
carrborocitizen.com december 1, 2011   u   locally owned and operated   u   Volume V no. xxxVIII Free

This Weekend
Friday 
0% Chance of  Precip 
61/29 °F

SaTurday 
0% Chance of  Precip 
54/31 °F 

Sunday 
0% Chance of  Precip 
61/40 °F MILL inside
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Occoneechee, 
our biggest little 
mountain

Among several little moun-
tains scattered about the county, 
the tallest, at 867 feet, occupies 
Occoneechee Mountain State 
Natural Area near Hillsborough.

For folks out for a vigorous 
walk, there are several miles of 
up-and-down terrain to satisfy 
the most active. For those who 
enjoy poking along to see what 
one can see, several hours can 
pass by quickly. 

It’s the most biologically di-
verse natural area in our region 
with several rare plant and 
animal species identified by the 
N.C. Natural Heritage Program.

From the high dry (xeric) 
Chestnut Oak Forest to the 
Piedmont Bottomland Forest, 
there are at least seven distinct 
plant communities, including 
extensive mountain laurel thick-
ets so evident in the winter, and 
a lush fern glade evident spring 
through fall.

Whenever one explores the 
mountain, there are multiple 
discoveries to be made along the 
way. During the warm months, 
butterfly enthusiasts will be ea-
ger to spot brown elfin butter-
flies that feed on huckleberries 
and lowbush blueberries, as well 
as the sleepy duskywings that 
feed on leaves of the chestnut 
oak. Both of these little brown 
butterfly species are unusual for 
this area.

You can count on the moun-
tain laurel being in flower every 
Mother’s Day weekend.

My favorite time of year on 
the mountain is winter because 
it’s fully visible. Rock boulders 
scattered atop the summit and 
ridges invite exploration. Resting

FLORA By Ken Moore

Large chestnut oak acorns are essential for 
wildlife and a nice snack for some humans.

PHOtO BY KEN MOORE
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Johnny’s to reopen soon; neighbors concerned
By SuSan diCkSon
Staff Writer

Nearly six months after Johnny’s 
closed, one of the property owners 
and two partners are hoping to reopen 
it, but neighbors are concerned about 
what form the local store and gather-
ing place might take. 

Johnny’s closed on June 23 after 
owners Brian Plaster and Jan Halle 
parted ways. Plaster said at the time 
that he closed the business because he 
ran into issues with noise and parking 
as Johnny’s became a popular gather-
ing spot, but Halle said she hoped to 

reopen it without Plaster. 
She has since partnered with locals 

Erica Eisdorfer and Kevin Morgan, 
and the three hope to reopen John-
ny’s by Christmas, Eisdorfer said. In 
a conversation earlier this fall, Halle 
said she hoped to be able to continue 
to sell beer and wine for on-site con-
sumption, but that town staff had told 
her she would need to seek a rezoning 
in order to do so. 

Tonight (Thursday), Halle, Eisdor-
fer and Morgan will go before Carr-
boro’s advisory boards for a preliminary

Pablo Valencia (left) and Drew Pilant (on drums), the Pablo and Drew Latin Duo, perform 
for crowds at a fundraiser at Johnny’s earlier this year.    PHOtO BY tOD ANDREWS

David Binanay is a client of the UNC Center for Excellence in Community Mental Health’s 
Outreach and Support Intervention Services program.  PHOtO BY ALICIA StEMPER
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iFC, 
TaBle 
split from 
PorCH

Hearing set on phoning-while-driving ban

lovette goes to trial in Carson murder case

By roSe laudiCina
Staff Writer

In order to make people aware of 
their ongoing need for donations, the 
Inter-Faith Council for Social Service 
(IFC) and TABLE have decided to dis-
associate themselves from local nonprofit 
PORCH (People Offering Relief for 
Chapel Hill and Carrboro Homes), no 
longer accepting its donations. 

Citing a change to PORCH’s original 
mission statement and fear of what they 
perceive as mounting confusion from the 
public about the level of donations IFC 
and TABLE require, the two nonprofits 
decided in early November to remove 
themselves from the list of groups that 
PORCH serves. 

“We need people to know that TA-
BLE is a separate organization with a 
separate mission,” said Joy MacVane, ex-
ecutive director of TABLE. 

“We are very glad to have received 
food from PORCH, but for our organi-
zation and programs to stay sustainable it 
is essential that we receive direct support 
from the public,” she added. 

IFC Executive Director Chris Moran 
said that he too didn’t want supporters 

By SuSan diCkSon
Staff Writer

CHaPel Hill – A ban on cell phone 
use while driving is still a possibility in 
Chapel Hill. 

The Chapel Hill Town Council 
voted 6-2 on Monday to set a public 
hearing on a draft ordinance for such 
a regulation. Council members Lau-
rin Easthom and Gene Pease voted 
against the measure, citing concerns 
regarding enforceability and preemp-
tion. Council member Matt Cza-
jkowski was not present at the meet-
ing. 

Town Attorney Ralph Karpinos 

presented a draft of a possible ordi-
nance, which would prohibit the use 
of cell phones or any additional tech-
nology, like cameras or music players, 
while operating a car. The ordinance 
proposes a $25 fine for violation. 

The ordinance would not apply to 
drivers using a phone to communicate 
with emergency officials in an emer-
gency situation or to drivers commu-
nicating with their parents, children, 
legal guardians or spouses.

In addition, a driver could not be 
cited for violating the ordinance unless 
an officer had cause to stop the driver 
for a violation of another law. For ex-
ample, a driver could not be stopped 

simply for using a cell phone while 
driving, but a driver who ran a stop 
sign while using a cell phone could be 
cited for both the traffic violation and 
using a phone while driving. 

Karpinos said he included the ex-
ceptions in the proposed ordinance 
because he felt that would give it a 
better chance of being upheld if chal-
lenged. At issue is whether the ordi-
nance could be preempted by state 
law, Karpinos said, adding that he felt 
he could make a reasonable argument 
against preemption. 

By roSe laudiCina 
Staff Writer

Proceedings began Monday at the 
Orange County Courthouse in Hills-
borough in the State of North Carolina 
v. Laurence Alvin Lovette Jr., who is ac-
cused of murdering UNC Student Body 
President Eve Carson on March 5, 2008. 

Lovette is also charged with felony 
larceny, armed robbery and first-degree 
kidnapping. However, because Lovette 
has pled not guilty to all four charges 
brought against him, Judge Allen Bad-
dour made sure to remind the first pool 
of jurors to be interviewed that he is pre-
sumed to be innocent on all charges. 

“Just because he has been charged 
with a crime does not mean he is guilty,” 

Baddour told the potential jurors. 
Karen Bethea-Shields, one of Lovette’s 

attorneys, also stressed that her client was 
innocent until 
proven guilty, and 
said that what was 
truly on trial was 
the evidence pre-
sented by the state. 

Bethea-Shields 
and fellow defense 
attorney Kevin 
Bradley said they 
wanted to make 

certain that the second murder Lovette 
has been charged with, in Durham, is 
not a factor in this trial.

Abhijit Mahato, a Duke University 
graduate student, was found with a fatal 

gunshot wound to the head a two months 
before Carson was killed. Lovette wasn’t 
charged with the murder of Mahato un-
til after being arrested in the Carson case. 

On Monday, defense attorneys told 
Baddour they believe some of the wit-
nesses Orange County District Attorney 
Jim Woodall may intend to use in the 
case will give testimony including infor-
mation regarding the Mahato case.

While Woodall doesn’t deny that 
five of his potential witnesses will give 
testimony related to the Mahato case, he 
argued that their testimony would help 
show similarities between the two mur-
der cases, such as the nature of the crime 
and the motive. 

Laurence Lovette

SEE  Cell PHone Ban  
PAGE 8

SEE  PorCH  PAGE 5 SEE  loveTTe  PAGE 5

awakening 
to what  
life’s about
By Taylor SiSk
Staff Writer

This is the first in a three-part series on the onset of psychosis in 
young adults, its treatment and UNC’s Outreach and Support 
Intervention Services program.

“My heart and brain are in concert,” David Binanay says. 
But there was a time, not so long ago, when Binanay felt 

as if cleaved to his core. Such is the nature of his illness. 
The road on which Binanay, 28, has traveled has been 

switchbacks and straight ahead, then around again and on. 
It started out rough: a congenitally troubled heart. He en-
dured four open-heart surgeries, the first while in preschool, 
before graduating from Cardinal Gibbons High School in 
Raleigh in 2001. 

But that was just a thing, the heart trouble, something he 
was born to live with. 

“I never was afraid,” Binanay says. “My mission was to 
survive.” 

He survived and thrived – became class president, school 
president, top of his class, a talented violinist. He attended 
Villanova University, where he made dean’s list and was 
elected vice president of his fraternity while earning a de-
gree in the humanities.

His senior thesis was titled “I found a continual aesthetic 
experience through music, and through music I’ve discov-
ered the meaning of life, which is to love.”

Binanay returned to the Triangle in 2006, joined a band 
and took a job at Chapel Hill Violins.

But then it all went haywire, and in a great big hurry. 
In writing his thesis, he’d studied a number of philoso-

phers, and remembers an analogy equating life with be-
ing at sea, amid a fog, “and there are two ways you can 
take it,” he says. “You can be really scared, or you can hear 
the soundtrack playing, and be, like, this is an amazing 

SEE  oaSiS  PAGE 7
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Bringing you fresh turkeys, delicious sides and homemade desserts for the holidays.  

   Store Hours                        

Carrboro          
    open 7 am - 10 pm        

Southern Village                       
open 7 am - 10 pm               

Hillsborough                        
open 7 am - 9 pm

weaverstreetmarket.coop     

Dealer Info

At home with a 
Jøtul connoisseur

Jøtul F 3 is the ultimate classic wood stove. Small enough for any home, but still 
powerful enough to heat most houses. Visit our shop to see the whole Jøtul range 
of beautiful stoves and fireplaces. See www.jotul.com for more information.

■ 919.968.8101 ■ www.fireplaceeditions.com ■ 311 East Main St, Carrboro
■ Open: Tues-Fri 11-5:30, Sat 9-2, and by appointment

Renaissance Rumford Fireplace
www.renaissancefireplaces.com

Orange COunty animal ServiCeS

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Adoption fees for select 

DOGS only $60  
 and for select 

CATS only $50

Now thru January 6, 2012
Visit the Orange County 

Animal Shelter at 
1601 Eubanks Rd. 

Chapel Hill 
or call 942-PETS

FILM SCHEDULE DEC 2-8
RETROFANTASMA CLASSICS Fri Dec 2 only!
CAPE FEAR and THE LIST OF ADRIAN MESSENGER
Starting at 7:00
 
THE SKIN I LIVE IN      
Nightly 7:00 & 9:20
Sat/Sun Mats 2:10 & 4:30
 
MARTHA MARCY MAY MARLENE         
Sat-Thu 9:25 | Sat/Sun Mat 4:25
 
THE WAY    
Sat-Thu 7:10 | Sat/Sun Mat 2:00 

TM

ChapelHillNative.com
Grab the Holidays by the Heel!

