
J US WAIT UNTIL Al!'TER THE WAR , SOLDIER 

OUTLINE 

This i s a fast moving autobiography of a soldier i n World war Two 
from induotio to discharge . Food poisoning and a related paralysis 
on a combat i filtration course. early in service . necessitate a 
transfer from an assigned Infantry Signal Company that is preparing 
for overseas ombat . 

Later , at the 
are unjustly 
soldier soon 
high- seas, an 

The combat as 
As a diver sio 
lished with a 
area of t he N 
intercept Ger 
quart ers on t 

Thirty- six da 
Beach ,._, with 
line f ighting 
we hear thew 
ing posts , we 

new unit . the t r ansfer orders and medical records 
estroyed . Swept along a~ a part of the war, the 
inds himself $pending the Chridtmas Season on the 

combat duty in the B. T. O. 

i gnment i s with a top- secret Radio Intelligence unit . 
, a full soale radi o communications sy~tem is estab
mate-beliave Ar.acy to the north of the planned invasion 
r mandy Beaches. Before and during t he D- Day period , we 
an radio traffic in the invasion pa t h from our head-
e English Channel opposite the i nvasion beaches . 

s following the main D- Day . we l&nd on the Omaha 
ur mo bile, radio intercept uni t s . '\Te follow the front
aoross France , Garmany . to Austria. From our intercept 
r being fought , and from our lofty and exposed listen
observe the fighting . 

The war ende , and for that we were thankful . Similar units to our s 
had suffered otal casualties dur ing t he African Campaign . We had 
onl y a few listed casualties . 

For most of 
to go home. 
we were sent 
and a furlou 
but we had t 
heal these w 

we get our b 
that had jus 
conflict. Ou 
Coast . The t 
air plane. A 

s , another phase of the war wa~ to start- the battle 
uring the seven months st ruggle for tt is fulfi l lment 
to a rest oamp, given a tri p to the Aust rian Al ps , 
h to Scotland. Thes e were all appreciated gestur es , 
o many traumatic memories, and t he best medicine to 
r scars wa~ missing- a chance to go home ~ 

at to come home on , it i s one of our Liberty Shi ps 
been used to carry French t r oops to an African 
boat is rocked by hurricane winds off the Virginia 

ip to t he west- coast and Port Lewis i s made in a C- 47 
imilar flight had crashed one week before our flight. 
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- page two-

And what about after the ~ar, did the wai t ing bring justice? 
The answer to t hat question i s another stor y , but it is probably 
t he reason behind writing this one . The effects of t he injuries 
of s ervice remained with me. I had to change jobs , and was unable 
to wor k fo r several years fol lowing s ervic e . Medical and financial 
hel p was needed . There were new rules to adhere to when ai d was 
requested. '~o r ry we can ' t help you . You have no off i cial records 
in regards to suob alleged i njuries . " 

I thought about several of these things as I was recovering f rom 
open- heart surgery , and writing this book two yea.r s later . The 
V. A. i s an a gency set up to aid the veteran , a task it does ex
ceedingly well in many respects. But t he set - upis artBide of our 
constitutional decree, and as s uch is not subject to have any of 
its decision , outs i de of insurance claims , brought before judicial 
review. This may change somewhat.later in time. Ti me has alreedy 
brought some changes . Lat er wars such as the Viet -Nam war has 
proven t he existence of follow through in juries of combat such as 
the post-combat syndro me . 

There will be other proven facts as wars and struggles continue
the r esults of atomic blests , and agent or ange a re among some of 
these. I believe that soldiers exposed to combat - wars , and kill
ings, have all had t heir health af fected to some degree and in that 
light, should be given any requested needed medi cal attent ion . 

With these thoughts, together with our role in bringing an .. end 
to World war Two, this book was written- and dedicated . 

George L, Sanford 
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Glancing back-

a-l- lua~ Wal~ TTn~l, lJlAr lhA ~ a? 

Soldier, c/r , George L. Sanford 

On the morning of Deaember 7, 1941, Japanes e planes, without 

warning, delivered an aerial bombardment to Pearl Harbor, and 

other key United States' naval and air i nstallations of t he 

Hawaiian Islands. 'l1he bases at '.'lake, Gllam, and Midway , were also 

attaak:ed. ';'fi t hin a space of t wo ho urs, the Japanese had orippled 

our ent ire Pacific Fl ee t. President Eoo~evelt, i n calling for a 

declarat ion of war against Japan, referred to the Japanese action 

as a "dastardly attack", and to the date of t he attack, as " a date 

that will 1 1 ve in infamy". 

Most of us who wer e around at that time , a l so remember jul:lt wha t 

we were doing when we heard the news on the 1·adio, or ~aw the first 

headline in the paper. For our famil y , it had been a day to r elax 

after a hard week's workr. I had been relaxing, tinting a photogr aph , 

and my older brother with mother had been out for a ride when the 

news oame to us by radio early in t he af ternoon. We listened f or 

several hours as t he direct news came in reporti ng the damage, and 

heavy casualties- censorship was then envoked. 

To us in the United States, the name, Pearl Har bor, i s synonomoua 

with the name, or the start of World ".'ar Two. But this holocaust of 

war, had been going on i n Eur ope with the Nazi regi me, for several 

years. Prior to the start of thi s i n8ane event , and developing 

after World ~a r One , social problems had ari~en that were the 

breeding grounds for a war of such magn itude. 

We had our own full-grown depression of ' 29, but we were busy either 



V 1'78 Jugt Wait Sold1&! 

looking for work, or .working, to have time to t hink about involve

ment in wars. Also whether it was hard times.or good, we were luoky 

enough to live next to mountains that we bad grown to love. Hiking, 

oamping, hunting, or fishing didn't require one to be rioh, or even 

working. I didn't oare for the sport of hunting and then killing 

the animals, but I did like to be in the surroundings of the woods, 

and hunt the animals with a camera. 

Pearl Harbor meant that we, like the animals, were being hunted and 

killed. That in turn meant that we as peace-loving humans, would 

have to hunt and kill them in order to survive. It is a situation 

change that is hard to grasp. we ohanRe from a societ1 based on law 

and order, that does not tolerate killing of its own. to one that 

teaches and advovates such killings of the eneiey. Moat of us, who 

know that we would either be the target, or shoot at the target,1n 

auoh a conflict, always will have a deep-rooted fear of such a 

confrontation. It always has been, and always will be that way, 

whether the weapons be rooks.and olubs, or the atomic bomb. 

AB in any war when a nation is attacked, there 1a a great surge of 

patriotism. to wor~ together for survival, and a call for revenge . 

Pearl Harbor meant that a large number of Americans had already been 

killed, more would be, and if we survived the initial crisis, every 

home in the United States would be affected deeply before we could 

realize full retaliations, a nd victory. 

Some individuals would ma~e huge profits, or monetary benef its, with 

the sale of weapons of war, or other produata. Things would not be · 

always fair during hostilities, sometimes they have that appearance 
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during peace. we would have the '~ad guys" on our side of the war 

also. 

one 3ear after ''Pearl Harhor", I became a number, as well as a name, 

along with a continuous stream of other men, from all walks of life, 

and conditions to cope with. Like most of the others, I tried to 

make the highest score on all of t he tests, and to fit into the 

place that I was best adapted. 

My phyaioal examination stated that I was in the best possible of 

condition- but again the remi nder, this was wartime, and nearly 

everything goes. The standard joke was that the doctor would look in 

one ear, and if he couldn't see through to the other aide, boy, you 

were in the service. 

In the IQ, and other entry teats, I made as good a grade, if not 

better than the average. The Arffi3 was noted for theaUe~ged peculiar

ity also, that they would place new recruits into new positions 

other than they had been trained to do in civilian life. I had been 

a plasterer, and now I was soheduled to become a radio operator. Thie 

news brought no complaint from me. The place of service, however, 

was with the Signal Company of the 84th Infantry Division, and this 

part of it brought some strong apprehension on my part. 

During the month of December, 1942, the war in the Paoific, and in 

Europe continued at ita furious pace. Both Japan, and Nazi Germany 

had reached the limit of their expansion, and were being oontained. 

There had been heavy loss of lives, but now some of the conquered 

bases. and land were beinR retaken. The lat'bermade good news anyway. 
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A new 1ife,.. 

The place was the induction center at Fort Douglas, Utah. The date 

was 14 , December 1942. New recruits were scheduled to arrive at the 

center daily i n large numbers, and the outfitted, and assigned 

troops were likewi s e soheduled to move on to their new units on the 

same clockwork basis. Army life, up to this point, had not been too 

bad. We had a s l eeper train to t he induction center, the food seemed 

to be good, we were not yet subjected fully to the "yea sir, no sir " 

bit of Army life. But things do not work out always aa scheduled, and, 

this isn't home- I was about to be taught my first tough less on. 

Our tests had been completed, so had our physicals, and shot s had 

been given. We would 9e shipped to our newly ass i gned unit~ the 

following day. we had what we thought wa s a wonderful chicken dinner, 

and to top it off, we were all given a pass to Salt 1ake City, for 

the evening. 1 went to a t heater- b tit something didn 't seem quite 

rieht. I felt a little f l ushed- just the new wool uniform I thought . 

And then there was a slight abdominal and stomac h pain- it will go 

away. Hut the intensity of the pain increased, in area a s well. 

~ inally. in desperation, I had to t r y and make it back to the ~ort. 

I should have ju8t f lopped , and called for help. How I managed to 

drag myself back to the Fort , barrack , and l atrine , I'll never fully 

understand. 

