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Partly Cloudy
92/67
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Partly Cloudy 
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30% Chance of Rain 
88/65
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PhOTO by kEN MOORE
Rosy color variation of blue spiderwort.  Note 
how the slender  female pistil is remaing aloof from 
her six stamen brothers. That encourages healthy 
cross pollination!

Spiderworts’ many 
colors “curiously 
lurking amongst 
the grass”

I
n spite of the early heat wave, 
cool shades of spiderwort 
flowers continue to cheer up 
the early morning hours. The 
one moving around my yard is 

most likely Tradescantia ohiensis, 
Smooth Spiderwort, with leaves 
having a somewhat whitish cast 
(glaucous) to them. The pair of 
leaves immediately below the 
flower clusters are as wide as the 
stem leaves.

The name Tradescantia honors 
the two John Tradescants, father 
and son, of England. king Charles 
I sent John Tradescant the young-
er, to Virginia in 1637 to gather 
all rarities of flowers, plants and 
shells. by that date, John Trades-
cant the elder, the king’s gar-
dener, was already growing many 
American plants in his London 
garden. Spiderworts were one 
of the earliest American plants 
transported back to England.

Legendary English personality, 
writer and gardener Vita Sack-
ville-West describes spiderwort 
as “another plant I like very 
much, sometimes called the Trin-
ity Flower, owing to its three pet-
als of a rich violet, curiously lurk-
ing amongst the grassy leaves.” 

I love the notion of flowers 
“curiously lurking amongst the 
grassy leaves,” and that’s ex-
actly how I find them these early 
mornings. I don’t remember 
when I may have planted one in 
a flower bed when I used to try 

SEE  FLOra  PAGE 10

FLORA by ken Moore

a colorful tenure concluding
recenTLy . . . 
by Valarie Schwartz

Only a few people were quietly 
working on projects as I stepped in-
side to the coolness of Paint the Earth 
last week and selected a square bowl 
to paint. It had been years since al-
lowing myself the time to enjoy this 
pleasurable activity of painting a piece 
of pottery that a few days later would 
provide more pleasure when seen af-
ter being glazed and fired. In fact, I’d 
never painted anything before — my 
previous visits were as the mom of a 
painter.

Among others in the studio were 
two young moms with their daugh-
ters. One mom, with endless patience, 
guided her four- or five-year-old daugh-
ter through the process of selecting an 

object to paint for ”Grammy.” Pretty 
quickly they knew what kind of de-
sign they wanted to paint and which 
piece of pottery to paint it on, but the 
color choices required some reminders 
that this was a gift for Grammy and 
not the painter, and therefore should 
include Grammy’s favorite colors, not 
hers. The other mom painted peace-
fully, and I thought, unaccompanied, 
until her two-year-old daughter woke 
up with a start from the stroller where 
she had been napping. 

Painting a piece of pottery at Paint 
the Earth is not a solitary experience, 
but one among community — which 
could be one of the best parts of it for 
many who have enjoyed the venue 
for the 10 years it has been at 316 W. 
Franklin St., near Ham’s. 

SEE  recenTLy  PAGE 4

PhOTO by VALARIE SChWARTz 
Tamara Wade celebrated graduating from Rashkis Elementary School with a friend 
by painting a mug and keepsake box at Paint the Earth.

Death penalty opponents remain vigilant  

PhOTO by JORdAN TIMPy  
Tony, a dog rescued just a week earlier by the Orange County Animal Services department, noses around at the ground-
breaking ceremony for the new Orange County Animal Services Center.

by taylor sisk
Staff Writer

Stephen Dear, executive director 
of the Carrboro-based People of Faith 
Against the Death Penalty, is keeping 
a close eye on Raleigh.

Last year, the North Carolina 
House of Representatives passed the 
Racial Justice Act, which, if approved 
by the Senate, will allow a person ac-
cused of a capital crime to request a 
court review of whether race played 
a role in the prosecutor’s decision to 
request the death penalty or in a de-
fendant subsequently being sentenced 
to death.

Dear and other proponents of the 
bill argue there’s substantial reason for 
concern that race is a contributing fac-
tor in who gets sentenced to death in 
this country.

A study of the death penalty in 
North Carolina conducted at UNC 
in 2001 found that defendants who 
killed a white person were three and 
a half times more likely to receive the 
death penalty than those who killed a 
person of color. 

SEE  ViGiLanT  PAGE 7

PhOTO by JORdAN TIMPy
Stephen dear (left) and Amanda Lattanzio, executive director and community organizer (respectively), form the backbone of 
People of Faith Against the death Penalty, a nonpartisan, nonprofit, interfaith organization that seeks to inform and inspire all 
citizens to actively oppose the death penalty in the United States.

Heat wave hits early
by Jordan timpy
Staff Writer

Mark Crowder has seen his share of 
the heat this week. Crowder, who deliv-
ers Odwalla products, is also an umpire 
for youth baseball. Dropping off a ship-
ment at Weaver Street Market Tuesday 
as temperatures hovered near 100 de-
grees, he said the diamond was a hot 
place to be this weekend.

“My partner quit after the second 
game because of the heat,” Crowder 
said about a game he umpired on Sun-
day. “This was the first real weekend of 
heat. After the first weekend, you just 
have to adjust.”

Throughout the week, the National 
Weather Service issued heat advisories 

for central North Carolina, warning 
people about the exceedingly high tem-
peratures, which broke previous records 
on five consecutive days.

Historically, normal temperatures 
during the beginning of June are in the 
mid-80s, but highs this week pushed 
into the upper-90s and beyond, reach-
ing a blistering 101 degrees on Sunday 
and again on Tuesday.

Naturally, outdoor spaces were 
somewhat uncrowded.

John Futch, a 16-year-old who re-
cently finished his sophomore year at 
Chapel Hill High School, said he skate-
boards at Chapel Hill Skatepark almost 
every day, no matter how hot it gets.

SEE  HeaT  PAGE 10

PhOTO by JORdAN TIMPy  
Mark Crowder delivers a shipment of cold drinks to Weaver Street Market in triple-
digit temperatures on Tuesday. Crowder, who also works as a baseball umpire, said 
the recent high temperatures have taken a toll on those on the field.

County breaks
ground on new
animal shelter  
by susan Dickson
Staff Writer

The animals of Orange County 
will soon move into bigger and 
better facilities, with a new Animal 
Services Center under construc-
tion on Eubanks Road. 

County officials broke ground 
on the project last week. Despite 
sweltering heat, community mem-
bers, county commissioners and 
adoptable pets showed up for the 
groundbreaking. 

The facility will not only im-
prove the lives of the animals it 
houses, but also the efficiency with 
which Orange County Animal 
Shelter, Animal Services and Ani-
mal Control staff can work, county 
officials say. 

SEE  SHeLTer  PAGE 7
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thursday June 12
artsCenter:	three,	two,	one,	
bang!	7pm

Blue Bayou Club:	brad	Newell	
and	8	Eyes.	8:30pm

the Cave:	Early:		Wedlock		with		
hendecatope.	latE:		hWyl.

General store Café:	Club	bo-
heme.	8:30pm

Local 506:	samantha	Crain	&	the	
Midnight	shivers,	Kennebec.	9:30pm

nightlight :	Private	sea	/	Me	and	
the	trees.	9:30pm

Open eye Café:		zach	&	Craig.	
8pm

Weaver street Market :	after	
hours.	6pm

friday June 13
artsCenter:	Pieta	brown	with	bo	
ramsey.	8:30pm

Blue Bayou Club:	allison	King	
band.	9:30pm

Cat’s Cradle:	Paul	thorn	with	Jule	
brown.	9pm

the Cave:	Early:		the	stereo-
fidelics.	latE:	twilighter	with	Vinyl	
strangers.

General store Café:	tommy	Ed-
wards	&	Carolina	lightning.	8:30pm

Local 506:	the	Weisstronauts,	
dom	Casual.	10pm

nightlight:	Clang	Quartet,	ryan	
Martin	&	scotty	irving,	dickhearse	
a	discourse	on	dickhorse,	yellow	
Crystal	star.	9:30pm

saturday June 14
artsCenter:	North	Carolina	
rhythm	tap	Festival.	7:30pm

Blue Bayou Club:	open	blues	
Jam.	9:30pm

the Cave:	Early:	Nikki	Meets	the	
hibachi	with	Matthew	brookshire.	
latE:	buddhacat

General store Café:	saludos	
Compay.	8:30pm

Local 506:	shearwater,	dawn	
Chorus,	Wembley.	9pm

Open eye Café:		loose	Mood.	
8pm

sunday June 15
artsCenter:	Grupo	Fantasma.	
7pm

Local 506:	Firewater,	bear	in	
heaven.	9:30pm

nightlight :	Engagement	Party!	dJ	
JaMPaK

MOnday June 16
Cat’s Cradle:	Maria	taylor/Johna-
than	rice,	with	Nik	Freitas,	9pm

the Cave:	robert	Griffin	and	stu	
Cole

Local 506:	Modern	skirts,	the	
huguenots,	Weinland.	9pm

tuesday June 17 
Cat’s Cradle:	ingrid	Michaelson,	
with	Greg	laswell,	9pm

the Cave:	Early:	dave	turner.	
latE:	June	star

Local 506:	Grand	archives,	sera	
Cahoon.	9:30pm

nightlight :	Major	stars	/	*sons	/	
Everthus	the	deadbeats.	9:30pm

Wednesday June 18
the Cave:	Early:	lookout	
Mountain

Local 506:	Mörglbl,	oboe.	9pm

nightlight :	double	Muslims	/	
Grasslung	/	savage	Knights.	9:30pm

thursday June 19
Blue Bayou Club:	andy	Coats.	
9pm

the Cave:	Early:	brandon	&	rob.	
latE:	Who	are	We	featuring	M.P.

General store Café:	tony	Galiani	
band.	8:30pm

Local 506:	Centro-matic,	the	M’s.	
9:30pm

reservoir:	Worn	in	red,	hazerai,	
dr.	Powerful.	10pm

Weaver street Market :	after	
hours.	6pm

friday June 20 
Cat’s Cradle:	boxbomb,	
with	Max	indian,	oso	optimo,	
Willie	breeding,	8pm

the Cave:	Early:	New	river	rock	
skippers.	latE:	randy	Whitt	&	the	
Grits

General store Café:	Edsel	500.	
8:30pm

Local 506:	thao	&	the	Get	down	
stay	down,	the	love	language,	dj:	
david	ranney.	10pm

nightlight :	bryce	Clayton	Eiman	
/	the	dig	/	subscape	annex	/	the	
Moonatiks.	10pm

saturday June 21 
artsCenter:	annuals	with	lonnie	
Walker.	9pm

Blue Bayou Club:	Michael	burks.	
9:30pm

General store Café:	Jimmy	Ma-
goo	and	the	Good	life.	9pm

Local 506:	Milemarker,	Fin	Fang	
Foom,	bellefea.	10pm

nightlight :	Joe	romeo	&	the	or-
ange	County	Volunteers,	rosewater	
secession

Open eye Café: Chris	Wilhelm.	
8pm

MusiC	CalENdar

Carrboro	
the artsCenter
Center Gallery: Mexico 
Lindo—painting	and	collage	by	
sarah	dougherty	

east end Gallery: Bone dry—
photography	by	Geneva	sophia

the Beehive saLOn
figurative and abstract 
works—watercolors	and	acrylics	by	
C.	david	Cabrera	

Caffe driade
Collage	by	Elizabeth	bunch

CarrBOrO Century 
Center
Call	for	details.

CarrBOrO tOWn haLL
Call	for	details.

deWitt LaW, PLLC
Figurative	dreamscapes	of	love	and	
life	by	Eireann	leigh

fLeet feet GaLLery
Larger than Life—expressive	
flowers	and	faces	by	barbara	Keigh-
ton	watercolor	portraits

nC Crafts GaLLery
front Gallery: Chicken	bridge	
Pottery	by	rusty	sieck

Back Gallery: New	paintings	by	
sarah	Faulkner

nested
screen	prints	by	Joseph	beery	

OPen eye Café
Paintings	by	trish	sheff

PanzaneLLa
Call	for	details.

Weaver street reaLty
Paintings	by	Perry	arnesons

WOOtini
New	works	by	atlanta’s	artdorks.

ChaPEl	hill	
aniMatiOn 
and fine art
Lithographs,	serigraphs	and	stained	
glass	by	lowel	Nesbit

COMMunity ChurCh 
Of ChaPeL hiLL

the face of the earth—water-
color	mixed	media	by	Nerys	levy	

tOWn & CaMPus reaLty
the Paris Collection—photogra-
phy	by	tim	Vanderhort

turninG POint GaLLery
15	acrylics	by	Wilfred	lang

southErN	
VillaGE	
BaGWeLL, hOLt, sMith, 
tiLLMan & JOnes, Pa
Paintings	by	amy	White		

BLOOM
landscape	oils	on	canvas	by	sam	
shelby

hillsborouGh	
hiLLsBOrOuGh GaLLery 
Of arts
Birds and Bloomers—new	work	
by	howard	schroeder	and	Katherine	
Nelson	through	June	21.

P ittsboro	
ChathaMarts GaLLery
art	in	the	Garden

fusiOn art and fine 
Craft GaLLery
Call	for	details.

arts	CalENdar

Johnathan	rice	will	be	at	Cat’s	Cradle	this	Monday.