Unique gifts for everyone who loves 
Chapel Hill & Carrboro, North Carolina.

Original, hand-drawn designs, by local artist Nancy Largent, are 
available on clothing, drinkwear, ornaments, bags & hats, tech 
accessories, stickers & magnets, and items for the home & o�ce.  

Carolina THeaTre 
oF durHam
309 W. Morgan St., 560-3030

Cape Fear (Friday only); the List 
of Adrian Messenger (Friday only); 
the Skin I Live In; Martha Marcy 
May Marlene; the Way

CHelSea THeaTer
timberlyne, 1129 Weaver Dairy 
Road, 968-3005

Into the Abyss; Like Crazy; Margin 
Call; the Skin I Live In

THe lumina
Southern Village, 932-9000

Arthur Christmas; Happy Feet 

two; Puss In Boots; the Muppets; 
the twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn 
– Part 1 

regal TimBerlyne 6
120 Banks Drive, 933-8600

Arthur Christmas 3D; Happy Feet 
two 3D; Immortals 3D; Puss in 
Boots 3D; the Muppets; the twi-
light Saga: Breaking Dawn – Part 1; 
tower Heist

THe varSiTy
123 E. Franklin St., 967-8665

Dolphin tale; Contagion; the 
Help; It’s a Wonderful Life

movie liSTingS 
We suggest you call for exact show times. all listings start Friday.

send it to us at: 
news@carrborocitizen.com

Your community newspaper

got 
news?
do you know 
something 
we don’t?

Follow  
your 

Carrboro 
Citizen 

on Twitter

your community newspaper 
locally owned and operated

carrborocitizen.com/main

monthly arts, music, 
literature and dining

carrborocitizen.com/mill

(or is it the  
bluebird of 

happiness?)

THurSday deC 1
Friends of downtown — Dale 
and John Shelton Reed, authors of 
Holy Smoke: The Big Book of North 
Carolina BBQ, to speak at the monthly 
meeting. the Franklin Hotel, 9:30am 
Free

ask the organizer — Lori Bruhns 
will lead an open forum on preparing, 
planning, and learning to manage time 
more effectively. OC Main Library, 
Hillsborough 6-7pm Free 245-2536

audubon meeting — With speak-
ers David and Judy Smith, discussing 
their trip to Northern India. N.C. 
Botanical Garden, 7pm Free

“Carolina Collects” — Sheldon 
Peck to discuss the “Art and Science 
of Hunting the Old Masters” and 
how it relates to building an art col-
lection. Ackland Art Museum, 6pm 
Free

Friday deC 2
Holiday Tea — For ages 50 and 
up. Seasonal music and light hors 
d’oeuvres. Carrboro town Hall Park-
ing Lot, 2pm Free 918-7364

Film Showing — Budrus, the story 
of a village’s struggle to prevent the 
Israeli military from routing Israel’s 
25-foot-high “separation barrier” 
through the village. Unity Center of 
Peace, 8800 Seawell School Road, 
7pm Free theadvocatechurch.org

dr Steven auerbach — A 
pediatrician who helped organize the 
activist group “Healthcare for the 
99%,” will talk about how extreme 
economic and social inequalities. 
Peace and Justice Plaza, 179 Franklin 
St., 5pm Free

SaTurday deC 3
FeST — the Festival of the Society 
tree offers crafts and food in a fun-
draiser for Orange County outreach 
programs. Continues through Dec. 4. 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Hills-
borough, stmatthewshillsborough.org

Christmas event — Breakfast 
and photo with Santa, best-dressed 
elf contest and cookie decorating. 
Legacy Academy, 515 Winmore Ave., 
8:30-11am Free

Holiday dance — For ages 15 and 
older. Carrboro Century Center, 
7:30-9pm $3

Crafts Fair — Winterwoods Arts 
and Crafts Fair with a portion of the 
proceeds supporting the Woods Art 
Department. Woods Charter School, 
10am-4pm 260-0661

Cake Walk — First Annual Cake-
Walk benefitting tABLE, a Carrboro-
based hunger relief organization. the 
Carolina Inn, 1pm

Holiday Parade — Hillsborough 
Holiday Parade, Churton Street, 
10am hillsboroughchamber.com

Steamwatch — John Kent to lead 
the New Hope Creek Steamwatch 
monitoring. jnkent25@gmail.com

aauW meeting — Professor Xi 
Chen speaking on “Social media and 
Political Activism in the 21st Century: 
China and Elsewhere.” Assembly 
Room at Carol Woods, 10am

open House — the Carolina Inn 
presents its interpretation of “the 
twelve Days of Christmas.” Noon-
4pm Free

Sunday deC 4
Christmas Choir — Multiple 
choirs will perform Christmas Music. 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints, 7pm Free 

Posada celebration — CHICLE 
will host a Mexican posada celebra-
tion with the telling of the Posada 
tradition, the teaching and singing of 
the posada song, refreshments and 
the breaking of the traditional piñata. 
Chicle Language Institute, 4pm Free 
933-0398

Patrick Conway — Professor 
of Economics at UNC, to discuss 
“Poverty in North Carolina: Changing 
Faces, Swelling Ranks.” Extraordinary 
Ventures, 200 S. Elliot Road, 1:30pm 
ncethicalsociety.org

monday deC 5
Time out — With host Bill 
Hendrickson and guest David Ross, 
discussing a recent mission trip to 
Haiti. WCOM 103.5fm, 5pm

TueSday deC 6
mineral Club — Central N.C. 
Mineral Club to have a rock show 
and sale. Seymour Center, 6-8:30pm 
Free 929-5673

Philip kan goanda — to speak 
about his new play, I Dream of Chang 
and Eng. Wilson Special Collections 
Library, 5:30pm Free 548-1203

WedneSday deC 7
oC rSvP +55 — Seeking volun-
teers for the VItA free income tax 
assistance program. Seymour Center, 
10am 968-2056

Trans group — Bi-monthly 
meeting. Internationalist Books, 8pm 
internationalistbooks.org

THurSday deC 8
Film Showing — American Meat, 
a documentary that chronicles 
America’s grassroots revolution in 
sustainable meat production. Haw 
River Ballroom, Saxapahaw, 7:30pm 
$10 hawriverballroom.com

Winter Stories — 19th Annual 
Winter Stores Program for all ages, 
with this year’s theme, “A Gathering 
of Stars.” Wilson Special Collections 
Library, 5:30 Free 548-1203

Circle acres Forum — A discus-
sion of land space for earth-skill 
education. Internationalist Books, 
6:30pm

Friday deC 9
Tree lighting — Carrboro 
Elementary Schools Musicians to 
provide holiday music at the Annual 
Holiday tree Lighting. Carrboro 
town Hall, 6pm

SaTurday deC 10
Holiday Parade — Chapel Hill/
Carrboro holiday parade. 10am-noon 
chapelhilljaycees.org/Parade2011

Community Calendar

Send your Community Calendar submissions to calendar@carrborocitizen.com

illustration By phil BlanK

this week we respond to 
questions about toe injuries 
and flu shots.

Dear HOUSE Calls, Last week 
I smashed my big toe. I don’t 
think I broke it, but it looks like 
there is blood trapped under 
the nail. Will this resolve on its 
own? 

Ouch! the fancy name for 
this problem is a sub-ungual 
hematoma. If the hematoma 
is big and painful, we can 
relieve it by piercing the nail 
with a cautery instrument or 
a hot needle. If it does not 
hurt much, you can just let 
it run its course. It may take 
a month or more to resolve, 
and you may lose the nail, 
but it is not dangerous. Of 
course, we can’t comment on 
the injury to the toe. Most 
toe fractures heal without in-
cident, but sometimes big toe 
fractures need more care, 
so see your doctor if there is 
any doubt.

Dear HOUSE Calls, I had a flu 
shot last month and now I’ve 

had chest and sinus congestion 
for a week. Do you think I got a 
bad shot?

that is a really common 
question about flu shots. 
First of all, the flu shot only 
protects us from influenza. 
though what you have might 
be the flu, it is more likely 
a garden-variety viral infec-
tion (like an adenovirus or 
rhinovirus). that does not 
mean it’s not miserable, just 
that it’s not the flu. Flu is typi-
cally characterized by fever, 
dry cough and muscle aches. 
Flu is more likely to result in 
complications like pneumonia 
or even death than these 
other viral infections. that 
is really the main reason we 
encourage flu shots. Second, 
you should know that not all 
flu shots cover or match with 
all strains of the flu. Infec-
tion experts study trends 
in circulating flu strains and 
make predictions six to 12 
months before flu season as 
to what are likely to be the 
most common circulating 

strains of flu in the upcoming 
season. these experts are 
right most of the time, but 
not always, and there are al-
ways less-common circulating 
strains. Lastly, not all people 
will develop a robust immune 
response to all flu vaccines. 
the immune response tends 
to be better if you have 
received the vaccine in the 
past. So the short answer to 
your question is no, we doubt 
you got a bad shot. However, 
you probably don’t have the 
flu. Good for you for getting 
your flu shot and protecting 
yourself and those around 
you from the flu.

HOUSE Calls is a weekly 
column by Dr. Adam Goldstein, 
Dr. Cristy Page and Dr. Adam 
Zolotor on behalf of Your Health 
and the UNC Department of 
Family Medicine.

Practicing family physicians from the UNC 
Department of Family Medicine have teamed up 
with The Carrboro Citizen to bring you a weekly 
feature responding to your questions about 
health and medicine. Send your questions or 
comments to yourhealth@unc.edu
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Briefs
Suspect arrested for 
indecent exposure

The Carrboro Police Department have 
arrested and charged Charles Alexander 
Galloway with six counts of felony indecent 
exposure to a victim less than 16 years old. 

Galloway, from Chapel Hill, was arrested 
on Nov. 23 after two teenage girls filed a re-
port with the police on Nov. 3 that a man 
had exposed himself multiple times to them 

while they waited for the school bus. One of the victims gave 
police the suspect’s license plate number, which is what led police 
to Galloway. 

He was released after posting a $3,500 bond. 

Shooting/break-in in Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill Police are looking for three suspects in connection 

with a break-in and shooting that happened on Tuesday.
Officers responded to a call around 6 p.m. about a shooting 

and break-in at 104 Jackie Robinson St. and upon arriving at the 
scene found the victim in his home with a single gunshot wound 
to his leg. The victim said he came home and found three men in-
side his apartment. The suspects fled the scene and fired one shot 
in the direction of the victim, which struck him in the leg. He 
was taken to UNC Hospitals with non-life-threatening injuries.

