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photo by ken moore
Zig-zag stem and arrow-shape leaves distinguish 
snakeroot. Note the tiny flower and flower bud at 
the base of the plant.

Snakeroot: 
Worth a walk in 
the woods

I
t’s just beginning to flower, 
so you have a week or two 
to go walking with “a closer 
look” to find it along wood’s 
edge, a stream bank, in piney 

woods or deciduous forests – it 
doesn’t seem to matter. What 
does matter is that you keep a 
keen eye along the path edges 
for this little plant that I’ve never 
observed standing more than 
eight inches above the ground 
– the snakeroot. 

The smallish plant’s zig-zag 
stem, usually leaning to one side, 
has four to eight narrow, arrow-
shaped leaves. The leaves are a 
little over an inch to three and a 
half inches long with a distinctive 
tapering point and a broad heart-
shape base. It is distinctive; once 
you spot it, you’ll most likely not 
forget it. 

To find the flower, you’ll have 
to drop down on hands and 
knees, another “belly botany” 
opportunity. Just ignore other 
folks on the trail, at least until 
you find the flower to share with 
them. A small hand magnifier will 
be really useful. Look closely at 
the very base of the stem. The 
little flower may be hidden under 
the leaf litter.

If you don’t spot the flower, be 
very careful in pulling back the 
litter. The flower is on a fragile 
thread-like peduncle. The flower, 
if open, looks a bit like Sherlock 
Holmes’ distinctive pipe. You are 
more likely familiar with the com-
mon Dutchman’s Pipe, Aristolo-
chia macrophylla, flowers hanging 
on those big heart-shaped leafy 
vines of the mountain forests.

SEE  FLORA  PAGE 12
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Remembering the fallen on Memorial Day 
recently . . . 
By Valarie Schwartz

When we remember that “kicked in 
the stomach” feeling of Sept. 11, 2001, 
we need to also remember something 
we didn’t personally experience — the 
reason we have a holiday coming up 
on Monday. 

 Memorial Day was started as our 
country strained to find measures for 
reconciliation following the “War Be-
tween the States,” which had torn us 
apart. The 3,000 lives lost on 9/11 pale 
in comparison to what we did to our-
selves over four horrible years, ending 
in 1865. 

Somewhere between 618,000 and 
700,000 Americans died during the 
Civil War. No state lost more than 
North Carolina, with an estimated 
20,602. 

The idea behind Memorial Day, 
officially begun in 1868, was to place 
flowers on the graves of both Union 
and Confederate soldiers buried at Ar-

lington National Cemetery. Of course 
the South, still stinging from its defeat, 
chose other days and ways to honor its 

dead until after World War I, when it 
joined the rest of the nation to honor 
Americans killed in any war. 

All of the wars in which we’ve 
fought since the Civil War combined 
do not total the losses in that one. 

Most of us will spend the holiday 
weekend with family and friends, in 
pools and boats, at lakes and beaches, 
grilling our food and skin as we begin 
to mellow into the lazy hazy days of 
summer. 

But the VFW and American Le-
gion veterans of our local posts have 
joined forces, as it were, to provide us 
ways to remember the veterans who 
died in battle. 

At 5 p.m. Friday, they will carpet 
the Chapel Hill Cemetery with over 
500 flags, as they launch a three-day 
weekend of commemoration to the 
veterans of war.

At 8 a.m. Saturday, veterans will 
commence a memorial ceremony 
at the cemetery with the playing of 
“Taps.” Throughout the weekend, 
veterans will watch over the gravesites 
and assist visitors. 

SEE  RECENTLY  PAGE 4

photo by Lee Heavlin
Graves at Chapel Hill Memorial Cemetery will be decorated with American flags on 
Friday in honor of Memorial Day.

Pedestrian deaths have many concerned

by Susan Dickson
Staff Writer

Orange County Manager Laura 
Blackmon recommended an 8.8-cent 
increase on the ad valorem tax rate at 
the board of county commissioners 
meeting on Tuesday. 

The increase would raise the ad va-
lorem tax rate to $1.038 per $100 of 
property valuation, representing a 9 per-
cent increase over the current 95-cent 
rate. The recommended $188.3 million 
budget is an 8.4 percent increase over 
last year’s approved budget. 

Under the proposed budget, for a 
$200,000 home the ad valorem tax 
would increase $176, to $2,076. 

According to Blackmon, one cent 

on the ad valorem tax rate would yield 
about $1.27 million in revenue, a 
minimal increase over last year’s $1.25 
million. 

This year’s budget is particularly 
challenging, Blackmon said, because 
the county is attempting to balance 
increased service demands with slug-
gish revenue growth. 

Blackmon also recommended in-
creasing the Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
special district tax by 2.65 cents, to 23 
cents per $100 of property valuation. 
For a $200,000 home, the proposed 
increase would cost about $53. 

One cent on the special district tax 
rate would yield about $809,000. 

According to Blackmon, debt-ser-
vice payments account for more than 

13 percent of the proposed budget. 
Since 1998, the county has autho-
rized $325 million in debt financing, 
and this year debt-service payments 
will reach more than $26 million. 

Blackmon said that because of 
unfunded needed facilities in the 
county, she does not expect debt-
service payments to decrease in 
coming years. The county is pro-
jected to open 11 facilities during 
the next year. 

In addition, Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
City Schools will open Morris Grove 
Elementary School and add a senior 
class to Carrboro High School next 
year. Blackmon recommended a $6.8 
million increase to funding for both 
school districts. 

Under the proposed budget, near-
ly half of the general fund budget 
would fund the Chapel Hill-Car-
rboro and Orange County school 
districts. 

 Several commissioners expressed 
concern that the proposed tax in-
crease was too high. 

“People are really hurting right 
now,” Commissioner Mike Nelson 
said. “An almost 9 cent tax increase 
in a recession is just something that’s 
not acceptable.” 

Board Chair Barry Jacobs recom-
mended that the county use some of 
its fund balance to supplement this 
year’s budget.

SEE  TAX RATE  PAGE 9

by Susan Dickson
Staff Writer

Last week, a young woman died 
after she was hit by a bus while jog-
ging on the UNC campus. Then on 
Saturday, another woman died after 
a car hit her while she was crossing 
Weaver Dairy Road. 

And in April, a man died after he 
was struck by a Town of Chapel Hill 
vehicle near the intersection of Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and 
Hillsborough Street. 

Lisa Carolyn Moran, 20, of Scotland, 
was hit by a Chapel Hill Transit bus on 
Manning Drive near South Columbia 
Street on May 15. She was an exchange 
student at UNC. 

According to the Chapel Hill Police 
Department, Moran “was found to have 
contributed to the collision by failing 
to yield to traffic.” Police investigations 
concluded that she lost her footing and 
slid under the bus. 

Moran was listening to an iPod at 
the time of the accident and there was 

no designated crosswalk at the point of 
impact, according to police. She was 
brought to UNC Hospitals, where she 
later died. 

Barbara Boone Sims, 38, was hit by 
a car on Weaver Dairy Road at the in-
tersection of Perkins Drive around 8:45 
p.m. on Saturday. According to police, 
Sims was homeless. She was pronounced 
dead at the scene of the accident. 

Police believe that when Sims was 
hit, she was trying to cross Weaver Dairy 
Road in an area that is not a designated 
crosswalk. 

The Chapel Hill Police Department 
is investigating the accident and asks 
anyone who witnessed the collision to 
contact Lt. Chuck Quinlan at 968-2760 
or cquinlan@townofchapelhill.org. 

On April 27, Clifton Walker Steed, 
63, of Chapel Hill, was hit by a Chapel 
Hill Transit vehicle near the intersection 
of Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and 
Hillsborough Street around 8:40 p.m. 
Steed later died at UNC Hospitals. 

According to Chapel Hill Police, 
Steed stepped into the roadway while 

the driver had a green light and, be-
cause it was dark and rainy, the driver 
did not have an opportunity to see 
him in time to stop. 

Pedestrian accident trends
According to the Highway Safety 

Research Center (HSRC) at UNC, 
there were 164 pedestrian-motor vehi-
cle accidents in Chapel Hill and Car-
rboro from 2001 to 2005. Of these 
accidents, two were fatal. 

The majority of these accidents oc-
curred in Chapel Hill, with less than 
30 in Carrboro. 

“We see some differences in Cha-
pel Hill because of the student popu-
lation,” said Libby Thomas, a research 
associate with HSRC. 

 According to Thomas, a variety of 
factors contribute to the rate of fatality 
in pedestrian accidents. 

“There’s a lot of randomness to pe-
destrian crashes, in particular fatali-
ties,” she said. 

SEE  PEDESTRIAN  PAGE 7

Transfer station
site rules set
by Taylor Sisk
Staff Writer

At a work session held before 
Tuesday night’s Orange County 
Board of Commissioners meeting at 
the Southern Human Services Cen-
ter, the board approved exclusionary 
criteria to guide it in its search for a 
site for a solid-waste transfer station.

The board heard from Ed Shuffler 
and Bob Sallach of Olver Inc. as it nailed 
down the final wording of the exclusion-
ary criteria. Olver is the consulting firm 
hired by the county to establish criteria, 
conduct the search and advise the com-
missioners on the selection of a site. 

The exclusionary criteria approved 
by the board require the transfer sta-
tion to be within three miles of one of 
the county’s major roads and within 
12 miles of the projected waste-gen-
eration “centroid,” the area deter-
mined to be the geographical center 
of the county’s waste generation. 

SEE  TRANSFER  PAGE 9

County looks at 9-cent increase in tax rate 

 carrboro stories 

Laughing along with Ruby
by Susan Dickson
Staff Writer

Ruby Merritt got 16 telephone 
calls on Saturday. 

With 39 family members already 
in town to celebrate her 100th birth-
day, that’s quite a few, she said. 

Merritt is the matriarch of a large 
family, with four children, seven 
grandchildren and five great-grand-
children. On Sunday, her family 
threw her 100th birthday party at 
Captain John’s Dockside Restaurant, 
and family members came from as 
far away as California, Pennsylvania 
and Germany to celebrate.

Thirty of them came to church 
with her at Mt. Carmel Baptist 
Church on Sunday. 

“If they don’t love me, they’re 
hypocrites,” she said. “They sure act 
like they love me.” 

They held the party at Captain 
John’s because Merritt celebrated her 
95th birthday there, and the owner 
of the restaurant promised if she 
lived to be 100 he’d bake her a cake, 
which he did. 

Born in Chatham County, 
Merritt has lived in Carrboro for 
more than 25 years. She lived in 
Chapel Hill before that, helping 
her husband, Eben Merritt, with 
Merritt’s Store, which he ran for 
nearly 50 years. 

Merritt met her husband in Cha-
pel Hill through his sister, who at-
tended Chapel Hill High School 
with her. After graduating from 
Chapel Hill High in 1925, Merritt 
went to UNC for one year. 

“I went to UNC one year and 
got my “Mrs.” degree,” Merritt said, 
laughing. 

SEE  RUBY  PAGE 7
Ruby Merritt
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thursday May 22
Blue Horn Lounge: Tennessee 
Jed 9pm

The Cave: Chop Chop, Reid 
Johnson, Filthy Bird, Soft Company 
9pm $5 

General Store Café: Bo Lankenau 
& Friends 8pm

Local 506: Northern State, Ameri-
can Princess 9pm $8 

Nightlight: Veronica Blood, Dead 
to Society 9:30pm $3

Weaver Street Market: After 
Hours 6pm 

Friday May 23
Blue Horn Lounge: Troy Smith & 
Jeremy Blackford 10pm

The Cave: Late: Mayhem String 
Band, Lucky

General Store Café: Nine Day’s 
Wonder 8:30pm 

Local 506: Efterklang, Slaraffenland, 
Lost in the Trees 10pm $8 

Nightlight: Bibis Ellison, Lake 
Inferior, Lacrymosa, Lonnie Walker 
10pm

Open Eye Café: Lucy Langlas 8pm

Saturday May 24
ArtsCenter: Lise Uyanik & The 
Mobile City Band, The South Wing 
Band 8:30pm $15

Blue Horn Lounge: Lucy Sumner 
& The Second Third 10pm

The Cave: Early: DTL Trio, Late: Le 
Weekend, Audubon Park

General Store Café: Armand & 
Bluesology 8:30pm

Local 506: Sea Wolf, Jealous Girl-
friends, The Young Sons 9pm $10

Nightlight: Fin Fang Foom, Ker-
bloki, Monsonia 10pm 

Open Eye Café: Jule Brown 8pm

Sunday May 25
The Cave: Will West, Jule Brown 

Local 506: The Sammies, The 
Houstons, The Huguenots 9pm $6 

Weaver Street Market: Jazz 
brunch 11am 

Monday May 26
Blue Horn Lounge: Open mic

The Cave: Early: Robert Griffin and 
Stu Cole 

Local 506: The Bill Ely Band, Ironw-
erx 9:30pm 

Tuesday May 27 
Blue Horn Lounge: Tain Collins 
8pm 

The Cave: Late: Virgo 9, The Karl-
offs, The 3 Christs 

Local 506: The Blue Moon Revue 
9:30pm 

Nightlight: The Hufton Brothers, 
The Woods, The Atlantic Notion 
9:30pm 

Wednesday May 28
Blue Horn Lounge: Rosie and the 
Riveters 8pm

The Cave: Early: Doombunny, 
Polebarn Poets Late: Blain Ziglar 

Local 506: Seepeoples 9pm $8 

Thursday May 29
Blue Horn Lounge: Steve Jack 
Band 9pm

The Cave: Early: Pete Waggonor 
Late: Carolina Clearwater

General Store Café: The Rosado 
Trio 8:30pm 

Local 506: The Helio Sequence, 
Republic Tigers 9:30pm $7 

Nightlight: Hotel Hotel, Remora 
Sons of Roswell 9:30pm $5 

Weaver Street Market: After 
Hours 6pm

Friday May 30 
ArtsCenter: The Biscuit Burners 
8:30pm $15 

Blue Horn Lounge: David Russell 
& Cedar Blue 10pm

The Cave: Early: Gravy Boys 

General Store Café: Southpaw 
9pm 

Local 506: Dead Betties, Making 
Friendz, Un Deux Trois 9:30pm $7 

Nightlight: Hammer No More The 
Fingers, Caverns, Squaaks 

Open Eye Café: Birds & Arrows 
8pm 

Saturday May 31 
Blue Horn Lounge: 
Marla Vickers 
Band 10pm

The Cave: 
Early: Zach 
& Craig Late: 
Joe Romeo & 
The Orange 
County 
Volunteers 

General 
Store 
Café:	
Trilogy 9pm 

Open Eye 
Café: Anode 
Glow 8pm

Music Calendar

carrboro
The ArtsCenter
300-G E. Main St.
929-2787	
artscenterlive.org

Cat’s Cradle
300 E. Main St. 
967-9053
catscradle.com

Open Eye Café
101 S. Greensboro St. 
968-9410
openeyecafe.com

Reservoir
100-A Brewer Ln.
933-3204
reservoirbar.net

the station
201 E. Main St
967-1967

chapel hill
Blue Horn Lounge
125 E. Franklin St.	
929-1511
bluehornloungechapelhill.com

Carolina 
performing arts
843-3333	
carolinaperformingarts.org

The Cave
4521/2 W. Franklin St.,	
968-9308	
caverntavern.com

heLL
157 E. Rosemary St.,	
929-9666	
chapelhell.com

Local 506
506 W. Franklin St.
942-5506
local506.com

Mansion 462
462 W. Franklin St.
967-7913
mansion462.com

Nightlight
4051/2 W. Rosemary St.
933-5550
nightlightclub.com

hillsborough
Blue Bayou Club
106 S. Churton St.
732-2555
bluebayouclub.com

pittsboro
General Store Café 
39 West St.
542-2432
thegeneralstorecafe.com

music venues

Will West will be 
at The Cave this 
Sunday night.

