
This Weekend
Friday 
60% Chance of rain 
68/58

SaTurday 
50% Chance of rain 
65/36

Sunday 
Partly Cloudy 
54/31
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recenTly . . . 
By Valarie Schwartz

It’s sometimes hard to tell when a novelist is working. 
Except for the novel she wrote in the mid-1960s, Joyce Allen 

didn’t have much time for fiction writing while raising six chil-
dren and during a career managing the student program in the 
department of epidemiology at UNC from 1974 to ‘95.

Her second novel was published this year, but it came from 
the germ of an idea that had hatched while her family lived in a 
house on Chestnut Ridge Road not far from where Cane Creek 
Reservoir is now, in a house she and her husband built in 1974.  

Hannah’s House (Wolf’s Pond Press, 2008) grew from a dis-
covery she made at that home site, where nearby many years 
prior someone else had built a house and made a life. 

“I was fascinated by the remains of the old cabin,” Al-
len said. “I found the filled-in well. It was a log house with 
three tiers of logs; a small house. I couldn’t find out any-
thing about the people.” 

SEE  recenTly PAGE 9
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PhOTO By KEN MOOrE
The purplish flowers of the leafless, parasitic 
beech-drops can be found now in the forests 
beneath beech trees.

A walk in the rain

D
ave Otto, organizer of 
the monthly Friends 
of Bolin Creek walks, 
and I had considered 
rescheduling due to 

predicted rain. Impulsively, I sug-
gested we proceed as planned 
and enjoy exploring nature in 
nature’s conditions.

Some hardy individuals 
showed up at Wilson Park 
appropriately attired and we 
charged off to the Adams 
Tract trailhead kiosk where 
we borrowed one of the lami-
nated trail map/tree description 
guides, a nice amenity provided 
for trail walkers.

Once in the woods our pace 
frequently slowed to a standstill 
as various ones paused to take 
“closer looks” or pose some 
kind of “I wonder” idea. 

Noticeable as we walked up 
through the mixed forest of pines 
hardwoods was an extensive 
shrub cover of invasive exotic 
Chinese privet, Ligustrum sinense, 
and two species of russian olive, 
Eleagnus umbellata and evergreen 
E. pungens, threaded together at 
ground level with Japanese hon-
eysuckle, Lonicera sempervirens, 
and high above with the tree 
strangling Chinese wisteria, Wis-
teria sinensis. We all expressed 
willingness to help out whenever 
an organized workday is sched-
uled to remove these undesirable 
exotics.

Sadly missing from our group 
on this wet day were young 
people. We see so much more 
when led by their eager minds 
and alert eyes. So we challenged 
ourselves to see with the eyes 
of children

SEE  FlOra  PAGE 12

FLOrA By Ken Moore

a house to write at home about

PhOTO By VALArIE SChWArTz
Joyce Allen wove the past and present into Hannah’s House, a book set in her own backyard.
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for winter
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Sidewalks 
could be 
delayed
by SuSan dickSOn
Staff Writer

The Carrboro Board of Alder-
men on Tuesday approved the town’s 
2009-10 Capital Improvement Plan, 
but left open the possibility of delay-
ing some sidewalk projects because of 
the uncertain economic climate. 

Several board members said they 
were hesitant to move forward with 
non-essential projects during difficult 
economic times and would like to 
work with staff to determine which 
projects are essential and which aren’t. 
The $33.3 million CIP includes gre-
enways, Martin Luther King Jr. Park, 
the Northern Area Fire Substation, 
park maintenance and repair, the 
Public Works facility, sidewalks, street 
resurfacing, town parking lots, Weav-
er Street reconstruction, information 
technology improvements and equip-
ment/vehicle lease-purchase. 

Costs of the recommended CIP 
projects are equivalent to about 20 
cents on the town tax rate, or about 
29 percent of the current tax rate. 

Board member Jackie Gist said she 
would like to find a way to link revenues 
from planned developments to non-es-
sential projects in the town’s CIP so 
that the projects wouldn’t be developed 
until the town began receiving revenue 
from the planned developments.

“Years ago, we decided that in 
order to pay for some of the things 
that the town wanted … we would 
increase the density downtown in 
order to increase our non-residential 
tax base so that we could have the 
services that some citizens were ask-
ing for,” Gist said. 

Board member Dan Coleman 
said he would like to explore the pos-
sibility of delaying sidewalk projects 
planned for 2009-10. 

Sidewalk projects account for about 
$5 million of the 2009-10 CIP. 

A 2003 bond referendum autho-
rized the town to spend up to $4.6 
million on sidewalks and greenway 
trails. Phase one included 20 projects 
throughout Carrboro and the town 
has completed 2.82 miles of the 5.74 
miles of proposed sidewalk projects. 

Construction has begun on side-
walks along James Street and re-
maining sidewalk projects include 
Shelton, Bim, Ashe, Estes, Elm, 
Pine and Davie. 

SEE  SideWalkS PAGE 9

Merritt looks forward to the task ahead

phoTo By KirK ross
James Merritt in front of his mother’s home on McDade street. his 
boyhood home stood on the same lot.

by kirk rOSS
Staff Writer

James Merritt received the unanimous 
endorsement of the Chapel Hill Town 
Council Monday night to serve the remain-
der of the term of the late Bill Thorpe.

The 8-0 vote came after the council consid-
ered Merritt and five other applicants in their 
search for a replacement for Thorpe, whose 
term would have ended next November.

Merritt is a Chapel Hill native and 
though he lived in Hampton, Va. from 
1971 until he moved back home in 2004, 
his roots here run deep.

“That’s my mother and that’s my grandfa-
ther,” he said, pointing to a black-and-white 
photo on the wall of the entryway of his 

mother, Effie’s, home on McDade Street. 
At the time the photo was taken, Clarence 

Irving Nunn farmed a large plot of land he 
owned on Millhouse Road. Chapel Hill’s 
Town Operation Center is now where the 
family home once stood.

Many of his relatives were part of the tight-
knit community north of town in the Rogers 
Road and Eubanks Road area. Merritt has fond 
memories of his grandfather’s place, but grow-
ing up he was a townie; and though he now 
lives on Crest Drive, he can often be found in 
his old McDade Street stomping grounds. A 
1961 graduate of Lincoln High, the 64-year-
old Merritt remembers when Church Street 
was the only paved road in the area.

SEE  MerriTT PAGE 7

by TaylOr SiSk
Staff Writer

The decision to institutionalize or 
forcibly medicate a loved one suffering 
from mental illness is clearly very dif-
ficult. Balancing the desire to protect 
that person from harm against the wish 
to respect his or her free will is a deli-
cate, imprecise calculation, particularly 
when the loved one is an adult. Opting 
for involuntary commitment or forced 
medication requires faith that sustained, 
comprehensive care will be available. 

But families in North Carolina 
are losing faith. Because beds and 
services for long-term care are all but 
nonexistent, those most critically in 
need are increasingly becoming the 
most neglected. 

 “The hospitals are too busy,” says 
Carol VanderZwaag, a psychiatrist at 

XDS Inc., a nonprofit mental health 
care provider in Chapel Hill. “The 
stays have gotten ridiculously short, 
and the rehabilitation beds – which 
are the longer-term beds – are essen-
tially shut down right now.”

Area mental health care providers 
say that getting a patient in for more 
than a week stay is all but impossible 
– even in situations when such pa-
tients may pose a threat to others or 
to themselves.

Anita and Larry Shirley of Carrboro 
know this all too well. Their struggle to 
come to grips with how much pressure 
they could exert on a family member 
to continue seeking treatment was a 
struggle made immeasurably worse by 
North Carolina’s post-reform mental 
health care system. 

David Shirley was diagnosed with 
bipolar disorder in 1996, at age 11. 
Over the course of the next few years, 
“he muddled through,” says his moth-
er, Anita. But in 2002, his school work 
began to deteriorate and he seemed to 
be suffering more frequently from de-
pression and from the side effects of the 

drugs he was taking for his disorder.
In 2003, David began having rages 

in which he would throw things and 
break windows and get into alterca-
tions with his younger brother, Chris. 

David asked to be admitted to an 
institution. What ensued over the next 
couple of years was what his father, Larry, 
calls “this in-and-out thing” – in and out 
of state institutions, a couple of private 
hospitals and a wilderness program.

“Basically, the care that he got [at the 
state institutions] was just to stabilize,” 
Larry Shirley says. “As long as he stopped 
being violent, then it was just trying to 
get him out as quickly as possible.” 

At one institution, Shirley says, the 
chief psychiatrist actually laughed in 
his face when he asked if his son was 
going to receive therapy. 

“He said, ‘Therapy? Therapy? Are 
you kidding me? This is not about 
therapy. This is just about getting to a 
point where we can get him out of here 
and hopefully he won’t kill himself or 
anyone else.’”

SEE  deciSiOnS PAGE 7

difficult decisions in a void 
BrEAKDOWN: A SErIES ON MENTAL hEALTh CArE IN NC

This story is the fifth in a series 
about mental health care in North 
Carolina. To read the previous 
stories in the series, go to www.
carrborocitizen.com

phoTo By KirK ross
samantha Terrell, aka “Butter Bean,” pops a wheelie as she pilots her pink tractor at the Garden Mower pull at the 
White Cross Community Center saturday. The benefit pull, sponsored by orange County pullers, raised more than 
$3,600 for the Wiseman family of hillsborough. More details and results can be found at orangecountypullers.net

charity 
Mower 
Pull
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Thursday Nov 13
Blue Bayou: Lucy	sumner	&	her	
New	Band.	9pm

Cat’s Cradle: Badfish,	scotty	
don’t,	simplified.	8:30pm,	$15-18

The Cave: EarLy:	Last	Watch.	
LatE:	spider	Bags,	rongo	rongo,	
!00	yorktown

Local 506: Brightblack	Morning	
Light,	zomes.	9:30pm,	$8-10

reservoir: the	Moaners,	the	
trampskirts.	10pm

Friday Nov 14
The artsCenter: ELM	Collective	
and	Charanga	Carolina.	8:30pm,	
$12-15

Blue Bayou Club: Peter	tork	&	
the	Blue	suede	shoes.	9:30pm

Cat’s Cradle: toadies,	People	in	
Planes,	Boxbomb.	7pm,	$13-15

The Cave: EarLy: Potato	Gun.	
LatE:	dynamite	Brothers,	razpa

City Tap: Blue	diablo.	8pm

Local 506: the	huguenots,	the	
sammies,	Magic	Babies.	10pm

Nightlight: Nourish	international	
presents	Global	Music	Jam	hosted	
by	WXyC	dJ’s.	9pm

reservoir: Wootini	after	party	
with	Colossus.	10pm

saTurday Nov 15
Blue Bayou: da’	Muthas.	9:30pm

Cat’s Cradle: Bill	Evans	soulgrass	
with	sam	Bush,	No	strings	at-
tached.	7pm,	$18-22

The Cave: EarLy:	hwyl.	LatE:	
rooster	For	the	Masses,	rat	Jack-
son,	arizona

City Tap: Killer	Filler.	8pm

Local 506: Future	islands,	Ear	Pwr,	
Lonnie	Walker.	10pm,	$5

Nightlight: darsombra,	Pacific	
Before	tiger,	ala	Muerta.	10pm

suNday Nov 16
Cat’s Cradle: Black	sheep,	Nice	&	
smooth,	Orgone.	9:30pm,	Free

Global Education Center: 
amjad	sabri.	6pm

MoNday Nov 17
Cat’s Cradle: Every	time	i	die,	
the	Bronx,	stick	to	your	Guns,	My	
hero	is	Me,	the	hottness.	7pm,	$15

The Cave: shesha,	Mietek	
Glinkowski	trio

Local 506: Chuck	hughes’	hillbilly	
hellcats,	the	tremors.	9:30pm,	$10

TuEsday Nov 18
Blue Bayou: Open	Blues	Jam	with	
Butch	haas.	8pm

Cat’s Cradle: Electric	six,	Local	h	
8:45pm,	$12-15

Local 506: silver	apples,	Grails	
9:30pm,	$10

General store Café: Laine	and	
avis	duo,	rusty	Mcintosh,	Max	and	
ann	drake	&	Friends.	6pm

Nightlight: Lake	inferior,	the	
Nothing	Noise,	When	dinosaurs	
ruled	the	Earth,	9:30pm

WEdNEsday Nov 19
Cat’s Cradle: amy	ray,	Jennifer	
O’Connor.	9pm,	$15

Local 506: hoots	&	hellmouth,	
aminal	Music.	9:15pm,	$8

Nightlight: alcazar	hotel,	Jokes-
JokesJokes,	Vodak.	9:30pm

Thursday Nov 20
The artsCenter: Chris	hillman	&	
herb	Pedersen,	shannon	Whit-
worth.	8pm,	$22-25

Blue Bayou: 8	Eyes.	8:30pm

Cat’s Cradle: Jedi	Mind	tricks,	
Outerspace,	reef	the	Lost	Cause.	
9:30pm,	$16-18

The Cave: The Cave: EarLy:	
Brett	rosenberg	&	holden	richards	
LatE:	Luego,	tripp

Local 506: Centro-matic,	One	
Baptist	General,	south	san	Gabriel.	
9pm,	$8

Nightlight: Escapement,	Club	of	
rome,	the	Puttys.	9:30pm

Friday Nov 21
Blue Bayou Club: Edsel	500.	
9:30pm

Cat’s Cradle: Perpetual	Grove.	
10pm,	$15-20

The Cave:	EarLy:	Comedy	with	
Johnny	Cook	LatE:	saintsolitude,	
the	Whiskey	smugglers

City Tap: Blue	diablo.	8pm

Local 506: stella	By	starlight,	Mike	
Posner	&	the	Brain	trust,	Juan	
huevos.	10pm,	$6

Nightlight: CLarQ	n	CarO-
LiNE,	shallow	be	thy	Name,	impos-
sible	hair,	tender	Fruit.	9:30pm

saTurday Nov 22
Blue Bayou: adrian	duke.	9:30pm

Cat’s Cradle: Mates	of	state,	
Brother	reade.	9pm,	$12-14

The Cave: EarLy:	Brian	McGee	
LatE:	awesome,	Lud	record	
release	show

Local 506: Neil	halstead,	ryan	
Gustafson.	9pm,	$10-12

Nightlight: the	Vinyl	records	
show.	10pm

reservoir: Caltrop,	Night	of	the	
Wold,	Curtains	of	Night	

suNday Nov 23
The artsCenter: Michael	Gule-
zian,	shannon	Mcarthur	(Benefit	for	
Ovarian	Cancer	National	alliance).	
$5pm,	$18

Cat’s Cradle: Method	Man	&	
redman,	termanology.	9:30pm,	$30

Local 506: sugar	in	the	dirt,	Br’er,	
the	End	of	the	World.	9pm,	Free

MusiC	CaLENdar

TrEMors 
Local 506 
November 17

th 11/13 badfish
a tribute to sublime

W/scotty don’t, simplified
and skyWire**($16/$18)

fr 11/14 toadies**($13/$15)
W/people in planes, boxbomb

sa 11/15 bill evans’ 
soulgrass feat.
sam bush**($18/$22)

W/no strings attached
presented by lincoln theatre

su 11/16 scion presents
black sheep

W/nice & smooth performing
liVe With orgone, dJ set by J. 

period (truelements radio) free
shoW: rsVp @ scion.com/liVemetro

mo 11/17 every time
i die W/the bronx,

stick to your guns,
my hero is me, the hotness

tu 11/18 electric six/
local h**($12/$15)

We 11/19 amy ray
W/Jennifer o’connor**($15)

th 11/20**($16/$18)
jedi mind tricks 

W/outerspace
fr 11/21**($15/$20)

perpetual 
groove
sa 11/22**($12/$14)

mates of state
W/brother reade

su 11/23 method man 
& redman

W/termanology**($30)

mo 11/24
augustana

W/the War**($15)
tu 11/25**($8/$10)

gang gang dance
W/groWing, rainboW arabia

We 11/26 pre turkey day 
Jam: jon shain, mark 
simonsen, django 

haskins, greg 
humphreys (songWriter 
set); piedmont sheiks; 
young neil and the 

damage done

fr 11/28 manchester
orchestra

W/dead confederate,
keVin deVine,

all get out**($10/$12)

sa 11/29 the backbeat
& hege v**

su 11/30 fastball**($12/$15)
mo 12/1 aps benefit/spotted 
dog anniversary**($7/$10):

velvet, roxcetera, 
snmnmnm, jeghetto

tu 12/2**($7/$10)
high & mighties

W/tim smith band

We 12/3jay 
clifford**($10/$13)

fr 12/5 steep canyon 
rangers**($10)

W/shannon WhitWorth

sa 12/6 yo mama’s 
big fat booty 

band**($10)
tu 12/9 ohgr**($17/$20)

from skinny puppy

fr 12/12 tab
benoit**($18/$20)

presented by the blue bayou club

sa 12/13 southern 
culture on the 

skids**($12/$14)

mo 12/15 trekky records presents
christmas at the cradle

f e at u r i n g
trekky yuletide 
orchestra  and more

sa 12/27 Winter reggae Jam
dub addis + more!!

We 12/31 abbey road
live!**($17.50/$20)

ring in neW years With
John, paul, george & ringo…
fr 1/9/09 free shoW! cd release

north 
elementary

W/kingsbury manx, erie choir, 
popular kids

sa 1/10/09 cosmic
charlie**

2 sets of grateful dead!

th 1/15/09 virginia
coalition**($10/$12)

sa 1/17/09 who’s bad?**
fr 1/23/09**($10/$12)

the gourds
tu 3/24/09**($16/$18)
cut copy

W/matt & kim on sale 11/14

catscradle.com 919.967.9053 300 e. main street
**asterisks denote advance tickets @ schoolkids records in raleigh, cd alley in chapel hill, bull city records in durham, katie's 
pretzels in carrboro order tix online at etix.com we serve carolina brewery beer on tap!  we are a non-smoking club

tu 11/25 gang 
gang dance

tu 11/18 local H

th 11/20
jedi 

mind 
tricks

sa 11/22
mates of state

th 11/13
badfisH

also presenting

lincoln theatre (ral)

sa 11/15  amanda 
palmer of dresden dolls

with the danger ensemble
W/the builders and

the  butchers
and Vermillion lies

local 506 (ch)
We 11/19 hoots and hellmouth

W/aminal music
sa 11/22 neil halstead

W/ryan gustafson (of boxbomb)
tu 12/2 hayes carll

W/John eVans band
sa 12/6 radar bros.

