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phOTO by KEN mOORE
One of thousands of tall beardtongues in mason 
Farm fields

penstemon Fields

L
ast week, I described 
my delight in find-
ing a snakeroot with 
two flowers. This past 
weekend, my garden-

ing friend, Sally, was downright 
apologetic in inviting me over to 
see several snakeroots growing 
in her wild garden. They were 
not only taller than ones I have 
seen, but at the base of one 
clump we counted as many as 
a dozen little flowers in various 
stages, from bud to fruit. Sally 
and I share a wonderful compe-
tition as wild gardeners.

having no snakeroots of my 
own, I went back over to the 
botanical Garden’s mason Farm 
biological Reserve to show a 
friend the flowers of snakeroot. 
On this visit, we found even 
more plants, some with flowers 
fully open and some with buds 
yet to mature. but I never found 
a plant with more than two flow-
ers. Sally wins this one!

however, the real highlight of 
the walk around mason Farm 
on memorial Day was discover-
ing the “keeper of the farm,” 
Johnny Randall, with his younger 
son, max. Johnny, the botani-
cal Garden’s associate director 
for conservation, was visiting 
the farm to check on some rare 
plants and to enjoy a walk along 
the open fields and around the 
big Oak woods with max. 

Exactly a year ago, I described 
the mason Farm penstemon 
fields here in The Citizen. I 
thought the fields were spectacu-
lar then. Guess what? This year, 
the fields are even more spec-
tacular. 

Since Johnny and max are 
always willing to brave the poison 
ivy and ticks to take a closer look

SEE  FLORA  pAGE 7

FLORA by Ken moore

seymour Center takes the “senior” out of aging
RecentLy	.	.	.	
by Valarie Schwartz

It’s already been a year since the 
Chapel Hill Senior Center on Elliott 
Road closed and the Robert and Pearl 
Seymour Center opened on Home-
stead Road. Not only did it move, the 
name has stuck — the seniors who use 
it have dropped “senior” from their 
vernacular when they refer to their 
center — it’s the Seymour Center (pe-
riod).

The folks who delight in the activi-
ties there have planned several celebra-
tions to honor the occasion, including 
the MayTime Merriment Gala Friday 
and Saturday.

The Prime Time Players, a group 
of about 20 talented participants 
at the Seymour Center, will knock 
some socks off with their displays in 
two shows, featuring performances of 
classical music and show tunes either 
sung or performed on instruments, a 
vaudeville number, poetry reading, 
performed skit written by Carol Bur-
nette, storyteller and performances 
by the Taptations and the Village Re-
view.

The Prime Time Players is a the-
ater troupe, ages 55 and over, started 
four years ago as a committee of the 

Friends of the Seymour Center (for-
merly Friends of the Senior Center).

Bobbi Lubker chairs the commit-
tee and has been involved with it since 
it started.

“Janice Tyler was always interested 
in having a theater group,” Lubker said 
of Tyler, the Orange County Senior 
Centers Administrator. “The Friends 
appointed a committee to look into 
developing a group,” because there 
were a lot of talented people around 

needing an outlet. Besides providing 
emoting time, their annual perfor-
mances raise funds for the Friends, 
which provide support to the Seymour 
Center staff in bringing programs and 
activities to Orange County seniors.

“Our seniors have a myriad of 
interests and we try to cover all of 
them,” said Lee Pavao, chairman of 
the Friends.

Since the senior center started on 
Elliott Road, the Friends have kept 

it going by covering expenses beyond 
the county budget. Pavao said their 
current needs include enhanced audio 
equipment, solar shades for the great 
room to cut down on glare, better 
lighting and “additional things that 
don’t come into the realm of program-
ming.”

This will be the third show the 
Prime Time Players has presented and 
the first in the Seymour Center, cap-
ping off a month of activities recogniz-
ing May as Older Americans Month. 
Anniversary cake will be served at in-
termission in celebration of one year at 
the Seymour Center.

“This will be my last effort as chair-
man,” Lubker said of her

SEE  RecentLy  pAGE 2

CONTRIbuTED phOTO
Joyce Weiser and mary Ann Freedman rehearse for mayTime merriment.

residents weigh in at subdued county budget meet

by Kirk ross
Staff Writer

After a short public hearing at 
Town Hall Tuesday night on the pro-
posed 2009-2009 budget, the Carr-
boro Board of Aldermen asked for a 
small rewrite and indicated they are 
likely to approve the proposal at the 
next meeting on June 3.

The main change as a result of the 
hearing was an addition of $4,000 to 
the amount the town will send to the 
Orange County Land Trust.

Robert Dowling, the Land Trust’s 
executive director, said his budget is 
increasing because of a considerable 

rise in the number of homes the or-
ganization handles.

The Land Trust wants to hire a 
marketing manager and improve its 
ability to move homes. The organi-
zation has requested an additional 
$8,000 from Carrboro this year, 
bringing the town’s total contribu-
tion to the Land Trust to $34,000.

Dowling reminded board mem-
bers that the Land Trust is enacting 
public policy and must grow to keep 
up with what local governments are 
asking of it. “There’s no real choice,” 
he said. The trust expects to sell about 
27 homes this year, he said. “Next 
year, potentially 70 homes; in 2010, 

potentially 100 homes.”
The organization’s original request 

was trimmed in half in Town Man-
ager Steve Stewart’s proposed budget. 
Stewart said other local governments 
had made similar changes in their 
budgets.

But several board members said 
they’d like to see the original $8,000 
request approved. In a vote on the 
question, Dan Coleman, Jacquie 
Gist and John Herrera approved the 
change. Mayor Mark Chilton and 
aldermen Joal Hall Broun and Lydia 
Lavelle voted against it. Randee Ha-
ven O’Donnell did not vote. The tie 
vote meant that the measure passed 

and Stewart was asked to adjust the 
budget accordingly.

At the hearing, the board heard 
from Zach Ward of DSI Comedy 
Theater and Michael Mahler of Woo-
tini Gallery on behalf of the town’s 
arts committee. They encouraged the 
town to find a more unified approach 
to promoting the arts. Ward sug-
gested the town advertise more and 
consider taking out a full-page ad in 
the Independent Weekly to promote 
local arts events.

Also offering her comments at the 
hearing was Marty Mandell, who

SEE  tOWn		pAGE 3

scroggs
calls it
a day
Educator retires
after 35 years
by susan Dickson
Staff Writer

When Steve Scroggs began his first 
day as assistant superintendent for 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools, 
he sat outside his office and cried. Af-
ter nearly 30 years working directly 
with children, Scroggs had made the 
transition to school administration, 
and found himself a little lonely. 

“It was the first time there wasn’t 
a child to say, ‘Good morning, Mr. 
Scroggs,’” he said. He got through 
the day by going to the nearby pre-
kindergarten to find a child to give 
him a hug and say good morning. 

Scroggs has spent the past eight 
years serving as assistant superinten-
dent for support services for Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro City Schools and the

Carrboro readies for vote on budget

this	Weekend
FRidAy
partly Cloudy 
85/65

sAtuRdAy 
40% Chance of rain 
90/67

sundAy	
40% Chance of rain 
88/63

inside:	MiLL	
Our June arts and 
music magazine features 
summer delights

Maytime	Merriment	
Gala

7:30 p.m. Friday, may 30
2 p.m. Saturday, may 31

Robert and pearl Seymour 
Center

2551 homestead Road

Tickets $5 at the door

phOTO by KIRK ROSS
Steve Scroggs retires this year from his post as assistant superintendent of Chapel hill-Carrboro City Schools. Scroggs’ teaching 
career began as a peace Corps volunteer and he has spent the last 35 years in North Carolina public schools.

by susan Dickson
Staff Writer

Several county residents spoke 
against the proposed tax increase 
while others spoke in favor of funding 
programs and services at an unusually 
short public hearing on the proposed 
county budget Tuesday night. 

“I’m a little disappointed,” said Ben 
Lloyd, a longtime county resident and 
former county commissioner. “Last 
year there was so much jumping up 
and down and hollering.” 

School and county officials 
changed the budget process this year 

after hundreds of people spoke at 
public hearings last year in favor of 
increasing school funding. Commis-
sioners increased school funding in 
the final budget, but both officials and 
residents expressed concern regarding 
the budget process. 

School officials presented their 
projected funding needs to the board 
in the fall, rather than this spring, so 
that commissioners would have that 
information when setting their bud-
get goals. 

Orange County Manager Laura 
Blackmon last week recommended an 
8.8-cent increase on the ad valorem 

tax rate in her proposed 2008-09 fis-
cal year county budget. 

The increase would raise the ad va-
lorem tax rate to $1.038 per $100 of 
property valuation, representing a 9 
percent increase over the current 95-
cent rate. The recommended $188.3 
million budget is an 8.4 percent in-
crease over last year’s approved bud-
get.

Blackmon also recommended in-
creasing the Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
special district tax by 2.65 cents, to 23 
cents per $100 of property valuation.

Under the proposed budget, nearly 
half of the general fund budget would 

fund the Chapel Hill-Carrboro and 
Orange County school districts. 
Blackmon’s recommendation funds 
98.5 percent of the two school dis-
tricts’ requested budgets.

Several county residents said the 
proposed tax increases were too high, 
especially for residents on fixed in-
comes.

“Please do not raise our taxes as 
much as it has been suggested. There’s 
no way we can pay it,” said Betsy Til-
ley, a county resident for 69 years. 
“People are leaving Orange County

SEE  cOunty		pAGE 3
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Engagement

ORANGE	COUNTY	ANIMAL	SERVICES	
— Come meet Sonya !  This 2-month-old cutie is 
here with her siblings and is full of playfulness and 
puppy love!  she loves to cuddle and give kisses!  
Come visit her and her brothers and sisters today!  
stop by orange County’s animal shelter, 1081 MLK 
Jr. blvd, Chapel hill or call 919-967-7383.  you can 
also see her and other adoptable animals online at 
www.co.orange.nc.us/animalservices/adoption.asp. 

Special	Events
Computer	classes — free 
computer classes: internet, email, 
Word, excel, Powerpoint, nC Live. 
registration required. Wednesdays, 
Jun. 4 through aug. 6, 7:00pm, Car-
rboro Cybrary, 100 n. Greensboro 
st., Carrboro, 918-7387, cybrary@
co.orange.nc.us,  www.co.orange.
nc.us/library/cybrary

First	Sunday — monthly celebra-
tion on historic hillsboro street in 
downtown Pittsboro. June 1st 12 
– 4pm. Music by rootsie 1–3pm. 
arts and craft vendors will line the 
streets selling their work, local gal-
leries and shops will be  open. 919-
260-9725 or pittsboroshops.com

Faith
Vacation	Bible	School — Mon. 
June 23 - Fri. June 27. ages 5-14. 
5:30-8pm, dinner included. registra-
tion deadline  June 15. suggested 
donation of $20  to cover materials).

Buddhism — buddhist teach-
ings, discussion and meditation 
with Gen Tilopa, resident teacher 
of the Kosala buddhist Center, 
from 7-8:30pm every Wednesday 

evening. The June series will focus 
on “The Kadampa buddhist way of 
Life.” $10.  newcomer’s first class is 
free. Located at 711 West rosemary 
street in Carrboro (above Carrbur-
ritos). www.meditationinchapelhill.
org, 967-1861.