FR 6/13 PAUL THORN
W/jule bRoWn**($15/$20)

mo 6/16**($8/$10)
mARiA TAyLOR/

jOHNATHAN Rice
W/nik FReitas

tu 6/17**($15/$17)

iNgRid
micHAeLsON

W/GReG lasWell
FR 6/20 BOXBOmB,

W/max indian, oso optimo, 
Willie bReedinG**($1)

sa 6/21 ROONey
W/locksley, the 
bRidGes**($13/$15)

We 6/25**($15/$17)

demON HUNTeR
W/livinG sacRiFice + moRe

th 6/26**($12/$14)
mewithoutyou
W/maps & atlases,

Gasoline heaRt

FR 6/27**($6/$8)
summeR ReGGae jam
dUB Addis, 

cRUciAL fiyA,
ARif

sa 6/28**($28/$30)

iRis demeNT
W/jason WilbeR

catscRadle.com 919.967.9053 300 e. main stReet, caRRboRo
**asteRisks   denote   advance   tickets   @   schoolkids   RecoRds   in  RaleiGh,   cd   alley   in   chapel   hill,   bull   city   RecoRds    in      duRham  
oRdeR   tickets   online   at   etix.com    We   seRve   caRolina   bReWeRy   beeR   on   tap!    We   aRe   a   non-smokinG   club

sU 7/6 BORis

LiNcOLN THeATRe
(RALeigH):

TH 11/6 ReveReNd
HORTON HeAT

w/NAsHviLLe PUssy,
ReckLess keLLy

LOcAL 506 (cH):

tu 8/12  cass mccombs
FR 8/22  oneida W/diRty Faces

THe ARTsceNTeR
(cARRBORO):

sA 6/21 - ($10/$12)
ANNUALs

w/LONNie wALkeR

kOkA BOOTH 
AmPiTHeATRe (cARy):
sA 7/26 - ($22.50/$37.50)

AveTT
BROTHeRs
fR 8/8 - ($22.50/$37.50)

wiLcO w/BON iveR

discO ROdeO (RALeigH):
TU 7/29 - ($18)

wOLf
PARAde

w/wiNTeRsLeeP
sU 10/5 - ON sALe 6/13

THe BLAck 
keys

also pResentinG

sU 10/5 THe BLAck keys
discO ROdeO (RALeigH)

ON sALe fRidAy!

fR 8/8
wiLcO

kOkA BOOTH
AmPiTHeATeR (cARy)

sA 7/26
AveTT BROTHeRs

kOkA BOOTH
AmPiTHeATeR (cARy)

sA 6/21 ROONey

TU 7/29
wOLf PARAde

discO ROdeO (RALeigH)

fR 8/15
THe fAiNT

su 6/29 fLickeR
attack oF the 50’ Reels
tu 7/1**$10/$12) 6:30 shoW

HARRy ANd
THe POTTeRs

W/math the band and
monsteRFace

sa 7/5 diRty south Fest: 
LOweR cLAss BRATs, 

mURPHys LAw
PATRiOT + moRe **($18/$22)

su 7/6 BORis
W/toRche and clouds**

sa 7/12 THe cLUB is OPeN
LOcAL mUsic fesTivAL:

ROmAN cANdLe,
Red cOLLAR, LUd, fUTURe

kiNgs Of NOwHeRe, 
AmeRicAN AqUARiUm**$7

su 7/13 mORe cLUB is OPeN
LOcAL mUsic fesTivAL:

BeN dAvis ANd THe jeTTs,
 i wAs TOTALLy
desTROyiNg iT,
ANimAL mUsic, 
sHAkeRmAkeR,

sALvO HUNTeR**$7
FR 7/18**

dUBcONsciOUs
sa 7/19 Nc giRLs ROck

cAmP sHOwcAse
(Ages 10-17)**$5 oR donation

th 7/24**($15)
HieROgLyPHics TOUR

W/blue scholaRs,
knoWbody, musab,

pRince ali
FR 7/25 TiLLy ANd

THe wALL
W/Ruby suns**

mo 7/28  sHe & Him
FeatuRinG zooey deschanel

& m. WaRd**($16/$18)

tu 7/29 immORTAL
TecHNiqUe (HiP HOP)

W/dj Gi joe, poison pen,
da ciRcle, j aRch**($12/$15)

FR 8/8sARA Lee 
gUTHRie and

jOHNNy iRiON**($10/$12)
tu 8/12**($15/$17) THe HOLd
sTeAdy W/loved ones

FR 8/15 **($20/ $22)

THe fAiNT
sa 8/16THe meLviNs

W/biG business**($16/$18)
sa 8/23**($16/$18)

ARROgANce
mo 9/29 sTeReOLAB**($17)

FR 10/17cHATHAm
cOUNTy LiNe**($12/$15)

th 11/13BAdfisH
W/scotty don’t**($16/$18)

shirlette	ammons,	in	her	
office	at	the	artsCenter

Photo	by	MadElEiNE	
orGrEN-strEb

Words	and	music
ammons	ready	for	a	dual	release

by Catherine Rierson
Staff Writer

The words on the page may 
take the guise of poetry in their 
neat line-by-line arrangement, 
but there’s no mistaking the mu-
sic that springs from the written 
words’ rhythm and rhyme. Shir-
lette Ammons is both poet and 
musician, and this Friday’s release 
of her second book of poetry and 
an EP prove it.

Matching Skin, the award-
winning artist’s second published 
poetry collection, and John Anon-
ymous, a five-song EP that will 
accompany the book, exemplify 
Ammons’ fluidity between me-
diums and the value she gives to 
their relationship.

“The book and the CD are 
meant to complement each other,” 
Ammons said. “I have never seen 
or felt the cause to separate myself 
between music and poetry, but I 
have grown to understand that 
music and poetry co-exist within 
me, and that I came into one be-
cause of the other,” she said.

Ammons has been busy since 
she published her first poetry col-
lection, Stumphole Aunthology of 
Bakwoods Bloods, in 2002. She’s 
lead vocalist and co-bassist in 
the band Mosadi Music, which 
released a debut album, The Win-
dow, in 2006. Her poems have 
been published in The Asheville 
Poetry Review and The Ringing 
Ear: Black Poets Lean South, and 
she’s received a John Hope Frank-
lin Grant for Documentary Stud-
ies and the Ebony-Harlem Award 
for Literary Talent.

Unlike her first published 
collection of poetry, Stumphole, 
which was rich with language 
reminiscent of her childhood 
in Mount Olive, Ammons said 
Matching Skin seeks to uncover a 
new definition of home and fam-

ily, and talks a great deal about 
intimacy.

“The difference between 
Stumphole and Matching Skin is 
that I’ve lived a lot more since 
then, and I can look at my past dif-
ferently than I used to,” she said.

John Anonymous, the EP ac-
companying the publication, 
features mostly Ammons’ mu-
sician friends from around the 
Triangle, including the mandolin 
strumming of Chatham County 
Line’s John Teer, vocals from 
well-knowns including the blue-
sy, down-in-the-bayou sounding 
Adrian Duke and the memorable 
voice of Caitlin Cary. Drummer 
Matt Maccaughan and producer 
and guitarist Chris Boerner, both 
from Mosadi Music, appear on 
the EP as well. 

During the day, Ammons 
works as the children’s arts man-
ager at The ArtsCenter. On top of 
maintaining the collaboration be-
tween the written word and mu-
sic, her day job, she said, serves as 
just another challenge to her life 
as an artist. 

“I think if the kids I spend 
each day with see me creating art 
and living as an artist, they see 
that art is viable and that it’s not 
necessarily something that hangs 
on a wall flat and one-dimension-
al,” she said. “If I don’t believe in 
that myself, then they’ll see right 
through me. 

“I hope the young artists I 
work with know that art and 
the creation of art is within their 
grasps; that they know artists be-
cause they are artists and art lives 
and breathes right here in their 
community.”

Shirlette Ammons reads from 
Matching Skin and performs 
music from John Anonymous Fri-
day, June 13 at 7:30 p.m. at The 
Stables, 108 Morris St., Durham. 
Admission is free.

Weisstronauts	will	be	at	local	506	this	Friday.
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OBITUARIES

Mary Rush Ishaq

Mary	died	on	June	9,	2008	at	
UNC	 Hospitals.	 She	 was	 born	
in	 Minneapolie,	 MN	 on	 Sep-
tember	17,	1938	 to	 James	Rush	
and	Erma	Sjoquist	Rush.	Mary	
received	her	BA	degree	in	Inter-
national	 Relations	 and	 Masters	
degree	 in	 Library	 Science	 from	
the	 University	 of	 Minnesota.	
Married	 to	Dr.	Khalid	S.	 Ishaq	
on	 December	 1,	 1968	 and	 ar-
rived	in	Chapel	Hill	on	Decem-
ber	4.

Mary	 was	 a	 reference	 librar-
ian	 in	 Wilson	 Library.	 At	 the	
time	of	her	 retirement	 in	1986,	
she	was	the	Acting	Head	of	the	
Humanities	 Reference	 Depart-
ment	 in	 Walter	 Davis	 Library.	
After	her	retirement	she	worked	
and	 volunteered	 at	 the	 North	
Carolina	Botanical	Garden.

Mary	 is	 survived	 by	 her	 hus-
band	 Khalid	 Ishaq;	 sister	 Janice	
Becker	 of	 Dayton,	 OH;	 cousin	
Jack	Sjoquist	of	Minneapolis,	MN;	
sister-in-law	 Samira	 Ishaq	 Ashoo	
of	Raleigh;	and	their	families.

Mass	will	be	held	at	11	a.m.	
on	 Saturday,	 June	 14,	 2008	 at	
the	Newman	Student	Center	at	
the	University	of	North	Caroli-
na	with	a	reception	immediately	
following.

Memorials	 may	 be	 made	 to	
the	 North	 Carolina	 Botanical	
Gardens,	Chapel	Hill;	Interfaith	
Council	 for	 Social	 Service;	 and	
the	 Lineberger	 Comprehensive	
Cancer	 Center.	 The	 family	 re-
spectfully	 requests	 no	 flowers.	
Walker’s	Funeral	Home	 is	 serv-
ing	the	Ishaq	family.

Jacob Messinger

On	 June	 28,	 1986,	 Jacob	
Messinger	entered	the	world;	on	
May	31,	2008	he	left	this	world.	
He	was	21	years	old.	Although	
his	stay	was	brief,	his	impact	on	
those	he	touched	was	profound	
and	 will	 live	 forever.	 Jacob’s	
spontaneous	 and	 creative	 ap-
proach	 to	 life	 was	 extremely	
contagious.	

His	gifts	of	love	and	friend-
ship	 were	 transforming	 quali-
ties	 that	 so	 often	 helped	 those	
around	him.

Jacob	was	our	love,	our	son,	
our	 soul’s-mate,	 and	 our	 best	
teaching.	 It	 is	 beyond	 words	
how	 much	 we	 will	 miss	 him,	
but	we	know	that	he	will	forev-
er	live	in	our	hearts	as	we	hope	
he	does	for	all	who	knew	him.

We	love	you	Jacob.
Paul	and	Sandra	Messinger

Violet Lecus
Violet	Lecus,	87,	died	Friday,	

June	6,	2008,	at	UNC	Hospitals	
in	Chapel	Hill,	N.C.

She	is	survived	by	her	daugh-
ter,	Kathleen	Anderson	and	hus-
band,	 Robert	 of	 Chapel	 Hill;	
her	sons,	Bruce	Lecus	and	wife,	
Rhonda	of	Carrboro,	and	Brian	
Lecus	 and	 wife,	 Linda	 of	 Mil-
waukee,	 WI;	 and	 seven	 grand-
children.

A	 funeral	 mass	 (Mass	 of	
Christian	 Burial)	 will	 be	 cel-
ebrated	 at	 St.	 Thomas	 More	
Catholic	Church	in	Chapel	Hill	
on	Thursday,	June	12	at	10	a.m.

Memorials	 may	 be	 made	 to	
the	Charles	House,	109	Hillcrest	
Avenue,	Carrboro,	NC	27510.

Heat relief
The	Orange	County	Department	of	Social	Services	is	offer-

ing	fans	and	air	conditioners,	as	well	as	crisis	intervention	and	
energy	funds	to	help	residents	cope	with	the	heat.	

County	 residents	 with	 limited	 resources	 and	 no	 cooling	
source	 in	their	homes	can	apply	to	receive	a	 fan	or	air	condi-
tioner	at	the	Chapel	Hill	office	at	2501	Homestead	Rd.	or	the	
Hillsborough	office	at	300	West	Tryon	St.	For	more	informa-
tion	about	the	heat	relief	efforts	or	donations,	contact	the	De-
partment	of	Social	Services	at	(919)	245-2858.	

Rabid raccoon attack
Orange	County	Animal	Services	received	their	10th	report	

this	year	of	a	rabies	case	on	Tuesday.	A	rabid	raccoon	attacked	
a	pet	dog	in	the	area	of	Efland	Cedar	Grove	and	McDade	Store	
roads	in	Cedar	Grove	and	was	killed	by	local	residents.

The	dog	in	this	case	was	not	vaccinated	against	rabies	and	
so,	by	state	law,	must	either	be	destroyed	or	quarantined	for	six	
months	at	the	owner’s	expense.	If	you	suspect	that	your	pet	is	
exposed	to	rabies,	contact	Animal	Control.

Low-cost rabies vaccination
The	Orange	County	Animal	Services	Department	has	orga-

nized	four	low-cost	rabies	vaccination	clinics.	They	are:
June	18	from	8:30	to	10	a.m.	at	Fairview	Community	Park,	

Hillsborough;	June	18	from	6	to	7	p.m.	at	the	Orange	County	
Government	Services	Annex	in	Hillsborough;	and	June	21	from	
10	a.m.	to	noon	at	the	Orange	County	Animal	Shelter.	The	fee	
is	$5.	For	information,	call	245-2075.

Board studies water plan
Members	of	the	Carrboro	Board	of	Aldermen	remain	skepti-

cal	 about	 a	potential	 partnership	with	Chatham	County	 and	
Durham	to	construct	the	western	intake	on	Jordan	Lake.

OWASA	is	studying	the	idea,	which	gained	new	momentum	
during	the	recent	drought.

At	 a	work	 session	Tuesday	night	 at	Town	Hall,	 the	board	
passed	 a	 resolution	 in	 support	 of	 a	 local,	 high-quality	 water	
supply	—	a	move	intended	to	send	the	signal	that	a	tie-in	with	
Jordan	Lake	might	compromise	that.	Board	members	also	ex-
pressed	 concern	 that	 the	 additional	 water	 might	 fuel	 growth	
if	 land	use	plans	 and	conservation	are	not	better	 coordinated	
among	the	potential	project’s	partners.

OWASA	and	representatives	of	other	nearby	water	systems	
are	interested	in	Jordan	Lake	in	part	because	the	lake’s	1,700-
square-mile	 watershed	 allows	 it	 to	 refill	 at	 a	 much	 faster	 rate	
than	other	reservoirs	in	the	region.	OWASA	has	an	as	yet	un-
used	five	million	gallon	per	day	allocation	from	the	lake.

County Attorney to retire
County	Attorney	Geof	Gledhill	has	announced	he	will	retire	

in	December.	Gledhill	has	served	as	the	primary	legal	counsel	
to	the	Orange	County	Board	of	Commissioners	for	more	than	
30	years.	He	works	with	the	Law	Office	of	Coleman,	Gledhill,	
Hargrave	&	Peek.	Gledhill	said	he	chose	to	retire	from	full-time	
law	practice	in	order	to	spend	more	time	with	family	and	to	be-
come	a	better	farmer,	raising	cattle,	goats	and	various	crops.	

The	commissioners	have	approved	a	 staff	attorney	position	
and	are	in	discussion	on	possible	transitions	for	the	county’s	fu-
ture	legal	services.	
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RECYCLE YOUR TWIRLY LIGHTS

Monday - Friday                        
10:00 am - 6:00 pm                     

Saturdays
7:30 -12 noon

Orange County Landfill
Eubanks Rd. Chapel Hill

Orange County Solid Waste Management
(919) 968-2788

recycling@co.orange.nc.us
www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling

Compact Fluorescent Lights (CFL’s), fluorescent tubes
and old thermostats contain mercury.

