
One meal at 
a time over 
29 years

The Meals on Wheels office 
at Binkley Baptist Church will 
seem a little less bright next year. 
Jeanie Arnel, who for the last 29 
years has been director of the lo-
cally supported nonprofit, serves 
in that position for the last time 
on Dec. 31. 

It only took a spark for Arnel 
to decide when to step aside from 
the job she had thought she’d stay 
with for maybe a year.

“I decided on the spur,” Arnel 
said last week. “I commented to a 
cousin that I was thinking about 
it and she said, ‘Do it by the end 
of the year.’” 

During the first week of De-
cember, Arnel told Mary Alice 
Eckman, her close friend and 
chairman of the Meals on Wheels 
board, that the last day of 2007 
would be her final day as director. 

“After 29 years of her being 
there and my being board chair 
for 10 years, we’ve formed a tre-
mendous relationship,” Eckman 
said. The two devout women 
embrace different faith and 
political followings but prove that 
loving bonds can be built despite 
diversity. 

“She has a great relationship 
with all of the volunteers and the 
clients,” Eckman said. “She’s re-
ally dedicated; her work ethic is 
unbelievable.” 

“It has been a blessing,” Arnel 
said. “It’s not just a job, it’s a part 
of my life.”

SEE RECENTLY, PAGE 8

New school
the focus
this year  
By SuSan DickSon

Staff  Writer

This past year saw more than 
the usual degree of change for 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro Schools, 
with new schools, school 
board elections and shifts in 
principals.

While some changes were a 
loss to the district – the retire-
ment of longtime board member 
Liz Carter and the death of tire-
less schools advocate and board 
veteran Mary Scroggs – change 
also brought fresh ideas and 
improvements.

For instance, the school board 
presented its continuation budget 
to the Board of County Commis-
sioners this fall rather than waiting 
until spring, as has been the cus-
tom, part of a change in the pro-
cess that came out of a protracted 
fight over this year’s budget.

The 2007 county school bud-
get dance was a little trickier 
than those of years past. In Janu-
ary, the board of commissioners 
decided they wanted to limit the 
tax increase to equal debt-ser-
vice payment increases, since 
the county had increased the tax 
rate about six cents in each of 
the prior two years.

The school board requested 
a budget increase of $6.8 mil-
lion, but new County Manager 
Laura Blackmon recommend-
ed a budget that included no 
increase in the per-pupil allo-
cation and no increase on the 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro special 
district tax, resulting in an in-
crease in funding of $535,000. 
According to school adminis-
trators, such a small increase 
would force schools to make 
drastic cuts to current pro-
grams and to reduce staffing 
and would preclude expan-
sions to existing programs and 
the creation of new ones. 

After hundreds of parents 
spoke in favor of raising taxes to 
fund the schools, the commis-
sioners chose to increase both the 
county and district tax rates to pro-
vide more funding to the schools. 
But the initial budget recommen-

dations – which were made be-
fore the commissioners realized 
the schools’ funding needs – had 
school employees worried about 
their jobs and parents stressed over 
the potential loss of programs.

Under the new budgeting sys-
tem, when the board sets their 
budget goals at a retreat in Janu-
ary, they’ll have more informa-
tion than in years past, possibly 
avoiding some of the stresses of 
the annual budget process.

Among the 2007 schools 
highlights:

Carrboro High 
School opens

Carrboro High School opened 
its doors to more than 600 stu-
dents in August. The district’s 
third high school – at the cor-
ner of Smith Level and Rock 
Haven roads – was built with 
a number of green features, in-
cluding energy-friendly lights 

and good use of natural light. 
Jeff Thomas, former assistant 
principal of Chapel Hill High 
School, serves as Carrboro 
High’s first principal. 

Morris Grove Elementary
The Chapel Hill-Carrboro 

school board voted in De-
cember to name the district’s 
10th elementary school Morris 
Grove Elementary, which will 
open on the corner or Drom-
oland and Eubanks roads in 
August 2008. Morris Grove 
was the name of a black school 
run by Morris Hogan, a freed 
slave, on a site adjacent to the 
new elementary school.

New Culbreth principal
In May, the Chapel Hill-

Carrboro school board named 
Susan Wells as principal of 
Culbreth Middle School. Wells 
previously served as principal 
of Ephesus Elementary School. 
She replaced Jacqueline Boyd 
Ellis, who left the district to 
work in Wake County Schools 
administration but later re-
turned to serve as principal of 
Chapel Hill High School. 

Shirley Carraway 
retires from OCS

Orange County Schools Su-
perintendent Shirley Carraway 
retired in October. Carraway 
had served as superintendent 
since 2003, when a possible 
merger between Orange Coun-
ty and Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
schools became a hotly debat-
ed issue across the county.

New OCS Superintendent
The Orange County School 

Board in September appointed 
Durham Public Schools ad-
ministrator Patrick Rhodes as 
superintendent. Rhodes served 
as assistant superintendent of 
curriculum and instruction for 
Durham Public Schools and 
prior to that was principal of 
Orange High School. 

Elections
Newcomer Mia Burroughs 

won the open seat and incum-
bents Jamezetta Bedford, Mike 
Kelley and Annetta Streater were 
returned to the Chapel Hill-Car-
rboro Board of Education in

SEE SCHOOLS, PAGE 3

By kirk roSS

Staff  Writer

The sands are about run out 
on 2007, a pivotal year in the 
town’s history mainly due to the 
coming to fruition of a down-
town strategy set in motion 
years before. At least five major 
downtown projects have sur-
faced since the town decided to 
double residential space down-
town and increase the commer-

cial tax base. In 2007, theory met 
practice: Several projects either 
were approved or moved further 
down the pipeline. As a result, 
the old Andrews Riggsbee hard-
ware building came down, and 
next year a five-story commercial 
complex will rise along the tracks 
at Main Street and a four-story 
condo and retail building will go 
up on Roberson Street. Similar 
actions next door in Chapel Hill 
have also laid the groundwork 
for large-scale change, particu-

larly in the West End.
The steps taken in 2007 aren’t 

all that apparent now, but they’ve 
set the stage for a couple of years 
of heavy building downtown. 
With the boom in enterprise will 
come major shifts in parking and 
traffic patterns and the addition 
of hundreds of residents to the 
heart of Carrboro.

The year also saw the passing 
of a notable group of citizens, 
including the sudden loss of the 
strongest advocate for Orange 

County’s aging population, Flor-
ence Soltys, and Chapel Hill’s 
downtown icon, Joe Herzen-
berg, the state’s first openly gay 
elected official and a political 
mentor to many (see page six).

It was an election year — one 
that started out looking to some as 
dull or typical, but as the campaign 
wore on proved anything but. 
Mayor Mark Chilton was re-elect-
ed handily, but the presence of

SEE 2007, PAGE 7

Years ago, a tradition was begun 
by the Eno River Association: Vol-
unteers led New Year’s Day walks 
along the river that flows through 
Hillsborough and north through 
Durham to Falls Lake. Enthusi-
astic walkers turned out for hikes 
on some very cold days, and in 
recent years hundreds of apprecia-
tive walkers show up to share the 
beauty of the river’s winter woods 
on the year’s first day.

Here in our own community, 
we are fortunate to have nice trails 
along low-lying greenway corri-
dors and the Botanical Garden’s 
nature trails, Mason Farm Reserve 

and the Battle Park forest between 
Forest Theater and the Chapel Hill 
Community Center.

The newest resource for lo-
cal walkers is Carrboro’s Adams 
Tract, easily accessed at Wilson 
Park on Williams Street. The 
town’s Public Works Landscape 
Division has installed trail mark-
ers and provided laminated maps 
illustrating locations of labeled 
specimen trees. The trail and tree 
ID maps, for use while walking 
the trails, are available at the Wil-
son Park Trailhead kiosk.

It is easy to extend the leisure-
ly walk on the Adams Tract to a 
much longer hike if you wish to 
explore the adjoining forested

SEE FLORA, PAGE 8

Opinion
A look at some of the 
best local ideas of 2007

See page 8
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Hug a tree on New Year’s Day

In 2007, drought, elections and the makings of a building boom
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PhOTO By vALARiE SChwARTz
Jeanie Arnel looks out the door 
of the Meals on Wheels office at 
Binkley Baptist Church.

FLORA
By Ken Moore

PhOTO By KiRK ROSS
A mercifully short ribbon-cutting ceremony on a particularly hot August day for Carrboro High School was well attended by elected officials and hundreds 
of parents and students eager to get a look inside the district’s third high school.

PhOTO By ROBERT diCKSON
Work contnues at the newly named Morris Grove Elementary School.

2007

The Year in 
Review

See pages 4&5

PhOTO By KEN MOORE
Rachel and Alex Beck hugging a big tree near the Adams Tract trailhead 
kiosk in Carrboro’s Wilson Park.

RECENTLY...
By valarie Schwartz

INSIdE

Notable deaths 
this year

See page 6

HOW TO REACH uS

Contact us
The Carrboro Citizen
P.O. Box 248
Carrboro, NC  27510
919-942-2100 (phone)
editor@carrborocitizen.com

Advertising
ads@carrborocitizen.com
919-942-2100 

Classifieds & Real Estate
carrborocitizen.com/classifieds
Place your ad online or call 
919-942-2100, 8:30 - 3:00 M-F. Classi-
fied deadline is midnight Tuesday. 

Online Edition
carrborocitizen.com/main 
Stories are published online  every 
Thursday at our main site, and also on 
our thematic sites:

carrborocitizen.com/
foodandfarm
carrborocitizen.com/politics
carrborocitizen.com/mill

How to Subscribe
The Carrboro Citizen is free to pick up 
at our many locations around town, 
but if you’d like to have us deliver 
your paper to your home, please visit 
carrborocitizen.com/subscribe.

