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TI TANI C BLUES
THE CAST:

Three siblings, whose parents bel onged to the Wat her

Under ground and were killed in 1976:

BRI AN, 50s, the ol dest, a popular playwight; KATE, 50s, a

weal thy wi dow;, HEATHER, 40s, the youngest, a history
pr of essor.

TIME: Spring, 2019. Fall, 2019.

The play is perfornmed wi thout interm ssion.

AT RI SE

Spring, 2019.

Kate' s hone. Living room Tastefully expensive decor,
M d- nor ni ng.

KATE and BRI AN in an enbrace. They break it.

BRI AN
Where i s she?

KATE
Napping. | wouldn’t let her drive
| ast night and brought her hone
wth ne. She got up too early and
went back to bed.

BRI AN
Nappi ng or passed out?

KATE
Nappi ng.

BRI AN
Real | y?

KATE

She wasn’t that drunk. Not |ike she
used to get.

BRI AN
How nany years did she have?

KATE
Ten, | think. Gve or take.

art sy.



BRI AN
Do you know what set her off?

KATE
| thought I mght. She had a
doctor’ s appoi nt nent Monday but
didnt reply to voice mail or texts
when | tried to find out how it

went. | didn’t reach her until | ast
night -- in a bar.

BRI AN
Her cancer’s back?

KATE
| thought that m ght be it. But she
says she’s still inremssion. I'm

not sure | believe her. The other
thing is, she was so quiet. Not

I i ke she used to get when she was
drinki ng.

BRI AN
Are you serious? No political
ranting and ravi ng?

KATE
Real |l y. There was none of that. She
didn’t mention Trunp once.

BRI AN
That' s hard to believe.

KATE
| think her cancer may be back.

BRI AN
Heat her of f her soap box definitely
is out of character. Do you mnd if
| wake her?

KATE
| said |I’d wake her for lunch. 1’11
get sandw ches at the deli

BRI AN
| do have a late afternoon flight.

KATE
You' re | eaving so soon?



BRI AN
[t'’s the best | could do, Kate. |I'm
here, aren't [|?

KATE
Yes, you are. And |I'’m grateful.

An awkward sil ence.

They do.

KATE
Let's sit down.

KATE

You're a hard man to get a hold of.
BRI AN

Not really.
KATE

| didn’t have a recent address. O
phone nunber.

BRI AN
You found me.

KATE
Thanks to Rose.

BRI AN
How did you find Rose?

KATE
From Elinor, who | found from Mary.

BRI AN
Why didn’t you just contact ny
agent? | thought | gave you that
i nformati on.

KATE
Probably. | didn't think of it.
It’s alittle weird, don’t you
t hi nk? Having to contact ny brother
t hrough his agent?

BRI AN
Not really. So you tal ked to Rose.
Great. | bet she set your ears on
fire.



KATE
As a matter of fact

Bri an stands up.

He does.

BRI AN
Consi der the source.
KATE
| did.
BRI AN
Thank you.
KATE
Are you with sonmeone now?
BRI AN
Yes. For al nost two years.
KATE
| mpr essi ve.
KATE

Sit down. Don’t be so sensitive.

BRI AN
| " m nervous about my new pl ay.
Sonething isn’t right about it, and
we open in two weeks. Anyway, you
said there was an energency, SO
here | am Except this doesn’'t feel
I i ke an energency.

KATE
She started drinking again. Isn't
t hat enough?

BRI AN
That’s what addicts do. They
rel apse.

KATE
But this definitely feels
different. She said she just
stopped in the m ddle of her
| ecture yesterday and said "I can’t
do this any nore" and wal ked out.
She said she went straight to a
bar .



BRI AN
Sounds |i ke she’s burned out.

KATE
Brian, she was |ecturing about 1968
and all the assassinations. She
said it nmade her realize how right
nmom and dad were.

BRI AN
She’ s al ways def ended t hem

KATE
Heat her thinks they were protesting
much nore than Vietnam The Wat her
Under ground predicted the disaster
we're in now.

BRI AN
How many tines have we been through
this?

KATE
Look at the country today. Maybe
she has a point.

BRI AN
Qur parents were crimnals, Kate.
They bl ew up buil di ngs. They may
have kill ed peopl e.

KATE
You don’t know that. They went to
great efforts to make sure they
didn't.

BRI AN
But they still were violent and
broke the I aw. They bl ew t hensel ves
up, for Christ’s sake.

KATE
The auto acci dent set off the bonb,
not anything they did wong.

BRI AN
Maki ng the bonb in the first place
is what was wrong.

KATE
You saw t he docunentary. They'd
tried everything el se. Marches
didnt work. Sit-ins didn't work.

( MORE)



KATE (cont’d)
Did you ever hear themtal k about
nmore than Vietnan? Did they foresee
the growt h of corporate power?

BRI AN
| was fifteen when they died.
Mostly | renmenber |lots of rules,
roons | couldn’'t go into. Were
t hey made the bonbs, it turns out.

KATE
| called you because | didn't want
to have to go through everything
alone this tine.

BRI AN
Do you still hold that agai nst ne?

KATE
That’' s not what | neant.

BRI AN
| called her every tinme she had
cheno. Didn’'t Heather tell you
t hat ?

KATE
O course she did. I wish you had
been here for ne, | nean. So |

didn't have to feel so responsible.

BRI AN
Oh. Then I’ m sorry.

KATE
At | east you cane this tine. |
really appreciate it.

