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This Weekend
Friday 
0% Chance of  Precip 
81/57 °F

SaTurday 
0% Chance of  Precip 
81/61 °F 

Sunday 
30% Chance of  Precip 
81/46 °F

Town talks Johnny’s mediation
By SuSan DickSon
Staff Writer

caRRBoRo – Having received both 
complaints about and statements of 
support for Johnny’s, the Carrboro 
Board of Aldermen on Tuesday voted 
unanimously to look into using me-
diation to resolve the ongoing conflict 
between some neighbors of the prop-
erty and the business. 

Owners of the West Main Street 
shop have said they are no longer pur-
suing zoning that would allow them 
to sell beer and wine for on-site con-
sumption – a point of contention for 
some neighbors of the property – but 
that they are looking into a possible re-
zoning as a neighborhood business or 
permit options that would allow them 
to have acoustic music outside, beer 

and wine tastings and other events. 
Johnny’s closed last summer after 

former co-owner Brian Plaster parted 
ways with co-owner Jan Halle, with 
Plaster saying he ran into issues with 
noise and parking as the West Main 
Street shop became a popular gather-
ing spot. 

Halle then partnered with locals 
Erica Eisdorfer and Kevin Morgan 
to reopen Johnny’s as Johnny’s Gone 
Fishing earlier this year. Since then, 
Kevin Morgan, Duncan Morgan and 
Meghan Truesdell have taken over 
management of the business under the 
new name Johnny’s 3.0.

Under Plaster’s ownership, John-
ny’s sold beer and wine on site with an 
ABC license that town officials have 
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concerns neighbors  
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Ponder the post oak
Editor’s Note: The following is a 
guest Flora column by Alan  
Weakley, director and curator of 
the UNC Herbarium. 

It is hard for us not to see time 
through the lens of our species; 
humans have life spans measured 
in decades, at most about a cen-
tury. Most other organisms with 
which we form close relation-
ships have life spans shorter than 
we do. We have pets that live a 
decade or two. We plant a gar-
den, which dies in the fall and is 
replanted in the spring. Perhaps 
we have a psychological vanity 
that we are nearly immortal, pre-
siding godlike over our depen-
dent animals and plants, watching 
their beginnings and ends. 

However, we live our lives 
around organisms that live much 
longer than we do, that may 
be almost unchanged from the 
time of our birth to the time of 
our death, that stolidly oversaw 
events that we might consider 
impossibly long ago (a band of 
Native Americans moving along 
a trading path, the American 
Revolution, the founding of the 
University of North Carolina, the 
marriage of our great-great-great 
grandparents, the Civil War) and 
may see the 24th century. Most 
trees have life spans of centuries, 
often many centuries, and while 
in the eastern Piedmont we lack 
the “Methusaleh trees” (bald-
cypresses, redwoods, sequoias, 
bristlecone pines) with lifespans 
of millenia, we still live among 
trees that far outlast us.

Undoubtedly the most famous 
of old trees in Carrboro-Chapel 
Hill is the Davie Poplar, already a 
notable tree in 1792 and con-
sidered to be at least 300 years 
old. Carolina grad though I am 
(’78), I can’t say that the Davie 
is one of my favorite old trees 
around town, nor is it likely the 
oldest. Size is a misleading in-
dicator of age, and tulip trees 
(Liriodendron tulipifera) like the 
Davie are fast-growing, light- and 
soft-wooded trees – they bulk 
up fast, especially if pampered by 
ground crews and fed a rich diet 
of nutrients and groundwater!

Instead, consider our post

floRA By Ken Moore

Post oak leaves with acorns

PHoto by WIll Cook
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Talking religious expression in our local public schools
By TayloR SiSk
Staff Writer

“As classes get under way, public 
school students across America will 
form religious clubs, pray together in 
their free time, distribute religious lit-
erature to classmates, share their reli-
gious convictions in class discussions 
and in many other ways belie the myth 
of the ‘godless public schools,’” Charles 
Haynes, director of the First Amend-
ment Center’s Religious Freedom Edu-
cation Project, recently wrote.

Religious expression and study has 
made a comeback in public schools, 
Haynes asserts, a slow, steady come-

back over the past two decades, “ow-
ing to court decisions, legislation, and 
broadly supported guidelines issued 
by religious, educational and civil lib-
erties groups.”

Haynes believes that an increasing 
number of public school administra-
tors “understand and apply the First 
Amendment” when addressing the 
role of religion in their schools.

The subject of religion in the Cha-
pel Hill-Carrboro City Schools has re-
cently arisen with the application and 
subsequent initial approval for charter 
of the Howard and Lillian Lee Schol-
ars Charter School, a K-8 school that if 
given final approval by the state board 

of education will join the local school 
system for the 2013-14 school year.

The school will be co-managed by 
the for-profit, Michigan-based Na-
tional Heritage Academies (NHA), 
which operates more than 70 charter 
schools across the country, including 
five in North Carolina.

NHA has faced litigation in the 
past for allegedly presenting creation-
ism as a scientifically based theory 
and promoting religious activities. 
In 1998, parents of children enrolled 
in Vanguard Charter Academy, an 
NHA-run school in Wyoming, Mich., 
claimed their kids were exposed to 
“Christian influences.” A U.S. district 

court judge ruled that NHA’s moral 
focus curriculum did not violate the 
Establishment Clause of the First 
Amendment.

The ACLU claimed though that 
as a result of the lawsuit, the school 
discontinued  practices that “pro-
moted religion,” including praying 
in the classrooms; the display of reli-
gious signs; allowing the distribution 
of religious literature; providing a 
church rent-free access while charging 
other groups; and organizing a teacher 
training that included prayer, religious 
music and a Baptist sermon.

county commissioners adopt transit plans 
By RoSE lauDicina 
Staff Writer

After months of lengthy discussion, 
the Orange County Board of Com-
missioners adopted both the Transit 
Interlocal Implementation Agreement 
and the Orange County Bus and Rail 
Investment Plan at its meeting Tues-
day night. 

Although approval of both plans 
was far from unanimous, the com-
missioners had stated in previous 

meetings that a decision on the transit 
plans needed to be made in early Oc-
tober so voters would have ample time 
to review the plans before voting on 
a half-cent transit tax that will appear 
on the ballot in November. 

However, Commissioner Earl 
McKee, who voted against both plans 
along with Commissioner Steve Yu-
hasz, said he felt his fellow commis-
sioners were rushing to make a deci-
sion based on a fake deadline and 
urged them to postpone voting until 

their next regular meeting. 
After being presented with final 

changes to the Transit Interlocal Im-
plementation Agreement plan, McKee 
also said he felt that issues were still 
not resolved between all the parties 
involved.

“I’m getting an uncomfortable 
feeling that all these issues are not 
all worked out,” McKee said. “We 
are asking the taxpayers of Orange 
County to obligate themselves, their 
children and grandchildren for a tax 

that we’re sitting here trying to piece-
meal together and approve in a rush.” 

“This is getting crazier all the time, 
folks.” 

While McKee felt uneasy about 
the way the information in the plan 
was presented, all the transit partners 
involved – Triangle Transit, Chapel 
Hill Transit and the Durham-Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization (MPO) – assured

SEE  chaRTER  PAGE 5

SEE  Johnny’S PAGE 3

SEE  Final iSSuE PAGE 5

Jammin’ at Jessee’s – Curtis Eller and his band American Circus – which specializes in “banjo 
music for funerals” – perform at Jessee’s Coffee & bar during the Carrboro Music festival on 
Sunday. More than 180 acts on 25 stages drew thousands of residents and visitors to downtown 
Carrboro for the festival. for more photos from the music festival, see pages 8 and 9 of the 
october MIll, inside this week’s paper.  PHoto by AlICIA StEMPER

Exactly what form Johnny’s on West Main Street will take has been a source of 
conflict for business owners, neighbors and other community members as the 
business has morphed over the past couple of years. 

PHoto by MEGHAN tRUESDEll

The citizen  
bids adieu
By RoBERT DickSon
Publisher

Our efforts to find a successor to take on this newspaper 
have not borne fruit, so this will be the last issue of The Carr-
boro Citizen. This is one of the most gut-wrenching decisions 
I’ve ever had to make.

This little newspaper has succeeded beyond our wildest 
imaginings. In five-and-a-half years we’ve become part of 
the fabric of our community. You’ve told us over and over 
you trust and respect what we write. 

Honest and straightforward journalism has defined our 
efforts. Our goal has been an informed citizenry, because we 
know that better information makes our community a bet-
ter place to live. We think we’ve made a difference.

Back in the fall of 2006 when I muttered those fateful 
words (“Carrboro needs a newspaper”) in Jock Lauterer’s 
community journalism class at UNC, little did I know what 
an amazing time was ahead of me.

But here we are six years later with 7,500 newspapers fly-
ing off the stands every week, writers begging for more space 
and more emails than we can count coming in every day 
about stuff our readers think we should cover. Amazing, in-
deed, for a startup newspaper in this digital age.

Our regular staff deserves special thanks for bringing you 
this newspaper. Susie, Taylor, Rose, Marty, Anne and Duncan 
have worked various parts of the past five years to bring you 
The Citizen. Susie and Taylor have been here since the begin-
ning back in March 2007. Taylor’s probably the only person 
who can claim to have read darn near every word in every issue.

Our regular contributors also need our thanks. Kirk Ross 
helped found The Citizen and has continued to pound out 
weekly columns using his vast institutional memory. And 
how fortunate we were to have the astounding Ken Moore 
and Jock Lauterer gracing our front and back pages, Phil 
Blank’s unique view of our world, Val Schwartz’s commu-
nity views, Alicia Stemper and Ted Spaulding’s photos and 
Eddie Landreth’s personal angle on UNC sports.

Thanks as well go to our MILL contributors Mary Sonis, 
Margot Lester, Ashley Melzer and the Beer Guys from Car-
rboro Beverage. Kirk contributed his point of view on local 
food and my partner, Vicky, has covered the literary scene.

MILL inside

SEE  TRanSiT PAGE 7
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wine sale 
over 35 wines up to  57%  OFF!

Weaver Street Market’s 9th Annual Fall

October 3 - 30

carrboro                  
southern village    
hillsborough 

saturday, october 6       1 - 5 pm
saturday, october 13      1 - 5 pm
saturday, october 20      1 - 5 pm

wine shows! taste all the wines
Sample sale wines at our wine shows.  Enjoy music, hors d’oeuvres and your favorite wines at great savings!

Plus, enjoy a 5% discount on 6 or more bottles, and a 10% discount on 12 or more bottles!

southernvillage.com

A Summer  
to Love

This Week 
in southern Village

Located just off 15-501  
in Chapel Hill

ThURs  Oct 4  
3:30 – 6:30 pm
Farmers Market:  ‘Joyful 
Cooks’ presents a Sheri Castle 
Mediterranean-style Swiss Chard 
recipe.  Shop for salad & cooking 
greens, radishes, sweet & white 
potatoes, shiitakes, okra, eggplants, 
sweet & hot peppers, basil, beef, 
pork, meat, seafood, eggs, pasta, 
beer, crepes, personal care items & 
lavender gifts.
FREE EVENT
svfarmersmarket.com 

FRi  OCT 5 
5:45 – 7:15 pm
Music Before the Movie
The Matrix Band
FRee eVeNT; pay only if staying 
for movie

FRi & sAT  Oct 5 & 6  
at dusk (about 8 pm)
Lumina Outdoor Movies $4 
ParaNorman (PG)

sAT  Oct 6
10 am – 2 pm
Paws4ever 7th Annual Walk for 
Animal Protection with fun for 
the whole family, including 4 legged 
members
www.paws4ever.org

sUN  Oct 7  
6 pm
‘sundays at six’ Music series: 
The Pratie heads Traditional British 
Isles Music
www.pratieheads.com
FREE EVENT

Now opeN!

CoUNTRY INN  
KENNEL & CATTERY

Boarding for Dogs & Cats
Individual play and dog grooming available

On Old Greensboro Rd.  
just west of Carrboro/Chapel Hill

www.countryinnkennelandcattery.com

Call  
919-669-0892  

for reservations

chElSEa ThEaTER
timberlyne, 1129 Weaver Dairy 
Road, 968-3005

the Master; Arbitrage; Eye of the 
Storm

ThE lumina
Southern Village, 932-9000

Hotel transylvania; looper;  

trouble With the Curve; Paranor-
man; Pitch Perfect; taken 2

REgal TimBERlynE 6
120 banks Drive, 933-8600

Hotel transylvania 3D; looper; 
Won’t back Down; frankenweenie 
3D; taken 2; Pitch Perfect

ThE VaRSiTy
123 E. franklin St., 967-8665

the bourne legacy; the Dark 
knight Rises; Marvel’s the 
Avengers

moViE liSTingS We suggest you call for exact show times. all listings start Friday.

this week we respond to 
questions about urinary 
tract infections and celiac 
disease.

Dear HoUSE Calls, I have 
a urinary tract infection and 
my doctor said that there 
was E. coli in my urine. I’ve 
heard E. coli can be dan-
gerous and has even led to 
some children dying. Should I 
be concerned about that?

What you have heard 
about is a specific strain 
of E. coli, known as 017 
H7. It is occasionally linked 
to petting zoos. but you 
should know that we all 
are full of E. coli, as it is 
one of the most common 
bacteria that live in our 
guts. It is also the culprit 
for 80 percent of urinary 
tract infections. We cer-
tainly recommend treat-
ment. Urinary tract infec-
tions can be quite painful, 
and if left untreated they 
can lead to kidney infec-
tions and blood infections. 

However, these are usually 
quite easy to treat. 

Dear HoUSE Calls, I was 
diagnosed with celiac disease 
three years ago. I have been 
a vegetarian all of my adult 
life. I am having trouble cut-
ting back on carbohydrates 
as a vegetarian. Do you have 
any suggestions? 

Cutting back on carbohy-
drates as a vegetarian is a 
little tough, but certainly 
possible. It may require 
some flexibility and creativ-
ity on your part. for our 
readers, celiac disease is in-
tolerance to gluten. Gluten 
is a protein found in wheat, 
barley and rye. If you have 
been diagnosed with celiac 
disease by an antibody test 
or biopsy, we recommend 
you really try to eliminate 
gluten. you can still enjoy 
some carbohydrates, such 
as those found in rice, 
corn and potatoes. there 
are now many products 
on the market using rice 

flour as a substitute for 
wheat. these are made for 
and marketed to people 
on a gluten-free diet. you 
can also have free rein on 
legumes (e.g., beans and 
soy), fruits, vegetables 
and all sorts of the usual 
vegetarian protein sources. 
If you are a vegan (no dairy 
or eggs) this will be harder 
still. Eggs, chesses, milk and 
yogurt are great sources of 
protein and calories. lastly, 
we hope you will consider 
seeing a nutritionist. this is 
something we encourage 
for all of our patients with 
Celiac disease, but this is 
especially important for a 
vegetarian. 

HoUSE Calls is a weekly 
column by Dr. Adam Gold-
stein, Dr. Cristy Page and 
Dr. Adam Zolotor on behalf 
of your Health and the 
UNC Department of Family 
Medicine.

Practicing family physicians from the UNC 
Department of family Medicine have teamed up 
with The Carrboro Citizen to bring you a weekly 
feature responding to your questions about 
health and medicine. Send your questions or 
comments to yourhealth@unc.edu

community Briefs
Festifall arts Festival

The Town of Chapel Hill will host Festifall 
Arts Festival in downtown Chapel Hill on Sun-
day from noon to 6 p.m.

Live music will be performed on three stages 
throughout the festival. The main stage will 
feature the Lizzy Ross Band, Archbishops of 
Blount Street and Puritan Rodeo.

Artist Carter Hubbard will create inflatable 
sculptures in recognition of Festifall’s 40th an-
niversary. Festifall will also feature children’s 
activities such as musical instruments, poetry, 
dance marathons and a scavenger hunt.

For more information, visit townofchapel-
hill.org/festifall

Project connect
Project Connect Orange County, a free 

program to aid those experiencing or at risk of 
homelessness, will be held at Hargraves Commu-
nity Center on Oct. 11 from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

The event will connect those in need with 
essential services such as health and dental care, 
mental health and substance-abuse treatment, 
housing resources, employment, education and 
job-training assistance, legal services, social ser-
vices, veterans’ services and voter registration.

For more information, visit phc-orange.org. 
To volunteer at the event, email pcocvolun-
teers@gmail.com. To donate to Project Con-
nect, email pcocdonate@gmail.com

organizing against Racism forum
The Organizing Against Racism (OAR) Al-

liance will hold the third installment of Poli-
tics, Race and the November Election, a series 
of four public forums on economic policies in 
relation to racism, today (Thursday) from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. at the United Church of Chapel Hill. 
The forum will focus on health. 

Panelists will include Cedric Bright, as-
sistant dean of the UNC School of Medicine; 
Gayle Harris, director of Durham County Pub-
lic Health; Adam Searing of the Health Access 
Coalition and the N.C. Justice Center; and 
Pam Silberman, CEO of the N.C. Institute of 
Medicine.

For more information, visit organizingagain-
stracism.com

Parks and Recreation survey
The Orange County Parks and Recreation De-

partment, in association with UNC-Greensboro, 
invites county residents to participate in a survey.

UNC-G has mailed a Community Needs 
Assessment Survey to more than 4,000 county 
households. Residents are asked to fill out the 
surveys and return them using the included 
postage-paid return envelope.

The survey results will be analyzed by con-
sultants at UNC-G and used toward the coun-
ty’s new Comprehensive Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan.