This was my i ntroduction into Army .life~ about 300 others also , as 

well a s the several doctors who treated u~. Acute- moderate diarrhea, 

type and oause unknown . it i~ lidte d as being. ~e held up the ship

ment for two day~. l was shipped out like t he others, but I was still 

Siok, and t he effects lasted- they will check me ove r at the new 

unit, I thought. 
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s omehow through all 9f this suffering, the lesson had not been 

driven fully home yet. 

Baaio training presented me with the operat i ons of radio, and other 

s i gnal funct ions of the Company. The learning of radio-code, and 

prooedu.ree, was oombined with the other basics of Army life. And in 

thi s l i ttle ple ce known a s Camp Howze , there were the dreaded tioks, 

chiggers, and rattlesnakes. Most of us made s ick-oall for treatment 

of t he infection from these little peats , a s well as the prevalen,t\ 

'athlete~-foot', that was picked up i n t he showers. Then there were 

the sick-call reports for s or e throats and colds - wai t out in the 

cold air in front of the crowded dispensary, go in and have your 

throat swabbed, return to duty . 

One of these little t hroat swabbing incidents didn't turn out well 

for me. I oame down with a high fever after returning to the barracks, 

and remembering the less on of the food-poisoning, determined to stay 

in bed until I got better, or unt i l they carried me to the hotipital. 

I stayed in bed f or three days. 

To top off my basic training indoctrination, and to qualify for 

combat duty, l had to go through several combat courses , inoluding 

an infiltr ation course exercise. As a leader on a radio team, I had 

been up all ni gh t on a training maneuver, and t he morning , July t he 

Fourth, was extremely hot. Needles s to s ay, I didnttc omp lete t he 

course, and I was carx1ed off in what was described as~~ paralyzed 

condition'. A medical field r eport was written up, and I wa8 trans

ported back to the barrack8, where I was given r est. 
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Up to this event, I had advanoed quite well in this Signal Company. 

I , had made the rank of sergeant- T/4, as well as t he leader of a 

radio team, and I had also been considered for Officer's Candidat e 

Sohool. Of oourse t hat oonsideration was dropped when it became 

known that I didn't qualify because I lacted a high-aohool diploma

a situation that I could a gain blame on the days of the depression. 

I lost my leadership position in the Signal Company , but I remained 

with them until after the fall maneuvers in Loui s iana. I worked 

various nets, including the receiving of Red Cross. or "Dear John~ 

meesagee. Some of t hem were quite emotional, and disturbed me . Of 

better interest to me was t he providing of voioe communications for 

t he commandi ng officers back t o their Regiments , or Battalions . They 

were real life dramas sometimes, a s one oase where the tanks of the 

reds were going over the tops of s oldiers in the f ox.holes, "Stop it! 

These are just maneuvers!" I oo uld r elax more talking with some of 

t hese higher ranking offi cers. 

But the time came for my inevitable transfer af ter the maneuvers, 

from our new aamp at Shreveport, Louisiana. The Division was ma~ing 

preparations for combat duty . and the "non-fits" were being wee-ded 

out. AB one of them, I was t he ranking non-com in oharge of about six 

men being sent to the 92nd Signal Bat t alion, camp Maxey, Texas. The 

date was 19 ~ovember 1943. 1 have b een gi ven the transfer papers, the 

medical records , and t he t ransportation vouchers for t he trip. AS this 

amounted to a medical transfer for all of us , when t he paperd were 

delivered t o our new commanding officer , a complete medical e xamination 

and evaluation would ·be required. 
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At my new unit 1 see~ to fit ri ght into the picture, it is still a 

signal outfit, and I'm in a radio section. But in a few days I seem 

to be exposed to more of the intelligence aide of the work, and I'm 

shown a number of coding and encoding devices. 

A disturbing faot came to my attention a few days after arriving 

here. This outfit has been alerted for overseas shipment and combat. 

Just what have I gotten myself intoY ill furloughs have been oanoelled

I would have had one coming at m3 old outfit after maneuvers. 

And what about the required medical? Captain Arms trong gave me an 

explanation when he called me into his office one morning. He seemed 

like a nioe person- very con~enial. Well, Lieutenant Ellis of the 

84th was that way also. Maybe all c.o.s are that type, especially 

those who will be in combat with the men. "Sergeant, you and the 

other men should have had a physical examination when you first 

arrived here. I'm sorry about the delay, but with thes e new orders 

for shipment- well, we've just been too buay. So, you can ta~e these 

men and their records, and report to the camp Hos pital. I have 

transportation for you." 

"Yea, air," I replied as I took the s ealed records, and proceeded to 

the waiting weapons carrier, and driver. 

The hospital was a large complex- and very buay. I delivered the 

records, and we eac h went our own way t o the various waiting r ooms . 

And waiting r ooms seemed to des cribe t hem. 

After a long wait, a man made hie appear~nce, whom,! bel1evea,waa 

a dootor. There were no introductions, whioh made me feel 111 at 

ease. lt was a s i f t he Firs t Sergeant, i i 111 t~ n o v .. an ~~ - !'Pf was 
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about to oonduot the examination. And speaking of suoh aerge8D.tB, 

there was one standing acros~ t he room now, taking this all in. 

~he doctor picked up my medical records and glanced at them- and 

then at me. ''How do you feel now soldier?" And t hen referring to the 

injury on the infiltration course, "have you had any t r ouble lik.e 

that before?" 

A double barreled question , and something seemed wrong. "I fe el 

fairly good now- I thi nk ••• No , s ir, I've never been t hrough anything 

quite like that before. But-" 

"Well then, " the doctor interrupted, "for your own good and that or 
your outfit, I'm going to remove t hese medical records f rom your 

file." 

I was getting quite aggr avated us he t hrew the r eco rds into the 

waste-basket. The lesson of the foo d poisoning w&s with me now, and 

the epis ode on the infiltration oourse was too f res h i n my mind t o 

set it aside that eas~. "Crawl through with your pack and rifle on. 

s tay low- don't stand up!" Those had been t he i nstructions. DYnamite 

had exploded in the craters , and t he ma chine- gun bullets with tracers 

wblzsed overhead- I went as far as my body would carry me. 

The doctor had tur ned his back on my q ues t ions and explanat i ons. 

lie was going back out of the door.that he had entered , in what seemed 

l ike only three minutes be~ore . 

And now, the oergeant noticing my obviou;:; fr·ustra ti on , came across 

the room to talk to me . 11·r1ha t :{ i :1d of a doctor was that?" I aok:ed 

him. "He didn't even introduce himself . " 
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''That's a new doctor around here." he replied. ''l saw what was going 

on. If you think you've been given a bum deal, juot wait until after 

the war to complain . You'll have plenty of time then to ::,eek justice." 

His advice didn't seem quite right, either, but I thank.ed him. AS I 

started out of the room, I noticed the records s tt.ok.ing part-way out 

of the basket, and I was tempted to pick them out- but I didn't. 

1t would be a two mile walk baok to my barracks, south from the 

hospital. The walk takes me past a maze of barracks and other build

ings, comprising the 15th Corps. If I hurry, I'll make it baok in 

time for chow. 

The walk gives me a:chance to think clearer. What the doctor did was 

not right, he was eoing aguinst regulat ions and the very t hings 

that we were supposed t o be fighting for. Such records were invalu

s.b le for me, and could not be re T>laced. Aw- but t he se r geant was 

right in a way, I didn't want to s tart another war, a s one a t a time 

was enough. I knew a l ittle of what the records stated, but not all. 

If such a t hing could happen to me on an inf iltration cour~e , it's a 

cinch it would happen again in combat - I kaew t h tit. But I'll cro~s 

t hose bridges when I come to them. You 're on your own now, soldier, 

remember that. 

~1th all of those crazy thoughts tumbling around i n my mind , the 

time pas ;;;ed swiftly, and it didn ' t take long fo r me to get back to 

my Bat talion Headquarters. I'm baclt in time f or dinner, al s o. The 

line is just starting to fo r m out ~ide of the mebs- hall. So, t here is 
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time to clean up a little and grab my mes s gear . I keep an eye open 

for the fellows that we nt with me to t r.e hoopital, but I didn ' t see 

eny of them. I wanted to find out how they had made out. 

"What's on the menu, Fred?" I ask one of t he soldiers ahead o:t' me in 

the line. 

"Roast beef ae:ain l gue s s , Geo r ge. " He answei·s. "They've really been 

putting on the eats latelJ. Jut i f you think this is good , juot wait 

until yot1've read the notice that t ney hu.ve pt1t llp on the bulletin 

board." 

"They' re sure trying to f atten us llp . I wonde r why?" 

"I' 11 g-i ve y ou one g ues s , " he rep l ies . 

And it was a good meal tonight - plenty oi ~econd::; too. I t a t e time 

later to read the bulletin board. There' s a notioe r egarding the 

Thanksgiving Day hol iday , wh ich i ::; only one week away . ''Hot ice to 

all cooks ! You will be fre e to prep8.r C any bpec ial dish t hat you 

des1 re fo r this celebration. Pleu.se l et t he l.le::.s - ::;ergeant kn ow right 

away just what special s uppl i es you wi ll need." 

AB Captain Arms trong said , t he re i~ plenty of work to do to get 

ready t o go overseas. we keep right on with our training, t hat in

cludes the ~tudy of some new co ding device ti . There are frequent 

inspections, and we are presented with some new clothing , and oth er 

supplies. Heavy equipment is being packed in water- proof greas e, 

then it's orated and s tenoile d . 

An extra assignment that J now have i s that of Sa ttalion Bugler. 

