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PHOTO BY Ken Moore
Individual flowers of pickerelweed bear some 
resemblance to tiny orchids.

Pickerelweed in a pot

“A
n attractive peren-
nial that grows in 
watery places in 
the swamps, usually 
reaching from one 

to four feet in height with showy 
spikes of blue flowers. A tea 
made from the root is supposed 
to be a good cathartic. The plant 
is becoming very popular for gar-
den pools. My wife and I planted 
several of them near a spring 
below the house.”

That is Paul Green’s descrip-
tion of pickerelweed, Pontederia 
cordata, from Paul Green’s Plant 
Book . I am repeatedly drawn to 
the plant notes from his daily 
observations and conversations 
with the local folks of the Cape 
Fear River valley, from Chapel 
Hill down through Lillington, 
Fayetteville and beyond. Plants 
take on a special dimension 
when accompanied with past 
and present human associations.

All summer, I have been 
enjoying the blue flowers and 
glossy-green leaves of this emer-
gent aquatic. I have it growing in 
competition with water-dragon, 
also called lizard’s-tail (see Flora, 
6/18/09), and cattail in a little 
pond that is slowly progressing 
to a cattail-dominated wetland. I 
also have the pickerelweed hap-
pily growing in pots submerged 
in plastic wading pools scattered 
around the yard. 

None, however, bring me the 
up-close pleasure of having a 
water-filled pot of pickerelweed 
on the deck right outside the 
back door.

My deck plant is about to 
burst out of its pot, so this fall I 
will pull it out of its confinement 
and divide it into two or three 
additional water-filled contain-
ers. Few other plants, native or 
exotic, bring such continuous 
visual pleasure, and native pol-
linators love it.

SEE FLORA PAGE 8

flora By Ken Moore

Council to meet Friday on Strom replacement
By Kirk Ross
Staff Writer

The Chapel Hill Town Council 
will hold an early-morning meeting 
Friday to review a plan and timeline 
for naming a replacement for former 
council member Bill Strom.

Strom, whose term would have 
expired in 2011, resigned Aug. 1, 
after the end of the filing period for 
this fall’s municipal election and 
during the council’s summer recess.

The special meeting was called 
to allow the council to review a 
proposed land purchase on Weaver 
Dairy Road in closed session. 

Foy also sent a memo to council 

members outlining a proposed pro-
cess and timeline for filling the seat. 
In it, he recommends setting Oct. 2 
as the deadline for applications to be 
filed. The council would review the 
applications at its Oct. 12 meeting 
and could submit names for nomina-
tions. Applicant presentations would 
be held on Nov. 9. In the memo, Foy 
points out that the presentations are 
optional, but are a traditional cour-
tesy extended to the applicants. 

Under town ordinances, the 
mayor is required to provide offi-
cial notification of a vacancy on the 
board at the council’s next regular 
or special meeting. That triggers at 
least a 30-day process required for 

the council to put out the call for a 
potential replacement, review quali-
fications and officially nominate 
candidates.

The council’s first meeting back 
from its break was scheduled for 
Sept. 14. But Foy’s call for a special 
meeting to go into closed session to 
review a land purchase on Weaver 
Dairy Road means that the notifica-
tion will take place on Friday before 
or after the closed session. 

Although Strom’s timing pre-
vented placing the seat alongside 
the other four council slots on the 
ballot this year, it did not stop elec-
toral politics and the bid to fill the 
vacancy from being intertwined.

Shortly after word circulated of 
Friday’s special meeting, council 
member Matt Czajkowski, who is 
running for mayor, said he strongly 
disagrees with the timing of the 
meeting. In a note to Foy, he cau-
tioned that the short notice and 
early-morning hour “will generate 
even greater skepticism toward the 
process.”

Fellow council member and may-
oral candidate Mark Kleinschmidt 
said Czajkowski’s note was unfortu-
nate and that his opponent was try-
ing to “stir the pot” by questioning 
the mayor’s timing.

SEE  COUNCIL  PAGE 3

recently . . . 
By Valarie Schwartz

Looking for a barrel of monkeys or scraping the bottom 
of the barrel? Maybe you need to get rid of some clutter, or 
your creative side needs an inexpensive inspirational jolt. The 
answer to all of that (and more) awaits at the Yard Sale with 
Style, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sept. 12 at University Mall. 

The Family Violence Prevention Center of Orange 
County (FVPC) has seen both a decline in funding and an 
up-tick in client needs this year. 

“Our client services requests are up by 23 percent,” said 
Beverly Kennedy, executive director. “We generally serve 60 to 
70 clients a month, but in May, June and July we served over 
100 (with 148 in July), with August tracking the same way.”

Blame it all on the economy. Domestic violence gen-
erally follows a cyclic pattern, but stressors like employ-
ment insecurity and excessive debt can trigger an abuser 
into feeling out of control, accelerating cycles and causing 
victims to feel even more trapped — affecting people living 
in all areas of our community. 

“A lot don’t know what to do,” Kennedy said. FVPC has 
had to change its approach and accept a high percentage 
of clients who continue to stay with their abusers because 
there simply are no other resources available. “Our advo-
cates teach them how to make it safe, how to recognize the 
signs, and how to be prepared to flee.”

SEE RECENTLY PAGE 5

Yard sale with style

photo by Valarie Schwartz
Monkeys from Oakridge, Tenn., donated by a fourth-grade teacher who received them upon retirement, are among some of the 
items that Brandie Revoy (with daughter, Alessandra) has collected for the Yard Sale with Style benefitting the Family Violence 
Prevention Center on Sept. 12.

Agreement	
reached in	
Town v. Kille
by Beth Mechum
Staff Writer

After a two-year battle between 
the Town of Carrboro and horse 
trainer Marilyn Kille concerning 
a residential apartment on her 
property, a resolution has been 
reached and was reported to the 
public at Tuesday’s board of alder-
men meeting.

In June 2007, the town brought 
a case against Kille, in which it 
was alleged that she was violat-
ing the town’s land use ordinance 
(LUO) by maintaining a residen-
tial apartment in a building sepa-
rate from her principal residence 
within the town’s extraterritorial 
planning jurisdiction.

Kille has maintained that the 
town knew about the apartment 
when it was built and should have 
raised any concerns when it was 
inspected. 

In April 2008, a court ordered 
Kille to bring her property to com-
pliance with the LUO in 180 days 
or be fined $10,000. The town had 
filed a motion for contempt, al-
leging that Kille failed to comply 
within her allotted time.

The board held a special closed 
session meeting to discuss litiga-
tions with the town last week. Kille 
was given a 60-day extension to 
comply with the court order, or 
she could be held in contempt. The 
agreement was subsequently signed 
by both parties.

SEE  BOA PAGE 5

County sets timetable for transfer site pick
By Kirk Ross	
and Taylor Sisk
Staff Writers

The Orange County board of 
commissioners voted 4-3 Tuesday 
night to draw its attempt to find a site 
for a waste transfer station to a close, 
setting a timetable of 60 to 90 days 
for reaching a decision.

The board approved a plan to con-
tinue to investigate four options, in-
cluding three potential sites for a waste 
transfer station and a possible deal with 
Durham County to use its waste trans-
fer facility. Commissioners also asked 
to see the costs and parameters of the 
interlocal waste agreement between the 

county and its municipalities.
The vote came on the heels of dis-

cussion of a new site on Millhouse 
Road on county-owned property. 
The new county-owned site is nearly 
across the street from the Town of 
Chapel Hill’s public-works facility, 
where there is land that Chapel Hill 
Mayor Kevin Foy has proposed as a 
possible site.

The inclusion of the new Mill-
house parcel was met with opposition 
from nearby residents along Rogers 
and Eubanks road who have also ob-
jected to the town site on Millhouse 
on the grounds that their community 
has hosted the county’s waste facility 
long enough.

Under the plan agreed to Tuesday 
night, county officials will contact Cha-
pel Hill officials to seek details on the 
town-owned property. The Chapel Hill 
Town Council has not formally weighed 
in on Foy’s offer to explore the site. 

Residents of Bingham township con-
tinued to press their case Tuesday night 
that a site off N.C. 54 near Orange 
Grove Road would be costly, far away 
from the geographic center of waste gen-
eration and environmentally unsuitable.

Board chair Valarie Foushee and 
commissioners Alice Gordon and Mike 
Nelson voted against the plan to choose 
from among all four options, with com-
missioners Steve Yuhasz, Pam Hem-
minger, Bernadette Pelissier  and Barry 

Jacobs voting to support the plan. In 
June, Foushee, Gordon and Nelson vot-
ed against a proposal to ask the Town of 
Chapel Hill to formally offer the prop-
erty it owns on Millhouse Road in order 
for it to be considered as an option. 

The commissioners also approved 
working with Durham County as an 
alternative to constructing a facility.

Nelson said he believes the process 
has failed.

“The board has made statement 
after statement, and no deadline has 
been adhered to.”

“New sites are coming out of no-
where,” he added. “I don’t believe 
there is a process anymore. I think the 
board has lost credibility.”

Aldermen set hearing	
on Deer St. project
Beth Mechum
Staff Writer

Overgrown grass and woods filled 
with cinder blocks, broken bricks, orange 
tape and stumps at 100 Deer St. could 
become a 16-dwelling subdivision.

At its meeting Tuesday night, the 
Carrboro Board of Alderman ap-
proved the request to hold a public 
hearing on the subdivision at the 
Sept. 22 board meeting.

Phil Post and Associates has submit-
ted an application to construct the sub-

division. If the conditional use permit is 
approved, it would allow for the creation 
of 16 lots, two of which would be occu-
pied by duplexes and the rest by single-
occupancy dwellings.

The project would not require new 
roadways and would rely on existing 
infrastructure.

The proposed subdivision, referred 
to as the Lloyd Square Architecturally 
Integrated Subdivision, is off the gravel 
road between Quail Roost Drive (which 
runs off of Hillsborough Road) and Lisa 
Drive, and would occupy 5.98 acres.

preps preview

Cross Country
The cross country season is off and 

running. Check out Beth Mechum’s 
look at the season in the latest install-
ment of Preps Previews on page 7.

