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PHOTO BY ken moorE
Male flowers of sweet gum standing proudly above 
the round cluster of female flowers hanging below.

Lofty, maligned 
sweet gum

S
itting on the modest 
deck of Johnny’s on West 
Main Street, a short way 
from downtown Car-
rboro, one has an engag-

ing view of a stately in-town 
sweet gum tree, Liquidambar 
styraciflua, in full flower. I have 
a hunch that you’ve not given 
much time to considering sweet 
gum flowers. Well, we can’t 
have all those generally despised 
sweet gum balls without first 
having the flowers.

I don’t recall when I first be-
came aware of flowers on this 
tree; but now that I am, I look 
forward to them every spring.

Though it sports some of 
the most magnificent fall color 
of any native tree, the sweet 
gum is most often maligned as 
a “trash tree” because it is so 
common and it has all those 
messy spiked balls that litter the 
ground beneath. I rather like 
those spiky dried balls. While 
still hanging in the trees during 
the fall and winter, those dried 
gum balls hold seed that provide 
a favorite food for chickadees. 
Some years, I cut a big branch 
of sweet gum balls for indoor 
holiday decoration.

I remember a description in 
the esteemed garden publica-
tion of the English Royal Horti-
cultural Society some years ago 
praising sweet gum balls as a 
suitable garden mulch. The Eng-
lish prize our native sweet gum 
as a single specimen tree with 
beautiful “autumn tints.”

Go outside and find a sweet 
gum that is standing on the 
edge of a forest or out in an 
open landscape and take a 
“closer look.” The healthy ma-
ture ones at this time of year 
are decorated with what appear 
to be miniature candelabras, 
one at each leafy branch tip. 

SEE  FLORA  PAGE 10

flora By Ken Moore

Erasing lines, breaking down barriers
By Taylor Sisk
Staff Writer

Once city lines are drawn, they be-
come fences, says Mark Dorosin of the 
UNC Center for Civil Rights, fences 
that isolate communities and deny their 
residents basic amenities. Dorosin and 
the center aim to help communities 
break down those fences.

The UNC Center for Civil Rights 
was founded in 2002 by pioneering civ-
il rights attorney Julius Chambers and 
Jack Boger, current dean of the UNC 
Law School, with which the center is 
affiliated. The center, now located in 
Carrboro at Carr Mill Mall, provides 
advocacy, litigation and research in de-
fense of civil rights and social justice. 
Chambers and deputy director Charles 
Daye provide tactical and strategic lead-
ership; Dorosin is a senior attorney.

“By being affiliated with the univer-
sity,” Dorosin says, “the mission was al-
ways to help train the next generation of 
civil rights lawyers to go out and do this 
work after they left law school.”

Dorosin came to the center last April 
via a circuitous route. He arrived in the 
South from Long Island in 1983 to at-
tend Duke, where he gathered both an 

undergraduate degree in political sci-
ence and a taste for progressive politics 
(divestment from South Africa was the 
rallying issue on campus at that time). 

“I grew up in a fairly homogeneous 
community, socio-economically,” Do-
rosin says. “At Duke, I was exposed 
to a much different range of folks and 
became acutely aware of the impact of 
class and what I felt was the ability and 
responsibility to make some direct and 
meaningful social impact with my life.”

He’d always intended to be a law-
yer, but decided that to go straight from 
undergrad to law school would be a sell 
out. And though he wanted to teach, 
he felt that “if you were going to teach, 
you should be a master of your subject.” 
So he earned a master’s in history at 
UNC-Greensboro, writing his thesis 
on COINTELPRO, the FBI’s coun-
terintelligence program, and the New 
Left, then taught high school history in 
Asheboro. 

Though the work with students was 
rewarding, Dorosin was disillusioned 
with the “shocking” bureaucracy, and 
left teaching after a year to manage a 
video store in Greensboro. 

Then came law school. He subse-
quently became, in order, a partner in a 
civil rights law firm (McSurely, Dorosin 
& Osment, in Chapel Hill), bar owner/
manager (Hell, also in Chapel Hill), Car-
rboro alderman, interim director of the 
UNC’s Community Development Law 
Clinic, loan servicing officer at the non-
profit Self-Help in Durham and super-
vising attorney at the Duke Law School 
Community Enterprise Clinic. 
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East principal Dave Thaden announces retirement
By Kirk Ross
Staff Writer

 Chapel Hill  — After three decades as 
an educator in Chapel Hill, much of that 
as the first and only principal at East Cha-
pel Hill High, Dave Thaden announced 
this week that he’s stepping down.

Thaden cited his 30-year mark and 
a need to focus on his health as the 
reasons for this decision.

He attributed both his longevity as 
an educator and his success as a prin-
cipal to a love for his students and sin-
cere interest in seeing them learn and 
develop as people.

“It’s what gets me out of bed in the 
morning,” he said. He called being a 
high school principal engaging and de-
manding, but at times downright silly.

School board chair Lisa Stuckey, 
whose three children attended East, 
said the district is sorry to see him go.

“We certainly wish him well,” she said. 
“He is a great person and we appreciate 
his service to the school community.”

Superintendent Neil Pedersen said 
Thaden has had a long and illustrious 
career with the district.

“East Chapel Hill High School’s 
success is a testament to Mr. Thaden’s 
leadership,” Pedersen said in a state-

ment released Wednesday afternoon. 
“I believe that the high school princi-
palship is the most challenging posi-
tion in the district, and Mr. Thaden 
has performed admirably in this ca-
pacity for thirteen years. I think that 
his decision to retire at this time after 
30 years of service to the district is the 
right decision, so he can attend to his 
personal needs. He deserves a respite 
and then I’m sure that he will pop up 
in another capacity to serve educators 
locally or across the state.”
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Homestead 
fire station 
on track
By Susan Dickson
Staff Writer

 CARRBORO  —  The Carrboro Board 
of Aldermen endorsed plans for the new 
fire station on Homestead Road on 
Tuesday, with construction still targeted 
to begin this summer. 

During a work session, the board 
heard an update on the project design 
from architect Ken Newell. The $3 mil-
lion fire station is the town’s largest proj-
ect since the Main Street fire station was 
completed in the early 1980s and is an-
ticipated for completion in April 2010. 

The project design includes a number 
of sustainable features, including a rain-
water system and solar hot-water heaters, 
qualifying it for LEED silver certification. 

“You’re getting a great sustainable 
facility with a lot of sustainable extras,” 
Newell said, adding that the project has 
more sustainable features than necessary 
for LEED silver certification. 

Board members gave hearty praise to 
the project design. 

“It’s a project Carrboro can be proud 
of,” board member Jacquie Gist said. 

However, both board members and 
residents have expressed concern about 
a number of older holly, pecan and mag-
nolia trees on the site of the project. Of 
particular concern is a 200-year-old hol-
ly tree, and board members questioned 
how protection of the tree would be en-
sured during construction. 

According to Newell, a chain-link 
fence will be placed around the tree at 
its drip line, preventing construction 
vehicles or workers from disturbing the 
soil above the tree’s roots. 

Mayor Mark Chilton said he would 
like the town to impose some kind of pen-
alty for anyone crossing the fence around 
the tree. Newell said the penalty could be 
included in the construction contract. 

Board members also asked about 
possible funding for the fire station from 
the federal economic stimulus package. 
However, town manager Steve Stewart 
said that while federal funds for the fire 
station could be available, the timing 
of the funding is unclear and the town 
couldn’t afford to wait. 

“I think we’re bidding it at the very 
best possible time,” Stewart said, adding 
that construction costs have dropped but 
could start to rebound in the near future. 

Stewart said the town could try to 
get some of the federal funds once the 
project is underway.

recently . . . 
By Valarie Schwartz

This story needs to be heard — re-
ally — I wish you could hear this story. 
As I climbed the steep steps to the sec-
ond floor of the Ballet School of Chapel 
Hill, I could hear it — the sounds of the 
North Carolina Youth Tap Ensemble 
(NCYTE) calling me into the studio. 
The percussive sound of metal tapping 
on a wooden floor rates up there with 
rain on a tin roof in my book. 

The 33 young people of NCYTE 
(they pronounce it “insight”) auditioned 
to become part of the troupe, and their 
dedication and ability determines when 
and if they get to tour when their agent 
books them gigs like the one coming 
up in Chicago this summer, or the one 
in California (Ojai and Torrance) next 
winter, or the one they took two years 
ago to China. Since it began in 1983, 
NCYTE has been all over, including 
Germany, Mexico, Russia and many 
points in between. 

In a rehearsal several weeks before 
the coming spring show, which this 
year is called “Good Vibrations,” the 
mirror that spans one wall of the stu-
dio had been covered with sheeting 
to help them get used to performing 
without seeing themselves. As I sat 
watching, listening and photograph-
ing them, it became clear that though 
Gene Medler serves as their director, 
the young people were in charge. 

“They’re empowered,” Medler 
said. “I only step in if I feel like 
we’re jeopardizing the quality of the 
show.” 

Medler was 28 before he began to 
tap, and once he did, he made a ca-
reer of it. He came from Asheville to 
Chapel Hill for college in 1967, intent 
upon a career in physical education. 
He was in graduate school and doing 
a little freelance acting when he was 
asked to be in a video that showed a 
man learning how to tap dance. Five 
lessons later, the video was a wrap 
and he was hooked. 

“My dad tap danced a little bit. 
He was an athlete and he’d do a little 
clog behind the lawn mower or a jig 
in front of the refrigerator,” Medlin 

said. “I always thought it was kind of 
quirky but cool at the same time.” 
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Getting lost in the shuffle

photo by Valarie Schwartz
Making their own music after a lead-in by Horice Silver, Emily Wesolowski, Jessica 
Goss, playing the gonza, Alex Vigotov, pounding the sourdo, and Walker McClear, 
playing the gogo, watch Elizabeth Burke dancing her part of “Song For My Father.”

Dave Thaden

photo by ava barlow
Muffin Brosig, left, and Allison Nichols of Maple View Farm, which recently opened an education center, visit with Maple, a 
Jersey cow at the farm. Adorable farm animals will be one of the highlights of the Carolina Farm Stewardship Association’s 
annual Piedmont Farm Tour, being held April 25 and 26 and featuring more than 40 farms in Orange, Chatham, Durham 
and Alamance counties. For information on the tour and where to find tour maps, see page 5.

Mark Dorosin, a senior  attorney for the 
UNC Center for Civil Rights.  
photo by ava barlow

Farm Tour
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thursday apr 16
Blue Bayou: Dmitri Resnik. 9pm. 
Free

Cat’s Cradle: Wale, Kooley High. 
9:30pm. $10/13

The Cave: EARLY: Bengt Walker.  
LATE: Brass Bed, Instant Jones

General Store Cafe: Tony Gailani 
Band. 7-9pm

Local 506: Natalie Portman’s 
Shaved Head, A Rooster For The 
Masses. 9:30pm. $8/10

Q Shack: Leroy Savage

Reservoir: IRATA, Count Von 
Count, Battle Rockets

The Station: Skinny Bag of Suga

friday apr 17
Blue Bayou: Smokin’ Joe Kubek 
and Bnois King. 9:30pm. $18/20, 
$22/20

Cat’s Cradle: The Foreign Ex-
change, YahZarah, Darien Brocking-
ton, Zo! The ELs, Carlitta Durand. 
10pm. $18/20

The Cave: EARLY: Valorie Millers, 
Rebeca Pronsky. LATE: Blag’ard

Franklin Hotel: Swing ‘N’ Jazz. 
with Chris Reynolds and Berkeley 
Grimball. 8-11pm

General Store Cafe: Martha Bas-
sett. 8:30-11pm

Local 506: Sci-Fi, The Mahah. 
9:30pm. $8

Nightlight: Drop in Silence, 
DataHata, Subscape Annex, Alex 
Kotch, DJ Yugen, Ted Johnson, Joe 
Hendrix. 9:30pm

Open Eye Cafe: Caroline Robin-
son and Alex Walters. 8pm

saturday apr 18
Blue Bayou: Abe Reid and The 
Spike Drivers. 9:30pm. $6/8

Cat’s Cradle: Kid Koala, Daz-I-
Kue. 10pm. $10/12 

The Cave: EARLY: Bo Lankenau, 
Jo Gore Band. LATE: Straight 8’s, 
Resist Not.

General Store Cafe: Rootzie. 
8:30-11pm

Local 506: TeeBEE, Focus, Shade. 
9:30pm. $12/15

Nightlight: Olivia Block, Jessica Ry-
lan, Thomas Philips and Craig Hilton, 
Bicameral Mind, Andrew Weathers 
and Andrew Marino, Boyzone.

