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FADE | N:

EXT. CATY - STREET - DAY

The busi ness area of a mid-sized city.

SUPER: "The day before Christnas. The present.”
A large sign stands out on one buil di ng:
"Scrooge & Marl ey Accounting Services”

Anmong the nearby cars, a VAN is parked on the street.

| NT. SCROOGE/ MARLEY BUSI NESS - DAY

EBENEEZER SCROOGE, 60s, puts on his coat. He is gray and
| ooks ol der. He has the body | anguage of an inpatient tyrant.

He stands near the desk of BOB CRATCH T, 40s.

BOB CRATCHI T
Isn't it early for the bank, sir?

SCROOGE
It is. But they insist on closing
early today, which neans | nust
| eave early to get inline with
all the other businessnmen | osing
noney today. How soon before you
wrap that up?

Cratchit has been working at his conputer

BOB CRATCHI T
A few days yet, sir.

SCROOGE
| suppose you don't want to work
| ate tonight. We'll talk about it
when | get back

He goes to the door. Stops, turns.



SCROOGE
My nephew is comng by for ny
conputer. He insists on updating
sonet hi ng or ot her.

BOB CRATCHI T

You won't have your conputer, sir?
SCROOGE

He's giving ne a | oaner. He says

| can still do ny accounts on it.

Back to work.
He | eaves.

Bob Cratchit takes a deep breath and returns to his conputer.

EXT. SCROOGE/ MARLEY BUSI NESS - DAY

Scrooge cones out and heads up the street, toward the van.

I NT. VAN - DAY

Wat chi ng Scrooge fromthe van are MRS. CRATCHI T, 40s, and
FRED HOLYWELL, 30s.

Behi nd the wheel is Ms. Cratchit's brother, CHARLES, 30s.

FRED
Her e he cones.

MRS. CRATCHI T
Wait till he gets out of sight.

They wat ch Scrooge nove past the van.

FRED
Vel |, here goes.

CHARLES
Fred?

FRED

Yes.



CHARLES
Don't forget the conputer

FRED
Ri ght .

He fetches a | aptop and exits the van.
MRS. CRATCHI T
| hope this works.
| NT. SCROOGE/ MARLEY BUSI NESS - DAY
Bob Cratchit is still hunched close to the desktop conputer.

The door opens and Fred enters, carrying the | aptop.

FRED
Merry Christmas, Bob! Is ny uncle
around?

BOB CRATCHI T

He just went to the bank. He
shoul dn't be long if you want to
wait .

FRED
Last m nute shopping to do. |
just need to pick up his |aptop.
| told himl"'d update Wndows. O
course, he'd have nothing to do
with it unless | gave hima
| oaner. 1'1l nake the exchange
and be on ny way.

Fred qui ckly heads into Scrooge's office.

BOB CRATCHI T
M. Scrooge doesn't |ike anyone
entering ... but | guess it's

okay this once.

I NT. SCROOGE/ MARLEY BUSI NESS - SCROOGE' S COFFI CE - DAY

Fred goes to a | aptop on the desk.



He makes the exchange, |eaving the one he brought fromthe van.
He pauses a nonent, as if naking a secret incantation for
Good Luck.
| NT. SCROOGE/ MARLEY BUSI NESS
Fred exits Scrooge's office with the other |aptop.
FRED

| hope Uncle Scrooge is letting
you go hone early today.

BOB CRATCHI T
He usually does, in his own sweet
time.

FRED
Maybe 1'1|l stop by later and put
in a good word. | want to nake

sure he's confortable with the
| oaner. Uncle Scrooge isn't the
nost conputer literate man in

t he worl d.

BOB CRATCHI T
|"ve noticed that, yes. Even |
have had to help himfromtinme to
time, and I"'mno whiz at it.

FRED
"Il see you in a few hours then.
If you're still here. Merry

Chri st nas, Bob!

BOB CRATCHI T
Merry Christmas, Fred ..

EXT. SCROOGE/ MARLEY BUSI NESS - DAY
Fred cones out.

He gives a "thunbs up” in the direction of the van and noves
of .



| NT. VAN - DAY
Ms. Cratchit and Charl es get the signal

MRS. CRATCH T
All set then.

Charles starts the engine, and the van heads out.

EXT. CITY - STREET - DAY
Scrooge continues wal king to the bank.

The van approaches behi nd him

| NT. VAN - DAY
Ms. Cratchit sees Scrooge on the street.

MRS. CRATCHI T
Oh ny God, there he is!

She ducks down out of sight.

CHARLES
Aren't you carrying this a little
far?

MRS. CRATCHI T
You don't know how that man's
m nd works. He sees conspiracies
everywhere. And he thinks |I'm
headst r ong.
Charl es | aughs.

CHARLES
| like himbetter already.

EXT. CGTY - STREET - DAY

The van passes. Scrooge wal ks on.



| NT. BANK - DAY
Scrooge stands in line at a window. He fidgets.

The bank is crowded with HOLI DAY SHOPPERS. Lines at every
wi ndow.

Scrooge | ooks nore inpatient. Finally he taps the shoul der
of a WOMAN in front of him

SCROOGE
Excuse ne. I'min a hurry. Do you
mnd if |--?

WOVAN
W're all in a hurry. | stil
have shopping to do. | suppose
you do, too.

SCROOGE

Shoppi ng? What shopping is that?

WOVAN
For Christnas, of course. Oh, |
see. That was a j oke.

SCROOGE
Christrmas is the joke! It's
Christmas that has the bank
closing early, and Christnas that
puts me here in line, waiting and
| osing noney while I'mdoing it.

A GENTLEMAN ahead of the woman has heard what is going on.

GENTLEMAN
["min no hurry. You can go in
front of me if you I|ike.

SCROOGE
Then | will.

He nmoves up in |ine.

GENTLEMAN
Merry Christmas to you, sir.



SCROOGE
Don't press your | uck.

GENTLEMAN
Sir?

The wi ndow i s open.

BANK TELLER
Next pl ease.

Scrooge steps up to the w ndow.

BANK TELLER
Merry Christmas, M. Scrooge.

SCROOGE
Is it? You close early today, so
| have to come earlier than usua
when | have work to do in the
of fice. Do you know how much
noney |'m 1l osing by being here?

BANK TELLER
l|"msure the work will wait for you.

She takes Scrooge's deposit and enters it in her conputer.

BANK TELLER
You' ve done your shopping early,
have you?

SCROOGE
| don't |ike shopping.

BANK TELLER
In a couple hours, | think I"l
be agreeing with you. You're all set.

Scrooge takes his recei pt and steps away.

BANK TELLER
And Merry Christmas, even if you
don't like me saying it.

SCROOGE
(under his breath)
Bah, hunbug.



EXT. STREET -

DAY

Scrooge noves down the street.

A SOLICI TOR catches up with him

Scrooge j ust

SOLI Cl TOR
Excuse ne, sir. Ebeneezer Scrooge,
isn"t it?

SCROOGE
Do | know you?

SOLI C TOR
W tal ked several nonths ago. At
a busi ness associ ati on neeti ng.

SCROOGE
| don't recall

SOLI C TOR
At any rate, I'mcollecting
donations for a new honel ess
shelter. | have the holiday spirit!

stares at him

SOLI C TOR
| was thinking you m ght want to
gi ve sonet hi ng.

SCROOGE
Then you thi nk wrong.
SOLI CI TOR
Ebeneezer, |I'm sure you're aware

t hat our honel ess popul ati on
continues to grow and- -

SCROOGE
Let them get jobs |ike anyone el se.

SOLI C TOR
In today's econony that's not--

SCROOGE
| never nmet a nan who wanted a
job who couldn't find one.



SOLI C TOR
| beg to disagree--

SCROOGE
You're entitled to your opinion.
And I'mentitled to mne. | think

we' re done here.
Scrooge steps away.
SOLI Cl TOR
(after him
No hard feelings, | hope. Merry
Chri st nas, Ebeneezer.
SCROOGE

(to hinself)
Bah, hunbug ...

I NT. SCROOGE/ MARLEY BUSI NESS - DAY
Bob Cratchit stands at a coffee machine. He pours a cup.
Scrooge enters.
SCROOGE
Early for a coffee break, isn't
it, Cratchit?
Cratchit hurries back to his desk.
BOB CRATCHI T
Your nephew cane by. He took your
conputer and left a | oaner. |
assunme this was okay.

Scrooge goes into his office.

I NT. SCROOGE/ MARLEY BUSI NESS - SCROOGE' S COFFI CE - DAY

Scrooge sits down at his desk. He stares at the replacenent
| apt op conput er

Finally he turns it on. It boots up.

Scrooge stares at it.



Al nost

SCROOGE
Cratchit!

i medi ately Cratchit hovers in the doorway.

BOB CRATCHI T
M. Scrooge?

SCROOGE
| thought you said nmy nephew t ook

my conputer.

BOB CRATCH T
He did, sir.

SCROOGE
Are you sure? This | ooks exactly
i ke nmy computer.

BOB CRATCHI T
| saw himtake it nyself. It nust
be the sane nodel

SCROOGE
Perhaps so. I'Il call him

BOB CRATCHI T
He said he had shopping to do,

sir. But he planned to stop by later.

SCROOGE
Shoppi ng! Has the world gone crazy?
BOB CRATCHI T
Sir?
SCROOGE
Crazy with Christmas shoppi ng!
BOB CRATCHI T
| see, sir.
SCROOGE

Very well then. Back to work.