We 1/21/09 Vic chesnutt
W/elf poWer

We 11/19
amy ray

the artscenter (car)

th 11/20 chris 
hillman & herb 

pedersen
w/shannon whitworth

we 12/3 squirrel nut 
zippers

holiday bash!
on sale 11/14 - $20

arTWaLk
the	weather	forecast	for	Friday	calls	for	a	warm,	overcast	evening	—	perfect	for	a	tour	of	local	galleries	
and	displays	set	up	for	the	2nd	Friday	artwalk.	shows,	openings	and	celebration	include	mixed	media	
paintings	by	Maggie	Grace	at	Fleet	Feet	studios;	drawings	and	painting	by	Mayanna	Williams	and	wood-
fired	ceramics	by	susan	Wells	at	the	N.C.	Crafts	Gallery,	a	tattoo	art	show	at	Wootini	(appropriately	
titled	“this	Won’t	hurt	a	Bit”)	and	paintings	by	Jennifer	Padilla	at	Panzanella.

in	addition,	there’s	an	Orange	County	artists’	Guild	-	studio	tour	show	at	the	artsCenter	with	the	
East	End	Gallery	featuring	Magnetic	Faces:	paintings,	drawings,	prints	by	Louise	zjawin	Francke;	a	ceram-
ics	show	and	sale	in	the	artsCenter’s	Pottery	studio,	(6-9	p.m.)	and	an	open	jazz	jam	in	the	West	End	
theater,	starting	at	8	p.m.

and	if	you	haven’t	been	by	yet,	you	may	want	to	take	the	opportunity	to	check	out	1958,	an	exhibit	
that	focuses	on	the	tumultuous	changes	in	the	art	world	and	beyond	in	that	year.

you	can	check	out	the	exhibit	online	at	ackland.org

Pictured Above: Kenneth Noland’s “That” from the Ackland’s 1958 Exhibit

Kenneth	Noland,	american,	born	1924:	/that/,	1958-59;	oil	on	canvas,	83	x	83	inches.	Collection	of	
david	Mirvish,	toronto.	art	@	Kenneth	Noland/Licensed	by	VaGa,	New	york,	Ny

sPOtLiGht

BiLL EvaNs souLGrass 
FEaTuriNG saM Bush 
Cat’s Cradle 
November 15
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Transfer station meeting
The	Orange	County	Board	of	Commissioners	will	hold	

a	 public	 comment	 meeting	 on	 siting	 a	 solid-waste	 trans-
fer	station	on	Monday	at	7	p.m.	at	the	McDougle	Middle	
School	cafetorium.

The	board	hopes	 to	 familiarize	 citizens	with	 the	 three	
candidate	sites	under	consideration	for	the	transfer	station,	
accept	public	comment	on	these	sites	and	address	other	con-
cerns.	The	board	is	developing	a	solid-waste	transfer	station	
because	the	county	landfill	is	projected	to	reach	capacity	in	
mid-2011.

The	 three	 candidate	 sites	 designated	 by	 the	 board	 for	
public	comment	are	located	north	of	Hwy.	54	at	Morrow	
Mill	Road,	west	of	Orange	Grove	Road	and	east	of	Stanford	
Road.	For	more	information	regarding	these	sites	and	the	
site-selection	process,	visit	www.olver.com/orangecounty

McDougle	is	located	a	900	Old	Fayetteville	Road.

Dog tethering ordinance to pass
The	Orange	County	Board	of	Commissioners	is	set	to	ap-

prove	an	ordinance	restricting	dog	tethering	in	Orange	County	
on	Tuesday,	following	a	4-1	vote	on	the	issue	last	week.

State	 law	requires	a	second	reading	on	ordinances	that	
are	not	unanimously	approved.

If	 approved,	 the	 ordinance	 would	 restrict	 tethering	 to	
no	more	than	three	hours	within	a	24-hour	period,	specify	
types	of	collars	and	equipment	permissible	for	tethering	and	
require	minimum	kennel	sizes.	Certain	organized	and	law-
ful	animal	functions	and	circumstances	would	be	exempt.

Commissioner	Valerie	Foushee	voted	against	the	ordinance,	
saying	she	believed	the	three-hour	limit	was	too	short.

Police seek Jack Sprat break-in info
The	Chapel	Hill	Police	Department	seeks	information	re-

garding	a	Friday	break-in	at	Jack	Sprat	on	Franklin	Street.
The	back	door	of	the	business	was	pried	open	between	

the	hours	of	11	p.m.	and	8	a.m	and	cash	was	taken	from	a	
secure	location	inside.

If	 anyone	 has	 information	 concerning	 this	 break-in,	
please	call	either	the	Chapel	Hill	Police	Department	at	968-
2760	or	Crime	Stoppers	at	942-7515.		Calls	to	Crime	Stop-
pers	are	confidential	and	anonymous	and	the	caller	may	be	
eligible	for	a	cash	reward	up	to	$2,000	for	information	that	
leads	to	arrest.

WERA celebrates EJ award
The	 West	 End	 Revitalization	 Association	 has	 been	

awarded	 a	 National	 Environmental	 Justice	 Achievement	
Award	from	the	U.S.	Environmental	Protection	Agency	and	
a	grant	from	the	National	Institute	of	Environment	Health	
Sciences.	 The	 awards	 will	 be	 acknowledged	 at	 WERA’s	
14th	Annual	Fundraising	Awards	Dinner	on	Nov.	14	at	6	
p.m.	at	the	Cutting	Board	Restaurant,	2699	Ramada	Road,	
Burlington.	Tickets	are	$20	per	person	and	tax-deductible	
donations	 will	 help	 cover	 the	 cost	 of	 senior	 citizens	 and	
youth.	For	information,	call	Natasha	Bumpass	at	321-1296	
or	email	natasha-wera@earthlink.net

News Briefs

EDITORIAL
editor@carrborocitizen.com

ADVERTISING
marty@carrborocitizen.com
942-2100 ext. 2

CLASSIfIED 
& REAL ESTATE
carrborocitizen.com/classifieds
919-942-2100, 8:30-3 M-F 
Classifieds deadline is midnight 
Tuesday.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
The Carrboro Citizen is free to 
pick up at our many locations 
throughout Carrboro, Chapel 
Hill, Pittsboro and Hillsborough. 
Subscriptions are also available 
via first class mail and are $78 
per year. Send a check to The 
Citizen, Post Office Box 248, 
Carrboro, N.C. 27510. Visa/Mas-
tercard are also accepted. Please 
contact Anne Billings at 919-942-
2100 for credit card orders.

ONLINE
carrborocitizen.com/main
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Mel Rashkis remembered for his service
By kIRk ROSS
Staff Writer

A	 few	 years	 back,	 some	 stu-
dents	 from	 Rashkis	 Elementary	
School	 compiled	 the	 oral	 histo-
ries	of	some	of	this	community’s	
leading	 lights.	 One	 of	 those	 re-
cordings	 became	 a	 little	 more	
precious	last	weekend.	Mel	Rash-
kis	died	Saturday	at	UNC	Hos-
pitals.	He	was	90.

Years	 from	now	when	people	
wonder	 about	 the	 couple	 for	
whom	 Rashkis	 Elementary	 is	
named,	 when	 they’re	 curious	
about	 the	 origin	 of	 Zora	 Rash-
kis’	doll	 collection	on	display	at	
the	school,	there	will	be	Mel’s	re-
cording	to	guide	them.

At	 his	 funeral	 service	 on	
Monday	 at	 the	 Judea	 Reform	
Cemetery	 on	 Jones	 Ferry	 Road,	
more	than	100	people	turned	out	

to	honor	Rashkis’	life,	work	and	
dedication	 to	 his	 community,	
including	 Congressman	 David	
Price,	 former	 educator	 Lillian	
Lee	 and	 Rashkis	 Elementary	
Principal	Deshera	Mack.

“It’s	 difficult,	 if	 not	 impos-
sible,	 to	 talk	about	Mel	without	
talking	 about	 Zora,”	 said	 Kim	
Hoke,	 executive	 director	 of	 the	
Public	 School	 Foundation.	 The	
two	were	a	powerful	force	in	the	
community	—	he	an	enterprising	
real	 estate	 entrepreneur	 and	 she	
an	English	teacher	with	a	passion	
for	education.

Hoke	said	there	was	so	much	
energy	 and	 commitment	 in	 the	
two,	 it	was	hard	 to	believe	 they	
were	 at	 an	 age	 when	 so	 many	
people	 start	 to	 take	 it	 easy.	
Among	 their	 many	 accomplish-
ments	 together	 was	 the	 endow-
ment	 of	 a	 teaching	 grant	 with	

the	foundation	for	middle	school	
language	 arts.	 And	 after	 the	
school	 shootings	 in	 Columbine,	
Colorado,	 Mel	 Rashkis	 stepped	
up	to	 forge	 the	Community	Al-
liance	for	Student	Success	—	an	
effort	 to	 better	 connect	 families	
and	schools.	

“He	 was	 deeply	 disturbed	 by	
Columbine	 and	 wanted	 to	 find	
ways	 to	 prevent	 that	 happening	
here,”	said	Hoke.

It’s	 just	 one	 example	 of	 Mel	
Rashkis’	energy	and	drive.

Writer	Valarie	Schwartz,	who	
interviewed	 the	 couple	 many	
times	 and	 often	 lunched	 with	
them,	said	Mel	Rashkis	was	driv-
en	by	a	genuine	interest	in	under-
standing	the	lives	of	others.

“He	 just	 really	 deeply	 cared	
about	people.	He	reached	out	to	
people	 in	 all	 walks	 of	 life,”	 she	
said.	“Everyone	he	crossed	paths	

with	 felt	 special	 and	 carried	 a	
new	smile	after	he	passed	by.”

The	 Rashkis’	 Coker	 Hills	
home	 was	 an	 open,	 welcoming	
place	almost	from	the	time	they	
first	arrived	in	the	community.

The	school	that	bears	the	fam-
ily	 name	 was	 a	 special	 place	 of	
pride	as	well.	

“Mel	 would	 take	 everybody	
to	 the	 school,”	 Schwartz	 said.	
After	 the	 couple	moved	 to	The	
Cedars,	there	were	new	folks	to	
get	 to	 know.	 “Mel	 treated	 ev-
eryone	 equally	—	he	knew	 the	
housekeepers	 at	 The	 Cedars	 by	
name	 and	 treated	 them	 with	
the	 same	 regard	 as	 the	 retir-
ees,	 some	of	whom	had	known	
fabulous	 careers.	 He	 had	 to	
know	every	server	by	name	and	
was	interested	in	what	they	did	
when	they	weren’t	working	and	
the	aspirations	they	held.”

PhoTo CourTesy of unC news serviCes
Cold temperatures Tuesday morning did not deter a crowd from attending the Veterans Day services at the new memorial between Phillips Hall 
and Memorial Hall on campus. The event was moved outside after a fire at Gerard Hall over the weekend caused more than $50,000 damage to 
the building. Campus police say they believe that the fire was intentionally set.

Veterans Day
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Special	Events
Latin	American	Film	Festival	
— nov. 2 to 21, at different 
locations in the Triangle and 
elsewhere. latinfilmfestivalnc.com

Seventh	Annual	Carrboro	CD	
and	Record	Show	— nov.16, 
noon-6pm. 40 tables of new and 
used Cds, records and music 
memorabilia. Carrboro Century 
Center. 260-0661. Free

Lung	Cancer	Awareness	Sym-
posium	— nov. 17, 4pm. Line-
berger Cancer Center hosts panel 
discussion in lung cancer. Pre-regis-
tration required. 843-0937, www.
unclineberger.org/events/lca

Moms	Networking	— nov. 
17, 6:30-8:30pm. Workshop on 
developing an effective business 
plan. Presented by Carl baumann 
and hugh morrison of sCore. 
Chapel hill Public Library downstairs 
meeting room. rsvP and info at 
denise@momsnetworking.org, 
www.momsnetworking.org

Durham-Orange	Quilter’s	
Guild	— nov. 17, 7:30pm. 
hillsborough textile artist hollis 
Chatelain will lecture on West 
african Textiles. Grace Church, 200 
sage rd., Chapel hill. 544-3285, 
www.durhamorangequilters.com

Davie	Poplar	DAR	—	nov 
19, 9:30am. members will discuss 
genealogical topics of interest at the 
horace Williams house. 932-9688

Little	Prince	Sneak	Peek 
— nov. 19, noon. bring a lunch 
and meet the director and have 
a  behind-the-scenes look at 
Playmakers repertory company  
presentation of the Little Prince. 
Paul Green Theater, unC 
Campus. 962-7529

Back	County	Crimes — nov. 
20-22, 8pm. every small town has its 
secrets and the local doctor knows 
most of them. a community drama 
production nightly at Chatham 
mills, 489 hillsboro st. in Pittsboro. 
Tickets $8 available at Chatham 
marketplace and at the door. not 
recommended for children under 
13. dress warmly.

Bird	Club	—	nov. 24, 7:30pm. 
“birding alaska’s remote Corners” 
speakers Lena Gallitano and norm 
budnitz. refreshments at 7:15. 
binkley baptist Church, Chapel hill.

Vegetarian	Society	
Thanksgiving	— nov. 27, 12-
5pm. Triangle vegetarian society 
holds Thanksgiving dinner at 
Café Parizäde. all food vegan. 
reservation and information 
www.trianglevegsociety.
org/thanksgiving08/

Holiday	Faire — dec. 6, 10am-
4pm. Fun, games, and gifts. emerson 
Waldorf school, 6211 new Jericho 
road, Chapel hill. 967-1858, www.
emersonwaldorf.org

St.	Matthew’s	Festival	of	the	
Society	Tree — dec. 6, 10am-
5pm; dec. 7 1-5pm. handmade 
items for sale, carols and more. 
Proceeds benefit charity. www.
stmatthewshillsborough.org

Sunday	Afternoons	at	the	
Seymour	Center	— dec. 7, 
3pm. Carol Woods Jazz Combo 
presents dixieland tunes with guest 
Foster owen on banjo. seymour 
Center, Chapel hill.

Holiday	5k	and	Family	Fun	
Run — dec. 14, 2pm, registration 
at noon. Proceeds benefit commu-
nity charity. T-shirts for 400 racers, 
face painting, refreshments and 
arts and crafts. registration and 
information www.sv5k.com

Nightlight	Arts	&	Crafts	Fair 
— dec. 21, 2-6pm. all artists 
invited to sell works. submissions 
of description, website links and 
photos due dec. 7. nightlightinfo@
gmail.com, www.nightlightclub.com

Pittsboro	First	Sundays — 12-
4pm. Food, arts and crafts and 
music on hillsboro street. 260-
9725, pittsboroshops.com

Dance
Contra — nov. 14, 7:30-11pm. 
Triangle Country dancers present 
Contranella, Tom Calwell, myra 
hirschberg. Lesson at 7:30. 
Carrboro Century Center. $7-9. 
www.tcdancers.org

Contra	—	nov. 15, 7:30-11pm. 
Triangle Country dancers present 
david diGiuseppe, Pete Campbell, 
Joy Greenwolfe. Talley student 
Center, nCsu campus. Lesson at 
7:30. $5-9. www.tcdancers.org

Contra	— dec. 19, 7:30pm. music 
by the donnybrook Lads. Car-
rboro Century Center. 967-9948. 
www.csda-dance.org $8

The	Chocolate	Factory — Jan. 
17, 2 and 6pm. studio a dancers 
present an adaptation of Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory.  east 
Chapel hill high auditorium. $5, 
tickets available www.dancecentre.
net/blog

Ballroom — Fourth and fifth 
Thursdays, 7-9:30pm. seymour 
senior Center, 2551 homestead 
road, Chapel hill. 968-2070. $2

Carrboro	DanceJam — First 
Fridays. Free-style dance. balanced 
movement studio, 304 W. Weaver 
st, upstairs. 968-8776

Havana	Nights — First and third 
Thursdays, 10pm. Cuban salsa. 
mansion 462, 462 W. Franklin st. 
967-7913, www.mansion462.net

Salsa/Mambo	— Third satur-
days, lesson 8pm, dance 8:30-11pm. 
Fred astaire dance studio, 4702 
Garrett road, durham. salsa_4u2@
yahoo.com, 358-4201, $7

Triangle	Stardusters	Ballroom	
Dance — second saturdays, 8-
11pm. Fred astaire dance studio. 
24702 Garrett road, durham. $7 
members, $12 guests. Couples and 
singles welcome. 942-7232

Faith
Advent	Lutheran — 9am 
bible study classes for all ages, 
10:30am worship service. advent 
holiday boutique, nov. 8, 9am-
1pm. 230 erwin road. 968-7680. 
adventlutheranch.org

Buddhist	Teachings	and	
Meditation — Wednesdays, 
7-8:30pm. With ordained monk 
and resident teacher Gen Kelsang 
Tilopa.  The Kosala mahayana 
buddhist center teaches traditional 
Kadampa buddhist practice. 711 
W. rosemary st. 619-5736, www.
meditationinchapelhill.org

Discovering	Buddhism:	How	
to	Meditate	— mondays, 7pm. 
Kadampa Center for the Practice of 
Tibetan buddhism, 5412 etta burke 
Ct., raleigh. www.kadampa-center.org

Meditation	Practices	of	
Tibetan	Buddhism:	Shinay,	
Tonglen	and	Deity	Practice 
— Wednesdays, 7:30-9pm. Through 
november. 968-9426, www.
piedmonktc.org

Film
Trouble	In	The	Water — nov. 
19, 7pm. a young african-american 
man deals with racial alienation 
from within his own community. 
Filmmakers roger edwards, Jr. and 
Jim mcQuaid will be on hand for a 
Q&a session after the screening. 
internationalist books & Community 
Center. 405 W. Franklin street, 
Chapel hill. 919-942-1740. www.
troubleinthewater.com

Postville:	When	Cultures	Col-
lide — nov. 23, 5-6:30pm. a look 
at what happens when 300 hasidic 
Jews and 400 mexican immigrants 
move into a pig-farming town of 
1500. how immigration affects 
small-town america. Film and 
discussion. ChiCLe, 101 e. Weaver 
st. suite G-1, Third floor. 933-0398, 
www.chi-cle.com

Community	Cinema — second 
Thursdays at 7pm. Films document-
ing social issues. monthly screenings 
of independent Lens episodes at 
open eye Cafe, followed by panel 
discussions.