At left, Alexa Phillips placed 4th for 
Carrboro High School in Tuesday’s 
cross country meet at Wake Med 
Soccer Park in Cary.
Inside, Grace Morken, left, begins to 
pass Laura Hamon near the finish line.

photos by ava barlow
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sunday, sept. 6
First Sunday— The Pittsboro 
Merchants Assoication will hold its 
montlhy First Sunday celebration 
from noon to 4p.m in downtown 
Pittsboro. There will be arts and 
crafts, belly dancing and a baklava 
bakeoff. Info at 960-5892.

Wednesday, sept 9
Candidates’ Forum — Cha-
pel Hill candidates for mayor and 
town council will answer questions 
prepared by the Orange-Chatham 
Sierra Club. Questions also can be 
submitted from the audience. The 
event will be carried live on local 
cable channel 18. Town Hall, 405 
Martin Luther King Jr Blvd. 7-9pm, 
For more info, 942-6114

Thursday, sept 10
Continuing Eduation Show-
case — UNC will present a 
continuing education showcase at 
the William and Ida Friday Center. 
More than 20 education programs 
will be represented. For more 
info, 843-5836 or fridaycenter.unc.
edu/showcase

Saturday, sept 12
Animal Open House— The 
Paws4Ever learning center will hold 
an open house from 1-4pm with 
dog training tips, demonstration, 
microchip clinic and more. Dogs 
are welcome. 6311-A Nicks Road, 
Mebane, 304-2300.

Ongoing
Cancer Support — Support 
groups for cancer patients and their 
families. cornucopiahouse.org

Compassionate Friends — Free 
self-help support for all adults 
grieving the loss of a child or sibling. 
Third Mondays, 7-8:30pm, Ever-
green United Methodist Church. 
967-3221, chapelhilltcf.org

DivorceCare — Support group 
for those separated or divorced. 
Mondays, 7pm, Orange United 
Methodist Church. 942-2825, con-
nect2orange.org

Family to Family — A series of 
12 weekly classes structured to help 
family members understand and 
support their family member suffer-
ing with a mental illness. The class 
is free and sponsored by NAMIOr-
ange. One class will begin Tuesday, 
Sept. 1, 6:30-9 pm at the Seymour 
Center. Another class will begin 
Sept. 13, 2-4:30 pm at the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church North Campus. 
Contact Gove Elder at 967-5403 or 
gbelder@bellsouth.net.

Garden Tour — Free tour of the 
N.C. Botanical Garden’s display 
gardens. Saturdays, 10am, in front 
of the Totten Center at the garden. 
962-0522, ncbg.unc.edu

Garden Walk — Discussions on 
fall planting, garden maintenance, 
design, and gardening for wildlife 

with bird and butterfly plants. 
Saturdays at 10am at Niche Gar-
dens, 1111 Dawson Rd, Chapel Hill  
NC. Call for directions, 967-0078. 
nichega dens.com

Jazz at the Mall — University 
Mall presents free jazz concerts 
every Sunday afternoon, 2-4pm

Job Search Meeting — A net-
working and support group for job 
hunters. Wednesdays, 9:30-11am, 
Binkley Baptist Church, 1712 Willow 
Drive. 942-4964

Open-Mic Poetry — Tuesdays 
except first Tuesday, 7-9pm, Looking 
Glass Cafe & Boutique, 601 W. Main 
St. 636-5809

Walking Tour— The Preserva-
tion Society of Chapel Hill offers 
“Walk This Way,” walking tours of 
Franklin Street every Sunday at 2 
pm. $5. 942-7818 or chpreserva-
tion@mindspring.com for more 
information.  Reservations recom-
mended for groups of 5 or more 
people.  

Breastfeeding Cafe — an infor-
mal drop-in gathering of breastfeed-
ing moms will be held ever Monday 
from 1-2pm at the Red Hen in Carr-
boro. A  La Leche represenative will 
be there to provide information and 
answer questions, , 201 Weaver St.

Kids
Toddler Time — Thursdays, 4pm, 
Carrboro Branch Library. 969-3006

Preschool Story Time — Sat-
urdays, 10:30am, Carrboro Branch 
Library. 969-3006

Express Yourself! — Art 
program for ages 3-8 and their care-
givers. Saturdays, 10:45-11:15am, 
11:30am-noon, Kidzu Children’s 
Museum, 105 E. Franklin St. $2. 933-
1455, kidzuchildrensmuseum.org

Volunteers
RSVP 55+ Volunteer Program 
— Seeks volunteers at least 55 
years of age and older who would 
like assistance in finding an oppor-
tunity that matches their interests. 
968-2056, co.orange.nc.us/aging/
RSVPindex.asp

Meals on Wheels — Seeks vol-
unteers to deliver meals and/or bake 
simple desserts for recipients in the 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro area. 942-2948

Orange County Literacy 
— Seeks volunteers to help with 
adult literacy, basic math and English 
language tutoring, creative writing 
workshops at local homeless shel-
ters and family literacy workshops. 
New tutor training workshops every 
month. Skills Development Center, 
503 W. Franklin St. 933-2151

Community Calendar
Magician to perform for kids

Local magician Jeff Jones will perform at the Carrboro 
Century Center Sept. 16 as part of the Lollipop Series for 
children 3 to 5 years old. His show will feature magic, com-
edy and audience participation. Admission is $3. For more 
information, call the Carrboro Recreation and Parks Depart-
ment at 918-7364. 

Free prostate cancer screenings
The Urology Clinic at UNC Hospitals will offer free 

prostate cancer screenings Sept. 23 and 24 from 1-7 p.m. for 
all men over 40 years old or with a family history of prostate 
cancer. The screenings, which are being conducted as part of 
National Prostate Health Month, consist of a blood test and 
digital rectal exam. No appointment is necessary.  For ad-
ditional information, please see med.unc.edu/urology or call 
966-1315.

Dead Sea Scrolls expert to speak
Geza Vermes, a pioneer of Dead Sea Scrolls research, will 

give a lecture on Sept. 14 to kick off a series of community 
events sponsored by the Carolina Center for Jewish Studies.

He will discuss the Dead Sea Scrolls and evaluate their con-
tribution to the study of ancient Judaism and early Christianity.

Vermes’ talk will be this year’s Eli N. Evans Distinguished 
Lecture in Jewish Studies, which is free to the public, at 7:30 
p.m. at the William and Ida Friday Center for Continuing 
Education. For details on all events, visit unc.edu/ccjs or call 
962-1509.

Pancake breakfast
The Eno River Farmers Maket is hosting a Pancake Break-

fast featuring flapjacks made with local, organic ingrediants  
and a reading of children’s books about pancakes. The event 
is Sept. 5 from 8 a.m. to noon at the Public Market House on 
Margaret Lane in Hillsborough.

Environmental summit
The Commission for the Environment will hold its third 

Orange County Environmental Summit on Saturday, Septem-
ber 12 from 10 a.m. to noon at the Education Center for the 
North Carolina Botanical Garden.

The summit will feature keynote speaker Dr. Larry Band, 
who will discuss storm water sustainability in Orange County 
watersheds. Band is the Director of the UNC Institute for the 
Environment and a professor in the Geography Department. 
There will also be a panel of experts who will discuss issues 
pertaining to the quality and quantity of water resources in the 
County followed by questions from the audience. 

Community Briefs
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 super crossworD   career choices CitizenCryptoquote By Martin Brody
For example, YAPHCYAPLM is WORDSWORTH.  One letter stands for another.  In 
this sample, A is used for the two O’s, Y for the two W’s, etc..  Apostrophes, 
punctuation, the length and formation of the words are all hints.

“Helpful History”

L Q B F B  V F B  G T  H V C R  Z B G G T C G 

L T  Y B  Z B V F C B U  S F T H  T A F 

B Z U B F G .   L Q V L ’ G  I Q V L  L Q K G 

Y T T X  K G ,  V  I V R  T S  J V R K C M 

Q T H V M B  L T  L Q B  J B T J Z B  I Q T 

W V H B  Y B S T F B  A G .  -  D V Z B F K B 

G W Q I V F L E ,  T C  Q B F  C B I  Y T T X 

“ F B H B H Y B F K C M  W Q V J B Z 

Q K Z Z :  L Q B  L I B C L K B L Q 

W B C L A F R  V G  I B  Z K D B U  K L ”
Find the answer in the puzzle answer section.

pets of the week

Paws4Ever — Meet Indy! I’m a very sweet girl with a once-
broken foot that makes me act quite skittish. I like to act scared of 
humans, but when you’re not looking I’ll roll around on the floor, begging 
for your attention. I need someone to take me home and show me what 
true devotion is. While I may appear hesitant at first, I’m just waiting for 
the right person to take me home so that I can open up and feel at home. 
Please come show me what true devotion is and I’ll be more than happy 
to return the favor double fold! Please come by the shelter and take a 
look, at Paws4Ever, 6311 Nicks Road, Mebane, or call 304-2300. You can 
also go online at paws4ever.org

ORANGE COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES —Take a look 
at Ladybug! This adorable American Staffordshire puppy is around 
3 months old and one of the cutest pups around! But we’re not talking 
about just looks! This girl has the whole package! She loves to play and 
will keep you laughing all day with her silly antics! This fun-loving goofball 
has an amazing personality and is sure to be an asset to almost any home!  
Visit her at Orange County’s Animal Services Center, 1601 Eubanks 
Road, Chapel Hill or call 942-PETS (7387). You can also see her online at 
co.orange.nc.us/animalservices/adoption.

(Zippy© 2009 Bill Griffith, used with permission)  zippythepinhead.com

Jay Parker • moonwistle@gmail.com
WeaverStreetRealty.com

116 E. Main St • 929-5658

Zowie!! Jay Parker 

is the only Realtor®

in my universe!Zippy appears
with Bill’s 
permission

Where’s the Cradle ad?
For this week’s ad, look on the  back page of MILL, 
our monthly arts and entertainment publication. 
Next week you can find it back here on page 2.