RECYCLE THEM AT THE
HAZARDOUS WASTE

COLLECTION
Open 6 days each week

Orange County residents, and businesses that produce no more
than 220 pounds of hazardous material each month only, please.

BRING WHOLE BULBS. 
DO NOT BREAK THEM!

by Rich Fowler
Staff Writer

The	Chapel	Hill	Town	Coun-
cil	 passed	 a	 new	 law	 that	 will	
change	 the	 way	 elections	 for	
mayoral	 and	 town	 council	 seats	
will	 be	 funded	 for	 the	next	 two	
municipal	 elections.	 The	 new	
Voter-Owned	Elections	program,	
approved	Monday	at	a	meeting	at	
Town	Hall,	provides	town	money	
to	candidates	for	mayor	and	town	
council	 to	 help	 run	 their	 2009	
and	2011	campaigns.	The	coun-
cil	set	aside	$25,000	in	its	2008-
2009	budget	to	start	funding	the	
four-year	pilot	program.

Chapel	Hill	Mayor	Kevin	Foy	
said	that	he	thought	the	council	
was	 trying	 to	 ensure	 that	 in	 the	
long	term	politics	in	Chapel	Hill	
wouldn’t	be	polluted	by	money.

“I	think	it	would	be	unfortu-
nate	if	we	wait	until	a	time	when	
corruption	 does	 occur,”	 Coun-
cil	 member	 Mark	 Kleinschmidt	
said.	He	also	 said	 that	he	didn’t	
want	people	who	were	unable	to	
raise	 large	amounts	of	money	to	
be	locked	out	of	the	political	pro-
cess.	 He	 said	 that	 this	 program	
would	give	those	people	a	chance	
to	get	involved.

Mayor	Pro	Tem	Jim	Ward	said	
that	 the	council	 and	 the	 residents	
of	 Chapel	 Hill	 would	 be	 better	
served	by	council	members	who	are	
funded	by	the	town	instead	of	two	
or	three	special-interest	groups.

Some	 of	 the	 citizens	 who	
spoke	 at	 the	 council	 meeting	
and	 one	 council	 member	 ob-
jected	to	the	council	passing	the	
measure	without	putting	the	is-
sue	to	a	referendum.	

“If	we	believe	that	this	is	such	
a	good	thing,	let’s	have	the	confi-
dence	to	turn	it	over	to	the	good	
people	of	Chapel	Hill	and	allow	
them	to	say	yea	or	nay.	Why	can’t	
we	 do	 that?”	 Council	 member	
Matt	Czajkowski	asked.

Foy	 rejected	 the	 notion	 that	
the	 council	 shouldn’t	 make	 this	
decision	 for	 the	 community.	He	
said	that	the	council	was	elected	
to	 listen	 to	 the	 community	 and	
make	decisions	on	its	behalf.

Czajkowski	 objected	 to	 the	
use	 of	 taxpayer	 money	 to	 fund	
candidates,	 especially	 in	 a	 year	
when	the	council	is	raising	prop-
erty	taxes.	

“When	I	 look	at	priorities,”	he	
said,	“I	say	 increasing	funding	for	
EZ	Rider	is	more	tangible	and	more	
important	than	spending	whatever	
it	is	we	ultimately	spend	on	provid-

ing	campaign	financing.”
This	will	be	the	first	time	that	

municipally	 funded	 campaigns	
will	be	tried	in	a	local	election	in	
North	 Carolina.	 The	 state	 gov-
ernment	has	been	funding	appel-
late	judge	elections	with	a	similar	
program	since	2004.

So	how	will	the	new	program	
work?	First,	candidates	who	want	
to	use	 town	money	will	have	 to	
raise	seed	money	from	registered	
Chapel	 Hill	 voters	 to	 qualify.	
Town	 council	 candidates	 will	
have	to	raise	$750	from	75	people	
and	mayoral	candidates	will	have	
to	raise	$1,500	from	150	people.	
Contributions	 have	 to	 be	 in	 the	
$5-$20	 range	 to	 qualify,	 and	
candidates	aren’t	allowed	to	raise	
more	 than	 that	 before	 enrolling	
in	the	program.

After	 candidates	 are	 allowed	
to	get	town	funds,	they	can	con-
tinue	 fundraising	 but	 they	 can	
only	accept	contributions	of	up	to	
$20	from	registered	Chapel	Hill	
voters.	 Town	 council	 candidates	
can	accept	another	$2,250,	for	a	
total	 of	 $3,000	 of	 private	 fund-
raising.	 Mayoral	 candidates	 can	
accept	another	$4,500,	for	a	total	
of	$6,000.

Town	council	candidates	will	
get	up	to	$3,000	more	from	the	

town	and	mayoral	candidates	will	
get	 up	 to	 $9,000.	 If	 there’s	 not	
enough	money	 in	 the	budget	 to	
pay	the	full	amount	to	everyone,	
candidates	will	get	equal	shares	of	
whatever	is	available.

The	program	has	strict	report-
ing	 requirements	 for	 candidates.	
All	 candidates	 participating	 in	
the	program	have	to	provide	the	
name,	 address	 and	 amount	 of	
money	they	get	 from	every	con-
tributor.	Other	reporting	require-
ments	will	require	all	candidates	
for	 council	 or	 mayoral	 office	 to	
file	 disclosure	 reports	 on	 their	
spending	five	days	before	election	
day	 and	 16	 days	 after,	 whether	
they	are	participating	in	the	pro-
gram	or	not.

The	 program	 will	 give	 emer-
gency	 funding	 to	candidates	us-
ing	town	money	when	their	op-
ponents	 try	 to	 outspend	 them	
with	private	money.	Town	council	
candidates	can	get	up	to	$2,000	
extra	and	mayoral	candidates	can	
get	up	to	$4,000.

The	 program	 will	 be	 run	 by	
the	 N.C.	 Board	 of	 Elections.	
The	board	 is	 allowed	 to	pass	on	
responsibility	 for	 running	 the	
program	 to	 the	 Orange	 County	
Board	of	Elections.

by Rich Fowler
Staff Writer

With	 little	 debate,	 the	 Cha-
pel	Hill	Town	Council	passed	a	
$86.2	million	budget	for	2008-
2009	 at	 its	meeting	Monday	 at	
Town	Hall.

The	budget	 includes	 an	11.3	
percent	 property	 tax	 increase,	
from	 52.2	 cents	 per	 $100	 valu-
ation	to	58.1	cents.	It	is	the	first	
time	the	town	has	raised	taxes	in	
two	years.

Top	reasons	cited	 for	 the	 in-
crease	are	rising	debt	payments,	
employee	 costs	 and	 operating	
costs	 driven	 by	 the	 opening	 of	

new	 facilities.	 The	 cost	 of	 pay-
ing	for	the	town’s	debt	has	gone	
up	from	$5.5	million	last	year	to	
$6.4	million	for	the	coming	year.	
The	town	is	also	giving	all	of	its	
employees	 a	 three	 percent	 pay	
raise	and	absorbing	a	10	percent	
rise	in	health	care	costs.	

The	council	 also	 changed	 its	
health	 insurance	 coverage	 rules	
extending	 coverage	 to	 council	
members	after	they	leave	office.

Under	 the	 old	 law,	 council	
members	 could	 get	 health	 in-
surance	 through	 the	 town,	 but	
coverage	 ended	 when	 their	 term	
ended.	Now,	once	a	council	mem-
ber	serves	two	full	terms,	or	eight	

years,	 that	person	will	be	able	 to	
get	health	insurance	coverage	from	
the	town	after	leaving	the	council.	
The	town	will	pay	for	75	percent	
of	 the	 cost	 of	 the	 insurance	 and	
the	 former	 council	 member	 will	
pay	the	other	25	percent.

According	 to	 the	 council	
committee’s	 report,	 both	 Dur-
ham	 and	 Orange	 county	 com-
missioners	 already	 get	 100	 per-
cent	 of	 the	 cost	 of	 their	 health	
insurance	 paid	 for	 when	 they	
leave	office	after	serving	two	full	
terms,	or	eight	years.	The	town	of	
Cary	starts	subsidizing	its	coun-
cil	 members’	 health	 insurance	
at	 50	 percent	 after	 two	 terms,	

75	percent	after	three	terms	and	
100	percent	after	four	terms.

In	 other	 action	 the	 council	
approved	a	plan	to	purchase	two	
more	 60-foot-long	 articulated	
hybrid	 buses	 and	 another	 nine	
40-foot-long	diesel	buses.

The	 two	 hybrid	 buses	 will	
serve	 UNC’s	 North	 Chatham	
park-and-ride	lot.	The	other	nine	
buses	will	improve	the	town’s	98-
bus	fleet	by	replacing	older	buses	
and	 adding	 extra	 capacity.	 The	
total	 cost	 of	 the	 buses	 is	 $4.57	
million,	 most	 of	 which	 will	 be	
paid	 for	 with	 federal	 and	 state	
grant	 money.	 The	 town’s	 share	
for	the	purchase	is	$457,000.

Public campaign finance law approved

Chapel Hill passes budget, upgrades health coverage
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Volunteers	wanted
The	Orange	County	Board	of	Commissioners	 is	 recruiting	

residents	to	serve	on	the	Commission	for	Women	and	the	Hu-
man	Relations	Commission.	

The	Commission	for	Women	was	formed	in	1976	to	promote	
the	growth	and	development	of	all	Orange	County	women.	Its	
mission	is	to	empower	women	and	girls	and	promote	their	equal-
ity	through	advocacy,	education	and	outreach	activities.

The	Orange	County	Human	Relations	Commission	is	a	place	
for	community	members	to	voice	concerns	about	social	justice	
issues	 in	Orange	County.	For	more	 information	 contact	Pam	
Reynolds	at	960-3875.

For	an	application	or	information	on	other	Orange	County	
advisory	boards,	contact	the	office	of	the	Clerk	to	the	Board	at	
245-2125	or	athompson-rockett@co.orange.nc.us.	For	an	online	
application,	 visit	 the	 county’s	 website	 at	 www.co.orange.nc.us	
and	click	on	the	“Volunteer	Boards”	icon.

Cabaret	on	stage
A	concert	featuring	choral	ensemble	The	Voice	of	Michigan	

will	 take	place	June	22	at	7	p.m.	at	 the	Olin	T.	Binkley	Me-
morial	Baptist	Church	at	1712	Willow	Dr.	in	Chapel	Hill.	The	
Voice	of	Michigan	performs	nationwide	and	often	on	behalf	of	
social-advocacy	groups.	

The	concert	benefits	the	Inter-Faith	Council	for	Social	Ser-
vice.	For	tickets	or	information,	see	the	website	at	www.ifcweb.
org,	email	 rsvp@ifcmailbox.org	or	call	929-6380.	Tickets	will	
be	 sold	 at	 the	door	depending	on	 availability.	The	 Inter-Faith	
Council	operates	food	and	other	community-service	programs	
in	the	area.

Festival	con	torneo	
de	fútbol
Este	 sábado	 es	 el	 Latino	 Fes-
tival	 en	 Durham,	 con	 torneo	
amistoso	 de	 fútbol.	 Torneo	
para	 adultos	 y	 otro	 para	 ni-
ños.	Registrar	para	el	torneo	a	
las	 1500H,	 el	 torneo	 empieza	
a	 las	 1600H.	 ¿No	 le	 gusta	 el	
fútbol?	Pásala	bien	escuchando	
y	 bailando	 a	 la	 buena	 música	
de	 Latin	 Project,	 Orquesta	
Gardel,	 Carnavalito	 y	 más.	
Baile.	 Actividades	 para	 ni-
ños.	 Información	 acerca	de	 la	
salud,	la	educación	y	el	trabajo.	
Gratis.	Vendedores	de	comida	
típica.	El	 sábado,	14	de	 junio	
1500-2000H.	 Forest	 Hills	

Park,	 1639	 University	 Drive,	
Durham.	Informes	al	tlf.	560-
4355.	 Durham	 County	 Parks	
and	Recreation	Department

Caminata	de	arte
Visite	 diferentes	 galerías	 de	
arte	 en	 Carrboro	 y	 Chapel	
Hill.	Unos	sitios	tienen	música	
en	vivo.	Pida	un	mapa	en	cu-
alquier	 de	 los	 sitios,	 incluso	 a	
Open	 Eye	 Café,	 Ackland	 Art	
Museum	y	el	ArtsCenter.	Gra-
tis.	 El	 viernes,	 13	 de	 junio,	
1800-2100H

Comentarios, sugerencias y 
preguntas al betsy@carrborociti-
zen.com

CitizenCryptoquote By Martin Brody
For example, YAPHCYAPLM is WORDSWORTH.  One letter stands for 
another.  In this sample, A is used for the two O’s, Y for the two W’s, 
etc..  Apostrophes, punctuation, the length and formation of the 
words are all hints.

“Doesn’t Work”

V G B A  B K C W S M  “ S R ”  H E X D X S A B 

A X X S K M X  H E X M S K S Q C  A P X  O K C 

“ P K D X  K  S W Q X  U K C ”  Q G E X B 

Q P E R S W Q  U X H E X B B W R S .  -  T K C X 

O K A A I X A R S ,  H K B A  H E X B W U X S A 

R T  H I K S S X U  H K E X S A P R R U

This week’s answer appears on page 8.

Community	Briefs

	super	Crossword	  TreATMeNT

speCiAl	eVeNTs
Computer	classes — free 
computer classes: internet, 
Email, Word, Excel, Powerpoint, 
NC Live. registration required. 
Wednesdays, through aug. 
6, 7pm Century Center 918-
7387 cybrary@co.orange.nc.us  
uncommon	Garden	Tour 
— tour a private garden full of 
sculpture, art and nature. Tours 
from 10am to 3pm saturday, June 
14 only $25 artscenterlive.org

Antique	Auto	show — 11th 
annual hospice antique Car 
show, saturday, June 21. 8am-
3pm bake sale, live music, fashion 
show and more. burlington 
outlet Village,  i-40 exit  145

wCoM	Benefit — The Caro-
lina brwery will host a dJ and 
upon request donate a portion 
of the cost of meals on June 22 
to Carrboro’s all-volunteer com-
munity radio station. so come 
out and support community 
radio!

FAiTh
Buddhism — buddhist teach-
ings and meditation with Gen 
Tilopa of the Kosala buddhist 
Center 7-8:30pm Wednesday 
evenings. June series is “The Kad-
ampa buddhist way of Life.” $10.  
First class free. 711 W. rosemary 
st (above Carrburritos). medita-
tioninchapelhill.org 967-1861.

ouTdoor	
ACTiViTies
Niche	Gardens	guided	
garden	walks — saturdays 
through June, 10am. spring plant-
ing, garden maintenance, design 
& gardening for wildlife with 
bird and butterfly gardens. Free. 
Niche Gardens, 1111 dawson rd, 
Chapel hill. 967-0078 nichegar-
dens.com

Guided	Tours — of the N.C. 
botanical Garden’s Plant Collec-
tions, every saturday at 10am. 
Free.