•

•
•



page 2 — Thursday, December 27, 2007                                                                                                                                                          The Carrboro Citizen

This Week  -  December 28 , 2007— January 3, 2008

ThursDay Dec 27
Blue Horn Lounge: Bill West. 
10pm

General Store Café: Bo Lankenau 
& Friends. 8pm

Nightlight: The Men, The Still, 
Remora. 9:30pm. $5

FriDay Dec 28
Blue Horn Lounge: Rose 
Verhoeven. 10pm

The Cave: Twilighter. 10:30pm

Cat’s Cradle: Winter Reggae Jam 
with Dub Addis, Jamrock and DJ 
Ras J. 9pm. $8

General Store Café: The 
Bluematics. 8:30pm

Nightlight: Valley, The Naked and 
the Dead, Hundred Flowers. 10pm

saTurDay Dec 29
Blue Horn Lounge: David Spencer 
Band. 10pm

The Cave: Randy Whitt. 7:30pm. 
Joe Swank & The Zen Pirates with 
Eric Sommer. 10:30pm. $5

General Store Café: Brenda 
Linton. 8:30pm

Nightlight: Nightlight Benefit 
Party with Max Indian and more. 
Time TBA. Price TBA.

MonDay Dec 31
Blue Horn Lounge: Lucy Sumner 
& The Second Thirds. 10pm

Cat’s Cradle New Year’s Eve 
Bash with Kerbloki  and Hobex. 
Time TBA. $12

Local 506 New Year’s Eve with 
The Moaners, Spider Bags and The 
Gondoliers. Time TBA. Price TBA.

TuesDay Jan 1
Blue Horn Lounge: Fabio 
Consani. 10pm

WeDnesDay Jan 2
Blue Horn Lounge: Blue Diablo’s 
Pete Waggoner. 9pm

ThursDay Jan 3
Blue Horn Lounge: Erin Brown 
Band. 9pm

General Store Café: Bernie 
Petteway Trio. 8pm

Local 506: Children of the Horn. 
10pm. $8

Nightlight: Cardinal Heart, 
Sweater Weather. 9:30pm

uPcoMinG:
FriDay Jan 4
ArtsCenter: WCOM Benefit 
and Roots Music Series Kickoff 
Concert with Club Boheme, The 
Ramblers and Missy Raines & the 
New Hip. 8:30pm. $15

carrboro
Paintings by Peg Bachenheimer 
and Catherine Carter – Through 
December at Provence Restau-
rant, 203 W Weaver St, Carrboro. 
www.pegbachenheimer.com 

Chinese Red Glazed Pottery 
by Ben Owen III - Through Dec 
31. NC Crafts Gallery, 212 W 
Main St, Carrboro, 942-4048, 
www.nccraftsgallery.com, Mon-

Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 1-4pm.

Works on Paper by John Ens-
slin – Through Jan 12 at Acme 
Food & Beverage Co, 110 E 
Main St, Carrboro. 929-ACME, 
www.acmecarrboro.com

Water: Our Most Precious 
Resource – Numerous works on 
display by a variety of artists, all with 
the theme of the beauty of water. 
Through Jan 15 at the Carrboro 
Branch Library, 900 Old Fayetteville 

Rd, Chapel Hill (McDougle Schools 
Media Center). Mon-Thu 3:30-
8pm, Sat 10am-2pm, Sun 1-5pm.

Works by Sondra Dorn 
– Through Jan 30. Nested, 118-B 
E Main St, Carrboro, 338-8023, 
www.nestedhome.com, Tue 
& Wed 10am-6pm, Thu-Sat 
10am-8pm, Sun noon-6pm. 

The Conversation – New 
paintings by Steven Silverleaf. 
Through Feb 4, at Panzanella. 
Public reception: Mon, Jan 21, 
5:30-7:30pm. Corner of Greens-
boro & Weaver Streets, Carrboro. 
929-6626, www.panzanella.coop

chapel hill
The Art of Looking - Selections 
from the collection of Charles Mil-
lard. Through Dec 30. Ackland Art 
Museum, 101 S Columbia St, UNC 
Campus, Chapel Hill, Office 966-
5736, recorded info 843-1611, www.
ackland.org, Wed-Sat 10am-5pm 
(2nd Fridays 9pm), Sun 1-5pm. Free.

Paintings by Judy Bauman 
– Through Dec 31. Market Street 
Books, Southern Village, 610 
Market St, Chapel Hill, 933-5111, 
www.marketstreetbooks.com, 
Mon-Sat 10am-8pm, Sun 1-7pm.

Shrines - Works by Char-
ron Andrews. Through Dec 31. 
Women’s Health Information 
Center, NC Women’s Hospital, 
101 Manning Dr, Chapel Hill, 
843-1759, www.nchealthywoman.
org, Mon-Fri 9am-5pm & by appt.

Landscapes of the Mind - Paint-
ings by Lynne Clarke. Through 
Dec 31. Jennings & Company, 
104-A N Elliot Rd, Chapel Hill.

Holiday Animation Art: Cels 
& Drawings from Classic 
Holiday Animation Features 
– Through Dec 31. Animation 
and Fine Art Galleries, University 
Mall, 201 S Estes Dr, Chapel Hill, 
968-8008, www.animationand-
fineart.com, Tue-Sat 10am-6pm. 
Reception: Fri, Dec 14, 6-9pm.

A Closer Look – Portraits 
of nature’s details by Maryann 
Roper and Jean LeCluyse. On 
display through Dec in the Tot-
ten Center, NC Botanical Garden. 
http://ncbg.unc.edu, 962-0522

Holiday Exhibition - 100s of 
works by the Gallery’s artists, 
including handmade ornaments, 
plus gold & precious stone jew-
elry by Barbara Heinrich. Through 
Jan 5, 2008. Somerhill Gallery, 
1800 E Franklin St, 3 Eastgate, 
Chapel Hill, 968-8868, www.
somerhill.com, Mon-Sat 10am-
5:30pm, evenings by appt.

Works by Jaquelin Perry, 
Sam Shelby & Lizzie New-
ton - Ongoing. Bloom Where 
You Are Planted, 708 Market 
St, Southern Village, Chapel Hill. 
942-9880, www.BloomNC.com

hillsborough
The Festive Season – New 
work in a variety of media by 
the Hillsborough Gallery of 
Arts’ member artists. On display 
through Jan 20. 121-D N Chur-
ton St, Hillsborough. 732-5001, 
www.hillsboroughgallery.com

Cooperative gallery created & 
owned by local artists - Featur-
ing original painting, photography, 
clay, sculpture, fabric, wood, glass, 
jewelry & other traditional & con-
temporary fine arts & crafts. Ongo-
ing. Hillsborough Gallery of Arts, 
121-D N Churton St, Hillsborough. 
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm. 732-5001, 
www.HillsboroughGallery.com

Oil Paintings & Jewelry by 
David Sovero – Simplistic 
geometric forms with layers of 
rich color. Handmade jewelry. 
Ongoing. Sovero Art Gallery & 
Studio, 121 N Churton St, Hill-
sborough. Mon-Sat 10am-6pm. 
732-3056, www.soveroart.com

Pittsboro
Calligraphy: The Art of Writing 
- Through Dec 31. Pittsboro Memo-
rial Library, 158 West St, Pittsboro, 
542-3524, www.pittsborolibrary-
friends.org, Mon-Fri 10am-6pm 
(Tue 8pm), Sat 9am-5pm.

Winter Wonderland - Works 
by various artists including Leslie 
Fesperman. Through Dec 31. Fu-
sions Art & Fine Craft Gallery, 53 
Hillsboro St, Pittsboro, 260-9725, 
www.pittsboroshops.com/fusions.
htm, Wed-Fri 10:30am-5:30pm, Sat 
10am-4pm, 1st Sundays 1-4pm.

Cake – A photographic retro-
spective of 10 years of wedding 
cakes. Through Dec 31. Missy 
McLamb Gallery, 2000 Fear-
rington Village Center, Pittsboro, 
755-1117, Mon- Sat 10am-5pm.

Nature Reflected in the Artist’s 
Eye – Six visions of our local 
environment by Chatham Artists 
members. At Carolina Brewery in 
Pittsboro on 15/501 through Jan 31.

Music calendar

Sweater Weather plays Thursday, Jan. 3 at Nightlight.

CATSCRADLE.COM * 919.967.9053 * 300 E. MAIN STREET, CARRBORO
**ASTERISKS DENOTE ADVANCE TICKETS @ SCHOOLKIDS RECORDS IN CHAPEL HILL & RALEIGH, CD ALLEY IN CHAPEL HILL, BULL CITY RECORDS
IN DURHAM  *  ORDER TICKETS ONLINE AT ETIX.COM  *  WE SERVE CAROLINA BREWERY BEER ON TAP!  *  WE ARE A NON-SMOKING CLUB

SA 1/12/08 DRESDEN DOLLS 
CAROLINA THEATRE, DURHAM

ALSO PRESENTING:
LOCAL 506 (CHAPEL HILL):

WE 1/23/08 - ($8/$10)
SIX ORGANS

OF ADMITTANCE
TU 1/29/08 - ($10/$12)
KEVIN DEVINE
& DAVE ELKINS

TH 2/6/08 - ($10) MARAH
SU 3/16/08 - ($10)

BLACK LIPS, QUINTRON,
MISS PUSSYCAT

MO 3/17/08 - ($12)
TILLY AND THE WALL

CAROLINA THEATRE
(DURHAM) TIX VIA BOX OFFICE
OR CAROLINATHEATER.ORG

SA 1/12/08 - ($24/$21) RESERVED

THE DRESDEN DOLLS
W/TWO TON BOA

FR 1/25/08 - ($30) RESERVED WEEN

DISCO RODEO (RALEIGH)
TH 1/17/08 - ($23/$26)

KILLSWITCH ENGAGE
W/EVERY TIME I DIE,

DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN

THE ARTSCENTER (CARRBORO)
TH 1/10/08 - ($25) 

THE FREEWHEELING 
YO LA TENGO

W/KURT WAGNER
SU 3/16/08 - ($20/$23)

DAVID WILCOX
SA 3/22/08 - ($28/$30) 

GREG BROWN

FR 12/28 WINTER REGGAE JAM
DUB ADDIS, 
JAMROCK AND
DJ RAS J**($6/$8)

SA 12/29
BENEFIT FOR CONRAD ZABOROWSKI

I WAS TOTALLY 
DESTROYING IT, 

SHIPS,
WIL DONEGAN
MO 12/31 NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY

HOBEX AND
KERBLOKI**($10/$12)