General Practice
Family Law & Divorce

Including Collaborative Law

Real Estate Law
Residential & Commercial Closings

Real Property Law
Civil & Criminal Litigation

Traffic Offenses
DWI

Juvenile
Wills & Estate Planning

Environmental Law
Personal Injury

919-929-0323

Epting 
&  Hackney
“Community Lawyers”

ROBERT EPTING
JOE haCkNEy
kaREN DavIDsON
sTEvE LaCkEy
kaThERINE DICksON
ELLEN sCOuTEN

410 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Do you have anything for one of our calendars? 
Send your submissions to calendar@carrborocitizen.com
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Immigration discussion
A panel discussion on the ethical dimensions of the current 

debates over access to public services by undocumented im-
migrants in the U.S. will take place next Thursday, Sept. 10, 
at 6:30 p.m. in the FedEx Global Education Center, Nelson 
Mandela Auditorium (Room 1015) on the UNC campus. 
This event is coordinated in conjunction with UNC’s first-
year student summer reading book selection, A Home on the 
Field, by Paul Cuadros, an assistant professor in the School 
of Journalism and Mass Communication, and is co-spon-
sored by the Parr Center for Ethics and the Center for Global 
Initiatives. This event is free and open to the public. For a 
full list of speakers, go to parrcenter.unc.edu/events/seminars/
fall2009/immigration.html

Insko reappointed 
Rep. Verla Insko has been reappointed by House Speaker 

Joe Hackney as co-chair of the Joint Legislative Oversight 
Committee on Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities, 
and Substance Abuse Services. The committee is responsible 
for examining the system-wide issues affecting the develop-
ment, financing, administration and delivery of these services, 
including issues related to governance, accountability and 
quality of services.

Insko is also chair of both the House Committee on 
Health and the Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and 
Human Services.

Town closed for Labor Day
The Town of Carrboro will be closed on Monday, Sept. 7 

for Labor Day. There will be no garbage collection; Monday’s 
garbage will be collected on Tuesday. There will be no change 
in the curbside recycling schedule.

Grant awarded for Fairview Park
The North Carolina Parks and Recreation Authority has 

awarded $500,000 from the N.C. Parks and Recreation 
Trust Fund (PARTF) for continued development of Fairview 
Park in Hillsborough. Fairview Park will feature active and 
low-impact recreational facilities, including basketball courts, 
baseball field, volleyball court, horseshoes, picnic shelter, 
walking track, playground and hiking trails. The park will 
be located with the Hillsborough police substation, which al-
ready is used for community meetings. The estimated cost for 
completing Phase I construction is $1,213,500. The PARTF 
grant will be matched with county bond funds budgeted 
specifically for Fairview Park development. 

Funds provided for Riverwalk
The Town of Hillsborough was awarded $392,000 last 

week for Phase 2 development of Riverwalk, which will con-
nect Gold Park to downtown.	
The matching grant from the N.C. Parks and Recreation 
Trust Fund, awarded Friday, will fund the purchase of about 
19 acres on Faribault Lane, some of which the town already 
has acquired. Construction of Gold Park, which opened in 
April, was Riverwalk’s first phase. When complete, the green-
way will connect the Occoneechee Mountain State Natural 
Area to downtown and will be part of North Carolina’s 
Mountains-to-Sea Trail.
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Support your local advertiser

Cliff’s Meat Market
sizzlin’ savings

corona extra, negra modelo, pacifico, budweiser!

100 West Main st., Carrboro
919-942-2196 Mon-sat 9am-6pm

Debit
& EBT

Prices good thru 9/10/09

Cackalacky 
Sauce 

$3.99/bottle

Hoop 
Cheese
$4.99/lb

fresh daily
Boneless, skinless 

Chicken Breasts 
$2.69/lb

Chorizo 
Sausage
$2.99/lb

We have 
Boar’s Head 

deli Meats 
and Cheeses!

all Natural 
Ground Chuck 

$2.99/lb

Cut to Order 
Ny Strip 

$6.99/lb

Cut to Order 
Pork Chops 

CeNter Cut 
$2.99/lb

Cut to Order

Whole Fresh 
Chickens
$1.29/lb

Carolina Taxi
& Shuttle
Reliable taxi service to and from 
RDU airport, Chapel Hill,
Carrboro and Durham
Student and
senior discounts!

919 883 4677 mycarolinataxi.com

Dan Ryon
Financial Advisor
205 West Main Street, Suite 101
Carrboro, NC  27510
Bus. 919-933-3191

Investments
Retirement Planning Services
Education Savings
Financial Assessments
Free Portfolio Reviews

v
v
v
v
v

Member SIPC
For more information or to order tickets

call 929.2787 x201 or go to artscenterlive.org
Arts school registrAtion now open!

Lucy Wainwright Roche w/Jocelyn Arem/FRI 9/11 (UMall)
JoJo Hermann and Sherman Ewing/TUE 9/15
John Jorgenson Quintet/FRI 9/18
Carrboro Music Festival/SUN 9/20 FREE
Jolie Holland/MON 9/21
Great Big Gone/THU 9/24 FREE Outdoor show!
Kickin Grass Band/FRI 9/25

Great Lake Swimmers/FRI 10/2
Grainne Hambly & William Jackson/FRI 10/2 (UMall)
The Iguanas/SAT 10/3
Colin Hay/SUN 10/4
Cowboy Junkies/THU 10/8 and FRI 10/9 2nd night added!
Red Molly/THU 10/15
Malcom Holcombe/FRI 10/23
Red Clay Ramblers/FRI 10/23 (Chatham Mills)
Red Clay Ramblers/SAT 10/24
NCSC Songwriting Contest/SUN 10/25
Mike Doughty/TUE 10/27 Question Jar show!

South Wing Band/SUN 11/1
April Verch Band/SAT 11/7
Steve Kimock Crazy Engine/WED 11/11
Vector Brass Quintet/SUN 11/15
John McCutcheon/SAT 11/21
The Subdudes/SUN 11/22
Robin & Linda Williams /SUN 1/10/2010

UpcoMing shows - ticKets on sAle now!

council
from page 1

Kleinschmidt said without 
evidence to the contrary, he 
would take the mayor at his 
word that the meeting to talk 
about the land purchase was 
necessary and not an attempt to 
jumpstart the selection process.

“It basically has zero to no 
effect on the process,” he said, 
adding that the nominations 
will still take place before the 
election and the nominations 
and selection after the meeting.

Some town council candi-
dates also said they were con-
cerned with the timing and 
indicated they would not put in 
an application for the seat.

John DeHart said he would 
continue “to try winning a seat 
by the electoral process.”

DeHart said the mayor’s 
decision to call a special meet-
ing and Strom’s decision to re-
sign after the filing period were 
strikingly similar.

“I think it’s more than coin-
cidental the way they timed it,” 
he said.

Penny Rich said she dis-
agreed with Strom’s timing as 
well.

“I do not know what moti-
vated Bill Strom’s decision to 
vacate his town council position 
or what influenced his timing. 
In a democracy, there is noth-
ing more fundamental than the 
right to vote and thus choose 
your representation,” Rich wrote 
in an email to The Citizen. “I 
believe his replacement should 
be decided by the citizens, and 
that is why I will not be submit-
ting my name for appointment 

to his position.”
Matt Pohlman said he’d like 

to see the council appoint a tem-
porary replacement soon.

“The current Town Council 
should appoint someone imme-
diately to fill the vacancy – stat-
ing explicitly that this position 
is to be interim until the new 
council is elected on Novem-
ber 3rd,” Pohlman wrote in an 
email response. “Once the new 
council is seated, they will se-
lect the council member to fill 
Strom’s empty seat for the dura-
tion of his term.”

Election forums scheduled
With early voting for this year’s municipal and school board elec-

tion due to start in just about a month, candidates are seeing a steady 
flow of invites to election forums.

The Sierra Club of Orange and Chatham counties already started 
its round of discussions with the candidates with a Carrboro forum 
at Town Hall Wednesday night.

Next up is a Sierra Club-sponsored forum for Chapel Hill candi-
dates on Wednesday, Sept.  9 from 7 to 9 p.m. at Chapel Hill Town 
Hall. Candidates for mayor and town council will answer questions 
prepared by the group along with questions submitted by the audi-
ence. The event will be carried live on local cable channel 18.

The Chapel Hill-Carrboro Chamber of Commerce, 
EmPOWERment Inc. and the Daily Tar Heel are 
also preparing for two days of discussions on Oct. 
7 and 8.

The Chapel Hill candidate forum will begin 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 7 at the Hargraves 
Community Center and the Carrboro can-
didate forum will begin at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 8 at Carrboro Town Hall. 1360 WCHL 
will broadcast the forums live.

Rich reaches threshold
Penny Rich’s campaign announced that she’s 

reached the required threshold for public financ-
ing. Rich is the first council candidate — and the 
only one this cycle — to apply for public funding under 
the new voter-owned elections program. In the race for mayor, 
Mark Kleinschmidt is the only candidate to opt in to the new system.

Cho adopts road
Chapel Hill Mayor candidate and town Transportation Board 

chair Augustus Cho got a little additional signage along a short stretch 
of Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard. Technically, Cho’s business, 
Augustus Cho Tae Kwon Do, adopted the section of the road near 
Estes Drive, and the candidate recently told the News & Observer it 
wasn’t political. Still, that’s some mighty nice high-traffic signage.

Foy for Senate
Kevin Foy wouldn’t be the first Capel Hill mayor to consider a bid 

for U.S. Senate. The thought, we’re told, has from time to time crossed 
the mind of state school board chair Howard Lee. Foy is making a 
little more noise about it, and is considering joining a field that will 
likely include Secretary of State Elaine Marshal, former state Sen. Cal 
Cunningham and Durham attorney Ken Lewis. To all of the candi-
dates’ chagrin, including Foy, headlines continue to read something 
along the line of “Dems still searching for top-tier candidate.”