Kids
Toddler	Time — at the Car-
rboro branch Library. Every 
Thursday at 4pm. 969-3006

preschool	story	Time — at 
the Carrboro branch Library. 
Every saturday at 10 :30am. June 
12: stories about hats (wear your 
favorite !), June 19: stories about 
dads, June 26: stories about 
picnics.

express	Yourself! — art 
program for ages 3-8 & their 
caregivers. saturdays, 10 :45-
11:15, 11:30am-noon $2 Kidzu 
Children’s Museum 105 E Frank-
lin st 933-1455 kidzuchildrens-
museum.org

Nature	Tales:	storytime	in	
the	Garden — N.C. botanical 
Garden. Thursdays, 10-11am. 
Children 3-5  Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
$5/family.

VoluNTeers
rsVp	55+	Volunteer	pro-
gram  — seeks volunteers to 
match other volunteers with 
opportunities for public service. 
968-2056

Meals	on	wheels — seeks 
volunteers to deliver meals 
and/or bake simple desserts for 
recipients in the Chapel hill /Car-
rboro area. 942-2948

english	as	a	second	lan-
guage	Conversation	Club 
— seeks volunteers to talk with 
groups of international students 
Fridays from 11:30am-1:30pm. 
university Methodist Church on 
Franklin st. 967-1448, harwellja@
bellsouth.net

heAlTh	&	
wellNess
“The	Choice	Among	health	
Care	options	is	Yours:	who	
bears	the	consequences?” 
— bernie Kemp, a health care 
economist, and Erin Coyle, a 
certified massage  therapist and 
herbalist speak on the health 
care choices you face every day. 
June 18  10 :30-11:30am seymour 
Center, 2551 homestead road, 
Chapel hill.

living	with	Advanced/Meta-
static	Cancer — a bi-weekly 
support group. Meets 1st and 
3rd Wednesdays, 3:30-5pm. 
drop-in, no charge. Cornucopia 

house Cancer support Center. 
401-9333, cornucopiahouse.org

The	Compassionate	
Friends:	self-help	support	
after	the	death	of	a	child — 
free and open to all adults grieving 
the loss of a child or sibling. Third 
Mondays, 7-8:30pm. Evergreen 
united Methodist Church. 967-
3221. chapelhilltcf.org

MuseuMs
planetarium	&	digital	The-
ater	shows — science LiVE 
demos. ongoing. Morehead 
Planetarium, 250 E Franklin st, 
Chapel hill. info hotline 549-
6863, office 962-1236, tickets 
843-7997. Thu-sat 10am-5pm, 
6:30-9:15pm. moreheadplan-
etarium.org

dANCe
havana	Nights — Cuban sal-
sa. 1st and 3rd Thursdays, 10pm. 
Mansion 462, 462 W Franklin st, 
967-7913, www.mansion462.net

salsa/Mambo — 3rd satur-
days, lesson 8pm, dance 8:30-
11pm. $7, 358-4201, salsa_4u2@
yahoo.com. Fred astaire dance 
studio, 4702 Garrett rd, 
durham.

swing	dance — saturday, June 
7. 7-8pm. beginner Lesson with 
paid admission. dance 8-11pm. 
Live music by The dave and Lola 
youngman Quartet. Fred astaire 
dance studio, $9 members, $11 
others. ($4 off with student id) 
Presented by the Triangle swing 
dance society.

Ballroom — 4th & 5th Thurs-
days, 7-9:30pm, $2. 933-8982. 
seymour senior Center, 2551 
homestead rd, Chapel hill, 
968-2070

Carrboro	danceJam — free-
style dance to an eclectic mix 
of music. First Fridays. balanced 
Movement studio. 304 W 
Weaver st, upstairs. smoke & 
alcohol free. Call 968-8776 for 
more info. 

leCTures,	
disCussioNs	&	
opeN	MiCs
open	Mic —poetry, music & 
short fiction. Tuesdays, 7pm, 
Market street books & Maps, 
southern Village. 933-5111, www.

marketstreetbooks.com

The	sustainable	Furniture	
Council,	susan	inglis — 5 
pm sunday, June 15. susan inglis, 
executive director of the sustain-
able Furniture Council, will talk 
about the organization’s work, 
with an emphasis on how this 
fairly new educational organiza-
tion is making a difference in 
reducing the amount of illegal 
logging that the home-furnishings 
industry is responsible for. Chi-
cle. 101 E Weaver st. suite G-1, 
3rd floor 933-0398

liTerArY
Middlesex — on Thursday, June 
26 at 7:00pm, the Contempo-
rary Fiction book Club meets 
to discuss Middlesex by Jeffrey 
Eugenides. We always welcome 
new participants. Carrboro 
Cybrary, 100 N. Greensboro st., 
Carrboro, 918-7387, cybrary@
co.orange.nc.us,

standard	operating	pro-
cedure	— on Wednesday, 
July 2, 7:00pm, the Movie/book 
Club meets to discuss Standard 
Operating Procedure, a film about 
abu Ghraib, and the book it 
was based on by Philip Goure-
vitch and Errol Morris. see the 
movie, read the book, or both 
and you are invited. Carrboro 
Cybrary, 100 N. Greens-
boro st., 918-7387, cybrary@
co.orange.nc.us, www.co.orange.
nc.us/library/cybrary

eat,	pray,	love — on 
Thursday, aug 14, 7:00pm, the 
Carrboreaders Non-Fiction book 
Club meets to discuss Eat, Pray, 
Love: One Woman’s Search for 
Everything Across Italy, India, and 
Indonesia by Elizabeth Gilbert. 
We always welcome new par-
ticipants. Carrboro Cybrary, 100 
N. Greensboro st., 918-7387, 
cybrary@co.orange.nc.us, www.
co.orange.nc.us/library/cybrary

Meet-the-Author	Tea  — Val-
erie yow, author of Betty Smith: 
Life of the Author of “A Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn.” Chapel hill Public 
Library, 100 Library drive, Friday, 
June 20. refreshments at 3pm, 
program from 4 to 5pm. Ms. 
yow will read from her book and 
discuss her writing. 968-2780.

Community	Calendar

do	you	have	anything	for	one	of	our	calendars?	send your submissions to calendar@carrborocitizen.com

Noticias	en	breve

peTs	oF	The	weeK
Aps	oF	orANGe	CouN-
TY	— duncan	is a 3 year old 
male hound mix. i love to romp 
around with other dogs and i 
am also respectful of cats! i am 
crate trained and housebroken! 
i only chew on appropriate toys, 
sticks, and bones. i love to go for 
a stroll on leash and would be a 
truly loyal companion. Come see 
me at animal Protection society 
of orange County, 6311 Nicks 
road, Mebane, or call 304-2300. 
you can also go online at www.
animalprotectionsociety.org

orANGe	CouNTY	ANiMAl	serViCes	—	Meet	Chesa-
peake!	 This sweet boy is 
around 4 months old and is here 
with his 5 brothers!  he’s a bit 
uncertain of the world and is still 
working on building confidence 
and learning to trust people, so 
he will do best in an adult only 
home.  Visit this gentle boy today 
at orange County’s animal shel-
ter, 1081 MLK Jr. blvd, Chapel 
hill or call 919-967-7383.  you 
can also see him online at www.
co.orange.nc.us/animalservices/
adoption.asp. 

reCeNTlY
from page 1

If	it’s	one	of	those	local	places	
you	had	hoped	to	experience,	
better	put	it	on	this	weekend’s	
TO	DO	List,	because	Sunday	
will	be	the	last	chance	to	do	so.	
Carol	Land	and	husband	Barry	
Slobin	have	decided	to	let	go	of	
owning	a	retail	business.	

The	 couple	 and	 their	 son	
moved	here	from	Los	Angeles	in	
1996	with	the	thought	of	open-
ing	such	a	store	in	mind.	It	took	
18	months	to	find	the	spot	and	
open;	 now,	 10	 years	 later,	 they	
both	enjoy	careers	 in	real	estate	
(associated	 with	 My	 Dog	 Tess)	
and	 have	 decided	 to	 close	 the	
doors	of	Paint	the	Earth,	which	
opened	 up	 the	 community	 to	
them.	

“Operating	 a	 business	 in	
downtown	Chapel	Hill	has	had	
many	 rewards	 and	 challenges	
and	 we’ve	 been	 through	 them	
all,”	said	Land.	“Among	the	un-
forgettable	ones	was	when	a	fully	
antlered	 buck	 came	 crashing	
through	the	front	store	window,	
startling	customers	and	staff	be-

fore	he	made	his	way	through	the	
studio	and	out	the	back	door.”	

That	event	brought	a	lot	of	ink	
from	 local	 newspapers;	 the	 sto-
ries	still	hang	on	the	wall.	Dur-
ing	my	visit,	a	customer	asked	to	
see	the	stories	to	show	to	a	friend	
she	had	brought	along.

Once	 they	 got	 the	 store	 go-
ing,	 Land	 and	 Slobin	 turned	
much	of	 the	daily	work	over	 to	
UNC	students	who	enjoyed	the	
part-time	work.	

“We	are	in	touch	with	many	
of	 them	 for	 years	 afterwards,”	
Land	 said.	 “It’s	 wonderful	 to	
watch	them	mature	and	change	
—	several	now	have	children	of	
their	 own	 that	 they’ve	 brought	
in	to	make	handprints	or	paint	a	
plate	for	Grandma.”

Their	 only	 regret	 is	 that	 no-
body	will	be	continuing	the	busi-
ness.	“We	hoped	someone	would	
carry	the	torch,”	Land	said,	not-
ing	 that	 it	would	 take	 someone	
with	 an	 entrepreneurial	 spirit.	
“The	wonderful	thing	about	the	
studio	is	that	customers	are	gen-
erally	so	happy	to	be	here.”	

Contact Valarie Schwartz at 923-
3746 or valariekays@mac.com
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Gang workshop
The Town of Chapel Hill will 

hold a workshop entitled “Gangs? 
Not My Child” for parents and 
other concerned citizens on Mon-
day at 6:30 p.m.

The workshop will be led by 
Chapel Hill Police Officer Charles 
Pardo, who will provide informa-
tion on gang awareness and tools 
to keep children out of gangs. The 
workshop will be held at the Cha-
pel Hill Community Center on 
South Estes Drive. 

The event is free, but pre-reg-
istration is required. To register, 
visit webtrac.townofchapelhill.
org. For more information, call 
968-2784. 

Video award
The Blue Ribbon Mentor-Ad-

vocate and the Youth Leadership 
Institute has won an award from 
a multi-media art gallery in San 
Francisco for their video from last 
summer’s trip to Ghana. 

For the contest, sponsored by 
SF Camerawork, nine artists and 
curators from around the world 
were asked to choose a favorite 
video in the youth category. The 
Ghana video was selected the 
winner. 

The video is available online 
at youtube.com/watch?v=K-
3DrRXPg70.

Pickup soccer
Supervised soccer free play will 

be held every Tuesday and Thurs-
day from 6:30 to 8 p.m. start-
ing June 17 at Chapel Hill High 
School.

All area middle and high school 
boys and girls are welcome to play 
in the organized pickup games. 
Free play will be supervised by a 
certified high school coach. 

For more information, call Ron 
Benson at 929-9542. 

Tech expert
Tracy Weeks, director of in-

structional technology and me-
dia for Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
City Schools, served on a panel 
of experts during the PointSmart.
ClickSafe.Summit on Children’s 
Online Safety and Literacy in 
Washington D.C. this week. 

Weeks and other panel mem-
bers discussed their best practices 
in balancing concerns regarding 
inappropriate or unsafe Internet 
use by children while taking ad-
vantage of opportunities the In-
ternet provides to further student 
learning.

Teen council
The Town of Chapel Hill 

Parks & Recreation invites youth 
in grades nine through 12 to join 
the Chapel Hill Youth Council.

The Youth Council provides 
an opportunity for young people 
to participate in local government 
and to learn skills in leadership 
and responsibility. Members will 
work with other groups to carry 
out programs that benefit youth 
as well as the community and to 
represent the youth of Chapel Hill 
in civic matters.

The Youth Council will fa-
cilitate communication between 
youth and local government offi-
cials and will sponsor two service 
projects each year.

The council will hold hour-
long biweekly meetings during 
the school year.

Council members must attend 
school in the Chapel Hill-Car-
rboro district, including public, 
private, home school or charter 
school. The council will accept 
applications until June 30. For 
more information or an applica-
tion, visit

townhall.townofchapelhill.
org/parks_&_rec/youth_coun-
cil/ or contact Liz Carter at 968-
2784.

Open house
The Middle College High 

School at Durham Technical 
Community College will hold 
open houses June 18 and 25 from 
3 to 5 p.m.

The Middle College program 
allows 11th- and 12th-grade stu-
dents to earn honors-level high 
school credit while taking college 
courses. Students considering en-
rollment and their parents are en-
couraged to attend an open-house 
event.

Middle College had its sec-
ond commencement ceremony 
on Saturday at Duke University’s 
Griffith Theater and 46 students 
received diplomas.

The open houses will be held 
in Room 49 of the White Build-
ing on Lawson Street in Durham. 
For more information, visit mchs.
dpsnc.net.

LAX class
Carrboro High School will 

hold a Men’s Lacrosse Academy 
July 12-18.

The camp is aimed at giving 
skills instruction during an in-
tensive two hours of play every 
evening for seven days. The camp 
will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. each 
day at the Carrboro High School 
practice field.

Boys aged 12 through rising 
high school seniors are eligible to 
participate in the lacrosse acad-
emy. Tuition is $120 and includes 
a reversible jersey.

To download an application 
form, visit www2.chccs.k12.nc.us/
education/sportszone/sportszone.
php?sectionid=4559.

School Briefs

Graduation 
Calendar
June 14
east Chapel hill high 
school Graduation
 9 a.m.

Chapel hill high school 
Graduation
 2 p.m.

dean smith Center

REcycling 
is fun

SCREENED PORCHES AND DECKS

Walter Lane
Office 919.933.4044

Mobile 919.730.3124

Fax 919.933.6246

www.screenporchanddecks.com

“It’s refreshing to see craftsmanship alive!”

Expand your outdoor
space into l iv ing space

Ask About
Outdoor Kitchens!

by Susan Dickson
Staff Writer

The Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools 
Board of Education is considering changes 
to grading policies that would make 61 
the lowest score a student could receive 
and eliminate zeros. 