For more information, visit orangecountync.
gov/deapr

illustration By phil BlanK

ThuRSDay ocT 4
oaR health Forum — organiz-
ing Against Racism Alliance presents 
the third forum addressing Politics, 
Race and the November Election. 
United Church of Chapel Hill, 1321 
Martin luther king Jr. blvd., 7pm

Fruit Tree class — Al Cooke 
offers a class on Diseases and Insects 
of tree fruits. Agriculture building, 
Pittsboro, 9-11am, 6:30-8:30pm (919) 
542-8202

night out — Hillsborough’s Com-
munity Night out to heighten crime 
and drug-prevention awareness. old 
orange County Courthouse, 6pm

Dr. Stan Riggs — to present a talk 
on Climate Change and Sea level 
Rise. back bar at top of the Hill, 7pm 
ncsciencefestival.org

FRiDay ocT 5
Movie showing — UNC graduate 
frances Causey to present and lead 
a discussion of his film HEIST: Who 
Stole The American Dream? Haw River 
ballroom, 7:30pm $8-10 hawriverball-
room.com

Barbara hemphill — to speak 
on 5 Power Strategies to Accomplish 
your Work and Enjoy your life. 
Chapel Hill Chamber of Commerce, 
104 S. Estes Drive 11:30am-1pm (919) 
969-7818

SaTuRDay ocT 6
animal Walk — Walk for animal 
protection supporting the work of 
Paws4Ever. Southern Village, 10am-
2pm $30 paws4ever.org

youth Biking Event — take A 
kid Mountain biking Day, sponsored 
by Carrboro Recreation and Parks.  
bike, helmet, closed-toed shoes are 
required with gloves and water bottle 
recommended. ball field 2, Hank 
Anderson Park, 9:30am free 

Breastfeeding challenge — to 
raise awareness about the advantages 
of breastfeeding. the Hargraves Cen-
ter, 216 N. Roberson St., 9am-noon 
piedmonthealth.org

music hall — With host Rocco 
featuring popular hits from the 
American songbook. WCoM 103.5 
fM, 9am-noon

Pet Expo — families are invited to 
bring their dogs out to the Dog Park 
for a training demonstration, contests 
and kid’s dog show. open to kids 
aged 4-14 and dogs aged 6-months 
and older. Hank Anderson Park, 10am 
(919) 918-7392

SunDay ocT 7
Festifall — Downtown Chapel Hill, 
noon-6pm

monDay ocT 8
Smiling Faces Benefit — the 
furlow fund’s 2nd Annual Dinner for 
the Palestinian Cleft Society. fedEx 
Global Education Center, 6-8pm $15 
students/$25 adults medicalfounda-
tionofnc.org 

Time out — With host bill 
Hendrickson and guest Ambassador 
Michael Cotter. WCoM 103.5 fM, 
5pm 

WEDnESDay ocT 10
Barbara claypole White — to 
present selections from her book The 
Unfinished Garden, in celebration of 
oCD Awareness Week. oC Main 
library, 6:30pm

ThuRSDay ocT 11
low-cost Rabies Shots — Ani-
mal Services Center, 1601 Eubanks 
Road, 5-7pm $10 (919) 968-2287

FRiDay ocT 12
Transactors for Families — 
Presents Halloweeneen Eve. the 

ArtsCenter, 8pm artscenterlive.org

SaTuRDay ocT 13
Shrimp Boil — 5th Annual beach 
Shack boil to benefit the SkJAJA fund. 
lowcountry shrimp boil with beer 
and wine, music by lester fricks, auc-
tions, raffles and cornhole. American 
legion Post, Chapel Hill, 6:30-10pm 
(919) 929-9099, ext. 2

Billy Stevens — to present Sincere 
forms of flattery: blacks, Whites, 
and American Popular Music. orange 
County Main library, 4pm free

Watershed class — Randy Dodd 
presents A tour of Watershed 
friendly Sites in Carrboro. Carrboro 
Century Center, $5 10am-noon

Josh’s hope Workshop — to 
help parents of young adults with 
mental illness or substance abuse 
problems with the legal guardianship 
process. freedom House Recovery 
Center, 102 New Stateside Drive, 
9:30am free (919) 526-5287

Farm Tour — 5th Annual Urban 
farm tour visits a dozen sites in Car-
rboro, with maps available at looking 
Glass Cafe. 2-6pm urbanfarmtour.org 

ongoing
cancer Support — Support 
groups at Cornucopia Cancer Sup-
port Center for cancer patients and 
their families. Cancersupport4u.org 
(919) 401-9333

cancer Support — Support 
groups and wellness programs 
sponsored by N.C. Cancer Hospital. 
unclineberger.org/patient/support/
supportgroup.asp

Tutoring — live, online services for 
k-12 and college students and adults 
for any community member with a 
library card. free chapelhillpublicli-
brary.org

community calendar

Send your community calendar submissions to calendar@carrborocitizen.com

Follow us on twitter
@CarrboroCitizen
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By RoSE lauDicina
Staff Writer 

The UNC Bingham Facility 
has been the subject of concern 
and criticism from advocacy or-
ganization Preserve Rural Orange 
and surrounding neighbors for a 
number of years, and the univer-
sity’s recent property acquisition 
around the facility has only added 
to the organization’s discontent. 

“The most recent concern is 
that we learned  the university 
has acquired additional properties 
[around the facility] and none of 
these appear in the master plan 
the university posted publically,” 
said Laura Streitfeld, executive di-
rector of Preserve Rural Orange. 

Streitfeld said she believes 
UNC has purchased the property 
to give to the Bingham Facility so 
it can expand its operations in the 
rural community. 

However, UNC Associate Vice 
Chancellor Bob Lowman insists 
the facility has no plans to expand 
and the properties the university 
recently acquired will not become 
a part of the research facility. 

“This is simply untrue,” Low-
man said of Streitfeld’s claims of 
expansion. “We are not even add-

ing these properties to the Bing-
ham Facility – it remains at 57 
acres.” 

The university purchased a 
property bordering the facility in 
2010 and just recently purchased 
two more adjacent properties. 

Lowman said the reasons be-
hind purchasing the properties 
were to provide a buffer between 
the building’s activities and the 
surrounding residents to reduce 
the facility’s impact on the com-
munity. 

Of the three properties pur-
chased, two have houses on them 
that will be rented out by the uni-
versity, Lowman said, adding that 
one already has a tenant. 

Despite Lowman’s assurances 
that the facility will not grow aside 
from the installation of a func-
tional wastewater-treatment sys-
tem for the facility’s three build-
ings, Streitfeld and surrounding 
residents aren’t convinced. 

Streitfeld said that due to a 
lack of accountability in the past 
regarding activities at the facil-
ity, she is doubtful that all of the 
university’s plans are being fully 
disclosed. 

“Problems have been at ev-
ery turn,” Streitfeld said. “The 

neighbors have had to go to great 
lengths to get little pieces of infor-
mation. The consistency, the ac-
countability and the transparency 
have just been terrible.” 

Cliff Leath, who owns proper-
ty adjacent to the research facility, 
said he too believes the university 
has ulterior motives in purchasing 
the surrounding properties. 

“It almost comes across that 
they just don’t want people to 
complain about the facility,” 
Leath said. “I am getting fewer 
and fewer neighbors out here be-
cause [nearby properties] are all 
being sold to UNC.” 

Leath said there is a certain 
amount of distrust among the 
neighbors toward the Bingham 
Facility due to the lack communi-
cation and effort from the univer-
sity with the neighborhood. 

“It has always been on our 
end a proactive engagement and 
on UNC’s end a reactive engage-
ment,” he said. 

“It seems like every 30 days 
things change 180 degrees, and 
they are spending money like 
drunken sailors out there getting 
wasted.”

Lowman, who was appointed 
two and a half years ago to oversee 

the facility by Chancellor Holden 
Thorp, admits that the best deci-
sions have not necessarily always 
been made with regard to actions 
at the Bingham Facility, but he 
said that when he got there he 
tried to uncover all the problems 
and be transparent. 

“There is no way around it, we 
did some stupid things out there,” 
Lowman said. 

Problems at the facility over 
the years include a now-defunct 
wastewater-treatment facility on 
the site leaking highly treated 
wastewater and the discovery of 
improper use of unmapped wet-
lands. 

Lowman said that in all in-
stances the problems were fixed 
and fines were paid when neces-
sary, and since he has been in 
charge the facility has been reduc-
ing its impact on the area. 

“We are committed to staying 
out there,” Lowman said.

“I hope eventually Preserve 
Rural Orange will come around 
and realize that we are there, we 
are operating our facility appro-
priately and quietly and abiding 
by all rules and reducing our envi-
ronmental impact.” 

hoW To REach uS  

the Carrboro Citizen      (919) 942-2100
p.o. Box 248      
309 Weaver st., suite 300  Carrboro, nC 27510
EDiToRial news@carrborocitizen.com
aDVERTiSing marty@carrborocitizen.com /  
942-2100 ext. 2
SuBScRiPTionS
The Carrboro Citizen is free to pick up at our many locations 
throughout Carrboro, Chapel hill, pittsboro and hillsborough. 
subscriptions are also available via first class mail and are $85 
per year. send a check to the Citizen, post office Box 248, Car-
rboro, n.C. 27510. Visa/Mastercard are also accepted. please 
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Briefs
Buses to Festifall

Chapel Hill Transit will reroute the NU on Sunday along 
West Rosemary Street to provide service to Festifall. 

The route will run from 11:30 a.m. to 6:47 p.m. and riders 
may board at any stops along the NU route or at the 725 lot 
park and ride. Because of the reroute, Chapel Hill Transit is 
advising riders to schedule an extra five minutes into their travel 
plans. 

For more information, including a map of the NU route, 
visit chtransit.org or call (919) 969-4900.

hargrove to chair chancellor search
Wade Hargrove, chair of the UNC-Chapel Hill Board of 

Trustees, has been named the chair of the search committee to 
recommend a successor to Chancellor Holden Thorp, who will 
step down on June 30, 2013.

The search committee is made up of 21 representatives from 
the board of trustees, students, faculty, staff, alumni and the 
community. Hargrove and the search committee will present 
the board of trustees with a selection of final candidates and 
the board will then vote on which candidates to recommend 
to UNC System President Tom Ross. Ross will recommend a 
candidate to the UNC Board of Governors, who will select the 
new chancellor.

input sought on smoking rule
The Orange County Board of Health is seeking input from 

those who live and work in Orange County about the proposed 
smoke-free rule.

The public can provide input through an online survey ac-
cessed at surveymonkey.com/s/OCSFPP; by calling a comment 
line at (919) 245-2480; by emailing comments to SFPP@Or-
angeCountyNC.gov; by writing to the Orange County Health 
Department, c/o Smoke-Free Public Places, 300 W. Tryon St., 
Hillsborough NC 27278; or by attending a public hearing on 
Oct. 24 at 137 W. Margaret Lane in Hillsborough. 

If the board of health adopts the rule after the public hear-
ing, it will then be sent to the Orange County Board of Com-
missioners for consideration. 

Public forum on bus ad policy
The Chapel Hill Town Council will hold a public forum at 

their meeting on Oct. 11 at 7 p.m. at Chapel Hill Town Hall 
to receive comment on Chapel Hill Transit’s bus advertising 
policy. 

The council will consider possible changes to the current 
policy after receiving numerous emails expressing concern 
about a religious advertisement paid for by the Church of Rec-
onciliation in Chapel Hill. 

To read about Chapel Hill Transit’s advertising policy, visit 
townofchapelhill.org/index.aspx?page=1904

Sidewalk construction  
on culbreth Road

Sidewalk construction has begun on the south side of Cul-
breth Road between Cobble Ridge Drive and Rossburn Way. 

Two hundred feet of curb and gutter and a sidewalk con-
necting two sections of sidewalk that already exist will be con-
structed to create a continuous sidewalk from Rossburn Way to 
U.S. 15-501. 

Questions about the project, which is expected to be finished 
by mid-November, should be directed to Larry Tucker at (919) 
969-5084 or ltucker@townofchapelhill.org 

Bingham Facility draws concern 

Bailey’s Bookkeeping
25 years experience
Quickbooks Certified

919.306.9580
baileysbookkeeping@gmail.com

Small buSineSSeS - individualS - nonprofitS

The Rhine ReseaRch cenTeR is a 503(c) non-pRofiT oRganizaTion. 
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Cliff’s Meat Market
sizzlin’ savings

Top Sirloin Steak, 
CuT To order, 

$5.99/lb

Whole Chicken, 
Cut to order,

$1.49/lb

All Natural 
Piedmontese Ground 

Chuck, 
$3.99/lb

100 West Main st., Carrboro
919-942-2196 H Mon-sat 9am-6pm

Debit
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Prices good thru 10/11/12

ANGuS
NY Strip Steak

CuT To order 
$7.99/lb

Fresh Made  
Country Sausage, 

$1.99/lb

ANGuS
ribeye Steak

CuT To order 
$8.99/lb

renting party Chairs & tables!

Cut Chicken 
Wings, 
$2.49/lb

All-Natural Boneless 
Chicken Breast  

$2.99/lb

Pork  
Baby Back ribs,

$3.99/lb
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•	Moving	Supplies
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Carrboro Plaza Shopping Center
MoN-FRI	8-6:30	•	SAT	10-5
919-918-7161

store3651@theupsstore.com
©2003 United Parcel Service, Inc.

 Mailbox 
Services
- A Real Street Address

- Package Acceptance  

from all Carriers

- Text/Email when Pkg Arrives

said was not reviewed by town 
zoning staff before it was ap-
proved. 

The property – 901 W. Main 
St. – is actually zoned residential, 
but Johnny’s had been permit-
ted to continue operating there 
because the Johnny’s that occu-
pied the space for many years – a 
bait and tackle shop – was at one 
time in line with the zoning for 
the property, which changed to 
residential a number of years ago.

Because the business predated 
the zoning change, it was allowed 
to continue operating with pre-
viously approved uses – which 
don’t include on-site alcohol con-
sumption – under provisions of 
the zoning ordinance.

The new owners had hoped 
to sell beer and wine on site, but 
town staff said they would need to 
seek a rezoning in order to do so. 
However, a number of neighbors 

of the property have complained 
to the town about beer and wine 
consumption on the property, 
saying they feared it could turn 
the site into a bar or nightclub 
and that it previously caused 
problems with parking and noise 
in the residential neighborhood. 
In addition, some neighbors have 
expressed concern about outdoor 
music or other events. 

Devan Clark, a resident of 
Kay Street whose home is about 
300 feet from Johnny’s, wrote in 
an email to the board of alder-
men that under Plaster’s manage-
ment he could hear crowd noise 
from Johnny’s inside his house. 

“It has been so pleasant to be 
able to walk outside or sit on my 
deck and not hear music, cheering 
and screaming people since Ms. 
Halle had a parting of ways with 
[Plaster],” he wrote. “With the 
newest 2012 Johnny’s, none of us 
want to go down that path again.” 

“We really want to work with 
the neighborhood, so we said 
we’re not going to go for on-site 

alcohol,” Truesdell said, adding 
that they would like to restore 
beer and wine tastings to help 
them sell beer and wine for off-
site consumption. The business 
previously had a permit for beer 
and wine tastings, but ABC re-
voked the permit last month after 
a neighbor complained that it was 
detrimental to the neighborhood. 

Truesdell, who lives two doors 
down from Johnny’s on Westview 
Drive, said she feels that the busi-
ness can peacefully coexist with 
the neighborhood with outdoor 
acoustic music and small events 
and that she and Duncan Mor-
gan, co-managers of the business, 
would welcome conversations 
with neighbors. 

“We don’t even think that 
the taxpayers’ money needs to 
be wasted in mediation if they 
would just come and talk to us,” 
she said. 

In addition, Truesdell said the 
music they hope to host would only 
be acoustic, while previous music at 
Johnny’s had been amplified. 

“If we had acoustic music on 
the back porch, that would be 
softer than traffic going by,” she 
said. Truesdell added that coun-
selors from the adult group home 
across the street have told her 
how nice it was to bring residents 
to Johnny’s to listen to music and 
socialize, instead of getting in the 
car to go to Weaver Street Mar-
ket.

Other events Truesdell said 
she would like for Johnny’s to 
host include classes and talks, 
movie nights and a craft market.

“We want to be a community 
hub,” she said. 

Board members said they 
would like to see owners of 
Johnny’s and neighbors of the 
property go through mediation 
to resolve concerns, and asked 
Town Manager David Andrews 
to talk with the Dispute Settle-
ment Center to determine how 
much the mediation would cost 
and determine how it would be 
funded.

Johnny’S 
fRoM PAGE 1
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 SuPER cRoSSWoRD   noThing in BETWEEn CitizenCryptoquote By Martin Brody
For example, YAPHCYAPLM is WORDSWORTH.  One letter stands for another.  In this sample, A is used for the 
two O’s, Y for the two W’s, etc..  Apostrophes, punctuation, the length and formation of the words are all hints.

Itching for A Fight?

S B K  T X W Z  Z B  Z Y S  N Z ?  

D V Z  N W  Z A V  Y N W D . 

-  X W W  Y B F W V S , 

X M M Y V H H N W D  A V Y 

A K H J X W M  F N Z Z ’ H 

M V Z Y X L Z B Y H  N W  X 

F K L A  J X I I S A B B V M 

H V D F V W Z  B W  Y X M N B 

N B T X
Find the answer in the puzzle answer section.

tigers sweep Jags – Carrboro’s Anne broome concentrates on returning a serve. the Chapel Hill High tigers (13-4) defeated Carrboro 
High School’s women’s volleyball team (9-9) on Monday night in straight sets. the Jags take on Northwood High today (thursday) at 5 p.m. 
at Northwood.  PHoto by tED SPAUlDING

EST. 1992

Kelsea Parker
919-357-7236

Quality, detailed cleaning with 
your preferences in mind.

Trustworthy, reliable, own 
equipment, great rates.

Long-term original clients 
since 1992

Service above and 
beyond “the basics”

Clean house + happiness 
guaranteed!