BRI AN
But | can’t stay long. This was an
easy stop on the way to San
Franci sco.

KATE
l’mglad you Il have a chance to
talk to her. She’s always | ooked up
to you.

BRI AN
| don’t know why. W di sagree on
practically everything.



KATE
That’s not true. You argue about
nmet hods, not goals. You' re stil
her big brother. And mne. | don't
like being ny sister’s keeper. |I'm
not good at it.

BRI AN
| don’t |like being ny sister’s
keeper either.
BLACKQUT.

LI GHTS UP. An hour later. Brian stretched out on a divan.
Kate i s gone.

HEATHER wanders into the room Disheveled, a little hung
over.

HEATHER
Bri an?

No response. She sits down near him Stares at him

He stirs.
HEATHER
Good nor ni ng.
Brian sits up.
BRI AN
Hey.
HEATHER
Where' s Kate?
BRI AN
| don’t know. Wait. She went to the
del i .
HEATHER

She phoned you, | presune. Big
energency and all that.

BRI AN
You know her well. She said you
fell off the wagon.

HEATHER
That sounds too negative. | had a

few martinis and kept nyself under
control



BRI AN
She t hought your cancer had
ret ur ned.

HEATHER
No such | uck
BRI AN
Luck?
HEATHER
Cancer provides clarity.
BRI AN
| don’t understand.
HEATHER
Let’s wait till Kate gets back.

don't want to have to do this
tw ce.

BRI AN
Fair enough. | just don’t want you
to repeat the past.

HEATHER
| won't.

BRI AN
|’ m no expert, but |I’ve heard you
can start out in control and then
lose it.

HEATHER
| m aware of that.

BRI AN
Just be careful.

HEATHER
| will be. Kate, of course, thinks
it’s already too | ate.

BRI AN
She told ne you wal ked out in the
m ddl e of a class and went to a
bar.

HEATHER
My last class before Spring break.
No big deal. But I don’t plan to go
back.



BRI AN
Not even to finish the ternf |
assune you’'re on a contract.

HEATHER
What’s the point? | was |ecturing
about how 1968 denonstrated that if
you want short-term political
change, kill the right people.
However, that does not help in the
l ong run, which requires conmtted
grass roots action. And then |
realized, we have no nore | ong
runs. There’s no tine for
meani ngful political change or
anything el se. The clock has run
out. The climate crisis is
irreversible and accel erating. \Wat
does that say about the rest of ny
life? O anyone’s |ife?

BRI AN
This is why you can’'t teach?

HEATHER
Teaching is just part of it. |
can’t go on living ny life on
automatic pilot.

BRI AN
W all do that, to a degree.

HEATHER
| really don't want to get into
this until Kate is here.

BRI AN
Fi ne.
HEATHER
So how have you been?
BRI AN
Busy.
HEATHER

A new play in the works?

BRI AN
We open in San Francisco in two
weeks. I'mstill fine tuning.



HEATHER
Anot her nusi cal beds conedy?

BRI AN
Hopefully it’s a conedy.
HEATHER
In other words, I'mstill waiting.
BRI AN
| have bills to pay, Heather. |
have alinony. | have child support.
Political plays don't sell enough
tickets.
HEATHER

But the one you wote was so good.
It got the audi ence thinking.

BRI AN
Critics loved it, and audi ences
hated it.

HEATHER

Not the nights | went.

BRI AN
Sorry to burst your bubble but the
pl ay | ost noney.

HEATHER
| read sonme great reviews.

BRI AN
Praised in alternative newspapers
with a fan base of hundreds.

Whoopee.
HEATHER
You sound so materialistic.
BRI AN
You wouldn’t say that if you saw ny
apartnent. | repeat, | have bills

to pay, and | am anong the
fortunate few who can pay them
practicing my craft.

Kate enters.

KATE
Good, you’'re up. | hope everybody
i's hungry.



BLACKQUT.

LI GHTS UP. A short tine later. After | unch.

Bri an and Kate seated. Heat her stands, nervous,

BRI AN
Any tinme. You have our undivided
attention.

HEATHER
The first thing I want to say is,
" mnot worried about ny drinking
and you shouldn’t be either. The
second thing is, | want you to |et
me finish what | have to say before
you start judging nme and trying to
change ny mnd. Agreed?

BRI AN
Ckay.

KATE
You' re scaring me.

BRI AN
She hasn’t even begun.

KATE
| know what you’'re going to say.

HEATHER
| doubt that very nuch

KATE
Your cancer is back and you’'re not
going to go through treatnment
again. You d rather drink yourself
to death.

BRI AN

Kate, for God' s sake--
KATE

Am | right?
HEATHER

No, you’'re not.

BRI AN
Let her say what she has to say.

paci ng.
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Si | ence.

Si | ence.

12.

KATE
| can tell when you' re |ying,
Heat her.
HEATHER
You're pissing nme off. | don’t have

to share any of this with you. |
could just do what |1'’m going to do.

KATE
So why don’t you?

BRI AN
Kate, would you just--

HEATHER
Because each other is all we have,
and that’s been true for a | ong
time now. It’s not the sane as it
used to be, when it felt like us
agai nst the world, and we’ ve gone
our separate ways, but we're still
famly, and I’mat a point where
this is inportant to ne. What |’ ve
decided to do is not easy. It is
actually against nmy nature. | was
hopi ng you’ d understand and this
woul d make it easier for ne.