The school board discussed the pos-
sible policy revisions last week in a work 
session. A number of teachers and parents, 
however, have sharply criticized the pro-
posed changes, saying they would lower 
standards and inflate grades. 

Under the revisions, students who fail 
to complete assignments would receive a 
grade of “I” or incomplete, rather than an 
“F,” and teachers could assign as yet unde-
termined consequences for missed assign-
ments. In addition, homework could not 
constitute more than 20 percent of a stu-
dent’s quarterly grade and any extra-credit 
assignments would have to be connected 
to learning outcomes. 

The numeric grading floor would be 
61, consistent with a seven-point grading 
scale. According to Sherri Martin, direc-
tor of instructional services for the dis-
trict, the grading floor is intended to give 
students the opportunity to recover from 
poor performances.

“Emotional resilience means that stu-
dents have a chance to recover, that get-
ting one low grade or having one bad day 
doesn’t doom you to failure,” she said. 
“You have hope; this is about hope.” 

Martin added that assigning a grade of 
“I,” rather than a zero, to incomplete work 
would encourage students to complete as-
signments. 

“Students would understand that they 
have to get work done, that they don’t get 
off the hook by not doing it,” she said. 

Chris Gelpi, a parent of two children 
in Chapel Hill-Carrboro schools and a 
professor at Duke University, said the pro-
posed policies would fail to teach students 
about responsibility.

“Teaching our children about the in-
tegrity of the grading system means not 
giving credit for knowledge that has not 
been gained or for work that has not been 
done,” he said. “Giving 61 percent credit, 
regardless of the knowledge imparted 
or the mastery of the subject, doesn’t do 
that.” 

Gelpi added that the proposed changes 
would only improve the appearance of 
grades. 

“It seems to me that the proposed grad-
ing policy seeks to close the achievement 
gap, but it seeks to do so through an ac-
counting trick,” he said. “It seems to me 
that it’s analogous to trying to fight pov-
erty by recalculating the poverty level and 
lowering the level. No one is helped by 
lowering the bar in that kind of way.”

Several board members said they would 
like to allow more time for feedback re-
garding the proposed policy revisions, 
but agreed to eliminate extra credit that 
has nothing to do with learning. In addi-
tion, board members agreed that teachers 
should use a consistent rounding practice 
for grades, with fractions of points greater 
than 0.5 rounded up to the next whole 
number,

“I think there’s actually a lot of edu-
cation we need to do among all parties 
concerned,” Superintendent Neil Pedersen 

said. “The issues surrounding grading are 
extremely sensitive and emotional.” 

Pedersen said the changes would in-
crease consistency across the district, add-
ing that the proposals would not lower 
standards, as some have argued. 

“Our intent, primarily I think, is to 
have grades accurately reflect whether stu-
dents have mastered the essential skills and 
knowledge that are included in a course,” 
he said. “I would contend that the grading 
systems that we have now do not always 
do that.” 

Board member Jean Hamilton said she 
would like to see the district use this op-
portunity to get feedback from everyone 
regarding why students fail. 

“If we really want to deal with the stu-
dents who are not successful in our district, 
we need to have conversations beyond just 
the grading policy,” she said. 

The proposed policy changes also 
emphasize the use of Professional Learn-
ing Communities, or groups of teachers 
within schools who meet regularly to dis-
cuss the successes and failures of different 
teaching methods. Under the proposed 
changes, PLC teams would develop con-
sistent evaluation methods, acceptable ex-
tra-credit opportunities and guidelines for 
incomplete or late work. In addition, PLC 
teams would determine how much home-
work would count as part of a quarterly 
grade. 

Board members will revisit the pro-
posed policy changes at their June 19 
meeting. 

Proposed grade changes draw fire

The ArtsCenter
Always Inspiring

Pieta BrownPieta BrownPieta Brown
Lyrically and musically poetic, Pieta was exposed to folk music Lyrically and musically poetic, Pieta was exposed to folk music Lyrically and musically poetic, Pieta was exposed to folk music Lyrically and musically poetic, Pieta was exposed to folk music 
by her father, two-time by her father, two-time Grammy nominee Greg Brown.
$17, $15 Members

Uncommon Garden Tour
Join us for this very unique offering - a privately-owned Zen Join us for this very unique offering - a privately-owned Zen Join us for this very unique off
garden tour - all proceeds to benefi t TAC!  $25 all

North Carolina Rhythm Tap Festival
This annual showstopper features tap dance teachers and stu-
dents from across the country.dents from across the country.dents from across the country $15, $13

Grupo Fantasma
The funkiest and fi nest latin orchestra to come out of the 
United States in the last decade!  $22, $20

Sat., June 14
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Sat., June 14
7:30 p.m.

Fri., June 13, June 13
8:30 p.m.

Sun., June 15
7 p.m.

Call For Submissions
Listen to 
community 
radio

need more LocaL 
news? Listen to 

the west end 
report on wcom, 

weekdays 
at 6 p.m.
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CHriS	FitzSiMon

The	 most	 encouraging	 news	 about	
the	state’s	sputtering	mental	health	sys-
tem	might	be	that	after	several	years	of	
neglect,	 most	 state	 officials	 are	 finally	
paying	a	lot	of	attention	to	it:	the	sec-
retary	of	Health	and	Human	Services,	
legislative	 leaders,	 candidates	 for	 gov-
ernor	 and	other	 statewide	offices,	 and	
even	the	current	occupant	of	the	man-
sion,	Gov.	Mike	Easley.

Health	 and	 Human	 Services	 Sec-
retary	 Dempsey	 Benton,	 Sen.	 Martin	
Nesbitt	 and	 Rep.	 Verla	 Insko	 are	 the	
most	active	players	trying	to	reshape	the	
poorly	designed	and	even	more	poorly	
implemented	2001	reform	efforts.

The	reform	was	supposed	to	shift	pa-
tients	from	hospitals	and	other	state	in-
stitutions	to	community	programs,	but	
the	combination	of	privatizing	services	
and	 a	 new	 confusing	 maze	 of	 regula-
tions	 administered	 by	 Local	 Manage-
ment	Entities(LMEs)	left	thousands	of	
people	without	services,	while	hospital	
admissions	continued	to	rise.

Meanwhile,	newspaper	 reports	 and	
investigations	 by	 the	 federal	 govern-
ment	 found	 serious	 problems	 in	 the	
hospitals	 themselves,	 including	 unre-
ported	patient	deaths	and	injuries,	high	
staff	 turnover	 and	 disturbingly	 high	
staff-to-patient	ratios.

Plans	 to	 close	 John	 Umstead	 and	
Dorothea	Dix	and	transfer	patients	to	
the	new	Central	Regional	Hospital	 in	
Butner	 have	 been	 repeatedly	 delayed	
by	design	and	staffing	problems	at	the	
new	 hospital.	 The	 controversy	 about	
the	portrait	commissioned	by	the	new	
hospital’s	director	provided	the	perfect	
metaphor	for	a	system	overseen	for	the	
last	several	years	by	officials	who	seemed	
to	have	the	wrong	priorities.

Benton	 and	 the	 General	 Assembly	
are	 now	 working	 on	 creating	 mobile	
crisis	 teams,	paying	 for	 inpatient	beds	
in	 local	 hospitals,	 tightening	 restric-
tions	 on	 the	 much-criticized	 commu-
nity	 support	 program	 and	 continuing	
efforts	to	provide	housing	for	the	men-
tally	ill	and	disabled.

Benton	 wants	 lawmakers	 to	 ex-
pand	 hospital	 staffing	 and	 continues	
to	 work	 to	 increase	 the	 compensation	
of	 psychiatrists	 and	 other	 professional	

employees,	 though	 there	 is	 an	 equally	
compelling	need	to	raise	pay	for	health	
technicians	 and	other	direct	providers	
of	patient	care.

Recent	reports	by	two	outside	work-
ing	groups	appointed	by	Benton	in	Jan-
uary	provide	more	evidence	of	 the	 se-
rious	problems	at	the	hospitals	and	are	
another	reminder	that	people	continue	
to	 tumble	 through	 the	 gaping	 holes	

in	 what	 is	 supposed	 to	 be	 the	 mental	
health	safety	net.	

Benton	was	justifiably	criticized	for	
not	 including	 consumers	 of	 services	
in	 the	 groups,	 but	 the	 reports	 are	 in-
structive	nonetheless.	They	found	that	
staffing	 inadequacies	 create	dangerous	
conditions	for	patients	in	the	hospitals	
and	when	they	leave	them,	with	almost	
1,200	 people	 discharged	 to	 homeless	
shelters	in	2007.

The	reports	pointed	out	other	prob-
lems,	 like	 the	 shrinking	 number	 of	
inpatient	 beds	 for	 children	 and	 ado-
lescents	and	wide	disparities	in	access	
to	 services	 across	 the	 state,	 especially	
in	 crisis	 care	 for	 the	developmentally	
disabled.

Easley’s	 budget	 and	 the	 one	 passed	
last	 week	 by	 the	 House	 include	 pro-
posals	 for	more	crisis	care	and	hospital	
improvements,	 as	 well	 as	 deep	 cuts	 in	
the	community	support	program	that	a	
News	&	Observer	series	estimated	wast-
ed	$400	million,	an	amount	disputed	by	
mental	health	advocates,	but	one	that	is	
now	driving	much	of	the	debate.

The	House	budget	 slashes	commu-
nity	 support	 funding	 by	 $86	 million	
and	redirects	most	of	the	savings	else-
where,	adding	up	to	less	spending	next	

year	overall	on	mental	health,	develop-
ment	 disabilities	 and	 substance	 abuse	
services,	despite	the	documented	crisis	
in	hospitals	and	local	services.

Benton	recently	announced	another	
month	delay	in	the	opening	of	the	new	
hospital,	not	long	after	Charlotte	Mayor	
and	Republican	gubernatorial	candidate	
Pat	McCrory	called	for	one.	It	may	not	
be	the	last	delay.

Many	 lawmakers	 are	 still	 not	 con-
vinced	 that	 the	new	hospital	 is	 safe	 or	
will	 be	 adequately	 staffed	 and	 current	
workers	at	Dorothea	Dix	are	demanding	
a	bill	of	rights	to	protect	their	interests	in	
the	transition	to	the	new	hospital.

Lawmakers	are	also	resisting	Benton’s	
call	 to	 consolidate	 the	 25	 LMEs	 into	
nine	 to	 save	 on	 administrative	 costs.	
Nesbitt	doesn’t	think	much	of	that	idea,	
pointing	 to	 the	 county	 health	 depart-
ments	as	a	model.

But	the	health	departments	are	gov-
ernment	 agencies	 that	 provide	 services	
themselves.	 The	 LMEs	 contract	 with	
for-profit	 companies	 that	 provide	 ser-
vices	that	vary	widely	in	quality.

Advocates	for	the	mentally	ill	are	un-
derstandably	leery	of	more	changes	now	
in	 a	 system	 that	 has	 been	 defined	 by	
turmoil	and	missteps	 for	 the	 last	 seven	
years.	 Many	 nonprofits	 are	 now	 also	
providing	 first-rate	 services	 themselves,	
blurring	their	role	in	the	debate.

And	maddeningly,	as	late	as	last	week	
Gov.	Mike	Easley	 said	 again	 in	 a	 tele-
vision	interview	that	he	opposed	the	re-
forms	in	2001,	though	he	signed	the	bill,	
a	pretty	clear	indication	of	support.

And	at	the	heart	of	it	all	remain	the	
families	with	loved	ones	with	a	mental	
illness	or	disability	housed	 in	a	 facility	
that	 may	 still	 be	 unsafe	 or	 living	 in	 a	
community	where	they	can’t	find	care.	

It	is	not	ultimately	about	LMEs	or	re-
imbursement	levels	or	inexplicable	por-
traits.	It	is	about	taking	care	of	some	of	
the	most	vulnerable	people	in	the	state.	
There	may	be	some	incremental	progress	
at	hand,	but	it	still	 feels	 like	the	voices	
and	the	interests	of	the	people	most	af-
fected	by	 the	overdue	debate	are	heard	
much	too	rarely	in	the	halls	where	deci-
sions	are	made.

Chris Fitzsimon is director of NC 
Policy Watch.

Mental health reform 2.0

ag’s	bad	call
I	regret	the	attorney	

general’s	opinion	to	deny	
admission	of	undocument-
ed	students	to	the	commu-
nity	college	system.	I	believe	
it	is	wrong	to	deny	children	
who	did	not	choose	to	
come	here	themselves	and	
who	have	worked	hard,	as	
we	urge	all	our	children	to	
do,	from	reaching	their	full	
potential	and	becoming	
contributing	members	of	
society.	I	also	question	that	
the	opinion	comports	with	
law	of	the	land	in	the	many	
U.S.	Supreme	Court	cases	
pertaining	to	education.	
The	U.S.	Supreme	Court	
has	held	for	more	than	100	
years	that	aliens	are	persons	
within	the	meaning	of	the	
Fourteenth	Amendment	
and	cannot	be	denied	equal	
protection	of	the	laws.

The	few	students	who	
attend	our	community	
colleges	pay	more	than	the	
cost	of	their	schooling	and	
are	not	denying	citizens	a	
place.	I	fear	this	chilling	
opinion	will	stir	even	more	
outpouring	of	hate	against	
Hispanics	in	our	state	
that	continues	200	years	
of	political	discrimination	
and	xenophobia	for	those	
who	are	different	from	us.	
Among	them	even	our	
revered	Benjamin	Frank-
lin	who	asked	why	“the	
Palatine	Boors	[Germans]	
be	suffered	to	swarm	into	
our	Settlements	and,	by	
herding	together,	establish	
their	Language	and	Man-
ners	to	the	Exclusion	of	
ours?”	Sound	familiar	to	
today’s	invective?	But	we	
all	survived	the	German	
swarms,	some	would	say	to	
our	great	advantage.

I	hope	this	election	
season	does	not	try	to	solve	
the	immigration	problem	
by	hurting	those	innocent	
children	who	are	trying	
to	achieve	the	American	
dream.

ElEaNor KiNNaird
Carrboro 

thanks	trail	Heads
A	big	shout	out	and	

thanks	to	the	Trail	Heads	
running	club	for	their	
super	effort	in	organizing	
the	Philosophers	Way	Trail	
Run	this	past	Saturday.	
What	a	well-run	and	fun	
event	this	was,	I	hope	
everyone	had	as	much	fun	
as	I	did!	Hopefully,	a	lot	of	
people	have	discovered	the	
network	of	trails	that	are	
in	the	Carolina	North	For-
est.	These	woods	are	sorta	
like	the	Central	Park	of	
Chapel	Hill	&	Carrboro,	
an	oasis	of	trees	and	green	
in	an	ever	increasing	sea	of	
asphalt	and	sprawl.	Like	
Professor	Horace	Williams,	
we	citizens	should	use	
these	woods	to	seek	en-
lightenment	and	wisdom,	
and	hopefully	the	develop-
ers	of	Carolina	North	will	
respect	that.

