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Witch hazel flowers best in full sun.

Witch hazel’s right 
on schedule

I
t’s always a surprise to come 
upon the yellow flowering 
witch hazel, Hamamelis vir-
giniana, in the winter woods. 
How can a small native tree 

have flowers in the cold of early 
December? Well, that’s just one 
of nature’s mysterious ways, and 
as Dave Cook describes in The 
Piedmont Almanac, “Witch hazel 
is the proverbial ‘late bloomer’ 
of the Piedmont.” As in early 
Decembers past, the common 
wild witch hazel is right on 
schedule, holding fast to its thin 
four-petaled flowers even in our 
recent bitter cold temperatures. 
If you take a closer look, you 
may be rewarded with a whiff of 
the softly fragrant flowers when 
they are warmed by the sun 
streaming through the recently 
opened canopy.

A misidentification by early 
English settlers and a down-
through-the-ages misspelling 
accounts for the common name, 
witch hazel. Those pioneers 
called this little native tree a 
hazel because it looked like the 
hazel trees of their homeland. 
They learned that the Native 
Americans used the pliable 
branches to locate underground 
water sources in the same way 
the English used their native 
wych elm, “wych” being the old 
English word for “pliable branch-
es.” Though not at all related to 
the American hazelnuts, Corylus 
species, and having nothing to do 
with witches, the common name 
has been handed down through 
the ages to us as witch hazel. 
Some folks still trust witch hazel 
branches as divining rods.

The pioneers also learned the 
importance of the witch hazel 
for its many medicinal uses, one 
of which was a decoction or 
infusion of the bark to soothe 
skin wounds and irritations. The 
presence of witch hazel extracts 
on our local pharmacy shelves 
today indicates that we haven’t 
completely rejected our herbal 
medicinal heritage.

SEE  FLORA  PAGE 10
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Town steps up 
pedestrian 
safety plans
by Rich Fowler
Staff Writer

 chapel hill  —Improving safety 
at bus stops and better training 
procedures are among the efforts 
reviewed Monday night by the 
Chapel Hill Town Council at its 
meeting at Town Hall.

The council heard reports from 
Chapel Hill Transit director Steve 
Spade and town traffic engineer 
Kumar Neppali on steps being 
made to improve pedestrian and 
bicycle safety. Two pedestrians 
have been hit and killed by Chapel 
Hill Transit buses this year.

Spade said that since the sum-
mer, the transit department has 
been reviewing its internal training 
procedures to try to find new ways 
to improve pedestrian safety. They 
have hired McDonald Transit As-
sociates, a national transit consult-
ing firm, to conduct a safety audit 
of the department. McDonald will 
finish its audit in early 2009.

The department is also consid-
ering new ways to make getting on 
and off the bus safer by looking at 
how bus stops and shelters are con-
structed and placed next to roads. 

Neppali detailed a number of 
safety improvements planned for 
next spring including;

• new bus pull-outs and a side-
walk between Old Mason Farm 
Road and Manning Drive on the 
south side of Fordham Boulevard;

 • a pedestrian crosswalk and 
traffic signal on West Franklin 
Street near McDonald’s;

• two pedestrian refuge median 
islands in the middle of Franklin 
Street near Elizabeth Street and 
Couch Road, and one on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard near 
Piney Mountain Road.

Neppali also said the town 
would add a pedestrian-only phase 
to the traffic signal at Cameron Av-
enue and Columbia Street. 

“We are testing this phase as 
a pilot project,” he said. “It has 
shown some positive results on the 
national research.” 

If the changes prove successful, 
Neppali said the town will consid-
er changing the patterns at other 
downtown intersections, including 
at Franklin and Columbia streets.

SEE  COUNCIL  PAGE 7

recently . . . 
By Valarie Schwartz

Dour as the times may be, the unflap-
pable Delores Bailey continues to find ways 
to turn some of the least fortunate in our 
community into feeling very fortunate. As 
executive director of EmPOWERment Inc., 
Bailey works front and center insuring that 
affordable housing isn’t just a cruel joke in 
Chapel Hill and Carrboro. 

Last week, Iris Chicas Chavarria and her 
family joined in the reverie at the Carolina Inn 
as EmPOWERment celebrated 12 years of 
“Putting the Pieces of Community Together” 
and providing people the wherewithal to be 
homeowners. Through EmPOWERment and 
Bailey’s efforts, the Chavarria family was one of 
three families who bought a home in 2008. 

“Houses here are very expensive,” said 
the El Salvador transplant. “But we got a lot 

of help and are very happy to be here.” The 
Carrboro home she has owned since August, 
which she shares with her son, Josue, and her 
parents, Maria and Ricardo, is within walking 
distance of town and Carrboro Elementary 
School, where Josue attends kindergarten. 

The fundraising auction and party pro-
vided a steady stream of people eager to pay 
tribute to Bailey for her leadership, including 
the president of the EmPOWERment board, 
Jacqueline Overton, and host Lillian Lee. 

“I think with the economy being what it 
is and the dream of people to own their own 
home, it’s important that we support orga-
nizations like EmPOWERment,” Lee said. 
“Delores works so hard and if there’s any way 
she can get help for people in a position to 
own a home, she’ll make it happen.”

SEE  RECENTLY PAGE 3

Feeling emPOWERed to give 

Photo by Valarie Schwartz
Nathaniel Dickerson played Santa to his niece, Delores Bailey, at 
the EmPOWERment fundraiser.

Carey retires 
after 24 years 
on board
By Susan Dickson
Staff Writer

 orange county  —After 24 years 
on the Orange County Board of 
County Commissioners, Moses Carey 
attended his last official board meet-
ing last week.

Retiring after six terms on the 
board, Carey is proud of the work he’s 
done with the commissioners. He ad-
mits there are things that he might have 
done differently, but believes the board 
has dealt with challenges appropriately.

“I feel good about the contribu-
tions I’ve made making this place the 
best place to live,” he said.

Carey, who lost in the Democratic 
senatorial primary to incumbent Ellie 
Kinnaird in the spring, said he looks 
forward to spending time with his 
family, while remaining involved in 
the community. 

“I’m just going to take a little while 
to enjoy my grandchildren and con-
tinue to do volunteer work in the 
community,” he said. “For right now, 
that’s enough.

“My wife and I will have to get 
used to me being home at night,” he 

added, laughing. 
Looking back on his time on the 

board, Carey says the county’s rapid 
growth has been the greatest challenge 
the board faced. 

“For some reason, [people] are sur-
prised that the county is growing. I’m 
not, because we work hard to make it 
the best place to live,” he said. “The 
greatest challenge is dealing with that 
encroachment out into the rural areas.

“It’s a real opportunity to try to 
channel that growth into areas where 
it can be accommodated. I’m actually 
proud of the way that we’ve managed 

that growth.” 
Still, looking back there are things he 

might have changed, Carey said. 
“There are a number of things I 

probably wish I’d done differently. I 
think the one that most people identify 
me with was that attempt to merge the 
schools.” 

Carey’s support for a merger of the 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro and Orange 
County school systems in 2003 drew 
strong opposition throughout the com-
munity.

SEE  CAREY  PAGE 7

Photo by Kirk Ross
One of the more fun parts of the job — Moses Carey (center) shares a laugh with 
Chapel Hill Mayor Kevin Foy during last year’s groundbreaking and dedication of 
Southern Community Park.

Toyland at PTA

Donald Cooper, a 
parent volunteer from 
Culbreth Middle School, 
sorts through donated 
toys at the PTA Thrift 
Shop Monday. The toys 
are being prepared for 
a toy sale at the thrift 
store on Thursday.

Photo by Ava barlow

Holiday Happenings 
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By Kirk Ross
Staff Writer

 white cross  —With varying de-
grees of reluctance among them, 
Orange County commissioners are 
prepared to make a decision tonight 
(Thursday) on where to put a waste 
transfer station.

The decision comes more than a 
year after the board of commissioners 
opted not to follow through on a prior 
decision to build the station at the Eu-
banks Road landfill. After reopening 
the search and hiring a consultant, 
the search last month narrowed down 
to three sites in southwestern Orange 
County clustered around Orange 
Grove Road.

Board members toured the area 
Friday and Monday and walked a 
parcel owned by the Orange Water 
and Sewer Authority that was one of 
the three sites on the short list. Also 
on Monday, county manager Laura 
Blackmon and the county solid waste 
department staff issued recommen-
dations that commissioners choose 
147-acre parcel located 0.7 miles west 
of Orange Grove Road. The site is lo-
cated next to Piedmont Feed and Seed 
across from the intersection with N.C. 
54 and Morrow Mill Road.

Commissioners interviewed 
Wednesday said that while they were 
not completely comfortable with the 
options, the time has come to make 
a decision.

All three new commissioners who 
took the oath of office earlier this 
month said they had looked at the area 
and although not ideal, the site could 
accommodate the transfer station.

“I do think it’s time to make a deci-
sion,” Commissioner Steve Yuhasz said, 
adding that he had studied a number of 
alternatives presented to him by oppo-
nents of the N.C. 54 sites.

Those sites, while closer to In-
terstates 40 and 85, have their own 
problems, he said, especially given 
that Hillsborough officials are on re-
cord as saying they would annex any 
site chosen near town. 

“I was at that town commissioner 
meeting when they made that pledge,” 
Yuhasz said.

Commissioner Pam Hemminger 
said she does have an issue with the 
site being on a two-lane road and 
would have preferred a site near 
the interstates. But during briefings 
with county officials on the land-
fill, she said it was clear that time 
is short.

“I have huge concerns, but I’m 
feeling pressure to make a decision,” 
Hemminger said.

New at-large Commissioner Ber-
nadette Pelissier said she too feels 
the need to move ahead with the de-
cision, but hopes at some point the 
county will take a good look at how 
it ended up in this situation.

SEE  WASTE PAGE 7

County looks to White Cross for waste transfer station
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Thursday Dec 11
Blue Bayou: John Saylor. 8:30pm

The Cave:  EARLY: Wax Museum 
Pandemonium with The Accordian 
Death Squad. LATE: Inspector 22 
with Impossible Arms

Local 506: Battle of the Colleges.  
TBA

Nightlight: Orphan, Whatever 
Brains, Invisible Hand. 9:30pm

Friday Dec 12
Blue Bayou:  Willie Painter Band. 
10pm

Cat’s Cradle: Tab Benoit, Mel 
melton and The Wicked Mojos. 
9pm, $18 Advance, $20 Day of 
Show

The Cave:  EARLY: New River 
Rock Skippers.  LATE: Holiday 
Honky Tonk with Calico Haunts, 
Gambling the Muse, John Howie Jr 
and The Rosewood Bluff.