Cratchit scuffles off.

St ooge stares at the conputer.

10.



EXT. CRATCH T APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY

The van pulls in front of an apartnent buil ding.

I NT. VAN - DAY

Ms. Cratchit reaches for the door,

t hen stops and turns.

MRS. CRATCH T

This has got to work. |

"mat ny

wit's end with that old nman. God
knows, Bob will never stand up to

hi m

CHARLES
Rel ax and let nme do ny

He sni ckers.

j ob.

MRS. CRATCH T

What ?
CHARLES

If he's as conputer ignorant as
you say he is, when that |aptop

starts talking to him
to be sonething to see.

it's going

MRS. CRATCH T

| hope you're right.

I NT. SCROOGE/ MARLEY BUSI NESS - SCROOGE' S COFFI CE - DAY

Cratchit reappears in the doorway.

BOB CRATCHI
Excuse ne, M. Scrooge.

T
| was

wondering if you're having any
trouble with the conputer

SCROOGE
None at all. | like this one
better. 1'Il tell ny nephew that

| want to keep it.

Cratchit stays in the doorway.

11.



12.

SCROOGE
I s there sonething el se?

BOB CRATCHI T
| was wondering if | mght |eave
at four today, sir. Instead of
wor ki ng overtinme. Gven it's
Christmas eve and all.

SCROOGE
You said you were a few days from
fini shing.

BOB CRATCHI T
" ve worked overtinme every day
thi s week.

SCROOGE
You say that as if you expect a
medal . O a rai se.

BOB CRATCH T
| didn't nmean that. It's just,
well, | still have Chri st nmas

shopping to do--

SCROOGE
Shoppi ng, shoppi ng, shoppi ng! And
nost of it charged, m nd you.
More debt. More groundwork for
bankr upt cy.

A silence. Cratchit | ooks nervous.

SCROOGE
Oh, go on and do your shoppi ng.

BOB CRATCHI T
Thank you, sir! Merry--!

He catches hinsel f.

SCROOGE
But | want you here early the day
after, you hear ne?

BOB CRATCHI T
Absol utely. And overtine as well.
Thank you so nmuch



13.

| NT. SCROOGE/ MARLEY BUSI NESS - DAY

Cratchit grabs his things and rushes out of there, as if
expecting Scrooge to change his m nd.

| NT. SCROOGE/ MARLEY BUSI NESS - SCROOGE' S OFFI CE - NI GHT
Scrooge hovers over the | aptop.

Fred appears in the doorway.

FRED
Merry Christmas, Uncle Scrooge!
SCROOGE
Surely you know how | feel about
that by now.
FRED

(ignoring this)
Must you work so | ate on
Chri stmas eve? How s the | oaner
wor ki ng for you?

SCROOGE
| like this computer. |I'm going
to keep it.

FRED
Wait till you see the other with

updat ed software. Fast as |ightning.

SCROOGE
Cratchit said you had "shoppi ng"
to do. | hope you didn't charge it.

FRED
Way don't you come to Christmas
di nner tonorrow?

SCROOGE
Avoi di ng the question, | see. |
i magi ne that wi fe of yours keeps
you very busy "shoppi ng" for
presents for her.



No reply. Scrooge is back at work on the computer.

FRED
Now you' re avoi di ng the questi on.
Cone to dinner. We'd |ove to have
you. Both of us woul d.

SCROOGE
| don't have tine for Christnas
di nner.

FRED
Then make tine. That's rather the
poi nt, uncle.

SCROOGE
The point is, Every tinme | think
of how much noney |I'm | osing
because banks cl ose and enpl oyees
take the day off, ny bl ood begins
to boil. Now get out of here so I
can finish and go hone.

FRED
I f you change you m nd, even at
the last mnute, you' re always
wel cone.

FRED
Merry Christmas, Uncle Scrooge.

SCROOGE
Hunbug . .

EXT. SCROOGE/ MARLEY BUSI NESS - NI GHT

The lights in the office go out.

Scrooge cones out after working | ate.

in a case.

He starts down the street.

EXT. ATY -

STREET - N GHT

He carries the | aptop

14.

Scrooge passes a Christmas choir of YOUNG PEOPLE, singing on
a street corner.



15.

Near by a SANTA CLAUS rings a bell, collecting donations.

Scrooge hardly | ooks up as he passes, a permanent scow on
his face.

A YOUNG LADY in the choir notices this.

YOUNG LADY
Merry Christmas, you old grouch

Laughter -- and the choir continues singing.

EXT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - NI GHT

Scrooge approaches hone, the bottomfloor of an old
Vi ctorian dupl ex.

The van is parked across the street.

I NT. VAN - N GHT

Charles sits in the back of the van in front of a conputer.
He wears headphones.

He | ooks like he's enjoying this. Like playing ClA
A camrecorder on the van shows Scrooge on Charles's
conput er screen.

EXT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - NI GHT

Scrooge enters the buil ding.

I NT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - NI GHT

Scrooge enters his living space. Spartan, drab, not a sign
of a hobby or interests anywhere.

Scrooge puts the laptop on a small desk and continues into
the ..



16.

| NT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - KI TCHEN - NI GHT
He turns on a CD player. An OPERA begins to play.

Scrooge goes to the cupboard. He takes out a bottle of
whi skey. Pours a finger into a coffee cup and bolts it down.

From the other room he hears ..
VO CE
(Q9)
Scroooooooge! .... Scroooooooge!
Scrooge stops and |istens. He turns down the nusic.
VO CE
(G S)
Scr ooooge!

SCROOGE
Who' s t here?

He waits -- no reply.
Scrooge | ooks around and grabs a butcher knife.
Slowly he noves toward the sound.
VO CE
(G S)

Scr ooooooge!
Scrooge approaches the desk. The sound seens to be coni ng
fromthe | aptop.
I NT. VAN - NI CGHT

Charl es, headset on, speaks into the mc.

CHARLES
Scr oooooge!

Hi s conputer screen is split into two w ndows:
in one, what Scrooge sees on his | aptop;

in the other, a cam on Scrooge.



And this
t he | ki ng | apt op.

jab s

[
t

I NT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - NI GHT

Scrooge stands before the |aptop on his desk.

He | ooks nore frightened than ever.
he plans to attack the conputer.

Suddenly an i mage appears on the screen:

of JACOB MARLEY.
Scrooge gasps and drops the knife.

SCROOGE
Mar | ey!

MARLEY' S GHOST

(voi ce of Charl es,

over image on screen)

Then you recogni ze ne.

SCROOGE

O course | recognize ny old
partner. Is that you tal king? It

doesn't sound |ike you.

MARLEY' S GHOST
Where | am everything is different.

SCROOGE

Marl ey, if you re here because of
that favor | forgot to do for you

after you died--

MARLEY' S GHOST
Silent! | talk, you |isten.

haven't nuch ti ne.

SCROOGE

O course. Whatever you say.

MARLEY' S GHOST
| want you to hear sonething.
Move cl oser. Listen carefully.

wi ndow Scrooge | ooks scared and bew | dered by

i s a photograph

17.

He holds the knife as if



18.

I NT. VAN - N GHT

At the conputer, Charles |oads an audio file.

I NT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - NI GHT

Scrooge |l eans close to the screen. A sound of sonething
bei ng dragged across a fl oor.

MARLEY' S GHOST
Hear it?

SCROOGE
Yes. What is it?

MARLEY' S GHOST
My chai ns, Ebeneezer! M chai ns!
The chains | nust drag until
eternity!
Louder now.

And the sounds of CRIES and MOANI NG now conme from the conputer

I NT. VAN - N GHT

Charl es controls everything on Scrooge's laptop fromhis own
conmputer in the van

He clearly is enjoying the hell out of hinself, watching
Scrooge's grow ng fear.

| NT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - NI GHT

Scrooge falls into the chair at the desk. He covers his ears.

SCROOGE
Stop it! Please stop it!

MARLEY' S GHOST
My fate will be your fate as well,
unl ess you change your ways.



SCROOGE
But 1've done nothing wong. |
work hard. | run a good busi ness.
You know that nore than anyone.

MARLEY' S GHOST
Busi ness! What do you really know
about business? Is the conmon
good and wel fare of your fellow
man your business? Are charity,
nmercy, forbearance and benevol ence
your busi ness?

SCROOGE
My business is financial. The
Bottom Li ne. Surely you renenber
that, Marley.

MARLEY' S GHOST
Hear nme, Ebeneezer! MW tine is
nearly gone. Tonight you will be
haunted by Three Spirits. Wthout
their visits, you cannot hope to
shun the path on which I suffer.

SCROOGE
Three spirits?

MARLEY' S GHOST
This is your last chance to avoid
ny fate, Ebeneezer. Listen to the
spirits and | earn!

The sound of chai ns draggi ng. The screen inmage of Marl ey
slowy begins to fade.

SCROOGE
Mar | ey, come back! Wiere will |
find these spirits? WIIl they
cone all together? Marley?

The screen i s bl ack.

Scrooge presses keys, trying to get Marley back. No | uck.



I NT. VAN - N GHT

Charl es | ooks very pleased with hinself. He takes out his

Bl ackberry and punches a nunber.

I NT. CRATCH T APARTMENT - NI GHT

Wat ching a novie on television are Ms. Cratchit,

20.