		Once	again	thanks	to	
the	Trail	Heads	and	all	the	
sponsors	for	a	great	race,	I	
can’t	wait	till	next	year!

buddy KElly
Carrboro

lETTErs

We	were	—	and	are	—	in	support	of	the	county’s	
decision	to	revisit	a	decision	to	site	a	solid-waste	trans-
fer	station	at	the	current	landfill	on	Eubanks	Road.	
But	there	are	still	concerns	as	the	new	process	to	se-
lect	a	site	gets	started.

As	many	of	you	are	aware,	when	the	landfill	fills	up	
within	the	next	three	years	or	so,	the	transfer	station	
takes	over.	Each	week,	your	garbage	will	be	hauled	to	
the	station	and,	by	the	end	of	the	day,	transported	to	
parts	as	yet	unknown.

The	 county	 has	 hired	 a	 consulting	 firm,	 Olver	
Inc.,	to	assist	it	in	determining	the	best	location	for	
the	transfer	station.	The	plan	is	that	by	the	time	the	
Orange	County	Board	of	Commissioners	recesses	for	
the	summer,	Olver	will	have	recommended	a	short	
list	of	potential	sites.	Next	fall,	the	board	is	scheduled	
to	select	the	best	among	them.	

Exclusionary	 criteria	 —	 that	 is,	 criteria	 that	
right	off	the	bat	exclude	certain	locations,	includ-
ing	watersheds,	protected	plant	and	animal	habi-
tats	and	sites	with	historical	or	cultural	significance	
—	were	recently	established.

Next	up	for	consideration	will	be	technical	criteria	
—	such	as	 traffic	compatibility	and	access	 to	utili-
ties	—	and	community-specific	criteria	—	a	category	
that	includes	environmental-justice	considerations.

And	that’s	where	we’re	concerned.
Among	 the	 uncertainties	 of	 this	 selection	 pro-

cess	is	the	precise	timing	of	these	additional	criteria.	
Specifically,	 a	 flow	 chart	 provided	 at	 a	 March	 18	
work	session	suggests	that	only	after	the	list	of	po-
tential	sites	has	been	narrowed	to	a	selection	of	final	
candidate	sites	will	the	community-specific	criteria	
be	evaluated.

But	 what	 if	 none	 of	 the	 potential	 sites	 left	 on	
that	 short	 list	 looks	 like	an	entirely	 justifiable	one	
when	 scrutinized	 under	 community-specific	 crite-
ria?	What	then?

There	are	now	indications	that	the	county	and	
its	 consultant	 will	 consider	 both	 the	 technical	
and	 community-specific	 criteria	 before	 narrow-
ing	the	list.	But	that	remains	uncertain.	The	next	
transfer	station	work	session	is	this	coming	Mon-
day	at	7:30	p.m.

What	is	certainly	true	to	many	observers	of	this	
process	is	that	the	current	location	of	the	landfill,	
on	Eubanks	Road,	should	be	excluded	from	con-
sideration	as	a	potential	site	of	a	transfer	station.	As	
The Citizen	chronicled	in	its	series	on	environmen-
tal	 justice	 (www.carrborocitizen.com/main/rog-
ers-road),	 the	 Eubanks-Rogers	 roads	 community	
has	done	more	than	its	share	for	the	broader	com-
munity	in	enduring	the	landfill	for	more	than	35	
years.	The	county	should	recognize	that	and	assure	
the	Eubanks-Rogers	community	that	the	transfer	
station	will	be	sited	elsewhere.

Further,	full	consideration	of	the	effects	of	a	sol-
id-waste	 facility	on	a	community	must	be	honored	
throughout	this	process.	

for ThE rECord

Sen.	elizaBetH	dole

I	would	like	to	respond	to	criticisms	
in	a	June	5	op-ed	by	Adam	Searing	re-
garding	my	bill	to	reauthorize	the	State	
Children’s	Health	Insurance	Program	
(SCHIP).	 Although	 the	 president	 ve-
toed	 SCHIP	 legislation,	 Congress	
with	my	support	extended	the	current	
program	through	March	2009,	and	I	
welcome	 the	 opportunity	 to	 discuss	
this	important	issue.

The	intent	of	SCHIP	is	to	allow	states	
to	provide	health	coverage	to	children	in	
families	 with	 no	 health	 insurance	 that	
also	 have	 an	 income	 above	 Medicaid	
eligibility	levels.	I	strongly	back	this	pro-
gram	and	believe	that	the	North	Caroli-
na	Health	Choice	program	is	among	the	
best	in	the	nation.	Other	states,	however,	
have	 deviated	 from	 SCHIP’s	 original	
mission	and,	for	example,	provide	health	
care	to	adults	with	their	SCHIP	funds.

I	 introduced	 my	 own	 SCHIP	 leg-
islation	 after	 Congress	 failed	 to	 pass	
a	 reauthorization	 bill,	 because	 it	 not	
only	 failed	 to	 fix	 existing	 problems	
with	 the	 program,	 but	 it	 also	 relied	
on	 an	 unsound	 funding	 mechanism.	
Particularly	 unfair	 to	 North	 Caro-
lina,	 this	 bill	 would	 have	 increased	
the	federal	tobacco	tax	by	156	percent	
—	a	tax	hike	that	would	have	landed	

squarely	on	the	shoulders	of	the	more	
than	255,000	North	Carolinians	who	
rely	 on	 this	 industry	 for	 their	 liveli-
hood.	As	Mr.	Searing	points	out,	our	
state	 can	 ill-afford	 to	 lose	 more	 jobs,	
and	I	agree.

Rather	 than	 raising	 taxes	 and	 cost-
ing	North	Carolina	jobs,	my	bill	funds	
SCHIP	 by	 closing	 two	 tax	 loopholes	
that	multi-millionaire	hedge	fund	man-
agers	 have	 been	 taking	 advantage	 of	
—	the	first	allowing	them	to	avoid	taxes	
on	 billions	 of	 dollars	 through	 offshore	
accounts	and	the	second	allowing	their	
income	to	be	taxed	at	about	half	the	lev-
el	of	that	of	teachers,	police	officers	and	
other	hard-working	North	Carolinians.

My	 legislation	 also	 addresses	 prob-
lems	in	the	current	program	by	requiring	
states	to	focus	on	covering	the	neediest	

children	before	expanding	to	higher-in-
come	eligibility	levels.	Moreover,	it	calls	
for	 phasing	 out	 coverage	 for	 currently	
enrolled	 adults	 and	 verifying	 the	 legal	
status	of	SCHIP	beneficiaries.

Under	 the	 legislation	 I	 propose,	
SCHIP	 funds	 would	 in	 fact	 increase	
by	 about	 $17	 billion	 over	 the	 current	
baseline;	therefore,	states	would	receive	
more	funding	to	cover	eligible	children.	
Criticism	 that	my	bill	 fails	 to	provide	
funds	past	2013	is	undue,	considering	
that	the	bill	Mr.	Searing	advocates	for	
was	also	a	five-year	funding	authoriza-
tion.	 Furthermore,	 the	 failed	 SCHIP	
bill	 relied	 on	 a	 budget	 gimmick	 that	
needed	 more	 than	 22	 million	 addi-
tional	 Americans	 to	 take	 up	 smoking	
to	keep	the	program	running	over	the	
next	 decade	 on	 tobacco	 tax	 revenues.	
Conversely,	my	bill	uses	a	stable	revenue	
source	for	this	critical	program.

SCHIP	helps	ensure	that	our	needi-
est	 children	 receive	 vital	 health	 care	
services.	I	stand	by	my	bill,	and	I	stand	
by	my	position	that	we	can	reauthorize	
and	expand	SCHIP	without	sacrificing	
North	Carolina	jobs.	After	all,	our	state’s	
economy	should	not	have	to	pick	up	the	
tab	for	a	nationwide	program.

Elizabeth Dole represents North Caro-
lina in the United States Senate.

Health insurance changes sound policy
“I stand by my bill, and 
I stand by my position 

that we can reauthorize 
and expand SCHIP 
without sacrificing 

North Carolina jobs.”

—senator Elizabeth dole

And at the heart of it all 
remain the families with 
loved ones with a mental 
illness or disability housed 
in a facility that may still 
be unsafe or living in a 
community where they 

can’t find care.

The Eubanks-Rogers roads 
community has done more 

than its share for the broader 
community in enduring the 

landfill for more than 35 years. 
The county should recognize that 
and assure the Eubanks-Rogers 

community that the transfer 
station will be sited elsewhere.
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from page 1

The Washington D.C.-based 
Death Penalty Information Cen-
ter reports that since the death 
penalty was resumed in the U.S. in 
1977 after a 10-year moratorium, 
238 people have been executed for 
committing an interracial mur-
der. Of those cases, 223 involved 
a black defendant and a while vic-
tim; only 15 involved a white de-
fendant and a black victim.

Should the Senate pass the 
Racial Justice Act (it’s uncertain 
whether they’ll get to it in the 
current session), Dear will wel-
come it as an important step in 
what he believes to be an incre-
mental “eroding away” of the 
death penalty in America.

Executions have currently 
been suspended in North Caro-
lina (the state is one of 36 that 
still have the death penalty). 
Last year, in response to a chal-
lenge to the state’s use of lethal 
injections, the N.C. Council of 
State approved changes to ex-
ecution protocol that included a 
statement assuring that a doctor 
would be present at executions 
to monitor the condemned in-
mate’s essential body functions. 
But less than a year prior, the 
N.C. Medical Board issued a 
policy statement affirming that 
“physician participation in capi-
tal punishment is a departure 
from the ethics of the medical 
profession,” and that while doc-
tors could be present at execu-
tions, they could not participate 
in any manner. The medical 
board is now appealing a ruling 
against its position.

Meanwhile, five death-row 
inmates have filed suit on the 
grounds that their attorneys 
weren’t allowed to present evi-
dence to the council when it was 
considering the new protocol.

Dear isn’t confident either of 
those cases will be won. Should 
they be lost, he says, “We could 
have an unprecedented number 
of executions in 2009.” 

People of Faith Against the 
Death Penalty (PFADP) was 
formed in 1994 by a group of 
five clergy and lay people (Chapel 
Hill resident Tye Hunter, execu-
tive director of Indigent Defense 
Services, was among them. Bob 
Seymour, for whom Orange 
County’s Robert and Pearl Sey-
mour Center is named, was very 
early involved.) Dear came on-
board in 1997. 

“Our mission,” says Dear, 
“is to educate and mobilize 
faith communities to act to 
abolish the death penalty in 
the United States.”

He and Amanda Lattanzio, a 
Jesuit volunteer serving as a com-
munity organizer, comprise the 
PFADP staff. About 60 percent of 
funding comes from foundations, 
40 percent from individuals.

“We shouldn’t exist,” says 
Dear, “People of Faith Against 
the Death Penalty should not 
have to exist at all. It’s a tragedy 
that we exist and that our mission 
is to educate and mobilize faith 
communities to do what they’re 
formed to do.

“The mainline Christian 
churches have been opposed to 
the death penalty since the 1950s 
and they don’t even know that 
– their own local pastors don’t 
know that and certainly the peo-
ple in the pews don’t know that.”

Reminding them is Dear’s 
task. 

“I’m talking about the main-
line churches,” Dear says. He 
doesn’t spend much time with 
fundamentalist churches.

Dear’s theory, he says, “is that 
if we could just get the people who 
agree with us mobilized, we’ll 
win. We’ll end the death penalty. 
But they’re not mobilized because 
they don’t even know that they 
have all these resources.

“When we started, I think 
we were seen – and to some 
people still are seen – as the 
people who protest on the 
nights of executions.” 

That’s not what Dear is ask-
ing people to do though: “In 
fact, I don’t want people to 
come to vigils if they haven’t 

done other things. Don’t come 
protest when somebody is be-
ing executed. Call your sena-
tor; I’d rather you do that.”

Relatively speaking, the anti-
death penalty movement in 
North Carolina is pretty strong. 
Dear calls organizational efforts 
here relative to South Carolina, 
for example, “polar opposites … 
they’re where North Carolina was 
in the early sixties.” 

That’s thanks to people like 
the late Rev. W.W. Finlator of 
Raleigh, a longtime member of 
PFADP’s board of advisors and a 
founder, in 1965, of North Caro-
linians Against the Death Penalty, 
which in 2003 changed its name 
to the North Carolina Coalition 
for a Moratorium. 

Faith based
So what role does the word 

“faith” play in PFADP’s work? 
“The way one of our local or-

ganizers put it,” Dear says, “is if 
you’re comfortable with us, we’re 
comfortable with you – whatever 
the word [faith] means to you.”

Dear grew up attending Cath-
olic school and going to mass on 
Sunday at Our Lady of Mercy 
Catholic Church in Potomac, 
Maryland, where, he says, he 
would look up at an “enormous 
crucifix of this sickly thin Jesus,” 
contemplating the man’s fate.  
“I’ve never understood how 
Christians could support the 
death penalty when our savior 
was born homeless and killed as 
a death row prisoner. I just don’t 
understand that. I’m still scratch-
ing my head after 11 years with 
People of Faith.” 

Genesis 9:6 reads: “Whoso 
sheddeth man’s blood, by man 

shall his blood be shed: for in the 
image of God made he man.” 

“If you ask me,” says Dear, 
“that’s a warning: If you live 
by the sword, you die by the 
sword. It’s not saying it is proper 
for government to kill on God’s 
behalf. But people seem to want 
to believe that. And they ig-
nore the numerous examples of 
where the Old Testament calls 
for the death penalty for all 
sorts of sins.”  Adultery, for ex-
ample; gluttony. The stoning of 
children for bad behavior. 

“This work can change your 
view of what churches are all 
about,” Dear says, “and it makes 
me think that there are many 
… places that Martin Luther 
King rightly called ‘irrelevant 
social clubs.’”

Dear and Lattanzio tell of hav-
ing recently experienced a very 
trying day – and then Rick Edens, 
co-pastor of the United Church 
of Chapel Hill walked in. 

“He was all excited,” Dear 
says. “He has this great idea; and 
he’s just engaged.” Ten bad expe-
riences are then wiped away, Dear 
says, and faith is reconfirmed. 

Lattanzio says she was con-
cerned coming in that this work 
might render her irreversibly 
cynical: “It’s something Steve and 
I talk about quite a bit when we 
have hard days. But it hasn’t…. I 
feel I’ve learned so much this year 
about the world around me.”

Dear talks of just having had 
lunch with the head of North 
Carolina Murder Victims Fami-
lies for Reconciliation.

