: Jennifer Koh. 

the station at southern 
rail: Some Army. 10pm

friday april 15
Cat’s Cradle: Mount Moriah, The 
Moaners, Filthybird. 9pm. Free

the Cave:  eARLY: Latecomers, 
Stormfront LATe: The Fervor, Gen-
tle Robot, The Drowning Loverss

City tap: Gasoline Stove, Daniel 
Sean

General store Cafe: Climb 
Jacob’s Ladder. 8pm

Jessee’s Coffee and Bar: 
HWYL, Mark Williams, Mary Sevi-
dge. 8pm. Free

local 506: Toro Y Moi, Adven-
ture, braids. 9:30pm. $9/11

saturday april 16
artsCenter: Scott Miller. 8:30pm

Cat’s Cradle: The Raveonettes, 
Tamaryn. 9pm. $15/17

the Cave:  eARLY: Rodie Ray 
LATe: Honeychile, Penny Prophets

City tap: Dave Quick and the 
Slow Hugs, Jack Maverick and his 
Wild Rebels, Sarah Shook and The 
Devil

flying furrito:  See no Weevil, 
Joe bell. 8pm. no cover

General store Cafe: String 
Machine. 8pm. $5

Jessee’s Coffee and Bar: 
Multiples, Alcazar Hotel, Spiralfire. 
8pm. Free

Katy’s Music Bar: The Throw-
backs band. 8pm

local 506: Acid Mothers Temple 
and The Melting Paraiso Ufo, Shilpa 
Ray and Her Happy Hookers, Clang 
Quartet. 9:30pm. $10/12

Nightlight: Ascetic Parade, Think 
big, bibis ellison, Tiger Saw, Golden 
Ghost. 9:30pm. $5

Nightlight: bibis ellison, Tiger 
Saw, Golden Ghost. 9:30pm. $5

Open Eye: Loose Mood. 8pm

the station at southern 
rail: bad Dog blues band. 6pm

suNday april 17
ackland art Museum: UnC-
Chapel Hill Composers’ Concert. 
1pm

artsCenter: Aimee Mann. 7pm 

Cat’s Cradle: Mike Posner, Kel-
ley James, ella Riot, K.o. Kid. 8pm. 
$16/18

Jessee’s Coffee and Bar: 
Steph Stewart. 8pm. Free

local 506: Camron McGill 
and What Army, Adam Arcuragi. 
9:30pm. $8

Nightlight: International Grape-
vine, White Fang

Open Eye: Tad Dreis. 8pm

MONday april 18
Cat’s Cradle: british Sea Power, 
A Classic education, north elemen-
tary. 8:30pm. $12/14

resevoir:  Shannon o’Connor, 
bamaby bright, Dead Sea Sparrow. 
10pm. $5

tuEsday april 19
local 506: The beauvilles, Spiral-
fire, Blorr. 9pm. $7

Memorial hall: Tony Allen’s 
Afrobeat orchestra. 7:30pm

Nightlight: neill Prewitt, R. 
Garcia, TJ Yugen. 9:30pm. $5

wEdNEsday 
april 20
the Cave:  LATe: Mecankill, 
Shadowbunny, bicameral Mind, 
orgavin. $5

Nightlight: Lucinda black bear, 
Jazon zavala. 9:30pm

thursday april 21
Cat’s Cradle: big K.R.I.T and 
Freddie Gibbs, Smoke DzA. 
9;30pm. $13/15

the Cave:  LATe: Tisch Center 
Benefit: Front Porch Sofa

City tap: Chris Filan. 7pm

General store Cafe: Tony 
Galiani. 7pm

MusiC CalENdar

CarOliNa thEatrE 
Of durhaM
309 W. Morgan St., 560-3030

Full Frame Documentary Film 
Festival, Thursday-Sunday; Making 
the boys, Monday-Thursday at 7 
& 9 p.m.; The Last Lions, Monday-
Thursday at 7:10 p.m.; even the Rain, 
Monday-Thursday at 9:10 p.m. 

ChElsEa thEatEr
Timberlyne, 1129 Weaver Dairy 
Road, 968-3005

Jane eyre; Win Win; The 
Conspirator

 

thE luMiNa
Southern Village, 932-9000

Hop; Hanna; Rio; Scream 4; Your 
Highness

rEGal tiMBErlyNE 6
120 banks Drive, 933-8600

Arthur; Rio 3D; Scream 4; Soul 
Surfer; Source Code; Your Highness

thE Varsity
123 e. Franklin St., 967-8865

black Swan; Just Go With It; Gno-
meo & Juliet; Unknown

MOViEs we suggest you call for exact show times

spOtliGht: record store day

Founded in 2007 as a celebration of the unique culture 
surrounding more than 700 independently owned record 
stores in the U.S. and abroad, Record Store Day will be 
celebrated this Saturday, April 16, at several area locations 
with vinyl and CD releases, promotional products and 
special appearances.

In recognition of the day, the db’s will release a 7-inch vinyl 
teaser of their new album due out next year. And Super-
chunk will be re-releasing a remastered version of their 
1996 album Here’s Where the Strings Come In. 

CD Alley in Chapel Hill and All Day Records in Carrboro 
are participating. Stop into both and see what else new is 
on the shelves.

 durham’s historic movie palace
film schedule april 15-21

309 west morgan st. downtown durham
carolinatheatre.org ~ 919.560.3030

april 14 - april 17
full frame  

documentarY film festival

Monday-Thursday only!
making the boYs (DVD Projection) 

Nightly at 7 & 9 pm

Monday-Thursday only!
the last lions 
Nightly at 7:10 pm

Monday-Thursday only!
even the rain 
Nightly at 9:10 pm

email your name & number to contest@carrborocitizen.com
(don’t worry, we promise not to spam you)

we’ll draw for a pair of 4-day passes on Tuesday, April 19.
festival schedule & info at shakorihills.org

Your CommunitY newspaper monthlY arts, musiC, literature and dining
  CarrboroCitizen.Com/main  CarrboroCitizen.Com/mill

Win Tickets to 

The Shakori Hills
Grassroots Festival

4 days of music & dance
Silk Hope, NC     April 21 thru 24

NEED MULCH?
WE’VE GOT IT!

ORANGE COUNTY LANDFILL 
EUBANKS RD. CHAPEL HILL 

MON- FRI   8AM- 4PM     
SAT 7:30-12 NOON

We load, you tarp.
Trucks and trailers only.

Delivery is available.

Conventional           
Yard Waste Mulch
$22.00 / 3 cubic yards

$28.00 / 1 cubic yard

Decorative “Red” Mulch                                   
& Organic Compost 

Orange County Solid Waste Management
(919) 968-2788

recycling@co.orange.nc.us 
www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling

catscradle.com H 919.967.9053 H 300 E. Main StrEEt
* *a s t e r i s k s  d e n o t e  a d va n c e  t i c k e t s  @  s c h o o l k i d s  r e c o r d s  i n  r a l e i g h ,  c d  a l l e y  i n  c h a p e l  h i l l 
order tix online at etix.com  H   we serve carolina brewery beer on tap!H   we are a non-smoking club

th 4/14 an intimate solo/
acoustic  evening with 
citizen cope SOLD OUT

fr 4/15 
album release party 
mount moriah 

w/the moaners and 
filthybird free ShOw!

sa 4/16**($15/$17) 
the raveonettes 

w/tamaryn
su 4/17 mike posner 

            w/kelly james, 
  ella riot 

    and k.o. kid 
the mike posner show  

was moved from disco rodeo 
all tickets will be honored 

mo 4/18**($12/$14) 
british sea power 

w/a classic education 
and north elementary

th 4/21 big krit and 
freddie gibbs 

w/smoke dza**($13/$15)

sa 4/23 yacht 
w/jeffrey jerusalem  

and robes**($12/$15)

mo 4/25 devin the dude 
and cunninlynguists 

w/homeboy sandman 
and coughee 

brothaz**($14/$16)

tu 4/26 yelle w/french 
horn rebellion **($18/$20)

we 4/27 eisley**($12/$15) 
w/the narrative and 

christie dupree 
th 4/28 man man**($14) 

w/grandchildren
fr 4/29 peter, bjorn 

& john**($15/$18) 
w/bachelorette

sa 4/30**($14/$16) 
young dro, killer 
mike, pac div, dee 1

mo 5/2 pinback 
w/judgement 

day**($14/$16)

tu 5/3**($15/$17) 
brooke fraser 
w/cary brothers

we 5/4**($15) 
bomba estero

sa 5/7 the twilight 
singers w/margot 

& the nuclear so 
& so’s**($15/$18)

tu 5/10**($13/$15) 
uh huh her 

w/diamonds under fire

th 5/12 thursday 
w/pygmy lush and 

i was totally 
destroying it**($15)

fr 5/13**($12) lost in the 
trees w/the toddlers

sa 5/14  woods charter 
school benefit lynn 

blakey & ecki heins  
w/tres chicas, great  

big gone and lynn
tu 5/17 junip (elias 

araya, jose gonzalez, 
tobias winterkorn) 
w/the acrylics**($15)

we 5/18  dawes**($10/$12) 
w/luego and wylie 

hunter & the 
cazadores

fr 5/20  mac miller**($15) 
w/rapsody

sa 5/21  the old 
ceremony w/dexter 

romweber and the new 
romans**($10/$12)

th 5/26 corrosion 
of conformity and 

scream**($16/$18)

we 6/1**($16/$18) 
okkervil river 

w/titus andronicus 
and future islands

th 6/2 matt and kim 
w/the hood 

internet**($25)

fr 6/3 nashville pussy 
w/koffin kats**($15/$18)

sa 6/4 paul thorn**($15) 
w/dark water rising

th 5/9**($15) 
sondre lerche

su 6/12 joe purdy 
w/the milk carton kids 

**($15/$17) seated show

tu 6/14**($15) 
jonny (norman blake 
from teenage fanclub 

and euros childs of 
gorky's zygotic mynci) 

w/apex manor
th 6/16**($17/$20) 

dave alvin and the 
guilty ones and los 

straitjackets
sa 6/18 FREE SHOW 

SPLILT 7: RELEASE PARTY! 
jennyanykind / the 
moaners w/special 
guest pinche gringo
fr 6/24 ben sollee 

w/thousands**($15/$17)
sa 6/25  burn center  
benefit southwing, 

rebecca & the hi tones 
and willie painter band

sa 6/25  music from 
the filim winter's bone 

performed live featuring: 
merideth sisco, dennis 
crider, bo brown, van 
colbert, tedi may and 

linda stoffel
sa 7/9**($25/$30)  

an evening with  
the psychedlic furs

mo 7/25 eels**($18/$21)

SA 4/30 
young dro

SOLD 
OUT

TU 4/26 
yelle

local 506  (chapel hill)
SU 5/1 anamanaguchi 

TU 5/17 here we go magic 
w/caveman

Sa 6/11 thao & mirah 
w/led to sea

we 6/15 david mayfield 
parade

we 7/15 bill callahan 
w/ed askew

the artscenter  (carrboro)
fr 4/22  kina grannis 
w/imaginary friend

TU 5/17  crash test dummies
Th 5/19  amor de dias / 

damon & naomi
SU 6/5  sam bradley 
w/holly conlan

mO 7/11  david wilcox

disco rodeo (raleigh)

4/17 mike posner show has been 
moved to cat's cradle

we 5/4 interpol 
w/school of seven bells

raleigh amphitheatre

Sa 6/11  the 
decemberists 

w/best coast tix via 
ticketmaster co-presented 

with live nation

lincoln theatre  (raleigh)
    TU 6/16  noah and the whale

kings  (raleigh)
SU 4/17  handsome furs 

w/grimes
Sa 5/7  wintersleep

aLSO preSenTinG

SA 6/11 
the decemberists

RALEIgH 

AmPHITHEATRE

SOLD OUT

Jessee’s Coffee and Bar: 
Swang brothers, Tod eric Verts. 
8pm. Free

local 506: Grails, James black-
shaw. 9:30pm. $10/12

Memorial hall: branford Marsalis 
with the north Carolina Jazz Reper-
tory orchestra. 7:30pm

Nightlight: Pink Flag, Let Me 
Crazy. 9:30pm

the station at southern 
rail: Aminal. 10pm

friday april 22
the Cave:  eARLY: nikki Meets 
the Hibachi, Matthew brookshire. $5 
LATe:  Last Years Men, Spider 
bags 

City tap: brenda Linton, Greg 
Hawks and bluemont Road, Chris 
Chappell

General store Cafe: Apple-
sauce. 8pm

Jessee’s Coffee and Bar: 
Devon elizabeth, Animal Alphabet. 
8pm. Free

local 506: I Was Totally Destroy-
ing It, Antibubbles, Prisms. 9:30pm. 
$4/7

Nightlight: Senryu, Wesley Wolfe

Open Eye: Dogwood Deddy. 8pm

saturday april 23
artsCenter: Too Much Fun An-
niversary Concert. 8:30pm 

Cat’s Cradle: Yacht, Jeffrey Jeru-
salem, Robes. 9pm. $12/15

the Cave:  eARLY: bad Dog blues 
band. $5 LATe: Rootsie, Henbrain

City tap: See no Weevil, Shawn 
Deena

General store Cafe: Mathew 
brookshire, nikki Meets the Hibachi. 

