
More Information
Learn more about the Creative Commons:
<http://creativecommons.org/learn/>.

Choose a license for your work:
<http://creativecommons.org/license/>.

Get content free for copying or reuse: 
<http://creativecommons.org/getcontent/>.

Recent Commoners
The Public Library of Science 
(PLoS), an international nonprofi t, 
recently released its fi rst open ac-
cess publication under a Creative 
Commons License: PLoS Biology, a 
world-class, peer-reviewed scientifi c 
journal. Read the fi rst issue at <http:
//biology.plosjournals.org>.

iCommons: We’re working on international ver-
sions of our legal documents and invite you to 
participate in any one of our country-specifi c dis-
cussions. Learn more about iCommons: <http://
creativecommons.org/projects/international/
>.

Sampling License: We’re in the process of creat-
ing a license that permits commercial sampling of 
your work but prohibits commercial verbatim copy-
ing. The license is currently being discussed in a 
public forum. Join: <http://creativecommons.org/
discuss#sampling>.

Coming Soon

Store
Creative Commons Some Rights Reserved t-shirts 
are available for $20 at the Creative Commons online 
store: <http://creativecommons.org/store>.
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What is Creative Commons? How does it work? Find content to reuse
Creative Commons is a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t orga-
nization devoted to expanding the range of creative 
and educational materials available for others to build 
upon and share.

Math

By 
Professor 

Jones

If you publish your content online, we provide an in-
terface that helps you tell the world how people may 
distribute and reuse your content. We can also help 
you fi nd content to share and transform. 

Every Creative Commons license allows the world 
to distribute, display, copy, and webcast your work 
— provided users abide by certain conditions of your 
choice. There are four conditions you can apply with a 
Creative Commons License.

About the licenses

Attribution: You must be given credit
for your creation.

Noncommercial: Your content may
not be used for commercial purposes
without your permission.

No Derivative Works: Your content 
may not be altered or transformed.

Share Alike: You permit others to 
distribute derivative works only under 
a license identical to the one that 
governs your work. 

When Anita chooses a 
Creative Commons li-
cense, she gets an easy-
to-understand, legally 
sound, and technically 
savvy license — free of 
charge. Every license 
is expressed in three 
ways, so that when Anita 
licenses her song “Vol-
cano Love,” she:

i love to jam!

Links to a human-readable sum-
mary of the license so that when 
John, a fi lmmaker, fi nds her song 
while surfi ng  the Internet, he 
understands how he may use it 
— even though he has never spo-
ken to or met Anita.

Links to a lawyer-readbable li-
cense, a thorough legal document 
that defi nes the terms in which 
others may distribute or re-use 
her song.

Includes some machine-readable 
code in her website, or MP3 fi le, 
so that search engines can easily 
lead John, and other artists to
her song.
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If John likes Anita’s 
song, and the li-
cense permits, he 
may include it in 
his fi lm.

Creative Commons can help you fi nd content to re-
use. We’ve compiled a list of great places to locate 
reusable text, audio, video, images, etc., at <http:
//creativecommons.org/getcontent/>. Here are a 
few examples of what you might fi nd:

Do you like this photo?
Go ahead and reuse it! It’s available 
under an Attribution-ShareAlike-Non-
Commercial license. Download it: 
<http://photos.metafilter.com/
index.cfm/series/67/start/9>. 
Or go to our website and look 
for hundreds of licensed photos: 
<http://creativecommons.org/
getcontent/>.

photo by Matt Haughey

Do you like to remix music?

BM Relocation Program is a band that has licensed 
many songs under an Attribution-ShareAlike license. 
We invited several other musicians to remix their song 
“Superego Exchange” and chose a few entries to in-
clude on our new Copy Me/Remix Me CD, a compi-
lation of freely licensed tunes. You can fi nd other BM 
Relocation songs, among hundreds of others by artists 
from around the world, at <http://opsound.org/>, a 
pool of royalty-free music licensed with Creative Com-
mons tools.

Want to read a good book?
Celebrated science-fi ction author 
Cory Doctorow licensed his fi rst novel 
Down and Out in the Magic Kingdom
under an Attribution-Non-Commercial-
NoDerivativeWorks license.  Download 
it: <http://www.craphound.com/
down/download.php>. You can also 
purchase the physical book at <http:
//www.amazon.com>.
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