Cratchit, and their children MARTHA, teens, and TIM about 8.

Timis in a wheel chair.
The phone rings.

MARTHA
(overl appi ng)
It's for ne!

MRS. CRATCHI T
(overl appi ng)
"1l get it.

Ms. Cratchit answers. Martha waits expectantly.

MRS. CRATCH T
Hel | o.

I NTERCUT PHONE CONVERSATI ON

CHARLES
It's ne.

MRS. CRATCHI T
(to Martha)
It's for ne.
(on phone)
Have you started?

CHARLES
Wrked i ke a charm

MRS. CRATCHI T
Real | y?

Bob wat ches her. She tries to hide her relief and joy.



21.

MRS. CRATCHI T
Vll, then. | guess it will work
"1

out. | talk to you later.
CHARLES

Rel ax and get a good night's

sleep, sis. | think this is going

to work out fine.

| NT. CRATCHI T APARTMENT - NI GHT
Ms. Cratchit hangs up

BOB CRATCH T
Who was that?

MRS. CRATCHI T
Hillary was having trouble with a
reci pe. | guess she has it
figured out.
Bob goes back to watching TV.

MRS. CRATCHI T
Shoul d I nake popcorn? Martha? Tinf

TI M
Popcorn woul d be awesone!
EXT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - NI GHT

The street is dark. Not a house |ight on anywhere.

I NT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Scrooge in bed, asleep.

A bedside clock reads 11:59 ... and turns to m dni ght.
LOUD CHRI STMAS MJSI C suddenly starts from another room

Scrooge bolts up.



| NT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - NI GHT
Scrooge, in his robe, enters.
The nusic cones fromthe | aptop

Scrooge sits down and hits a key. The nusic stops.

| NT. VAN - NI GHT
Charles at the controls.

CHARLES
(to hinself)
Now t he fun begins, old man ..

He punches keys to start

I NT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - NI GHT

... an | MAGE suddenly cones on the screen. The GHOST OF
CHRI STMAS PAST stares out at Scrooge fromthe screen. He
rat her resenbl es one of the Three Wse Men.

Scrooge sits down.

SCROOGE
Are you the spirit Marley said
woul d visit ne?

GHOST OF CHRI STVAS PAST
| amthe Ghost of Christmas Past.

SCROOGE
Long past?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
Your past.

A SLIDE SHOW starts on the screen: inmages from Scrooge's
past: his parents, Scrooge as a boy, his school, Scrooge's
school photos etc. Over this:

22.



GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
Behol d the i mages of your |ife!
Renenber how you were before you
becane obsessed with what you
call Finances.

SCROOGE
Where did you get these?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
That is not inportant. Ebeneezer,
| ook at your past and renenber!
Look and renenber!

Scrooge watches the slide show of his past. And his
expressi on changes, as he begins to renenber

EXT. SCHOCL - PLAYGROUND - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

23.

YOUNG SCROOGE, his sister FAN and other CHI LDREN are pl ayi ng

softball.
SUPER: "50 years earlier”
Scrooge is at the plate. Fan in the batting box.
FAN
Hit a good one, Ebeneezer! You
can do it!

Wnd up and pitch.

And Scrooge cl obbers it!

Runners score fromthird and second base, the w nning runs.

The wi nning team rushes Scrooge, the gane's hero. Kids
poundi ng hi mon the back.

The school bell rings. Children enter the school.
Fan goes up to Scrooge.

FAN
| knew you'd do it.



YOUNG SCROOGE
That's because little sisters
worship big brothers. It's a
natural | aw.

FAN
| was right, wasn't |?

YOUNG SCROOGE
Fan, you were right as rain.

Scrooge lovingly nmesses her hair, and they enter schoo
t oget her.

| NT. SCHOOL ROOM - DAY ( FLASHBACK)
A TEACHER at the front of the class.
STUDENTS, including Young Scrooge, in their seats.

TEACHER
And now t he yearbook results for
t he student voted Most Likely To
Succeed. And the wi nner is ..

She hol ds the nonent. Expectation.

TEACHER
Ebeneezer!

Appl ause.

SCATTERED STUDENTS
Speech! Speech!

TEACHER
WIIl you say a few words, Ebeneezer?

Young Scrooge goes to the front of the class.

YOUNG SCROOGE
This is an honor, thank you! Wen
" m playing center field for the
Yankees, 1'1| renenber that you
guys supported nme fromthe begi nni ng!

Mor e appl ause.

24.



25.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL GYM - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

A hi gh school dance. Young Scrooge, now teens, dances wth
BELLE, teens.

The song ends.

BELLE
Let's get sone air.

EXT. H GH SCHOOL GYM - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

They conme out si de.

BELLE
It's a beautiful night.
She stands close to Young Scrooge. He |ooks ill at ease.
BELLE

Isn't it a beautiful night?

YOUNG SCROOGE
Yes. O course.

BELLE
You can kiss nme if you want.

YOUNG SCROOGE
| can?

She puckers up.

Young Scrooge awkwardly ki sses her.

EXT. H GH SCHOOL - PARKING LOT - N GHT ( FLASHBACK)
Young Scrooge and Belle in a car. They are naki ng out heavily.
Up for air.

BELLE
What are you thinking?

YOUNG SCROOGE
Does this nmean we're going steady?



26.

BELLE
| accept!

She kisses him and they are petting again.

EXT. H GH SCHOOL - BALL FI ELD - DAY ( FLASHBACK)
Young Scrooge and ot her PLAYERS at basebal | practice.
The COACH watches with a visiting BASEBALL AGENT.
COACH
Ebeneezer is the best prospect
|"ve had since conmi ng here.
BASEBALL AGENT
|"ve sure heard good things about
hi m

COACH
Ebeneezer! Hit a few, would you?

On the field, Young Scrooge trots in fromthe outfield to bat.

TEAM MATE
Show hi m what you can do, Ebby.

Young Scrooge selects a bat. He steps to the plate.
The pitcher wi nds up. Throws.

Scrooge hits the first pitch a mle.

The coach grins. The baseball agent is inpressed.
More pitches, nore solid hits.

Then a stray pitch cones at Young Scrooge. He tries to duck
but it hits himon the knee.

Young Scrooge falls, squirmng in great pain.

I NT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - NI GHT

Scrooge snaps out of his nenory.



27.

SCROOGE
(to hinself)
Mot her woul dn't let ne play after
that. The injury ended ny career

I NT. VAN - N GHT

Charles hears this. He wasn't expecting it. He speaks on the
m c.

CHARLES
(voi ce of ghost)
What's that you say?

| NT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - NI GHT
Scrooge renenbering the accident.

SCROOGE
It was a freak accident. By the
time | recovered, ny entire life
had changed. Baseball no | onger
i nterested ne.

I NT. HOSPI TAL - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

In a waiting roomare Young Scrooge, older, with a cane; his
MOTHER and FATHER, and a TEENAGE BOY, the father of the baby.

SCROOGE
When ny sister got pregnant and
had her first child, her only
child, there were conplications
and ...

A DOCTOR appears. Everyone stands for the news.

DOCTOR
| have good news and bad news.

MOTHER
Good news first.

DOCTOR
She had a heal thy boy.



FATHER
And the bad news?
DOCTOR
I"mso sorry ... We did everything

we coul d.

Young Scrooge understands the nessage. He breaks down.

EXT. SCROOGE HOME - PORCH - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)
Young Scrooge and Belle sit on a porch sw ng.

YOUNG SCROOGE
If there was a God, he woul dn't
have | et Fan die.

BELLE
W don't always understand Hi s
reasons for doing things.

YOUNG SCROOGE
What | understand is that the
world's a cruel place. Al you
can do is whatever it takes to
protect yourself.

BELLE
| don't think you can ever do
that really.

YOUNG SCROOGE
Wth enough noney you can.

BELLE
| know how hard it is, Ebeneezer,
but - -

YOUNG SCROOGE
Do you?

BELLE
| think so. I know how much
you're hurting. First your knee,
you | ose playing baseball, and

then | osing your sister

28.
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YOUNG SCROOGE
It doesn't natter.

BELLE
O course it matters.

YOUNG SCROOGE
It doesn't matter because I'ma
survivor. | can survive anything.

BELLE
Oh, Ebeneezer

YOUNG SCROOGE
So what | can't play baseball? So
what | don't have a sister?

BELLE
Pl ease don't

YOUNG SCROOGE
"1l make so nuch noney it
doesn't matter what anybody el se
t hi nks about anything. 1'Il be a
country unto nysel f.

BELLE
You don't nean that.

Young Scrooge doesn't reply.

BELLE
What about ne?

YOUNG SCROOGE
What about you?

BELLE
VWhat if | don't want to |live that
way ?

YOUNG SCROOGE
It's a free country. Do what you
want .

She studi es him



YOUNG SCROOGE
What ?

BELLE
| don't know you any nore.

YOUNG SCROOGE
That's too bad. Because this is
who | am

BELLE
Very wel |l then.

30.

She takes off the ring she's been wearing on a chain around

her

She holds out the ring. He doesn't take it.

neck.

BELLE
| suppose I won't need this any
nore. WIIl [7?

YOUNG SCROOGE
You have to answer that question
your sel f.

t he sw ng.

BELLE
Goodni ght, Ebeneezer.

He just stares at her.

She fights back tears.