“I’ve met so many incredibly 
wonderful people who have been 
through unimaginable horror,” he 
says, “and who are healing them-
selves and their communities by 
their work against the death pen-
alty.”

Step by step
Progress, says Dear, has come 

in increments:
“Eleven years ago, when 

I started here, I never really 
thought we’d be in the great 
position of having abolished the 
death penalty for people with 
mental retardation and then had 
five or six enormously important 
reforms that have really changed 
the death penalty.” 

As examples, he cites district 
attorneys being given the discre-
tion of whether or not to pursue 
the death penalty in first-degree 
murder cases and the founding 
of the Office of Indigent Defense 
Services.

Another important develop-
ment was the creation of the 
North Carolina Actual Innocence 
Commission, which provides 
a forum for prosecutors, DAs, 
judges, law-enforcement agents 
and victims’ advocates to discuss 
how to decrease the possibility of 
wrongful convictions. The com-
mission is viewed as a model for 
other states.

November could be a very crit-
ical month in the history of the 
death penalty in North Carolina. 
We’ll have a new governor then. 
And, should the effective morato-
rium be lifted, we may soon have 
a backlog of executions. 

How will the new governor 
respond? 

If it’s Pat McCrory, the Re-
publican candidate, Dear says, 
“He’ll have his pens ready to 
sign [the orders of execution] 
as fast as he can.”

Dear says that in 2000, as 
mayor of Charlotte, McCrory 
was the only elected official in 
North Carolina who actively 
organized against a PFADP-
sponsored moratorium on the 
death penalty. 

“He was very passionately 
pro-death penalty,” Dear recalls.

As for Beverly Perdue, the 
Democratic candidate, Dear says 
that on April 30, 2003, the day 
the North Carolina Senate passed 
the moratorium bill, she, as lieu-
tenant governor, gave a speech in 
favor of the bill, which passed.

“She has repeatedly since said 
she supports a moratorium…. So 
we’re very hopeful that Governor 
Perdue certainly will be a breath 
of fresh air as compared with 
Governor Easley.”

Dear says he believes sup-
port for the death penalty in this 
country “is eroding away.”

A 2006 Gallup Poll found 
that support for the death penal-
ty had declined from 80 percent 
in 1994 to 65 percent. When re-
spondents were asked to consider 
life without parole as an alterna-
tive, 48 chose that option; 47 
percent chose execution.

This decline in support is 
probably due in some large mea-
sure to deteriorating public con-
fidence in its effectiveness. 

The Death Penalty Informa-
tion Center reports that only one 
percent of police chiefs polled 
believe that expanding the death 
penalty would be an effective 
detterent to crime, while 31 per-
cent said reducing drug abuse 
would help and 17 percent listed 
more jobs and a better economy.

But this decline of confi-
dence in the death penalty 
might well be primarily attrib-
utable to the growing number 
of exonerations. Since 1973, 
129 death row inmates have 
been exonerated. Eight of those 
were in North Carolina, three 
in the past six months.

“It’s going to wither away,” 
Dear says. “I’m not sure if the 
death penalty will completely 
be abolished in America. Be-
cause I think for terrorism and 
some massive crimes it might 
still be on the books. 

“But in terms of street crime, 
it will be largely taken off the 
books.” 

Over time, Dear believes, 
we’ll see fewer and fewer execu-
tions, “and people will be mak-
ing the argument, ‘Why do we 
have this? We don’t use it. It’s 
really expensive; these trials are 
incredibly expensive.’ And more 
politicians will then feel com-
fortable raising those questions.”

Politicians from rural com-
munities – those in particular 
are the voices Dear would like 
to hear raised in opposition. He 
and Lattanzio travel the state 
– to Louisburg, Shallotte and 
Cullowhee – addressing gather-
ings large and mostly small, gen-
erally at churches with a sympa-
thetic pastor.

“I’m happy with whoever 
shows up, Dear says. When only 
five people turned out in Lou-
isburg, “I said, ‘We made a few 
good friends tonight.’ And that’s 
great. We’ll follow up and work 
with those people.”

So when then will the death 
penalty be essentially no more? 
Dear is uncertain.

“I came here thinking I was 
going to be hitting my head 
against the wall for a few years in 
a sort of prophetic call to abolish 
the death penalty: ‘My brothers 
and sisters in North Carolina, 
this is completely against what 
we are about and what we as 
people of faith should be about.’ 
And I thought that would be 
the message I would be working 
on for however long I was here. 
I didn’t think things would re-
ally change. But things have 
changed; unbelievably. 

“So, things could continue 
to change. They will continue to 
change. It’s just a matter of how 
long [it will take].

“I guess I tend to think 10 
to 20 years. But I don’t really 
know. So much can change in 
that time.” 

Shelter
from page 1

“It allows us for the first time to 
bring everybody in animal services 
under one roof,” said Bob Marotto, 
director of Orange County Animal 
Services. “That’s a pretty significant 
change for the way we work.”

Animal Services, Animal Con-
trol and the Animal Shelter are lo-
cated in different facilities in differ-
ent parts of the county. While the 
Animal Services office is located in 
downtown Chapel Hill, Animal 
Control is housed in Hillsborough 
and the Animal Shelter is on the 
site of the future Carolina North 
project off Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. 

“The fact that the operations 
right now are spread into three 
different locations makes it very 
difficult for them to be as efficient 
as they need to be,” County Man-
ager Laura Blackmon said. 

Once the new facility opens, all 
three animal services divisions will 
be able to work together more ef-

ficiently. Animal Control officers, 
for instance, will deliver animals 
to the same location as their of-
fices and Animal Services will be 
able to work directly with Animal 
Shelter staff. 

The building is also designed to 
be more visitor friendly.

“This facility will no doubt be 
a destination,” said Susan Elmore, 
co-chair of the Animal Services 
Advisory Board. 

Marotto hopes the facility will 
bring more visitors to the shelter 
and in turn increase animal adop-
tions. 

“We’re really seeking to take 
advantage of all the advances in 
the field of animal sheltering to re-
ally create a resource center that is 
attractive and inviting,” he said. 

The new facility will feature a 
multipurpose room, open public 
lobbies, volunteer offices, “meet 
and greet” rooms for potential 
adoptions, an outdoor dog-walk-
ing area and more. 

The multipurpose room will be 
utilized for obedience classes and 
socialization classes for animals, 

as well as possibly for lectures and 
other educational classes. 

In addition, different animals 
will be housed in specific accom-
modations to help improve their 
wellness, as well as for presenta-
tion. The dogs will be housed in 
runs, as they are now, but the runs 
will be different, Marotto said. 

“They’ll be in rooms that are 
light and bright and airy,” he 
added.

Cats will be housed in pet con-
dos, which will utilize more plexi-
glass than stainless steel and bars. 
Some cats will be housed in small-
er colony rooms as well, with small 
groups of cats living together. 

Marotto said the changes are 
intended “to try to really present 
the animals in their own sort of 
glory.” 

The facility will also be able 
to house more animals, with 
248 animal enclosures, com-
pared with the old shelter’s 166. 
While not all of the enclosures 
will be animal housing — with 
some dedicated to isolation for 
sick animals or holding areas for 
animals involved in court cases 
— the new shelter will certainly 
be able to keep more animals 
under its roof. 

“A very fundamental aspect of 
the design of this facility is animal 
health and the assurance of animal 
health,” Marotto said. 

The building’s HVAC system, 
for instance, will vacate the air 
in the building regularly and re-
place it with outside air in order 
to minimize airborne diseases. In 
addition, the building will have an 
improved plumbing system that 
will help ensure that fluids don’t 
spill from one animal’s enclosure 
to another. 

The flow of animals through 
the facility has also been designed 
to reduce the spread of disease and 
infection.

“We really have been fortu-
nate to create an animal flow that 
makes a lot of sense in ensuring 
that ill animals are identified at the 
point of intake and isolated from 
the general population, as well as 
treated,” Marotto said. 

The animal shelter has to va-
cate the building on Municipal 
Drive off Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard by the end of the year 
because it’s located on land owned 
by UNC that will be used for con-
struction of the Carolina North 
project. 

County staff had to expedite 
the design and construction sched-
ule due to the impending Carolina 
North construction, but Marotto 
said he thinks the facility will be 
substantially completed by the end 
of the year. 

“We’ve certainly worked very, 
very diligently to meet the time-
table that the university set for us,” 
he said. 

Haunted  Halloween  Cruise
Oct. 26 – Nov. 2
Take a cruise with us to San Juan
and the Southern Caribbean
on the Royal Caribbean’s
Adventure of the Seas.

Price includes airfare and much more.
For more information, contact

Clif f  Larsen  at  919-929-9436.

Price

Reduced!

“A very fundamental 
aspect of the design of this 
facility is animal health 

and the assurance of 
animal health”
— bob Morotto, 

director of orange County 
animal services

PhoTo by jordan TiMPy
stephen dear and amanda Lattanzio.
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cryptoquote answer:

 
Just saying “No” prevents teenage pregnancy the way “have a nice day” cures chronic 
depression. – Faye Wattleton, past president of Planned Parenthood

iLLusTraTioN by PhiL bLaNK

See you in the Fall on S. Elliott Rd. in Chapel Hill • www.3CUPS.net

True CrafTsmen
A Full-service Exterior business

Decks Restored
Washed, Sanded, Sealed

Houses
Power Washed, Gutters Cleaned

True Craftsmen
Installation, All Types Siding

Roofing, Windows, Decks
Repair Work As Well

Planting & Flower Beds
Installed & Maintained

Contact John Barrett
919-619-8315/919-420-5013

Cliff’s Meat Market
HOT SUMMER SPECIALS!!

corona extra, negra modelo, pacifico, budweiser!

All NAturAl 
Ground Chuck 

$2.99/lb

rib Eyes 
$6.99/lb

All NAturAl 
Chuck roast 

$2.99/lb

taking orders for 
Pheasant, 

Quail and Squab

baby Back 
ribs 

$3.99/lb

NY Strip
$6.99/lb

Maple View 
Farms Milk!

$3.95/gallon

Chorizo 
Sausage
$2.99/lb

100 WEST MAIn ST., CARRbORO
919-942-2196 MOn-SAT 9am-6pm

Debit
& EBT

Prices good thru 6/19/08

Organic Eggs
Brown-$2.59/doz

White-$1.99/doz

Peck andArtisans
green builders
9338485

Artisan:
Catherine Devine
Devine/Grimball 
Kitchen Remodel

check out what’s at the carrboro 
year-round Farmers’ Market . . .  
Just to naMe a Few . . .  
zucchini, yellow squash, cucumbers, basil, broccoli, cabbage, greenhouse toma-
toes, kale, onions, garlic, radishes, beets, carrots, turnips, kohlrabe, pac choy, yu-
kon gold potatoes, chard, lettuce, sunflowers, poppies, larkspur, lilies, campanula, 
and many more flowers, baked goods (including vegan and gluten free), breads, 
jams, wines, grass fed beef & lamb, pastured pork & chicken, buffalo, chorizo, 
raw milk cheeses, goat cheese, jams, jellies, pottery, hats, rugs and more!

recipe of the week: wHoLe Beet torte

FroM: Kelly Clark, Market staff

InspIred By: Patricia Wells, acclaimed food writer and restaurant critic, this 
recipe gives a farm fresh twist to a Mediterranean specialty. The ingredients in 
my version like each other a lot; the sweet beets, a pungent cheese and the right 
nut. i’d choose all purple or all golden beets, since the torte takes on the color 
of the beets in a big way. 

pastry IngredIents
1 cup all purpose flour _teaspoon fine sea salt
_cup water  _cup extra virgin olive oil

FILLIng IngredIents
3 bunches beets (12-9) with greens included, use all one color
salt and pepper to taste  3 large eggs
1 cup crumbled blue cheese ½ tablespoon of flour
½ cup chopped walnuts, toasted, then tossed with the flour

procedure
Preheat oven to 400 degrees, for roasting the beets
Turn the oven down to 375 degrees when baking the torte
To roast the beets: Cut the beets from the greens, leaving about an inch of the 

stem attached to the beets. set the greens aside. Wash the beets well, then put 
beets of similar size in foil packets and seal well. roast for one hour, let cool, then 
open the packets, cut the stem end off the beets and slide/squeeze them out of 
the skin. discard the skins. Grate the beets to equal one generous cup. if you have 
leftover beets, save them for later use. Turn the oven down to 375!

pastry
Mix the flour and salt together in a bowl with a fork. stir in the water, then 

add the oil and mix well. Knead the dough a little, and then put the dough in the 
center of a 10-½ inch pie pan. Press and push the dough to cover the bottom of 
the pan. do not press the dough up the sides of the pan. set aside.

FILLIng
Wash the beet greens, and remove the stems. in a food processor, or with a knife, 

chop them well, but not too fine. if you are using a processor, use the pulse function 
so you don’t end up with beet green puree!

Cook the greens in a frying pan over medium heat until 
most of the liquid has evaporated, about 5 minutes. sea-
son with salt and pepper to taste. remove from heat.

in a bowl, break the eggs and whisk gently, then 
stir in the blue cheese. add the beet greens and the 
grated beets and toss gently to mix well. add the 
walnuts and toss to distribute. add salt and 
pepper to taste.

spoon the mixture over the pas-
try, covering the pastry completely.

bake in the center of the 
oven for 45 minutes. The filling 
should be lightly browned. 

Cool on a rack. serve at 
room temperature.

saturday 
Market: 

7 a.m. - Noon

Listen to 
community 
radio

OWASA public hearing
Board wants comment on rate raise

The	 Orange	 Water	 and	 Sewer	 Authority	 will	
hold	a	public	hearing	tonight	(Thursday)	to	allow	
customers	to	speak	to	the	board	of	directors	about	
the	proposed	budget	 for	fiscal	 year	2009,	which	
starts	July	1	and	includes	a	24	percent	increase	in	
monthly	water	and	sewer	rates.	The	meeting	will	
be	held	at	7	p.m.	at	the	OWASA	building	at	400	
Jones	Ferry	Road	in	Carrboro.

Under	the	plan,	a	household	using	5,000	gal-
lons	per	month	would	pay	about	$14.50,	or	about	
25	percent	more	per	month.

OWASA	cites	a	projected	13	percent	reduction	
in	 demand	 due	 to	 conservation	 and	 a	 projected	
$1.3	million	loss	in	connection	fees	due	to	a	flag-
ging	construction	economy	as	key	reasons	for	the	
rate	increase.	Overall,	the	utility’s	budget	is	about	
2	percent	larger	than	last	year.