The three suspects have been identified as tall, black males 
wearing dark clothing. One suspect has been described as having 
dreadlocks and was wearing a burgundy coat.

Anyone with information should call the Chapel Hill Police 
Department at 968-2760 or Crime Stoppers at 942-7515.

Safe ride ceases during unC break
Chapel Hill Transit will end its Safe Ride service on Saturday 

in conjunction with UNC’s winter break schedule. Safe Ride will 
resume operation on Thursday, Jan. 12. 

For more information, email chtransit@townofchapelhill.org 
or call 969-4900 and press 1. 

Chatham delays revaluation 
On Nov. 21 the Chatham County Board of Commissioners 

decided to delay a property revaluation from 2013 until 2015. 
This delay will prevent a major tax-rate increase that will affect 

all property owners in Chatham County. Although revaluation 
has been delayed, property owners may still file an appeal of their 
tax valuation with the Chatham County Tax Office; however, in 
accordance with state law, documentation provided with an ap-
peal must be dated before Jan. 1, 2009. 

orange County Funding orientation 
Orange County will host an orientation session today (Thurs-

day) for executive directors of outside agencies or nonprofits that 
wish to submit applications for county funding. 

Every year, the county accepts applications from outside agen-
cies that need funds to deliver vital community services that help 
county residents. 

The orientation session will include an overview of the 2012-
13 application process and budget cycle and will be held at the 
Carrboro Century Center starting at 3:30 p.m. 

Applications for funding and instructions can be found at 
www.co.orange.nc.us/hsa and are due no later than Jan. 30. 

For more information, contact Assistant County Manager 
Gwen Harvey at 245-2307.

CH postpones food truck vote
By SuSan diCkSon
Staff Writer

Chapel hill – Citing concerns 
about enforcement and funding, 
the Chapel Hill Town Council 
on Monday again postponed a 
decision on a proposed food truck 
ordinance that would allow the 
trucks within town limits. 

Last month, the council 
opened a public hearing on the 
proposed regulations, which the 
council directed staff to develop in 
May. The discussion stems from a 
petition last year by Lex Alexan-
der, owner of 3Cups café on El-
liott Road, that the town change 
regulations to allow food trucks. 

Town planner Kendal Brown 
told council members that allow-
ing food trucks would not guar-
antee a tax-revenue stream and 
that staff have not yet determined 
the costs of enforcing regulations, 
though the town could recoup a 
modest amount of funding from 
permitting fees. 

Under the regulations, mobile 
food vendors would be required 
to pay sales tax on sales made in 
Orange County, though staff have 
said that could be difficult to en-
force, given the transient nature of 
the trucks. 

“Food trucks are not an 8-to-5, 
Monday-through-Friday opera-
tion,” Town Manager Roger Stan-
cil said. “If we are going to enforce 
anything that you adopt, then we 
need to have 24-hour coverage 
seven days a week.” 

That enforcement, Stancil 
added, would need to be funded 
by the town’s already stretched 
budget.

Council members asked staff 
to look into raising the suggested 
fees for mobile food vendors, 
which as proposed total $118. 

Council members said they felt 
that food trucks could add to the 
vibrancy of downtown. 

“We have some amazing res-
taurants on Franklin Street, but 
we don’t have duck fat-fried pota-

toes on Franklin Street,” council 
member Donna Bell said. “I think 
that there are spaces for us to have 
new food experiences.” 

Bell added that food trucks 
could help fill in the spaces unoc-
cupied by businesses to encour-
age pedestrians to explore farther 
along downtown streets. 

Jody Argote, owner of Parlez-
Vous Crepe, encouraged the 
council to allow mobile food ven-
dors in Chapel Hill. 

“I faithfully pay my annual 
sales tax, as do all of the other 
food truck vendors that I know,” 
she said, adding that because her 
business is unique, she draws in 
customers from other areas, who 
might then spend money with 
other businesses in Chapel Hill. 

Katrina Ryan, owner of Sug-
arland Bakery on Franklin Street, 
said she felt that food trucks 
wouldn’t add anything valuable to 
the already rich local-food scene.

“There are no local jobs cre-
ated, there isn’t any financial ben-

efit to the town, so I don’t see any 
upside,” she said. 

The draft ordinance proposes 
allowing food trucks on private, 
commercially zoned lots, subject 
to approval by the property owner. 
Food trucks would have to be at 
least 100 feet from the customer 
entrance of a restaurant during its 
hours of operation and could not 
provide seating.

In the downtown area, trucks 
would only be allowed to operate 
in lots with at least five parking 
spaces and an existing business 
in a permanent building, while 
the business is closed. One truck 
would be allowed per 1,500 square 
feet of parking lot. 

Outside the downtown area, 
trucks could operate while the ex-
isting business is open and trucks 
would be limited to one vendor 
per acre or per 30 parking spaces.

The council will revisit the or-
dinance at a public hearing on Jan. 
23.  

Cliff’s Meat Market
sizzlin’ savings

Now Taking Holiday Orders!

100 West Main st., Carrboro
919-942-2196 H Mon-sat 9am-6pm

Debit
& EBT

Prices good thru 12/8/11

Cut to Order
Whole Fresh 

Chickens
$1.29/lb

Hand Cut

Ribeyes 
$8.99/lb

FResH daily
Boneless, skinless 

Chicken Breasts 
$2.69/lb

HaNd CUT 

N.y. strip 
$7.99/lb

FResH made daily 
Country 
sausage 
$1.99/lb

renting party Chairs & tables!

Cut to Order 
Pork Chops 

CeNTeR CUT 
$2.99/lb

Fresh all-Natural 
Ground Chuck, 

GROUNd daily  
$2.99/lb

EST. 1992

Kelsea Parker
919-357-7236

Quality, detailed cleaning with 
your preferences in mind.

Trustworthy, reliable, own 
equipment, great rates.

Long-term original clients 
since 1992

Service above and 
beyond “the basics”

Clean house + happiness 
guaranteed!

•	UPS	&	Freight	Shipping
•	Custom	Packaging
•	Mailbox	&	Postal	Services
•	Color	&	BW	Printing
•	Moving	Supplies
•	Passport	Photos
•	Notary	Services
•	Business	Cards
•	Document	Design	Services

Carrboro Plaza Shopping Center
MoN-FRI	8-6:30	•	SAT	10-5
919-918-7161

store3651@theupsstore.com
©2003 United Parcel Service, Inc.

Document 
Shredding
Up to 10 lbs. $1.50/lb

Over 10 lbs. $1.00/lb

buy 
local

Charles Galloway

Boa approves  
e. main sewer
CarrBoro – At its Nov. 22 meet-
ing, the Carrboro Board of Alder-
men unanimously agreed to pur-
sue the construction of a public 
sewer line on East Main Street. 

The town has sent a letter to the 
Orange County Board of Com-
missioners seeking assistance with 
funding for the new line, which is 
estimated to cost $250,000. 

On Aug. 26, a private sewer 
line began to discharge sewage in 
a parking lot behind businesses 
on the 100 block of East Main 
Street. A temporary fix was made 
to the line, and owners of prop-
erty on the south side of the block 
of Main Street from Armadillo 
Grill to Friendly Barber have been 
working to fix the problem, but 
without a long-term solution the 
issue could force the closure of the 

restaurants and bar on the block. 
Because the line in question is a 

private line, OWASA policies state 
that the utility is not responsible 
for maintaining it, leaving prop-
erty owners responsible for the fix.  

The board has already ap-
proved the use of $60,000 from 
the town’s revolving loan fund to 
repair the line, but property own-
ers ran into issues with the repair, 
which would require crossing over 
the property of Jean Ward, who 
owns the building that houses 
Friendly Barber and the Orange 
County Social Club. Town staff 
have not been successful in nego-
tiating an easement over the prop-
erty. 

– Staff Reports

Carrboro apologizes  
to yates detainees
CarrBoro – The Carrboro Board 
of Aldermen last week voted to is-
sue apologies to the reporters and 
bystanders who were detained in 
the Nov. 13 police raid on occupi-
ers of the Yates Motor Co build-
ing. 

Concerns have been raised 
about the police’s response to 
the occupation, which began the 
night of Nov. 12, led, reportedly, 
by attendees of the Carrboro An-
archist Bookfair, and resulting in 
a dramatic encounter with police 
the next afternoon, with seven ar-
rests.

Residents have questioned 
the police’s failure to attempt to 
communicate with those inside 
the building prior to the raid, in 
which police brandished long-
range rifles and detained those on 
the sidewalk outside the entrance 

of the building – including two 
journalists – before rushing inside.

In accordance with Carrboro’s 
mutual aid agreement with Cha-
pel Hill, Carrboro police assisted 
Chapel Hill police in the opera-
tion. The board voted unanimous-
ly to apologize to the detained re-
porters, and voted 4-3 to apologize 
to detained uninvolved persons 
outside the building. Board mem-
bers Joal Hall Broun, Jacquie Gist 
and Lydia Lavelle voted against 
issuing the second apology, saying 
they preferred to wait until more 
information became available. 

The Chapel Hill Town Coun-
cil last week voted against a peti-
tion by member Laurin Easthom 
to issue an apology to the report-
ers, later voting to refer the mea-
sure to staff for consideration. 

– Staff Reports
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 SuPer CroSSWord   WaiST oF money CitizenCryptoquote By Martin Brody
For example, YAPHCYAPLM is WORDSWORTH.  One letter stands for another.  In this sample, A is used for the 
two O’s, Y for the two W’s, etc..  Apostrophes, punctuation, the length and formation of the words are all hints.

Who Am I to Argue?

Y L J  I J E D J J  B X  B O J ’ A 

J W B Y P B O  F H D P J A 

P O F J D A J U M  K P Y L 

B O J ’ A  R O B K U J I E J 

B X  Y L J  X H Q Y A  . . . 

Y L J  U J A A  M B C  R O B K , 

Y L J  L B Y Y J D  M B C 

E J Y .  -  S J D Y D H O I 

D C A A J U U
Find the answer in the puzzle answer section.

CONCERTS:
EXTREME GUITAR DUO  

feat. KeItH KNIGHt & DON aLDeR  •  SUN feB 2
JOHN MCCUtCHeON  •  fRI feB 24

LUNaSa  •  fRI MaR 23
LeO KOttKe  •  tUe MaR 27

DaRReLL SCOtt  •  Sat MaR 31
taNNaHILL WeaVeRS (at CaSBaH IN DURHaM)  •  fRI aPR 27

teaDa WItH SeaMUS BeGLeY  •  tHU MaY 10

ARTSCENTER STAGE:
tRaNSaCtORS IMPROV “HOLIDaY eXtRaVaGaNZa”  •  Sat DeC 3

aMaHL & tHe NIGHt VISItORS  • DeC 9-11 aND 16-18

SupERFuN FAmily ShOw:
GUStafeR YeLLOWGOLD’S SHOW  • Sat JaN 21 at 11aM

ARTSChOOl:
eLf faIR: CRaftS aND MORe! • DeC 3 - fRee!