Local 506: Cy Tunes Launch Party 
with Rockin’ Ammonia Karaoke. 
Flute Flies, Magic Babies, DJ: Viva. 
9pm

Nightlight: Evening of experimen-
tal and dance music 711-style

Saturday Dec 13
Blue Bayou: Too Much Fun. 
9:30pm

Cat’s Cradle: Southern Culture 
on the Skids, The Hall Monitors. 
9pm, $12 Advance, $14 Day of 
Show

The Cave: EARLY: $5 Nikki Meets 
the Hibachi.  LATE: Dirty Little 

Heaters with The Loners

Local 506: Max Indian, The Old 
Ceremony, The Love Language. 
10pm, $8

Nightlight: Cantwell Gomez and 
Jordan/The Curtains of Night/Saint 
Peter Pcket Veto/Space Mammai. 
10pm

Open Eye Cafe:  The Dreams-
capes Project. 8pm

SUNDAY Dec 14
Cat’s Cradle: Gorilla Music Battle 
of the Bands Finals. 5:30pm, $10

Harry’s Market: Pickin on the 	
porch. Chambergrass. 2-4pm	

Monday Dec 15	
Cat’s Cradle: Trekky Records 
presents: Christmas at the Cradle 
2008. 7:30pm, $8 Advance, $10 Day 
of show

Tuesday Dec 16     
Blue Bayou:  Open Blues Jam with 
Butch Haas. 8pm

Local 506: Dub Trio, American 
Bang. 9:30pm, $8

Nightlight: Fever and the Fal-
lin’/Alex Culbreth/Ann Humphreys. 
9:30pm, $5

Wednesday Dec17
Nightlight: : Workday/School 
Night/Summer Camp Cassanova/
Casual Curious. 9:30pm, $5

thursday  Dec 18
Blue Bayou:  Fever & the Falling 
Rain. 8:30pm

Captain John’s Dockside: Chris 
Reynolds Swing ‘N’ Jazz Trio featur-
ing Tony Greco. 6-8:30pm

The Cave: EARLY: Last Watch.  
LATE: Cool Ethan with The Sibling 
Project, Hey Euphony

Local 506: O’Brother. TBA, Free

Nightlight: : Jack Rose/Horseback. 
9:30pm, $7

Resevoir: IRATA/Battle Rockets/
Goodbye, Titan. 10pm

friday Dec 19
Blue Bayou:  Cyril Lance & Out-
skirts of Infinity. 9:30pm

The Cave: EARLY: Comedy Night 
with Johnny Cook.  LATE: Straight 
8’s with The Bo Stevens

Local 506: Indie Rock Karaoke.  
9:30pm, Free

Nightlight: : Blag’ard/Tin Star/
Grey Young. 10pm

Open Eye Cafe : Saludos Com-
pany. 8pm

saturday dec 20
Blue Bayou:  Matt Hill & the Buzz-
kills. 9:30pm

Cat’s Cradle: Christmas  Gather-
ing/Free Show. 7:30pm

The Cave: EARLY: Tony Low.  
LATE: Evil Wiener X-Mas Show

Local 506: Pinche Gringo, 
Chrome-Plate Apostles. TBA 

Nightlight: : Aquila/Çount Von 
Count/ Ape!/Virgo. 9-10pm

Open Eye Cafe:  Eric Scholz. 8pm

200 north greensboro street in carrboro
 at the corner of weaver street ~ carrmillmall.com

ali cat
cvs

elmo’s diner
fleet feet

harris teeter
head over heels

jewelworks
katie’s pretzels

mehera shaw
miel bon bons
mulberry silk

the original ornament
the painted bird
panzanella
rita’s
shades of blue
sofia’s 
stephen white gallery
townsend, bertram & co
uptown nature
weaver st. market & cafe
wootini

Carr Mill Mall
fashion ~ unique gifts ~ galleries ~ jewelry

dining ~ specialty foods ~ fine fabrics

discover the heart of carrboro

holiday rock
With the holidays rapidly approaching, Cat’s Cradle is hosting two shows this week that will 
give back to the community. 

On Saturday, Southern Culture on the Skids and The Hall Monitors will play a benefit for the North 
Carolina Food Bank. Tickets are $12 in advance, and $14 the day of the show. Donate a canned food 
item and get $1 off your ticket. Doors open at 9 p.m. for the 10 p.m. show. 

Then on Monday, Trekky Records presents Christmas at the Cradle 2008, hosted by Billy Sugarfix. 
The show benefits the National Multiple Sclerosis Society, and features the tunes of the Trekky Yule-
tide Orchestra, Megafaun, Sorry About Dresden, the Future Kings of Nowhere, the Scene of the 
Crime Rovers, North Elementary, Rock & Roll Elf (Clarque Blomquist of the Kingsbury Manx) and 
the International Grapevine. Doors open at 7 p.m. for the 7:30 p.m. show. Tickets are $8 in advance 
and $10 day of the show. 

 spotlight

FR 12/12**($18/$20) BLUE BAYOU pREsEnts
TAB BENOIT w/mEL

mELtOn And thE wickEd mOjOs
sA 12/13

Nc fOOd BANk BENEfIT
sOuThErN

culTurE ON ThE
skIds**($12/$14)

w/thE hALL mOnitORs

*BrINg A cAN Of fOOd:
$1 Off cOvEr chArgE!

sU 12/14 gORiLLA shOwcAsE
BATTlE Of ThE BANds fINAl!

mO 12/15
TrEkky rEcOrds prEsENTs:
chrIsTmAs AT ThE crAdlE!

TrEkky yulETIdE
OrchEsTrA, mEgAfAuN,

fuTurE kINgs Of
NOwhErE, scENE Of ThE

crImE rOBErs,
NOrTh ElEmENTAry,

rOck & rOll Elf, 
INTErNATIONAl grApEvINE

hOsTEd By BIlly sugArfIx!

FR 12/19
Echhs BATTlE Of ThE BANds

sA 12/20 hOlIdAy gAThErINg:
dExTEr ANd ThE

NEw rOmANs, 
BIg fAT gAp, ThE
rAfTErs frEE shOw!

sA 12/27 wintER REggAE jAm
duB AddIs w/ cRUciAL

FiYAh, jUniOR p, cAYEnnE
thE LiOn king**($8/$10)

sU 12/28 BEnEFit cOncERt
l IN jApANEsE

dAncE pARtY

FR 1/9/09 FREE shOw! cd RELEAsE
NOrTh

ElEmENTAry
w/kingsBURY mAnx, ERiE chOiR, 

pOpULAR kids
sA 1/10/09 cOsmIc

chArlIE**
2 sEts OF gRAtEFUL dEAd!

sU 1/11/09 flIckEr
LOcAL shORt FiLms
th 1/15/09**($10/$12)
vIrgINIA 

cOAlITION
R 1/16/09 lOs

cAmpEsINOs
w/titUs AndROnicUs**($12/$14)

sA 1/17/09**($10/$12)
whO’s BAd?

(michAEL jAcksOn tRiBUtE)
FR 1/23/09**($10/$12)

ThE gOurds
w/RAmsAY miLwOOd

sA 1/24/09 ThE
rOsEBuds

w/mEgAFAUn & thE LOvE
LAngUAgE**($10)

wE 1/28/09**($22/$25)
dAr wIllIAms

w/jOshUA RAdin
FR 1/30/09** $10/$12)

ThE lAsT wAlTz
ENsEmBlE

sA 1/31/09 ANNuAls
w/jEssicA LEA mAYFiELd

& whAt LAURA sAYs**($10/$12) 
th 2/5/09**($15)

BrETT dENNEN
w/AngEL tAYLOR
FR 2/6/09** ($12/$14)

TOuBAB krEwE
sA 2/7/09 BOB mArlEy’s 

BIrThdAy cElEBrATION!
sU 2/8/09**($10/$12) mONTE
mONTgOmErEy

sA 2/14/09 ThE Old 
cErEmONy**

sU 3/1/09**($16/$18) On sALE 12/12
TApEs N TApEs

w/wAtsOn twins
mO 3/2/09 TApEs N

TApEs w/wiLd Light**($10/$12)
wE 3/4/09**($10/$12)

BlAck lIps
th 3/19/09**($12/$14) On sALE 12/12

Ac NEwmAN
FEAtURing cARL nEwmAn

FROm thE nEw pORnOgRAphERs
w/thE BROkEn wEst

tU 3/24/09 cuT cOpy
w/mAtt & kim**($16/$18)

AlsO prEsENTINg

cArOlINA ThEATrE  (dur)
sA 2/29/09 

jOAN BAEz
On sALE 12/11

tix viA thEAtRE BOx OFFicE
OR cAROLinAthEAtRE.ORg

ThE ArTscENTEr (cAr)

wE 2/11/09 EArly shOw 7pm!
ON sAlE 12/12

gAry lOurIs & 
mArk OlsON

FROm thE jAYhAwks
wE 3/11/09 kAThlEEN

EdwArds

lOcAl 506 (ch)
tU 12/16  dUB tRiO, AmERicAn BAng

th 1/15/09  gOd’s pOttERY
wE 1/21/09  vic chEsnUt w/ELF pOwER

FR 3 /13 / 0 9 On sALE 12/12
thE AiRBORnE tOxic EvEnt

cATscrAdlE.cOm 919.967.9053 300 E. mAin stREEt
**AsTErIsks dENOTEAdvANcETIckETs @ schOOlkIds rEcOrds IN rAlEIgh, cd  AllEy  IN chApEl 
hIll, Bull cITy rEcOrds IN durhAm, kATIE's prETzEls IN cArrBOrO OrdEr TIx ONlINE
AT ETIx.cOm   wE sErvE cArOlINA BrEwEry BEEr ON TAp! wE ArE A NON-smOkINg cluB

sA 12/20

dEx ANd 
ThE NEw
rOmANs

wE 12/31 hAppy
NEw yEAr!

ABBEy
rOAd lIvE!

Ring in nEw YEARs
with jOhn, pAUL,
gEORgE & RingO…

**($17.50/$20)

Music Calendar
calico haunts 
The Cave 
December 12

southern culture on the skids  December 13

trekky yuletide orchestra  
December 15
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Library bonds on hold
The Chapel Hill Town Council Monday night agreed to 

finish planning for the Chapel Hill Public Library expansion 
project, but put construction on hold. The council heard a 
report recommending they wait to sell bonds for the project 
until financial markets improve.

Town Manger Roger Stancil said finishing the design and 
permitting process will not cost any additional money, since 
the bonds to fund those phases have already been sold. It 
will also allow the town to move ahead with construction as 
quickly as possible when market conditions improve. 

 OWASA road closures
OWASA began water main work on Tuesday that will af-

fect traffic on part of North Columbia Street, Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard and North Street for two to three weeks. 

Crews will work from 9 a.m. till about 4 p.m. on week-
days. During those work hours, OWASA will close some 
travel lanes on North Columbia Street and Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard. Part of North Street will be closed during 
the latter part of the project.  

School board elects chair
The Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools Board of Edu-

cation elected board member Lisa Stuckey as board chair 
for 2009.

Stuckey replaces Pam Hemminger, who resigned from 
the board after she was elected to the Orange County 
Board of Commissioners. Mike Kelley was elected vice 
chair of the board.

Mason Farm to be closed
Mason Farm Road will be closed to traffic from Dec. 19 at 

6 p.m. through Dec. 21. 
UNC plans to install an electric duct bank on Mason 

Farm Road near the intersection with South Columbia Street. 
While the road is closed, normal access to the Ambulatory 
Care Center will be blocked. Traffic from South Columbia 
and Pittsboro streets will be detoured down Manning and 
West drives. 

Vehicles leaving the clinic will turn right onto Mason Farm 
Road and then turn left on East and Manning drives to re-
turn to South Columbia Street. Part of the sidewalk along the 
east side of South Columbia Street and the south side of Ma-
son Farm Road near the construction site will be closed and 
alternative paths for access to the Ambulatory Care Center 
will be marked. The installation crossing Mason Farm Road 
is the first phase of a project alongside South Columbia Street 
to widen that street from Manning Drive to Purefoy Road. 

News Briefs

Cliff’s Meat Market

100 West Main st., Carrboro
919-942-2196 Mon-sat 9am-6pm

Debit
& EBT

Now Taking Orders 

for Christmas!

Turkeys • Standing Rib Roast

Tenderloin • Lamb

Veal • Duck • Geese

True CrafTsmen
A Full-service Exterior business

Decks Restored
Washed, Sanded, Sealed

Houses
Power Washed, Gutters Cleaned

True Craftsmen
Installation, All Types Siding

Roofing, Windows, Decks
Repair Work As Well

Planting & Flower Beds
Installed & Maintained

Contact John Barrett
919-619-8315/919-420-5013

Peck andArtisans
green builders  9338485
general  contractors
and  plumbers
think green!

Artisan:  Jody Hunt
Carpenter

Read us online: 
carrborocitizen.com/main

Furniture Follies to close this month
by Susan Dickson
Staff Writer

 chapel hill  —Despite a 
change to the town fire code, 
Furniture Follies will not be able 
to open its doors at its new loca-
tion on N.C. 54 and will leave 
the location in January. 

Owner Ridge Cook 
appealed to the Carrboro 
Board of Aldermen in 
October to change the 
sprinkler requirements 
so that the store could 
open in the old Cleora 
Sterling building, two 
miles west of Carrboro 
Plaza. 