Health	&	Wellness
Cancer	support — Weekly 
support free of charge for 
cancer patients and family. www.
cornucopiahouse.org

The	Compassionate	Friends:	
Self-help	support	after	the	
death	of	a	child — Third mon-
days, 7-8:30pm. Free and open to all 
adults grieving the loss of a child or 
sibling. evergreen united methodist 
Church. 967-3221, chapelhilltcf.org

WomanHeart	— Fourth 
Thursdays, 12:30-2pm. The national 
coalition for Women with heart 
disease support Group is free and 
open to any woman with any form 
of heart disease. 403 W. Weaver st. 
Wh-Chapelhill@womenheart.org

Kids
Toddler	Time — Thursdays, 
4pm. Carrboro branch Library. 
969-3006

Preschool	Story	Time — sat-
urdays, 10:30am. Carrboro branch 
Library. 969-3006

Express	Yourself!	— saturdays, 
10:45-11:15am, 11:30am-noon. 
art program for ages 3-8 & their 
caregivers. Kidzu Children’s mu-
seum, 105 e. Franklin st. 933-1455, 
kidzuchildrensmuseum.org $2

Lectures	&	Discussions
The	Empress,	The	Story-
teller,	and	the	Mughai	Rococo 
— nov. 14, 4pm. Prof. michael yonan 
speaks about the “millions room” at 
schonbrunn Palace, a room deco-
rated with Persian miniatures set into 
a rococo decorative ensemble and 
its sponsor empress maria Theresa 
(1717-1780), the habsburg dynasty’s 
first sovereign female ruler. hanes 
art Center, room 121.

I	Called	911!	Now	What?	
— nov. 16, 2pm. Coordinator of 
durham ems m. Kevin Wilson 
speaks. Judea reform Congregation, 
1933 W. Cornwallis rd, durham. 
542-6199.

Zaven	Paré — nov. 18, 5:30pm. 
new media artist zaven Paré 
lectures and presents works in the 
hanes art Center room 121. Paré 
works in many mediums including 
electronic puppetry, video projec-
tions and robotic art.

Literary
Keats	and	his	circle	reading	
Shakespeare	—	nov. 20, 5:45pm. 
dedication of John Keats’ Poems 
as the six-millionth book in unC 
Library. Presentation and lecture. 
Wilson Library, unC Campus. 
962-4207

Travels	with	Herodotus — nov. 
20, 7pm. Carrboreaders non-Fic-
tion book Club meets to discuss 
the book by ryszard Kapuscin-
ski. 918-7387, www.co.orange.
nc.us/library/cybrary

Twilight	— dec. 11, 7pm. The 
movie/book Club discusses the film 
and the stephanie meyer novel. 
Carrboro Cybrary. 918-7387, www.
co.orange.nc.us/library/cybrary

Political
Election	Analysis	—	nov. 20, 
7:30-9pm. orange County demo-
cratic Party and democratic Wom-
en sponsor 2008 election analysis 
event. speakers hodding Carter iii, 
rob Christensen and Ferrell Guil-
lory. Carrboro Century Center, 100 
n. Greensboro. 929-0547

Volunteers
RSVP	55+	Volunteer	Program  
— seeks volunteers to match other 
volunteers with opportunities for 
public service. 968-2056

Meals	on	Wheels — seeks 
volunteers to deliver meals and/or 
bake simple desserts for recipients 
in the Chapel hill/Carrboro area. 
942-2948

English	as	a	Second	Language	
Conversation	Club — seeks 
volunteers to talk with groups of 
international students Fridays from 
noon-2pm. university methodist 
Church on Franklin street. 967-1448, 
harwellja@bellsouth.net

Community	Calendar
Seymour	arts	and	crafts

The	Seymour	Center	for	Seniors	Arts	and	Crafts	Committee	
will	host	a	holiday	arts	and	crafts	fair	on	Saturday	from	9	a.m.	to	
3p.m.	Forty-five	vendors	will	display	handcrafted	items	for	sale,	
including	jewelry,	pottery,	woodwork,	quilts,	wreaths,	floral	ar-
rangements,	ornaments	and	artwork.	

The	Seymour	Center	is	located	at	2551	Homestead	Road	in	
Chapel	Hill.	For	more	information,	call	968-2070.	

Carson	5k	for	education
The	inaugural	Eve	Carson	Memorial	5K	for	Education	will	

be	held	Saturday	at	10	a.m.
Pi	Beta	Phi	sorority	and	Phi	Delta	Theta	fraternity	organized	

the	race	in	order	to	raise	funds	for	Eve’s	scholarship	foundation,	
the	 Clyde	 Erwin	 Elementary	 School	 in	 Onslow	 County	 and	
First	Book,	a	nonprofit	that	gives	books	to	preschool	children	
from	low-income	families.	

Registration	will	begin	on	Polk	Place	on	the	UNC	campus	at	
8	a.m.	Children’s	activities	will	be	available.	Kids	under	7	run	
free	and	dogs	on	leashes	are	welcome	to	run.	

Registration	is	$20	on	the	day	of	the	race	or	$18	online	before	
the	 race.	 For	more	 information,	 to	 register	 or	 to	donate,	 visit	
educationforeve.com

Butter	sculpture	demonstration
UNC	will	host	a	demonstration	of	the	ancient	Tibetan	Bud-

dhist	art	form	of	butter	sculptures	on	Tuesday	from	9:30	a.m.	to	
2:15	p.m.	at	the	FedEx	Global	Education	Center.

A	traditional	ceremony	presenting	the	finished	sculptures	will	
be	held	at	1:45	p.m.	

The	demonstration	will	be	hosted	in	conjunction	with	Inter-
national	Education	Week	at	UNC	with	support	from	the	Hi-
malayan	Society.	

Fix-A-Home	project
The	Greater	Chapel	Hill	Association	of	Realtors	will	host	the	

Second	Annual	Fix-A-Home	Project	on	Wednesday	from	8	a.m.	
to	4	p.m.	at	2105	Neville	Road	in	Chapel	Hill.

Through	Fix-A-Home,	Realtors	and	volunteer	workers	help	
those	who	are	physically	or	financially	unable	to	make	needed	
repairs	to	their	homes	or	properties.	

For	 more	 information	 or	 to	 volunteer,	 contact	 Christine	
Khoury	at	225-1393.	

Pilobolus	dance	performs
More	 than	1,200	 area	 children	will	 see	 the	 internationally	

renowned	dance	troupe	Pilobolus	on	Nov.	21	at	Memorial	Hall	
on	the	UNC	campus.	

The	 show	 is	 the	 third	 Carolina	 Performing	 Arts	 Student	
Matinee.	More	than	20	Triangle	schools	are	bringing	students	
to	the	show.	

The	dance	troupe	will	perform	three	different	pieces	for	the	
matinee:	“Walklyndon,”	“Pseudopodia”	and	“Lanterna	Magica,”	
the	company’s	newest	piece.	Pilobolus	has	been	praised	for	 its	
educational	initiative,	The	Pilobolus	Institute,	which	hosts	adult	
workshops,	summer	camps	for	kids,	community	workshops,	in-
school	and	after-school	programming	and	full-scale	residencies.

Pilobolus	also	will	perform	to	a	sold-out	audience	at	8	p.m.	
that	 evening	 as	 part	 of	 Carolina	 Performing	 Arts’	 2008-09	
Dance	Series.

A	Panoramic	Portrait	of	America
McIntyre’s	Fine	Books	will	present	a	screening	of	the	short	

film	State by State: A Panoramic Portrait of America	on	Nov.	20	
from	7	to	8	p.m.	

The	38-minute	film	features	interviews	and	original	writing	
on	all	50	states	by	50	novelists,	journalists	and	essayists,	includ-
ing	Daphne	Beal,	Alison	Bechdel,	Will	Blythe,	Charles	Bock,	
Anthony	Bourdain,	Susan	Choi,	Joshua	Ferris,	Dagoberto	Gilb,	
Myla	Goldberg,	Paul	Greenberg,	John	Hodgman,	and	more.

The	 event	 is	 free	 and	 open	 to	 the	 public.	 McIntyre’s	 Fine	
Books	is	located	in	Fearrington	Village	on	Hwy.	15-501	south	
of	 Chapel	 Hill.	 For	 more	 information,	 call	 542-3030,	 email	
books@fearrington.com	or	visit	www.fearrington.com	

Redefining	Journalism
McIntyre’s	Fine	Books	at	Fearrington	Village	and	 the	Media	

Law	 Resource	 Center	 will	 present	 a	 discussion	 entitled	 “Online	
News–Redefining	Journalism?”	at	11	a.m.,	Nov.	22	at	McIntyre’s.	

The	discussion	will	feature	two	experts	on	media	and	law:	lo-
cal	attorney	Mark	Prak	and	WRAL	TV	and	online	sports	man-
aging	editor	Dane	Huffman.	The	presentation	will	address	the	
media’s	use	of	the	Internet,	news	organizations’	interaction	with	
their	audience	online,	the	use	of	content	submitted	by	readers	
and	viewers,	blogs	kept	by	media	staff	or	others	and	more.

The	 event	 is	 free	 and	 open	 to	 the	 public.	 McIntyre’s	 Fine	
Books	is	located	in	Fearrington	Village	on	Hwy.	15-501	south	
of	 Chapel	 Hill.	 For	 more	 information,	 call	 542-3030,	 email	
books@fearrington.com	or	visit	www.fearrington.com

Community	Briefs

Read	us	online:	
carrborocitizen.com/main

True CrafTsmen
A Full-service Exterior business

Decks Restored
Washed, Sanded, Sealed

Houses
Power Washed, Gutters Cleaned

True Craftsmen
Installation, All Types Siding

Roofing, Windows, Decks
Repair Work As Well

Planting & Flower Beds
Installed & Maintained

Contact John Barrett
919-619-8315/919-420-5013

Cliff’s Meat Market
sizzlin’ savings

corona extra, negra modelo, pacifico, budweiser!

All NAturAl 
Ground Chuck 

$2.99/lb

All NAturAl 
Chuck roast 

$2.99/lb

All NAturAl 
Chicken 
Cut to Order 
$1.29/lb

Cut to Order 
Angus rib Eye 

$6.99/lb

NY Strip 
Black Angus

$6.99/lb

100 West Main st., Carrboro
919-942-2196 Mon-sat 9am-6pm

Debit
& EBT

Prices good thru 11/20/08

Organic Eggs
Brown-$2.99/doz

White-$1.99/doz

All NAturAl
Boneless, skinless 

Chicken Breasts 
$2.69/lb

Sliced Bacon 
$2.69/lb 

SkiN-ON Or SkiN-Off

NOW tAkiNG OrdErS! 
fresh turkeys 

for 
thanksgiving

Temporada	de	gripe
El	 departamento	 de	 salud	 del	 condado	

Orange	 da	 inmunizaciones	 contra	 la	 gripe	
gratis	a	los	niños	en	la	escuela.	Hoy	es	el	úl-
timo	día	de	la	clínica	en	el	departamento	de	
salud	en	Hillsborough.	Con	cita.	245-2400

Películas	latinoamericanas	
El	22do	festival	de	películas	de	América	

Latina	empezó	el	2	de	noviembre	y	culmina	
el	21	del	mes.	Hay	muchas	películas	en	pan-
talla	en	diferentes	sitios	del	Triángulo.	Gra-
tuita.	La	próxima	película	en	Chapel	Hill	es	
Entre los muertos	 el	21	de	Noviembre	a	 las	

7p.m.	en	el	FedEx	Global	Education	Center	
en	UNC.	Para	otros	horarios	 y	más	 infor-
mación,	llame	al	681-3883

Tarde	de	damas
Prueba	diferentes	productos	gratis:	 café,	

vino,	té,	comida	y	masajes.	Descuentos	sola-
mente	para	mujeres.	Música.	El	jueves	(hoy),	
el	13	de	noviembre,	6	a	9p.m.En	el	centro	de	
Hillsborough.

Noticias	en	breve

Comentarios y preguntas al  betsy@carrborocitizen.com

Send this coupon with your check to:
Inter-Faith Council ~ 110 W. Main St., Carrboro, NC 27510
To pay by credit card call: 929-6380, ext. 14 ( John) or ext. 12 (Frances).

Holidays are for Sharing
Share a holiday meal with those in need. Your gift of $25
helps IFC offer a holiday meal to an entire family.

Name Phone

Address
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At the Family Medicine Center

Now accepting
new patients!

Same-day Appointments
Monday-Friday

8am-12pm
1pm-5pm

(919)-966-3711
www.unchealthcare.org/fpc



COOK WITH GAS 
NOT ELECTRICITY
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B l u n d e n S t u d i o

ways you can   reduce your CO2 emmissions

Conscientious 
Construction
Green builder & repair specialist 
with over 30 years experience 
offers the utmost respect and 
consideration for you, your family, 
pets and property. Carpentry, 
sheetrock, plumbing &
most other trades,
personally done
by John Kulash.

919-933-8982

COMMUNITY RADIO
When you aren’t reading your 
Citizen, how do you know 
what’s going on in town?
Listen to community radio! 
WCOM 103.5 FM, your 
community radio station! 

Listen online at carrbororadio.com

Huge increase in hotel rooms on the horizon
by ricH fowler
Staff Writer

 Chapel hill 	 —	 The	 Chapel	
Hill-Carrboro	area	could	add	as	
many	 as	 520	 hotel	 rooms	 to	 its	
current	1,052-room	inventory	in	
the	next	few	years.	Projects	have	
already	been	approved	at	300	East	
Main	in	Carrboro	and	at	East	54	
in	Chapel	Hill	to	add	290	rooms,	
while	projects	in	various	planning	
stages	at	Southern	Village,	Cha-
pel	Hill	40	and	the	Carolina	Inn	
could	add	another	230	more.

The	 proposed	 projects	 at	
Southern	 Village	 and	 Chapel	
Hill	40	will	come	up	before	the	
Chapel	 Hill	 Town	 Council	 at	
their	meeting	on	Monday.	

Laurie	 Paolicelli,	 executive	
director	of	 the	Chapel	Hill/Or-
ange	 County	 Visitors	 Bureau,	
who	keeps	a	close	eye	on	indus-
try	trends,	said	it	will	be	interest-
ing	to	see	how	the	area	will	deal	
with	the	expansion	in	rooms.	

“It’s	going	to	be	a	lot	of	hotels	
in	 a	 short	 time,”	 she	 said,	 “and	
it’s	something	we	have	to	stand	
back	 and	 say	 as	 a	 community,	
not	 just	 as	 a	 tourism	 industry,	
‘Can	we	support	this?’”	

Paolicelli	 said	 there	 has	 al-
ready	 been	 a	 spurt	 of	 hotel	
growth	 in	 the	 area	 in	 the	 last	
five	 years	 and	 that	
it	 has	 just	 finished	
adjusting	 to	 that	
growth.

“If	we’re	looking	
at	a	hotel	explosion	
here	of	1,000	rooms	
to	1,500	rooms,	the	
question	is,	can	we	
rely	 on	 the	univer-
sity	 exclusively	 to	
fill	 these	 rooms?	
And	 if	 not,	 where	
do	 we	 look	 for	
new	 markets?	 And	
I	 think	 that’s	 one	
thing	 that	 we	 as	
tourism	 people	 here	 who	 read	
the	 stats	 every	day	and	 look	at	
who’s	 staying	 and	 who’s	 not,	
fret	about,”	she	said.

She	 said	 that	 some	 hotels	
will	suffer	at	first	as	newer	ones	
open.	 “Somebody	 always	 takes	
it	on	the	chin…	and	then	they	
get	more	competitive.”	

Nationwide,	recent	econom-
ic	woes	have	hit	the	hotel	indus-
try	hard.	Soaring	gas	prices	cut	
a	lot	of	summer	vacations	short,	
and	 as	 the	 general	 economy	
nosedived	 in	 September	 things	
didn’t	 get	 much	 better	 for	 the	
industry.

But	 in	 spite	 of	 the	 bad	 na-
tional	 news,	 local	 occupancy	
rates	from	January	through	Au-
gust	were	up	0.4	percent,	while	
over	 the	 same	 period	 national	
rates	were	down	2.5	percent	and	
state	 rates	 were	 down	 4.5	 per-
cent.	

“Orange	County	has	always	
been	 somewhat	protected	 from	
devastating	 economic	 loss,	 and	
that’s	 because	 it’s	 an	 intimate	
university-related	higher	demo-
graphic	that	comes	here,”	Paoli-
celli	said.	

Manish	 Atma	 is	 the	 prin-
cipal	 of	 Atma	 Hotel	 Group,	
which	 operates	 eight	 hotels	 in	
North	 Carolina,	 including	 the	
Hampton	 Inn	 in	 Chapel	 Hill	
on	Fordham	Boulevard	and	two	
more	 hotels	 at	 the	 intersection	
of	 NC	 54	 and	 I-40.	 He	 isn’t	
worried	 about	 the	 fluctuations	
in	the	local	occupancy	rate.	