Jessee’s Coffee and Bar: Jeff 
Hart, Red Mojo. 8pm. Free

local 506: embarrassing Fruits, 
The big Picture, Towers. 9:30pm. 
Free

Open Eye: Gray byrd. 8pm

the station at southern 
rail: Doug Largent Trio. 6pmMusic

thE raVEONEttEs
saturday april 16

Cat’s Cradle
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 Briefs
False hate crime report

UNC freshman Quinn Matney’s reports to police that he 
had been assaulted outside a UNC residence hall last week 
were determined to be false by police on Tuesday. 

Police had previously determined that the crime was fu-
eled by Matney’s sexual orientation and were investigating the 
case as a hate crime. In a report to police, Matney claimed that 
two men had confronted him, one of whom grabbed him and 
branded him with a scalding metal object. Matney sustained 
severe damage to his left hand. His accusations were later prov-
en to be false by the UNC Department of Public Safety, and 
now Matney could face charges of his own.

Chancellor Holden Thorpe sent out a message to all stu-
dents on Tuesday condemning Matney’s actions, but also 
said that UNC will always take accusations of hate crimes 
very seriously. 

“It is important to recognize that incidents of harassment 
do occur,” said Thorp. “When they do, we take them seriously. 
We strive to foster a welcoming, inclusive and safe environ-
ment at Carolina.”

OWASA to get Durham water
OWASA will receive drinking water from the City of Dur-

ham’s water system today (Thursday) due to work that will take 
the Jones Ferry Road Water Treatment Plant out of operation 
for six to eight hours. 

Officials do not expect any change in water quality or reli-
ability of service due to the work, which will involve replacing 
a meter that measures process water flow within the treatment 
plant. 

OWASA estimates that it may receive about 2 million gal-
lons from Durham on Thursday. Through mutual aid agree-
ments, Durham and OWASA provide water to each other 
when necessary. 

Good Friday bus schedule
Chapel Hill Transit will operate on the Saturday service 

schedule on April 22 in observance of Good Friday. 
The following Saturday routes will operate: CM, CW, D, 

FG, JN and the T.  
The Saturday U and NU routes will not operate.
On April 24, the U route will begin operation at 1:50 p.m. 

at the Carolina Coffee Shop and the NU route will begin at 
1:45 p.m. at the PR lot.

CHT will return to regular service on April 25.

Committee seeks members
Chapel Hill is accepting applications for the Community 

Policing Advisory Committee.
The committee’s focus is on enhancing the public’s aware-

ness of police department services and providing a forum for 
citizen input regarding those services. 

Members serve staggered, three-year terms and meetings 
will be held at 7 p.m. on the second Wednesday of every month.

For more information, contact the town clerk at 968-2757. 
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State investigating contamination on elm Street

Weaver Street repairs continue

By tAyLOr SISk
Staff Writer

CARRBORO – The state 
Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR) 
is investigating effects on homes 
and businesses near the inter-
section of Main and Weaver 
streets of a chemical apparently 
dumped by a now-defunct dry-
cleaning business.

The chemical, perchloro-
ethylene, or PERC, a colorless, 
nonflammable liquid commonly 
used in the dry-cleaning busi-
ness, is a potential cancer-caus-
ing agent. 

According to a statement re-
leased by the Town of Carrboro, 
the contaminant is easily vapor-
ized and can migrate into build-
ings. One home on nearby Elm 
Street was found to have unac-

ceptable vapor levels of the sub-
stance, and DENR officials say 
the department is taking steps to 
counteract any health risks that 
might result from those levels.

DENR public information 
officer Cathy Akroyd said on 
Tuesday that the department has 
received results from indoor air 
sampling conducted last week at 
two other Elm Street residences, 
an adjacent restaurant and the 
site of the former dry-cleaning 
business at 408 W. Weaver St. 

“All are considered safe and 
had either no contaminants or 
were well within acceptable lim-
its from a human health stand-
point,” said Akroyd.

“Our contractor is developing 
a work plan for the next scope 
of investigative work, which in-
volves the collection of soil gas 
and groundwater data,” Akroyd 
said. The investigation will in-

clude indoor air sampling at the 
affected Elm Street residence 
and a vacant house next door, 
but at no other locations.

The building at 408 W. Weav-
er St. was the location of MEM 
One-Hour Martinizing in the 
early 1970s, and is now the site 
of Summerwinds Pools & Spas. 
DENR discovered evidence of 
PERC at the CITGO station at 
the corner of Main and Weaver 
streets in 2009 and traced it back 
to the former dry-cleaning loca-
tion. At the time the business 
was in operation, such chemi-
cals were commonly disposed 
of with little or no knowledge of 
the health risks they posed.

According to the town’s state-
ment, its staff has been in com-
munication with DENR’s Dry 
Cleaning Solvent Clean-up Act 
team and staff from the Orange 
County Health Department. 

DENR’s Division of Waste 
Management is coordinating 
the investigation and cleanup. 
DENR has been conducting 
statewide testing for PERC and 
similar contaminants.

Akroyd said on Tuesday that 
no further indoor air testing is 
planned at this point because 
“we do not have any data which 
suggests that there is a vapor in-
trusion risk at any other struc-
tures in the area.”

DENR will, however, be col-
lecting soil data from the imme-
diate vicinity. 

“At this time, there is no in-
dication of any threats related to 
this or of any precautions that 
need to be taken,” Akroyd said.

The time and location of a 
public-information session on 
the investigation and cleanup 
will shortly be announced by the 
Division of Waste Management.

 CARRBORO  – The east block 
of Weaver Street remains 
closed to all vehicular traffic 
and will remain closed for ap-
proximately four to eight more 
weeks as work continues on the 
yearlong project to replace the 
street’s collapsing roadbed and 
the 80-year-old sewer line be-
neath it. 

The first phase of the $1 mil-
lion project started in March at 
the eastern end of the road and 
will work west toward the in-
tersection of Main and Weaver 
streets, across from Town Hall. 

Last week, contractors be-
gan installing a storm-sewer 
system along the south side of 
the street, milling off asphalt 
surface and excavating the ex-
isting road base. Similar work 
will continue for several more 
weeks. 

Pedestrian access remains 
open along Weaver Street, though 
pedestrians may be directed to 
one side of the street or the other, 
depending on the proximity of 
construction activities.

Water main installation 
work will soon begin in the west 
block of Weaver Street near 
the intersection with North 
Greensboro Street. 

The bus stops at Weaver 
Street Market and the Carr-
boro Century Center are tem-
porarily closed. Passengers may 
board the CW bus at the alter-
nate bus stops on Main Street 
at Jade Palace (westbound) 
and on Main Street at Weaver 

Street Realty (eastbound). 
The bus stops on Weaver 

Street at Lindsay Street also are 
temporarily closed. Passengers 
may board the bus at the alter-
nate bus stops on Main Street 
at Carrboro Town Hall. 

Town officials have said 

drivers should expect con-
gestion downtown, and sug-
gest using Estes Drive Exten-
sion and N.C. 54 bypass for 
through traffic and Jones Ferry 
Road as an alternate route into 
downtown. 

– Staff Reports

PhoTo by aLex maness

Cliff’s Meat Market
sizzlin’ savings

100 West Main st., Carrboro
919-942-2196 H Mon-sat 9am-6pm

Debit
& EBT

Prices good thru 4/21/11

All NAturAl 
Ground Chuck 

$2.99/lb

Cut to Order
Whole Fresh 

Chickens
$1.29/lb

Hand Cut

ribeyes 
$7.99/lb

FresH dAily
Boneless, skinless 

Chicken Breasts 
$2.99/lb

FresH mAde dAily 
Country 
sausage 
$1.99/lb

Hand Dipped 
Oysters

$12.99/pint

Cut to Order
Grass-Fed 

sirloin
$5.99/lb

CertiFied OrGANiC 
Chicken 
$2.49/lb

renting party Chairs & tables!

Cut to Order 
Pork Chops 

CeNter Cut 
$2.99/lb

Baldwin Custom Cabinetry
and Home Improvement

Cabinet re-facing & Carpentry
Hardwood flooring
Door & window installation

Screened decks & porches
Room additions/Painting & sheetrock 
Electrical, plumbing & roofing

Dale Baldwin 
336-266-4228

Josh Baldwin 
336-512-5612

25% off all work with this ad. Expires Sept. 30, 2011.
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Romeo and Juliet
The N.C. Shakespeare Festival will present Romeo 

and Juliet on Friday at 4 p.m. in the downstairs meet-
ing room of the Orange County Main Library.

The production is intended for an audience of 
middle and high school students. It will last an hour 
and will feature six actors.

For more information, call 245-2537 or visit 
www.co.orange.nc.us/LibraryEvents/index.aspx

Earth Day event
There will be an Earth Day event Saturday from 

9 a.m. to noon at River Park in Hillsborough. Or-
ange County staff will share information about rain 
gardens, rain barrels, land conservation, plans for 
future county parks and more.

Also participating in the event are the Eno River 
Association, the Orange County Beekeepers Asso-
ciation and the Friends of the N.C. Mountains-to-
Sea Trail. Boy Scouts will sell rain barrels.

For more information, contact Rich Shaw at 245-
2514 or rshaw@co.orange.nc.us

Healthy Kids Day
The Chapel Hill-Carrboro YMCA will host its 

annual Healthy Kids Day on Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

The event will get kids moving with a live DJ, 
games, raffles, inflatable games and a bounce house, 
and information will be provided on keeping kids 
healthy and active.

For more information, contact Carrie Gorn at 
215-483-5482 or cgornpr@comcast.net

Community celebration and 
picnic

Habitat for Humanity of Orange County will 
host a community celebration and picnic Saturday at 
Phoenix Place, Orange County’s newest green-built 
neighborhood.

The event will celebrate the completion of Phoe-
nix Place, a part of the Rogers Road community, as 
families move in. There will be lunch and activities 
for children beginning at 11:30 a.m.

For more information, call 932-7077 or visit or-
angehabitat.org. For directions, visit orangehabitat.
org/directions/index.php?PhoenixPlace

Kids’ seedling event
The Carrboro Farmers’ Market will give away 

farmer-grown tomato seedlings to kids Saturday be-
ginning at 8:30 a.m.

The types of tomatoes will vary, from beefsteaks 
to heirlooms and everything in between. Fifth Sea-
son Gardening Company will provide organic pot-
ting soil as well as growing tips and other useful 
information for new gardeners. Kids will be able to 

personalize their new plants with plant labels pro-
vided by Kidzu Children’s Museum. For more in-
formation, visit carrborofarmersmarket.com

Special-needs egg hunt
There will be an egg hunt for children with spe-

cial needs and their siblings Saturday in the Learn-
ing Garden at the Chapel Hill Community Center.

The event costs $2 per child and is open to chil-
dren 2 to 8 years old. There are three time slots: 
10:30 a.m., 11:15 a.m. or noon. Participants should 
bring their own baskets and pre-registration is re-
quired at townofchapelhill.org/register

For more information, contact Marian Kaslovsky 
at 968-2813 or mkaslovsky@townofchapelhill.org

Volunteer appreciation week
This week, Orange County’s Animal Services 

Department is celebrating volunteer appreciation 
week to recognize the many volunteers who help 
the department run smoothly on a daily basis. Staff 
members have been doing special things for volun-
teers this week, including writing thank-you notes 
and bringing candy.

Anyone interested in becoming a volunteer can 
fill out an application online at www.co.orange.
nc.us/animalservices/volunteers.asp or contact Sar-
ah Fallin at 942-7387, ext. 224.

Egg hunt
Chapel Hill’s Annual Community Egg Hunt will 

be Saturday at Homestead Community Park. Enter-
tainment will begin at 9:30 a.m. and the egg hunt 
will start at 10:30 a.m.

The event is a free spring celebration for children 
2 to 10 years of age. Activities will include the egg 
hunt, live entertainment by Katharine Whalen and 
William Dawson, prizes and a visit from the Easter 
Bunny. Egg hunts will be divided by age.

In case of rain, the hunt will be held Sunday at 2 
p.m. For more information, visit townofchapelhill.
org/communityevents or call Chapel Hill Parks & 
Recreation at 968-2784.