BRI AN
Heat her, just tell us what you're
tal ki ng about. W won’'t interrupt.
Ri ght, Kate?

KATE
"1 try.

Heat her has a hard tine beginning.
HEATHER

What was | thinking? There's no
point in sharing this with you.

BRI AN
Goddamm it. | don’t have all day.
Wul d you just spill it? Sorry.
KATE

You're going to kill yourself.



BRI AN
Ch Jesus ..
HEATHER
You're not that far off.
BRI AN
What? ... | don't believe you. Wat

is it you always say? Keep your
eyes on the prize? You' ve al ways
lived for the future.

HEATHER
You' re right, | have.

BRI AN
So what the hell are you talking
about ?

HEATHER
Cone on, Brian. How can you not see
what |'’mgetting at?

KATE
W have no future.
HEATHER
Bi ngo.
BRI AN

When di d you becone a doonsayer?
This is not |ike you at all.

HEATHER
Ri ght again. But don't you get it?
Everyt hi ng has changed. Everythi ng!
And not in some cycle of one thing
foll owed by anot her, but
permanently. We destroyed the
pl anet, Brian. Qur species is done
here. Human life will no | onger be
supported, and the transition wl|l
be the nost horrific and tragic
peri od of human suffering in
hi story.

BRI AN
You’ ve been listening to the wong
pundits.

KATE
W' ve been in terrible tinmes before
and managed to survive.

13.



BRI AN
By the "skin of our teeth,”
Heat her. Renenber your favorite
pl ay? You used to say WIder was
inspirational. It's not really that
di fferent today.

HEATHER
You' re both in total denial of
reality.

KATE
| wish Timwere still alive. |
t hi nk he coul d convince you how
Wrong you are.

HEATHER
Technol ogy isn’t going to save us.
Sure, renewable energy definitely
woul d hel p but we don’t have the
collective will to make that happen
qui ckl y enough.

BRI AN

You short-change human i ngenuity.
HEATHER

No. | accept how nuch human

stupidity is out there. Look how
many voted for Trunp. Who stil
support him

KATE
That sounds so elitist. And Trunp
| ost the popul ar vote.

HEATHER
A person’s character used to natter
nor e t han anyt hi ng.

BRI AN
| do see your point, but it’'s nore
conplicated than that.

HEATHER
I f rational thinking and noral
val ues and education and believing
in science are elitist, | stand
convi ct ed.

BRI AN
In 1941, after Pearl Harbor, who
woul d have given us a chance to

( MORE)
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BRI AN (cont’ d)
def eat Japan, |et alone Germany? W
rose to the occasion.

HEATHER
Because there was a future to
beli eve in.

KATE

| m confused. | thought you were
going to tell us something you
pl anned to do. And you said ny
guess was pretty close to being
right. Is this all about killing
yoursel f because the world is so
fucked up?

HEATHER
| amnot, repeat not, killing
myself in sone fit of depression
about clinmate change or anythi ng
el se. Believe ne. | hope to be much
nore spiritual than that when |
pass.

BRI AN
Can you expl ain what you nean?

HEATHER
| keep thinking of the nusicians on
the Titanic.

BRI AN
What ' s happeni ng has nothing to do
with the Titanic.

KATE ("LET HER SPEAK")
Brian ...

HEATHER
Let nme try again: | was |lecturing
to ny students about the pivotal
year 1968. This is the year that
changed so nuch for progressives in
this county, that changed so nuch
for me. W could no |onger pretend
that all the assassinations were
random that in fact what was
happeni ng was a defense of wealth
and enpire by any neans necessary.
And this was a powerful adversary
that could never be defeated in
direct confrontation, that it would

( MORE)
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Si | ence.

He does.

HEATHER (cont’ d)
take a worl dwi de swel ling of grass
roots protest over many years. And
| eadership in this epic battle was
unlikely to cone fromthe United
States. But as | began tal king
about this to ny students, |
suddenl y asked nysel f, Wiy am |
doing this? Do they really care,
and even if they did, how coul d
t hey do anythi ng about it? Wuld
t hey even have tinme, have TIMg to
do anything? A few days before |I'd
read the | atest UN assessnent of
the climate crisis. There was stil
time to take action but how coul d
this possibly happen? | concl uded
that it couldn’t. Immediate
American unity was out of the
guestion. Imedi ate planetary unity
was out of the question. W were
dooned. So why in hell was | even
tal ki ng? What was the point? | told
ny students | couldn’t do this any
nore and went off to find a bar.

Bri an st ands.

BRI AN
|’msorry you feel this way, but
you' re wong. | think I'll get an

early start to the airport.

KATE
You can’t go now.

BRI AN
My flight |eaves at four

KATE
You have lots of tine.

BRI AN
| thought we were done. Aren’t you
done?

HEATHER
You di sappoint ne. Please sit down.

16.



BRI AN
You're surprised that | don’t agree
that the world is comng to an end?
What have we agreed on in recent
years?

HEATHER
We want the sanme kind of world. W
soneti mes di sagree about how to get
t here.

BRI AN
In the past, you' ve been able to
turn our small disagreenents into
pretty heated argunents.

HEATHER
| stand guilty. Sonetinmes in ny
ent husi asm ny passion, | forget
that | owe you ny life.

BRI AN
Hardly that.