BELLE
| hope you find what you're
| ooki ng for.

She waits but still no reply. She runs off.

Young Scrooge fights hard to keep his conposure.

tense,

nmuscl es tight.

But he doesn't break.

She sets it on

Hs face is



| NT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - NI GHT
Scrooge at the laptop. The nenory |ingers.
On the screen, an imge of Belle as a young woman.

SCROOGE
Bel l e was such a lovely girl

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
(Charl es as ghost)
You |l et her get away, didn't you?

SCROOGE
| suppose | did.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
You gave her up in order to
pursue a career in Business!
Money, is what it anmounts to.
Your finances!

SCROOGE
| had no choice. A man has to
make a |iving.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
Let's ook at this living you
made, Ebeneezer. There are a few
t hi ngs you may have forgotten

Anot her SLIDE SHOW inages from Scrooge's busi ness career.
-- FUZZI W G shaki ng hands with Scrooge as a young nan

SCROOGE
That's Fuzziw g.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
Who gave you your first job.

SCROOGE
And | was excited to get it.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
A decade later, you and Marl ey
bought hi mout. You were none too
generous about it either.
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SCROOGE
He was al nost bankrupt.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
Whi ch neant he had no choi ce but
to accept what you offered. Wich
was half of what the conpany was
actually worth.

--Scrooge and Marl ey pose under their new business sign,
Scrooge & Marl ey Accounting Services.

SCROOGE
Natural ly, in business, one
strives for the best deal you can
arrange.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
Busi ness, business! Losing his
conpany broke his heart. He died
in less than a year

SCROOGE
| had nothing to do with that. I
went to the funeral.

--Graveside, Fuzziwig being laid to rest. Scrooge in a group
of nmen payi ng respects.

Scrooge stands up.

SCROOGE
How | ong nust | do this?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
Renenberi ng the past bothers you,
does it?

SCROOGE
["mvery tired.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
As wel |l you shoul d be.

SCROOGE
Marl ey said there would be three
spirits. Must | visit the others
toni ght ?



GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
You don't have to do anything,
Ebeneezer. You can always go to
the office and do business, can't
you?

The Chost of Christmas Past starts |aughing hysterically.
H s i mage begins to fade on the screen.

SCROOGE
What's so funny?...You can't go
until you tell me why you're
| aughi ng?. .. WHAT' S SO FUNNY! ?
A bl ack screen. Silence.

Scrooge conposes hinself. He staggers to ..

| NT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - BEDROOM - NI GHT
and crashes on the bed.
He | ooks exhausted. Hi s eyes cl ose.

He starts snoring.

| NT. VAN - NI GHT
Charl es stands and stretches.

He | ooks at his watch.

| NT. CRATCHI T APARTMENT - NI GHT
Ms. Cratchit sits in a dark room Restless.
She dials a nunber on her cell phone. Wiits.
MRS. CRATCHI T
H . | know | shouldn't be calling.
I NT. VAN - N GHT

Charl es on the phone.

33.



| NTERCUT
CHARLES
Sis, | told you to rel ax.
Everything' s going well.
MRS. CRATCHI T
| don't know why |I'm nervous.
CHARLES
| don't know either. This is
goi ng much better than | expected.
MRS. CRATCHI T
You didn't think it would go well?
CHARLES
To be honest, when | first heard
the idea, |I didn't know what to
t hi nk.
| NT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

M s.

Cratchit and Charles sitting close at a table.

in low tones, privately.

SUPER: "Si x nonths earlier"

CHARLES
There's no technical problem |
can run his conputer from m ne,
make t he videos and run them --
but I'mstill not sure what the
pur pose i s.

MRS. CRATCHI T
To give himsonme of his own nedicine.

She t hi nks a noment.

MRS. CRATCHI T
Not exactly that. It's just Bob
wi |l never stand up to him
Scrooge runs over himat wll.

( MORE)

34.

Speaki ng



MRS. CRATCHI T ( CONT' D)
Do you know, he has never given
Christrmas day off w thout
resisting it, rem nding Bob how
much noney he'll |ose that day?
It just infuriates ne that no one
will stand up to him

CHARLES
And you can get all the famly
phot 0s?

MRS. CRATCHI T
Bob says Scrooge's nephew, Fred
Honeywel | , has been researching
the famly tree. He has nore than
you'd need, |'m sure.

CHARLES
And | can get holiday footage
fromthe archives at the station.
Lots of possibilities there.

MRS. CRATCHI T
Sounds great.

CHARLES
And t he nephew goes along with it?

MRS. CRATCHI T
| haven't asked himyet. | wanted
to make sure sonething like this
coul d be done.

CHARLES
Technically, not difficult at all.

MRS. CRATCHI T
Fred is as frustrated with
Scrooge as everyone is. The man
wakes up on the wong side of the
bed every day of his life. So you
can make the videos yoursel f?

CHARLES
| still have a few actor friends
fromcollege. Sonmething like this
woul d appeal to them But this is
going to take tine.

35.
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MRS. CRATCHI T
Can you get it done before Christnas?

CHARLES
That shoul d be doabl e.

MRS. CRATCH T
Then it's a deal ?

She offers her hand. They shake.

CHARLES
How conme it took this long fo
to find out what an evil nm nd
si ster has?

r ne
ny

He's grinni ng.

| NT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - BEDROOM - NI GHT
Scrooge asl eep. Snori ng.
The bedsi de clock reads 1:59. And advances to 2:00 a. m

Once again, |oud CHRI STMAS MJSI C begins fromthe |aptop in
t he ot her room

Scrooge stirs.

| NT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - NI GHT
Scrooge cones to the |laptop and pl ops down at the desk.
A new i mage on the screen: THE GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT.

SCROOGE
kay, spirit, I'mhere. what
menories do you want to show ne
that the other one m ssed? | had
a root canal once. W haven't
covered that.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
Have you | earned nothing fromthe
past ?



SCROOGE
Don"t mind ne. I'mstill half
asl eep. What have you got for ne?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
| bring no nenories. I amthe
Ghost of Christmas Present.

SCROOGE
Christmas present? Excellent. |
don't celebrate Christmas, so |
can go back to bed.

He stands up.

He does.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
Sit down!

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
"' mgoing to show you how ot her
peopl e cel ebrate Chri st mas.

SCROOGE
I f you nust.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
That attitude will be changed
soon enough. Watch the screen.

A hone VI DEO begi ns on the | aptop.

HOVE VI DEO #1 - FRED AT CHRI STMAS

A Christnas party in progress.

t he canera

Near Fred, JANET, 20s, his wife. They |augh and enbrace.

Scrooge and the ghost (Charles) speak over the images.

A crowded room The focus of

37.

Scrooge' s nephew Fred. Cearly a honme nade video.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
Do you recogni ze then?



SCROOGE
O course. My nephew and his wfe.
But this can't be Christnmas
present. Christnmas isn't until
tonmorrow. Well, today actually.
But everyone should still be asleep.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
This is how they cel ebrated | ast
year. They'll be in the very sane
good spirits later today.

SCROOGE
Easy enough for themto | ook so
happy. They have their best years
ahead of them

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
As you did at their age. And | ook
how you squandered it with your
obsessi on for Busi ness!

The Christnas party goes on. A spontaneous Christmas caro
starts.

Fred gets everyone's attention.

FRED
| want to propose a Christnmas
toast! Quiet everyone! ... In

this season of Peace and Good
WIl toward man, let's take a
nonent to renenber the | oved ones
who surround us and the good
fortune that fills our lives. |
especially want to renenber a nan
who is very inportant to ne, nore
i nportant than he woul d think
hinself. My nother died in child
birth, as many of you know, and
ny father died in a car accident
when | was only 12. My
grandparents rai sed me and of
course, | renenber them dearly.

( MORE)
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FRED ( CONT' D)
But the one who nobst rem nds ne
of ny nother, in whose face | see
a resenbl ance to the photographs
of nmy nother | treasure so nuch,
t he man who rem nds nme nost of
this |l ost side of ny roots, ny
famly, is ny dear Uncle Scrooge.
| would Iike--

JANET
My God, Fred, what has that
ornery old man ever done for you?
O for us?

FRED
| admit he's, well, eccentric,
and not so easy to get to know,
but - -

JANET

| mpossi bl e to know because he
doesn't want anything to do with
anyone!

FRED
Al'l the sane, he is ny nother's
brother. And | do see her when |
|l ook at him And this is why I
propose a toast to my Uncle Scrooge.

JANET
|"mdoing this for you, not for him

She rai ses her glass. Mire glasses are raised.

FRED
To Uncl e Scrooge!

VA CES

To Uncl e Scrooge!

| NT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - NI GHT
Scrooge stares at the conputer.

The image of the Ghost of Christnas Present returns.

39.



GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
How does that make you feel,
Ebeneezer?

FRED
| didn't know he cared.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
Not everyone is so lucky to have
relatives to wish thema Merry
Christmas. | have sonething el se
to show you.

Anot her vi deo cones on.

VI DEO #2 -

HOVELESS FAM LY

A city street.

A HOVELESS MAN pushes a shopping cart filled with bottles

and cans.

SCROOGE
If you expect nme to have synpat hy
for soneone who won't get a | ob--

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
Oh, he had a job. He was a
soldier in lrag. Wn a few netal s
doing it, too. Cane back, managed
to readjust better than many do,
and yes, even found hinself a job.