It'i .POt a real bui?,le~· 1 t 's a recording of bugle calls. My job is 
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to get up early and play the r ecording over the amplifying dy~tem 

in the tower. "Do you make a lot of friends that way?" Someone 

would ask.. Well, it doesn't seem to interfere, in any event. And 

through it all,we do have some fun. At lea8t that's what I say in my 

letters home 1'0 Mom. we have good eats, movies, and tripe to town. 

Sometimes, almost a little s arcastically, I menti on about their 

ainoere intere~t in us having to keep our barra'oka and olothea olean. 

There's free medical attention, and to top it off, we even get paid. 

I really don't gripe too muoh, but when I do, I try and r emember that 

it's a healthy and ha9py ~o ldier who indulges in some normal griping. 

I get my regular letters from home, with the news generally on the 

oheerful side. Hy older brother i;:3 now s erving on a da~troyer in the 

Paoifio • .And I'm reminded, in one of the letters, about a time we 

were by a wharf at Long Beach, Califo r nia . we had seen piles of sorap

iron being loaded on Japanese ships. An off the ouff remark made t hen, 

was that some day they would be sending it back. to us in the form of 

bullets- he was right! 

Waiting for Thanksgiving Day to coma, could be compared in some ways 

like waiting for a dental or doctor appointment. we knew that it 

would be a first-class meal, but we knew alao like a laat supper- a 

farewell to the United States. 

Thanksgiving Day came., and the meal was more than we ever thought it 

could be. It was an all day affair. r.elaxing later on my bed, that 

evening, I decide to write a letter home- as these are s ome of the 

happy events I like to tell about. ·•near Mom, This is my first Thanks

giving Day away from home. I'd rather be baok home and have 
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one of your nice meals. if I had a choice. You wouldn't believe the 

amount of food t hey had ~pread out for us today. There s eemed to be 

every kind of di sh and variation available: salads, moats, fi~h. 

shell-foods, pies, cakes, nuts , candies , and- well you name it and it 

was there. Oh sure , we had tur~ey, and there was duok also • .And besided 

the regular drinks, t here was ~ome fire-water flowing around. we had 

the luxury of dinner-war e also- no meliS- kit ~ to wash. 

"If you think that ther~ i d some catch to this f ancy affair you're 

right. We're alerted for sh ipment, which can be any day now. Just 

where and when 1B a big 8eoret, and maybe it's better that way. I 'll 

try and keep you inf ormed. It' s now certain that I won't get the 

furlough that was due me from t he other outfit. With love. Your 

son. George. " 

I made no mention about my medical recor ds being destroyed at the 

Camp Hospital. It embarrassed me, and worried me that it had happened, 

and I for sure, di dn't want to worry her with ~uch things. I'm sure 

though, that she was u~ed to hearing ab out the unpleatiant things 

happening during war. Her fat her had been a Captain in the Civil war, 

and had spent one night wounded, l~i.Bg on the battle-field. 

The weather ia now growing colder here in Texas . Nothing 18 r outine 

anymore, exoept packing and wai ting. Pa s8es to town are cancelled. 

The first week i n Deoember we are called out in ful l gear, and arrive 

at the rail-yard 1a truck.a. So,thia i d it- or i 8 it? After 1-1/2 h:.ours of 

waiting with heavy paoks- in what appeared to be a mob-s cene, new 

orders over the P .A •• have us return t o our barracks . "Dry run. 11 
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Someone comments to express our feelings. 

The next fretful week we are again called out. I s this another praotioe? 

No, this time is for real. There is the usual amount of waiting, but 

this time we are ushered into waiting rail cars like we are sardines. 

"IJhere are we heading?" eomebody asks, but there is no answer. Our dea

tinat ion could be anybody's guess - except f or a few. The blinds on the 

osr are pulled tight, end there're orders that they remain that way. 

I 

A short time later a small group of officers mek.e their way slowly up 

the aisle. "Do you ltnow where our destination is soldier?" They ask 

nearly n eryone. 

"No sir," I reply as they a::ik me. The answers as they prooeed along 

' to the next car remain the same. 

Whan they're out of earshot, one soldier from headquarters lets the 

proverbial oat out of the bag by s tating: •~ could have told him, but 

I knew better than to get myself or anyone else in trouble. Be got a 

oa~d _from one of the advanced team, and while the card didn't say where 

they were, the card was postmarked in New York City ." 

Most of us had guessed the spot , but now there is partial confirmation. 

After we get our gear stacked away, things seem to run pretty smooth. 

They treat us li~e royalty; dinner in the diner , and we have sleeping 

oars. I sleep like a baby when the car is in motion, but when it stops 

for what ever reason, I wake up. I try an d guess what town we go through, 

and someone would peek out of the window to verify the guess . 

As the trip continues, I s tart feeling unusually tired , and my eyes have 

a burni~g sensation. It's just the excitement I believe - but it 
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oontinues to bother me. 

Njew York-
Camp Shanks is our firs t destination after three days and nights of 

travel. It feels good to get outside and stretch again. This is our 
NoPrH 

embarkation center located about twm ty miles~ of the big oi ty 

of New York. We 've a busy schedule lined up for us, with last minute 

oheoks of equipment and personnel. Different types of exercise and 

obstacle courses are laid out. for us . One reminder of possible things 

to come, is the abBZ1don ship drill where we go over the side of a 
f 

wooden-. platform ,on a rope ladder. Just what actual good it le to aban-

don Bhip,ia a good question, for they've already told us that we oould 

survive for only a few momE11ts in the cold Atlantic. 

"If anyone has any physical problem that hasn't been taken oare of 

yet, you'll be given a chance by reporting to sick call by ten A.K." 

Capjain Armstrong, makes the announcemant on the second morning. 

"And this is the opportunity to get your e~es checked, George." I think 

outloud. I report for sick call, ond the service is fast. An appoint

ment •is made for two o'cl ock this a fternoon to see the eye doctor at 

the Camp Hospital. 

"There appears to be no thing physically wrong with your eyes," tie an

nounces after a thorou~h examination. •~ ut they do seem inflamed. I 'll 

give you a prescrip t i on £or some eye drops that should help c~ear that 

up. It could be just t be exci tement, or a nervous condition, but there 

ie nothing -in your files in regards to th i s problem. 11 

"I did have trouble on an infiltration course exercise ," I reply . 
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He looks through the files again before he replie~. "There's nothing 

here in regards to that . But I'll give you the prescription a?13way and 

that should help at least temporarily. Good luck to you." 

Well, no glasses were needed anyway, and the drops do help. The slower 

paoe th~t we are now on also seems to help. We find that we have time 

on our henas - and that can also be bad. One fellow who appears to be 

a real artist, entertains himself and others b~ drawing some obscene 

pioturea on the wall. It's a shame that he's w~sting his talent on stuff 

like that. Just express ing his feelings?-Well rna3be. I have feelings 
f 

too, and I think back about the medical examination at Camp Maxey and 

the destroyed records. And then today: '~here's no record of any injury 

here, soldier." 

So things are already begin~ing to surface. And I remember the advice 

of the Sergeant: ~Vait until after the war soldier. You'll have plenty 

of time then to get just ice. " I guess I don't have any oho ice. 

But there's good news. We're to receive a pass for New York tonight. 

The train leaves here at three, and we're to return on the two A.M. 

train. It means a last fling, and chance to see the big city. 

It's a crowded train, but after arriving at the city, everyone goes 

his own way e.nd does his own thing. Some visit bars, some go to shows, 

and some have dates. I'm not a loner, but I seem to end up that way. 

For a novelty I plan to have dinner at the Nickelodinn, and start put

ting nickels in the slots for food. A waitress holds her hand up over 

the slot. ;'You don't have to do that , soldier, it 'ii already been paid for. 11 

"That's sure nice. Thank you very much 41 " I respond. 

Next. I visit the Radio center Music Hall. Tne:i:'e 's abooth set up to 
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give tickets to the soldiers. And t he word 'soldier•· includes all service 

personnel - men and women, and from all branches of the military service. 

"Whare would you like a ticket to, soldier?" She invites. 

Yes~there is a choice to see nearly any play .or show on Broadway, and if 

there's a seat or a ticket, they're free. "I'd like to see the show 

right here at the Center, thank you," I reply. 

New York has really gone all out for a welcome for the services. Some

one has to pay for this hospitality, which is a part of the war effort 

on the home front. Ana it must be realized that for many servicemen, 

this will be the port of no return. But for me tonight, I'm here to 

enjoy myself, and I'm really impres Bed by the size and design of this 

building. There's the huge carpeted lliby, with spacious winding ramps 

leading to the baJ.conies. Tall sparkling mirrors flank the sides. 

One of the two shows tonight is about the life of Louis Pasteur. There's 

also a stage show fE61uring the precision dance group called the Rockette~ 

The show turns out to be quite a treat for a country boy like me. And 

the show marks the beginning of a free es-0orted world tour. 

outside again in the cool crisp night air I'm again brought baok to 

reality. With the blackout, the skys crapers sur1·ounding me appear as 

ghosts. But to replace the arti.ficial light, countless stars twinlle 

down through these alleys of the sky. They're lighting the way for a 

traveller as they did eon3a.go. And my thoughts recall that this is the 

Christmas Season and today was the 21st , but it's now the 22nd. There's 

no chance _for a white Christma s - the streets are bare. With the thoughts 

of Christmas, I think of home and 1Iother. It' s a small world - the same 

stars shining above me are shining back there on t h e wes t coast in 

Was hington State. It would be nice t o send a present home , but there's 
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no way of doing that now - or i s there? 