Su 5/25 gorilla productionS
10-band ShowcaSe: 
hoodcroft, 

judgement in 
malice,

the groves+ more
mo 5/26 clinicw/

bbq**($13/$15)
tu 5/27**($2/$23)x w/detroit cobraS

we 5/28 north 
mississippi
all-stars

w/amy lavere**($16/$18)
tu 6/3 ivan neville’s

dumpstaphunk
we 6/4 j-live**($8/$10)

th 6/5**($18/$20)
adrian belew

fr 6/6**($15/$17)
swervedriver

w/terra diablo, the nein
tu 6/10 mudhoney

w/birdS of avalon**
fr 6/13 paul thorn

w/jule brown**($15/$20)
mo 6/16

maria taylor/ 
johnathan rice

w/nik freitaS**
we 6/18 ingrid 

michaelson
w/greg laSwell**($15/$17)
fr 6/20 boxbomb,
max indian,
oso optimo, 

willie breeding
Sa 6/21 rooney
w/lockSley, the 
bridgeS**($13/$15)

we 6/25 demon 
hunterw/living 
Sacrifice + more**($15/$17)

Sa 6/28**($28/$30)

iris dement

tu 7/1  harry and
the potters

**$10/$12) 6:30 Show
Sa 7/5 dirty South feSt:

lower class brats,
murphys law+

more**($18/$22

Su 7/6 boris
w/torche and cloudS**

Sa 7/12 club is open
local music festival:

red collar, lud, american 
aquarium, future kings of

nowhere**$7

Su 7/13 club is open
local music festival:

i was totally destroying it, 
shakermaker,

salvo hunter**$7

we 7/23**($14) gutter 
twins w/ed harcourt
th 7/24 hieroglyphics
(souls of mischief,
pep love & casual)

w/blue ScholarS, 
knowbody, muSab,

prince ali**($15)
fr 7/25 tilly and

the wall**

mo 7/28  she & him
featuring zooey deSchanel 

& m. ward**($16/$18)

tu 7/29 immortal 
technique**

fr 8/8**($10/$12)

sara lee guthrie 
and johnny irion

tu 8/12**($15/$17)
the hold steady

w/loved oneS
fr 8/15 **($20/ $22)
the faint

mo 9/29 
stereolab**($17)

fr 5/30
ben folds

koka booth ampthr (cary)

local 506 (ch):

tu 6/3  oakley hall
th 6/5  jeremy enigk

w/damien jurado  
fr 6/6  new frontierS

w/deniSon witmer
tu 6/10  hayden  w/haley bonar
fr 8/22  oneida w/dirty faceS

the artscenter
(carrboro):

su 6/1 - ($16/$18)
over the rhine
/ mary gauthier

sa 6/21 - ($10/$12)
annuals

w/lonnie walker

koka booth
ampitheatre (cary):
tickets for these shows

sold thru koka booth box
office and ticketmaster,

as well as the regular
cat’s cradle outlets
fr 5/30 - ($25/$37.50)
ben folds

sa 7/26 - ($22.50/$37.50)

avett brothers
fr 8/8 - ($22.50/$37.50)

wilco w/bon iver

disco rodeo (raleigh):
tu 7/29 - ($18)

wolf parade
lincoln theatre

(raleigh):

th 11/6 reverend 
horton heat

w/nashville pussy,
reckless kelly

alSo preSenting

catScradle.com 919.967.9053 300 e. main Street, carrboro
**aSteriSkS   denote   advance   ticketS   @   SchoolkidS   recordS   in  raleigh,   cd   alley   in   chapel   hill,   bull   city   recordS    in      durham  
order   ticketS   online   at   etix.com    we   Serve   carolina   brewery   beer   on   tap!    we   are   a   non-Smoking   club

we 5/28
north  

mississippi
all-stars

th 6/5 adrian belew

th 6/5
jeremy enigk
local 506 (chapel hill)

Blunden Studio

The Colors of
Green

Architects in Carrboro
www.blundenstudio.com

Got Gigs?
Send your calendar 

events to calendar@
carrborocitizen.com

Announce

Your Special 
Occasion
FREE in
The Carrboro Citizen!
Email: editor@carrborocitizen.com

Sea Wolf will be at Local 506 this Saturday night.

Lucy Langlas will be at the Open Eye Café this Friday night.
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Which to choose? Contact our FREE

APARTMENT LOCATOR
1-888-GSC-APTS
Email: nclocator@gscapts.com 

© GSC 04/2008  
Certain restrictions apply.

Offers are for a limited time and are 
subject to change without notice.

Booker Creek
Large townhouses in a prestigious neighborhood at the Booker Creek Trail, from  $733.
2525 Booker Creek Road  •  888-329-1690  •  Email:  bc@gscapts.com

Franklin Woods
Nothing beats our great Franklin Street location!  From  only $665.
1521 East Franklin Street  •  888-329-1782  •  Email:  fw@gscapts.com

PineGate
Our location is right on target! Just off 15-501 near I-40. Starting at $499.
100 Pinegate Circle  •  800-884-7345  •  Email:  pg@gscapts.com

Royal Park
Enjoy living like royalty at Royal Park! Starting at only $550.
501 Highway 54 Bypass •  888-329-1794  •  Email:  rp@gscapts.com

Estes Park
Closer to downtown Carrboro, and a free bus at your door! One and two bedrooms from only $459.
306 North Estes Drive  •  800-533-8694  •  Email:  ep@gscapts.com

University Lake
No roommates required! A special one-bedroom-only community from $525.
200 Barnes Street  •  888-329-1794  •  Email:  ul@gscapts.com

Kingswood
King-sized kitchens, one mile to UNC, starting at just $575.
1105 Hwy. 54 Bypass  •  888-329-1784  •  Email:  kw@gscapts.com

Carolina Apartments
At Carolina Apartments, size does matter! Spacious floorplans beginning at only $615.
401 Highway 54 Bypass  •  888-329-1760  •  Email:  ca@gscapts.com

Ridgewood
Your own space! A one-bedroom community from only $499. Bike to UNC or Weaver Street Market.
404 Jones Ferry Road  •  888-338-1477  •  Email:  rgw@gscapts.com

Hurry! We’re almost full!

FREE 
$250 GAS CARd

Save more by living at our 
convenient gas-saving locations!

True CrafTsmen
A Full-service Exterior business

Decks Restored
Washed, Sanded, Sealed

Houses
Power Washed, Gutters Cleaned

True Craftsmen
Installation, All Types Siding

Roofing, Windows, Decks
Repair Work As Well

Planting & Flower Beds
Installed & Maintained

Contact John Barrett
919-619-8315/919-420-5013

The ArtsCenter
Always Inspiring

Lise Uyanik & The Mobile City Band with Lise Uyanik & The Mobile City Band with Lise Uyanik & The Mobile City Band with The South 
Wing BandWing BandWing BandWing Band
A double-header of two great trA double-header of two great triangle bands!

Commedia dell’Arte
$12, $10, Members $7 Students

The Biscuit Burners
Their fi rey mountain music returns to Carrboro!  $15, $13

David Dyer & The Crooked Smile
Rockin’ Raleigh-based Americana.  
$13, $11 Members

Fri., May 30
8 p.m., Sat. May 
31, 8 & 10 p.m.

Friday, May 30
8:30 p.m.

Sat., May 24., May 24
8:30 p.m.

Sat., May 31
8:30 p.m.SUBSCRIBE

TO THE CITIZEN
carrborocitizen.com

2008 Orange County Biosolid Application Sites Residents, officials
question biolsolid
plans, regulations
by Kirk Ross
Staff Writer

A request by the City of 
Burlington to renew its expired 
biosolid applications permit has 
environmentalists and officials 
from Orange and Chatham 
counties asking for better stud-
ies and tighter oversight of the 
program.

Orange County has more 
than 3,000 acres of farmland 
that are regularly sprayed with 
biosolids — a watery sludge of 
human and other waste from 
municipal treatment plants. 
Though the practice is com-
mon in most counties, Orange 
County has an unusually large 
amount of acreage being used 
for biosolid application. Biosol-
ids from Burlington, Cary, Dur-
ham, Hillsborough, Mebane and 
the Orange Water and Sewer 
Authority are applied to fields in 
the county. Burlington sprayed 
roughly 3.2 million gallons in 
the county in 2006. Several of 
the biosolid application sites are 
within critical watershed areas of 
the county.

The county, however, does 
not have regulatory control over 
the application. Oversight of 
the program is up to the state 
— specifically, the North Caro-
lina Department of Heath and 
Natural Resource’s Division of 
Water Quality.

Concerned about new re-
search questioning the safety 
of long-term application and 
lack of oversight, a coalition 
of rural residents and environ-
mental groups led by the Blue 
Ridge Environmental Defense 
League pressured state regula-
tors to hold a hearing on Burl-
ington’s permit.

The hearing, held last week 
in Graham, drew close to 100 
people, including state Sen. El-
lie Kinniard, who has called for 
more studies and better regula-
tion of the programs.

Nancy Holt, who lives on 
Bradshaw Quarry Road in 
northwestern Orange County, 
said she is worried that oversight 
of the program is non-existent.

In 2006, Holt said Burling-
ton’s contractor sprayed near-
by fields for 53 days straight, 
from July 10 to September 9. 
When she went to look up the 
records the city is required to 
keep, it listed only 11 days of 
spraying.

“Where did the rest of that 
stuff come from?” she asked.

Holt said she’d like to see 
the state give counties greater 
regulatory authority over the 
spraying. The state’s set-back 
limit of 400 feet from resi-
dences seems far too close, 
she said, especially since the 
biosolids are not incorporated 
into the soil, and once dry can 
be kicked up by the wind.

While she acknowledges 
that many farmers rely on the 
spraying to keep fertilizer costs 
down, Holt said there are too 
many questions remaining 
about the health risks. Though 
human health studies were 
promised when the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agen-
cy okayed spraying in 1993, 
they’ve yet to be conducted. 

“We just don’t know what’s 
in this stuff,” Holt said.

In a recent letter to the Or-
ange County Board of Com-
missioners, Susan Dayton, a 
Blue Ridge organizer, noted 
a growing concern that the 
sludge being applied to fields 
contains toxic compounds, 
including personal-care prod-
ucts, pharmaceuticals, fire re-
tardants, PCBs, pathogens and 
dioxins.

With comprehensive re-
search on the health effects of 
the compounds yet to be com-
pleted and so much acreage 
in use in Orange County, the 
commissioners sent a letter to 
the Division of Water Quality 
requesting that another pub-
lic hearing on the Burlington 
permit be scheduled in Orange 
County. 

The county also noted that 
its zoning ordinance prohibits 
the spraying of biosolids in crit-
ical watershed areas, although 
it acknowledges that the state 
can override that regulation.

H  H  H  H  Memorial Day H  H  H  H
Carrboro Monday’s trash route will be picked up Tuesday.

Chapel Hill Monday’s residential trash routes will be picked up on 
Wednesday. Commercial routes will be collected on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

Chapel Hill Transit will not operate Monday.

Parking meters, town-owned lots and the Wallace deck are free 
Monday.

Recycling, Landfill — Recycling will be collected on Monday as 
regularly scheduled. The Landfill will be closed on Monday and will 
resume normal hours of operation on Tuesday. Solid Waste Conve-
nience Centers will be closed on Monday andwill re-open Tuesday

TTA Triangle Transit will not operate bus and shuttle service 
on Monday May 26 in observance of Memorial Day. Regular service 
resumes Tuesday.