SCROOGE
What did he do to end up like this?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
Hi s conpany deci ded to downsi ze,
nove nost of its operations to
South Anerica. He got axed in the
shuffle. Before he could find
anot her job, he found hinself on
the street.

The honel ess man goes through a garbage cont ai ner.
a few enpty bottles and tosses themin the cart.

He fi nds

40.



SCROOGE
He has a drinking problem
doesn't he?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
Many on the street do, it's true.
But no, he's been a teetotaler
for years.

The honel ess man pushes the cart to the next container.

SCROOGE
H's problemisn't ny fault. There
wi |l always be haves and have-nots.

The honel ess man brings out a piece of cheap jewelry from
the container. He studies it.

Deciding to keep it, he drops it into a pocket.
And noves on to the next container.
SCROOGE
How | ong do | have to watch this?
I NT. VAN - NI GHT
Charl es running the show as before.
CHARLES
(as ghost)
Want to see sonething el se, do
you? How about this?
Keystrokes ... accessing a different video.

VI DEO #3 - HOVELESS CAMP

On Scrooge's |l aptop, a new video starts.

41.

This shows a canp of honel ess people -- MEN, WOMVEN, CHI LDREN

of various ages -- gathered around a canpfire.

Sl eepi ng bags and | ean-to's strewn about.

The group is singing "Silent NNght." It's quite noving.



SCROOGE
Where is this? Are they gypsies
i n Europe?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
You don't have to go far to find
t hem Ebeneezer. Just down by the
river, past the freeway bridge.

SCROOGE
You nmean these people live here?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
Home sweet hone.

The singing conti nues.
SCROOGE

My God, Spirit! What do you want
fromnme?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
Enough Christnmas singing for you?
Easily fixed.
And the other video cones back on.

VI DEO #2 - HOVELESS FAM LY

Now t he honel ess nman sits on a bench on the bus nall.
wr appi ng the cheap jewelry in a page of newspaper funnies.

SCROOGE
What ' s he doi ng now?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
|'d guess he's wapping a
Chri stmas present.

SCROOGE
A Christnmas present ...?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
"Tis the season, still. In case
you' ve forgotten

The honel ess man finishes and inspects his work. A shrug.

will have to do.

42.

It
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He gets up and pushes the cart on down the sidewal k.

CUT TO
A huge parking lot in a shopping center.

The honel ess man pushes the cart toward an ol der nodel car
at he edge of the |ot.

As he gets near, the car door opens. A WOVAN hol ding a CH LD
gets out. Both are bedraggl ed, unkenpt.

HOVELESS MAN
Merry Christmas, Jennifer! | have
sonmet hing for you

He brings out the present wapped in funnies.

SCROOGE
M/ God ...

Scrooge | ooks touched by the scene but quickly succeeds in
hi ding his enotions.

JENNI FER
What did you get ne?

HOVELESS MAN
Have to open it to find out.

JENNI FER
Hol d Alice.

She hands the child to the honel ess man. He begins to rock her.

Jenni fer tears open the package -- and finds the costune
jewelry. A neckl ace.

JENNI FER
Oh ny word! | hope you found this
and didn't go buying it.

HOVELESS MAN
Like it, do you?

JENNI FER
| love it.
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HOVELESS MAN
Put it on.

Scrooge gets up and noves away fromthe | aptop. He | ooks
i ke he's seen enough.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
We're not done here.

Si | ence,

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
Do you want to end up |ike Marley?
If you do, then fine, go on back
to bed.

SCROOGE
This is not easy.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
Whoever said it would be? Here, |
bet you recogni ze these folks.

Scrooge cones back to the conmputer. A new video has started.
VI DEO #4 - CRATCHI TS AT CHRI STMAS

The Cratchit famly at Christmas dinner -- hone video froma
recent year

Everyone is in good spirits -- Bob, Ms. Cratchit, Martha,
Tim Tims wheelchair is parked near his chair at the table.

SCROOGE
Bob Cratchit's famly.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
| ndeed, it is.

SCROOGE
Spirit, before | watch this, can
you answer a question about the
honel ess man?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
If | can.
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SCROOGE
The wonman and child -- are they
his fam|ly?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
O course. They lost their
apartnent after he was laid off,
and they' ve been living in their
car for two nonths now.

SCROOGE
And he can't find a job anywhere?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
He has little tinme to | ook for
one any nore. Al his tinme is
spent collecting bottles and cans
for food and gas. They take it
one day at a tine.

Scrooge' s expression softens with care. He's not as hard and
cold as earlier.

On the video, sudden LAUGHTER gets Scrooge's attention.

Timlaughs so hard that he slips off his chair onto the
floor. Bob is quickly to his side. Ms. Cratchit and Martha
aren't far behind.

BOB CRATCHI T
Careful, Timy!

MARTHA
Are you all right?

TI M
" m good ..

They hel p the boy back onto his chair.

SCROOGE
WIIl the boy ever be able to wal k?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
No. It's a degenerative di sease --
the blessing nowis life, not
wal ki ng.



SCROOGE
| never realized.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
Don't know nuch about your
enpl oyees, do you? Ot her than how
much work they produce -- or
don't. How nmuch noney they cost you.

Bob stays on his feet after the others sit.

BOB CRATCH T
| want to propose a toast.

The others raise their gl asses.

BOB CRATCHI T
| give you M. Scrooge, the
Founder of the Feast!

MRS. CRATCHI T
The Founder of the Feast indeed!
If he were here, I'd give hima
piece of ny mnd to feast upon!

TI M
Mom says ol d Scrooge is--
BOB CRATCHI T

That's enough! It's Christmas day.

MRS. CRATCHI T
The one day of the year on which
one drinks to the health of such
an odi ous, stingy, hard,
unfeeling man as M. Scrooge.

BOB CRATCHI T
Chri st mas Day!

During a pause in the video action, Scrooge |ooks stricken.

MRS. CRATCHI T
"1l drink his health for your
sake, not for his. Long life to
himl A nerry Christmas and a
happy new year

( MORE)
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He' | |
happy,

They all drink.

47.

MRS. CRATCHI T ( CONT' D)
be very merry and very
| have no doubt!

SCROOGE
Spirit, how |l ong does the boy
have to live?
GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
He won't reach his teens, |I'm afraid.
SCROOGE
There's nothing that can be done?

GHCOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT

Oh, there's research and new

sur ger

ies being tried, but even

if they find renedies, it's al
so expensive. Far beyond the

nmeager heal th insurance you give
your enpl oyees.
SCROOGE
And the famly living in their
car will they be living there
| ong?
I NT. VAN - NI GHT
Charles at the mc.
CHARLES
(as ghost)

Some nonths | onger yet. Let's see
how t hey are doi ng.

He punches sone keys. The video on the | aptop changes again.

VI DEO #2 - HOVELESS FAM LY

The honel ess man and Jennifer are in a long line on the

si dewal k. Jennifer
rescue m ssion.

holds the child. The line leads into a
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SCROOGE
What is this?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
Their one free neal for the day.

SCROOGE
There are so many of them

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
True enough. And |I'm pl eased you
didn't say what | thought you
m ght say.

Scrooge | ooks puzzl ed.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
"Let them eat cake."

The video cuts to ..

I NT. RESCUE M SS| ON

... Wwhere SERVERS are filling food trays of the passing
HOVELESS PEOPLE

The honel ess man, his wife and child cone up to be served.
Scrooge noves cl oser to the screen.

SCROOGE
That man serving the food! | know
hinml |'ve done business with him
How can he be honel ess?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
Ch, he's not honeless. He's a
volunteer. This whole affair is
nostly run by vol unt eers.

SCROOGE
He's vol unt eeri ng?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
Not getting paid a cent. What a
concept.



Scrooge studi es the screen.

I NT. VAN -

NI GHT

49.

At the controls Charles | ooks pleased by Scrooge's reaction.
He nods, as if to say, Now we're getting sonewhere.

Then he speaks as the ghost.

CHARLES
| think you' ve seen enough now.

I NT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - NI GHT

Scrooge strai ghtens up.

Scrooge starts to say Merry Christmas but stops hinself.

SCROOGE
| didn't expect this to be so
exhausti ng.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
We're done here.

SCROOGE
What about the third spirit?
Marl ey said there'd be three.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
|"msure you'll know when it's
time to see the final spirit.

SCROOGE
"1l say goodni ght then.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
Good ni ght, Ebeneezer. And Merry
Chri st mas.

quite there yet.

He noves off.

Not



I NT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Scrooge craw s back into bed. He pulls the covers up.

He cl oses his eyes. A word, alnost involuntarily,

his Iips.
SCROOGE
Merry ...
I NT. VAN - N GHT
Charl es stretches.

He punches sone keys.

On his conputer, a file manager. He opens a file called

"Xmas Future.™

He double clicks a file called "Future vid"

An error nmessage cones on screen: "Video file corrupted.”

CHARLES
No ...

He tries again. "Video file corrupted.”

CHARLES
Don't do this to ne.

He tries another way. He opens a nedia player.

"File/ Open" ... selects "Future vid"

"Video file corrupted.™

Charles slunps in his chair, |ooking defeated.

He takes a deep breath.
One nore try via a different nedia pl ayer
"Video file corrupted.™

CHARLES
No!

Hts

What now?

50.

cones from
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He gets up and starts pacing around inside the van.
An i dea!