About a year ago, 
Furniture Follies moved from 
its previous location west of 
Carrboro to the Cleora Sterling 
building. But in order to comply 
with town fire code, the building 
needed a sprinkler system, which 
are required in non-residential 
businesses larger than 6,000 
square feet.

Cook and his landlord, former 
Chapel Hill Town Council 
member Cam Hill, looked into 
installing a sprinkler system but 
discovered the building lacked 
the water pressure to support 
one, increasing installation costs 
from about $100,000 to more 
than $250,000.

In order to stay in business, 
Cook began holding yard sales 
outside the building every 
Saturday, weather permitting. 

In November, the board 
voted to amend the town fire 
code, modifying sprinkler 
requirements such that each 
space within a non-residential 

building would be considered 
a separate building if spaces 
are completely separated by a 
four-hour firewall. The new 
requirements are consistent with 
the state fire code.

However,   for Cook, the 
costs of building the fire wall 
and installing separate electric, 

plumbing and heating and air 
systems for each side of the 
building would amount to just as 
much as a sprinkler system. 

“The cost was still prohib-
itively expensive,” he said. 
“We’re so thankful to the board 
of aldermen for trying.... It was 
something beyond their control.”

Cook said that because his 
business is low-volume retail, 
it wouldn’t be cost-effective to 
invest that much money into the 
building. 

“If you’re going to put that 
much money into something, you 
need to be able to get it back,” he 
said. “We do OK, but we’re not 

getting rich.” 
Cook said he plans to 

sell as much inventory as 
he can through parking-
lot sales Monday through 
Saturday until Dec. 31. 
He plans to take his time 
to find the right location 
for his business, since he 
needs a building with at 
least 5,000 square feet, a 

loading dock and a roll-up door. 
“We’re waiting for the right 

situation,” Cook said, adding 
that the building needs to be 
reasonably priced so that he can 
keep furniture prices low. 

He hopes to stay in the Carrboro 
area, where Furniture Follies has 
been for the past 10 years. 

EDITORIAL  editor@carrborocitizen.com

ADVERTISING  marty@carrborocitizen.com	 942-2100 ext. 2

Classified & Real Estate
carrborocitizen.com/classifieds	 919-942-2100, 8:30-3 M-F 
Classifieds deadline is midnight Tuesday.

SuBSCRIPTIONS
The Carrboro Citizen is free to pick up at our many locations 
throughout Carrboro, Chapel Hill, Pittsboro and Hillsborough. Sub-
scriptions are also available via first class mail and are $78 per year. 
Send a check to The Citizen, Post Office Box 248, Carrboro, N.C. 
27510. Visa/Mastercard are also accepted. Please contact Anne Bill-
ings at 919-942-2100 for credit card orders.

ONLINE
carrborocitizen.com/main     Stories are online every Thursday.

how to reach us
The Carrboro Citizen	 942-2100
P.O. Box 248	 942-2195 (FAX)
Carrboro, NC 27510

A development moratorium for 
the Glen Lennox area, convening 
a summit on affordable housing, 
better health care access for Latino 
families and a push for a living wage 
were among the items under discus-
sion Sunday at a delegates assembly 
for the newly formed Orange Coun-
ty Organizing Committee.

More than 250 individuals repre-
senting local churches and religious 
groups, nonprofits and social service 
agencies attended the assembly at 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church on 
Rosemary Street in Chapel Hill.

Representatives of the committee 
quizzed local officials on their com-
mitment to affordable housing, im-
migrant rights and other issues.

The committee’s case for action 
on several issues is on page 6 of The 
Citizen.

Pictured at left: Representatives from 
religious groups and nonprofits line 
up to be counted at the opening of 
the delegates assembly of the Orange 
County Organizing Committee.

photo by kirk ross

“If you’re going to put that much money into 
something, you need to be able to get it back. We 

do OK, but we’re not getting rich.” 

Recycle with ALL PAPER
at the curb and apartment 
complexes.
Recycle with NEWSPAPER
at 24-hour Recycling Sites and     
Solid Waste Convenience Centers
located throughout the county.

New phone books have arrived! 
Give your old phone book a second chance…

RECYCLE IT!

Orange County                                    
Solid Waste Management                            

(919) 968-2788                              
recycling@co.orange.nc.us

Stay tuned.
carrborocitizen.com

Organizing meeting
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Special Events
Holiday Band Concert — Thurs-
day, Dec 11, 7:30pm. Hanes Theatre. 
Concert features the CHHS 9th 
grade concert band, the symphonic 
band, and percussion ensemble. 
www.hanestheatre.org

Winter Choral Concert — Dec 
12, 7:30pm. East Chapel Hill High 
School. Multiple choirs and en-
sembles featured. Tickets $5

Annual Holiday Pajama 
Party— Dec 12, 6-8pm. Ackland 
Art Museum will feature readings 
from classic stories. Children are 
encouraged to wear pajamas. Free.

Youth Concert — Dec. 13, 5pm. 
Piedmont Youth Orchestra presents 
string ensemble concert at Holy Trin-
ity Lutheran Church, 300 Rosemary 
St. in Chapel Hill. Free. 942-5010

Holiday 5k and Family Fun Run 
— Dec. 14, 2pm, registration at 
noon. Proceeds benefit the Chapel 
Hill Service League. T-shirts for 400 
racers, face painting, refreshments 
and arts and crafts. Registration and 
information www.sv5k.com

NC Boys Choir— Dec. 15, 
7:30pm. Annual Christmas Concert. 
Duke University Chapel. $12/adults, 
$8 children under 12

Nightlight Arts & Crafts Fair 
— Dec. 21, 2-6pm  All artists invited 
to sell works. nightlightinfo@gmail.
com, www.nightlightclub.com

Pittsboro First Sundays — 12-
4pm. Food, arts and crafts and music 
on Hillsboro St. 260-9725, pittsbo-
roshops.com

Holiday Shopping in Hillsbor-
ough— Holiday shopping and 
events. www.holidaysinhillsborough.
com

Dance
NC Squares — Dec. 13, 8-11pm. 
Lesson at 7:30pm. Pleasant Green 
Community Center, Durham. $7/$5 
students, www.ncsquares.com

Contra — Dec. 12, 7:30-11pm. Tri-
angle Country Dancers present the 
Morrison Brothers with caller Adina 
Gordon. Carrboro Century Center. 
$7-9, www.tcdancers.org

Contra — Dec. 19, 7:30pm. Music 
by the Donnybrook Lads. Carrboro 
Century Center. $8, 967-9948. 
www.csda-dance.org

Contra — Dec. 26, 7:30-11pm. 
Triangle Country Dancers present 
Bob Head, Mara Shea and others 
with caller David McMullen. $7-9, 
www.tcdancers.org

The Chocolate Factory — Jan. 
17, 2 and 6pm. Studio A Dancers 

present an adaptation of Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory. East Chapel 
Hill High Auditorium. $5, tickets 
available www.dancecentre.net/blog

Ballroom — Fourth and fifth 
Thursdays, 7-9:30pm. Seymour Se-
nior Center, 2551 Homestead Road, 
Chapel Hill. $2, 968-2070 

Carrboro DanceJam — First 
Fridays. Free-style dance. Balanced 
Movement Studio, 304 W. Weaver 
St, upstairs. 968-8776

Havana Nights — First and third 
Thursdays, 10pm. Cuban Salsa. 
Mansion 462, 462 W. Franklin St. 
967-7913, www.mansion462.net

Salsa/Mambo — Third Saturdays, 
lesson 8pm, dance 8:30-11pm. Fred 
Astaire Dance Studio, 4702 Garrett 
Road, Durham. $7, salsa_4u2@
yahoo.com, 358-4201

Triangle Stardusters Ballroom 
Dance — Second Saturdays, 8-
11pm. Fred Astaire Dance Studio. 
24702 Garrett Road, Durham. 
Couples and singles welcome. $7 
members, $12 guests, 942-7232

Faith
Advent Lutheran — 9am Bible 
study classes for all ages, 10:30am 
worship service. Dec 14, 5pm, 
Christmas Pageant. Dec 17, 5:45-
6:45pm, Advent Service. Christmas 
Eve Worship, Dec 24, 7pm.

Buddhist Teachings and 
Meditation — Wednesdays, 
7-8:30pm. With ordained monk 
and resident teacher Gen Kelsang 
Tilopa. The Kosala Mahayana 
Buddhist center teaches traditional 
Kadampa Buddhist practice. 711 
W. Rosemary St. 619-5736, www.
meditationinchapelhill.org

How to Meditate — Saturday, 
10am-noon. Kadampa Center for 
the Practice of Tibetan Buddhism, 
5412 Etta Burke Ct., Raleigh. www.
kadampa-center.org

Tibetan Buddhist Altars, 
Prayers and Practices — Mon-
day, 7pm. Kadampa Center for 
the Practice of Tibetan Buddhism, 
5412 Etta Burke Ct., Raleigh. www.
kadampa-center.org

Film
Community Cinema — Dec 11, 
7pm. Free  This month celebrates the 
font “Helvetica.”  Open Eye Cafe.

Chatham Arts Sustainable 
Cinema — Fourth Tuesday at 7pm 
at The General Store Cafe, 39 West 
Street, Pittsboro. 542-0394, www.
chathamarts.org 

Health & Wellness
Cancer Support — Weekly 
support free of charge for 
cancer patients and family. www.
cornucopiahouse.org

The Compassionate Friends: 
Self-help support after the 
death of a child — Third Mon-
days, 7-8:30pm. Free and open to all 
adults grieving the loss of a child or 
sibling. Evergreen United Methodist 
Church. 967-3221, chapelhilltcf.org

WomanHeart — Fourth Thurs-
days, 12:30-2pm. The national coali-
tion for Women with Heart Disease 
Support Group is free and open to 
any woman with any form of heart 
disease. 403 W. Weaver St. WH-
ChapelHill@womenheart.org

Orange County Rape Crisis 
Support Group— A support 
group for survivors of childhood 
sexual abuse will begin in Jan. 2009. 
Group limited to eight participants. 
Screenings will take place through 
mid-December. 968-4647, groups@
ocrcc.org

Kids
Toddler Time — Thursdays, 4pm. 
Carrboro Branch Library. 969-3006

Preschool Story Time — Sat-
urdays, 10:30am. Carrboro Branch 
Library. 969-3006

Express Yourself! — Saturdays, 
10:45-11:15am, 11:30am-noon. Art 
program for ages 3-8 & their care-

givers. Kidzu Children’s Museum, 
105 E. Franklin St. $2, 933-1455, 
kidzuchildrensmuseum.org

Literary
Twilight — Dec. 11, 7pm. The 
Movie/Book Club discusses the film 
and the Stephanie Meyer novel. 
Carrboro Cybrary. 918-7387, www.
co.orange.nc.us/library/cybrary

The Brief Wondrous Life of 
Oscar Wao — Dec. 18, 7pm. The 
The Contemporary Fiction Book 
Club meets to discuss the 2008 
Pulitzer Prize Winner by Junot Diaz.
Carrboro Cybrary. 918-7387, www.
co.orange.nc.us/library/cybrary

Meet the Author Tea — Dec. 
19, 3:30pm. Presenting Louise 
Hawes, author of Black Pearls: A 
Faerie Strand. A haunted re-imagin-
ing of classic fairy tales. Chapel Hill 
Public Library. 968-2780

Books Sandwiched— Meets 
first Wednesday of most months at 
11am. Conference room of the Cha-
pel Hill Public Library. 968-2780

Political
Annual Reading of The Bill 
Of Rights— Dec 15, noon. Peace 
and Justice Plaza, East Franklin and 
Henderson Streets.  Remarks by 
Ellie Kinnaird in memory of Joe 
Herzenberg.