HEATHER

Very nmuch that. Wen soci al
services wanted to separate us,
send us to different foster

fam lies, when you were only a

t eenager, you argued so
persuasively, so eloquently, you
convinced themto keep us together.
It was amazing. It made all the
difference. To all of us, but
especially to ne, being so young.
You’ ve been ny hero ever since |
was ol d enough to understand what
had happened.

BRI AN
That, dear sister, is an
exaggeration. But | understand what
you' re getting at.

KATE
| want to hear what you’ re planning
to do.

HEATHER
| plan to do sonething in the
spirit of the nusicians on the
Titanic. Wien they knew they were
going to die, that they had little

( MORE)
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Bri an and

HEATHER (cont’ d)
time, they enbraced their passion
by playing nmusic. |'’mgoing to do
sonething simlar.

BRI AN
As | recall, back in the day your
passi on was phot ography.

HEATHER
Yes. | have an anbitious project in
m nd.

KATE

What does this have to do with
dri nking? O leaving the
uni versity?

HEATHER
| don’t think I’ll be drinking nuch
again, if that’s what worries you.
| may not be an alcoholic at all.

KATE
No, you can’t start thinking that
way.

BRI AN
She’s right, Heather. That’s
t ext book deni al .

HEATHER
| don’t want to tal k about ny
drinking. I want to tal k about ny
l[ife. 1"mdoing the best | can
here. WIIl you just let ne explain
this nmy way?

Kat e exchange a gl ance.

BRI AN
Go on.

HEATHER
| believe the scientists. Soon the
pl anet will no | onger support human
life as we knowit. I amliving on
a planet that is dooned. | believe

this. Brian, you are wong, this is
exactly like being on the Titanic.
The ship is sinking. Maybe a few
will get to Mars and human |ife can
continue there. But npbst of us are

( MORE)
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HEATHER (cont’ d)
stuck here. So the question
becones, the question | ask nyself

is, Howdo I live with this

under st andi ng, how do I live facing
this tragic reality? | realize nost
people will ignore it and conti nue

on as before. W nostly |live on
automatic pilot. But | personally
find this unacceptable. | have to
find a way to live in this new
terrible reality so that ny life
has neaning. | think that’s what
the nusicians on the Titanic did.
And that’s what | want to do.

BRI AN

Wth a photography project.
HEATHER

Yes.
KATE

And you have to quit teaching to do
it?

HEATHER
| have to live ny life so every
nonent counts. Every nonent has
meaning to ne. Teaching loses its
meaning in a world with no future.

BRI AN
Can you tell us about the project?

HEATHER
O course. Have you heard of a
conpany called The Infinite C oud?

BRI AN
Nope.

KATE
No.

HEATHER

They’ re going to create tine
capsul es in space where human

achi evenents can be docunented and
stored for future species. A record
of our brief existence on the

pl anet .

19.



BRI AN
So ET can find it later?

HEATHER
| take the effort seriously.

BRI AN
Let me guess. You' re going to put
together an albumto give themto
put into space.

HEATHER

Yes.
BRI AN

Do you know what ki nd of al bunf
HEATHER

Yes. |’mgoing to docunent the

natural beauty of Nature in our
Nat i onal Parks.

KATE
That’s it? This is why |I’ve been so
worried about you?

HEATHER
Sorry to di sappoint you.

KATE
Tell ne the truth. Your cancer’s
back, isn't it?

HEATHER
No.

KATE
When | worried you were going to
kill yourself, you said | was

cl ose. Why did you have to say that
if it’s not true?

HEATHER
But it is true. Wien the project is
finished, | will be as well. And if

| doit right, it will be a

beauti ful ending. Like when you
wite a play, Brian. You once told
me everything is arranged for the
endi ng.

20.



KATE
This is your life, not a fucking

pl ay!

BRI AN
| can agree with you this far,
Heat her. You have every right to
live the end of your life in any
manner that you choose. | ncl uding
taking it.

KATE
You can’t nean that.

BRI AN
| do, in principle. (To Heather)
But I’ve always admred you as the
enbodi ment of the cliche, when the
goi ng gets tough, the tough get
going. | find it hard to believe
you’' ve becone a quitter.

HEATHER
| find it hard to believe we’'ve
destroyed the pl anet.

KATE
W didn't do shit. It’s the
i nternational corporations.

HEATHER
Look around you, Kate. Look at
your beautiful honme, filled with
beauti ful things. Things that cost
a consi derabl e anbunt of noney. Al
this supports the corporate culture
we |ive in.

KATE
Don’t you dare take potshots at
Tim s noney when he’s not here to
defend hinsel f. You' ve never
forgiven me for marrying a
Republ i can.

HEATHER

" mjust saying none of us can say
we haven’t contributed to the
destruction of the planet. W're
consuners. We buy the stuff that
keeps the systemgoing. | do
mysel f. To |l ess a degree than you,
| suppose, because |’mnot rich.

21.



KATE
That’ s a cheap shot. Tim al ways
shared his wealth. Look at how many
peopl e he put to work when he
bought a startup. Look at how wel |
they did later. Al his enployees
had shares in the conpany when it
sol d.

HEATHER
|’ mnot criticizing you.

BRI AN
Then what are you sayi ng? W shoul d
feel guilty for not living |ike
Buddhi st nonks?