Contact	OWASA	by	email	at		
webmaster@owasa.org	or	call	968-4421.

uncommongarden
The	ArtsCenter	is	offering	a	one-day	opportunity	on	Saturday,	

June	14,	 to	visit	a	very	unique	garden	melding	art	and	nature.	
Designed	by	Rick	Hermanson,	the	garden	incorporates	sculpture	
with	water	features,	mosaics,	a	collection	of	Japanese	Maples	and	
more.	All	proceeds	benefit	The	ArtsCenter.	Tours	will	start	every	
hour	from	10	a.m.	to	3	p.m.	and	50	tickets	are	available	per	hour.	
Tickets	are	$25	apiece.	For	more	 information	or	to	buy	tickets	
call	929-2787.	

Please 
Recycle!
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Recycling is good foR you!

CLASSIFIEDS
Place youR ad at www.carrborocitizen.com/classifieds 24/7!!

rEAL EStAtE
Place youR ad at www.carrborocitizen.com/classifieds 24/7!!

Citizenthe carrboro

Agents, Brokers,

New Custom-Built Townhomes
New Low Prices

Rose Walk
at University Lake

Live within minutes of downtown Chapel Hill and Carrboro
In custom-built townhomes starting at $245,000

Chapel Hill/Carrboro Schools · walk to UNC Park and Ride
neighbor to 213-acre University Lake

Visit or call for details.  
Model open Mon-Wed & Sat 11 - 6. 
Sun 1 - 6.  Thurs & Fri by appt.
Directions: Hwy 54 Bypass West to Jones 
Ferry Rd.  Left on Jones Ferry Rd.  After 
½ mile, turn left on Old Fayetteville Rd.  
Rose Walk is straight ahead.

Carrie White  (919) 928-9006 • rosewalk@mindspring.com • www.rosewalkonline.com

KitchenFamily Room

4 Different Floorplans at New Low Prices
 2 - 3 bedrooms  ·  2½ - 3½ baths  ·  garages  ·  from $245’s to $350’s

All
Townhomes

Reduced

Minutes to Carrboro’s Downtown

Kitchen Living Room Sunroom to Screened Porch

Help Wanted
eGG dOnORS needed 
to help infertile couples build 
families. Cash compensation 
and free 2 week trip to India. 
Ages 20-29 only. Call 877-IVF-
EGGS. www.proactivefamilyso-
lutions.com 

SpORtSWRiteR The Car-
rboro Citizen is seeking a sports-
writer to compose and compile 
reports from local schools and 
recreation leagues. Terms and 
hours for this lightly compensat-
ed yet greatly rewarding position 
are negotiable. Inquiries in writ-
ing only to editor@carrborociti-
zen.com 

SpORtS inteRnS 
Wanted College or upper 
level high school student wanted 
for long-term internship focusing 
on sports reporting and multime-
dia. Inquiries in writing only to 
editor@carrborocitizen.com 

Student RepORteRS 
Wanted Students at all local 
schools are invited to apply for 
reporting and multimedia intern-
ships for the fall 2008 semester. 
If you are interested in a career 
in writing and media, this is an 
excellent opportunity to get some 
experience and have some fun 
reporting about your school. In-
quiries in writing only to editor@
carrborocitizen.com 

SaleS & maRketinG 
manaGeR

The Carrboro Citizen, Carrboro’s 
community newspaper, is look-
ing for a person with enthusiasm 
and an entrepreneurial spirit to 
take us to the next level. A great 
opportunity for a person with ex-
perience in ad sales and creative 
marketing. Email publisher@car-
rborocitizen.com.

HOme 
impROvement

mOOnliGHt inteRiORS 
Affordable interior painting, faux 
finishes, furniture painting, color 
consultation. Quiet, respectful 
non-smoker. Environmentally 
friendly low VOC paints avail-
able. Twenty years local experi-
ence. Excellent references. 968-
8438 

SeRviceS
Financial 
planninG?

Long Term Care Insurance may 
be the only asset that can help 
you control your life and keep you 
out of a nursing home. Act today 
to learn more about this valuable 
asset! Info4LongTermCare.com

claSSeS/ 
inStRuctiOn

aFRican dance Summer 
Explosion! Wednesdays and 
Saturdays--Location Downtown 
Carrboro. Come enjoy African 
Rhythms. dancechapelhill@
gmail.com 919-259-8831 

CLASSIFIED rAtES
$5.00/issue for up to 15 words. 

Words over 15: $0.35/word/issue 
Place your classified ad online until MIDNIGHT 

Tuesday before publication!

CItIZEN CLASSIFIEDS 
WOrK FOr YOU!

HOuSe FOR 
Rent

4 Bed/2 BatH HOuSe in 
caRRBORO Newer house 
in excellent condition in central 
downtown location. Includes all 
appliances, off street parking, 
and yard care. See more details 
at CoolBlueRentals.com. Avail-
able now. $1840/ mo, lease, de-
posit, no pets. 605-4810 

HOmeS FOR 
Sale

101 W. caRR St Walk to 
Open Eye Cafe from this 1927 
Carrboro bungalow on lot front-
ing W. Carr & Old Pittsboro. 
Fenced yard, shade trees & 
heritage plantings. $285,000 
WeaverStreetRealty.com 929-
5658 

caRRBORO HOme W/
cReek Very cool contem-
porary with brick floors, walls 
of windows, wraparound porch 
and interesting architectural de-
tails. Wood lot has creek running 
through. $275,000 WeaverStree-
tRealty.com 929-5658 

cOuntRy eState near 
Maple View Farms. Elegant yet 
comfortable home with gorgeous 
details. 10 acres, open meadow, 
pool w/waterfall, 3-car garage 
w/studio above. $1,285,000 
WeaverStreetRealty.com 929-
5658 

in-tOWn RetReat 
perched on wooded hilltop in 
established Chapel Hill neigh-
borhood. Unique features from 
owners’ world travels. Seri-
ous workshop in basement. 
Screened porch, gardens, ga-
zebo. $469,000 WeaverStreet-
Realty.com 929-5658 

cute li’l HOme! New 
roof, kitchen, bathrooms, floors, 
fixtures, lights, paint, deck. Full 
acre lot big enough for kids, pets, 
gardens. On cul-de-sac. Chapel 
Hill Schools. $181,500 Weaver-
StreetRealty.com 929-5658 

claSSic caRRBORO 
cHaRmeR In lovely condi-
tion, this well maintained 2 bdrm, 
1ba classic home features beau-
tiful wood floors, recently refin-
ished; an open floorplan and a 
large country kitchen. Vintage 
tile in kitchen & bath.
Close to downtown with a fabu-
lous yard w/ flower and vegeta-
ble gardens. $219,900
Please call Mary 608-2001 

neW caRRBORO 
neiGHBORHOOd!

Exclusive 4 home neighborhood. 
One amazing home ready for 
you to buy. This home is a com-
bination of a renovation and new 
construction. Open house every 
Sun. from 2-4. Please drop by. 
See reclaimed 200 yr.old wall-
boards, quartersawn heartpine 
floors and antique bricks along-
side passive solar, other eco 
features and the highest qual-
ity natural building materials. 
What a house! 418 Homestead 
Rd., just west of Lake Hogan 
Farm. $1,547,00 on 1.5 acres. 
More land available. 3 addi-
tional 1 ac.home lots for sale 
for $250,000 each. Call Mary 
Wheeler for more info. 919-608-
2001 608-2001

WWW.307SWeetBay.
cOm Downtown Carrboro! 
Open floor plan, spacious kitchen 
& dining, full of light. Hardwoods, 
fireplace, screened porch. Beau-
tiful master suite, planting beds 
galore! 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 
1610 sq. ft. $355,000. 929-
2005. 

cOndOS FOR 
Sale

WWW.111GunStOnct.
cOm Charming townhome in 
Booker Creek Village, Chapel 
Hill. Renovated with new maple 
cabinets, new countertops, new 
sink, new fixtures, new carpet, 
new appliances. New wood 
laminate flooring. New, New, 
New! Walking trails and bus line. 
$174,900 Contact: Kara Hart 
929-2005 kara@TerraNova-
Global.com 929-2005 

land FOR Sale

pictuReSQue pOnd 
and pastoral 10 acres tucked 
behind Snipes Farm just 10 min-
utes from Carrboro. Deep spar-
kling pond with nesting geese 
and painted turtles. $205,000 
WeaverStreetRealty.com 929-
5658 

2 acReS FOR 
Sale - caRRBORO 
www.108TheHollow.com. Build 
your next home or neighbor-
hood in Carrboro. Beautifully 
wooded lot. Very private, but just 
a short bike ride to Downtown 
and the Farmer’s Market. Can 
be subdivided into three.75 acre 
homesites. Build one house, 
build three. Backs to McDougle 
School. Water and sewer ease-
ments. $350,000 for the whole 
parcel. Seller willing to subdivide 
and sell individual lots: $117,000 
for.75 acres. Contact Kara Hart 
at Terra Nova 929.2005 or email 
Kara@terranovaglobal.com 

FrEE 
WEB 

LIStING!

your classified ad will be published on our 
high-traffic website just as it appears in the 
printed version of  The carrboro citizen
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being	organized	about	
gardening.	happily,	they	
freely	self-seed	so	that	
i	have	them	now	in	sun	
and	shade	and	i	don’t	
have	to	water	where	
they	plant	themselves.	
When	they	seem	to	
have	finished	flower-
ing	and	flop	over	as	the	
real	heat	of	the	summer	
comes	on,	i	simply	cut	
the	stems	back	and	enjoy	
another	flush	of	growth	
and	flowering	if	ample	
rainfall	makes	that	an	
option.

My	real	admiration	
for	the	plant	is	the	
endless	palette	of	blue	
and	violet	shades	that	
appear	from	the	self-
sowing	plants.	no	two	
are	ever	quite	alike,	and	
often	one	finds	some	
really	special	colors.	
a	rosy	red-color	form	
was	“curiously	lurk-
ing”	in	amongst	many	
blues	at	the	edge	of	my	
porch	steps	a	couple	
of	weeks	ago.	For	the	
hard-core	tar	heel	fan	
who	also	gardens,	there	
are	some	Carolina	blue	
color	forms	of	spider-
wort	lurking	amongst	all	

the	others	in	a	showy	
bed	behind	the	totten	
Center	of	the	botanical	
Garden.	that	Carolina	
blue	spiderwort	(my	
name	for	it)	has	been	
in	that	bed	for	several	
years.	Perhaps	the	gar-
den	staff	will	someday	
propagate	and	offer	for	
sale	Tradescantia	“tar	
heel	blue.”

spiderwort’s	na-
tive	american	heritage	
includes	eating	young	
plants	as	greens	in	the	
spring;	however,	the	
oozy,	sticky	sap	of	a	
broken	spiderwort	
stem	makes	such	an	
idea	unappealing	to	
me.	root	teas	were	
considered	effective	for	
stomach	ailments	and	
root	poultices	were	
considered	an	effective	
cancer	cure.	i	particu-
larly	like	the	description	
of	spiderwort	as	one	
of	the	ingredients	in	
a	medicine	for	kidney	
troubles,	“requiring	an	
accompanying	prayer.”	
a	prayer	is	probably	a	
wise	necessity	with	any	
herbal	remedy.	

Lack	of	medical	
expertise	guides	me	in	
keeping	my	spiderworts	
out	of	the	medicine	
cabinet	and	encouraging	
them	to	“curiously	lurk”	
anywhere	they	can	sus-
tain	themselves	in	my	
landscape.

Photo	by	ken	Moore
a	Carolina	blue	form	of	spiderwort	Lurking	with	the	common	
blues	at	the	botanical	Garden

the	MiLL

Photo	by	jordan	tiMPy
john	Futch,	16,	hits	a	front	smith	on	a	quarter	pipe	at	an	empty	Chapel	hill	skatepark	on	Monday.	Futch	said	he	
goes	to	the	skatepark	almost	every	day,	but	takes	more	breaks	when	it	gets	hot.

Blunden Studio

The Colors of
Green

Architects in Carrboro
www.blundenstudio.com

please	
recycle!

heAt
from	page	1

“I take more breaks,” Futch said 
about skating on Monday, when 
the heat index was 105 degrees.

The heat wave is due to break 
this weekend, but high tempera-
tures early in the season have 
social services agencies gearing 
up for fan and air conditioner 
distribution earlier than unusu-

al. Low-income residents with a 
medical need can apply with the 
Orange County Department of 
Social Services to receive a fan or 
air conditioner at 2501 Home-
stead Rd. in Chapel Hill or 300 
West Tryon St. in Hillsborough. 
The agency is also calling for 
donations of new fans and air 
conditioners as well as financial 
support for utility bills. Call 245-
2858 for more information.

The Chatham County Council 
on Aging is offering residents who 
are at least 61 years old a box fan 
at no charge. The council is also 
seeking donations of fans or cash 
to buy fans. Contact Kathy Burns 
at 542-4512 for more information. 
Residents are also encouraged to 
enjoy the air conditioning in both 
the Pittsboro and Siler City senior 
centers, which are open Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Uncommon impressions
Entering The Uncommon Garden is 

like stepping into another world. Reality 
vanishes, and a magical, serene jungle 
takes its place.

You won’t want to leave.
The air is cool, and running water can 

be heard from all directions. Dead trees 
are transformed into sculptures, and 
Japanese maples grow at angles among 
cedars, ferns, pools, and rocks. The real 
magic is in the detail, in the parts you 
wont notice the first time you look. 
Dragons, snakes, and other creatures 
emerge from the plants. A nook in the 
wall houses stones from all over the 
world. Every rock is a work of art, and 
every detail holds a whimsical surprise.

The most impressive aspect of the 
garden is possibly the transformation of 
the space itself. The area isn’t huge, but it 
feels endless. There are wide open spaces, 
winding paths, intimate caves,seats carved into rock, and hidden away peaks.

It’s every child’s fantasy brought to life. — Lucy Butcher
Details about the Uncommon Garden Tour and more photos are on page 8.

Water Watch  x  WednesdAy, JUne 11
LAKe LeVeLs  UniVeRsity LAKe: 2’	0”	below	full	
CAne CReeK ReseRVOiR: 3’	7.75”	below	full

PReCiPitAtiOn this MOnth  JOnes FeRRy WAteR tReAtMent PLAnt: 	0.03”			
CAne CReeK ReseRVOiR: 0.27”

CUstOMeR WAteR deMAnd 
PAst 7 dAys	(average):		10.228	million	gallons	
PAst 30 dAys	(average):		7.534	million	gallons

estiMAted WAteR sUPPLy ReMAining: 
386	days	(about	12	months),	based	on	average	demand	
in	the	last	30	days	and	assuming	no	further	rainfall.

source:	oWasa

[ tip]:
do	one	thing	each	
day	to	save	water.	
every drop 
counts. 

Photo	by	LuCy	butCher
artist	rick	hermanson	relaxing	in	the	uncommon	
Garden.
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