WINteR/SPRING CataLOG NOW  
aVaILaBLe fOR CLaSS ReGIStRatIONS!

GIVe tHe GIft Of aRt! GIft CeRtIfICateS fOR CLaSSeS aVaILaBLe.

For more information or to order tickets call 
929-2787 x201 or go to artscenterlive.org
ArtSchool registration now open!

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

NAVIGATING THESE  
CHALLENGING TIMES 

with Josiane d’Hoop
Friday, December 2, 7:30 - 9:00 pm

Stedman Auditorium, Duke Center for Living Campus
3475 Erwin Rd. Durham, NC 27705

Rhine members $15 • non-members $20 • students $10
919-309-4600 or www.rhine.org/events

Josiane’s new book Navigating these Challenging Times-  
What To Expect and How to Travel the Road will be available

THE RHINE RESEARCH CENTER IS A 503(C) NoN-pRofIT oRGANIzATIoN. 
DoNATIoNS ARE TAx DEDuCTIbLE.

Dan Ryon
Financial Advisor
205 West Main Street, Suite 101
Carrboro, NC  27510
Bus. 919-933-3191

Investments
Retirement Planning Services
Education Savings
Financial Assessments
Free Portfolio Reviews

v
v
v
v
v

Member SIPC

‘geothermal’  
finish for Tar Heels
By eddy landreTH
Staff Writer

North Carolina finished off 
its second consecutive season of 
unholy stress in style with a 37-
21 victory over Duke at Kenan 
Stadium in the regular-season 
finale for both teams.

Freshman runner Giovani 
“Gio” Bernard burned the Blue 
Devils for 165 yards and a touch-
down

The victory assures the Tar 
Heels of their fourth straight 
winning season, and they now 
have a chance to win an eighth 

game in 
whichever 
bowl they 
attend.

C a r o -
lina ends 
the regular 
season 7-5. 
The last 
two years, 
these play-

ers and their coaching staff have 
weathered the loss of eligibility 
from eventual first- and second-
round NFL draft picks because 
of NCAA violations. The pro-
gram has been hammered by an 
NCAA investigation and a string 
of internal and external allega-
tions, some true and some false.

They even lost their head 
coach just one week before the 
start of training camp. The jour-
ney might have crippled a lesser 
group, and when one stands back 
and looks at the team’s body of 
work, it’s difficult not to admire 
what these players have accom-
plished.

“These kids are tough, men-
tally and physically,” interim 
coach Everett Withers said after 
probably his final game as head 
coach at Kenan Stadium. “They 

Community Briefs
Cornucopia receives donations

Genentech, PPD and The Doing Good in the 
Neighborhood Community Care Fund made 
contributions to help Cornucopia Cancer Sup-
port Center provide its non-clinical cancer sup-
port services to anyone affected by cancer. 

The Doing Good in the Neighborhood Com-
munity Care Fund donated $3,000 to support 
Cornucopia’s compassionate touch program 
services to assist individuals coping with cancer-
treatment side effects. 

Genentech contributed $2,500 for the pro-
duction and distribution of Cornucopia’s quar-
terly newsletter, and PPD contributed $1,000 to 
support Cornucopia’s vast array of services. 

Cornucopia has led the Triangle in non-clini-
cal cancer care for more than 15 years. 

elf Fair at The artsCenter
The ArtCenter will host the fifth annual Elf 

Fair, an imaginative holiday arts and crafts festi-
val, on Saturday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The halls of The ArtsCenter will be a market-
place for shoppers to buy locally made products 
such as jewelry, pottery, candles, clothing, acces-
sories and other unique items. 

The ArtsCenter will open its bar to serve sea-
sonal drinks, and food trucks will be parked 
outside. In addition, Santa Claus will make a 
guest appearance to take requests from children 
throughout the event. 

Holiday block party today
The Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Bu-

reau and neighbors Guardian ad Litem, Terra 
Dotta and the Skills Development Link Center 
will host a holiday block party today (Thursday) 
from 3 to 6 p.m. 

The public is invited to attend the block party 
at business locations in the Bentley Building, 501 
W. Franklin St., and Skills Development, 503 W. 
Franklin St., to speak with leaders in technology, 
court services, social services and visitor services. 

Music and a sampling of local food, desserts 
and beverages will be provided. 

Parking is available at the corner of West 
Franklin and Roberson streets. 

For more information, call the Visitors Bureau 
at 968-2060 or email info@visitchapelhill.org

Community leaders deliver 
produce to needy families

Leadership Chapel Hill-Carrboro is hosting a 
raffle through Dec. 7 to raise money for People 

Offering Relief for Chapel Hill and Carrboro 
Homes (PORCH), a local hunger-relief organi-
zation. 

Proceeds from the raffle will help deliver pro-
duce to local needy families. 

Raffle tickets are $10 each or three for $25 and 
can be purchased online at porchnc.org/donate. 
For more information about the raffle, including 
the full list of prizes, visit the website. 

For more information about Leadership Cha-
pel Hill-Carrboro, contact Meg Branson at 357-
9977 or mbranson@carolinachamber.org

orange County seeks toy donations 
The Orange County Department of Social 

Services is seeking organizations to collect toys, 
donate money or volunteer at this year’s annual 
Toy Chest event, which will run from Dec. 17-
20 at the Orange County Department of Social 
Services Center in Hillsborough. 

The event, which is coordinated in partner-
ship with the Marine Corps Reserves’ Toys for 
Tots program and local community donors, gives 
county parents an opportunity to choose Christ-
mas gifts for their children. Last year, it collected 
more than 6,700 toys for almost 3,200 children. 
This year, given the current economic climate, 
the department anticipates an even greater need. 

Monetary donations using credit or debit cards 
can be made on the Toys for Tots website, hills-
borough-nc.toysfortots.org, and individuals who 
want to drop off a gift can find Toys for Tots box 
locations on the site as well. You can also submit 
a check or cash donation to the DSS Center, P.O. 
Box 8181, Hillsborough, NC 27378. For more 
information or to volunteer, please call Rebekah 
Clairmont or Sharron Hinton at 245-2800.

Toys for library fines
Orange County Public Libraries will have a 

Food and Toys for Fines drive through Dec. 16. 
Donated toys will be given to Toys for Tots and 
food donations will be given to Orange County 
Congregations in Mission. 

The libraries are asking community members 
to donate new, unopened toys or non-perishable 
food items in exchange for a break on overdue 
fees. They will accept one can or box of non-per-
ishable food in exchange for $1 in fines, or an 
unopened toy in exchange for all overdue fees. 

For more information, contact Theresa Quin-
er, Orange County Public Library, at 245-2527. 

mean an awful lot to me. They 
are resilient. They work their 
butt off every day. They try to do 
everything we ask them to do.

“They didn’t bat an eye [when 
coach Butch Davis was fired],” 
Withers said. “They came to 
work. I didn’t know how they 
would react initially. When we 
started camp it was, ‘OK, here 
we go.’

“Once we got about three 
or four days into it, it was like, 
‘OK, they’re going to respond.’ 
As coaches,” Withers continued, 
“we had to respond because they 
did. I’m as proud of this football 
team as any I’ve ever been on.”

The players awarded Withers 
with the game ball to honor his 
stepping in to be the head coach 
under trying circumstances.

The Tar Heels had their 
tough moments, but overall they 
refused to let the adversity tear 
them apart.

“This team and last year’s 
team, there is a great family 
bond,” Bernard said.

Bernard has been impressive 
all season, never more so than in 
this game.

“[Bernard is a shifty runner],” 
Duke coach David Cutcliffe 
said. “And one of the things with 
Carolina’s big offensive line, if 
we leave a gap uncontested, it’s 
very difficult for a safety to get 
in there quick enough to stop a 
youngster like him. And when 
they get moving down on people, 
it minimizes your backer’s ability 
to get to a gap; it minimizes your 
safety’s ability to field.

“I thought they got more 
movement than most people 
have against us.”

Bernard gained 1,222 rush-
ing yards in 12 regular-season 
games. His production on Sat-
urday gave him seven 100-yard 
rushing games this season, 
breaking the freshman record of 
six held by Amos Lawrence.

He missed last season with a 
knee injury.

“Even when I was not on the 
field last year, I felt that fam-
ily bond,” Bernard said. “That is 
one of the reasons I came to this 
school, that family tie. We’ve 
done a great job of finishing 
strong, even through the hard 
games and the hard losses.”

The success on the ground 
helped quarterback Bryn Renner 
and wide receiver Dwight Jones 
enjoy one of their finest days to-
gether, too.

Renner completed 21 of 
34 passes for 274 yards, three 
touchdowns and one intercep-
tion. Jones, a senior, caught 10 
passes for 101 yards and three 
touchdowns to finish his career 
at Kenan Stadium.

“Dwight, for maybe the 
last month of so, you could see 
he cherished every day that he 
has been out there on the field, 
whether it’s been the practice 
field or game field,” Withers 
said. “Every day he has come to 
work, it has been, ‘I know I want 
to make sure I give everything 
because this game isn’t promised 
to you.’

“You could tell that in his 
eyes,” Withers said. “Dwight has 
become the guy in that locker 
room. He doesn’t say a whole lot, 
but when Dwight talks, there 
are a lot of people in that locker 
room who listen.”

The coaching staff moved 
defensive end Quinton Coples 
back to defensive tackle, the spot 
he played last season, and he 
led a Carolina defense that held 
Duke to 46 yards rushing.

“We don’t have an answer 
for Coples, obviously,” Cutcliffe 
said. “We saw that.”

Coples finished tied for sec-
ond on the team with six tackles, 
while leading in sacks with two 
and posting three total tackles 
for losses. He also forced a fum-
ble and recovered one.

“It was my last game at Kenan 
Stadium,” Coples said. “I’m a se-
nior, and it’s a rivalry, so it’s more 
personal. I think I was more into 
it mentally.”

There was also the matter of 
finishing with a winning record 
instead of breaking even.

“It’s huge,” Withers said. “All 
we want is the opportunity to 
win eight. When we stepped 
into this week, we said, ‘Let’s win 
seven,’ first things first.

“Now let’s see if we get to a 
bowl and win eight.”

Eddy Landreth
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ORANGE COUNTY 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION

Post Office Box 8181
300 West Tryon Street

Hillsborough, North Carolina  27278
919 245-2487

Orange County Human 
Relations Commission

What we do . . . 
The Orange County Human Relations Commission (HRC) 

provides assistance to people who file a complaint when they think 
or feel that their race, color, religion, sex, national origin, familial 
status, veteran status, age, or disability (or their association with 

members of any of these groups) caused them to receive differential 
treatment in their search for housing. The HRC also provides 

assistance with public accommodations issues.