Open Eye Cafe: Sturges and 
McGeehan. 8pm

The Station: The Shamrockers

sunday apr 19
Fletcher Opera Theater: Tri-
angle Wind Ensemble

Koka Booth Amphitheatre: 
Rock 4 Pets. 12-5pm. Free
Nightlight: Foundry Field Record-
ings, Polite Sleeper, The Soul Band,  
9:30pm. $6

The Station: Bluegrass Jam with 
Keep Off the Grass

monday apr 20
The Cave: Boom Snake

Local 506: Southeast Engine, The 
Desmonds. 9:30pm. $8.

tuesday apr 21
Cat’s Cradle: Raul Malo, Dave 
Wilson. 8pm. $25/28

The Cave: EARLY: Jimmy Brown

Local 506: Acid Mothers Temple, 
Sonic Suicide Squad. 10pm. $10/12

Nightlight: Butterflies, Tiger Saw. 
9:30pm. $5

wednesday apr 22
Cat’s Cradle: World/Inferno 
Friendship Society featuring Brian V 
of The Dresden Dolls, Stuck Lucky. 
9:30pm. $10/12

The Cave: EARLY: Saint Solitude, 
The White Cascade. $3 LATE: Em-
barrassing Fruits, Polynya, Veelee. $5

Reservoir: Gentleman Auction 
House, Vibrant Green, I was Totally 
Destroying It, Ben Flanagan

Time Warner Music Pavilion: 
Dave Matthews Band. 7pm

thursday apr 23
Blue Bayou: Jaafar. 9pm. Free

Cat’s Cradle: Manchester 
Orchestra, Fun, Audrye Sessions, 
Winston Audio. 8pm. $10/12

The Cave: EARLY: Patrick Phelan. 
LATE: Hey Penny, Billy Sugarfix

General Store Cafe: Marie Van-
derbeck. 7-9jpm

Local 506: North Elementary 7” 
Release Show, Wembley, Pistolero, 
The Popular Kids Comedy. 9pm. $5

Meymandi Concert Hall: Choral 
Concert

Q Shack: The Vintage Blue Band

The Station: Big Fat Gap Band

Time Warner Music Pavilion: 
Jimmy Buffett. 8pm

friday apr 24
Blue Bayou: The Nighthawks. 
9:30pm

Cat’s Cradle: Mogwai, The Twi-
light Sad. 9:15pm. $18

The Cave: EARLY: Wooden 
Toothe. LATE: Wild Wild Geese, 
Goodnight Loving

spotlight

The Spring Shakori Hills Grassroots Festival 
of Music and Dance kicks off with an opening 
ceremony today (Thursday) at 2 p.m. and 
runs through Sunday. 
The event features acts such as Holy Ghost Tent Re-
vival, Big Fat Gap, Steep Canyon Rangers and Ralph 
Stanley and the Clinch Mountain Boys. Acts such as 
the Paper Hand Puppet Intervention and the Cane 
Creek Cloggers are also scheduled to perform. 

The action starts at 10:30 a.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday and Sunday and ends around 1 a.m. Friday 
and Saturday and 9 p.m. Sunday. Festival passes are 
$85 (kids under 12, free) and vehicle camping passes 
are $50. Single-day tickets are $11-18 and are avail-
able at the ticket booth only. For more information, 
visit shakorihills.org

music calendar

th 4/16 wale W/kooley high**($10/$13)

fr 4/17 signal 2009
the foreign 
exchange

W/phonte+nicolay, yahzarah,
darien brockington**($18/$20)

sa 4/18 signal 2009
KiD Koala

W/daz-i-kue**($10/$12)

tu 4/21 raul malo
of the mavericks
W/dave Wilson from

chatham county line**($25/$28)

We 4/22 worlD inferno/
frienDship society

W/stuck lucky**

th 4/23 manchester 
orchestra

W/fun, audrye sessions**

fr 4/24 mogwai
W/the tWilight sad**($18)

sa 4/25 mammoth records 21st 
birthday Dillon fence,

jason ross + thomas juliano
(seven mary three), Katharine 

whelan+ more**($15/$18)

su 4/26 gorilla music showcase

mo 4/27 Dinosaur jr.
W/mike Watt & the missingmen
**($24/$26) ticket includes 7” single 

tu 4/28 the Kills
W/the horrors

& magic Wands**($15)

We 4/29 alesana
W/drop dead gorgeous,

fear before,
i set my friends on fire**($13/$15)

fr 5/1 reVerenD
horton heat

W/jimmy & the teasers**($10)

sa 5/2 cursiVe and man man 
W/andreW Wright**($16)

su 5/3 junior boys
W/max tundra**($12)

tu 5/5 big business
W/tWeak bird**($10/$12)

We 5/6 the gaslight 
anthem, pela and gooD

olD war**($13/$15)

th 5/7**($17/$20)
the presiDents of 

the usa W/dusty rhodes

fr 5/8 leZ Zeppelin**($15)

sa 5/9 cd release party
enter the fan poster contest!

paste magazine and Woxy present
roman canDle
W/the deep vibration and keegan 

deWitt**($8/$10)

We 5/13**($20) mastoDon
W/kylesa and intronaut

fr 5/15 mc chris
W/Whole Wheat bread,
i am the dream**($12/$14)

sa 5/16 toDD sniDer**($15)

tu 5/19 ben sollee
W/anni rossi**($12/$14)

We 5/20 clutch**($25)
W/Wino’s band and maylene . . . 

th 5/21 jenny owen youngs
W/jukebox the ghost**($25)

fr  5/22  l in japanese
Dance party**

sa 5/23 the olD ceremony**($10)

fr 5/29  isis
W/pelican, tombs**($15/$18)

on sale friDay 4/17!!
su 5/31  DaViD cooK

W/ryan star**($18/$20)

th 6/4  bK3 W/the breW**($18/$21)

sa 6/6 tab benoit**
presented by blue bayou

su 6/7**($14/$16)
easy star all-stars

worlD tour 2009 W/guest trumystic

tu 6/9 total request liVe!**($20/$23)

(john doe, billy zoom, exene  
cervenka, dj bonebrake)

We 6/10 paul thorn**($15)

th 6/11 griZZly bear
W/here We go magic**($14)

fr 6/12 jenny lewis
W/deer tick**($18)

su 6/14 meat puppets
W/retribution gospel choir**($14/$16)

tu 6/16 peaches W/drums of
death**($$18/20)

sa 6/20 camera obscura**($15) 

sa 6/27 holsapple & stamey 
cD release party**

fr 7/18 girls rocK
showcase**

We 7/22 + th 7/23 + fr 7/24 + sa 7/25
@ cat’s cradle and su 7/26 @ memorial hall

xx merge**

su 6/14 hot tuna electric
W/old school freight train **($25/$28)

on sale fri 4/17

catscraDle.com 919.967.9053 300 e. main street
**asterisKs Denote aDVance ticKets @ schoolKiDs in raleigh, cD alley in chapel 
hill, bull city in Durham, Katie's pretZels in carrboro orDer tix online at etix.
com     we serVe carolina brewery beer on tap!    we are a non-smoKing club

th  6/4
the 

decemberists
memorial auditorium

raleigh

x

memorial auDitorium  (raleigh)

th 6/4the
Decemberists

W/blind pilot
tix via ticketmaster, venue box office

or progressenergycenter.com

lincoln theatre  (raleigh)

th 5/28 the national
W/colin stetson

leigh farm parK  (Dur)

sa 5/2 festival for Wildlife
cyril lance banD,

john howie jr anD the 
rosewooD bluff,  KicKin 
grass, mel melton & the 

wicKeD mojos, olD 86
11 am - 6pm

919-831-6060

the artscenter (car)

fr 5/1 south memphis 
string banD

featuring alvin youngblood 
hart, jimbo mathus and

luther kickinson
fr 5/15 branDi carlile**$25

W/noises 10

fletcher opera theatre  (raleigh)

fr 5/1 tift merritt
tix via ticketmaster 

local 506 (chapel hill)
sa 5/2  KeVin DeVine

W/miniature tigers, brian bonz
tu 5/5 mac lethal

mo 5/11 ghost (from japan)
W/magik markers

also presenting!

su 5/31 david cook
on sale friday 4/17

th 6/11

grizzly bear

fr 5/15

mo 4/27 dinosaur jr.

th 4/23 manchester 
orchestra

tu 6/9

x

sa 5/16 todd snider

tu 4/21 raul malo
of the mavericks

mo 5/11

ghost
local 506

fr 5/1 reverend horton heat

We 4/29
alesana

General Store Cafe: Great 
Big Gone. 8:30-11pm

Local 506: 
Starfucker, 
Guidance 
Counselor. 
9pm $8

Open Eye Cafe: 
Lastwatch, Oscar Begat. 

8pm

RBC Center: Yanni Voices. 8pm

saturday apr 25
Blue Bayou: Rootzie, Wells Fam-
ily Band. 9:30pm. $6/8

Bryan Farms (Garner:) Triangle 
Beach Music Festival with Band 
of Oz, Jim Quick and Coastline, 
General Norman Johsnon and The 
Chairmen of the Board, Craig Wol-
lard Band, Spare Change.

Cat’s Cradle: Dillon Fence, Jason 
Ross and Thomas Juliano, Katharine 
Whalen, John Strohm. 9pm. $15/18

The Cave: Killer Filler, The Noser-
iders, The Surge! , Atmoic Mosqui-
tos. 8pm

General Store Cafe: The Doc 
Branch Band. 8:30-11pm

Local 506: Auxiliary House, Miid-
town Dickens, Filthybird, Bull City. 
9pm. $8

Nightlight: Monsonia, Jews and 
Catholics, Death Came Down the Moun-
tain. 10pm
Reservoir: Goodbye, Titan, The Last 
Track, Bicycle Day

Stewart Theatre: Habib Koite. 
8pm

abe reid 
and the spike drivers 

Blue Bayou 
SATURDAY APRIL 18

BOOM snake 
The Cave 

MONDAY APRIL 20

YahZarah 
Cat’s Cradle 
Friday APRIL 17
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Police seek rape suspect
Carrboro Police are looking for a suspect in connection with a 

rape that occurred in the Prince Street area last week. 
According to Capt. J.G. Booker, an 18-year-old woman 

reported that she was raped by two men just before midnight on 
April 9. She told police she knew the men only as “J” and “O,” and 
knew them through other acquaintances. 

Police identified “J” as James Lorenzo Little, 20, of 305 Barclay 
Road, Chapel Hill, and charged him with second-degree rape. He 
is being held in Orange County Jail under $130,000 bond. 

The other suspect, “O,” is described as a black male in his 
early 20s, about 6 feet tall, with braided hair with blue beads 
at the ends.

Police encourage anyone with information about the suspect to 
contact the Carrboro Police Department at 918-7411.

County to sell four buildings
The Orange County Board of Commissioners voted last week 

to sell four county surplus properties. 
The properties are the Clerk of Court Annex, 112 N. Churton 

St., Hillsborough; the Graham Building, 118 N. Churton St., 
Hillsborough; the Homestead Community Center, Homestead 
Road, Chapel Hill; and the old ABC store, N.C. 49, Cedar Grove. 

The board will seek appraisals for three of the four properties 
before selling them, which is part of the divestiture procedure the 
county uses to sell property. 

The estimated combined tax value of the Clerk of Court 
Annex, the Graham Building and the Homestead Community 
Center is about $850,000. An estimated value of the old ABC 
store was not available. 

Cistern stolen from community garden
A new cistern was stolen from the Growing Healthy Kids 

Community Garden on James Street last week. 
The cistern, which cost about $1,000, is a 2,600-gallon tank 

that would have been used to collect and store water for the gar-
den. A new cistern will have to be purchased for the garden.

The garden is used by churches and families with young 
children as part of the Healthy Kids Campaign, an initiative by 
the Orange County Partnership for Young Children to take on 
childhood obesity. 

Teens damage speed bump
Two teenagers were arrested over the weekend for damaging a 

speed bump at East Chapel Hill High School. 
According to Chapel Hill Police reports, Karsten William 

Bench, 18, and William Mundy Laundon, 17, were spotted using 
a sledge hammer to damage the speed bump. Bench was cited and 
released on Saturday; Laundon was cited and released Sunday. 
They are expected to appear in court June 1. 

Rabid raccoon found in Orange County
A raccoon found in Orange County tested positive for rabies 

last week at the State Laboratory of Public Health.
The raccoon was submitted after residents in the vicinity of 

N.C. 86 and Phelps Road saw their three dogs chase the raccoon 
up a tree in their yard, then surround the raccoon after it fell from 
the tree. Two of the dogs were not vaccinated against rabies and 
the third dog was currently vaccinated but did not receive a rabies 
booster within 72 hours of exposure to the raccoon, which is re-
quired under North Carolina law. Animals exposed to rabies that 
have not been vaccinated or do not receive rabies boosters within 
72 hours must either be destroyed or quarantined for six months.

So far this year, Orange County Animal Services has received 
four positive rabies tests. If any possible exposure to a bat, raccoon 
or fox is suspected, call Animal Control at 245-2075 or call 911.

 News Briefs

photo by Kelly Esposito
Local artist Emily Weinstein is designing and coordinating the painting 
of a new mural on the outdoor wall of Jade Palace at 103 E. Main St. in 
downtown Carrboro, enlisting the help of local children. This mural in her 
driveway was painted by kids in her neighborhood, located off Ephesus 
Church Road in Chapel Hill. The original community mural on the outside 
wall of Jade Palace was painted in 2001 but was mysteriously painted over 
in 2007. The new mural will feature elements of the Chinese zodiac.
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Carrboro mural 
to be repainted
By Kelly Esposito
Courtesy of the 
Carrboro Commons

A large blank canvas in down-
town Carrboro is about to get a 
makeover, again.

Local artist Emily Weinstein 
said the outside wall of Jade Palace 
Chinese & Seafood Restaurant, 
located at 103 E. Main St., will 
soon feature a new mural.

“We are going to get started 
as soon as the paint comes in 
and everything gets organized,” 
Weinstein said.

She is in the last stages of design-
ing the mural, which will feature 
elements of the Chinese zodiac. 
She has ordered special paint that 
resists the wear and tear that some-
times plagues outdoor murals.

The actual painting process 
will be coordinated by Weinstein. 
She plans to enlist the help of local 
children through Volunteers for 
Youth, an organization that finds 
volunteers and mentors for chil-
dren in Orange County.

“We’re going to set up a spring 
or summer program with the 
kids,” Weinstein said.