Ceaseless amazement
This newspaper has for the most part eschewed playing up 

the all-too-typical “Carrboro is a strange place” story. We 
pretty much just have to report things straight up to 

do that anyway. Yet the recent goat debate at Town 
Hall in which the mayor and one of his challeng-

ers and a candidate for the board of aldermen 
engaged in a spirited discussion of the merits 
and disadvantages of in-town goats is a re-
minder that this town retains a unique and 
unpredictable, um, charm.

(You can read goat proponent Marianne 
Prince’s letter on the debate, “Wrong for Goats, 

wrong for Carrboro,” on page 4.)

Endorsement letters
The Carrboro Citizen welcomes endorsement let-

ters for the upcoming municipal and school board elec-
tions. We ask that you keep letters in support of individual 

candidates to 325 words and multiple candidates to 375 words.
As with our general letters policy, all letters must be accompanied 

by the author’s name, address and contact information. Typed let-
ters are preferred and email even more so. Lengthy letters written in 
longhand will become mysteriously lost.

Email letters to: editor@carrborocitizen.com
or mail them to: The Carrboro Citizen
Letters to the Editor, Box 248
Carrboro, North Carolina 27510  

 H  H  H  H  Campaign Notes H  H  H  H

Vote!

 H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H 
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Wrong on goats, wrong 
for Carrboro

I am one of many urban home-
steaders in Carrboro. My two back-
yard fainting goats have reduced 
decades of overgrown ivy and hon-
eysuckle to a non-invasive status. We 
chose fainting goats for their gentle, 
non-climbing reputation.

Goats have been allowed in Car-
rboro for decades. On Aug. 25, the 
board of aldermen voted to change the 
tract requirements for 
having two adult faint-
ing goats from 40,000 
sq. feet to 25,000 sq. 
ft, still over half of an 
acre. Mayoral candi-
date Brian Voyce and 
alderman candidate 
Sharon Cook opposed 
the amendment.

Brian Voyce contended that goats 
harbor disease and pose a threat to 
public health. A goat specialist at NC 
State’s veterinary school said the most 
common ailment they treat is worms. 
According to the 2006 N.C. Rabies 
Report: “No rabies cases were identi-
fied among the following animals … 
goats (33 submitted).”

To understand the hyperbolic nature 
of Voyce’s claims, consider that Maple 
View Farms, the State Fair, Spence’s 
Farm and the Museum of Life and Sci-
ence all have hands-on livestock and 
are among of the most popular attrac-
tions for children in our area. Parents 
understand the importance of such ex-
periences for their children.

Candidate Sharon Cook seemed 
confused about the nature of the or-

dinance, insisting that it was to “allow 
farm animals on urban properties,” 
rather than merely to tweak the lot size 
for doing so.

Brian Voyce and Sharon Cook 
seem determined to stop any kind of 
green progress, be it small livestock or 
community gardens. Carrboro resi-
dents value the diversity, sustainabil-
ity and progressive values that make 
Carrboro unique. Urban homestead-
ing is part of that charm and is a ris-
ing trend in cities from Portland to 

Austin to New York. I am thankful 
the aldermen have kept Carrboro on 
the forefront of this trend.

Marianne Prince
Carrboro

Support Brownstein
My family moved to Chapel Hill 

six and a half years ago from Florida. 
My husband and I have two children 
who attend the Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
school district.

After a recent article (8/13) on the 
candidates running for the district 
school board, I felt the need to make 
known and clarify the qualifications of 
Michelle Brownstein. 

Shell and I have known each other 
since what we call “our Binkley days.” 
I was new to the public school system, 
which one of my children was entering 

that year. I noticed that she was very 
knowledgeable and understanding of 
my questions and concerns. Since then, 
I have had the pleasure to work with 
Shell in many ways.

When I joined the Parent Advocacy 
Committee at Mary Scroggs Elemen-
tary, I came to understand her deep in-
volvement in the community’s educa-
tion system. Shell always pushed for the 
“betterment for all the children,” from 
spearheading an expansion of the play-
ground to making sure all the kids got 

enough P.E. time. Her 
ability to stay on task 
and focus was, and still 
is, her strongest trade-
mark.

Although Shell has 
the experience and 
knowledge to advocate 

for children with special needs (wheth-
er academically gifted or with learning 
disabilities), her top focus and concern 
is to facilitate ALL children achieving 
their potential.

Just like Shell, I have volunteered 
on many committees and have been a 
room parent in my children’s classes. If 
there is one person I would trust to do 
the right thing, it’s Shell. I am confi-
dent that when Shell sits on the school 
board, she will be working and look-
ing out for all the children, not just one 
segment.

I only hope that our district’s voters 
take the time to make an educated de-
cision. 

Marla Miller
Chapel Hill
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For the record

Not so quiet
in the tropics

Experience tells us that this is the time 
of year when it’s a good idea to pay some 
attention to what’s going on in the ocean 
to our southeast. It’s a little deceptive that 
the official start of hurricane season starts 
on June 1. During a slower than normal 
season like this one, you can get lulled into 
complacency.

So here’s a reminder that the period of 
time from early September to early Octo-
ber has seen some of the worst storms in 
our local history.

Fran, a category 3 when it hit the coast, 
roared into southern Orange County on 
Sept. 5, 1996, packing 90 mile per hour 
winds.

Hazel was still a category 3 when it 
passed over Chapel Hill on Oct. 15, 1954.

The damage from both storms was 
substantial — a huge swath of downed 
trees, lost power and homes, businesses and 
croplands in ruins.

Living through something like that 
teaches one the simple elegance of the old 
Boy Scout motto: Be prepared. In this case, 
that means three things — a hurricane kit, 
an eye on the tropics and a family emer-
gency plan.

It doesn’t take long to put a hurricane 
kit together, and having one around can 
come in handy during, say, an ice storm. 
The basics are water, batteries, medicines, 
first-aid supplies and some way to cook. 
You can read the official list at redcross.
org. Our advice is to always have too much 
water — fill the tub — you’d be surprised 
how much you use. 

The family emergency plan should 
include a set meeting place and alterna-
tive ways to contact each other or check 
in, such as a friend or relative out of the 
storm’s reach.

To learn more about emergency 
preparedness in Orange County and for 
additional tips and links, visit the county’s 
site at co.orange.nc.us/ems/Emergencypre-
paredness.asp

You might want to do that fairly soon. 
We hear the surf is up in the Cape Verdes.

endorsement	
letters

The Carrboro Citizen welcomes let-
ters of endorsement for candidates in 
the 2009 municipal and school board 
elections.

We ask that you keep letters in 
support of individual candidates to 
325 words and multiple candidates to 
375 words.

As with our general letters policy 
all letters must be accompanied by 
the author’s name, address and con-
tact information. We will publish one 
letter per author per month. Typed 
letters are preferred and email even 
more so. Lengthy letters written in 
longhand will become mysteriously 
lost.

submissions:

E-mail:
letters to editor@carrborocitizen.com

mail:
The Carrboro Citizen
Letters to the Editor
Box 248
Carrboro, NC 27510

Was 2000-2007 
the U.S.’s new 
Gilded Age? 
Try platinum.

Elaine Mejia

In American history, the “Gilded 
Age” refers to the late 19th Century pe-
riod in which the nation’s population 
grew rapidly, along with the wealth 
and excesses of America’s upper class. 
The wealth gap between the richest and 
poorest Americans soared as corporate 
“robber barons” hoarded vast fortunes. 
After a brief improvement during the 
Progressive Era, the Gilded Age wealth 
disparities returned during the 1920s 
and peaked immediately before the 
infamous stock market crash that pre-
cipitated the Great Depression.

If we continue with the metallic 
monikers, we might well refer to the pe-
riod just prior to the current recession – 
the period from 2000 to 2007 – as “the 
Platinum Age.” During that period, the 
income gap in the United States grew to 
historic proportions, with an astonish-
ing share of the nation’s wealth falling 
into the hands of a tiny elite.

A recently released research paper 
from the University of California shows 
that in 2007, the top .01 percent of 
American earners took home 6 percent 
of total U.S. wages – nearly twice as 
much as in 2000. The top 10 percent of 
American earners pulled in 49.7 percent 
of total wages, a level that, according to 
the research paper, “is higher than any 
other year since 1917 and even surpasses 
1928, the peak of the stock market bub-
ble in the ‘roaring’ 1920s.”

Figures for North Carolina’s income 
patterns for 2007 haven’t been released 
yet, but the data through 2006 suggests 
that our state’s inequality is tracking, if 
not outpacing, the national trend. In 
2006, the average income of the top 
5 percent of income earners in North 
Carolina was 12 times greater than the 
bottom 20 percent of income earners, or 
$197,000 compared to just $16,000.

This growing disparity undermines 
the ability of low-income families to 
move into the middle class and of 
middle-class families to accumulate 
the assets needed to weather economic 
downturns and financial troubles such 
as illness or job loss. And, during the 
Platinum Age, the federal government’s 
actions only exacerbated the problem.

During the 2000 to ‘07 period, tax 
cuts for the rich, enacted at the behest 
of President Bush, made the federal tax 
system much less progressive than at 
any time in recent history, and the evi-
dence is clear that this windfall for the 
well-off did not trickle down to work-
ing families.

However, tax policy can be one of 
the government’s most powerful tools 
for closing the income gap. At the end 
of this year, Congress will face critical 
decisions about how to deal with the 
2001 and 2003 tax cuts. In particular, 
legislators will decide whether income 
from investments really deserves to be 
taxed at roughly half the rate as that 
of income from actual work. The fate 
of the estate tax – instituted by Teddy 
Roosevelt to “break up the swollen for-
tunes of the rich” – will likely also be 
up for debate.