Call 919 245-2487 with questions or to file a complaint.

Tree & shrub work

Leaf & gutter 
cLeaning
Driveway repair
CALL 
942-0390

2012-13 calendar approved
The Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools Board of Education 

approved a school calendar for 2012-13 at a meeting last week. 
The calendar is different from those of years past because of 
legislation passed by the N.C. General Assembly. Five teacher 
workdays were eliminated. The board also voted to pursue any 
waiver of this legislation that may be made available. CHCCS 
will keep families and staff members informed if any changes 
are made to the calendar. Visit tinyurl.com/771purb to see the 
calendar.

east Chapel Hill trash audit
East Chapel Hill High School hosted the third and final 

trash audit being conducted by Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 
Schools to find recycling opportunities in cafeterias. The audit 
was more complicated than previous audits conducted on el-
ementary and middle schools, and teachers, students and par-
ents volunteered to man recycling stations.

district students named to honors chorus
Five Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools students were 

named to the 2011 N.C. Honors Chorus. More than 1,000 
students auditioned in Winston-Salem last month for 175 
spots in the chorus.

Students selected from Chapel Hill High are: Chloe Lu-
cente, junior soprano; Elizabeth Waller, sophomore alto; and 
Maria Yao, junior alto. Students selected from East Chapel 
Hill High are: Sarah Jones, junior soprano I; and Ray Caraher, 
junior tenor II.

east students named to honors orchestra
Five East Chapel Hill High students were named to the 

2011 N.C. Honors Orchestra. The students auditioned last 
month in Winston-Salem.

Students selected are: Luke Sears, second bassoon; Forrest 
Li, principal viola; Stevie Yan, third chair second violin; Ethan 
Chu, principal chair, second violin; and Eric Chiou, second 
chair viola.

young authors at FPg
Students at Frank Porter Graham Elementary School re-

cently entered the 2011-12 Young Authors’ Project, “The Trea-
sures of North Carolina,” presented by the North Carolina 
Reading Association. Winners move on to the district com-
petition and then to the state competition in Raleigh next 
March.

Second-graders representing FPG are: Noam Saad, Sophia 
Kschwendt and Martin Dokholyan. Fourth-graders represent-
ing FPG are: Ashley Hong, Angel Koshy and Jasmine God-
frey.

district annual report released
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools released its 2010-11 an-

nual report last week, with a theme of “Thinking Forward.” 
The report contains the usual data related to enrollment, de-
mographics and testing from the past year. It also includes fea-
tures on staff awards, the district’s priorities, budget informa-
tion, partnerships and volunteers, and a new pictorial review 
section. Visit tinyurl.com/7nx4kyp to see the report.

School Briefs

relief organization that specializes 
in fighting childhood hunger,” she 
said. 

Romaine said PORCH has 
decided to have a “cooling-off pe-
riod” of about two months before 
trying to again talk with the IFC 
and TABLE, and in the meantime 
to continue to serve the commu-
nity. 

“This whole food fight among 
PORCH and IFC and TABLE is 
taking our eye off the prize,” she 
said. “My hope is that after two 
months, we will be able to come 
together and work collaboratively 
to address local hunger.”

The defense attorneys also ques-
tioned the credibility of some of 
those witnesses. 

“One of the witnesses swore 
in front of the federal grand jury 
something that is totally different 
than what is given in this sealed ad-
mission,” Bethea-Shields said. “You 
have hearsay upon hearsay.”  

Additionally, Lovette’s attorneys 
said that, given that there may be 
similarities between the two cases, 
in hearing information about the 
Durham case, jurors could get con-
fused. 

“We are talking about trying 
two cases,” Bethea-Shields told 
the judge. “That is what the court 
is going to do by letting these … 
statements come in, and it will be 
totally confusing to the jury.  At 
some point, they are going to ask, 
‘What are we trying?’”

Baddour ruled that those wit-
nesses would be allowed to testify 
and give information regarding the 
Mahato case, but that the defense 
would be allowed to argue against 
the evidence they present and 
claim it to be inadmissible. 

Jury selection 
In his introduction to potential 

jury members on Tuesday, Bad-
dour said he anticipates the trial 

lasting three weeks. 
However, if the pace at which 

individual jurors were interviewed 
during the first day of jury selection 
is maintained, that process alone 
could take nearly that long. It took 
almost the entire morning session 
to question one juror, who, after 
extensive questioning by Woodall, 
was determined to be unfit to serve 
and was dismissed. 

Questioning of a second juror 
began before the court went into 
recess for lunch, and by the end of 
the day, only four of the more than 
40 potential jurors had been ques-
tioned. 

Jurors were asked a wide variety 
of questions, including what TV 

shows they liked to watch and how 
closely they had followed media 
coverage of the murder. 

Jurors were also read the entire 
eight-page list of potential prosecu-
tion witnesses to determine if they 
knew any of them and were asked 
if they had ever formed an opinion 
regarding the guilt of the witnesses. 

“Do you feel like even though 
you may have formed some opin-
ions in the past, could you be fair 
and impartial to this defendant in 
this case?” Woodall asked a poten-
tial juror.  

All potential jury members will 
be questioned and selected individ-
ually so that any potential bias held 
by one person will not affect others.  

to think that PORCH was tak-
ing care of all of the IFC’s food 
donations, adding that he felt that 
PORCH was changing its mission 
without consulting the IFC. 

“More than 3,500 households 
are benefiting from the food pan-
try,” Moran said. “We are not 
saying we don’t need food, we 
are simply saying that PORCH is 
moving in a different direction.” 

PORCH co-founder Susan 
Romaine said that since the en-
tirely volunteer-run nonprofit’s 
founding in May 2010, it has been 
delivering food to the IFC and 
TABLE, and that it wasn’t until 
very recently that the two groups 
started voicing their concerns to 
PORCH. 

“On Nov. 8, we received an 

email from IFC expressing con-
cerns with how food collections 
were allocated,” Romaine said. 
“We thought that after the con-
cerns were expressed, all of this 
would be worked out through an 
independent third party.” 

However, according to Ro-
maine, after the first round of 
discussions, PORCH abruptly 
learned that the boards of both 
groups had met and decided to 
terminate their collaboration with 
the organization. 

The main source of controversy 
between the three groups seems to 
be centered on the Food for Fami-
lies program recently created by 
PORCH to provide direct service 
to families with children that have 
limited access to the local pantries.

“According to PORCH in 
an October email, they collected 
1,112 grocery bags,” Moran said. 

“Seven hundred and four were 

given to Food for Families,” he 
added, saying that as more dona-
tions were going to PORCH’s 
own direct-service program, wor-
ries grew about the amount it 
would be giving to local pantries. 

Through Food for Families, 
PORCH volunteers deliver bags 
of food directly to hungry fami-
lies, which are identified through 
social workers at local schools. Ro-
maine said that in order to avoid 
duplication of services, the pro-
gram targets children who aren’t 
already receiving weekend back-
packs from TABLE. 

But MacVane said the forma-
tion of the program left TABLE’s 
board unsure of what the future 
held for the organization’s associa-
tion with PORCH. 

“To maintain the level of sup-
port we need from the general 
public, we need to protect our 
identity as the only local hunger-

PorCH 
FROM PAGE 1

loveTTe 
FROM PAGE 1

JoHnny’S 
FROM PAGE 1

review of their application, which 
has not yet been officially submit-
ted to the town. 

According to town planning 
director Trish McGuire, the prop-
erty is actually zoned residential, 
but Johnny’s had been permitted 
to continuing operating there. The 
Johnny’s that occupied the space 
for many years – a bait and tackle 
shop – was at one time in line with 
the zoning for the property, but 
the zoning changed to residential 
a number of years ago.

Because the business predated 
the zoning change, it was allowed 
to continue operating with previ-
ously approved uses – which don’t 
include on-site alcohol consump-
tion – under provisions of the 

zoning ordinance. However, the 
ABC license that Plaster received 
in order to serve beer and wine 
on site was not reviewed by the 
town’s zoning staff before it was 
approved, McGuire said. 

“It was an inadvertent approval 
of on-site sales,” she said. 

According to McGuire, the 
town had received multiple com-
ments from concerned residents 
regarding Johnny’s. Last week, 
Tina Saldana, a resident of West-
view Drive, which runs along-
side Johnny’s, presented a letter 
from 75 residents to the Carrboro 
Board of Aldermen opposing on-
site alcohol sales at the store, citing 
public-safety concerns. 

“The large crowds that came to 
the location to consume alcohol 
were a serious public safety hazard 
in an area of town that was not 
designed for such a site,” the let-

ter states. The letter also cites the 
town’s negligence in signing off on 
the ABC license that did not con-
form to the zoning. 

“We feel the town has neglect-
ed our rights to be protected and 
served by its public officials and 
urge current parties to act in ac-
cordance with their public respon-
sibilities by directing the owners 
to seek a different property if they 
wish to continue in a business 
that involves the consumption of 
alcohol on its premises,” the letter 
continues. 

Saldana said Johnny’s patrons 
sometimes brought 50 to 60 cars 
parked along Westview Drive. 

She added that she and her 
family were supportive of the store 
initially, buying small grocery 
items and Christmas trees there, 
but that over time the store carried 
fewer grocery items and more beer 

and wine. Crowds grew, and park-
ing and noise became a problem, 
Saldana continued. 

Eisdorfer said she and her part-
ners hope to offer more grocery 
items when Johnny’s reopens, like 
local produce, meats and cheeses, 
as well as beer and wine. 

“We don’t feel like the place 
can survive without on-site con-
sumption of alcohol,” she said. “It’s 
a delicate balance.” 

Eisdorfer said they’ve gotten a 
lot of support from members of 
the community who would like to 
see Johnny’s reopened. 

“For us, it’s a labor of love,” she 
added. “What we want to do is 
what the community wants, and 
it’s hard to know who wants what 
more.”
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Time to 
take direct 
action

Tim ToBen

Derrick Jensen, author of Deep 
Green Resistance, asks two ques-
tions: What do we want more of 
in our lives, and how do we get 
there? We’re numb to it, but I’ll 
say it anyway: Our culture is de-
stroying our planet. We watch and 
participate in the slow poisoning 
of our children, fed a diet of pro-
cessed food, processed news and 
processed education. Few children 
experience the natural world with 
the kind of intimacy that we and 
our parents did. 