History of the mural
The Jade Palace wall used 

to be home to a mural that was 
painted in late 2002. It was the 
brainchild of Kimberli Matin, 
who owned the Zodi Gallery 
that was then located next to the 
restaurant. Local businesses and 
residents were able to purchase 
squares of the quilt-like design 
and participate in the paint-
ing process, said Jackie Helvey, 
owner of UniqueOrn Enterprises.

Weinstein oversaw the project, 
which featured the theme “What 
does community mean to me?” 
The money earned from the proj-
ect was donated to Club Nova, a 
nonprofit organization in Carr-
boro that helps adults with mental 
illnesses, Helvey said.

“It took months to finish this 
thing; it was not a one-weekend 
project,” she said. “It was a long 
and tedious process, but the end 

result was just beautiful.”
However, Helvey said the 

painters of the mural faced prob-
lems from the beginning. The 
mural was in violation of a town 
ordinance that prohibits putting 
business names on the side of a 
building if the businesses aren’t 
actually housed there.

“We were breaking the law, and 
we didn’t know it,” Helvey said.

She said a solution was reached 
when the Carrboro Arts Commit-
tee, the Town of Carrboro’s arts 
advisory board, contacted Patrick 
Herron, Carrboro’s poet laureate at 
the time. The committee commis-
sioned Herron to write a 32-word 
poem that would be painted over 
the 32 logos that were in violation 
of the town ordinance.

Each offending logo was cov-
ered, and one word from the 
poem and a number were painted 
in each square. The numbers cor-
responded to the sequence of the 
32 words that, when put in order, 
revealed the poem.

Helvey said it was nearly im-
possible to read the poem, but she 
thought the puzzle format was 
a creative way to avoid having to 
completely cover up the mural.

“It ended up being really cool 
because it was a poem,” Helvey 
said. “It was just a great idea and a 
great solution.”

A mysterious 
paint job

After it was altered in late 2003, 
the Jade Palace mural remained a 
downtown Carrboro staple until 
May 2007, when it was mysteri-
ously painted over.

Helvey said what happened 
remains uncertain, but within 
about an hour the entire mural 
was covered with a coat of light 
mint-green paint.

According to witnesses, for-
mer Carrboro resident Larry 
Hayes apparently hired men 
from the homeless shelter to 
paint the wall. Hayes had his 
own mural issues in downtown 
Carrboro, when a mural on a 
building he owned was found in 

violation of the same ordinance 
as the original Jade Palace mural. 
Hayes, who was threatened with 
legal action by the town, eventu-
ally covered it up, and sometime 
thereafter moved to California.

Police have said they want 
to question Hayes about the in-
cident, believing he may have 
returned and hired the men to 
paint over the mural.

“He must have been out 
there in California stewing,” 
said Helvey. “Literally hours and 
weeks of work in that one hour 
was completely obliterated.”

Continuing 
controversy

Although Helvey and Wein-
stein say they are enthusiastic 
about the new mural, not ev-
eryone who participated in the 
creation of the original artwork 
shares their sentiments.

Herron wrote the poem “I 
Am Not A Wall” that was used 
to alter the mural so that it 
would comply with town rules.

Herron said the puzzle for-
mat was not his idea and that he 
did not know his work would be 
used in that form until he actu-
ally saw it on the mural. He said 

the piece was “impossible to 
read,” but he didn’t complain.

However, Herron’s primary 
concern now is about the repaint-
ing of the mural. He feels that 
the poem, which was site-specific 
and dedicated to former Carrboro 
Mayor Mike Nelson, is being 
treated as “disposable” by not be-
ing included in the new design.

“No one has talked about 
the fact that the poem was de-
stroyed too,” Herron said. “No-
body seems concerned about re-
turning it to its rightful place.”

Despite the mural’s history 
of controversy and mystery, its 
story will continue during the 
spring with Weinstein leading 
the effort once again.

“I’m just thrilled that Emily has 
taken this on,” said Helvey. “She 
did such a great job the first time 
around. She’s a fantastic artist, and 
I have confidence that anything 
she creates will be fabulous.”

Kelly Esposito is a UNC 
student writing for the Carrboro 
Commons, a bi-weekly online 
lab newspaper for Jock Lauterer’s 
Community Journalism class at the 
UNC School of Journalism and 
Mass Communication.

Greenbridge, activists look beyond ugly incident
By Kirk Ross
Staff Writer

 Chapel Hill  — As Chapel Hill 
Police continue to investigate a 
hoax email and pointedly worded 
fliers circulated this week, officials 
with the Greenbridge project say 
that, moving forward, they want 
to see more positive dialogue.

Likewise, members of UNC-
NOW, a partnership of commu-
nity and campus groups that says 
the project is emblematic of the 
gentrification of the historically 
black Northside neighborhood.

Frank Phoenix, a partner 
with Greenbridge Developments 
LLC, said he continues to suspect 
that the UNC group was behind 
the fliers and email – which said, 

among other things, that the 
project’s developers were ceasing 
sales – but has not heard any-
thing conclusive from the po-
lice. Wording in the email and 
fliers is very similar, he said, to 
language used by members of 
UNC-NOW, including an open 
letter from the group’s steering 
committee sent last week to the 
Chapel Hill Town Council and 
Greenbridge Developments.

In it, the group demands that 
Greenbridge stop using a pro-
motional video featuring promi-
nent members of the Northside 
community, offer job training 
and employment for Northside 
community residents and join 
with the town to revisit the idea 
of a payment-in-lieu for afford-

able housing rather than afford-
able housing into the develop-
ment. The letter asks the town 
to spearhead an effort to provide 
property-tax relief in low-wealth 
neighborhoods and impose a 
development moratorium on 
projects in or near the Northside, 
Pine Knolls, Rogers-Eubanks 
and Ridgefield neighborhoods.

Haley Koch, a student orga-
nizer with UNC-NOW, said 
Tuesday that the group was not 
responsible for the phony email 
and flier and had no information 
on who did. 

“It’s obviously not a tactic or 
a strategy we would use,” Koch 
said. She said she hopes the inci-
dent could lead to a more positive 
dialogue between the Northside 

community, activists and Green-
bridge. “We hope we can collec-
tively seize the moment and do 
something positive about it.”

Phoenix said he too would like 
to see some more positive engage-
ment come from the incident, 
although he said past attempts 
have him wary of it.

He stressed that the represen-
tatives of the project have been in 
long-running discussions with its 
neighbors. 

“We have always been in 
dialogue with the neighbors and 
will continue to be,” he said. 
Northside itself, he said, is not 
monolithic. UNC-NOW, he 
added, represents “a faction of 
Northside, but certainly not all of 
Northside.”
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Thursday, April 16
Reentry Potluck— Meet com-
munity organizations that offer 
transition and reentry services to 
help ex-offender men and women 
get back on their feet. 11am-1pm, St. 
Matthew’s Fellowship Hall, Hillsbor-
ough. 644-1009

Public Service Talk— Howard 
Lee, chair of the state Board of Edu-
cation and Chapel Hill’s first black 
mayor, will discuss “The Courage to 
Lead: One Man’s Journey in Public 
Service.” 2:30pm, Seymour Center, 
2551 Homestead Road. 968-2070, 
co.orange.nc.us/aging/index

Poetry Event— The Carrboro 
Cybrary and Carrboro Recreation 
& Parks will host poets for the 
celebration of National Poetry 
Month. Noon, Carrboro Cen-
tury Center. 918-7387, co.orange.
nc.us/library/cybrary

Dulcimer Players— Begin-
ners and experts are welcome 
to the meeting of the Carolina 
Mountain Dulcimer Players. 7pm, 
Carol Woods Retirement Center. 
9295359, ShirleyRay@aol.com

Friday, April 17
Contra Dance— Presented by 
the Carolina Song & Dance As-
sociation with live music by the An-
drew & Noah VanNordstrand with 
Buz Lloyd. 8pm (lesson 7:30pm), 
Carrboro Century Center. $8. 967-
9948, csdadance.org

Book Lecture— Professor Scott 
Klein will discuss “Joycean Generos-
ity, Joycean Books,” to open the 
UNC Library’s Rare Book Collec-
tion exhibition. 5:45pm, Wilson 
Special Collections Library, Pleasants 
Family Assembly Room, UNC cam-
pus. 962-4207

Meet-the-Author Tea— The 
Friends of the Chapel Hill Public 
Library will host author Zelda Lock-
hart, who will read from her most 
recent novel, Cold Running Creek. 
3:30pm, Chapel Hill Public Library. 
968-2780

Book Signing— New York Times 
columnist William Rhodes will sign 
copies of his two recent books, Forty 
Million Dollar Slaves: The Rise, Fall and 
Redemption of the Black Athlete and 
Third and a Mile: From Fritz Pollard to 
Michael Vick. 4pm, Bull’s Head Book-
shop, UNC campus.  962-5060

Saturday, April 18
Camp Auction— Auction & Ap-
petizers to benefit the New Hope 
Camp & Conference Center. 6-9pm, 
4805 N.C. 86. $20. 942-4716, 
newhopeccc.org

Art Symposium— The Ackland 
Art Museum at UNC presents “Learn-
ing from the Legacy,” celebrating the 
life of Asian art historian Sherman Em-

ery Lee. 2-6:30pm, Hanes Art Center 
Auditorium, UNC campus

Arts and Crafts Show— Featur-
ing 32 artists and artisans offering 
a variety of items. 10am-3pm, 
Visitor Center lawn, 150 E. King St., 
Hillsborough

Riverwalk Opening— The Town 
of Hillsborough will open its first 
community park and a portion of the 
Riverwalk with a ribbon-cutting. 10am, 
415 Dimmocks Mill Road, Hillsborough

Spring Walk— The NC Botanical 
Garden is sponsoring a spring walk 
through Johnston Mill Nature Pre-
serve. 2-4pm. $10, pre-registration 
required. 962-0522, ncbg.unc.edu

Living History Day— The 
Chapel Hill Museum and the 
Preservation Society of Chapel Hill 
will host a Civil War Living History 
Experience. 11am-4pm, Chapel Hill 
Museum, 523 E. Franklin St., and 
the Horace Williams House, 610 E. 
Rosemary St. Free. 

Lantern Tour— A lantern-lit tour 
through Chapel Hill at the end of 
the Civil War, followed by a fireside 
feast of period food at a Union 
encampment. 7pm, Chapel Hill Mu-
seum, 523 E. Franklin St. $35, $17.50 
with student ID. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance. 967-1400

Sunday, April 19
Baroque and Beyond — Music 
featuring Penelope Jensen, Florence 
Peacock, John Pruett, and Randall 
Love. 3pm, Horace Williams House, 
610 E. Rosemary St. $15. 942-7818 

Monday, April 20
Book Group— The Chapel Hill 
Public Library Monday Night Book 
Group will discuss Interpreter of 
Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri. 7pm, 
Chapel Hill Public Library Confer-
ence Room. 968-2780

Wednesday, April 22
Lunchbox Lecture— Suzy Barile, 
great-great grandaughter of Ella 
Swain Atkins and Gen. Smith Dykins 
Atkins and author of Undaunted 
Heart: the True Story of a Southern 
Belle & a Yankee General will speak 
at an event hosted by the Preserva-
tion Society of Chapel Hill. Noon, 
Horace Williams House, $5 dona-
tion encouraged. 942-7818,

Thursday, April 23
OC Democratic Women— 
Commissioners Valerie Foushee and 
Alice Gordon will discuss tax issues 
in Orange County at the monthly 
meeting of the Orange County 
Democratic Women. 7:30-9pm, 
OWASA Community Room, 400 
Jones Ferry Road. 942-0045, l_fox-
worth_2000@yahoo.com

Environmental Film— The 
Chapel Hill Library will present The 

11th Hour, a documentary about the 
state of the natural environment. 
3pm, Chapel Hill Public Library 
Meeting Room. 968-2780

Job Search Workshop— In-
crease your employment options 
with tips and strategies for finding 
jobs online. 6-7pm, Chapel Hill 
Public Library. Free. 968-2780

Saturday, April 25
Short Films— Century Center 
Cinema presents “Shorts Stand Tall 
- A night of great short films.” 7pm, 
Carrboro Century Center. $4, free 
popcorn and soda

Book Sale— Hardbacks, au-
dios and videos and paperbacks. 
10am-2pm, Carrboro Cybrary, 
100 N. Greensboro St. 918-7387, 
co.orange.nc.us/library/cybrary

Writing Workshop— Nancy 
Peacock, author of A Broom of One’s 
Own, will host a freewheeling, free-
write fest. 10am-noon, Chapel Hill 
Public Library Conference Room. 
hestia7@bellsouth.net, nancypea-
cockbooks.com

ClydeFEST— Music, fun and 
games at the 8th annual festival to 
celebration legendary folk artist 
Clyde Jones. 11am-4pm, Bynum 
Ballpark off U.S. 15-501 between 
Chapel Hill and Pittsboro. $7 
adults, $3 children. 542-0394, 
chathamarts.org

Puppet Show— Emerson 
Waldorf School presents “Mufaro’s 
Beautiful Daughter: a tale of two 
very different daughters.” 10am, 
Emerson Waldorf School, 6211 
New Jericho Road. Free, donations 
accepted. 967-1858, emersonwal-
dorf.org

Learning Farm Preview— The 
Irving Learning Farm, a new environ-
mental education camp, will host a 
Primavera Preview for children and 
families. Activities include scaven-
ger hunts, hikes, and tractor rides. 
triangleland.org/calendar

Ongoing
Cancer Support — Support 
groups for cancer patients and their 
families. cornucopiahouse.org

The Compassionate Friends 
— Free self-help support for all 
adults grieving the loss of a child or 
sibling. Third Mondays, 7-8:30pm, 
Evergreen United Methodist 
Church. 967-3221, chapelhilltcf.org