Dan Ryon
Financial Advisor
205 West Main Street, Suite 101
Carrboro, NC  27510
Bus. 919-933-3191

Investments
Retirement Planning Services
Education Savings
Financial Assessments
Free Portfolio Reviews

v
v
v
v
v

Member SIPC

Virginia Tech  
game could set 
tone for season
By EDDy lanDRETh
Staff Writer

The season will not end with 
the final seconds of Saturday’s 
12:30 p.m. home game against 
Virginia Tech, nor does it start 
with this test against the Hokies.

Nonetheless, there is little 
doubt this game could make a 

huge differ-
ence when 
all is said 
and done 
for 2012.

“This is 
def in ite ly 
going to be 
a measur-
ing stick 
for us,” said 

running back Giovani Bernard, 
who suffered a concussion early 
in the game at Blacksburg, Va., 
last season.

The coaches and players on 
this team wanted to win the 
first five games of the Larry Fe-
dora era, but there have been 
lessons learned in this transi-
tion year. So far the Tar Heels 
are 3-2 overall, 0-1 in the ACC.

Understanding how to con-
centrate consistently has been 
one of the biggest and most 
important of those lessons. A 
mental letdown in the fourth 
quarter led to a loss at Wake 
Forest, and a total mental bust 
in the first half against Louis-
ville coast UNC that game.

In the last two games, how-
ever, the Tar Heels came ready 
to play and maintained their 
concentration throughout. They 
won both games, each at home.

This game will be this sea-
son’s first against a division op-
ponent. The Hokies (3-2, 1-0) 
have dominated the Coastal 
Division since they joined the 
league and the ACC split into 
two divisions for football.

Winning this game could set 
a tone for the remainder of the 
season for UNC and propel the 
Tar Heels to first place in the 
division eventually.

This is also a huge opportu-
nity to accomplish what Fedo-
ra, his coaching staff and Bubba 
Cunningham, the new director 
of athletics, are attempting with 
the football program. They are 
trying to rebuild from the bit-
ter disappointment of off-field 
issues the last three seasons, 
problems that led to the first 
NCAA sanctions at UNC in 
five decades.

Part of their goal is recaptur-
ing the hearts of the fans, which 
begins by winning games at 
home and doing so in an excit-
ing fashion.

“It’s a conference game, and 
they’re coming into Kenan Sta-
dium to play in the Tar Pit,” 
Fedora said. “We’ve got to de-
fend this place. We’re trying to 
build something about playing 
at home and what it means.

“We want to continue with 
what we’ve done, and it is very 
important to us to build this pro-
gram to where we want it to be.”

In an attempt to further en-
gage the fans, the school will 
hold a “White Out” on Sat-
urday at Kenan. Fedora and 
school officials are encouraging 
the fans to wear all white. In 
turn, the team will do the same, 
wearing white helmets with the 
traditional Carolina blue inter-
locking “NC” on the sides.

This past week the Tar Heels 
wore an American flag shaped 
in the form of the interlocking 
“NC” on the players’ helmets 
and on the logo at midfield as 
the school honored U.S. mili-
tary personnel.

“If you feel good, you play 
good … ” Bernard said. “For 
us, we had been doing the same 
old kind of concept, with the 
Carolina-blue jerseys. We’re 
just switching it up a little bit. 
Coach Fedora changed it up last 
week with the American flag on 
the center logo. That was some-
thing new. Just that helped us 
a get a little bit of an edge with 
excitement for the players.”

This isn’t to suggest the flag 
made the difference in Caro-
lina setting a school record 

for points in the 66-0 victory 
against Idaho. It was not the 
reason for the team’s second 
shutout of the year, or for the 
Tar Heels extending their streak 
of not allowing a touchdown at 
Kenan to 12 quarters.

The talent left behind by 
Butch Davis and what is on 
campus from Fedora’s first class 
is the biggest reason for that. 
Another is the attitude this 
team adopted by deciding from 
the beginning to do what Fedo-
ra and his staff asked of it.

This attitude helped when 
coaches and players had to ad-
just after some bad habits from 
last season resurfaced with 
inconsistent concentration. 
The victory against Idaho may 
not present valid evidence for 
many people, but the way the 
Tar Heels handled East Caro-
lina with ease the week before 
should represent how well these 
players have listened to what Fe-
dora and his staff have taught.

Saturday will bring a whole 
different challenge, however.

Once the Hokies got past 
coach Frank Beamer’s first six 
seasons in Blacksburg, Va., they 
gradually became a national 
contender and one of the most 
fundamentally sound football 
teams in the country.

A year ago Clemson defeat-
ed Virginia Tech in the ACC 
championship game, but the 
Hokies were there to play for 
the title – again.

When the league went to 12 
teams originally and adopted a 
playoff game, nearly all the me-
dia and fans were certain Florida 
State and Miami would meet in 
a rematch for the championship 
each season. That made sense, 
given how those two had domi-
nated college football from the 
mid-1980s until just past the 
turn of the century. The 2001 
Hurricanes may still be the best 
collegiate team in history.

But one group who did not 
believe in this scenario was 
Beamer, the Hokies and their 
fans. Now that they have made 
their vision a reality, the Hokies 
have become the hurdle Caro-
lina and all other ACC teams 
must scale if they wish to play 
in the Orange Bowl.

While the Tar Heels cannot 
go bowling this season because 
of NCAA sanctions, a victory 
this week against Virginia Tech 
would still help Fedora and the 
program build for the future. 
It would also give Carolina a 
chance to finish atop the Coast-
al Division this season.

“We want to be Coastal Di-
vision champs, so we are going 
to go out there and approach it 
that way,” Fedora said.

The Tar Heels cannot roll 
back the standings on Saturday, 
but they can create a fresh start 
toward what they hope will be 
a memorable finish to Fedora’s 
first season as head coach.

“We still have a season ahead 
of us,” Bernard said. “We’re still 
able to go out there and show 
everyone what we can do. I re-
ally want to show everyone I 
can play against an elite team, 
not just Idaho or the Elon kind 
of games.”

Eddy landreth

“I really want to 
show everyone I 
can play against 
an elite team, 

not just Idaho or 
the Elon kind of 

games.”
— Giovani 

Bernard
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IN ACCORDANCE WITH NC CODE 163-33(8), NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  to the qualified voters of Orange 
County, the NC General Elections will be held on Tuesday, November 6, 2012 to vote for Federal, State, Judicial and 
County Offices  in addition to a One-Half Percent Local Sales and Use Tax Referendum.

The polls for the November 6th Election will be open from 6:30 am until 7:30 pm
Residents who are not registered to vote must register by October 12, 2012 to be eligible to vote in this election.  

Registered voters who moved within Orange County should notify the Board of Elections, in writing, of their address 
change by the same date.

Any qualified voter may vote prior to Election Day, at one of the One-Stop voting locations listed below. At these 
locations voters may also request one-stop registration and voting on the same day.
 

LOCATIONS AND TIMES FOR ONE-STOP ABSENTEE VOTING
Board of Elections Office- 208 S. Cameron Street, Hillsborough 
Carrboro Town Hall-301 W. Main Street, Carrboro
•	 Thursday & Friday, October 18th- October 19th, 9:00 am–5:00 pm
•	 Monday – Friday, October 22nd – November 2nd, 9:00 am–5:00 pm
•	 Saturdays, October 20th, October 27th and November 3rd, 9:00 am-3:00 pm                                              

Ram’s Head Dining Hall,  2nd Floor UNC Campus, 320 Ridge Rd., Chapel Hill
•	 Thursday & Friday, October 18th- October 19th, 12:00 pm–7:00 pm
•	 Monday – Friday, October 22nd – November 2nd, 12:00 pm–7:00 pm
•	 Saturdays, October 20th, and November 3rd, 9:00 am-3:00 pm

Seymour Senior Center-2551 Homestead Road, Chapel Hill                                                                                                
Mt Zion AME Church-5124 NC Hwy 86 N., Hillsborough (Cedar Grove Area)
•	 Thursday & Friday, October 18th- October 19th, 12:00 pm–7:00 pm
•	 Monday – Friday, October 22nd – November 2nd, 12:00 pm–7:00 pm
•	 Saturdays, October 20th, October 27th and November 3rd, 9:00 am-3:00 pm

Voters may request their ballots be mailed to them.  This request must be submitted in writing to the Orange County 
Board of Elections, P O Box 220, Hillsborough, NC 27278, and received at the board office by 5:00 pm, Tuesday Octo-
ber 30, 2012.

 Citizens with questions concerning registration, absentee ballots, location of polling sites or other related matters, 
should call the board office between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm or inquire at our website at www.co.orange.
nc.us/elect.

 The Orange County Board of Elections will hold Absentee meetings in the board office at 208 South Cameron Street, 
Hillsborough, NC at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 16th, October 23rd, and October 30th.. The Board will begin the 
Election Day Absentee Ballot count on November 6th at 2:00 pm in accordance with G. S. 163-234.

 The Orange County Board of Elections will meet at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, November 16, 2012 in the board office at 
208 South Cameron Street, Hillsborough, North Carolina to canvass the votes cast on Tuesday, November 6th in the 
General Elections.

ELECTION NOTICE

ORANGE COUNTY 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION

Post Office Box 8181
300 West Tryon Street

Hillsborough, North Carolina  27278
919 245-2487

FAIR HOUSING…
It is not an option; it is the LAW!!

Call 919 245-2487 with questions or to file a complaint.

The Orange County Civil Rights Ordinance and the Federal  
Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination in housing because of:

 • Race • National Origin • Religion
 • Color • Veterans Status • Age
 • Sex • Disability •  Familial Status 

(families with children)

The laws apply to any party involved, directly or indirectly, in a housing transaction, 
e.g. the sale, rental or financing of housing. This includes landlords,  

property managers, real estate brokers, appraisers and mortgage lenders.

If you feel that you have been a victim of housing discrimination

TOMMY WARD 
LANDSCAPING
Lawn & bush hog mowing, lawns 
aerated & reseeded. Trees topped 
& cut, shrubs pruned, mulching w/ 
oak or pine mulch, pine straw etc. 
Lawn cleanup, leaves, gutters etc. 
Gravel driveways, road grading & 

repair. 30 years experience. 

942-0390

Board to consider school name
By kiaRa PalmER
Correspondent

Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 
School’s 11th elementary school 
will open its doors in fall 2013; 
thus far, the school board has es-
tablished a redistricting process 
for its newest students and named 
Cheryl Carnahan as principal. 

Now the school must be 
named, and the CHCCS Board of 
Education will consider naming it 
at its meeting tonight (Thursday). 

Board Chair Mia Burroughs 
said the board will not use the 
typical school-naming process 
for the naming of elementary 
school 11. 

In the past, board members fol-
lowed a policy that required com-
munity participation in the nam-
ing process. The board created a 
committee of residents, parents 
and educators to collect public in-
put and provide board members 
with two or three suggestions.

However, Burroughs said 

there would be no committee and 
no submission of names from the 
community for elementary 11.

In the early ’90s, the school 
district added nine new schools 
to the system after having not 
built a school for nearly 20 years. 

“All those schools were on 
new ground,” board member 
Jamezetta Bedford said, “but el-
ementary 11 is going to be built 
on what used to be Northside 
Elementary and Orange County 
Training School.”

In the early 1900s, Orange 
County Training School (OCTS) 
opened on Merritt Mill Road as 
one of the first public schools for 
blacks living in Chapel Hill and 
Carrboro. After a fire destroyed 
the school in 1922, OCTS was 
rebuilt in the Northside com-
munity. In 1948, in response to 
demand from the community, 
the school was renamed Lincoln 
High School, which moved to 
Merritt Mill Road in 1951. 

Following the move of Lin-

coln High, the Northside school 
became Northside Elementary 
School, which it remained until 
integration in the 1960s.

Following integration, the 
county housed a preschool and 
social services at the old school. 
Over the years, the building fell 
into disrepair and the county 
moved its services, and the prop-
erty was later given to CHCCS 
for a new elementary school.

Bedford said she thought it 
would be best to bypass the nam-
ing process and name the school 
after the site’s former school, “be-
cause community members have 
come out,  older African-Amer-
icans in particular who would 
like to have history preserved, 
who would like the school named 
Northside Elementary because it 
is really hallowed ground.”

Former school board member 
Elizabeth Carter, who as a child 
attended Northside Elementary, 
said it would help restore the 
community and maintain a tradi-

tion of academic excellence if the 
school were named Northside.

“It has always been called – by 
individuals here – Northside El-
ementary School and it means a 
lot, and to name it something else 
is a slap in the face,” Carter said.

County Commissioner Val-
erie Foushee, who also attended 
Northside Elementary, said the 
naming process should be about 
maintaining the legacy in the 
Northside community.

“It was a good school in a 
black neighborhood,” she said.

Bedford said given all that 
the school must prepare for to 
open in 2013, it would best to 
name it now.

“I think it’s important to go 
ahead and name it, and we can 
have a celebration in naming the 
school,” she said.

The board will vote on the 
name of the school today (Thurs-
day) at 7 p.m. at Chapel Hill 
Town Hall. 

Walk for Education set for oct. 13
The 16th annual Walk for Education, organized by the 

Chapel Hill-Carrboro Public School Foundation, will be held 
on Oct. 13. 

Participants will walk from McCorkle Place at UNC to 
the Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools district offices at the 
Lincoln Center on Merritt Mill Road, where a carnival will 
be held. This year the walk is themed “Super 16.” Students 
from each school can show through either costume or signs 
why their school is “super,” and a cash prize will be awarded to 
the school whose students give the best representation of their 
“super” features. Each school has designated specific projects 
that funds raised from the walk will go toward. 

The walk starts at 2 p.m. and no registration is necessary. 
Participants are encouraged to use shuttles that will run from 
Chapel Hill and Carrboro high schools to the Lincoln Center 
and McCorkle Place, as parking will not be available at Lin-
coln Center or along Merritt Mill. 

BRma has positive effects, report says
UNC School of Education faculty and graduate students 

evaluated the Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools Blue Rib-
bon Mentor-Advocate (BRMA) program and recently released 
a report saying the program has positive effects on students 
involved. 

The school studied the effectiveness of BRMA by looking 
at how it has impacted high school graduation, college atten-
dance, test scores and grade point averages. The report showed 
97.5 percent of BRMA mentees graduated high school and all 
of those who graduated continued to post-secondary educa-
tion. In addition, the report found that mentees had higher 
high school grade point averages than a comparison group of 
students not enrolled in the program. 

BRMA and the UNC School of Education will present the 
report to the Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools Board of Ed-
ucation at their meeting today (Thursday) at 7 p.m. 

chS grad named Bonner leader
Carrboro High School graduate James Smith has been 

named a Bonner Leader at UNC. 
The UNC Bonner Leaders Program is part of a nationwide 

network involving more than 80 colleges and universities that 
provide service-based scholarships and community-service 
work-study funds throughout selected students’ college careers 
to support intensive undergraduate community-service and 
social-justice activities. 

Smith is part of the new group of freshman who went 
through a competitive application process emphasizing service 
and leadership. He plans on majoring in global studies with 
minors in Spanish and business. 

For more information about the 2012-13 Bonner Leaders, 
visit campus-y.unc.edu/feature/meet-campus-ys-2012-bonner-
leaders

School Briefs

School lunch menus
FRiDay 10/5
Elementary School: taco chef 
salad, cheese quesadilla w/
salsa, chicken nuggets w/dinner 
roll, seasoned collard greens, 
mashed potatoes, fresh apple 
wedges

Middle and High School: Maca-
roni and cheese w/breadstick, 
turkey corn dog w/crackers, 
cheeseburger, meatball pizza, 
fajita chicken salad

monDay 10/8
Elementary School: Macaroni 
and cheese w/breadstick, pea-
nut butter and jelly sandwich, 
ham and cheese sub, oven fries, 
seasoned green peas, orange 
smiles, fruit cocktail

Middle and High School: Whole 
grain pasta w/meat sauce and 
breadstick, toasted cheese 
sandwich, pepperoni pizza, 
hummus and veggie plate w/
tortilla chips

TuESDay 10/9
Elementary School: bbQ 
chicken w/whole grain bread-
stick, cheesy nachos with beef, 
fruit and cheese plate w/yogurt, 
steamed fresh broccoli and 
cheese, seasoned yellow squash, 

peach crumble, raisins

Middle and High School: fajita 
chicken or beef taco meat on 
a whole wheat tortilla, buffalo 
chix poppers w/dinner roll, 
broccoli cheese pizza, breaded 
chicken Caesar salad wrap  

WEDnESDay 10/10
Elementary School: Pepperoni 
Pizza, cheese sandwich, turkey 
corn dog w/ crackers, baked 
tater tots, seasoned green 
beans, banana, chilled peaches

Middle and High School: 
Chicken broccoli rotini with 
breadstick, bacon cheeseburger, 
chix bacon ranch pizza, south 
of the border salad w/spicy lime 
tortilla strips

ThuRSDay 10/11
Elementary School: beefaroni, 
spinach salad, fish sticks with 
breadstick, mashed sweet pota-
toes, corn cobbettes, cole slaw, 
chilled pineapple

Middle and High School: orien-
tal chicken w/lo mein noodles 
or brown rice, toasted cheese 
sandwich, chicken filet sand-
wich, cheeseburger pizza, fruit 
and cheese plate w/yogurt

Teaching religion
The Lee school’s charter appli-

cation states that, “A Moral Fo-
cus program will equip students 
with the behaviors and attitudes 
they need to be successful in high 
school, college, and beyond.”

“Values are fundamental to 
a great education and will be an 
integral part of the curriculum at 
Lee Scholars,” David Palumbo, 
the company’s chief academic 
officer, told The Citizen in a July 
email. “Our Moral Focus empha-
sis is one of the central parts of the 
school culture at all schools oper-
ated by NHA.” 