Source: Orange County 
Environment & Resources 
Conservation Department
M Jones 3/12/08
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pets of the week

APS OF ORANGE COUNTY — I’m Scarlette, a 2-year-old female 
shepherd mix. If you want a joyous dog full of spirit, personality and humor, 
that’s ME! I am so happy and sweet, and I really know how to play. If humans 
start acting silly around me, I start planting my front feet on the ground in an 
over-exaggerated play-bow meets a double paw-shake — it’s hard to explain 
but you’ll know it when you see it. It will make you laugh and giggle, the same 
way I am doing in my own doggie way. I also like affection. If I were a superla-
tive, I would be “Best All-Around.” You can’t go wrong with me! I get along 
great with cats, dogs and kids! I am also housebroken! Come see me at Ani-
mal Protection Society of Orange County, 6311 Nicks Road, Mebane, or call 
304-2300. You can also go online at www.animalprotectionsociety.org

ORANGE COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES — Feng Shui is a 2-
year-old Siamese cat that is laid back and loves to lounge! But don’t be fooled- 
she has a playful side too! She’ll do best in an adult home that understands 
and appreciates both her beauty and personality!  Add an element of balance 
to your home and life with Feng Shui! Stop by Orange County’s Animal 
Shelter, 1081 MLK Jr. Blvd, Chapel Hill, or call 967-7383. You can also see her 
online at www.co.orange.nc.us/animalservices/adoption.asp.   

arts Calendar

Carrboro 
The ArtsCenter
Center Gallery—community 
photography contest

East End Gallery
ELEMENTS—the fifth annual 
Community Art Project through 
May 28

The Beehive Salon 
Sincerely Yours—works 
depicting life in Chapel Hill by 
Washington Capps

Caffe Driade 
Bridget Walsh—acrylic 
paintings 

Century Center 
ELEMENTS—the fifth annual 
Community Art Project through 
May 28

Town Hall
ELEMENTS—the fifth annual 
Community Art Project through 
May 28

Carrboro Branch 
Library 
Faces—a photographic exhibi-
tion curated by John Rosenthal 
through June 10 

Clay Centre 
Gallery 
New works by the gallery’s 
resident potter

DeWitt Law
Call for details

Fleet Feet Gallery 
Seascape Poetics—paintings 
exploring the interactions be-
tween light, sky, water and land 
by Carolyn B. Levy 

NC Crafts Gallery 
Art Nouveau—ceramic tiles 
by Raleigh artist Marina Bosetti. 
Reception during Artwalk

Nested
Kerri Lockwood—Condition, 
Circumstance, Order

Open Eye Café
ELEMENTS—the fifth annual 
Community Art Project through 
May 28

Panzanella
Local Farms/Local Art—an 
art exhibit celebrating the 13th 
Annual Piedmont Farm Tour 
Through June 1

Scooters 
Incorporated 
Photographs by Caryl Felda-
cker Through May

Weaver Street 
Realty  Call for details

Wootini
Leftfield Project presents the 
kickoff for the “Right to Left.” 
Through June 9

Chapel Hill 
Ackland Art 
Museum

New Currents in Contem-
porary Arts: UNC-Chapel 
Hill Master of Fine Arts Thesis 
through May 11 

Contemporary Drawings 
from the Ackland Collection 
Through Aug 17 

The Art of Love May 9-Sep 7

Animation and	
Fine Art
OP-TiCaL aRt—lithographs 
and serigraphs by Victor Vasarely 
& Yaacov Agam May 9 - June 12

Community 
Church of Chapel 
Hill 
The Face of the Earth—wa-
tercolor mixed media by Nerys 
Levy May 4 - June 29

FedEx Global 
Education Center 
Judith Earnst—expressions of 
life, love and faith through paint-
ings and pottery through May 30

Turning Point 
Gallery
Mixed media on canvas and 
bronze sculptures by Maeve Har-
ris and Wayne Salge  

Southern 
Village 
Bagwell, Holt, 
Smith, Tillman	
& Jones, PA
The Color in No Color—
paintings by Amy White through 
May 

Bloom
Flowers and abstracts by 
Marcia DiMartino through May

Hillsborough  
Hillsborough 
Gallery of Arts
A Walk in the Woods—new 
work by Pat Lloyd and Jude Lobe 
through May 24

Pittsboro 

ChathamArts 
Gallery 
New artwork from Chatham 
County high school students 
through May 31

Fusion Art and 
Fine Craft Gallery
Recycled Art—works by 
Michele Bonds through May

 super crossword   presidential pretenders CitizenCryptoquote By Martin Brody
For example, YAPHCYAPLM is WORDSWORTH.  One letter stands for 
another.  In this sample, A is used for the two O’s, Y for the two W’s, 
etc..  Apostrophes, punctuation, the length and formation of the 
words are all hints.

“Character”

BTZSZBXOS  NF  DGX  EGNDNDK  ND  J TOD

LGV ’ SO  GD  X TO  WMZLKSGVDI  ZD I  ZMM 

LGVS  HSNODIF  Z SO  WNBRNDK  GD  X TO 

HZX  RN I .   BGVSZKO  NF  J ZMRNDK  GCOS 

XG  F TGGX  TGGWF  JNXT  X TO  HZX  RN I . 

-  PNRO  RZXY,  HSNODI  GH  ZVXTGS 

IGVK  T ZMM
This week’s answer appears on page 8.

photo by susan harbage page
Artist Susan Harbage Page explored the U.S.-Mexican border photographing possessions left behind 
by people attempting to cross into Texas from Mexico. An exhibition of her photographs, “Longing: 
Personal Effects from the Border,” is on view through May 28 from 2 to 4:30 p.m. Thursdays in the 
Love House and Hutchins Forum at 410 E. Franklin St.

Do you have 
anything for one	
of our calendars?

Send your submissions to 
calendar@ 

carrborocitizen.com

Healthy party
The Orange County Partnership for Young Children will hold 

“The Healthy Kids Campaign Celebration” on Saturday, June 7 at 
Carrboro Elementary from 3 to 5 p.m. Refreshments will be served 
and events include a review of the campaign projects, a cooking dem-
onstration and a community garden tour. To attend, RSVP by Friday 
May 23 to Donna Laws at 967-9091 or officemanage@orangesmart-
start.org.

Fall softball
The Carrboro Recreation & Parks Department will sponsor a 2008 

Fall Co-Rec Softball League. The adult co-ed league will play on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from late July through October. Each team 
will play one or two games per week, followed by a double-elimination 
tournament. A team fee of $608 is required, with at least $150 due at 
registration. Registration will begin June 2 at the Carrboro Recreation 
& Parks Department at 100 N. Greensboro St. For more information, 
contact 919-918-7364.

Cougar football
Those interested in becoming a member of the Carrboro High 

School football team will need to attend a family meeting on Wednes-
day, May 28 at 6:30 p.m. in the Carrboro High Media Center. Items 
to be discussed will include summer camps, summer conditioning 
and next season’s varsity and junior varsity schedules. For informa-
tion, contact Jason Tudryn, head coach, at jtudryn@chccs.k12.nc.us 
or at 918-2200 Ext. 25049.

Low-cost rabies vaccination
The Orange County Animal Services Department organized four 

low-cost rabies vaccination clinics. They are scheduled for:
Wednesday, June 11 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Orange County 

Animal Shelter at 1081 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd; Wednesday, June 
18 from 8:30 to 10 a.m. at Fairview Community Park, Hillsborough; 
Wednesday, June 18 from 6 to 7 p.m. at the Orange County Gov-
ernment Services Annex on South Cameron Street in Hillsborough; 
and Saturday, June 21 from 10 a.m. to noon at the Orange County 
Animal Shelter.

The vaccination fee for each clinic is $5 and must be paid in cash. 
For information, call 245-2075 or see www.co.orange.nc.us/ani-
malservices/rabies.asp.

Community Briefs

RECENTLY
from page 1

An Open House will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday at the 
American Legion Post, with another 
ceremony beginning at 11 a.m., where 
Capt. Ted Triebel, U.S. Navy (Re-
tired) will speak. Capt. Triebel flew 
F4 Phantom jets over North Vietnam 
before he was shot down and cap-
tured, spending the remainder of the 
war in a prisoner of war camp. 

Throughout the day, historical 
displays that include World War II-, 
Korea- and Vietnam-era vehicles and 
a helicopter will be available as well as 
uniform items from the Women Vet-
erans Historical Collection at UNC-
Greensboro. Additionally, veterans and 

civic groups will be on hand to offer in-
formation about their organizations and 
the part they played in our history. 

The veterans hope that the displays 
will provide a bridge between our his-
tory and the soldiers, sailors and air-
men serving overseas today.

“There are a lot of local families 
who have family serving now or who 
have served recently,” said Lee Heav-
lin, VFW post commander. “This is 
for them. We recognize and appreci-
ate their service. We have gathered 
veterans groups, the North Carolina 
Veterans Affairs and local volunteer 
groups to help us say ‘thank you.’” 

Admission is free and open to 
the public. Refreshments will be 
provided. American Legion Post 6 
is located at 1700 Legion Post Rd. 
Call 942-2252.
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Special Events
Fourth Friday Studio Stroll 
— downtown Pittsboro artists open 
studio doors from 6-8pm, May 23. 
Demonstration at Side Street Gal-
lery, 6:30pm. pittsboroshops.com

The Orange County Demo-
cratic Women Annual Meeting 
— election of 2008-2009 officers 
and reception. Thursday, May 22, 
7:30pm. The Chapel Hill Museum. 
644-0869

Outdoor activities
Niche Gardens guided garden 
walks — Saturdays through June, 
10am. Spring planting, garden mainte-
nance, design & gardening for wildlife 
with bird and butterfly gardens. 
Free. Niche Gardens, 1111 Dawson 
Rd, Chapel Hill. 967-0078 or www.
nichegardens.com

Memorial Day Commemora-
tion — Orange County Peace 
Coalition presents speakers Joe Cole, 
Professor of Ethics and Philosophy, 
Wally Myers, organizer, Triangle Area 
Chapter Veterans for Peace; singer 
Mary Moffit; the  Raging Grannies; 
readings.  Monday, May 26, 2-
3:30pm, Carrboro Town Commons. 
929-3316

Guided Tours — of the N.C. 
Botanical Garden’s Plant Collec-
tions, every Saturday at 10am. Led 
by trained volunteer tour guides and 
Botanical Garden curators. Free.

Digital Camera Workshop 
— lecture and photo sessions at the 
N.C. Botanical Gardens. Free, Fridays 
from 12:30-4pm.

Birdwatching Kayak Trip — for 
teens and adults. Visit a blue heron 
nesting area and see beaver lodges, 
herons, osprey and more. Jordan Lake. 
Saturday, May 24, 2-5pm, $30. Instruc-
tion, equipment and guide included. 
929-3805 kayakadvendturesnc.com

Kids
Toddler Time — at the Carrboro 
Branch Library. Every Thursday at 
4pm. 969-3006

Preschool Story Time — at 
the Carrboro Branch Library. Every 
Saturday at 10:30am.

Express Yourself! — art program 
for ages 3-8 & their caregivers. 
Weekly art projects for children & 

adults to explore their own creative 
paths. Saturdays, 10:45-11:15 & 
11:30am-noon. $2. Kidzu Children’s 
Museum, 105 E Franklin St, 933-1455, 
www.kidzuchildrensmuseum.org

Nature Tales: Storytime in the 
Garden — N.C. Botanical Garden. 
Thursdays, 10-11am. Children 3-5 
years old are invited to attend a 
storytime in the garden. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. 
$5/family.

Volunteers
RSVP 55+ Volunteer Program  
— seeks volunteers to match other 
volunteers with opportunities for 
public service. 968-2056

Meals on Wheels — seeks volun-
teers to deliver meals and/or bake 
simple desserts for recipients in the 
Chapel Hill/Carrboro area. 942-2948

English as a Second Language 
Conversation Club — seeks 
volunteers to talk with groups of 
international students Fridays from 
11:30am-1:30pm. University Method-
ist Church on Franklin St. 967-1448, 
harwellja@bellsouth.net

Health & Wellness
“Child’s Play: Early Childhood 
Development and Behavior” 
— free class presented by Kohl’s and 
N.C. Children’s Hospital. Thursday, 
May 22, 12-1:30pm. UNC Wellness 
Center at Meadowmont. 966-5500, 
ncchildrenspromise.org  

Living with Advanced/Meta-
static Cancer — a bi-weekly 
support group. Meets 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays, 3:30-5pm. Drop-in, no 
charge. Cornucopia House Cancer 
Support Center. 401-9333, cornuco-
piahouse.org

The Compassionate Friends: 
Self-help support after the 
death of a child — free and open 
to all adults grieving the loss of a child 
or sibling. Third Mondays, 7-8:30pm. 
Evergreen United Methodist Church. 
967-3221. chapelhilltcf.org

Peer Connections — will have 
its next meeting at the Carrboro 
Town Hall on Thursday, May 29th 
from 5:30 -7pm.  The topic will be 
dental health.  Contact Ellen Perry 
at  942-5602 or  peerconnections@
gmail.com

Museums

Planetarium & Digital Theater 
Shows — science LIVE Demos. On-
going. Morehead Planetarium, 250 E 
Franklin St, Chapel Hill. Info hotline 
549-6863, office 962-1236, tickets 
843-7997. Thu-Sat 10am-5pm, 6:30-
9:15pm. moreheadplanetarium.org

Dance
Havana Nights —Cuban Salsa. 1st 
and 3rd Thursdays, 10pm. Mansion 
462, 462 W Franklin St, 967-7913, 
www.mansion462.net

Salsa/Mambo — 3rd Saturdays, 
lesson 8pm, dance 8:30-11pm. $7, 
358-4201, salsa_4u2@yahoo.com. 
Fred Astaire Dance Studio, 4702 
Garrett Rd, Durham.

Ballroom — 4th & 5th Thursdays, 
7-9:30pm, $2. 933-8982. Seymour 
Senior Center, 2551 Homestead Rd, 
Chapel Hill, 968-2070

Carrboro DanceJam — free-
style dance to an eclectic mix of mu-
sic. First Fridays. Balanced Movement 
Studio. 304 W Weaver St, upstairs. 
Smoke & alcohol free. Call 968-8776 
for more info. 

Lectures, 
Discussions 
& Open Mics
Open Mic —Poetry, music & short 
fiction. Tuesdays, 7pm, Market Street 
Books & Maps, Southern Village. 933-
5111, www.marketstreetbooks.com

“How Are Immigrant Rights 
Addressed in North Carolina?” 
—  Dani Martinez-Moore, Immigra-
tion Network Coordinator, NC 
Justice Center, will discuss her work 
with various organizations provid-
ing assistance to immigrants in their 
struggles against unjust treatment. 
7 p. m., May 22, Chapel Hill Public 
Library, 942-2535.

Literary
Three Cups of Tea: One Man’s 
Mission to Promote Peace... 
One School at a Time — discus-
sion of the book by Greg Mortenson 
and David Oliver Relin. Carrboread-
ers Non-Fiction Book Club. 7pm May 
22, Carrboro Cybrary.

Then She Found Me — May 28 
at 7pm. Movie/Book Club meets to 
discuss Then She Found Me and the 

book by Elinor Lipman on which it 
was based. See the movie, read the 
book or both and you are invited. 
Carrboro Cybrary. 918-7387

Not a Drop to Drink: Ameri-
ca’s Water Crisis (And What 
You Can Do) — by Ken Midkiff. 
Join a discussion with panelists from 
the Sierra Club, OWASA, and UNC. 
Mon., June 2, 7pm. Century Center.

