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PHOTO BY ken moore
Tall-standing penstemons in front of one of Mason 
Farms vast fields.

In the footsteps of 
John Terres 
at Mason Farm

M
ason Farm’s penste-
mon fields are more 
spectacular this year 
than ever. The N.C. 
Botanical Garden’s 

careful management – a com-
bination of select mowing and 
prescribed burning, simulat-
ing nature – encourages these 
impressive seasonal wildflower 
displays.

Each time I visit the Mason 
Farm Biological Reserve south of 
Finley Golf Course, I make new 
discoveries. Every visit makes me 
cherish the proximity of such an 
extensive wild area.

Editor of Audubon magazine 
John K. Terres fell under the spell 
of Mason Farm back in 1961, 
when he retreated to Chapel 
Hill from New York City to take 
on an assignment to write an 
encyclopedia of North American 
birds. Fortunately, he was intro-
duced to Mason Farm soon after 
his arrival. Being a naturalist ac-
customed to daily forays into the 
wild, Mason Farm gave Terres a 
place for breaks from his indoor 
labors — a place to renew his 
energies and spirit.

The description of his first visit 
to the farm is memorable:

“I first saw the Mason Farm of 
the University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill in February 
1961.… Crossing Morgan Creek 
over a concrete dam, I walked 
under the winter sun on a road 
that led over a grass-grown 
levee, built to hold back the 
spring floods. I had no thought 
of what might lie beyond. When 
I reached the top of the dike, I 
gasped. For two miles straight-
away, and from east to west, 
windswept fields and woods lay 
under an enormous vault of blue.

SEE FLORA PAGE 10
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County agrees to study Millhouse transfer station option
By Taylor Sisk
Staff Writer

The Orange County Board of 
Commissioners agreed Tuesday 
night to consider a site suggested by 
Chapel Hill Mayor Kevin Foy north 
of the Town Operations Center on 
Millhouse Road as a potential loca-
tion for the county’s proposed solid 
waste transfer station.

Not surprisingly, Millhouse resi-
dents are troubled by the suggestion. 
They’re joined in their concern by 
their neighbors a mile to the south-
west on Rogers and Eubanks roads 
and by representatives of the Emer-
son Waldorf School.

Foy first suggested the 32-acre Cha-
pel Hill-owned location two weeks ago. 
He then took a small group of commu-
nity members on a tour of the site. The 

Rogers-Eubanks Neighborhood As-
sociation (RENA) responded with an 
open letter to Chapel Hill and county 
officials asserting that residents of this 
historically black community were 
“adamantly against” a transfer station 
on Millhouse Road or anywhere in the 
vicinity of Rogers and Eubanks roads. 
Eubanks Road has been the site of the 
county landfill for the past 37 years.

Foy presented the suggested site last 
Thursday night at a work session held for 
representatives of the county, Carrboro, 
Chapel Hill and Hillsborough to dis-
cuss the status of the transfer station site 
search. Foy stressed at that meeting that 
the Millhouse site was only a suggestion, 
that it hadn’t been put before the Cha-
pel Hill Town Council and that he only 
wished to gauge the county’s interest.

While saying that he wasn’t sure 
he himself was in favor of the loca-

tion, Foy said that since the land 
is owned by the town, selecting it 
might be a means of “most efficiently 
utilizing tax dollars” and that money 
saved might be used as compensation 
to the Rogers-Eubanks community 
for having housed the landfill for so 
many years.

Chapel Hill Council member 
Mark Kleinschmidt followed-up 
Foy’s comments, saying, “We’re will-
ing to be creative with the assets we 
have to help this situation.” 

Some commission members 
were concerned about the timing 
of the offer.

At last Thursday night’s meeting, 
Commissioner Mike Nelson expressed 
frustration that the Millhouse site was 
being introduced at such a late stage in 
the process, one that has now been un-
derway since early 2008. 

“Putting another option on 
the table is not my choice,” Nel-
son said.  

Millhouse Road runs off of 
Eubanks Road to the north. The 
intersection of Millhouse and Eu-
banks is less than a mile from the 
entrances to the landfill. Millhouse 
and Rogers-Eubanks residents alike 
say that putting a transfer station 
so close to the landfill would mean 
the community would further bear 
an undue burden on behalf of the 
broader community. Members of 
the Rogers-Eubanks neighborhood 
had thought they were finally out of 
the clear when the county commis-
sion chose to remove the Eubanks 
landfill site from consideration for 
even a temporary transfer station.

SEE MILLHOUSE PAGE 7

Colleton Crossing rejected
By Susan Dickson
Staff Writer

 CARRBORO  — The Carrboro Board of 
Aldermen voted unanimously on Tues-
day to deny an application for Colleton 
Crossing, a residential development pro-
posed for Reynard Road between Fox 
Meadow and Highlands, saying nearby 
roads could not support the traffic the 
development would bring. 

The developer, MBI Development, 
proposed a 39-dwelling subdivision on 
31.6 acres at 8400 and 8420 Reynard 
Road. Residents opposed the develop-
ment because of the proposed connec-
tions to other neighborhoods, citing un-
safe conditions created by increased traffic 
on roads not designed to handle it. 

Plans included a connection from 
Reynard Road to Tallyho Trail in Fox 
Meadow, as well as a stub-out to Clay-
more Road in the Highlands, which 
could have been connected if a proposed 
Carolina Commons development by 
UNC was completed in the future. In 
addition, developers had investigated a 
possible connection to Huntsman Court 
via a utility easement between two homes 
after the board asked them to look at 
other possible connections, but property 
owners resisted the proposed road be-
cause of property-value concerns.

Neither Tallyho Trail nor Claymore 
Road has sidewalks, and residents of both 
Fox Meadow and the Highlands said the 
narrow roads would be increasingly un-
safe for pedestrians as traffic increases.

Project designer Phil Post said 
he was extremely disappointed with 
the board’s decision. 

“The developer and the neighbor-
hood have been put through a very, 
very arduous process for three years,” 
he said. “I think it’s very tough for 
the developer to have had to invest 
for two and a half years without the 
big issues being confronted. It’s also 
indicative of a broken system.”

Post added that large conceptual is-
sues should be addressed at the outset of 
the design process.

Board member Dan Coleman said 
he appreciated the efforts made by the 
developer to make improvements to the 
project, but that the safety issues were 
too serious to approve the project. 

“I feel like the testimony of the citi-
zens tonight and at the earlier public 
hearing has really been compelling in 
regard to the public health and safety is-
sues,” Coleman said. 

Board member Jacquie Gist agreed. 
“Our number-one job is to look after 

the health, safety and well-being of our 
community, of our citizens,” she said. 
“We’re hearing overwhelming evidence 
of the residents of the surrounding 
neighborhoods that it just cannot carry 
the extra traffic burden.” 

Mayor Mark Chilton said he 
would be willing to consider the pro-
posal if it were revised; but as it stood, 
he could not support it. 

“I believe that until there’s more than 
one way in and out of this property, it 
doesn’t work for that many units,” he said.

More than a dozen residents spoke 
against the proposed development, 
mostly citing traffic concerns.

Adittee Narayan, a resident of the 
Highlands and a pediatrician who re-
views child fatalities, said the possible 
connection to Claymore Road through 
the proposed Carolina Commons de-
velopment would bring a dangerous 
amount of traffic to the Highlands. 

“Connecting Claymore Road through 
the UNC property is increasingly very 
dangerous to the safety of our pedestrians 
and bicyclists,” she said. “In order to ac-
tually make this safe and reduce the risk 
to pedestrians, you must have dual side-
walks.... If we do anything less than that, 
that is clearly substandard, and Carrboro 
is not substandard, especially in the area 
of walkability and pedestrian safety.” 

Steve Peck, a resident of Fox Mead-
ow, said he thought the developer had 
designed a good project, but that the 
connection options were too danger-
ous, especially for Tallyho Trail, which 
is long, narrow and winding. 

“We are going to suffer tremendously 
if this project is approved now as it is be-
ing proposed,” he said.

In other town business, the board ap-
proved revolving loan fund applications 
for both The Carrboro Citizen and The 
Kind Coffee. The Citizen will receive a 
$50,000 loan, while The Kind Coffee 
will receive $57,000. The town’s revolving 
loan fund, established in 1986, provides 
low-interest loans to local businesses. 

Little 
League 
Time!
Davis Palermo (above) of the 
Carrboro Recreation League’s 
Mets, for ages 9 and 10, pitches 
in the 6th inning of Saturday’s 
match against the Tigers, played 
on Saturday, May 16.

Nicholas Parker (left), first 
baseman for Carrboro 
Recreation League’s Tigers (ages 
9 and 10), catches a pop-up in 
the bottom of the 5th inning in a 
game against the Mets.

photos by ava barlow

Kristin White, a librarian 
at the Carrboro Branch 

Library at McDougle 
School, checks out 

materials to Eliza 
Longnecker, a Chapel Hill 

High School student. 
photo by 

ava barlow

Town wants 
library to stay
By Kirk Ross
Staff Writer

 Carrboro  — With the Orange 
County Board of Commission-
ers set to open public hearings on 
a budget that calls for the closing 
of the Carrboro Branch Library at 
McDougle School, the Carrboro 
Board of Aldermen is joining with 
library supporters to officially op-
pose the move.

The aldermen met Monday night at 
Town Hall to discuss the closing of the 
library and worked on a draft of a let-
ter to be sent to the county outlining 
their opposition to the closing.

In an interview Wednesday, 
Mayor Mark Chilton said he hopes 
strong community and town sup-
port will underline the importance 
of the library to the town.

SEE LIBRARY PAGE 3
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music calendar

thursday may 21
Blue Bayou: Bill West. 9pm

Captain John’s Dockside: Chris 
Reynolds Swing “N” Jazz Trio. 
6-8:30pm

Cat’s Cradle: Jukebox The Ghost, 
Jenny Owen Youngs, The Winter 
Sounds. 9pm, $8/10

The Cave: LATE: Battle Rockets, 
Husky

General Store Cafe: Tony Galiani 
Band. 7-9pm

Local 506: Mr. Lif, Grieves, Willie 
Evans, Jr, Social Memory Complex. 
9pm, $10

friday may 22
The ArtsCenter: Paddy Keenan, 
John Walsh. 8:30pm, $14/16

Blue Bayou: Tinsley Ellis. 9:30pm

The Cave: EARLY: Happenstanza. 
LATE: Big Daddy Love

City Tap: EARLY: March 
Brown. LATE: Bill Hicks

General Store Cafe: 
Frizz Wheel. 8:30-11pm

Hanes Theatre: Chapel 
Hill High School Chorus 
“A Choral Tour Around 
The World.” 7:30pm, 
$6/Adults, $3/Students 
under 18

Harry’s Market: Shan-
non O’Connor. 7-9pm

Local 506: Lemming Mal-
loy, I Was Totally Destroy-
ing It, Gray Young. 10pm, 
Free

Nighlight: Huguenots, 
Rosewood Thieves, True 
Womanhood. 10pm

Open Eye Cafe: Shawn 
Deena, Andi Morgan. 8pm

Resevoir: Colossus, Black-
holicus, Gollum 

saturday may 23
Cat’s Cradle: The Old Ceremony, 
The Love Language. 9:30pm, $10

The Cave: EARLY: Esterhaazy

City Tap: Starmount. 8-10pm

General Store Cafe: Blluematics. 
8:30-11pm

Local 506: Boxbomb, Barbarella, 
En Serenade. 9:30pm

Regency Park: Concert Singers 
Of Cary. 7:30pm

Meymandi Concert Hall: 
Triangle Youth  Brass Band and 
Ensemble. 8pm

Open Eye Cafe: Jaafar. 8pm

sunday may 24
Local 506: Ponytail, Gross Ghost. 
9:30pm. $8/10

the love language 
Cat’s Cradle 

Saturday May 23

joe swank and 
the zen pirates 

Local 506 
Thursday May 28

Confused about 
the $8000 

home-buyer tax 
credit?