An early draft of the school’s 
charter application included a 
section on religious freedom and 
teaching religion that was re-
moved from subsequent versions, 
leading some community mem-
bers to wonder if an attempt was 
being made to mask an agenda.

NHA founder and chair J.C. 
Huizenga has at times made his 
views on education known. 

“Relativism seems to have la-
beled the celebration of virtue 

as some sort of cultural bias that 
needs to be eliminated if balance 
and objectivity are to guide the 
pursuit of knowledge,” Huizenga 
told the Acton Institute for the 
Study of Religion and Liberty in 
2002. 

In 1999, he told the Wall Street 
Journal, “Personally, I don’t be-
lieve a gay teacher is an appropri-
ate teacher for a child.”

 ‘lost in the weeds’
“To me, it’s actually in any 

school’s interest, given the sig-
nificance of religion, to teach 
students about the major philo-
sophical worldviews in ways that 
are constitutionally permissible 
and educationally sound,” said 
Sam Chaltain, an education ac-
tivist and former director of the 
Washington, D.C.-based Forum 
for Education and Democracy. 

Chaltain said he believes the 
questions raised about potential 
religious undertones in the NHA 
curriculum present the commu-
nity with a great opportunity to 
have a conversation about the role 
of religion in public education.

Schools often “end up shying 
away from religion altogether be-
cause they don’t understand it,” 

he said.
Chaltain believes there’s a 

middle ground, what he calls the 
“civic public school,” in which 
students learn about all religions 
and the role they play in how peo-
ple see and understand the world.

Schools that take this middle 
ground, he said, “recognize that 
not only is it OK to teach about 
religion but that if kids want to 
explore those things, as long as 
those directing it are just creating 
a space to pursue whatever they’re 
interested in,” they should be al-
lowed do so. 

“If a Muslim kid comes and 
says, ‘I’ve got to pray five times 
a day, can I use your classroom 
when no one’s in there?’ it’s OK 
under the free-exercise clause.

“But if a Muslim kid comes 
and says, ‘I pray five times a day 
and think it’s pretty cool, can I 
lead everybody in prayer at the 
beginning of English class?’ that’s 
not OK.”

“We want kids to decide if 
they believe in one god, 30 gods 
or no god,” Chaltain said, “and 
the best way to do that is to recog-
nize that one of the most central 
things we can learn about as hu-
man beings is the role religion has 
played in history.” 

Chaltain observes that con-
cerns today regarding public 
school curricula are predomi-
nantly focused on reading and 
math scores. 

“Right now, conversations 
about education are divorced 
from conversations about learn-
ing,” he said. “When we talk 
about education, we talk about 
how to boost test scores, as 
though that’s a complete proxy 
for how we ensure how children 
do a better job of learning and 
growing.” 

We don’t often talk about reli-
gion in curricula “because it’s lost 
in the weeds of percentile gains 
and third-grade math scores,” 
Chaltain said. “We’ve got a lot of 
work to do.”

“Getting religion right in 
schools matters because getting 
religious freedom right in Amer-
ica matters,” Charles Haynes 
writes.

Questions put to the Lee 
school’s local board of directors 
regarding the proposed moral 
focus curricula and the religious 
language in the early draft of the 
charter application have gone 
unanswered. All requests to the 
board by The Citizen for inter-
views have gone unanswered.

chaRTER 
fRoM PAGE 1

Your efforts have enriched all our 
lives. Coyotes, movies, music, 
beer, food and books – that’s life 
in Carrboro for you.

Our delivery staff has faith-
fully and reliably brought the 
newspaper to your favorite loca-
tion through the worst weather 

central N.C. has to offer. Deliver-
ing newspapers is hard work, but 
Wendy, Mondo and Chuck have 
done a great job.

All of these folks should feel 
great pride at what we’ve accom-
plished. They’ve been underpaid 
and overworked, yet always will-
ing to do more. I thank you all, 
and I know our readers do as well.

We’ve also had wonderful sup-
port from a long list of advertisers 

who have understood the value 
of being seen in their hometown 
newspaper. A trio of advertisers 
stands out for their longevity: 
Carrboro Family Vision, who ad-
vertised in all 290 issues; Weaver 
Street Realty, who made it into all 
but the first issue; and Cat’s Cra-
dle, who anchored our colorful 
music page. Weaver Street Mar-
ket believed we could help them 
back to prosperity; I like to think 

we played a part in our co-op’s re-
surgence. There are so many more 
who deserve mention; thank you 
all for your steadfast support for 
what we’ve done.

For our part, Vicky and I 
appreciate all the good wishes 
we’ve received. We’re proud that 
we’ve been able to bring The Cit-
izen to our community. It’s been 
our pleasure.

Final iSSuE 
fRoM PAGE 1
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What’s in a name?
The jurisdictional issues are killing us.
Yeah, I know that’s over-the-top, but so is the way we cling to 

geographical identification around here.
Take for instance, the tweets that rolled out when 70-plus folks 

from around here visited my wonderful adopted hometown of 
Bloomington. Upon touring and hearing about 
its “arts and entertainment district” (when I 
lived there we called it downtown), several folks 
noted that Chapel Hill already has an enter-
tainment district known as “Carrboro.” That’s 
funny because in a lot of ways it’s true. In fact, 
when Chapel Hill once applied to be an “All-
American City,” it put down The ArtsCenter 
as one of its amenities. Even the All-American 
City people thought that was funny.

But that incident and the recent tweet about 
the arts district, although separated by 20 or so 
years in time, are an indication of how messed 
up our thinking is. We are stuck – “bound” 
may be a better word – with the lines we’ve 
drawn and the consequences of basing every-
thing on them. It’s pretty easy to ignore the lines on a day-to-day 
basis, but when it comes to collecting taxes, drafting budgets and 
spending real money to do things like economic development or 
improve infrastructure, the lines are a big deal.

Technically, I live in Chapel Hill, but not in town. My back 
fence marks the line between county and town. I don’t get to pay 
all those extra taxes, but if I want to expand my house I have to 
get Chapel Hill’s permission. I don’t get to vote in Chapel Hill’s 
elections and have to contract for garbage pickup or take it to the 
dump myself. And even though there’s a town police substation a 
couple of hundred yards away, if somebody breaks into my house 
I have to call the sheriff.

Over the years, I’ve heard neighborhoods like mine called free-
loaders, even by normally intelligent people and even some elected 
officials of Chapel Hill and Carrboro. We’re freeloaders because 
we get to enjoy the towns we live near and, most importantly, 
because of those great schools, which are funded by – drum roll – 
county and state government, not the towns.

If that doesn’t make any sense, well, you’re on to something.
In the mid-1980s, after the lessons of a protracted war of an-

nexation with Durham, our lovely area was divided up between 
the various jurisdictions. Lines were drawn designating each 
town’s urban services boundaries, bright lines that sewer lines 

and services would not cross in order to prevent 
sprawl. It was a complicated agreement and a 
testament to the idea that the various jurisdic-
tions could work together to achieve a common 
goal. It also gave everyone a sense of certainty 
that one day their neighborhood would be in 
Carrboro, Hillsborough or Chapel Hill or re-
main “out in the county.”

That kind of presumed towns would retain 
their right to expand through annexation. The 
General Assembly in recent years has made that 
less likely. They’ve made it nearly impossible for 
an area to be involuntarily annexed. Given the 
abuses over annexation in the state, it is unlikely 
it will ever be as easy as it was for a good long 
while, maybe forever. That changes the annex-

ation game, but it doesn’t change the lines and boundaries we 
settled on here in the 1980s. And it doesn’t change the problem 
we have with working together.

We’ve had some successes, like the transit system and mutual 
agreements on fire protection, but those came about mainly be-
cause they were driven by the needs of the university. The jurisdic-
tional roadblocks are why we can’t seem to do much together any-
more. It’s why something as simple as running water and sewer 
to homes on Rogers Road, which straddles the line between the 
towns, has become enormously complicated. It’s why we can have 
a giant downtown music festival that doesn’t cross an imaginary 
line near Merritt Mill Road.

In a month or so, we’ll be over one big, hairy federal election 
cycle and into the local election cycle. Local elections are when 
the silo effect really takes hold, when those borders are so real that 
you’d think the towns were miles apart. We are, of course, just not 
in time and space.

constitutional issues implicated
maRk DoRoSin

The Chapel Hill Town Council recently heard extensive pub-
lic comment regarding the bus advertisements sponsored by the 
Church of Reconciliation. The majority of those comments, like 
the complaints (from residents and at least one council member) 
that began the public dialogue, focused almost exclusively on the 
content of those ads. This community conversation, both by its 
nature and its substance, illustrated the First Amendment issues 
that should define the town’s further consideration of revising its 
bus advertising policy.

Chapel Hill’s bus advertising policy has created what courts 
have recognized as a “limited public forum” inside the buses. 
While some limitations on speech are permitted in such a forum, 
content-based restrictions – those based on the message of any ad-
vertisement – are subject to the strictest judicial scrutiny and must 
be narrowly tailored to serve a compelling government interest. 

There has been some suggestion that the town replace the pol-
icy with one that only permits “commercial” advertising. While 
such a limitation may appear to create a viewpoint-neutral restric-
tion on ads, there are in fact several constitutional and practical 
problems with such a simplistic approach. First, to the extent 
there is a legal hierarchy among categories of speech, political 
speech or that concerning matters of public concern – like the 
advertisement in question – is accorded the highest level of pro-
tection. A policy that prioritizes commercial speech over political 
speech subverts this well-established constitutional paradigm by 
discounting the core value of public discourse on issues of criti-
cal community interest. Moreover, such a blunt tool ignores the 
reality that commercial speech often inherently includes political 
messages. A commercial speech-only policy would, for example, 
permit ads encouraging bus riders to buy Chic-fil-A, but prohibit 
ones calling for them not to. 

There are even more basic constitutional issues implicated 
in such a change. No one can seriously question that the objec-
tions to the ad and the town’s pending review of its advertising 
regulations are based on objections to the content of the ads. As 
such, any substantive restrictions on free speech, even ostensibly 
viewpoint-neutral changes, would be constitutionally suspect as 
motivated by the publicly expressed disdain of some community 
members and policymakers for the ads.

Chapel Hill isn’t the only community confronting the issue of 
controversial transit advertising. A few weeks ago, a federal court 
struck down the New York Metropolitan Transit Authority’s at-
tempt to ban a controversial conservative ad (which included the 
phrase “Support Israel. Defeat Jihad.”). In the wake of the ruling, 
the MTA has hastily tried to revise its policy to include some fa-
cially neutral language that will allow them to ban the ad again. 
This post-hoc attempt to bypass the court’s ruling – and constrain 
speech that the MTA finds offensive – will undoubtedly invite 
further litigation. 

The First Amendment doesn’t guarantee one’s right not to 
be offended. In fact, it guarantees just the opposite. Free speech 
means that at some point each of us will be confronted by ideas, 
images and words that challenge, upset, annoy and hopefully 
engage us in the social and political life of our community. As 
Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis reminds us, “No danger 
flowing from speech can be deemed clear and present, unless the 
incidence of the evil apprehended is so imminent that it may be-
fall before there is opportunity for full discussion. If there be time 
to expose through discussion the falsehood and fallacies, to avert 
the evil by the processes of education, the remedy to be applied is 
more speech, not enforced silence.”

Mark Dorosin is senior managing attorney with the UNC Center for 
Civil Rights. 
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Town, volunteers 
made music 
festival possible

The 15th annual Carrboro 
Music Festival took place on 
Sunday, Sept. 30. I’d like to 
send out my personal thanks 
to all who contributed to Car-
rboro’s always-special day – 
especially the rain gods who 
allowed us a glorious one-day 
window without rain.

Thank you to the Carrboro 
Recreation & Parks Depart-
ment, with very special thanks 
to recreation supervisor Rah 
Trost, who helped coordinate 
the event while juggling a cou-
ple of other upcoming town 
events. Thanks to recreation 
administrator Dennis Joines 
for the running the website. I’d 
also like to thank the Carrboro 
Public Works Department and 
streets superintendent David 
Poythress, the Carrboro Police 
Department and Capt. Walter 
Horton and the Carrboro Fire 
Department under Chief Tra-
vis Crabtree. Without the town 
commitment, the event would 
not exist. 

Many thanks to the 2012 
volunteer committee mem-
bers: Charlie Berry, Catherine 
DeVine, Tony Galiani, Mi-
chael Gowan, Jackie Helvey, 
Meg McGurk and Janet Place. 
Special gratitude expressed to 
Meg for her invaluable volun-
teer coordination and to Janet 
for her fantastic graphic design 
work. Thank you to all the gen-
erous sponsors (including The 
Carrboro Citizen for their won-
derful insert), the venues and 
all the musicians who donate 
their time and abilities. 

GERRy WIllIAMS
Festival coordinator

morals take 
backseat to money

The Republican candidates 
in our current election drama 
have emphasized their stal-
wart stance on religious and 
moral issues. Mitt Romney is 
– or has been – a bishop of the 
Mormon Church; his political 
companion, Paul Ryan, is a de-
voted member of the Catholic 
Church. These aspects of their 
candidacy are seemingly above 
contradiction and we – Demo-
crat or Republican – appreciate 
the validity of their moral view-
point, even though we may ar-
gue over their political views. 

What is disturbing, howev-
er, is Romney and Ryan’s swift 
acceptance of both the endorse-
ment and millions upon mil-
lions of dollars for their po-
litical coffers from one Sheldon 
Adelson. They did so in the 
face of the questionable source 
of Adelson’s activities, under-
lined by current investigations 
by the Justice Department and 
the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. Apparently the 
Republican candidates for our 
highest offices have decided 
that morality must take a back 
seat when political funding is 
concerned!

Adelson has had an adven-
turous life in gambling. He 
tried to bribe Chinese officials 
for help in expanding his ca-
sino empire to Macau. Mr. A. 
is also known to have received 
millions of dollars from groups 
of outlawed gamblers, giving 
them the free run of the ameni-
ties of his Las Vegas operation. 
And there is more! It has been 
suggested, that, based on Adel-
son’s extensive donations to the 
Republican Party, if R&R are 
the winners he will be vindi-
cated by a grateful Republican 
government who will help to 
wash his sins away!

This accusation has some 
validity in the knowledge that 
a) Mr. Romney met with Mr. 
Adelson during his recent Eu-
ropean trip, while b) Paul Ryan, 
upon his receipt of the Republi-
can nomination for VP imme-
diately went to a closed victory 
celebration at Adelson’s spec-
tacular Las Vegas hotel

Wow! How is it that money 
always overrides the moral is-
sues involved? Romney and 
Ryan are the most recent ex-
ample of such a turn around.

WIllIAM SoMMERS
Pittsboro

What’s a 
newspaper 
worth?

RoBERT DickSon

As you might imagine, this question has 
been on my mind a great deal lately.

As we’ve moved toward this day when this 
labor of love comes to an end, I’ve talked with 
a number of tire kickers, a couple of investor-
types looking to make a quick profit (really!) 
and folks who just like this newspaper and 
would like to see it continue.

Unfortunately, none of these folks see the 
value in what we’ve built here, at least not 
enough to make it worthwhile to own. That’s 
OK, though; nothing lasts forever (thanks, 
Sy).

What I’m really worrying about now is 
the future of our type of journalism: news 
coverage where the story is written in-depth, 
objectively and professionally, by a reporter 
actually on the scene, with facts and sources 
verified – specifically, not a slanted viewpoint 
by some blogger watching the proceedings on 
TV in his jammies.

The problem is that professional journal-
ism costs money, and that we have all gotten 
way too comfortable with getting our news 
for free. Journalists don’t make much money 
(just ask the Citizen staff), but they’ve still got 
to eat.

Newspapers have done this to themselves 
though, and pulling back from the brink is 
proving to be painful. The siren song of In-
ternet advertising cash has not made up for 
the lost revenue from print editions. So, what 
do you know, newspapers across the land are 
deciding to charge for their online content. 
Gee, what a concept.

I grew up with newspapers that you had 
to buy to read, and I still operate a newspa-
per that uses that model. But print readership 
of subscription-based newspapers is losing 
ground to the digital versions. Pay walls are 
going to have to come up if for-profit newspa-
pers are to survive.

I’ve heard a neighbor tell me how easy it is 
to defeat the pay wall at The New York Times. 
The best $3.75 I spend every week is on that 
newspaper, and I can’t imagine a day without 
it. What’s our world going to be like when the 
Grey Lady goes down because readers won’t 
pay for content? Or The Wall Street Journal or 
The Washington Post or The News & Observer?

The republic will be on the rocks, that’s 
what will happen. We can have all the instant 
information we want, but we have to be able 
to trust it to make reasonable decisions.

Call me an old curmudgeon if you’d like 
(you won’t be alone), but I want to know the 
reporters covering the board of aldermen are 
being paid for their efforts. I want to know 
that they’ve covered the issues before and can 
objectively report the details that are so im-
portant.

So what does this have to do with the de-
mise of The Carrboro Citizen? My pondering 
has led me to the belief that one future of hy-
perlocal news outlets, at least in the style of 
The Citizen, is as nonprofit entities.

It’s likely too much to ask of small local 
businesses to provide sufficient advertising 
revenue to sustain the necessary news cov-
erage for a community like ours. A locally 
owned and operated nonprofit, however, 
could supplement ad sales with reader sup-
port and maybe a few grants, and come up 
with a sustainable model for local long-form 
journalism.

Or we can just be content with a publi-
cation that serves as a delivery service or one 
that is so full of ads that the content is hard 
to find.