“You’ve	 got	 such	 a	 broad	
segment	 of	 branded	 hotels,	
that	[the	data]	takes	all	of	that	
and	 gives	 you	 an	 average,”	 he	
said.	“You	might	have	a	couple	
of	 hotels	 that	 are	 really	 doing	
badly,	 but	 the	 average	 comes	
out	 decent,	 so	 it’s	 location-
driven.”	

Atma	 remains	 optimis-
tic.	 “Due	 to	 cutbacks,	 we	 are	
down;	 but	 fundamentally	 the	
market	 is	 still	doing	well.	The	
state,	I	feel,	is	doing	well.”	

Paolicelli	 is	 a	 strong	 advo-
cate	 for	 the	 tourism	 industry	
in	 Orange	 County	 and	 wants	
to	 see	 it	 develop	 further.	 She	
said	 that	 visitors	 spend	 $137	
million	each	year	here	and	lo-
cal	 tourism	 employs	 around	
1,800	people.	

She’s	 optimistic	 that	 in	 the	
end	 the	 surge	 in	 guest	 rooms	
will	work	itself	out	if	hotels	fo-
cus	on	bringing	in	new	sources	

of	visitors	and	not	on	attacking	
each	others’	customer	bases.	

“First	 you	 have	 a	 dip,	 and	
then	 things	 start	 leveling	
out.…	But	the	most	important	
thing	we	have	to	be	careful	of	
is	the	cannibalistic	effect.”

Aloft at east 54
Representatives	of	Starwood	

Hotels,	the	company	that	owns	
the	Sheraton	and	W	chains,	say	
the	 company	 plans	 to	 develop	
one	of	its	high-end	and	modern	
Aloft	 hotels	 at	 East	 54	 on	 the	
corner	of	South	Hamilton	and	
Raleigh	 roads.	 Aloft	 Chapel	
Hill	 will	 be	 owned	 by	 Inland	
American	Real	Estate	Trust	Inc.	
and	operated	by	Barclay	Hospi-

tality	Services.	The	Aloft	brand	
is	touted	as	“hip,	contemporary	
environment.”

Barclay	 spokesperson	 Craig	
Lambert	 said	 he	 thinks	 the	
style	 will	 be	 a	 good	 match	 for	
Chapel	Hill:	“The	Aloft	brand’s	
fresh	 perspective	 is	 changing	
the	industry	as	we	know	it,	and	
we	are	happy	to	be	able	to	pro-
vide	guests	and	locals	of	Chapel	
Hill	 with	 the	 latest	 alternative	
in	travel.”

The	 company	 plans	 to	 start	
construction	in	early	2009	and	
open	in	the	winter	of	2010.	The	
hotel	 will	 have	 140	 rooms,	 a	
bar,	 600	 square	 feet	 of	 meet-
ing	space,	an	outdoor	area	and	
a	swimming	pool.	

300 east Main
Atma	 Hotel	 Group	 will	 be	

building	 a	 150-room	 hotel	 as	
part	of	 the	300	East	Main	de-
velopment,	 with	 rooms	 priced	
in	 the	 $125	 to	 $150	 per	 night	
range.	It	will	have	2,500	square	
feet	 of	 conference	 facilities,	
which	 will	 be	 able	 to	 handle	
about	 200	 people.	 The	 hotel	
will	 have	 a	 limited-service	 res-
taurant	 if	 it	 becomes	 a	 Hilton	
Garden	 Inn;	 but	 if	 it	 becomes	
a	 Hampton	 Inn	 and	 Suites,	 it	
won’t.

Though	the	brand		
hasn’t	 been	 decided,	
the	 hotel	 criticism	
from	 some	 neigh-
bors	 and	 town	 offi-
cials	 who	 questioned	
whether	 it	 is	 a	 good	
fit	for	Carrboro’s	east-
ern	gateway.

Atma	 said	 the	
brand	 of	 the	 hotel	
will	not	have	a	major	
impact	on	its	look.	

“It	will	be	a	beau-
tiful	 hotel,”	 he	 said.	
“It	will	be	a	hotel	that	
the	 people	 of	 Carr-

boro	 and	 also	 Orange	 County	
will	be	proud	of.	Even	if	[it’s]	a	
Hampton	 Inn	 and	 Suites,	 the	
look	of	 the	building	 is	not	go-
ing	 to	 change.	 The	 only	 thing	
that	 is	 going	 to	 change	 is	 the	
interior	of	the	building	—	how	
it’s	laid	out.”	

Paolicelli	 is	 optimistic	 about	
the	new	hotel.	“I	only	see	it	do-
ing	 great	 things	 for	 Carrboro	
and	Chapel	Hill,”	she	said.

“The	impact	it’s	going	to	have	
on	 Carrboro’s	 local	 businesses	
is	going	to	be	incredible,”	Atma	
said.	“Because,	you	have	 to	un-
derstand,	everyone	who’s	staying	
in	this	hotel	has	to	go	somewhere	
to	eat,	and	they’re	going	to	eat	in	
Carrboro.”

He	said	that	construction	on	
the	hotel	should	start	sometime	
in	 either	 the	 second	 or	 third	
quarter	of	2009	and	should	fin-
ish	by	the	end	of	2010.

Southern Village
D.R.	 Bryan	 and	 John	 Fugo	

want	 to	 build	 either	 an	 80-	 to	
100-room	 hotel	 or	 condomini-
ums	in	the	parking	lot	in	front	of	
Weaver	Street	Market	in	South-
ern	Village.	The	hotel	would	be	
86,000	 square	 feet,	 with	 three	
stories	 of	 rooms	 and	 two	 levels	
of	 parking.	 The	 plan	 has	 met	
with	 opposition	 from	 residents	
of	Southern	Village.

Rosemary	 Waldorf,	 project	
manager	 for	 Bryan	 Properties,	
said	that	when	she	learned	from	
the	 Visitor’s	 Bureau	 that	 the	
average	 visitor	 to	 Chapel	 Hill	
spends	 $286	 per	 day,	 she	 was	

convinced	that	a	hotel	would	help	
Southern	Village.	

“You	 take	 that	 and	 multiply	
that	[by]	the	number	of	rooms	and	
65	 percent	 occupancy	 …	 I	 was	
persuaded,”	Waldorf	said.	“I	think	
that	a	hotel	[in	Southern	Village]	
really	 would	 help	 the	 businesses	
here.	I	think	the	challenge	is	fig-
uring	out	how	to	get	through	the	
construction	period.”

Eric	 Tannery,	 director	 of	
new	 development	 for	 Summit	
Hospitality	Group	in	Raleigh,	
said	his	 company	 is	 interested	
in	 operating	 a	 hotel	 on	 the	
site.	He	said	the	thinking	now	
is	 that	 it	would	probably	be	 a	
Hyatt	Place	hotel.

Tannery	said	that	 the	hotel	
would	be	a	select-service	hotel	
that	 would	 offer	 continental	
breakfast	and	have	some	meet-
ing	 space.	 He	 said	 that	 if	 he	

had	 to	 give	 a	 rough	 estimate	
of	 the	 nightly	 rate,	 he	 would	
put	it	around	$140	to	$150,	al-
though	 rates	 can	 change	 with	
the	economy.	

Summit	 operates	 14	 hotels	
in	 North	 Carolina,	 including	
the	 Residence	 Inn	 by	 Marri-
ott	on	Erwin	Road	in	Chapel	
Hill.

If	 the	 project	 is	 approved,	
Waldorf	 estimated	 that	 con-
struction	could	start	sometime	
around	 late	 2010	 and	 would	
take	about	a	year.

chapel Hill 40
In	2007,	the	town’s	Northern	

Area	 Task	 Force	 Report	 called	
for	 more	 mixed-use	 property,	
specifically	mentioning	the	need	
for	a	hotel	 in	 that	part	of	Cha-
pel	Hill.	John	Coley	and	Bryan,	
who	 now	 own	 the	 old	 VilCom	
Campus	 and	 have	 renamed	 it	
Chapel	 Hill	 40,	 are	 interested	
in	the	possibility	of	putting	in	a	
hotel	there	in	the	future,	which	
would	 require	 a	 change	 to	 the	
zoning	ordinance.	Their	request	
got	a	favorable	response	from	the	
Community	 Design	 Commis-
sion	in	June.

Waldorf	 said	 that	 interstate	
traffic	 and	 Carolina	 North	
would	bring	people	to	a	hotel	at	
Chapel	Hill	40	as	well.

“All	bets	 are	off,	 I	 think,	on	
when	anything	new	 is	 going	 to	
happen	in	our	world	today.	But	
assuming	that	there	is	some	kind	
of	economic	 recovery,	 I	 think	a	
lot	of	people	concur	that	that	use	
in	 that	 location	 makes	 a	 lot	 of	
sense,”	Waldorf	said.

She	said	that	while	it	was	too	
early	 to	 say	 with	 any	 certainty	
what	sort	of	hotel	would	be	there,	
Bryan	 Properties’	 early	 research	
suggests	that	they	probably	need	
around	100	rooms	for	the	project	
to	be	economically	feasible.	

Waldorf	 said	 they	were	 inter-
ested	in	a	certain	level	of	quality.	

“Aside	from	saying	it	won’t	be	
a	Days	Inn,	I	don’t	want	to	name	
any	brands,	because	it	would	be	
premature,”	she	said.

carolina inn
Plans	for	the	Carolina	Inn	to	

expand	are	still	on	the	table	but	
won’t	be	going	ahead	for	the	next	
18	months	to	two	years,	accord-
ing	to	Mark	Nelson,	the	hotel’s	
director	of	sales	and	marketing.	
For	 some	 time,	 the	 hotel	 has	
been	 planning	 on	 renovating	
Whitehead	 dormitory	 and	 con-
verting	it	into	approximately	30	
more	 guest	 rooms,	 but	 current	
economic	 conditions	 are	 pre-
venting	it	from	moving	forward.

PhoTo by ava barLow
The Franklin, a hotel on West Franklin Street in Chapel hill, has an 
atrium on the third floor.

“First you have a dip, and then 
things start leveling out.… 

But the most important thing 
we have to be careful of is the 

cannibalistic effect.”
Laurie PaoLiCeLLi

Executive director of the 
Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Bureau

Hotel projects in soutHern orange

300 east Main
Type: hilton Garden or 
hampton inn 
rooms: 150
status: approved by town
est. Completion: late 2010

54 east
Type: aloft
rooms: 140
status: approved
est. Completion: winter, 
2010

Southern Village
Type: hyatt Place or other 
select service
rooms: 80-100
status: under review
est. Completion: late 2011

chapel Hill 40
Type: unknown
rooms: 100 plus
status: under review
est. Completion: unknown

carolina inn 
expansion
rooms: 30
status: in planning
est. Completion: unknown
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for the record

Rough	road	ahead
Listen.	This	is	going	to	be	tough	on	some	people	

–	this	thing	we’re	going	to	call	a	recession.	There’s	
a	little	too	much	talk	of	how	we	can	and	have	
weathered	one	or	two	before	and	how	the	economic	
buoyancy	of	the	community	is	going	to	keep	us	
all	afloat.	Yes,	perhaps	the	university	is	going	to	
continue	to	grow	–	and,	as	a	result,	the	community	
will	prosper	–	but	at	street	level	this	recession	is	go-
ing	to	hurt,	and	we	need	to	deal	with	that.

It	doesn’t	take	a	rocket	surgeon	to	figure	out	
that	in	times	like	these	contributions	to	nonprofits	
decline	while	the	demand	for	their	services	jumps.	
This	is	paradoxically	the	worst	year	to	ask	people	
to	give	more,	yet	we’re	at	a	time	when	the	need	for	
extra	assistance	in	providing	food,	paying	utility	
bills	and	–	to	borrow	a	phrase	–	providing	for	the	
general	welfare	is	likely	to	be	as	great	as	it’s	been	in	
a	generation.

We’re	entering	another	holiday	season	–	a	time	
traditionally	filled	with	themes	of	abundance	and	
feasting	and	extensive,	if	not	outright	extrava-
gant,	purchasing.	It	is	also	a	time	when	the	dif-
ferences	between	the	haves	and	the	have-nots	are	
never	more	extreme.		

This	year,	more	than	most	in	our	past,	is	a	time	
to	set	aside	some	of	that	abundance	in	support	of	
those	less	fortunate.	Really.	You	won’t	miss	it.

There	are	so	many	ways	to	help	–	from	donating	
to	the	food	pantries	and	utility-assistance	funds	to	
dedicating	donations	to	arts	and	school	organiza-
tions	for	scholarships	for	young	students	who	
otherwise	could	not	afford	a	class	or	a	camp.

We	are	blessed	with	a	strong,	organized	non-
profit	sector	in	this	community	–	one	that	will	feel	
the	pinch	if	donations	dry	up	just	at	a	time	when	
they’re	needed	the	most.

There	is	a	tendency	to	be	frugal	during	down-
turns	and	times	of	economic	uncertainty,	and	
wisely	so.	But	do	so	with	a	purpose	–	that	you	
might	be	able	to	extend	that	helping	hand	to	a	
person	or	family	on	the	brink.	Poverty,	hunger	and	
want	tear	at	the	fabric	of	society.	We	hope	and	pray	
for	better	days	ahead.	Until	then,	our	generosity	
and	kindness	are	the	needle	and	thread.

The	right	choice
There	are	two	schools	of	thought	on	how	to	go	

about	choosing	a	successor	on	a	governing	board	
for	someone	who	has	died	in	office	–	you	can	look	
for	the	“best	fit”	for	the	rest	of	the	group	or	you	
can	look	for	someone	who	would	best	carry	on	in	
the	spirit	of	the	departed.	When	it	comes	to	elected	
bodies,	it	is	always	tempting	to	go	with	the	former	
but	far	more	important	to	be	mindful	of	the	latter.

The	Chapel	Hill	Town	Council	was	faced	with	
that	decision	this	month	in	finding	someone	to	fill	
out	the	term	of	the	late	Bill	Thorpe.	On	Monday,	
they	voted	unanimously	to	name	Jim	Merritt	to	the	
seat.	The	move	brought	some	grousing	–	most	of	
it	delivered	with	a	request	for	no	attribution	–	that	
race	was	the	deciding	factor.	Merritt,	like	Thorpe,	
is	black.	We’d	like	to	point	out	that	he	is	also	an	in-
dividual.	In	this	case,	he’s	an	individual	who	brings	
a	background	and	perspective	that	used	to	be	com-
mon	on	the	board	but	is	now	increasingly	unique.

Each	council	member	is	in	some	way	elected	
by	a	coalition	–	a	mix	of	geographic	and	political	
constituencies	that	find	the	candidate	appealing	for	
one	reason	or	another.	Thorpe	had	his	own	mix	of	
constituencies,	and	a	review	of	his	election	results	
shows	strong	support	for	him	in	the	downtown,	
traditionally	African-American	communities	he	
championed	in	his	years	in	office.

Merritt	full	well	knows	that	as	a	councilperson	
he	serves	all	the	people	of	Chapel	Hill.	He	also	is	
much	more	attuned	to	the	dynamics	and	needs	of	
a	critically	important	part	of	the	town.	His	experi-
ences,	shaped	by	a	lifetime	of	ties	to	the	community,	
bring	a	first-hand	knowledge	to	the	council.	As	a	
native	with	deep	roots	in	town	that	stretch	back	into	
its	murky,	antebellum	past,	he	also	gives	voice	to	
those	who	remember	much	more	clearly	how	and	
why	we	got	to	where	we	are	today.

Service	on	the	council	is	a	big	commitment	for	
anyone	and	we	applaud	those	who	placed	their	
name	in	consideration	for	their	willingness	to	con-
tribute	time	and	talents.

Merritt	volunteered	knowing	that	not	only	
would	he	have	big	shoes	to	fill	but	also	that	his	can-
didacy	would	be	greeted	by	some	with	skepticism	if	
not	outright	cynicism.	He	did	the	right	thing	and	
so	did	the	council.
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Invest to 
solve budget 
shortfall

By	CHRiS	FiTzSiMon

There	is	nothing	positive	about	
the	budget	shortfall	in	North	Car-
olina	 that	 legislative	 economists	
say	 could	 reach	 $1.6	 billion	 next	
year,	maybe	$2.6	billion	when	you	
add	in	the	problems	with	the	State	
Health	 Plan	 and	 a	 small	 cost-of-
living	increase	for	state	employees	
and	teachers.

But	 maybe	 the	 budget	 crisis	
will	 finally	 force	 state	 lawmak-
ers	 to	 take	 seriously	 pleas	 to	 in-
vest	in	programs	that	save	money	
and	are	sound	public	policies	that	
turn	lives	around.	Nowhere	is	that	
more	possible	than	in	the	criminal	
justice	world.

North	 Carolina	 currently	 has	
40,208	 people	 locked	 up	 in	 the	
state	prison	system,	many	of	them	
nonviolent	offenders	 convicted	of	
drug	 offenses.	 It	 costs	 taxpayers	
just	under	$27,000	a	year	to	keep	
an	inmate	behind	bars,	where	they	
are	 unable	 to	 pay	 restitution	 to	
victims,	take	care	of	their	families	
or	work	and	pay	taxes.

The	state	has	several	programs	
that	 divert	 nonviolent	 offend-
ers	 from	 prison	 into	 treatment	
and	 rehabilitation	programs	and	
most	 of	 them	 are	 woefully	 un-
derfunded.	Some	lawmakers	fear	
being	branded	as	soft	on	crime	if	
they	 vote	 not	 to	 lock	 everybody	
up.	They	enthusiastically	support	
building	new	prisons,	even	when	
the	state	budget	is	tight.