The Alchemist — by Paulo 
Coelho. On Friday, May 30 at 7pm, 
the Contemporary Fiction Book 
Club. Carrboro Cybrary,

Then She Found Me — Thursday, 
June 5 at 7pm, the Movie/Book Club 
meets to discuss the film and book 
by Elinor Lipman on which it was 
based. Carrboro Cybrary. 

Film 
De Florida a Coauhuila — a 
film telling the story of the Mascgo 
people. Directed by Rafael Rebol-
lar. Sunday, June 1 at 5pm. Free and 
open to the public. CHICLE, 101 
E Weaver St, 3rd floor. 933-0398, 
chi-cle.com

Community Calendar

Celebración de 
colores  

Este jueves es “La 
celebración de colores” 
de El Centro Latino. “La 
celebración de colores” 
es un evento anual que 
muestra como El Centro 
usa los fondos que recibe, y 
que ayuda en financiar los 
programas de El Centro. 
El Centro Latino es una 
organización sin fines de 
lucro que tiene el fin de 
integrar a la población 
de habla española con la 
comunidad por medio de 
diferentes programas. Los 
programas de El Centro 
incluyen el grupo de 
mujeres, el programa de 
Afterschool, el programa de 
Acceso y Apoyo, ayuda en 
buscar trabajo, ayuda con 
problemas legales, clases 
de computación y clases de 
inglés. Y quieren abrir un 
grupo para adolescentes. 
“La celebración de colores” 
es por invitación, pero si 
usted quiere saber más de 
los programas o quiere dar 
dinero a El Centro llame al 
932-4652

Temporada de 
música  

Hay muchas opciones 
para escuchar música en 
vivo al aire libre esta semana. 
Hoy empieza After Hours en 
Weaver Street Market con la 
banda Hushpuppies, 6-8pm. 
After Hours es todos los 
jueves. Este domingo es Jazz 
Brunch, 11am-1pm en WSM 
con el Jeff Brown Quartet. 
También, los domingos 7-
9pm, hay música en Southern 
Village, esta semana con la 
banda Magnolia Klezmer. Y 
los viernes 5-7pm hay música 
bluegrass en las afueras del 
Carolina Inn. Toda la música 
es gratis.

Más clases
El Chapel Hill Parks and 

Recreation Department tiene 
campamentos de verano para 
niños (solamente quedan 
unos espacios) y también 
tiene clases de tenis y de 
montar a caballo. Tienen 
otras actividades para niños, 
adolescentes y adultos incluso 
ligas de deportes. Para más 
información y para inscribirse 
visite a la oficina en 200 
Plant Road, Chapel Hill, NC 
27514. Tienen formularios en 
español para la reducción del 
costo de las clases. 968-2784

Comentarios, sugerencias y 
preguntas al betsy@carrboroc-
itizen.com

NOTICIAS 
EN BREVE

in season

ILLUSTRATION BY PHIL BLANK

Burritos, Tacos, Nachos and Margaritas!Burritos, Tacos, Nachos and Margaritas!
Mon thru Sat    11am-10pm         Closed Sunday      •      933.8226

711 W Rosemary St .  Carrboro       www.carrburritos.com

•	UPS & Freight Shipping
•	Custom Packaging
•	Mailbox & Postal Services
•	Color & BW Printing
•	eBay Power Seller
•	Moving Supplies
•	Passport Photos
•	Notary Services
•	Business Cards

Carrboro Plaza Shopping Center
MoN-FRI 8-6:30 • SAT 10-5

919-918-7161
©2003 United Parcel Service, Inc.

Wednesday

Copy Special!
Color: 35¢
BW: 5¢

Email it:

store3651@theupsstore.com

We’ll print it out!

support your local advertiser!

Spring Cleaning?

Monday - Friday         
10:00 am - 6:00 pm       

Saturdays             
7:30 -12 noon

Orange County Landfill
Eubanks Rd. Chapel Hill

Orange County Solid Waste Management                    
(919) 968-2788                                          

recycling@co.orange.nc.us

Bring PAINT, HOUSEHOLD CLEANERS, LAWN, 
GARDEN and POOL CHEMICALS, and other TOXIC 

items such as FLUORESCENT LIGHTS to the

No medical, explosive, or radioactive waste.  
Prescriptions should be disposed of in a sealed 

container in your regular trash.

HAZARDOUS  WASTE COLLECTION
Open 6 days each week

Businesses that produce less than 200 pounds of 
hazardous material per month are welcome to use 
this service.  An affidavit assuring small quantity 

generation must be signed prior to drop-off.

Do you have anything for 
one of our calendars?

Send your submissions to 
calendar@carrborocitizen.com
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letters policy

Letters should be no more than 
425 words in length and must be 
accompanied by the author’s name, 
address and contact information. We 
will publish one letter per author per 
month. Lengthy letters written in 
longhand will mysteriously become 
lost. Typed letters are preferred and 
email even more so. That said, send 
your letters to:

Letters to the editor
Box 248 Carrboro, 
North Carolina 27510

Email:	
editor@carrborocitizen.com

Fax: 919-942-2195

Health in the 
short session

Adam Searing

As the NC 
General Assembly 
gets underway this 
week – even in a 
so-called short ses-
sion year, it’s a little 
like watching an 
aircraft carrier try 
to do a three-point 
turn in Beaufort 
channel – a reason-
able citizen might 
wonder what steps legislators will be taking 
to make health care more affordable and 
accessible. The answer is likely to be a disap-
pointing “not much.”

It’s not that North Carolinians aren’t hav-
ing any problems affording decent health 
coverage. Premiums are skyrocketing, 
small businesses are struggling even to 
offer any employee coverage and people 
on the individual market who have a pre-
existing health condition often can’t buy 
any plan at all.

No, the problem, as always, is political 
will. Although North Carolina is much 
better off financially than most other states 
in this economic downturn, we still have 
far less money to meet growing state needs 
than in previous years. Combine tighter 
finances with an upcoming election, and 
all indications point to a General Assembly 
where bold initiatives to address major state 
problems will be in short supply.

The high-water mark this session is likely 
the governor’s recently released budget. The 
governor proposes spending $68 million 
on the deteriorating mental health system; 
about $10 million keeping our affordable 
health insurance program for kids in work-
ing families, Health Choice, open to more 
children; and spending a few million more 
on quality-of-care improvements. Bold it’s 
not, but at least it’s a solid performance.

One problem for the governor’s propos-
als is that much of this sort of expansion 
– including some of the cost of raises for 
teachers and state employees – is funded by 
a proposed 20 cent increase in the cigarette 
tax and a few cents increase in the alcohol 
tax. Tax hikes – even on cigarettes – have 
already been firmly pronounced dead on 
arrival by General Assembly leaders.

Where does that leave us? Just keeping 
the health coverage we have for families is 
likely to be a fight. Therefore, don’t look for 
funding for the new sliding-scale premium 
health insurance program for working fami-
lies passed last year to go into effect. Pres. 
Bush (aided by North Carolina senators 
Dole and Burr) effectively nixed federal help 
for child health expansions like this last year, 
so North Carolina would have to come up 
with the money all on its own. 

Of course, we could guarantee health 
coverage for all children in the state for 
about $20 million in state dollars and 
thumb our noses at the federal government. 
That’s only a couple million more a year 
than the $15 million the governor proposes 
in his budget to renovate the Mattamuskeet 
Lodge in Hyde County combined with $3 
million spent on upgrading the state zoo’s 
polar bear exhibit and setting up a state 
trade office in Shanghai. 

In the end, I’d expect some nod toward 
mental health; no help beyond current pub-
lic programs for children, parents or small 
businesses struggling to afford health cover-
age; and no rise at all in the cigarette tax, 
regardless of the huge health benefits that 
result from a substantial – say $1 – increase.

North Carolinians really shouldn’t stand 
for this. Regardless of what happens in 
Washington next year, we should move our 
state toward providing a choice of afford-
able and quality health plans for everyone. A 
place to start would be a $1 increase in the 
cigarette tax coupled with affordable child 
health plans. This simple step would guar-
antee that no child in our state – healthy or 
sick, disabled or not, poor or middle class 
– would ever go without quality health 
insurance again. But then again, it’s an elec-
tion year.

Adam Searing is the project director at the 
NC Justice Center’s Health Access Coalition.

letter from the editor

Requiem for reality
No one has a monopoly on the truth, and most 

certainly no one political party or persuasion has a 
monopoly on the desire to make this country a bet-
ter place and a more positive force in the world.

But to read without getting angry what is pass-
ing these days for discourse on which candidate is 
more patriotic and who loves America more is be-
coming harder and harder. First, it is insulting that 
the discussion of lapel pins or true blue patriotism 
has eclipsed discussion of an actual war with actual 
casualties. Second, it is becoming increasingly clear 
that there are those who are quite willing to make 
the case that the heritage of Sen. McCain makes 
him more of an American than Sen. Obama.

Right-wing movie critic Michael Medved 
recently delved into pop genetics using a radical 
new theory of evolution (which he of course does 
not believe in) to explain that white Americans are 
more American than African-Americans. It might 
be easy to dismiss such an outwardly racist opinion 
as an isolated raving were it not echoed in the op-ed 
pages of the Washington Post by author Kathleen 
Parker, who devoted several hundred words the 
other day to making the case that white Americans 
prefer Sen. McCain because, unlike Sen. Obama, 
he is a “full-blooded American.”

Those aren’t even coded racist comments. And 
unfortunately, they’re examples of the full-frontal 
assault we’re in for all the way through November.

It doesn’t have to be that way. It’s high time this 
country saw a news consumer movement and a 
backlash against the shoddy, hype-driven journal-
ism that’s promulgated across the airwaves.

Every day, we are experiencing the detrimental 
effects of a faulty product foisted upon us by an in-
creasingly monopolistic industry. The First Amend-
ment, beautiful as it is, only guarantees the rights of 
the press, not its quality.

Ending this war — which has made this 
Memorial Day a painful reminder for the families 
of 4,079 young men and women who gave the 
ultimate sacrifice in the name of their country 
— should be the focus of this election.

Debate over what to do about an economy 
straining under inflation, job losses and a credit 
crisis should drown out jingoism and racism rather 
than the other way around.

The fact that nearly 50 million Americans are 
without health insurance ought to stand out in a 
little higher relief than Obama’s middle name.

And certainly, ending poverty should be much 
higher up on the list of what’s important than end-
ing inheritance taxes for multimillionaires.

Yes, we should be angry at those using language 
just short of fighting words to distract us, but we 
should be far angrier at those who presume we’d 
rather not hear substance and are only looking for 
entertainment when we pick up a paper or turn 
on the tube. They’re the ones handing the bomb-
throwers the megaphones.

Vigilance on the streets
With the coming of warmer weather, most of us 

are spending a good deal more time out of doors. 
Please note that means more pedestrians and bikers 
on the streets and requires greater diligence on the 
part of everyone to be more cautious.

Our community has already experienced several 
sad reminders this year of the consequences of even 
a moment’s lapse.

Please remember that especially in the down-
towns and other areas heavily traversed on foot, 
vigilance is sometimes a matter of life and death.

Peter Kramer

May is Mental Health Month and this year’s 
theme is “Get Connected.” The importance 
of social connectedness to good mental health 
has led some of us to consider Carrboro’s role 
as a leader in innovative programs that promote 
mental health wellness.

Carrboro is home to, among other organiza-
tions, the Mental Health Association of Orange 
County, the Caramore Community and Club 
Nova. For example, for two decades, the latter 
“clubhouse” program has supported its mem-
bers’ efforts to improve the quality of their lives. 
At the homey house on West Main Street, Club 
Nova members drop by daily to socialize, de-
velop personal skills, improve their employment 
outlook and more.

I recently asked some people about the rela-
tionship of the town to these programs. Karen 
Dunn, the long-time executive director of Club 
Nova, wrote me that “being welcomed before 
we ever moved in to 103 West Main Street al-
most twenty-one years ago set the tone. And the 
tone hasn’t changed since then. The leadership 
and citizens of Carrboro are open, progressive 
and inclusive. For lack of a better word, Car-
rboro is a funky town, a community that as a 
whole dances to an alternate tune/beat.”

Club Nova board president Esphur Foster 
told me that Carrboro is “an artistic community 
with a capacity for loving all kinds of people, a 
town that embraces humanness.” 

Orange County commissioner Moses Carey, 
who also serves on the OPC Area Board, said, 
“There’s something about Orange County, and 
Carrboro in particular, that embraces people 
who may first appear to be ‘different.’ We inte-
grate persons with disabilities into the everyday 
life of the community. All of us want to feel as if 
we can make a contribution.”

David Chapman, the executive director of 
the Caramore Community on Smith Level 
Road, said, “People in Carrboro see ‘people 
with disabilities’ as ‘people’ first — there’s less 
tendency to judge differences.” 

Others cited examples of Carrboro’s rich ca-
pacity for acceptance and understanding, traits 
that enhance the possibilities of connecting to 
each other.

Peter Kramer works for the OPC Area Program 
in Chapel Hill.

Carrboro and mental health: 
Dancing to an alternate beat

Chris Fitzsimon

The General Assembly session is less than 
a week old but the budget process is steaming 
ahead, as lawmakers continue not only to ana-
lyze the $21.5 billion plan proposed by Gov. 
Mike Easley, but also to narrow down their own 
spending recommendations.

The House will pass the budget first this 
summer and House leaders have set June 2 as 
the deadline for sending a bill to the Senate. 
House budget subcommittees met again in 
public Monday and reportedly House leaders 
spent much of the weekend working on the 
budget, which some legislative observers expect 
to see this week.

Most of the attention surrounding Easley’s 
budget has focused on his plan to give teach-
ers a seven percent raise and state employees a 
1.5 percent increase with a one-time bonus of 
$1,000, and to raise taxes on cigarettes and al-
cohol to pay for it.

Legislative leaders have said publicly the tax 
increases won’t pass and no one expects the pay 
raise for teachers and state employees to be as 
unequal as Easley proposes. But there are hun-
dreds of other important decisions to be made 
in the House in the next two weeks on items left 
out of Easley’s budget and others that he chose 
to reduce from requests made by agencies, in-
cluding the State Board of Education.

Easley billed his budget as one that “builds 
on education progress” and it does increase 
overall education spending by almost $500 
million. But more than $300 million of the 
increase pays for the seven percent teacher pay 
raise, a laudable goal, but leaving very little for 
other education spending.