Which will it be? It’s our choice as a 
community.
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lETTERS Policy
Letters should be no more than 425 words in 

length and must be accompanied by the author’s 
name, address and contact information. We will 
publish one letter per author per month. Lengthy 

letters written in longhand will mysteriously 
become lost. Emailed letters are preferred. That 
said, send your letters to:

letters to the editor 
Box 248 
Carrboro, nC 27510
susan@carrborocitizen.com

The First Amendment doesn’t 
guarantee one’s right not to be 

offended. In fact, it guarantees just 
the opposite.

Big
City
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To feature your listed property in this space, call Marty Cassady at 919-942-2100 ext. 2 or email marty@carrborocitizen.com.

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION!
Walk to Downtown Carrboro! Adorable, updated brick ranch on beautiful, .34 acre level lot 
with mature trees. 2BR/2BA, 976 sq ft. New paint, new windows, plantation shutters, 2 new 
doors, new carpet & wood tone flooring. Low maintenance, handicap accessible. 

$225,000

Chad Lloyd, 
Fonville Morisey Realty
919-606-8511

Featured ProPerty

Now leasing at special fall rates!

Walk to Downtown Carrboro
The Wilson

Greetings
 from

The Wilson

www.the-wilson.com

Chapel Hill’s  
Real Estate Specialist

Tony Hall

Residential Real Estate
311 W. Rosemary Street
Chapel Hill, NC 27516

919.933.8500 · 800.382.0673
tonyhall@tonyhallassociates.com

www.tonyhallassociates.com

SAY YES TO

Weaver Street Realty
116 E Main St  Carrboro 

919-929-5658
   

Jay Parker:
he says there are 
only two kinds 
of music. Good 
music and bad.

REAL ESTATE & CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED RATES $5.00/issue for up to 15 words. Words over 15: $0.35/word/issue.  

Place your classified ad online until MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

sell your stuff.

carrborocitizen.com/classifieds

carrborocitizen.com/classifieds

you want to try it?  Get in the ring. - Ann Romney, addressing her husband Mitt’s detractors in a 
much ballyhooed segment on Radio Iowa

cRyPToquoTE anSWER: itching for a Fight?
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pet of the 
week
oRangE counTy animal 
SERVicES — october is Dog 
Adoption Month at Animal Services! that 
means all adult dogs and select puppies 
will be available for only $60 – that’s nearly 
half the regular adoption fee! tuva is one 
of the cool canines representing this event. 
this gorgeous white husky is around 2 
years old and came to the Animal Services 
Center as a stray. We may not know her 
past, but with the combo of her great 
looks and awesome personality, her future 
is looking awfully bright. Don’t miss out 
on this pretty lady! Adopt or sponsor her 
today at orange County Animal Services, 
1601 Eubanks Road, Chapel Hill. you can 
also see her and other adoptable animals 
online at www.orangecountync.gov/
animalservices/adoption.asp

The  
Green Box

Tips on recycling, waste reduction and reuse from Orange 
County Solid Waste Management and friends

Shred-a-thons will 
be held Oct. 11 near 
Dillards at University 
Mall in Chapel Hill 
and Oct. 13 at the 

recycling site behind Home 
Depot at Hampton Pointe in 
Hillsborough. Both events 
will run 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
carry a 10-box limit. The 
events are limited to residents 
and small businesses  in 
Orange County and those in 
the part of Chapel Hill within 
Durham County as well as 
employees of Orange County 
or the Towns of Carrboro, 
Chapel Hill or Hillsborough. 
recycling volunteers 
are needed for Festifall on 
Sunday. Call Muriel at (919) 
968-2788 or email her at 
Muriel@orangecountync.gov. 
Community service hours are 
available for this one!
every week we collect 
nearly 2,000 cans and 
bottles from the 13 
recycling bins along 

Franklin Street in Chapel 
Hill. A Sept. 14 early-morning 
waste audit (that’s fancy talk 
for picking the trash) found 
a total of only 139 cans and 
bottles in the contents of 
the 37 street-side trashcans 
examined. That’s a more 
than 90 percent recycling 
rate!  Surprisingly, the ratio 
of recyclables found in 
trashcans next to recycling 
bins was the same as that 
of trashcans not next to 
recycling bins. 
Does your workplace or 
place of worship have 
adequate recycling in 
place? Are they buying 
recycled products when 
possible?  If not, we can help 
you develop a recycling and 
waste-reduction plan. Just 
call us or email recycling@
orangecountync.gov
Send your questions to 
recycle@orangecountync.gov 
or phone them in to (919) 968-
2788. 

Vacation ProPerties

aFForDaBLe PLace on tHe 
BeacH! Mobile home for sale on 
leased lot at Emerald Isle. Just off NC 
58, ocean side close to pier. Short walk 
to beach, restaurants, shopping & bike 
trail; everything you need nearby. Cozy 
1958 model, fully furnished. It’s retro 
and a little funky but charming & well 
cared for. New roof, new AC units, new 
electrical panel, new plumbing. Gas 
stove. Covered porch, shade trees, 
storage shed. Great for weekend get-
aways! Cheaper than a good used car 
at just $10,000. Lot rent is paid thru end 
of 2012. Call 919-801-8589 

Homes For saLe

remoDeLeD contemPorary 
ranch home close to trails on Carolina 
North campus. Wood & tile floors, up-
dated kitchen, MBR suite with sitting 
room & sleeping loft. Attached studio 
with sep entry. Wonderful screened 
porch. $248,000 Weaver Street Realty 
919-929-5658 

HeLP WanteD

assistant oPerator for indoor 
fish farming facility. Minimum 25 hrs/
week at $10.12/hr. Permanent part-
time position. 919-563-8761 

Home imProVement

carpenter Kendrick Harvey Car-
pentry Service. I have been a lo-
cal carpenter for 26 years. I make 
big pieces of wood smaller and 
nail them together! Any kind of 
framing. Decks, Log structures, 
Screen, Porches, Cabinets, Re-
models, Fences, Barns, That door 
you bought at Habitat, Acoustic Tile 
Ceilings, Tile, Bookshelves, Plant-
ers, Metal roofs, Floors, Cable deck 
railings, Pergolas, Trellises, Trim, 
Skylites, Move or make new doors 
or windows, Retaining walls, Any 
carpentry related repairs. I work by 
the hour or by the job. Insured. Ref-
erences available. Feel free to look 
at sample work on my website.
KendrickHarvey.com kendrickch@
gmail.com 919-545-4269 

LanDscaPing

yarD care WitH care Brian D. 
Rogers Tree & Landscaping. Mulch, 
pine straw, leaf removal, gutters 
cleaned, tree/ shrub planting, shap-
ing & pruning, tree removal, storm 
cleanup, jungle taming. Free quotes. 
Immaculate cleanup. Over 15 yrs. 
experience, fully licensed/ insured. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 919-933-
9921 or 919-542-9892 

serVices

creativeretirementnow.com 
Successful Retirement Needs a 
Plan! Work, Leisure, Relation-
ships!? Create purpose, meaning 
and balance! Ricki L. Geiger, LCSW, 
CRC (Certified Retirement Coach) 
919.929.8559. Free 15 minute 
phone consultation. 

gutter cLeaning/ gutter clean-
ing and pressure washing local ser-
vice free estimates. Carl 919-730-
2815 

DiVinerose FaciaLs: Offering Il-
luminating and Renewing Dr. Haus-
chka facial treatments. Cori Roth, NC 
licensed/ holistic Esthetician and Dr. 
Hauschka Retailer. Please visit Diviner-
ose.com for more info. 

saLe eVents

2nD annuaL saxaPaHaW FALL 
ANTIQUES FESTIVAL Sat. Oct. 20, 
8AM - 5PM. Roxy Farms Antiques, 
5768 Church Rd. Saxapahaw. 
FREE ADMISSION! (336) 525-2003 

misceLLaneous

canoe anD PaDDLes For saLe 
Mad River St. Croix canoe (now 
called Explorer 14tt); One Bending 
Branches Loon paddle; One St. Croix 
bent paddle. $500.00 Call Ken at 919-
423-4735. 

 

What’s at 
market

MeAt: prosciutto, pork sausage, 
brats, various other cuts of pork, 
lamb, various cuts of beef, buffalo 

(Wednesday only), rabbit and pheas-
ant (Wednesday only) and more 

fRUItS/VeGGIeS : radishes, 
fresh ginger, Arkansas black apples 

(Saturday only), collard greens, 
kale, roasted peppers, fresh herbs, 
muscadines and muscadine bottled 

juices, shiitake and oyster mush-
rooms, okra, melons, corn, potatoes, 
green beans, hulled peas, eggplants, 

garlic, peppers, winter squashes, 
cucumbers, arugula, lettuce/salad mix 

(Saturday only), onions, tomatoes, 
chard, bitter melon (Saturday only), 
white and purple sweet potatoes, 

dried tomatoes and more CheeS-
eS : an assortment of goat and cow 
cheeses fLoweRS : lilies, zinnias, 

tuberoses, straw flowers, celosias, 
sunflowers, lisianthus, mums, mixed 
bouquets and flower pots Spe-
CIALtY IteMS : kombucha, 
kimchi, wine, breads, pies, cakes, 
tortes, jams, jellies, pickles, local 

hotdogs, fermented foods, vegan and 
gluten-free options and more

SummER maRkET 
houRS

Wednesdays 3:30-6:30pm • 
Saturdays 7am-noon
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the board that they were in 
agreement with the plan as pre-
sented and the changes that the 
board issued. 

“What you see here is two 
things,” said Chapel Hill Tran-
sit director Steve Spade. “One is 
something that we can support 
and [two] is that we have a com-
mon understanding of this.” 

“We are comfortable with the 
language in here, and we are in 
agreement on this.” 

The approved Orange Coun-
ty Bus and Rail Investment Plan 
includes expanded bus hours 
and services to be implemented 
within the next five years by 
CHT, Triangle Transit and Or-
ange County; route enhance-
ments along Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard; an Amtrak 
station in Hillsborough; and a 
light-rail line that would con-
nect UNC Hospitals to Alston 
Avenue in Durham by 2026. 

The light-rail line would be 
funded by a combination of fed-

eral, state and local dollars, with 
Orange County’s share coming 
from increased vehicle registra-
tion fees and, if approved by vot-
ers, the half-cent transit tax.

“I think the investment in 
light rail is a mistake,” Yuhasz 
said. “I thought it was a mistake 
from the beginning and I con-
tinue to think it’s a mistake.” 

Details for funding service 
costs for CHT and Orange 
County Public Transit (OPT) 
were also approved at the meet-
ing as part of the Transit Interlo-
cal Implementation Agreement. 
The agreement states that a por-
tion of a new $7 vehicle registra-
tion fee increase may be used to 
cover service inflation costs for 
CHT and OPT.

“This is a very difficult issue 
for us to grapple with,” board 
Chair Bernadette Pelissier said. 
“We may not be in 100 percent 
agreement, but now we all un-
derstand.” 

The MPO Transit Advisory 
Committee is expected to release 
a preferred transportation plan 
alternative for public comment 
at its meeting on Wednesday. 

TRanSiT
fRoM PAGE 1
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a ThouSanD WoRDS
by JoCk lAUtERER

Do you have an important old photo that you value? Email your photo to jock@
email.unc.edu and include the story behind the picture. because every picture tells a 
story. And its worth? A thousand words.

uncle Jerry, the last Photograph

P
erhaps last’s week’s death of 
98-year-old Gerald Angier Ver-
non of Darien, Conn., should not 
have surprised anyone, given his 
age. but Uncle Jerry’s passing ren-

dered me vaguely disoriented and deeply 
moved. for what claims of family do I (a 
come-lately-nephew-in-law) have on the 
indefatigable old salt? only that as a kid 
without a proper father, I saw in Uncle 
Jerry the dad I never had – gregarious, lov-
ing, funny, never judgmental but always at-
tentive. My favorite memory is Uncle Jerry 
showing me his yoga moves at 95. last 
April when the family let it be known that 
Jerry had but months to live, we hightailed 

it 18 hours round-trip to New England for 
a single evening’s dinner and photo-taking. 
So how does it feel to be making a last 
photograph of someone you treasure? 
All I can say is that as a photographer, it 
was my small and almost silent (click) act 
of love. And of course, the family patriarch 
soldiered on for another six months. Mean-
while back home, I stowed that old ’50s-era 
Rolleiflex, not having the nerve to develop 
the film … until now, after his death, when 
again we see the bright happy face of my 
other Dad, (with his child-bride, 90-year-
old Aunt Mary, glowing in the background) 
as he cheers us on to embrace life as fully 
as did he. 

FloRa
fRoM PAGE 1

oaks (Quercus stellata) 
common trees of the high, 
dry, granite monadnock 
of Chapel Hill. Sometimes 
called “iron oak,” this spe-
cies is a survivor, tolerant of 
drought and fire and nutrient 
starvation. It grows slowly, 
often adding less than 1/16 
of an inch of diameter in a 
year, especially when growing 
on a dry granite hilltop in 
acidic soils. Growing as little 
as half an inch a decade and 
six inches a century, post 
oaks develop wood that is 
hard and tough, the heaviest 
wood in North America. 

As you walk or bike 
around town (downtown 
in Carrboro near Weaver 
Street Market, around the 
UNC Campus), ponder the 
age and characterful indi-
viduality of the many big old 
post oaks, with medium-gray 
bark, characteristic cross-
shaped leaves and gnarled 
spreading limbs. they have 
withstood drought, light-
ning strikes and the fires 
set by lightning and Native 
Americans. Some of them 
approach three feet in diam-
eter and are as old or older 
than the Davie Poplar, ma-
ture trees before European 
settlers came to what is now 
orange County. Ponder all 
that has taken place beneath 
their spreading branches!

Email Ken Moore at flora@
carrborocitizen.com. Find previ-
ous Ken Moore Citizen col-
umns at The Annotated Flora 
(carrborocitizen.com/flora).

Post oak is a fairly common large tree that is typical of drier habitats.
 PHoto by WIll Cook

Mature post oak acorns PHoto by WIll Cook

Voted Chapel Hill’s Best Event 
Downtown Chapel Hill

Sunday, October 7
12pm – 6pm

www.townofchapelhill.org/festifall

  

Immerse Yourself in the Arts

Chapel Hill’sChapel Hill’s

�Fun�Family�Activities�
Kids Rock!, North 
Carolina Symphony’s 
Instrument Zoo, 
Poetry Fox, 
Art2Wear, rock 
climbing and 
a Scavenger 
Hunt!

 3 Stages of Live Music
World, jazz, Americana, 
rock, ska, bluegrass

 100+ Local 
Artists 
painters, 
photographers, 
metal and fiber 
artists, potters, 
jewelers, all 
selected by jury

FlAir and Acro 
Entertainment 
Presented by

 Dance! Dance! Dance! 
UNC and local dance 
studios offer demos

Local Cuisine  
from some of Franklin 
Street’s favorites

Main Stage 
Presented 
by WCHL

GardensNiche

919-967-0078     www.NicheGardens.com

Monday-Saturday 9-5 & Sunday 10-5
1111 Dawson Road (West of Carrboro, off Old Greensboro Hwy) 

Sale dates: October 6-21

fall SALE!   

30% off all plants: on site only

carrborocitizen.com january 26, 2012   u   locally owned and operated   u   Volume V no. xlVI Free

This Weekend
Friday 
90% Chance of  Precip 
59/36 °F

SaTurday 
10% Chance of  Precip 
58/31 °F 

Sunday 
10% Chance of  Precip 
52/27 °F

inSide

Carrboro police 
learn Spanish 

See page 5
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What is 
wintergreen?

The most obvious evergreen 
features of the winter forest 
floor are numerous extensive 
carpets of Christmas ferns, 
Polystichum acrostichoides (see 
Flora, “Christmas ferns”). Such 
fern carpets indicate a bit more 
moisture close to the soil surface 
than occurring in the surrounding 
terrain. I also admire single speci-
mens and small clumps of ferns 
here and there and can’t help 
but wonder how many years will 
pass before they become im-
pressive spreads.

Less obvious, but notable to 
the observant eye, are at least 
five small evergreen plants that 
are easy to identify during the 
winter. Several of them in the 
past have been called winter-
green. Some years ago when 
assisting Betsy Green Moyer 
with Paul Green’s Plant Book, I 
was puzzled for days trying to 
discern exactly which botanical 
species were being described as 
“wintergreen” by old-timers who 
collected them for herbal medi-
cines. 

I finally decided to limit “win-
tergreen” to Gautheria procum-
bens, which in Bell and Lindsey’s 
Wild Flowers of North Carolina 
is also called checkerberry and 
teaberry. A common plant of 
northern states and our moun-
tain counties, this wintergreen is 
seldom seen down here in our 
Piedmont. 

Become familiar with the four 
common evergreen wildflowers 
pictured here by name and you 
can impress your woods-walking 
companions.

The most frequently found is 
Chimaphila maculata, spotted or 
striped wintergreen, sometimes 
called pipsissewa. Pipsissewa 
means “to make water” and was 
used as an herbal diuretic. You 
can use whatever name you like. 

FLOrA By Ken Moore

Spotted wintergreen sports striped leaves on a 
short stem.

PhOTO BY KeN MOOre

See  Flora  PAGe 10

Carrboro approves Shelton Station zoning
By SuSan diCkSon
Staff Writer

CarrBoro – In a decision that 
could allow for the development of the 
proposed Shelton Station mixed-use 
development, the Carrboro Board of 
Aldermen on Tuesday voted 4-3 to ap-
prove the rezoning of property planned 
for the project near the intersection of 
North Greensboro and Shelton streets.  

The project, proposed by Ken Re-
iter of Belmont Sayre, is a two-build-
ing, 110,000-square-foot development 
on 2.7 acres at 404, 406 and 500 N. 
Greensboro St. and 113 Parker St. A 

two-story building with 24,000 square 
feet of commercial property would 
face North Greensboro Street. A four-
story building, set back from the first 
and running perpendicular to Parker 
Street, would house 96 residential 
units with parking below them. 