HEATHER
We shoul dn’t bl ane corporations
W thout |ooking in the mrror at
the sane tine. But none of this
matters any nore. Don’'t you get it?
The only thing that matters, the
only real issue left to anyone who
understands the reality of the
situation, which corporations and
consuners caused together, which
capitalismcaused, is what do you
do on the deck of the Titanic in
the little tine left to you? Most
people will do nothing, and nmaybe
they’ re the lucky ones. |’ m not
bl essed with their blinders. | have
to do sonething that nmakes sense to
me. | have to be a nusician on the
Ti tani c. Phot ography has al ways
been ny passion. | didn't think
could make a living at it, and |
al so was consuned by a desire to
under stand why nom and dad di d what
they did, what caused themto risk
so nuch. So | becane a historian
and phot ography becane a hobby.

BRI AN
Wi ch National Parks are you going
to?

HEATHER
As many as possible. It depends on
what happens. | don’'t want to be

around to witness the worst of the
suf fering.

22.



KATE
So you do plan to kill yourself.

HEATHER
You nmake it sound ugly.

KATE
It is ugly! What the hell has
happened to you?

HEATHER
| was hopi ng you’ d under st and.

KATE
It’s wong and it’s selfish. Think
of the person who has to clean up
after you, with bl ood everywhere
and your brains splattered on the
wal | or whatever.

HEATHER
It won't be like that at all. I'm
passi ng cleanly and peaceful ly.
"1l light charcoal in ny car and
go to sleep

BRI AN
Deat h by hi bachi .
KATE
It’s still selfish. Did you ever

think of me or Brian, what you d be
putting us through?

HEATHER
| think of you all the tine.

BRI AN
Actually | appreciate your sharing
all this. I mght go along with you
except - -

KATE
How can you?

BRI AN
--except your premse is wong. The
pl anet isn’t dead. Not yet. | know

we're taking the crisis right to
the wire but we’ve al ways cone

t hrough before, and | expect us to
conme through again.

23.



Si | ence.

HEATHER
You don’t believe the scientists?
BRI AN
| do believe them And they say
there's still tine.
HEATHER
And we’ Il conme together? You re a
dr eamner.
BRI AN

Sonething big will happen. It
al ways does. Sonething dramatic
enough to wake us up.

HEATHER
| don’t share your optimsm

BRI AN
| know. | respect that. But you're
still doing the wong thing.

KATE

It’s norally wong.

BRI AN
You' re doing the wong thing

because you can’t take it back. And

even you, surely, have a shred of
doubt about what you plan to do.

BRI AN
Heat her ?

HEATHER
Maybe | do. A zillion to one.

BRI AN
So don’t be rash or in a hurry to
do sonething you can’t take back.

HEATHER
| don’t think I’m being rash. But
when it’s tinme, | want to be
pr epar ed.

BRI AN

| get it.
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KATE
What’s to get? Suicide is al ways
selfish and | eaves the cl ean up and
dirty work and suffering to soneone
el se.

HEATHER
| didn’t realize you felt this way.

KATE
Now you know.

BRI AN
Okay. | need to get going. Your
proj ect sounds good. Wen do you
start?

HEATHER
Right away. I'Il do the Northwest
parks first. Aynpic, M. Rainier,
Crater Lake.

BRI AN
Keep nme up to date.

He gives her a card. He al so gives Kate one.

Bri an and

BRI AN

Put this where you won't lose it.
KATE

What ever.
BRI AN

Well, give nme a hug.
Heat her enbr ace.

BRI AN
The beauty in the parks will cheer
you up.

HEATHER
O the opposite.

BRI AN
Don't be a fatalist. Kate?

They enbrace.

KATE
Good luck with the play.
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He | eaves.

BRI AN
| may need it.

HEATHER
You wasted your talent, Brian.

BRI AN
| " mnot responding to that. |’ m out
of here. Everybody try to be nice.

HEATHER
He coul d’ve witten plays that got
peopl e thinking instead of maki ng
easy j okes about sex.

KATE
| don’t want to think. | want a
drink. GCh, sorry.

HEATHER
Don’'t be.

KATE
" mnot going to ask you to join
ne.

HEATHER
| need a ride back to ny car.

KATE
Then we’ || do that.

HEATHER
Don't think ill of nme. This
situation is so difficult. So
unprecedented. I'’mtrying very hard

to do sonething I can believe in.

KATE
Ti m al ways said you think too nuch.
You tal k everything to death. You
can’'t see the trees for the forest.

HEATHER
| know you think | hated Timbut I
didnt. As far as politics goes, he
was the nost progressive Republican
|’ve ever net. But | disagreed with
hi s confidence that technol ogy can
save us.
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KATE
Il take you to your car.

HEATHER
Are we good?

KATE
Sonetinmes you are so frustrating.

They enbrace.

HEATHER
| love you, sister.
KATE
You, too. | want you in ny life.
Pl ease don’t go away.
BLACKQOUT.
LI GHTS UP

Five nonths later. Fall, 2019. Sonewhere in U ah.

Heat her sits on a bar stool at a small table. She has a
drink. She is punching a nunber on her phone. Waits for an
answer .

LI GHTS UP on Kate and Brian in the |living room

The phone rings. Kate answers.

KATE
Hello ..

HEATHER
VWll, it’'s ne.

KATE

It’s about time you called! (to
Brian) It’s Heather. (On phone)
Don’t you answer texts any nore?

HEATHER
As little as possible.
KATE
Brian’s here, I'll put you on

speaker phone.

She does. Hereafter the conventi on has Heat her and Bri an
tal king to the speaker phone.



HEATHER

What’ s Brian doing there?
BRI AN

Hey, sis.
HEATHER

What are you doing in Portland?