OUTdOOR	
ACTIVITIES
Niche	Gardens	guided	gar-
den	walks	— saturdays through 
June, 10am. spring planting, garden 
maintenance, design & gardening 
for wildlife with bird and butterfly 
gardens. Free. niche Gardens, 1111 
dawson rd, Chapel hill. 967-0078 
or www.nichegardens.com

Guided	Tours	— of the n.C. 
botanical Garden’s Plant Collec-
tions, every saturday at 10am. Led 
by trained volunteer tour guides and 
botanical Garden curators. Free.

digital	Camera	Workshop 
— lecture and photo sessions at 
the n.C. botanical Gardens. Free, 
Fridays from 12:30-4pm.

Birdwatching	Kayak	Trip	— for 
teens and adults. Visit a blue heron 
nesting area and see beaver lodges, 

herons, osprey and more. Jordan Lake. 
saturday, May 24, 2-5pm, $30. instruc-
tion, equipment and guide included. 
929-3805 kayakadvendturesnc.com

KIdS
Toddler	Time	— at the Carrboro 
branch Library. every Thursday at 
4pm. 969-3006

Preschool	Story	Time	— at 
the Carrboro branch Library. every 
saturday at 10:30am.

Express	Yourself!	— art program 
for ages 3-8 & their caregivers. 
Weekly art projects for children & 
adults to explore their own creative 
paths. saturdays, 10:45-11:15 & 
11:30am-noon. $2. Kidzu Children’s 
Museum, 105 e Franklin st, 933-
1455, www.kidzuchildrensmuseum.
org

Nature	Tales:	Storytime	in	the	
Garden	— n.C. botanical Garden. 
Thursdays, 10-11am. Children 3-5 
years old are invited to attend a 
storytime in the garden. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. 
$5/family.

VOLUNTEERS
RSVP	55+	Volunteer	Program	 
— seeks volunteers to match other 
volunteers with opportunities for 
public service. 968-2056

Meals	on	Wheels	— seeks 
volunteers to deliver meals and/or 
bake simple desserts for recipients 
in the Chapel hill/Carrboro area. 
942-2948

English	as	a	Second	Language	
Conversation	Club — seeks 
volunteers to talk with groups 
of international students Fridays 
from 11:30am-1:30pm. university 
Methodist Church on Franklin st. 
967-1448, harwellja@bellsouth.net

HEALTH	&	
WELLNESS
Living	with	Advanced/Meta-
static	Cancer — a bi-weekly 
support group. Meets 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays, 3:30-5pm. drop-in, no 
charge. Cornucopia house Cancer 
support Center. 401-9333, cornuco-
piahouse.org

The	Compassionate	Friends:	
Self-help	support	after	the	
death	of	a	child — free and 
open to all adults grieving the loss 
of a child or sibling. Third Mondays, 
7-8:30pm. evergreen united Meth-
odist Church. 967-3221. chapelhilltcf.
org

Peer	Connections — will have 
its next meeting at the Carrboro 
Town hall on Thursday, May 29th 
from 5:30 -7pm.  The topic will be 

dental health.  Contact ellen Perry 
at  942-5602 or  peerconnections@
gmail.com

MUSEUMS
Planetarium	&	digital	Theater	
Shows — science LiVe demos. 
ongoing. Morehead Planetarium, 
250 e Franklin st, Chapel hill. info 
hotline 549-6863, office 962-1236, 
tickets 843-7997. Thu-sat 10am-
5pm, 6:30-9:15pm. moreheadplan-
etarium.org

dANCE
Havana	Nights —Cuban salsa. 
1st and 3rd Thursdays, 10pm. Man-
sion 462, 462 W Franklin st, 967-
7913, www.mansion462.net

Salsa/Mambo	— 3rd saturdays, 
lesson 8pm, dance 8:30-11pm. $7, 
358-4201, salsa_4u2@yahoo.com. 
Fred astaire dance studio, 4702 
Garrett rd, durham.

Ballroom — 4th & 5th Thursdays, 
7-9:30pm, $2. 933-8982. seymour 
senior Center, 2551 homestead rd, 
Chapel hill, 968-2070

Carrboro	danceJam	— free-
style dance to an eclectic mix of 
music. First Fridays. balanced Move-
ment studio. 304 W Weaver st, 
upstairs. smoke & alcohol free. Call 
968-8776 for more info. 

LECTURES,	
dISCUSSIONS	
&	OPEN	MICS
Open	Mic	—poetry, music & 
short fiction. Tuesdays, 7pm, Market 

street books & Maps, southern Vil-
lage. 933-5111, www.marketstreet-
books.com

LITERARY
Not	a	drop	to	drink:	Ameri-
ca’s	Water	Crisis	(And	What	
You	Can	do)	— by Ken Midkiff. 
Join a discussion with panelists from 
the sierra Club, oWasa and unC. 
Mon., June 2, 7pm. Century Center.

The	Alchemist	— by Paulo 
Coelho. on Friday, May 30 at 7pm, 
the Contemporary Fiction book 
Club. Carrboro Cybrary.

Then	She	Found	Me	— Thurs-
day, June 5 at 7pm, the Movie/book 
Club meets to discuss the film and 
book by elinor Lipman on which it 
was based. Carrboro Cybrary.

Middlesex — on Thursday, Jun 
26 at 7:00pm, the Contemporary 
Fiction book Club meets to discuss 
Middlesex by Jeffrey eugenides. We 
always welcome new participants. 
Carrboro Cybrary, 100 n. Greens-
boro st., Carrboro, 918-7387, cy-
brary@co.orange.nc.us, www.
co.orange.nc.us/library/cybrary

FILM	
de	Florida	a	Coauhuila — a 
film telling the story of the Mascgo 
people. directed by rafael rebollar. 
sunday, June 1 at 5pm. Free and 
open to the public. ChiCLe, 101 
e Weaver st, 3rd floor. 933-0398, 
chi-cle.com

Community	Calendar

Mr.	 and	 Mrs.	 	 Michael	 L.	
Norwood	 of	 Chapel	 Hill	 an-
nounce	 the	 engagement	 of	
their	daughter	Amy	to	Donald	
Irwin	Roush	of	Raleigh,	son	of	
Donald	and	Marilyn	Roush	of	
Chapel	Hill.

The	bride-elect	 is	a	graduate	
of	Chapel	Hill	High	School,	a	
graduate	of	UNC-Wilmington	
with	a	B.A.	degree	in	elementa-
ry	education	and	a	graduate	of	
UNC-Chapel	Hill	with	a	B.S.	
degree	 in	 nursing.	 She	 is	 em-
ployed	by	the	N.C.	Children’s	
Hospital	as	a	Newborn	Critical	
Care	nurse.	

The	groom-elect	is	a	graduate	
of	 the	 University	 of	 Califor-
nia-Riverside	 where	 he	 earned	
a	B.A.	with	a	double	major	in	
history	 and	 political	 science.	
He	 moved	 from	 California	
to	 North	 Carolina	 in	 2004	
and	is	employed	as	a	home	in-
spector	 with	 Accurate	 Home	
Inspections.	

The	wedding	will	 take	place	
in	 Chapel	 Hill	 at	 University	
Presbyterian	 Church	 on	 Au-

gust	23,	2008.		A	reception	will	
follow	at	the	Carolina	Inn.

Roush	to	wed	Norwood

amy norwood and donald roush

PETS	OF	THE	WEEK
APS	OF	ORANGE	COUNTY	— hi, i’m	

Nutmeg!	i’m an eight-year-old quiet cat whose 
owner passed away and no one would take me. i 
get along with other cats and do not seem to mind 
dogs. i love to sit in your lap while you read a book. 
Come see me at animal Protection society of 
orange County, 6311 nicks road, Mebane, or call 
304-2300. you can also go online at www.animal-
protectionsociety.org

                   Announce
YOUR Special Occasion

   FREE
               in

The Carrboro Citizen

Send text and photos via email to
editor@carrborocitizen.com

Which to choose? Contact our FREE

APARTMENT LOCATOR
1-888-GSC-APTS
Email: nclocator@gscapts.com 

© GSC 04/2008  
Certain restrictions apply.

Offers are for a limited time and are 
subject to change without notice.

Booker Creek
Large townhouses in a prestigious neighborhood at the Booker Creek Trail, from  $733.
2525 Booker Creek Road  •  888-329-1690  •  Email:  bc@gscapts.com

Franklin Woods
Nothing beats our great Franklin Street location!  From  only $665.
1521 East Franklin Street  •  888-329-1782  •  Email:  fw@gscapts.com

PineGate
Our location is right on target! Just off 15-501 near I-40. Starting at $499.
100 Pinegate Circle  •  800-884-7345  •  Email:  pg@gscapts.com

Royal Park
Enjoy living like royalty at Royal Park! Starting at only $550.
501 Highway 54 Bypass •  888-329-1794  •  Email:  rp@gscapts.com

Estes Park
Closer to downtown Carrboro, and a free bus at your door! One and two bedrooms from only $459.
306 North Estes Drive  •  800-533-8694  •  Email:  ep@gscapts.com

University Lake
No roommates required! A special one-bedroom-only community from $525.
200 Barnes Street  •  888-329-1794  •  Email:  ul@gscapts.com

Kingswood
King-sized kitchens, one mile to UNC, starting at just $575.
1105 Hwy. 54 Bypass  •  888-329-1784  •  Email:  kw@gscapts.com

Carolina Apartments
At Carolina Apartments, size does matter! Spacious floorplans beginning at only $615.
401 Highway 54 Bypass  •  888-329-1760  •  Email:  ca@gscapts.com

Ridgewood
Your own space! A one-bedroom community from only $499. Bike to UNC or Weaver Street Market.
404 Jones Ferry Road  •  888-338-1477  •  Email:  rgw@gscapts.com

Hurry! We’re almost full!

FREE 
$250 GAS CARd

Save more by living at our 
convenient gas-saving locations!

RECENTLY
FroM PaGe 1

year	at	the	helm	of	the	commit-
tee.

With	 the	 host	 of	 talented	
people	interested	in	performing,	
the	 effort	has	been	 rather	 large.	
Choosing	the	slate	of	performers	
after	four	hours	of	auditions	and	
creating	 a	 timed	 program	 from	
it	can	be	trickier	than	arranging	
the	 numbers	 of	 a	 Sudoku,	 but	
these	 variety	 shows	 require	 less	
time	 commitment	 and	 schedul-
ing	 than	 performing	 a	 play	 or	
musical.

“We	 started	 with	 very	 ambi-
tious	 thinking	 and	 decided	 on	
the	 galas	 as	 a	 way	 to	 get	 a	 lot	
of	 people	 involved	 without	 the	
stress	 of	 producing	 (a	 written	
show),”	Lubker	said.

Not	 only	 will	 it	 be	 an	 en-
tertaining	 show,	 it’s	 a	 great	 op-
portunity	 for	 experiencing	 the	
Seymour	 Center	 and	 getting	 a	
taste	of	what	one	can	aspire	to	do	
given	enough	age.

For	 more	 information,	 call	
968-2070.	

Contact Valarie Schwartz at va-
lariekays@mac.com or 923-3746.

PhoTo CourTesy Carrboro CiViC CLub
settle Womble of the Carrboro Civic Club awarded a $300 
scholarship to east Chapel hill high senior shen Chen for his 
outstanding volunteer work. his service work includes habitat for 
humanity, coaching special olympics and yMCa sports teams, 
volunteering at the Veterans affairs hospital and more. The annual 
scholarship recognizes students from area high schools who dedicate 
time to service.

Civic	Club	awards	scholarship
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Animal shelter benefit cookout
Orange	County’s	Animal	Services	Department	will	hold	its	

first	annual	Spring	Cookout	on	Saturday	from	12	to	4	p.m.	at	
the	Orange	County	Animal	Shelter.	