Easley ignores several priorities of the State 
Board of Education and the Department of 
Public Instruction, including $86 million for 
the Disadvantaged School Supplemental Fund, 
$40 million for educating children with dis-
abilities, $20 million to improve school lunches 
and almost $4 million for principals at strug-
gling schools.

Rep. Rick Glazier has introduced legisla-
tion to come up with $17 million for children 
with disabilities in public schools and he is in 
a position to get it in the budget as co-chair of 
the House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Education.

Easley’s budget also includes no money to 
reduce the waiting list for Community Alterna-
tives Programs for people with a developmen-
tal disability. That makes no sense morally or 
economically, as the services help keep people at 
home and out of institutions where care is even 
more expensive. The CAP waiting list is now 
4,000 people long.

That program is under consideration by the 
Health and Human Services subcommittee, 
which Monday had more discussion about the 

state’s troubled mental health system, focusing 
mainly on the state’s community support pro-
gram which a News & Observer series concluded 
has wasted $400 million. The community sup-
port program has become a flashpoint for the 
problems in the mental health system and the 
$400 million figure is now part of many cam-
paigns against legislative incumbents.

Health and Human Services Secretary 
Dempsey Benton reports that billings for the 
services are down 30 percent from last year and 
efforts to recover money improperly paid are 
underway, while controls of the program have 
been tightened.

The danger is that community support may 
be tougher to access for people who need it and, 
more importantly, that lawmakers may be re-
luctant to invest more money in mental health 
services as political opponents continue to rail 
against the problems with community support.

There are plenty of other budget issues that 
have been largely left out of public discussions: 
the $11 million shortfall in lottery revenues to 
reduce class size in early grades, no new funding 
for Smart Start and no new investment in the 
North Carolina Housing Trust Fund.

Despite the omissions, Easley’s proposal 
frames the budget discussion, though many 
of his positive investments are from a foregone 
conclusion. House budget writers have decided 
on lower targets than Easley is proposing — $10 
million less in health and human services — and 
want to put more money in the state’s saving ac-
counts, leaving less for important programs.

Add that to the decision to reject Easley’s tax 
hikes, and it is easy to understand why advo-
cates for the poor and working-class families are 
anxious in the legislative halls.

Let’s hope there’s still time to convince 
House leaders to make Easley’s budget better 
by helping children and adults with disabilities, 
families who can’t find affordable housing and 
principals dedicated to turning around strug-
gling schools.

We don’t just need a budget that meets a 
deadline; we need one that makes a difference 
in the lives of people in our communities who 
need help.

Chris Fitzsimon is the director of NC Policy 
Watch.

Behind the budget headlines

We don’t just need a budget 
that meets a deadline, we need 

one that makes a difference 
in the lives of people in our 

communities who need help.

Carrboro is “an artistic 
community with a capacity for 

loving all kinds of people.”
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SCREENED PORCHES AND DECKS

Walter Lane
Office 919.933.4044

Mobile 919.730.3124

Fax 919.933.6246

www.screenporchanddecks.com

“It’s refreshing to see craftsmanship alive!”

Expand your outdoor
space into l iv ing space

Ask About
Outdoor Kitchens!

Cliff’s Meat Market
Have a MeMorial day Cookout!

corona extra, negra modelo, pacifico, budweiser!

All NAturAl 
Ground Chuck 

$2.99/lb

rib Eyes 
$6.99/lb

Organic Eggs
Brown-$2.59/doz

White-$1.99/doz

All NAturAl 
Chuck roast 

$2.99/lb

taking orders for 
Pheasant, 

Quail and Squab

Baby Back 
ribs 

$3.99/lb

OYStErS
Fresh shucked - (pint)

In shell - 
(by special order)

Maple View 
Farms Milk!

$3.95/gallon

Chorizo 
Sausage
$2.99/lb

100 West Main st., Carrboro
919-942-2196 Mon-sat 9am-6pm

Debit
& EBT

Prices good thru 5/29/08

5
Shop Fifth Season for drought-tolerant and native plants from Niche Gardens and 
beautiful ceramic pots of all sizes for container gardening. We've got organic seeds 
and plant starts along with organic soil and fertilizer to make sure your vegetable 
garden yields a bumper crop. Coming soon: beer and wine making supplies!

DO YOUR GARDEN RIGHT THIS SPRING

Organic Seeds & Plant Starts
Organic Soil & Amendments
Perennials from Niche Gardens
Rain Barrels     Ceramic Pots & Garden Art

HYDROPONIC SYSTEMS & INDOOR GROW LIGHTING YEAR ROUND
106 S. Greensboro St.  Carrboro  932-7600     www.fifthseasongardening.com

The Carrboro Cybrary and Carrboro 
Recreation and Parks invite the 

community to read

Not a Drop to Drink
America’s Water Crisis

(and What You Can Do)
by KeNNeth MiDKiff

and join us for a discussion
with a panel of local experts on

Monday, June 2 at 7pm
at The Century Center

100 North Greensboro Street
Carrboro, NC 27510

919.918.7387
cybrary@co.orange.nc.us

Community Book
Forum Event

Peck andArtisans
green builders
9338485

Artisan:
Brother Peacemaker   
gates of beauty bodyshop

RUBY
from page 1

The two were married in June 
of 1926 at Mt. Carmel Baptist 
Church, where she has been a 
member for more than 80 years.

Merritt recalls downtown 
Chapel Hill differently from 
how it stands today, though she 
says she doesn’t go downtown 
much anymore.

“At least we didn’t have any 
bars,” she said. “Sutton’s [Drug 
Store] was a gathering place.” 

Carrboro, she added, is “so 
different” from how she remem-
bers it from when she was grow-
ing up. 

“I remember that it was a mill 
town,” she said. “I didn’t come 
enough to even remember.” 

Her husband died of a heart 
attack in 1981. The two had been 
married for 55 years. 

“I wish it had been longer,” 
she said. 

When Merritt’s husband died, 
she moved to Carrboro. 

“I moved here in order to be 
close to my daughters, and to 
aggravate them,” she said with a 
smile. “That’s why the Lord has 
let me live so long.” 

100 years young
Merritt attributes her lon-

gevity to laughter, family and 
clean living. 

“I enjoy laughing,” she said. 
“It says in proverbs, laughter does 
good like medicine, and I firmly 
believe that.” 

Merritt has a photo of her 
two daughters and herself at the 
beach in Cherry Grove, S.C. in t-
shirts screen-printed with wom-
en’s bodies clad in tiny bikinis. 

“You see, we’re a fun group,” 
she said.

One of Merritt’s daughters, 
Clarice Page, said she had the 
photo made into birthday cards. 

“Inside, I wrote, ‘Age is a mat-
ter of attitude,’” Page said. 

Merritt also stressed the im-
portance of living a clean life. 

“I wasn’t perfect,” she said. 
“But I attempted to be.” 

Merritt said she also believes 
her involvement in her church 
has kept her going. 

At Mt. Carmel, Merritt taught 
Sunday school for more than 50 
years and played the piano for 
more than 70. 

“I had to stop a few months 
for four babies,” she said, adding 
that she would bring her babies 
with her to church and lay them 
on pillows on the bench. 

Life’s challenges
When asked what the most 

difficult challenge in life is, Mer-
ritt doesn’t miss a beat. 

“Rearing children properly,” 
she said. “I think that’s the biggest 
problem that people have today.” 

“Teachers cannot do it all,” she 
continued, adding that three of her 
four children were teachers. 

“We’re just one big faculty 
meeting when we get together,” 
said Page, who was a teacher at 
Carrboro Elementary School. 

Merritt’s mother was also a 
teacher and her father built a one-
room schoolhouse that still stands 
in Chatham County, so education 
has played a large part in her life. 

In particular, Merritt has al-
ways loved music, which led her to 
become the first woman to drive in 
Chatham County. 

When she was 12, she took 
music lessons. Her father ran a 
sawmill, and driving her the five 
miles to her lessons would have 
meant shutting it down to leave. 
So, much to the chagrin of her 
mother, her father taught her to 
drive on the old country roads near 
their home. 

“My mother had a fit,” she said. 
But Merritt drove herself to her les-
sons, and because there were only 
two other cars in the county at that 
time, everyone knew who she was 
when they saw her coming. When 
people approached her on horses or 
in buggies, they would slow down 
to give 12-year-old Ruby a wide 
berth on the narrow dirt roads. 

Merritt continued to drive until 
she was 93.

Family time
Family is clearly very impor-

tant to Merritt; she has photos 

of her many family members 
throughout her home. 

“I’m proud of all my family,” 
she said. 

For nearly 50 years, Merritt’s 
family has traveled to Cherry 
Grove for a family week at the 
beach, and Merritt looks forward 
to another trip this summer. 

“We have such a good time,” 
she said. “It’s just so much plea-
sure.” 

Merritt said that while her 
family isn’t perfect, they always 
manage to get along. 

“I don’t mean we agree on ev-
erything, but we just laugh about 
it and let it go.” 

After 100 years, Merritt said 
she thinks her family is part of 
what’s kept her going. 

“To me, the most important 
thing on this earth is a func-
tional family,” she said. “Maybe 
that’s why I’ve lived so long, be-
cause it’s a loving family.”

At her birthday party on 
Sunday, Merritt quoted Min-
nie Pearl: “I’m just so proud to 
be here.” 

Ruby Merritt

PEDESTRIAN
from page 1

Fatalities occur dispropor-
tionately in nighttime crashes, 
accidents involving alcohol and 
accidents involving older vic-
tims, Thomas said. 

HSRC recommends that pe-
destrians wear reflective clothing 
or materials at night. 

“Just wearing white or bright 
colors may not be enough to help 
you be seen,” Thomas said. 

According to HSRC, more 
than 40 percent of pedestrian ac-
cidents in Chapel Hill and Car-
rboro between 2001 and 2005 
occurred at intersections.

Avoiding Accidents
According to the North Car-

olina Department of Transpor-
tation Division of Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Transportation, pe-
destrians have the right of way at 
all intersections, driveways and 
crosswalks, but must act respon-
sibly and use pedestrian signals 
where available. 

If pedestrians walk against 
the signal, they are in viola-
tion, according to Captain J.G. 
Booker with the Carrboro 
Police Department. How-
ever, once a pedestrian 
is in the roadway, 
the driver must 
yield under 
all circum-
stances, 
Booker 
said. 

Under 
North Caro-
lina law, drivers 
must yield the right 
of way to pedestrians 
crossing roadways within 
any marked crosswalk or 
within any unmarked crosswalk 
at or near an intersection. 

In addition, pedestrians have  the 
right of way when approaching 
an alley, building entrance, pri-
vate road or driveway from any 
sidewalk or walkway. 

The Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Safety Information Center pro-
vides safety tips for both pedes-
trians and drivers. The center 
recommends that pedestrians: 

• carry a flashlight when 
walking at night;

• cross in well-lit areas;
• always walk on sidewalks or 

facing traffic if there is no side-
walk;

• avoid walking while im-
paired;

• don’t assume vehicles will 
stop; and

• obey traffic signals. 
Booker recommends that 

walkers and joggers avoid talk-
ing on cell phones or listening to 
headphones. 

“From a personal safety 
standpoint, it’s just not a good 
practice,” he said. 

For more pedestrian and 
driver safety tips, visit www.
walkinginfo.org/why/tips_walk-
ing-safely.cfm.

“I moved here in 

order to be close 

to my daughters, 

and to aggravate 

them, that’s why 

the Lord has let 

me live so long.”

e
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Lawmaker school
Carrboro High School 

sophomore Lindsay Scott Bar-
ton has been selected to attend 
the Legislators’ School for Youth 
Leadership at Western Carolina 
University. 

The one-week residential pro-
gram for selected rising eighth- 
through 11th-grade students 
utilizes the resources of Western 
Carolina University and the set-
ting adjacent to the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. 

Students will participate in 
leadership-skills training, outdoor 
recreation, educational sessions 
and community-service work. 

School concerts
Several high school theater 

and music groups will perform 
concerts over the next week: 

• Carrboro High School will 
hold its spring theater showcase 
tonight (Thursday). The showcase 
will start at 7 p.m. in the Carr-
boro High Café Commons. 

• The East Chapel Hill High 
School chorus will present its 
spring concert tonight (Thursday) 
at 7:30 in the Main Stage Audi-
torium. The concert will feature 
performances by the concert and 
show choirs, treble and east en-
sembles, East Men, Alley Cats and 
Chiefs of Staff. Admission is $5. 

• The East Chapel Hill High 
Band Concert will be held Tues-
day at 7:30 p.m. in the Main 
Stage Auditorium. More than 
150 students will perform music 
from the movies, swing tunes and 
band classics. Tickets are $5.

• The East Chapel Hill High 
orchestra will perform a concert 
on May 29 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Main Stage Auditorium. The 
performance will feature the 
premiere of a trumpet concerto 
written by Chapel Hill composer 
Roger Petich for Paul Neebe, 
who will perform with the string 
orchestra, as well as a composi-
tion by senior Maya Coleman. 
Admission is $5.

Safe schools talk
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 

Schools will host a Safe Schools 
Roundtable on June 3 at 7 p.m. 
in the Smith Middle School Au-
ditorium. 

The event will provide an op-
portunity for district administra-
tors to share information about 
school-safety initiatives and to 
hear from parents about their 
school-safety concerns. 

High school talk
The Carrboro High School 

Parent Teacher Student Associa-
tion will hold a meeting on June 
3 for rising ninth-grade parents to 
learn about the organization and 
various volunteer opportunities. 

Open volunteer positions 
include vice president, grocery 
certificate leader, hospitality 
leader/helper, membership leader, 
printed newsletter helper, parent 
representatives, school directory 
helper, Special Needs Advisory 
Committee representative and 
volunteer coordinator. 

The meeting will be held at 
6:30 p.m. in the Carrboro High 
media center. For more informa-
tion, contact Mitch Strobin at 
mpstrobin@aol.com.

CHS concert
The Carrboro High School 

chorus and orchestra will perform 
a concert on May 29 at 7 p.m.

The performance will in-
clude music from The Phantom 
of the Opera as well Telemann’s 
Don Quixote Suite and Russian 
folk music. 

Donations of $5 per adult 
are welcomed. The concert will 
be held at Culbreth Middle 
School. 

Young leader
Cedar Ridge High School 

sophomore Noah Decker will 
attend the National Young 
Leaders Conference in Wash-
ington D.C. this summer. 