BRI AN
Just passing through. Kate tells ne
you’ ve been incognito.

HEATHER
| ve been busy.

KATE
How much effort does it take to
answer a text? Anyway, |’mglad you
called. |1've been worri ed about
you.

BRI AN

How s the project going?

HEATHER
Not as | expect ed.

BRI AN
I n what way?

HEATHER
Qur parks look Iike garbage dunps.

BRI AN
| assune you exagger at e.

HEATHER
Not by ny standards. But nany
obvi ously don’'t give a damm because
the crowds are overwhel m ng and
grow ng. Frankly the National Parks
have becone a disgrace as far as
| * m concer ned.

KATE
Have you been drinking? |I’m hearing
your dri nking voi ce.

HEATHER
Wel |, one point for your side.
Cheers.
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Si | ence.

29.

BRI AN
You' re drinking right now?

HEATHER
| have better sense than to nmake
this call sober

KATE
| * m hangi ng up, Heat her.

HEATHER
Don’t hang up! | have sonet hi ng
inmportant to tell you.

KATE
It really hurts ne to hear you this
way.

BRI AN
What’ s goi ng on, Heather?

HEATHER
| wote you guys a letter. | should
have mailed it. Instead of this.

BRI AN
We're here, so what is it?

KATE
You’ ve decided to drink yourself to
deat h.

HEATHER

No tinme for that.

BRI AN
Heat her ?
HEATHER
My cancer’ s back.
BRI AN
|"mso sorry. Wien did you see a
doctor ?
HEATHER

Kate was right, it was back before.
| didn’t want to upset you.



KATE
| knew it.

HEATHER
It’s gotten worse.

BRI AN
What are you going to do?

KATE
Wul d you get your ass hone and
deal with it? Wiere are you?

HEATHER
|’mon nmy way to southern Ut ah.
Moab. It’'s near Canyonl ands and
Ar ches.

KATE
| can't listen to this.

BRI AN
Don’t hang up!

She starts to hang up but Brian grabs the phone.

Kate exits into another (off stage) room

BRI AN
Kate, wait! ... You ve upset her.
HEATHER
Not hard to do.
BRI AN
Be nice. What in hell is going on?
Truthfully.
HEATHER
It’s time to take care of business.
BRI AN
Wth the charcoal.
HEATHER
Yes. I'mhurting and I'mtired.
BRI AN

And you're sure this is what you
want to do?



HEATHER
| want to pass while | still have
menori es of human behavi or that
aren’t depressing.

BRI AN
i don’t know if you’ ve been
foll ow ng the news, but sone
scientists are already pulling
their punches on the nore extrene
scenarios for the future. W
definitely haven't lost this yet.

HEATHER
| don’t want to argue with you.

BRI AN
kay. So you're doing it in
southern Utah. You can’t find a
nore spiritual | andscape.

HEATHER
My thoughts exactly.

BRI AN
Did you get anything done on the
al bun?

HEATHER
At first. Then | started focusing
on the garbage. | guess |I have two

al buns. Before hunans, and after
humans.

BRI AN
Don’t generalize. Not everybody
shows such di srespect for Nature.

HEATHER
| know. It only takes a few but the
result is still overwhel m ng. Maybe

we deserve to beconme extinct.

BRI AN
W won’'t becone extinct.

HEATHER
Why isn’'t that conforting?

BRI AN
You know what | think? You need to
concentrate on positive things.
Mont hs ago you told us that after

( MORE)
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BRI AN (cont’ d)
your project, you wanted to | eave
in a peaceful, spiritual way. How
can you be spiritual if you' re so

angry?
HEATHER
Touche. How cone you' re so smart?
BRI AN
Not smart. | love nmy sister and if
she insists on doing this, | want

to hel p her make the experience
meani ngf ul and positive.

HEATHER
It’s beconme so easy to forget the
positive.
BRI AN
| s there anything | can do here?
HEATHER
| can’t think of anything off the
t op.
BRI AN

Sonebody has to deal wi th your
bel ongi ngs in your apartnent. |
assune you have a wll.

No response.

BRI AN
You don’t have a will?

HEATHER
| never got around to it.

BRI AN
Everything can get really dicey if
you don’t have a wll.

HEATHER
"1l wite something.

BRI AN
Get it notarized.

HEATHER
Jesus, Brian, why does everything
becone so conplicated?



BRI AN
Death is conplicated because life
is conplicated. |Is there anything
in your apartment you want ne to
set aside for anyone?

HEATHER
What are you tal king about?

BRI AN
Getting rid of your stuff. |

imagine they'll be a lot to take to

Good WI I, Salvation Arny, whoever
you prefer.

HEATHER
| haven’t thought about it. You're
doing this on purpose.

BRI AN
Doi ng what ?

HEATHER
Maki ng everything difficult. You
think it wll change ny m nd.

BRI AN
|”’m sincerely trying to hel p.

HEATHER
| haven’t dealt with any of this.
It never occurred to ne | woul dn’t
have lots of tine to deal with it
|ater. But this doesn’t nean |'m
changi ng ny m nd.

BRI AN
Thi nk about it and let ne know if
anything in your apartnent goes to
a special person. And | really
recommend witing a wll.

HEATHER
| appreciate your help.

BRI AN
That’s what big brothers are for.

HEATHER
You' re always there for ne. Wiy do
we argue so nuch?

33.