If you’re in the market for a home, you may qualify! 
Give us a call-we’d be happy to 

help you understand this credit

Weaver Street Realty
116 E. Main St, Carrboro NC  •  919.929.5658

info@weaverstreetrealty.com

Open Eye Cafe: Lost in the Trees. 
8pm

Weaver Street Market: Equi-
nox. 11am-1pm

monday may 25
Nightlight: Qualms, Remora, Man 
Plus Building. 9:30pm

tuesday may 26
The Cave: LATE: Tony Luca, Joey 
DeGraw, Andrew Hoover. $5

Local 506: Wedlock 

Nightlight: Crash, The SoulBand, 
Sunset. 9:30pm, $5

wednesday may 27
The Cave: LATE: The Essentials

Local 506: Blood Red River, Lol-
lypop Factory, The Virgo 9. 9pm

thursday may 28
The ArtsCenter: The Music of 
Tommy Dorsey’s Big Band. 1:30pm. 
Bonnie Prince Billy, Lichens. 8:30pm

Blue Bayou: Shawn Deena. 9pm

The Cave: LATE: Proud Simon

General Store Cafe: Marie Van-
derbeck Trio. 7-9pm

Local 506: Joe Swank and the 
Zen Pirates, Sleepless Nights, Lynn 
Blakely. 9pm

Lincoln Theatre: The National

Q Shack: Leroy Savage

friday may 29
Blue Bayou: The Lids. 9:30pm

Cat’s Cradle: Isis, Pelian, Tombs 

The Cave: EARLY: Negative I 
LATE: Waumiss, Veelee, Pinche 
Gringo

City Tap: EARLY: Kitty Box and 
The Johnnys. LATE: The Breaks, The 
Bad Mothers

General Store Cafe: Freylach 
Old Time Jamboree. 8:30-11pm

Local 506: The Never, Birdlips, 
Wes Phillips. 8:30pm, $7

Open Eye Cafe: Donna Hughes. 
8pm

Reservoir: Black Shies, Pride 
Parade, The Dirty Little Heaters, 
Death Came Down The Mountain

saturday may 30
Cat’s Cradle: Josh Ritter, The 
Proclivities, David Shultz and The 
Skyline. 9pm, $15/18

Blue Bayou: Memphis The Band. 
9:30pm

The Cave: EARLY: John Eichleay, 
Josh Mease. LATE: Blotter Benefit 
with Rooster for the Masses, West-
ern Civ

General Store Cafe: Caleb Cau-
dle and The Bayonets. 8:30-11pm

Nightlight: Schooner, Woody 
Sullender, Actual Persons Living or 
Dead. 10pm, $6

Open Eye Cafe: Sawyer-Gold-
berg Ensemble. 8pm

barbarella 
Local 506 

Saturday May 23

lost in the trees 
Open Eye Cafe 
Sunday May 24

catscradle.com 919.967.9053 300 E. Main StrEEt
* *a s t e r i s k s  d e n o t e  a d v a n c e  t i c k e t s  @  s c h o o l k i d s  r e c o r d s  i n  r a l e i g h ,
c d a lle y i n  c h a pe l h i ll ,  k at i e ' s  pr et z e l s i n  ca r r bo r o o r d e r t i x  o n l i n e at
etix.com we serve carolina brewery beer on tap! we are a non-smoking club

th 5/21
jukEbox

thE ghoSt /jEnny 
owEn youngS

w/thE wintEr SoundS**($25)

Fr 5/22 danCE Party ! !
l in jaPanESE
(no alCohol SErvEd)

Sa 5/23 **($10)

thE old CErEMony
w/thE lovE languagE

Mo 5/25  FliCkEr haS bEEn CanCEllEd

Fr 5/29  iSiS w/PEliCan
and  toMbS**($15/$18)

Sa  5/30**($15/$18)

joSh rittEr
w/ProClivitiES and david 

Shultz + thE SkylinE
Su  5/31 david Cook

w/ryan Star
th 6/4  bk3 (bill 

krEutzMann, jaMES
“hutCh” hutChinSon, SCott 
MurawSki and tara nEvinS)

w/thE brEw**($18/$21)

Fr  6/5**($17/$20)
EngliSh bEat

w/urban SoPhiStiCatES
Sa 6/6 tab bEnoit**

w/MEl MElton &
thE wiCkEd MojoS

PrESEntEd by bluE bayou Club
authentic cajun catering
by papa mojo’s roadhouse

Su 6/7 lonEly hEartS world tour
EaSy Star
all-StarS

w/guESt truMyStiC**($14/$16)
tu 6/9**($20/$23) total rEquESt livE!

(john doE, billy zooM,
ExEnE  CErvEnka,
dj bonEbrakE)

wE 6/10 Paul thorn**($15)

th 6/11grizzly bEar
w/hErE wE go MagiC**($14)

Fr 6/12 jEnny lEwiS
w/dEEr tiCk**($18)

Su 6/14 MEat PuPPEtS**($14/$16)
w/rEtribution goSPEl Choir

Mo 6/15 Portugal.
thE Man**($5)

tu 6/16 PEaChES
w/druMS oF dEath**($18/20)

Fr 6/19 ConnEllS
w/MayFliES uSa**($15)

Sa 6/20**($15) 

CaMEra obSCura
w/anni roSSi

Fr 6/26**($15) nylon summer
music tour featuring

PatriCk wolF
w/living thingS, PlaStiCinES,

jaguar lovE
Sa 6/27 holSaPPlE

& StaMEy
w/aMEriCan aquariuM

and luEgo
albuM rElEaSE Party

Fr 7/3 thE orb**

Fr 7/10 boMbadil
Cd rElEaSE Party**($9/$12)

Fr 7/18 girlS roCk 
ShowCaSE**

Sa 7/19 loSt in thE trEES**8

wE 7/22 - Sa 7/25 xx MErgE

Sa 8/8 dE la Soul
20 yEarS high and riSing tour

on SalE  5/22**($25/$28)

wE 8/12 akron/FaMily**($10/$12)

tu 9/1 hot tuna 
ElECtriC**($25/$28)

w/old SChool FrEight train 

x

memorial auditorium  (raleigh)

th 6/4the
decemberists

w/blind Pilot
tix via tiCkEtMaStEr, vEnuE box oFFiCE

or ProgrESSEnErgyCEntEr.CoM

lincoln theatre  (raleigh)

th 5/28 the national
w/Colin StEtSon

the artscenter (car)

sa 8/22bowerbirds
w/MEgaFaun

memorial hall (unc - chapel hill)

su 7/26xx merge
ShE & hiM, aMEriCan 
MuSiC Club, wyE oak

nightlight  (chapel hill)

Mo 6/15 zee avi

local 506 (chapel hill)
Mo 7/13 handsome furs
th 7/16 reeves gabrels

Also
presentinG

sold outsold out

fr 7/3 thE orb

sold out

sa 6/6 tab bEnoit

su 6/7 EaSy Star
all-StarS

tu 6/9 x
mo 7/13 

handSoME FurS
(local 506)

mo 6/15 Portugal.
thE Man

sa 6/27 holSaPPlE & StaMEy

fr 6/12 jEnny lEwiS

MILL

next week: 
on vacation

f
Lunch
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Memorial Day trash collection
Most municipal offices in Carrboro and Chapel Hill will 

be closed on Monday in observance of Memorial Day and 
trash collection scheduled for Monday will be rescheduled. 

In Carrboro, trash scheduled for collection on Monday 
will be collected on Tuesday. 

In Chapel Hill, residential trash collection normally 
scheduled for Monday will occur on Wednesday. Monday 
commercial trash collection will be rescheduled for Tuesday 
and Wednesday. There will be no change in the curbside 
recycling schedule in either town. 

Chapel Hill Transit will not operate on Monday and the 
Orange Regional Landfill and Solid Waste Convenience 
Centers will be closed. 

New irrigation systems to require 
separate meters

Starting July 1, all new in-ground irrigation systems con-
nected to the OWASA system or other public utilities must 
have separate water meters in accordance with 2008 state 
legislation. Separate meters are not required for existing ir-
rigation systems. 

OWASA’s fees for irrigation-only meter service include 
a one-time service-availability fee, a charge for installing an 
OWASA meter and related piping and monthly bills, in-
cluding a volume charge and fixed monthly-service fee. 

For more information, contact OWASA’s Engineer-
ing and Planning Department at 537-4214 or webmas-
ter@owasa.org

Town to purchase land
At its meeting Monday night at Town Hall, the Chapel 

Hill Town Council agreed to the purchase of a 10-acre parcel 
adjacent to the Town Operations Center on Millhouse Road. 
The town has been interested in the parcel for years since it is 
between its transit and public works facilities. Purchase price 
on the property was $525,000.

In other action Monday night, the council:
• honored the Tar Heels Men Basketball Team with a 

proclamation. Athletic Direct Dick Baddour and center Tyler 
Zeller were on hand to accept the honors;

• approved a plan to use a $732,519 federal grant from the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to reno-
vate 15 apartments at the South Roberson neighborhood and 
replace appliances in the Eastwood, Caldwell-Church and 
Oakwood neighborhoods;

• approved changes to the town’s land-use ordinance to 
allow more flexibility in accepting payments-in-lieu to satisfy 
recreational space requirements for developments;

• authorized an agreement to extend the jurisdiction of the 
UNC Department of Public Safety into defined non-cam-
pus areas of the town under certain circumstances. Speaking 
in favor of the jurisdiction change, Chapel Hill Police Chief 
Brian Curran said it would allow UNC police to better assist 
the CHPD, especially in emergency situations.

Bryan wins bar selection
Former Carrboro Board of Aldermen member Jay Bry-

an was the top vote-getter in last week’s 15B Judicial Bar 
selection of who will serve out the rest of Judge Alonzo 
Coleman’s term.

At a meeting last week at the Institute of Government, 
Bryan won the vote with 115 votes, followed by Glenn Gerd-
ing with 114 and Lunsford Long with 87.

The results will be forwarded to Gov. Beverly Perdue, who 
has the option of choosing from among the three. If she does 
not nominate one of them within 60 days, Bryan will auto-
matically get the job.

Judge Coleman will turn 72 on June 30, and according to 
state law must retire.

The 15B Judicial District Bar, which is made up of at-
torneys from Orange and Chatham counties, met Thursday 
night at the Institute of Government to vote on three names 
to send to the governor.

 News Briefs

Support your local advertiser

The Framers Corner, Inc
Distinctive, museum quality picture frame design

M-F 10am - 6pm Sat 10am-2pm

theframerscorner.com
108 W Main St  Carrboro

Est. 1981
Full Service 
Frame Shop

919-929-3166
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





Read us online: 
carrborocitizen.com/main

LIBRARY
from page 1

The letter from Chilton to 
county commission Chair Val-
erie Foushee reads in part:

“We are aware that some cuts 
in service will be necessary in 
virtually every department, but 
the wholesale closure of librar-
ies is too drastic and will take 
a needless financial and emo-
tional toll on the well-being of 
our community.”

Chilton also makes the case 
that the library’s computers are 
used by residents in job search-
es and that many of the people 
affected will be those who can 
least afford to travel out of the 

community to another library. 
He also notes that the town 
has contributed $4,000 annu-
ally to help cover the cost of 
the facility.

County officials say they 
want to close the McDougle 
library and a branch library at 
Cedar Grove and shift employ-
ees to a new main library in 
downtown Hillsborough.

Library director Lucinda 
Munger explained to county 
commissioners at a budget work 
session last week that while clos-
ing the library in Carrboro will 
save about $37,000 in annual 
expenses, a much bigger impact 
comes from not having to cre-
ate new positions in the library 
system. By closing the branches 

and shifting positions, the coun-
ty will avoid about $250,000 in 
new personnel costs.

On Tuesday evening, county 
commissioners heard from sev-
eral supporters of the libraries, 
including some who are worried 
about what will happen to the 
tens of thousands of books built 
up in the collection through 
purchases, grants and gifts.

“I consider this to be a theft of 
resources from Carrboro,” Anna 
Mercer McClean told the board.

Gerry Christmas said the li-
brary was very important to his 
family when they first moved 
to town and could not afford a 
new computer.

“We must hold on and fight 
for our little library and our 

little arts center,” he said. “Both 
are only little in size.”

Allison Rosen said she was 
worried about the dwindling 
number of public spaces. The 
library, she said, is a place that 
“transcends class.”

The first public hearing on 
the budget is scheduled for to-
night (Thursday) at 7 p.m. at the 
Central Orange Senior Center 
next to the Sportsplex on Mead-
owlands Drive in Hillsborough.

A public hearing at the 
Southern Human Services Cen-
ter in Chapel Hill is scheduled 
for Tuesday, May 26 at 7 p.m.

The proposed budget is 
available on the county’s web-
site at co.orange.nc.us/budget/
index.asp

Move over Clyde Jones
A tree grew in Chapel Hill. 

Then the Heels won another 
national championship and that 
night some (probably drunken) 
idiots snapped its crown.

The tree, formerly an 11-
foot green ash, grew in front of 
Spanky’s. Like a lot of urban 
trees, it was in a struggle for 
survival even before the cel-
ebrants came along. According 
to a release from the town, it 
had been recommended for re-
placement in 2007.

But after viewing the dam-
age to the ash the day after the 
big win, Mayor Kevin Foy had 
the idea of turning the stump 
into some kind of art.

Fortunately, the town has 
an in-house wood carver in the 
person of economic-develop-
ment director Dwight Bassett, 
who, according to the release, 
“envisions a vertical segment 
of a player with arm extended 
and holding a basketball.” Bas-

sett began work on Tuesday 
and will be carving away again 
on Friday.