Here in North Carolina, the Gener-
al Assembly can do a lot to address the 
income disparity. Legislative leaders say 
they will hold hearings and town-hall-
style forums to discuss how the state 
should modernize the tax system – a 
move that is widely considered badly 
needed and long overdue. Changes 
currently under consideration include 
broadening the sales tax to include ser-
vices and applying the income tax to a 
broader swath of income and then low-
ering tax rates across the board. These 
are all changes that, if done wisely, 
could stabilize the tax system and make 
it fairer to working families.

However, the state can and should do 
more to boost the wages of working fam-
ilies. Increasing the state Earned Income 
Tax Credit would put more money into 
the pockets of many low- and middle-in-
come families with children. State lead-
ers should also consider creating a tax 
credit for low-income people who don’t 
benefit from the EITC, such as those on 
fixed incomes or without children.

It is high time that elected officials 
put the interests of working families 
first by using tax policy to create op-
portunity and protect the assets of 
middle- and low-income workers. If 
not, the Platinum Age will return in 
full force as the economy recovers. And 
what comes after platinum anyway? 
Titanium? Whatever it is, we don’t 
want to go there.

Elaine Mejia is the director of the 
N.C. Budget and Tax Center.
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Urban homesteading is part of that charm and 
is a rising trend in cities from Portland to Austin to 
New York. I am thankful the aldermen have kept 

Carrboro on the forefront of this trend.

Test scores are up? Kind of? Maybe?
Steve Peha

This past school year, almost every 
school in North Carolina made test 
score gains in reading, math and science. 
So what accounted for this? Did we:

(A) implement new instructional 
methods?

(B) lengthen the school day or the 
school year?

(C) buy more computers?
(D) none of the above.
The correct answer is “D: none of 

the above.” But something important 
did change, and it accounted for a sig-
nificant percentage of the gains.

On Aug. 6, 2009, the Department 
of Public Instruction put out a press 
release entitled “ABCs Results Released 
For 2008-09 School Year; Retesting 
Benefits K-8 Schools.” Whoa there! 
What’s this retesting? And how much 
did K-8 schools benefit from it?

Retesting is just what it says it is: Kids 
who don’t pass the test the first time get 
to take it again. The state uses only the 
highest of the two scores for official mea-
surement purposes. So how big was the 
retesting effect? Here’s what the North 
Carolina Department of Public Instruc-
tion said in the Aug. 6 release:

“In mathematics, the retest moved 
the percent proficient from 72 percent 
to 79.9 percent. In reading, the percent 
proficient went from 58.5 percent to 
67.5 percent. In science, the change was 
10 percentage points – from 54 percent 
proficient before retesting to 64 percent 
with retesting included.”

Looks like the state improved by 
roughly eight points in math, nine 
points in reading and 10 points in sci-
ence, simply as a result of giving kids a 
second shot at the test. With state scores 
in the 50s, 60s and 70s, this increase 
seems quite significant to me. So what 
does this mean?

It could mean that the tests are not 
very reliable. It could mean that prior 
familiarity with the test produces a sig-
nificant advantage. It could mean that 
test takers were more comfortable or 
more diligent the second time around. 
It could mean a little bit of all three. 

One thing these retest increases do 
not mean, however, is that kids got any 
smarter between test #1 and test #2. So 
what’s going on here?

When the tests were first constructed 
over a decade or ago, they were inten-
tionally created to be very easy to pass. 
In fact, according to a variety of com-
parison studies, North Carolina’s tests 
were almost the easiest in the nation. 
As a result, kids passed them easily and 
scores zoomed up. Then, over the last 
three years, the reading and math tests 
were made more difficult. This caused 
scores to go down.

Now retesting has been introduced. 
Obviously, allowing retesting makes the 
tests easier to pass. What does all this 
mean? It means we now have harder tests 
that are easier. What does that mean?

I have no idea.
At this point, it is virtually impos-

sible, even with detailed test score data, 
for anyone to know if or by how much 
students have improved in reading and 
math since testing began. And now that 
retesting will be included this coming 
year, and probably in all years thereafter, 
it seems that we will be forever wonder-
ing whether our kids are getting smart or 
just getting smart about taking tests.

When all this testing began, we 
were promised two important things: 
that we’d know whether our kids 
were getting smarter and what to do 
about it if they weren’t. When tests 
start out easy, then are made harder, 
then are made easier again, instead of 
getting these two things, what we get 
is confusion.

And yet, DPI thinks just the op-
posite:

“State Board of Education Chair-
man Bill Harrison said that this year’s 
data give North Carolinians a clear pic-
ture of how well schools are perform-
ing. By including retest results, we can 
see the number of students who are able 
to score proficient and demonstrate they 
are ready for the next grade level. I am 
pleased that we can give schools credit 
for this accomplishment.”

A clear picture of how well schools 
are performing? This situation seems 
more than a little muddy to me. And 
since I couldn’t find out why the retest-
ing option was offered this year, I’m 
forced to use my own student-achieve-
ment sleuthing skills.

It seems to me that the kids who 
would benefit most from retesting 
would be those who just missed pass-
ing by a few points. How many points 
exactly? Probably the number of points 
in the test’s Standard Error of Measure-
ment, or SEM. I can imagine a savvy 
statistician noticing after the tests got 
harder that many kids fell just below the 
passing level but within the SEM. Why 
not give those kids a second shot, when 
we know that their scores are likely to 
go up just enough to have them pass?

So what do we know? Obviously, re-
testing inflates scores. And obviously, the 
state feels this somehow gives “a clear pic-
ture of how well schools are performing”? 
But does it? Really? As someone who has 
followed state test scores pretty closely 
for the last five years, I don’t have a clear 
picture of how well schools are perform-
ing. What I have is a clear picture of how 
easily test scores can be manipulated, 
whether kids are learning or not.

Steve Peha is founder and president 
of Carrboro-based Teaching That Makes 
Sense Inc.
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cryptoquote answer:
 There are so many lessons to be learned from our elders.  That’s what this book is, a 

way of paying homage to the people who came before us. - Valerie Schwartz, on her 
new book “Remembering Chapel Hill: The Twentieth Century as We Lived it”
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The Framers Corner, Inc
Distinctive, museum quality picture frame design

M-F 10am - 6pm Sat 10am-2pm

theframerscorner.com
108 W Main St  Carrboro

Est. 1981
Full Service 
Frame Shop

919-929-3166

Quality, detailed cleaning with 
your preferences in mind.

Trustworthy, reliable, own 
equipment, great rates.

Long-term original clients
since 1992

Service above and
beyond “the basics”

Clean house + happiness 
guaranteed!

Located In Historic Downtown Durham

326 West Geer Street 
Durham, NC  27701

919-688-1500
Showroom Hours

Mon-Fri 8a-6p • Sat 9a-5p
www.commongroundgreen.com

YOLO 
COLORHOUSE
LABOR 
DAY SALE!
Add a little color to your 
home this fall at a great price
BUY 3 GALLONS OF PAINT – 
GET ONE GALLON FREE!

Breathe easy knowing zero-VOC, 
non-toxic YOLO is safe for your 
family to live with from the day 
you paint it on.

HURRY – SALE ENDS 
September 8th 2009

YOLO CARBORRO August09:Layout 1  8/19/09  2:49 PM  Page 1

Carrboro Family Medicine

RECENTLY
from page 1

“We receive several calls a 
night,” said Brandie Ambler 
Revoy, a volunteer dedicated 
to fundraising for FVPC. 
The Ohio-born, Indiana-ed-
ucated stay-at-home mother 
of two (Jack, 3, and Ales-
sandra, 17 months) has been 
volunteering with different 
local nonprofits since she and 
her family moved here from 
London in January. Like her 
husband, Jeff, who works at 
CenturyLink, Revoy, 34, en-
joyed a career in technology 
(management and market-
ing). 

“I’m interested in the 
agency; I’m a big supporter 
of preventing and ending 
domestic violence, and I’m 
extremely impressed with 
Beverly.” 

The idea for the yard sale 
came out of a statement Ken-
nedy made one day. 

“Beverly said, ‘I’ve just 
moved and have a lot of nice 
things I can’t use anymore,’” 
Revoy said. “We polled the 
board and they all had some-
thing they could contrib-
ute.” 

The idea of a yard sale 
grew into reality when the 
venue was secured. 

“University Mall was very 
generous and offered to allow 
us to use space at a greatly re-
duced price,” Revoy said. 

The mall offered the very 
same space where the Vin-

tage Faire Upmarket Tag Sale 
benefiting the Mental Health 
Association of Orange Coun-
ty was held last year and will 
be this year (Oct. 3 and 4; see 
mhaorangeco.org), so savvy 
shoppers will find University 
Mall offering even more than 
usual this fall. 

“We’d like to thank the 
Mental Health Association 
organizers for advice and 
suggestions that they pro-
vided based on the success of 
their annual Vintage Faire,” 
Revoy said, noting her hopes 
for their success as well. “As 
we need more money be-
cause of state and federal 
cuts, there’s less to get from 
other resources. It’s challeng-
ing for everyone.” 

But perhaps not as much 
so as for the clients of both 
agencies. As Revoy said, “As 
money is harder to get, ser-
vices are even more in de-
mand. People are lashing out 
in other ways.”

If you have items you’d 
like to donate, like new or 
gently used household goods, 
electronics (including cell 
phones), collectibles, books 
and clothing, call 929-3872 
or send an email to yardsale@
FVPCOC.org . To donate 
large furniture and high-end 
items to Vintage Faire, call 
942-8083. 

Giving what you can then 
shopping for what you need 
or desire benefits us all. 

Contact Valarie Schwartz 
at 923-3746 or valariekays@
mac.com

boa
from page 1

To comply, Kille must de-
activate the electrical service in 
her apartment to ensure it’s un-
livable. The town is allowed to 
inspect the property without a 
search warrant to make sure she 
is in compliance.

If Kille does not comply with 
the terms of the agreement, the 
town will have the right to file a 
new motion of contempt and to 
require the payment of $10,000 
in civil penalties. 

T.C. Morphis is the town at-
torney who has spent the most 
time on this case.