A small all night drug store is open down the street as if it were a 

beacon in the dark. There are newspapers, candy, and even drugs on the 

shelf. But it ' s a small packet of pict ures showing New York oity that 

catches my eye. J t woul d be nice t o sen d home, but I'm not supposed 

to write home - it's top secret concerning the movement of troops. But 

maybe there's a way around the situation. "Si~ could you pleas e send 

these pictures in the mail for me?" I ask the clerk.. "I 'm not supposed 

to write, but I wo uld like to send this small Christmas present home." 

"Sure soldier." he r epl ies. "I '11 be glad to mail tthem f or you." 
I 

I pay him the money for the pictur es and the stamp . Then he prooeeds 

to write the address on the outside cover and drop it in the mailbox. 

Wel1, that 1 s -a ll taken ca.r e o:f - "Merry Christmas, Mom. " Now abe wou1d 

never guess who sent that-01·'would she ? I f eel good inside as I leave 

the store and into the dark street~ again, I go past the famous Wall 

Street. The tickers are silent , but the str eets are still litt ered. 

"So this is what 1. t 's all ab out. " I muse to mycelf. "This is the pulse 

o'f America. " 

There's j ust time to catch the ferry to the depot for the train ride 

back to camp. I recognize several fellows f rom the Signal Battalion on 

the ferry. "Hi Joe, and Frank. Did you have a good time?" 

"We sure did , George. We went to a Broadway play. Then we had a steak 

dinner, and we topped off the evening by going to a n i ght club." From 

their c onversation I lear n that they also clent a couple of pre-

Bents home, b esides bringing some items bac~ to camp for t heir own 

Christmas cheer . We discuss the secrecy of our troop movement and agree 

that the enemy woul d be just as confused a s we still are. 
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It's early morning when we return to camp, but we've been promised a 

late breakfast which will give us soother hour of. needed sleep. It's 

the day that has all the promises of being the day for embarkation -

I'm sure that they'll let us know. 

It's in the afternoon when we're all invited to see a free movie. The 

Army wants to demonstrate that they can provide entertainment also. But 

this ie really a required and serious movie called: "Why We fight." It's 

a documentary showing more of the Nazi conquest, snd ways that we oan 

protect ourselves from such an enemy. It explains how our involvement 

helps to insure our own rights and justice at ho~e. I ponder that last 

promise a little while. Liberty and justice are worth fighting for, but 

the fighting isn't confined to one war or even to just war - it 's a 

continual process. And like living through the depression, I know that 

there is always a price to pey. 

Our mess gear is packed in our duffle bags with the rest of our equip

ment. It makes a good reas on fo r using the mess hall tra.YS for eating 

on. And it's an hour after dinner that we receive our orders. "Report 

to the rail yard with full gear." Like sardines in a can , we file. into 

the waiting cars of the train. With two to a seat plus duffle baga, 

rifle, and packs, there's no room to move a round. I'm thankful that it's 

to be a short trip. It's a trip that•~ for real. 

It's late at night again when we arrive in New York Cit~. A cordon of 

police hold back the crowd , and clear a path from the train to the waitizg 

ferry. Instead of transporting us across to the regular terminal , our 

personal ferry takes our Signal Batallion downstream to a darkened ware

house and an awaiting Victory Ship . Our ferry ties up along side the 

pier and we make our way inside. 

The outside darkness is changed to the bright artificial daylight of 
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the inside. Preparations have been made way ahead of our arrival and 

everything appears orderly. We're grouped into ou'I' assigned Companies. 

Loud speakers give the orders. There's still time for some ooffee and 

doughnuts offered by the American Red Cross volunteera.- f Thank you, Ma'am. 

our Victory ~hip-
It's time to embark - by groups, nOOleS are called off. We repeat our 

names and add our serial numbers. Such procedure acts as a good security 

oheok. "All troops will go to their assigned quarters and remain there. 

No troops will be allowed top side until after we are under way." It's 

three flight of stairs down to our quarters in the hold. We're below 

water level. Bunks, or hammocks are stacked in rows of six high. I leave 

my barracks bag by one tier and stake a claim on a top hammock. And I 

had better start using these nautical. terms now that we 're about to start 

our escorted sea cruise. And why did I select a top bunt? Well, I've heard 

that there's such a thing as seasickness, an d this was just a precaution. 

Getting sick is just one of the little goodies that's possible, but we 

pra1 that it won't happen. 

The time is late and I'm tired like most of the fellows. No one is al

lowed top side and it's just as well.It feels good to stretch out on 

this new bed, but there ' s too much excitement snd noise to sleep for 

awhile. There's the steady pounding of the G.I. boots as they walk the 

steel deck from the gangplank . Then they make their way down the steel 

stairs. Now, there must be some nautical word for stairs. 

There're 500 or more men aboa rd our ~hip besides the crew and possible 

other troops. The exact number maybe a military secret. There' s to~~secret 

eq~i~ment • aboard our ship also,be~ides the highly trained men with 

their secret knowledge. A life i s a life, but in war they have things 

figured just a litt le differently. Our priority affords us greater 

protection, but the same priority mak es ua a better target for the 
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enemy. And the enemy is always ready to expend a few extra bullets, or 

torpedoes for such a prize. 

The pounding on the decks slows down and finally stops. Everyone is 

on board. Being restr icted to our quart ars below decks gives us the 

feeling of caged animals, as in a way we are. Is it just a bad dream? 

I don't hear any announcement of:"All ashore that 's going ashore!" 

so here we are with the steady drone of the airconditioning fans to lull 

us to sleep. And there's also piped music coming through the P.a. system 

to lull us to sleep, or to entertain us. It's rel~ed through the cour

tesy of the Armed Forces F.adio Network. 

There are some soldiers that I had known back in camp, now in nearby 

hammocks. There are also some new ones that I would be meeting. And what 

better way is there to meet people than on a sea voyage? "What time do 

you think we' 11 sai 1, George?" A former aquaintanoe asks. 

"I really don't know, Carl, ''I reply. rtBut I heard some say that high tide 

is at four in the morning, but whether that will be the time I really 

don't know. But if I were to guess, that would be the hour." 

Soldiers are always guessing or betting, and his question gave me some

thing to think about while trying to get to sleep. And by some miracle 

sleep do es take over. Then I'm a.wat. ened like many of t he others, to a 

new sound. It's the quiet throb of the ships engines. The sound is fol

lowed by the feeling of motion, and a faint creaking noise. '~e' ve been 

underway for twenty minutes, " someone re lat es. 

I had been thinking that it would be nice to get a glimpse of the Statue 

of Liberty, even in the dark. But as if they had been reading my thoughts, 

and to emphasize an order made earlier us we boarded ship, the music is 
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interrupted for a repeat announcement . "'-Ye are under way. All troops 

will remain below decks until we are out of t he harbour. Breakfast will 

be served starting at seven." 

well, that takes care of the Statue of Liberty . :3ut it did open up a ·1quest

i>on regarding their use of the word, ''breakfast." There must be some 

nautical word for it and they thought they would give us ·landlubbers a 

break. And I ponder that question as I start the land or sea ritual of 

shaving and washing . 

Finding our new mess hall is not too difficult a task - just get at 
f 

the end of a long l ine, wait, and wait . ~e wind our way around a num-

ber of passage ways before we make ou.r grand entrance . Food is served 

on trays , and the r e ' s no motion of the ship at thi s time to spill the 

food or liquids. It ' s a.good breaKfast. Of course. the lavy is always 

noted for their good eats . And being just out of port with new troops~ 

well, they have e reputation to live up to. Fresh eggs, bacon, brown 

potatoes, cereal, toast, orange juice , with milk or coffee are on the 

menu. It 's a real <"<ood start for the day. 

The time is 1100 hours when we feel a tilight rolling motion of the ship. 

An announcements i nterrur ts our qmsi c a while later. "We are ontside of 

the harbour . Troops are permitted on deck at t h i s tiille." 

I'm one of the many others that waste no time i n accept ing the invitation, 

And from then on, I spend a great deal of my wa ~:ing hours at that loca

tion. The first i tern to hold our inte:r• etit is the forming of our convoy. 

One by one the Ships appear on the ho rizon and take up their aosigned 

position. Destroyers flank us on all side8. An aircraft carrier and a 

cruiser ca.n be seen. 5till ne~rer to us ie a battleship . as far as we 

can see on the horizon there are Ships . '.'/e take up a zigzag oourse of 



Vl78- · Geor ~e L. Sanford -page 17- Ju~t 11lit Soldiflr 

evasive travel e.s instructed from prearranged f lag signals, or by some 

other means except radio contact. Navigation distance between the ships 

is aided by t he use of small buoys trailing to the side and behind of 

our escort vessels. This proves to be very useful at night when the 

wake of the object creates fforE3S::,cence in the water. 

The line up f or lunch is considerable smaller than it was f or break.fast. 

The rolling motion of the sea is already taking its toll of appetites. 

Most poor souls are seeking any means of possible relief. This will be 

the pattern followed for the next few days. This ~s sort of a shame 

beoause some of the best served meals are during the first few day out 

of port when the food is f resh and in big supply. For s ome strange or 

unexplained reason I ' m one of t he few fortunate not t o get sick . So for 

a while, with the sb ort lines so me haveit made and a re living li~e 
' kings. But as time passes the lines again grow longer, while another 

type of food makes its way on the menu - but it's all good food. 

One i tern of food that takes to everyone's liking is the fresh b~ed bread. 

Maybe it's the aroma of it being baked that has ~uch an impact. The 

temptation caused by t he aroma is just t oo much for a few. An announce

ment is made warning the troops of the ~ossible uenalties to be imposed 

for stealing the hot baked loaves. :.'fhi l e it i s wrong to steal the loaves, 

it also amounts in some small way as a very good compliment t o the 

bakers. 