	The	event	will	feature	a	scavenger	hunt,	adoptable	animals	
and	free	hot	dogs	and	drinks.	In	addition,	local	musicians	will	
perform.	

The	event	is	free	and	open	to	the	public.	For	more	informa-
tion,	 visit	 www.co.orange.nc.us/animalservices/events.asp	 or	
contact	Sarah	Fallin,	program	coordinator,	at	967-7383.		The	
shelter	is	located	at	1081	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	Blvd.	in	Cha-
pel	Hill.

Women’s workshops
The	Women’s	Center	will	hold	a	 series	of	financial	work-

shops	in	June.	
Workshops	 will	 be	 held	 four	 Thursdays,	 starting	 June	 5,	

from	6	 to	8	p.m.	 at	 the	Women’s	Center	 and	will	 focus	on	
a	 different	 financial	 topic	 each	 week.	 Topics	 include	 budget	
management	and	credit	repair,	investing,	bankruptcy	and	fore-
closure	prevention,	and	money	management.	

For	more	information	or	to	register,	call	the	Women’s	Cen-
ter	at	968-4610.

Dry dog wash
On	Saturday,	May	31	Whole	Foods	in	Chapel	Hill	will	host	

a	dry	dog	wash	with	volunteers	for	the	Animal	Protection	So-
ciety.	For	a	donation,	they	will	“dry	bathe”	your	dog	while	you	
have	a	bite	to	eat	for	$5	per	plate.	The	event	includes	raffles	and	
contests	 and	 fun	 activities	 for	dogs,	 including	dog	massages	
and	portraits.	An	OWASA	representative	will	speak	on	water	
conservation	and	raffle	off	a	water	barrel.	All	proceeds	benefit	
the	Animal	Protection	Society	of	Orange	County.

Emergency prep fair
The	N.C.	Children’s	Hospital	will	host	an	Emergency	Pre-

paredness	fair	 from	10	a.m.	to	3	p.m.	on	Thursday,	May	29	
and	Friday,	May	30	in	the	lobby.	The	fair	provides	informa-
tion	on	severe	weather	and	other	emergency	preparedness	from	
the	 Federal	 Emergency	 Management	 Agency,	 the	 National	
Weather	Service	and	other	organizations.	Two		prizes	will	be	
given	away,	a	weather	radio	and	a	Red	Cross	disaster	kit.	Mem-
bers	of	the	public	are	welcome	to	attend.

News Briefs
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Cliff’s Meat Market
SUPER SUPPER SPECIALS!!

corona extra, negra modelo, pacifico, budweiser!

All NAturAl 
Ground Chuck 

$2.99/lb

rib Eyes 
$6.99/lb

All NAturAl 
Chuck roast 

$2.99/lb

taking orders for 
Pheasant, 

Quail and Squab

baby Back 
ribs 

$3.99/lb

OYStErS
Fresh shucked - (pint)

In shell - 
(by special order)

Maple View 
Farms Milk!

$3.95/gallon

Chorizo 
Sausage
$2.99/lb

100 WESt MAIn St., CARRboRo
919-942-2196 Mon-SAt 9am-6pm

Debit
& EBT

Prices good thru 6/05/08

Organic Eggs
Brown-$2.59/doz

White-$1.99/doz

Fish
For Pond stocking

Delivery will be
Tuesday, June 3

Southern States Coop
300 N. Greensboro St.

Carrboro, NC 27510

11:45 –12:45 pm
919-942-6353

To place an order call 
the store above, or call

1-800-247-2615
www.farleysf ishfarm.com

Farleys Arkansas Pondstockers Inc
CASH Arkansas 72421

A unique school experience for
children ages 2-5 and their families.

Now accepting applications 
for summer camp and fall 

registration in our
newly renovated space
just outside Carrboro!

In historic White Cross School,
5 miles west from Carrboro Plaza

3501 Hwy 54 West - Chapel Hill

919.619.8288
Hours: 8:45am-12:30pm or 8:45am-3:30pm

www.ourplayhousepreschool.com
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told	the	board	she	did	not	want	
to	see	 taxes	raised,	because	 the	
slowing	 economy	 has	 already	
placed	 a	burden	on	many	 resi-
dents.

“I	think	these	are	very	somber	
times,”	she	said,	“and	people	are	
hurting.”	 Raising	 taxes	 under	
such	 circumstances,	 she	 said,	
was	unconscionable.

Stewart	 is	 recommending	
that	the	town	raise	property	tax-
es	 3.23	 cents,	 putting	 the	 total	
tax	rate	at	68.60	cents	per	$100	
of	assessed	value.	For	the	owner	
of	 a	 $200,000	 home,	 the	 in-
crease	would	be	about	$65.	The	
additional	 $4,000	 would	 raise	
the	 rate	 by	 about	 an	 additional	
.03	cents.

by Kirk Ross
Staff Writer

The	 Carrboro	 Board	 of	 Al-
dermen	approved	a	new	type	of	
zoning	 and	 shortly	 afterward	
approved	 the	 first	 property	 to	
receive	 it	 in	 a	 meeting	 Tuesday	
night	at	Town	Hall.

The	 town’s	 new	 conditional	
zoning	rules	were	approved	after	
a	discussion	about	how	the	new	
rules	would	affect	mainly	down-
town	areas.	Conditional	 zoning	
extends	the	town’s	ability	to	limit	
uses	for	a	property	beyond	what	
a	typical	conditional-use	permit	

would.
The	rules	were	drafted	specifi-

cally	to	solve	a	quandary	about	a	
proposed	 zoning	 change	 at	 102	
Center	 St.	 The	 owners	 of	 the	
property,	 Center	 Street	 Preser-
vation,	 wanted	 to	 expand	 the	
commercial	uses	of	the	property,	
which	was	zoned	residential.

Despite	 assurances	 by	 the	
owners	 that	 they	 would	 main-
tain	 the	 integrity	 of	 the	 small,	
residential	 street,	 in	 recent	 dis-
cussions	 several	board	members	
have	 said	 they	were	uncomfort-
able	 granting	 the	 property	 a	
business	zoning	because	a	future	

owner	of	the	building	could	then	
expand	its	commercial	use	even	
more.

To	 resolve	 the	 issue,	 town	
planners	drafted	new	conditional	
zoning	rules	that	create	a	mecha-
nism	for	reaching	agreement	on	
types	 of	 uses.	 On	 Tuesday,	 the	
board	of	aldermen	agreed	to	al-
low	conditional	zoning,	but	only	
for	 properties	 applying	 for	 B-2	
zoning,	which	 is	 focused	 in	 the	
transitional	 areas	 between	 resi-
dential	 and	 commercial	 regions	
of	downtown.

Under	 the	 rules	 adopted	 for	
the	Center	Street	property,	it	can	

only	be	used	for	an	office	serving	
clients	on	premises;	an	office	at-
tracting	little	or	no	client	traffic;	
a	bed	and	breakfast;	a	home-oc-
cupation	business;	or	a	residence.	
At	Tuesday’s	hearing,	the	board	
and	 the	 property	 owners	 also	
agreed	 to	 language	 that	 would	
prevent	them	from	destroying	or	
removing	the	mill	house	on	the	
lot.

Board	 member	 Joal	 Hall	
Broun	also	urged	that	the	town	
look	 into	 allowing	 conditional	
zoning	for	other	types	of	zones,	
saying	 the	 added	 flexibility	
would	be	helpful.

Town OKs new type of zoning on Center Street
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now	 ...	 because	 they	 can’t	 af-
ford	to	live	here.”	

	 Tilley’s	 husband,	 Wayne	
Tilley,	echoed	her	concerns.	

“We	 just	 cannot	 afford	 to	
keep	 funding	 everything	 ev-
erybody	 thinks	 we	 need	 or	
want,”	he	said.	“Consider	peo-
ple	 like	myself	 that	have	fixed	
income	and	would	 like	 to	 live	
in	 Orange	 County,	 but	 we’re	
feeling	 the	 pinch,	 and	 I	 don’t	
see	any	relief	in	sight.”	

Lloyd	 criticized	 the	 com-
missioners	for	the	county’s	lack	
of	economic	development.	

“You	 have	 had	 the	 door	
closed	to	economic	growth	for	
30	years	that	would	have	pro-

vided	jobs	for	Orange	County	
and	dollars	 for	Orange	Coun-
ty’s	needs,”	he	said.	

According	 to	 Blackmon,	
homeowners	pay	about	70	per-
cent	 of	 the	 county’s	 general	
fund	revenue.	

Several	 residents	 spoke	 in	
favor	of	fully	funding	a	volun-
teer	 coordinator	 position	 for	
the	 county’s	 Certified	 Emer-
gency	 Response	 Team,	 while	
a	 few	 others	 mentioned	 the	
schools.	

Karl	Knapp	urged	the	com-
missioners	not	 to	decrease	 the	
manager’s	proposed	allocation	
for	the	schools.	

“It	is	providing	a	reasonable	
funding	 increase	 for	 educa-
tion	in	our	county,”	he	said.	“I	
would	 be	 more	 thrilled	 about	
this	 if	 the	 increase	 were	 not	

funded	by	a	fairly	large	tax	in-
crease	...	[but]	let	us	remember	
that	the	increase	is	not	in	there	
for	extravagant	spending.”	

Commissioners	 have	 indi-
cated	they	think	the	proposed	
tax	increase	is	too	high.	Black-
mon	said	she	is	looking	at	dif-
ferent	 programs	 and	 services	
to	cut	in	order	to	minimize	the	
tax	 increase	 and	 will	 provide	
options	to	the	Board	of	Coun-
ty	Commissioners	on	June	5.	

The	board	will	hold	a	second	
public	hearing	on	the	proposed	
budget	 tonight	 (Thursday)	 at	
7:30	 at	 the	 Southern	 Human	
Services	Center	on	Homestead	
Road.	 The	 board	 is	 scheduled	
to	approve	the	budget	on	June	
24.

The	drought	is	officially	over,	
but	the	Orange	Water	and	Sewer	
Authority	has	implemented	new	
year-round	 rules.	 OWASA	 di-
rectors	 voted	 last	 Thursday	 to	
end	 water-shortage	 restrictions	
and	surcharges	now	that	the	res-
ervoirs	 are	 approaching	 full.	As	
of	Wednesday,	University	Lake,	
the	 Cane	 Creek	 Reservoir	 and	
the	 Quarry	 Reservoir	 contain	
about	three	billion	gallons	of	wa-
ter,	which	is	about	85	percent	of	
capacity	or	enough	for	about	15	
months.

OWASA	says	that	with	higher	
levels	and	reduced	demand	(from	
conservation),	 there	 is	 little	 risk	
of	 the	 reservoirs	 falling	 to	 criti-
cally	low	levels.

But	 don’t	 go	 leaving	 on	 the	
hose.	 The	 OWASA	 year-round	
conservation	requirements	are:

•	 Spray	 irrigation	 is	 limited	
to	a	maximum	of	three	days	per	
week	 (even-numbered	 addresses	
on	Wednesday,	Friday	and	Sun-
day;	odd-numbered	addresses	on	
Tuesday,	Thursday	and	Saturday)	
and	is	allowed	before	9	a.m.	and	

after	8	p.m.	Irrigation	is	limited	
to	one	inch	per	week.

•	 Automatic	 controllers	 and	
rain	 or	 moisture	 sensors	 are	 re-
quired	 on	 spray	 irrigation	 sys-
tems.

•	Shut-off	nozzles	are	required	
on	hoses.

•	 Water	 waste,	 such	 as	 run-
off,	 to	other	properties	or	 street	
right-of-ways,	is	prohibited.