Others	 readily	 admit	 the	 pro-
grams	 save	 money	 and	 lives,	 but	
other	 funding	needs	always	 seem	
to	come	first.	The	Rutherford Daily 
Courier and	the	Jacksonville Daily 
News	 recently	 ran	 stories	 about	
two	 of	 the	 programs	 that	 work.	
Let’s	hope	lawmakers	were	paying	
attention.

The	Daily Courier	reported	on	
the	first	anniversary	of	the	Ruth-
erford	 County	 Drug	 Court	 that	
sends	 drug	 offenders	 to	 intensive	
treatment	 instead	 of	 prison	 and	
costs	just	a	fraction	of	the	bill	for	
keeping	 someone	 behind	 bars.	
And	the	program	works.

The	drug	 court	 has	 adminis-
tered	1,486	drug	tests	to	offend-
ers	 in	 its	 first	 year;	 1,420	 were	
clean	(97	percent).	The	offenders	
have	 strict	 reporting	 require-
ments	 in	 addition	 to	 drug	 tests	
and	also	must	complete	work	for	
a	GED	if	they	don’t	have	a	high	
school	diploma.	Then	they	must	
look	for	work.

Offenders	who	 can’t	meet	 the	
expectations	go	to	prison,	but	the	
majority	 of	 drug-court	 partici-
pants	 don’t	 end	 up	 behind	 bars;	
most	turn	their	lives	around.	The	
law-enforcement	 community	 rec-
ognizes	 the	 effectiveness	 of	 the	
program	too	and	supports	increas-
ing	its	funding.

Only	 21	 counties	 in	 the	 state	
have	a	drug	court.	All	100	coun-
ties	 have	 people	 with	 drug	 prob-
lems	 in	 their	 courtrooms	 and	 in	
their	jails.

The	 conservative	 Jacksonville 
Daily News	 recently	 featured	
another	 program	 to	 keep	 people	
out	of	prison:	Day	Reporting,	an	
intensive	 probation	 system	 that	
costs	the	state	$5,000	a	year	and	
allows	offenders	to	keep	their	jobs	
if	they	follow	the	program’s	strict	
reporting	rules.

Day	 Reporting	 also	 provides	
access	 to	 GED	 classes	 and	 sub-
stance-abuse	 services.	 Roughly	
half	of	the	people	in	Day	Report-
ing	stay	out	of	trouble	and	stay	out	
of	 prison,	 giving	 them	 a	 second	
chance	 and	 leaving	 a	 prison	 cell	
vacant	 for	a	violent	offender	who	
is	dangerous	to	the	public.

The	 Drug	 Court	 and	 Day	
Reporting	 are	 just	 two	 of	 the	
alternatives	to	incarceration	that	
need	to	be	expanded.	Maybe	the	
state	budget	crisis	will	help.

No	 one	 can	 dispute	 that	 the	
programs	will	save	money	imme-
diately,	 as	 much	 as	 $20,000	 for	
every	person	diverted	from	prison.	
No	can	dispute	that	the	programs	
save	lives	either,	by	keeping	fami-
lies	together	and	giving	people	with	
an	addiction	another	chance.

Lawmakers	 will	 face	 tough	
choices	next	year	as	they	struggle	
to	fill	a	$2	billion	hole	and	balance	
the	 budget.	 Expanding	 invest-
ments	in	prison	alternatives	seems	
like	an	obvious	place	to	start.

Chris Fitzsimon is the director of 
NC Policy Watch.

Happy	and	sad
By	lydia	lavelle

Election	day	2008	was	an	historic	day	for	all	Americans.	
Last	week,	a	Washington Post	cartoon	by	Tom	Toles	depicted	
Barak	Obama	standing	in	front	of	a	gigantic	White	House,	
his	 luggage	 strap	over	his	 shoulder.	The	 top	caption	 read,	
“We	hold	these	truths	to	be	self-evident	–	that	all	men	are	
created	equal,”	and	at	the	bottom	were	the	words,	“Ratified	
November	4,	2008.”	What	a	powerful	cartoon!

Unfortunately,	 for	 a	number	of	Americans,	 all	men	
(and	women)	are	still	not	created	equal.	While	one	dis-
criminatory	barrier	was	being	knocked	over	 last	week,	
others	were	being	built.	

On	Election	Day,	voters	in	California	passed	Proposition	
8,	titled	“Eliminates	Right	of	Same-Sex	Couples	to	Marry,”	
by	a	52.5	percent	to	47.5	percent	margin,	despite	the	fact	that	
in	May	the	California	Supreme	Court	ruled	that	 limiting	
marriage	to	a	union	between	a	man	and	a	woman	was	un-
constitutional.	Attorney	Evon	Wolfson,	an	opponent	of	Prop	
8,	summed	up	the	central	issue:	“There	is	something	wrong	
with	putting	the	rights	of	a	minority	up	to	a	majority	vote.”	
Quite	a	paradox	in	this	historic	year.

Voters	in	Florida	and	Arkansas	passed	similar	measures	
last	week	against	same-sex	marriage	(joining	more	than	40	
states	with	 such	bans,	 including	North	Carolina),	but	 the	
significance	of	what	happened	in	California	cannot	be	over-
stated.	While	equal	marriage	rights	still	exist	in	Massachu-
setts	and	Connecticut,	losing	the	California	battle	is	discour-
aging	because	California	has	long	been	the	vanguard.	It	is	
indicative	of	the	“two	steps	forward,	one	step	back”	progress	
of	this	movement.	Every	step	of	the	way,	lesbians	and	gays	
are	reminded	that	our	rights	are	not	yet	self-evident	as	we	
continue	to	fight	for	anti-bullying	protection,	the	repeal	of	
“Don’t	Ask,	Don’t	Tell”	or,	 in	the	absence	of	marriage,	to	
gain	domestic	partnership	rights.

Another	 setback	 last	week	was	 that	 voters	 in	Arkansas	
passed	a	ban	on	unmarried	adoption	–	in	essence,	a	vote	
to	 bar	 gay	 men	 and	 lesbians	 from	 adopting	 children.	
Florida	 is	 the	only	state	with	a	harsher	measure;	 theirs	

strictly	prohibits	adoption	by	gays	and	lesbians.	It	should	
be	self-evident	that	it	is	wrong	to	legislate	that	gays	and	
lesbians	cannot	be	good	parents.

Even	 in	 liberal	Carrboro,	where	I	write	 these	words	
and	acknowledge	publicly	 that	I	have	a	 female	partner	
and	family,	equal	rights	issues	get	minimized.	I	recently	
argued	 (congenially)	 with	 Mayor	 Mark	 Chilton	 about	
his	 support	 for	 gubernatorial	 candidate	 Pat	 McCrory,	
pointing	 out	 McCrory’s	 abysmal	 record	 pertaining	 to	
gays	and	 lesbians,	but	 to	no	avail.	While	I	understood	
much	of	Mark’s	reasoning,	it	was	disappointing.	If	our	
fair-minded,	LGBT-supportive	mayor	misses	the	impor-
tance	 and	urgency	of	 these	 issues,	 how	 long	will	 it	 be	
before	the	need	for	equal	rights	for	this	minority	group	
becomes	self-evident	to	the	majority?	

Human	Rights	Campaign	president	Joe	Solmonese	con-
soled	the	LBGT	population	last	week	with	these	words:	“Ev-
erything	we’ve	learned	points	to	one	simple	fact:	people	who	
know	us	are	more	likely	to	support	our	equality.	In	recent	
years,	I’ve	been	delivering	this	positive	message:	 ‘Tell	your	
story.	Share	who	you	are	…	as	our	families	become	more	
familiar,	support	for	us	increases.’	And	so,	I	too	am	encour-
aging	 all	 gay	 and	 lesbian	persons	 to	heed	 these	words,	 in	
whatever	way	their	life	circumstances	allow.

And	now	more	than	ever,	we	need	our	straight	allies	to	
help	in	our	fight	for	equal	rights.	Ours	will	be	a	long,	hard	
journey.	Please	join	us.	Sign	up	for	emails	from	Equality	NC		
(equalitync.org),	keep	abreast	of	current	issues	and	lend	your	
vocal	and	financial	support	to	this	effort.

I	am	encouraged	by	what	I	have	read,	heard	and	seen	from	
President-elect	Obama	with	regard	to	LGBT	rights.	We	have	
the	chance	to	make	great	strides	on	these	issues	in	the	next	
four	years.	But	it	will	require	all	of	us	to	pay	attention,	be	
aware	and	advocate	for	the	rights	of	another	minority.	The	
need	is	self-evident.	

Lydia Lavelle is the dean of student affairs at N.C.Central 
University School of Law and serves on the Carrboro Board of 
Aldermen.

By	MaRgoT
	CaRMiCHael	leSTeR

and	STeve	PeHa	

During	the	final	presidential	de-
bate,	we	waited	eagerly	for	the	can-
didates’	responses	to	Bob	Schieffer’s	
question	 about	 education.	 We	
weren’t	 impressed	 with	 what	 we	
heard.	Vague	 chatter	 about	vouch-
ers	and	turning	retired	military	per-
sonnel	into	teachers	didn’t	thrill	us.	

Maybe	that’s	because	we	work	
in	schools	all	the	time	and	know	
how	hard	it	is	to	create	real	change	
and	that	there	are	deeper	problems	
facing	our	pubic-education	system.	
Here	then,	are	eight	ideas	for	the	
Obama	administration	that	will	
stop	paying	lip	service	to	educa-
tion	reform	and	start	making	real	
changes	that	benefit	our	teachers,	
administrators	and	kids.	

1.	Create	and	fund	the	
$100,000	teacher.	In	his	book,	
The	$100,000	Teacher:	A	Solu-
tion	to	America’s	Declining	Public	
School	System,	Brian	Crosby	
makes	the	case	for	highly	paid	
teachers	and	how	they	could	be	
compensated	out	of	existing	public	
school	funding.

2.	Make	higher	education	more	
affordable	to	qualified	students.	
According	to	the	College	Board,	
average	tuition	and	fees	at	four-
year	public	institutions	increased	
51	percent	over	the	last	five	years.	
The	College	Opportunity	and	
Affordability	Act	of	2008,	which	
increased	the	federal	Pell	Grant	
program	and	textbook	pricing	
reform,	among	other	things,	is	a	
start.	But	continued	federal	leader-
ship	in	this	area	is	needed.	

3.	Create	a	national	policy	en-
abling	high	school	graduates	who	
are	undocumented	immigrants	to	
receive	in-state	tuition	at	public	

universities	receiving	federal	fund-
ing.	The	National	Immigration	
Law	Center	estimates	that	65,000	
undocumented	students	who	came	
to	the	United	States	before	age	
15	and	have	lived	in	the	United	
States	at	least	five	years	graduate	
from	high	school	annually.	The	
kids	are	here	to	stay,	and	it’s	in	
our	best	interest	to	offer	affordable	
higher	education	to	those	who	
want	to	pursue	it.

4.	Adopt	the	Teach	For	America	
model	as	a	domestic	Peace	Corps	
for	education.	Teach	for	America	
places	about	3,700	new	teachers	a	
year	in	low-income	communities	
across	the	country,	but	that’s	not	
nearly	enough	to	address	the	na-
tional	teacher	shortage.	We	suggest	
adopting	the	TFA	model	and	creat-
ing	a	national	teacher	corps	–	a	
domestic	Peace	Corps	for	educa-
tion.	This	would	create	a	short-term	
infusion	of	new	teachers	with	good	
training	and	support	to	work	in	the	
districts	with	the	highest	need.	It	
also	would	bring	non-traditional	
educators	into	the	system.

5.	Reform	No	Child	Left	Be-
hond	(NCLB)	to	fund	best-practice	
training	in	literacy	and	classroom	
management.	Currently,	money	
schools	receive	through	the	Federal	
Title	programs	(via	NCLB)	isn’t	
always	used	to	train	teachers	in	ef-
fective	methods.	By	requiring	that	
a	portion	of	these	funds	be	spent	
in	literacy	and	classroom	manage-
ment	(two	of	the	highest	impact	
areas)	struggling	schools	would	
likely	make	more	progress	than	
they	are	now.

6.	Reform	NCLB	to	fund	
best-practice	training	for	adminis-
trators.	Currently,	administrators	
receive	almost	no	training.	Yet	they	
are	the	leaders	of	their	schools.	
Targeting	a	small	portion	of	federal	

funding	to	be	spent	on	high-qual-
ity	instructional	and	operational	
training	for	principals	and	assis-
tant	principals	would	make	many	
schools	more	successful.

7.	Conduct	a	national	literacy	
training	program	for	all	pub-
lic-school	teachers	at	all	grades	
based	on	best-practice	methods.	
Test	scores	increasingly	show	
that	American	students	are	losing	
ground	–	particularly	in	the	fun-
damental	areas	of	reading,	writing	
and	thinking.	This	means	that	
literacy	is	no	longer	just	for	elemen-
tary	school.	Yet	most	schools	of	
education	don’t	teach	basic	literacy	
methods	to	candidates	planning	
to	teach	middle	or	high	school.	To	
meet	the	needs	of	students	who	are	
lagging	behind,	and	those	who	are	
new	to	English,	we	need	a	national	
best-practice	literacy	training	pro-
gram	to	provide	teachers	with	the	
skills	they	need	to	improve	student	
achievement.	

8.	Make	the	NAEP	the	single	
official	student	assessment	for	
all	states.	Right	now,	our	testing	
system	is	in	chaos	because	states	
differ	widely	on	the	definition	
of	grade-level	performance.	The	
NAEP	test,	which	is	taken	now	by	
small	numbers	of	students	in	all	50	
states,	has	been	recognized	as	the	
most	consistently	reliable	measure	
of	student	achievement.

Provided	that	NCLB	is	fully	
funded	in	its	2009	re-authoriza-
tion,	it’s	possible	that	each	of	these	
reforms	could	be	implemented,	at	
least	at	a	pilot	level,	with	minimal	
impact	on	the	federal	education	
budget.	Reforms	like	these	are	not	
only	doable,	they	get	to	the	heart	of	
what	is	wrong	with	our	education	
system	rather	than	merely	tinker-
ing	at	the	margins,	as	most	current	
proposals	have.

edUcAtIoN MAtterS

eight	great	education	ideas	for	
the	obama	administration



The Carrboro CiTizen Thursday, november 13, 2008  7

GOT PETS?
 

orange county animal services
 

Pets for Adoption Lost and Found Pets 
Volunteer Opportunities                Licensing Information 
Spay/Neuter Information        Rabies Clinic Information 

PUBLIC COMMENT MEETING 
ORANGE COUNTY

WASTE TRANSFER STATION
Monday, November 17, 2008               

7:00 pm              
McDougle Middle School Cafetorium
900 Old Fayetteville Rd in Carrboro  

The public meeting will be hosted by the Board           
of Orange County Commissioners in order to:

The three candidate sites designated by the          
Board of Orange County Commissioners for          

public comment are located on                     
NC Highway 54 west of Orange Grove Road. 

For more information contact Orange County Solid Waste    
919-968-2788 or visit                    

www.olver.com/orangecounty

• Familiarize residents with these three sites,
• Accept public comment on the sites, 
• Address other concerns related to the County’s

proposed waste transfer station. Read us online: 
carrborocitizen.com/main

ObituaRy

Mel Rashkis
Former Chapel Hill business 

leader and realtor Melvin “Mel” 
F. Rashkis, died Saturday, at the 
age of 90, at UNC Hospitals. 
He passed away after suffering 
from a bout of recent illnesses.

Mel, who was born in Brook-
lyn, NY, lived as a youth in Can-
ada and moved to Cleveland, 
where he met Zora, then moved 
to Chapel Hill in the early 1960s. 
For many years, his firm, Mel 
Rashkis and Associates, was the 
largest real estate firm in Chapel 
Hill. Among his business and 
civic leadership roles, he served 
as the president of the Board 
of Realtors and president of the 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro Chamber 
of Commerce.

He and his wife, Zora, now 
retired from her role as a leg-
endary middle school teacher, 
achieved such prominence 
for their support of the pub-
lic schools that the elemen-
tary school in Meadowmont is 
named the Mel and Zora Rash-
kis Elementary School.

Mel Rashkis served for 
many years as the volunteer 

Chairman of the Board of the 
Village Companies Commu-
nity Foundation, a commu-
nity oriented foundation that 
dispensed hundreds of grants, 
generally small, to a wide vari-
ety of local causes.

He is survived by his wife, 
Zora Rose Rashkis of Chapel 
Hill; his daughter and son-in-
law, Jill and Alan Goldman of 
Raleigh; his son, Peter Rashkis 
of Chapel Hill; grandchildren, 
Brian Goldman, Betsy Gold-
man, Melissa Rouse, Guinev-
ere Coronado and Ren Rashkis 
and great grandchildren, Jared 
Goldman, Ben Goldman, Jane 
Rouse and Austin Rouse.

Graveside funeral services 
were held on Monday in the 
Judea Reform Cemetery, Jones 
Ferry Road, Chapel Hill. Of-
ficiating was be Rabbi John 
Friedman.

Instead of flowers, donations 
may be made to the Mel & Zora 
Elementary School, 601 Mead-
owmont Lane, Chapel Hill, NC 
27516 or Judea Reform Con-
gregation, 1933 W. Cornwallis 
Rd., Durham, NC 27705.

Howerton & Bryan Funeral 
Home in Durham is assisting 
the Rashkis family.

MERRitt
from page 1

He remembers when Lindsay 
Street and then McDade Street 
were paved and how many of the 
other kids in town would come to 
his neighborhood to skate on the 
paved streets.

And a lot of people knew Jimmy 
Merritt and his brother Clarence 
because they were the youngsters 
on McDade who had a pony named 
Bill. Every year, during the holiday 
parade, the then-future council-
man would hitch up Bill, a beau-
tiful pinto, to a little buggy and 
ride in the parade. In fact, one of 
Merritt’s early experiences with the 
growth of Chapel Hill was when he 
had to move Bill out to the farm on 
Millhouse Road.