“I think both sides entered 
into this agreement in good 
faith, he said. “We’re trying to 

resolve this.”
Morphis said deactivating the 

electricity instead of disassem-
bling the apartment was a com-
promise agreement. This way, 
Kille could make her apartment 
comply with land-use ordinance 
codes at a later date.

Dickson Phillips, Kille’s at-
torney, was not available for 
comment.

The board was also updated 
at Tuesday’s meeting on the 
progress of the Bolin Creek Gre-
enway and Morgan Creek Gre-
enway projects.

Extra miles have been added 
to the Bolin Creek trail plan for 
a greenway along Jones Creek, 
and the cost is estimated to ex-
ceed the funds available for the 
project. The planning budget for 

the greenways was $145,000 and 
the construction budget is $1.6 
million.

The Greenways Commission 
will ask the federal government 
for funding through the Conges-
tion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement Program. 

There will be a workshop for 
the Bolin Creek Greenway on 
Sept. 21 at 6 p.m. at the Cen-
tury Center. A workshop for the 
Morgan Creek Greenway will be 
held at a later date.

Randy Dodd, the Town of 
Carrboro’s environmental plan-
ner, said it’s important to con-
tinue further outreach to neigh-
borhoods to conceptualize these 
developments.

In other action at the meet-
ing:

A public hearing was set for 
Sept. 22 for a modification to 
the Winmore Subdivision condi-
tional use permit. If the modifi-
cation is then approved, the per-
mit will allow the construction 
of a 10,160-foot daycare center.

The board also approved 
a temporary street closing for 
St. Joseph CME Church. The 
church will be hosting “Frange-
lism in the Park” on Sept. 12 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Broad 
Street between Fowler and Hill 
streets will be closed for the 
event. About 600 people are ex-
pected to be in attendance.

Richard Perry was appointed 
as a town representative to the 
Orange County Human Rela-
tions Commission.

Karen Shelton
Karen Shelton died at her 

home in Carrboro on Sunday, 
August 9, 2009. She was born in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina on 
February 3, 1948. 

She is survived by her son, Ari 
Jacobson Picker, and daughter-
in-law, Gini Bell, in Carrboro; 
her daughter, Alexandria Rachel 
Allen, and granddaughter, Alexy 
Allen, in Arizona; her sister and 
brother-in-law, Cecyle and Rick 

Thomas, in Virginia, and nieces, 
Lisa Bender and Kristen Hughes; 
her sister and brother-in-law, 
Libby and John Shaw in Penn-
sylvania, and nephews, Jeremy 
and Jonathan Shaw; her sister 
and brother-in-law, Nancy and 
Jim Leroy, in Pennsylvania, and 
niece, Anna, and grand-nephew 
Kurgan, and nephew, Zachary. 
Her son, Ari, founded and com-
poses for the musical ensemble 
Lost in the Trees.

  Obituaries
Karen was a painter and fabric 

artist for twenty-five years, sup-
porting herself and her son with 
her artwork. She graduated with 
honors from college with de-
grees in art and psychology. She 
attended the University of West 
Virginia and Tyler School of Art 
in Philadelphia to do graduate 
work in fine art. Karen was the 
recipient of artistic grants and 
participated in the widely ac-
claimed American Craft Show 
in Baltimore.

From 1999 through 2008, 
Karen owned and ran Sizl Gal-
lery, located at 405-A E. Main 
St. in Carrboro. At Sizl, Karen 
showed local and international 
fine artists. She worked with 
Aaron Nelson, director of Cha-
pel Hill/Carrboro Chamber of 
Commerce, to initiate Carrboro’s 
2ndFriday Artwalk. Karen had a 
wide circle of friends in the art-
ist community, helping many 
of them develop a following 
through shows at her gallery.

Mary Russell Thomas
Mary Russell Thomas of 

Chapel Hill died on August 29, 
2009 at Carolina Meadows. 

She was born in Asuit, Egypt 
on December 14, 1916, the sec-
ond child of Charles and Mar-
garet Russell. She spent most of 
her childhood in Egypt, where 
her American parents taught. 
She was educated at Goucher 
College (Baltimore, Md.), Co-
lumbia University (New York 
City) and the University of 
North Carolina. 

In New Haven, Conn., on 
June 7, 1941, she was married to 
Henry Carrison Thomas, and 
together they raised three chil-
dren, in both New Haven and 
Chapel Hill. Mrs. Thomas was 
a professional medical librarian, 
serving for many years in the 
library of the UNC School of 
Medicine. She was also an avid 
reader, particularly of British 
mysteries, and in her retirement 
enjoyed a literary tour of Great 
Britain. 

She was, for many years, a 
parishioner of the Chapel of the 
Cross, participating in charita-
ble efforts there and elsewhere. 

Throughout her life a loving 
and giving person, she was al-
ways mindful of the needs of 
others, particularly those less 
fortunate. 

Mrs. Thomas was prede-
ceased by her brother and her 
husband. She is survived by 
her three children: Mary Ann 
Thomas, married to Stephen 
Handel (Bar Harbor, Maine), 
Henry Thomas, married to 
Linda King (Chapel Hill), and 
Frances Thomas (Chicago, Ill.); 
and three grandchildren: Mark 
Handel, Elizabeth Thomas and 
Jordan Thomas. 

Margaret Moore
Mrs. Moore, 88, died on Au-

gust 26, 2009. Born in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, Peggy grew up 
in Yonkers, N.Y. She graduated 
from Stephens College in 1939, 
Katherine Gibbs School in 1940 
and UNC-Chapel Hill in 1946.  
Peggy was the eldest daugh-
ter of the late James Henry 
and Margaret DeBell Moseley. 
She is survived by her only sis-
ter, Louise Moseley MacKen-
zie, a resident of the Village of 
Brookwood in Burlington. She 
is also survived by a son, Rich-
ard A. Parker, of Burlington 
and a daughter, Margaret Anne 
Collins, and husband, Alan, 
of Charlotte, N.C. Also sur-
viving are five grandchildren: 
Philip Parker; Grace Bradshaw, 
and husband, Rick; Becky 
Parker; Weston Collins; and 
Patricia Collins; and one great-
grandchild, Amber Bradshaw.  
Peggy was a golf enthusiast, 
playing golf most of her life 
at Alamance Country Club 
and later in life at Chapel Hill 
Country Club, where she en-
joyed being a resident of Caro-
lina Meadows in Chapel Hill, 
N.C. There she married Ray-
mond John Moore, who died 
in 1996. She was a member of 
the Alamance County Service 
League and was active with the 
Red Cross and bloodmobiles 
while living in Burlington. She 
was a member of Church of the 
Holy Comforter in Burling-
ton and Chapel of the Cross in 
Chapel Hill, N.C.

Karen Shelton
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ThreeTreasures Acupuncture

Acupuncture, Herbs & Homeopathy
The Healing Power of Nature

919 . 259 . 9320919 . 259 . 9320
www.threetreasuresacupuncture.comwww.threetreasuresacupuncture.com

304 W. Weaver St304 W. Weaver St

  601 west main
   636-5909
cycle9.comcycle

 Ride your 

 bike more 

Shop Local.
Advertise Local.

Advertise in 

The Carrboro Citizen

Contact: Marty Cassady 

919.942.2100 

marty@carrborocitizen.com

CHHS volunteer 
coordinator wanted 

This year’s annual Parent 
Forum will be held at Cha-
pel Hill High School. The 
forum is a parent education 
panel discussion presented in 
cooperation with all the Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro Schools. Each 
year a relevant topic is selected 
and then professional panel-
ists are chosen. A volunteer 
CHHS parent is needed to 
work with the representatives 
from ECHHS and CHS to 
help organize and publicize 
the forum, which is usually 
held in February. If you would 
like more information about 
this volunteer opportunity, 
contact Lynn Lehmann at 
charliemax@aol.com

 College fair
The annual CHCCS & 

Orange County High Schools 
College Fair will be Tuesday, 
Sept. 22, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
at the Dean Smith Center on 
UNC’s campus. The fair is 
targeted toward juniors and 
seniors, but anyone can attend.

Chapel Hill High 
School PTSA	
open house

The CHHS PTSA open 
house has been rescheduled for 
Sept. 10 at 6:10 p.m. The open 
house is the time for parents to 
meet Principal Dingle, as well 
as CHHS administrators and 
counselors.  Parents will follow 
their childs’ schedule and meet 
their teachers. Also available 
will be PTSA memberships, 
PALS memberships, Booster 
Club memberships, CHHS 

spirit wear and information on 
many ways to become in-
volved and support CHHS.  

Parent volunteers 
wanted

Parents interested in volun-
teering in their child’s school 
or another local school an 
hour or two each week during 
the school day should visit 
chccs.k12.nc.us. 

Positions include a school 
reading partner, ESL volun-
teer, writing coach or general 
classroom volunteer help-
ing in any grade level with 
math, science, social studies, 
home economics, physical 
education, special needs, art, 
music, language arts or foreign 
language. 

There are specific requests 
from teachers listed in the 
volunteer office in Lincoln 
Center. For more information, 
call 967-8211 x28281 or email 
volunteer@chccs.k12.nc.us 

Training for specific pro-
grams that require it is avail-
able in September. 

Board to decide	
on budget changes

The Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
City Board of Education will 
review its budget plans at its 
Sept. 3 meeting at the Chapel 
Hill Town Hall in light of the 
fact that the recently passed 
budget includes discretionary 
reductions and state and local 
amendments.

The board also will be up-
dated on the status of the Car-
rboro High School Arts Wing. 
After receiving an initial allo-
cation of $1,916,783.72 from 
the state, the district submit-
ted another application for an 
additional $2,660,516.28. If 
received, the additional money 
would complete the original 
project estimate. The board 
anticipates that it will find out 
if the money was rewarded in 

mid-September, in time for 
it to be discussed at the Sept. 
15 Orange County Board of 
Commissioners meeting.