DivorceCare — Support group for 
those separated or divorced. Mondays, 
7pm, Orange United Methodist 
Church. 942-2825, connect2orange.org

Computer Class — What Should 
I Read Next?: Resources for Book 
Lovers on the Web, Computer 
Basics, Web Basics, Intro to Email, 
Learning 2.0: Blogs, Photosharing 

and more. Wednesdays through 
April 22, 7pm, Carrboro Cybrary,  
Registration required. 918-
7387, www.co.orange.
nc.us/library/cybrary

Garden Walk— Niche Gardens 
hosts guided garden walks with dis-
cussions on spring planting, garden 
maintenance, design and gardening 
for wildlife. Saturdays, 10am, 1111 
Dawson Road, Chapel Hill. Free. 
967-0078, www.nichegardens.com

Cancer Survivors Work-
shop— The UNC Lineberger 
Comprehensive Cancer Center 
offers “Cancer Transitions: Moving 
Beyond Treatment,” to help cancer 
surviors bridge the gap between 
treatment and life following cancer. 
Tuesdays through May 5, 4-6:30pm, 
1700 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Job Search Workshop— Job 
search strategies for professionals. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays through 
April 30, 1-4pm, Orange County 
Skills Development/Job Skills Cen-
ter, 503 W. Franklin St. 969-3032

Job Search Meeting— A net-
working and support group for job 
hunters. Wednesdays, 9:30-11am, 
Binkley Baptist Church, 1712 Willow 
Drive. 942-4964

Computer Class— Chapel 
Hill Senior Net will offer a class in 
Computer Fundamentals. Mondays 
and Wednesdays, April 24-May 
13, 9-11am, Seymour Center, 2551 
Homestead Road. 968-2070

Kids
Toddler Time — Thursdays, 4pm, 
Carrboro Branch Library. 969-3006

Preschool Story Time — Sat-
urdays, 10:30am, Carrboro Branch 
Library. 969-3006

Story Time — All ages welcomed. 
Thursdays, 10:30am, Market Street 
Books, 510 Market Street, Southern 
Village. 933-5111

Express Yourself! — Art pro-
gram for ages 3-8 & their caregivers. 
Saturdays, 10:45-11:15am, 11:30am-
noon, Kidzu Children’s Museum, 
105 E.. Franklin St. $2. 933-1455, 
kidzuchildrensmuseum.org

Volunteers
RSVP 55+ Volunteer Program 
— Seeks volunteers at least 55 
years of age and over who would 
like assistance in finding an oppor-
tunity that matches their interests. 
968-2056, co.orange.nc.us/aging/
RSVPindex.asp

Meals on Wheels — Seeks 
volunteers to deliver meals and/or 
bake simple desserts for recipients 
in the Chapel Hill/Carrboro area. 
942-2948

Community Calendar
Uncommon Garden Tour

Local artist Rick Hermanson began designing the uncommon 
garden seven years ago. Today, this formerly ordinary backyard 
is an intricate web of sculptural landscapes. Every square foot has 
been transformed into an exotic natural wonderland, with artful 
snakes, dragons, water features and more. 

The garden is open to the public on May 2 as a fundraising 
benefit for The ArtsCenter. Tickets are $25. The rain date is May 
9. For more information, visit uncommongardentour.com

FAN seminar to offer insurance tips
The Family Advocacy Network (FAN), a program of the 

Mental Health Association in Orange County, will sponsor a free 
seminar, “How to Get What You Need From Your Insurance 
Company,” on Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon at Orange United 
Methodist Church. 

Amy Martin-Jewett, a nurse who is also an insurance profes-
sional, will present the seminar and offer information on how to 
navigate the world of insurance companies.

The seminar is open to all area residents. To register, contact 
Julie Bailey at 942-8083, ext. 2, or julie@mhaorangeco.org

Habitat seeks women volunteers
Chatham Habitat for Humanity seeks women volunteers 

to work on a Habitat house construction site during National 
Women Build Week, May 5-8. 

Construction or home improvement experience is not neces-
sary. Volunteers will engage in various house-framing activities 
to start three homes in the new Chatham Oak subdivision in Pitts-
boro. To volunteer for the project, email gabyfornari@chatham-
habitat.org or call 542-0794, ext. 223. 

Low-cost rabies vaccinations
The Orange County Animal Services Department will offer 

two low-cost rabies vaccination clinics in April and May.
Clinics are April 29, 6  to 7 p.m., at the Governments Services 

Center Annex in Hillsborough, and May 1, 1 to 5 p.m., at the OC 
Animal Shelter on Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard. 

The vaccination fee is $5, which must be paid in cash. One-year 
vaccinations will be offered at both clinics, but three-year vaccina-
tions will only be offered at the April 29 clinic. For information, 
call 245-2075 or visit co.orange.nc.us/animalservices/rabies.asp

Community Briefs

Now at our new address!
205 W. Weaver St.

919-932-1990

CommunityRealtync.com

Community Realty
Real Estate with a Real Purpose

 super crossworD   reverse psychology CitizenCryptoquote By Martin Brody
For example, YAPHCYAPLM is WORDSWORTH.  One letter stands for another.  In 
this sample, A is used for the two O’s, Y for the two W’s, etc..  Apostrophes, 
punctuation, the length and formation of the words are all hints.

“Acceptance?”

M L S F U  O G C ,  O G C 

D G P P W V ,  L G P G -

X G Z W F E  T G F T  G Q 

E C F T .  -  T V S F  J V F F , 

S D D V J M W F E  L W T 

S D S I V P O  S N S A I  Q G A 

H V T M  S D M G A  Q G A  L W T 

J G A M A S O S X  G Q  E S O 

J G X W M W D W S F  L S A Z V O 

P W X U
Find the answer in the puzzle answer section.

pets of the week

Paws4Ever —  My name is Clover! I am an Aussie /retriever 
mix gal, 1.5 years old, and I’m a sweet chocolate & brown. Can you believe it? 
Clover had to have three inches of her tail removed because she wags her tail 
constantly and it got beat up — this is a very happy girl, who loves people! All 
she wants is your affection and snuggles. She does get along with some dogs, 
but her dominant, vocal play style may be too much for some dogs to handle. 
Clover is housebroken and enjoys the car. She is very active, loves toys and 
will fetch. Clover is gentle taking treats, but devours them quickly! She is a very 
confident, playful, forgiving girl! Clover would make a great companion if there 
ever was one! Please come by the shelter and take a look, at Paws4Ever, 6311 
Nicks Road, Mebane, or call 304-2300. You can also go online at paws4ever.org

ORANGE COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES —Hello, I am 

Mamma Goo!  Mamma Goo is a sweet one-and-a-half-year-old dilute 
calico kitty who is looking for a new place to call home!  Before coming to 
the shelter, she had been living outside and was being fed by a kind citizen.  
She didn’t have a lot of experience with humans, but has since warmed up 
immensely and loves to be petted! She’s still a little shy at first, and would likely 
do best in a home with adults or older children where she can settle in at her 
own pace and continue to blossom! Visit Orange County’s Animal Shelter, 
1081 MLK Jr. Blvd, Chapel Hill or call 967-7383. You can also see her online at 
co.orange.nc.us/animalservices/adoption.asp
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Fish  day!
Now is the time For PoNd stockiNg!
Channel Catfish • Largemouth Bass • Redear • Bluegill (Bream) 

Minnows • Black Crappie (if available)
Delivery: Tuesday, April 21: 1:45 –2:45 pm

at Southern StateS Co-op in Carrboro, nC

To order call 1-800-247-2615  •  www.farleysf ishfarm.com
Farleys Arkansas Pondstockers, Inc.

auction
20 Acres

Divided in 2 Tracts
Buy 1 or Both

Off 54 W. of Chapel Hill
Beautiful Homesites

Great Investment

tuesday april 28

www.RogersAuction.com   NCFL7360

919-545-0412

cryptoquote answer:
 Thank you, you commie, homo-loving sons of guns. - Sean Penn, accepting his 

 Academy Award for best actor for his portrayal of gay politician Harvey Milk
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HOME ENERGY AUDIT

GUARANTEED TO SAVE MONEY

Save Energy - Save $
Increase Comfort
Green your Home

Mark Marcoplos
Marcoplos Construction

968-0056
Marcoplos@bellsouth.net

www.marcoplosconstruction.com

$125-$175 approximate cost.
A common sense assessment of

energy saving opportunities by an
experienced energy-efficiency expert.

True CrafTsmen
A Full-service Exterior business

Decks Restored
Washed, Sanded, Sealed

Houses
Power Washed, Gutters Cleaned

True Craftsmen
Installation, All Types Siding

Roofing, Windows, Decks
Repair Work As Well

Planting & Flower Beds
Installed & Maintained

Contact John Barrett
919-619-8315/919-420-5013

What’s at Market?
Check out what’s at the Year-Round Farmers’ Market: 
Tulips, daffodils, irises, lettuce, hydroponic basil, chard, spring onions, 
pac choy, flour, onions, garlic, arugula, beets, broccoli, watercrest, 
cabbage, carrots, winter squashes, cauliflower, collards, fresh herbs, 
kale, leeks, mustard greens, salad greens, spinach, sweet potatoes, 
turnips, turnip greens, winter squashes, pecans, herb and vegetable 
starters, NEW chicken-sausage, maple sausage, smoked ham, smoked 
ham hocks, liverwurst, lamb, bacon, chicken, eggs, cow’s milk cheeses, 
breads, doughnuts, tortes, pies, cakes, jams, and relishes

April 25: Fourth Annual Kid’s Seedling Event!! 
On Saturday, April 25, 2009 beginning at 8:30 AM, the Carrboro 

Farmers’ Market will give away Cherry and Sungold tomato seedlings 
to kids. The Market will supply growing instructions and the Orange 
County Master Gardeners will be there as well to offer planting 
advice. About 10 weeks later, the Market asks the kids to come back 
with a clipping from their seedlings. The fruit is then displayed state 
fair-style for all to see and admire.

The Market’s vendors donate the seedlings for this event. This 
event is done the same weekend 
as the Carolina Farm Stewardship 
Piedmont Farm Tour with the goal 
of showing kids where their food 
comes from. 

Last year, the Market was 
able to give away upwards of 400 
seedlings to kids !  We hope 
to have another great 
year this year!

Sat: 7am-Noon • Wed: Now open 3:30-6:30pm
Thurs at Southern Village starts May 7 @ 3:30-6:30pm

Land & Table  Briefs
Farm tour

The Carolina Farm Steward-
ship Association will host its annu-
al Piedmont Farm Tour on April 
25 and 26.

The event features more than 
40 farms in Orange, Chatham, 
Durham and Alamance Counties, 
including eight new farms this 
year, and is the largest sustainable 
farm tour in the country. 

Buttons for the tour are $25. 
For a map of the tour, visit caro-
linafarmstewards.org or pick one 
up at Weaver Street Market. 

Earth Action Day 
set for Saturday

The Town of Chapel Hill 
will present the 2009 Earth Ac-
tion Day Celebration from noon 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday on the 
grounds of UNC’s Morehead 
Planetarium and Science Center 
on Franklin Street.

The event will feature an Earth 
Day Ballet by the Studio A Danc-
ers, musical performances by Equi-
nox and the Kickin’ Grass Band 
and exhibits by more than 60 or-

photo by ava barlow
Pogo was named because he wasn’t born with legs, but with springs,” says Muffin Brosig of the 6-week old 
Nigerian dwarf goat she is holding. The goat, which resides at Maple View Farm on Dairy Land Road, is one of the 
many farm animals one might see on the Piedmont Farm Tour.

ganizations showcasing sustainable 
initiatives. In addition, the North 
Carolina Botanical Gardens will 
host tours of the Coker Arboretum 
and the UNC Institute for the En-
vironment will host a feature film, 
The Last Time We Were Green, at 7 
p.m. in the planetarium’s theater. 
Healthy food will also be available 
at the event. 

Shuttles directly to and from 
the event will be available on week-
end bus routes and public parking 
onsite will be limited. For more in-
formation on bus routes or Earth 
Action Day, visit townofchapelhill.
org/earthday 

Haw River Festival
The 20th annual Haw River 

Festival will be held May 9 from 1 
to 6 p.m. at the old Bynum Bridge 
between Chapel Hill and Pittsboro. 

The festival will feature live mu-
sic, kid’s activities, a silent auction of 
artist Clyde Jones’ critters and paint-
ings, a native plant sale and more. 

For more information, visit 
hawriver.org or call 542-5790.

Earth and Sky
The Celebration of Earth and Sky 

will be held Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m. 
at the Carrboro Century Center.

To volunteer or for more infor-
mation, contact Chapel Hill High 
School earth and environmental 
science teacher Ron Greenburg at 
rgreenburg@chccs.k12.nc.us or 
929-2106, ext. 1119.
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 For the record

Public financing of local 
elections a logical step

The anti-democracy reform crowd is at 
it again — spreading misinformation about 
campaign finance reform. Their current target 
is House Bill 120, a fairly innocuous proposal 
in the state Legislature to provide municipalities 
the legal authority to experiment with public 
financing of local elections. It’s something the 
town of Chapel Hill will be doing this fall.

HB 120 imposes no mandate for cities 
and requires no money from the state. It’s just 
“enabling” legislation that merely grants cities 
and towns permission to voluntarily try out 
public financing. 

But the anti-reform naysayers have ratcheted 
up their doom-and-gloom rhetoric. Whether it’s 
in op-eds, emails or the outside propagandists 
they bring to the Legislature, their simplistic 
message is the same: Public financing is another 
threat to free markets, lower taxes and limited 
government. 