FR 1/4/08 FREE SHOW
DEX AND THE
NEW ROMANS

W/CALIGULETTES, (BELLY DANCERS)
NIGHTSTICK, MAX INDIAN 

SA 1/5/08 DIAMONDS ARE FOR NEVER BENEFIT DANCE
DJ FORGE

FR 1/11/08 COSMIC CHARLIE
(2 SETS - GRATEFUL DEAD)

SA 1/12/08
MARK KOZELEK

OF SUN KIL MOON AND
RED HOUSE PAINTERS**($15)

WE 1/16/08**($10/$12)
THE ROSEBUDS

SA 1/19/08 ‘ROCK FOR ROE’
THE OLD

CEREMONY,
CUNTRY KINGS,

OLD 86**($10/$14)
WE 1/23/08

LOTUS W/TELEPATH**($16)
TH 1/24/08**($10/$12)

VIRGINIA COALITION
SA 1/26/08

PERPETUAL 
GROOVE**($15)

TU 1/29/08
SUPER FURRY

ANIMALS
W/FIERY FURNACES,

HOLY FUCK**($15)
WE 1/30/08

COREY SMITH**
(TICKETS $12 TIL DEC 31 VIA COREYSMITH.COM;

$15 JAN 1-JAN 29)
WE 2/6/08

HIGH ON FIRE,
W/A LIFE ONCE LOST,

SAVIOURS, CAR BOMB**($12/$15)
TU 2/12/08

CITIZEN COPE**($20)

MO 2/18/08JOE LALLY
(FUGAZI) W/EDIE SEDGWICK**

FR 2/15/08
ABBEY ROAD LIVE**

TU 2/26/08
DEAN & BRITTA, 
KEREN ANN**($15/$18) 

FR 2/29/08 JUNIOR 
BROWN**($16) 

TH 3/6/08
MATT COSTA
W/JONATHAN RICE**($10/$12)
FR 3/7/08 CD RELEASE PARTY
CHATHAM

COUNTY LINE
W/EVERYBODYFIELDS**($12/$15)

SU 2/16/08 BOB MOULD**($15)
FR 5/2/08 CYSTIC FIBROSIS FOUNDATION BENEFIT

PRESSURE BOYS
REUNION SHOW**($16/$20)

TU 1/29/08
SUPER FURRY ANIMALS

W I N E  B A R • W I N E  S H O P • K I T C H E N

Open Monday-Saturday, Serving 
Lunch, 11 am-5 pm & Dinner, 5-10 pm

106 South Greensboro Street
Carrboro, North Carolina  27510

919.967.9784 • www.glasshalfull.net

DOWNTOWN C ARRBORO’ S
OWN OPTIMISTIC

WINE BAR ,WINE SHOP
& KITCHEN

Terrific wines 
for your 
holidays

GHF carrboro citizen HOLIDAY  11/19/07  2:19 PM  Page 1

Peg Bachenheimer is one of the featured artists at Provence Restaurant.

arts calendar

Spider Bags will play  
Local 506 on New Year’s Eve.



Roger C. Downs, Sr.
Burlington – Roger C. 

Downs, Sr., 89, of Burlington, 
NC died at Alamance Regional 
Hospital on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 19, 2007.  Born in Arlington, 
MA and a graduate of Harvard 
University, Mr. Downs served 
in the US Army and spent his 
career in management with Bur-
lington Industries as Vice-Presi-
dent of  Manufacturing.  He was 
a member of Civitan Interna-
tional, the Burlington  Rotary 
Club, and the Burlington Me-
diation Group.

Mr. Downs is survived by 
his son, Roger Chadbourne 
“Chad” Downs, Jr. of Burl-
ington; grandson, Ryan Chad-
bourne Downs, wife, Cyn-
thia; great grand-daughter, 
Hannah Downs; and brother, 
John Downs of Vermont.

The family request memo-
rial contributions be made to 
the American Heart Associa-
tion.  Memorial services will 
be held in August in Maine.

Arrangements by the Cre-
mation Society of the Caroli-
nas.  Online condolences @ 
www.cremnc.com.

John Allen Bryant
Chapel Hill – John Allen 

Bryant (“JB”) died on Decem-
ber 12, 2007 at UNC Hospi-
tal.  JB served in the US Navy 
and was a surgical assistant in 
the Department of Vascular 
Surgery at UNC before he be-
came ill.

He is survived by his wife, 
Karen Bryant; adult children, 
Cynthia Wimsatt, Christopher 
Bryant, and their families.  
Also surviving him are three 
brothers, David, Billy, and Ray 

Bryant.
In lieu of flowers, the family 

wishes memorial contributions 
be made to UNC BMT Fund, 
Room 5043, 5th Floor Ander-
son, 101 Manning Drive, Cha-
pel Hill, NC 27514.

A memorial service will be 
held for JB at a later date.

Arrangements by the Cre-
mation Society of the Caroli-
nas.  Online condolences @ 
www.cremnc.com.
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Water Report - December 26, 2007

University Lake

Cane Creek

   94.5 in. below full

 166.75 in. below full

Total Availability Supply            43% of capacity

lake levels

Jones Ferry Rd. 
Treatment Plant

Cane Creek Reservoir

Not available 

Not available 

Source: OWASA

Normal rainfall for Dec.               3.14”

7-Day Average

30-Day Average

Not Available

Not available

precipitation this month

customer water demand

  Estimated days of     
       water remaining 

 216 (based on avgerage demand, 
  assuming no further rainfall.

From 7 a.m. Tuesday to 7 a.m. 
Wednesday, nearly one and a half  inches 
of  cold rain fell over a wide swath of  Or-
ange County adding to lakes surrounded 
by new grasslands and streams that have 
long been dry or barely trickles. But don’t 
expect any declarations of  victory over 
the drought.

According to Wednesday morning 
readings, University Lake rose about an 
inch and Cane Creek stayed even. Prior 
to the rainfall, the Orange Water and 
Sewer Authority reported that University 
Lake was eight feet below full and Cane 
Creek Reservoir more than 13 and a half  
feet below full. Together, the two reser-
voirs were at 43 percent of  their capacity 

with 216 days of  water.
With about seven months of  wa-

ter, OWASA is in much better shape 
than most of  our neighbors, and utility 
officials announced an agreement to 
help supply the City of  Durham with 
1.5 million gallons per day for 30 days. 
Durham’s water supply has dwindled to 
about 126 days.

OWASA officials cite Durham’s his-
tory of  helping out Orange County, es-
pecially during a water crisis in 1977 and 
the drought of  2002. The water agree-
ment is temporary, with the Town of  
Cary likely to send more water Durham’s 
way by the end of  January. Durham is 
also working on a pipeline upgrade that 

will allow it to draw more water from the 
Cary system.

Should Durham require the entire 1.5 
million per day, the transfer would reduce 
OWASA’s water supply by roughly 3 
percent, or six days.

An OWASA press release announcing 
the water-sharing agreement with Dur-
ham also noted that discussions continue 
on regional water-sharing agreements 
that would allow OWASA to work with 
other systems during droughts. OWASA 
has an as-yet untapped 5-million-gallon-
per-day allocation from Jordan Lake.

— From staff  reports
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News Briefs
University Mall, Rams Plaza sold 

University Mall and nearby Rams Plaza have been sold to a 
Washington D.C.-based property group. Citing Orange County 
land records, the Triangle Business Journal reported that University 
Mall sold for $40 million and Rams Plaza for $14 million to 
Madison Marquette, which specializes in redeveloping older 
shopping centers. 

ArtsCenter open house for African Americans
The ArtsCenter will host an interactive open house for the Af-

rican American community on Sunday, Jan. 13 from 2:00 to 5 p.m. 
The open house will feature a community-led roundtable, refresh-
ments, local entertainment and tours of the facility.

Organizers say the event is part of the center’s ongoing effort to 
make sure programming reflects the community.

The event will begin at 2 p.m. with entertainment by Turbo in 
the Earl and Rhoda Wynn Theater, Teli and Mabiniti on Kora and 
Balla in the gallery, and T.J. demonstrating Capoeira in the dance 
studio. Whole Foods will be providing refreshments, and tours 
of The ArtsCenter will also be offered. ArtSchool teachers will 
be on-hand to provide mini classes and demonstrations and staff 
members will be available to answer questions and hear feedback. 
At 4 p.m., participants will gather in the West End Theater to pro-
vide feedback and suggestions in a community-led roundtable. The 
event is free and open to all.

“Three Girls and Their Buddy” at UNC 
Mary Chapin Carpenter, who was scheduled to perform a sold-

out concert on Feb. 15 at UNC, has cancelled her 2007-08 tour and 
will be unable to keep the date.

In her place, Carolina Performing Arts will present four 
noteworthy artists to cap off its American Roots series at 7:30 p.m. 
on Monday, Jan. 14 in Memorial Hall.

Country-folk artist Emmylou Harris, folk-pop singer and 
songwriter Shawn Colvin, folk-rock vocalist and songwriter Patty 
Griffin and roots-country guitarist Buddy Miller will perform as 
part of their “Three Girls and Their Buddy” tour that begins next 
month.

Tickets for the Jan. 14 concert have been mailed to ticket 
holders for the Carpenter concert. Carpenter tickets will not be 
honored at the door for “Three Girls and Their Buddy.” Patrons 
can visit the Memorial Hall box office on Cameron Avenue or call 
843-3333 with questions or concerns.

The box office, open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays, will 
reopen from the holidays at 10 a.m. on Jan. 9.

Recycling, garbage collection, bus schedules
In Orange County, recycling that would have been collected on 

Christmas Day will be collected the following Saturday at 7 a.m. 
Curbside recycling scheduled for New Year’s Day will be picked up 
on Saturday, January 5.

The Orange County Landfill and all associated services will be 
closed New Year’s Day and will reopen on Wednesday.

The Solid Waste Management Administration Office and Solid 
Waste Convenience Centers also will be closed on New Year’s Day. 
As usual, the centers will be closed on Wednesday and will reopen 
on Thursday, January 3.

In Carrboro and Chapel Hill, garbage that would normally be 
collected on New Year’s Day will be collected on Wednesday. Yard-
waste collection will resume on Thursday, January 3. 