The rezoning clears the way for the 
project to go through the conditional 
use permit process, in which devel-
opers will hammer out the details of 
Shelton Station, subject to approval by 
town officials. 

Reiter said public input has been 
important throughout the develop-
ment of the project, noting that public 

involvement will continue through the 
CUP process.  

“While [the rezoning] was a big 
hurdle, we still have a long way to go,” 
he said. 

Previously, developers proposed 
a front building with a third story of 
residential units, but made changes in 
order to reduce the total number of res-
idential units from 116 to 96 and thus 
avoid Department of Transportation 
regulations that would have required 
adding a turn lane on North Greens-
boro Street, potentially cutting into the 
front yards of houses across the street. 

In order for the development and 

other similar projects to be considered, 
the board in November approved zon-
ing changes that would allow greater 
residential density in developments in 
exchange for mutually agreed-upon 
conditions for site and building ele-
ments to be met in the project, like sus-
tainable-building features, affordable-
housing provisions and more, as well 
as at least 20 percent non-residential 
development. 

Board members were split on 
the project, with Randee Haven-
O’Donnell, Lydia Lavelle, Sammy

See  ShelTon  PAGe 10

yates investigator decision postponed

Sixty years of supporting the schools

By SuSan diCkSon
Staff Writer

ChaPel hill – Postponing a deci-
sion on whether to hire an outside 
investigator to report on incidents 
surrounding the Nov. 13 raid of the 
former Yates Motor Co. building, 
the Chapel Hill Town Council voted 
unanimously on Monday to refer a 

petition requesting the investigator 
to staff. 

The town’s Community Polic-
ing Advisory Committee submitted 
the petition after the town council 
referred the review to the commit-
tee, voting not to consider a measure 
proposing an independent review of 
the events. CPAC members said they 
felt they needed the assistance of an 

outside investigator to adequately 
review the incident, noting the ex-
tensive time involved in interviewing 
involved parties. 

“For the Community Policing 
Advisory Committee to effectively 
do its work, we feel that we need 
to develop a full and complete fac-
tual review of all the circumstances,” 
CPAC Chair Ron Bogle said. 

Bogle noted that the committee’s 
request was not a criticism of the 
internal review conducted by Town 
Manager Roger Stancil and police 
Chief Chris Blue – which stated that 
the actions of police were the best 
decisions that could have been made 
given the information available at the

See  yaTeS  PAGe 9

Weaver Street opens 
See page 3

Barbara Jessie-Black, executive director of the PTA Thrift Shop, looks forward to celebrating its 60th 
anniversary this week and to the revamping of the Carrboro complex (depicted in drawing), slated for 
completion next year.  PhOTO BY VALArIe SChWArTz 

reCenTly . . . 
BY VALArIe SChWArTz

Sixty years ago, a new idea was launched in a donated 
space on West Franklin Street that later became an in-
valuable resource for our community in multiple ways. 

On Feb. 29, 1952, volunteers waded through a line 
that had formed an hour before the 9 a.m. opening of the 
“Thrifty Shop,” which a group of mothers hoped would 
provide the funds to hire an art teacher. At that time, 
Chapel Hill Elementary School was next door to the 
high school, where University Square is today. Glenwood 
Elementary would open in 1953, and the school system 
and PTA had no funds for art. 

The “Art Mothers” had been providing lectures on 
art using paintings on loan from UNC, but they wanted 
more for their children. They got serious, changing their 
name to the Chapel Hill School Art Guild, doing some 
research, using their imaginations and stimulating the 
whole community. They reached out to every business 
with their expectations of support and enticed people 
from all over town to donate usable goods of any sort 
that they no longer needed or wanted.

See  reCenTly  PAGe 8

By SuSan diCkSon
Staff Writer

As the 2013 closure of the Orange 
County Landfill nears, a number of ideas 
are floating around as to how the county 
and its towns should proceed on solid-waste 
management, but one thing remains clear: 
There is no simple solution. 

In October, the county commissioners 
set into motion a plan to close the landfill 
in June 2013, choosing not to pursue an op-
tion that could further extend its operation. 

 
See  Solid WaSTe  PAGe 3

1972: 
The town of Chapel Hill purchases land 
just north of town on Eubanks Road in 
order to place on it a solid-waste land-
fill. The residents – mostly black, and 
with family histories of having worked 
and lived upon the land in this commu-
nity for many generations – are told this 
will be the only landfill placed in their 
neighborhood and that in 10 years it will 
be covered and become a park.

1997: 
Public officials promise to make 
enhancements to the Rogers Road 
community. 

2000:
Orange County takes over management 
of the landfill from Chapel Hill.

2006:
Waste production in Orange County is 
down 47.7 percent from 1991, extend-
ing the landfill’s life beyond previous 
estimates. 

March 2007: 
The Orange County Board of Commis-
sioners votes unanimously to build a 
solid-waste transfer station at the site 
of the landfill, anticipating that the 
landfill will reach capacity in 2010.  

NoveMber 2007: 
Residents of the community – led by 
the Rogers-Eubanks Coalition to End 
Environmental Racism – have alleged 
environmental racism, saying 35 years 
of a landfill is enough of a burden 
for one community to bear, and have 
demanded the search be reopened. The 
commissioners reopen the search for a 
solid-waste transfer station. 

2008:
After a year-long search for a solid-
waste transfer station, the commission-
ers approve a site on N.C. 54 across 
from the intersection with Morrow Mill 
Road. 

May 2009: 
Chapel Hill Mayor Kevin Foy suggests a 
Chapel Hill-owned location on Millhouse 
Road north of the new Town Opera-
tions Center – a mile to the southwest 
of Rogers-Eubanks – as a possible 
alternative to the N.C. 54 site for the 
transfer station. 

october 2009: 
The Chapel Hill Town Council puts an 
end to months of speculation about 
whether the town might provide a site 
it owns on Millhouse Road for a new 
waste transfer station by rejecting a 
plan to look at the feasibility of the site.

 

DeceMber 2009: 
The commissioners vote to have the 
county ship its garbage to Durham 
County’s transfer station.

May 2011:
The commissioners vote to create a 
special fund to help pay for community 
projects in the Rogers Road area, with 
monies accrued through a $5 surcharge 
on every ton of waste that trucks dump 
at the landfill. 

october 2011: 
The commissioners vote not to pursue 
extending the life of the landfill and to 
declare an intent to close it in 2013. 
County solid-waste staff had deter-
mined that the life of the landfill could 
be extended until as late as 2018.

tiMeliNe of trash

DEBATE
one messy

the history of the eUbaNKs roaD laNDfill
PhoTo By dunCan hoGe
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This Weekend
Friday
Partly Cloudy
72/52

Saturday 
Chance of Storms
66/41

Sunday
Partly Cloudy
55/32

going native

Spring Gardening 
Special Section Inside

campus 
mourns
Arrest comes a week 
after Carson’s death
by Kirk ross & emily burns
Staff Writers

In the 
recorded his-
tory of this 
community, 
few stories have 
been sadder.

With barely 
a week having 
passed since 
the murder of 
Student Body 
President
Eve Marie Carson, emotions are still 
raw; and as campus gears up after its 
spring break, there will be time again 
on Tuesday to remember a bright and 
personable student leader whose life 
ended violently near the intersection 
of Hillcrest Drive and Hillcrest Circle 
in the early-morning hours of Wednes-
day, March 5.

Police said Carson, an Athens, 
Georgia native who came to Carolina 
as a Morehead-Cain scholar, was shot 
multiple times, including at least once 
in the head. Days into the investigation, 
police released photos of two “persons 
of interest” seen using Carson’s ATM 
card and driving what appears to be 
her 2005 Toyota Highlander.

Yesterday (Wednesday), Durham 
police arrested and transferred into 
Chapel Hill Police custody Demario 
James Atwater, 21, who was charged 
with first-degree murder in the case. 
Police also issued a warrant for Law-
rence Alvin Lovett Jr., 17, whom they 
believe to be the man seen driving 
Carson’s vehicle in an ATM surveil-
lance video. Lovett, who has also been 
charged with first-degree murder, had 
not been apprehended at press time and 
is the target of an intense manhunt.

SEE  CARSON  PAGE ?
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Guy B. Phillips Honor Roll
See page 9
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PHOTO by kEN MOORE
Harbinger of spring: flowers of Hepatica

        up and going out and abroad
ReCeNTly . . . 
by Valarie Schwartz

At first it seemed to her Dogwood Acres neighbors 
that Marianne Principe was an assistance dog train-
er, as they were seen walking each morning. Usually 
the first with a greeting to others walking along, she 
clearly had her sight, though the beautiful Golden Re-
triever, with its harness and “Do Not Pet” sign, was 
obviously an assistance dog.

Assistance dog, indeed — “Journey” has been as-
sisting Principe with her balance since going to live 
with her in October 2006, providing her with stability 
since her equilibrium was suddenly robbed in January 
2005. 

“It happened in an instant,” Principe said. She was 
fine one second and the next she was so dizzy she had 
to lie down — and ever since, she has not been able to 
get up without severe dizziness. She frequently must 
keep her eyes closed during conversations to control 
the vertigo and nausea that sweep through her body 
as the result of an infection-damaged vestibular nerve. 

The only way to correct it is through a risky, low-suc-
cess-rate surgery. 

She stumbled upon the treatment that has brought 
her back a life — getting Journey.

“They thought I’d have a typical recovery after one 
year of physical therapy,” Principe said of the diagnosis 
of vestibular neuronitis. After a year, she was no bet-
ter, and as she continued therapy a new test became 
available that indicated she had experienced all the re-
covery she would have. “In most cases, the other nerve 
compensates for the damaged one, but that didn’t 
happen. What’s left of the damaged nerve sends out 
erroneous, distorted messages that confuse the brain.” 
It leaves her spinning and nauseated. 

She may seem familiar to many after working for 
12 years as the nutrition department buyer at Whole 
Foods. She tried to continue her job there, which was 
also the center of her social life, but it was more than 
she could handle. 

Life became PT, and when she could watch with

SEE  ReCeNTly PAGE 5
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Freshmen Julie Ivey (left) and Caitlin Hughes at last week’s candlelight vigil for Eve Carson. 

Marking the 
emergence of spring

y ou have to take care to 
avoid stepping on the He-
paticas when you approach 
the bench to sit and enjoy 
the sights and sounds along 

New Hope Creek at the old mill 
site. It’s springtime on Triangle Land 
Conservancy’s Johnston Mill Nature 
Preserve; Hepaticas and other spring 
wildflowers are emerging. 

Johnston Mill Nature Preserve 
is just one of several that Triangle 
Land Conservancy (TLC) manages 
throughout Chatham, durham, 
Johnston, Lee, Orange and Wake 
counties. It is well worth your inves-
tigating the website, www.tlc-nc.org, 
for site descriptions and a schedule 
of seasonal interpretive walking and 
canoe excursions in these preserves.

The 296-acre Johnston Mill Na-
ture Preserve is my favorite because 
it has so many diverse habitats and 
there are some really interesting 
botanical features there. Those 
Hepaticas are one of them. He-
patica americana, commonly called 
Liverleaf, usually occurs on mature 
forest slopes above the flood plain. 
Here in the Johnston tract, they 
are scattered among the carpets of 
Trout Lily, Erythronium americanum, 
and Spring beauty, Claytonia virgi-
nica, on the low-lying areas border-
ing the creek. The traditional first 
sign of spring is the emergence of 
the Hepatica flower just above the 
forest leaf litter. The blue color of 
that flower is indescribable. When 
you spot the flowers, look for the 
three-lobed evergreen leaves, which 
turn deep burgundy before they 
decompose to make way for the 
new leaves.

Another spring harbinger, Spice-
bush, Lindera benzoin, is easy to spot 
throughout the flood plain; look for 
tiny lemon-yellow flowers on the 
bare branches of head-high shrubs. 
Those inconspicuous flowers pro-
duce brilliant red berry-like fruit in 
late summer.

A second interesting feature for 
me is the warty bark of Celtis laevi-
gata, commonly called Hackberry or 
Sugarberry. The smooth trunk of this 
tree is usually covered with wart-like 
corky growths, but a particular grove 
of trees near the old Johnston Mill 

SEE  FlORA  PAGE 12
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PHOTO by VALARIE SCHWARTZ
Marianne Principe has reclaimed her life with 
Journey’s help.

by robert n. eby
Chatham County Line

Reflecting the slowdown in the 
national economy, development in 
Chatham County, both residential 
and commercial, is stuttering. While 
some projects are still moving ahead, 
many have slowed down and a few 
have been abandoned. New residen-
tial building permits for Chatham 
County, including Pittsboro but 
not Cary, which had been averag-
ing 138 per quarter since the fourth 
quarter of 2004, dropped sharply in 
the fourth quarter of 2007, to only 
62. This is despite the fact that more 
than 10,000 home sites have been 
authorized.

The one exception is in Cary’s 
part of the county, where the Am-
berly development is moving ahead 

briskly. During the last half of 2007, 
Cary issued 198 permits for homes 
inside of Chatham County, while 
Chatham issued only 189 permits. 

Residential developers selling 
only land seem to be doing better 
than those who are selling both lots 
and homes. Chapel Ridge’s origi-
nal 660 lots, priced largely in the 
$100,000 to $150,000 range, are 
98 percent sold, according to Jens 
Hoeg, Bluegreen Corporation’s 
vice-president of sales. His efforts 
are now focused on selling lots in 
The Estates at Chapel Ridge, which 
was originally approved as The 
Woodlands, before being purchased 
by Bluegreen. According to Hoeg, 
those 170 lots should be sold within
the next 15 months.

SEE  CHATHAM  PAGE 7

downturn felt sharply by local homebuilders
[editor’s note: This is part of an 

ongoing Citizen series on how debt and 
mortgage problems and the slowdown in 
the economy are affecting local markets.]

by Kirk ross
Staff Writer

As the subprime mortgage crisis 
morphed into a debt crisis and led to 
a slowdown in housing markets across 
the country, many here were optimis-
tic that the area would once again be 
insulated from the fallout.

The dynamic of a growing univer-
sity, an attractive public school sys-
tem and a market that by nature has 
a good deal of turnover remains. But 
the optimism that the local market 
would ride out the storm unscathed 
has waned. Even the most upbeat 
realtors will acknowledge some pain. 
Many are leading sellers through what 
Weaver Street Market’s Gary Phillips 
describes as “reality therapy,” telling 
them to expect much more time on 

the market and a more modest assess-
ment of the return one can expect.

But while realtors and sellers are 
being hard hit, the worst of the impact 
is being felt by homebuilders, especial-
ly mid-sized builders who have been 
riding the housing boom in Chatham 
County (see article this page).

Nick Tennyson, executive vice pres-
ident of Home Builders Association of 
Durham, Orange and Chatham coun-
ties, said that the slowdown has cre-
ated a large inventory of homes. Spec 
house builders and builders who need 
to keep large crews busy are finding 
more and more of their cash tied up 
and are having to make large monthly 
payments on homes they’d hoped to 
have sold by now.

Making that worse, he said, is that 
the glut is being seen in larger homes. 
“How many people want something 
priced $750,000 to $800,000? The 
pool of buyers is 

SEE  HOUSiNG  PAGE 7

Development stutters in chatham county
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PhOtO By KeN MOORe
cheerful faces of speedwells are a sure sign of 
spring.

Little gardens 
beneath our feet

A
t the base of the 
utility pole on the 
Weaver Street Market 
corner of Weaver and 
Greensboro streets 

is a beautiful little garden of 
speedwells and dandelions and 
other close-to-the-ground, ear-
ly-spring flowering weeds. there 
are several of these miniature 
gardens scattered beneath the 
big post oaks at the corner.

Signaling spring’s arrival, those 
blue speedwells are f lowering 
now in many yards through-
out our neighborhoods. you 
may even spot patches of blue 
in the medians as you drive 
around our towns on Fordham 
Boulevard.

you may also have them in 
your yard, but you may move 
too quickly to enjoy them and 
the diversity of other flowers 
scattered there. But if you have 
one of those turf-grass lawns, 
regularly maintained with fertil-
izers and herbicides, you won’t 
have a spring-flowering yard. 

to have such a yard, you 
must set about to cultivate a 
“freedom lawn.” Such a lawn is 
not really too much of a chal-
lenge to create and maintain. to 
succeed, all you have to do is 
nothing. your yard will become 
filled with all sorts of volunteer 
plants. In flower now is an as-
sortment of winter annuals that 
begin growing in the late fall and 
burst forth with flowers close 
to the ground in early February. 
Flowering close down on the 
ground seems to be an advan-
tage during cold weather.

See  FLOra PAGe 10
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Morgan 
Creek 
Greenway 
reviewed
By KirK rOss
Staff Writer

 carrBoro  — The Carrboro Board 
of Aldermen on Tuesday night re-
viewed an extensive master plan for 
additional phases of the Morgan 
Creek Greenway, including a pos-
sible pedestrian bridge under Smith 
Level Road near Frank Porter Gra-
ham Elementary School.

In its meeting at Town Hall, 
the board heard from engineers 
working with Chapel Hill and 
Carrboro on the expanded green-
way project. Construction is under 
way for expansion of the greenway 
from Merritt’s Pasture west, paral-
leling N.C. 54.

New phases under consideration 
aim to connect three schools — 
Frank Porter Graham Elementary, 
Culbreth Middle and Carrboro 
High — and more than a dozen 
neighborhoods. The trail would be 
paved and Americans with Disabil-
ities Act compliant, with natural 
surface spurs.