Volunteers
RSVP 55+ Volunteer Program 
— Seeks volunteers to match other 
volunteers with opportunities for 
public service. 968-2056

Meals on Wheels — Seeks 
volunteers to deliver meals and/or 
bake simple desserts for recipients 
in the Chapel Hill/Carrboro area. 
942-2948

English as a Second Language 
Conversation Club — Seeks 
volunteers to talk with groups of 
international students Fridays from 
noon-2pm. University Methodist 
Church on Franklin St. 967-1448, 
harwellja@bellsouth.net

Community Calendar

Do you have anything for one of our calendars? Send your submissions to calendar@carrborocitizen.com

Magic show
The Town of Carrboro presents Magician Gary Blankenship 

on Dec. 14 at the Carrboro Branch Library at McDougle Middle 
School at 900 Old Fayetteville Road. Blankenship’s magic show 
appeals to all who have the heart and humor of a kid.

The show is at 3 p.m. and admission is free. 

The Gingerbread Boy
The Town of Carrboro presents The Gingerbread Boy on Dec. 

17 at 10:30 a.m. at the Carrboro Century Center. Admission to 
the hour-long show is $3.

Rags to Riches Theatre performs the story of Gerry, who ven-
tures from home to prove he’s the best at everything but finds 
out he has a lot to learn.

Pro Bono Law
UNC School of Law students have been recognized as the 

Pro Bono Law School of the Year for providing free legal assis-
tance to New Orleans residents. 

UNC law students have spent spring and winter breaks work-
ing in the New Orleans area since Hurricane Katrina devastated 
the city in 2005. The students were recognized by the Pro Bono 
Project, a New Orleans-based nonprofit.

Strowd Roses grants
The Strowd Roses Foundation awarded a total of $68,500 

in its final round of grants for 2008. Recipients included The 
ArtsCenter, Chapel-Hill Carrboro Meals-on-Wheels, Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro Cooperative Preschool, Communities In Schools 
of Orange County, Extraordinary Ventures, Habitat for Hu-
manity of Orange County and more. These grants bring to over 
$2.8 million the total distributed by Strowd Roses to local not-
for-profits since the foundation was organized in 2001.

Those wishing to apply for grants in the first quarter of 2009 
are invited to visit www.strowdroses.org. The next application 
deadline is January 31.

CHHS holiday concerts
Chapel Hill High School students will perform a number 

of holiday concerts in December including a ninth-grade con-
cert band, symphonic band and percussion ensemble, tonight 
(Thursday) at 7:30 p.m.; an orchestra concert on Dec. 16 at 7:30 
p.m.; and a chorus concert on Dec. 18 at 7:30 p.m.

All of the concerts will be held in the Hanes Theater at Cha-
pel Hill High. Admission is $6 for adults and $3 for students.

Community Briefs

Yoga 
Clase de yoga gratuita, dado 

en español. Alivia el estrés de la 
temporada. Para todos niveles. 
El domingo, el 21 de diciem-
bre, 4.30-5.30p.m. Y después 
el tercer domingo del mes.  
CYCO, 200 N. Greensboro St, 
Carr Mill Mall, Suite D-1, Car-
rboro. 933-2921.

Desfile
Desfile de Chapel Hill-Car-

rboro: El domingo, el 13 de 

diciembre, a las 10a.m.
Empieza en el Planetario 

Morehead y pasa por la calle 
Franklin hasta la ciudad de 
Carrboro.

Celebración
Especialmente para niños 

preescolares, con sus familias.
Actividades, decorando ga-

lletas y más. Carrboro Century 
Center, 100 N. Greensboro St, 
Carrboro.  918-7367.

Noticias en breve

Comentarios y preguntas al  betsy@carrborocitizen.com

pets of the week
Paws4Ever — Here’s  
Nino! He’s a 6-year-old 
Red Muted Brindle & White 
American Pit Bull Terrier. 
A Paws4Ever alum from 
3 years ago, we were all 
disappointed when Nino’s 
family just didn’t work out. 
Nino has been through a lot 
in his 6 years and has not 
been able to find a family 
that will be devoted to him. 
But no matter; Nino is still 
full of playful energy and has 
managed to keep his basic 
manners in tip-top shape. 
He knows ‘sit’, ‘down’, 
‘shake’, and walks nicely 
on his leash. Nino is picky 
about his dog friends but 
the ones he loves are quite 
obvious! His best friend 
at Paws4Ever is Pasha, so 
we’re thinking he would do 
well with other females with 
a  submissive play-style. Our 
favorite thing about Nino is 
that despite his serious expression, he is actually quite the silly guy and will 
prance and bound when he is ready to play, causing an entire room to light 
up in smiles. Nino is very smart and focused and probably would excel in a 
Canine Good Citizen Class, and go on to earn the title! 
Nino deserves a home that will appreciate his overflowing array of good 
qualities; give him stability and possibly continued training; and understand 
his fears of being abandoned. He would prefer a family that is not gone too 
often, and that will spoil him with goodies (such as a Kong filled with peanut 
butter!) when they’re away.  He would love daily walks or jogs.  
Nino just wants what every dog does: a forever home full of unconditional 
love. 

ORANGE COUNTY ANIMAL 
SERVICES — Meet Marley!	
If you are looking for a gentle and 
easygoing boy to join your family this 
holiday season, you will find him here!  
Marley is a sweet hound mix who is all of 
the above and so much more!  He’s social 
and loving, eager to please, and great with 
other dogs!  He’s a bit sensitive at first, so 
he’d do best in a calm home where he can 
gain confidence and be truly appreciated 
and adored.  Stop by Orange County’s 
Animal Shelter, 1081 MLK Jr. Blvd, Chapel 
Hill or call 919-967-7383. You can also see 
him online at www.co.orange.nc.us/
animalservices/adoption.asp

 super crossword   somethings fishy CitizenCryptoquote By Martin Brody
For example, YAPHCYAPLM is WORDSWORTH.  One letter stands for another.  In 
this sample, A is used for the two O’s, Y for the two W’s, etc..  Apostrophes, 
punctuation, the length and formation of the words are all hints.

“Careful What You Wish For”

U D E E D N S M  E N S T  G N X 

D U U N X P J E D P L  C B N  Y N  S N P 

V S N C  C B J P  P N  Y N  C D P B 

P B W U M W E O W M  N S  J  X J D S L 

M Q S Y J L  J G P W X S N N S . 

-  M Q M J S  W X P K ,  C X D P W X
Find the answer in the puzzle answer section.

helvHelvetica
Thursday, Dec 11
7pm - Open Eye Cafe
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Pizza head
With the combination 

sports/winter-hibernation/
don’t-feel-like-cooking season 
upon us, it seems like a good 
time to talk pizza.

The Eater will not attempt 
to offer any strong preferences 
because there is such a variety 
out there and because a pizza 
parlor’s location is often a key 
aspect of its appeal.

Those in Carrboro might 
be partial to the large single-
slice variety and cheese gener-
osity at Anna Maria’s and the 
whole-wheat crust and some-
what more exotic toppings at 
Amante’s. Chapel Hillians have 
always had a fondness for Sal’s 
— now at Martin Luther King 
Jr. Boulevard and Homestead 
Road — as well as an ongoing 
addiction to the New York styl-
ings at the action-packed Italian 
Pizzeria III on West Franklin. 
Those on the Chatham side of 
life have Ciao Bella. If you’re in-

terested in the wood-fired oven 
variety, you would do well to 
visit 411 West (Franklin) as well 
as Brixx over in Meadowmont, 
where the menu listing for their 
Rustica reads like a laundry 
list of things The Eater adores 
— prosciutto, mushrooms, ar-
tichoke hearts, kalamata olives 
and roasted garlic.

If you’ve got a favorite you’d 
like to share, write The Eater at 
eats@carrborocitizen.com

Boxtropolis
While pizza is one of the 

most convenient foods, there 
is the problem of what to do 
with the box. They seem an aw-
fully bulky item to toss, and in 
certain dorm rooms and apart-
ments appear to mysteriously 
multiply.

There’s good news on that 
front, thanks to the folks at Or-
ange Recycling. A recent chat 
with a friend at OR reminds us 
that you can recycle your pizza 
boxes. It used to not be the 

case, but the cardboard market 
is up and as long as they aren’t 
globbed with cheese (a few sauce 
stains are OK) the boxes can 
be put in the cardboard bins. 
Please note that most spots in 
Orange County now have curb-
side cardboard recycling.

Three legs good
Can’t let pizza, cheese and 

recycling of boxes be mentioned 
without a shout-out to the Royal 
Paper Company of Coatesville, 
Penn. If they hadn’t come up 
with the little tripod that keeps 
the box lid from making con-
tact with the gooey cheese side 
of the pizza, many a box would 
be unrecyclable. (Hat tip to 
Henry Petroski for the 411 on 
the Royal Pizza Saver.)

Illustration by Phil Blank
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cryptoquote answer:
 Millions long for immortality who do not know what to do  

with  themselves on a rainy sunday afternoon 
. - Susan Ertz, Writer

in season

What’s at Market?

Check out what’s at the Carrboro 
Year-Round Farmers’ Market . . . 

Pumpkins, pac choy, flour, onions, garlic, arugula, beets, broccoli, 
Brussels sprouts, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, celeriac, celery, col-
lards, fresh herbs, kales, leeks, shitake mushrooms (weather depen-
dant), mustard greens, salad greens, spinach, sweet potatoes, turnips, 
turnip greens, winter squashes, pecans, maple sausage, smoked ham, 
smoked ham hocks, liverwurst, bacon, chicken, eggs, cow’s milk 
cheeses, breads, bread crumbs, pies, cakes, jams, and relishes.

Recipe of the Week
Baked Turnip Casserole
Recipe Provided by 
Market Shopper Ben Horner

Ingredients:
•	 Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
•	 Put a pot of water on to boil.
•	S alt the water once it is brought to 

a gentle boil.  You don’t need to be 
precise, but add enough salt so that 
you can taste it in the water.

•	A dd the turnips and boil until tender. 
•	D rain the turnips and return them to the pot.  

You want to make sure they are drained completely                       
so that you don’t have any standing water.  Once they are drained, 
begin to mash them.  

•	A dd the butter, milk, and salt.  I adjust salt and milk to desired 
texture and taste.

•	O nce mashed, pour into a casserole dish and top with bread 
crumbs and chopped pecans. *If desired, you can add cheddar 
cheese to the top or substitute it for the pecans.

•	 Cover with tin foil and place in the oven for about 20 minutes.
•	R emove tin foil after about 20 minutes to brown the top.
•	R emove from the oven and serve.

Saturday Market: 8 a.m. - Noon

thee ater

Land & Table Briefs

Dry Clean Warehouse
of Chapel Hill

More

coupons

online!
DCWcleaners.com

FREE! Dry Cleaning
Any One GArment
With Coupon • Limit one free garment 
per customer

* Excludes Suede, Leather, Down, Household and Specialty Items.

EVERYDAY DEALS: Any
Garment* No Minimum, No 
Limit $2.17 Prepaid +TAX

SAmE DAY SERVIcE
In by 8:30am Ready by 4pm

MON-SAT 

The Station at Homestead
2801 Homestead Rd
(Corner of Airport & Homestead Rds)929-6300

Cash & Checks gladly accepted

Environmentally Conscious Dry Cleaning

Walker BroWn Co.

roofing and
arChiteCtural

Sheet Metal

n.C general Contracting 
license #35623

walkerbrownroofing@hotmail.com
po box 187 • carrboro nc 27510
phone 942-0776 • fax 942-0729

roofS that Stand the teStS of tiMe

they should have called

Walker Brown.

PLANT program
The People Learning Agriculture Now for 

Tomorrow (PLANT) program, a farm enter-
prise incubator, is accepting applications for 
its second season, which begins in January.

The eight-week training program will be 
held Wednesdays from 6 to 9 p.m. in Janu-
ary and February at the Cooperative Exten-
sion Food Lab in Hillsborough. The series 
will introduce apprentice farmers to the basic 
how-to’s of small-scale vegetable and fruit 
production.

After the training, entrants can submit a 
business plan and farm enterprise plan to be 
evaluated by the program staff. If approved, 
the farmers will be able to lease land in acre 
increments at the WC Breeze Family Farm 
Agricultural Extension and Research Center 
in Northern Orange County. 