•	Leaks	must	be	 repaired	by	
the	customer	within	10	days	of	a	
notice	by	OWASA.

•	Restaurants	 shall	 serve	wa-

ter	only	on	request.
•	Hotels	shall	change	bed	lin-

ens	only	on	request	or	every	five	
days	for	long-term	customers.

•	Use	of	reclaimed	water	and	
rainwater	 is	 strongly	 encour-
aged.

•	 Dishwashers	 and	 clothes	
washers	should	be	operated	with	
full	loads	only.

•		Use	of	water	saving	fixtures	
is	strongly	encouraged.	

More	information	is	available	
at	owasa.org.	—Jack Carley

OWASA ends water restrictions, adds year-round rules
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Math	champs
The	 Rashkis Elementary	

School	Math	Olympiads	Team	
has	been	named	to	the	National	
Math	Olympiad	Honor	Roll.

Teams	 must	 be	 in	 the	 top	
10	 percent	 of	 all	 national	 and	
international	elementary	school	
teams	to	be	named	to	the	honor	
roll.	 More	 than	 4,000	 teams	
and	 100,000	 students	 nation-
ally	and	about	1,800	teams	and	
35,000	 students	 in	 32	 other	
countries	 compete	 in	 the	 pro-
gram.

For	 the	 program,	 students	
participated	 in	 a	 series	 of	 five	
monthly	 contests	 of	 five	 prob-
lems	 each,	 as	 well	 as	 weekly	
practice	 sessions.	 More	 than	
half	of	all	Rashkis	 team	mem-
bers	 won	 national	 awards	 for	
excellence	within	the	program’s	
elementary	school	division.

Fifth	grader	Hans	Wu	Singh	
won	 the	 gold	 pin,	 which	 is	
awarded	 to	 students	 in	 at	 least	
the	98th	percentile.	Fifth-grad-
ers	 Justin	 Patzer,	 Yong-hun	
Kim,	 Vinay	 Kshirsagar,	 Arnav	
Subramanya	 and	 Jordan	 Cho	
and	 fourth-grader	 Albert	 Kim	
won	 the	 silver	 pin,	 which	 is	
awarded	to	students	in	the	90th	
to	97th	percentiles.	Fifth-grad-
ers	Leon	Copeland,	Joshua	Lai,	
John	 Bauman,	 Aninda	 Mano-
cha,	 Tianyi	 Wang,	 Katya	 Kh-
lystova,	 Kevin	 Coronado,	 and	
Steele	Lloyd	and	fourth-graders	
Jeffrey	 Zhong,	 Nathaniel	 Lai,	
Ben	 Welch,	 Austin	 Wang,	 Jai	
So	and	Cassidy	Bright	won	the	
embroidered	felt	patch,	which	is	
awarded	to	students	 in	the	top	
50	percent	of	all	participants.

The	team,	which	is	organized	
by	Amanda	Foster	and	Donna	
Bauman,	was	also	named	

to	the	Grade	Five	National	
Meritorious	Achievement	List	
for	being	in	the	top	20	percent	
of	all	fifth-grade	teams.

CHS	LAX	class
Carrboro High	School	will	

hold	a	Men’s	Lacrosse	Academy	
July	12-18.

The	 camp	 is	 aimed	 at	 giv-
ing	skills	instruction	during	an	
intensive	two	hours	of	play	ev-
ery	evening	for	seven	days.	The	
camp	will	be	held	from	6	to	8	
p.m.	 each	day	 at	 the	Carrboro	
High	School	practice	field.

Boys	aged	12	through	rising	
high	 school	 seniors	 are	 eligible	
to	 participate.	 Tuition	 is	 $120	
and	includes	a	reversible	jersey.

To	download	an	application	
form,	 visit	 www2.chccs.k12.
nc.us/education/sportszone/
sportszone.php?sectionid=4559.		

Tech	open	house
The	 Middle College High 

School	 at	 Durham	 Technical	
Community	 College	 will	 hold	
open	 houses	 June	 18	 and	 25	
from	3	to	5	p.m.

The	Middle	College	program	
allows	 11th-	 and	 12th-grade	
students	 to	 earn	 honors-level	
high	school	credit	while	taking	
college	 courses.	 Students	 con-
sidering	 enrollment	 and	 their	
parents	 are	 encouraged	 to	 at-
tend	an	open-house	event.

Middle	 College	 had	 its	 sec-
ond	 commencement	 ceremony	
on	Saturday	at	Duke	Universi-
ty’s	Griffith	Theater	and	46	stu-
dents	received	diplomas.

The	 open	 houses	 will	 be	
held	in	Room	49	of	the	White	
Building	 on	 Lawson	 Street	 in	
Durham.	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	visit	mchs.dpsnc.net.	

Vaccine	rules
The	 North	 Carolina	 Com-

mission	 for	 Public	 Health	 has	

made	 several	 changes	 to	 the	
rules	 regarding	 vaccination	 of	
school-aged	 children	 and	 col-
lege	students.

Effective	 January	 1,	 2008,	
vaccination	 rules	 include	 re-
quirements	for	a	booster	dose	of	
Tdap	 (tetanus,	 diphtheria	 and	
acellular	pertussis)	 vaccine	and	
a	 second	 dose	 of	 mumps	 vac-
cine.	These	rule	changes	will	go	
into	 affect	 beginning	 with	 the	
2008-09	school	year.	

The	 new	 rule	 states	 that	 a	
booster	dose	of	Tdap	vaccine	is	
required	for	the	following	indi-
viduals:

•	all	students	attending	pub-
lic	schools	who	are	entering	the	
sixth	grade	on	or	after	August	1,	
2008	if	five	years	or	more	have	
passed	since	the	last	dose	of	tet-
anus/diphtheria	toxoid;

•	 all	 students	 not	 attending	

public	schools	who	are	12	years	
of	 age	 on	 or	 after	 August	 1,	
2008	if	five	years	or	more	have	
passed	since	the	last	dose	of	tet-
anus/diphtheria	toxoid;	and

•	 individuals	 enrolling	 in	
college	or	university	for	the	first	
time	on	or	after	July	1,	2008	if	a	
tetanus/diphtheria	toxoid	or	tet-
anus/diphtheria/pertussis	 vac-
cine	has	not	been	administered	
within	the	past	10	years.

The	 administrative	 rule	
change	also	impacts	the	mumps	
vaccination.	 Individuals	 are	
now	 required	 to	 receive	 a	 sec-
ond	dose	of	mumps	vaccine	be-
fore	enrolling	in	school,	college	
or	university	 for	 the	first	 time.	
However,	 any	 child	 entering	
school	 prior	 to	 July	 1,	 2008	 is	
not	required	to	receive	a	second	
dose	 of	 mumps	 vaccine.	 Chil-
dren	 were	 previously	 required	

to	have	only	one	dose	of	mumps	
vaccine.	 Most	 children	 already	
receive	two	doses	of	the	MMR	
vaccine	 (measles-mumps-rubel-
la)	 by	 age	 four.	Therefore,	 this	
rule	 will	 primarily	 affect	 chil-
dren	 who	 received	 single	 anti-
gen	doses	of	the	vaccines.

Students	 will	 be	 able	 to	 re-
ceive	 the	booster	dose	of	Tdap	
and	the	second	dose	of	mumps	
vaccination	 for	 free	 through	
their	 physician	 or	 local	 health	
department,	 though	physicians	
may	 charge	 a	 small	 fee	 to	 ad-
minister	it.

Fore	 more	 information,	
visit	 www.immunizenc.com,	
contact	 your	 physician,	 your	
local	health	department	or	 the	
immunization	 branch	 at	 707-
5550.

Lunch	Menus
MAY	29	-	JUN	5

every meal is served 
with a choice of milk. 
breakfast is served daily.

ELEMENTArY
Friday — Fishwich; 

Chicken & noodles 
w/Wheat roll; Cole slaw; 
steamed Carrots

Monday — rotini 
w/spaghetti sauce & Garlic 
bread; beef Taco w/salsa; 
Mixed Vegetables; Chilled 
Peaches

Tuesday — sloppy Joe 
on a bun; Turkey, dressing 
& Gravy w/Wheat roll; 
“Fun on the run”; Garden 
Peas; Fresh orange

Wednesday — Cheese 
Pizza; Pepperoni Pizza; 
ham & Cheese Melt; Green 
beans; Fruit Cocktail; 
Chocolate Pudding

Thursday — Chicken 
nuggets w/bbQ sauce & 
Wheat roll; “Manager’s 
special”; “Fun on the run”; 
steamed Vegetables; Fresh 
orange

MiddLE	&	HigH
Friday — beef & Cheese 

nachos w/salsa; Fishwich; 
sweet yellow Corn; Chilled 
Peaches

Monday — Cheese 
ravioli w/Garlic bread; Corn 
dog; Green beans; Chilled 
apricots; Chocolate Pudding

Tuesday — beef & bean 
burrito w/salsa; Chicken 
nuggets w/bbQ sauce & 
Wheat roll; steamed Car-
rots; Fresh apple

Wednesday — oven 
baked bbQ Chicken 
w/Wheat roll; double 
Cheeseburger on a bun w/
Lettuce & Tomato; Potato 
Wedges; Collard Greens

Thursday — Cheese 
Quesadilla w/salsa; “Man-
ager’s special”; steamed 
Vegetable; Fresh orange

School	Briefs

	SUpEr	CroSSword	         HogwASH CitizenCryptoquote By Martin Brody
For example, YAPHCYAPLM is WORDSWORTH.  One letter stands for 
another.  In this sample, A is used for the two O’s, Y for the two W’s, 
etc..  Apostrophes, punctuation, the length and formation of the 
words are all hints.

“True Blue”

B J  M W G F I M  T S E U Z  F W H ,  P G J  B

W F K Z  M O F J  B F  W F O  T W K K O D O

E R R K B T E J B W F .  J Y E F C  D W W I F O M M

B  H E M  E T T O R J O I .

-  Y W K I O F  J Y W S R ,

G F T  T Y E F T O K K W S - O K O T J

This week’s answer appears on page 8.

Spring Cleaning?

Monday - Friday         
10:00 am - 6:00 pm       

Saturdays             
7:30 -12 noon

Orange County Landfill
Eubanks Rd. Chapel Hill

Orange County Solid Waste Management                    
(919) 968-2788                                          

recycling@co.orange.nc.us

Bring PAINT, HOUSEHOLD CLEANERS, LAWN, 
GARDEN and POOL CHEMICALS, and other TOXIC 

items such as FLUORESCENT LIGHTS to the

No medical, explosive, or radioactive waste.  
Prescriptions should be disposed of in a sealed 

container in your regular trash.

HAZARDOUS  WASTE COLLECTION
Open 6 days each week

Businesses that produce less than 200 pounds of 
hazardous material per month are welcome to use 
this service.  An affidavit assuring small quantity 

generation must be signed prior to drop-off.

Haunted  Halloween  Cruise
Oct. 26 – Nov. 2
Take a cruise with us to San Juan
and the Southern Caribbean
on the Royal Caribbean’s
Adventure of the Seas.

Price includes airfare and much more.
For more information, contact

Clif f  Larsen  at  919-929-9436.

Price

Reduced!