He takes out his Bl ackberry.

He accesses Twitter.

He stares at the Twitter opening screen. H s expression
| ooks hopeful now, as if a new plan is being born.

Suddenly he punches a phone nunber.

| NT. CRATCHI T APARTMENT - BEDROOM - NI GHT
Ms. Cratchit and Bob are asl eep
The bedsi de phone rings. Ms. Cratchit answers it.

MRS. CRATCH T
Hello ..

I NTERCUT PHONE CONVERSATI ON

CHARLES
Sorry to wake you.

Hi s voice bolts her awake. She sits up.
Besi de her, Bob stirs.

MRS. CRATCHI T
What' s wrong?

CHARLES
| can't play the last video. It's
corrupt.

MRS. CRATCHI T
Ch no!

CHARLES
But | have a Plan B. It's just
going to take your help.

MRS. CRATCH T
O course. Wiat do | have to do?
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CHARLES
"1l pick you up in fifteen m nutes.

MRS. CRATCHI T
Ckay.
| NT. CRATCHI T APARTMENT - BEDROOM - NI GHT
Ms. Cratchit hangs up.. She sneaks out of bed.
She grabs cl othes and | eaves the room

Bob wakes and catches her figure going out the bedroom door.

I NT. VAN - NI GHT
Charl es secures his work space in the back of the van.
He noves to the driver's seat.

He starts the engine.

EXT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - NI GHT

The van noves down the street.

I NT. CRATCH T APARTMENT - N GHT

Ms. Cratchit finishes dressing. She goes to the front door.

| NT. CRATCHI T APARTMENT - BEDROOM - NI GHT
Bob is fully awake now.

BOB CRATCHI T
Honey?

He gets out of bed.

I NT. CRATCH T APARTMENT - N GHT

Bob enters just as the front door cl oses.



He goes to the wi ndow and sees ..

EXT. CRATCH T APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - N GHT

Ms. Cratchit gets into the van. The van heads off.

I NT. CRATCH T APARTMENT - NI GHT

Bob | ooks confused, troubl ed.

I NT. VAN - N GHT

Ms. Cratchit gets confortable. She's wearing a black rain
coat with a hood.

MRS. CRATCHI T
So what's the plan?

CHARLES
| think you'll like it.
EXT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - NI GHT
A dar k house.

The van is nowhere to be seen.

I NT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - BEDROOM - NI GHT
Scrooge asl eep, snoring.

The clock reads 3:59 ... and turns to 4:00 a. m
As before, CHRI STMAS MUSIC starts.

Scrooge stirs and sits up.

SCROOGE
| know the drill

He gets out of bed.
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I NT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - NI GHT

Scrooge enters and sits down at the | aptop.

There is a nmessage on the screen: "There is a Bl ackberry on
your front porch. Get it and follow the instructions on the
screen.”

SCROOGE
Spirit, are you there?

No reply. The rnusic plays. The nessage renmmi ns on the screen.

Scrooge goes to the front door.

EXT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - N GHT

The door opens. Scrooge steps out.

There's a manila envel ope | eani ng agai nst the wall.
Scrooge fetches it. He opens it.

A Bl ackberry is inside. There is a nessage on the Twitter
screen, a "tweet":

"@masFuture. Msg from Ghost Christmas Yet To Come. Move up
street twd nkt. Then press enter.”

SCROOGE
"1l need nmy robe, Spirit.

Scrooge | ooks startled by his own voice. He | ooks around.
Not hi ng. Nobody.

He hurries inside, clutching the Bl ackberry.

I NT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Scrooge dashes in and grabs his robe.

EXT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - NI GHT

Scrooge cones out, putting on the robe.
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He | ooks at the Bl ackberry. Sanme nessage.
He steps off and heads up the street.
On his way, he presses enter.

A new tweet comes on the screen: "@masFuture. At stoplight,
turn L. Cont. next light, turn R"

Scrooge wal ks on.

EXT. CEMETERY - N GHT

The van is parked on the street outside a cenetery.

I NT. VAN - NI GHT
Charles at the laptop controls. He has been sending the tweets.
Beside himsits Ms. Cratchit in the black rain coat.

CHARLES
Shoul dn't be | ong now. You want
to take position?

MRS. CRATCHI T
Wy am | so nervous?

CHARLES
It's your Oscar-w nning opportunity.

She punches his arm

MRS. CRATCHI T
Right. Wth no |ines.

CHARLES
You want lines? | can give you lines.

MRS. CRATCH T
This is all | can handl e, thank
you very much

She gets out of the van.
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EXT. VAN - CEMETERY - N GHT

Ms. Cratchit hurries across the street and enters the cenetery.

I NT. VAN - N GHT

Charl es enters anot her tweet.

EXT. STREET - N GHT

Scrooge reads a new nessage on the Bl ackberry: "@XmasFuture.
Cont. ahead. Enter cenetery main entry. Cont. R "

Scrooge continues on.

He passes the van across the street.

EXT. CEMETERY - N GHT
Scrooge enters the cenetery.
He continues right.

New nessage: " @masFuture. Cont. to corner of grvyd. Go to
fresh grave.™

Scrooge follows directions.

Ahead, at the corner of the graveyard, are signs of fresh
di ggi ng.

Suddenly a FI GURE steps out of the darkness. Black coat and
hood, face hidden -- this is Ms. Cratchit. She points

om nously at a wooden mar ker near by.

Scrooge sees the figure and stops.

SCROOGE
Are you the new spirit?

Ms. Cratchit noves her arm gesturing again.

Scrooge sees a wooden marker in the ground.
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SCROOGE
Am 1l to go there?

Anot her gesture.

SCROOGE
Yes, of course.

Scrooge approaches the wooden marker.

It sticks out of fresh dirt, like a tenporary gravestone.
Scrooge cones closer. Cl ose enough to read it.

He | ooks down at the marker and sees ..

"Ebeneezer Scrooge. 1947 - 201?. A man who never |earned the
nmeani ng of Christnas."”

Scrooge gasps in horror.

He twirls around in panic.

SCROOGE
My gravestone! But spirit, what
if I learn, what if the spirits

have taught nme that--"
But Ms. Cratchit, the figure, is gone.
Scrooge turns back to the marker. Still there.
He | ooks at the Bl ackberry. A new nessage:
"@masFuture. Ebeneezer Scrooge: R .I.P."
Scrooge screans in fear. He drops the Bl ackberry.

He turns and starts running for the exit fromthe cenetery.

| NT. VAN - NI GHT
Ms. Cratchit clinbs back into the van.

CHARLES
How d it go?
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Before Ms. Cratchit replies, they are distracted by Scrooge
runni ng out of the cenetery.

EXT. CEMETERY - N GHT

Scrooge is running for all he's worth, |looking |ike a madman.
Qut of nowhere, a POLICE CAR appears, lights and sirens on.
It takes after Scrooge.

I NT. VAN - NI GHT

They witness the police car.

MRS. CRATCHI T
Ch ny CGod ..

EXT. STREET - N GHT

The police car stops Scrooge down the street.
TWO POLI CEMEN junp out, guns drawn.

Scrooge stops.

SCROOGE
The police, thank God! Help ne!
The spirit is going to kill ne!

POLI CEMAN #1
Whoa, old-tiner...

SCROOGE
They' ve al ready prepared ny
gravest one!

POLI CEMAN #2

| don't see anybody after you, sir.
POLI CEMAN #1

Cone on, we'll talk about it at

the station.
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SCROOGE
Lock me up! Please | ock ne up
"1l be safe fromthe spirits in
jail.
They | ead Scrooge to the back door of the police car.

POLI CEMAN #2
What spirits are you tal king about?

SCROOGE
Three of them The Christmas spirits.

The pol i cenen exchange an anused | ook.
POLI CEMAN #1
Was that 80 percent spirits? O
100 percent?

Scrooge is shoved into the back seat.

I NT. VAN - NI GHT
They' ve witnessed it all
MRS. CRATCHI T
W can't let themarrest him Can we?
EXT. STREET - N GHT
The police car drives off.

The van follows the police car.

EXT. POLI CE STATION - N GHT

The policenen | ead Scrooge into the station.

The van has parked near by.

Ms. Cratchit and Charles clinb out and head for the station.

CHARLES
You okay?
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MRS. CRATCH T
| can do this.

CHARLES
And you're the one who didn't
want any | i nes.

| NT. PCLI CE STATION - N GHT
Ms. Cratchit and Charles enter
Scrooge is at the booking table.

MRS. CRATCHI T
Dad, there you arel!

CHARLES
W' ve been | ooking all over for you!

One of the policenen approaches.

POLI CEMAN #1
This is your father?

Ms. Cratchit speaks softly.

MRS. CRATCHI T
What's left of him Al zheiner's,
you know. We saw you arrest him
He's not going to jail, is he?

POLI CEMAN #1
You' ve been | ooking for hinf

MRS. CRATCHI T
He lives with us. This is ny husband.

CHARLES
Hel | o.

MRS. CRATCH T
He sonetimes wanders the streets
at night. Thank God | checked in
on him



The

M s.

The

M s.

EXT.
M s.

I NT. VAN -

POLI CEMAN #1
He says he was bei ng chased by
Christmas spirits.

MRS. CRATCH T
It happens every year. It's
upsetting, of course, but at
| east he's harm ess. Perfectly
har m ess.