Registration is $100 for the full series. In-
dividual sessions are $15 and registration is 
required. For more information, visit www.
orangecountyfarms.org or call the Orange 
County Cooperative Extension Service at 
245-2050 or Orange County Agricultural 
Economic Development Coordinator at 245-
2330. Applications are due December 20.

Green biz grant
The North Carolina Board of Science & 

Technology will conduct an NC Green Busi-
ness Fund grant workshop at Central Caro-
lina Community College’s Chatham County 
Campus on Dec. 11 from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
in the Multipurpose Room, building 2, at 
the campus, 764 West St., Pittsboro. 

The workshop will feature presentations 
by the Small Business Center and Small 
Business Technology Development Center. 
It will provide information on the NC Green 
Business Fund, how to apply for a Fund 
award, and information on writing a Fund 
proposal.

For workshop information call 542-6495, 
ext. 202. For information on the NC Green 
Business Fund, call 716-0110.

Easy recycling
Beginning the week of Dec. 8, all cans, 

bottles, jugs and jars recycled at Orange 
County’s 10 drop off sites can be recycled to-
gether. Recyclers will no longer have to sepa-
rate each color of glass bottle, metal cans and 
plastic bottles, jugs and jars. Instead they can 
all be dumped together into the large blue 
recycling containers.  This change, known as 
“commingling” will also apply to 150 bars, 
restaurants and other businesses that are 
now part of the county’s commercial recy-
cling program. Commingling is thought to 

be more efficient and cost-effective given ad-
vances in recycling, as well as more likely to 
encourage recycling.

Holiday parade
The Chapel Hill Jaycees present this 

year’s Chapel Hill-Carrboro Holiday Pa-
rade Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon. The 
parade begins near Morehead Planetarium 
and will make its way down to the Carr-
boro Town Hall.

As a celebration of community spirit 
awards will be given for: Best of Parade, 
Most Original, Best Holiday Theme, Most 
Creative and Best Scout Troop. Come out 
and see the parade and show your commu-
nity and holiday spirit!

photo by Jo Shetley Lucas
Members of Carrboro Community Garden Club with one of five giant wreaths made for Town of 
Carrboro’s Town Hall
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for the record

Balancing our books
We knew at some point some elected of-

ficial would rise to make the case for a library 
for downtown Carrboro. We just didn’t know 
that person would be a member of the Chapel 
Hill Town Council.

That probably wasn’t council member Matt 
Czajkowski’s intention when he chimed in 
Monday night during discussions about the 
expansion of the Chapel Hill Public Library. 
With a budget crunch and the credit crisis 
making it an iffy year to issue new bonds, the 
council decided to put off financing expan-
sion at the Estes Drive location.

Noting the options, which include a 
proposal to start charging non-Chapel Hill 
residents between $60 and $100 annually to 
use the library, Czajkowski said it was high 
time to consider whether Chapel Hill should 
drop its long-standing policy of treating those 
from Carrboro and elsewhere the same as 
town residents.

Why, he asked, should Chapel Hillians 
subsidize people from Carrboro?

As several teachers have pointed out, one 
case against the fee is that it would be disrup-
tive because the school system, which makes 
use of the place, has students from both 
towns.

Another reason, brought up quickly 
and succinctly by Chapel Hill Town Man-
ager Roger Stancil, is that Orange County’s 
$250,000 in annual support is predicated on 
that open-door policy and would likely end 
if the fee is introduced. In the long run, the 
fee might make sense, Stancil said, but in the 
short term it would cost the town a quarter 
mil in annual support.

Czajkowski’s suggestion that the council 
consider the fee did not gain traction, but it 
did draw interest and one day could become 
part of the long-term solution for Chapel 
Hill’s library funding woes.

With that possibility on the horizon, it is 
even more important for the plans to move 
forward for a new downtown library in Car-
rboro. 

Chapel Hill has a wonderful facility, but 
the need for a new library to build on the ef-
forts at McDougle is overdue. We know from 
experience that a larger, more centrally located 
space would be welcomed. Because of the 
limited space at McDougle, 30,000 books are 
waiting in storage to be read. 

The big appeal of a downtown library 
in Carrboro would be greater accessibility, 
particularly by foot and bicycle, and the op-
portunity to integrate a key public space with 
a thriving downtown. Likewise, there are 
partnerships waiting with The ArtsCenter, the 
schools and the university.

Most importantly, as Chapel Hill’s ex-
perience has shown, there is a huge demand 
throughout southwestern Orange County 
for library services. It is time to rise to that 
challenge.

Kudos
Moses Carey stepped down from his 24-

year service on the Orange County Board 
of Commissioners last month — a lengthy 
career during which this county has almost 
doubled in population. His accomplishments 
on the board are many, and because of his 
work in health care he brought an important 
perspective to the board’s decision-making in 
how best to serve its citizens.

In addition to his hard work, Carey’s hu-
mor and good nature made the often tedious 
and, at times, exasperating tasks of crafting 
budgets and setting policy a bit more bear-
able for his colleagues and those with business 
before the board.

At a time when courtesy and politics seem 
an impossible mix, he proved it could be done 
and done well.
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Editor’s note: The following document was pre-
sented at the delegates’ assembly for the newly formed 
Orange County Organizing Committee. The as-
sembly, held last Sunday at Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church, brought together dozens of churches and oth-
er religious organizations along with elected officials 
and local social and housing service agencies to study a 
series of proposed strategies and actions aimed at im-
proving the social and economic well being of Orange 
County residents.

Over the past year, the Orange County Orga-
nizing Committee has engaged hundreds of people 
in conversations about the most pressing issues im-
pacting their families and the dreams they have for 
themselves and their communities. The problems 
that were felt most passionately and surfaced most 
consistently revolved around: health care, educa-
tion, living wages, immigrant families, affordable 
housing and the environment. Research Action 
Teams comprised of leaders from a diverse mix of 
faith, education and other non-profit institutions 
developed the following proposals after hundreds 
of hours of discernment and research in each area. 
The Vision Statements and Action Proposals that 
follow were adopted by the O.C.O.C. Steering 
Committee and will guide the organization’s ac-
tion agenda in the coming months.

Affordable housing
There is a severe affordable housing crisis in 

Orange County. Many renters cannot afford Fair 
Market Rent for a two-bedroom apartment. The 
crisis is particularly acute for renters in the Towns 
of Chapel Hill and Carrboro. Buying an affordable 
home is even more difficult. A large percentage 
of area families cannot afford a modestly priced 
house — one priced below 75 percent of the houses 
in the surrounding area. The otherwise considered 
“affordable stock” is rapidly eroded by attractive 
development plans that target families with high 
earnings. That is the case of the Glen Lennox pro-
posed development plans.

Critical to tackling this growing problem is the 
development of a clear understanding of the local 
market in terms of affordable rentals and affordable 
housing. Grassroots citizens must be part of the 
conversation with Developers and the Town Gov-
ernment about the way the town should and will 
look like. Solutions must be comprehensive and 
require the sustained collaboration among Orange 
County, Hillsborough, Carrboro and Chapel Hill 
and the University of North Carolina. Non-profit, 
for-profit and faith-based communities should be 
at the table of conversations. 

Actions: (1) Town of Chapel Hill should work 
closely with Glen Lennox residents to ensure the 

Neighborhood Conversation District designation 
process is completed, “affordability” is preserved 
and gentrification is avoided. 

(2) The Town of Chapel Hill should sponsor a 
comprehensive study of the affordable rental and 
homeownership market opportunities and threats 
in Chapel Hill in the next 10 years. 

Living wage
The shift in recent decades of North Carolina’s 

economy from a manufacturing economy to a 
more service-oriented one has eliminated many 
good jobs available to modestly educated people. 
This vacuum has left two types of jobs: high-pay-
ing jobs that require substantial education and 
low-paying jobs that require little education. As a 
result, there are increasing earning gaps in Orange 
County. In addition, due to the high cost of liv-
ing in Orange County, many people are unable to 
find a full-time job that pays enough to allow them 
to afford a modest rental unit or home within the 
community. 

In Orange County, the Fair Market Rent (FMR) 
for a two-bedroom apartment is $796. A unit is 
considered affordable if it costs no more than 30% 
of the renter’s income (US Dept. of Housing and 
Urban Development). To afford this level of rent, 
without paying more than 30 percent of income on 
housing, an Orange County household must earn 
$2,553.33 monthly or $31,840 annually. Assuming 
full-time work, this level of income translates into 
a Housing Wage of $15.31 (National Low Income 
Housing Coalition). A Housing Wage is defined as 
the minimum hourly wage that will allow a worker 
to afford the FMR in their community while pay-
ing less that 30% of their income for housing (Na-
tional Low Income Housing Coalition). 

In Orange County, a minimum wage worker 
earns an hourly wage of $6.15. In order to afford 
the FMR for a two-bedroom apartment, a mini-
mum wage earner must work 100 hours per week, 
year-round or a household must include 2.5 mini-
mum wage earners working full-time. In Orange 
County, the estimated average wage for a renter is 
$10.21 per hour (National Low Income Housing 
Coalition). To afford the FRM for a two-bedroom 
apartment at this wage, a renter must work 60 
yours per week year-round or, working 40 hours 
per week year-round, a household must include 1.5 
worker(s) earning this wage.

Actions: (1) The Town of Chapel Hill should 
consider adopting a Housing Wage policy covering 
all full time employees and contracted workers. 

(2) The Town of Carrboro and the Orange 
County Board of Commissioners should consider 
reviewing their current wage policies for full time 
employees to ensure compliance with the proposed 

Orange County Housing Wage rate.

Immigrant families and health 
care

Several occupants of area apartments (majority 
immigrants) have reported living in substandard 
housing conditions and in some cases the landlords 
have taken advantage of them. Apartments are of-
ten found in violation of the minimum housing 
code. The cost of repairs is sometimes passed onto 
already economically challenged tenants. 

Actions: The Orange County Organizing 
Committee calls the Mayor of Carrboro to work 
with O.C.O.C. to create a Task Force that will deal 
with these issues in a comprehensive and system-
atic manner. 

Environmental justice 
We believe that no community should bear the 

disproportionate risk and impact of environmental 
policies in Orange County. O.C.O.C. has joined 
forces with the Rogers-Eubanks Neighborhood 
Association (RENA/Coalition to End Environ-
mental Racism (CEER) to reverse the decision of 
the Orange County Board of County Commis-
sioners (BOCC) to place a regional solid waste 
transfer station (SWTS) in the Rogers-Eubanks 
community. 

Action: The Orange County Organizing Com-
mittee calls for the placement of the solid waste 
transfer station outside the Rogers-Eubanks com-
munity. 

Education
The Achievement Gap for children in the Cha-

pel Hill/Carrboro schools has been discussed by 
many of the families connected with our organiza-
tion. Achievement disparities among students are 
better tackled when School Districts work closely 
with diverse, organized parents and students. 
There is a rich history of community involvement 
in education in this area. However, a vehicle is not 
in place that unites parents of different languages 
and ethnicities to work for a better education. The 
coming together of diverse sectors of the commu-
nity is a critical first step in the work of creating 
a common agenda that supports public education, 
while developing accountability between schools 
and the community.

Action: The Orange County Organizing Com-
mittee will work towards bringing all interested 
constituencies together. All groups will develop a 
joint sense of their common interest and history 
and will work to develop a joint set of priorities and 
strategies that will later be tested in public conver-
sation with the local School Boards.

Chris Fitzsimon

For the past eight years, Kiplinger 
Personal Finance magazine has named 
UNC the best value in public higher 
education in its annual rankings of 
universities, based on a combination 
of quality and affordability.

That might lead you to believe that 
North Carolina is among the nation’s 
leaders in making higher education 
affordable. After all, the state consti-
tution says that a higher education 
shall be provided to all its citizens as 
“free as practicable.”