Richard Louv has dubbed the 
effects of that schism as “nature 
deficit disorder.” Like Jensen, I 
want each year to bring more mi-
grating songbirds and fewer inci-
dents of dioxin in mothers’ breast 
milk. So how do we get there? 
Here also, I agree with Jensen that 
all options must be on the table. 
The mainstream environmental 
movement has failed to slow the 
industrial juggernaut that puts our 
planet and the children of all spe-
cies in peril. 

As GDP grows, ecosystem 
health declines. Because most of 
us are just trying to pay our bills 
and support our families, we rarely 
stop to examine the systemic flaws 
that govern our actions. The Oc-
cupy movement has shined a light 
on those systemic failures, and I 
strongly support it.

Until last year, I operated within 
that system. Mine was one of five 
local families who came together 
to create a model green building 
in Chapel Hill. We met with com-
munity organizers, ministers and 
neighbors, all of whom endorsed 
the project. We received unani-
mous approval by the Chapel Hill 
Town Council and were encour-
aged to proceed. We hired argu-
ably the leading green architect in 
the world to design it. It would be a 
prototype that consumed half the 
energy of conventional buildings, 
but like every prototype, it would 
cost a whole lot more than the 
second, 50th or 500th one built. 
Some would not be able to afford 
to live there. 

To finance the project, we 
signed a deal (aka a “construction 
loan”) with the devil (Bank of 
America) on July 17, 2008. Three 
months later, the banks, gambling 
our mortgages in the great Wall 
Street casino, tanked the U.S. 
economy. The federal govern-
ment intervened with TARP (the 
Troubled Asset Relief Program), 
but instead of paying forward that 
largess, the banks tightened credit 
policy and crushed commercial 
projects like ours and foreclosed 
on families across America. 

The partners of Greenbridge 
lost everything we invested. Last 
fiscal quarter, Bank of America re-
ported a $6 billion profit – $2 bil-
lion a month.

And while the corporations 
usurp the wealth of communities, 
even the “green” movement has 
been co-opted by industry. The 
omnipresent green labels on ev-
erything from light bulbs to lawn-
mowers suggest that we are doing a 
lot to change direction, but the op-
posite is true. We are an industrial 
growth economy, driving straight 
toward the ecological cliff. We›ve 
even accelerated, over the past 10 
years, from 60 to 65 mph. We have 
to stop buying stuff. It’s going to 
take a few brave souls standing in 
the middle of the road risking their 
lives to slow us down. 

Two months ago, I went to 
Washington, D.C., and partici-
pated in the 350.org protest of the 
Keystone XL Pipeline outside the 
White House. Like others who 
think that pumping dirty tar sands 
oil over aquifers and farmland is 
nuts, I was arrested and taken to 
the Anacostia jail. It was a small 
act of civil disobedience, but a long 
way from my service on President 
Obama’s National Finance Com-
mittee in 2008. 

It is time for direct action of 
every type, and it’s encouraging to 
see more and creative uses of civil 
disobedience. We are in financial, 
social and ecological crisis, and I’m 
grateful to all who are willing to 
take risks of every sort to funda-
mentally alter America’s direction.

Tim Toben is one of the developers of 
the Greenbridge project and a former 
member of the N.C. Energy Council.

it doesn’t matter 
to the goP that 
race matters

CHriS FiTzSimon

The most remarkable thing in the Senate de-
bate and vote to repeal the Racial Justice Act (RJA) 
Monday was that no one seriously responded to 
the studies cited by RJA supporters that prove race 
plays a role in who is sentenced to death in North 
Carolina.

The only conclusion you can draw from that is 
the one that Sen. Martin Nesbitt drew, that Re-
publican lawmakers know that racial bias infects 
our capital punishment system and they don’t 
want to do anything about it.

Maybe it’s the fear of being branded as soft on 
crime in the next election. Maybe it is the fear of 
the political power of their local district attorneys 
or of alienating their right-wing political base. 
Maybe it is the unwillingness to face the truth.

Whatever it is, every Republican in the Senate 
voted to ignore the evidence that race matters in 
the dolling out of the death penalty.

They tried hard to change the subject, pro-
fessing their support for the families of murder 
victims, many of whom came to the Legislative 
Building to tell their heart-wrenching stories 
about losing their loved ones to senseless violence.

The Republicans didn’t get around to men-
tioning that the budget they passed in June cuts 
funding in the court system for services for vic-
tims of crime.

Several murder victims’ family members told a 
Senate committee they opposed the repeal of the 
Racial Justice Act. Many others expressed support 
for repealing it before the committee and at a press 
conference earlier in the day organized by the N.C 
Conference of District Attorneys.

The district attorneys testified for the repeal 
too, claiming the statistical evidence of racial bias 
allowed to be presented under the RJA would 
vacate many death sentences. They wouldn’t say 
why, but it’s pretty obvious.

They know the evidence would prove race is 
a factor in who is sentenced to death in North 
Carolina. And they don’t want to talk about it, 
much less admit it.

Senate President Pro Tem Phil Berger said on 
the Senate floor that the Republicans were only 
reforming the RJA, not repealing it, a disingenu-
ous claim contradicted by the legislature’s own 
staff, who said the bill would take the law back 
to exactly where it was before the RJA passed in 
2009. That is the definition of repeal.

The Republicans also predictably used fear to 
avoid talking about the truth, repeatedly claiming 
that the RJA would result in convicted murder-
ers being released from prison. It’s simply not true. 
The law says the remedy for death row inmates 
who prove race played a role in their case is a sen-
tence of life in prison without parole.

Sen. Josh Stein suggested the law could be 
strengthened even more to reassure Republicans 
that no one would be eligible for parole, but his 
proposal was ignored.

This debate was never about the facts, the un-
deniable evidence that people are more likely to 
get the death penalty if the victim of their crime is 
white and that blacks are more likely to be struck 
form jury pools than their white counterparts.

This debate and this repeal of the Racial Jus-
tice Act was to pander to a political base and to 
prevent the criminal justice system from coming 
to terms with its racially biased procedure for de-
termining who lives and who dies.

Sadly, race does matter in our capital punish-
ment system. Sadder still is that Republican legis-
lative leaders don’t seem too concerned about it.

Chris Fitzsimon is the executive director of N.C. 
Policy Watch. 

SW library shouldn’t be downtown
The latest library being cussed and discussed in Orange 

County is the proposed “Carrboro” library – which is not only 
an error in name but an apparent misunderstanding of its use 
and location.

First off, it’s the “Southwest Orange Library” – planned 
to serve residents from Cane Creek and Mebane Oaks Road 
to the Chatham County line, Carrboro, 
Chapel Hill, and farther north for those 
who find the Hillsborough library incon-
venient.

Much of the area west of Fayetteville 
Road and Old N.C. 86 lies in University 
Lake watershed and is restricted to wells 
and septic systems with no public water 
and sewer lines allowed in an effort to limit 
development and protect drinking water.

So acceptable locations for the new 
building are pretty much limited to those with established wa-
ter and sewer lines in Carrboro, even though any location in 
the town will be a long distance from rural residents.

Building sites have been discussed by the county com-
missioners and the Carrboro aldermen, and the public will 
have a chance to speak at the commissioners’ meeting at the 
Sportsplex in Hillsborough on Monday at 7 p.m.

The aldermen appear to favor a downtown location – why? 
Parking and congestion are already a major problem, down-
town land is much more expensive and children and families 
don’t live there.

It’s interesting to note that the Chapel Hill library, the most 
popular public library in the state, is built off the road in a resi-
dential neighborhood nowhere near downtown, and doesn’t 
have an easy biking, walking or bus route to get there. It does 
have ample parking and a drop-off box for cars.

Many of us who live in Carrboro feel an almost ideal loca-
tion for the Southwest Orange Library is the land adjoining 
Carrboro’s Martin Luther King Jr. Park property on Hillsbor-
ough Road. It’s affordable at $150,000; parking and develop-
ment expenses could be shared with the town, reducing costs 
for both; and it’s in a residential area and close to McDougle 
School with access by sidewalks, bike lanes and buses that 
run from other sections of town and parts of the rural areas. 
It would be even more accessible if new rural bus routes were 
scheduled to come there or to transfer to buses that do.

Finally, after the site is selected, a board of a wide variety 
of residents should be appointed to work with government in 
planning and running the building. It’s a great opportunity 
for an energy-efficient, solar-powered design to make this a 
truly unique, cooperative and educational undertaking. Who 
knows, it could help restore faith in government!

MARtY MANDELL
Carrboro

Shame on you!
The Human Rights Center (HRC) has been in Abbey 

Court since 2009. We played a role in the recent town deci-
sion to rescind the anti-loitering ordinance (by talking with 
the workers and successfully convincing them to come up 
with their Code of Good Conduct). More comprehensively, 
we (with many, many college students) offer many programs 

and services: an after-school program 
(with Scroggs teachers), free Wi-Fi and 
text messaging, ESL classes, soccer, com-
puter classes, cooking and yoga classes, 
health resources, underwriting the costs 
of festivals, and Burmese and Karen 
programs. We work collaboratively with 
TABLE, El Centro Hispano and the Car-
rboro Farmers’ Market. With wage theft 
at a historic high, we work with workers 
and the Department of Labor. 

But now the HRC is under siege. In spite of the fact that 
we have a town permit and a 501(c)(3) certification, the man-
agement of Abbey Court is slapping us with a fine of $200 
per day for operating a commercial establishment. This is 
nonsense. We have no choice but to leave Abbey Court and 
abandon the people we have grown to love and who dignity 
we have unquestionably enhanced.

JUDItH BLAU
Director, Human Rights Center

Police handled yates situation well
I would like to commend the Chapel Hill Police De-

partment for the professionalism with which it handled 
the eviction of trespassers from the Yates Motor Company 
Building on Nov. 13. In handling the eviction, the goal of 
the department and the town was to remove the trespassers 
without serious injury to any persons. This goal was success-
fully achieved. Those persons who protest the department›s 
action, saying the police should have done something other 
than what they did, cannot explain how a different approach 
would have resulted in less injury since no injury occurred, 
nor can they demonstrate that some other approach would 
not have resulted in injury.

I would also like to commend the town for the support it 
has given to the police department in this matter and for its 
consistent support of the right of free speech. The Occupy 
movement is a reaction to serious political and economic 
problems, but the events at the Yates Building are a distrac-
tion from serious discussion of those issues. The leaders of our 
town deserve appreciation for the calm deliberation that has 
characterized their approach to a difficult situation.

LAURENCE KIRSCH
Chapel Hill
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  STaFF & ConTriBuTorS

The year 2011 is over. You know that 
don’t you? If you have anything planned 
beyond swimming with the tide, fuged-
aboutit.

By the time you catch up with everything 
you needed to do before Thanksgiving, the 
kids will be climbing the walls, the gift list 
looming and the never-ending courtesies of 
social life gobbling up the minutes.

Meanwhile the Heels have scheduled 
approximately two-and-a-half dozen bas-
ketball games between now and the end of 
the year. 