En pointe, folks
As large banners in the 

downtown will soon note, the 
world-famous Bolshoi ballet 
is coming to town this sum-
mer for an extended visit with 
four performances at Memorial 
Hall, June 10 through 14.

The Orange County Visitor’s 
Bureau has passed on a request 
from Carolina Performing Arts 
director Emil Kang asking us 
locals, especially shopkeepers 
in the downtown, to do a little 
something extra to give the 
180 members of the company a 
warm welcome.

Probably a little late to order 
a Faberge Egg for your front 
window, but you can get a nifty 
Welcome Bolshoi sign from the 
visitor’s bureau.

Riddle me this
Good work by Chapel Hill 

Magazine on getting an inter-
view with the illusive Joe Riddle 
Jr., whose properties include the 
southwest corner of Columbia 
and Franklin streets and the old 
University Chrysler building.

Like him or not, the fellow 
does have control of some criti-
cal downtown spots, including 
the Chrysler lot next door to 
Lantern that is a potential solu-
tion to West End parking woes.

D o w nto   w n   L i f e   in    C h apel      Hill      and     C arrboro     

Big
City

Bolshoi ballet
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Thursday, May 21
Job Search Workshop — Increase 
your employment options with tips 
and strategies for finding jobs online. 
6-7pm, Chapel Hill Public Library. 
Free. 968-2780

Bicycle Clinic — The Town 
of Carrboro will sponsor a free 
bicycle clinic for youth ages 6-12 
with safety tips, rules of the road 
basic maintenance and an obstacle 
course. 3-5pm, Carrboro Town 
Commons. 918-7329, amessinger@
townofcarrboro.org

Galapagos Lecture —UNC 
geography professor Stephen Walsh 
will discuss plans to establish a 
research outpost on the Galapagos 
Islands. 2:30pm, Seymour Center, 
2551 Homestead Road. 968-2070, 
co.orange.nc.us/aging/index

Dulcimer Players — The Carolina 
Mountain Dulcimer Players will meet, 
beginners and experts welcome. 7pm, 
Carol Woods Retirement Commu-
nity. 929-5359, ShirleyRay@aol.com  

American Politics Discussion — 
Join Hodding Carter, William Friday 
Common Cause National President 
Bob Edgar and Frank Daniels, former 
publisher of the News & Observer, 
for a discussion: “Modern American 
Politics: Reform and Progress in the 
post-Watergate Era.” 7:30pm, Uni-
versity Baptist Church Great Hall on 
Franklin Street. 836-0027, common-
cause.org/nc

Friday, May 22
Chorus Concert — The Chapel 
Hill High School Chorus will perform 
its spring concert, “A Choral Tour 
Around the World.” 7:30pm, Hanes 
Theatre at Chapel Hill High. $6 adults, 
$3 students under 18. 969-2461, 
hanestheatre.org

Fourth Friday Movie — The 
Pittsboros Merchants Association 
will show the comedy Airplane for 
its Fourth Friday Movie Night. Dusk 
(hotdogs and fish sandwiches available 
at 6pm), Capital Bank parking lot, 
Pittsboro. Bring a chair. 960-5892

Saturday, May 23
Used Book Sale — Sale to benefit 
Blue Skies of Maple View summer 
horsecamp scholarship program. 
Maple View ice cream store on Dairy-
land Road, Hillsborough. 933-1444, 
dpmblueskies@hotmail.com

Mason Farm Walk — Ken Moore 
will lead a leisurely walk around Ma-
son Farm with old photographs and 
stories of John Terres’ 1981 guided 
walk of the old farm. 9am-noon, 
Mason Farm. $10, $5 N.C. Botani-
cal Garden members. 962-0522 to 
register, ncbg.unc.edu

Monday, May 25

Memorial Day 
Commemoration — Orange 
County Peace Coalition invites the 
community to its program featuring 
Samia Serageldin, noted author; Mona 
Dakrouri, a certified presenter of the 
Bridges Foundation; musician Clark 
Jones; and the  Raging Grannies. 2-
3:30pm, Carrboro Town Commons. 
929-3316, 419-1261

Tuesday, May 26
Kids’ Garden Workshop — Kidzu 
Children’s Museum will offer a Car-
rboro Community Garden Work-
shop for children ages 3-10. 5-6pm, 
Growing Healthy Kids Project garden 
at Carrboro Elementary School. $3 
per adult/child pair. Preregistration 
required. 933-1455

Film Screening — Seymour Cen-
ter Cinema will show the 1973 movie 
Saboteur. 1pm, Seymour Center, 2551 
Homestead Road. Free admission and 
popcorn, donations appreciated 

Friday, May 29
Book Sale — The Friends of the 
Chapel Hill Public Library will sponsor 
a quarterly book sale. 4-7pm Friday, 
Friends members only (you can join 
at the door), open to the public 9am-
4pm Saturday and 1-4pm Sunday, 
Chapel Hill Public LIbrary

Saturday, May 30
Ongoing

Cancer Support — Support 
groups for cancer patients and their 
families. cornucopiahouse.org

The Compassionate Friends 
— Free self-help support for all 
adults grieving the loss of a child or 
sibling. Third Mondays, 7-8:30pm, 
Evergreen United Methodist 
Church. 967-3221, chapelhilltcf.org

DivorceCare — Support group 
for those separated or divorced. 
Mondays, 7pm, Orange United 
Methodist Church. 942-2825, con-
nect2orange.org

Garden Tour — Free tour of the 
N.C. Botanical Garden’s display 
gardens. Saturdays, 10am, in front 
of the Totten Center at the garden. 
962-0522, ncbg.unc.edu

Garden Walk — Niche Gardens 
hosts guided garden walks with dis-
cussions on spring planting, garden 
maintenance, design and gardening 
for wildlife. Saturdays, 10am, 1111 
Dawson Road, Chapel Hill. Free. 
967-0078, nichegardens.com

Job Search Meeting — A net-
working and support group for job 
hunters. Wednesdays, 9:30-11am, 
Binkley Baptist Church, 1712 Willow 
Drive. 942-4964

Open-Mike Poetry — Tuesdays 
except first Tuesdays, 7-9pm, Looking 
Glass Cafe & Boutique, 601 W. Main 
St. 636-5809

Computer Classes — Free com-
puter classes: Computer and Web 
Basics, Intro to Email, MS Word, Pow-
erpoint, Excel and an Open Project 
Workshop. Wednesdays through June 
24, 7pm, Carrboro Cybrary, 100 N. 
Greensboro St. Registration required. 
918-7387, cybrary@co.orange.nc.us, 
co.orange.nc.us/library/cybrary

Kids
Toddler Time — Thursdays, 4pm, 
Carrboro Branch Library. 969-3006

Preschool Story Time — Sat-
urdays, 10:30am, Carrboro Branch 
Library. 969-3006

Express Yourself! — Art program 
for ages 3-8 & their caregivers. Satur-
days, 10:45-11:15am, 11:30am-noon, 
Kidzu Children’s Museum, 105 E. 
Franklin St. $2. 933-1455, kidzuchild-
rensmuseum.org

Garden Story Time — Children 
ages 3 to 5 and their caregivers are 
invited to come read theme-based 
nature tales and participate in activities 
in the garden. Thursdays through Aug. 
27, 10-11am, North Carolina Botanical 
Garden. $5 per family. Preregister 
962-0522, ncbg.unc.edu

Volunteers
RSVP 55+ Volunteer Program 
— Seeks volunteers at least 55 years 
of age and over who would like as-
sistance in finding an opportunity that 
matches their interests. 968-2056, 
co.orange.nc.us/aging/RSVPindex.asp

Meals on Wheels — Seeks vol-
unteers to deliver meals and/or bake 
simple desserts for recipients in the 
Chapel Hill/Carrboro area. 942-2948

Orange County Literacy 
Council — Seeks volunteers to help 
with adult literacy, basic math and 
English language tutoring, creative 
writing workshops at local homeless 
shelters and family literacy workshops. 
New tutor training workshops every 
month. Skills Development Center, 
503 W. Franklin St. 933-2151

Community Calendar
Memorial Day events

VFW and American Legion veterans will host a 
combined commemoration of Memorial Day this 
weekend. The event will begin on Saturday at 6:30 
a.m. with the carpeting of Chapel Hill Cemetery with 
more than 500 flags. At 8 a.m., veterans will gather at 
the cemetery for a memorial ceremony. 

On Monday, the groups will host a memorial service 
at 8 a.m. at the cemetery. Following the ceremony, the 
American Legion Post will host an open house from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., with veteran presentations beginning at 
11 a.m. and an outdoor concert by the Village Band at 
1 p.m. 

The event is free and open to the public. Members 
of the community are invited to bring and display pho-
tographs of their family members serving in the mili-
tary. Photos can be dropped off for mounting at Chapel 
Hill Magazine, 104-B N. Elliott Road, or posted at the 
ceremonies. 

Sexual abuse survivor support group
The Orange County Rape Crisis Center will offer a 

support group for female survivors of childhood sexual 
abuse starting in June. 

The support group will be an opportunity to learn, 
share and gain support from others with similar expe-
riences. 

For more information, call 968-4647, ext. 3001, or 
email groups@ocrcc.org

Rape Crisis Center seeks volunteers
The Orange County Rape Crisis Center is accepting 

applications for its support group facilitator volunteer 
training class. 

The center seeks dedicated individuals with diverse 
backgrounds, ideas and experience. Spanish speakers 
are strongly encouraged to apply. Training will begin 
mid-June. 

To apply, visit ocrcc.org and complete an applica-
tion by June 9. For more information, call 968-4647 
or email info@ocrcc.org

Community Briefs

Do you have anything for one of our calendars? 
Send your submissions to 

calendar@carrborocitizen.com

Support Your Community Newspaper

Advertise in The Carrboro Citizen
Contact: Marty Cassady 919.942.2100 

marty@carrborocitizen.com

 super crossworD   get things done CitizenCryptoquote By Martin Brody
For example, YAPHCYAPLM is WORDSWORTH.  One letter stands for another.  In 
this sample, A is used for the two O’s, Y for the two W’s, etc..  Apostrophes, 
punctuation, the length and formation of the words are all hints.

“Who’s Crying?”

Q  F Z M L  H W J ’ L  U N L  D I N S 

K D P  A Z H K  R W R Q N M  H S C .   Q 

S N W B B C  K W G  J D  Q G N W  P K W L 

Q  P W M  U N L L Q J U  Q J L D .  

L D  L N B B  C D Z  L K N  L S Z L K , 

Q  L K D Z U K L  Q L  P D Z B G  R N 

A D S N  B Q X N  U N L L Q J U  W 

H W L .  -  W J J N  B W A D L L , 

R D D X - P S Q L Q J U  R S N N G N S
Find the answer in the puzzle answer section.

pets of the week
Paws4Ever 
—  My name is 
Cranberry! 
I am a lab/shar 
pei mix young girl 
(1.5). Originally 
taken in as a stray in 
Caswell County in 
April, Cranberry is 
estimated to weigh 
around 42 lbs. She is 
very friendly towards 
strangers and does 
well with other dogs. 
She does have a little 
separation anxiety 
and will whine when 
left alone for a bit. 
Although she appears 
somewhat shy, once 
out of her shell 
Cranberry is very affectionate, sweet and polite. She does excellent with 
treats and will let you take rawhides away. She is working on her leash 
manners, but only pulls slightly. She would greatly benefit from the free 
training classes offered with your adoption, being so young and eager to 
learn. Looking for someone to take her home and show her the stability 
she deserves! Please come by the shelter and take a look, at Paws4Ever, 
6311 Nicks Road, Mebane, or call 304-2300. You can also go online at 
paws4ever.org

ORANGE COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES —Meet George! 
This handsome boy appears to be a rough collie mix and is around 4 years 
old. George came into the shelter as a stray, but was certainly being fed well 
wherever he was! He needs to lose a few pounds and has been going on 
walks several times a day at the shelter to help him get started. He is already 
housetrained, knows “sit” and 
walks well on a leash! This boy 
is one great catch! Don’t miss 
out on George! Visit Orange 
County’s Animal Shelter, 1081 
MLK Jr. Blvd, Chapel Hill or call 
967-7383. You can also see 
him online at www.co.orange.
nc.us/animalservices/adoption.
asp.

Please visit us soon in 
our NEW ANIMAL 
SERVICES 
CENTER , opening 
JUune1, 2009! 1601 
Eubanks Road, Chapel Hill. 
For more information, visit 
http://www.co.orange.
nc.us/animalservices/
newfacility.asp

Artisan:
Thomas  Rockriver

welder

Peck andArtisans
support   local  independents
933 8485

True CrafTsmen
A Full-service Exterior business

Decks Restored
Washed, Sanded, Sealed

Houses
Power Washed, Gutters Cleaned

True Craftsmen
Installation, All Types Siding

Roofing, Windows, Decks
Repair Work As Well

Planting & Flower Beds
Installed & Maintained

Contact John Barrett
919-619-8315/919-420-5013
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School Briefs
Choral concert

The Chapel Hill High School 
choirs will perform a spring 
concert on Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
at Chapel Hill High’s Hanes 
Theatre. 