Never mind that our state’s judicial public-
financing program, arguably the envy of the 
nation, produces less-costly and more-positive 
campaigns, election after election. And never 
mind the success of last year’s pilot public-fi-
nancing program for state auditor, insurance 
commissioner and state superintendent. Four 
of six candidates, Republicans and Democrats, 
participated, and campaign costs were held in 
check. Even more importantly, the dominance 
of wealthy special-interest money in these races 
was all but eliminated.

The anti-reform naysayers’ latest salvo is to 
declare public financing unconstitutional — their 
convenient misinterpretation of a recent U.S. 
Supreme Court case. Never mind that the Fourth 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals has already upheld 
North Carolina’s judicial public-financing pro-
gram and that the U.S. Supreme Court refused to 
even hear the case on appeal.

In all their bluster, the anti-reform crowd 
seeks to protect our broken campaign-finance 
system. The ever-increasing costs of campaigns 
funded by wealthy special interests who seek 
to game the system with big-money donations 
is A-OK with them. 

They voice no concerns nor offer any solu-
tions on how to reduce the ever-rising costs of 
campaigns, eliminate the ever-growing influence 
of special interests or address the ever-decreasing 
willingness of candidates to run for office.

It’s a sad fact in North Carolina that the 
cost of running for mayor and city council is 
becoming prohibitively high in many of our 
medium and major cities. In recent years, 
Wilmington, Asheville, Cary, Raleigh and 
Charlotte have all had their share of six-fig-
ure campaigns for local offices. 

Since 2001, Raleigh has seen at least three 
mayoral candidates spend more than a half-mil-
lion dollars on their respective campaigns. 

And driving the train for these higher-
costing races are the homebuilding real estate 
interests – the top source of big money for local 
elections. Developers have lots of business before 
local councils, so they are inclined to provide 
lots of money to local campaigns. 

Despite the dire warnings of the anti-reform 
crowd, there is a growing support for allowing 
locals to experiment with public financing. HB 
120 is co-sponsored by 31 representatives and 
has been endorsed by a dozen N.C. mayors.

HB 120 does not force public financing 
on any municipality. The legislation simply 
provides the authority for each city and town to 
decide its own destiny on election reform.

And just as was the case in Chapel Hill, 
there will be plenty of opportunity for local 
public input before any decision is made. Also, 
any local public financing program must meet 
the approval of the state board of elections. And 
all programs will be administered by the state 
board as well.

HB 120 has recently won approval in two 
state House committees. It may soon reach the 
House floor. This will be a vote for local deci-
sion-making on an issue that impacts the health 
of local elections – something locals should 
decide, not the Raleigh-based anti-democracy 
reformers or the big-money special-interest 
developers.

— By Bob Phillips

Bob Phillips is the executive director of 
Common Cause North Carolina.

Jim Warren

 Chances are, you’re concerned about 
climate change. Unfortunately, it’s prob-
ably much worse than you realize. Severe 
climate changes are occurring at an acceler-
ating rate. Our planet is in crisis, according 
to the world’s top scientists, and corrective 
measures that are proven and economically 
beneficial need to be implemented now. 
In North Carolina, that means ramping 
up energy efficiency via NC SAVE$ EN-
ERGY and stopping construction of Duke 
Energy’s Cliffside coal-fired power plant. 
Statewide coalitions are working diligently 
on both fronts and need your help.

The news media has belatedly conveyed 
that climate change is a serious problem, 
but now “urgency denial” is setting in, 
largely due to a lack of coverage of several 
studies supporting the argument by NASA 
expert James Hansen that “we are running 
out of time” for making corrections.

The information deficit is fueling a 
dangerous misperception – promoted by 
CEOs such as Duke Energy’s Jim Rog-
ers – that we have decades to slow global 
warming and that fictional “clean coal” 
and corporate-friendly “cap-and-trade” 
schemes can help.

If successful, such delaying tactics 
will virtually ensure that we cross tipping 
points that Hansen says “will cause rapid 
changes out of humanity’s control” and 
lead to “a different planet.” At current pol-
lution levels, that point of no return could 
come within six years, says the United Na-
tions’ climate panel. If we cross that thresh-
old, the choice between solar, coal, wind or 
nuclear power will barely matter.

Even some environmental groups still 
describe climate change as “in the future.” 
While record-breaking weather extremes 
and results such as wildfires are increas-

ingly prominent in the national news, the 
link to climate change is rarely mentioned. 
Recent developments under-reported by 
the U.S. media include:

1) Atmospheric carbon dioxide levels 
are already 10 percent higher than “safe” 
levels, according to Hansen’s NASA team.

2) European researchers report that 
millions of tons of methane are bubbling 
into the atmosphere as the Arctic floor has 
begun to thaw, supporting concerns by the 
University of Pennsylvania’s Richard Alley 
that climatic turbulence can come “in big 
jumps rather than gradually.” 

3) Just a few years ago, scientists warned 
that summer Arctic sea ice could be gone 
by 2100; now they fear it could disappear 
by 2012. 

4) British researchers estimate that sea 
level could rise nearly five feet this century, 
based on new understanding about polar 
ice sheets. 

5) Global weather disasters have qua-
drupled since 1987. A federal study reports 
that human-induced climate change is 
making downpours more intense, that 
heat waves will likely become more fre-
quent and that wildfires in the American 
West are “strongly associated” with global 
warming.

R.K. Pachauri, head of the U.N. cli-
mate panel, concludes: “The cities, power 
plants and factories we build in the next 
seven years will shape our climate in mid-
century. We have to act now … to change 
the way we use energy … and thereby avert 
nothing less than an existential threat to 
civilization.”

According to NASA’s Hansen, the top 
U.S. climate expert, the best thing North 
Carolina can do is stop construction of 
Duke Energy’s Cliffside plant, near Char-
lotte. That’s the firm intention of a statewide 
grassroots effort that already blocked one 

Cliffside unit. Legal challenges continue and 
civil disobedience will commence on April 
20th (see stopcliffside.org), as called for by 
Hansen and Al Gore. Nationally, scores of 
new coal plants have been defeated. 

We’ve soundly proven the $2.4-billion 
Cliffside plant isn’t needed, most recently 
with a study by Duke University econom-
ics professor emeritus John Blackburn. He 
demonstrates that very modest increases 
in energy efficiency and renewables (for 
example, neighboring states are now de-
veloping off-shore wind power) would not 
only prevent the need for Cliffside and 
risky nuclear plants, they would allow early 
retirement of many existing coal plants in 
the Carolinas (www.ncwarn.org). Sadly, 
the N.C. Utilities Commission hasn’t yet 
connected the dots.

Concurrently, we must ramp up proven 
energy efficiency measures – the quickest 
way to reduce greenhouse gases. The state-
wide NC SAVE$ ENERGY campaign 
now has over 30 consumer, faith, social 
justice, senior citizen and environmental 
nonprofits working together to promote 
N.C. House Bill 1050. This legislation will 
lower energy bills, eliminate the need for 
$40 billion in new power plants, create 
thousands of green jobs and reduce pollu-
tion – without impacting the strained state 
budget. (ncsavesenergy.org)

The power companies would rather risk 
your money on giant, lucrative new power 
plants, so legislators need to hear from you. 
The public interest groups need your direct 
help too.

Changing course on climate and en-
ergy is doable – but it will take a new level 
of civic engagement.

Jim Warren is executive director of NC 
WARN: Waste Awareness & Reduction 
Network, a nonprofit based in Durham.

We must get past ‘urgency denial’ on climate change

Jeffrey Starkweather
and Randy Voller

Something strange is happening in po-
litically polarized Chatham County. All ide-
ological persuasions are uniting behind the 
same financially potent but missing brew – 
cocktails with meals. But without the usual 
conflict, will voters show up for the May 5th 
countywide mixed-beverage referendum?

Chatham was recently cited as the most 
politically active county in North Carolina. 
Some have said it is also one of the state’s 
most political contentious, battling over im-
migration, sprawl, district voting and land-
transfer referendums. We have a strong alli-
ance of progressive, sustainable community 
advocates that defeated an outside real estate 
sprawl lobby. Opposition has come from 
arch-conservative property-rights and anti-
tax groups. Natives and newcomers inevita-
bly misunderstand each other.

When a former county commissioner 
announced at a public hearing that hold-
ing a mixed-beverage referendum would 
be “extremely divisive,” we braced for an-
other battle. But a funny thing happened 
on the way to the referendum debate fo-
rums. We could not find opponents will-
ing to debate us publicly.

In fact, residents of every previous con-
flicting persuasion have united to support 
the referendum. Nearly 150 business and 
civic leaders have signed up as members of 
our pro-sustainable economic-development 
referendum committee, Positive Revenue 
Options (PRO). They include two county 
commissioners, the mayor and the major-
ity of the Pittsboro town board, two school 
board members, six members of the Cha-
tham County Economic Development Cor-
poration and the president of our commu-
nity college. 

Something strange is happening in Chatham: 
Everyone’s uniting to eat, drink and raise revenue

letters
Walk Carrboro

You reported on 4/9 that, 
“The Local Living Economy 
Task Force hopes to launch 
educational campaigns,” which 
will help tell Carrboro citizens 
what’s available to them right 
here in town. As president of 
the 4-month-old Carrboro 
Merchants Association and the 
founder, along with my wife 
Helen, of the Walk Carrboro 
map, website and advertising 
campaign, I welcome all the 
help and support the town and 
its task force want to provide.

I started the Walk Carrboro 
campaign because we have a 
collection of terrific nationally 
and internationally respected 
treasures here in town. One of 
them joked recently that he is 
internationally respected and 
locally ignored. But that’s no 
one’s fault but our own. We 
need to let folks know … we’ve 
got world-class coffee, choco-
late, comedy, and photography. 
We have remarkable wine and 
beer shops tended by folks who 
actually have tasted everything 
they sell. We have world-class 
pottery, a center for North Car-
olina Crafts, a shop dedicated 
entirely to beads and beading 
and a vintage clothing shop 
that’s frequented by Los Angeles 
celebrities and vintage clothing 
junkies from Brooklyn. We also 
serve everything from comfort 
food to fine dining.

What’s truly amazing is that 
all of the aforementioned shops 
and restaurants are within 
walking distance of one anoth-
er, right here in Carrboro. Any-
one interested can learn more 
about Carrboro today. Just ask 
for a free walking map the next 
time you’re in one of your fa-
vorite Carrboro institutions, 
such as Weaver Street Market 
or The Open Eye Café, or log 
onto carrboro.com. There you 
can read the mayor’s new blog, 
download a map or check out a 
calendar of local events.

Whatever the Local Living 
Economy Task Force decides 
to do to support our town 
will certainly be welcome. In 
the meantime, I invite every-
one to Walk Carrboro.

Jesse Kalisher
Founder, Walk Carrboro 

Council made	
the right call

Bravo to the town council 
and good riddance to pro-
ponents of development and 
destruction. These developers 
are all about making money 
at the expense of nature. En-
vironmental concerns and 
“growth we can believe in” are 
secondary. This decision is a 
victory for Chapel Hill and a 
rude awakening for developers 
who think they can always get 
what they want. 

What once was a patch-
work of nests are now generi-
cally engineered townhomes, 
built faster than the squirrels 
and birds take to build their 
homes. Trees, which inhale 
greenhouse gases and exhale 
oxygen into the atmosphere, 
are being destroyed. They’re 
now protruding stumps, ru-
ined by developers gloating 
over their latest rape of the 
desecrated landscape. 

Along Farrington Rd, amid a 
few remaining homes and a farm, 
another area is being leveled, 
as one development continues 
into another. Every home looks 
the same and every strip mall 
includes the same monopolistic 
businesses. Farrington Road was 
once one of many shortcuts to 
work. There are no more short-
cuts anywhere. Every alternative 
route is a bottleneck of cars. 

Recently, I was out running 
along Route 54, past the en-
trance to the classy Oakwood 
Drive. The sky was clear and 
sunny, but all of a sudden these 
monstrosities cast a giant shad-
ow, making the area cold and 
dark. What a sight for sore eyes, 
as I thought how out of place 
they looked with respect to the 
historic area of Glenn Lennox 
and the beauty of the Oaks. 

This isn’t progress; this is 
madness, and it’s growth we 
can’t believe in, contrary to what 
the self-absorbed entrepreneurs 
of irresponsible growth tell you.

Rene’ de la Varre
Chapel Hill

Community leaders are not signing 
on because they want booze with their 
grass-fed beef. Chatham is bleeding badly 
– from lost manufacturing jobs. Sixty-
four cents of every retail dollar spent by 
Chatham residents is spent outside the 
county. Chatham cannot sustain its eco-
nomic health when 60 percent of workers 
commute to jobs outside the county. 

Before county leaders united behind the 
booze ballot they came together behind a 
sustainable business plan. That plan is based 
on the concept of “place-based” econom-
ics – preserving and enhancing our rural, 
small-town character and bountiful natural 
resources to grow and attract green and cre-
ative growth companies. We need to expand 
our innovative alternative energy, sustain-
able agriculture and green building clusters, 
which are supported by our nationally rec-
ognized community college programs. We 
must promote our thriving local arts com-
munity, Main Streets and rural crossroad 
centers. Finally, we have to develop biking 
and hiking trails, protect our environment 
and entice quality overnight accommoda-
tions to take advantage of our eco-, agricul-
ture- and arts- tourism potential. 

This strategic economic-development 
plan has been enthusiastically endorsed by 
our county commissioners, school board 
and our towns. They are working together 
with the business community to imple-
ment it. The first recommended imple-
mentation action was placing this mixed-
beverage referendum on the ballot.