A national report released this week 
by The National Center for Public Pol-
icy and Higher Education has a differ-
ent take on access to higher education 
in the state. The group gives North 
Carolina an “F” for affordability, one 
of six categories in its 2008 State Re-
port Card on Higher Education.

The study says that the share of 
family income needed to pay for high-
er education has risen significantly, 
even after taking financial-aid pro-
grams into account. That can’t make 
the group’s board chair very happy, 
considering it is former North Caro-
lina Gov. Jim Hunt. Hunt says that 
higher education is becoming a “road-
block, not a gateway” for poor and 
middle-class students.

The state fared better in other cat-
egories, like the percentage of college 
students that graduate in six years 
and getting students ready to attend 
a university or community college. 
The study points out that only 16 per-
cent of African-Americans in North 
Carolina who are 25 and older have a 
bachelor’s degree, while 30 percent of 
their white counterparts do.

And North Carolina is not alone. 
Every state except California flunked 
the affordability test, and the report’s 
conclusion is that, overall, states are 
making little progress in making it 
possible for families to send their 
children to college and helping them 
stay enrolled and graduate once they 
get there.

These troubling findings come as 
states face massive budget problems. 
North Carolina’s budget shortfall 
next year could reach $3 billion. 
Governor-elect Beverly Perdue prom-
ised during the campaign to make 
community college free for qualify-
ing students, though she has said that 
the program will be delayed because 
of the state budget crisis.

The proposed responses to the bud-
get shortfall won’t make it any easier 
for families. The Board of Trustees of 
UNC recently voted to raise tuition 
6.5 percent and fees another 4.4 per-

cent. Other campuses are expected 
to follow suit, charging families more 
at exactly the time when they are less 
able to pay it.

Most of the coverage of the nation-
al report didn’t talk much about one 
fundamental problem implicit in the 
findings, that family incomes have not 
kept pace with inflation or tuition in-
creases. And more families have fallen 
into poverty after layoffs or struggles 
with major health costs.

More people are poor or teetering 
on the edge of poverty, meaning that 
college expenses are a much larger 
share of income for thousands of 
families, in many cases a share they 
cannot pay.

The report is another message 
that lawmakers should not make 
deep cuts to human services to bal-
ance next year’s budget. That would 
make poverty worse and put higher 
education even further out of reach 
for many families.

Perdue ought to speak out against 
tuition increases too. Money for in-
creased enrollments at UNC cam-
puses and community colleges must 
be found elsewhere – from new rev-
enue sources and redirecting other 
funding.

Almost $100 million of taxpayer 
money goes to private colleges ev-

ery year through two programs, the 
State Contractual Scholarship Funds, 
which is need-based, and the North 
Carolina Legislative Tuition Grant, 
which is not.

The state gives $1,950 every year 
to a private college or university for 
every North Carolina student who 
attends, whether they need help with 
tuition or not. That part of the pri-
vate-college subsidy cost $55 million 
in 2008 and went to small, modest 
schools and wealthy schools alike.

Duke received $1.7 million of 
state taxpayer money in the last fiscal 
year, Campbell just over $5 million. 
Gardner-Webb received $3 million 
from state coffers, Mount Olive Col-
lege almost $3.5 million.

Giving $100 million of public 
money to private colleges doesn’t make 
much sense when UNC is raising tu-
ition and fees for in-state students and 
public higher education is already un-
affordable for many families.

Virtually every state politician 
has pledged to make more college 
more accessible for North Carolina 
students. That ought to happen next 
year, budget crisis or not.

Chris Fitzsimon is the director of 
NC Policy Watch.

Action Agenda for the Common Good

Not so affordable college
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RECENTLY
from page 1

State Sen. Ellie Kinnaird said, “This is one or-
ganization that works on every level for fami-
lies. Their folks aren’t in trouble with their loans 
— they were well educated on the econom-
ics of buying a home” through homebuyers’ 
education classes offered at EmPOWERment. 
“North Carolina is way ahead of other states 
because of our work on predatory lending and 
other pitfalls for those easily led into a shady 
deal,” and because of caring people like Bailey 
and her staff, which includes Deanna Carson, 
director of community programs; Timberly 
Cheek, property manager; Jacqueline Mayo, 
financial manager; and Tom Ganter, construc-
tion manager.

“Everybody cares about EmPOWERment, 
including the man in charge of $2 billion a year 
while leading the university,” said Aaron Nel-
son, the master of ceremonies, as he introduced 
UNC Chancellor Holden Thorp. “He’s sitting 
in the corner playing the piano, showing how 
much he cares.” 

Indeed, since guests first started trickling 
in, Thorp had flawlessly tickled the ivories in 
accompaniment of singer Terri Houston, never 
hitting a wrong note even when guests ambled 
over to speak to him.

Thorp was happy to chime in with kudos 
for Bailey. “Like everybody else here, I’m a 
member of the Delores Bailey fan club,” he be-
gan. “A primary objective of the university is 
to make Chapel Hill-Carrboro the best place 
for students, staff and faculty to live and work 
and we can’t do that unless organizations like 
EmPOWERment are successful.” 

Besides helping people get into homes, Em-
POWERment helps them get started in busi-
ness through its business incubator, where 
jeweler Karl Linger, now a member of the 
EmPOWERment board of directors, got his 
start after moving to Chapel Hill. He shared 
his story, concluding with, “It was a wonder-
ful experience in the business center. Whatever 
you do in this room, whatever you give, that 
woman and her staff will make sure it goes to 
the right place.” 

Chapel Hill Police Chief Brian Curran 
spoke of the collaboration with Bailey through 
the Good Neighbor Initiative. “She has worked 
with us as partners to make the neighborhood 
a better place to be. EmPOWERment has been 
very positive for Chapel Hill.”

The live auction brought more than kudos 
for Bailey. She led the way in bidding for the 
last item, a computer system. She pushed the 
bids past its value in a heated attempt to make 
it hers, until she was finally outbid, but —sur-
prise, surprise — her last competitor was Na-
thaniel Dickerson, an uncle, who bid on it to 
give to her.

A few days later, Bailey’s gratitude extended 
beyond her uncle to all who donated — be it 
money, time or auction items. 

“We raised about $21,000 total,” she said, 
noting that it was below the goal. “We’re ap-
preciative of all that was given, but the doors 
are still open until Dec. 31. We’re hopeful of 
making it to our goal of $25,000. The giving 
can continue!”

Make donations at empowerment-inc.org or by 
calling 967-8779. Contact Valarie Schwartz at 
923-3746 or valariekays@mac.com.

carey
from page 1

“I learned a lot in that pro-
cess. I’m not saying I wouldn’t 
have done it had I known the 
outcome was going to be the 
same. I just couldn’t convince 
the people in this community 
that having two school systems 
in this small of a community 
with such a funding difference 
was a social-justice issue,” he 
said, adding that he might have 
approached it from a different 
angle if he’d known he would 
have met such opposition. 

Despite all the controversy, 
Carey notes that the county’s 
social-justice goal, as well as its 
Department of Human Rights 
and Relations, came out of the 
defeated proposal. 

“Good things do come out 
of failed packages,” he said. 

While he won’t miss the 
night meetings that come with 
the job, Carey will miss his in-
volvement with the people of 
county government. 

“I’ve learned so much from 
the input that we get from the 
public and the opportunity to 
work with talented people.... 

You meet a lot of great people 
over the years. That’s one of the 
things I’ll miss.” 

But, he reiterated, he will stay 
involved in the community. 

“Retiring around here doesn’t 
mean that you go home and sit 
on the porch.”

A new board
Carey’s retirement marks the 

end of one chapter of county 
government and the opening of 
another as three new members 
join the board, expanding the 
commission from five to seven 
members.

With Carey’s retirement and 
the expansion, the board is in a 
period of adjustment and tran-
sition, Commissioner Barry Ja-
cobs said.

“Moses is a good-spirited, 
good-humored, people-oriented 
person with a lot of common 
sense and a willingness to try and 
work through problems to solu-
tions,” Jacobs said. “Government 
doesn’t always come up with so-
lutions that satisfy everybody, 
and Moses understands that.”

Jacobs and Commissioner 
Alice Gordon are the only board 
members who have served more 
than one term on the board. 

“I think we’re going to have 
to make more of an effort to put 
things in historical perspective,” 
Jacobs said. “The new members 
are intelligent and well-informed 
and seem to be geared to do the 
work, but it’s different than hav-
ing somebody sitting there who’s 
seen the same problem two or 
three times.

“That will be an adjustment 
we all have to make. The dan-
ger is that we see the present in 
a vacuum.”

As for the challenges the new 
board faces, Carey believes financ-
ing will be the most difficult. 

“The board has more demand 
for resources than the resources 
are available,” he said. The pub-
lic’s desire for services isn’t con-
sistent with its willingness to be 
taxed, Carey added, noting the 
defeat of the land transfer tax on 
the ballot in May. 

“Had that passed, the board 
would’ve been in a much better 
position to finance some of the 
things that are going to be need-
ed,” he said. 

While he’s seen a range of eco-
nomic climates over the course 
of his tenure on the board, Carey 
said, “I don’t think any has been 
this serious.” 

WASTE
from page 1

“I don’t think it’s an ideal site, 
but it could accommodate the 
transfer station,” she said of the 
manager’s recommended site.

Pelissier said the discussions 
about the county’s solid waste is-
sues shouldn’t stop once a site for 
the station is chosen.

“We have to deal with what we 
have on the table,” she said, “but 
this should not be the end point.”

Commissioner Barry Jacobs 
agreed. The county, he said, 
needs to develop a “financial 
master plan” as well as a strat-
egy for handling waste. With 
recycling markets collapsing 
due to the economic slowdown, 
new state rules and funding 
needed for the transfer station 
the county will face growing 
expenses to handle solid waste, 
he said.

Jacobs said he sees both sides 
of the argument on the N.C. 
54 site. With Hillsborough pre-

pared to block sites near town, 
it is not likely that any of the 
smaller sites near the interstate 
are possible.

“On the flip side, [the N.C. 
54 site] is pretty far from where 
the waste is being generated,” 
he said.

The board is scheduled to 
take up the waste transfer site 
mid-way through its meeting at 
the Southern Human Services 
Center. The meeting starts at 
7:30 p.m. Thursday.
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COUNCIL
from page 1

As part of a traffic signal up-
grade project, Neppali said his de-
partment plans to install bicycle 
activation loops at 42 intersections 
starting in the summer of 2009, 
but a source for funding hasn’t 
been found yet. The project will 
also convert all pedestrian cross-
ing signals to countdown timers, 
like the ones used in downtown 
Chapel Hill, starting in April.

Future projects, he said, in-
clude sidewalks and bicycle lanes 
on both sides of Weaver Dairy 
Road, with construction starting 
in January 2010, and sidewalks 
and bicycle lanes on both sides 
of South Columbia Street from 
Manning Drive to Purefoy Road, 
including a center turn lane, with 
construction starting next fall.

In addition to these town 
projects, the university plans ma-
jor bicycle and pedestrian safety 
improvements to the intersec-
tion of Fordham Boulevard and 
Manning Drive in the next two 
months, including a crosswalk 
and a pedestrian crossing signal 

with a countdown timer on Ford-
ham Boulevard, a “Stop Ahead 
When Flashing” beacon on Ford-
ham Boulevard at Manning Drive 
and bicycle-activated traffic-signal 
loops on Manning Drive.

The university also plans to 
add crosswalks and countdown 
pedestrian signals at the intersec-
tion of Fordham Boulevard and 
Old Mason Farm Road.

In other action, the council 
passed a resolution in support 
of civil marriage for the gay 
community, similar to the one 
adopted last week by the Town 
of Carrboro. The resolution was 
brought before the council by 
local teacher Tom Greene. 

“As a gay man from West-
ern North Carolina, my partner 
Adam and I specifically chose the 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro area to set-
tle down and put down our roots, 
because we knew in this town we 
would at least be treated as hu-
man beings, deserving rights and 
responsibilities in the commu-
nity,” Greene said.

Council Member Mark 
Kleinschmidt thanked Greene 
for bringing the matter to the 
council. He said similar resolu-

tions are being considered across 
the country. 