“We would bring him into town 
on the weekends,” Merritt said. 

Merritt eventually joined the 
Army and served in Viet Nam from 
1967 to 1969. He was wounded and 
received the Purple Heart. After the 
military, Merritt attended Hamp-
ton University where he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in sociology and 
a master’s in guidance and counsel-
ing. He served as a school admin-
istrator and guidance counselor in 
Virginia schools until his retirement 
and move back to Chapel Hill.

While Merritt was living out of 
town, he stayed in touch with his 
fiends and schoolmates through the 
Orange County Training School/
Lincoln High Alumni Association. 
Now an officer in the organization, 
he’s been busy with the group’s ef-
forts to commemorate the school 
and, this year, with their efforts to 
distribute food for the holidays. His 
fellow alumni, he said, have been 
helping keep him informed about 
issues as he plans for his work on 
the council.

Merritt said his love for the town 
he grew up in ultimately led to his 
decision to apply for the council.

“It was pretty much because 
I’m concerned about the direc-
tion in which this town is going,” 
he said. “I love this town. I plan 
to be here. It’s one of the reasons I 
came back.”

When he retuned to town, he 
was amazed at how much the town 
had grown. Looking ahead to his 
work with the council, he acknowl-
edges that the growth of the univer-
sity will be a key focus.

“I know it is the desire of the 
university to expand — and I think 
that is a good thing. And I feel the 
town needs to have a good relation-
ship with the university. It is the 
largest employer in Chapel Hill. But 
I think as citizens of Chapel Hill, we 
should have a say in how much they 
expand so as not to spoil the charac-
ter and culture of Chapel Hill.”

Merritt said the library expan-
sion is another area of concern. 
The need is there, he said, but the 
economic downturn and its conse-
quences will have to be taken into 
consideration.

“I’m ready,” he said. “I’ve dealt 
with a lot of challenges.”

As for the future, particularly 
the decision he’ll face next year 
of whether to seek a full term on 
the council, Merritt said that he is 
“leaning toward it.”

The goal he’s set for himself and 
some of the things he’d like to ac-
complish are long term and likely to 
take much longer than the remain-
der of Thorpe’s term would afford.

This week, he plans on continu-
ing discussions he’s started with 
other members of the council as 
well as meeting and issue briefing 
with Town Manager Roger Stancil. 

DECiSiONS
from page 1

David had a few brushes with the law. One 
high-speed joy ride, with the police in pur-
suit, ended when David returned home, sat 
down and waited to be arrested. He had vio-
lent altercations with his mother. His parents 
involuntarily committed him several times, 
though his hospital stays generally lasted just 
a few days at most.

David very much wanted to go to college. 
When he was accepted at Warren Wilson near 
Asheville, though, he lasted only a couple of 
months. He was smoking marijuana and, his 
parents believe, doing other drugs as well. 

One day he was found in 
his dorm room with the word 
“Help” carved into his fore-
arm. His mother picked him 
up and David flew into a rage 
on the drive home, resulting 
in a call to the police and a 
trip to UNC Hospitals.

“I think that he was just 
really upset that it was all 
crumbling before his eyes,” 
his mother says. “Because 
he really wanted [to be in 
college], but he just couldn’t 
control himself.”

David was now 19 and, 
says his mother, to meet him 
at that time, “Your impression would have been 
of a young man, kind of sad, a little depressed, 
not a lot of self-confidence. But you could talk 
to him. There would be no reason you would 
think this kid … has a problem.”

But there was a very serious problem; and 
nothing was working.

“Outpatient treatment wasn’t working,” Lar-
ry Shirley says. “Visiting the psychiatrist for 15 
minutes or 30 minutes of medicine management 
wasn’t working. He was a danger to himself and 
a danger to others, but nobody would take him. 
There was nothing. A complete void.”

No one offered any guidance, or a way out.
“Basically, nobody had a plan for what hap-

pens after you stabilize him,” says Anita Shirley. 
“What are we going to do with him? They kept 
on wanting to discharge him. But discharge him 
to what? What is he going to be doing?”

The Shirleys were advised by mental health 
professionals that they couldn’t keep rescuing 
David; they should let him “deal with it.”

His father says: “He was giving signals 
that ‘I’m in trouble. I need help.’ But at that 
point we were out of options. We didn’t know 
what to do.”

the turning point 
The point at which society says we’ve crossed 

the line and violated a person’s free will in the in-
terest of protecting them is, says Clay Whitehead, 
a Chapel Hill-based psychiatrist “a moving tar-
get.” Societal norms change. 

But certain stipulations should always be pre-
requisite.

If a person is to be forcibly medicated, will an 
inpatient bed and comprehensive care be provid-
ed to see through the effects of that drug and to 
plot the next stage of treatment?

And if medication isn’t the preferable option, 
what is, and who’s going to provide it? 

If we can’t answer these questions, says Clay 
Whitehead, “we’re all complicit.” In not demand-
ing that these options be made available, regard-
less of the cost, he says, “We’re just not doing a 
very good job as citizens.”

The Consequences can be tragic.
In late 2005, after attempting suicide by tak-

ing a month’s medication and walking off into the 
woods alongside the Warren Wilson College cam-
pus, David was transferred to Broughton Hospital 
in Morganton. There, his diagnosis was changed 
from bipolar to borderline personality disorder; 
and he was told that he no longer needed to be on 
medication, that it wouldn’t help him.

There’s no question that David’s condition was 
complex, says his father, “that it wasn’t a pure di-
agnosis in any one area. There’s no question that it 
was a really difficult case in that regard. 

“But to make that kind of statement to him 
was just devastating in terms of getting any future 
treatment for him.”

David was an adult, so the law allowed him to 
make his own decisions. Hav-
ing been shuttled in and out 
of too many facilities on too 
many occasions, he’d utterly 
lost faith in the public men-
tal health care system. And 
he felt that private care was a 
waste of his parents’ money.

“He felt bad,” his mother 
says. “It was like, ‘You guys 
shouldn’t spend this money. 
I’m not going to get better. It’s 
just wasting money.’”

David again took an over-
dose of his medication. He 
tried school again, at Western 
Carolina, but was kicked out 

for being drunk and disorderly in his dorm.
One night in February 2006, he went on a 

drinking binge. His mother says that he was ex-
tremely sad, that he had been jilted by a girl, “and 
it was just one of those horrible, horrible, horrible 
nights that you can have when you want to be with 
a girl and she’s with another guy, and it just sucks.” 

 After being up all that night, he went the next 
morning to see his closest friend from high school, 
a student at UNC who lived in Craige dormitory.

His friend wasn’t home. David walked across 
the street to Morrison dorm, which was then 
closed for renovations. He climbed over the barri-
ers and up the building to the top, the 10th floor. 
He called his brother and told him that this wasn’t 
about him, that it was just something he had to 
do. Then he jumped. 

David somehow survived the fall and was con-
scious when he was found by construction work-
ers. He was still conscious when he arrived at the 
hospital, but was then sedated due to his massive 
injuries. He died a week later, on March 1.

“What we had wished for,” says Anita Shirley, 
“was that there was a place where we could have 
taken him where he could have been safe, away 
from drugs, away from alcohol, a safe environ-
ment, for like a month or two, so that they could 
establish the right medication for him. But that 
place didn’t exist.”

Worse still is the fact that David’s parents be-
lieve the longest, and nearly the last, inpatient 
treatment he did receive was disastrous.

“Somehow I wish I could have intervened to 
keep him from going to Broughton Hospital,” his 
father now says. “That was such a negative thing 
overall and such a turning point. 

“To have gotten him anywhere else at that 
point – whether it would have saved his life, I 
don’t know. But it would have given him a better 
chance.” Having been told there that he no longer 
required medication, “he was much more resistant 
to care, treatment and hope. 

“I think it took away his hope.”

Next in the series: Finding solutions

Seven candidates have ap-
plied for a seat on the Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro City Schools 
Board of Education. 

Applicants are Mary Anne 
Gucciardi, Kyle Kaplan, Grego-
ry McElveen, Deborah Musson, 
Erin Sullivan, Gary Wallach 
and Theresa Watson. Wallach 
sought election to the board in 
2007 but was defeated. 

The board will hold a special 
meeting tonight (Thursday) to 
interview the candidates and 
will select a new member at 
their meeting on Nov. 20, to 
be sworn in on Dec. 4. 

The new candidate will fill 
the seat of Pam Hemminger 
who resigned in order to serve 
on the Orange County Board 
of Commissioners. 

School board to review candidates

“He felt bad, it 
was like, ‘You guys 

shouldn’t spend 
this money. I’m 
not going to get 
better. It’s just 

wasting money.”
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By	Mary	Lide	Parker
Staff Writer

For	 a	 private	 school	 setting	
with	 a	 public	 school	 price	 tag,	
North	 Carolina	 parents	 and	
students	in	grades	K-12	can	look	
to	 the	 Woods	 Charter	 School,	
now	 located	 in	 a	 brand-new	
facility	in	Chapel	Hill.	

“The	 charter	 school	 is	 a	 way	
to	 give	 students	 a	 private	 school	
experience	 at	 no	 cost,”	 said	
Principal	Harrell	Rentz.	

Charter	 schools	are	 subject	 to	
the	same	fundamental	regulations	
as	public	schools	but	are	allowed	
to	 differentiate	 curriculum	 in	
some	 ways	 –	 they	 can	 be	 more	
thematic	or	specific	if	so	desired.	

They	 are	 also	 typically	 much	
smaller.	 WCS	 is	 a	 one-building	
facility	with	485	students	and	65	
faculty	and	staff.	

WCS	used	to	be	located	in	the	
Cole	 Park	 Plaza	 shopping	 center	
on	 15-501.	 The	 new	 building	 is	
located	two	miles	down	the	road	
off	of	Andrews	Store	Road.

“We	went	from	a	funky,	barely	
adequate	 facility	 to	an	 incredible	
facility,”	said	Rentz.	“Everyone	is	
really	thrilled	with	it.”	

Some	 perks	 of	 the	 new	
building	 and	 facilities	 include	 a	
full	kitchen,	science	labs,	a	library,	
computer	labs,	a	large	gym	and	a	
“great	 room,”	 which	 is	 used	 for	
lunch	every	day	as	well	as	school	
dances	 and	 performances.	 WCS	
also	owns	the	18	acres	of	land	that	

surround	the	building.	
WCS	 draws	 students	 from	

nine	 surrounding	 counties,	 the	
majority	 of	 whom	 are	 from	
Chatham.	The	school	receives	an	
allotment	 of	 educational	 funds	
from	 the	 state	 and	 the	 students’	
home	counties.	

“We	 have	 kids	 coming	 from	
Siler	 City	 and	 the	 other	 side	 of	
Durham,”	 Rentz	 said.	 “We	 pull	
from	a	large	geographical	area.”

Rentz,	 who	 has	 experience	

in	 public,	 private	 and	 charter	
schools,	said	charter	schools	came	
about	to	give	parents	more	control	
over	their	child’s	schooling.	

“I	think	the	 largest	advantage	
for	parents	is	they’re	closer	to	the	
decision	making	and	the	way	the	
school	operates,”	Rentz	said.	“For	
the	parents,	it’s	about	having	more	
direct	involvement	in	the	way	the	
school	works.”

Every	WCS	parent	is	required	
to	 volunteer	 in	 some	 way,	

which	 can	 include	 organizing	
fundraisers,	 contributing	 to	
the	 parent-coordinated	 lunch	
program	 or	 helping	 out	 with	
school-wide	projects.	

WCS	puts	academics	first.	The	
“core	knowledge”	program	is	used	
for	 grades	 K-8.	 The	 high	 school	
offers	 12	 AP	 classes.	 The	 entire	
school’s	 curricula	 is	 based	 on	 a	
classical	liberal	arts	context.

With	such	a	large	emphasis	on	
academics,	WCS	offers	only	a	select	

number	of	 sports	 teams	 including	
a	basketball	team,	coed	soccer	and	
a	 cheer	 leading	 squad.	They	hope	
to	 add	 cross	 country,	 tennis	 and	
baseball	in	the	coming	years.	

“Sometimes	 the	 students	 are	
disappointed	 they	 can’t	 walk	
outside	 and	 go	 to	 the	 Dollar	
Store,”	said	Rentz,	referring	to	the	
old	location	of	the	school.	“Now	
they	 have	 18	 acres	 of	 wilderness	
around	 them	 and	 so	 many	 new	
opportunities	to	grow.”

Chapel	Hill-	
Carrboro	School	

Lunch	Menus

NOV	14	-	20

elementary
Friday	—	Cheese	and	
fruit	cocktail,	cheese	
pizza,	pepperoni	pizza,	
sloppy	joe	on	a	bun,	
garden	salad,	green	
beans,	chilled	apple-
sauce
Monday	—	Chicken	
nuggets	with	BBQ	
sauce,	beef	tacos	with	
salsa,	cheese,	lettuce	
and	tomato,	spanish	
rice,	sweet	yellow	corn,	
apple	halves
Tuesday	—	Pork	
egg	rolls,	chicken	and	
noodles	with	wheat	
roll,	“Fun	on	the	Run,”	
brown	rice	pilaf,	Asian	
mixed	vegetables,	
chilled	apricots
Wednesday	—	
Cheese	pizza,	pepperoni	
pizza,	chicken	salad	
with	lettuce,	tomato	
and	crackers,	celery	and	
carrot	sticks,	steamed	
broccoli,	fresh	banana
Thursday	—	Roast	
turkey	with	cornbread,	
dressing	and	gravy,	
mashed	potatoes,	sweet	
potato	casserole,	green	
beans,	apple	crisp,	“Fun	
on	the	Run”

Middle	&	High
Friday	—	Spaghetti	
and	meat	sauce	with	
garlic	bread,	turkey	
corn	dog,	California	
mixed	vegetables,	sweet	
yellow	corn,	vanilla	
pudding
Monday	—	Double	
cheeseburger	on	a	bun,	
fishwich,	lettuce	and	
tomato	salad,	tater	
tots,	peas	and	carrots,	
applesauce
Tuesday	—	Three	
cheese	baked	ro-
tini	with	garlic	bread,	
chicken	fajitas	with	
salsa	and	sour	cream,	
vegetable	rice,	steamed	
broccoli,	chilled	
peaches
Wednesday		
—	Chicken	patty	
sandwich,	baked	potato	
with	meat	and	cheese	
and	wheat	roll,	tradi-
tional	mixed	vegetables,	
chilled	pineapple	tid-
bits,	chocolate	pudding
Thursday	—	Roast	
turkey,	dressing	and	
gravy,	mashed	po-
tatoes,	sweet	potato	
casserole,	green	beans,	
apple	crisp

wcom 103.5fm
Listen to 
community 
radio

Laramie	Project
East	Chapel	Hill	High	School’s	

theater	 department	 will	 pres-
ent	 The Laramie Project	 tonight	
(Thursday),	Friday	and	Saturday	at	
7:30	p.m.	in	the	East	Chapel	Hill	
High	Mainstage	Auditorium.

The	 play	 chronicles	 the	 re-
action	 of	 the	 Laramie,	 Wyo.	
community	 to	 the	 beating	 and	
murder	of	gay	university	student	
Matthew	 Shepard	 in	 1988.	 Be-
cause	of	mature	content,	no	one	
under	 the	 age	of	13	will	be	 ad-
mitted	to	the	show.

Tickets	are	$5	for	general	ad-
mission.	To	reserve	a	ticket,	call	
969-2787	 or	 email	 eastreserva-
tion@gmail.com.	 A	 panel	 dis-
cussion	 will	 follow	 the	 Friday	
performance.

CHHS	Orchestra
The	 Chapel	 Hill	 High	

School	 Orchestra	 will	 hold	 a	
tea/raffle	 basket	 fundraiser	 on	
Dec.	7	from	3	to	5	p.m.	at	Ex-
traordinary	 Ventures	 on	 South	
Elliott	Road.

The	event	will	feature	music,	
refreshments	 and	 raffle	 basket	
prizes.	 Raffle	 tickets	 are	 $2	
each,	available	from	any	Chapel	
Hill	 High	 Orchestra	 member.	
Prizes	include	UNC	basketball	
tickets,	 local	 restaurant	 gift	
certificates,	 a	 three-day	 cruise	
and	more.

Tickets	 for	 the	event	are	$8	
for	 adults	 and	 $5	 for	 students.	
For	more	information	or	to	buy	
tickets,	contact	Beth	Teague	at	
bethteague@earthlink.net

art	winners
A	group	of	Chapel	Hill	High	

School	students	finished	third	in	
the	 North	 Carolina	 State	 Fair’s	
Art	Competition.

The	students	are	Grace	Joyal,	
Sofie	 Kennedy,	 Allison	 Press,	
Alex	 Smith	 and	 Violette	 Zhu.	
Their	teacher	is	Hollie	Novak.	

The	 Chapel	 Hill-Carrboro	
City	 Schools	 Pre-K/Headstart	
Program	has	vacancies	for	$900	
per	month.

The	program	serves	3-	and	4-
year-old	children.	Children	must	
have	turned	3	by	Aug.	31.	Care	is	
offered	weekdays	from	7:30	a.m.	
to	5:30	p.m.

For	an	application,	visit	www.
chccs.k12.nc.us	 and	 follow	 the	
departments	 link	 to	 the	 Pre-K/

Headstart	 page	 or	 visit	 the	 Pre-
K/Headstart	office	at	891	Willow	
Drive,	Suite	2	in	Chapel	Hill.

For	 more	 information,	 call	
918-2153.

Pink	Thunderbird
The	Chapel	Hill	High	School	

Drama	Department	will	present	
1959 Pink Thunderbird	 tonight	
(Thursday),	Friday	and	Saturday	
at	7:30	p.m.	 in	 the	Hanes	The-
atre	at	Chapel	Hill	High.