Along the coast where the convoy f irst forms is known as the hunting 

grounds of German U- Boats. Of course there are ai r patrol planes on 

duty, but things are not quit e as or~anized as when t here is a chain 

of armed naval vessels around the merchant ships that are carry ing the 
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troops and supplies. It is fo r these reasons that strong security measures 
., 

have to be made and strict l~ enf orced. One precaution that has to be 

taken at night is the control of lights, At night, any light suoh aa 

a match, flashlight, or other incandescent light can be seen for many 

miles at sea. The U-Boats sre always looking for suoh a telltale 

light to guide them to t heir tar get. The result is the sinking of a 

vessel. 

At dusk or at the first si gn of dar kness, and in keeping with old 

navy customs , tha s peakers call out: "'1:he smoking lamp is lit." With 
4 

that notice there are no ligh~3allowed on deck, - smoking or otherwise. 

Double canvas oovers all hatches or entrances for light protection. 

The first night out, one of our troops decides to step outside into 

the dark evening and have a smoke, His action endan.gers a lot of lives. 

Luckily he is s~otted by the watch, and arrested to spend the rest of 

the trip in the brig. The news of the incident travels fast. Later in 

the evening, another warning about the use of smoking and other lights 

on deck at night is given, but not really_needed. 

The weather remains fair with sunny days and starry nig~ts. Like some 

of the others, I like to stay outside on deck until a fter it's bedtime. 

The fresh salt air helps to ind~ce sleep, but more than that there 

is something very peaceful ab 01.1:t it. ·ve 're in and surrounded by war, 

but on deck under the stars there see~s to be a little area reserved 

for God's ~romised peace. The peaceful future of the world seems like 

a long way off, but that is our a os i gned tas k - to crea te and insure 

that justice and peace. I t ·ori ngs to mi nd a gain t he thoughts behind 

our required movie of: 111?hy "le Fi ght . 11 
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It's interest i ng guiding our sh i p in a make -believe fashion, by the 

constellation of the stars. But t he zigzag course that we follow, 

makes navigating a little difficult, or confusing. Of course/ the stars 

keep their aame position and it's just a litt:e trick we use to 

confuse the enemy. And the enemy is out there somewhere. The fl~res

cent spray created by our neighbor the battleship, and other warships, 

bring us back to the reality that all is not peaceful out there. 

We have passed the ~oint of no return, if there ever was suoh a place. 

Anyway.we are over halfway across, and our ship's radio pick up the 

British radio broadcasts from Landon. It's complete with usual British 

accent, and the sound of Big Ben on the hour. We're closer to Europe 

now, and also closer to another German hunting ground. What a plaoe 

for our ship to develop en gine trouble. Our crew has been working 

frantically to restore them,, ever s ince they stopped running earlier 

in the evening. 

At dawn the crew picks up the sound of a submar ine on the sonar. we 
have reoei ved orders to wear our lifejackets-e.s-if that would do any 

good in these icy waters. One of our warsh ips that had remained behind 

for a while also leaves, and we are alone like a sitting duck. Of 

course we realize tha t it would be better to lose one ship of 500 men, 

than to lose the whole convoy. 

By afternoon,af ter much work and prayer, the engines are a gain work

ing. By evening.wit h fuli 8peed a head,we are beginning to oatch up 

with our convoy. 

On our cours e we now approach within 2UO mi l es of the German occupied 

Frenoh coast. At this point we head f or the North Sea and around the 
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British Isles. Allied pat rol planes can be seen on occasions, and 

our ship's anti-aircraft crews stand by their guns. We're now in an 

active war zone. 

we proceed east through a small channel of the North Sea , and then 

turn south to go between the Brit i sh Isles to the port city of Liver

pool. We drop anc hor and wait out side of the harbour overnight. There 

must be some other ships ahead of us or we are just waiting for the 

high tide of morning. 

In the morning we make our way to port . "I s this w~ere we get off, Carl?" 

I ask. 

"No," fie answers. "I beli eve that they are just unloading s ome liquid 

eupplies, and since it'.; going in•to e. tank. mar k.ed ' Hi Test Petrol,' 

' you can bet that is what our cargo was. The grapevine has it that our 

destination is Belfast, Ireland . The location sounds logical, but you 

know how rumors go, George. " 

"I'm glad we didn't know before that we we-re car rying aviation gas• " 

I oomment."We would have made a real prize for that submarine we en

countered. " 

All of the troops are on deck observing all of the activity that's tak

ing place. There 1 s a 3ritish band on the dock playing some favorite 

tunes as a welcome, and it' s r eque;;;t time. ''.b.re there any requests ?" 

"Beer Barrel :Polka, " ~omes the unW!l.imous response . The band s eems a 

little set back by the request, but they play it. They must have been 

e~~ting a request f or a more patriotic number or something . 

We again hea.d out of t l:e ? ort of Liverpool . While still within sight 
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of land, communications are carried on by the use of coded -light 

signal's flashed between the ship and shore. 

The grapevine rumor proves to be right as we head for the Port of 

Belfast and into its harbour that's pot-mark~d with light bombings, 

and the telltale signs of machine gun fire, It's the first place where 

we've seen some physical damage of the war. We wait awhile in the har

bour, as seemsto be the cuatom, and then we're escorted along a narrow 

channel to our dock for unloa~ing . There's a lot of act i vity taking 

~lace at the docks and the other warehouses in the vicinity. Of course 

once the strategic supplies are unloaded , they're• immediately dispersed 

to the various new camp stag ing areas. The importence of this port to 

the Nazis as a target, i s realized by the fact that they risked such 

long flights over England to strike here. They've done it once, so it's 

a sure bet they'll try to do it again as the supplies build up - that 

is if they're given such a chance. 

But our airforce is building up , and we've already taken a heavy toll 

of German planes. Another strong deterrent is the strong anti aircraft 

units located in front of the camouflaged v1arehouses, or other build

ings and installations. Ireland i s in a wax area and the civilians are 

mobilized to save their land. There are the air~aid wardens, nurses, 

and various other workers that help to keep the machine running. The 

housewives find themselves also wrapped up in the busy activities. and 

this is a good way to escape, for a f ew moments anyway, the many 

tragedies or realities that are taking place. 

Our ship is but one of a very large convoy that 's now unloading its 

precious cargo at various ports and docks throughout this vast theater 

of operations. There've been other convoys before us, and there'll be 

m0re to follow. And after unloading 
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cur preciously needed supply of gasoline, we somehow feel just 

a little inferior. 

''Well, we made 1 t anyway, George. 11 one of my many buddies comments 

as if he was reading my mind. '~here were seve~al times that I was 

beginniyg to have my doubts • • We made a good target for that German 

submarine, for awhile. I'm sure going to appreciate being on soil 

a~ain. I guess that I wasn't cut out t o be a sailor. 11 

"r believe that you are expressing the thoughts of all of us," I 

reply. "Yes, there wer:e times t hat I wal:i g lad that I had t hat small 

Bible in my duffle bag. But I guess, John. that we made it safely, 

and we can thin~ of this as a f ree escorted tour of ~ rope. So in 

one way or the othe~ we can be thankful. We made it this far safely, 

they can keep the r est of the tour. No one will want to go over the 

hill from this location anyway . There :ts water on one side of us, 

and the enemy is on the other side." 

"No, George, there is onl? one direction we're headed. You had 

better get that Bible out of your bag , because it won't do you 

muoh good in there. And, ;you know, where we' re going.I think. we're 

going to need that kind of protection - lots of it." 

I didn't comment any further about the merits of the Bible being 

more beneficial outsi de of my duffle bag. I believe that it was 

more practical during these times. to be aware of j us t what the 

Book contains, and know the One r esponsible for our s a fety, And I'm 

Sure I'm not the only one who is giving a pr eyer of thanks at this 

I' 
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time. Qur future rests in His hands . 
Belfast, Ireland-
There isn't aey pac ~ing to do - just tie the cord on.-our ·duffle _b&gs. 

And then by sections we make our way to the g~ngplank which leads 

down tQ good old terra firma. Except for the awareness of the fact 

that we're at war, which i s a dead s erious game of hunting and being 

hunted, it could have been a real nice s ea voyage . we had fe1t the 

salt spray on our faces, and there was plenty of · rest and food - who 

could have asked for anything more? And there was the smell and 

taste of the freshly baked b r oad - some fellows d\d get into trouble 

fer steali ng some of it from the bakery while it was cooling. 

All ef us weuld rat her h!rJe been home for the holidays instead of on 

the high seas. For most of us, it was our first time away from home 

far this celebration. 

But we are on land again after going down t he gangplank.. we notice 

the Europ ean rail cars, and the tracks that connect to the unload

ing areas. To us t hey seem quite quai nt - but they have their jQb 

to do, whioh is a big one. On the n earb~ buildings we can see warn

ing posters reminding everyone that the enemy is always listening. 

"l'roops will form b~ assigned Companies and answer to rell call." 

These are the instructi ons coming to us through the 

publio address system. Of course, such a roll call is stand&·d pro

cedure, but we all wonder 1£ it's rea lly neces~ary at this time. 

Maybe someone did jum~ overboard, or is hid ing out in the hold. Oh 

well, the affair won ' t take too long, and we're in no big rush to 

get to where we're goi ng. 
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Military Police , an d the local Irish Police hav e cleared and block.ed 

o~f the area for our a r rival. With th e rolloall out o~ t he Wai, we 

m&Jt e our way to an a1·ea by the railya rd , where our train is being 

made ready fer a sightseeing trip to the country. The destinat ion 

will be our temporary new camp and a ssembly area. Just where this new 

looat i Gn is, most of us do n ' t tnow. Only our Commanding Officer, {CO), 

or the engineer - I hope - know for sure. Of course t here a r e alwS1B 

some fellows tha t have ' grapevine' information of all th ese s ecrets -

and sometimes it ' s correct. 3omeone in the a dvsnce team haa sent an 
• 

uncensored lett er ba.c lc t o the rest of the outfit - perhaps. 