There will be no commercial garbage collection on New Year’s 
Day.

Triangle Transit Authority buses will not run on New Year’s 
Day.

Chapel Hill Transit buses will operate on a reduced service 
schedule from December 27 to December 31 and also from January 
2 to January 5. CHT buses will not run on New Year’s Day. Full 
service will resume on January 6.
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November. Former board 
member Liz Carter chose not 
to run for re-election. 

New CHHS principal
The Chapel Hill-Carrboro 

school board in June appointed 
Jacqueline Boyd Ellis as princi-
pal of Chapel Hill High School. 
Before coming to Chapel Hill 
High, Ellis served as director 
of middle school programs for 
Wake County Schools and as 
principal of Culbreth Middle 
School from July 2003 to Janu-
ary 2007. 

Liz Carter retires
Longtime school board 

member Liz Carter retired 
from the board in Decem-
ber. Carter, who served on 
the board for 13 years, has 
been an advocate for children 
of color and has emphasized 
the need to close the minority 
achievement gap.  

New Ephesus principal
The Chapel Hill-Carrboro 

school board in June appointed 
Philip Holmes as principal of 
Ephesus Elementary School. 
Holmes served as principal 
of Burton Geo-World Mag-
net School in Durham Public 
Schools before returning to 

Ephesus, where he served as 
assistant principal from 2004 
to ‘06. Holmes replaced Susan 
Wells, who became principal 
of Culbreth Middle School. 

Mary Scroggs 
passes away

School board veteran and 
outspoken schools advocate 
Mary Scroggs passed away at 
the age of 85 in April. Scroggs 
– for whom Scroggs Elementary 
School is named – served on 
the school board from 1961 to 
1977 and is known for her work 
toward desegregation as well as 
for the construction of several 
schools at a time when schools 
were extremely overcrowded. 

Redistricting
In May, the school board 

approved an elementary school 
redistricting plan that will move 
nearly 500 students to Morris 
Grove Elementary School when 
it opens in fall 2008. The plan 
was revised twice to address 
concerns of socio-economic 
balance across the district. 

New Estes Hills principal
Estes Hills Elementary 

School assistant principal Cher-
yl Carnahan was hired as prin-
cipal of the school in June. She 
replaced Dale Mingle, who left 
the district to serve as principal 
of Pittsboro Elementary School 
in Chatham County Schools. 

Rain helps lakes, but drought still very much with us
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u In January
The Carrboro Board of Aldermen approved plans to create a Green-

ways Commission.
A winter storm settled in and closed the schools for a day.
Promising he’ll push through ethics reforms, Joe Hackney, a 

Chatham County native and longtime representative of Chatham and 
Orange counties, was elected speaker of the North Carolina House.

The ArtsCenter held a community meeting to discuss ways to lever-
age the area’s arts.

Carrboro High School offiicials chose jaguars over clams, worms, 
locomotives, rainbows and other suggestions for the mascot of the new 
school. Purple, black and white are chosen as the official colors.

The Orange County Board of Commissioners formally adopted a 
resolution saying the county will not participate in a federal program 
authorizing local law enforcement to detain and investigate immigra-
tion violations.

u In February
The Carolina North Leadership Advisory Committee delivered its 

report to Chancellor James Moeser.
The Squirrel Nut Zippers and the dBs held reunion shows at Cat’s 

Cradle.
Chapel Hill-Carrboro schools officials held a series of redirecting 

hearings
Chatham County schools agreed to a redistricting plan.
UNC named a new dorm after George Moses Horton, a Chatham 

County slave known for his poetry.

u In March
After complaints by residents in the area, the loud chirping cross-

walk sound at Main and Greensboro streets is turned down.
Sima Fallahi, a longtime resident of the area and native of Iran, was 

released from federal custody. She is threatened with deportation.
Carr Mill Mall owners erected a prominent set of signs with “good 

neighbor” rules on the Weaver Street Market lawn. The signs are 
revised and moved after complaints.

Loco Pops opened at The Courtyard on Franklin Street.
The Red Hen opened on Weaver Street.
Town fire crews were kept busy by a rash of five unrelated house 

fires within a week.
To allow time for plans for the town’s northwestern area to be re-

vised, the Chapel Hill Town Council imposed a development morato-
rium on the area.

Giles Blunden won the North Carolina Sustainability Energy 
Leadership Award.

GlassHalfFull opened on Greensboro Street.
The Carrboro Citizen, the first full-sized printed newspaper to bear 

the town’s name, began publication on March 21. Among other items, 
the first issue featured a story on the opening of the farmers’ market, 
plans for a development moratorium and a protest against war in Iraq.

The board of aldermen approved a six-month moratorium (later 
agreed to, as required, by the Orange County Board of Commission-
ers) to allow time to craft a development plan for the northern reaches 
of town. The moratorium expired in October, but the plan has yet to 
be finished.

u In April
The General Assembly of North Carolina passed a joint resolu-

tion “expressing the PROFOUND REGRET of the North Carolina 
general assembly for the history of wrongs inflicted upon black citizens 
by means of slavery, exploitation, and legalized racial segregation and 
calling on all citizens to take part in acts of racial reconciliation.”

Jon & Kate plus 8, a show about Jon and Kate Gosselin and their 
2-year old sextuplets produced by Carrboro-based Advanced Medical 
Productions for the Discovery Health Channel (Channel 35 in Car-
rboro and Chapel Hill) premiered.

General Store Café in Pittsboro announced a major expansion.
Rep. Bill Faison filed a bill that would reverse the annexation of the 

Highlands neighborhood. The bill, opposed by other members of the 
county legislative delegation, later failed to get a hearing in committee.

Carrboro Animal Control officer Robert Nekoranec responded to a 
call about a “fox that looked confused” and spotted what was likely a 
coyote near the intersection of Hillsborough Road and North Greens-
boro Street. The animal bolted from the sound of nearby lawnmowers.

Monday, April 16 was clear but not calm, as wind gusts of more 
than 50 miles per hour downed trees and knocked out power to 
10,000 Orange County residents.

Former Carrboro resident Jamie Bishop was killed along with 31 
others in a shooting rampage at Virginia Tech.

Good weather and growing interest boosted turnout at the annual 
Piedmont Farm Tour.

u In May
The Robert and Pearl Seymour Senior Center opened on Home-

stead Road. The new center is 25,000 square feet and cost $6.15 
million.

Smoke from the wildfires in South Georgia caused a slight haze and 
distinct smoke smell throughout town.

A group of workers at Weaver Street Market asked the cooperative 
to reconsider plans to move the bulk of its food preparations to a new 
facility in Hillsborough. The co-op’s board of directors later decided to 
move ahead with the plan.

The Roberson Place bike path opened. The new path runs from the 
intersection of Wesley and Eugene streets to Purple Leaf Place.

Dozens of local farmers and chefs teamed up for a Slow Food picnic 
at Chapel Hill Cremery. Featured speaker was Carlo Petrini, founder 
of Slow Food International.

After extensive testing and analysis, UNC and OWASA tracked 
down the source of elevated lead levels in drinking water in recently 
renovated buildings on campus.

Residents rallied around efforts to save a 200-year-old holly tree on 
the site of the new northern fire station on Homestead Road.

Ephesus Elementary School principal Susan Wells was named 
principal of Culbreth Middle School.

After nearly a week on the run, Bill Clinton, a local pet emu, was 
caught by Carrboro Animal Control and died after reportedly injuring 
himself during capture.

A community-painted mural on the side of Jade Palace next door 
to the Carrboro Police Station was painted over by a crew of homeless 
men who said they were hired for the job by former Broad Street Cof-
fee Roasters owner Larry Hayes. Hayes reportedly fled the scene when 
he saw police talking to the men and has not been seen since.

After more than a decade of on-again-off-again negotiations, 
The Town of Carrboro and the state Department of Transportation 
reached a tentative agreement on plans for the widening of Smith 
Level Road.

After 32 years with the Carrboro Police, Bob Murdaugh — aka 
Officer Bob — retired.

u In June
At a legislative hearing on the impact of closing Horace Williams 

airport, UNC officials confirmed they would support plans to re-open 
a search for an alternative site to Horace Williams and Raleigh Dur-
ham International.

In his presentation at a joint hearing of key House and Senate ap-
propriations subcommittees, Kevin Fitzgerald, UNC’s top lobbyist, 
told legislators that the school would support another look to see if an 
alternative exists to Horace Williams.

Tom McCarthy, Chapel Hill’s newly appointed police chief, failed 
a physical and was not able to assume the job. The town later appoint-
ed Brian Curran, a veteran of the force, as chief.

Carrboro Massage Therapy opens on Ashe Street.
The first of five major projects in downtown Carrboro won ap-

proval from the town’s board of aldermen. The new project is a five-
story, 48,000-square-foot building and pedestrian plaza on the site 
now occupied by Archer Graphics and is the first phase of Main Street 
Partners overall plan to redevelop most of the southern side of East 
Main St. from the railroad tracks to the building now occupied by 
Performance Bicycle Shop.

The Carrboro Board of Aldermen adopted a $19.6 million budget, 
raising the town tax rate roughly 3 cents to 65.37 cents per $100 valu-
ation. The cost of the new northern fire station and sidewalk installa-

tions are major expansion items in the budget.
The board of commissioners voted to increase county property taxes 

by 4.7 cents and the Chapel Hill-Carrboro special district tax by 1.5 
cents as part of the $173.6 million fiscal year 2007-08 budget.

Quincy Bowen, a 15-year-old Smith Middle School student, was 
killed in a drive-by shooting at a Durham apartment complex. He was 
trying to get his 2-year-old cousin off the porch to safety when he was 
struck by a bullet.

u In July
Lt. Col. Jeff McCracken, deputy director of the Department of 

Public Safety at UNC, was named the university’s director of public 
safety and chief of police.

The ArtsCenter’s Summer Youth Performing Arts Conservatory 
and PlayMakers Repertory Company combined for a performance of 
Oliver!.

Carolina Brewery opened its 9,000-square-foot restaurant and 
brewpub in Pittsboro.