The North Carolina De-
partment of Transportation 
will request to use the drain-
age on the McDougle Middle 
School campus to facilitate the 
road and sidewalk improve-
ments as part of its plan to 
widen Old Fayetteville Road 
and install sidewalks from the 
intersection at N.C. 54 north 
to McDougle. The NCDOT 
has offered $600 as payment. 
The board will be asked to 
authorize this request Thurs-
day night.

Also at the meeting, the 
board will adopt local guide-
lines concerning the Gradua-
tion Project or an alternative 
to it.  The board also will 
reconsider the service learn-
ing requirement in light of its 
decision on the Graduation 
Project.

The Board of Education 
meeting is a 6 p.m. closed 
session.

School Briefs

Elementary 
fri 9/4 — Cheese Pizza; Sausage 
Pizza; Turkey & Cheese Wrap; 
Garden Salad w/Dressing; Tradi-
tional Mixed Vegetables; Chilled 
Pineapple Tidbits

MON 8/31 —  
LABOR DAY NO SCHOOL

TUE 9/8 — Pork BBQ on a Bun; 
Macaroni & Cheese w/Wheat 
Roll; “Fun on the Run”; Coleslaw; 
Green Beans; Chilled Pears

WED 9/9 — Cheese Pizza; 
Pepperoni Pizza; Turkey Hot Dog 
w/Chili on Wheat Bun; Garden 
Peas; Fruited Gelatin; Fresh 
Banana

THU 9/10 — Turkey & Cheese 
Sub on Wheat; Mozzarella 
Cheese Sticks w/Marinara; Dip-
ping Sauce; “Fun on the Run”; 
Lettuce & Tomato Salad; Broccoli 
w/Cheese Sauce; Fresh Orange 
Wedges

HIGH SCHOOL 
fri 9/4 — Spaghetti & Meat 
Sauce w/Garlic Bread; Hot Dog 
w/Chili on Wheat Bun; Coleslaw; 
California Mixed Vegetables; 
Blueberry Cobbler

MON 8/31 —  
LABOR DAY NO SCHOOL

TUE 9/8 — Beef & Macaroni 
w/Wheat Roll; Chicken Tacos 
w/Salsa, Lett., Tom. and Cheese; 
Seasoned Pinto Beans; Mexicali 
Corn; Fresh Orange Wedges

WED 9/9 — Fruit & Yogurt 
Plate; Chicken Tenders w/Wheat 
Roll; Seasoned Green Beans; 
Steamed Carrots; Chilled Fruit 
Cocktail

THU 9/10 — Herb-baked 
Chicken w/Wheat Roll; Cheese 
Quesadilla w/Salsa; Mashed Po-
tatoes; Seasoned Turnip Greens; 
Chilled Mandarin Oranges

MENUS

Culbreth Middle
Susan Wells, Principal

225 Culbreth Road

Chapel Hill, NC  27516

929-7161 - 695 students

chccs.k12.nc.us/culbreth

Teacher of the Year:  Robert Bales

McDougle Middle
Debra Scott, Principal

900 Old Fayetteville Road

Chapel Hill, NC  27516

933-1556 - 648 students

chccs.k12.nc.us/mcdmidl

Teacher of the Year: Redmond Grigg

Phillips Middle
Cicily McCrimmon, Principal

606 N. Estes Drive

Chapel Hill, NC  27514

929-2188 - 680 students

chccs.k12.nc.us/phillips

Teacher of the Year:  Jon Beyle

Smith Middle
Valerie Reinhardt, Principal

9201 Seawell School Road

Chapel Hill, NC  27516

918-2145 - 659 students

chccs.k12.nc.us/smith

Teacher of the Year:  Jonte Hill

Susan Wells

Robert Bales

Debra Scott

Redmond Grigg

Cicily McCrimmon

Jon Beyle

Valerie Reinhardt

Jonte Hill

School Snapshots: Culbreth, McDougle, Smith & Phillips Middle Schools

read us 
online

carrbobo 
citizen 

.com
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Orange County has always 
been a place where runners flour-
ish. There are a number of races 
(both road and trail), enough 
teams where anyone can find a 
place and even a local running 
celebrity – former Olympian Joan 
Nesbit Mabe.

It’s therefore fitting that there 
will be an Orange County Cross 
Country championship this year 
for the first time in over a decade.

Carrboro, Chapel Hill, East 
Chapel Hill, Orange and Ce-
dar Ridge all will be fighting for 
the title of best team in Orange 
County — a title that will come 
with a lot of clout.

Adding further to the excite-
ment of the meet is the fact that 
many of the runners will have 
taken the SAT earlier that day.

“It will be a great way for the 
kids to let off steam and com-
pete,” said Ron Olsen, Chapel 
Hill coach and event coordina-
tor.

But before that event, and 
after, the teams will need to con-
centrate on their own seasons. 
Some big names have graduated, 
so the high school cross country 
landscape should look a little dif-
ferent this year.

Carrboro High School
Like the rest of the Carrboro 

sports teams, the first couple of 
years were a struggle for the cross 
country Jaguars, with a smaller 
and younger pool of athletes to 
work from than the rest of the 
area high schools. But in its third 
year, Carrboro is looking to fi-
nally set a tone in the Carolina 9 
Conference.

“We have a lot of experienced 
runners now,” Coach Jay Crook-
er said. “Some of them have 
been with us for two years, and 
it really makes a big difference 
in terms of the amount of miles 
they can run over the summer, 

the experience level they come in 
with each season, and they pret-
ty much know the courses we’re 
running.”

Crooker said that experi-
ence is especially helpful when 
it comes to the veteran players 
helping the younger kids get ac-
climated to the grueling cross 
country season.

Who’s gone: For the girls, 
Kristina Witcher was a standout 
runner for Carrboro last year, and 
her graduation will put a dent in 
Carrboro’s top times. For the 
boys, Ben Gregory’s graduation 
will also leave a hole that needs 
to be filled. Not only were those 
runners fast and consistent, they 
were unwavering leaders as part 
of CHS’s first graduating class.

Who’s here: She’s only a 
sophomore, but Laura Hamon 
is expected to step up and try to 
fill Witcher’s prodigious running 
shoes. For the boys, Elliot Pahel-
Short and Jordan Thomas are 

two strong returning runners.
Expectations: Crooker said 

he expects both the boys and 
the girls teams to make the state 
championships, but it’s really 
still too early to tell until after 
the first month or so of running 
in a competitive setting.

Chapel Hill High School
Not many teams have the 

luxury of having a three-time 
state champion runner on the 
roster, and now the Tigers are no 
longer one of those teams.

The loss of Taylor Gilland, 
now running at Virginia, will 
surely be felt: Gilland was truly 
one of those once-in-a-lifetime 
type performers. But Coach Ol-
sen said he still expects the team 
to be strong.

When asked which runners 
he thinks will step up and make 
a big impact this year, the list 
was far too long to include.

That kind of attitude bodes 

well for the Chapel Hill boys 
and girls teams, who have al-
ready placed first and third, re-
spectively, at their first meet of 
the season.

Who’s gone: In addition to 
Gilland graduating, Molly Spen-
cer’s consistent top-tier scoring 
for the Tigers will be missed.

Who’s here: Standouts 
should include Lindsay Savelli 
and Meg Duffy for the girls and 
Kyle Villemain and Asher Col-
burn-Hertzberg for the boys.

Expectations: Though a long 
season lies ahead, it’s not going 
out on a limb to say the Tigers 
should be a force to be reckoned 
with in the playoff meets.

East Chapel Hill
East will be facing the chal-

lenge of improving on a stellar 
performance from last year.

Of course, coaches always try to 
downplay the good and accentu-
ate the bad in trying to inspire the 
team to be better, but Coach Steve 
Marquis will have more trouble 
than most finding the bad in a 
girls team that won the 4A State 
Championship last year – not such 
a bad problem to have.

The boys will have to step it 
up to keep pace with the girls 
this year, and both teams won 
their first match against Jordan 
last week.

Who’s here: Carolyn Baskir 
is one of the top girls’ runners 
in the state, if not the top, and 
having her back as a senior will 
have an immeasurable effect on 
the Wildcats. For the boys, Sam 
Marks and Sam Miner are  two 
of the team’s top runners.

Expectations: If Baskir stays 
healthy, there’s no reason to 
think she can’t perform at the 
same high level as last year, and 
both East teams will be looking 
to make a statement in the Or-
ange County championship.

CLASSIFIED RATES 
$5.00/issue for up to 15 words. Words over 15: 

$0.35/word/issue. Place your classified ad online 
until MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

real estate 
& classifieds

Place YOUR ad 24/7!! 
www.carrborocitizen.com/classifieds

free web listing!
Your classified ad will be published 

on our high-traffic website 
just as it appears in the printed version 

of The Carrboro Citizen

CITIZEN 
CLASSIFIEDS 

WORK
FOR  YOU!