BRI AN
You're nore inpatient than | am

HEATHER
You think inmportant change can
happen fromw thin the system

BRI AN
Al ways have. Don’t throw the baby
out with the bath water.

HEATHER
Mom and dad di sagreed, and |
under st and where they were com ng
from

BRI AN
Let’s not play our broken record.

HEATHER
WIIl you ever forgive thenf

BRI AN
It’s not a matter of forgiveness. |
won’t defend the violence they did.

HEATHER
So trivial conpared to our violence
in Vietnam

BRI AN
W’ ve tal ked this subject to death.

Kate rushes into the room

KATE
G ve ne the phone.

BRI AN
The speaker’s still on.

KATE
Heat her, | have a pl an.

HEATHER
Don't do this.

KATE
You said you were going to Mab?

HEATHER
My first stop, yes.
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KATE
"1l nmeet you there. I'mleaving in
t he norning.

HEATHER
Kate, you can’t change--

KATE
| won’t try to change your mnd
Prom se.

HEATHER
Then what are you doi ng?

KATE
| love you. | want to give you a
proper goodbye.

HEATHER
Kate, |--

KATE
We didn't get to say goodbye to our
parents. | can’t be denied this
wth you as wel|.

HEATHER
Bri an?

BRI AN
She has a point.

HEATHER
Ch, Jesus.

BRI AN
You know | respect you. I'll cone
al ong and nmake sure we honor your
deci si on.

HEATHER
Kat e?
KATE
| can’t change your mnd. | realize

that. But the thought of not being
able to hold you and say goodbye
Don’t deny ne this.

BRI AN
If we | eave tonmorrow, we can be in
Moab by Friday. Just tell us where
to neet you.
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HEATHER
| have to trust you on this.

BRI AN
You know you can.
HEATHER
And you' || just stay for a day?
BRI AN
Just | ong enough to say goodbye.
HEATHER
You can do that, Kate?
KATE
Yes. | |l ove you
BRI AN
Just tell us where.
HEATHER
"1l text you the notel | get.
BRI AN
Perfect. W’'ll leave in the
nor ni ng.
KATE

| msorry your cancer came back

HEATHER
|’ m not doing this because ny
cancer’s back. It makes ne act
sooner.

BRI AN
See you in Mab.

HEATHER
| love you both very much. Goodbye.

Lights off the bar stool.

KATE
| know | can change her m nd once
see her.

BRI AN

That’ s not the deal.



KATE
Not yours. She isn’t thinking
strai ght and drinking doesn't help.
|"mnot letting her do this.

BRI AN
She has a right to end her life
with dignity, on her own terns.

KATE
Suicide is imoral.
BRI AN
| don’t think you can stop her.
KATE
Fi ne. You don't have to cone with
me.
BRI AN
Now | have to cone nore than ever
KATE
|"mtaking ny own car. | don’t want
to ride with you.
BRI AN
Terrific.
Kate starts to exit.
BRI AN
|’mstill com ng.
KATE

It’s a free country.
She’ s gone.
BRI AN ( AFTER HER)
That’'s another fallacy in your
t hi nki ng!
BLACKQOUT.
LI GATS UP

Three weeks | ater.

Bri an and Kate have just entered.
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KATE

Can | get you a drink?
BRI AN

| " ve had enough.
KATE

"1l have one.

She’'ll mx a drink at a bar area.

BRI AN

| didn’t expect such a huge

t ur nout .
KATE

She was very popul ar at the
uni versity.

BRI AN
Several students told nme she was
their favorite professor.

KATE
| heard the sane thing.

Kat e has her drink.

KATE
Cheers. That doesn’t sound right.
What ever.

She dri nks.

BRI AN
Are you okay?

KATE
O course not. |I'll never
under st and how she could do that to
us.

BRI AN
She didn’t trust us not to
interfere. Wth reason, it turns
out .

KATE
| will not apol ogize for wanting to
do the right thing.
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BRI AN
She obviously didn't think it was
right for her.

KATE
Qovi ously. But | hoped she’d at
| east | et me say goodbye properly.

She's close to tears.

BRI AN
Sonetimes her intelligence got in
the way of commobn sense.

KATE
How coul d she be so snart and so
stupid at the sane tinme?

Brian doesn’t respond to this.

BRI AN
What time is good for you tonorrow?

Kate | ooks |i ke she doesn’t understand.

BRI AN
To do the ashes.

KATE
| don’t care. Not too early.

BRI AN
Do you think you can find the spot?
The newspaper articles aren’'t too

specific.

KATE
|’mnot sure. | only went with her
a fewtinmes and the | ast was
several years ago. | can cone
cl ose.

BRI AN

| didn’t realize she went there
every year.

KATE
Rel i giously. Always with daffodils.
Momi s favorite.

BRI AN
Al ways al one?



KATE
Unless | went with her.

BRI AN
| mean none of the Underground ever
paid their respects?

KATE
| have no idea.

BRI AN
A lonely way to die.

KATE
Heat her didn't have to di e al one.

BRI AN
What can | say? She didn't trust
us. You would have tried to stop
her. It probably woul d have gotten
ugly. | think this is for the best.

KATE
Now | feel alone. And nost people,
a huge mgjority, would agree with
me that suicide is wong. Al ways.

BRI AN
Let it go.

KATE
You sure you don’t want a drink?

BRI AN
| " m goi ng back to the hotel. 111
pi ck you up at noon tonorrow.

KATE
And you' |l take care of the photos?