The Dispute Settlement Center in Carrboro held a reception to 
honor Tan Schwab, who along with Beth Okun and the late Charlotte 
Adams founded the center in the early ‘70s.

After a slow start, a last-minute flurry of filing assured a contested 
election for nearly all of Orange County’s municipal races.

Anti-war activist Cindy Sheehan pays a visit to town.
The Inter-Faith Council for Social Service announced it fired an 

employee for allegedly stealing money from the agency’s crisis inter-
vention fund.

UNC trustees got their first official look at plans for Carolina 
North and a site change for a new Innovations Center that will make it 
the project’s first building.

After serving for two decades as a member of the board of commis-
sioners, Moses Carey announced he’ll run for the N.C. Senate.

More than 200 residents turned out for a public hearing on the 
massive Pittsboro Place development in Pittsboro.

Construction begins on Southern Community Park near Southern 
Village.

u In August
Mebane fiddler Joe Thompson and his late brother Odell were rec-

ognized by the state Legislature after the legendary keeper of the flame 
of black string music is awarded a National Heritage Fellowship by the 
National Endowment for the Arts.

An intense heat wave pushed temperatures into the 100s for several 
days running.

The State Division of Forest Resources issued a ban on open burn-
ing for all 100 counties of North Carolina. The ban was to continue 
until further notice.

The Orange County board of elections worked out a plan to set up 
an early voting site in downtown Chapel Hill after renovations made 
unusable the usual site at Morehead Plantarium.

OWASA, UNC and Chatham County and Orange County leaders 
met to discuss a possible regional water effort, shared use of parks and 
expanding public transit in the fast-growing region along the U.S. 15-
501 corridor from Pittsboro to Chapel Hill.

Chapel Hill Transit’s new 60-foot-long articulated buses, which can 
bend around turns and carry almost double the number of passengers, 
made their debut.

Rev. Robert Campbell, who has led a long fight on behalf of the Roger Road community, takes a look down the road near his home. 

2007: The Year in



After 22 years, The Book Cellar closed in Carr Mill Mall.
The Really Really Free Market received some help from SURGE, 

who agreed to sponsor the first Saturday of the month free markets. 
The agreement allowed the market to continue  to distribute food, 
heading off a confrontation with the town, which said the group was 
not insured to do so.

With required work on a traffic light still needing to be completed, 
the opening of Carrboro High School came down to the wire — but 
the school opened on time, with a grand ceremony that filled the new 
gymnasium.

Harrington Bank opened its Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. loca-
tion.

Two opposing groups appealed to the Board of County Commis-
sioners for control of the Hillsborough Farmers’ Market. The market 
will open in the county’s new Public Market House in Hillsborough 
in March. The groups are now in mediation.

Fugitive Chapel Hill attorney John McCormick was arrested late 
at night in a city park in Phoenix. He was returned for arraignment in 
Hillsborough.

u In September
Surviving members of the Navy B-1 Band, who helped to break 

down the U.S. Navy’s color barrier, were given the key to Chapel Hill. 
The band, which was based at the Hargraves Center because UNC 
would not allow them to bunk on campus, was also honored at a half-
time ceremony at Kenan Stadium.

The board of commissioners voted to put a real estate transfer tax 
referendum on the ballot next May, rather than in November.

In celebration of United Nations International Peace Day, Sep-
tember 21, members of Triangle Yoga participated in the Global Mala 
Project. A “mala” is a set of 108 prayer beads used in meditation, 
primarily in India and Tibet.

University officials submitted a letter to the Town of Chapel Hill 
asking for expedited review of a special-use permit for an 80,000-
square-foot Innovation Center on a site off Municipal Drive near the 
Horace Williams Airport. The building would be the first in for the 
proposed Carolina North project.

The Carrboro Board of Aldermen gave final approval to The Al-
berta project, a 46,360-square-foot residential and commercial project 
slated for the corner of Roberson Street and Sweet Bay Place.

A confrontation with a cross-country race volunteer at Hank An-
derson Park resulted in misdemeanor charges of assault with a deadly 
weapon against Carrboro Board of Alderman Dan Coleman. Coleman 
and meet volunteer Amanda Kotecki later reach a mediated agree-
ment. Charges were dropped and Coleman issued an apology.

The largest cookie ever baked in Orange County was prepared 
on the Weaver Street Market lawn as part of a fundraiser for the 
ArtsCenter.

Candidates for board of alderman made the rounds of neighbor-
hoods and line up for election forums.

The newly formed Rogers-Eubanks Coalition to End Environmen-
tal Racism asked for and received permission to address the Orange 
County Assembly of Governments. Speaking for the coalition, Neloa 
Jones asked that the county reverse the decision to place a waste trans-
fer station at the Orange County Landfill.

UNC Chancellor James Moeser announced he’ll retire at the end 
of the 2007-08 academic year. A committee formed to find his replce-
ment later reviewed an initial list of 100 candidates.

The Carrboro Music Festival celebrated its 10th year with more 
than 160 acts at 22 venues around town.

u In October
The town reviewed the Shoppes at Jones Ferry, a 7.7-acre devel-

opment with rows of stores and a 52,000-square-foot Harris Teeter 
as the anchor tenant. Nearby residents lined up to tell officials it 
would worsen an already bad traffic situation in their neighbor-
hood.

Six people were treated for non-life-threatening gunshot wounds 
after an early-morning shooting at Visions Night Club on East 
Rosemary Street in Chapel Hill. The club closed for good soon 
after.

Sen. Ellie Kinnaird announced she’ll seek re-election. The 
six-term senator and mayor of Carrboro from 1987-95 had consid-
ered retiring, but decided not to do so when she could not recruit 
another woman to run.

Less than 48 hours after the board of aldermen approved the 
Shoppes at Jones Ferry with only an emergency entrance on Barnes 
Street, the developer notified the town that the project would not 
move forward.

Jim Neal, a Chapel Hill investment banker, announced he’s 
running for U.S. Senate

With potential for new facilities ahead, the ArtsCenter orga-
nized an afternoon charrette to gather community ideas on how 
best to build a bigger and better center for the arts.

Track star Marion Jones pleaded guilty to obstruction charges 
and admited steroid use.

Fire swept through building G of the Highland Hills apartment 
complex. Several people were injured escaping the blaze, which 
took the life of Gloria Ines Suarez, a research associate at the UNC 
Medical School and a leader in the Latino community.

After more than 20 years, the Flying Burrito closed. The new 
owner said he’d try to reopen early next year.

Scooters, Inc. on Main Street opened.
County staff completed the first phase of the county compre-

hensive plan update, which will guide Orange County planning 
through 2030. The plan had not been updated since 1981.

Joe Herzenberg — longtime Chapel Hill Town Council mem-
ber, Democratic Party stalwart, Greenways champion and an astute 
historian of local politics — died from complications of diabetes.

A slow, steady rain provided some short-term relief from the 
drought.

The Carrboro High School band prepared to lead thousands of 
walkers down Franklin Street at Saturday’s Walk for Education 
fundraiser. It was the first time they had participated in the walk.

Orange County declared a stage-two water shortage, tightening 
watering restrictions and the allowable use per day per households.

Concerned about speeding and the increasing use of their street 
as a cut-through, Oak Avenue residents won approval from the 
town for a speed table.

u In November
Following a request from neighbors and the police, the town 

passed a narrowly-tailored anti-lingering ordinance to prevent 
the corner of Davie and Jones Ferry roads, which serves as a day 
laborer pick up spot, from being a hangout after hours.

The board of commissioners voted to reopen the search for a 
waste transfer station site, citing social justice reasons and outcry 
from the community.

Only about 15 percent of the registered voters turned out for 
municipal elections.

Fitch Lumber, one of the oldest family-run businesses in Orange 
County, celebrated its 100th year with a festival and warehouse 
sale.

A corroded pipe that ran from Wendy’s to the sewer line under-
neath Greensboro Street leaked thousands of gallons of sewage that 
found its way into storm drains. The company quickly replaced its 
drains and installed a containment system on Old Pittsboro Road 
until the residual was flushed out.

Marty Ravelette died from injuries in an automobile accident 
near Graham.

The Carrboro Farmers’ Market announced it would go to a year-
round schedule beginning January 5, the first Saturday of 2008. From 
January until March, the market will be open from 9 a.m. to noon, then 
resumes regular hours, 7 a.m. to noon, starting March 15.

An ammonia truck overturned on U.S. 64 closing the highway 
for 24 hours.

Carrboro resident and UNC researcher Darrel Stafford, whose 
work has led to breakthroughs in the study of coagulation and its 
regulation, was among nine individuals presented with the North 
Carolina Award, the state’s highest civilian honor.

More than two dozen residents escaped unharmed as fire swept 
through J Building at Ashbrook Apartments on Jones Ferry Road 
in Carrboro. The cause is under investigation.

u In December
Orange County finance director Ken Chavious – a county em-

ployee for nearly 30 years – retired December 1. Chavious served 
as finance director since 1989.

A morning break-in at Southern Rail led to a strange sequence 
of events, after one suspect was discovered not far away with a 
basket full of steaks, ribs and wine and another was arrested after 
attempting to buy a power cord for a stolen laptop at the PTA 
Thrift Shop.

Alex Zaffron said his farewell to the board of aldermen, remind-
ing his former colleagues still in office of the special qualities of the 
town and requesting that they “not blow it.”

Lydia Lavelle was sworn in as a member of the board of alder-
men along with Dan Coleman and Joal Hall Broun. Mark Chilton 
took the oath as mayor.

Danielle Iredale, who lost her seeing eye dog, Inka, in an early 
morning hit and run at a bus stop on BPW Club Rd. in October 
2006, was awarded $500,000 in civil damages by a jury in Hills-
borough

Barbara Clark, a Pittsboro housekeeper, was accused of fatally 
beating two women who had employed her, after a confrontation 
about theft.

Town officials confirmed that the developer of the Shoppes at 
Jones Ferry is taking the town to court to get full access to Barnes 
Street reinstated in the plan.

Clearing started, but the developer hadn’t submitted plans for 
what’s going to happen on a large parcel of land on the Orange-
Chatham County line that was once considered for a Wal-Mart 
and a Lowes Home Improvement Center.