Leadership in the county is united be-
hind the referendum because it is the ulti-
mate win-win issue. Its passage will bring 
sales-tax revenues to local governments 
without raising property taxes. The City of 
Sanford, with less than half the population 
of Chatham, makes about $400,000 more 

than Chatham in annual ABC profits from 
its mixed-beverage sales. Its passage will en-
hance our quality of place and promote tour-
ism by increasing quality restaurant choices. 
More eateries in our lively Main Streets and 
new commercial centers will attract quality 
retail choices, hotels and additional sales tax 
revenues to support schools, outdoor ameni-
ties and culture needed to entice innovative 
growth companies and high-paying jobs. 

Admittedly, there are some who op-
pose it on false fears. Some say DWIs will 
increase. Au contraire. We already have off- 
and on-premises beer and wine sales, ABC 
liquor stores and private mixed-beverage 
clubs everywhere. Every county surround-
ing Chatham allows mixed-beverage res-
taurants. Residents will no longer have to 
drive outside the county for a drink with 
their meal and risk driving home under the 
influence. Others worry about dangerous 
honky-tonks. Facts belie that fear. There 
are extremely strict license and safety re-
quirements, including that 30 percent of 
restaurant revenues must come from food 
sales. Chatham residents can veto licenses 
that are “detrimental” to the community. 
Finally, those who fear ugly franchises must 
recall that controlling the quality of our 
community can only be protected by elect-
ing smart-growth local officials. 

Now that we’ve convinced you, don’t 
forget to vote May 5th at your normal poll-
ing place; or vote early, starting Thursday at 
the Board of Elections’ office in Pittsboro 
(8:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. daily and 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Saturdays). To learn more, see 
chathamvote4mixedbeverages.org. 

Jeffrey Starkweather is PRO campaign 
advisor, Chatham County Economic 
Development Corporation Board, and Randy 
Voller is mayor of Pittsboro and PRO chair.
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Earth Action Day

Free Shuttle - Ride Green! 
Take Chapel Hill Transit Park & Ride  

to Earth Action Day. For shuttle schedules,  
visit www.townofchapelhill.org/earthday.

Enjoy a fun-filled afternoon learning about sustainability 
through demonstrations and performances. 

60+ environmental, sustainable, and  
conservation exhibitors

Equinox 
Chapel Hill, NC 

Kickin Grass Bluegrass Band 
Raleigh, NC 

home energy assessments • natural green spaces • green transportation • green 
home tours • green builders • bio fuels • solar energy • all natural foods • clean 
water solutions • healthy environment • clean air • feature films • free info ses-
sions • green lawn care services • wildlife • green retail markets • and more… 

The Town of Chapel Hill Presents 

Saturday, April 18  Noon to 5 p.m. 
on the grounds of UNC’s Morehead Planetarium 

on Franklin Street in downtown Chapel Hill 
www.townofchapelhill.org/earthday 

Presented

Live Entertainment 

Cliff’s Meat Market
sizzlin’ savings

corona extra, negra modelo, pacifico, budweiser!

All NAturAl 
Ground Chuck 

$2.99/lb

Cut to order 
Angus rib eye 

$6.99/lb

NY Strip 
Black Angus

$6.99/lb

MAde dAilY

Fresh Country 
Sausage
$1.99/lb

100 West Main st., Carrboro
919-942-2196 Mon-sat 9am-6pm

Debit
& EBT

Prices good thru 4/23/09

FreSh dAilY
Boneless, skinless 

Chicken Breasts 
$2.69/lb

Cackalacky 
Sauce 

$3.99/bottle

Cut to order 
Pork Chops 

CeNter Cut 
$2.99/lb

Hoop 
Cheese
$4.99/lb

Congratulations

Heels- 
terrific Season!

DOROSIN
from page 1

Throughout, Dorosin never 
lost his dedication to the pursuit 
of civil rights and social justice. 
In the UNC Center for Civil 
Rights, he came upon an oppor-
tunity to do work that offered 
both the immediacy of working 
with clients and the potential 
for having a broader impact.

‘Conscious’ exclusion
The center has two primary ar-

eas of focus. 
The first is education, ad-

dressing “the lingering effects of 
school segregation and combat-
ing what we have seen as the re-
segregation of public schools,” 
Dorosin explains on a recent 
weekday afternoon, seated be-
hind the desk of his appropri-
ately cluttered Carrboro office.

The second area is community 
development, Dorosin’s purview. 

“As cities have grown and ex-
panded,” he says, “they’ve made 
conscious decisions on where they 
want to go to annex property, and 
in many cases those decisions have, 
I would say, deliberately excluded 
low-wealth and minority commu-
nities.”

He cites work done at the non-
profit Cedar Grove Institute for 
Sustainable Communities in Me-
bane: “They’ve done some really 
great maps about this phenomenon, 
where they’ve mapped municipal 
boundaries, where water and sewer 
lines are, and then how the racial 
demographics match up.” 

What they show,” says Dorosin, 
are examples from around the state 
where cities have extended water 
and sewer lines around minority 
communities to annex wealthier, 
white communities.” 

What then happens, he says, is 
that these lower-income communi-
ties remain underdeveloped. 

“These lines become fences, 
and these communities become 
invisible.”

Dorosin says that often these 
communities are immediately 
adjacent to city boundaries: “It’s 
not a joke that it’s the wrong 
side of the tracks. The railroad 
track is the line.”

Such is the case with Midway, 
an historically African-American 
community on the outskirts of 
Aberdeen in Moore County. But 
through grassroots organizing, 
and with the center’s assistance, 
the Midway community worked 
with the town of Aberdeen to gain 
a federal grant to install water and 
sewer lines.

Many excluded communities 
are within a municipality’s extra-
territorial jurisdiction (EJT). This 
gives city governments some land-
use and zoning control over them, 
but residents can’t vote in munici-
pal elections. 

“There was a legislative study 
commission on ETJs in the ‘50s,” 
says Dorosin, “and it seems clear … 
that what was envisioned was that 
one reason to justify giving cities 

control beyond their boundaries 
was that these areas would eventu-
ally become part of the cities.” 

But: “What happens, in fact, 
is that they have this control and 
they don’t have any intent to annex 
them,” leaving them in a “sort of 
netherworld.”

“So not only do you not have 
positive development in these com-
munities, they’re also ripe for the 
siting of negative-impact develop-
ment, like a landfill. And then you 
have your Rogers Road situation.”

Dorosin refers to the Rogers-
Eubanks community, and its 
demand for public services af-
ter more than 35 years of living 
alongside the Orange County 
Landfill, as “a textbook exam-
ple” of exclusion. 

“It’s really the same pattern,” he 
says. “It’s a low-wealth community 
that’s between these two munici-
palities that no one really wants to 
take responsibility for – and then 
it’s exacerbated by the fact that [the 
landfill] was placed in the middle 
of the community.”

Dorosin has held prelimi-
nary discussions with Rogers-
Eubanks community residents 
about what assistance the center 
might provide.

The issues the community fac-
es, he says, “are not situations that 
sprang up overnight.”  

And, says Dorosin, while the 
consequences of institutionalized 
discrimination are often just as 
severe as they ever were, that dis-
crimination is less overt. So claims 
of discrimination are more easily 
dismissed out of hand.

“You can’t draw a line at yes-
terday and say, ‘Well, from here 
everything looks fine. We’re not 
going to do anything based on race 
anymore.’”

The center’s work, he says, is fo-
cused on raising public awareness 
of the “continuing disparate ef-
fects” of  “ongoing institutionalized 
discrimination” and in developing 
remedies for that discrimination.

Attempted remedies that 
don’t take discrimination and 
its effects into account, he says, 
will ultimately fail to create a 
more equitable society.

No formula
Dorosin says that the center 

never goes into a community say-
ing, “This is what you should do; 
we know what’s best.” 

Though patterns emerge, and 
lessons can be learned from them, 
“Each community is different; each 
community’s needs are different.” 

“I think the most important 
thing is that there is some organic 
community momentum and de-
sire to work together to make some 
kind of change.”

The center has recently worked 
with three Moore County com-
munities – Midway, Jackson Ham-
let and Waynor Road – and in all 
three cases, community-born orga-
nizations have convinced the local 
governments to seek grants for re-
quested services. 

“I think that all of those com-
munity organizations have done an 

outstanding job of really educating 
the local governments in under-
standing the nature of this issue 
and its effect on these people who 
are their neighbors.”

The communities are now seek-
ing annexation. There are two ways 
for that to happen: voluntarily and 
involuntarily. 

Under voluntary annexation, 
property owners initiate the pro-
cess. A significant hurdle, though, 
is that 100 percent of property 
owners must agree to it – which can 
be particularly difficult in commu-
nities where property sometimes 
passes down without a will, often 
to multiple heirs, who might not 
even be known.

Several bills recently have been 
introduced in the state Legislature. 
One proposal is to lower the 100 
percent requirement for commu-
nities that fall below a certain eco-
nomic benchmark.

There are a couple of potential 
formulas, but the general idea is 
that if, say, a majority of the com-
munity is below 200 percent of the 
federal poverty line, the signature 
requirement is lowered to 75 per-
cent. 

That’s a good change, says Do-
rosin, but it doesn’t go far enough.

He points out that another 
problem with voluntary annexation 
is that after annexation it’s within 
the city’s discretion of whether, 
and when, to provide services. A 
service-provision requirement is 
needed, he says. 

“There’s no incentive for a com-
munity to voluntarily annex if what 
they want is access to water, sewer 
and other services, and a voluntary 
annexation doesn’t guarantee that 
you get any of those.”

When Dorosin spoke before 
the Legislature, he suggested 
that for distressed communities 
a change to the involuntary an-
nexation requirements mandat-
ing specified levels of existing 
development prior to annexa-
tion would be appropriate.

He’s also concerned that there 
are communities that are com-
pletely encircled by incorporated 
municipalities, islands, where, as 
is the case in Midway, “Garbage 
trucks drive right down the road. 
They don’t pick up anybody’s gar-
bage, but they drive right through 
the community to get from one 
side of the town to the other.”

He’s recommended a provision 
to require annexation, regardless of 
density, of those islands.

Breaking down fences and eras-
ing lines is the Center for Civil 
Rights’ mandate. Such work fuels 
the faith that Dorosin has nurtured 
since his first days in the South: a 
belief that “dedicated individuals 
and organizations committed to 
the struggle for a more equitable 
society,” can realize true change.

“I’m always amazed and re-
ally encouraged, and have great 
faith, whenever I go to a meeting 
in a community and a bunch of 
folks come out on a weekend or a 
weeknight to get together and say, 
‘We’re not being treated fairly and 
we want to make some change.’” 
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thaden
from page 1

Thaden, a native of East 
Lansing, Mich., started his 
career as an English teacher at 
Phillips Middle School in 1979. 
He worked in the district office 
and served in administrative 
roles, including four years as 
an assistant principal at Chapel 
Hill High. He moved to East 
Chapel Hill High in 1995 to 
prepare it for its 1996 opening.

Even as an administrator, 
Thaden continued to teach 
English. Four years ago, when 
East grew to 1,400 students, he 
finally had to stop. 

He has declined to talk spe-
cifics about his health issues.

“I’m working with some 
good folks and they’re 
pleased that things appear to 
be moving in the right direc-
tion,” he said.

He also expects that after 
some downtime he’ll find a new 
role in the community. He said 
working with Habitat for Hu-
manity last summer was partic-
ularly rewarding and he’s inter-
ested in the Interfaith Council’s 
work as well.

“I know I’ll do something 
to give back to my communi-
ty,” he said.

Thaden also hinted he may 
get back into teaching at some 
point and cited his success in 
hiring former McDougle Mid-
dle School principal Charley 
Stewart after his retirement.

“We’ll see what happens,” 
he said. “I’m not closing any 
doors. I can’t imagine I’m 
just going to stay at home 
and paint.”

The Framer’s Corner, Inc
Distinctive, museum quality picture frame design

Est. 1981
Full Service Frame Shop
919-929-3166

M-F 10am - 6pm Sat 10am-2pm 108 W. Main Street

theframerscorner.com

Spring Sale!
Saturday April 25 10am-5pm
gallery hours: M-F 10am-4pm; Sat by appt.

The Clay Centre

Two blocks north of Main Street in Carrboro
402 Lloyd Street     967-0314   claycentre.com

102 E. MAIN STREET, CARRBORO 
919.929.6881

tylerstaproom.com/carrboro

Carr Mill Mall
fashion ~ unique gifts ~ galleries ~ jewelry

dining ~ specialty foods ~ fine fabrics

200 north greensboro street in carrboro
 at the corner of weaver street ~ carrmillmall.com

www.nccraftsgallery.com
Mon - Sat 10aM - 6pM

Sun 1 - 4pM

$10 off your purchase
of $50 or more

Coupon required. Expires 5/15/09

Confused about 
the $8000 

home-buyer tax 
credit?

If you’re in the market for a home, you may qualify! 
Give us a call-we’d be happy to 

help you understand this credit

Weaver Street Realty
116 E. Main St, Carrboro NC  •  919.929.5658

info@weaverstreetrealty.com

MILL

publication date:  
April 30

Ad Deadline:  April 23

Contact:  
Marty Cassady  942.2100 
marty@ 
carrborocitizen.com
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Beer, Wine 
and Spirits

Peck andArtisans
Co  working  office  

933 8485

   Celebrating

our
firstyear

Orchestras earn 
superior ratings

The Chapel Hill High School 
Orchestra and the Culbreth Mid-
dle School Orchestra both earned 
superior ratings at the 2009 North 
Carolina Orchestra Performance 
Assessment at Methodist Univer-
sity in Fayetteville on March 31. 