Summer Glee
Community Chorus Project, a new Chapel Hill 

arts company, will partner with UNC’s Department 
of Music this summer to create Summer Glee, a new 
performing-arts opportunity for young people.

The program will select up to 70 of the region’s 
most talented young singers, dancers and actors 
aged 11 to 18 for auditions. The two-week workshop 
(July 11-22) will lead to a public performance on the 
UNC campus. Auditions will be held on April 30, 
with callbacks on May 1.

For more information, visit communitychorus-
project.org

Briefs

this week we respond to 
questions about geriatrics 
and regional pain syndrome.

dear house Calls, My 
mother is 81 years old and 
has seen her primary-care 
doctor for seven years. I think 
she should now see a doctor 
who specializes in geriatrics. 
When is this a good idea?

that’s a great question. it’s 
important to consider her 
needs and circumstances 
as she ages. the doctor 
who has a 7-year relation-
ship with your mother is, 
presumably, a specialist in 
meeting her needs, and 
perhaps is the best person 
to provide medical care as 
she ages. Without knowing 
your mom’s medical needs, 
it’s really impossible to give 
you specific advice. Some-
times, when our loved ones 
age, we look for that doctor 
that can reverse the aging 
process. this may or may 
not be what your mother is 
looking for and may not be 
in her long-term interest. 
but certainly switching to 
a geriatrician will not make 
this more likely to happen. 
this is more about the phy-
sician’s style as well as his or 
her relationship with your 
mother and ability to meet 

her needs. there are wide-
spread efforts to improve 
the quality of practice and 
in-training for family physi-
cians and internists in the 
care of geriatric patients. 
there are far fewer geriatri-
cians in the u.s. than are 
needed to care for older 
adults. Most geriatricians 
work in nursing homes and/
or at teaching hospitals, 
dedicating large portions of 
their time to teaching and 
research. so for now, and 
for the foreseeable future, 
most people over 80 will be 
cared for by family physi-
cians and internists. in some 
cases, geriatricians provide 
consultations, sometimes as 
part of a multidisciplinary 
team, that can help your 
mom and her family doctor 
develop a long-term plan 
for maximizing indepen-
dence and quality of life. 
these decisions are compli-
cated. Good luck.

dear house Calls, I re-
cently had surgery on my leg 
and afterwards I developed 
severe pain in my foot and 
experienced some swelling. 
It got so bad that I started 
taking oxycodone. My family 
doctor diagnosed me with a 
regional pain syndrome and 

advised me to use capsaicin 
and gabapentin for the pain. 
These helped a great deal. I 
am off the oxycodone. I had 
never heard of regional pain 
syndrome before. How com-
mon is it?

regional pain syndrome 
is not common. it often 
occurs after trauma – for 
example, after falling and 
breaking a wrist or ankle – 
but also can occur after sur-
gery. the mechanism is not 
well understood and leads 
patients and doctors to a 
lot of confusion. if capsaicin 
and gabapentin are helping, 
it sounds like you and your 
doctor are on the right 
track. these drugs both 
work well for nerve pain. 
We’re glad you were able 
to get off oxycodone, which 
is a very potent and addic-
tive narcotic that can have 
serious short- and long-
term side effects. We’re 
glad you’re feeling better.

House Calls is a weekly col-
umn by Dr. Adam Goldstein, 
Dr. Cristy Page and Dr. Adam 
Zolotor on behalf of your 
health and the uNC Depart-
ment of Family Medicine.

practicing family physicians from the unC 
department of Family Medicine have teamed up 
with The Carrboro Citizen to bring you a weekly 
feature responding to your questions about 
health and medicine. send your questions or 
comments to yourhealth@unc.edu

HouSE Calls

sell your stuff.
carrborocitizen.com/classifieds

got news?
do you know 
something 
we don’t?
send it to us at: 
news@ 
carrborocitizen.com

Your community 
newspaper

Clem self, a member of the orange County 
Jammers senior Cheerleaders, helps to 
prepare and serve desser ts.

liseth Gomez, 6, and hayden smith, 5, members of the durham-based Kidznotes, perform at 
the Community dinner.

bruce ballentine, orange County Manager Frank Clifton, 
Carrboro board of aldermen member randee haven-
o’donnell and Cheryl solow volunteer to serve food.

laura Christensen of durham, penny bailey of durham, 
sylvia Gelblum of Chapel hill and James and susan Moeser of 
Chapel hill serve as volunteers at the Community dinner.

Community Dinner  pHotoS By alliSon RuSSEll
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tHuRSDay apRil 14
orange County Beekeep-
ers — Monthly meeting with guest 
speaker dr. Mike simone-Finstrom. 
orange County agricultural exten-
sion Office in Hillsborough, 7pm 
Free theocba.org

Bye Bye Birdie — opening per-
formance by Carrboro high school 
theatre, continuing on april 15 and 
16. Carrboro high school audito-
rium, 7:30pm $8 adults/$5 students 
chsreservations@gmail.com

Mark nicholls — to lecture 
on sir Walter raleigh: in life and 
legend. Wilson special Collections 
library, 5:45pm Free lib.unc.edu 

FRiDay apRil 15
Contra Dance — With music 
by the Carolina Cutups. Carrboro 
Century Center, workshop at 
7:30pm, dance at 8pm $8 csda-
dance.org

Bicycle Coalition Fundraiser 
— proceeds go to planning and 
holding cycling events in Carrboro-
Chapel hill. Johnny’s, 5-10pm $5 
bikecarrboro.com

Computer Classes — 4-week 
class begins with the Chapel hill 
seniornet. seymour senior Center, 
www.chapel-hill-seniornet.org

Hunger Fundraiser — For 
youth aged 11-18, continuing on 
april 16. participants will sleep 
overnight in cardboard boxes in the 
hillsong Church parking lot. hillsong.
org

SatuRDay apRil 16
Egg Hunt — For children aged 
2-10 years old. homestead park, 
9:30am-noon Free 

ClydeFESt — Celebrates folk 
artist Clyde Jones with art, games, 
music and food. bynum ballpark in 
Clydeville, 11am-4pm $7/adults, $3/
children chathamarts.org

Book Swap — trade gently used 
books for “new” ones in honor 
of earth Week. Chapel hill public 
library, 11am-4pm 968-2780

Japan Fundraiser — 7th annual 
spring Wine show with a portion 
of sales to benefit earthquake and 
tsunami recovery in Japan. Weaver 
street Market, 228 s. Churton st., 
hillsborough, 1-5pm $5 weaver-
streetmarket.coop

arts and Crafts Show — With 
more than 30 artists and live music. 
hillsborough-orange County Visitors 
Center, 150 e. King st., 10am-5pm 
942-6410

Seedling Event — the Car-
rboro Farmers’ Market will give away 
farmer-grown tomato seedlings to 
kids. Carrboro Farmers’ Market, 
8:30am

Food truck Rodeo — Cap-
tain ponchos tacos, Will and pops, 
indian Food on Wheels and blue sky 
dining, in conjunction with Kinetix 
health Club. 403 W. Main st., 4-7pm

End-of-life Workshop — 
Choices to Make before it’s too late, 
will explore the important issues and 
decisions to be made. Carolina Mead-
ows, 10am-2pm $10 fcat-nc.org

Sunday april 17

touch a truck — Joint fundraiser 
for unC Children’s hospital’s prom-
ise Grant and boy scout troop 39. 
university Mall parking lot, 12-4pm 
$5 person/$20 max per family

Ernest Dollar — discusses 
the rankest rebel town: Chapel 
hill and the end of the Civil War. 
Chapel hill public library, 2pm 
chapelhillpubliclibrary.org

CHiClE Event — Film pre-
sentation and talk about a trip to 
oaxaca in conjunction with Wit-
ness for peace. ChiCle language 
institute, 5pm Free chi-cle.com

MonDay apRil 18
Ciclovida: lifecycle — host-
ed by Carrboro Greenspace, the 
film follows a group of farmers 
from northeast brazil who traverse 
the entire south american conti-
nent by bike in search of natural 
seeds. across from Weaver street 
Market lawn, 7pm carrborogreens-
pace.org

audition Scheduled — For 
orange Community players pre-
sentation of once upon a Mat-
tress, ages 8 and up. hillsborough 
exchange Club, 6-8pm ocpnc.com

Container Gardening — 
seymour Center, 10-11:30am 
donations accepted pre-register at 
968-2056

Recreation programs — on-
line registration begins for summer 
programs sponsored by Chapel hill 
parks & recreation. townofchapel-
hill.org/register

tuESDay apRil 19
tar Heel Shorties — With 
Cucalorus Film Festival director 
dan brawley, will be shown as part 
of the Chathamarts sustainable 
Cinema. Fearrington barn, 7pm

WEDnESDay apRil 20
novelist Workshop — in-
troduction, overview and searching 
tips for novelist: the online readers’ 
resource that helps you uncover your 
next read. Chapel hill public library, 
5-6pm Free registration required 
968-2780 

tHuRSDay apRil 21
D. G. Martin — to speak on 
“thirteen is My lucky number: 
upcoming interviews With Fasci-
nating people.” seymour Center, 
2:30pm Free

autism awareness lecture 
— presented by the opC area 
program, will feature a lecture by 
Jim Bodfish. Extraordinary Ven-
tures, 200 s. elliott road, 1-3pm 
Free 913-4055

Sacrificial Poets — Grand slam 
Finals. the artsCenter, 7pm artscen-
terlive.org

Fair trade Event — sample car-
damom brownies and locally roasted 
coffee, with part of the proceeds to 
fund the Fair trade town initiative. 
Vimala’s Curryblossom Cafe, 5-9pm 
humanrightscities.org

FRiDay apRil 22
Khenpo Karthar Rinpoche 
— to speak on “What is Wisdom in 
tibetan buddhism?” unity Center of 
peace, 7:30pm suggested donation $10 
registration required piedmontktc.org

SatuRDay apRil 23
Easter Egg Hunt — sponsored 
by the preservation society of Cha-
pel hill, for children 8 and under. on 

the lawn of horace Williams house, 
10am chapelhillpreservation.com

ongoing
Cancer Support — support 
groups at Cornucopia house for 
cancer patients and their families. 
cornucopiahouse.org

Cancer Support — support 
groups and wellness programs 
sponsored by n.C. Cancer hospital. 
unclineberger.org/patient/support/
supportgroup.asp

tax assistance — Free for 
clients of any age whose household 
income is low to moderate. all Vita 
services are available at no charge 
including electronic filing of your tax 
return (e-file). El Centro Hispano, 
Carrboro plaza shopping and sey-
mour Center, orangecountync.gov.

Calendar

Send your Community Calendar submissions to calendar@carrborocitizen.com

For those seeking the most of what spring has to offer in the triangle, 
check out the 16th annual piedmont Farm tour.

the tour is april 16-17 from 1 to 5 p.m. For the cost of a ticket ($25 
in advance and $30 the day of), visitors can see as many of the tour’s 
40 farms as possible in the two-day span. Keep in mind, though, that 
because of the distance between each farm, you’ll probably be able to 
visit only three or four per day. 

not only is the farm tour a great way to get out and enjoy the weather, 
it’s a great opportunity for people in the community to see where their 
food comes from. Farmers will give tips on gardening and land-preser-
vation techniques. and be sure to bring a cooler – you’ll be able to buy 
produce, eggs, cheese and meat at many of the farms you’ll visit.

and the tour isn’t just for adults, as 22 of the 40 farms have attractions 
just for children. at many of the farms, kids can pet goats, cows and 
rabbits; feed chickens; and go on hayrides. 

SpotliGHt: piedmont Farm tour

illustration by phil blank

Another beautiful day in Carrboro!
Dr. Chas Gaertner, DC • ncchiropractic.net • 929-3552

Crook’s Corner
Casual Fine Southern Dining

Serving Dinner & Sunday Brunch

“Country Cookin’ Gone Cool ... Then:
bait shop and juke joint. Now: crazed

folk-art animals on the roof, post-grad-
uates in the kitchen. Waiters decon-

struct the War Between the States as
they serve your jalapeno-cheese hush

puppies and oyster-and-filet mignon
scalawags. Get in line for Crook’s 

signature dish: Shrimp and Grits with
bacon, scallions, and mushrooms.”