“Many of my friends who are 
openly gay and in public office 
in California of course are very 
disappointed,” Kleinschmidt 
said. “And I shared with them 
this weekend how I wept, as 
they did, when Prop. 8 passed. 
But there is a silver lining that 
has been discovered in this af-
termath, and that is this new 
energy.” 

Also at the meeting, Brook-
line, Mass.-based artist, urban 
planner and landscape designer 
Mikyoung Kim presented the 
final design for public art at 140 
West Franklin St. 

The inspiration of the piece, 
called “Exhale,” comes from the 
shape and form of fog. Fog and 
blue LED light will emanate 
from a series of perforated, fold-
ed, stainless-steel screens that 
will form the shape of a low fog 
cloud. Kim said the piece will 
only release fog when there’s 
rainwater to convert to fog. 

“It’s actually a piece that ex-
udes fog when there is water and 
then creates a reminiscence of fog 
when there is not,” Kim said.

Support your 
local advertiser.
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Honors chorus
McDougle Middle School student Fiona Cun-

ningham and Phillips Middle School student Troy 
Mitchell participated in this year’s State Honors 
Chorus. The students were selected from more than 
1,200 singers statewide. 

The Honors Chorus was held Nov. 8 and 9 in 
Winston-Salem. The group performed a concert in 
conjunction with the North Carolina Music Educa-
tors Association Conference. 

Excellent teacher
McDougle Middle School teacher Janet Ploghoft 

was named a 2008 Teacher of Excellence by the Ex-
ceptional Children Division of the North Carolina 
Department of Public Instruction. 

She was recognized last month at an awards ceremo-
ny at the Koury Convention Center in Greensboro. 

Read In Day
McDougle Elementary School will host an Afri-

can-American Read In Day on Jan. 16. 
The event, sponsored by the National Council of 

Teachers of English, focuses on literacy and black lit-
erary culture. A number of school administrators and 
other community members are expected to read to 
students from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Honor students
Several UNC students from Chapel Hill and Car-

rboro were recently inducted into Phi Beta Kappa, 
the nation’s oldest and best-known academic honor 
society. 

The society is open to students who have complet-
ed 75 hours of course work and have a grade point 
average of 3.85 or better on a 4-point scale, and those 
who have completed 105 hours of course work and 
have a grade point average of 3.75. Less than 1 per-
cent of all college students are eligible.

Local inductees include: 
• Megan Kathleen Bookhout, daughter of David 

and Lynne Bookhout of Chapel Hill;
• Vivek Ram Chilukuri, son of Mohan and Vani 

Chilukuri of Chapel Hill;
• Matthew Joseph Garza of Chapel Hill;
• Margaret Katherine Hayslip, daughter of War-

ren and Margaret Hayslip of Carrboro;
• Jacob Aaron Mader, son of John and Anne Mad-

er of Chapel Hill;
• Kelly Marie Shackelford, daughter of Doug and 

Ann Shackelford of Chapel Hill; and
• Amy Christine Stelling, daughter of William 

and Judith Stelling of Chapel Hill. 

Winter concert
The East Chapel Hill High School Choral De-

partment will present its annual Winter Concert at 
7:30 p.m. Friday at East Chapel Hill High. 

The concert will feature the East Ensemble, Tre-
ble Ensemble, East Men, Concert Choir, Alley Cats, 
Chiefs of Staff and Show Choir. Several guest instru-
mentalists will perform, including Anita Burroughs-
Price, principal harpist with the North Carolina 
Symphony. 

Tickets are $5 and can be purchased at the door.

Special needs talk
Susan Paul from the ARC of Orange County will 

speak about the many programs available for special-
needs children and their families on Tuesday from 
7 to 9 p.m. at the Carolina Center for Educational 

Excellence on the Smith Middle School campus. 
The event is sponsored by the Special Education 

PTA and is free and open to those who have an inter-
est in learning more about special-needs issues.

For more information, email info@septa-chcnc.
org

Learning Europe
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools has been 

awarded a grant from the European Union (EU) for 
2009. 

The award, about $86,000, will fund “Getting 
to Know Europe” activities, such as Smith Middle 
School’s Belgian exchange program, Chapel Hill High 
School’s exchange program to Normandy, district 
middle school geography courses for Europe Day in 
May and professional development for EU learning. 

The district hopes the grant will help faculty, stu-
dents and community members gain a greater un-
derstanding of the EU and the connections between 
North Carolina and the EU.
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Chapel Hill-Carrboro School 
Lunch Menus

Dec 12 — 18

Elementary
Friday — Cheese pizza; Pepperoni 
pizza; Sloppy joe on a bun; Garden 
salad; Green beans; Chilled applesauce
Monday — Chicken nuggets with wheat 
roll; Beef taco with salsa; Spanish rice; 
Sweet yellow corn; Fresh apple halves
Tuesday — Pork egg roll; Mozzarella 
cheese sticks with marinara dipping sauce; 
“Fun on the Run”; Brown rice pilaf; Asian 
mixed vegetables; Chilled apricots
Wednesday — Cheese pizza; Peppero-
ni pizza; Chicken salad with crackers, let-
tuce and tomato; Carrot and celery sticks; 
Steamed broccoli; Fresh banana
Thursday — Turkey, dressing and gra-
vy; “Fun on the Run”; Mashed potatoes; 
Sweet potato casserole; Seasoned green 
beans; Cherry cobbler

Middle & High
Friday — Spaghetti and meat sauce with 
garlic bread; Corn dog; California mixed 
vegetables; Corn on the cob; Banana pud-
ding
Monday — Double cheeseburger with 
lettuce and tomato; Fish sticks with 
wheat roll; Tater tots; Peas and carrots; 
Fresh apple
Tuesday — Three-cheese rotini with 
garlic bread; Chicken fajitas with salsa 
and sour cream; Vegetable rice; Steamed 
broccoli; Chilled peaches
Wednesday — Chicken patty sand-
wich with cheese; Baked potato with meat 
and cheese and wheat roll; Traditional 
mixed vegetables; Chilled pineapple tid-
bits; Chocolate pudding
Thursday — Roast turkey with dressing 
and gravy; Sweet potato casserole; Mashed 
potatoes; Seasoned green beans; Cherry 
cobbler

School Briefs

A MoM And PoP oPerAtion in downtown CArrboro

daily special: sub combo
sub, chips and drink $8 includes tax

SAndwiCheS & SideS in the urbAn/euro deli trAdition
919.967.2185 • Main and Greensboro: next to open eye
Mon – Fri: 11am – 7pm • Sat: 11am-4pm • nealsdeli.com

Southern Caribbean  Cruise
on the Queen Mary II
11 days and 10 nights
starting November 30,
2009

Price includes airfare
and much more.
For more information,
contact

Clif f  Larsen  at  919-929-9436
Cruise hosted by Grand American Tours and Cruises

Frank Heath

This year’s title	
all the more impressive

This weekend in Cary, the UNC women’s soccer 
team won the NCAA national championship, beat-
ing Notre Dame 2-1 in a Top 5 battle. For me, few 
things in sports hold quite the same reassurance that 
the universe may still be in alignment as this news.

UNC soccer is sometimes called a dynasty, but 
in truth it’s been years since Carolina could rou-
tinely breeze through the season, or even through 
a week, unchallenged. This fall, it had been the 
Irish who held down the national top spot from 
the gate, and who looked like the odds-on favorites 
to steamroll through the tournament.

The fact that the field for women’s soccer has 
been more or less level for a decade now, makes 
it all the more impressive that the Tar Heels have 
maintained the consistent fight that allows them 
to remain stubbornly among the national Top 5 
and reach the late rounds of the tournament each 
year. Sunday marked UNC’s fourth championship 
since 2000 – even a billion-dollar enterprise like 
Carolina basketball has trouble doing that.

Making this year’s title even more impressive is 
that the Heels had to play from behind in the final, 
after Notre Dame scored “the fastest goal in school 
history,” 16 seconds into the match. That’s gotta 
put a crimp in your style; but Carolina showed its 
mental toughness and will to win by then shutting 
down the country’s top-ranked, undefeated team 
for the next 89-plus minutes.

Junior Casey Nogueira’s two second-half goals 
— her 24th and 25th of the season — provided 
the extra punch that delivered Carolina from “just 
another” second-place finish. It was Carolina’s 
19th NCAA championship in 27 years. In Friday’s 
semis, senior Yael Averbuch, Carolina’s All-Ameri-

can at midfielder, had lifted Carolina to a 1-0 win 
over UCLA, scoring the game’s only goal on a pen-
alty kick.

Under coach Anson Dorrance, UNC is now 
648-32- since 1979, with 20 national titles in 28 
years. With Nogueira and a host of other talented 
juniors, sophs and freshmen returning next season, 
it shouldn’t surprise anyone if Carolina ends up 
back in the same place, playing for the national ti-
tle, a year from now. But as this team is fully aware, 

it will be hard work and dedication, not inevitabil-
ity, that will bring them there.

Bowling
Moving to football, Carolina’s spot in the cov-

eted Meineke Car Care Bowl, formerly the Conti-
nental Tire Bowl, leaves some UNC fans tepid, as 
before late-season losses against old-school confer-
ence foes Maryland and N.C. State some Tar Heel 
faithful were reportedly hoarding oranges. 

Is it just me, or does the wholesale shift to bowls 
named for corporate sponsors drain all the mys-
tique away from the process of getting into and 
playing a bowl? At one time, a bowl game was 
something you could taste, smell, feel or fear (Sug-
ar, Orange, Rose, Liberty, Gator), with the general 
rule being that the better it smelled or tasted, the 
better a bowl it was; and the bowls took place in 
locations that fans could recognize as a happy des-
tination. This certainly did not include Charlotte, 
N.C. — especially not back then.

Now, well, anyway, can anyone even remember 
what the Papajohns.com Bowl was called last year?

Put it this way, there’s something ironic to me 
in the fact that Carolina, after Butch Davis’ second 
season, is playing a bowl game against a Big East 
opponent in Charlotte – the same thing that hap-
pened after John Bunting’s fourth season!

The Tar Heels did a great job for most of this sea-
son, there’s no doubt, taking out several legit pro-
grams including Notre Dame – a thing I thought 
I’d never see. But based on the Heels’ lackluster 
41-10 humbling at the hands of State, all has not 
been figured out yet. The mid-season loss to injury 
of Carolina’s incomparable wide receiver/returner 
Brandon Tate eventually became a crippler. 

Basketball in balance
The UNC men’s basketball team, on the other 

hand, has restored a balance that felt off kilter the 

afternoon that Carolina played Maryland in foot-
ball and Penn in basketball. Heels fans were not 
quite sure which sport was the more important to 
focus on, and the end result for most was a less-
than-satisfying flipping back and forth. 

After eight games, this basketball team looks as 
complete and naturally balanced as any in recent 
memory.

I like the way Bobby Frasor looks when he plays 
defense; the way Wayne Ellington appears com-
fortable and not impatient out there, even though 
there has been less emphasis on his offense so far; 
and the way the freshman Ed Davis provides new 
tenacity and athleticism underneath as a rebounder 
and on defense. Drew “II” shows some defensive 
presence out front and a smooth confidence with 
the ball. And of course one can’t find enough su-
perlatives for the extraordinary play of Lawson and 
of Tyler, who should at least have a street or some-
thing named for him here.

Assuming there are no more major injuries, the 
only question that is perhaps worth asking is wheth-
er Carolina will have what it takes to rise to “that” 
moment and finally lay to rest the demons from 
their collapses during two straight NCAA tourna-
ments. The pressure of the moment in NCAA play 
– which resulted in stretches where the Heels lost 
their heads and, subsequently, the most important 
games of their careers (twice) – isn’t practice-able. 
Carolina may lose a game or two this season, but 
the biggest, most legit concern for this team is go-
ing to be how they will react and perform under 
that ultimate pressure. That make-or-break mo-
ment will come for these Heels, and the challenge 
of the rest of the year will be doing everything they 
can to prepare their confidence and mind-set for 
that moment.