BRI AN
"Il do exactly what she wote in
the letter. An al bum before humans,
an al bum after humans. A pretty
depressing legacy. And a little

m sl eadi ng, | think.

KATE
She cared a | ot about |egacies. It
drove her activism | really don’t

have one, do | ?
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BRI AN
Your ki ds.

KATE
A son who overdosed and a daughter
who won’'t talk to ne. How about
your kids? Are they your |egacy?

BRI AN
| suppose so. | don’t see them as
often as I'd like. As | should.

KATE
And your plays. They' re a | egacy.

BRI AN
Hardly. They’'re forgotten as soon
as the topical jokes get old. After
a few years, in nost cases.

KATE
What about your first play? Heather
al ways tal ked so highly of it.

BRI AN
Actually it does have a few | oyal
fans, even after all these years. A
university is going to revive it
next year. | wasn’t going to see it
but maybe | should. See if |I’'m
m ssi ng sonet hi ng.

KATE
Maybe you' d take me with you.

BRI AN
When’'s the last tinme you saw a pl ay
of m ne?

KATE

We coul d honor Heat her together.
BRI AN

We'll see how we feel down the

road. So noon works for you
t onor r ow?

KATE
Fi ne.

BRI AN
"1l pick up the ashes on the way.
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KATE

Don't go yet. | don't want to be
al one.

BRI AN
A short drink then. Bourbon and
wat er .

She’ll mx his drink.

BRI AN
You know, despite the climte, |
al ways thought Trunp was really
driving her depression. | thought
once inpeachnent started, she’'d see
sone light at the end of the
tunnel .

KATE
Once she was certain of sonething,
it was inpossible to change her
m nd.

BRI AN
Tell ne about it.

KATE
| know you think the opposite, but
| get nore confused every day. Wat
if she was right? | nean, |’d never
kill nyself over it but think of
all the suffering and chaos that’s
com ng.

BRI AN
Oh, there'll be plenty of that
before we get a handle on this.

KATE
So what are we supposed to do? o
al ong on automatic pilot, |ike she
sai d?

BRI AN

You have to focus on the things
t hat nmake you happy to be alive.

KATE
Jenni fer has di sowned ne, | can't
see ny granddaught er



BRI AN
| " m sorry about that. Hopefully
time wll heal a few things.

KATE
What keeps you goi ng?

BRI AN
Quite a lot, actually. My work.
Despite what Heat her thought about
it. Music. Gerry Mulligan and Chet
Baker playing My Funny Val enti ne.
Chri s Connor singing Angel Eyes.
The plays of Friedrich Durrenmatt.
The USA trilogy by John Dos Passos.
Al the old stuff that dad turned
me on to.

KATE
| guess | read and |listen to nusic
to escape.

BRI AN
It’s escape for ne, too. Escape
fromthe nundane into the glories
of human creati on.

KATE
That sounds so uplifting.

BRI AN
It is uplifting. You have to keep
everything in perspective.

KATE
And when the shit hits the fan?

BRI AN
| f you see suffering around you,
and you can hel p, you do what you
can. You have to renmenber we’'re al
in this together.

KATE
| wi sh Heat her thought about it
t hat way.

BRI AN
So do |I. But she didn't. She died a
very | onely person.

H's drink is enpty.
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KATE
Anot her ?

BRI AN
No thanks. | want to get to the
hotel and take a shower. 1’11 pick

you up at noon.

KATE
Maybe we should scatter daffodils
with the ashes. She woul d have
i ked that.

BRI AN
"1l pick some up

KATE
|’mnot sure | can find the exact
spot. | probably can conme pretty
cl ose.

BRI AN

| couldn’t find any evidence that
woul d pi npoi nt where the bonmb went
off. I think Heather went on faith
and t he photograph of where the
cars ended up. It’s cl ose enough.

KATE
Yes, cl ose enough.

BRI AN
It’s been a | ong day.

KATE
A long week. Heather is dead in
Moab before we get there, the
menorial here is packed with
students and col | eagues who adored
her, we scatter her ashes with
daffodil s where nom and dad di ed,
you send the al buns to the conpany
to put her photographs in space,
and then ... then we all go on
automatic pilot, right? Everything
is back to nornal

BRI AN

Automatic pilot isn’t always as bad

as you nake it sound.
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KATE
| have no idea. | have no idea what
to do. | have no idea howto live
the rest of ny life.

BRI AN
It’s been a | ong week, like you

say. W need tine to heal and
gri eve.

KATE
Time for nore glaciers to nelt and
oceans to rise and forest fires to
rage and tenperatures to clinb, and
nore and nore di splaced famlies
and children to--

BRI AN
Stop it! Trust me, we're going to
get through this.

KATE
VWhat do | do in the neanti ne?

BRI AN
VWhat ever wor ks.

KATE
Automatic pilot.

BRI AN
Yes, but that won’'t be enough. W
need to demand action. As many of
us as it takes. Maybe millions. The
kids are already |eading the way.

KATE
Heat her didn't think it could
happen.

BRI AN
She’s wong. Maybe we need to
suffer nore. A greater climate
cat astrophe than we’ ve seen.
Sonething wll get good people off
their butts. Something wll put
many mllions in the streets. Wre
going to get through this.

KATE
How can you be so sure?
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Trust ne,

Kate stares at him

Trust ne.
Their eyes |ock..
BLACKQOUT.
THE PLAY | S OVER.

BRI AN
Kat e.

She | ooks skepti cal .

BRI AN
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