—Travel & Leisure

“Sacred ground for Southern foodies
... Part neighborhood diner, part

upscale restaurant, Crook’s Corner is 
a nightly celebration”

—The New York Times

“The Best Place to Eat in Chapel Hill,
in North Carolina, and possibly on Earth”

—Delta Sky Magazine

Open for dinner Tues-Sun at 5:30 pm
Sun Brunch 10:30 am-2:00 pm

Reservations accepted, Walk-ins welcome
610 West Franklin St, Chapel Hill, NC

www.crookscorner.com • 919-929-7643
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Dan Ryon
Financial Advisor
205 West Main Street, Suite 101
Carrboro, NC  27510
Bus. 919-933-3191

Investments
Retirement Planning Services
Education Savings
Financial Assessments
Free Portfolio Reviews

v
v
v
v
v

Member SIPC

Fri 4/15 7pm-8:30pm  
Kids Mad Science Club- Make It, Break It, 

Test It, Shake It at Flyleaf! Bring the kids to 
have fun with hands-on science. Ages 5+ 

Also – great family event – Wed 4/20 7pm  
Storyteller Donald Davis

Earth Day Events

c o m i n g  a p r i l  2 8 t h . . .

Carrboro 
Centennial

1911-2011 Commemorative Magazine
The Carrboro Citizen will commemorate 

the Town’s 100th anniversary with a 48-page “keepsake” 
section featuring articles by our staff writers and contributors, 

photographs from past and present, 
a timeline of Carrboro’s history, facts & info, 
and remarks from local movers and shakers.

Look for the Carrboro CentenniaL magazine 
inside your apriL 28th Citizen!

at the site of the newly completed stream-restoration project 
at baldwin park on saturday, Chapel hill town Council member 
donna bell, Chapel hill Mayor Mark Kleinschmidt and Carrboro 
board of aldermen member randee haven-o’donnell look on 
as residents Gracie Webb and howard “buddy” baldwin plant an 
ironwood tree.                              photo by aliCia steMper

at ear th action day at southern Community park on saturday, 
champion Open Eye Café barista Michael Harwood fields 
questions as he demonstrates a human-powered coffee roaster.

photo by KirK ross

Compost Bins for Sale

8 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Monday - Friday

$50 each
tax included

Cash or checks only!

Questions?
(919)968-2788                         

recycling@co.orange.nc.us
www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling/news.asp

Orange County Solid Waste 
Management Administrative Office
1207 Eubanks Rd.
Chapel Hill, 27516

You do not have to be an Orange County 
resident to purchase bins, and                

there is no purchase limit. 
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Autism lecture
The OPC Area Pro-

gram is pleased to present 
our third annual Autism 
Awareness Lecture on 
Thursday, April 21. Dr. 
Jim Bodfish, the Thomas 
E. Castelloe Distinguished 
Professor of Psychiatry and 
Pediatrics at UNC, will 
present  “Autism: advances, 
current challenges, and fu-
ture directions.” Dr. Bod-
fish’s presentation, which is 
free and open to the pub-
lic, will be held at Extraor-
dinary Ventures at 200 S. 
Elliott Road in Chapel 
Hill. No pre-registration is 
required.

Dr. Geri Dawson, a 
past OPC presenter, has 
noted that North Carolina 
has been in the forefront 
in research and services. 
Dr. Bodfish will describe 
his work and that of col-
leagues at the Carolina In-
stitute for Developmental 
Disabilities. CIDD offers a 
range of services, including 
an autism assessment clinic 
for preschoolers, support 
for adolescents and adults 
and a clinic for treatment 
of medical issues related to 
autism.

The clinical studies and 
applied practices by Dr. 
Bodfish and his colleagues 
are exciting developments 
for those individuals and 
families affected by autism. 
OPC invites all interested 
persons to attend. Please 
call 913-4055 for further 
information.

peter Kramer 
Community Planner/

OPC Area Program

Thanks
We want to thank our 

community for its enthusi-
astic support of the Dispute 
Settlement Center’s Fifth 
Annual Wine Tasting held 
at Top of the Hill’s new 
Great Room last week.

More than 200 people 
attended and enjoyed 
sampling wines provided 
by 3Cups. More than 50 
local businesses donated 
goods and services for our 
silent auction. Sponsors 
representing the legal, real 
estate, banking and busi-
ness communities donated 
generously.

We raised over $15,000 
for our Youth Programs. 
The Dispute Settlement 
Center helps young people 
in schools, public-housing 
neighborhoods and com-
munity centers make good 
choices when faced with 
conflicts. We also work 
intensively with youth re-
ferred from Juvenile Court, 
providing them and their 
families with skills-based 
trainings.

In a time when creative 
approaches to violence 
prevention – and even our 
court services – are be-
ing threatened by reduced 
funding, this community 
support means a lot.

The Dispute Settlement 
Center has served this 
community since 1978 and 
appreciates its supporters.

margie broun

annie CaulKins
Event Chairs
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A library of questions
A lot remains unanswered about the new 

library in downtown Carrboro. For starters, 
there’s still some uncertainty about where. 
The board of aldermen may have changed 
the zoning, but the location is not a done deal.

The county is now in the final phase of 
deciding whether the 210 Hillsborough 
Road site is right for its purposes. There are 
all the details of a land closing and other 
potential for hurdles still to come. 

And there’s the mayor’s pledge, written 
into a resolution passed just after Tuesday’s 
zoning vote, to go over potential alternative 
locations with the county commissioners.

Assuming the Hillsborough Road loca-
tion does get the nod – place your bets, ladies 
and gentlemen – there are a whole slew of 
questions to follow. With no site plan to re-
view and no way of knowing except in vague 
terms how the county plans to handle ingress 
and egress, driveway and buffers, program-
ming, hours and the like, there is a consid-
erable unease about how a library can fit in 
that space and not dramatically change its 
surroundings. Those surroundings include a 
large elementary school, a church and a rela-
tively quiet residential neighborhood.

Tuesday night’s vote came with reserva-
tions, but it answered at least one of the key 
questions about the library and the future 
relationship between Orange County and 
Carrboro. By approving the zoning, the 
town has indicated strongly that it is will-
ing to play ball. By following that up with 
specific questions about the site plan as well 
as a call for a charrette on the library design, 
the board of aldermen also sent a signal that 
the path to a permit will need to be much 
more transparent and inclusive than pro-
ceedings have been thus far.

The ball now is in the county’s court, both 
in performing due diligence on the Hillsbor-
ough Road site and in hearing out the town’s 
call for a look at the alternatives. While that’s 
going on, a very public process should begin 
on what this library will become – how it will 
serve the 37,000 people in its region as well as 
how it will fit in its new neighborhood.

So far, county officials have offered a lot 
of boilerplate on what the new library would 
look like and feel like, citing the official defi-
nition of a full-service library and so on.

It’s time to move on from that and truly 
engage Carrboro and citizens throughout 
southwest Orange County about the shape 
and direction of a new public amenity.

A charrette is a good start and, as was 
noted Tuesday night, it should be a true 
public forum and not an information ses-
sion about what the county intends to do.

A successful, collaborative effort on the 
library could help end a long era of wary 
combativeness between county and town. 
Such an outcome would be most welcome. 
This is a cooperative community in spirit, 
and its governments should reflect that.

Child care is critical to economic growth

Superintendent’s 2011-12 
operating Budget Message

neil PederSen

louiSA WArren

“I work for an airline company and was doing well 
enough to buy my own home. However, due to cuts in the 
industry, I was forced to take a lower-paying job in order to 
maintain my employment. Because I had not been able to 
access a child-care subsidy in my county due to a waiting 
list, I recently lost my home, and my 4-year-old and I have 
spent nights in my car. Now I stay with friends or family 
members for a few days at a time. I need help with child care 
so I can keep my job and not be homeless!”

That is the voice of a real North Carolinian who lives in 
Mecklenburg County. Her story isn’t an anomaly – finding 
affordable, quality child care is one of the biggest barriers to 
holding onto and obtaining a job.

The future of North Carolina depends on our ability 
to foster the healthy development of the next generation 
– our children. And our state’s economic recovery is con-
tingent on ensuring that 
North Carolina’s workers 
hold on to the jobs they 
have and obtain the support 
they need to seize new em-
ployment opportunities.

Unfortunately, quality 
child care is the single most 
expensive item in a family’s budget, averaging between $600 
and $1,200 per month, per child. For a family of four with 
two minimum-wage earners, child care can easily eat up a 
third of their annual earnings. Many families are forced to 
choose between work; leaving their children in inadequate 
and potentially unsafe care arrangements; or paying for hous-
ing, food and other basic living necessities.

Fortunately, our state has an excellent, if underfunded, 
child-care subsidy program to help reduce this barrier to 
employment and economic hardship. The vast majority of 
child-care subsidy recipients are required to work (93 per-
cent of current recipients are working), with a small portion 
receiving time-limited subsidies while they pursue educa-
tion and training or are searching for a new job. Nearly all 
working parents receiving child-care subsidies are required 
to contribute 8-10 percent of their income to child-care 
costs, with the subsidy making up the difference.

In 2010, more than 151,000 children benefited from 
North Carolina’s child-care subsidy program and 85 percent 
of those children were enrolled in high-quality child-care 
programs (at least three stars, according to the state’s rating 
system) across the state. Approximately 84 percent of these 

children lived in households earning less than $25,000 a year, 
and a child-care subsidy makes work pay for their families.

Regrettably, funding cuts and the Great Recession have 
taken their toll. The child-care subsidy waiting list is now at 
an all-time high of 45,507 children eligible for – but not re-
ceiving – quality child-care subsidies.

As state policymakers consider further drastic budget cuts 
in health and human services funding, they should carefully 
consider the impact of such cuts on our education system, 
jobs and North Carolina’s future economic prospects.

The child-care subsidy program is one critical part of the 
state’s nationally recognized early-childhood education sys-
tem, which includes Smart Start and More at Four. Lo-
cally, these programs aren’t operated in isolation from one 
another. Children receiving child-care subsidy may receive 
“wrap-around” health services at a local Smart Start agency 
and then qualify as a 4-year-old for More at Four. Moreover, 
their funding is blended, with 30 percent of Smart Start 

funds required to go to 
child-care subsidies. A 
large cut to child-care 
subsidies will impact 
the integrity of Smart 
Start and More at Four, 
and vice versa.

Furthermore, invest-
ments like child-care subsidies and other early-childhood 
programs are essential to the vitality of local economies 
across the state. The child-care industry as a whole employs 
almost 50,000 North Carolinians, allowing 380,000 par-
ents to work. In total, these families earn almost $12.5 bil-
lion annually, which is spent locally and drives local eco-
nomic growth.

But perhaps most importantly, investments in programs 
like child-care subsidies are an investment in North Caro-
lina’s future. High-quality early-childhood education has 
been proven over and over again to be the most critical in-
tervention one can make to drive high student achievement 
and a productive workforce.

And it’s cost-effective. Investments in early-childhood edu-
cation can yield as much as $17 on every $1 invested, creating 
future state savings.

North Carolina’s future nurses, firefighters and elected of-
ficials are being trained now. If we invest in their parents and 
teachers today, we will all reap the benefits – now and in the 
long run.

Louisa Warren is a policy advocate with the N.C. Justice Center.

Editor’s Note: The following is the message presented by Cha-
pel Hill-Carrboro City Schools Superintendent Neil Pedersen 
with the school board’s 2011-12 budget request to the Orange 
County Board of Commissioners. 

For the past two years, those who work under govern-
ment budgets have been referring to 2011-12 as the year 
when our respective agencies will hit a funding “cliff.” For 
the past several years we have faced funding challenges, re-
sulting in a decrease in per-pupil spending from three years 
ago. Over the last five years we have cut $5 million in ex-
penses from our operating budget in order to fund mandat-
ed fixed cost increases or priorities to meet new needs. Our 
budget challenges, however, were cushioned for the last two 
years by additional federal ARRA [American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act] revenues that provided stimulus money 
through Title I and IDEA [Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act] and stabilization funds that plugged holes 
in North Carolina’s budget. These ARRA funds run out at 
the end of the 2010-11 federal fiscal year. This loss impacts 
local school districts directly through the loss of Title I and 
IDEA stimulus dollars, and indirectly due to the loss of sta-
bilization funds that were received by the state and passed 
on to LEAs [Local Education Authorities]. For the Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro City Schools, this translates into a loss of 
$4.6 million in federal dollars as compared to 2010-11. At 
this time, we must anticipate that new federal monies will 
not be forthcoming. Combining this with a shortfall in the 
state’s budget that has been estimated to be $2.4 billion to 
$4 billion, the cliff that we have long anticipated is staring 
us in the face.

Fortunately, the district administration has foreseen this 
situation and has taken actions that will provide consider-
able relief. For the past several years we have been under-
spending our local budget, thereby building up reserves in 

our unappropriated fund balance. Although we need a fund 
balance of 5.5 percent of our local budget in order to meet 
cash flow needs associated with our payroll and the timing 
of tax receipts, the remainder becomes what some refer to 
as a “rainy day” fund. The fund balance also grew this year 
due to the receipt of $2.3 million in EduJobs funds from 
the federal government that was intended to stave off mas-
sive layoffs of public employees. Because these funds were 
not approved until last July after we had already made plans 
for living within our budget constraints, we did not use the 
EduJobs funds to avoid position reductions this year. In-
stead, we used the EduJobs funds to pay for local positions 
already in our operating budget, thereby saving local funds. 
This strategy has added approximately $2 million to our un-
appropriated fund balance. Consequently, we estimate that 
by the end of the 2010-11 fiscal year, the district will have $6 
million available for appropriation, some portion of which 
can be considered for use to address our district’s funding 
shortfall.