Students are selected to at-
tend the conference based 
on their scholastic merit and 
demonstrated leadership abili-
ties. The conference is aimed at 
providing talented high school 
students with the opportunity 
to witness history in the mak-
ing and meet the leaders who 
fundamentally affect the work-
ings of the executive, legislative 
and judicial branches of the 
federal government. 

Decker is interested in do-
mestic policy, in particular the 
economy and the environment, 
and hopes the conference will 

give him some guidance for his 
future career path. 

New principals
The Chapel Hill-Carrboro 

Board of Education has named 
two new principals. 

The board appointed Min-
nie Goins as principal of Glen-
wood Elementary School. She 
has served as Glenwood’s interim 
principal since November, when 
former principal Amy Rickard 
was named principal at Morris 
Grove Elementary School. From 
2004 to 2007, Goins served as 
Glenwood’s assistant principal. 
She is a graduate of the North 
Carolina Principal Fellows Pro-
gram and holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in elementary education 
from North Carolina Central 
University and a master’s degree 
in school administration from 
UNC. 

The board also appointed 
Amanda Crisp as the principal of 
McDougle Elementary School. 
Crisp has served as the assistant 
principal of Carrboro Elementary 
School for the past two years. 
Previously, she worked as the 
technology director for Cherokee 

County Schools and the technol-
ogy facilitator for the Burlington-
Alamance County Schools. She 
holds a bachelor’s degree in el-
ementary education from UNC 
and a master’s degree in admin-
istration and supervision and 
curriculum and instruction from 
Lincoln Memorial University in 
Tennessee. 

LoFrese appointed
The Chapel Hill-Carrboro 

City Schools Board of Education 
has appointed C. Todd LoFrese 
as the assistant superintendent for 
support services. 

LoFrese will replace Steve 
Scroggs, who will retire May 30. 
LoFrese has served as assistant 
superintendent of schools in Wa-
tertown, Conn. since 2003. Pre-
viously, he worked as a business 
manager for the Connecticut 
Trade Company and as general 
manager of Metalguard, Inc. 

He holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in economics from Cor-
nell University, a master’s of 
business administration from 
Baker College and a certificate 
of administration from Sacred 
Heart University. 

Lunch Menus
MAY 23-29

Every meal is served 
with a choice of milk. 
Breakfast is served daily.

Elementary
Friday — Corn Dog; 

Salisbury Steak w/Gravy 
& Wheat Roll; Mashed 
Potatoes; Collard Greens; 
Chilled Pineapple

Tuesday — Cheese 
Pizza; Pepperoni Pizza; Pork 
Rib-B-Q on a Bun; Baked 
Beans; Chilled Peaches

Wednesday — Beef 
Lasagna w/Garlic Bread; 
Turkey & Cheese Sub; 
Tossed Salad w/Dressing; 
Mixed Vegetables; Apple 
Halves

Thursday — Macaroni & 
Cheese w/Wheat Roll; Beef 
& Bean Burrito w/Salsa; 
“Fun on the Fun”; Pinto 
Beans; Fruited Gelatin

Middle & High
Friday — Pork Chopette 

w/Gravy; Turkey & Noo-
dles w/Wheat Roll; Green 
Beans; Chilled Peaches

Tuesday — Beef & 
Macaroni w/Wheat Roll; 
Hot Dog on a Bun; Potato 
Wedges; Garden Peas; 
Fresh Apple

Wednesday — Oven 
Baked Chicken w/Wheat 
Roll; Sloppy Joe on a Bun; 
Coleslaw; Broccoli Cuts; 
Fresh Banana

Thursday — Beef Lasa-
gna w/Garlic Bread; Grilled 
Cheese Sandwich; Steamed 
Carrots; Chilled Fruit 
Cocktail; Cherry Cobbler

School Briefs

Orange County Solid Waste Management  
(919) 968-2788  

recycling@co.orange.nc.us
www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling

HOW MUCH
MIXED PAPER

DID YOU RECYCLE TODAY?

If it tears and it’s paper it can be recycled at the curb, 
at apartment complexes and at dropoff sites.

Mixed paper includes junk mail, envelopes (plastic windows OK), packing paper, office and 
school paper, photocopies, file folders, brochures, receipts, lottery tickets, parking tickets, 
paperback books, detergent boxes, shoe boxes, cereal boxes, tissue boxes, dry and frozen 
food boxes, gable top milk and juice cartons, 6/12/24 pack beverage cartons, wrapping paper
(no foil), greeting cards, postcards, trading cards, index cards, post-it notes, paper bags, 
paper egg cartons, wrapping paper tubes, paper towel tubes, toilet paper tubes and maps. 

Shredded paper and other small bits 
of paper should be placed in a 
paper bag to keep from blowing.
Do not recycle corrugated 
cardboard with mixed paper.

A unique school experience for
children ages 2-5 and their families.

Now accepting applications 
for summer camp and fall 

registration in our
newly renovated space
just outside Carrboro!

In historic White Cross School,
5 miles west from Carrboro Plaza

3501 Hwy 54 West - Chapel Hill

919.619.8288
Hours: 8:45am-12:30pm or 8:45am-3:30pm

www.ourplayhousepreschool.com

Est. 1981

The Framer’s Corner, Inc

Distinctive Picture Frame Design

Est. 1981

Museum Quality
Picture Framing
Prints
Photographs
Textiles

Full Service Frame Shop

M-F 10am - 6pm
Sat 10am - 2pm

David Summer
Owner

*Also by
appointment

www.theframerscorner.com

(919)929-3166
108 W Main St • Carrboro
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cryptoquote answer:

 
Character is not joining in when you’re on the playground and all your friends are picking 
on the fat kid. Courage is walking over to shoot hoops with the fat kid. – Mike Katz, friend 
of author Doug Hall

Calendar
May 26

Memorial Day Holiday

June 4-10
High School Exams

June 10
Last day of classes/

exams for all students

June 14
East Chapel Hill High 
School Graduation

 9 a.m.
Chapel Hill High School 

Graduation
 2 p.m.

Dean Smith Center

PHOTO BY LUCY BUTCHER
From left to right: Zach Dauer, Philip Jurov and Lilli Manis attend Chapel Hill High’s Vegas-themed prom at the Sheraton Hotel Saturday.

R E c yc l i n g  i s  f u n
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Service Directory

$12 per week * 5 lines * MiniMuM 4 weeks

5,000 copies distributed weekly. Call 919-942-2100 to place your ad.

GRAPHIC ARTS HOMECARE

Archer Graphics
Signs and Graphic Design

WE HAVE MOVED.
Office Location 127-A Fidelity Street

Carrboro ~ 929-7522

www.go-out-and-play.com
Play Spaces for ages 9-92

Tree houses and Tree house offices
Gazebos and Garden Structures

20+Years 919-563-1223

OUTDOOR BUILDERS GREEN BUILDING

COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS
Your CategorY and Your Listing

Here
PromoteS Your Valuable SerVice 

to Your cuStomerS!

PECK & ARTISANS
Green Construction & Remodeling

Innovative Plumbing • Custom Tiling
We specialize in Recycling & Re-Using.

919 933 8485

THE CARRBORO CITIZEN
5000 copies delivered every Thursday in Carrboro, 

Chapel Hill, Hillsborough and Pittsboro.
MILL is our new arts, literature and music publication  

available the beginning of each month.

To place your listing call Marilyn Fontenot at 942-2100,  fax your 
information to 942-2195 or email marilyn@carrborocitizen.com

A HElPING HANd
Serving senior citizens since 1995

with escorted transportation, meal
prep, errands, and light housekeeping

(919) 969-7111

AndreA Winters Morelos, esq.
FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY

HEDRICK MURRAY BRYSON
KENNETT MAUCH & CONNOR, PLLC
3511 Shannon Road, Ste 200, Durham 27707

919-419-3300

• Separation Agreements

• Child Custody and Child Support

• Alimony and Spousal Support

• Property Division

• Simple Divorce (no other issues)

• Domestic Violence

• Prenuptial Agreements

*15% discount off family law consults if you 
mention this ad. Not to be combined with
any other offer or discount.

Our firm also handles wills and estate 
planning, employment discrimination,
all aspects of business law, contract disputes, 
general litigation, copyright and trademarks, 
and commercial real estate.

Practicing family law in Orange, Chatham, 
Durham, and Wake Counties.

www.hedrickmurray.com

Solid Waste Services
Memorial Day Schedule

The Orange County Landfill 
will be CLOSED on Monday, May 26.

All other landfill services including hazardous waste 
collection and mulch sales will be closed.  

The landfill and all other services will reopen
Tuesday May 27.

Orange County Solid Waste Management             
968-2788

recycling@co.orange.nc.us
www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling/                 

Orange County Solid Waste Convenience 
Centers will be CLOSED May 26.

Normal operating hours will resume
Tuesday May 27.

NO CHANGE in Recycling Services.

Please have your bins out by 7:00am!

Curbside recycling will be 
collected Monday, May 26    

as regularly scheduled. 

obituary

Walter Royall Davis
Walter Royall Davis died 

Monday, May 20, 2008. He was 
88 years old and had been in de-
clining health for a number of 
years.

He was a major benefactor 
the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill. The Davis library 
is named for him for his great in-
fluence in its funding. 

Davis is survived by his wife, 
JoAnn; children Melba Davis 
Whatley, George Davis, Mary 
Ann Davis Eubanks, Eva Emelio 
and Mitch Davis; 9 granchildren 
and 8 great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be sent to the Lineberger 
Comprehensive Cancer Insti-
tute, UNC, CB#7295, Chapel 
Hill, NC 27514 or the Walter 
Davis Library at UNC-CH.

A memorial service will be 
held on Friday, May 23, 2008 at 
Chapel of The Cross Episcopal 
Church in Chapel Hill, NC with 
a reception following the service 
at the church.

Tethering amendment draws crowd
Both supporters and opponents of a dog-tethering law amendment 

packed the house at a public hearing before the Orange County Board of 
Commissioners on Tuesday.

The commissioners postponed a decision regarding the amendment, say-
ing they needed more time to consider the feedback provided during the 
public hearing. 

Under the amendment, dogs could be tethered for a total of no more than 
three hours during a 24-hour period using a tethering device at least 10 feet 
in length and attached to prevent strangulation or other injury to the dog. In 
addition, the tethering device could not exceed 10 percent of the dog’s body 
weight and dogs must have access to food, water and shelter while tethered. 

The proposed amendment also includes a minimum requirement for 
kennel size, depending on the size of the dog. Certain organized animal 
functions, such as hunting events, would be exempt from the proposed re-
strictions. 

Opponents of the restrictions argue that tethering should be considered 
on a case-by-case basis and that animal neglect can occur under any circum-
stance. Supporters maintain that dogs should never be tethered.  

The board will review the amendment again at a meeting on June 3. 

County plan
The Board of County Commissioners held a public hearing regarding the 

county’s proposed Comprehensive Plan on Monday. 
County residents are invited to provide feedback regarding the proposed 

plan to the Orange County Planning Board through mid-June. 
The plan is available online at www.co.orange.nc.us/planning/

DRAFTCOMPPLAN050608.asp.

Rabid animals
Two rabid raccoons and one rabid bat were found in Orange County. 

One raccoon was found Friday, May 16 near NC 54 and Dodson’s Cross-
roads in Chapel Hill. The bat was found Saturday, May 17 on NC 86 north 
of I-40. The second raccoon was found Sunday, May 18 near Burton Road 
and NC 86.

North Carolina law requires that an unvaccinated dog or cat reasonably 
suspected of being exposed to the rabies virus be either quarantined for six 
months or destroyed. If a vaccinated animal is exposed to rabies, it must 
receive a booster shot within 72 hours of exposure. In the first of these cases, 
the dog did not receive a booster shot within 72 hours and so must either 
be euthanized or quarantined. In the third, the dog was not vaccinated and 
was euthanized. Animal Services director Bob Marotto reminds pet owners, 
“Ensuring that cats as well as dogs are current on their rabies vaccinations is 
one of the most important responsibilities of a pet owner.”

These are the seventh, eighth and ninth positive rabies tests for Orange 
County in 2008 and the fourth, fifth and sixth positives for the month of 
May. The county will offer four low-cost vaccination clinics in June. See 
page four for clinic dates.

Pet fees
Orange County Animal Control is raising the prices on several fees this 

July. Fees for mistreatment, failure to license a pet and failure to vaccinate 
against rabies have been increased to $200. Fees for public-nuisance viola-
tions have been doubled. The Animal Control Division says the fees only 
affect pet owners who violate county animal ordinances and do not comply 
once notified, and that the fee increase is the first in over a decade. They say 
the fee increase will encourage people to meet the demands of the law and 
improve public safety.

News Briefs Public hearing 
on the budget 
Tuesday night

The Carrboro Board of Al-
dermen has scheduled a pub-
lic hearing for Tuesday on the 
town’s 2008-2009 budget.

The hearing begins at 7:30 
p.m. at Town Hall. The agen-
da is available on the town’s 
website.

A copy of Town Manager 
Steve Stewarts’s proposed 
$18,476,375 budget is also 
available on the site at the 
town government link.

With property-tax revenues 
growing more slowly and low-
er sales-tax revenues project-
ed, Stewart is recommending 
that the town raise property 
taxes 3.23 cents, putting the 
total tax rate at 68.60 cents 
per $100 of assessed value. 
For the owner of a $200,000 
home, the increase would be 
about $65.

Mayor Mark Chilton said 
the budget is very bare bones 
this year. Stewart is proposing 
only a few items in his expan-
sion budget — a $260,000 
installment for the Weaver 
Street reconstruction proj-
ect, $13,230 for tennis court 
resurfacing at Wilson Park 
and $10,500 for dog park 
fence renovations at Anderson 
Park.

Given a slowing economy 
and lower revenues, Chilton 
said the town is trying to 
squeeze the budget just to stay 
on track.

“We’re really trying to 
keep it to just the status quo,” 
he said, adding that feedback 
this year has been somewhat 
quiet.

“I haven’t heard any back-
lash,” he said. “I have heard 
concerns, but they are more 
about the total tax picture.

Orange County officials 
are eyeing an almost nine-cent 
increase in property taxes and 
more than two cents in the 
school district tax (see story 
page one).

— Kirk Ross

by Kirk Ross
Staff Writer

At its meeting Tuesday 
night at Town Hall, the Car-
rboro Board of Aldermen set 
a public hearing for June 24 
on a proposed amendment 
to the town’s land-use plan 
as a result of the controversy 
raised earlier this year over 
taco trucks downtown.