Pat Neagle
Broker, CSP, SRES, REALTOR®

1526 E. Franklin St., Suite 101
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
(919) 869-8346

Your source for Carrboro, Chapel 
Hill and Triangle area homes

Thinking of buying or selling? 
Let’s talk!!

visit my website:
www.patneagle.com

919-368-4068

Photo by Donna bauman
The rashkis Math olympiads team was recently named to the national Math olympiad honor roll. First 
row, from left:  albert Kim, Marissa sanders, rabina sawhney, John bauman, steele Lloyd, daniel yu, hans 
Wu singh and Jaiqi song. second row, from left: iris Wang, Justin Patzer, andrew hodson, aninda Manocha, 
Jordan Cho, Marc Chiurco, ben Welch, austin Wang, nathaniel Lai, aiden zimmermann and parent advisor 
donna bauman. Top row, from left: Jeffrey zhong, emily shull, Matthew White, Kevin Coronado, Joshua 
Lai, Katya Khlystova, arnav subramanya, evan Moore, Vinay Kshirsagar, and Cassidy bright.  not pictured:  
Victor ding, seung un Kim, david hwang, Chris Ko, Tzar Wilkerson, Leon Copeland, Tianyi Wang, yong-
hun Kim, Koyla Pavlenko, Jai so and rashkis advisor amanda Foster.

listen to your 
community radio

wcom 103.5 fm
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BOOKS 
by erica eisdorfer

Our good old dog Corn-
cake died a year and a half ago. 
Corncake had been, to put it 
politely, of a mixed variety. That 
was fine with us. We loved her 
and mourned her passing. Af-
ter a while, we began to hanker 
for a dog again. One day I got 
a call at work from my mother. 
There was a man with a box of 
puppies in front of Weaver Street 
Market; my 11-year-old daugh-
ter had fallen in love; should 
they bring a puppy home? I said 
yes and it’s a good thing I did, 
for later Charlotte confided the 
following: “When I saw another 
kid pick up the puppy I wanted, 
I felt faint.” 

The pup, whom we named 
Pumblechook after the unctu-
ous uncle in Great Expectations, 
was, it seemed, less mixed than 
was Corncake. Still mixed, only 
less so. Who knew what she was? 
Who cared?

Then we took Pumble to 
Grandma’s for Christmas. There 
we saw many relatives, includ-
ing my brother in law, Naoto 

Kobayashi. He took one look at 
Pumble and said, “Ah, Akita” 
(he pronounced it “ahhh-kee-ta-
aahhh”). The Akita is the grand 
old dog of Japan, a breed thou-
sands of years old: dignified, loy-
al, proud and almost wiped off 
the face of the earth at the end 
of WWII: Its meat was used for 
food and its fur, thick and lush, 
was used to line the jackets of 
Japanese fighter pilots. According 
to Martha Sherrill in Dog Man: 
An Uncommon Life on a Faraway 
Mountain, the dog, once Japan’s 
beloved, had dwindled to fewer 
than a dozen by the time Mo-
rie Sawataishi decided to move 
himself and his city-bred wife, 
Kitako, to Japan’s snow coun-
try and singlehandedly save the 
breed from extinction. You don’t 
have to be an Akita-lover to be-
come immersed in Dog Man. It’s 
a picture of a remarkable life in a 
remarkable place. Sherrill’s writ-
ing is fine: The snow country is 
palpably rough and gorgeous, 
Sawataishi’s quirky personality 
is complicated, the character of 
each dog – Three Good Lucks, 
Goromaru, Victory Princess – is 
described the way The New York-
er describes a novelist or a politi-

cian. I found Dog Man to be one 
of those books which you have 
no reason to read (unless you 
own a part Akita, and even then) 
but which transports you and 
that you think about for days. 

Shortly after having finished 
Dog Man, I took Charlotte to the 

McDougle Elementary School 
book fair. We browsed. One 
book jumped out at me: Ha-
chiko Waits by Leslea Newman. 
This is the true story of Japan’s 
favorite dog-friend (a faithful 
Akita), who waited for his mas-
ter, Professor Ueno, at the train 
every day. One day the professor 
did not get off the train, but Ha-
chi waited still – for nine years. 
There’s a statue at the Shibuya 
train station of a waiting Akita -
- ears erect, eyes alert, tail curled. 
It’s a favorite meeting spot as well 
as a good spot to propose mar-
riage – under a statue that means 
faithfulness. 

At the book fair, longtime 
McDougle School librarian 
Nancy Margolin showed me a 
book called Faithful Elephants: 
A True Story of Animals, People 
and War by Yukio Tsuchiya. 
This is the story of the elephants 
at the Ueno (the same name as 
Hachiko’s master) Zoo in Tokyo 

during WWII. During bomb-
ings, big zoo animals can present 
a danger to people and must of-
ten be put down. The Ueno Zoo 
elephants, too smart to eat the 
poison that was fed to the lions 
and tigers, could only be starved, 
though it broke their keepers’ 
hearts. This book is a manifesto 
for peace if there ever was one; a 
clear view of the collateral dam-
age that these days we are so eas-
ily able to forget. Elephants, they 
say, remember for a long time. 

Our dog Pumble is what they 
call a “shepherd mix.” Which 
makes me think. German Shep-
herd and Japanese Akita – the 
axis of evil not so long ago, and 
now our great allies, embodied 
in my frisky pup. Why not just 
skip the war part next time and 
act with dignity and intelligence 
and loyalty – to all the living be-
ings of the world? 

Película
De Florida a Coahuila 

(2002) Dirigido por Rafael 
Rebollar, esta película es un 
documental sobre la historia 
de los Mascogo en la comu-
nidad del Nacimiento de los 
Negroes en México.  Los 
Mascogo son un grupo de 
nativo americanos negros 
quienes viven en México, 
cerca de la frontera con 
Texas. El domingo, 1 de ju-
nio, 5pm. CHI-CLE, 101 E. 
Weaver Street, Suite G1 (3er 
piso). 933-0398

“Last Fridays” en 
Hillsborough

Escuche a música, vea al 
grupo de danza, haga unas 
artesanías y camine por las 
calles mirando el arte. El vi-
ernes, el 30 de mayo, 6-9pm.  
El centro de Hillsborough 
(Churton Street).

Padres, ¡No se 
olviden!

Aunque sea el verano y no 
haya escuela no se olviden in-
munizar a los niños quienes 
van a entrar en la escuela en 
agosto. Se dan la mayoría de 
las inmunizaciones necesar-
ias por el sistema escolar de 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro y del 
condado de Orange gratis en 
el departamento de salud del 
condado de Orange. Debe de 
llamar para más información 
y para fijar un horario para 
la cita. Chapel Hill: 968-
2022; Hillsborough: 245-
2022; 644-3350, línea en 
español (deje un recado). 
Departamento de salud del 
condado de Orange: South-
ern Human Services Cen-
ter, 2501 Homestead Road, 
Chapel Hill 27516; Richard 
L. Whitted Human Services 
Center, 300 W. Tryon Street, 
Hillsborough 27278

Contáctenos
¿Quiere ver cierta in-

formación aquí? ¿Tiene 
comentarios, preguntas o 
sugerencias para este espa-
cio? Contáctenos por correo 
electrónico: 
betsy@carrborocitizen.com 

NOTICIAS 
EN BREVE

Service Directory

$12 per week * 5 lines * MiniMuM 4 weeks

5,000 copies distributed weekly. Call 919-942-2100 to place your ad.

GRAPHIC ARTS HOMECARE

Archer Graphics
Signs and Graphic Design

WE HAVE MOVED.
Office Location 127-A Fidelity Street

Carrboro ~ 929-7522

www.go-out-and-play.com
Play Spaces for ages 9-92

Tree houses and Tree house offices
Gazebos and Garden Structures

20+Years 919-563-1223

OUTDOOR BUILDERS GREEN BUILDING

COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS
Your CategorY and Your Listing

Here
PromoteS Your Valuable SerVice 

to Your cuStomerS!

PECK & ARTISANS
Green Construction & Remodeling

Innovative Plumbing • Custom Tiling
We specialize in Recycling & Re-Using.

919 933 8485

THE CARRBORO CITIZEN
5000 copies delivered every Thursday in Carrboro, 

Chapel Hill, Hillsborough and Pittsboro.
MILL is our new arts, literature and music publication  

available the beginning of each month.

To place your listing call Marilyn Fontenot at 942-2100,  fax your 
information to 942-2195 or email marilyn@carrborocitizen.com

A HElPING HANd
Serving senior citizens since 1995

with escorted transportation, meal
prep, errands, and light housekeeping

(919) 969-7111

Orange County Solid Waste Management  
(919) 968-2788  

recycling@co.orange.nc.us
www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling

HOW MUCH
MIXED PAPER

DID YOU RECYCLE TODAY?

If it tears and it’s paper it can be recycled at the curb, 
at apartment complexes and at dropoff sites.

Mixed paper includes junk mail, envelopes (plastic windows OK), packing paper, office and 
school paper, photocopies, file folders, brochures, receipts, lottery tickets, parking tickets, 
paperback books, detergent boxes, shoe boxes, cereal boxes, tissue boxes, dry and frozen 
food boxes, gable top milk and juice cartons, 6/12/24 pack beverage cartons, wrapping paper
(no foil), greeting cards, postcards, trading cards, index cards, post-it notes, paper bags, 
paper egg cartons, wrapping paper tubes, paper towel tubes, toilet paper tubes and maps. 

Shredded paper and other small bits 
of paper should be placed in a 
paper bag to keep from blowing.
Do not recycle corrugated 
cardboard with mixed paper.

SCREENED PORCHES AND DECKS

Walter Lane
Office 919.933.4044

Mobile 919.730.3124

Fax 919.933.6246

www.screenporchanddecks.com

“It’s refreshing to see craftsmanship alive!”

Expand your outdoor
space into l iv ing space

Ask About
Outdoor Kitchens!

singing in the rain

Walker BroWn Co.

roofing and
arChiteCtural

Sheet Metal

n.C general Contracting 
license #35623

walkerbrownroofing@hotmail.com
po box 187 • carrboro nc 27510
phone 942-0776 • fax 942-0729

roofS that Stand the teStS of tiMe

True CrafTsmen
A Full-service Exterior business

Decks Restored
Washed, Sanded, Sealed

Houses
Power Washed, Gutters Cleaned

True Craftsmen
Installation, All Types Siding

Roofing, Windows, Decks
Repair Work As Well

Planting & Flower Beds
Installed & Maintained

Contact John Barrett
919-619-8315/919-420-5013

Dog Man and other animal tales, books to dog-ear

Dog Man, by Martha Sherrill
256 pages; Penguin Group

Tim says:
“Ride Your Bike More”

Artisan: Tim Peck

Peck andArtisans
green builders
9338485

SCROggS
froM PaGe 1

past 35 years working in North Caro-
lina public schools. This Friday, Scroggs 
will step down from his post to retire, 
and he will surely be missed.

“He loves people, he loves kids, and 
to me he’s probably the most gifted 
person, the most talented person I’ve 
ever worked with,” Superintendent Neil 
Pedersen said. 

Scroggs enthusiasm for education, 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools 
in particular, is undeniable. Each day, 
donning a bowtie and a smile, he’s led 
the district through a period of massive 
growth, overseeing the construction of 
five schools over eight years. 

He’s worked late into the night on 
redistricting maps, transportation plans 
and school sites. 

Scroggs is emotional when he talks 
about his work in education.

“I’ve had a good run,” he said. “I tell 
people, not jokingly, I’m a pretty good 
assistant superintendent and I was a hell 
of a principal.” 

He knew early on that he wanted to 
go into education, deciding as a high 
school student that he wanted to be a 
teacher. 

Education runs in Scroggs’ family. 
His mother was long-time Chapel Hill-
Carrboro City Schools school board 
member Mary Scroggs, for whom Mary 
Scroggs Elementary is named. 

“Education was king in our house,” 

he said. Scroggs’ mother is known for 
her work toward desegregation as well 
as for the construction of several schools 
at a time when schools were extremely 
overcrowded. 