The compression of time at the end of 
the year, like a spinning quarter rattling ever 
more rapidly as it winds down, just seems to 
be getting worse. Eons ago, I recall we had longer years, but 
with the last six weeks of the year now reserved exclusively for 
the holidays’ year-end shuffle, a 10-month, two-week calendar 
is the new norm.

For those of us who travel, the almost full month between 
when we get back home from Thanksgiving and head out 
again for Christmas flies by. For those of us hosting the return 
of migratory relatives, there seems hardly time to miss ’em.

The various end of the year festivities – feasting, yuletide 
and so on – make sense when you consider that this used to be 
downtime for the Northern Hemisphere. When they’re over-
laid on all the modern end-of-the-year to-dos, it’s a recipe for 
mass anxiety.

Most of us no longer work in places governed by the chang-
ing of the seasons, nor do we have the luxury of extended time 
away. We’re more likely to have to work ahead in order to get 
time off. And then there’s the folks in retail, for whom this is 
harvest season and no time to play.

Even the kids are caught up in this trend. I’m sure the 
school system didn’t intend to ratchet up the anxiety of its pu-
pils when a few years back it extended the second quarter into 
the new year, but it means that all during winter break lurks 

the dread of mid-terms. Studies are impor-
tant, of course, but can’t our children have 
a few glorious weeks of squabbling with 
siblings and proclaiming their eternal bore-
dom uninterrupted by worries about their 
class rankings and grade point averages?

This is not to say that the six-week period 
in which we hurtle headlong into the next 
year is without its joys. Many of us have 
adapted to the schedule-juggling and so-
cializing and can actually enjoy this stretch 
of time. Some people even seem proficient 
in it, kicking into a gear unused the rest of 
the year. They cruise through the season in 
holiday overdrive while the rest of us marvel 
as they blow past us. Is that really a smile, 

we wonder, or just the g-forces?
It’s worth it, of course, even for those of us who are not 

deft at handling the pace. Like a mess of cascading quarks 
in a particle collider, we’re bound to make contacts we didn’t 
anticipate and end up in orbits unexpected.

And there are those quiet moments, lulls in the din, when 
reconnecting with friends and family eclipses the glitz and 
glitter and we find that thing so easily lost sight of – the com-
panionship of the tribe, old and new, and the precious warmth 
and light it offers here in winter’s deep. This is when we miss 
the people we miss most of all and try our damnedest to re-
mind those we hold dear just how glad we are that they’re still 
around. We hold each other a little closer here in the darkest 
days of the year, even if at times it’s just to escape for a moment 
from the season’s frenzy. The convivial rituals of the end of the 
year all make sense in that context. Journeys back home, an 
audience with a boisterous uncle, a secret shared with a sibling, 
the consumption of foods outside our comfort zone – these 
are old things. Very old. Older than an animated Santa riding 
an electric shaver. They’re what we are really rushing around 
trying to elbow out more time for, no matter what the to-do 
list says.

escape from the frenzy for a moment

Big
City
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Duplex for rent

furnisheD and equipped 2 
bedroom, 2 bath, one level, utili-
ties included, even cable, DSL, 
$1295. 699-4301 

homes for sale

5 acre sanctuary Passive 
solar home, walking distance 
to the Haw River. Brick floors, 
wall of windows, great screened 
porch & decks. Separate 16x12 
studio. The garage is wired for a 
kiln. Artists & gardeners will feel 
at home here. $299,500 Weaver 
Street Realty 919-929-5658 

family home with artist 
stuDio Lush, private, central 
Chapel Hill location. Luxurious 
master, light-filled living spaces. 
4BR, 3.5 bath, 1.5 miles to UNC. 
321 Wesley Drive, $425,000. 
Call Logan Carter, Fonville Mo-
risey Realty, 919-418-4694. 

luscious lanDscaping 
surrounds this stately ranch 
home in Carrboro. The 1 acre 
lot is fully fenced. 1674 sq.ft. 
lower level is finished and has a 
separate entry. Hardwood floors, 
wonderful natural light. Cute 
garden shed. $384,000 Weaver 
Street Realty 919-929-5658 

michael chanDler con-
temporary with Japanese 
influences. Situated on 7 acres 
with gardens, river rock paths, 
patios. Dock on large shared 
pond. Interior features many 
custom touches that create a 
unique and very welcoming 
home. $325,000 Weaver Street 
Realty 929-5658 

spacious Bolin forest 
home with seasonal views of 
Bolin Creek. Contemporary flair 
with vaulted ceilings, open loft, 
casement windows and clean 
lines in the kitchen. Finished 
lower level. $475,000 Weaver 
Street Realty 919-929-5658 

lanD for sale

large in-town parcel for 
estate or development avail-
able now! 2.69 acres of beautiful 
wooded land accessed from Hill-
sborough Road near Carrboro 
Elementary School. Subdivide 
for four home sites. $610,000. 
Call Logan Carter, Fonville Mo-
risey Realty, 919-418-4694. 

help wanteD

if you have careD for a 
loved one, we’re interested in 
you. Compassionate, reliable, 
mature people are needed to 
encourage and assist the elderly 
in their home. Day, evening and 
overnight hours. CALL: 919-265-
4394 

Drivers: teams & singles. 
No NY-NO Unload! Regional, 
CA, TX, FL Runs. 5yrs OTR. 
35yoa req. Transcorp: 800-669-
197 

Drivers: Start up to $.41/mi. 
Home Weekly or Bi-Weekly. 
CDL-A 6 mos. OTR exp. req. 
Equipment you’ll be proud to 
drive! (888) 247-4037 

home improvement

carpenter Kendrick Harvey 
Carpentry Service. I have 
been a local carpenter for 26 
years. I make big pieces of 
wood smaller and nail them 
together! Any kind of fram-
ing. Decks, Log structures, 
Screen, Porches, Cabinets, 
Remodels, Fences, Barns, 
That door you bought at Habi-
tat, Acoustic Tile Ceilings, 
Tile, Bookshelves, Planters, 
Metal roofs, Floors, Cable 
deck railings, Pergolas, Trel-
lises, Trim, Skylites, Move or 
make new doors or windows, 
Retaining walls, Any carpentry 
related repairs. I work by the 
hour or by the job. References 
available. Feel free to look at 
sample work on my website. 
KendrickHarvey.com kend-
rickch@gmail.com 919-545-
4269 

Quality painting Local 
painter. 16 years experience. 
Interior and exterior. Pressure 
washing. Reasonable rates. 
Prompt courteous service. Lots 
of references. Will Rives 614-
4113 

lanDscaping

yarD care with care 
Brian D. Rogers Tree & Land-
scaping. Mulch, pine straw, 
leaf removal, gutters cleaned, 
tree/ shrub planting, shaping 
& pruning, tree removal, storm 
cleanup, jungle taming. Free 
quotes. Immaculate cleanup. 
Over 15 yrs. experience, fully 
licensed/ insured. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. 933-9921 or 542-
9892 

services

auctions - liQuiDations 
Turn it into money - Auction is 
the Sound that Sells. 
Karnes and Company Auctions / 
Carolina Benefit Auctions (919) 
304-6638 

Divinerose facials Cori 
Roth - Wholistic Dr. Hauschka 
Esthetician and Retailer. Li-
censed/ Certified. HOLIDAY 
SPECIAL: Dr. Hauschka 1 hr. 
facial...10% off. Gift Certifi-
cates for any treatment 20% 
off through Jan. 1, 2012. Visit 
Divinerose.com or phone 919-
933-4748. 

volunteers

weB volunteer for the 
citizen

The Carrboro Citizen needs 
someone to help us with post-
ing to our website. Experience 
with web pages is helpful, but 
good computer aptitude is nec-
essary. This volunteer position 
will require working in our office 
several hours per week. Reliabil-
ity and punctuality are essen-
tial. Email your qualifications to 
Susan Dickson at susan@car-
rborocitizen.com.

the degree of one’s emotion varies inversely with one’s knowledge of the facts ... the less you 
know, the hotter you get. - Bertrand Russell

CryPToquoTe anSWer: Who am i to argue?
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ChuCk Morton
Broker & Consultant
919-636-2705 

carrbororealty.biz

REAL ESTATE & CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED RATES $5.00/issue for up to 15 words. Words over 15: $0.35/word/issue.  

Place your classified ad online until MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

Pick up the Citizen at the Sax General Store, Cup 22, 
and the Post Office/Jordan Properties/Sax Artists 
Gallery building.

NOW AVAILABLE IN 
SAXAPAHAW!

Your local newspaper since 2007
Free every Thursday! carrborocitizen.com

Carmel, Sweet Office Dog
July 4, 1996 - November 22, 2011

Don Basnight’s sweet dog, Carmel, came to 
Weaver Street Realty practically every day 
for fifteen years. 

The only time she wasn’t in the 
office was when she was camping 
or on the boat with Don, relaxing 
at home with Ginger, or with 
Pinky the groomer for the day.

We’ll miss Carmel’s 
gentle spirit and furballs. 

Gretchen Matheson 
Photography

WANTED: Homebuyer looking for one-of-a-kind.

608 Hillsborough Road, Carrboro - Offered at $459,000
Extensively renovated with imagination. | More cool pics @ www.ncdwell.com

3 bedrooms
2.5 baths
2 car garage

Jeff Rupkalvis
919-260-3333
Dwell Well.

OPEN HOUSE SUN. DEC. 4, 12-3 PM

Stay tuned.
carrborocitizen.com

carrborocitizen.com/classifieds

sell your
stuff.

carrborocitizen.com/classifieds

What’s at market
MEAT: pheasant, prosciutto, stewing hens, pork shanks, pork ribs, bratwurst, 

beef VEGGIES: tomatoes, peppers, radishes, carrots, broccoli, cauliflower, turnips, beets, 
cabbage, ginger, fennel, potatoes, lettuces, kale, bok choy, beets, spinach, frisee, fresh herbs, 
scallions, arugula and mixed greens, white and purple sweet potatoes, green beans, pump-
kins/gourds, shelled peas, butter beans, shiitakes and more CHEESES : an assortment 
of goat and cow cheeses. SPECIALTY ITEMS: wine, breads including bread crumbs 
for the holidays, pies, cakes, tortes, jams, pickles, local hotdogs, fermented foods, vegan and 
gluten-free options and more

Fall/ WinTer markeT HourS
Saturdays 9am-noon

adventure, and I’m surrounded by 
the fog.”

“That’s how it had been for 
me,” he says, “an amazing adven-
ture. I would face death and not 
be scared. There was a fog around 
me, but I was living the adven-
ture, and loving every second.”

Now though, something had 
happened, and he saw his hands 
– these hands that so skillfully 
traversed the violin – for the first 
time. 