After an anonymous com-
plaint in January, the town 
sent landowners warnings 
that the trucks using their 
properties violate zoning rules. 
But citing concerns about the 
rules as drafted, town officials 
decided not to follow up with 
the next steps in zoning viola-
tion cases.

The board of aldermen, 
many of whom said they 

support having the vendors, 
asked for a review of the zon-
ing rules for the trucks. The 
current rules were drafted in 
the early 1980s in response to 
the creation of the Carrboro 
Farmers’ Market.

The new rules would cre-
ate an official definition for 
“mobile food vendors” and 
define the permitted size, sig-
nage, hours and use of the op-
erations. Vendors also would 
be required to get a zoning 
permit.

In other action Tuesday, 
the board agreed to a traffic-
calming plan for Simpson 
Street that includes the instal-
lation of two speed tables at a 
cost of between $4,500 and 
$5,000.

The board also appoint-
ed Tom Mullen and Lynn 

Weller to the Environmental 
Advisory Board; reappointed 
Linda Bowerman to be Car-
rboro’s representative on the 
Orange County Solid Waste 
Advisory Board; reappoint-
ed Chuck Morton, Wendy 
Wenk and Tom Wiltberger 
to the Appearance Commis-
sion/Neighborhood Preserva-
tion District Commission; 
and established the member-
ship of the town’s new Local 
Living Economy Task Force. 
The members of the task force 
are Robert Dickson, Victor Ji-
menez, Gary Kramling, Mar-
got Lester, Peter Lee, Jennifer 
McMillan, Sammy Slade and 
Chuck Willingham. Alder-
men Dan Coleman and Ran-
dee Haven O’Donnell will 
represent the board of alder-
men on the task force.

Hearing set for taco truck rules

TAX RATE
from page 1

“We really need to do 
something to stimulate our 
economic growth,” Black-
mon said, adding that 
homeowners pay about 
70 percent of the county’s 
general fund revenue. 

Blackmon said she is 
looking at programs and 
services to cut in order to 
minimize the tax increase. 

“I think that [cutting 
services] is one thing that 
the board is going to have to 
consider,” she said. 

The Board of County 
Commissioners will hold 
public hearings regarding 
the budget on May 27 at the 
F. Gordon Battle Courtroom 
in Hillsborough and on May 
29 at the Southern Human 
Services Center in Chapel 
Hill. Both public hearings 
will start at 7:30 p.m. 

The board will consider 
the proposed budget at several 
work sessions in June and will 
adopt the county budget on 
June 24. 

TRANSFER
from page 1

Protected sites of histori-
cal, archeological or cultural 
significance will be excluded 
from the search. Also exclud-
ed are sites with protected 
watersheds, wetlands and 
flood plains or endangered 
and protected flora and fau-
na; those with steep topogra-
phies; and sites with county-
owned lands or easements 
designated for preservation.

Once a list of potential sites 
is assembled, technical criteria 
will be established and weight-
ed. Technical criteria typically 
include such considerations as 
traffic compatibility, room to 
expand and access to utilities.

The potential sites on that 
list will then be ranked and 
the number narrowed to a 
final list. At that point, com-
munity-specific criteria – 
which include environmen-
tal justice concerns – will be 
taken into consideration. 

Those remaining sites 
will then be ranked, further 
public input solicited and a 

final ranking established. 
The board of commission-
ers is scheduled to make its 
decision in November.

Last spring, the board 
voted to site the transfer sta-
tion on Eubanks Road, then 
in November announced it 
was reopening the search, 
though Eubanks remains 
under consideration.

Members of the citizen’s 
group Coalition to End En-
vironmental Racism (CEER) 
have argued that Eubanks 
Road should be taken out of 
consideration as a potential 
transfer station site under fed-
erally established principles 
of environmental justice. Eu-
banks has been the site of the 
Orange County Landfill for 
more than 35 years. 

During Tuesday night’s 
work session, Rev. Robert 
Campbell of CEER again 
asked that the Eubanks site be 
removed from consideration.

(A Carrboro Citizen 
series on the Rogers-Eu-
banks community and 
environemtnal justice is at 
www.carrborocitizen.com/
main/rogers-road.)
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Burrito bash
The Pittsboro General 

Store Café will host a Bur-
rito Bash from 6 to 9 p.m. 
on Monday, June 9 to ben-
efit ChathamArts and the 
Chatham Artists Guild. The 
Shelbys provide live music 
for dancing. A live auction 
will include works by local 
artists. Tickets are $15 at 
the door or $12 if bought 
early from the ChathamArts 
Gallery or at Bluebirds and 
Hollyhocks in Fearrington 
Village. For more informa-
tion, call 542-0394.

Pasture potluck
Ayrshire Farm will be 

the site of a party and pot-
luck on Sunday, June 29. 
“Potluck in a Pasture,” or-
ganized by ChathamArts, 
will bring visitors and their 
favorite dishes, made with 
all local ingredients, to the 
oldest certified organic farm 
in the state for dining, music 
and community. Featured 
performers and speakers are 
bluegrass musician Susan 
Ketchin, singer Sarah Shook, 
mural artist Erick Davis, 
woodworker Diane Swan 
and publishers Dave Korzon 
and Elizabeth Oliver. Farm 
owner Bill Dow will lead a 
tour of the farm.

Visitors should bring a 
potluck dish for eight includ-
ing at least one locally grown 
ingredient, along with their 
recipe, beverages, lawn chairs 
and blankets. ChathamArts 
will accept donations. Ayr-
shire Farm is located on 
Friendly Pooch Lane off the 
Jay Shambley Road, south of 
U.S. 64. Call 219.9840 for 
details about directions or 
the farm.

Another Potluck in a Pas-
ture event is planned for Sun-
day, September 14 from 5 to 
7 p.m. at Jordan Lake Farm 
near Martha’s Chapel.

Bolin creek meet
Learn what’s happening 

to repair and protect Bolin 
Creek tonight (Thursday) at 
7:30 p.m. at the Robert and 
Pearl Seymour Center on 
Homestead Road. Stream 
ecologist Trish D’Arconte 
of the Town of Chapel Hill 
Stormwater Management  
Division will discuss plans 
regarding the creek. The 
event is sponsored by the 
Friends of Bolin Creek.

What’s at Market?
Check out what’s at the Year-Round Farmers’ Market . . . 

WEDNESDAY MARKET NOW OPEN!!!!!!! . . . 
STRAWBERRIES, asparagus, greenhouse tomatoes, greenhouse 

cucumbers, collards, green onions, green garlic, radishes, carrots, 
kohlrabe, pac choy, cauliflower, turnips, beets, sweet potatoes, 
chard, kale, spinach, lettuce, arugula, mustard greens, vegetable 
and flower starters, irises, poppies, bachelor buttons, larkspur, lilies, 
and many more flowers, baked goods (including vegan and gluten 
free options), breads, jams, wines, grass fed beef, pastured pork, 
pastured chicken, grass fed lamb, buffalo, sausage, chorizo, ground 
bison, raw milk cheeses, smoked cheeses, goat cheese, jams, jellies, 
pottery, hats, rugs, and more!

Recipe of the week
Simple Sautéed Kohlrabi Serves 2 – 3

Recipe Provided by: Kelly Clark
Kohlrabi is a member of the cabbage family. Look for bulbs that 

are 3 inches in diameter or less, as a larger bulb can be woody.  
One pound of raw kohlrabi, leaves and all, yields 2 to 3 servings. 

1 pound kohlrabi, leaves included
2 Tablespoons butter
3 Tablespoons olive oil
1/8 Cup water
1 Tablespoon fresh lemon juice
Salt and pepper
Trim leaves from the bulbs, remove the stems, then pile the 

leaves on top of each other and roll them like a cigar.  Shred the 
leaves in 1/4 inch slices across the roll.  Set aside.

Peel and cut the root end off the bulbs using a sharp paring 
knife.  Then cut the bulbs into 1/8 inch slices, stack the slices and 
cut into 1/8 inch matchsticks (julienne strips).

Put 1 Tablespoon each of the oil and butter in a frying pan over 
medium high heat.  Add the leaves and toss to coat with the butter 
and oil.  Add the water and sauté until the leaves are tender, but 
not mushy.  Add the lemon juice, toss to incorporate, and then 
remove leaves to a serving dish and cover. 		

Return the pan to the heat, set at medium low and add the re-
maining butter and olive oil.  When the butter has melted, add the 
kohlrabi sticks and stir and sauté until the kohlrabi is tender, and not 
too crunchy.  Add salt and pepper to taste, pile on top of the leaves 
and serve immediately. Ingredients Available at Market

Wednesday market: 3:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Saturday Market: 7 a.m. - Noon

L&T Briefs

Haunted  Halloween  Cruise
Oct. 26 – Nov. 2
Take a cruise with us to San Juan
and the Southern Caribbean
on the Royal Caribbean’s
Adventure of the Seas.

Price includes airfare and much more.
For more information, contact

Clif f  Larsen  at  919-929-9436.

Price

Reduced!
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Custom Craft! 
390 Meadow Run Dr in 
Arbor Lea.  Custom Arts 
& Crafts-style home built 
by award-winning Michael 
Chandler Design with gardens 
by award-winning landscape 
designer, Deborah Eagle.  
Extensive windows and glass 
doors bring the outdoors in.  
Beautiful copper, tile and con-
crete countertops in kitchen 
and baths.  Gorgeous studio 
space.  Very private setting 
just 10 minutes from UNC.  
$485,000  WeaverStreetRealty  
929-5658.

weaverstreetrealty.com
929-5658

Historic Home!
One of the first of Carrboro’s
Millhouses (1902) $347,000
303 S. Greensboro Street

2 bedrooms 2 full baths
1,624 sq ft Walk to Weaver Street!

April Grossman
Realtor, SRES

I focus my time on providing 
world-class service to my 
clients and building lifelong 
relationships. This level of 
concern and commitment
is my pledge to you!

April@AprilGrossman.com

919.260.5875
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CITIZEN 
CLASSIFIEDS 

WORK
FOR  YOU!

CITIZEN 
CLASSIFIEDS 

WORK FOR YOU!

real estate
Place YOUR ad at www.carrborocitizen.com/classifieds 24/7!!

Support your 
local advertisers!

CLASSIFIEDS
Place YOUR ad at www.carrborocitizen.com/classifieds 24/7!!

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING 

RATES
$5.00/issue for up	

to 15 words. 	
Words over 15: 

$0.35/word/issue
Place your classified	

ad online until 
MIDNIGHT Tuesday 
before publication!

New Custom-Built Townhomes
New Low Prices

Rose Walk
at University Lake

Live within minutes of downtown Chapel Hill and Carrboro
In custom-built townhomes starting at $245,000

Chapel Hill/Carrboro Schools · walk to UNC Park and Ride
neighbor to 213-acre University Lake

Visit or call for details.  
Model open Mon-Wed & Sat 11 - 6. 
Sun 1 - 6.  Thurs & Fri by appt.
Directions: Hwy 54 Bypass West to Jones 
Ferry Rd.  Left on Jones Ferry Rd.  After 
½ mile, turn left on Old Fayetteville Rd.  
Rose Walk is straight ahead.

Carrie White  (919) 928-9006 • rosewalk@mindspring.com • www.rosewalkonline.com

KitchenFamily Room

4 Different Floorplans at New Low Prices
 2 - 3 bedrooms  ·  2½ - 3½ baths  ·  garages  ·  from $245’s to $350’s

All
Townhomes

Reduced

Minutes to Carrboro’s Downtown

Kitchen Living Room Sunroom to Screened Porch

Help Wanted

Hiring CNA’s and PCA’s. 
Call (919) 255-9454. Hiring part-
time nurse with home health 
exp.(919) 255-9454 

EGG DONORS NEEDED 
to help infertile couples build 
families. Cash compensation 
and free 2 week trip to India. 
Ages 20-29 only. Call 877-IVF-
EGGS. www.proactivefamilyso-
lutions.com 

Marketing Manager 
The Land Trust in Carrboro, a 
nonprofit provider of affordable 
housing, is looking for a dynamic 
marketing manager to develop 
an ëawareness campaign’ for 
the organization and the won-
derful housing opportunities we 
offer. Writing and presentation 
skills required, along with good 
energy. 
Competitive salary and benefits. 
Women and people of color en-
couraged to apply.
Send resume to cwestfall@ochlt.
org or PO Box 307 Carrboro, NC 
2751 

Miscellaneous

MOVING SALE Solid wood 
furniture and other items. Good 
condition. Good prices. 2608 
Damascus Church Rd. Phone 
968-6659 

Mobile Home 
For Rent

Why pay more? Mobile 
home $500/ month. Quiet park, 
Chapel Hill. Time Warner Cable/ 
AT&T, 929-2864 

House for Rent

4 Bed / 2 Bath in 
Carrboro

Newer house in downtown 
area available for June or 
August. Includes all appli-
ances and off street park-
ing. 1840/ mo, lease, no 
pets please. 605-4810. 
More info at CoolBlueRen-
tals.com

Homes for Sale

www.307SweetBay.
com Downtown Carrboro! 
Open floor plan, spacious kitchen 
& dining, full of light. Hardwoods, 
fireplace, screened porch. Beau-
tiful master suite, planting beds 
galore! 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 
1610 sq. ft. $365,000. 929-
2005. 

273 RIVER VIEW Light, 
bright & airy contemporary w/
workshop in lower level. Private, 
wooded 5 acres in quiet neigh-
borhood near Perry Harrison. 
$269,000 WeaverStreetRealty.
com 929-5658 

PRICE REDUCED! Walk to 
Open Eye Cafe from this Carr-
boro mill house on a double lot 
fronting W. Carr & Old Pittsboro. 
Shade trees and heritage plant-
ings. Now $285,000 Weaver-
StreetRealty.com 929-5658 

CARRBORO HOME W/
CREEK Very cool contem-
porary with brick floors, walls 
of windows, wraparound porch 
and interesting architectural de-
tails. Wood lot has creek running 
through. $285,000 WeaverStree-
tRealty.com 929-5658 

Carrboro Cottage 
113 Dillard. 2 BR/1B, fenced 
yard, shed, patio, quiet no-
thru street. Buyers agents OK. 
$237,000. 919-360-4346 

Country Estate near 
Maple View Farms. Elegant yet 
comfortable home with gorgeous 
details. 10 acres, open meadow, 
pool w/waterfall, 3-car garage 
w/studio above. $1,285,000 
WeaverStreetRealty.com 929-
5658 

want green? Energy-ef-
ficient home on 7 private acres 
with pond and fenced gardens. 
Hardwood floors, woodstove, 
metal roof, workshop. Walk-
ing trails along beaver marsh. 
$475,000 WeaverStreetRealty.
com 929-5658 

www.102robert 
hunt.com

wonderful 4 bd/2.5ba home 
in Quarterpath Trace.