The concert is titled “A Cho-
ral Tour Around the World” 
and the choirs will perform a 
wide range of music from 20 
countries. 

Tickets are $6 for adults and 
$3 for students under 18. For 
more information, visit hanes-
theatre.org or call 969-2461.

School board meeting
The Chapel Hill-Carrboro 

City Schools Board of Educa-
tion meets tonight (Thursday) 
at 7:30 at the Chapel Hill Town 
Hall on Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Items on the agenda 
include:

• amendments to the 2009-
19 Capital Investment Plan;

• proposals for spending 
stimulus funds; and

• position exchange requests 
for Frank Porter Graham El-
ementary School. 

For the complete agenda, 
visit chccs.k12.nc.us

Project Graduation 
needs donations

Project Graduation, the par-
ent-funded celebration for all 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro graduat-
ing seniors, needs donations. 

Project Graduation is still 
$12,000 short of its fundraising 
goal. The annual celebration has 
helped keep local high school 
students together and safe on 
graduation night since 1993. 

To donate, visit projectgrad-
uationchccs.org/contributions.
htm or mail a check payable to 
Project Graduation to: Project 
Graduation, P.O. Box 17043, 
Chapel Hill, N.C., 27516. 

Student wins 
national contest

Phillips Middle School sev-
enth-grader Kathy Dai recently 
won the national Listen to a 
Life Essay Contest for her essay 
about her 72-year-old neighbor, 
Helen Simms.

For the contest, students 
aged 8 to 18 interview a grand-
parent or friend 50 or older and 
then write 300-word essays. Dai 
wrote about Simms’ experiences 
in the Civil Rights Movement. 

Tuesdays and Thursdays with Kim

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10-8 • SATURDAY 10-6
102 EAST WEAVER STREET

DOWNTOWN CARRBORO
932-HIVE • WALK-INS WELCOME!

Fish  day!
Now is the time For PoNd stockiNg!
Channel Catfish • Largemouth Bass • Redear • Bluegill (Bream) 

Minnows • Black Crappie (if available)
Delivery: Tuesday, June 2: 1:45 –2:45 pm
at Southern StateS Co-op in Carrboro, nC

To order call 1-800-247-2615  •  www.farleysf ishfarm.com
Farleys Arkansas Pondstockers, Inc.

FREE!Dry Cleaning
Any One GArment
With Coupon • Limit one free garment 
per customer * Excludes Suede, Leather, 
Down, Household and Specialty Items.

The Station at Homestead
2801 Homestead Rd
(Corner of Airport & Homestead Rds)

929-6300
Cash & Checks 
gladly accepted

Environmentally Conscious Dry Cleaning

Dry Clean Warehouse Dry Clean Warehouse
of Chapel Hill

Morecoupons
online

DCWcleaners.com

All Garments* $2.17 (plus tax) Every Day!
No l iMit, No  MiN iMuM

Dan Ryon
Financial Advisor
205 West Main Street, Suite 101
Carrboro, NC  27510
Bus. 919-933-3191

Investments
Retirement Planning Services
Education Savings
Financial Assessments
Free Portfolio Reviews

v
v
v
v
v

Member SIPC

•	UPS & Freight Shipping
•	Custom Packaging
•	Mailbox & Postal Services
•	Color & BW Printing
•	eBay Power Seller
•	Moving Supplies
•	Passport Photos
•	Notary Services
•	Business Cards

Carrboro Plaza Shopping Center
MoN-FRI 8-6:30 • SAT 10-5

919-918-7161
©2003 United Parcel Service, Inc.

Wednesday

Copy Special!
Color: 35¢
BW: 5¢

Email it:

store3651@theupsstore.com

We’ll print it out!

MILL
next week: 
on vacation

Mary Morrison and other members 
of Carrboro High School’s concert 
band rehearsed on a recent 
Saturday in preparation for an 
upcoming spring concert.

photo by ava barlow

The annual contest, run by 
the Legacy Project, offers stu-
dents an opportunity to learn 
about real life from real people. 
For more information, visit leg-
acyproject.org

Exhibit to showcase 
newcomer art

Students in the Chapel Hill-
Carrboro City Schools New-
comer Center will exhibit their 
artwork at University Mall, 
June 2 to 14. 

The exhibit, “Journeys to a 
Different Landscape,” will show-
case visual expression through art 
therapy by students from Burma. 

An opening reception will be 
held on June 7 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
at the mall. 

Students perform 
at state festival

Students from the Phillips 
and McDougle middle schools 
chorus programs were selected 
to participate in the N.C. Mid-
dle School All State Festival in 

Greensboro, May 15 and 16. 
Selected McDougle students 

are Sadie Frank and Sofia Doerfer, 
sixth grade; Naalamiley Kwakye 
and Rachel Van Aalst, seventh 
grade; and Broneyn Kircher and 
Meredith Bailey, eighth grade.

Selected Phillips students are 
Alex Ariosto and Morgan Smith, 
sixth grade; Anne Adrieux and 
Paige Craven, seventh grade; and 
Ava Adams, Isabelle Bunch, Troy 
Mitchell, Deontae Neal, Shuya 
Osada and Masai White, eighth 
grade.

Where can I find my Citizen?
CARRBORO
Harris Teeter
The ArtsCenter
Amanté Gourmet Pizza
Milltown
Carrburritos
Q–Shack
Piedmont Health Services
Midway Barber Shop
VisArt Video
Carolina Fitness
Looking Glass Café
Carrboro Business Coop
Orange County Social Club
Speakeasy - Greensboro

& Main
Weaver Street Realty
Carrboro Family Vision
Century Center
Great Clips
Cybrary
Capelli’s
Elmo’s Diner
Spotted Dog
Nice Price Books
Carrboro Town Hall
Carrboro Town Commons
Cliff’s Meat Market
PTA Thriftshop
Calvander Food Mart

Carrboro Mini Mart
Southern Rail
Open Eye Cafe
Carrboro Branch Library
The Beehive
Auto Logic
Reservoir
Johnny’s Sporting Goods
Carolina Cleaners Laundromat 

(Willow Creek)
Crescent Green Assisted 

Living
Jones Ferry Rd Park & Ride

CARRBORO PlAzA
Carrboro Plaza Park & Ride
North American Video
Tar Heel Tobacco
Super Suds
UPS Store
Curves
Wingman

White CROss
Fiesta Grill
White Cross BP
Harry’s Market
White Cross Shell
Express Lane

ChAPel hill
DOWntOWn
Caribou Coffee/downtown
Visitors Center
Jiffy Lube
Job Development Center
Sandwhich/The Courtyard
West Franklin town racks 

(near Chapel Hill Cleaners)
Internationalist Books
Franklin Hotel
Ham’s Restaurant
Time Out
East Franklin town racks 

(near Subway)
Courthouse Alley town racks
North Columbia St. town 

racks (at bus stop)

UnC CAmPUs
UNC Student Union
Bullshead Bookshop
Davis Library
UNC Family Medicine
Carolina Inn

eAst
Chapel Hill Post Office/Estes 

Drive
Caribou Coffee/ Franklin

at Estes

Café Driade
Siena Hotel
Whole Foods
Borders Books
Harris Teeter / University Mall
University Mall / Kerr Drugs 

entrance
VisArt Video/Elliot Rd.
Phydeaux
Owen’s 501 Diner
Bruegger’s Bagels/Eastgate
Peak Fitness/Elliot Rd
Chapel Hill Public Library
Food Lion/Ram’s Plaza
Chamber Of Commerce

nORth
Hunan Chinese Restaurant
Chapel Hill Senior Center
Southern Human Services
Carol Woods
Bagels on the Hill
Eubanks Rd. Park & Ride
That Coffee Place
Cup a Joe
Margaret’s Cantina
Aquatic Center
Chapel Hill Mini Mart

sOUth
N.C. Botanical Garden
Covenant House
15-501 South Park & Ride

GOveRnOR’s ClUB
Bean & Barrel/ Governor’s 

Village
Carolina Meadows/Café
Tarantini

meADOWmOnt
UNC Wellness Center
Brixx Pizza
Cafe Carolina
The Cedars
Young Simpson Underwood
Friday Center Park & Ride
Courtyard Marriott
Amanté Pizza - Falconbridge
Peak Fitness - Falconbridge

sOUtheRn villAGe
La Vita Dolce
Park & Ride bus stop
Market Square

FeARRinGtOn AReA
McIntyre’s Books
Fearrington House Inn
Old Granary
Galloway Ridge

hillsBOROUGh
Weaver Street Market
Andy’s
Maple View Farms
Visitors Center
Chamber of Commerce
Orange County Senior Center
Orange County Public Library
Cup a Joe / outside box
Valour’s Patisserie
Daniel Boone Shopping Center
Sportsplex
Durham Tech/student lounge

PittsBORO
Pittsboro General Store
Suntrust Bank (outside)
Chatham Marketplace
Pittsboro Public Library
Carolina Brewery
Pittsboro Family Medicine

ChAthAm CROssinG
Torrero’s Restaurant
Chatham Crossing Medical 

Center
Lowes Foods / outside box

Elementary

Friday — Cheese Pizza; 
Pepperoni Pizza; Sloppy Joe on a 
Bun; Garden Salad; Green Beans; 
Chilled Applesauce

Monday — Memorial Day 
Holiday — NO SCHOOL

Tuesday — 
O’Bagel; Pork Egg 
Roll; Mozzarella 
Cheese Sticks w/
Marinara Dipping 
Sauce; “Fun on 
the Run”; Brown 
Rice Pilaf; Asian 
Mixed Vegetables; 
Chilled Apricots

Wednesday — 
Cheese Pizza; Pepperoni 
Pizza; Chicken Salad w/Crackers, 
Lettuce & Tomato; Carrot & Celery 
Sticks; Steamed Broccoli; Fresh 
Banana
Thursday — Ham & Cheese 
Sub; Chicken Tetrazzini w/Wheat 
Roll; “Fun on the Run”; Whipped 
Sweet Potatoes; w/Cinnamon; 
Seasoned Lima Beans; Chilled Pears

Middle & High

Friday —Spaghetti & Meat 
Sauce w/Garlic Bread; Corn Dog; 
California Mixed Vegetables; Sweet 
Yellow Corn; Vanilla Pudding

Monday — Memorial Day 
Holiday — NO SCHOOL

Tuesday — 
Three-Cheese Baked 
Rotini w/Garlic 
Bread; Chicken 
Fajitas w/Salsa 
& Sour Cream; 
Vegetable Rice; 

Steamed Broccoli; 
Chilled Peaches

Wednesday 
— Chicken Patty Sandwich 

w/Cheese; Baked Potato w/
Beef & Cheese and Wheat Roll

Mixed Vegetables; Pineapple 
Tidbits; Chocolate Pudding

Thursday — BBQ Chicken 
w/Wheat Roll; Grilled Cheese 
Sandwich; Baked Beans; Collard 
Greens; Fresh Grapes

School Lunch Menus 
May 22 - 28
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Taking the 
‘low road’ 
to economic 
development

Elaine Mejia

North Carolina often acts like a fool in 
love with big business. State leaders con-
tinue to aggressively pursue an economic-
development strategy that relies on offering 
as much as possible by way of cash and tax 
incentives to a few large, typically well-
known corporations. These corporations, 
which have included Dell Computers and 
Google, court officials at the state Depart-
ment of Commerce, and the officials flirt 
right back by flaunting their ample pack-
ages of taxpayer-funded goodies.

All indications are that North Carolina 
is gearing up to woo another big corpora-
tion, and this time state leaders might be 
going too far once again.

Senate Bill 575, “Modify Corporate 
Apportionment Formula,” is the latest 
attempt to change the tax code to benefit 
one specific corporation. The bill would 
allow certain companies to be designated 
as “capital intensive,” meaning they have 
a large portion of their property in North 
Carolina, but a much lower portion of 
their payroll or sales are in-state.

Under the legislation, the state would 
determine the tax bill of these “capital 
intensive” corporations based solely on 
in-state sales. Currently, the state looks 
at a company’s in-state property, payroll 
and sales to determine how much of its 
profits are attributable to doing business 
in North Carolina.

For some worldwide corporations, 
the share of their sales that takes place in 
North Carolina is very, very small; under 
this bill, their tax liability to the state 
would likewise be very, very small.

The bill is moving through the legisla-
tive process quickly. After racing through 
the Senate in just a few days, it is now in 
the House. Speculation in Raleigh is that 
this fast-tracked special tax break is part of 
a larger deal to lure an Apple Computers 
server facility to the western part of the state.