See  GreenWay  PAGe 4

new zoning rules could boost range of affordable homes

The pipes are calling  

Her own terms
Ashley Osment confronts cancer and the merits of positive thinking
By TayLOr sisK
Staff Writer

Ashley Osment isn’t by nature 
a book-burner. In fact, last month 
the Chapel Hill-Carrboro branch 
of the NAACP presented its Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Commu-
nity Service Award to Osment, a 
civil-rights lawyer, for having spent 
her adult life defending the consti-
tutional rights of any and all to live, 
work and express themselves rea-
sonably undeterred.

But Bernie Siegel, author of the 
1986 bestseller Love, Medicine & 
Miracles and coiner of such mass-
consumed aphorisms as “The simple 
truth is that happy people generally 
don’t get sick,” makes Osment want 
to undo it all. After reading one of 
his books, she says, “I just wanted 
to have a book burning, of Bernie 
Siegel’s positive thinking.”

Not that she ever would. But 
that she would even consider book 
burning is testament to the anger 
Osment sometimes feels, unapolo-
getically, at the twisted victimiza-
tion to which people with cancer 
are routinely subjected: The sugges-
tion that if you aren’t getting better, 
it’s your own fault, and the atten-
dant commercialization, the com-
moditization, of her cancer. 

“There are just all these demean-
ing, very gender-based symbols,” Os-
ment says of all the pink ribbons and 
cuddly bears. “‘Hold this and think 
positively, because, damn it, you 
caused your own cancer by not being 
positive.’ That really [ticks] me off.”

“I think that you can be miser-
able,” she says, “and it’s a mistake 
to let your misery define your last 
experience on Earth.” 

By KirK rOss
Staff Writer 

 cHapel Hill  —  The Chapel Hill 
Town Council opened a public hear-
ing Monday night on changes to the 
town’s zoning rules that are designed 
to increase the types of affordable 
housing.

At its meeting at Town Hall, the 
council reviewed a proposed inclu-
sionary-zoning ordinance aimed at 
expanding the range of housing stock 
and making more of it available to 
low- and moderate-income families.

For more than a decade, the coun-
cil has required developers seeking 
zoning changes or special-use per-
mits to make 15 percent of a project’s 
housing units affordable. The current 
system relies mainly on the Com-

munity Home Trust to manage the 
affordable units created under the 
town’s current system.

Critics of the system in place say 
it doesn’t produce enough multi-bed-
room units and does not offer enough 
flexibility in accepting payments in 
lieu to cover the rising maintenance 
costs the trust faces as the affordable-
housing stock grows.

Affordable housing has been a 
long-running concern in Chapel Hill 
as rising housing costs have pushed 
lower- and moderate-income fami-
lies — including teachers, police and 
service and trade workers — farther 
from town.

In an overview of the new ordi-
nance and the need for it, former town 
planning director Roger Waldon, a 
consultant to the town on the rules, 

emphasized the need for a more com-
prehensive way to achieve affordable-
housing goals.

“A large category of the workforce 
here in Chapel Hill can’t afford to 
live here,” Waldon said, “and it has 
been a community goal to maintain 
a diverse community and to have 
people who work here be able to live 
in the community.”

Waldon pointed to a study con-
ducted last year by Stewart Cohen 
of UNC’s Center for Urban and 
Regional Studies that looked at the 
housing needs for trade and service 
workers and others generated by new 
residential construction.

“The conclusion of that report and 
many others is that the market is not 
providing housing for the full range of 
people who work in Chapel Hill and 

would like to live here,” Walden said.
The new rules, he said, would be 

more thoroughly spelled out for devel-
opers and give them more incentive to 
build to a greater density if more afford-
able units are included. That would al-
low them to recoup some of the costs of 
adding affordable units.

“Developers are able to get some sig-
nificant density bonuses to help offset 
those costs,” Waldon said.

Although many states use similar 
rules, only two jurisdictions in North 
Carolina, Davidson and Manteo, have 
inclusionary zoning. In Chapel Hill, 
it is not a new concept. The council 
formed an Inclusionary Zoning Task 
Force, led by council member Sally 
Greene, in September 2005.

See  ZOninG  PAGe 3

PhOtO By MIKe BeNSON
Bagpiper yance covington arrives at southern rail. yance led a crowd of revelers on a march through carrboro on sunday 
afternoon. the march is a tradition around st. patrick’s Day for the restaurant.

ashley osment at home.                          PhOtO By AvA BARLOW

There are ways, Osment believes, to 
express the pain and fear, the despair in 
contemplating the very real possibility 
of your 13-year-old daughter growing 
into womanhood without you along to 
witness and guide – to carry all those 
things and allow them to comingle 
with, and better inform, the joy and 
wonder and vast awareness of yourself 
that has emerged from this experience. 
There’s room for it all.

And while Osment – 46 years old 
and two years, eight months now with 

cancer – can appreciate the good in-
tentions behind the admonitions she 
receives most every day to “keep fight-
ing,” she would like to make it known 
that despite how she may verbalize 
it, she is fighting – that six rounds of 
conventional cancer therapies, che-
motherapy and radiation; and the 
alternative treatments, the high-dose 
intravenous vitamin C, massive inges-
tions of nutritional supplements, the 
fermented soy and repeated fasting – 
that these should be pretty clear in-

dications that she’s fighting like hell.
She’ll smile when she can and 

when she pleases. She smiles quite of-
ten. But she’ll grimace when the pain 
in her hip, where the cancer has now 
spread, overwhelms her, as it has per-
sistently for months now. Sometimes 
positively, at others pessimistically, 
she ponders her reality, and here’s 
how she’s come to see it: 

See  OsMenT  PAGe 7

You hold in your hands the 
inaugural edition of  The  Carrboro 
Citizen. (You folks reading from 
afar on the Web, well, you’ll just 
have to imagine it.)

This is not the first newspaper 
based in Carrboro. Roland Giduz 
rang us up the other day to talk 
newspaper history and remind 
us that he had a little paper in 
the early 1950s based out of  the 
building at 306 East Main Street 
where Surplus Sid’s is now located. 
His paper, the Chapel Hill News 
Leader’s motto was “Leading with 
the news of  Chapel Hill, Carrboro 
and Glen Lennox.” The pressman 
did show up the first day with a 
zinc plate that said “Carrboro 
News” on it, Giduz said. But it 
wasn’t used.

The News Leader, which had 
a paid circulation of  about 3,600, 

lasted until 1959 and Giduz went 
on to edit the News of  Orange 
and a few other thousand things, 
including, recently, his blog 
“old codger blogger.” (http://
rolandgiduz.wordpress.com/)

In addition to wishing us well, 
Giduz said it was about time. 
Carrboro, he said, has come into 
its own. He recalled how for a 
long time the talk was that merger 
between Carrboro and the big city 
across the tracks was inevitable. 
That’s history now, Giduz said, 
and he reminded us of  former 
alderman Hilliard Caldwell’s 
famous remark that he didn’t 
object to merger with Chapel Hill 
as long as the merged metropolis 
was called Carrboro. 

A slightly more obscure 
publication with the name of  
our fair town coincided with the 
founding of  Nyle Frank’s Invisible 
University.

www.carrborocitizen.com

Market time
The Carrboro Farmers’ Market prepares to open for the season

Sheila Neal is as calm as a mother can be while her 
son, Hank, an affable toddler, sends the last few carrots 
on his plate floorward. And she’s remarkably calm when 
you consider the pace she’s been keeping in preparation 
for the opening of  the Carrboro Farmers’ Market.

Neal, full-time market manager for three years, has 
been meeting with volunteers—there’s a roster of  20 this 
year—and getting the special events schedule finalized. Last 
week was full of  the same, along with a string of  meetings 
like a Thursday evening discussion with the market’s meat 
committee.

Even though it’s the first market of  the season, Neal 
said, there is going to be plenty waiting for the first round 
of  customers.

“At peak, we have about 60 farmers on a Saturday,” she 
said. “We’ll probably have 35 this week.”

There’ll be greens and radishes and crops like collards 
and cabbage that have wintered over. Most of  the vegetable 
action at the farms this time of  year is taking place in 
hoop houses or greenhouses. “We’ll also have cheeses, 
meats and eggs,” Neal said. “And pecans,” she added after 
remembering that Alfred DeLahassaye of  Sweetwater Pecan 
Orchard is bringing along some of  his seven different 
pecan varieties.

As for the rest of  the season, Neal is looking forward 
to the return of  the children’s seedling event. On Saturday, 
April 21 vendors are donating sungold and other cherry 
tomato plants to children interested in gardening. The kids 
will get some advice from the market’s cadre of  master 
gardeners on planting and soil. The kids are then invited 

SEE MARKET, PAGE 5

Aldermen ready
moratorium plans
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Town looks at changes in rules for downtown
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PhOtO by ISAAC SANDlIN
Elijah Moracco-Schelp of Carrboro holds a candle in memory of soldiers killed in the Iraq war at Monday’s 
vigil at the Chapel Hill Post office.

A SOLEMN ANNIVERSARY
As the war on Iraq 

entered its fifth year this 
week, our community 
observed this somber 
occasion with several 
actions. 

On Monday night, 
a vigil was held in front 
of  the post office on 
Franklin Street. Carrboro 
Citizen photographer 
Isaac Sandlin was there. 
He tells us: “It was really 
quiet out there. The 
people keeping vigil were 
taking turns reading from 
a collection of  personal 
accounts of  soldiers who 
have been killed in the 
war, written by the people 
closest to them. Each 
account was followed by 
a moment of  silence. The 
sound of  passing cars 
often swallowed that of  
the reader. The silence 
was also occasionally 
broken by a honk of  
support or a scream of  
protest from passing 
vehicles.”

SEE PROTEST PAGE 5

The Carrboro Board of  
Aldermen will open a public 
hearing Tuesday on plans for a six-
month development moratorium 
on nearly 4,000 acres north of  
town.

The hearing is scheduled during 
the board’s regular meeting at Town 
Hall, which begins at 7:30 p.m. 
(Check www.carrborocitizen.com 
for exact times and details)

Mayor Mark Chilton said the 
moratorium is aimed at giving the 
town’s new advisory board for the 
area time to look at the pace and 
type of  development in the area 
and work on changes to the town’s 
land use plan.

There are two things driving 
the moratorium effort, Chilton 
said Tuesday evening:

“There are two different 
concerns out there. The first is 
the pace and amount of  growth 

in general.” The other concern, he 
said, is that residential development 
is moving so fast that the area could 
be built out before any commercial 
development happens there.

T he  Nor the r n  S tudy 
Area Implementation Review 
Committee will look at the idea of  
reserving some areas for commercial 
or mixed-use (commercial and 
residential) development.

The town is pursing the 
moratorium in collaboration with 
Orange County. While 37 percent 
of  the total area is under Carrboro’s 
jurisdiction, most of  the area—
roughly 2,300 acres— is under the 
jurisdiction of  a  joint planning 
agreement between the county 
and town. Both governments will 
have to agree to the moratorium 
for it to take effect. Orange County 
commissioners have scheduled 
public comment on the plan for 
April 26.

SEE MORATORIUM, PAGE 5

By KirK ross

Staff  Writer

By KirK ross

Staff  Writer

The Carrboro Board of  Aldermen set the date 
on a public hearing on proposed changes to the 
town’s land use ordinances that could ease the way 
forward for residential and mixed-use projects 
downtown.

The board is studying a revision that would swap 
requirements for open and recreational space for 
residential developments downtown for “urban 
amenities” like public art, plazas, fountains and 
greenspace.

The way the rules are written, all residential 
developments are required to set aside 40 percent 
of  the total land used for open space and recreation 
amenities. The requirement has made it difficult 
for several downtown projects to move forward 
because the inclusion of  residential units in the 
developments triggers the open space rule.

Last fall, Jack Haggerty, who is working on 
the Alberta, a 46,000-square-foot mixed-use 
development planned for the old farmer’s market 
space on Roberson Street, submitted to the town a 
proposed amendment to the rules. He was joined 
in the effort by David Ripperton, who is planning 
housing and commercial space at the site of  the 
former Andrews-Riggsbee Hardware store, and 
by Laura Van Sant, who is working on a major 
redevelopment along East Main Street that would 
create new spots for the ArtsCenter and Cat’s Cradle 
along with shops, offices and residences.

Haggerty said that he hopes the town will 
work quickly to make the changes. As long as 
the open space requirement is still there, he said, 
adding housing downtown will be at a standstill. 
“We can’t move on until that changes,” he said 
Tuesday night.

At the board meeting, town planner Kendal 
Brown presented the latest draft for a new 

designation for downtown and a new set of  rules 
to govern development in the area. Development 
in the proposed new Downtown Livability Area 
(DLA) would be required to provide urban 
amenities, including public art, fountains or other 
water elements, bikeway connections and “pocket 
parks.” Under the proposed new rules, the town, 
in reviewing a project, would adopt a point scale to 
score the types of  amenities, whether or not they’re 
landscaped and whether or not they’re accessible 
to the public. The point system would be tailored 
to encourage public access and greenspace, Brown 
said.

Brown also suggested that the board include 
“safety valves” that would allow developers with 
situations that would be difficult to fit into the rule 
to offer a payment-in-lieu or perhaps provide an 
amenity somewhere else downtown.

Board member Alex Zaffron said he favored 
the idea of  a payment in lieu option in case the 

rules make it impossible for a project to work, even 
if  the town wants to move it forward. “There are 
occasions where [the town’s land use ordinance] 
doesn’t apply and doesn’t work,” he said. “I think 
we need to keep the safety valve for situations we 
might not have thought of.”  

Board member Jackie* Gist said she would agree 
to a payment-in-lieu option only if  it was tightly 
drawn. “I want it to be a true safety valve and not 
an easy opt out.”

The Board of  Aldermen agreed to hold a pubic 
hearing on the matter April 24.

In other action, the board reviewed a proposed 
stormwater protection plan near Roberson Place as 
part of  its ongoing effort to mitigate stormwater 
runoff  ahead of  new EPA rules requiring counties 
and towns to greatly reduce the amount of  pollution 
sent downstream.

In presenting the plan, Will Autry, the town’s 

By KirK ross

Staff  Writer

Representatives from Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 
Schools and Orange County Schools on Tuesday 
presented their capital funding needs to the Orange 
County Board of  Commissioners. 

Steve Scroggs, Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
superintendent of  support services, projected that 
CHCCS will need $136 million over the next ten 
years to keep up with growth in the district. Orange 
County Schools superintendent Shirley Carraway 
presented a plan that estimates OCS will need $11 
million over the same time period.

According to Scroggs, growth projections for 
Chapel Hill and Carrboro indicate that the district 
will need three new elementary schools, one new 
middle school and an addition to Carrboro High 
School in the next ten years. 

However, he added that in terms of  maintenance, 
the schools are in “pretty good shape” and the district 
does “not have a pressing project right now.” 

Carraway said OCS would like to focus on 
refurbishing existing facilities rather than building 
new ones. 

She said that over the past several years, OCS 
“had to put some things on the back burner that 
we really needed to do for our school district.” 
For example, Grady Brown Elementary, which 
was built with an open-classroom plan, still has 
portable walls between its classrooms, creating 
safety and security issues. 

In addition, several Orange County schools need 
fire alarm upgrades, which could cost as much as 
$190,000 per school. 

Scroggs also highlighted the need for improved 
technology in the schools, pointing out that over half  
of  the instructional computers used in Chapel Hill-
Carrboro schools are more than five years old. 

“If  we don’t prepare our kids for the global 
marketplace, we’re not doing what we need to do 
for kids,” he said. 

Board Chairman Moses Carey said he would like 
to see some kind of  a prioritization of  the school 
systems’ needs. 

The board directed budget director Donna 
Coffey and county manager Laura Blackmon to 
have a capital investment policy for the school 
systems ready for review by the commissioners’ 
April 12 meeting.

Schools lay out construction, repair needs
By susan DicKson

Staff  Writer

Nearly a century later, 
town gets name on paper
By KirK ross

Staff  Writer
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Public hearing set for Tuesday on efforts
to put a hold on northern development

SEE DOWNTOWN, PAGE 5

Elizabeth Studstill and Cov DeRamus weed through Betsy Hitt’s anemones at
Peregrine Farm.

PhOtO by kIRk ROSS

This Weekend
Friday 
0% Chance of  Precip 
74/45 °F 
 
SaTurday 
0% Chance of  Precip 
76/47 °F 

Sunday 
10% Chance of  Precip 
76/52 °F
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Lichens, another kind 
of flora

Lichens are pioneer plants, 
colonizers on boulders and other 
bare surfaces, slowly develop-
ing layers of soil particles for the 
establishment of larger plant 
communities.

They are diverse and beauti-
ful, and frequently engage us 
to pause for an admiring closer 
look, after which, if you’re like 
me, you most likely move on 
wishing you knew more about 
lichens. These are the times we 
need the company of one of 
those rare lichenologists, and we 
are fortunate to have one, Gary 
Perlmutter, right here in our 
region.

Gary contributes an introduc-
tion to lichens for this week’s 
Flora:

“Just what are lichens anyway?
When out in the woods or 

even in your backyards, you of-
ten admire the trees, shrubs and 
wildflowers. But if you look closer 
on the trees, rocks and soil, you’ll 
see little colorful, plant-like things 
quietly growing on them. They may 
look like splotches of paint, ruffled 
leaves or tiny shrubs. These aren’t 
plants at all, but strange life forms 
called lichens. 

Lichens are symbiotic organisms, 
consisting of a fungus and a photo-
synthetic partner living together as 
one. I say ‘photosynthetic partner’ 
because it could be a green alga, 
which is a plant, or a blue-green 
alga, which is really a type of 
bacteria. 

My old college buddy Greg who 
led hikes in northern California 
would say, ‘Freddy the fungus took 
a lichen to Angie the algae,’ to 
describe this unusual type of life 
form. 