Scroggs got his start in education as 
a teacher in the Peace Corps in Mauri-
tania. 

“I honestly think the Peace Corps set 
me up beautifully in my career,” he said, 

adding that his experience taught him 
that he didn’t need materials to teach. 

“What matters is what you’ve done to 
make kids’ lives better,” Scroggs said. 

Scroggs took his experience back to 
North Carolina, where he served as a 
teacher, assistant principal and prin-
cipal in the Lenoir County Schools. 
While Scroggs was principal of Teach-
ers Memorial School in Kinston, his 
school won the state’s Entrepreneurial 
Award, which is given to schools that 
take risks. Scroggs first met Pedersen at 
the award ceremony, because McDou-
gle Middle School was also being con-

sidered for the award. After 24 years in 
Lenoir County Schools, Scroggs started 
thinking about Chapel Hill again. 

“I got interested in coming home,” 
he said. 

Scroggs returned to Chapel Hill to 
serve as principal of McDougle Elemen-
tary School and later was appointed as-
sistant superintendent of support ser-
vices. 

Although he no longer worked di-
rectly with kids, Scroggs said he loved 
his job because what he did helped to 
make school better for children. 

“I can see the differences we’ve made 
for kids,” he said. “We have been able to 
do good things for kids. 

“What we do does make a difference. 
It’s the only reason we’re really in the 
business.”

Scroggs said he has especially en-
joyed working with his support staff 
and Pedersen.

“I don’t think people realize how 
lucky we are to have Neil,” he said. 

Although Scroggs had thought about 
retiring before, it never seemed like the 
right time. In February, he found him-
self with a window between projects. 

“All these things kind of fell into 
place,” he said. “I think it’s time to look 
out for Steve for a little bit.” 

Although he believes the district is 
headed in the right direction, Scroggs 
said Chapel Hill-Carrboro still faces 
several challenges as it grows.

“I think the biggest challenge in this 
district is eliminating the achievement 
gap,” he said. “I believe very strongly, 
‘all’ means ‘all.’”

After retiring, Scroggs said he wants 
to take a break to spend time with his 
wife, Rita, cooking and gardening, but 
would like to come back to work part-
time on particular school projects. 

“I still have things to contribute to 
a school district,” he said. His two sons 
are continuing the family work in edu-
cation as well — one works at Smith 
Middle School and the other is a stu-
dent in UNC’s School of Education. 

 On Sunday, Scroggs spent the day 
packing up his office. 

“I knew it was going to be a bad day, 
and it was,” he said. Just as on his first 
day as assistant superintendent, Scroggs 
broke down and cried. 

“I love [my job] with a passion,” he 
said. 

“I hope people realized we were try-
ing to do what’s best for kids,” he con-
tinued. “I’ve never had anybody tell me 
any different.”

“What matters is what you’ve done 
to make kids’ lives better.”

— Steve Scroggs,
Retiring Assistant Superintendent, 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools
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Life	by	the	gallon
Water	and	gasoline	don’t	mix,	but	the	conserva-

tion	of	each	merged	over	the	winter	as	both	liquids	
got	scarce.	Like	a	lot	of	people,	I	found	myself	more	
and	more	measuring	myself	by	the	gallon.	A	shorter	
shower	saved	this.	A	trip	by	bike	or	on	foot	saved	
that.

Thanks	to	recent	rains,	the	worries	about	water	
have	eased	a	bit.	It’s	part	supply	and	part	demand.	
Water-conservation	rules	may	no	longer	be	as	strict,	
but	conservation	is	still	all	the	rage	as	evidenced	by	
OWASA’s	 rate	 increase	 due	 to	 an	 expected	 long-
range	drop	in	water	use.	The	same	thing	happened	
after	the	drought	of	2002.

As	for	supply,	one	question	I	get	a	lot	is	why	it’s	
taking	 so	 long	 for	Cane	Creek	Reservoir	 to	 refill,	
when	University	Lake	and	pretty	much	all	of	 the	
local	reservoirs	are	spilling	their	banks.	The	answer	
is	in	the	design	of	the	lake	itself.	To	keep	the	wa-
tershed	completely	in	Orange	County,	Cane	Creek	
has	 a	 watershed	 of	 roughly	 60	 square	 miles,	 the	
same	size	as	University	Lake’s,	which	is	seven	times	
smaller.	

I	get	an	email	every	morning	from	Dusty	Mar-
tin	(whose	name	seemed	more	appropriate	during	
the	drought),	OWASA’s	chief	plant	operator,	chart-
ing	 water	 use	 and	 supply.	 This	 month	 we	 passed	
three	billion	gallons	in	the	reservoirs	—	a	15-month	
supply.

The	gas	crisis	won’t	end	so	easily.

Well	grounded
Chancellor-elect	Holden	Thorp	checked	 in	 the	

other	day	via	email.	I’d	inquired	how	he	felt	about	
having	to	pack	up	the	family	and	move	from	Car-
rboro	to	the	chancellor’s	quarters	on	Raleigh	Road.	
(Nice	place,	by	the	way,	with	a	swell	pool.)

The	chancellor	said	he	had	mixed	feelings	about	
the	move,	especially	since	his	band	is	a	regular	on	
the	 Weaver	 Street	 Lawn	 and	 his	 son	 loves	 Little	

League	here.
One	thing	that	strikes	me	among	the	many	posi-

tives	of	Thorp’s	selection	is	his	more	intimate	knowl-
edge	of	the	towns.	Having	experienced	life	here	as	a	
resident	gives	him	a	perspective	that	is	hard	to	come	
by	quickly	and	even	more	difficult	to	attain	if	one	
starts	at	the	top	rather	than	among	the	ranks.

A	few	corrections
•	You’d	think	we’d	at	least	get	the	name	of	the	

mascot	of	Carrboro	High	School	right.	Most	times,	
we	do.	Last	week,	we	didn’t.	Go,	Jaguars.

•	The	fellow	helping	Scotty	Mclean	in	a	 front-
page	photo	of	 the	 capture	of	 the	Century	Center	
bees	is	Leo	Gaev.

•	We	missed	a	photo	caption	a	couple	of	weeks	
back	for	the	picture	above.	That’s	Suzanne	Stevens,	
the	manager	of	Chatham	Habitat	 for	Humanity’s	
home	stores.	She	took	the	day	off	recently	to	 join	
with	 others	 for	 the	 organization’s	 Women	 Build	
2008	event.
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Contrary 
to the hype, 
NC business 
taxes are low

eLAine	MeJiA

Those	 pesky	 researchers	
at	 business-friendly	 Ernst	 &	
Young	 and	 the	 Council	 on	
State	 Taxation	 have	 done	 it	
again.	 They	 simply	 refuse	 to	
develop	 a	 methodology	 for	
ranking	state	business	tax	bur-
dens	in	such	a	way	that	North	
Carolina’s	 ranking	 will	 come	
out	where	the	anti-tax	zealots	
like	to	claim	that	they	are.

The	 latest	 version	 of	 the	
“State	 Business	 Tax	 Bur-
den	 Study”	 was	 released	 last	
month.	 The	 study	 tries	 to	
determine	 how	 much	 of	 the	
total	 taxes	 collected	 in	 each	
state	 are	 paid	 by	 businesses	
as	 opposed	 to	 individuals.	
The	 study	 found	 that	 busi-
nesses	pay	36.9	percent	of	all	
state	and	local	taxes	in	North	
Carolina.	Moreover,	the	study	
found	 that	 3.9	 percent	 of	
North	 Carolina’s	 gross	 state	
product	is	consumed	by	busi-
ness	 taxes.	 According	 to	 the	
study,	 the	 percentage	 of	 the	
gross	state	product	consumed	
by	 business	 taxes	 in	 North	
Carolina	is	the	third-lowest	in	
the	nation.	According	to	this	
measure,	only	two	states,	Del-
aware	and	Oregon,	have	lower	
business	 taxes	 than	 North	
Carolina.

This	study	is	not	without	its	
flaws.	Its	main	objective	is	to	
show	that	businesses	are	pay-
ing	 too	 great	 a	 share	 of	 state	
and	local	taxes	in	all	states.	In	
reality,	 even	 when	 businesses	
write	the	checks	to	Uncle	Sam	
those	 costs	 are	 often	 passed	
on	 to	consumers	 in	 the	 form	
of	 higher	 prices	 and	 even	 to	
workers	via	lower	wages.	Nev-
ertheless,	 the	 study	 clearly	
reinforces	 a	 basic	 fact	 about	
analyzing	state	and	local	taxes	
-	focusing	simply	on	nominal	
tax	 rates	does	not	provide	an	
accurate	assessment	of	North	
Carolina’s	tax	levels	relative	to	
other	states.

To	 illustrate	 this	 point,	
consider	 the	 following	 sce-
narios.	 In	 the	 first	 scenario,	
a	 taxpayer	 earning	 $100,000	
per	 year	 is	 charged	 a	 3	 per-
cent	income	tax	resulting	in	a	
$3,000	tax	bill.	In	the	second	
scenario,	a	taxpayer	earns	the	
same	 $100,000	 per	 year,	 is	
charged	 a	 5	 percent	 income	
tax,	but	only	on	half	of	 their	
income.	In	this	case,	the	tax-
payer	 pays	 $2,500	 in	 taxes.	
What’s	important	about	these	
scenarios	is	that	if	the	tax	rates	
by	 themselves	 are	 compared,	
one	would	conclude	that	the	3	
percent	tax	rate	is	lower	than	
the	5	percent	rate.	In	fact,	the	
effective	tax	rate	was	actually	
lower	under	the	5	percent	tax-
rate	scenario	because	the	rate	
is	applied	to	a	smaller	“base.”

This	 is	how	business	 taxes	
often	work	in	North	Carolina.	
While	 the	 state’s	 top	 income	
tax	 rates	 and	 its	 corporate	
income	 tax	 rate	 are	 relatively	
high,	the	effective	tax	rates	are	
lower.	According	to	the	latest	
data	from	the	US	Census	Bu-
reau,	 the	 only	 reliable	 source	
for	 making	 comparisons	
among	states,	North	Carolina	
ranks	35th	in	total	taxes	as	a	
share	of	total	personal	income	
and	33rd	 in	 taxes	per	 capita.	
Those	numbers	hardly	qualify	
the	Old	North	State	as	“high	
tax.”

So	 the	 next	 time	 you’re	
pondering	 this	 issue	 or	 dis-
cussing	 it	 with	 friends,	 don’t	
buy	into	the	hype	about	North	
Carolina’s	 taxes.	 Lawmakers	
returning	to	Raleigh	now	face	
a	weaker	revenue	picture	than	
they	have	faced	in	the	last	few	
years	and	several	important	is-
sues	that	need	to	be	addressed.	
One	thing	they	do	not	need	to	
do	 is	 cut	 taxes	 on	 businesses	
in	 the	 name	 of	 competing	
with	the	two	states	that	rank	
lower	in	business	taxes.

Elaine Mejia is the director 
of the N.C. Budget and Tax 
Center.

for the record

in	our	trust
A	very	salient	point	was	made	at	the	recent	public	

hearing	on	the	town	budget.	The	discussion	was	over	
whether	or	not	to	fully	fund	the	Orange	County	Land	
Trust’s	request.	To	the	town,	the	difference	was	more	
symbolic	in	terms	of	impact,	for	it	was	meant	to	reflect	
what	other	governments	likewise	encumbered	by	a	flag-
ging	economy	were	doing.