CHARLES
He doesn't even carry on | oud
enough to wake anybody up.

MRS. CRATCH T

Did he break a | aw of sone ki nd?

CHARLES
Alittle old for curfew.

POLI CEMAN #1
Just a m nut e.

policeman returns to the booki ng desk.

Cratchit and Charl es exchange a hopef ul

Cratchit quickly enbraces him

MRS. CRATCHI T
We'll get you honme, Dad. The
Christmas spirits can't bother
you there.

PCLI CE STATION - N GHT

NI GHT

Scrooge sits between themin the front seat.

SCROOGE
Where are we goi ng?
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policeman returns with a very bew | dered Scrooge.

Cratchit and Charles escort Scrooge into the van.



CHARLES
How about we take you hone?

Scrooge stares at Ms. Cratchit.

SCROOGE
Have we net? You |l ook famliar.

MRS. CRATCH T
| have one of those faces.

The van starts up.

EXT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - NI GHT

The van pulls up.

I NT. VAN - NI GHT
Charles turns to Scrooge.

CHARLES
Here we go.

SCROOGE
Thank you so nmuch

Ms. Cratchit gets out so Scrooge can get out.

He slides out. Then turns in back to Charl es.

SCROOGE
You're not a spirit, are you?

CHARLES

Nope. Merry Christnmas to you, M.

Scrooge.

MRS. CRATCHI T
Try and get sone sl eep

SCROOGE
Yes. Merry ...

He stops. But he's hal fway there.
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EXT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - NI GHT

Scrooge shuffles toward the front door.

ol d nman.

The van pul | s away.

I NT. VAN - N GHT

Ms. Cratchit |ooks back at Scrooge.

MRS. CRATCHI T
| don't know what | was thinking of.

CHARLES
What do you nean? He'll never
forget this night. | bet he's a

changed nman

MRS. CRATCH T
But for the better or for the worse?

Charl es drives on.

I NT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - NI GHT

Scrooge enters.

He
at

He

&

| ooks around warily, as if expecting spirits to junp out
hi m

sees the laptop on the desk and j unps.

SCROOGE
Spirit, stay away from ne!

reply.
sl oW y approaches the | aptop.
gets close enough to see the screen is bl ack.

SCROOGE
Spirit, are you there?

reply.
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He noves |ike a very



SCROOGE
Way nust | die?

No reply.
SCROOGE
Spirit?
(to hinself)
Is this all a drean®
He pinches hinsel f. Not hing.

He turns and staggers toward the ..

I NT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - BEDROOM - NI GHT

He pl ops down on the bed. He crawl s under the covers,
on and all.

SCROOGE
There was no date when | died. At
| east that. And it said | never
| earned the neani ng of Chri stnas.
But if I did learn, then there'd
be no reason ..
The thoughts are exhaustive. Scrooge cl oses his eyes.

He's very soon asl eep.

EXT. CRATCH T APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - N GHT

The van pulls up.

| NT. VAN - NI GHT
Ms. Cratchit enbraces her brother

CHARLES
What tinme do you want ne?

MRS. CRATCHI T
W'll eat at three, sanme as every
year.

r obe

64.



65.

CHARLES
See you then.

MRS. CRATCHI T
Thanks for everything. | think.

CHARLES
It was fun. And as far as I'm
concerned, the glass is always
half full. He won't forget this
night for a very long tine.

EXT. CRATCH T APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - NI GHT
Ms. Cratchit gets out of the van and approaches the buil di ng.

The van pul | s away.

| NT. CRATCHI T APARTMENT - NI GHT
Ms. Cratchit enters to find ..
Bob Cratchit in a chair, waiting for her

BOB CRATCHI T
I"mglad | recogni zed your
brother's van. O herw se |
woul d' ve thought you were having
an affair.

MRS. CRATCHI T
l"msorry I woke you

BOB CRATCHI T
| imagi ne you are.

Tense sil ence.

BOB CRATCHI T
You won't give nme the courtesy of
an expl anati on?

MRS. CRATCHI T
| don't know where to begin. And
["mvery tired.



BOB CRATCHI T
|"ve been imagining all sorts of
t hi ngs. Maybe she- -

MRS. CRATCHI T
Bob, don't, please. Let's go to
bed. | promise I'll explain
everything in the norning.

BOB CRATCHI T
It is norning.

MRS. CRATCHI T
After we get sone sleep. Please.
The children will be up soon enough.

BOB CRATCHI T
| love you.

MRS. CRATCH T
| love you, too! Don't you ever
doubt it. Cone ..
She of fers her hand.

He takes it. They nove toward the bedroom

EXT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - DAY

A bright sun shines on Scrooge's buil ding.

| NT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - BEDROOM - DAY
Scrooge waking. A tentative process.

He opens an eye. Both eyes.

He w ggles his nose. He opens and cl oses his nouth.

Ever yt hi ng wor ks.

He sits up and | ooks around.

He slips out of bed and stands at a mirror. He inspects his

i mage.
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SCROOGE
Testing one, two, three ... Good
nor ni ng. Good norni ng, Ebeneezer.
| would say you're very nuch
alive this norning.

He grins at hinself. Still in the mrror:
SCROOGE
Merry Christmas! Merry Chri st nas,
Ebeneezer.

He does a little jig.

EXT. SCROOGE' S DUPLEX - DAY
A cab pulls up and honks.

Scrooge, dressed for the day, cones out.

| NT. CAB - DAY
Scrooge clinbs in back.
The CABBI E catches his eye in the rear-view mrror.

CABBI E
Where to?

SCROOGE
| hardly know where to begin. The
super nmar ket .
EXT. SUPERMARKET - PARKI NG LOT - DAY
The cab parked.
Through the wi ndow, Scrooge can be seen talking to a STORE
MANAGER about sormet hi ng.
| NT. CAB - DAY

The cabbi e does a puzzle, waiting.
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EXT. SUPERMARKET - PARKI NG LOT - DAY
Scrooge cones out. He carries a small flat package.

He faces the parking | ot and renenbers sonething. He scans
the corners of the lot, |ooking for sonething.

He goes to the cab window. The cabbie rolls it down.

SCROOGE

Where do the honeless famlies |ive?
CABBI E

Excuse ne?
SCROOGE

The honeless famlies that |ive
in their cars. One of them was
living in a parking lot |ike this.
Way out on the edge of it.

CABBI E
Don't know not hi ng about that.

SCROOGE
There can't be that many lots in
town, can there?

I NT. CAB - DAY

Scrooge gets in the back seat. He sets down the snmall fl at
package.

CABBI E
| thought you were getting
yoursel f a turkey.

SCROOGE
For someone el se. But they were
out of turkeys. | had to get a goose.

A SERIES OF SHOTS -- THE SEARCH

The cab enters one market parking |ot after another, perhaps
hal f a dozen in all

No |uck finding the honel ess coupl e.



| NT. CAB - DAY
Scrooge | eans forward.
The smal| flat package is still on the seat beside him

SCROOGE
Maybe this is good news. He found
a job. They can afford an apartnent.

CABBI E
Who found a job?

SCROOGE
Do you know the canp under the
freeway?

CABBI E
The honel ess canp?

SCROOGE
| want to go there.

CABBI E
Can't. They clean it up every
hol i day. They ki cked everybody
out a coupl e weeks ago. Course,
they'Il all be back before the
year's out.

SCROOGE
Where do they go?

CABBI E
Some | eave town but not many.
They just park thensel ves
sonepl ace el se. You'll never get
rid of the poor, if you ask ne. |
count ny bl essing every day | got
this job.

Scrooge | ooks lost in thought. Then ...

SCROOGE
| want to go to the, what's it
cal l ed? Not a church. Somet hi ng
| i ke a church. Were they give
out the free neals.



CABBI E
This | can help you wth.
EXT. RESCUE M SSI ON - DAY
The cab cruises by. Already a long line has forned for the
afternoon's free Christmas dinner.
I NT. CAB - DAY
Scrooge peruses the |ine.
SCROOGE
| want to get out. Wait for ne.
EXT. RESCUE M SSI ON - DAY
Scrooge gets out.
He gl ances around |i ke someone who is |ost.
A HOVELESS WOVAN i n |ine sizes himup.

HOVELESS WOVAN
Line forns at the rear, bud.

SCROOGE
Do you know who's in charge here?

Bef ore she replies, a OLDER WOVAN st eps forward.

OLDER WOVAN
May | help you?
SCROOGE
| hope so. | want to volunteer. |

want to help serve the neal

OLDER WOVAN
We have all the help we need
t oday. Never a problemgetting
vol unteers on the holidays. But
the rest of the year, if you're
still interested, we can al ways
use hel p then.
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SCROOGE
Yes, | aminterested. Here, take
ny card. Please call ne anytine.

OLDER WOVAN
God bl ess you, sir. And Merry
Chri st mas.

SCROOGE

Merry Chri st mas.

I NT. CRATCH T APARTMENT - KI TCHEN - DAY

Ms. Cratchit, Martha and Tim (in his wheel chair) are busy
with Christmas neal preparations.

The doorbel |l rings.

TI M
"1l get it.

He starts away.

MARTHA
It's probably Uncle Charl es.

MRS. CRATCHI T
Not this early.

ENTRYWAY
Ti m opens the door.
A DELI VERY MAN has a box.

DELI VERY MAN
Package for Bob Cratchit.