The	 dark	 comedy	 is	 about	 a	
Vietnam	veteran	 and	 the	 strug-
gles	he	and	his	wife	face	after	he	
returns	home	from	war.	The	play	
is	rated	R	for	mature	content	and	
strong	 language,	 and	 children	
under	17	must	be	 accompanied	
by	a	parent	or	guardian.

Tickets	are	$8	for	adults	and	
$5	for	students.	For	reservations,	
call	969-2461.	

Substance	free
The	 Coalition	 for	 Alcohol	

and	 Drug	 Free	 Teenagers	 of	
Chapel	Hill	 and	Carrboro	will	
hold	 a	 fall	 lunch	 meeting	 on	
Nov.	20	at	noon	at	Squid’s	Res-
taurant	on	the	Hwy.	15-501	By-
pass	in	Chapel	Hill.

Participants	 will	 discuss	 co-
alition	initiatives,	concerns,	cel-
ebrations	and	needs.

A	complimentary	 lunch	will	
be	provided.	RSVP	by	Nov.	15	
to	 Dale	 Pratt-Wilson,	 director	
of	 the	 coalition,	 at	 dalepratt-
wilson@nc.rr.com.			

School	Briefs

CURBSIDE CUSTOMERS CAN NOW RECYCLE 
CORRUGATED CARDBOARD AT THE CURB!

“2 BINS AND A STACK”

CORRUGATED IS THREE - LAYERED 
CARDBOARD WITH A WAVY INNER LAYER: 

3’ X 3’ OR SMALLER PIECES ONLY.
CUT DOWN OR FOLD TO SIZE.
BOXES THAT HAVE NOT BEEN                  

FLATTENED WILL NOT BE COLLECTED!
10 PIECE LIMIT.

STACK EMPTY, FLATTENED CARDBOARD 
PIECES BETWEEN, INSIDE OR UNDER 

RECYCLING BINS.  

Bottle
s

Cans

& Jars

All
Paper

BRING LARGER SIZED BOXES AND              
LARGER LOADS TO DROP-OFF SITES. 

CURBSIDE CUSTOMERS ONLY!
MULTI-FAMILY SITES RECYCLE CARBBOARD 

AT DEDICATED ON-SITE CARDBOARD 
DUMPSTERS OR AT DROP-OFF SITES.

DO NOT INCLUDE ANY PACKING MATERIAL.

Orange County Solid Waste Management                    
(919) 968-2788                                         

recycling@co.orange.nc.us
www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling

A MoM And PoP oPerAtion in downtown CArrboro

daily special: sub combo
sub, chips and drink $8 includes tax

SAndwiCheS & SideS in the urbAn/euro deli trAdition
919.967.2185 • Main and Greensboro: next to open eye
Mon – Fri: 11am – 7pm • Sat: 11am-4pm • nealsdeli.com

Woods Charter School offers private school feel

phOTO By kirk rOss
The new Woods Charter School building opened in August. 

Schools	fail	reading	standards
Four	Chapel	Hill-Carrboro	schools	failed	to	meet	

adequate	yearly	progress	(AYP)	standards	in	reading	
this	year.

Frank	 Porter	 Graham	 Elementary	 School,	
McDougle	 Elementary	 School,	 McDougle	 Middle	
School	 and	 East	 Chapel	 Hill	 High	 School	 did	 not	
meet	AYP,	 but	will	 not	 face	No	Child	Left	Behind	
sanctions	because	they	met	AYP	last	year.

Across	 the	 district	 and	 the	 state,	 reading	 scores	
fell,	with	78.5	percent	of	CHCCS	students	proficient	
in	reading,	compared	with	93.4	of	elementary	school	
students	and	94.2	percent	of	middle	school	students	
last	year.

District	 officials	 attribute	 the	 drop	 to	 the	
administration	 of	 new	 reading	 tests	 for	 students	 in	
grades	three	through	eight,	as	well	as	higher	standards	

for	 attaining	 proficiency	 on	 the	 tests.	 Last	 year,	 the	
state	 schools’	 range	 on	 reading	 tests	 was	 83	 to	 92	
percent,	compared	with	52	to	61	percent	this	year.

According	to	a	district	press	release,	the	CHCCS	
drop	is	approximately	half	of	the	statewide	decline.

Last	year,	CHCCS	had	 four	Schools	of	Excellence,	
with	90	percent	or	more	students	at	or	above	grade	level;	10	
Schools	of	Distinction,	with	80	percent	or	more	students	
at	or	above	grade	level;	and	one	School	of	Progress,	with	
70	 percent	 or	 more	 students	 at	 or	 above	 grade	 level.	
This	year,	the	district,	which	has	an	additional	school	to	
report	with	the	opening	of	Carrboro	High	School,	has	no	
Schools	of	Excellence,	12	Schools	of	Distinction	and	four	
Schools	of	Progress.

— Staff reports

CHHS Class of  ’78 
30 Year Reunion! 

November 21-22
U U U U U U U U 

Friday:  6 pm Until
Time Out (at the Holiday Inn, Chapel Hill)

Saturday: 3 – 6pm (Kid Friendly)
Rigmor House, Chapel Hill

Children $10 
Adults $35

Snacks and drinks provided
6 – 10pm (Adults Only)
Dinner, beer and wine provided 

Send  payment to:
CHHS ’78 Reunion 

P.O. Box 1685 
Mebane, NC 27302

Questions:
Donnie Farrow 919.260.0689

Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Number of Adults attending:

Number of Children attending:
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Sports Briefs
PrePS
Carrboro
Lost 60-21 to Northern Guilford Friday to end the 
season. They finish 0-6 in conference, 1-10 overall.

Chapel Hill
Defeated Jordan High 48-20 Friday. They play in 
the first round of the NCHSAA football tourna-
ment Friday at home at 7:30 p.m. Their season re-
cord is 6-1 in conference, 8-3 overall.

east Chapel Hill
The Wildcats lost to Northern Durham Friday, 34-
19. They finish 0-7 in conference, 0-11 overall.  

UNC
Schedule trouble

On Saturday, UNC Basketball and Football 
will play at the same time for the first time in twenty 
years. Scheduling conflicts involving the renovation 
of Carmichael Auditorium and TV coverage of the 
football game forced the situation. ACC  partners 
will cover the football game at 3:30 p.m. while Fox 
runs the basketball game at Penn at 4 p.m.

For the diehard fans (aren’t we all?) radio 
broadcasts of one game will be available at the 
other. Fans in the Smith Center can dial headsets 
to WCHL 1360 AM to hear Woody’s broadcast 
of the football game, while fans in College Park 
at Maryland can tune to 92.7 FM to hear the 
basketball play-by-play and commentary.

A basketball broadcast will be free online 
at tarheelblue.com and will also be replayed on 
WCHL on 8 p.m.

Museum
The Carolina Basketball Museum is now open. 

The museum is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tues-
day through Friday and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Satur-
day. Admission is free. The museum is located on 
Skipper Bowles Drive next to the Smith Center. 
The museum will also be open at special times in 
the coming Saturdays, from 12 to 3 p.m. this Sat-
urday before the basketball opener against Penn 
and from 8 to 11 a.m. on Nov. 22 before the N.C. 
State football game. Parking is $8 on gamedays 
in the Manning lot.

The museum houses photos, videos and sta-
tistics, along with tributes to coaches and vari-
ous relics of Carolina basketball history.

COACHES! BOOSTERS!
SEnd uS yOuR REpORTS!

Email: editor@ carrborocitizen.com

Walker BroWn Co.

roofing and
arChiteCtural

Sheet Metal

n.C general Contracting 
license #35623

walkerbrownroofing@hotmail.com
po box 187 • carrboro nc 27510
phone 942-0776 • fax 942-0729

roofS that Stand the teStS of tiMe

they should have called

Walker Brown.

MILL
next Month… hoLIday Issue!
Advertising Deadline: November 19
Contact: Marty Cassady 942.2100 
marty@carrborocitizen.com

reCeNtly
from	page	1

But that didn’t stop her imag-
ination from creating a possible 
life for the people there, and with 
research she developed Hannah, 
the daughter of a practitioner of 
native medicine, who learns her 
mother’s practices and carries 
them forward there until the 
house burns down. Allen jux-
taposes Hannah’s story, told in 
1892 through her journal, with 
that of Iris, a modern-day wom-
an who moves into a house in 
a new development following a 
divorce and discovers the burned 
remains of an old house. As she 
adjusts to her new life, she learns 
bits and pieces about the “witch-
ghost” that, according to lore, 
still inhabits the home site. Al-
len weaves the women’s stories 
together one chapter at a time 
— back and forth — pulling 
the reader into each intrigu-
ing life with rich details, like 
this description of a former 
Confederate soldier who comes 
to the home of Hannah and her 
mother asking if he might rest 
there for a while: 

“He had taken off his hat 

when he reached them, and now 
held it in his hands. His face was 
narrow above the beard, and 
his eyes were light, set deep un-
der brows that shadowed them. 
He was as clean as a man may 
be who has traveled a long way 
on foot, but the skin was dark 
around his eyes. His hair was 
silky and hung to his shoulders, 
and like his beard, was the gold-
brown of ripe hay.”

But what happened during 
the years between first and 
second novel?

“I went to short things,” Al-
len said last week as we sipped 
tea in her Carrboro living room. 
Stranger in Our Darkness had 
been well received; in fact, “sever-
al nice things almost happened.” 
She saw it almost be selected as 
a Readers Digest condensed book 
until the editor-in-chief declined, 
saying it was too depressing. 
Redbook almost serialized it, but 
didn’t for the same reason. 

“It sank without a ripple, 
but it got nice reviews,” Allen 
remembered. 

With few snatches of time for 
writing, she wrote short stories 
and creative nonfiction, some of 
which was published in journals. 
In the early 1990s, when a friend 

who taught creative writing at 
The ArtsCenter could no longer 
teach, she asked Allen to take 
over the class. Based on her previ-
ous publications, the ArtsCenter 
also extended the request, where 
she continues teaching Writers at 
Work, an eight-week workshop. 
Similarly, she took the Novel in 
Progress course through Duke 
Continuing Education, and 
when Georgann Eubanks left 
she asked Allen if she’d be inter-
ested in teaching it, which she 
did for 11 years. 

“It was pretty popular, with 
wonderful, advanced writers,” 
Allen said. 

Now, in her 70s, Allen’s work-
ing on a young adult fantasy, the 
first in a trilogy. She has shared 
it with her grandchildren (she 
has eight) of the target age, “who 
loved it and offered good com-
ments. One of my granddaugh-
ters contributed middle school 
slang,” Allen said.  

Hear Allen discuss and read 
from Hannah’s House at 3:30 
p.m. Nov. 21 at the Meet the 
Author Tea at the Chapel Hill 
Public Library.

Contact Valarie Schwartz at  
923-3746 or valariekays@mac.com

SIDeWAlKS
from	page	1

Coleman said that while he 
would like to see the sidewalks 
completed in order to increase 
the town’s walkability, the proj-
ects weren’t essential and could 
be delayed. 

“The neighborhoods have 
gone without sidewalks from 
when they were built until now,” 
he said. 

Gist agreed. 
“We don’t know what’s going 

to happen, and I do know that 
we have residents that are feel-
ing the strain.” Therefore, she 
said, she favors doing anything 
the board can to lessen the tax 
burden and not create a new one, 
“while at the same time being 
able to maintain what we have.

“I would much rather delay 
some sidewalks than to have 
necessary positions go unfilled 
or not be able to meet the needs 
of our employees.” 

Mayor Mark Chilton said 
he felt uncomfortable delaying 
some sidewalk projects. 

“I’m open to this discussion, 
but I will say that I really view 
the proposed Estes Drive Exten-
sion sidewalk … as a very press-
ing need,” he said. “I’m really 
reluctant to let go of moving 
forward with that project.” 

Town Manager Steve Stew-
art said the board would need to 
decide shortly after the begin-
ning of 2009 if they wanted to 
delay sidewalk projects, because 
the planning process for some 
of those projects is already un-
derway. He added that it could 
be beneficial to complete plans 
for some of the projects before 
delaying construction because 
of increasing costs. 

Weaver Street 
improvements

The approved 2009-10 CIP 
includes more than $1.5 million 
to reconstruct Weaver Street, 

which is necessary because of the 
poor condition of the existing sub-
grade and base of the road. 

The project includes the remov-
al and reconstruction of the exist-
ing road, removal and replacement 
of curb and gutter, the installation 
of additional storm inlets and pip-
ing to improve storm drainage in 
the West Main Street to North 
Greensboro Street block and the 
replacement of an existing 12-inch 
water main in both blocks. 

Also; the travel lanes would 
be narrowed in order to allow for 
bike lanes. 

The project has been delayed 
for several years, with the prob-
lems first identified in 1997, and 
according to town officials can’t 
be delayed much longer because 
of the increasing costs of tempo-
rary repairs. 

In other town business, the 
board set a public hearing for Nov. 
25 for a proposed 39-unit subdivi-
sion at 8400 and 8420 Reynard 
Road. 

photo	Courtesy	of	Chapel	hill-Carrboro	City	sChools
Congratulations	to	the	the	Culbreth	middle	School	Cougars,	who	went	8-0	for	a	perfect	season	and	the	top	
spot	of	the	opaC	conference.	John	miller	is	the	head	coach.

FOR IDEAS GO TO GOLF.VISITNC.COM north carolina

The best thing about working here is playing here.

Golf_15-inch-5.6875x5:5.6875x5 (Odd Size)  7/11/08  2:33 PM  Page 1

read us online: 
carrborocitizen.com/main
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illusTraTion by Phil blank
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cryptoquote	answer:
 it’s been a long time coming, but tonight, because of what we did on this day, in this elec-

tion, at this defining moment, change has come to america. - barack h. obama

in	season

what’s	at	Market?
check	out	what’s	at	the	year-round	Farmers’	Market:	

apples, peppers, pumpkins, arugula, salad mix, pac choy, beans, flour, 
shiitake mushrooms, cilantro, radishes, turnips, collards, onions, garlic, 
winter squash, potatoes, sweet potatoes, eggplant, vegetable and flower 
starters, sunflowers, sunflowers, marigolds, wild flowers, baked goods (in-
cluding vegan and gluten free options), breads, jams, wines, grass fed beef, 
pastured pork, pastured chicken, grass fed lamb, buffalo, sausage, chorizo, 
ground bison, raw milk cheeses, smoked cheeses, goat cheese, jams, jellies, 
pottery, hats, rugs and more!

recipe	of	the	week
potage	of	sweet	potato,	lentils,	and	sage
recipe	provided	by:	Dorette	snover,	chef	and	owner	of	c’est	si	
Bon	cooking	school

ingredients
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 2/3 cups coarsely chopped onion
1 large clove garlic, coarsely chopped
6 slices prosciutto
2 fresh sage leaves, chopped
1 cup red lentils
6 cups no-salt-added chicken stock
1/8 teaspoon hot pepper flakes, optional
4 cups cooked sweet potatoes
2 cups heavy cream
salt and freshly ground black pepper to taste

procedure
heat oil in a heavy soup pot large enough to hold all the ingredients. 

sauté onion until it begins to brown (about 10 minutes). add garlic and 
sauté, stirring, for 30 seconds. add prosciutto. Crisp and remove. When 
cool, chop and set aside for garnish. 

add sage, lentils, stock and bring to a boil. add hot pepper flakes, 
sweet potatoes, and heavy cream. reduce heat and simmer for about 30 
minutes until lentils are soft. Garnish with chopped prosciutto.

saturDay	Market:	8 a.m. - Noon

(!)
Whilst	 sitting	 around	 the	

newspaper	office	on	a	sleepy	Fri-
day	 afternoon,	 this	 reporter	 and	
contributing	 editor	 Taylor	 Sisk	
were	suddenly	and	without	warn-
ing	descended	upon	by	mimes.

Not	 sure	 if	 we	 would	 sur-
vive,	 we	 quickly	 handed	 out	
the	cameras	to	document	what	
was	to	come.

Though	 fearsome,	 we	 quick-
ly	 learned	 the	pair	–	dressed	 in	
brightly	 colored	 overalls	 and	
performing	acts	of	 juggling	and	
the	 balancing	 a	 long	 stem	 rose	
at	nosepoint	–	were	there	to	an-
nounce	 the	 opening	 of	 3Cups’	
new	digs	down	on	Elliott	Road.

We	 are	 happy	 to	 report	 that	
both	Citizen	employees	emerged	
unscarred	 and	 are	 looking	 for-
ward	 to	 the	 ‘Cups’	 schedule	 of	
events.	 In	 November,	 that	 in-
cludes	 a	 discussion	 on	 making	
great	burgundy	and	tasting	with	
winemaker	Philippe	Colin;	a	vis-
it	by	Phoebe	Lawless	of	Scratch	
Baking,	who	will	lead	a	talk	on	
wine	 and	 pie;	 and	 a	 meet-and-
greet	with	chutneyist	April	Mc-
Gregor,	 aka	 Farmer’s	 Daughter.	
3cups.net	for	details.

Grape	Hull	among	
the	greats

Speaking	of	the	culinary	work	
of	 April	 McGregor,	 the	 oddly	
but	 aptly	 titled	 Garden & Gun 
Magazine	(“The	Soul	of	the	New	
South”)	proclaimed	her	Musca-
dine	Meringue	Tartlette	 among	

the	100	foods	 in	the	South	one	
simply	must	sample.	McGregor’s	
was	the	only	dish	in	the	Triangle	
singled	 out	 in	 the	 article.	 The	
two	next	closest	to	us	were	but-
termilk	 biscuits	 at	 the	 Biscuit-
ville	in	Greensboro	and	the	pork	
chop	sandwich	at	Snappy	Lunch	
in	Mt.	Airy.	The	story	is	on	the	
web	now	at	gardenandgun.com

Bowl	of	boil
Word	 is	 you	 might	 want	 to	

get	there	early	for	the	Frogmore	
Stew	 Jack	 Whitebread	 is	 cook-
ing	up	at	Johnny’s	on	Thursday	
starting	at	4	p.m.	The	stew,	said	
to	have	been	originally	concoct-
ed	in	the	Frogmore	community	
on	St.	Helena’s	 island,	 is	a	 sea-
sonal,	 low-country	 boil	 made	
with	potatoes,	 shrimp,	corn	on	
the	 cob	 and	 sausage.	 Having	
sampled	 this	 particular	 version	
before,	 The	 Eater	 recommends	
this	dish	highly.	Note:	Does	not	
include	actual	frogs.