Because there are so many uncertainties this year about 
the magnitude of state reductions made to LEAs’ budget 
allocations, it is extremely difficult to develop a local budget 
request that takes the impact of the state budget into con-
sideration. Consequently, the local budget request that we 
will submit to the county commissioners will reflect federal 
reductions that we already know about, the increased costs 
to maintain current service levels, reductions that we recom-
mend making in our local budget at this time and a modest 
expansion budget for essential services. In this budget mes-
sage, we will describe the possible funding reductions we 
anticipate from the state, and will present a prioritized list of 
the reductions we would recommend making if it becomes 
necessary to do so.

leTTerS 
PoliCy

Letters should be no 
more than 425 words in 
length and must be ac-
companied by the author’s 
name, address and contact 
information. 
We will publish one letter 
per author per month. 
Lengthy letters written in 
longhand will mysterious-
ly become lost. Emailed 
letters are preferred. That 
said, send your letters to:
letters to 
the editor 
Box 248 Carrboro, 
North Carolina 27510

eMAil: 
editor@ 
carrborocitizen.com

fAx: 919-942-2195

The future of North Carolina depends on 

our ability to foster the healthy development 

of the next generation – our children.
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The council voted to continue 
the public hearing to May 23.

In other action Monday night, 
the council continued to debate a 
new sign ordinance that would al-
low 11 commercial centers to great-
ly increase the size and amount of 
information for its signs.

The proposed change was 
spurred by a request from Univer-

sity Mall to increase its visibility.
Peter de Leon, general manager 

of the mall, told the council that 
recent discussions with a major 
retailer underlined the importance 
of upgrading the mall’s signage.

“They told us, flat out, they 
will not come to our center if 
there is no opportunity for 
good signage,” he said.

Council members contin-
ued to debate the composition 
of the signs and whether indi-
vidual store logos, colors and 

fonts could be included. 
The next iteration of the ordi-

nance – incorporating suggestions 
from the meeting for how individ-
ual stores can be listed along with 
ways to keep the signs uniform – is 
scheduled to be reviewed by the 
council and likely put to a vote at 
its April 25 meeting.

Also on Monday night the 
council:

• reviewed plans for an expand-
ed book drop that will be installed 
as part of the library expansion;

• approved the use of $50,000 
to improve parking on a town-
leased lot off South Roberson 
Street near The Courtyard;

• scheduled a public forum 
for May 9 on the Draft 2014-20 
Metropolitan Transportation Im-
provement Program; and

• reviewed and took public 
comment on a neighborhood 
conservation-district plan for the 
Highland Woods neighborhood. 
The council recessed the hearing 
until May 23.

ordiNaNce
from page 1

Board Vice Chair Steve Yu-
hasz said he would like to pri-
oritize economic development 
when considering Phase II of the 
UDO. 

“With proposing the quarter-
cent sales tax, we are making a 
commitment to the public that 
we are going to have effective 
economic-development efforts, 
and the easier it is to get good 
economic development, the 
quicker we will see a return on 
this economic-development in-
vestment we are making,” Yu-
hasz said. 

“I’m not sure that we’ve done 
enough of that in the last 30 
years,” he continued, adding that 
the county looks a lot like it did 
three decades ago, which is good 
in some respects but not in others. 

Board members also said that, 
considering the time it took to 
complete Phase I, they would like 
to see Phase II move along at a 
reasonable pace.

“I’m afraid that if we don’t set 
deadlines to achieve certain goals 
that we’re not going to be able to 
move forward,” board member 
Earl McKee said.

Board member Alice Gordon 
urged planning staff to get a com-
plete draft of Phase II ready for 
the public as quickly as possible. 

“That’s the lesson I take away 
from what we did last time,” she 
said. “I just found it very difficult 
when there kept being changes.” 

Gordon added that staff 
should be prepared for a signifi-
cant amount of feedback. 

In other business, the board 
heard from the county library 
director Lucinda Munger re-
garding the proposed dissolution 
of the Hyconeechee Regional Li-
brary System, which provides li-
brary services in Orange, Person 
and Caswell counties. Because of 
changes to state law regulating 
regional library systems, the di-
rectors of each county’s libraries 
have agreed that the transition 
from a regional library system 

to three independent systems 
would best serve each county’s 
needs. 

After the board votes at a later 
meeting to dissolve the library 
system, library staff will develop 
a multi-year plan for the transi-
tion. 

“We would become our own 
library with our own library 
board and policies, but which 
would allow us to do some of the 
things that we’re a little bit … 
hand-tied in,” Munger said. “We 
could just focus on the residents 
of Orange County.” 

During 2012-13, the first 
year of transition, the cost to the 
county of the change is expected 
to be around $28,500. 

ceNSUS
from page 1

latinos
From 1990 to 2000, the Lati-

no population skyrocketed from 
199 to 2,062 – a 936 percent in-
crease in the town’s Latino pop-
ulation. According to the most 
recent U.S. Census Bureau data, 
the demographic is still growing. 

In the last decade the La-
tino population has grown from 
2,062 to 2,706; an increase that 
has put the Latino population of 
Carrboro at 13.8 percent of the 
town’s total population. 

Sharon Sullivan Mujica, out-
reach director at CHICLE Lan-
guage Institute, says Latinos are 
coming to Carrboro because the 
town is a great place to find a job 
and raise a family.

“They find it a place where 
they can put down roots,” she 
said. She adds that the popula-
tion is also growing because the 
Latino youth have experienced 
strong acceptance in the local 
public school system.

Blacks
While the Latino and Asian 

populations have both increased 
dramatically in the past 10 years, 

the black population in Car-
rboro has seen its numbers fall 
from 2,273 to 1,969 in the past 
decade, a 3 percent drop in the 
population. 

Census data indicate that 
more and more blacks are com-
ing back to the South; however, 
Michelle Laws, president of the 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro NAACP, 
says the opposite is true for Car-
rboro because of the high unem-
ployment rate in the area. 

“Chapel Hill and Carrboro 
are places that aren’t too friendly 
to people who don’t possess cer-
tain skills or have a higher educa-
tion,” she said. 

Whites
Although the number of 

white Americans living in Car-
rboro has increased, the overall 
percentage of the white popula-
tion in town has dropped from 
72.7 percent in 2000 to 70.9 per-
cent in 2010.  

The drop reflects what is hap-
pening in larger cities like Charlotte 
and Atlanta, where whites are be-
coming a minority population. 

According to studies done 
by the U.S. Census Bureau, the 
white population percentage in 
the U.S. is projected to fall under 
50 percent in the year 2041. 

BUdgeT
from page 1

Board member Greg 
McElveen voted against the 
budget request, saying he could 
not support a special-district tax 
increase at this point. 

“I just hear so much about 
people feeling burdened by real 
estate taxes,” he said. 

Republican leadership in 
the legislature has proposed a 
9 percent cut to public educa-
tion – which would mean a $5.5 
million loss for Chapel Hill-
Carrboro – and Pedersen has 
identified reductions that could 
be made if those cuts are en-
acted. The district may also face 
$500,000 in increased workers 
compensation plan costs, as well 
as a $500,000 loss in Smart Start 
and More at Four funding.  

The superintendent has pro-
posed covering any remaining 
gaps with available fund bal-
ance, and the board has indi-
cated its willingness to go along 
with that.

“My concern is with these 
numbers, unfortunately even 
this list [of possible reductions] 
may not be long enough,” board 
Chair Jamezetta Bedford said. 

Possible cuts include reduc-
ing elementary school media 
assistants to half-time, elimi-
nating one elective position at 
every middle school, reducing 
the teacher allocation at the high 
school level, eliminating six el-

ementary world language posi-
tions in first and second grade, 
reducing athletics allocations 
for middle and high schools, 
eliminating two elementary 
teacher assistants per school, 
eliminating one of the two liter-
acy coaches at each elementary 
school and others.

Board members also asked 
staff to look at potential cost sav-
ings that could be realized from 
a pay-to-play program for school 
athletics, that would include 
scholarships for students who 
could not afford to pay. 

“Of course, this is never what 
we want to do,” board member 
Mia Burroughs said, asking staff 
to look at “how could it help, as 
we’re balancing this against los-
ing faculty in the classroom.” 

The board’s budget request to 
the county also includes reduc-
tions, which total about $1.2 
million, and include deleting 
an appropriation for evaluation 
and support of the literacy pro-
gram, reducing one full-time 
and one part-time custodial 
services position, suspending 
signing bonuses for hard-to-fill 
teaching assignments and, due 
to the effectiveness of conser-
vation measures, reducing the 
budget for utilities. Since the 
district has been under-spend-
ing budgeted salary by at least 
two percent in recent years, 
due to turnover and vacancies, 
the budget request also reduces 
funding for budgeted salaries 
by two percent.

CONCERTS:
SCOTT MILLEr • SAT 4/16

AIMEE MANN • SUN 4/17
KINA GrANNIS wITh IMAGINAry frIENd • frI 4/22

TOO MUCh fUN • SAT 4/23
CrASh TEST dUMMIES • TUE 5/17

SAM brAdLEy with hOLLy CONLAN • SUN 6/5

fuNdRaiSiNg:
UNCOMMON GArdEN TOUr • SAT 4/30

aRTSCENTER STagE:
SACrIfICIAL pOETS: GrANd SLAM fINALS • ThU 4/21

TrANSACTOrS IMprOV: fIASCO • SAT 4/30
ThE MONTI SEASON fINALE • SAT 5/7

CHiLdREN & faMiLY:
jUSTIN rObErTS & ThE NOT rEAdy 
fOr NApTIME pLAyErS • SAT 5/21

AfTEr SChOOL ArTS IMMErSION rEGISTrATION NOw OpEN

For more information or to order tickets call 
929-2787 x201 or go to artscenterlive.org
ArtSchool registration now open!

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

EST. 1992

Kelsea Parker
919-357-7236

Quality, detailed cleaning with 
your preferences in mind.

Trustworthy, reliable, own 
equipment, great rates.

Long-term original clients 
since 1992

Service above and 
beyond “the basics”

Clean house + happiness 
guaranteed!

Orange County Solid Waste Management Presents

Bring your confidential documents             
-- up to 10 boxes --

for free, safe destruction and recycling.  
FREE! Orange County and Chapel Hill 

residents in Durham County ONLY. 
10 AM – 2 PM  

Saturday APRIL 30       
Hampton Pointe, Hillsborough

Questions? (919) 968-2788   
http://www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling/news.asp#shred

Paper only. No plastic binders or electronic media.

Orange County Human Relations Commission
919 245-2487

liBrary
from page 1

Randee Haven-O’Donnell, 
who served on the most recent 
library task force – the third in 
more than two decades of explor-
ing a possible Carrboro branch 
library – said she supported the 
rezoning but continued to be 
saddened by the split the site has 
caused in the community.

She voted in favor after stress-
ing that other sites exist and that 
the county and the town should 
continue discussions on those 
possibilities, even as county offi-
cials conduct due diligence ahead 
of a purchase of the property.

The site was identified last fall 
after the Orange County Board 
of Commissioners entered into a 
contract for the parcel, which has 
a $610,000 asking price.

Chilton said he would person-
ally discuss possible alternatives 
with county commissioners.

A resolution by the board of al-
dermen passed just after the rezon-
ing included a request to the county 
that they look at alternative sites in 
town, conduct a charrette with resi-
dents on library design and adopt 
an extensive visual and sound buff-
ering plan for the project’s driveway 
on Hillsborough Road.

Public comments prior to the 
vote illustrated the different views 
on the project.

Residents near the project ex-

pressed concern 
about how traffic 
would affect the 
safety of the neigh-
borhood and stu-
dents at the nearby 
elementary school, 
and the impact of a 
large public building 
next to Hillsborough 
Road residences.

Kathy Gunn, the 
closest neighbor to 
the project, asked the 
board not to rezone 
the property out of 
a concern that the 
library might not 
happen.

“I hope that the 
rezoning is not made 
out of fear that this is 
the last chance for a 
library for Carrboro 
and southwest Or-
ange County,” she said.

Her neighbor, Jeff Rubish, re-
iterated his belief that the library 
will have a big impact on his 
neighborhood. “It’s going to be 
devastating,” he said.

But several residents said they 
looked forward to having a library 
close by.