Homes for Sale

Close to New Hope Cor-
ridor, $124,900. Two Story 
Townhouse. Deer out back. Pool, 
tennis, pond. Park like setting. 122 
Twisted Oak Place, Durham. www.
cb-wm.com 

Contemporary Bungalow 
nestled on a wooded acre lot south of 
Carrboro. Rocking chair front porch, 
hardwood floors, vaulted ceilings, 
nice kitchen, mud/laundry room, 
deck. PERFECT FOR FIRST TIME 
HOMEBUYERS! $185,000 Weaver 
Street Realty 929-5658 

dogwood acres home Wonder-
ful screened porch, master bedroom 
addition, updated kitchen w/one-of-a-
kind wine storage space. Solar water 
heater. Adjoins path to new Southern 
Community Park. $250,000 Weaver 
Street Realty 929-5658 

executive home on 12.5 
acres Secluded setting, private 
spring-fed pond, high end finishes. 
Walk-out basement with FP. Large 
windows throughout the home cap-
ture the beautiful setting. $485,900 
Weaver Street Realty 929-5658 

quality brick home One level, 
open floorplan. Perfect kitchen with 
ample storage space, lovely sunroom 
that opens to nice screened porch. 
Wonderful owners’ suite. Hardwood 
floors, heavy crown molding through-
out. Very nice indeed. $398,000 
Weaver Street Realty 929-5658 

Sweet cottage in the woods 
Updated w/new oak floors, new 
butcherblock counters, lighting fix-
tures, interior paint. Cool bathroom. 
Bonus room w/teak floors. Great 
deck w/arbor. 10 mins to Farmers 
Market. $189,500 Weaver Street Re-
alty 929-5658 

Services

Wholistic facials Cori Roth, 
Licensed Esthetician(#E3914) & 
Certified Dr. Hauschka Esthetician. 
Offering facials featuring lymph 
stimulation, aromatherapeutic 
compresses, decollete massage 
and treatments designed for spe-
cific skin conditions. Very healing 
and relaxing. Contact: 919-933-
4748 or www.divinerose.com 

Notices

Lawrence Craig Jewelry 
Designs starting business for vend-
ing at craft fairs as Lawrence Craig 
Jewelry Designs 

Volunteers

Sustain Foundation is a 
growing non-profit seeking passion-
ate/committed individuals to serve 
on board. Requirements: monthly 
meetings and informed participation. 
More info: sustainfoundation@gmail.
com 

FREE

Love Dogs? Visit us at
TriangleDogForum.com 

Fall Is For Planting!
The North Carolina Botanical Garden’s Annual

FA LL  P LA N T  S A LE
Saturday, September 12, 9 am–noon

Support our ConServation Garden . . . find perfeCt plantS for your Garden

A wide selection of perennial wildflowers, vines, shrubs, trees and ferns—all 
native to the southeastern U.S. and grown here at our garden.  With plants that 

are great for butterflies, drought-tolerant species, unusual woody landscape plants, 
and fall bloomers for sun and shade, there will be something for everyone!

Off Fordham Blvd (15-501/54 Bypass) at Old Mason Farm Rd, Chapel Hill
919.962.0522        ncbg.unc.edu

Mill buzz + cool stuff
carrborocitizen.com/mill

blog

Area cross country teams set to compete

Carrboro High Scores:
Football: Aug. 28: Orange 
28–Carrboro 7
Soccer: Aug. 31: Chapel Hill 
3–Carrboro 0 
Carrboro set the pace for most 
of the game but was unable to 
score. Two goals by Chipper 
Root and another by Alex Steiner 
sealed the deal for the Tigers.
Field Hockey: Aug. 28: Chapel 
Hill 4-Carrboro 1

East Chapel Hill High 
Scores:
Football: Aug. 28: Cardinal Gib-
bons34–East 7
Field Hockey: Aug. 27: East 
2–Forsyth County Day 0
Soccer: Aug. 27: East 3-Durham 
Academy 0
Chris Jaques scored all three 
goals for the Wildcats, rounding 
out a week in which he scored 
five overall.

Chapel Hill High 
Scores:
Volleyball: Aug. 27: v. Riverside: 
21-25, 25-17, 25-13, 25-19, win.
Soccer: Aug. 27: Sanderson 5-
Chapel Hill 1
Cross Country: Aug. 29: The 
boys’ team placed first in the 
WNC XC Invitational with 55 
points. Top finisher was Will 
Bunch (11th in the meet) at 
16:42. The girls’ team placed 
third with 83 points. Top 
finisher (7th in the meet) was 
Tristin Van Ord at 20:15.

Carolina Central Golf 
Conference: 
Aug. 31:
Northwood 126
Chapel Hill 134
East Chapel Hill 150
Cardinal Gibbons 168
Carrboro 177

Volunteer 
to be a coach
The Carrboro Recreation & 
Parks Department is accepting 
volunteer coaches’ applications 
for the 2009-10 Youth Basketball 
Program. Coaches must exhibit 
the ability to organize practices 
and communicate effectively 
with players, parents and rec 
department staff. They must also 
exhibit the ability to teach proper 
playing skills and fundamentals 
and proper sportsmanship and 
provide an enjoyable atmosphere 
at practices and games. Limited 
openings remain. To receive a 
volunteer coach’s application 
or additional information, call 
918-7364.

Children learning 
athletic sports skills
The Carrboro Recreation & 
Parks Department is sponsoring 
C.L.A.S.S. (Children Learning 

Athletic Sports Skills) soccer 
for kids and their parents. The 
program is designed for children 
4 to 6 years old as of the start of 
the class. The goal of the program 
is to introduce the fundamentals 
of soccer to the participant and 
parent. The instructor guides 
both the child and parent in un-
derstanding the skills of passing, 
dribbling, trapping and shooting. 
Parent and child will be encour-
aged to practice the skills learned 
at home. Parent participation 
is a major part of this program. 
The program will be held on 
Saturday’s (9-10 a.m.) from Sept. 
12 to Oct. 17. The cost is $47 per 
child. Registration is currently 
being accepted at the Carrboro 
Recreation & Parks Department, 
100 N. Greensboro St. Space is 
limited. For more information, 
call 918-7364

School Briefs

photo by ava barlow
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FLORA
from page 1

The individual flowers 
have a superficial resem-
blance to orchids; and 
each day I take that “closer 
look,” I just want to pull up 
a stool and gaze at them 
until they begin to close in 
the early afternoon!

You’ll find it in the wild, 
growing along edges of riv-
ers and ponds throughout 
the eastern U.S. The com-
mon name, pickerelweed, 
refers to the pickerel 
fish, which feed along the 

edges of such emergent 
aquatic vegetation.

I’ve recently learned 
that pickerelweed is a 
tasty edible. The young 
unfurled leaves can be 
chopped to add to salads 
or boiled and served with 
butter. Peterson’s Edible 
Wild Plants guide also de-
scribes that the ripe nut-
like seed is nutritious eaten 
raw or dried and added 
to granola or roasted and 
ground into flour. Plan on 
getting mighty wet wading 
around in swampland to 
collect enough seed for 

making flour. I’m not going 
for the flour, but with the 
few plants I have close at 
hand I think I’ll pay closer 
attention to the maturing 
seed and make my own 
taste test.

If you’re keen to have a 
pot or two of your own, 
ask your favorite garden 
center to get some. Nurs-
eries that stock water lilies 
usually also stock some 
of the other interesting 
emergent aquatics that 
are suitable for home 
water gardens.

support 
Your 
local 

advertisers
support 

Your 
local 

newspaper

Everybody’s a Critic

A thousand words
by Jock Lauterer

Do you have an important old photo that you value? 
Send your 300 dpi scan to 
jock@email.unc.edu and include 
the story behind the picture. 
Because every picture tells a story. And its worth? A thousand words.

A
s he lurched past Chapel Hill Cleaners on West Franklin Street with an un-
steady gait, the streetperson spied a lone man out painting the side of the 
building. “Why don’t they just paint over the whole #%*! thing!? ” he demand-
ed of a passerby, “cause it sure ain’t art! ” he said with finality. The passerby 
explained, it’s a mural. “A MURAL!” the bleary-eyed sidewalk critic blurted. 

“WHAT’S THE POINT?” And off he went, grumbling something about “art! ” That ex-
change brought a merry twinkle to the eye of the painter, none other than Chapel Hill’s 
own Michael J. Brown, out this early morning painting over graffiti on the “hands” mural, 
now 19 years old. Brown, whose public art graces so many walls around our towns, finds 
himself working 12-hour days, in spite of the recession. He’s just finishing up a re-do of the 
iconic mural behind Spanky’s depicting the University Methodist Church steeple balanced 
by a full moon floating in a deep-blue night sky. What’s the point, indeed?
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Mill
buzz + cool stuff
mill tv + contests
carrborocitizen.com/mill blog

A Huge IncreAse
in Power Bills for an 

unneeded coal Plant?

sTOP Duke energy’s 
18% rATe HIke

Duke Energy wants to raise your 
electric bill by eighteen percent.* 

That’s nearly $200 a year.

Why? For the rising costs of dirty coal and a 

new coal-burning plant that’s been proven 

unneeded in seven different ways. In fact, 

Duke Energy is seeking outside customers 

to justify building the Cliffside plant. The 

energy giant wants YOU to pay $1 Billion 

up front for Cliffside—even though the 

controversial plant may never open. 

North Carolina is ready to move ahead with 

clean power and with energy efficiency—

the fastest way to help in the urgent fight to 

slow global warming. If Duke Energy builds 

more coal and nuclear plants, we’ll have 

more pollution, more climate disruption, 

and power bills will keep rising for decades.

*�Over 13.5% would cover costs such as the Cliffside
coal-burning power plant. Another 4.5% increase has
recently been approved for rising costs of coal.���

Tell the utilities commission not to let Duke energy waste your money. Tell them to deny 
unnecessary rate hikes. And cancel Duke energy’s global warming machine at cliffside! 

Charlotte Sept. 9

High Point Sept. 15

Marion Sept. 17

Franklin Sept. 22

See stopcliffside.org for details.

Durham Hearing
Thurs., Sept. 10, 7pm
Durham City Hall 
Council Chambers
101 City Hall Plaza

1. Attend public hearings to speak or show your face:

See ncwarn.org regarding a 
Sept. 8 training session.

climate protection 
through energy efficiency

Duke Energy spends millions to influence politicians and civic leaders. 
Your voice helps offset Duke’s control over our democracy.

2. Send comments, 

short or long, to NC 

Utilities Commission 

Chair Ed Finley: 

finley@ncuc.net

Artisan:
Michael Brown
restoring
the  blue  mural

Peck andArtisans
933 8485
reuse,  restore,  recycle

919-967-0078 www.NicheGardens.com

Monday-Saturday, 9-5 & Sunday 10-5
1111 Dawson Road (West of Carrboro, off Old Greensboro Hwy)

Gardens
Niche Open 7days a week

promoting sustainable gardening since 1986
native & unusual plants for the Southeastern garden
Garden design services available
Guided garden walk Saturdays @ 10 am

PHOTO BY Ken Moore
It’s easy to grow pickerelweed in a water-filled pot on a deck or patio.
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