More	election	results
The	Neals	have	added	a	new	

menu	item	in	celebration	of	the	
recent	presidential	 election.	The	
Obama	 dog	 is	 basically	 a	 Chi-

cago-style	 dog	 (they	 take	 them	
seriously	dere	in	d’Region)	with	
a	 little	 Hawaii	 thrown	 into	 the	
mix.	Yes,	that	means	pineapple;	
minced	Dole,	perhaps.

thee ater

By	susan	Dickson
Staff Writer

 Carrboro 	—	As	the	air	turns	
colder	 and	 the	days	 get	 shorter,	
local	farmers’	markets	are	switch-
ing	gears	for	the	winter	months,	
focusing	on	fall	and	winter	pro-
duce,	crafts	and	meats.

The	Carrboro	Farmers’	Mar-
ket	is	entering	its	second	year	as	a	
year-round	market	 and,	 accord-
ing	to	Sarah	Blacklin,	director	of	
the	market,	 is	well	prepared	 for	
the	winter	season	this	year.

“People	 are	 excited	 and	 are	
working	 on	 having	 really	 full	
winter	gardens,”	she	said.

Carrboro	 Farmers’	 Market	
shoppers	 can	 expect	 to	 find	 a	
wide	 variety	 of	 greens,	 such	 as	
arugula,	 kale	 and	 collards,	 as	
well	as	root	vegetables.

Blacklin	 said	 warmer	 days	
could	 bring	 mushrooms	 to	 the	
market	too.

“We’re	 actually	 at	 that	 tran-
sitional	 point	 where	 if	 we	 get	 a	
little	 bit	 warmer,	 that	 heat	 and	
moisture	will	be	great	for	fungus	

and	shiitakes,”	she	said.
At	 the	 South	 Estes	 Farmers’	

Market,	 which	 was	 started	 ear-
lier	 this	 year	 by	 the	 Farmers	 of	
Orange,	vendors	are	offering	root	
vegetables,	 greens	 “of	 all	 sorts,”	
eggs,	meat	and	more,	according	
to	Jeffry	Goodrum,	president	of	
the	Farmers	of	Orange.

In	 addition	 to	 regular	 fall	
produce,	local	farmers	are	focus-
ing	on	holiday	favorites.

“A	lot	of	our	farmers	are	grow-
ing	 specifically	 for	 the	 Thanks-
giving	market	 and	 for	 the	holi-
days	coming	up,”	Blacklin	said,	
adding	 that	 vendors	 will	 offer	
holiday	items	such	as	maple	sau-

sage,	 smoked	 ham,	 ham	 hocks,	
celery	and	more.

Both	 the	 Carrboro	 Farm-
ers’	 Market	 and	 the	 South	 Es-
tes	 Farmers’	 Market	 will	 hold	
Thanksgiving	markets	this	year,	
with	 the	 Carrboro	 market	 on	
Tuesday,	 Nov.	 25	 from	 3	 to	 6	
p.m.	and	the	South	Estes	market	
the	same	day,	from	4	to	7	p.m.

The	Carrboro	Farmers’	Mar-
ket	will	also	host	a	special	mar-
ket	on	Dec.	6	that	will	focus	on	
craft	vendors.

“We	try	to	do	that	so	people	
can	 look	 before	 the	 holidays,”	
Blacklin	said.

Starting	 with	 the	 Thanks-
giving	 market,	 the	 South	 Estes	
Farmers’	 Market	 will	 move	 in-
doors,	 from	 the	 parking	 lot	 of	
the	University	Mall	to	the	mall’s	
main	 corridor	 indoors,	where	 it	
will	remain	through	March.

Though	 the	 indoor	 market	
will	 be	 slightly	 smaller,	 Goo-
drum	said	he	still	expects	about	
16	 to	 20	 vendors	 in	 December	
and	 a	 few	 less	 January	 through	
March.

Markets prepare for colder months

The HOMESCAPE ADVANTAGE
Building Company of the year

Remodeling Division
Homescape Building Company Introduces the Remodeling Division

Specializing In
Home Additions

Luxury Kitchens and Baths

Completing Unfinished Spaces
attics 
basements

Exterior Renovations

Outdoor living spaces
patios
screened porches
outdoor fireplaces and kitchens
fences

“Remodeling with 

the quality and style only a

custom builder can offer.”

Scott Frey     (919) 653-6361     sfrey@homescapenc.com    Call
www.homescapeonline.com

From DESIGN to SELECTIONS to ESTIMATING to COMPLETION.  We can help.

PhoTo by kirk ross
Erin Meehan of Turtle run Farms points out that while she’s busy 
working, her sister is relaxing in back of the truck with a chocolate bar.

PhoTo by kirk ross
3Cups got several people’s attention last Friday after unleashing a small 
army of brightly festooned mimes — oK there were only two of them 
— to let folks know they were open.
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real estate
Place YOUR ad at www.carrborocitizen.com/classifieds 24/7!!

ClassIFIeDs
Place YOUR ad anytime, 24/7 at  carrborocitizen.com/classifieds!!

RATES FOR 
CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING

$5.00/issue for 
up to 15 words. 
Words over 15: 

$0.35/word/issue

Place your classified 
ad online until 

MIDNIGHT Tuesday 
before publication!

CITIZEN CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK FOR  YOU!

MILL
next Month… hoLIday Issue!
Advertising Deadline: November 19
Contact: Marty Cassady 942.2100 
marty@carrborocitizen.com

Weaver Street Realty

WeaverStreetRealty.com
116 E. Main St

We’re on your wavelength

© GSC 11/08
Offer subject to change.   

Which to choose? Contact our FREE
APARTMENT LOCATOR

1-888-GSC-APTS 
Email: nclocator@gscapts.com

www.gscapts.com

Rake In
the

SavIngS!
*Up to

2 months free!

Kingswood *
King-sized kitchens, 1 mile to UNC

1105 Hwy. 54 Bypass  •  888-329-1784    

Royal Park *
Great living, only 1.5 miles from campus!

501 Highway 54 Bypass •  888-329-1794    

University Lake *
No roommates required! A  one-bedroom-only 

community less than 2 miles to UNC
200 Barnes Street  •  888-329-1794

Franklin Woods *
Nothing beats our great Franklin Street location!

1521 East Franklin St.  •  888-329-1782  

Carolina Apartments *
At Carolina Apartments, size does matter!
 2 bedrooms plus a den, 1.5 miles to UNC
401 Hwy. 54 Bypass  •  888-329-1760    

Ridgewood *
Your own space! A one-bedroom community. 

Bike to UNC or Weaver Street Market
404 Jones Ferry Road  •  888-338-1477  

Estes Park *
Close to downtown Carrboro and UNC,

with  a free bus at your door!
306 North Estes Drive  •  800-533-8694  

PineGate 
Our location is right on target!

100 Pinegate Circle  •  800-884-7345    

Booker Creek *
Large townhouses in a prestigious 

neighborhood at the Booker Creek Trail
2525 Booker Creek Rd.  •  888-329-1690  

1, 2, 3 Bedroom garden
or townhouse floor plans
Newly renovated interiors

Swimming pools, fitness centers
Convenient gas-saving locations

Be Proud!

Peck andArtisans
Think Green 9338485

PETS OF THE WEEK
APS OF ORANGE COUNTY 
— hey, i’m Onyx! The first 
thing you will notice about me 
is that i just want to cuddle. The 
second thing you will notice is 
that when i play with toys, my 
whole personality comes to life. 
but i am a good girl who gives up 
toys quickly and easily. i also love 
riding in the car, and i get along 
with other dogs, although i can 
get a little vocal about it! i have 
a sweet little deer hop that i use 
to bounce from place to place. i 
am short in stature and although i am a physically fit girl, i do great on 
my leash and don’t pull too hard. you will enjoy your walks with me as 
they will be full of happiness and joy! Come see me at Pets4ever, 6311 
nicks road, mebane, or call 304-2300. you can also go online at www.
animalprotectionsociety.org

ORANGE COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES — meet Shadow !—
This handsome australian shepherd/ border Collie mix is around 5 years 
old and looking for a new 
home this holiday season.  
shadow is intelligent and 
eager to please, and would do 
well in a home where he can 
be part of the entire family!  
he’s put on a bit of weight at 
the shelter, so he’d also be a 
great workout buddy!  stop 
by orange County’s animal 
shelter, 1081 mLK Jr. blvd, 
Chapel hill or call 919-967-
7383. you can also see him 
online at www.co.orange.nc.us/
animalservices/adoption.asp.

CitizenCryptoquote By Martin Brody
For example, YAPHCYAPLM is WORDSWORTH.  One letter stands for another.  In this
sample, A is used for the two O’s, Y for the two W’s, etc..  Apostrophes, punctua-
tion, the length and formation of the words are all hints.

“It Has Arrived!”

R K ’ J  P Y Y X  N  A Z X S  K R T Y 

W Z T R X S ,  P L K  K Z X R S V K , 

P Y W N L J Y  Z G  C V N K  C Y 

Q R Q  Z X  K V R J  Q N H ,  R X 

K V R J  Y A Y W K R Z X ,  N K  K V R J 

Q Y G R X R X S  T Z T Y X K ,  W V N X S Y 

V N J  W Z T Y  K Z  N T Y M R W N . 

-  P N M N W U  V .  Z P N T N
Find the answer in the puzzle answer section.

 SUPER CROSSWORD   NO WHEY

Homes for sale

2-story House for 
sale On wooded lot, 7 minutes 
from Carrboro. Hardwood floors, 
gazebo front porch, new stain-
less appliances w/ island kitchen, 
bay windows, & trees! 3 bd, 2.5 
bth, built 2006, 1800 sq ft. on 
2.52 acres, quiet neighborhood 
w/ horses. Excellent schools. 
255,000. 919.929.9849 

Cool Contemporary 
off Smith Level Rd. Custom de-
tails thru-out. Top of the line kitch-
en. Amazing screened porch. 
Spacious master suite w/steam 
shower in bath. Lower level, 1BR 
apt. $535,000. Weaver Street 
Realty. 929-5658 

modern living The origi-
nal Dwell home is perched on a 
hilltop on 9ac of wooded tranquil-
ity. Designer kitchen, wired sound 
system, spa-like baths, 1500 
sq.ft. of decks. $595,000 Weaver 
Street Realty 929-5658 

pond frontage Well 
cared for brick home w/walk-
out lower level. Vaulted ceil-
ings, hardwood floors. French 
doors lead to expansive decks. 
$380,000 Weaver Street Realty 
929-5658 

sweet bungalow 
Hardwood floors, smooth ceil-
ings, 3BR’s, updated bathroom. 1 
acre yard with fenced vegetable 
garden, huge oaks, perennials & 
green grass. $145,000 Weaver 
Street Realty 929-5658 

autos for sale

is your old Car not 
running like it used to? Sell 
it to a new owner who’ll have it 
purring like a kitten in no time - 
with a Carrboro Citizen classified 
ad! Just go to carrborocitizen.
com, type in your text, upload a 
photo and pay our low rate with a 
credit card, all in a few short min-
utes of your time. 

yard sales

your yard sale 
won’t be a game of 
chance if you advertise it with a 
Carrboro Citizen classified ad! 
Put your message in front of over 
10,000 readers every Thursday - 
just in time for the weekend. It’s 
quick, affordable and easy! Go to 
carrborocitizen.com and click on 
“classifieds.” 942-2100 

walk to area 
sCHools Spacious, updated 
4 BR home has vaulted ceilings, 
skylights, hardwood floors. Sepa-
rate studio/workshop. Brick drive-
way. $429,000 Weaver Street 
Realty 929-5658 

offiCe spaCe for 
lease/sale

offiCe Condo for 
sale/lease in downtown 
Carrboro. Great investment. 
Plenty of parking. Elevator. Per-
fect for small business. 651 use-
able square feet. Separate HVAC, 
ready to move into. $155,000 for 
sale or $1150/ month. Contact 
Terra Nova @ 919.929.2005. 
www.605WestMain.com. 

neat leaf removal My 
equipment will mulch your leaves 
to 1/8 size. Will haul away or can 
use for garden & flower beds. Fair 
rates. Long time local. 942-6183 

Classes/ 
instruCtion

professional 
in-Home tutoring

Plus Plus Tutoring is offering 
professional in-home tutoring in 
the Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill 
area. Visit http:// www.plusplus-
tutoring.com or call (240) 418-
6750

Help wanted

web intern needed The Car-
rboro Citizen is looking for 
someone to assist us in creating 
multimedia projects, web design 
and blogging. Experience with 
HTML, CSS and Word Press 
preferred. Send email to edi-
tor@carrborocitizen.com. 

serviCes

too busy to deCo-
rate for the holidays? Call 
Helping Hands and we will put 
up holiday decorations for you 
- both inside AND outside. 919-
357-7713 
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Our eyes were 
sharpened by someone 
pointing to clusters of 
pale brownish-yellow 
and purplish pencil-thin 
stems, six to 12 inches 
tall, rising from the leaf 
litter beneath some 
of the beech trees. 
Beech-drops, Epifagus 
virginiana, are blooming 
now. The barely open 
purplish f lowers at the 
top are sterile, but the 
closed (cleistogamous) 
f lowers lower down are 
fertile and will produce 
seed. This little leaf less 
plant is parasitic on the 
roots of beech trees 
and it doesn’t seem to 
harm the giant trees 
above. some of the 
beech drops were far 
away from the beech 
trunks, emphasizing to 
us how far reaching are 
the surface roots of 
trees.

Though stopping fre-
quently to admire the 
fall colors and big trees, 
our attention kept 
returning to the forest 
floor. The mossy patch-
es were interrupted 
with evergreen leaves 
and lush green rosettes 
scattered about as if 
carefully planted in min-
iature gardens. a special 

discovery was a mossy 
ledge covered with 
the trailing evergreen 
partridge berry, Mitch-
ella repens, with a single 
brilliant-red berry still 
hanging on. We thought 
back to the spring when 
the beginning of that 
little berry was the base 
of two small, fused-at-
the-base, white trum-
pet-shaped flowers. 

The rainy morning 
passed quickly and we 
thanked one another for 
showing up to share the 
woods ramble. person-

ally, i’m looking forward 
to the winter months. 
The forest is very 
special then; without all 
those leaves, one can 
really see and study the 
forest landscape.

Note: in some future 
flora columns, i will 
announce occasional 
woods walks. you will 
be welcome to join me; 
and if you don’t have a 
kid of your own to bring 
along, borrow one from 
a friend. We’ll discover 
a lot more with the 
young ones leading us.

i
’m taking the liberty of proclaim-
ing roland giduz as “Mr. Chapel 
hill.” and crown him King of Car-
rboro too, because from 1954-59 
he helped start and then edited 

our town’s first newspaper. Though 
it was named the Chapel Hill News 
Leader, giduz’ paper was housed 
where sid’s surplus is now.

“i was just a kid, and i thought i 
was so dang smart,” the 83-year-old 

roland says rue-
fully. “We were very 
cocky — and all we 
had was a hatful of 
nickels! ”

in this self-timer 
image from 1954, 
roland jumps in the 
frame to join wife 
helen and son Bill. 
he shot it with a 
4x5 speed graphic 
and printed it on an 
Omega d-2 en-
larger, purchased 
from foister’s Cam-
era store for $400. 
That’s important 
because in 1966 
roland sold me that 
same old enlarger 
for the eye-popping 
sum of $125. from 
Wooten-Moulton’s 
studios upstairs over 

the Carolina Coffee shop, i lugged it 
home over my shoulder. forty-two 
years later, roland’s enlarger is still 
a classic — like its former owner, 
who describes himself these days 
as “kinda creaky,” and dismisses his 
career as “a notorious hometown 
ne’er do well.”

That we should all be so blessed. 
all hail, King roland! 

a ThOusaNd WOrds		
by	JOck	LAuteReR

do you have an important old photo that you 
value? send your 300 dpi scan to jock@email.
unc.edu and include the story behind the picture. 
Because every picture tells a story. and its worth? 
a thousand words.

SHOP MONDAY – SATURDAY: 10 AM – 9 PM | SUNDAY 1 – 6PM

201 SOUTH ESTES DRIVE | CHAPEL HILL | 919.967.6934

WWW.UNIVERSITYMALLNC.COM

THE PRE-HOLIDAY EVENT
THAT GIVES TO OTHERS
INMOREWAYSTHAN ONE!

SATURDAY,NOVEMBER 15 • 10 A.M.TO 7 P.m.

UniversityMall invites you to give to local non-profits
as you experience the pre-holiday shopping event of the season.

Give to local charities by purchasing a ticket to the event. Your $5 ticket not only
benefits the local charity from whom you purchase the ticket, but also entitles you
to special offers in mall stores, a chance to win great door prizes and much more!

It’s all about prizes, all about special offers and all about fun!

Call or visit Customer Service Center near Roses for a list of participating
non-profits, and look for even more details at www.universitymallnc.com.

Tickets are available the day of the sale.

Look for this symbol while you shop.
It shows you are shopping a Chapel Hill Original!C.H.O.

phOTO By KEN MOOrE
A single red partridge berry hangs over a moss covered rocky ledge 
above Bolin Creek.

205 Lloyd Street
Suite 101

Opening Party

November 21, 2008

7pm

Roland, Helen and Bill Giduz, 1954
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