Condos for Sale

www.111GunstonCt.
com Charming townhome in 
Booker Creek Village, Chapel 
Hill. Renovated with new maple 
cabinets, new countertops, new 
sink, new fixtures, new carpet, 
new appliances. New wood 
laminate flooring. New, New, 
New! Walking trails and bus line. 
$174,900 Contact: Kara Hart 
929-2005 kara@TerraNova-
Global.com 929-2005 

Land for Sale

PICTURESQUE POND 
and pastoral 10 acres tucked 
behind Snipes Farm just 10 min-
utes from Carrboro. Deep spar-
kling pond with nesting geese 
and painted turtles. $205,000 
WeaverStreetRealty.com 929-
5658 

2.23 Acres for 
Sale - Carrboro 
www.108TheHollow.com. Build 
your next home or neighbor-
hood in Carrboro. Beautifully 
wooded lot. Very private, but just 
a short bike ride to Downtown 
and the Farmer’s Market. Can 
be subdivided into three.75 acre 
homesites. Build one house, 
build three. Backs to McDougle 
School. Water and sewer ease-
ments. $350,000 for the whole 
parcel. Seller willing to subdivide 
and sell individual lots: $117,000 
for.75 acres. Contact Kara Hart 
at Terra Nova 929.2005 or email 
Kara@terranovaglobal.com 

Office Space 
for Lease/Sale

204 W. Main St. 1000 sq.ft, 
great light, hardwood floor, down-
town Carrboro. 933-8485. 

FOR SALE or LEASE: 
Office suite 204 in 605 W. Main 
Building. Great downtown Car-
rboro location, Large windows 
= lots of light. Wired for high-
speed. Covered Parking. Eleva-
tor. $155,000 for sale, $1150/
Month lease. Contact: Kara Hart 
929-2005 kara@TerraNova-
Global.com 

Open Houses

OPEN THURS 5/22 4 - 6 
PM 390 Meadow Run Dr in Ar-
bor Lea. Custom Arts & Crafts-
style home with gardens by 
award-winning landscaper. Ex-
tensive windows & glass doors. 
Copper, tile and concrete coun-
tertops. Very private setting just 
10 minutes from UNC. $485,000 
WeaverStreetRealty 929-5658 

yard 
sale

Advertise 
your next 

Yard
Sale

in 
The Citizen!
Only $5 for a fifteen

word yard sale 
classified.

carrborocitizen.com/
classifieds
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FLORA
from page 1

The name of this hugging-the-
ground little pipe version is Aristolo-
chia serpentaria, which goes by lots of 
common names. There are snakeroot, 
Virginia Snakeroot, Sampson’s Snake-
root, Diamondback Rattlesnake Root, 
Turpentine-root, Birthwort and Pelican 
Flower, among others from which you 
can choose.

Numerous herbal plant references 
describe various preparations of plant 
parts to treat snakebite wounds and 
fevers. There are countless other for-
mulas for just about every imaginable 
injury and ailment. 

There’s a humorous account of 
Snakeroot in Paul Green’s Plant Book: 

“There’s a common belief that the 
Virginia variety, which also grows in the 
Valley, is especially good for increasing 
man’s sexual powers. I know of one 
case where the man and his wife were 
married several years and snakeroot 
was recommended by an old neigh-
bor. The man ate great quantities of 
it. In fact, he said, ‘I’ve et so much of 
that stuff I plumb foam at the mouth.’ 
Anyway, his wife had twins born to 
her, and so they never tired of recom-
mending this to their friends.” 

Paul Green adapted this tale into his 
play The Founders.

It is noteworthy that all of the 
descriptions of these herbal remedies 

warn that because of the plant’s poi-
sonous qualities, great caution must 
accompany use. So don’t even think 
of trying any of these remedies! But 
do enjoy going out in search for this 
unusual plant. Just to see it!

Include young people on your walk. 
Show them the picture of the leaves. 
They are more likely than adults to dis-
cover the plant. Don’t forget a magni-
fier for that close-up view.

Source: OWASA

Water Watch 
Wednesday, may 21
LAKE LEVELS 
University Lake: Full

Cane Creek Reservoir:  
3’ 7” below full

PRECIPITATION THIS MONTH 
Jones Ferry Water 
Treatment Plant:  3.81”	
Cane Creek Reservoir: 3.24”

CUSTOMER WATER DEMAND 
Past 7 days (average):  6.511 million gallons	
Past 30 days (average):  6.710 million gallons

Estimated Water Supply 
remaining: 450 days (about 15 
months), based on average demand in the 
last 30 days and assuming no further rainfall.

[ tip]:
Turn off the 
water while 
brushing your 
teeth. Saves 
three gallons 
each day!

photo by ken moore
The little flower and flower bud of snakeroot 
resemble Sherlock Holmes’ pipe.

Prices and payments exclude tax, tags & $379 dollar doc fee. All vehicles subject to FMCC credit approval. All vehicles subject to prior sale. †See dealer for complete details. Photos for illustration purposes only. Offers end 4/30/2008. © 2008 The Magna Group. www.themagnagroup.com.

800.367.3027
919.929.3115

102 EPHESUS CHURCH RD.
CHAPEL HILL, NC

SHOP US ONLINE
General Manager

Joe Wiedholz

$11,900
Stk #P14990A, 2 DR, a/c, chrome wheels, leather seats, power seats,

power windows/locks, tinted glass, keyless entry, front airbags,

CD/Cassette player, 64,869 mi.

2002 Ford Escape XLT 4x4..........$8500
Stk #82605A, V6, auto, 6-Disc cd, leather, step bars, excellent condition, 126K mi. 
2002 Saturn LW300 Wagon ........$8950
Stk #P15780A, auto, leather, chrome whls, and more! 68K mi.  

2003 Mercury 
Sable LS Premium Wagon ..........$9900
Stk #P15713, 24V/V6, auto, cass, cd changer, leather htd seats, 3rd rear fac-
ing seat, power/ABS, traction control, side impact air bags, 68K mi.  

2002 Ford F-150 
Super Cab XLT ..........................$10,900
Stk #82165A, 4.6L V8, auto, cd, htd seats, bed liner, local trade in, excellent condition, 95K mi. 

2006 Ford Taurus SEL..............$12,900
Stk #P15677, equipped with leather seats, cd, moon roof, power/ABS, and more!  23K mi. 

2006 Nissan Sentra ..................$12,900
Stk #P16309, 4 cyl., auto, a/c, front airbags, cd, 23K mi. 
2004 Jeep Liberty Limited 4x4 $12,900
Stk #22075A,V6, auto, 6-Disc cd, leather, moon roof, htd seats, 17” Wheels, 66K mi.
2004 Mazda 3 
4-Door Hatchback ....................$14,900
Stk #P15777, 4 cyl., auto, leather, 6-Disc cd changer, moon roof, and 17”
Wheels. 33K mi. 
2006 Dodge Grand Caravan SE ............$14,900
Stk #T16320, V6, auto, a/c, 3rd row seats, cruise, tilt, p/driver seat,
p/winds/lks, cd changer, DVD, 39K mi.

2008 Dodge Avenger ................$15,500
Stk #P16124, 4 cyl., auto, moon roof, side impact airbags, 22K mi. 
2007 Ford Freestar SEL............$15,900
Stk #PR16083, 4.2L V6, auto, cd, power driver seat, rear a/c, reverse sensors, and more! 49K mi. 
2005 Nissan Altima ..................$16,900
Stk #P16341, 4 cyl., auto, a/c, p/winds/lks, sunroof, keyless entry, Bose 6-
disc cd changer, 37K mi.
2006 Ford Five Hundred SEL ..$16,900
Stk #P15639, well equipped with power driver/passenger leather seats,
moon roof, 6-Disc CD, and more! 16K mi.   

2007 Mitsubishi Eclipse............$17,900
Stk #P16300, 4 cyl., 2.4L, auto, a/c, sunroof, tinted glass, remote trunk. 28K mi.

2007 Chrysler 300 Touring ......$21,900
Stk #P16091, V6, power driver/passenger htd leather seats, power/ABS, cd,
and more! 15K mi. 

2003 Ford Thunderbird ............$22,900
Stk #P15772A, V8, leather, 6-Disc cd changer, traction control, and more!  44K mi. 

2005 Toyota Solara
SLE Convertible ........................$22,900
Stk #P15848, V6, auto, 6-Disc cd, leather, and more! 33K mi. 
2005 Nissan
Pathfinder LE ............................$21,900
Stk #P16343, 6 cyl., auto, a/c, leather, keyless entry, dual climate control,
Bose 6-cd changer. 45K mi.

2006 Ford F-150 
Super Cab Lariat 4x4 ................$24,900
Stk #82157A, one owner, 5.4L V8, auto, leather, 6-Disc cd, moon roof,
chrome step bars, remote start, and more! 23K mi. 

2007 Ford Edge SEL ................$26,900
Stk #P15779, V6, auto, power driver/passenger htd leather seats, panoramic moon roof, and more! 12K mi. 

2007 Nissan Maxima SL ..........$27,900
Stk #P16339, V6, auto, a/c, p/winds/lks, cruise, tilt, p/driver/pass seat,
leather, moonroof, Bose cd chagner, p/winds/lks, 12K mi.
2006 Ford F-350 
Lariat Crew Cab Dually 4x4 ......$37,900
Stk #P15983, 6.0L diesel, auto, one owner, power driver/passenger leather
htd seats, camper shell, and slide out loader! 34K mi.  

2000 Volvo 

C70
2006 Nissan 
Maxima

$22,900
Stk #P16310, 6 cyl., auto, a/c, heated leather memory seats, p/winds/lks,

keyless entry, sunroof, cass/cd, Bose stereo, 40K mi. 

2004 Ford 

F-250
Lariat Super Cab

$19,900
Stk #82630A, 6.0L diesel, auto, leather, spray in bed liner, and more! 

107K mi.

DIESEL
AND
4X4!

2005 Nissan Pathfinder
LE 4x4

$24,900Stk #P16344, heated leather memory seats, 6 cyl., auto, a/c, p/winds/lks,rear a/c, keyless entry, cd, DVD, 48K mi.

2008 Ford 
Focus

$12,995
$215/Per Mo.

Stk #22130, 4 DR, auto, a/c, p/winds/lks, cd, MSRP: $15,900.

Buy For
Only

PRE-OWNED MEGA-CENTER
2008 Ford Fusion

Stk #22123, auto, a/c, p/winds/lks, MSRP: $19,370. $1801 down pymt + $198 1st mo. pymt +
$0 sec dep + $595 Bank fee = $2594 Due at signing. Ttl pymts: $7722.

Lease for 
$198*

per mo./39 mos. OR Buy for 
$15,995

2008 Ford Escape XLS
Stk #82526, auto, a/c, p/winds/lks, MSRP: $21,485. $1750 down pymt + $249 1st mo. pymt +

$0 sec dep + $595 Bank fee = $2594 Due at signing. Ttl pymts: $9711.

Lease for 
$249*

per mo./39 mos. OR  Buy for 
$18,595

2008 Ford Taurus SEL
Stk #22044, auto, a/c, p/winds/lks, MSRP: $25,705. $2594 down pymt + $309 1st mo. pymt +

$0 sec dep + $595 Bank fee = $3498 Due at signing. Ttl pymts: $12,051.

Lease for 
$309*

per mo./39 mos. OR  Buy for 
$19,995

LEASE SPECIALS!

0% APR Financing 
P L U S

$1,000 Rebate
on All New 2008 Ford Rangers!†

$0
Down!

Many New
and Pre-Owned
Vehicles with
35+ MPG to

Choose From!

orsold

sold

sold

sold

Monday-Friday 7am-7pm, Saturday 7am-3pm
Located 5 miles from Carrboro Plaza on Hwy. 54 west.

Call for availability: 923-5856 or 923-5699

singing in the rain

Walker BroWn Co.

roofing and
arChiteCtural

Sheet Metal

n.C general Contracting 
license #35623

walkerbrownroofing@hotmail.com
po box 187 • carrboro nc 27510
phone 942-0776 • fax 942-0729

roofS that Stand the teStS of tiMe

by Kirk Ross
Staff Writer

The good news coming from 
the Orange Water and Sewer 
Authority is not only that the 
reservoirs are nearing capacity 
but that conservation practices 
among the utility’s customers 
continue even though the more 
stringent rules have been lifted.

The bad news, though, is that 
less water use has opened up a 
hole in the OWASA budget that 
likely will require a hefty rate 
increase.

OWASA’s board of directors 
is scheduled to review a plan 
tonight (Thursday) that would 
raise rates by an average of 24 
percent. A typical residential 
bill for a customer using 5,000 
gallons would rise from $58.18 
to $72.69, a jump of almost 25 
percent.

OWASA executive director 
Ed Kerwin told the Carrboro 
Board of Aldermen Tuesday 
night that he is expecting a defi-
cit of close to $1.5 million for 
next year.

All things considered, Ker-
win said, “I’d rather run out of 
money than run out of water.”

Because of the shortfall, Ker-
win said the utility has enacted 
a series of budget cuts that in-
clude a hiring freeze on open 
positions.

While an estimated drop in 
water use of around 13 percent 
is a major factor in the revenue 

drop, a 60 percent reduction in 
hookup fees due to a slowdown 
in new-home construction is 
also contributing to a reduction 
in revenue.

To cut costs, the utility has 
delayed some of its plans for me-
ter and infrastructure upgrades. 
OWASA will, however, move 
forward with a project delayed 
last year to reduce odors from its 
Mason Farm treatment plant.

OWASA plans to hold a pub-
lic hearing on the budget and the 
proposed rate increase on June 
12.

Also on Thursday night, with 
reservoirs officially at 85 percent 
of capacity and May rainfall ex-
pected to be higher than average, 
the OWASA board is scheduled 
to consider lifting its Stage One 
Water restrictions.

OWASA plans rate hike
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