According to the state Department 
of Revenue, three other companies cur-
rently operating in the state would also 
potentially qualify as “capital intensive,” 
and their tax bills would be lowered by a 
collective $1.5 million annually. The cost 
of the tax break for Apple specifically 
isn’t included in this figure, since the es-
timate only includes companies that are 
already here and who, presumably, were 
not asking for this special tax break.

There are lots of legitimate policy 
reasons to question the wisdom of this 
legislation and its backers, but here’s the real 
kicker – this bill would actually discour-
age job growth. If a company receiving 
this special tax break wanted to expand its 
workforce in North Carolina (at a faster 
pace than it expands its property or capital 
value), it would no longer be designated as 
“capital intensive” and therefore would no 
longer qualify for the program, causing its 
tax bill to rise substantially.

This would be the case if, for example, a 
company housing a server farm somewhere 
in North Carolina wanted to relocate its 
engineering operations or its headquarters 
or even a call center. If it were to locate those 
jobs here, it might lose its special tax status 
as “capital intensive.” So the new tax break 
designed to grow the economy could actu-
ally create an incentive for companies with 
a presence in North Carolina to add to their 
workforce in other states rather than here!

This is a clear example of why making 
permanent changes to the tax code to ap-
pease one specific corporation is a foolhardy 
economic-development strategy. North 
Carolina has made similar mistakes before, 
like when lawmakers created a special ciga-
rette export tax credit when trying to keep 
RJ Reynolds or created a computer manufac-
turing tax credit to help lure Dell in 2004.

Speaking of Dell, there are some dis-
turbing parallels between that messy love 
affair and the state’s current attempt to lure 
Apple. North Carolina’s rumored competi-
tion for the Apple facility is Virginia, just 
as it was for Dell five years ago. After the 
Dell deal was complete, we learned that 
Virginia had offered it a package of good-
ies worth roughly $50 million, compared 
to North Carolina’s whopping $250 mil-
lion. Since January of this year, Dell has 
laid off 260 workers at its Forsyth County 
plant, and more layoffs may be on the way.

While big corporations like RJR, 
Google, Dell and now Apple are lavished 
with goodies, North Carolina’s small 
businesses are left to suffer through the 
recession in silence. Let’s hope the North 
Carolina House will be more chaste than 
the Senate and slow down the process for 
this bill so that the future ramifications 
for the state’s economy and workforce can 
be fully considered. Investing all of our 
resources to charm a few big corporations 
is not the way to grow our economy or 
take care of our workforce.

Elaine Mejia is the director of the N.C. 
Budget and Tax Center.

Get involved in Carolina North dialogue

Millhouse Road	
is no solution

To quote a good friend of mine 
today, it is clear some people remain 
absolutely “clueless.” No, we are not 
applauding Mayor Foy’s proposal 
to site a [waste transfer station] on 
Millhouse, which still amounts to 
dumping the entire county’s garbage 
in our community.

As a matter of fact, one community 
member I spoke with became absolute-
ly livid and near-hysterical: she is sick 
and tired of the garbage, the stench, the 
rats, the noise, the buzzards – in short, 
the environmental contamination and 
injustice. A WTS on Millhouse means 
the garbage era will be never-ending, 
and the idea that her grandchildren 
will live on their land dealing with the 
same environmental issues sickens her 
even more.

No, neither the county nor the 
towns are committing funds to provide 
reparations to the Rogers-Eubanks 
Community (which, yes, includes 
Millhouse Road). That the community 
would receive long-overdue repara-
tions (or services, amenities – however 
one likes to describe them) is a myth. 
I have attended two meetings with 
Mayor Foy and one with Mayor Foy 
and Valerie Foushee together, and each 
has made this fact absolutely clear. But 
it wouldn’t matter anyway, because this 
community is not for sale.

Yes, during the 2007 Orange 
County Enhancement Task Force 
Meetings, Millhouse Road was indeed 
discussed as part of the Historic Com-
munity. It has always been considered 
as such. However, the map that even-
tually came to delineate an “Enhance-
ment” area does not include Millhouse 
Road – how this came to be is another 
whole discussion. But think about it: I 
am sure it will come to you.

Neloa Jones
Chapel Hill

Who runs Carrboro?
Who’s in charge of Carrboro anyway? 

No, it’s not a silly question. It’s brought to 
mind by the recent soap opera of Car-
rboro suing a farm owner for building 
a small barn apartment and forcing a 
major subdivision as a cure. Kudos go 

to a planning board member (see Ms. 
Cook’s letter, April 9) for “re-railing” a 
resolution of the dispute (and preventing 
future such disputes) simply by changing 
the wording of a zoning district (a “text 
amendment”). The question remains, 
why did Carrboro make such an “acces-
sory apartment molehill” into a moun-
tain of litigation?

Why did the board of aldermen 
(BOA) refuse to consider amending 
its ordinances when town staff (along 
with the farm owner) prepared a first 
text amendment in 2008 to legitimize 
the apartment? Text amendments have 
been used routinely by the BOA to let a 
daycare center into a stream buffer and 
to allow illegally operating food service 
trucks to operate legally. Why not here?

Why did Carrboro urge the use of the 
local Dispute Settlement Center to settle 
the case of the woman who charged Al-
derman Coleman with attacking her in 
2007, but when it considered barn apart-
ment litigation, no alderman uttered a 
word about the Center?

Who benefits from town 
litigation? There’s the rub. Unlike Cha-
pel Hill, Carrboro doesn’t have a staff 
attorney with fixed compensation. It 
hires a Chapel Hill boutique land-use 
law firm, the same one for over 20 
years. (Carrboro doesn’t line-item ac-
count in its budget for staff time spent 
assisting litigation.)

How many millions of tax dollars 
has that firm received over time? Car-
rboro doesn’t have a single, enumer-
ated budget line item identifying 
all legal costs. Remember, the firm 
consulted serially on the staff text 
amendment, on rejecting the text 
amendment, on starting litigation 
benefitting the firm, on negotiating 
a conditional use permit litigation 
settlement and, finally, on advising 
during the CUP process. Oh, they’ll 
advise also on a second text amend-
ment too!

How much does Carrboro have to 
spend on legal matters to justify hir-
ing a staff attorney? Apparently, we’ll 
never know. 

Finally, why does town gover-
nance (board, town manager, town 
clerk and governance support) cost 
$479,675 annually (or $24.77 per per-
son) in Carrboro, but only $361,480 

(or $6.57 per person) in Chapel Hill? 
Why did each alderman and the 
mayor approve these “boutique gov-
ernment” governance costs? Who ben-
efits from them?

Who’s in charge of Carrboro 
anyway? No, it’s really not a silly 
question.

Brian Voyce
Carrboro

Government shouldn’t 
run health care

In reading an opinion editorial 
that ran in your paper on Thursday, 
I was surprised at how out of touch 
the author was with the concerns of 
North Carolinians when it comes 
to health care. He talked about cer-
tain reforms that might sound good 
in theory, but in practice, they have 
nearly doubled and tripled the cost 
of health insurance to the uninsured 
and the self-employed. Putting the 
government in charge of your health 
care is not the kind of reform that 
North Carolinians can afford.

My goal is not only to make sure 
that every American has health in-
surance, but to ensure that it is at 
least equal in quality to that enjoyed 
by members of Congress. This week, 
I will introduce a bill that includes 
reforms to actually put money in the 
hands of everyday Americans – re-
gardless of income or employer – to 
purchase health insurance. To date, 
only health care experts have been 
asked to review this piece of legis-
lation. Clearly, the author of your 
opinion editorial did not fall into 
that classification. 

We don’t need to spend more or 
make the government bigger to do this. 
The problem in health care today is that 
Americans aren’t getting enough value 
for their dollars. We spend nearly twice 
what other industrialized nations spend 
on health care per person, yet we are 
not twice as healthy.

The American people deserve bet-
ter. We can achieve universal access to 
quality, affordable health care but we 
don’t have to bankrupt our children 
with trillions more in debt or impose 
massive tax hikes to do it.

U.S. Sen. Richard Burr

 letters

Council.

julie mcclintock

At times, grassroots actions can ad-
vance community dialogue about local 
problems better than official meetings. 
This happened on May 3, when over 
100 Chapel Hill and Carrboro citizens 
exchanged ideas about traffic concerns 
and transportation solutions with other 
citizens, members of the Chapel Hill 
Town Council and UNC officials, at a 
single-issue meeting, “Carolina North: 
Don’t Get Stuck in Traffic.” Neighbors 
for Responsible Growth (NRG) facili-
tated six neighborhood focus groups 
and conducted an online survey, which 
was completed by nearly 600 citizens 
from over 50 neighborhoods in advance 
of the community forum. All the con-
cerns, ideas and solutions and the final 
report can be found at nrg-nc.net. 

While some of the recommenda-
tions in the NRG report already enjoy 
the support of Chapel Hill Town and 
university officials, many will require 
additional discussion and anticipated 
action from the Chapel Hill Town 
Council, the regulatory body for the 
first phase of Carolina North. The 
overriding concern we heard from ev-
eryone was what can be done about the 
severe traffic congestion predicted for 
traveling to work, schools and stores in 
northern Chapel Hill and Carrboro. 
Carrboro neighborhoods too voiced 
their concerns. The future Carolina 
North campus, twice the size of South-
point, will cause significant traffic 
congestion on many streets, including 

Martin Luther King, Seawell School, 
Homestead, Piney Mountain and Es-
tes Drive.

Based on the suggestions and sur-
veys, we recommend four key points 
that must be put in the Development 
Agreement (the contract between 
UNC and the Town of Chapel Hill) 
to maintain public involvement and to 
retain our ability to move and work in 
our community: 

1. Mandate public transit. Set park-
ing limits for the new campus to re-
quire us to rely on (mass) transit, not 
automobiles. Current Chapel Hill 
recommendations for adding turning 
lanes and extra buses and encouraging 
more bikers simply are not adequate to 
keep us mobile.

2. Ensure public participation. Re-
quire public participation around each 
transportation impact analysis (TIA), 
short-range transit plans and other key 
milestones in the transportation plan-
ning process. Appoint a citizen liaison 
to coordinate communication between 
local neighborhoods, the towns and the 
university on issues pertaining to Caroli-
na North development. Make the Town 
of Carrboro a more active participant 
in transportation planning decisions re-
lated to Carolina North. An open and 
vigorous dialogue promotes confidence 
in local governance and the process, and 
will set a positive precedent for public 
participation throughout the build-out 
of Carolina North. 

3. Develop a bike and walking plan 
now. Biking and walking facilities are 

expensive and need to be built into the 
agreement and tied to building occu-
pancy so all parties are committed to 
the implementation of these improve-
ments. Town congestion and traffic 
studies demonstrate that only an ag-
gressive commitment to building dedi-
cated facilities for bike and pedestrian 
transit will enable us to move people 
around safely. 

4. Ensure safeguards for neighbor-
hoods. Agree to conduct a new TIA 
every three years, instead of five, during 
the build-out of this first phase for Car-
olina North. Doing so will ensure that 
the planners’ assumptions are corrected 
and updated more frequently to avoid 
unaddressed traffic problems. Ensure 
that transportation improvements out-
lined in the most recent TIA are fully 
implemented before new buildings are 
occupied at Carolina North. You can 
see the entire report at nrg-nc.net for the 
remainder of the recommendations.

NRG will present these points to 
the UNC Board of Trustees at the last 
scheduled joint town-gown discus-
sion on Carolina North. If you want 
to be part of the solution, contact your 
elected officials in Chapel Hill and 
Carrboro and join us on May 21 at 7 
p.m. at Extraordinary Ventures, 200 
South Elliot Road, site of the former 
gas company. 

Become involved in your future!

Julie McClintock is a member of the 
Neighbors for Responsible Growth and a 
former member of the Chapel Hill Town 

For the record

Don’t believe the hype
Finally a Carrboro Board of Aldermen 

meeting gets wide coverage and, we’re 
sorry to say, we’re the cause of it all.

There’s been a good deal of tut-tutting 
about The Citizen’s successful application 
to the town’s revolving loan program.

There’s an implication that because we 
qualified and got a small business loan 
we are somehow tainted, on the dole, in 
cahoots or worse.

Don’t you believe it.
In 2007, we saw an opportunity to start 

a newspaper because Carrboro was being 
covered less and less. Now, in 2009, we are 
seeing demand for our paper in Chapel 
Hill, North Chatham and Hillsborough 
on the rise for the same reason.

In difficult economic times and in a 
tight credit market, we opted to work 
with a town-sponsored program that has 
been successful in helping dozens of other 
small businesses. The money came with no 
strings and no winks and the loan, taxpay-
ers, is 100 percent-plus secured.

We’re sorry about the distraction and 
now intend to get on with reporting 
on town budgets, county  solid waste 
policy, mental health needs and 20 or 
30 other things.