The	point	brought	up	has	been	often	repeated	at	
such	times:	The	Land	Trust	is	unique	to	other	non-
profits	in	that	it	is	an	entity	set	up	to	administer	public	
policy.	It	is	backed,	to	paraphrase	one	official,	by	all	of	
the	governments	and,	by	extension,	the	people.

Like	anyone	involved	in	real	estate	right	now,	the	
Land	Trust	faces	a	tight	lending	market	and	a	slow-
down	in	home	sales.

This	at	a	time	when	the	actions	of	public	bodies	and	
the	carrying	out	of	public	policy	calls	on	the	organiza-
tion	to	handle	a	rapidly	growing	number	of	properties.

As	the	mayor	pointed	out	Tuesday	night,	it	seems	
the	smaller	the	amount	of	money,	the	more	discussion	
ensues.	Ultimately,	in	a	close	vote,	the	$4,000	in	ques-
tion	was	put	in	the	budget.

Yes,	this	is	a	tight	year,	but	the	tide	that	makes	this	
community	a	little	less	affordable	each	day	keeps	rising	
nonetheless.	This	is	not	the	time	to	show	the	Land	
Trust	anything	less	than	the	full	faith	and	credit	of	the	
community	that	created	it.	

Big	potential
Forget	repealing	the	gas	tax.	This	state	has	a	much	

simpler	way	to	put	millions	of	dollars	back	into	the	
hands	of	North	Carolinians.	At	the	same	time,	the	
move	will	help	streamline	state	government,	eliminate	
unnecessary	government	bureaucracy	and	prevent	the	
siphoning	off	of	millions	to	out-of-state	enterprises.	
Furthermore,	the	result	of	this	innovation	will	be	a	
much	more	progressive	distribution	of	the	cost	of	pay-
ing	for	local	school	construction.

So	what’s	the	big	innovation?	Eliminate	the	lottery.
This	year,	North	Carolinians	(and	some	of	our	lot-

tery-frenzied	neighbors	who	travel	across	the	borders)	
will	spend	about	$1.26	billion	on	the	NC	Education	
Lottery,	which	is	predicted	to	show	a	“profit”	of	$385	
million.	That	may	sound	like	a	win,	but	when	you	
consider	that	a	fair-sized	chunk	of	the	take	goes	to	the	
companies	that	operate	the	games	and	that	the	money	
that	is	being	returned	to	our	local	communities	comes	
disproportionately	from	low-	and	moderate-income	
individuals,	well,	the	deal	doesn’t	sound	so	swell.

Then	there’s	that	bureaucracy,	the	one	that	recently	
announced	another	year	of	disappointing	earnings	as	
well	as	an	effort	to	start	selling	the	games	at	Wal-Mart	
and	other	big	retailers.	Heading	up	that	bureaucracy	
is	lottery	director	Tom	Shaheen,	who	recently	sug-
gested	that	if	state	workers	don’t	like	the	fact	that	his	
employees	were	getting	far	higher	raises	than	others	in	
government,	they	should	apply	at	the	lottery	commis-
sion.	People	skills,	apparently,	not	required.	

expensive	commute
That	cracking	sound	you	may	have	heard	just	before	

the	Memorial	Day	weekend	was	gas	prices	around	here	
breaking	the	$4	mark.

Right	on	the	heels	of	that	is	news	via	Forbes	that	
Raleigh	commuters	(we	presume	that	means	those	of	
us	who	commute	to	and	fro)	face	the	second-worst	
commute	in	the	country	among	small	cities.	To	make	
matters	worse,	it	compares	things	here	to	Atlanta	and	
Dallas.

“Drivers	spend	35	hours	a	year	in	traffic,	yet	only	
11%	carpool	and	just	2%	use	public	transit	or	walk.	
This	makes	for	an	efficiency	rating	not	far	off	from	
congested	–	and	larger	–	Dallas.”

Don’t	y’all	who	keep	fighting	public	transit	pull	a	
muscle	patting	yourselves	on	the	back.

CHriS	FitzSiMon

It’s	too	bad	that	every	single	member	of	the	Gen-
eral	Assembly	who	stands	in	front	of	television	cam-
eras	 clamoring	 for	 the	 state	 to	 resume	 executions	
wasn’t	in	the	press	room	at	the	Legislative	Building	
Tuesday	afternoon.

Three	men	recently	freed	from	North	Carolina’s	
death	row	after	spending	a	combined	36	years	await-
ing	their	executions	for	crimes	they	did	not	commit	
appeared	with	Darryl	Hunt,	who	spent	19	years	be-
hind	bars	until	he	was	finally	declared	innocent	and	
freed	from	his	life	sentence	just	a	few	years	ago.

The	four	unjustly	incarcerated	men	have	some-
thing	 else	 in	 common	 too.	 They	 are	 all	 African-
American	males	and	race	played	a	role	in	the	mis-
carriages	of	 justice	 that	 robbed	each	of	 them	of	 a	
significant	portion	of	their	lives.

They	came	to	the	Legislative	Building	as	part	of	
an	effort	to	convince	the	Senate	to	pass	the	Racial	
Justice	Act,	legislation	that	sets	up	a	procedure	for	a	
defendant	to	challenge	his	conviction	or	death	sen-
tence	by	showing	that	race	played	an	improper	role	
in	the	decision.

The	House	passed	the	Racial	Justice	Act	last	year	
with	Democrats	and	Republicans	supporting	it,	ac-
knowledging	that	race	does	influence	verdicts	and	
sentences	in	death	penalty	cases.

A	 2001	 study	 by	 researchers	 at	 UNC-Chapel	
Hill	 found	that	 the	odds	of	a	defendant	receiving	
the	death	penalty	in	North	Carolina	increase	if	the	
victim	of	the	murder	is	white.	Critics	have	tried	to	
dismiss	 the	findings	but	have	never	produced	any	
data	to	discredit	it.

Executions	 remain	 on	 hold	 in	 North	 Carolina	
pending	a	resolution	of	questions	about	the	state’s	
lethal	injection	procedure	and	the	role	that	doctors	
and	medical	personnel	play	in	putting	someone	to	
death.

Senate	Minority	Leader	Phil	Berger	and	House	
Minority	Leader	Paul	Stam	have	repeatedly	called	
for	the	General	Assembly	to	pass	legislation	to	re-
sume	executions	as	soon	as	possible.

That	 is	 a	 troubling	 enough	 suggestion	 consid-
ering	 that	 state	 courts	 are	 still	 considering	 North	
Carolina’s	 execution	protocol.	Death	 row	 inmates	
aren’t	going	anywhere.

But	considering	cranking	up	the	execution	ma-
chine	at	Central	Prison	when	the	fundamental	flaws	
in	the	system	are	right	before	lawmakers’	eyes	in	the	

persons	of	Jonathan	Hoffman,	Glen	Edward	Chap-
man,	Levon	 Jones	 and	Darryl	Hunt	 is	 simply	of-
fensive.

Many	of	Berger	and	Stam’s	Republican	colleagues	
in	the	House	believe	there	are	problems	too,	or	they	
wouldn’t	have	supported	the	Racial	Justice	Act	last	
session.	Sen.	Vernon	Malone	opened	the	news	con-
ference	Tuesday,	 saying	that	 it	 is	unfortunate	 that	
“we	 live	 in	 a	 society	where	 the	Racial	 Justice	Act	
is	needed.”	And	how	unfortunate	that	our	criminal	
justice	system	continues	to	wrongly	convict	people	
and	steal	their	freedom	for	years.

NAACP	President	Rev.	William	Barber	told	re-
porters	that	it	was	past	time	state	leaders	faced	the	
fact	 that	 the	criminal	 justice	 system	discriminates	
against	black	men.

The	 dozen	 legislators	 standing	 behind	 the	 po-
dium	came	to	show	their	support	for	legislation	that	
would	 recognize	 that	bias	 and	at	 least	give	defen-
dants	an	opportunity	to	present	it	if	it	is	present	in	
their	individual	case.

Malone	is	right	that	it	is	a	sad	commentary	on	
our	state	that	we	need	a	Racial	Justice	Act.	But	we	
do.	Lawmakers	have	made	some	improvements	 in	
the	capital	punishment	system	in	recent	years,	but	
not	nearly	 enough.	Race	 still	plays	 a	 role	 and	 the	
Senate	ought	to	do	something	about	it	by	passing	
the	Racial	Justice	Act	this	summer.

Chris Fitzsimon is the director of N.C. Policy 
Watch.

Human evidence of the need for justice 
“[C]ranking up the 

execution machine at 
Central Prison when the 
fundamental flaws in the 

system are right before 
lawmakers’ eyes . . . is 

simply offensive.”

letter from the editor , kirk ross
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at anything, we ventured 
into a penstemon field. 
This particular beard-
tongue is Penstemon laevig-
atus, Eastern Beardtongue. 
Get close enough to peer 
inside one of those snap-
dragon-like flowers and 
see if you can determine 
why it’s commonly called 
beardtongue. 

The whole field is active 
with all kinds of bees and 
butterflies and other polli-
nating insects. It’s safer and 
easier to view the flow-
ers and those pollinators 
with binoculars from the 
trail. I use binoculars for 
wildflower watching a lot. 
When the birds are elu-
sive, there is always some-
thing of botanical interest 
to enjoy. The plants don’t 
move about so quickly.

I quizzed Johnny about 
the increase in the penste-
mon display this year. He 
reasoned that a combina-
tion of select mowing and 
prescribed burning (i.e., 
carefully planned and su-
pervised fire management) 
simulating some of nature’s 
management techniques 
are increasing the wild-
flower displays as well as 
the natural diversity in the 
fields. Such management 
strategies are also effective 
in controlling unwanted 
exotic species.

It’s nice that we don’t 
have to travel great dis-
tances to the coast or 
mountains to find such 
beautiful natural displays 
as we have in our own 
community. You can easily 
get a Mason Farm permit 
from the garden’s Totten 

Center so you can have 
access when the security 
gate is closed. The reserve 
is open sunup to sundown. 
Don’t miss it this year! For 
obvious reasons, dogs are 
not allowed, but certainly 
do take along some young 
people. They will help you 
see a great deal more than 
you will see on your own.

Burrito	Bash
The	Pittsboro	General	Store	

Café	will	 host	 a	Burrito	Bash	
from	6	to	9	p.m.	on	Monday,	
June	9	to	benefit	ChathamArts	
and	 the	 Chatham	 Artists	
Guild.	 The	 Shelbys	 provide	
live	 music	 for	 dancing.	 A	 live	
auction	 includes	 works	 by	 lo-
cal	 artists.	 Tickets	 are	 $15	 at	
the	door	or	$12	if	bought	early	
from	 the	 ChathamArts	 Gal-
lery	 or	 at	 Bluebirds	 and	 Hol-

lyhocks	in	Fearrington	Village.	
For	 more	 information,	 call	
542-0394.

Pasture	Potluck
Ayrshire	 Farm	 will	 be	 the	

site	of	a	party	and	potluck	on	
Sunday,	 June	 29.	 “Potluck	 in	
a	Pasture,”	organized	by	Cha-
thamArts,	 will	 bring	 visitors	
and	their	favorite	dishes,	made	
with	all	local	ingredients,	to	the	
oldest	certified	organic	farm	in	
the	state	for	dining,	music	and	
community.	Call	219-9840	for	
details	or	directions.

l&t	briefs

Blunden Studio

The Colors of
Green

Architects in Carrboro
www.blundenstudio.com

What’s	at	Market?
check	out	what’s	at	the	Year-round	Farmers’	Market	.	.	.	