This will be a memorable season, providing fans 
with the privilege of watching a college team ex-
tremely advanced in its understanding of a basket-
ball system, and with a lot of weapons. It already is.

Sports : unc notes

CHCCS Celebrates 100 years

photo courtesy chapel hill-carrboro city schools
The Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools marks its 100-year anniversary on May 4, 2009 and will feature 
commemorative events throughout the school year. Pictured above is a photo taken at the 1959 Chapel Hill 
High New Year’s Dance.

photo courtesy unc athletics
Junior Casey Nogueira buried two goals in the 
second half to send Notre Dame home and deliver 
UNC’s 19th NCAA championship in 27 years.
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RATES FOR CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING

$5.00/issue for up to 15 words. Words over 15: 
$0.35/word/issue. Place your classified ad online 
until MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

real estate & classifieds

102 E. MAIN STREET, CARRBORO 
919.929.6881

tylerstaproom.com/carrboro

210 West Main, Carrboro 919-932-7993

2706 DUR-CH Blvd. 919-342-5966

rareearthbeads.com

Affordable Beading!
Bead shop + Classes + Huge selection of
Semi-precious beads + Swarovski Crystals 

and Pearls and more!

We donate 100% 
of our profits to 
local nonprofit 
organizations
919-932-1990
communityrealtync.com

Community 
Realty

212 West Main Street, Carrboro
(919) 942-4048  www.nccraftsgallery.com

Monday - Saturday 10aM - 6pM  Sunday 1 - 4pM

Hundreds of Handmade

Christmas Tree Ornaments
The Framer’s Corner, Inc
Distinctive, museum quality picture frame design

Est. 1981
Full Service Frame Shop
919-929-3166

M-F 10am - 6pm Sat 10am-2pm 108 W. Main Street

framerscorner.com

Do Your Christmas 
Shopping at The 
Clay Centre Gallery!

The Clay CentreThe Clay Centre

Two blocks north of Main Street in Carrboro
402 Lloyd Street, 967-0314  www.claycentre.com

M-F 10am-4pm
Sat. by appt.

Great Gifts - Wonderful Vintage
Locally Made Goods

Glamorous Party Wear

more info and holiday ideas at

Shop Local. Buy Local.

holiday gift certificates:
just call & we’ll do the rest
919-967-0078  Chapel Hill, NC

www.NicheGardens.com

GardensNiche
h

NOW 
OPEN!

Take a walking tour of Carrboro
this holiday season … shopping, 

dining out, entertainment
and holiday fun … and keep your 
dollars in our local community.

408 W. Weaver St  919-929-1199
M-F 9-6 • WED 9-8 • SA 9-5

Visit our Christmas Corner!

Carr Mill Mall
fashion ~ unique gifts ~ galleries ~ jewelry

dining ~ specialty foods ~ fine fabrics

200 north greensboro street in carrboro
 at the corner of weaver street ~ carrmillmall.com

Apartments 
for Rent

Come Home for the Holidays 
to Abbey Court, we offer 1, 2 
and 3 bedroom condos start-
ing at $550. 2 months free 
rent on 2 bdrm. w/13 month 
lease! Come check us out to-
day! ww.tarheelcos.com EHO. 
919/929-2220 

Homes for Sale

contemporary Ranch with 
pond frontage! Nice home on 
large lot-many decks & patios. 
Vaulted ceilings, beautiful wood 
floors, stone fireplace. Lower lvl 
retrofitted w/bedrooms & den. 
Tons of space! $380,000 929-
5658 

Cool contemporary off 
Smith Level Rd. Custom details 
thru-out. Top of the line kitchen. 
Amazing screened porch. Spa-
cious master suite w/steam 
shower in bath. Lower level, 1BR 
apt. $535,000. Weaver Street 
Realty. 929-5658 

custom arts & crafts home 
on 4.5 ac. Handcrafted features 
galore: door handles, copper & 
tile countertops in kitchen, cop-
per spindles on staircase, dis-
play shelves, original pottery 
sinks. Minutes to UNC. $455,000 
Weaver Street Realty 929-5658 

hilltop retreat Original Dwell 
Home on 9ac adjoining Jordan 
Lake land. 70+ windows bring 
the beauty of nature indoors. 
High-end details. Classic mod-
ern design. $545,000 Weaver 
Street Realty 929-5658 

Land for Sale

90 acre Magical farm with 
pastures, woodlands, pond, or-
chard, organic gardens, livestock 
barn, pole shed, workshop & a 
tidy solar cottage w/a studio apt. 
$665,000 Weaver Street Realty 
929-5658 

CONVENIENT to Carrboro-
Chapel Hill. Large wooded acre 
plus subdivision lots. Scenic hills, 
creeks, walking trails, County 
water, great value from $65,000 
John Coffey 942-2116 

Help Wanted

Web Intern Needed The Carr-
boro Citizen is looking for some-
one to assist us in creating mul-
timedia projects, web design 
and blogging. Experience with 
HTML, CSS and Word Press 
preferred. Send email to edi-
tor@carrborocitizen.com. 

Cool Job in Online Advertising 
Blogads hiring assistant strate-
gist to support PerezHilton.com 
ad-sales team. Responsibili-
ties: research, ad scheduling, 
proposals, contracts. Desired: 
interest in technology, media/ 
entertainment industries, online 
advertising. Must be meticu-
lous, organized, communicate 
coherently/ concisely. Send re-
sume and brief cover letter ex-
plaining fit to nicole@blogads.
com. 

Home Improvement

Free! In-home consultation 
on your remodeling/ addition/ 
home renovation project from 
one of Carrboro’s most respect-
ed design studios. Limited time 
offer, new clients only. BellaDo-
mus.com 932-7525 

Services

TOO BUSY TO DECORATE for the 
holidays? Call Helping Hands 
and we will put up holiday deco-
rations for you - both inside AND 
outside. 919-357-7713 

Low Fee Counseling/Thera-
py Individuals, Couples, Fami-
lies Experienced psychothera-
pist Stephanie Ladd, MFTA (919) 
883-9093 stephanie@saladd.
com 

Place YOUR ad 24/7 at 
www.carrborocitizen.com/classifieds!!

FREE 
WEB

LISTING!

Your classified ad
will be published 

on our high-traffic 
website just as it 

appears in the printed 
version of  The 

Carrboro Citizen
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FLORA
from page 1

I recall a mountain 
wildflower excursion 
several years ago into a 
forest frequented by a 
local herb gatherer. Many 
of the trunks of the witch 
hazels had been stripped 
bare of the bark for 
sale to the drug indus-
try. Such girdling of the 
trunks was not good for 
the trees, but fortunately 
the species does have the 
characteristic of respond-
ing with stump sprouts 
that in time can become 
vigorous plants.

I most frequently en-
counter wild witch hazels 
growing on tree-shaded 
creek bluffs, where they 
flower only sparingly. 
However, I remember 
years ago seeing a witch 
hazel on a mountain valley 
creek bank in full sun that 
was a spectacular blaze of 
yellow flowers!

Witch hazels make 
fine garden plants. Most 
gardeners prefer the 
gaudier-flowered cultivars 
of Hamamelis x intermedia, 
a hybrid between Chinese 

witch hazel, H. mollis, and 
Japanese witch hazel, H. 
japonica, which are appeal-
ing February and March 
flowering shrubs.

My personal favorite for 
the garden is our common 
small-tree witch hazel, 
which grows well in shade 
or full sun; but remember, 

the more sun, the more 
flowers, and this beauty re-
wards you with flowers in 
November and December. 

For a welcome break 
from holiday prepara-
tion stress, take a walking 
break in search of the 
witch hazel along some 
local creek bank.

A thousand words  by Jock Lauterer
Do you have an important old photo that you value? Send your 300 dpi scan to 
jock@email.unc.edu and include the story behind the picture. 
Because every picture tells a story. And its worth? A thousand words.

Photo by ken moore
Flowers of witch hazel can be difficult to see in the winter woods.

C.H.O.

SHOP MONDAY – SATURDAY: 10 AM – 9 PM | SUNDAY 1 – 6PM

201 SOUTH ESTES DRIVE | CHAPEL HILL | 919.967.6934

WWW.UNIVERSITYMALLNC.COM

Look for this symbol while you shop.
It shows you are shopping a Chapel Hill Original!

For Event details visit:
www.universitymallnc.com or drop by
our new Customer Service near Roses.

UNIVERSITYMALL
INVITES YOUTO
DISCOVER HOLIDAY
SHOPPINGTHAT IS
MORE CIVILIZED.

This holiday season, discover a more civilized
way to enjoy the season of giving. Here are a
few ways you can make your season so much
brighter with a visit to University Mall.

SANTA IS HERE! Now through December 24.
Monday – Friday, 3-7 p.m. Saturday, 11-7 p.m.
Sunday, 1-5 p.m. Instant color photos available.
Special group rates for schools.

YOUR VISIT WITH SANTA IS A GIVING
EXPERIENCE AS WELL. For each photo taken
with Santa, University Mall will donate $1 to
the UNC Children’s Hospital. (Special thanks
to our friends at WCHL.)

PAWS WITH CLAUS. Pet Day with Santa!
Sunday, December 14. 1-5 p.m. Bring your
properly restrained pets for your photo
opportunity.

SANTA AND RAMSES. December 15. 3-7 p.m.
Of course, Santa is a Tar Heel! Come have your
pictures taken with Santa and Ramses, the
official UNC mascot. Santa will be donning his
Carolina Blue suit just for this special photo
opportunity!

“AN EVENING WITH”Music and Cultural Arts
Series. Ends December 20. 5-7 p.m.

SOUNDS OF THE SEASON. Hear local musical
groups of all types perform your holiday
favorites at the stage near A Southern Season.
See Customer Service for details.

GIFT WRAP BY HADASSAH. Now through
December 24. Visit our friends from
Hadassah at their gift wrap location near
Chick-fil-A.

WISH TREE SPONSORED BY THE SERVICE
LEAGUE OF CHAPEL HILL. Now through
December 24. Give to those less fortunate.
Visit the Wish Tree near Customer Service for
details.

Great Gift Ideas:
• largest print selection around
• art magnets & mouse pads

• wonderful Holiday cards
• fine art print calendars

• dry mounting on the spot
•  endless framing options

Don’t miss our
OFF-THE-WALL SALE!

Save up to 75%
Dec 10-26!

the tr iangle’s spot for
prints • custom framing • dry mounting

u n i v e r s i t y  m a l l  •  c h a p e l  h i l l  •  9 4 2 - 7 3 0 6

www.theprintshopchapelhill.com

we appreciate 
everyone’s 

taste in homes

cottage, condo, cul-de-sac, 
cabin, castle or cave

call us with your real 
estate cravings

929-5658

in downtown Carrboro since 1982

Note: I will be taking a winter walk on the Adams 
Tract on Saturday, Dec. 20 at 2 p.m. You are welcome 
to join me and bring some kids along to help us “take 
a closer look.” We’ll begin at the trailhead kiosk be-
low the playground at Wilson Park on Williams Street 
in Carrboro. See you there.

h • h • h • h • h • h • h • h













 























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HARD TIMES, HOT CHOCOLATE, 1982

L
ooking at kid pictures of my grown-up children fills an old dad with a myriad of 
conflicting emotions: love, guilt, joy, remorse, redemption…. Here sits 6-year-
old “Little Jon” by the kitchen woodstove in the drafty old house in Marion, 
N.C., cradling hot chocolate in his hands —hands that would someday direct a 
high school band and then take him drumming in Nashville, where he is today, 
waiting to be discovered, along with the rest.

In this frozen moment from 1982 we are deep in Reaganomics. My first marriage and 
second newspaper are tanking simultaneously. But we all hunkered down, reinvented 
ourselves and somehow survived those dark days. 

And at his holiday season, I look forward to sitting with not-so-little Jon (a strapping 6’5” 
32-year-old) once again by another wood stove, hot chocolate in our hands.
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