Soldiers can smell coffee and s ee girls frem quite a distance. And 

this explains the conc entration of Gis to one Bi de ef the depet. It 

is the American Red Cr oss Canteen . Is it the coffee, doughnuts, or the 

girls that makes the attraction? We f e t p lenty of coffee all of the 

time, so maybe it 's either th e do ughnuts or the girls. The girls are 

pretty, and the ref reshmen ts do taste mighty good . It's a real welcome 

gesture and appreciated even after just twel ve days on ship - just 

loo·k.ing at the waves . 

The Irish girls, or colleens , seem mighty nice too . They don ' t have quite 

as much mak.eup to wear, and nylons are not e.a sy to come by either. 

Nylons would be out of place a l ittle also, a~ most of these girls 

are wor~ing in the facto r ies . o r in the fields . They are al l friend

ly and their smile is genuine. And ~o is th eir qui ck l i ttle temper, 

a s some of -t he guys will soon learn. 

!l 

.. 
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Wine, ··women, and song are t he te pi es men and soldiers talk. and dream 

about in their spare time. It's a cover-up for the darker side of 

war -.the shelling , death, and suffering. 

Our brief diversion at the canteen is short-lived, a s the erdere 

come te board the trs in. There is more room on these little oars 

than would appear from t h~ outside. Some of our equipment has gone 

an special baggage cars, but we have our own personal gear, ae it' s 

still crowded. 

MY first impression of Ireland is, as most cf t he fellows oomment: 

"Everything sure looks f resh and green . n And to make the land loek 

this way, it takes a lot of rain. It's a warm rain like we're having 

teday that is of the most value. This does seem li~e a paradise 
' compared to the cold and s n ow we had left in the United states where 

it was winter. 

The train speeds southwest from Bel f ast where we had just disembar~ed. 

Paet rolling hills, small farmland, and little villages we travel -

the country all s eems to tie in together. 

"That's the first time I 've seen hous es with thatched roofs," Rey 

o&nfesses to me. "They loolr like they came out of e. postoe:rd." 

"I've just seen postcard pictures of them before also, " I answer. 

"Some of these also have tile r oofs, and t he y look pretty mixed in 

with the others. 

"We've ;been going over an hour now. we can't go muc h far ther south 

er we' 11 be in F ree Ireland, or i f we t r av el t o fa.r west we' 11 alee 

have the ocean, which i s l i kewise 'of f limits• " 
• 
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As if in answer tom~ thoughts, the train does slow down and then 

stop at the next village. "Lurgan," is the sign over the depot. 

From what we can see it seems like a nice little town. Little, but 

alee big enough to be inter eating. Transportation trucks from our 

unit are waiti~g for us by the aide of the tracks. Our advanced 

team has been working and everything is reedy for us. 

It'saa,hort ride to the othsr side of Lurgan and our camp area. The 

oamp is set apart from the other buildings, and residential area. 

It ocns ists of a cluster of quonset type structu,rea in a fenced in, 

bleok square compound. It resembles a military unit in every way. 

our Radio Company has two buildings for sleeping. There's ala• a 

building for the Dispensary as well as Headquarters. There are 

quarters for the Officers, and a buildj_ng for showers. Other uni ts 

of the Corps are located in other parts of the town, and in other 

nearby communitie~. 

And just which bed do we elaim, and in what building? Well, that's 

all been taken ca1·e of by a noncom in charge of the building, and 

squad. Oh yes, we finally find the mess-hall where we eat - that 

should have been our first priority. 

we are back to the routine of camp life agai~ and it's a life that 

we're more compatible with, if there's any such state of existence. 

Life aboard ship had its good points, but if we had wanted to have 

joined the Navy, then that would have been our choice. Even with all 

of the other dangers t hat we would be facing, we feel more secure 

having two feet on land. 

"There's to be an informal a~s embly at about one hour before dinner " 
' 
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our s~rgeant informs us as we are unpacking some of our gear. "You 

are free until then, but don't leave the area." 

The affair is low- keyed to fit the occasion~ more of a weloome by 

our Captain, whom we have not seen much of since our departure frem 

the states. The other officers are also present, including the two 

Lieutenants from-;ou.r Radio gang. we seem to have a pretty nioe bunch 

of officers with us, trying to be just a part of the Company, rather 

than King of it. We had heard that this is the way that it would be 

for units going overseas . Our lives depend upon 9ne another as we 

werk olose together i n a game of survival. Of course some affioere 

just out of school wi ll have to learn the hard way . Officers in war 

are like Kings i n a game of ch eok.ers; their elimination is always 

figured to be of high value by the opposition. 

"We are here for an indef inite period of tirue, and moat of our 

equipment will remain pac~ed. You'll have your regular tours of 

guard dut~, and ;a>. The rosters will be posted on t he bulletin 

beard, " he begins • 

"This is the European Theater of Operation and you've been instructed 

ae to just what is expected of you in the way of conduct. Remember 

that this is Ireland - this is their land. Southern Ireland is a 

neutral country and there's always the danger of infiltration. The 

signs around here all say: 'The £nemy Is Listenin g. ' S o watoh out 

what you say and who you talk with. Don ' t try to tak.e a trip to 

Southern Ireland i n Ci vilian cl othes either. 

''You are permitted to have a pas~ tonight, t hat is, if you 're not on 

guard duty . For your protection go in pai r s . with the ' buddy sys tem.• 



• 
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ff_Ilhere will be a physical check. up tomorrow. Be sure and look at 

the bulletin board for the details and exact time. And as I also said, 

the duty roster wi 11 also be posted. 

"You're dismissed, except some of you might want to atiok around for 

mailcall." Captain Annstrong concludes his welcome. 

There's quite a lot of mail given out ~nd I'm one of the luoky ones 

to get a letter. It's as refreshing as a summer breeze - mail from 

Mom and home. She didn't know just where I was ff but she had received 

the pastoards from New York City. This is v-mail, and it's censored, 

but the feelings and thoughts of a cl osely related family can't be 

censored in the fie ld of communications. Every word has a meaning of 

its own without being coded. 

Of oourse_ she painted a rosier pictu1·e than might be ta.king place, 

but that was to be expected. She wa;:, feeling good, and she was get

ting the allotment chects on time. There is news about my brother, 

who's in the Navy, and my other brother.with his family who are on 

the home front. I knew t hat I'd receive letters from them real soon. 

Until our unit i s on the move agai n, I'll have plenty of time to 

write to all of them. 

Hidden between the l ines in her letter, is t he news that there's a 

;op s ecret project going on ,not far from our town. Ju~t what's the 

nature of this pr oject she didn't know , or let me know if she did. r 
didn't care to find out either, a ~ the knowledge of such info rmation 

can be very dan~erous . It's no secret thet everyone on. the h;me-



Vl78- George L, Sanford 

front in the United States was wo:rli"ing with everything :possible 

on our behalf. 

we have a brief physical the next day. I'm running out of eyedrapa, 

and I question the doctor about a renewal of the prescription. 

"There's no record of any prescript ion in your file. I wouldn't 

know what to prescribe for your eyes either, but if they should get 

worse, let me know and we'll see i f we can work out something," is 

his reply. 

And whatever the cause, I hope that my eyes wili get better. But for 

any better remedy , I know that I'll just have to wait. I'd heard 

that advice before. Right now there's a job to do, and more at stake 

than just a pair of sore eyes - many lives are at stake! 

It's SO:rt of a nice life around camp. There's plenty to eat, periods 

of exercise, and of course guard duty. Sometimes I'm as s igned to 

answer the phone at liee,dquarters. To k.eep bu.sy and in practice, I 

listen to a couple of radios that we've ?et up with a DC power supply. 

The regular power supply runs a different voltage than we need. I oan 

hear the news of the war and other even ts. There's code that I oan 

oopy on CW - some of t h is does come f rom Germany. 

But such a life could end does get a little boring. So, like man~ of 

the others, I find myself making more frequent trip~ into go od old 

Lurgan. Even ··before t h i s t i me . some oi' the fellows had steady girl friend.a 

and, knew the best places to f-et \1liskey. Of course it's no secret 

where the pubs are to get beer, or ale as it's called - l ight or dark. 

It's always a challen.ge to go to town at night with the wartime black-
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out. It never seems to be any trouble t o find someone to go to 

town with, in fact, it a eem5like we're alw~ s going in groups of 

three or four. It isn't over six blocks to town, but with black-

outs and no moon, the distance appears to be·longer and more treach

erous. At least - it was that way until we found where everything, 

including the chuckholes were located. We know t hat there're a lot 

of people in town but we can't dee sn~one, and then we bump into 

someone, Slld someone has put _a lamp poet in the way. Moat of our 

navigation is done with the aid of our nose and ears. ~e oan smell the 

odors from the brew in the Pub as it's mixed with cigarette smoke and 

drifts out the double curtains of t he doorwa~. 

we enter some of these dhops even though we don't buy an3thing or order 

any drinks. There're people in here, in this blackout world, we can 

see their faces th rough the ci garette haze and orange glow of the dimly 

lit room. It's sort of an eerie, but yet happy, sight and everything 

tates on a bouncing shadow effect. There is the deafening hum of 

oonversations of people trying to out talk one another. In the far 

corner there is the sound of singing to the tunes of an old piano. 