The board of commissioners agreed to consider a proposal by 
UNC to use county landfill gas to power the university’s Carolina 
North development. Commissioners and county officials said they 
would like to launch a possible gas-recovery project at the landfill 
as a way of reducing greenhouse gases.

UNC scientist Oliver Smithees traveled to Oslo to receive his 
Nobel Prize.

Nice weather led to a large turnout for the annual holiday 
parade.
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The ArtsCenter
Always Inspiring.

929.2787. ext. 201. www.artscenterlive.org
300-G East Main St.  Carrboro.  

American Roots Series Opening Weekend & American Roots Series Opening Weekend & 
WCOM Benefi t
Roots Series Kickoff!  The Roots Series CD will be on sale!Roots Series Kickoff!  The Roots Series CD will be on sale!Roots Series Kickoff
$15, $13 ArtsCenter Friends

Fri. & Sat.
1.4 & 1.5
8:30 p.m.

The Freewheeling Yo La Tengo
See this ever-surprsing band in TAC’s intimate venue! $25

Thurs. 1.10
9 p.m.

Greg Hawks CD Release Concert
$13, $11 ArtsCenter Friends

Fri. 1.11
8:30 p.m.

Nappy Brown Orchestra featuring Sean 
Costello and Big Joe Maher
$25, $23 ArtsCenter Friends

Sat. 1.12
8:30 p.m.

WCOM is looking for people to 
write for our newsletter and to help 
spread the word about Carrboro’s 
community radio station. E-mail 

volunteer@communityradio.coop
and/or call 929-9601 to get involved 
behind-the-scenes with all-volunteer 

radio, and visit us at
www.communityradio.coop

WRITERS/PR PEOPLE WANTED

WE LOOK FORWARD TO TALKING WITH YOU!

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10-8 • SATURDAY 10-6
102 EAST WEAVER STREET

DOWNTOWN CARRBORO
932-HIVE • WALK-INS WELCOME!

Review

Bob Murdaugh, known around town as “Officer Bob,” just before heading out on a long ride. He retired in May after 32 years with Carrboro Police.  
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For the Record
Best ideas of 2007
Contested elections

Things were looking dull in this year’s municipal elec-
tions — at least that’s what some folks thought. But the idea 
that no one should have an unchallenged stroll to re-election 
was at least some of the impetus behind a number of those 
who decided to seek public office. The result was a lot more 
discussion and give-and-take. If you were paying attention, 
you learned a lot. If you weren’t, it was at least entertaining.

A downtown library
Not a new idea, but one that really started to gather a buzz 

last year. It is not lost on folks in Carrboro that a lovely new 
library just went up in Hillsborough. But while there may be 
some hope of county help, it’s likely that it’ll take a consider-
able amount of local effort and support to get things rolling.

Comprehensive plan to end homelessness
The county, towns and a host of social agencies fi-

nalized a plan to end homelessness in Orange County 
in 10 years. It’s a lofty and difficult, if not impossible, 
goal. And it’s been tried before. But this time there is 
a much higher degree of cooperation and coordina-
tion and, with that, a lot more hope for success.

Quickly declaring a water emergency
Showing that lessons were learned in 2002, local 

governments and OWASA were quick to tighten water 
restrictions beyond the mandatory year-round require-
ment already in place. The move put the issue very 
quickly before the public, and water use has dropped.

Rethinking the waste transfer station
Whether it was or not, the idea of placing a waste 

transfer station on Eubanks Road seemed to most 
like a done deal. But an organized and vocal com-
munity response caused the board of county commis-
sioners to back up and try again. The board wisely de-
cided to initiate a full-fledged site-selection process.

Extending Roberson Street 
(or something like it)

There’s still a lot to be thought through in terms 
of how to handle the additional traffic, parking and 
bustle of a much more “vibrant” downtown. The idea 
of extending Roberson Street further east — a sug-
gestion made in a recent traffic study and brought up 
during the campaign by Mayor Mark Chilton — is an 
example of the kind of creativity it’s going to take.

Holding off on the transfer tax 
referendum until 2008

Judging from the effectiveness in other counties of the 
Astroturf campaigns financed by the Realtors PAC, not 
rushing a proposed 0.4 percent land transfer tax onto the 
ballot last November was a right smart move. The ref-
erendum was defeated in 16 North Carolina counties.

Calling it Morris Grove
The old remnants of the school started by Morris Hogan, 

a former slave, sit nearby. And the memories of hundreds 
who attended school there abound. So the decision to name 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools’ 10th elementary school 
Morris Grove wasn’t all that difficult. Even more important 
is the lesson that generations of schoolchildren who pass 
through school will gain: a deeper understanding about an 
oft-forgotten chapter in the history of our community 

Starting T.J. Yates at quarterback
While giving Butch Davis a $291,000 raise after a 4-

8 season maybe wasn’t one of the best ideas of 2006, 
Davis’s decision to start Yates at quarterback was a pretty 
good one. The redshirt freshman from Marietta, Georgia 
broke the school single-season passing yardage record.

Impeaching Cheney and Bush
They were on it long before Cindy Sheehan rolled into 

town, and you can say what you want about the tactics of 
GRIM — the local organization that has pushed for im-
peachment of Vice President Cheney and, following that, 
President Bush and has launched a campaign noting that 
Carrboro is the “Cradle of Impeachment” — but as evi-
dence keeps rolling out about domestic surveillance, po-
litical vendettas, corruption and torture, the concept that 
maybe, just maybe, it’s time to dust off Article II Section 
4 and hold a few hearings makes more and more sense.

LETTERS To ThE EDIToR

Chaining wrong
In response to Mr. Stern’s 

letter of December 12, I am 
outraged that he thinks that a 
chained dog might be perceived 
as “spoiled.” There is no differ-
ence between his dog and the 
hunting dogs that he claims are 
the ones who are being abused. 
This issue is not due to the trans-
gressions of a few. All dog own-
ers who leave their dogs chained 
outside are committing an act of 
animal cruelty. Carrboro is right 
to outlaw this practice and fine 
those who continue to tether 
their dogs. Spoiled dogs are kept 
inside, away from the elements 
and the possibility of being in-
jured by humans or animals in 
the area. 

Mollie Coleman
Carrboro

Thanks
The Foundation for a Sus-

tainable Community (FSC), the 
nonprofit partner of the Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro Chamber of Com-
merce, is proud to announce a 
fourth quarter of record growth 
and community investment. 
This fall, the FSC received over 
$43,000 in funding through 
community events and grant 
support. We would like to thank 
all of our community partners 
who have helped make this fall 
such an exciting time for us.

Thank you to the Carlson 
Family Foundation for investing 
$10,000 in our Business in Edu-
cation Partnership this October 
to support the partnership’s var-
ied activities linking business 
leaders with our local school stu-
dents and linking our students 

to jobs here in Orange County.
The FSC also recently con-

cluded a challenge grant at the 
Triangle Community Founda-
tion that raised $15,000 for the 
foundation’s local community 
work and its investment in a met-
ric to certify small enterprises as 
sustainable. Frank Phoenix of 
the Fenwick Family Foundation 
and Greenbridge Developments 
launched the challenge with a 
$10,000 investment, and the 
Mark and Cynthia Kuhn Family 
Fund, the InSight Fund and the 
Noel Family Fund all invested in 
the FSC through the challenge.

We are grateful for our other 
community partnerships, es-
pecially Community Tuesdays 
with the Chapel Hill Restau-
rant Group, a partnership in the 
month of October that raised 
$4,000 for the FSC. Our online 
auction this year was our  most 
successful ever, garnering over 
$9,000 thanks to the many gener-
ous folks in our community and 
beyond who donated items and 
bid on items in the auction. And 
we were proud to partner with 
this year’s Leadership Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro class, the Carolina 
Inn and DSI Comedy Theater to 
raise more than $14,000 for eight 
other local nonprofits.

Our deepest thanks to all of 
you who work with us every day 
to build a sustainable commu-
nity. Together, we are changing 
the way that organizations and 
individuals engage their com-
munities and their environment 
and making them more success-
ful for it.

Aaron Nelson
Executive Director
Foundation for a Sustainable 
Community

LETTERS PoLICy

Letters should be no more than 425 words in length 
and must be accompanied by the author’s name, ad-
dress and contact information. We will publish one let-
ter per author per month. Typed letters are preferred and 
email even more so. That said, send your letters to:

Letters to the editor
Box 248
Carrboro, North Carolina  27510

Email: editor@carrborocitizen.com

Fax: 942-2195

ILLUSTRATION BY PHIL BLANK

Alfred Henry Baumhover, 85, 
who was known within Carrboro’s 
Webbwood community as “Sir 
Alfred” because he was knighted by 
Queen Juliana of  the Netherlands in 
1955, died Feb. 21.

Former Carrboro city attorney 
and district court judge Lowry Mat-
thews Betts, 76, died July 9, having 
practiced law in North Carolina for 
more than 50 years. 

Christopher James “Jamie” 
Bishop, 35, was shot and killed in 
Blacksburg, Va. on April 16. Bishop, 

a German-lan-
guage instruc-
tor, science 
fiction artist 
and former 
Carrboro resi-
dent, was one 
of  33 people 
killed in the 
Virginia Tech 

shootings.  

Former Carrboro Mayor Pro-Tem 
John D. Boone Jr., who dedicated 
his life to serving the Carrboro com-
munity, died April 28 at the age of  
78.

Quincy Bowens, 15, was shot 
and killed on June 25 while protecting 
his 2-year-old cousin from a drive-by 
shooting. The shooting occurred in 
front of  his aunt’s Durham apart-
ment.  

Lisa Garmon, 
community activ-
ist and founder of  
the women’s liter-
ary organization 
the Lillith Collec-
tive, died July 3, at 
the age of  47. 

Rita Gray, who worked tire-
lessly for the IFC and Volunteers for 
Youth, died in May, at the age of  67.

Former Chapel Hill Town Coun-
cil member Joe Herzenberg, a 
civil rights advocate who was North 
Carolina’s first openly gay elected 

official and champion of  greenways, 
died Oct. 28, at the age of  66.

Dr. Ronald W. Hyatt, a UNC-
Chapel Hill professor, coach, faculty 
marshal and lifetime advocate of  
physical fitness, died June 13, at the 
age of  73.  