In a note to the board read 
by a neighbor, Melva Okun said 
she and many of her High Street 
neighbors are excited about hav-
ing a library within walking or 
biking distance. She said her 
experience as a longtime library 

advocate makes her skeptical 
that an alternative will arise.

“For those of you who think 
there are other sites, you haven’t 
been looking for 20 years,” she 
wrote.

Nerys Levy, speaking on behalf 
of the Carrboro Branch Library’s 
Friends of the Library, said the 
organization has worked too hard 
to get a library, and turning down 
the county’s offer risks losing an 
important chance.

“Citizens of Carrboro, 210 
Hillsborough Road is it,” she said.

Gerry Christmas, another 

longtime library supporter, said 
he understood the neighbors con-
cerns, relating his worries about 
having a post office located near 
his James Street home and how 
while there was an increase in traf-
fic, it was not the nightmare he 
envisioned.

“Life changes and things move 
on,” he said. “I can’t see being 
against a library.”

With the rezoning, county of-
ficials said they intend to extend 
the contract to purchase the prop-
erty and finalize the due diligence 
process.
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Tar Heels headed in the 
right direction
By Eddy LandrETH
Staff  Writer

A year ago, more than 
30,000 people filled one side of 
Kenan Stadium as ESPN broad-
cast the annual spring football 
game.

Saturday, maybe 8,000 came, 
which is better than some years 
and about the same as most.

What this year’s crowd wit-
nessed was a quick exhibition 
that was far more a practice 
than a scrimmage. In fact, it all 
began with the team just run-
ning through the motions, with 
all four quarterbacks getting a 
chance to throw against a de-
fense that was barely defending 
and not tackling.

Then there was some punt-
ing without hitting and some 
kickoffs in which no 
one was tackled. There 
were a few field-goal 
kicks as well.

When the official 
scrimmage did start, 
the difficulty was try-
ing to discern strengths 
from weaknesses in an 
event that didn’t even have all the 
parts participating.

So here is what this long-time 
observer feels comfortable pre-
dicting.

A slimmer, quicker Ryan 
Houston is going to make an 
enormous impact on the running 
game, obviously, but he is also 
going to make life so much bet-
ter for sophomore quarterback 
Bryn Renner. Teams will have 
no choice but to honor play-ac-
tion or the Tar Heels can simply 
pound them with Houston.

“That’s a thing I’ve noticed 
this spring,” starting left tackle 
James Hurst said. “When we 
practice, play-action is a huge 
part of our game. We have a great 
defense, and sometimes we can 
still hit big play-action passes on 
our defense, which is huge.”

Hurst and his teammates 
along the offensive line are going 

to be as good as any 
of us thought, barring 
some unforeseen oc-
currences. These kids 
are huge, athletic and 
they play together. 
The roster at that po-
sition is deep as well.

“If there were high-
lights from the spring, 
clearly one of them 
has to be the improve-
ment and development in the of-
fensive line,” coach Butch Davis 
said. “It has taken several recruit-
ing classes to build that kind of 
talented players and depth all at 
the same time.

“I think it is going to be a re-
ally good unit.”

One of the biggest questions 
is who will be the No. 2 quarter-
back. A.J. Blue is one of the finest 

athletes on the team and would 
make an excellent running back, 
with his tremendous athleticism 
and ability to make tacklers miss. 
But he played quarterback in 
high school and in prep school, 
and he is good at it.

Then there is left-hander 
Braden Hanson. Opinions differ 
greatly on Hanson. Personally, I 
think he is unorthodox at times, 
but he could be very productive 
because he finds ways to get rid 
of the ball with accuracy. He still 
throws too many interceptions, 
but more repetitions will help 
him work out those kinks.

Then there is Marquise Wil-
liams, a freshman high school 
All-American who enrolled this 
January to get a head start. He 
may well be the second-best 
quarterback on the team in time, 
behind Renner. The kid can 
throw – and when he broke free 

for a 42-yard touch-
down run, he made 
it clear he can move 
the ball that way as 
well. But one has to 
believe the coaches 
would like to red-
shirt him and put 
some more distance 
between him and 
Renner.

Defensively, the 
line is the strength of the team. 
It will be dominant again. Junior 
college tackle Sylvester Williams 
was outstanding. He is going to 
be a hard, hard man to block. 
Ends Quinton Coples and Don-
te Paige-Moss are as dominant as 
advertised.

The secondary has a long ways 
to go. The Tar Heels’ wide receiv-
ers got excellent separation and 

made catches on this 
group all day.

Of course, when 
the defensive line is 
allowed to rush all-
out and hit opposing 
quarterbacks as hard 
as they want, it will be 
a little easier to cover.

But there is no doubt experi-
ence is a need in the secondary. 
The same goes for depth at line-
backer. So many of the seniors 
who left played at linebacker and 
in the secondary and started for 
three and four years.

Offensive coordinator John 
Shoop and Davis may want to 
run the ball more than usual 
early in the season while the de-
fense finds its legs.

The most exciting part of 
what came out of Saturday’s 
scrimmage was that this pro-
gram, in spite of the losses and 
troubles with agent payments 
last season, is clearly headed in 
the right direction on the field.

The coaching staff has 
recruited well. There is tal-
ent on this team. This year 
could be much, much better 
than many people around the 
country realize.

Middle school bands 
honored

Phillips and Culbreth middle school bands 
and Smith and McDougle middle school stu-
dents won excellent and superior ratings at the 
Middle School Solo and Small Ensemble Music 
Performance Adjudication last month.

The Phillips Middle School Symphonic Band 
and the Culbreth Middle School eighth-grade 
band received superior ratings, the highest a 
band could receive at the event.

Students from Smith Middle include Abby 
Thomas, superior; Lauren Alston, excellent; 
Lucy Edy, superior; Clio Clay, superior; Claire 
Hoke, superior; and a quartet of Cassidy Fort-
ney, Lily Herrin, Leigh Sharpless and Amy 
Smith, superior.

Students from McDougle Middle in-
clude Emily Aleman, superior; Sadie Frank, su-
perior; Sarah Gleiter, superior; Victoria Smith, 
excellent; Jhaayme Greene, superior; and a duet 
of Alyssa Marcinowski and Abby Kameny, su-
perior.

Students named 
teaching fellows

Kira Virginia Frescoln and Adam Douglas 
Glasser of Carrboro High School, Madeleine 
Joelle Abrams of Chapel Hill High School and 
Jonathan James Howes of East Chapel Hill High 
School are among the 2011 recipients of the 
North Carolina Teaching Fellows scholarships.

This year, 1,894 high school seniors compet-
ed for 500 scholarships. Each teaching fellow re-
ceives a $26,000 scholarship loan from the state, 
and the full loan is forgiven after the fellow has 
completed four years of teaching in North Caro-
lina public schools or U.S. government schools. 

BrMa to host literacy fair 
The Blue Ribbon Mentor-Advocate program 

will partner with six national and local organi-
zations to present the Orange County Literacy 
Fair on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The fair 
is free-of-charge and will be held at the Street 
Scene Teen Center at 179 E. Franklin St., below 
the post office.

BRMA will partner with the Student Coali-
tion for Action in Literacy Education, Youth 
Service America and AmeriCorps to host the 
event. The fair will offer free food, face paint-
ing, crafts, storytelling, bookmark-making, an 

illustration workshop and a chance to win free 
children’s books.

CHHS to perform 
The drowsy Chaperone 

Chapel Hill High School will present The 
Drowsy Chaperone April 28-30 in Hanes Theatre 
at CHHS.

The show celebrates jazz-age musicals and 
the fans who were obsessed with them. The 
performance runs without an intermission and 
is rated PG.

Tickets are $5 for students and $10 for adults. 
All Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools faculty 
and staff will be admitted free of charge with 
their district ID. To reserve seats, visit tinyurl.
com/drowsytix

Carrboro Elementary 
principal honored

Carrboro Elementary School Principal Emily 
Bivins has received the Southern Conference on 
Language Training’s (SCOLT) Friend of World 
Language Award.

Bivins will receive a plaque at the May 5 
board of education meeting and will be featured 
in an upcoming SCOLT newsletter.

Bivins was selected for her advocacy of the 
dual-language program and her focus on honor-
ing diversity within the school.

Students qualify 
for duke TIP

Twenty-one Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 
Schools seventh-graders qualified for Grand 
Recognition in the Duke Talent Identification 
Program (TIP) this year. The program is a non-
profit organization that identifies academically 
talented students and provides innovative pro-
grams to support their educational development.

Qualifying students from Phillips Middle 
School are Eleanor Kincaid, Caroline Mueller, 
Natalie Sherman-Jollis and Thomas Wang.

TIP students from Smith Middle School are 
Vikram Aikat, Sydney Chen, Rachel Danner, 
Lily Elnaccash, Daniel Finkelstein, Veronica 
Kim, Phuong Le, Kunal Lodaya, Tejal Patward-
han, Varun Prasad, Simone Speizer, John Weber, 
Sarah Wu, Katherine Yang, Kelly Zhang and 
Jennifer Zou.

Sophie Struckmeyer of Culbreth Middle 
School also qualified for the program.

School Briefs

MILL

Congratulations 
to Amanda 
Parrish

she won 2 tickets to Aimee Mann 
at The ArtsCenter on 

Sunday, April 17.
Read The Citizen, Mill  

and follow us on Twitter - 
you might win something!

got news?
do you know something 

we don’t? please send it to us at: 
news@carrborocitizen.com

your local newspaper since 2007

Carrboro High Lacrosse

SPOTLIGHT: ByE ByE BIrdIE

Carrboro high school will present Bye Bye Birdie, the ultimate feel-good musical, in the 
new Chs auditorium today (thursday) through saturday. all performances will begin at 
7:30 p.m.

the musical revolves around rock ‘n’ roll superstar Conrad birdie, a character loosely 
based on elvis presley who is about to be drafted into the army. Comic complications 
ensue when, as part of one last publicity stunt, he promises to give a goodbye kiss to one 
lucky girl on “the ed sullivan show.”

“We chose this show because it’s a classic american musical which the students could 
connect with and have fun,” said brett stegall, director of the Chs drama department.

Bye Bye Birdie stars ben rose as Conrad birdie, teon dolby as rose and Khalid Williams 
as albert. the cast also includes seniors natalie Carpenter (Gloria rasputin), bridget 
Gallager (mayor’s wife), Moss Madigan (Mrs. Macafee), tosin olufolabi (sad Girl), aJ poole 
(Mr. Johnson), Jon shelton (mayor), louis Vaught (Mr. Macafee) and Joel Wilhelm (Maude).

tickets are $5 for students and $8 for adults. reservations can be made by emailing 
chsreservations@gmail.com

Carrboro high school lacrosse player Cole Crisco maneuvers around defenders in a game against northwood 
high school on Monday. the Jaguars defeated northwood, 11-2. scoring Jaguars include: Crisco (2), zack pruitt 
(2), William Clarke (2), Knapp (1), Keenan Van name (1), burke beatty (1), ed lytle (1) and thomas richardson (1). 
Carrboro will take on east Chapel hill high school at home on tuesday at 7 p.m. 

photos by ted spauldinG

This year could be much, 
much better than many people 

around the country realize.
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 Briefs
Happy Birthday, Neal’s!

Neal’s Deli will celebrate its third anniversary on Tuesday. 
As part of the celebration, the deli will donate a portion of the 

day’s sales to TABLE, a nonprofit helping to feed hungry children. 
The event will also feature a raffle for catering and lunch gift 

certificates, as well as one-day-only menu specials, including buy 
one, get one free made-from-scratch biscuits until 10:30 a.m. and 
a lunch special. 

Chamber adds 285 members
The Chapel Hill-Carrboro Chamber of Commerce added 285 

new members to its roster between April 5-7, breaking a state re-
cord for chamber membership events and making it the fastest-
growing chamber in North Carolina. 

The three-day event raised a total of $101,000 in new member-
ship dues. The new members bring total membership to more than 
1,100 enterprises. 

Free paper shredding
Chatham County’s Waste Management Department will spon-

sor a post-tax season paper-shredding event on April 30 from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

The event is intended for residents to safely destroy and recycle 
their private documents. The service will be provided by Shred-it 
North Carolina and is part of the “Let’s Talk Trash!” event at Cen-
tral Carolina Community College.  A representative from the State 
Attorney General’s Office will be available to answer questions. 

The service is only offered to county residents, not businesses. 
Staples and paperclips do not need to be removed from documents, 
but plastic materials should be. The limit is 100 pounds per vehicle. 

For more information or to volunteer, contact Teresa Chapman 
at 542-5516 or teresa.chapman@chathamnc.org. Visit chathamnc.
org/talktrash for event details. 

Chamber open house
The Chapel Hill-Carrboro Chamber of Commerce will host 

an open house and benefits expo on April 21 from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. at the chamber office at 104 S. Estes Drive. 