These are the sounds that we hear from the outside that help to 

guide our way. From another doorway comes the pleasant aroma of an 

u.nmiataltable item - fish and ohips. The1· e ere a couple of these shops 

in town and they' re b:> th quite busy - from the sounds of the cash 

registers, and the orders being taken. 

"Are you hungry, George?" John asks me as I pause near t he door way. 

'We had a big supper - but that wa.s quite a wh ile ago, 11 I reply. "But 

why not get a couple of orders? kri.ywey
1 

we've to get used to spend-
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tng some of this British money - shillings, pence, or whatever. " 

"I don't think that' 11 tak.e very long to figure out," he reasons. "The 

shop-owners will also be willing to help out. This' ll be a good plaoe 

to go when our oamµ chow isn 't up to par. " 

The snack is good and the cost isn 't very hard to figure out. All we 

baye to wor ry about is to be sure and have enough of the folding green 

stuff. At John ' s sugRestion, our next stop is to try and find a drug 

store, or whatever they call these places on this aide of the ooean. The 
• smell of some medicine indicates just such a place. There ia also the 

mingling ordor of perfume. 

It's another dimly lit store, and quite small. There're drugs, paper~ 

magazines, and a couple of old fashioned candy jars containing a small 

sm·ount of horehound and PEffermint candy • .And yes, he has some postoards 

and ot her souvenirs located in th e other corner of the store. John buys 

a oouple of cards and a souveni r to send home to his girl f riend. The 

s election isn't too great, but I select ap.d pa~ for a small book of 

cards called : 115 View Letter Card of Glimpoes of .Beautiful Ireland ." 

It seems to contain the typical Irish scenery . The descriptive titles 

are: Mist on an Irish ~~onntain, A Farm in th e Irish Mountains, ~.nd An 

Irish Mountain Road, By Killarney's Lakes . Typical of a verse of poet ry 

on each i s one :faun~ on the later. "Oh Irish mounta ins wild and f r ee , 

with your wh ite homesteads peeping . Like mu~hrooms from an Autumn Lea , 

my hear t i s in your keeping . " It'~ quaint and pretty. Now to figur e 

some way t o ~et it home for a Valentine's Day present . 
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The mail will go through, of that we're sure. It is a must for the 

morale of the soldiers. The home folks could know where we are, as 

long as the other military information is left out - and most of us 

comply with that rule. 

It's getting late as we make our way back down the dark.en-ad streets 

toward camp. There're many more dar kened shops that are only open 1 '. in 

the daytime, and only f i ve days a week. In some of these darkened 

entrances a GI could be havi ng a romantic interlude with a newly-found 

girl friend - saying goodnight or whatever. \'There• there' re girls, there 

are soldiers. Some of t he romances will blossom, some will just be for 

the night. And the Irish girls seem to get prettier every day. Most 

of the affairs are like part of the poem: "A fond kiss and then we 

sever; a farewell an d then forever," 

We pass a cinema, or movie house/ on the way bac k to camp. "Looks like 

we'll have to investigate this place a little more in the days ahead," 

John quips. 

In the days ahead we're reRular cus t omers to t h e theater, q~eing up 

with the rest - Gi s and civilians. Everytirne that there's a new picture, 

then we'll be there. There's a short serial that gets our attention 

eTery week also. It's a good pastime. On occasions a group of Irish 

lads Will be singing by some street corner. They're good singers, and 

not a11 of them have g on e to war. A s a g en era.l rule. we keep our 

distance from civilians - t hi8 i s t heir country. 

We get to see what's in t own in the d~light also. There are quite 

a few stores for such a .mall town. There's a jewelry s tore 

I 

.. J 
'· Ti 
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with watch repairing, a grocery st ore, a butcher s hop, a barber shop, 

and a ·qte-partment store - a 1.voolworth Limi ted. We take them all in. 

The jewelry store has different makes of watches - old and new. And they 

have some pins, rings, necklaces that make go?d gifts to send baak 

home. It's a small shop, but they mak e a living, especially after 

the troops get paid. 

The butcher ahop is a typical one from the dass before refrigeration. 

There• s sawdust on the :floor, .and the meat - birds or whatever, is hang

ing by hooks. There's some in a ~lass case. And the flies are doing 

• a good job of sam.~ling all of the wares . It makes our kitchen back 

at oamp really look invi ting. 

The department store has just about everything in it for this type 

of store. That is it did have it in stock before the war. Typioal are 

the empty candy jars i n t hat de partment. Some things are not to be had, 

and other things are rationed . 'Ne were is::;ued a ration card that we 

could use for some purposes. Before r leave the store, I purohase a 

linen table cloth with a fancy bit of gre~n embroidery work in the 

form of shamrocks around the outside. It' s a memento from Ireland -

Bh81D'rooks and linens. I hope that it wa~ made here a nyway, but it's 

real :pretty. 

We have to take time off once in awhile for guard duty and the other 

work around camp. Guard duty isn't too bed of a job, as it's quite 

we.rm. More than anything is the fear of rain showers. To help pass 

the time while on duty, I can watch the fast moving rain clouds speed 

aoross the sky, playing hide -and-go-seek with the moan as they travel. 

: , ,. ,, 
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The CO one day decides that we need more exercise than just walking 

uptown to the Pub or some~lace. So it's exercise every morning from 

then on out. One morning a fellow from our radio squad complains that 

we don't get any exeroi se that will help our _work:. "Just what 11:ind of 

exercise do you.have in mind?" The Se rgeant asks him. 

Jokingly, the soldiers replies, "'How about a finger exercise?" 

Well, the Sergeant takes him up on that request, and we are doing that 

exercise for ~1ite a few days. It looks easy, but it's really tiring. 

There were no more requests. 

I'm assigned the job for awhile, of giving inst ruotions for the dis

mantling and the a ssembling of the machine gun. I had work:ed with one 

before. but I wasn't an expert qualified for instructing. We're 

supposed to be able to take'the machine apart and put it together 

blind.folded. "What am I going to do if they ask me a question that 

I don't know the answer? I ask the Lieutenant. 

"Well
1
Sergeant, 11 he replies. "Here'B your. instruction book with the 

lessons. If you get to a point where the questions are asked beyond 

the lesson, just sai. that is all the lesson for today, and that you 

will tak.e it up next time." 

I ~ollow his instructions and get by. Of course, the course didn't 

last too long for which I'm grateful. 

And there's another exercise that suits me, and that's the walks or 

marches out of the city to see some of the pretty Irish country-side, 

r 
J 
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or see the mist on an Iris h morn i ng, as in t he poem by Eva Brennan. 

"White mist h~g over the Iri~h hills l ike a. bridal veil adorning, 

their dear brown heads as they proudly rise to meet the caress of 

morning." 

They are n i oe walks, and we'll get to see more of the real country 

this way than f rom the train or from our truck.a. "Good morning. It's 

a beautiful day isn I t i t ?" One of the women greets us as we pass 

her small house. 

"Good morning, " we reply. "It's pretty, but it I s sort of wet." She 

watches us as we pass by, and then goes back to the scrubbing of her 

poroh. They like to keep things clean, and the rain helps her in 

that effort. 

The road curves around and over the rol ling hills. Dodging a cottage 

or a group of trees t he r oad go es on . The houses are lik.e those in 

the postcards - s mall, scattered, and with a thatched or tile r oof. 

This is a much better way to exercise. 

Baek in town we find ou~ there a~e· places to eat,other than the 

fish and chip hous es. A co uple of t he fellows invite me to go with 

them one day, to wher e they had been eating. This is a small ~Blllily

ran oafe, with a couple of nice looking Irish gi rls in charge of the 

cooking and serving. Trust the sol dier s to find suuh a plaoe. There 

isn't much meat to be had , but there are chickens. And where there 

are chickens , then there are eggs. So we have some scrambled eggs . 

We finish eat i ng, and as we are leaving,one of them remarks, "You soldiers 
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sure eat a l ot of eggs . That must be where you get all of your pep." 

There's no more conversat ion, but a sli?ht wink and smile carries 

more meaning than any words. 

It's the last day of January ~and I celebrate my birthday with routine 

Army life . I read a lett er and birthday g1·eet i ng f rom Mom, whioh ia 

moat welc ome - as all of her letters are. Then with some of the gang 

I take in a movie to top otf the day. 

Just as a group had prepared our quuT~ers for ~ur arrival in Ireland; 

near the first of February, we' re assigned to mak e r eady for a new 

group that wi ll soon be arriving from t he States. Our project is to 

clean up an old castle on a jet t3 just s:>uth of Belfast and a little 

east. We go there by trucK with some supplies, and stay several days, 

sweeping and cleaning up. We set up some beds , and on the last day 

we make some fires in the mors than fourte en fireplaces. There's one 

fireplaoe for n early every l arge room. 

. 
In between chores, I somet imes take a break and go down by the shore 

and watch eome of the ships come into the harbor. I watch their blink

ing l ights, and copy some ot":"tbeir messages. But to me , the oode doesn ' t 

make any sense, since they 're using nautical terms . It doesn't really 

matter anyway, as it's just something to do. This ia a wor~ project, 

but in some way s it ' s fun, and it' s a change from bein~ back at Camp. 

Maybe that's nartly the idea behind it. 

But back at camp , other event ti a re starting to take place f or our good. 
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We're now allowed passes to go to Belfast by train, and in the second 

week of February there's a musical show to be there. Just from the 

states, it• s the Irving Berlin show: "This rs the Army. " Irving Berlin 

will be there in person. 