WeDNesDaY	Market	NoW	oPeN!	
STRAWBERRIES, broccoli, cauliflower, greenhouse tomatoes, 

yellow squash, cucumbers, kale, onions, garlic, radishes, carrots, 
kohlrabe, pac choy, turnips, beets, sweet potatoes, chard, lettuce, 
arugula, vegetable and flower starters, irises, poppies, bachelor but-
tons, larkspur, lilies, and many more flowers, baked goods (including 
vegan and gluten free options), breads, jams, wines, grass fed beef, 
pastured pork, pastured chicken, grass fed lamb, buffalo, sausage, 
chorizo, ground bison, raw milk cheeses, smoked cheeses, goat 
cheese, jams, jellies, pottery, hats, rugs and more!

recipe	of	the	week
sWeet	Peas	With	raDishes	aND	sesaMe
recipe	by	local	farmer	elise	Margoles	and	elysian	Farm

1/2 lb. sweet peas
1 1/2 T sesame seeds
1 1/2 T peanut oil
2 T dry sherry
1/2 cup thin sliced radishes
1/4 t sugar
Hot pepper and salt to taste
Heat sesame seeds until lightly toasted, about two minutes 

over low heat. Raise heat to high, add sweet peas and cook about 
3 minutes. Add sherry, cook another few minutes. Add remaining 
ingredients and cook just to heat through. Serve immediately.

WeDNesDaY	Market:	3:30 - 6:30 p.m.
saturDaY	Market:	7 a.m. - noon

subscribe
to the

citizen
carrborocitizen.com

pHoTo BY kEn MooRE
Johnny randall and son Max taking a closer look at beardtonges in Mason Farm Field
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real estate
Place YOUR ad at www.carrborocitizen.com/classifieds 24/7!!

ClassIFIeDs
Place YOUR ad at www.carrborocitizen.com/classifieds 24/7!!

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES
$5.00/issue	for	up	to	15	words.		

Words	over	15:	$0.35/word/issue
Place	your	classified	ad	online	until	

MIDNIGHT	Tuesday	before	publication!

New Custom-Built Townhomes
New Low Prices

Rose Walk
at University Lake

Live within minutes of downtown Chapel Hill and Carrboro
In custom-built townhomes starting at $245,000

Chapel Hill/Carrboro Schools · walk to UNC Park and Ride
neighbor to 213-acre University Lake

Visit or call for details.  
Model open Mon-Wed & Sat 11 - 6. 
Sun 1 - 6.  Thurs & Fri by appt.
Directions: Hwy 54 Bypass West to Jones 
Ferry Rd.  Left on Jones Ferry Rd.  After 
½ mile, turn left on Old Fayetteville Rd.  
Rose Walk is straight ahead.

Carrie White  (919) 928-9006 • rosewalk@mindspring.com • www.rosewalkonline.com

KitchenFamily Room

4 Different Floorplans at New Low Prices
 2 - 3 bedrooms  ·  2½ - 3½ baths  ·  garages  ·  from $245’s to $350’s

All
Townhomes

Reduced

Minutes to Carrboro’s Downtown

Kitchen Living Room Sunroom to Screened Porch
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cRYPtOqUOte answeR:

	
it	sounds	Crazy	noW,	but	i	onLy	sent	in	one	CoLLeGe	aPPLiCation.		
thanK	Goodness	i	Was	aCCePted.
	-	hoLden	thorP,	unC	ChanCeLLor-eLeCt

F e at u r e d 	 P r o P e r t y
Historic Home
Historic Circa 1902 Carrboro Mill House. 
Known As The Oakley House In The 
Architectural & Historical Inventory Of 
Carrboro. One Of The Few Remaining 
2-Story L-shaped Mill Homes. Oak And 
Pine Floors. Excellent Kitchen. 2 bed-
rooms, 2 full baths. 
Walk To Weaver Street Market, shops, gal-
leries, restaurants. On bus-line and close 
to bike path To UNC. This Is A Gem! 
$347,000
April Grossman, Agent. 919.260.5875.
Keller Williams Realty.

weaverstreetrealty.com
929-5658

Yard SaleS

NeIGHBOrHOOd 
WIde Yard Sale

Oxbow Crossing Subdivision 
will have a yard sale Satur-
day, May 31 from 8AM--1PM. 
Lots of clothes, toys, furni-
ture, bikes, and other inter-
esting items...

Help WaNted

HIrING CNa’S aNd PCA’s. 
Call (919) 255-9454. Hiring part-
time nurse with home health 
exp.(919) 255-9454 

eGG dONOrS Needed 
to help infertile couples build 
families. Cash compensation 
and free 2 week trip to India. 
Ages 20-29 only. Call 877-IVF-
EGGS. www.proactivefamilyso-
lutions.com 

MarketING MaNaGer 
The Land Trust in Carrboro, a 
nonprofit provider of affordable 
housing, is looking for a dynamic 
marketing manager to develop 
an ‘awareness campaign’ for the 
organization and the wonderful 
housing opportunities we offer. 
Writing and presentation skills 
required, along with good en-
ergy. 
Competitive salary and benefits. 
Women and people of color en-
couraged to apply.
Send resume to cwestfall@ochlt.
org or PO Box 307 Carrboro, NC 
2751 

Fleet MaINteNaNCe 
SUperVISOr – Town of 
Carrboro Public Works Depart-
ment. Full-time permanent. Su-
pervises the maintenance and 
repair of the town’s automotive 
and equipment fleet. Includes 
administration of the fleet main-
tenance record management 
system. Requires any combina-
tion of education and experience 
equivalent to graduation from 
high school supplemented by 
course work in heavy and light 
equipment maintenance, and ex-
tensive experience in the main-
tenance and repair of automo-
tive and construction equipment 
including considerable supervi-
sory and administrative experi-
ence. Possession of, or ability to 
obtain, a valid NC Commercial 
Driver’s License and NC State 
Inspection license required. Sal-
ary range: $38,520 - $59,705; 
Application deadline: June 20, 
2008. For an application, contact 
HR, 301 W. Main St., Carrboro, 
NC 27510; 919/918-7320 or visit 
our website at www.townofcarr-
boro.org. EOE. 

SpOrtSWrIter The Car-
rboro Citizen is seeking a sports-
writer to compose and compile 
reports from local schools and 
recreation leagues. Terms and 
hours for this lightly compensat-
ed yet greatly rewarding position 
are negotiable. Inquiries in writ-
ing only to editor@carrborociti-
zen.com 

SpOrtS INterNS 
WaNted College or upper 
level high school student wanted 
for long-term internship focusing 
on sports reporting and multime-
dia. Inquiries in writing only to 
editor@carrborocitizen.com 

StUdeNt repOrterS 
WaNted Students at all local 
schools are invited to apply for 
reporting and multimedia intern-
ships for the fall 2008 semester. 
If you are interested in a career 
in writing and media, this is an 
excellent opportunity to get some 
experience and have some fun 
reporting about your school. In-
quiries in writing only to editor@
carrborocitizen.com 

HOMe
IMprOVeMeNt

MOONlIGHt INterI-
OrS 
Interior painting, faux finishes, 
color consultation. Twenty years 
local experience. Quiet, respect-
ful non-smoker. Small jobs wel-
come; references available. 968-
8438 

MISCellaNeOUS

MOVING Sale Solid wood 
furniture and other items. Good 
condition. Good prices. 2608 
Damascus Church Rd. Phone 
968-6659 

MOBIle HOMe 
FOr reNt

WHY paY MOre? Mobile 
home $500/ month. Quiet park, 
Chapel Hill. Time Warner Cable/ 
AT&T, 929-2864 

HOUSe FOr 
reNt

4 Bed / 2 BatH IN 
CarrBOrO

Newer house in downtown 
area available for June or Au-
gust. Includes all appliances 
and off street parking. 1840/ 
mo, lease, no pets please. 
605-4810. More info at Cool-
BlueRentals.com

HOMeS FOr 
Sale

WWW.307SWeetBaY.
COM Downtown Carrboro! 
Open floor plan, spacious kitchen 
& dining, full of light. Hardwoods, 
fireplace, screened porch. Beau-
tiful master suite, planting beds 
galore! 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 
1610 sq. ft. $365,000. 929-
2005. 

101 W. Carr St Walk to 
Open Eye Cafe from this 1927 
Carrboro bungalow on lot front-
ing W. Carr & Old Pittsboro. 
Fenced yard, shade trees & 
heritage plantings. $285,000 
WeaverStreetRealty.com 929-
5658 

CarrBOrO HOMe W/
Creek Very cool contem-
porary with brick floors, walls 
of windows, wraparound porch 
and interesting architectural de-
tails. Wood lot has creek running 
through. $285,000 WeaverStree-
tRealty.com 929-5658 

COUNtrY eState near 
Maple View Farms. Elegant yet 
comfortable home with gorgeous 
details. 10 acres, open meadow, 
pool w/waterfall, 3-car garage 
w/studio above. $1,285,000 
WeaverStreetRealty.com 929-
5658 

WaNt GreeN? Energy-
efficient home on 7 acres with 
pond and fenced gardens. Hard-
wood floors, metal roof, work-
shop. Walking trails along bea-
ver marsh. UNDER CONTRACT 
$475,000 WeaverStreetRealty.
com 929-5658 

WWW. 102rOBer-
tHUNt.COM

wonderful 4 bd/2.5ba home 
in Quarterpath Trace.

NeW prICe! Cute Carr-
boro cottage at 113 Dillard St. 
2 BR/1B, fenced yard, shed, 
patio, great lot, quiet no-thru 
street. Buyers agents OK. Now 
$229,900! 919-360-4346 

IN-tOWN retreat 
perched on wooded hilltop in 
established Chapel Hill neigh-
borhood. Unique features from 
owners’ world travels. Seri-
ous workshop in basement. 
Screened porch, gardens, ga-
zebo. $469,000 WeaverStreet-
Realty.com 929-5658 

CUte lI’l HOMe! New 
roof, kitchen, bathrooms, floors, 
fixtures, lights, paint, deck. Full 
acre lot big enough for kids, pets, 
gardens. On cul-de-sac. Chapel 
Hill Schools. $181,500 Weaver-
StreetRealty.com 929-5658 

CONdOS FOr 
Sale

WWW.111GUNStONCt.
COM Charming townhome in 
Booker Creek Village, Chapel 
Hill. Renovated with new maple 
cabinets, new countertops, new 
sink, new fixtures, new carpet, 
new appliances. New wood 
laminate flooring. New, New, 
New! Walking trails and bus line. 
$174,900 Contact: Kara Hart 
929-2005 kara@TerraNova-
Global.com 929-2005 

laNd FOr Sale

pICtUreSQUe pONd 
and pastoral 10 acres tucked 
behind Snipes Farm just 10 min-
utes from Carrboro. Deep spar-
kling pond with nesting geese 
and painted turtles. $205,000 
WeaverStreetRealty.com 929-
5658 

2.23 aCreS FOr 
Sale - CarrBOrO 
www.108TheHollow.com. Build 
your next home or neighbor-
hood in Carrboro. Beautifully 
wooded lot. Very private, but just 
a short bike ride to Downtown 
and the Farmer’s Market. Can 
be subdivided into three.75 acre 
homesites. Build one house, 
build three. Backs to McDougle 
School. Water and sewer ease-
ments. $350,000 for the whole 
parcel. Seller willing to subdivide 
and sell individual lots: $117,000 
for.75 acres. Contact Kara Hart 
at Terra Nova 929.2005 or email 
Kara@terranovaglobal.com 

OFFICe SpaCe 
FOr leaSe/

Sale

204 W. MaIN St. 1000 sq.ft, 
great light, hardwood floor, down-
town Carrboro. 933-8485. 
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