Members are invited to visit the chamber office, network 
with staff and fellow chamber members and learn about how to 
save money through membership and member benefits, includ-
ing the chamber’s partnerships with Office Depot, Green Plus, 
Piedmont Health Services, Triangle Office Equipment, Our 
Local Deal, First Benefits Insurance, NCS Plus and others.

The event is free for chamber members and no registration 
is required. For more information, contact Laura Morrison at 
357-9989 or lmorrison@carolinachamber.org

Women’s Executive Series
The Chapel Hill-Carrboro Chamber of Commerce April 

Women’s Executive Series will be held April 27 from 7:30 to 
9:30 a.m. at the Sheraton Chapel Hill. 

The event will feature a panel of successful leaders from the 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro business community, including Ellen 
Shannon of Chapel Hill Magazine, Delores Bailey of EmPOW-
ERment Inc., Barbara Jessie-Black of the PTA Thrift Shop, 
Paige Zinn of Jennings and Kristen Judd of 3 Birds Marketing. 
Panel members will discuss how they define success and choices 
they’ve made to propel their personal and professional success. 

The event includes a seated breakfast. Tickets are $15 for 
chamber members and $25 for nonmembers, and $250 for pre-
ferred seating for eight. To register, visit carolinachamber.org/
events, or contact Laura Morrison at 357-9989 or lmorrison@
carolinachamber.org

Housing market returns slowly, changed
By KirK roSS
Staff Writer

Among the many rites of 
spring, nesting is among the 
most common. Humans are 
little different than their winged 
counterparts in that respect – 
except in the past few recession-
rattled years, when the season’s 
traditional boost in home-buy-
ing has been lackluster.

This year, there are indica-
tions that some of the drags on 
the market here are easing, and, 
with that, an increase in activity 
is apparent.

The Durham-Chapel Hill 
metro area was recently listed by 
Builder magazine as the third-
healthiest real estate market in 
the country, behind Austin and 
Raleigh-Cary. The article notes 
last year’s 3 percent growth in 
home values – while the Trian-
gle as a whole took a dip – and 
cites a prediction by Moody’s for 

a 70 percent increase in building 
permits for new homes in 2011.

The sense among many is 
that there’s a pickup in activity. 
But in looking at what’s moving 
and why, there’s also little doubt 
that the Great Recession has re-
shaped the marketplace.

“People are getting extreme-
ly realistic and practical,” Pat 
Neagle, president of the Greater 
Chapel Hill Association of Re-
altors, said in a recent interview. 
Buyers, she said, are less inclined 
to want as much house as pos-
sible. 

“They’re more interested in 
living within their means or 
even a little below their means,” 
Neagle said. “It’s a smart ap-
proach. People are stepping back 
and realizing what’s important 
in life.”

For Weaver Street Realty’s 
Gary Phillips, a healthy measure 
of realism is helping the market 
recover. This spring the increase 

in interest is noticeable, he said, 
but overall it still looks like a re-
cessionary market.

“That means the very best 
continues to attract interest,” 
Phillips said, but not the large, 
multi-bedroom homes that used 
to drive the market. “The Mc-
Mansion is dead,” he said, add-
ing that new construction and 
spec housing for large homes is 
still way down and likely to stay 
there as builders work through 
their inventory.

“The only things being built 
are small, tight and green,” he 
said.

The new market also has 
made sellers much more willing 
to negotiate.

“People need to know that 
the asking price is no longer the 
end-all-be-all.”

Both Neagle and Phillips said 
the credit market is dictating 
buyer behavior.

“If you’re going to buy, you 

need a good down payment and 
a good credit score,” Phillips 
said. “It’s still a very constrained 
environment. We’ve had to ’ras-
sel about every bank to closing.”

Neagle said getting your 
ducks in a row ahead of time is 
key.

“Given what’s going on in to-
day’s economy, it’s more impor-
tant than ever for a buyer to get 
pre-qualified.

If you’re thinking about 
selling your home, the new lay 
of the land has brought some 
changes there as well.

“Realtors are drilling in the 
idea that there is so much com-
petition,” Neagle said. That 
means properties have to be in 
good shape, not just clean and 
presentable.

“You want your property to 
stand out, so do the work ahead 
of time and prepare it. People 
are looking for homes that are 
move-in ready.”

 SupEr CroSSWorD   april SHoWErS CitizenCryptoquote By Martin Brody
For example, YAPHCYAPLM is WORDSWORTH.  One letter stands for another.  In this sample, A is used for the 
two O’s, Y for the two W’s, etc..  Apostrophes, punctuation, the length and formation of the words are all hints.

Why Didn’t You?

R J H  U F N D R K M  P F N G W  J I X H 

Q H H D  Q H R R H K  F Y Y  V Y  V 

J I W .  -  W F D I G W  K N S Z Y H G W , 

Y F K S H K  N . Z .  W H Y H D Z H 

Z H U K H R I K M ,  Z I M V D C  J H 

Z J F N G W   J I X H  K H Z V C D H W 

Y K F S  R J H  O F Z R ,  I Y R H K 

R J H  K H G H I Z H  F Y  O J F R F Z 

Z J F P V D C  I Q N Z H  I R  I Q N 

C J K I V Q  O K V Z F D .
Find the answer in the puzzle answer section.

The IndependenT’s

TICKETS ON SALE 4.20
SEPTEMBER 8-10, 2011

HOPSCOTCHMUSICFEST.COM

Due Diligence 
change

One of the biggest changes to the real estate market isn’t 
driven by the economy, but by the state’s new Offer to Pur-
chase form.

As of Jan. 1, the new form includes a Due Diligence Period, 
a negotiated length of time during which the buyer conducts 
inspections, title searches and other reviews of the property, 
along with nailing down financing and other preparations for 
purchase of the property. Under the rules, the buyer and seller 
agree on a timeframe and an amount. During the Due Dili-
gence Period, the buyer can back out of the deal risking the 
amount agreed on for that period but not the earnest money.

“This is a huge shift in the way we negotiate and the pro-
cess of contract to closing,” said Pat Neagle, president of the 
Greater Chapel Hill Association of Realtors.

The upside is that it gives buyers a greater sense of confi-
dence about what they’re getting into. During the negotiated 
period, a buyer can walk away for any reason.  

Gary Phillips of Weaver Street Realty said the new sys-
tem in a way mirrors the option-to-purchase approach used 
in commercial real estate and agrees it should simplify the 
process. So far, he said, the price settled on for the agreements 
vary. Philips said he’s had some for as little as $100 and as 
much as $3,000. – Kirk Ross

pEt oF tHE WEEK
oraNGE CouNty aNiMal SErViCES —Meet 

Scrappy! this adorable Jack russell terrier is around a year old and 
looking for a fun new place to call home. he does well with other dogs 
and likes people of all ages. like any Jack russell, scrappy has a lot of 
energy and will do wonderfully as 
a part of an active family that will 
allow him plenty of play time each 
day. scrappy was raised around 
other dogs and would also do 
very well as a second dog. Visit 
him today at orange County’s 
animal services Center, 1601 eu-
banks road, Chapel hill or call 
942-pets. you can also see him 
and other adoptable animals 
online at www.co.orange.nc.us/
animalservices/adoption.asp
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What’s at Market?
New Item this Week: Arugula, asparagus 

(limited supply), green garlic, green onions, leeks, chicories, 
mini-romaine, baby red bibb, whole head lettuce, rad-
ishes, turnips, spinach, beet greens, ranunculus, anemones, 
greenhouse strawberries, greenhouse sungold tomatoes 
(limited), greenhouse tomatoes, veggie and herb starter 
plants, golden turnips, parsley, chard, carrots, herbs, kale 
mix, broccoli rabe, beets, bok choy, sweet potatoes, eggs, 
sun-dried tomatoes, homemade raviolis with local fillings, 
fettuccine, tomato basil sauce, cornmeal, wheat flour, pe-
cans, beef, pork, lamb, chicken, buffalo, and various specialty 
meats like liverwurst, bologna, hotdogs, etc., cow’s and 
goat’s milk cheeses, breads, doughnuts, tortes, pies, cakes, 
jams, relishes, local wine, and more ...

spring Market Hours
saturdays 7am-noon

REAL ESTATE & CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED RATES $5.00/issue for up to 15 words. Words over 15: $0.35/word/issue.  

Place your classified ad online until MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

FREE 
WEB 
LISTING!

Your classified ad will be 
published on our high-traffic 

website just as it appears  
in our printed version.

Shop
LocAL!

Don Basnight, Broker
919.270.3247 (cell)

919.929.5658 (office)
don@weaverstreetrealty.com

 in his field! in his field!
GIANTGIANT

WeaverStreetRealty.com

AA

Mobile HoMe For 
rent

WHY PAY More? 2BR or 3BR 
homes available in quiet park min-
utes from town. From $500/ month. 
929-2864 

House For rent

House For rent - northern 
Chatham, 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath, 
almost new carpet, new stove, car-
port with storage room, small patio in 
back. $850/month. 919-542-2803 

CHAPel Hill House 2+BR with 
1+1/2BA Available May. Updated w/
fresh paint, refinished HW floors+new 
vinyl. Oversize BRs allow for sitting/
office areas. Former BR extended to 
living room could be 3rd BR or office. 
CHCCSchools W/D/DW Attic/Base-
ment/Shed storage Owners mow lg 
yard Garden space AC/Oil heat 5mi/
UNC Consider pets No Smoking inside 
Dep/Ref $1150/mo 967-2530 

HoMes For sAle

2 HoMes For 1 PriCe! Down-
town Carrboro, just around the cor-
ner from all the shops, restaurants 
& culture. Main house w/ separate 
cottage/ in-law suite. Buy as posi-
tive cash flow investment, live in one/ 
rent the other or move the family into 
both. MAIN HOUSE - 4 BR/2.5 Bath. 
COTTAGE - 2 BR/1 Bath. ALL Apps 
Convey. Expected Rent - $2K/ mo for 
main, $1K/ mo for cottage. $430,000. 
Chad Lloyd, Fonville Morisey Realty 
(919)-606-8511 

303 broAd street Downtown Car-
rboro! 3 bedroom, 2 bath bungalow. 
NEW renovation including: HVAC, roof, 
kitchen, baths, windows, tile and hard-
wood, etc. Call Curt Nickles, Broker, 
919-414-3715 414-3715 

rAnCH W/Full bAseMent Ef-
ficient & tidy ranch with a full heated/
cooled basement -awesome for pool 
table, workshop, band room, etc. Main 
level has 3 BR, wood floors, really nice 
kit w/granite & stainless appliances. Gi-
ant wrap-around deck to hang out, grill 
out out or chill out. $198,000 Weaver 
Street Realty 929-5658 

bel Arbor! Bright, stylish & well 
maintained 3BR/2.5BA 2,259 Sq. 
Ft. 2 story LR w/ FP. ALL HARDWD 
FLRS in living areas. Kitchen offers 
plenty of cab/ counter space, smooth 
top range. Formal DR. 1st flr MBR 
w/ WIC. Master Bath w/ dbl vanity, 
jetted tub/ sep shower. Good size 
2nd/3rd BR’s. HUGE BONUS RM 
(4th BR) w/ walk-in attic storage. Cov 
frt porch, private deck & level rear 
yard. Cul-De-Sac. Walk to Down-
town Carrboro! $375,000. Call Chad 
Lloyd, Fonville Morisey Realty (919)-
606-8511 606-8511 

doWntoWn CArrboro Enjoy 
ALL of the conveniences & culture! 
Walk to the Farmer’s Market, gym, 
Weaver St & more. Well-maintained 
end-unit, 2BR/1BA. ALL NEW KEN-
MORE APPLIANCES in 2011: Refr/
Range/Hood/Dish. Open kitchen w/
brkfast bar & a LR/DR combo. Good 
size BR’s & closet space. W/D in-
cluded. Priv. rear patio/deck. Cov 
frt porch. Lg. storage rm. ALL NEW 
ENERGY STAR WINDOWS/WTR 
HTER 2009. $142,500 Call Chad 
Lloyd, Fonville Morisey Realty (919)-
606-8511 

Flexible FloorPlAn offers liv-
ing options in this Carrboro home. 
Main level, 2BR, 2bath home with loft 
area, new hardwood floors in public 
rooms, eat-in kit w/ bay window. On 
lower lvl, theres another BR and 2nd 
kitchen & sep entry. Use as rental, 
guest room or den $233,000 Weaver 
Street Realty 929-5658 