“I’d trained myself to be re-
moved, like I was truly adopting 
nonattachment. Then when I had 
my schizophrenia, I awoke to my 
hands.”

“I awoke to being, to self-
awareness,” he now recalls. “I was 
like, wow, I’m a human being.” 

Binanay now wonders if the ef-
fects of schizophrenia were visited 
upon him, or perhaps worsened, 
by “all that pain that was built 
up from my surgeries. It’s just an 
idea.” 

Therapists, he says, have told 
him it’s plausible. 

‘The beginning of 
wisdom’

Schizophrenia translates, 
roughly, as a “splitting of the 
mind.” It’s most commonly first 
diagnosed in older adolescence 
and early adulthood. There is no 
cure, but it’s treatable, especially if 
confronted early.

Binanay had known success 
his entire life. He’d performed 
with the Raleigh Boychoir in 
Carnegie Hall and at the White 
House, done well in school and 
been popular. 

Now his life was unraveling, 
and it was terrifying, and ex-
hilarating. It was spiritual. He’d 

grown up a practicing Catho-
lic. But this was a “heightened 
spirituality; it was like everything 
was spiritual, and it was running 
through all things.” 

“I didn’t know what was hap-
pening to me,” he says of the first 
days and weeks of his psychosis. 
“I was being re-created. … I went 
from where I wasn’t sensing any-
thing to 100 percent sensory over-
load. It was like … it was intense.”

He wanted it to stop, and he 
didn’t. 

He was institutionalized for 
the first time. Medication became 
a part of his life – a source of dis-
pute with his parents – on and off 
the meds. They dulled his senses, 
for better and for worse, to his 
mind.

“Everything that I was seeing 
and everything that I was hearing 
was confirming this spiritual ex-
perience,” he recalls.

But, “I was scared. It was like 
a baby cries. You don’t know why 
a baby cries, but sometimes you 
can see a baby’s scared because 
it doesn’t know yet. And I didn’t 
know; I didn’t know what was go-
ing on yet.” 

Binanay pauses in conversa-
tion, and listens. A train whistle’s 
blowing, and it triggers a memory.

“I’d be at a barbershop, and 
we’d hear a train, and they’d be, 
like, ‘That’s an old one.’ Like, it’s 
an old spirit. 

“In our book, we relate what 
we know and hear and see – in 
our book of life. Everything we 
see, everything we hear, every-
thing we touch, everything we 
feel – that’s my book of life. 

“And a sound has the power to 
evoke.”

He’d begun to listen, was hear-
ing things. Not auditory halluci-
nations; just things being uttered, 
perhaps in a whisper. He couldn’t 
make out what, specifically, was 

being said, but, he now says, 
“there’s still some kind of under-
standing.”

The world out there
When David Binanay first 

came to the Outreach and Sup-
port Intervention Services (OASIS) 
program, administered by UNC’s 
Center for Excellence in Commu-
nity Mental Health, in Carrboro’s 
Carr Mill Mall, he had, he says, 
the stare – “the psychosis stare.” 

“I don’t know if you’ve seen 
many patients, but they have 
that stare,” he says. “I had the 
stare. When I talked to someone, 
I could see everything; I could 
see right through them. My eyes 
would not turn away, and I could 
see their shoulders, the weight 
they were carrying. I could see 
their eyes. I could see their faces, 
their auras. It was like a holy mo-
ment, completely.” 

He had awoken, he says, “to 
the magnificence, to the exuber-
ance that my paper was about” 
– his college thesis – “and the fog 
was lifted.”

He had awoken to schizophre-
nia, and had seen his hands for 
the first time. He was listening, 
feeling, for the first time.

“I was, like, whoa, there’s actu-
ally a lot out there in the world, 
and I was scared.”

So too were his parents, who 
stood by him throughout. Com-
pliance with his meds came in fits 
and starts, and eventually took 
hold. 

“I had fear for the first time in 
my life,” he says, “but they say fear 
is the beginning of wisdom.”

His mind was split open, and 
he was coming from a place in the 
heart. His work with OASIS had 
begun.

Next week: Understanding, ob-
serving and treating schizophrenia  

oaSiS 
FROM PAGE 1
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www.uncmidwives.org

your birth
experience

should be as
special as 

your baby.
UNC OB/GYN at the N.C. Women’s Hospital
101 Manning Drive
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Appointments: (919) 843-3051 

UNC OB/GYN at Timberlyne
112 Perkins Drive, Suite 400
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Appointments: (919) 843-7005

UNC Midwives know every delivery is special. We’re here 
to help you plan a birth that is right for you.
UNC Midwives offer:
•	 low	intervention	approaches	which	promote	the	normalcy	of	labor	 

and birth
•	 increased	awareness	of	alternatives	to	elective	obstetrical	

procedures
•	 expanded	knowledge	about	family	planning,	gynecological	health	 

and alternative therapies
•	 and	in-house	obstetrical	access	24/7

All to make sure your delivery is as special as your new baby. 

Visit us at one of our convenient locations.

Several council members ques-
tioned the inclusion of exceptions 
for drivers to use phones to speak 
with family members. 

“I don’t know that I want to 
make that an exception for some-
one to be on the phone … if that 
conversation is going to impact 
their safety in driving,” council 
member Donna Bell said. 

“If we take the teeth out of it, 
I’m not really interested in doing 
it,” she added. “We have people 
who put other people’s lives in 
danger by distracted driving.”

Mayor Mark Kleinschmidt 
said he would like for the excep-
tions in the ordinance to use more 
inclusive language, “since I might 
not have a spouse, but I might 
have an equivalent that I might 
want to talk to one day.” 

Pease said he felt that while it 
was important to educate the pub-
lic on the dangers of cell phone 
use while driving, regulating it is 
a state issue, and that such an or-
dinance would be virtually unen-
forceable. 

“If this is about education, I’m 
not convinced this is the right fo-
rum to do it,” he said. 

Easthom agreed. 
“I don’t want to be first in the 

state on something that the as-
sistant attorney general has said 
… is preempted by state law and 
therefore unenforceable,” she 
said. Earlier this fall, Karpinos re-
quested an opinion from the state 
attorney general’s office, and an 
assistant attorney general reported 
back that he felt such an ordinance 
would be preempted by state law. 

Other council members said 
they felt it was important to con-
tinue the conversation and the 
education of the public. 

“This may be an opportunity 
for this to happen again where 
Chapel Hill pulls the state along 
in some things,” Mayor Pro Tem 
Jim Ward said. 

In June, Krista Slough, a UNC 
student who was seriously injured 
in a car accident last year, and Joe 
Capowski, a resident who wit-
nessed the accident, petitioned 
the council to consider the ban. 
Capowski alleged that the driver 
of the car that hit the victim was 
talking on her cell phone at the 
time of the accident.

Texting while driving and the 
use of cell phones by drivers un-
der 18 are both already illegal in 
North Carolina.

A public hearing on the pro-
posed ordinance will be held Feb. 
20. 

Flora
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on any of those 
boulders, one will 
likely marvel at the 
massive rock chest-
nut oaks, Quercus 
prinus, that dominate 
the forest.

Some of those 
trees must be up to 
200 years old. You’ll 
likely be curious 
about the contorted 
appearance of some 
that have three, four 
and even five mas-
sive trunks radiating 
from the base. this 
oak is noted for 
sprouting vigorously 
from the ground if 
injured by fire or 
harvested for its 
timber. 

the forest floor 
this time of year is a 
lovely thick carpet of 
mostly chestnut oak 
leaves. Beneath the leaves 
in some spots you’ll find 
large, 1-to-2-inch-long acorns 
beginning to sprout a little 
tap root. Like the white oaks, 
these acorns are edible and 
worth the effort to roast a 
few for winter snacks.

Occoneechee is steeped 
in history, beginning with 
the Native Americans who 
named it. there’s an aban-

doned quarry dating back to 
the 1880s on one side of the 
mountain and a present-day 
active pyrophyllite mine on 
another side. Curiously as-
sociated with the mountain’s 
erosion-resistant quartz rock 
is the soft phyrophyllite being 
quarried for the manufactur-
ing of products ranging from 
soft, fine talcum powder 
to heat-resistant electrical 
insulators.

the more than 
630-million-year-old 
geological story of 
the Occoneechee 
area is beautifully 
described and illus-
trated in the N.C. 
Geological Survey’s 
Information Circu-
lar 35, A Geologic 
Adventure Along the 
Eno River, by geolo-
gist Philip J. Bradley. 
It’s a very readable 
resource. (geology.
enr.state.nc.us). In 
addition to descrip-
tions of rock types 
and geologic his-
tory, the publication 
contains guides to 
the geology of four 
popular trails along 
the Eno River.

I recommend at 
least monthly explo-
rations of Occo-
neechee, our highest 
little mountain.

Please note: 
Guided walks scheduled this 
month include a geology hike 
on Dec. 17 at 2 p.m. and a 
Christmas sunset hike on Dec. 
22 at 5 p.m. Call 383-1686 to 
register.

Email Ken Moore at flora@
carrborocitizen.com. Find previ-
ous Ken Moore Citizen col-
umns at The Annotated Flora 
(carrborocitizen.com/flora).

An impressive multi-trunk chestnut oak “sprout” 
resulting from a fire long ago  PHOtO BY KEN MOORE

a THouSand WordS
BY JOCK LAUtERER

Do you have an important old photo that you value? Email your photo to 
jock@email.unc.edu and include the story behind the picture. Because every 
picture tells a story. And its worth? A thousand words.

The Singing Freshman, 1961

C
arrboro-born and -bred Richard Ellington is a Renaissance man. After a distinguished ca-
reer as an It guru at UNC, he retired and went right to work co-authoring the wonderful 
new visual history of Carrboro. But what may be less known is his history as a thespian. El-
lington, my classmate at Chapel Hill High School, starred in our junior class play, The Singing 
Freshman, exactly 50 years ago this week. In this snapshot, college students at “Yaleanova” 

(left to right) George thompson, Ann Cleaveland and Carol Ann Chambers sing good morning to El-
lington, as the “Dean.” Richard and I both remember that many of the guys in the cast had a crush on 
the show’s director, music and drama teacher Beverly Culbreath. And for you photo-weenies out there, 
I shot this with a Kodak Brownie Flashmite using 620 black-and-white film, and had prints made at Fois-
ter’s Camera Store (the present-day location of Jack Sprat beside Sutton’s on Franklin Street). Wasn’t it 
cool the way they used to stamp the date on the border of those old snaps? WATER WATCH our reServoirS are 65.10% Full

PreCiP THiS monTH: 4.37”     PaST 12 monTHS: 42.77”

CuSTomer demand  tUES: 6.696 million gallons / Monthly avg: 6.62 million gallons  

eSTimaTed SuPPly:  351 days worth

Cell PHone Ban 
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