The orchestras were judged 
based on rhythm, intonation, tone 
quality, musicianship, dynamics, 
technique, balance, interpretation 
and stage presence. 

More than 65 schools partici-
pated in the assessment.

Urinetown at CHHS
Chapel Hill High School will 

present the award-winning satirical 
comedy musical Urinetown in the 
Hanes Theatre at Chapel Hill High, 
April 23-25 at 7:30 each night. 

The production is the first in 
the district to be entered in the 
North Carolina Theater Capital 
Awards, the high school equivalent 
of the Tony Awards.

Tickets are $8 for adults and $5 
for students. Call the Hanes The-
atre Box Office for reservations at 
969-2461. 

Hall of Fame Dinner
The Chapel Hill High School-

Lincoln High School Hall of 
Fame Dinner will be held April 
25 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel Hill 
High cafeteria. 

This year’s inductees are Woody 
Burns, 1982, wrestling; Donald 
Clark, 1962, football; Edric Cot-
ton, 1970, football; Danny Dun-
away, 1988, football; Anne Frauts-
chi, 1977, tennis; Ron Hodgkin, 
1988, football; and Joe Hubbard, 
1999, lacrosse. 

The Hall of Fame was started 
in 2002, and since then 41 ath-
letes, seven coaches and four teams 
have been inducted. Tickets are 
$20 and can be purchased from 
Ronnie Hayes, athletic director at 
Chapel Hill High. 

College sports seminar
The East Chapel Hill High 

School Athletic Booster Club will 
present “So You Want to Play a 
Sport in College?,” a seminar for 
high school students who are consid-
ering playing a sport in college and 
their parents, on May 4 from 7:30 
to 9:30 p.m. in the East Chapel Hill 
High School Media Center. 

The seminar will cover the 
college athletic experience and re-
cruiting and presenters – includ-

ing a parent, student athlete, coach 
and administrator – will answer 
questions from the audience. 

Evita at Cedar Ridge
The Cedar Ridge High School 

Cultural Arts Department will 
present the musical Evita in the 
Cedar Ridge auditorium, April 30 
to May 2 at 7 each night.

The musical recounts the story 
of Eva Peron, who rocketed to 
world fame in 1946 as the ambi-
tious wife of Argentina’s president 
Juan Peron. 

Tickets are $7 for adults and $5 
for children and seniors.

Tiger Open
The Chapel Hill High School 

Tiger Open will be held May 9 at the 
Challenge Golf Club in Graham. 

Registration will begin at 11 
a.m., with a four-man shotgun 
start at 1:30 p.m.  

For more information or to be 
a sponsor, contact Patrick Marlatt 
at wvufootball95@gmail.com or 
357-0236. 

Technology honors
Forty middle and high school 

students represented Chapel Hill-
Carrboro City Schools at the 30th 
Annual North Carolina Technol-
ogy Students of America (NCT-
SA) State Conference. 

More than 700 students 
from across the state took part 
in the event.

Winners from Chapel Hill High 
School were: John Cook, third 
place, dragster design; Chris Chiesa 
and Galen Burns-Fulkerson, second 
place, engineering design; Arjun Aj-
mani and Aidan Burns-Fulkerson, 
second place, remote control power 

boat; Aidan Burns-Fulkerson and 
Sally Rothwell, first place, construc-
tion systems; Aidan Burns-Fulker-
son and Sally Rothwell, first place, 
film technology; and Aidan Burns-
Fulkerson, Sally Rothwell, Anna 
Geer, Galen Burns-Fulkerson and 
Chris Chiesa, first place, on-demand 
video. Ajmani was elected the 2009-
10 NCTSA state president. 

Winners from Carrboro High 
were: Darien Lombardi, third 
place, extemporaneous presenta-
tion; Natalie Carpenter, third 
place, imaging technology; Darien 
Lombardi, third place, music pro-
duction; Andriy Rusin, second 
place, extemporaneous presenta-
tion; and Christian Persico and 
Natalie Carpenter, first place, de-
bating technology.

Winners from Smith Middle 
School were: Luke Shaw and Wil-
liam Collins, third place, problem 
solving; and Luke Shaw and Wil-
liam Collins, second place, elec-
tronic game design.

Winners from McDougle Mid-
dle School were: Leah Westendorf, 
third place, communication chal-
lenge; Nate Powers and Giovani 
Silva, third place, structural chal-
lenge; Nikita Ermoshkine and 
Thomas Nguyen, second place, re-
mote control marine design chal-
lenge; Leah Westendorf, Bryanna 
Chazotte, Dunmi Alabi, Caleb 
Roenigk, Thomas Nguyen and 
Nikita Ermoshkine, second place, 
chapter team; Maddie MacMil-
lan, first place, career challenge; 
Caleb Roenigk, Thomas Nguyen 
and Nikita Ermoshkine, first 
place, system control; and Dunmi 
Alabi, Joel Anil, Adam Carpenter, 
Bryanna Chazotte, David Eron, 
Marie Fisher, Nikita Ermosh-

kine, Rosie Kerwin, Abel Koshy, 
Maddie MacMillan, Thomas 
Nguyen, Nate Powers, Caleb 
Roenigk, Giovani Silva and Leah 
Westendorf, first place, construc-
tion challenge. McDougle’s chap-
ter was named the second-place 
middle school chapter of the year. 
In addition, McDougle instructor 
Redmond Grigg received the In-
ternational Technology Educator’s 
Association’s Program of Excel-
lence Award. 

High honors for Phillips
The Phillips Middle School 

Seventh and Eighth Grade Or-
chestra earned superior ratings at 
the Eastern Regional Orchestra 
Festival on April 2. 

The orchestra received straight 
superior ratings from the three judg-
es. In addition, students received a 
superior rating on sight rating. 

Phillips math teams 
compete at regional 
contest

Phillips Middle School’s Alge-
bra I, Geometry and Algebra II 
teams competed in the Regional 
State Mathematics Contest on 
March 31 at Wake Technical 
Community College. 

Phillips’ Algebra I team finished 
in 10th place. Team members are 
Martin Cho, Richard Fu, George 
Hito, Alan Liu and Fengyang 
Zhao. In individual competition, 
Alan Liu finished in 15th place 
and George Hito placed 29th. 

The Geometry Team finished 
in 6th place. Team members are 
Nathan Cho, Audrey Copeland, 
Peter Rathmell, Allen Zhou and 
Zhongshan Zu. In individual com-
petition, Audrey Copeland placed 

Photo courtesy of Barbara Smith
The Culbreth Middle School Orchestra earned a superior rating at the 2009 North Carolina Orchestra 
Performance Assessment. Students pictured include: Jonathan Dolan, Katie Edmiston, Delanie Postma, Natasha 
Lopez, Daniel Stratton, Andrew Liu, Linh Nguyen, Sharon Dominguez, Catherine Foy, Evan Corinthian, Ethan 
Foy, Bodi Gyongyosi, Yesica Sierra, Resham Jayaram, Loreanne Oh, Geordan Rose, Richard Cato, Young Jin Pyo, 
Idan Falek, Dayenesha Reid, Randy Dominguez, Eva Church, Ramiro Bueso, Alyshia Smith, Alej Mojica, Andre 
DeOliveira, Seo Hee Park, Claire Hanlon, William McEntee and Sam Strosnider.

School Briefs

Lunch Menus

Elementary

Friday — Spaghetti & Meat 
Sauce w/Garlic Bread; Corn 
Dog; California Mixed

Vegetables; Sweet Yellow 
Corn; Banana Pudding

Monday —Hamburger on 
a Bun; Fish Nuggets w/Wheat 
Roll; Tater Tots; Lettuce & 
Tomato Salad; Peas & Carrots; 
Fresh Apple Halves

Tuesday — Three-Cheese 
Baked Rotini w/Garlic Bread; 
Chicken Fajitas w/Salsa & Sour 
Cream; “Fun on the Run”; Veg-
etable Rice; Steamed Broccoli; 
Chilled Peaches

Wednesday — Chicken 
Patty Sandwich; Baked 
Potato w/Meat & Cheese & 
Wheat Roll; Traditional Mixed 
Vegetables; Pineapple Tidbits; 
Chocolate Pudding

Thursday — Oven Baked 
BBQ Chicken w/Wheat Roll; 
Grilled Cheese Sandwich; “Fun 
on the Run”; Baked Beans; Col-
lard Greens; Fresh Grapes

Middle & High

Friday —Pork Rib-B-Q on 
a Bun; Macaroni & Cheese w/
Wheat Roll; Traditional Mixed 
Vegetables; Chilled Pineapple; 
Fresh Banana

Monday —Beef & Cheese 
Nachos w/Salsa; Chicken Nug-
gets w/BBQ Sauce & Wheat 
Roll; Baja Black Beans; Chilled 
Apricots; Fresh Orange

Tuesday — Pork BBQ on 
a Roll; Chicken & Noodles w/
Wheat Roll; Coleslaw; Green 
Beans; Chilled Pears

Wednesday — Meatball 
Sub; Sweet & Sour Chicken; 
Brown Rice Pilaf; Asian Mixed 
Vegetables; Fruited Gelatin

Thursday — Fried 
Chicken w/Wheat Roll; Mozza-
rella Cheese Sticks w/Marinara 
Dipping Sauce; Carrot & Cel-
ery Sticks; Broccoli w/Cheese 
Sauce; Fresh Banana

April 17-23

20th, Allen Zhou placed 21st and 
Nathan Cho placed 29th. 

The Algebra II team finished 
in fourth place. Team members 
are Bernie Almadoss, Stephen 
Hahn, Anne Kelley, Vishwas Rao, 
Magging Xing and Austin Liu. 
In individual competition, Mag-
gie Xing placed 10th, Austin Liu 
placed 19th and Stephen Hahn 
and Anne Kelley tied for 22nd.

The competition includes a 
comprehensive test of skills be-
yond Algebra II. Alex Kelly and 
Yu Wang participated on this 
team, with Wang placing 11th in 
individual competition.

Maggie Xing and Yu Wang 
qualified to go to the state finals.
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FREE WEB LISTING!
Your classified ad will be published on our 

high-traffic website just as it appears in 
the printed version of The Carrboro Citizen!

real estate 
& classifieds

Place YOUR ad at www.carrborocitizen.com/classifieds 24/7!!

CLASSIFIED RATES 
$5.00/issue for up to 15 words. Words over 15: 

$0.35/word/issue.  Place your classified ad online 
until MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

F e at u r e d  p r o p e rt y

Countryside Victorian, easy drive to town 
75 Eagle Point Drive, Pittsboro 
3 Bedrooms / 2.5 baths / 3160 sq. ft / 3.3 acre lot • $346.500
Lovely home on over three acres, close to Perry Harrison. Awesome wrap around 
front porch with a paved drive leads to a deep garage. Separate dining room, 
woodburning fireplace, 2 Huge bonus rooms offer choice of places for a home of-
fice or playroom, garden area, storage building and room to roam. HOA provides 
road maintenance for $150/year.

Homes for Sale

7.64 acres in carrboro Sub-
dividable lot near McDougle schools 
that backs to Anderson Park! Mature 
hardwoods & pines, rock outcrop-
pings-there’s even a spring at the 
back of the property. Call us-we’ll 
walk it with you. $365,000 Weaver 
Street Realty 929-5658 

Carrboro charmer Relax in 
the evenings on the wonderful front 
porch! Berry bushes, perennials, and 
a veggie garden surround this home. 
Flooded with natural light, the inside 
has hardwood floors, fireplace, 4BR 
and 3 baths. Welcome Home. 929-
5658 

Carrboro Gem This updated 
and tastefully decorated townhome 
has quartz counters, laminate floor-
ing, and fresh paint. 3 bedrooms, 2.5 
baths. The large deck overlooks the 
hillside greenspace. Sweet! $159,900 
Weaver Street Realty 929-5658 

gorgeous home on 2ac lot 
with fenced yard and play struc-
ture. Crown molding, hardwood 
floors, granite counters & beautiful 
cabinets in the kitchen. Arched door-
ways throughout home. Just lovely. 
$380,000 Weaver Street Realty 929-
5658 

original zinn contemporary with 
large addition. More than 3,000 sq 
ft with over-sized garage. Screened 
porch overlooks dramatic terrain. 
Variety of trees populate the lot. 
$467,500 Weaver Street Realty 929-
5658 

Tucked-away townhome in 
Bolin Forest neighborhood. New 
carpet on main level and new vinyl 
in kitchen. Tile in entry and half-bath. 
Serene setting with flowering shrubs 
& mature trees. Not your typical ash-
phalt-heavy townhouse neighbor-
hood. $174,000 Weaver Street Re-
alty 929-5658 

Office Space for 
Lease/Sale

For Sale Or Lease Office 
space at 302 W Weaver St Carrboro. 
Can be 1 large space with 790sf & 
5 offices ($1225/ month lease) or 2 
smaller spaces, one 3 offices ($650/ 
month lease, $89,000 purchase 
price) and one with 2 offices ($600/ 
month lease, $78,500 purchase 
price.) High speed internet included 
with leased spaces, shared kitchen. 
Call Steve or John @ 919-942-0077 

Help Wanted

PAYROLL SPECIALIST, Sales 
& Marketing Reps., Office Man-
ager. furthermore contact: david.
mark12345@live.com 

Services

www.brownerlaw.com Civil 
Litigation, Business Law & Start 
Ups, Contracts, Bankruptcy, False 
Claims Act, Construction Law 919-
537-8039 

MIRACLE FRUIT TABLETS 
www.miracle-fruit-tablets.com Froot-
ies: Food Tripping Makes Sour Foods 
Sweet - Helps Chemo Patients Eat.
Fun, organic. Temporarily changes 
taste receptors on tongue. Auth. Re-
tailer $14.95. 919-732-1288 ladykin-
gel@nc.rr.com

Wholistic facials Cori Roth, 
Licensed Esthetician(#E3914) & 
Certified Dr. Hauschka Esthetician. 
Offering facials featuring lymph 
stimulation, aromatherapeutic 
compresses, decollete massage 
and treatments designed for spe-
cific skin conditions. Very healing 
and relaxing. Contact: 919-933-
4748 or divinerose55@gmail.com 

Classes /  
Instruction

Guitar lessons
Learning a musical instrument will 
enhance your mental well being and 
help keep your mind healthy! From 
beginner to experienced player, 
Bryon Settle can help you reach your 
musical potential. Bryon has been 
a professional musician for twenty 
eight years and has played with 
such notable bands as The Pressure 
Boys, Trailer Bride, Tift Merrit, Lud 
and Killer Filler. The teaching envi-
ronments are peaceful, comfortable 
spaces that are convenient to either 
downtown Hillsborough or downtown 
Durham. 919-644-2381 or email bw-
settle@gmail.com.