The goal here is a solid community 
newspaper. Nothing more. And, certainly, 
nothing less.

The coming fight over 
health care

On the heels of a pledge of cooperation 
between providers and the government on 
reducing health care costs comes a much 
less friendly indication that health care 
reform will be a down-and-dirty fight.

This week, the Washington Post got 
ahold of storyboards for three commer-
cials being planned by Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of North Carolina. As the Post 
article notes, “The insurer paints a picture 
of a future system in which patients wait 
months for appointments and can’t choose 
their own doctors.”

BCBS/NC appears to be taking direct 
aim at a key provision in the health care 
reform plan that would allow individuals 
to purchase a public plan.

Quite naturally, private insurers are 
not keen on a low-cost public plan and are 
trying to portray it in the least flattering 
light. What is galling about the BCBS 
effort is that the company has done quite 
well for itself since it started running the 
health care plan for state employees. That 
plan — overpriced, deep in the hole and 
driving out healthy young subscribers at 
an astonishing rate — has proven to be 
a burden to taxpayers and the people it’s 
designed to cover. And thanks to powerful 
lobbying and a lot of campaign contribu-
tions, the deal between BCBS and the 
taxpayers is not only lucrative but treated 
as something of a state secret.

Now some of BCBS’s hard-earned cash 
is being put to use to knock down one of the 
truly affordable aspects of health care reform.

This is just a taste of what’s to come. 
Drug companies, HMOs and health 
insurers are going to fight this reform 
hard. BCBS has already shown their cards 
by hiring Raleigh-based Capstrat to put 
together the commercials highlighted by 
the Post.

They will try to frighten us, of course, 
by leading us to believe that a system that 
is already a mess and has left tens of mil-
lions of people without insurance could be 
even worse.

The really frightening thing is that by 
bombarding the airwaves with slick ads 
and dolling out the campaign cash they 
might once again win.



The Carrboro Citizen	t hursday, MAY 21, 2009 7

MILLHOUSE
from page 1

One point of conten-
tion is whether Mill-
house Road lies within 
the historic Rogers-Eu-
banks community. Com-
missioner Barry Jacobs 
said at Thursday night’s 
meeting that it was his 
understanding that 
community members 
and county officials had 
agreed upon the bound-
aries some years ago, and 
that Millhouse wasn’t 
within them. 

But members of 
RENA disagree.

RENA co-chair Rev. 
Robert Campbell read 
a resolution to the com-
missioners during the 
time allotted Tuesday 
night for citizen input, 
stating that “boundaries 
are not just some lines 
on a map. The social and 
cultural connections are 
what establish the fellow-
ship which builds and 
binds communities for 
generations.” 

Campbell presented 
a packet of documents 
to the commissioners, 
which included newspa-
per articles chronicling 
the joint efforts, since 
1972, of Millhouse and 
Rogers-Eubanks resi-
dents against the landfill 
and landfill extension.

’A war zone’
“We feel like we’re 

in a war zone,” Judy 
Nunn-Snipes told the 
commission. Snipes is 
the daughter of longtime 
Rogers-Eubanks com-
munity member Ger-
trude Nunn, whose fam-
ily has lost land owned 
for generations to the 
landfill.

“We consider this site 

as insult to injury to a 
community that doesn’t 
deserve it,” Snipes said.  

Charlie Viles, vice chair 
of the Emerson Waldorf 
School board, also spoke 
during the public com-
ments session. Viles point-
ed out that the school’s 
land adjacent to the sug-
gested site includes a gar-
den and a playing field for 
soccer and frisbee. 

Viles said that the 
Millhouse location 
should be opposed based 
on traffic and environ-
mental considerations 
and in fairness to those 
who’ve lived in proxim-
ity to the landfill.

The location that 
emerged from the county’s 
transfer station site-search 
process – an 147-acre tract 
off N.C. 54 in the White 
Cross community – re-
mains on the table, and 
consideration of the Mill-
house site will run parallel 
to that process.

Tuesday’s unanimous 
vote (Nelson wasn’t pres-
ent) to take the Mill-
house Road site under 
consideration means 
that county staff will 
now make a preliminary 
analysis of the site and re-
turn with its findings on 
June 16. Commissioner 
Alice Gordon agreed to 
allowing further study 
with the stipulation that 
the site be subjected to 
the same criteria that has 
been used throughout 
the process. 

After the recommen-
dation was made, Cor-
nelius Kirschner, a Mill-
house Road resident since 
1972, approached Camp-
bell and shook his hand.

“We’re one communi-
ty divided by a landfill,” 
Kirschner said. Camp-
bell concurred.

Ristin Cooks
Ristin Cooks, 41, of Cha-

tham County died Sunday (May 
17, 2009) at her home.

She was buried on her farm 
on Monday. A celebration of Ris-
tin’s life will be held at 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 23 at Castle Rock 
Gardens, followed by a potluck.

Ristin was born in Fayette-
ville on April 9, 1968 and was 
a graduate of the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
A fixture at the Carrboro Farm-
ers’ Market, Ristin was a farmer, 
a writer, a carpenter and a dear 
friend and inspiration to many. 
Survivors include Patrick Walsh, 
Susan Cooks, James Cooks, Mi-
chael Cooks and others, too nu-
merous to name here.

Donations should be made to 
Heifer International.

Gloria Colleen 
Drum Evans

Gloria Colleen Drum Evans 
of Lancaster, S.C. died May 19. 
She was 77.

She was raised in Granite 
Falls, N.C., the daughter of 
Quince Fred Drum and Rosa 
Mae Houston Drum, and moved 
to Charlotte in 1950. She worked 
for Southern Bell Telephone Co. 
(now BellSouth) for 33 years be-
fore retiring in 1987. She moved 
to Lancaster in 1985. She was a 
member of Taylors Grove Baptist 
Church in Lancaster.

Survivors include four sons, 
Dennis L. Evans and his wife, Jo, 
of Charlotte; Kenneth Don Ev-
ans and his wife, Nancy Oates, 
of Chapel Hill; Martin L. Evans 
and his wife, Donna, of Lan-
caster; and Michael P. Evans of 
Charlotte; two sisters, Brenda 
Kirby of Granite Falls, N.C. and 
Shirley Lail of Dudley Shoals, 
N.C.; a brother, Mack Drum of 
Utahville, S.C.; four grandsons 
and two great-grandchildren. 

A memorial service is 
planned.

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Taylors Grove Bap-
tist Church, 2382 Charlotte 
Hwy., Lancaster, S.C., 29720 or 
to a charity of choice.

Arrangements are by Lancast-
er Funeral Home and Cremation 
Service.

Ralph Allen
Ralph Allen of Fearrington 

Village entered into rest Mon-
day, May 11th, 2009, at UNC 
Hospitals. He was born Decem-
ber 11th, 1923 to Ralph and 
Florence Snook Allen in Mace-
don, New York.

He was educated in the Engi-
neer School of The Army Divi-
sion, WWII at Forts Belvoir and 
Hood, the University of Roch-
ester and the Rochester Institute 
of Technology. He was a Re-
search Scientist at Garlock Pack-
ing Company in Palmyra, New 
York, and Uniroyal Chemical in 

Nanatuck, Connecticut. He au-
thored books and articles pub-
lished here and abroad.

Mr. Allen served his church-
es in Palmyra, Naugatuck 
and Chapel Hill in several 
capacities. He was a member 
of the Palmyra , later Drum-
lin Square Lodge F&.A..M.  
#1180 and in the Fearrington 
Golf Club. He volunteered for 
the United Way.

Mr. Allen is survived by his 
wife of 64 years, Clara, of the 
home; sons, Mark(April), of Wa-
terbury Connecticut and Paul of 
the home; sisters Annabelle Crane 
of Hudson Florida and Barbara 
Wixson of Farmington, New 
York; a brother, Phillip G. Allen 
of Clifton Springs, New York; a 
sister-in-law, Shirley B. Singer of 
N. Syracuse, New York; a brother-
in-law, Arthur (Marjorie) Bates, 
of Clifton Park, New York; and 
several nieces and nephew, and 
cousins. He was predeceased by 
his parents and three brothers.

A memorial service will be 
Thursday, May 28th, 2009 at 3 
p.m. at the Gathering Place, Fear-
rington Village.

Contributions may be made to 
one of the following: University 
Presbyterian Church in Chapel 
Hill, The United Way of Pitts-
boro, Fearrington Cares or char-
ity of choice.

Arrangements are by Walker’s 
of Chapel Hill and Stevens Fu-
neral Home of Marion, NY.

Obituaries

cryptoquote answer:
 I just can’t get over how much babies cry.  I really had no idea what I was getting into.  

To tell you the truth, I thought it would be more like getting a cat. 
 - Anne Lamott, book-writing breeder
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s Cliff’s Meat Market

sizzlin’ savings

corona extra, negra modelo, pacifico, budweiser!

We have 
Boar’s Head 

Deli Meats 
and Cheeses!

100 West Main st., Carrboro
919-942-2196 Mon-sat 9am-6pm

Debit
& EBT

Prices good thru 5/28/09

Cut to orDer 
Angus rib eye 

$6.99/lb

Cackalacky 
Sauce 

$3.99/bottle

Hoop 
Cheese
$4.99/lb

All NAturAl 
Ground Chuck 

$2.99/lb

MADe DAily

Fresh Country 
Sausage
$1.99/lb

Cut to order 
Pork Chops 

CeNter Cut 
$2.99/lb

FreSH DAily
Boneless, skinless 

Chicken Breasts 
$2.69/lb

Chorizo 
Sausage
$2.99/lb

garden design &
landscape contracting

919.444.1958
www.birdsongdesign.com

Pete Lucey   NC Contractor #1647

Quality, detailed cleaning with 
your preferences in mind.

Trustworthy, reliable, own 
equipment, great rates.

Long-term original clients
since 1992

Service above and
beyond “the basics”

Clean house + happiness 
guaranteed!

Closing libraries a huge mistake
Alexandra Brown

I would like to comment on the 
proposed closure of the Carrboro 
Branch Library and the Cedar Grove 
Branch Library. I was employed 
at CBL from 1996 to 2003 and at 
CGBL in 2007-08. My experience 
working at these two facilities gives 
me unique insight into the vital role 
they play in the communities they 
serve. 

At the Cedar Grove Branch, the 
collection might be small, but it is 
comprehensive. Parents and their 
small children enjoy the wonderful 
storytimes provided by Isabel Jack-
son. When I worked there, our busiest 
time was after school when teenagers 
would come to use the computers for 
school projects or to catch up with 
friends. Later, their extended families 
would join them to check out books 
and maybe a movie for the family to 
watch together. These kids, and in 
many cases their parents, did not have 
transportation. We also had several 

people who came in daily to use the 
computers to apply online for jobs. 
Most of these people did not have 
computers or Internet access at home. 
In fact, at least at that time, the library 
was the only place in that community 
that had public high-speed Internet. 
If there were no library there to serve 
them, they would simply have to do 
without. 

At the Carrboro Branch, the fa-
cility and the collection are much 
larger (and the county suggests giv-
ing the collection away if the library 
closes!), and many, many more will 
be disenfranchised if the library 
closes. People who work during 
the day cannot use the Cybrary for 
computer access. Not everyone can 
easily get to Chapel Hill Public Li-
brary, and CHPL has already stated 
that they cannot handle the traf-
fic they have now. If CBL closes, 
they are certain to institute a steep 
charge for people who live out-
side the municipality, which will 
be prohibitively expensive for the 

very people who need library ser-
vices the most. They cannot afford 
a computer or Internet. They can-
not buy books for themselves or for 
their children. They cannot afford 
to pay for entertainment, which is 
provided free at the library in the 
way of storytimes and other fam-
ily programming, as well as DVDs 
which may be borrowed free of 
charge (the latter being something 
not offered by CHPL).

Why is this even being consid-
ered? The answer is the county made 
a spectacular mistake. Without in-
put from the community, or even 
the Library Task Force, they passed 
the building of a new library facil-
ity in Hillsborough without thought 
for how they would fund the extra 
staffing required by its faulty design. 
And now they want the citizens of 
southwest Orange County and Ce-
dar Grove, and even Chapel Hill 
(if CBL closes, I suspect it won’t be 
much fun to fight the crowds there), 
to suffer for their mistake. 

It goes without saying that there 
is no free transportation to Hill-
sborough. So while the relatively 
small community of Hillsborough 
will enjoy their lovely new library, 
many, many more will be left with 
nothing. I live in White Cross. It 
takes me 15 to 20 minutes to get 
to the Hillsborough Library, 20 to 
25 to get to the CHPL, but less 
than 10 to get to CBL. I urge all 
citizens of Orange County to take 
action. Don’t let them get away 
with this. Don’t let the Orange 
County Board of Commission-
ers determine who shall have and 
who shall have not. We all have a 
right to equal government servic-
es. Please spread the word. Write 
the members of the commission. 
Attend as many meetings as you 
can. Speak up for yourselves and 
the people in our community who 
may not be as fortunate as you. 