Sara Marie Pope Lewallen, 75, 
who helped establish the Farmers’ 
Market in Carrboro, died Aug. 20.

Pulitzer Prize-winning editorial 
cartoonist Doug Marlette died in an 
automobile accident in Mississippi on 
July 10, at the age of  57.  

Doug O’Dell, 53, founder, owner 
and operator of  Chapel Hill Rare 
Books, died March 23.

Daniel Okun, Kenan profes-
sor of  environmental sciences and 
engineering at UNC-Chapel Hill and 
passionate protectionist of  water 
resources, died Dec. 10, at the age of  
90.

J. Kirk Osborn, 64, a Chapel Hill 
attorney and former public defender 
who recently represented Reade 
Seligman in the Duke lacrosse case, 
died March 25.

Max Paul, the well-traveled World 
War II veteran who was “a fixture 

around Weaver Street Market,” died 
on June 13, at the age of  87.  

UNC-Chapel Hill student Jason 
Kendall Ray, 21, who cheered on 
the Tar Heels from beneath the Ra-
meses costume, died March 26, after 
he was hit by an automobile in Fort 
Lee, N.J.  

Former school board chair and 
education advocate Mary Scroggs, 
85, died in April.

UNC social 
work and medi-
cal school pro-
fessor Florence 
Gray Soltys, 
who devoted 
much of  her life 
to advocating for 
the rights of  the 
elderly at local, 
county and state 
levels, died on 
Sept. 27, at the age of  72. 

Lucy W. Straley, 93, a founding 
member of  the Community Church 
of  Chapel Hill and widow of  UNC-
Chapel Hill professor and civil rights 
advocate Joseph Straley, died on 
March 29.  

Gloria Ines 
Suarez, 55, 
staff  member 
of  UNC-
Chapel Hill’s 
Program on 
Integrative 
Medicine, died 
in a fire that 
engulfed her 
home at Highland Hills 
Apartments on Sept. 30. 

Marty Ravellette, 67, who was 
famous in the community and across 
the nation for living a full, productive 
life despite having been born without 
arms, died Nov. 12. 

Army Sgt. Lee C. Wilson, 30, 
was killed in action on Sept. 6, when 
a bomb exploded near his vehicle in 
Mosul, Iraq. Wilson, a graduate of  
Chapel Hill High School, was one of  
three soldiers killed in the explosion.  

2007 IN MEMORIAM
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Real estate

CITIZEN CLASSIFIEDS
Place YOUR ad at

www.carrborocitizen.com/classifieds 24/7!!

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES
$5.00/issue for up to 15 words.  Words over 15: $0.35/word/issue

Place your classified ad online until 
MIDNIGHT Tuesday before publication!

The ArtsCenter, 5
The Beehive, 5

Blunden Studio, 8
Walker Brown, 8

Carrboro Family Vision, 3
Cat’s Cradle, 2

Epting & Hackney, 4
Hillsborough Yarn Shop, 3

Integrated Water Strategies, 4
Pat Neagle, 3

Orange County Solid Waste Mgt, 3, 5, 8
Peck and Artisans, 3

Dan Ryon, 3
Scooters, Inc., 8
Southern Rail, 3

3 Cups, 4
True Craftsmen, 3
Walker Brown, 4

WCHL, 8
WCOM, 5

Weaver Street Realty, 2

Advertising Index

Home
Improvement

non-toxIc House-
Hold products! Join a 
buyers club for non-toxic house-
hold products and get your en-
vironmentally friendly tea-tree 
based products at wholesale 
prices! Guaranteed and awe-
some! Trial periods of 3 months 
available! All details provide 
upon request! Hurry now and 
get year end savings! Contact: 
environment4life@yahoo.com 
967-7752 

servIces
Astrology: Gift yourself 
and/ or someone else you love 
with an astrological reading. It is 
a great and meaningful way to 
start the year. Rates affordable.
and flexible. Bruno Sorrentino - 
Full Moon Astrology. 932-7240 
-bruki@peoplepc.co 

clAsses/
InstructIon

need drum lessons? 
Music major with over 20 years 
touring and recording experi-
ence is now available for private 
lessons. Versed in many styles: 
including New Orleans funk/ 
R&B and second line, cajun and 
zydeco, blues, pop/ rock, mellow 
singer/ songwriter type material, 
rockabilly, old school rock & roll, 
country and honkey tonk. Will 
take all levels from beginners to 
advanced. 919-291-7498 evans.
nicholson@gmail.com 

notIces
support group for Male 
Survivors of Sexual Violence. 
The Orange County Rape Cri-
sis Center is offering a 10-week 
support group for Male Survi-
vors of Sexual Violence start-
ing February 4th. Pre-screening 
is required to participate in this 
group. Application deadline is 
January 16th. Please call (919) 
968-4647 or email sage@ocrcc.
org for more information. 

Homes for 
sAle

103 fernwood 
court

Open House 12/9/07 from 
2-4!! Beautiful transitional-3 
Bedroom, 2.5 Bath-.93 acre, 
cul-de-sac lot-private pool-
screened-in porch-much 
more-listed @ $312,000! 
869-1152

cArrboro cottAge! 
113 Dillard St. 2BR/1B, brick pa-
tio, fenced back yard, nice shed, 
garden space, long leaf pines 
and quiet neighborhood. Walk 
everywhere. Not-so-big and not 
to be missed! Buyers’ agents 
2%. $237,000. 919-360-4346. 

3 br/2 bA on 2+ Acres. 
Not your everyday double-wide 
- this one completely redone! 
Crown molding, new floors, cus-
tom cabinets. Huge wired work-
shop. $110,000 WeaverStreet-
Realty.com 929-5658 

bIg yArd for kids or pets! 
Cute renovated homes on a 
quiet, no-thru street. Bamboo 
floors, new appliances & fixtures. 
McDougle Schools. $195,000-
$199,000 WeaverStreetRealty.
com 929-5658 

1910 bungAlow w/ pine 
floors, sunroom, modern kitch-
en, deck & long front porch. Cor-
ner lot in sweet li’l mill village 25 
minutes from Carrboro. $83,000 
WeaverStreetRealty.com 929-
5658 

rurAl oAsIs miles from 
Carrboro. 4 BR/3 BA home w/ 
flexible spaces. Private wooded 
3.8 acre lot w/ creek adjoins 
community pond next door. 
$329,000 WeaverStreetRealty.
com 929-565 

lAnd for sAle
66 Acres on Durham/ Or-
ange line. Gorgeous wooded 
land with elevated areas. Zoned 
for residential development but 
would also make a lovely estate. 
$1,595,000 WeaverStreetRealty.
com 929-5658 

offIce spAce 
for rent

downtown cArr-
boro offIce-$500 Sun-
ny corner office within a three 
office suite. Includes: efficiency 
kitchen, waiting room and bath-
room. All utilities are included 
(water, electricity and WIFI). Call 
Shari at 919-442-3001! 929-
5553 

Special Events
The Eno River State Park will host several 
events this holiday season. Visitors to the park 
will be able to bird watch on Saturday, December 29 
at 9 a.m. On Tuesday, January 1 at 2 p.m., the Eno 
River Association will host a New Year’s Day Hike 
at the Eno River State Park. Call 383-1686 for more 
information and to RSVP.

Kids
Preschool Story Time – At the Carrboro Branch 
Library. Every Saturday at 10:30am. Miz Moon will 
start off a new year of Toddler Times with an Anansi 
story and The Three Snow Bears by Jan Brett at 
the Carrboro Branch Library on Thursday, Jan 3. All 
preschoolers are invited to this free program. For 
more info, call 969-3006.

ComedySportz 4 Kidz - Games & improv for 
the 12 & under crowd. Saturdays, 5pm. $10, students 
$8, kids under 5 $5. DSI Comedy Theater, 200 N 
Greensboro St, Ste B-11, Carr Mill Mall, Carrboro, 338-
8150, www.dsicomedytheater.com.

Express Yourself! - Art program for ages 3-8 & 
their caregivers. Weekly art projects for children & 
adults to explore their own creative paths; registration 
requested. Saturdays, 10:45-11:15 & 11:30am-noon. $2. 
Kidzu Children’s Museum, 105 E Franklin St, Chapel Hill. 
933-1455, www.kidzuchildrensmuseum.org.

Volunteers
Meals on Wheels – Seeks volunteers to deliver 
meals and/or bake simple desserts for recipients in the 
Chapel Hill/Carrboro area. For more info, call 942-
2948.

Goathouse Cat Refuge – Seeks volunteers to help 
with rescued cats & kittens. For more info, call Bonny 
at 545-2825 or email her at brooze@embarqmail.com.

Health
Living with Advanced/Metastatic Cancer – A 
bi-weekly support group. Meets 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 
of every month, 3:30-5pm. Drop-in, no charge. 
Cornucopia House Cancer Support Center, Chapel 
Hill. 401-9333, www.cornucopiahouse.org.

Museums
Planetarium & Digital Theater Shows - Science 
LIVE Demos. Ongoing. Morehead Planetarium, 
250 E Franklin St, Chapel Hill. Info hotline 
549-6863, office 962-1236, tickets 843-7997. Thu-
Sat 10am-5pm, 6:30-9:15pm. Tickets $5.25; $4.25 
seniors, students & children. For more info, visit www.
moreheadplanetarium.org.

Wilson Library – A Nursery of Patriotism: The 
University at War, 1861-1945. Exhibit on war’s historic 
impact on UNC-Chapel Hill. In the Manuscripts Dept 
(4th floor) at Wilson Library, UNC Campus, through 
Feb. www.lib.unc.edu/spotlight/universityatwar.html. 

Theater
PlayMakers Repertory Company will present 
playwright Lisa Kron in the one-woman play 2.5 
Minute Ride, from Jan. 9-13. Kron weaves the story of 
a pilgrimage with her father to Auschwitz with a tale 
about visiting the roller coaster capital of the world 
in Ohio. Shows will be at 8 p.m. nightly and 2 p.m. 
on Jan. 13. Tickets are $24 to $32, available at www.
playmakersrep.org or (919) 962-PLAY.