JACk HAggertY designed 
home fits well with the other stately 
homes on Hillsborough Rd. Modern 
details such as granite, stainless ap-
pliances, subway tile and pendant 
lighting are juxtaposed with old world 
trim and design to create a home that 
will stand the test of time. $695,000 
Weaver Street Realty 929-5658 

n. CHAtHAM ConteMP on 5 acres. 
Tile & wood floors, clerestory windows, 
cooks kitchen w/granite & high end 
appliances. Lovely screened porch, 
decks and landscaped grounds. 
Peaceful setting close to Perry Harri-
son school. 929-5658 

nAture loVer’s dreAM on 1.25 
acres w/ Chapel Hill Schools & County 
taxes. Hardwood flrs throughout ALL 
living areas. Cook’s kitchen w/ center 
island & bar overlooks sunken LR w/ 
wood-burning FP. Huge Master Suite 
w/ adjacent office overlooks down-
stairs living area. Dueling decks off the 
Kit/ LR. Tons of closets & storage. 1 Yr 
Home Warranty. INCREDIBLE PRICE! 
$229,000 w/ $3,000 in SELLER PAID 
CC! Call Chad Lloyd, Fonville Morisey 
Realty (919)-606-8511 

PACiFiCA CoHousing passive 
solar, radiant heat, low utilities, organic 
gardens, great neighbors. 1460sqft, 
3-4 bedrooms. MLS#1776963. www. 
ViburnumWay.com 

PerFeCt stArter HoMe lo-
cated in Chapel Hill’s Vineyard Sq. 
2-story, 2BR, 2.5BA townhome with 
spacious floor plan and private patio 
with attached storage. Lots of huge 
windows flood home with natural light. 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro Schools: Seawell 
Elementary, Smith Middle School, and 
Chapel Hill High School. Affordably 
priced at $110,000 with additional as-
sistance for specially qualified buyers. 
Offered by Community Home Trust. 
Visit our website to learn more about 
qualifications and how to apply: www.
communityhometrust.org 

sArAH susAnkA Would AP-
ProVe of this home. You won’t find 
cavernous walk-in closets, pantries 
the size of bedrooms, or a kitchen that 
echos when you speak. Instead, you’ll 
find warm pine floors, a retro kitchen, 
a cool loft space and a wonderful front 
porch to relax upon. $139,500 Weaver 
Street Realty 929-5658 

oFFiCe sPACe For 
leAse/sAle

HAVe An oFFiCe to rent? Your 
sign out front will only be seen by peo-
ple who happen to walk or drive by. The 
Citizen is read each week by hundreds 
of members of the local business com-
munity. Place your classified ad online 
by midnight Tuesday for publication in 
the following Thursday’s paper! 

oPen Houses

oPen sundAY 1 - 4 (4/17) Updated 
Canterbury Townhome. NO QUEST 
PIPES! Tile floor in kit & full baths, 
corner fireplace, warm paint colors. 
Attic storage (rare in Canterbury), 
updated faucets & ceiling fans. Pri-
vate patio. $117,950 Weaver Street 
Realty 929-5658 

Autos For sAle

2008 nissAn MAxiMA sl Navy 
Blue with taupe interior. Excellent 
condition. 52,000 miles. Automatic. 
Practically new tires. Leather, great 
stereo, heated seats and steering 
wheel, all the bells & whistles. (Does 
not have GPS or XM.) Maintenance 
records available. $17,500. Call 
919.360.3317 for a test drive! 

HoMe iMProVeMent

loCAl builders netWork 
Offering YOU free construction 
advice! In an effort to meet those 
considering an upcoming building 
project, whether it is a remodel, a 
renovation, an addition or New Con-
struction, the Local Builders Network 
will answer your building questions 
and estimate your job, FREE. See 
more at www.localbuildernetwork.
com. Please email your question to,
AskaBuilder@localbuildernetwork.
com, or call 919 608-2001 

serViCes

divinerose Facials Cori Roth, 
Licensed and certified Dr. Hauschka 
Esthetician offering wholistic/ organ-
ic restorative and healing facials. For 
more info visit divinerose.com 

YArd CleAnuP WitH 
CAre Brian D. Rogers Tree & 
Landscaping. Mulch, pine straw, 
leaf removal, gutters cleaned, tree/ 
shrub planting, shaping & pruning, 
tree removal, storm cleanup, jungle 
taming. Free quotes. Immaculate 
cleanup. Over 15 yrs. experience, 
fully licensed/ insured. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. 933-9921 or 542-9892 

sHoP AVon. sell AVon. Save 
10% OFF your 1st Order. Now seek-
ing new AVON reps. www.noraja-
nine.com Call Edna @ 886-6514 

HArdWood Floors Hardwood 
floors sanded and finished. Re-coat 
your old floors, new floors installed.. 
Robert St Clair Co. 796-5558 

in HoMe HeAltHCAre Eight 
years experience. Orange-Chatham 
Counties. (919) 304-6638 please 
leave message. 

lAndsCAPing, lAWn MoW-
ing, bushhog mowing, driveway 
repair, tree service, lawn aeration. 
942-0390 

iteMs WAnted

instAnt CAsH For Junk 
CArs! Price based on weight and 
current steel prices. Environmentally 
correct recycling. 919-542-2803 

•	UPS	&	Freight	Shipping
•	Custom	Packaging
•	Mailbox	&	Postal	Services
•	Color	&	BW	Printing
•	Moving	Supplies
•	Passport	Photos
•	Notary	Services
•	Business	Cards
•	Document	Design	Services

Carrboro Plaza Shopping Center
MoN-FRI	8-6:30	•	SAT	10-5
919-918-7161

store3651@theupsstore.com
©2003 United Parcel Service, Inc.

Business 
Printing

Letterhead, Envelopes 

Flyers, Brochures

Business Cards 

from $33 per 1000
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cryptoquote ansWer: Why Didn’t you?
The country would have been better off if i had. - donald rumsfeld, former u.s. defense 
secretary, saying he should  have resigned from the post, after the release of photos showing 
abuse at abu Ghraib prison.

recipe of the Week
Soba Noodle Salad with Spring Vegetables
Recipe provided by Marilyn Markel and adapted 
from Chef John Ash

“Chef John ash’s book From the earth to the Table 
introduced me to eating locally and inspired me in 1994.” 

Ingredients
¼ cup dashi or defatted chicken stock
2-½ tablespoons white (shiro) Miso
2 tablespoons seasoned rice wine vinegar
2 teaspoons toasted sesame oil
1 tablespoon soy sauce, preferably low sodium
⅓ cup or so canola or other neutral vegetable oil
1 tablespoon chopped sweet pickled ginger

Instructions
add the stock, miso, vinegar and sesame oil to a mini 

processor or blender and with motor running slowly add oil 
to form a creamy dressing.  

Add ginger and pulse a couple of times to very finely 
chop and incorporate. 

store covered and refrigerated for up to 3 days.  
pulse in a blender if sauce separates to bring it back 

together before serving.

Salad Ingredients
4 ounces dried soba noodles
1 cup green onions, whites and green tops slice on bias
1 cup baby turnips, thinly sliced
1 cup carrots, peeled and thinly sliced
1 cup radishes, thinly sliced
1 tablespoon sesame seeds, toasted
1 cup daikon radish or sunflower sprouts, gently packed
Japanese seven-spice powder (Togorashi), 
to taste (optional)
4 cups spring greens

Instructions
bring 2 quarts of lightly salted water to a boil in a large 

pot over high heat.  separate the noodles and drop them 
into the boiling water, stirring once or twice.  When the 
water begins to boil, add 1 cup of cold water. repeat this 
procedure twice cooking until the noodles are just tender, 
about 4 to 5 minutes. drain in a colander. rinse with cold 
water until completely cooled, tossing gently to remove 
surface starch and drain well. Toss the noodles with the 
dressing and vegetables. Top with the sprouts, sesame 
seeds, and a pinch of seven-spice powder. serve on spring 
lettuces and greens.
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FLORA
from page 1

the characteristic round, pal-
mately dissected geranium leaf eas-
ily contrasts with the still-flowering 
purple henbit, Lamium purpureum, 
and bird’s-eye speedwell, Ve-
ronica persica. i receive numerous 
inquiries from folks describing the 
details of some little plant – like 
this little wild geranium – that 
is worrisome because it grows 
rampantly across lawns and f low-
erbeds. take a good look at this 
geranium leaf. it’s likely that you 
have it slinking about somewhere 
in your lawn and garden.

i enjoy letting these early spring 
“weeds” run cheerfully over my 
landscape. unlike the colorful 
henbits and speedwells, the tiny 
pink geranium flower is so small that 
it goes unnoticed, except to the 
keen eye of friend sue, who was 
downright charmed by the “perfect 
miniature geranium flower.” 

for me, the real beauty of 
this little native annual is not the 
flower. Taking a “closer look,” 
the real beauty for me is found in 
the red tinges of the aging leaves 
and the brilliant red color of the 
persistent sepals surrounding the 
five dark seeds at the base of the 
beak-like center.

though sue does not allow such 
flowering weeds similar freedom in 
her well-manicured garden, she’s 
happy to view them in my yard.

Words are not as effective as vi-
sual images in illustrating the subtle 
beauties. before you pull it, take a 
closer look; you too may find some 
beauty there.

Email Ken Moore at 
flora@carrborocitizen.com.

A thOusAnd wORds
by JoCk lauterer
do you have an important old photo that you value? email your photo 
to jock@email.unc.edu and include the story behind the picture. because 
every picture tells a story. and its worth? a thousand words.

there is subtle beauty in the aging geranium leaf.

photo by ken moore

When fully mature, each of the five geranium seeds will 
be catapulted from the base of the red sepals.

photo by ken moore

Lennie and Pete on wCOM

WATER WATCH OuR ReseRvOiRs ARe 92.30% FuLL

PReCiP this MOnth: 1.92”     PAst 12 MOnths: 37.67”

CustOMeR deMAnd  mon: 6.728 million gallons / monthly avg: 6.48 million gallons  

estiMAted suPPLy:  508 days worth

t
wo of my childhood heroes, unC basketball legends lennie rosenbluth and pete 
brennan, were in town last week, but i wasn’t able to break away from work to get 
this photograph. happily, allison russell, Citizen intern and Carrboro Commons 
co-editor, got the shot. here’s what she wrote about the photo: “lennie rosenbluth, 
left, laughs as pete brennan tells a story to WCom host bill hendrickson about his 

car that became a good-luck charm for the 1957 national championship men’s basketball team.” 
When i asked allison for the back-story on the photo, she added, “i didn’t really know where 
to find the WCOM station, but as I was walking through the Cat’s Cradle parking lot I saw two 
tall, older men get out of a car. i recognized them as lennie rosenbluth and pete brennan, and 
i turned around to follow them through the door. i was greeted by rocco and then introduced 
to pete and lennie, who were very polite. once we settled into the little orange studio, pete 
and lennie started talking to bill, the host, and rocco about their days at unC. i learned that 
basketball players used to play in Woollen gym, that they used to get only one pair of shoes for 
the entire season and that Coach McGuire’s office used to be located in the ticket box office. 
also, that on the night of their championship win in march 1957, they were given only a few dol-
lars for after-dinner spending money as they walked through kansas City still in their uniforms. i 
got to wear two pieces of unC history when they let me try on their championship rings – they 
were so heavy that I had to make a fist to keep them from falling off my fingers! Throughout the 
show, they kept stressing the point that they were so good simply because they had the funda-
mentals down: passing and shooting. i enjoyed listening to their new york City accents during 
the one-hour show; their pronunciations of ‘water’ and ‘north’ reminded me happily of my 
grandfather. When the show ended, i asked them for their autographs and pete brennan signed 
his ‘With warmest regards.’ i then proceeded to tell anyone who would listen that i just met 
and hung out with two of unC’s legendary basketball players for an hour.” (notice that allison 
cleverly put herself in the photo; there she is in the studio window reflection.)

919-967-0078        www.NicheGardens.com

Monday-Saturday, 9-5 & Sunday 10-5
1111 Dawson Road (West of Carrboro, off Old Greensboro Hwy) 

 ♥

Gardens
Niche

c Natives & wildflowers, locally grown
c Plants for birds, butterflies & pollinators 
c Garden design services available
c Guided garden walk Saturdays @ 10 am

open seven
days a week!

buy 
local

Ali Cat
Anna’s Tailor  
& Alterations

The Bead Store
Carolina Core Pilates

Carrboro Yoga Co.
CHICLE  

Language Institute
Creativity Matters

CVS
DSI Comedy Theater

Elmo’s Diner
Fedora

Fleet Feet
Harris Teeter

Head Over Heels
Jewelworks

Miel Bon Bon
Mulberry Silks

The Painted Bird
Panzanella

Rita’s Italian Ices
Sofia’s

Townsend, Bertram & Co.
Weaver Street Market & Café

Springtime 
in the Heart of Carrboro

200 North Greensboro Street in Carrboro  
at the corner of Weaver Street • carrmillmall.com

Carr Mill MallCarr Mill Mall