Alexandra Brown is the Treasurer 
of the Friends of the Carrboro Library.

Carrboro Branch a vital resource
Graig Meyer

The county manager’s recom-
mendation to close the Carrboro 
and Cedar Grove library branches 
is preposterous. The fact that the 
idea came from the library director 
is absolutely baffling.

The Carrboro Branch Library 
means a lot to my family. We use it 
at least two or three times a week. My 
young sons enjoy storytime and crafts 
on Saturday mornings. My daughter 
goes there for tutoring on Mondays. 
My wife’s reading selections come en-
tirely from this branch. The branch 
has a circulation of about 5,000 mate-
rials a month.

One of our county commissioners 
asked me if we wouldn’t just use the 
new Hillsborough Library. Since we 
live in the White Cross area, it takes 
us less than 10 minutes to get to the 
Carrboro Branch. It would take 25 to 
get to Hillsborough and it’s about the 
same to get to the Chapel Hill Library.

Speaking of which, the Friends 
of the Chapel Hill Library should be 
the biggest allies of those hoping to 
keep the Carrboro Branch open. We 
all know the Chapel Hill Library sup-
porters want a bigger space or another 
branch. If the Carrboro Library gets 
closed, it’s the Chapel Hill Library that 
will see the largest increase in patron-
age, not the new Hillsborough facility.

Branch libraries are usually devel-
oped to serve a specific geographic 
community. The Carrboro Branch 
was developed to serve that town 
and the southwest section of the 
county. My guess is that those of us 
in the lower rural region mostly ori-
ent ourselves toward Carrboro and 
Chapel Hill because N.C. 54 is our 
main thoroughfare. We’re not so 
inclined to drive 15 miles to Hills-
borough when it’s easier and closer 
to head into Carrboro. Clearly, the 
patrons from Carrboro would head 
to the Chapel Hill Library rather 
than to Hillsborough.

Closing the Cedar Grove Branch 
may be an even sillier idea. In rural ar-
eas all over the country, the local library 
branch is one of the main resources and 
gathering places. Government invests 
in libraries in these places to build civic 
community and to stimulate intellec-
tual resources. Cedar Grove probably 
needs a branch even more than re-
source-rich Carrboro does.

So why would a library director 
recommend closing two branches? 
This is like a school district super-
intendent recommending closing a 
school. You only do that when it’s the 
last possible solution. 

In this case, the library director and 
county manager have put the com-
missioners in a classic double-bind. 
They’re saying, if you want us to fully 
staff our brand new flagship library, 
we’ve got to close branches. If you 
don’t close branches, the new library 
will suffer. The cynic in me wonders 
if they know that the commissioners 
would not be inclined to close branch-

es. Are the library director and county 
manager playing a shrewd political 
game, where they hope to have their 
cake and eat it too? 

If they really think the branches 
are unnecessary, they need to make 
that case. If not, my assumption 
is that they’re just playing a game, 
provoking public outrage that will 
keep the branches open without 
drastic cuts to the Hillsborough Li-
brary budget. 

Someone’s got to take a cut this 
year, and, realistically, all of the library 
branches probably have to reduce ser-
vices. But there are lots of solutions 
besides closing branches. Reduce 
hours. Reallocate staff resources. De-
lay new acquisitions. Library users 
can adjust our expectations for ser-
vice at the branches, and at the end 
of the year we’ll still have a library in 
Carrboro and Cedar Grove. 

Graig Meyer lives in the White 
Cross area.
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Illustration by Phil Blank

in season

Bo Fader

933-6609
200 West Main St., Carrboro 
Intelligent Service for Imported Automobiles
autologiconline.comAUTO LOGIC

Join us in welcoming Bo to our award 
winning customer service team!

Earn $30 to participate in a brief, confidential interview,
childcare and transportation provided!

We want to learn about how we can help families with a problem 
drinking parent raise healthy children. Our goal is to design a 
program to help such families, and we want to get input from 
family members themselves. The interview (1.5 hours) will be
held on UNC’s campus in a convenient and confidential location.

You may be eligible for the study if you are at least 18 years old,
you or your partner have a problem with drinking, and you
have a child under the age of 18.

If you are interested or have any questions 
contact us at familiesfirst@unc.edu

or call: 919-843-7266

Are you or your partner
struggling with
problematic drinking?

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

P045151  4/04

Matt Phillips, Agent
73 South Elliott Road
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Bus: 919-929-9552
matt.phillips.qug2@statefarm.commatt.phillips.qug2@statefarm.com

Sat: 7am-Noon • Wed: Now open 3:30-6:30pm
Thurs at Southern Village starts May 7 @ 3:30-6:30pm

What’s at Market?
Check out what’s at the Year-
Round Farmers’ Market:

Sugar  snaps, strawberries, 
asparagus, summer squash, new po-
tatoes, greenhouse tomatoes, green-
house cucumbers, leeks, cauliflower, 
lettuce, hydroponic basil, chard, spring 
onions, pac choy, flour, onions, garlic, 
arugula, beets, broccoli, watercrest, cabbage, rad-
ishes, winter squashes, collards, fresh 
herbs, kale, leeks, mustard greens, salad greens, spinach, sweet 
potatoes, turnips, turnip greens, winter squashes, pecans, herb 
and vegetable starters, flowers such as anemones, sweet Wil-
liams, ranunculus, tulips, poppies, bachelor buttons, snap dragons, 
agrostema, freesia, pussy willows, ranunculus chicken-sausage, 
maple sausage, smoked ham, smoked ham hocks, liverwurst, 
lamb, bacon, chicken, eggs, cow’s milk cheeses, breads, doughnuts, 
tortes, pies, cakes, jams, and relishes

Swiss Chard Casserole (Serves 4-6)
From Kelly Clark, Market Staff
1 3/4 lb Swiss chard, wash thoroughly, strip leaves from stalks, re-
serve leaves, and discard stalks
2 Small onions, chopped
2 Cloves garlic, minced
2 Tablespoons olive oil
1/2 Cup raisins, plumped in 1 cup hot chicken stock or hot water
1/4 Cup Kalamata olives, pitted and finely chopped
4 oz. Feta, crumbled
1/4 Cup pine nuts, toasted in a skillet until golden
2 Eggs, beaten
1/2 Tablespoon flour

Salt and pepper to taste
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Heat olive oil in a large pan. Add 

onions and sauté over medium heat until soft. Add garlic and cook 
2 minutes. Add chard by the handful, tossing to coat with oil and al-
lowing leaves to wilt before adding more. Continue until all chard has 
been added to pan. Cook 5 – 10 minutes, chard should be tender 
not crunchy or mushy. Add salt and pepper to taste.

Drain chard, onion and garlic in colander. Push down with a large 
spoon to remove as much liquid as possible. Place drained chard on 
cutting board and chop into bite size pieces.

Put chard in bowl. Drain raisins, discarding the stock or water. 
Add raisins, olives, feta and pine nuts to the chard. Toss to incorpo-
rate. Add eggs and flour. Mix well and pour into casserole. 
Bake for 30 minutes.

Park dedication and 
trail work

The dedication day for South-
ern Community Park is June 6 
from 10 a.m. to noon and will fea-
ture music, food and a tour.

The Chapel Hill Parks and 
Recreation department is asking 
for volunteers to sign up to help 
build a hiking trail that day from 
Dogwood Acres Drive to the gre-
enway near Scroggs School. Trail 
builders are asked to bring a stiff 
rake, loppers and work gloves and 
to wear appropriate clothes and 
footwear.

Work will start about 1 
p.m. and volunteers are to 
meet at the Dogwood Acres 
Drive parking lot.
Canning classes

The Chatham County agri-
culture extension office is offer-
ing a two-day seminar on food 
preservation on June 2 and 3 with 
classes offered at either 10 a.m. or 
6 p.m. each day.

Participants are asked to pre-
register. The fee is $20 and in-
cludes the latest edition of the Ball 
Blue Preserving Book.

For more information, contact 
Phyllis Smith, FCS Extension 
Agent, at 542-8202.
Sludge forum

The Blue Ridge Environmental 
Defense League and the Center 
for Health, Environment & Jus-
tice will host a public meeting on 
the risks to public health and the 
environment from spreading sew-
age sludge from wastewater treat-
ment plants on farmlands. The 

meeting will be on June 4 from 7 
to 9 p.m. at the Cane Creek Bap-
tist Church Activities Center on 
Orange Grove Road and is free 
and open to the public. 

Speakers include Stephen Les-
ter, science director for the Center 
for Health, Environment & Jus-
tice; Elaine Chiosso, Haw River-
keeper and executive director of 
the Haw River Assembly; Andy 
McElmurray, a Georgia dairy 
farmer who lost hundreds of heads 
of cattle and thousands of acres of 
productive farmland due to sewage 
sludge; and Myra Dotson, an Or-
ange County resident and chair of 
the newly formed Sewage Sludge 
Action Network, Orange County.
Burrito Bash

This month’s Burrito Bash 
fundraiser at the General Store in 
Pittsboro promises to be a drag.

The event, hosted by the Cha-
tham County Artists Guild and 
the Abundance Foundation, is 
calling on all local drag queens 

and kings to come out to support 
the Abundance Foundation’s ef-
forts to increase awareness on sus-
tainable energy and local food.

The event is on June 2 from 6 to 
9 p.m. and features music by gui-
tarist Joey Howell, a drag queen 
show and a silent and live auction.
Green Classes

Central Carolina Community 
College’s Green Building and 
Renewable Energy Program is 
offering a variety of classes dur-
ing the spring and summer in 
green construction and renew-
able energy.

Classes include:
• State and National Stan-

dards Overview — a detailed 
introduction to state and na-
tional residential green building 
and energy efficiency standards.

• Green Home Construc-
tion/Alternative Energy — the 
basic components of residential 
wood-frame construction with 
an emphasis on energy efficien-

cy and integration of renewable 
energy technologies.

• Introduction to Renewable 
Energy — the basics of wind, 
hydro and solar power.

• Introduction to Sustainable 
Communities — the principles of 
sustainability as they apply to our 
local communities.

To register or for more infor-
mation, call 542-6495, ext 223.
Agfest

The Got to Be N.C. Festival 
— the state’s annual agriculture 
festival — runs May 29 to 31 at 
the state fairgrounds in Raleigh.

In addition to a carnival, a lo-
cal food expo, a barbecue cook-off 
and antique tractors, this year’s 
festival includes two free music 
stages, North Carolina wineries in 
the Food and Wine Expo, a classic 
car show, daily tractor parades, a 
Harley Davidson motorcycle show 
and lawn mower racing.

Briefs

Ristin Cooks, 1968 - 2009
As the Wednesday afternoon Farm-

ers’ Market at Carrboro Town Com-
mons readied to open, there were many 
indications of the abundance of the sea-
son. But many of those setting up shop 
were there with a heavy heart.

Ristin Cooks of Castle Rock Gar-
dens passed away this week after a long 
battle with cancer.

Market manager Sarah Black-
lin choked back tears as she recalled 
Cooks’ tenacity, outspokenness and the 
way she approached farming.

“Her motto was ‘No Chemicals, No 
Pesticides, No Icky Stuff,’” Blacklin said. 
“That was very much Ristin.” 

Cooks hadn’t been to market since 
January, she said, and many held out 
hope that one day she’d return. “We 
kept her spot open for her.”

Alex Hitt of Peregrine Farms said 
Cooks sharp mind was evident when she 
took his vegetable and produce class.

“She was the one who asked probing 
questions from the very first day,” he said.

Cooks was among the large contin-
gent of local farmers who traveled to 
Slow Food International’s Terre Madre 
exposition in Turin, Italy. Hitt said he’ll 
always remember her “sitting in the piaz-
za in the rain writing post cards home.”

Elise Margoles of Elysian Fields farm 
said she admired her friend’s fortitude. 
“I respect how strong she was,” she said.

A celebration of Cooks’ life will be 
held at 3 p.m. Saturday at Castle Rock 
Gardens. (An obituary is on page 7.) 
The public is invited, with a potluck 
to follow.
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real estate 
& classifieds

Place YOUR ad at www.carrborocitizen.com/classifieds 24/7!!