I N THE KI TCHEN
Timwheels in with the package. And Bob Cratchit enters.

BOB CRATCH T
What's this?
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TI M
It's for you. It snells like a
turkey.

BOB CRATCHI T
What ?

MARTHA

W have a turkey.

MRS. CRATCHI T
Wul d sonebody open it?

Ti m opens the package. Bob hel ps.
And they take out

A cooked, stuffed goose with all the trimm ngs.

MRS. CRATCHI T
Ch ny word!

MARTHA
What is it?

TI M
It's a goose, isn't it, non®

MRS. CRATCHI T
Who woul d send us a goose?

BOB CRATCH T
There's no card.

Bob searches the box for a return address.
recei pt and reads it.

He | ooks shocked by what he finds.

BOB CRATCHI T
It's from M. Scrooge.

And the famly's nouths drop open.

EXT. STREET - DAY

The cab drives on.

He finds the
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| NT. CAB - DAY
Scrooge noti ces sonet hi ng ahead.
SCROOGE
Pul | over there.
EXT. CEMETERY - DAY

The cab pulls in front of the cenetery.

| NT. CAB - DAY
Scrooge reaches for the door.
SCROOGE
| won't be a minute.
| NT. CEMETERY - DAY
Scrooge enters the cenetery.
Wth sonme trepidation, he traces the path from before.
He approaches the pile of fresh dirt. He stops.
He is shocked to see ... a wooden marker in the ground.
SCROOGE
(to hinself)
But 1've changed ...
He | ooks around, as if | ooking for spirits.
Back to the marker. Should he or shouldn't he?
He steps forward. And cl oser.
He reaches down and | ooks ..
and the wooden narker reads ...

"God bl ess us every one!"

Scrooge lights up with joy.



SCROOGE
Merry Christmas! God bl ess us
every one!

| NT. CAB - DAY
Scrooge practically leaps into the cab.

CABBI E
And now where to, old-tinmer?

SCROOGE
To Christmas di nner! \VWere el se?

I NT. CRATCH T APARTMENT - DI NNER TABLE - DAY

In the mddle of Christmas dinner are Ms. Cratchit,
Charles, Martha and Tim

Charles |leans close to Ms. Cratchit.

CHARLES
Bet you didn't expect to get a
free goose out of the deal.

Bob has over heard.

BOB CRATCHI T
The ends don't justify the neans.

MRS. CRATCHI T
(to Charles)
| told himeverything.

TI M
Tol d what ?

MRS. CRATCHI T
Not hi ng you shoul d worry your
pretty little head about.

CHARLES
(to Bob)
You can't be mad at her.

Bob,
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BOB CRATCH T
| haven't deci ded.

MARTHA
Why is everybody whi spering?

MRS. CRATCHI T
| think we should toast M
Scrooge for the wonderful dinner.
What is it you say, the Founder
of the Feast?
Everyone toasts.

ALL
The Founder of the Feast!

Charl es catches Ms. Cratchit's eye and w nks.

He sees Bob watching and crosses his eyes.

EXT. FRED S HOME - DAY

The cab pulls up.

I NT. FRED S HOVE - DAY
A Christnmas gathering at Fred' s honme. Laughter and conviviality.
The doorbel |l rings.

Fred's wife, Janet, heads for the door.

She opens it to find ... Scrooge.
JANET
Yes?
SCROOGE
l"msorry. | forget your nane.
JANET

Do | know you?

SCROOGE
|*"'m Fred's uncle.



76.

JANET
Oh! I'msorry, | didn't recognize
you.

SCROOGE

| hardly recogni ze nyself. Is
Fred here?

JANET
O course. Cone in.

She | eads Scrooge into the party.
Fred is surprised to see him
FRED
Uncl e Scrooge! What a surprise.
"' m so happy to see you

SCROOGE
Merry Christmas, Fred.

Even nore shock. Then Fred grins ear to ear and enbraces him

FRED
Merry Christmas, Uncle Scrooge.
This will be the best Christnas ever!

LATER
Everyone sits around the | arge DI NNER TABLE.

Scrooge turns to the man, DR HOMRD, next to him

SCROOGE
Merry Christmas. |' m Ebeneezer
Scrooge.
DR HOMRD
Merry Christrmas. |'m Dr. John Howar d.
SCROOGE
A doctor!
DR HOMARD

Sorry, old habit. Call nme John
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SCROOGE
|"ve been wanting to talk to a
doctor. What do you know about
degenerative di seases?

DR HOMARD
A good deal actually. Wiy do you ask?

LATER
At the ENTRYWAY, as people begin to | eave.
Fred and Janet escort Scrooge to the door.
Scrooge sees Dr. Howard nearby. He takes out a business card.
SCROOGE
Here's ny card. I'd like to
foll ow up on what we were talking
about. | want to make an
appoi ntment for the boy.

DR HOMARD
O course. Take ny card as well.

Back to his nephew.
SCROOGE
And to think what |'ve been
m ssing all these years.
FRED
Better |ate than never. Isn't
that what they say?

They enbrace.

EXT. FRED S HOVE - DAY
The cab i s outside.

Scrooge waves, then clinbs in.

I NT. CAB - DAY

The cabbi e puts down hi s paperback.
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SCROOGE
I"msorry. | was nuch | onger than
| thought 1'd be. Thank you for
wai ti ng.

CABBI E

It's your dollar.
He starts the engine.
In the back seat, Scrooge | ooks positively blissful.

The smal | flat package is still on the seat beside him

EXT. CRATCH T APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY
Near sunri se.

Bob Cratchit rushes out. He | ooks |ike he's |ate.

EXT. SCROOGE/ MARLEY BUSI NESS - DAY

Bob Cratchit races inside.

| NT. SCROOGE/ MARLEY OFFI CE - DAY
Bob hasn't even reached his conputer when ..
SCROOCE (O . S.)
Cratchit! Get in here imrediately!
| NT. SCROOGE/ MARLEY OFFI CE - SCROOGE' S OFFI CE - DAY
Scrooge sits at his desk.

Bob Cratchit appears in the doorway.

BOB CRATCHI T
| know|l'mlate, sir. W all got
carried away yesterday, |I'm

afraid. The goose you sent over
was such a surprise and such a
wonder ful gift, and--



SCROOGE

Taste okay, did it?
BOB CRATCHI T

It was truly the best goose |

ever ate. | can't thank you enough.
SCROOGE

| can nake a suggestion on that.

BOB CRATCHI T
"1l work overtine every day this
week, sir.

SCROOGE
No, you won't.

BOB CRATCH T
| won't? Two weeks overtinme then?

SCROOGE
No overtine at all.

BOB CRATCH T
Sir?

SCROOGE
You have to sit down with your
wi fe and figure out what to do.

BOB CRATCHI T
What to do, sir? Are you firing
me then?

SCROOGE
l"mnot firing you. I'mgiving
you a raise! Unless you don't
want it, of course.

BOB CRATCH T
A raise? But ...?

SCROOGE
But but but but but. Now are you
going hone to talk to your wfe
or not?
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BOB CRATCHI T
You nean now, Sir?

SCROOGE
Yes! This very nonent!

BOB CRATCHI T
It shouldn't take long. | should
be back by--

SCROOGE
If you step into this office
again today, Cratchit, I wll

fire you. Is that clear?
Bob Cratchit is speechl ess.

SCROOGE
| said, Is that clear?

BOB CRATCHI T
Yes! Yes, yes ...

SCROOGE
Then go hone. And cone in at the
regul ar hour tonorrow.

BOB CRATCH T
Yes, sir!

He practically trips over hinself getting out of there.
Scrooge grins. Very pleased with hinself.

On the desk is the snmall flat package. Scrooge reaches for

| NT. SCROOGE/ MARLEY BUSI NESS - DAY

Scrooge puts a snall sign in the front window -- the flat
package. Only the back of the sign is visible to us.

EXT. SCROOGE/ MARLEY BUSI NESS - DAY
Scrooge cones out. He inspects the front w ndow.

The sign in the w ndow says:
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"Cl osed for the day."

Scrooge | ooks even nore pleased with hinself than earlier.

I NT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - KI TCHEN - DAY

Scrooge wat ches as popcorn pops.

I NT. SCROOGE'S DUPLEX - DAY

At the television, Scrooge roots around his DVDs and tapes,
| ooki ng for sonething.

He finds it. He puts it in a player.

81.

He settles on a divan. He puts a bowl of popcorn in his |ap.

A novie starts on the tel evision.
Movie title: "Pride of the Yankees."

Scrooge is a picture of contentnent. WAtching a basebal
novie on a work day. God bl ess us every one.

He reaches for popcorn and ...

DI SSOLVE TO

EXT. BASEBALL PARK - DAY
...two hands reach for popcorn.

The hands bel ong to Scrooge and the ol der woman fromthe
rescue mssion. They are watching a basebal | gane together.

SUPER: "Three years later™
The CRACK of a bat.

A long foul ball rises high and heads into the stands ..
where it lands into an outfielder's glove ...

The gl ove belongs to Tim He stands with the help of a cane.

The wheel chair is nowhere to be found.



82.

Scrooge and the ol der woman are next to Tim They beam as he
shows off the baseball to the cheering crowd.

Scrooge and Ti m enbr ace.

SCROOGE
God bl ess us ...

TI'M
every one!

FADE OUT