Dance

Salsa/Mambo - 3rd Saturdays, lesson 8pm, dance 
8:30-11pm. $7, 358-4201, salsa_4u2@yahoo.com. 
Fred Astaire Dance Studio, 4702 Garrett Rd, Durham 
(Hillsborough).

Ballroom Dancing — 4th & 5th Thursdays, 7-
9:30pm, $2. 933-8982. Seymour Senior Center, 2551 
Homestead Rd, Chapel Hill, 968-2070.

Studio A Dancers present a dance theater 
performance of “The Last of the Really Great 
Whangdoodles” , adapted from the book by Julie 
Andrews Edwards.  Performances Saturday Jan. 19 
at 2pm and 6pm.  East Chapel Hill High Auditorium. 
Tickets $5.00 available at Dancentre (967-4100/www.
dancentre.net) and at the door.  The performance will 
be narrated and is  appropriate for young audiences.

Comedy
New Year’s Eve Comedy Explosion - 5pm: 
ComedySportz® for Kidz; 7:30pm: ComedySportz ®; 
10pm: New Year’s Eve Party with DSIWitness News 
& Cajones. Mon, Dec 31, 5pm. DSI Comedy Theater, 
200 N Greensboro St, Ste B-11, Carr Mill Mall, 
Carrboro, 338-8150, www.dsicomedytheater.com.

Literary Discussion/Open Mic
A Being More Intense: British Romantic Writers 
Exhibit in the Rare Book Collection - Through Dec 31. 
UNC Campus: Wilson Library, 201 South Rd, Chapel 
Hill.

Open Mic - For poetry, music & short fiction. 
Tuesdays at 7pm, Market Street Books & Maps, 
Southern Village, 610 Market St, Chapel Hill. 933-5111, 
www.marketstreetbooks.com.

Community Calendar
Got an event you’d like to see in our calendars?
email us at: calendar@carrborocitizen.com or drop us a line: P.O. Box 248, 
Carrboro NC 27510. Please send calendar items no later than one week prior to publication.

Want to Reach
The Citizen?

By Foot:
309 Weaver St., Suite 300

Carrboro N.C. 27510

By Mail:
P.O. Box 248

Carrboro N.C. 27510

By Phone:
919-942-2100

Fax 919-942-2195

By Email:

Advertising
ads@carrborocitizen.com

News
editor@carrborocitizen.com

Calendar
calendar@carrborocitizen.com

2007
FROM PAgE 1

opponents Brian Voyce and 
Chuck Morton kept the dis-
cussion lively and took the 
campaign to more living 
rooms than anticipated.

The board of aldermen 
switched around as well, 
starting with the decision by 

Alex Zaffron to not seek re-
election after 12 years on the 
board. With an open seat and 
appointed incumbent Dan 
Coleman vying in his first 
election, the aldermen elec-
tions were more spirited than 
usual. Coleman won, amid a 
vigorous campaign to unseat 
him, as did incumbent Joal 
Hall Broun. But the top vote-
getter was newcomer Lydia 
Lavelle, who like Sharon Cook 

and Katrina Ryan was in the 
running to become the first 
resident of the new northern 
section of town to win a seat 
on the board.

In Chapel Hill, the down-
side of incumbency and hard 
campaigning by challeng-
ers led to the defeat of Cam 
Hill and newcomer Matt Cza-
jkowski’s victory. Czajkowski 
joins incumbents Jim Ward, 
Sally Greene and Bill Strom 

and Mayor Kevin Foy on the 
reconstituted council.

The biggest story of the 
year, though, involved not 
a few of us, but all of us, as 
our thirsty community expe-
rienced record-setting heat 
along with a serious and last-
ing lack of rain leading to a 
drought that could prove every 
bit as severe as the last one, in 
2002. Even mandatory year-
round restrictions started in 

response to the 2002 drought 
proved not enough, and tight-
er restrictions were declared 
in October. Lake levels as of 
this writing are down to about 
43 percent of capacity and the 
state climate office is predict-
ing a dry, warm winter ahead.

A somewhat complete run-
down on 2007’s highlights 
and lowlights can be found on 
page four and five.

PLEASE 
RECYCLE 

THIS 
PAPER
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Your Category and Your Listing
Here Will Promote Your Valuable Service

to Your Customers

To place your listing call Robert Dickson at 942-2100, 
fax your information to 942-2195 

or email publisher@carrborocitizen.com

APPLIANCES
Bud Matthews Services

Appliance service for all major brands
Repair and replacement of heat and air

Serving Chapel Hill & Carrboro since 1981
Office: 919-929-0203  Fax: 919-933-6449

CLEANING SERVICE

Bud Matthews Home Repair & Improvement
Carpentry, plumbing, electrical, remodeling and 
repair. - Licensed, insured. All work fully guaranteed. 
Member: Chamber of Commerce, Better Business 

Bureau - Office: 919-929-0203  Fax: 919-933-6449

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Service Directory
5,000 copies distributed weekly. Call 919-942-2100 to place your ad.

$12 per week * 5 lines * MiniMuM 4 weeks

GRAPHIC ARTS

Archer Graphics
Signs and Gallery

Custom Design for Visual Arts
from Hand Painted to Digital. Since 1975

206 E. Main ~ Carrboro ~ 929-7522

GREEN BUILDING

KIM’S CLEANING SERVICES
Local, hardworking, experienced housekeeper.

References available, reasonable rates.
Weekly or Biweekly, special occasions

Please call 919-942-0382

COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS
THE CARRBORO CITIZEN

5000 copies delivered every Thursday in Carrboro, 
Chapel Hill, Hillsborough and Pittsboro.

MILL is our new arts, literature and music publication  
available the 1st Thursday of each month.

PECK & ARTISANS
Green Construction & Remodeling

Innovative Plumbing • Custom Tiling
We specialize in Recycling & Re-Using.

919 933 8485
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Blunden Studio

The Colors of
Green

Architects in Carrboro
www.blundenstudio.com

Orange County Solid Waste Management                            
968-2788

recycling@co.orange.nc.us
www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling/

Christmas Holiday Schedule
Orange County Solid Waste Management

Orange County Landfill

Solid Waste Convenience Centers
will close early, 2:00pm Monday December 24

Closed Tuesday December 25                          
Closed (as usual) Wednesday December 26               

Regular hours resume Thursday December 27             
7 am -7 pm

Curbside Recycling             
NO SERVICE on Tuesday December 25                  

The make-up recycling day will be Saturday December 29
Please have your bins out by 7:00 am

and all associated programs such as the Hazardous Waste Collection, 
electronics recycling and mulch sales

will close early, 2:00pm Monday December 24
Closed Tuesday December 25                          

Regular hours resume Wednesday December 26

recently
from page 1

Arnel started in 1978, 
when the local program 
was but two years old. The 
program, which delivers 
meals to the homebound, 
had started with four clients 
through the efforts of the late 
Sophie Martin, a member of 
Chapel of the Cross. Florence 
Soltys (who died in Septem-
ber) served for a year as the 
first director at a time when 
nutrition was her field, before 
she went into social work 
and the needs of the elderly, 
perhaps providing her with 
the impetus for the future 
endeavors with which she 
made such a strong impact. 

Arnel delivered meals, 
and after the second direc-
tor left, decided to take on 
that part-time position. 

“I didn’t think I’d 
last more than a year 
or so,” Arnel said. 

Instead, she has outlasted 
hundreds of volunteers and 
clients. The program now 
serves Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
and Southern Orange County 
with eight routes delivered 
five days a week by a hundred 
or so volunteers — some 
delivering weekly, some 
monthly, some as needed. For 
many of the shut-ins, those 
delivering meals are the only 
people they see for days at 
a time. And when a deliv-
ery volunteer has concerns 
about a client, they know 
that a heads-up to Arnel will 
get her attention to them. 

“She’s been so reliable, 
so pleasant and so helpful 
to so many of the clients,” 
said volunteer Irma Stein. 
“She goes out of her way.”

Each potential client 
has received a visit from 
Arnel, who determines 
qualifications for delivery. 

“We have all ages and 
incomes,” Arnel said of the 
72 clients on the current 

delivery list. Some people get 
better and leave the program, 
and some die, she said.

What will Arnel do with 
the extra 20 hours a week? 

“I’m going to clean the 
house!” she said laughing, 
but added that she’d like to 
volunteer with an English as 
a Second Language program, 
take a computer course, be-
come more involved with her 
French group (she was born 
in Paris) and rock garden 
group and continue a strong 
involvement with her church. 
And she’ll continue to serve 
as day chairman on Tuesdays, 
scheduling volunteers until 
a replacement is found. 

“She’s a loving, caring 
presence and always has 
been,” said Pam Drake, who 
has been delivering since 
1980. “She’s just a delight. 
We’ll really miss her.” 

Contact Valarie 
Schwartz at valariekays@
mac.com or 923-3746. 
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Bolin Creek greenway and 
adjacent hundreds of acres 
of the university’s Hor-
ace Williams property. 

This New Year’s Day, take 
time out for a walk in the 
woods. Look for a special tree 
that speaks to you and give it 
a hug. Take your family and 
friends. Some trees require 
more than one person for 
a hug. Or, each individual 
can adopt a different special 
tree. Make a personal resolu-
tion to take this walk at least 
once a week. If not for the 
tree, do it for yourself.

The winter months are 
great times for woods walks. 
Sunlight streams down through 
the canopy of bare tree limbs 
to show off, here and there, 
clumps of evergreen ferns and 
evergreen wildflowers soak-
ing up the winter sunlight. 

  My thrill is seeing the lay 
of the land, the ups and downs 
of slopes, and all the different 
kinds of trees. If you pause 
to observe, you will begin to 
detect the variety of textures 
and colors of tree trunks. 
Most are distinctive enough 

to allow you to identify them 
without their leaves. Sometime 
in January or February, I’m 
going to lead a tree identifi-
cation walk on the Adams 
Tract to prove this to you.

But don’t wait for me. This 
New Year’s Day, get yourself 

out there in the woods for a 
walk in search of your very 
own huggable tree. And while 
you’re hugging it, don’t forget 
to look up to the very top. 
You will not forget that hug!

And good wishes from me 
to you and your tree for 2008.
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