FREE 
WEB 
LISTING!
Your classified ad will be published on our 
high-traffic website just as it appears in 
the printed version of The Carrboro Citizen

CLASSIFIED RATES 
$5.00/issue for up to 15 words. Words over 15: 

$0.35/word/issue. Place your classified ad online 
until MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

Support 
your 

local
advertisers!

open memorial day weekend

Carr Mill Mall
fashion ~ unique gifts ~ galleries ~ jewelry

dining ~ specialty foods ~ fine fabrics

200 north greensboro street in carrboro
 at the corner of weaver street ~ carrmillmall.com

ali cat
cvs

elmo’s diner
fedora

fleet feet
harris teeter

head over heels
jewelworks

katie’s pretzels
mehera shaw

miel bon bons

mulberry silk
the original ornament
the painted bird
panzanella
rita’s italian ices
sofia’s
stephen white gallery
townsend, bertram & co
uptown nature
weaver st. market & cafe
wootini

Homes for Sale

A space for everyone can be 
found in this large Chapel Hill home. 
4 BRs, 3rd floor gameroom, screen-
porch, oversized garage. Dramatic 
topography in backyard. $467,500 
Weaver Street Realty 929-5658 

Contemporary home minutes 
to campus. 9’ ceilings, cove light-
ing, designer kitchen, bamboo floors, 
leather floor in study, gynormous 
screened porch looks out over pri-
vate yard. Other unique details too 
numerous to mention. $495,000 
Weaver Street Realty 929-5658 

fantastic setting! You’ll feel 
far from in-town Chapel Hill. Ador-
able brick home w/glorious 640 sq. ft. 
studio. Updated kitchen & bath, sky-
lights, hardwood floors. Fully land-
scaped with native plants. $285,000 
Weaver Street Realty 929-5658 

Great value! 3BR home on 
4.23ac. Fantastic kitchen with high-
end appliances, tile & laminate 
floors, formal dining room. 50’ back 
deck with hot tub overlooks woods. 
4 car garage for all you collectors out 
there. $259,000 Weaver Street Re-
alty 929-5658 

lush gardens surround this 
home west of Carrboro. 4 acres with 
perennials, berry bushes, flowering 
trees. Inside you’ll find vaulted ceil-
ings, skylights, large rooms. Deck, 
gazebo, 2 car finished garage. 
$268,000 Weaver Street Realty 929-
5658 

Model Now For Sale! 
3 BD, 3 full and 2 half BA. 3,068 sq 
ft. $374,900.
Rose Walk: New Custom Town-
homes by local builder, Homescape 
Building Company. Other units avail-
able priced from the $290’s. 2-3 bed-
rooms. 2.5 - 3.5 baths. Garages. 1.5 
miles to Downtown Carrboro. Cha-
pel Hill/ Carrboro Schools. Walk to 
UNC Park and Ride and University 
Lake. Gold Winner - 2008 Parade of 
Homes! Prudential YSU Neighbor-
hood Marketing. 919-928-9006. 

NEW CUSTOM HOME IN CHAPEL 
HILL Near the Oaks and Meadow-
mont. Exquisite details. Close to 
schools. 4 BR, 2.5 BA, 2C garage. 
2,925 sf. MLS 1621009 $398,500 
Blenheimwoods.com 929-7772 

townhome with yard! Yes, you 
get your own.73ac yard when you 
buy this N. Chatham TH. Inside is all 
fixed up with bamboo floors, granite 
counters, new carpet & snazzy bath-
room. But, the real treat is the set-
ting. Trees, multi-level deck, work-
shop & gardens. $155,000 Weaver 
Street Realty 929-5658 

Office Space for 
Lease/Sale

For Sale Or Lease Office 
space at 302 W Weaver St Carrboro. 
Can be 1 large space with 790sf & 
5 offices ($1225/ month lease) or 2 
smaller spaces, one 3 offices ($650/ 
month lease, $89,000 purchase 
price) and one with 2 offices ($600/ 
month lease, $78,500 purchase 
price.) High speed internet included 
with leased spaces, shared kitchen. 
Call Steve or John @ 919-942-0077 

Yard Sales

YOUR YARD SALE WON’T BE A 
GAME of chance if you advertise it 
with a Carrboro Citizen classified ad! 
Put your message in front of over 
11,000 readers every Thursday - just 
in time for the weekend. It’s quick, af-
fordable and easy! Go to carrboroc-
itizen.com and click on “classifieds.” 

Help Wanted

PROGRAM ASSISTANT 
Children’s and Family Programs 
Assistant: Part-time (25 hrs). The 
ArtsCenter is seeking an assis-
tant to help administer its arts 
programming for youth. Duties in-
clude serving as liaison with area 
schools, database management, 
events management, processing 
payments, and assisting with pro-
gram publicity. Interest in youth 
arts programming and outreach is 
a must! Please send resume and 
cover letter to Brooke Kesterson, 
The ArtsCenter, 300-G East Main 
St, Carrboro NC 27510 or email 
to childrensprograms @artscenter 
live.org. Deadline: June 4th. 

Services

MIRACLE FRUIT TABLETS 
www.miracle-fruit-tablets.com Froot-
ies: Food Tripping Makes Sour Foods 
Sweet - Helps Chemo Patients Eat.
Fun, organic. Temporarily changes 
taste receptors on tongue. Auth. Re-
tailer $14.95. 919-732-1288 ladykin-
gel@nc.rr.com 

Wholistic facials Cori Roth, 
Licensed Esthetician(#E3914) & 
Certified Dr. Hauschka Esthetician. 
Offering facials featuring lymph 
stimulation, aromatherapeutic 
compresses, decollete massage 
and treatments designed for spe-
cific skin conditions. Very healing 
and relaxing. Contact: 919-933-
4748 or divinerose55@gmail.com 

Classes / 
Instruction

Guitar lessons
Learning a musical instrument will 
enhance your mental well being and 
help keep your mind healthy! From 
beginner to experienced player, 
Bryon Settle can help you reach your 
musical potential. Bryon has been 
a professional musician for twenty 
eight years and has played with 
such notable bands as The Pressure 
Boys, Trailer Bride, Tift Merrit, Lud 
and Killer Filler. The teaching envi-
ronments are peaceful, comfortable 
spaces that are convenient to either 
downtown Hillsborough or downtown 
Durham. 919-644-2381 or email bw-
settle@gmail.com.

Youth classes 
at CRPD

Abrakadoodle Art - Date: May 30-July 
25 Ages: 20 mths-3 years; 3-5;6-12; 
Call for times. Fee: $100
Dance & Creative Movement - Date: 
June 1-29; Ages: 5-10 Time: 4:15-
5:15pm; Fee: $42
Dance Exploration - Date: May 
28-Jun 25 Ages: 5-10; Time: 4:30-
5:30pm; Fee: $42
Kids World Kitchen - Date: May 27-
June 24; Ages 9-13; Time: 4-5:15pm; 
Fee: $58
Young Gymnast - Date: May 26-June 
23; May 27-June 24; Ages 6-11; Call 
for times; Fee: $42
Chess - Date: June 6-July 18; Ages 
8-12 & 11 & up; Times: 10-11am & 
11:15-12:15pm; Fee: $42

Furniture

BRANCHING OUT Huge parking 
lot sale Friday, Saturday, Sunday. 
Vintage wicker, all kinds of furniture, 
small collectibles. 1215 East Franklin 
Street. 919-929-0708. 

CITIZEN 
CLASSIFIEDS 

WORK
FOR YOU!

All-star group looks at modern politics
The Great Hall of Univer-

sity Baptist Church will be 
the venue for what promises 
to be a lively discussion of 
modern politics.

The event, which begins 
at 7:30 p.m. today (May 21), 
is titled “Modern American 
Politics: Reform and Progress 
in the Post-Watergate Era” 
and is open to the public. Ad-
mission is free.

Sponsored by Common 
Cause North Carolina, the 
discussion will feature former 
UNC system President Wil-
liam Friday, former Carter 
Administration official and 
UNC professor Hodding 
Carter III, former News and 
Observer Publisher Frank 
Daniels, Jr. and Common 
Cause national president Bob 
Edgar. Gene Nichol, former 
dean of the UNC Law School 
and director of UNC’s Cen-

ter on Poverty, Work and Op-
portunity, is the moderator.

Edgar said he is excited 
about his visit to North 
Carolina.

“I look forward to sharing 
the stage at University Baptist 
Church with a group of peo-

ple who know about the value 
of the reform movement in 
strengthening our democ-
racy and achieving progres-
sive social change,” he said. 
Parking for the event is avail-
able behind the church.

— From Staff Reports

Bob Edgar
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A thousand words
by Jock Lauterer
Do you have an important old photo that you value? Send your 300 dpi scan to 
jock@email.unc.edu and include the story behind the picture. 
Because every picture tells a story. And its worth? A thousand words.

The Carrboro Cubs, 1954

Support Your Community Newspaper
Advertise in The Carrboro Citizen

Contact: Marty Cassady 919.942.2100 
marty@carrborocitizen.com

O
nce upon a diamond, Carrboro had its own semi-pro baseball team.  
The Carrboro Cubs, who played in old Lions Park off Fidelity Street 
(apartments these days) relied heavily on the stars from Chapel Hill 
High School baseball team. In this photo, the Cubs include (kneeling, left 
to right) Brownie Fitch, second base; James Smith, outfield; Frank Mead-

ows, shortstop; Billy Powell, pitcher; Mark Skinner, outfield; Lloyd McKnight, outfield; 
(standing, left to right) Jack Maultsby, catcher and manager; Mickey Sparrow, third 
base; Don Christopher, third base; Russell Perry, first base; Gerald Cheek, outfield; 
and Cal Crabtree, outfield. The late Roland Giduz made this photo and published it 
in his Chapel Hill News Leader in the spring of 1954. Long live the Cubs!

www.sun�owerstagedhomes.com

     sun�owerstager@gmail.com

919 323 2177 919-967-0078 www.NicheGardens.com

Monday-Saturday, 9-5 & Sunday 10-5
1111 Dawson Road (West of Carrboro, off Old Greensboro Hwy)

promoting sustainable gardening since 1986
native & unusual plants for the Southeastern garden
guided garden walk Saturdays @10 am, rain or shine
garden design services available

Gardens
Niche Now open 

7 days a week!

Studies have shown that weight-loss surgeries can lead to better health, which in 

turn leads to a higher quality of life and increased lifespan. So, on the second and 

fourth Tuesday of each month, join us for an information session to learn how 

these surgeries can help you or someone you care about. In the sessions, members 

of UNC Health Care’s team—one of the nation’s leading bariatric groups—will 

provide details on the options for weight-loss surgery and the benefits of UNC’s 

highly personalized approach.

L E A D I N G     T E A C H I N G      C A R I N G

Weight-loss Surgery Listening Sessions
Second and fourth Tuesday of each month

For locations and times, please call (866) 938-7177

www.unchealthcare.org

WEIGHT-LOSS SURGERy

ISN’T jUST AbOUT THE

POUNDS yOU LOSE, 

IT’S AbOUT THE LIFE

yOU GAIN.

UNC 11850_bariatric surgery_5.75x10.5.indd   1 4/7/09   9:33:33 AM

MILL

next week: on vacation

FLORA
from page 1

A thousand acres of 
swamps and fields and 
forests, to as far as I 
could see, were suddenly 
opened before me – a 
vast freedom of land and 
sky. The farm, only two 
miles southeast of Cha-
pel Hill, a city of 30,000, 
was near, yet isolated, a 
land few people knew. 
As I penetrated its old 
roads, I felt its loneli-
ness that I was to know 
by day through silences 
broken only by a hawk’s 
screaming or the shout-
ing of crows and by night 
through the moaning of 
owls and the barking of 
half-wild dogs and foxes. 
This was a wilderness of 
the land to match the 
wilderness of the heart.”

You just can’t para-
phrase that; John’s writ-
ing is that good!

For the next eight 
years, he roamed the 
fields and forests of Ma-
son Farm day and night. 
His written observations 
of the farm’s natural his-
tory rivaled his progress 
on the encyclopedia. En-
couraged and supported 
by friends and publish-
ers, a narrative of his 
Mason Farm adventures, 
From Laurel Hill to Siler’s 
Bog: The Walking Adven-
tures of a Naturalist was 
published in 1969, years 
before he completed 
that encyclopedia.

Viewing the penste-
mon fields last week, 
I walked in reverence, 
following John’s footsteps 
everywhere. I paused 
frequently, as he must 
have, to wonder at the 
sea of penstemons be-
fore me.

I call this penstemon 
Penstemon laevigatus, 
eastern beardtongue. 

Others insist it is P. 
digitalis, tall white beard-
tongue. Since it has 
characteristics of both 
species, it makes for 
engaging conversation 
whenever botanist types 
get together.

Whatever it’s called, 
it also makes a hand-
some garden plant. This 
penstemon is available 
at the Botanical Garden. 
You will enjoy growing it 
almost as much as seeing 
those fields, almost as 
much as reading John’s 
walking adventures 
around the farm.

this weekend
The Botanical Garden 

has scheduled a “From 
Laurel Hill to Siler’s Bog: 
In the footsteps of John 
Terres” walk this week-
end. There may still be 
time to register for it by 
calling 962-0522.

Photo by ken moore
Vast penstemon fields are just one of the attractions of a walk around Mason Farm.
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