Miscellaneous

Glass Table Top
Measures 31 x 58 x 3/4”, with a love-
ly scroll/ ogee edge. Valued at $700, 
will sell for $200. Perfect for a cof-
fee table or even a breakfast table. 
Heavy as lead! 919-967-7278

Foreclosure doesn’t have to be inevitable
By Margot C. Lester 
Staff Writer

As local unemployment 
ticks up (6.5 percent in Or-
ange County and 8.5 percent 
in Chatham), home values 
remain low and stock portfo-
lios hemorrhage, local foreclo-
sures continue. According to 
Foreclosure.com, 34 Orange 
County homes are currently 
in foreclosure; in Chatham 
County, the number is 22. 

But homeowners facing fi-
nancial difficulties shouldn’t 
assume foreclosure is a fore-
gone conclusion. By working 
directly with their lenders, 
many owners can find ways of 
staying in their homes. 

“The Mortgage Banker’s 
Association recently reported 
that half the people who lose 

homes through foreclosure 
have never spoken to their 
lender,” laments Phil Greer, 
senior vice president of loan 
administration for the State 
Employees Credit Union 
(SECU). “They open the letters 
and throw them away. They as-
sume, I guess, there’s nothing 
they can do.”

The fact is, mortgage lenders 
want to work with homeowners 
to keep them in their homes. 
After all, with housing values 
low and properties staying on 
the market longer, banks don’t 
want to assume mortgages un-
less it’s absolutely necessary. 

“Every lender has the desire 
to work with the borrower to 
keep the borrower in the home 
and structured or positioned to 
be able to make mortgage pay-
ments,” Greer says.

Homeowners experiencing 
any major changes in their 
abilities to make payments, 
or who see their bank balance 
sinking to untenable levels, 
should make an appointment 
with their mortgage holder. 

Many lenders have a range 
of services and programs avail-
able to distressed homeowners. 
Staff counselors work with loan 
recipients to determine the du-
ration and severity of the prob-
lem and show them how to stay 
in their homes by developing a 
plan of resolution. 

“With a community bank 
like us, we have more flexibil-
ity,” says Larry Loeser, presi-
dent and CEO of Chapel Hill’s 
Harrington Bank. “Larger 
lenders have policy manuals, 
but even they’ll have more op-
tions if you call them early.”

Homeowners who wait until 
they are behind aren’t totally out 
of luck, but their situations are 
far more urgent. At that point, 
they’re on the bank’s radar as de-
linquent, and other credit report-
ing organizations will also begin 
taking note, possibly damaging 
their credit rating. 

“We let you know right 
away when you go past due, 
and ask you why, and how we 
can help you,” Loeser explains. 
“We try to get them caught 
up before 15 days, because at 
15 days you get a ding on your 
credit rating.” Harrington has 
never foreclosed on a home.

SECU recently began a 
program requiring branch 
staff to have face-to-face meet-
ings with every member who 
is 30 days or more delinquent. 
As a result, SECU only had 

six homes in foreclosure last 
year, five in Orange County 
and one in Chatham. 

One of the options available 
is extending payments. 

“This enables loan recipi-
ents to skip a certain number 
of payments assuming that by 
catching them up they’ll have 
the ability to make payments 
going forward,” Greer says. “If 
you’ve got a $1,000 per month 
mortgage payment, it’s hard 
to pay $3000 to cure three 
months of delinquency. But if 
we make the delinquency go 
away, they can handle it.”

Lenders may also be ame-
nable to partial payments if 
the homeowner’s financial 
difficulties will last only for a 
short time. Rate modifications 
also are possible. With this 
option, the mortgage-holder 

may adjust the rate down to 
the current rate. This lowers 
the payment and may provide 
the homeowner a better op-
portunity to handle monthly 
payments.

But none of this is possible 
if homeowners are loathe to 
work with lenders. 

Says Greer: “If you don’t 
sit down with your lender and 
fully investigate what’s caus-
ing the problem and what 
resolutions are potentially 
available, the lender is limited 
in what they can do short of 
foreclosure.”

For more information on fed-
eral efforts to reduce foreclosures, 
visit MakingHomeAffordable.
gov. For a list of approved fore-
closure avoidance counselors, visit 
hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/hcc/fc/

 

MIRACLE FRUIT TABLETS www.
miracle-fruit-tablets.com Frooties: Food 
Tripping Makes Sour Foods Sweet - Helps 
Chemo Patients Eat.
Fun, organic. Temporarily changes taste 
receptors on tongue. Auth. Retailer $14.95. 
919-732-1288 ladykingel@nc.rr.com

919-929-5658 / 919-542-7122 (Pittsboro) / 
877-929-5658 (toll-free) 

Contact: Don Basnight 
don@weaverstreetrealty.com

www.weaverstreetrealty.com
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FLORA
from page 1

 Those vertical clusters of 
reddish-green balls are the 
male flowers that will soon 
be bearing pollen for those 
singular little greenish balls 
hanging down beneath the 
young leaves at the branch 
tips. That little hanging ball 
is the female flower of many 
pistils awaiting airborne pollen 
to fall down upon them from 
all those proud guys sporting 
pollen above. If you can find 
one low enough, take a really 
good look, or use binoculars 
to bring them into closer view. 
You may be impressed. The 
flowers don’t have colorful 
petals, but they are beautiful in 
their own way. 

Like so many of our na-
tive trees, the sweet gum 
is associated with a wealth 
of folk medicines and lore. 
Gum bark teas were used 
for numerous complaints and 
the sweet rosin (sweet gum) 
exuding from the cut bark 
and crushed leaves were ap-
plied to open wounds. The 
dried gum was used for gum 
disease or, as described in 
Paul Green’s Plant Book: “We 
children used to chop gashes 
in these trees and then later 
get the exuded gum and use 
it for chewing gum.”

My favorite description is 

from Dr. Jim Duke’s North-
eastern Indian Medicinal 
Plants : “Water or brandy-
soaked twigs are chewed to 
clean the teeth in some areas 
of Appalachia.” Now that 
sounds a lot more fun than 
using conventional dental 

floss! 
Give the sweet gum a 

closer look. For sheer beauty 
and architectural interest, I 
remain firm in holding the 
common sweet gum among 
my very favorite native trees.

A thousand words
by Jock Lauterer

Do you have an important old photo that 
you value? Send your 300 dpi scan to jock@
email.unc.edu and include the story behind the 
picture. Because every picture tells a story. 
And its worth? A thousand words.

919-967-0078 www.NicheGardens.com

Monday-Saturday, 9-5 & Sunday 10-5
1111 Dawson Road (West of Carrboro, off Old Greensboro Hwy)

promoting sustainable gardening since 1986
native & unusual plants for the Southeastern garden
guided garden walk Saturdays @10 am, rain or shine
garden design services available

Gardens
Niche Now open 

7 days a week!

Quality, detailed cleaning with 
your preferences in mind.

Trustworthy, reliable, own 
equipment, great rates.

Long-term original clients
since 1992

Service above and
beyond “the basics”

Clean house + happiness 
guaranteed!

As cars go, my grandfather Charlie Rush’s 1941 Dodge wasn’t much 
to look at; just a dingy black two-door coupe with a running board. 
In 1950, Granddad sold it for the princely sum of one dollar to my 
mom, who once actually let me jump on the running board as she 

was driving slowly down Pritchard Avenue. That’s the kind of mother Myra 
Lauterer was. And when the Heels won the national championship in ’57, 
Mom and I cruised Franklin Street to see the single big bonfire set by ecstatic 
fans in front of the post office. In this photo made by Bayard Wootten in the 
mid-‘40s, Granddad’s car (or one very similar to it) sits in front of what I knew 
as George Barclay’s Texaco Station, now Top of the Hill, where this photo 
used to be displayed. It is now a part of the must-see Chapel Hill Franklin 
Street cityscape at the Chapel Hill Museum on East Franklin Street. 

Photo by ken moore
Last year’s sweet gum balls still hanging while this year’s leaves and male and 
female flowers emerge above.

super

ChromonicA

M. HOHNER

bio-diesel shuttle

Ralph Stanley & The Clinch 
Mountain Boys
Donna the Bu�alo
Mamadou Diabate
Todd Snider
Rachid Taha
The Old Ceremony
Eilen Jewel
Jose Conde y Ola Fresca
The Horse Flies
Jim Lauderdale
Justin Townes Earle
Keith Frank & The Soileau Zydeco Band
Amy LaVere
Hobex
Steep Canyon Rangers
The Beast
Orquesta GarDel
Preston Frank & His Zydeco Family Band

Samantha Crain & The Midnight Shivers
Michael Hurley
Boulder Acoustic Society
Christabel & The Jons
The Red Hots
Kelley & The Cowboys
The Overtakers
Big Fat Gap
Ray Abshire
Shannon Whitworth
Paperhand Puppet Intervention
Stephaniesĭd
The New Familiars
Holy Ghost Tent Revival
Sweet By & By
Des Ark
Elikem African Dance
Midtown Dickens
& more...
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For tickets or more information call (919) 542-8142 

Thanking our customers for
17 great years in Carrboro!

Come in and check out our recession-buster specials!

Elmo’s supports TABLE, a local nonprofit
organization that helps to feed hungry children

in the Carrboro-Chapel Hill area.

elmosdiner.com     Carr Mill Mall

FREE!Dry Cleaning
Any One GArment
With Coupon • Limit one free garment 
per customer * Excludes Suede, Leather, 
Down, Household and Specialty Items.

The Station at Homestead
2801 Homestead Rd
(Corner of Airport & Homestead Rds)

929-6300
Cash & Checks 
gladly accepted

Environmentally Conscious Dry Cleaning

Dry Clean Warehouse Dry Clean Warehouse
of Chapel Hill

Morecoupons
online

DCWcleaners.com

All Garments* $2.17 (plus tax) Every Day!
No l iMit, No  MiN iMuM

Granddad’s ’41 Dodge

RECENTLY
from page 1

In the beginning, he thought 
tapping would be nothing more 
than a hobby, but he was a nat-
ural and continued it. “Nobody 
discouraged me. Even my dad 
said ‘go for it.’” 

He coached both men’s and 
women’s fencing at UNC for a 
long time, “but the dance bug bit 
me.” He’s made a career of both 
dancing and teaching — his nine 
tap classes per week at Elon are 
packed — and has helped many 
into successful dancing careers, 
among them Michelle Dorrance, 
now on tour with “Stomp!,” and 
Derrick Grant, the director and 
choreographer of “Imagine Tap!” 
Both will make guest appearances 
in the “Good Vibrations” shows. 

The young people of the corps 
come from all over the Triangle, 
but many are from Chapel Hill, 
like Elizabeth Burke, 16, who at-
tends Chapel Hill High School 
and has been dancing since age 
6. Her face and body had already 
said it before, without hesitation, 
she stated, “Oh, I definitely plan 
to pursue this as a career.” 

Medlin later confirmed that she 
certainly has the potential and, with 
the right breaks, could make it. 

Another impressive dancer 
was Alex Vigotov, who during 
rehearsal for the first number 
they ran commented a couple of 

times that it didn’t sound right. 
She heard when someone mis-
stepped. 

“She’s proactive and asser-
tive,” Medlin said. She’s also 
determined. Alex didn’t make it 
into NCYTE until her third au-
dition before a panel of judges. 

“She was too young the first 
time; the second time, she was 
borderline and didn’t get in; the 
third time, she got in, and she 
has good talent and a strong 
work ethic. She works harder 
than anyone else,” and has be-
come a voice of leadership. 

There are 11 boys in the 
troupe — more than in years 
past. Hayden Fitzgerald, a senior 
at Cedar Ridge High School, has 
been tapping for 10 years. 

“It’s one of my favorite things,” 
he said. He’s a song-and-dance 
man, with chorus and theater as 
other pastimes. “I’ve done a lot of 
fencing with Gene. He’s pushed 
me along.” Which is why Med-
lin’s there. The kids run the show 
— they are pros, after all – but 
he’s their support. “He’s guiding 
it along,” Hayden said. 

The shows are at 7 p.m. April 
25 and 2 p.m. April 26 at the 
Carolina Theater in Durham. 
Tickets are $15 or $10 for seniors 
and students. See: ncyte.org/ or 
call 560-3030. 

Contact Valarie Schwartz at 
923-3746 or valariekays@mac.com
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