Recent research has revealed 
the relationship is even more

FLOra By Ken Moore

Bushy-beard lichen (Usnea strigosa) is a common 
fruticose form found on trees.

PhOTO By Gary PerLMuTTer

See  Flora  PaGe 10

By roSe laudicina
Staff Writer

For 40 years, the Rogers Road com-
munity has heard promises of water 
and sewer hookups, and, instead, have 
been given trash, vermin and pungent 
odors. 

At the Orange County Board of 
Commissioners meeting Tuesday 
night, the board decided to do right 
where previous boards had failed and 
give what was promised to the com-
munity years ago.

The board voted unanimously to de-

velop a plan to provide water and sewer 
hookups in the neighborhood and au-
thorize the cleanup of illegal dumpsites 
in the community. 

The commissioners also voted 5-1 
not to pursue extending the life of the 
landfill and to declare an intent to close 
it in 2013. County solid-waste staff had 
determined that the life of the land-
fill could be extended until as late as 
2018, with revenues from the extension 
reaching as much as $11.7 million.

 “The town and county have always 
come with promises, but only trash has 
followed, not the promises,” said Robert 

Campbell, a leader in the Rogers-Eu-
banks community. “We are requesting 
tonight that you do the social-justice 
thing and that you do the right thing.” 

The Rogers Road community, which 
is situated behind the landfill, has asked 
for water and sewer hookups, money for 
a community center and the removal of 
illegal trash dumpsites. 

In April, the board made a public 
commitment to take action and direct-
ed county staff to determine the cost of 
fulfilling these promises. 

“It is hard to separate the landfill 
solid-waste issues from the Rogers 
Road discussion, both emotionally 
and financially,” said County Man-
ager Frank Clifton.

Clifton explained that in order 
to provide water and sewer hookups 
to residents of the neighborhood, 
the county needs to determine if the 
money would come from solid-waste 
revenues, the general fund or both. 
He also urged commissioners to es-
tablish a partnership with Chapel 
Hill and Carrboro, who own prop-
erty surrounding the landfill, so that 
funds could be drawn from multiple 
sources. 

Community members argued that 
by keeping the landfill open, it would 
continue to negatively impact the 
Rogers Road neighborhood. 

county plans to close landfill in 2013

See  landFill  PaGe 3

Tricia Mesigian, behind the bar at Orange County Social Club, Carrboro’s favorite hostess  PhOTO By aLiCia STeMPer

School board hopefuls 
discuss imperatives
By roSe laudicina
Staff Writer

cHaPel Hill – For children from 
every background to graduate with 
the same amount of high-level skills 
that will help them compete in the 
global marketplace, improving sci-
ence, technology, engineering and 
mathematics programs and reducing 
the achievement gap are imperative, 
candidates for the Chapel Hill-Carr-
boro City Schools Board of Education 
said at a forum last week.

At the forum, hosted by the Cha-
pel Hill-Carrboro NAACP, CHCCS 
PTA and the Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
Partners for the Advancement of Gift-
ed Education, candidates answered 
questions submitted by the public. 

Six out of the eight candidates at-
tended the forum, with candidates 
Brian Bower and Raymond Conrad 
absent. 

There is one two-year seat open on 
the board, which incumbent Chair Ja-
mezetta Bedford is running for unop-
posed. Four four-year seats are also up 
for grabs this November.  

Bedford said the board needs to 
look at best practices, such as those 

used in Knowledge is Power Program 
(KIPP) charter schools, in order to 
help reduce the achievement gap ef-
fectively, and focus on literacy rates. 

“I found out during the superin-
tendent search that we don’t just have 
a minority achievement gap, but we 
have a global achievement gap,” Bed-
ford said. “To make our children more 
globally competitive is to look at the 
dual-language program,” she added in 
support of the program. 

Candidate Kris Castellano said she 
too is seeing success with the district’s 
dual-language program giving stu-
dents who typically underperform the 
skills to succeed. 

“The Carrboro Elementary dual-
language program is showing early 
but good results for African-American 
and Hispanic students,” Castellano 
said. 

See  ScHool Board   
PaGe 7
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carrboro protects gardens
By SuSan dickSon
Staff Writer

carrBoro – Guaranteeing a fu-
ture for two of Carrboro’s commu-
nity gardens, the Carrboro Board of 
Aldermen on Tuesday voted unani-
mously to include both the Carrboro 
Community Garden and the Grow-
ing Healthy Kids Garden in plans for 
Martin Luther King Jr. Park.

In 2004, the board approved a 
master plan for the park, on Hills-
borough Road, with work to begin 
in 2008-09, but construction was de-
layed until 2013. However, because of 
financial constraints due to the cur-
rent economic climate, town planning 
staff advised the board that it would 
be difficult to pursue construction of 
the park in 2013. 

“We’re not going to have money to 
do this for a long time,” board mem-
ber Jacquie Gist said, adding that 
spaces in the park – like the commu-
nity gardens and an open field – are 
already heavily used.

The Carrboro Community Gar-
dening Coalition and the Orange 
County Partnership for Young Chil-
dren both have created gardens within 
the park, which the board approved as 
interim uses in 2007. 

Maria Hitt, project manager for 

the partnership’s Growing Healthy 
Kids Garden, said the garden has 
served 75 participating families in the 
last four years, the vast majority of 
them low-income minority families. 
Volunteers guide families with young 
children in growing their own fresh 
fruits and vegetables. 

“It’s really a wonderful program, 
and it’s wonderful to see families out 
there together,” board member Ran-
dee Haven-O’Donnell said. 

Board member Joal Hall Broun 
suggested that the town look to add 
improvements to the park that are 
“low-hanging fruit” and would be in-
expensive to accomplish, like finding a 
way to make the park’s field accessible 
for pick-up soccer games. 

Board member Jacquie Gist agreed. 
“How wonderful in the center 

of town to have this big open space 
where people can go do what they 
want to do,” Gist said. 

Board members also asked staff to 
look at adding amenities like picnic 
tables incrementally, improving the 
park over a longer period of time. 

Town public works director 
George Seiz cautioned against adding 
improvements at this point that will 
create additional work for town staff, 

See  Park  PaGe 3

Mitigation plan for rogers-eubanks outlined

By Taylor SiSk
Staff Writer

At OCSC, of a Friday, on this you 
can rely: Jamie in the early evening, Lee 
on the late shift and $1.50 Pabst Blue 
Ribbon till the quittin’-time whistle 
blows.

Tricia Mesigian is seated on her 
throne. Well, actually, she’s seated on a 
back patio bench at the Orange County 
Social Club on a lovely early-autumn 
afternoon, pausing her prep to chat. But 
the calm of this familiar perch affords a 
vista of the past 10 years of rich memo-
ries and solid times, over which she has 
reigned as downtown Carrboro’s host-
ess nonpareil.

The Orange County Social Club 
has just turned 10 (a full week of festivi-
ties will ensue), and Jamie McPhail and 
Lee Waters have been inked in as Friday 

bartenders since that first week’s sched-
ule. Jamie opens, Lee closes, and, in the 
interim, the Pabst doth flow. 

It’s a family thing, you see – a family 
that now numbers some 8,100 mem-
bers; intimates all – and that’s how it 
was intended. 

“I just made a list to thank everyone 
who’s ever worked here,” Mesigian says, 
“and it was only, I think, 21 people. 
And that counts the nine working here 
now,” including Jenny Waters and Tra-
cy Swain, who came on board early on.

Mesigian’s objective in opening the 
OCSC – aka, Orange County, the so-
cial club, the club – was to accommo-
date. She’d headed south out of Virgin-
ia Tech, worked at Skylight Exchange 
and Cat’s Cradle, met tons of folks, 
interned at Mammoth and then Merge 
records, and there at Merge mined her 
muse: thirsty rockers.

Her job at Merge was in sales, but 
she learned she had a talent for hostess-
ing.    

“My favorite part of the job was 
when Merge bands came to town,” 
she recalls, “and I took them out, took 
them around, they stayed at my house 
and I made them big breakfasts. … It 
wasn’t a paid part of the job.”

But it surely was fun. It was a call-
ing, is what it was.

They came
A bar. A bar bar. 
“Hell was awesome,” Mesigian says 

of the once and glorious Chapel Hill 
establishment, itself a bar bar: cheap 
beers, good tunes, heady language, lit-
tle to distract – and a sound model for 
what she had in mind. 

“It would be a bar; it’s not a rock 

club, it’s not a restaurant – it’s a bar. 
And then I wanted to create a place 
where there was a happy-hour crowd, 
there was a mid-evening crowd and 
then there was a late night.”

And, of course, it had to be in Car-
rboro, which Mesigian had long since 
made her home. 

She would be home; she would pre-
side. It was, she says, “a hostess thing.”

The town embraced her. Mark 
Dorosin, owner of Hell and a Carr-
boro alderman at the time, became for 
Mesigian “this amazing mentor.” He 
guided her into a small-business train-
ing course, and town hall otherwise 
provided what assistance it could.

“I really didn’t think I was tak-
ing a risk in opening this place,” she 
says. “I always said, ‘I know that

See  ocSc  PaGe 10

A hostess 
THing

tricia mesigian had a calling to serve.
she found her home base in downtown carrboro.

This Weekend
Friday 
Clear 
76/54

SaTurday 
Clear 
67/41

Sunday 
Partly Cloudy 
63/38
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recenTly . . . 
By Valarie Schwartz

Destinations have many paths by which people arrive.
Dawn and Phil Zachary found themselves in Cha-

pel Hill during December 2006 via a path they would 
never have chosen when their then ninth-grade daughter 
Blaire became seriously ill. That’s when they discovered 
the scrupulous care at North Carolina Children’s Hospi-
tal. Healthy results for Blaire set her parents on another 
path.

Phil Zachary, president of Curtis Media and his wife, 
Dawn, co-chaired the 2008 Pinwheels and Promises 
fundraiser for the hospital on Oct. 28, creating a stan-
dard that future event chairs will find challenging to 
surpass.

The venue certainly set the tone. The invitation di-
rected everyone to the Angus Barn in Raleigh, but once 
in the parking lot we were guided behind and below the 
venerable red farm-style buildings to the stunning Pavil-
ions at Angus Barn, from which the smoke of a most aro-
matic fire drew us into the 11,000-square-foot structure 
with barn-shaped roofline outfitted for cool weather with 
canvas and clear plastic walls and windows. Inside were 

dozens of swan-shaped topiary-topped tables, where nap-
kins the color of fall leaves fanned out of long-stemmed 
glasses against the backdrop of the massive fireplace 
producing the seductive scents, behind which Umstead 
Lake rested out the backdoors.

“The first Pinwheels and Promises luncheon was held 
Nov. 9, 2006 in Chapel Hill as an opportunity to raise 
awareness within the Chapel Hill community about 
North Carolina Children’s Hospital and also to raise 
money to support the hospital,” said Crystal Hinson 
Miller, director of external affairs and communications 
for N.C. Children’s Hospital and one of 35 table captains 
chosen by the Zachary’s.

“The event features a program filled with stories of 
hope from patients of the hospital, as well as a video, 
which provides an overview of hospital highlights, pro-
grams and services,” Miller continued.

A diverse group, totaling 350 men and women from 
all over the Triangle and many walks of life, attended last 
week, learning about the 136-bed hospital where parents 
from all over the state, country and world bring 60,000 
of the sickest children every year. 

SEE  recenTly PAGE 9
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PhOTO By KEN MOOrE
(Top to bottom) Leaves of Weaver Street’s willow 
oak, water oak, post oak and southern red oak.

The oaks 
of Weaver Street

M
onths ago, a Carrboro 
reader, wanting verifica-
tion of the identity of the 
Pecan, Carya illinoiensis, 
just outside the Weaver 

Street Market’s exit door, suggested 
an article on identification of the 
nearby oaks.  

Following up on that suggestion, 
I’m happy to promote appreciation 
for Weaver Street’s stately oaks.  

The signature tree of the market’s 
gathering place is that huge willow 
oak, Quercus phellos. Though it ap-
pears to be a giant of the former hill-
top forest, it was most likely planted 
70 to 80 years ago. For comparison, 
visit those giant willow oaks up along 
the university’s Polk Place, between 
South Building and Wilson Library. 
Those giants were planted back in 
the late 1930s. Willow oaks of low-
land habitats are rapid growers in a 
cultivated landscape. 

The two water oaks, Q. nigra, also 
of lowland forests, sited along the 
western edge of the canopied out-
door eating area, and the southern 
red oak, Q. falcata, out along the 
street side, were most likely planted 
in the 1960s. They are not as fast 
growing as willow oaks. It will be 
great to hear from a longtime Car-
rboro citizen who may recall the 
planting of these new trees to 
the old mill’s grounds.  

SEE  FlOra  PAGE 10

FLOrA By Ken Moore

patients, pinwheels and promises 

PhOTO By JACKIE FrITSCh
Phil and Dawn Zachary, co-chairs of the Pinwheels 
and Promises luncheon benefitting n.C. Children’s 
Hospital, with their daughters Blaire and Cathryn at 
the Pavilions at Angus Barn.
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Seven candidates in the running to serve out thorpe’s term
By ricH FOWler
Staff Writer

Seven candidates made their cases 
to the Chapel Hill Town Council on 
Monday night to fill the seat left vacant 
after Bill Thorpe died in September. 
The person picked to fill his seat will 
serve out the remainder of his term, 
which will end in 13 months. The new 
council member will be selected by the 
council at its meeting on Nov. 10 and 
will be sworn in on Nov. 17.

 “A lot of people have asked me 
whether one of the criteria is that you 

have to be an African-American 
to fulfill Bill’s seat,” Mayor Kevin 
Foy said, “and I think the answer 
to that is no, you don’t, but you do 
have to somehow demonstrate, in 
my mind anyway, that you will be 
a strong advocate, because no one 
advocated more effectively for mi-
nority interests [than Bill].”

Of the seven candidates, two, J.M. 
Green and James Merritt, are black.

Amy Chute went over council 
meeting agendas with Bill Thorpe 
during the last three years and worked 
on his 2005 election campaign. She is 

also a member of the Northern Area 
Task Force. Chute said she applied 
because Bill Thorpe inspired her, but 
that because she is white she was re-
luctant to apply for his seat. 

“I feel strongly that the African-
American community deserves direct 
representation on this council,” Chute 
said. “What I can say is that I’m a white 
person and I can’t change that. What 
I can continue to do is to reach out to 
everybody in Chapel Hill.”

J.M. Green moved to Chapel 
Hill a little over two years ago and 
is the director of UNC’s Upward 

Bound program, which helps local 
high school students from first-
generation, low-income or under-
represented groups prepare for 
college. 

“I’m already working with many 
in the African-American and mi-
nority community through the 
program I work with at the Univer-
sity,” Green said. “I think it takes 
an individual who’s willing to get 
out there and be with the folks who 
need this kind of support.”

SEE  cOuncil  PAGE 3

pelissier wins 
at-large seat
By SuSan dicKSOn
Staff Writer

Democratic candidate Berna-
dette Pelissier defeated Republican 
Kevin Wolff for the at-large seat 
on the Orange County Board of 
Commissioners on Tuesday.

Pelissier received 48,037 votes, 
compared with Wolff’s 21,085, or 
69.5 percent to 30.5 percent. She 
fills the seat of longtime Com-
missioner Moses Carey, who lost 
in the Democratic primary for 
state senate. 

Pelissier won’t be the only new 
face joining the board of com-
missioners. Democrats Pam

SEE  PeliSSier PAGE 7

‘Best day i’ve had in a long time’
By KirK rOSS
Staff Writer

Change happened overnight, 
a fact noticeable throughout the 
community.

Stories flowed of the night be-
fore, of sitting and waiting alone 
for the results of a historic election 
or in a crowded club cheering on 
the calling of each state by the net-
works like it was a 360 dunk.

It was an exhausted Car-
rboro populace that trundled 
into work or down to the coffee 
shop Wednesday morning, but 
exhausted was not the word most 
commonly used. That word was 
“elated.”

It’s the first thing that came 
out of Marilyn Chaplin’s mouth 
when asked how she felt that 
Barack Obama was now the 
country’s president-elect.

Chaplin, who was just finishing 
up with a customer at the Midway 
Barber Shop, said she was too ner-
vous to watch the returns come in, 
but the phone rang all night long.

Before heading into work in 
the shop that once belonged to her 
father and as of today still sports 
a poster of the president-elect in a 
barber chair, Chaplin once again 
donned her “Generation Obama”

SEE  BeST day PAGE 7

PhOTO By KIrK rOSS
Marilyn Chaplin, a proud member of Generation obama, takes a call at the 
Midway Barber Shop. She’s making plans to head up to Washington D.C. for the 
inauguration.

PhOTO By AVA BArLOW
Margaret Jemison, left, and Wendy Banning canvass Carrboro neighborhoods Monday, hanging obama signs on selected 
doors.

dems enjoy
an Oc sweep
By KirK rOSS
Staff Writer

Orange went blue in a big way.
Preliminary numbers show that 

74,920 voters in Orange County 
cast their ballots, a turnout of 71 
percent, putting the county slightly 
higher than the state turnout of 
68.61 percent, as a record 4.3 mil-
lion North Carolinians voted.

You might not have noticed, 
though, if you were looking for 
signs in the form of long lines on 
Election Day.

By the time Tuesday rolled 
around, more than 55,000 ballots 
had already been cast at one of five 
early voting sites in the county, al-
most double the number in 2004. 
Compare that to the roughly 19,200 
who voted on Election Day.

The early turnout and a steady 
cool drizzle didn’t stop poll watch-
ers and canvassers from making the 
best of matters.

“It’s slow now, but it will pick 
up,” Heiderose Kober said around 
midday Tuesday from her station at 
the Democratic Party tent set

SEE  SWeeP PAGE 7
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Thanks for the memories …