"He's the composer who wrote 'White Christmas •~ John informs me - as 

if I didn't know. But irs just my luck to be on gu.ard duty that night. 

I'll see if I can mate a switch with someone - I'd sure like to go. 

How ab out you, are you going?." 

"This 1s the first time that I've heard about the,show, but I've heard 

about him before. I'll try and go to see it. There'll probably be a 

mob there, but if it's full, I can always look around Belfast for 

a while. It'll also be a go od train ride anda::.ohanoe to get away from 

oamp a little, and kee-p from getting stir crazy," I answer. 

John couldn't get off on the night of the show, but there are some 

other fellows that I know who are going. The train is packed with 

troops. For some it's their first visit to Bel fast , while others have 

been making regular visits. I 'd been tber·e at the time we cleaned up 

the castle, but that didn't make me a native guide by any means -,I'm 

still just a stranger, or a tourist . 

Very shortly after our train reaches the depot in Belfast, our troops 

have dispersed into the Friday night crowd and there's not one to be 

seen. I k.now that the theater isn't too far from the dep ot , and r 

make my way there on foot power. There's still no sign of any of the 

troops from our unit. ·r hey must have had other plans for entertainment. 
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I' d heard some of them say that they wanted t o find out just where 

they m8k.e t he Irish whiskey. 

But it's getting near show time so I'd better hurry . And the theater 

is just ahead. There are ·_ ~ 1. several people still going in, but 

there's no mob scene. Then I s ee the red si gn on the tioket window 
•• that sends my hopes to the bottom. Sorry, fu.11 house. " 

Well t hat i s what I believe, end I pro cead to look at some of the bill-
' 

boards that a dvertise the show. I mi ght as well look at some of the 

things that I might have seen. 

I have just looked at the l ast ad and I ' m preparing to leave and loo~ 

a little around Belfast when I feel a t ap on my shoulder. "Would you 

like to see the show, soldier? " It's a young officer, probably one 

who is with the s how, who as~s the question. 

"I sure would, and that's why I came here, but th ey' re full. " I reply. 

"Come with me," he di r ects. "I think I can f ind you a seat."And he leads 

me to an empty s eat hal fway down a crowded theater and on the left Side. 

"Her·e 's one just for you. " 

"Thank you, sir. This is g r eat ! " I a.ck.nowledge . 

The ourtain s oon rises on the musical : "This 1s the Army. " rt' s an a11-

male cast of entertainers fresh from the States. The audience enjoys 

it - the muaio, the Singing, and the noted composer that i s a part of it. 

Thinking about the show . I ' m nearly lulled t o sleep by the oliokity -
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olaok of the wheels on the rails , as the train rolls baok to our 0811lp 

at Lurgan. Mixed with my thoughts of the show, are the oonveraations 

of the gang telling of their adventures in the oity. And there's also 

the occasional tinkling noise of a glass bo~tle. There are still the 

signs or posters reminding us that the enemy is listening - so I guess 

he is also watching Blld wondeT.ing. The train will continue on to free 

Ireland and Dublin. We get off at Lurgan. 

Events like the show are the ·ones that I l ike to write home ahout • 

.And these events on our schedule also mak.es our }ime go quickly - too 

quickly. Things are beg inning to change and shape up. We know which 

wa7 we'll be heading and know that it'll be soon. Although we've not 

h&d any air raids where we are, we alw~s face that possibility. The 

destruction of war 1s not too far away. 

In March there's a noti oe that a distinguished General will be making 

an address to the troops i n a nearby town . We'll be having a part in it, 

and anybody that wants to come i s welcome. There'll be transportation. 

His reputation has proceeded him. There are two items by which he's 

remembered; the incident where he slapped the soldier in the hospital 

is one, and his use of cuss words as a standard vocabulary is the other. 

John was going to see, along wi.th some others, but I decline the invit

ation to go with them. I know that I'll get a report from John later 

when he returns. 

"Well, and just how did the peu talk go?" I ask him when he returns. 

"George," he answers, 11we're all used to cussing in the Arrey, not that 
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we all do it. It's either just a bad hab i t . or our lack of ~nowledge 

of words from the English l anguage. But that fe l low embarrassed the 

worst of us. There were a lot of red faces . Another bad part about it 

was that there were a lot of women snd child~en in the audience. 

"Re told the soldiers that we wouldn't have time to dig any fox holes -

any that were with him,enyway . TT e would just keep going through France, 

and Germany. k i lling the German men and ma~ing love to their women. 

o:t course, he used other words . that were a little more sickening." 

"Thank you for your rep ort, John . All I can say ts that if the enemy 

was listening, I hope it scared some of t hem." 
S ecret Assignment-

ST. Patrick's Day i.:, one that is not ed for unrest or disturbanoes in 

Ireland. We increas e our guard and t eke pre cau tion against sabotage, 

and there are no inci dents reported . 

But following this hol iday,we've orders t hat will make waves of our 

own. The orders are on the bullet in board, and our CO has instructed 

at assemblies. '~ave your gear packed a.n.Q clean, we'll be leaving 

L~rg~n and going on ·a period of maneuvers . You 'll r eceive your instruct

ions from the officer in charge of eac:h team." 

It'll mean 1 goodbye to Lurgan ' and our theater, but in a way it's most 

welcome news, for we are wanting and needing s ome new activi~y. Some 

of our radio team will be going north with other troops. There's talk 

that another team will be in Scotland. 

The grouri ·t o which I'm e.:.rn i gned, heads 'south about ten miles to occu py 

a large estate and a few ouildi ngs. 'l'he m& in building . where our 
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-eadquarters is located, is the c&st l e . Our coding rooms, our receivers, 
·• 

and the remote control units fo r our transmitters are also looated here. 

rt seems like a castle to us anyway - it's made of atone. We have 

our equipment set up in the basement, with cables running in from 

the outside. East of the castle is a small lake in a park like set

ting. Along the shore there has been installed two poles for a be811l 

antenna. They have it laid out with a map and compass. Our Radio 

Officer is bus~ cutting the length of antenna to get the proper 

matoh for the wavelength being used . We help him string in the cable 

through an upst;a.irs window, and then down to our •oontrol units in 

the be.semen-y. 

As we work with him we do ou,r job , but it's more on an informal basis 

than we used in the States. The oloser we get to this war front, the 

more this is noted. The ' sirs' are not used as much , but there are 

the exceptions, as .we've seen before. 'i;e get along good working to

gether. A few tj_mes we go the Battal lon Eeadquarters to get some new 

equipment to complete the installation. We s eem to have a high prior

ity to get anyt hing that we need. 

There is one little puzzle to me as to just why our antenna is beam

ed toward Southern England while our r ad io contact is to the north. 

Southern England also means toward France, as well as Germany. 

But the policy is not to a s k questions,but just do our work. 

Our living quarters are l ocated to t he north of the castle in the 

form of some quonset ht1ts again. We're now u~ed to living in these. 
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our mobile rad i o un i ts - 299s , s.nd. 399s , a re located west of our 
.. 

quonset huts in a smal l f i e l d. A go'Ner gen erator i s connected to 

each unit. The mobile radio units are worked from remote control 

from the castle. There's alw~s a men on du~~ in the units to ohange 

the coils for the required frequencies, and he receives his instruct

ion through a fi eld telephone located inside the unit. Each mobile 

unit has its own whi:p antenna eycltern. We al so have telephones in 

our sleeping quarters, connected to a main switchboard. Our mobile 

units are now at work with troops on maneuvers in northern Irelsnd. 

For awhile the operations is routine contact and setup . Several of 

us Who are a part of the over-strength, have no permanent duties in 

this part of the work. 

Located in the basement of the castle besides the receivers, are a 

couple of high power eci transmitters . A lead ir1 from one of them ia 

connected to our beam antenna besides the lake east of the castle. 

This setup is not yet complete, although almost ready for some sort 

of operations . 

~bout two days later, there are some new officers seen around the 

castle. About seven of . us so called extras are given private orders 

to 3report to a large room located Qpstairs in the castle. There are 

special guards posted a.t eac-h ·doorway entrance - they are men that we 

had not seen before. The arrangement is taking on a clandestine atmos

phere as ii' there •1S some counter intelligence involvement. Later 

as the events unravel, we find this to be tIUe. 

"Your back.grounds have been checked by the F .B. I • • " the officer 

in charge informs us. The operation that you are about to take part 

in, is listed as top secret. The penalty for revealing such secrets 
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to anyone during t he war, carr ies the death penalty, as you should 

be awa1·e." The officer finishes his warnings ab out the penalties 

involved for us revealing the knowledge or importance of our work. 

Many lives and the success of the not too distant invasion oould lie 

in the balance . Some information ooncerning this operation might 

leak out . But i f it d id, oc pQrpos e or not, it was not to oome from 

ua. 

He then continues to outline the operation. "You se:'len men in this 

room, and your radio officer, ar e the onl y ones on this base that will 

know of this operation . The othe r radi o men on this base do not, and 

will not know of your exact assignment. But they will be in oontaot 

with uni ts on maneuvers in Nort hern Ireland. '.Ve' 11 relay some of these 

ooded messages, al ong with some other messages, t o another station 

like yours in Sdinburgh, Scotland . The units on maneuvers will change 

their locations at a predetermined t ime and direction. And we'll in

crease the tempo and priority of our mestiages to Scotland, along 

with these changes . 

"You•~e seen the direction of our beam antennae. They are beamed 

toward the French coast, so it' obvious that the Germans will be 

intercepting these medsages as well as our stat i on in Sm tland. we 

al.so have one of our own intercept station i n England that will mon

itor this traffic. 

"That's your assignment, and you'll star- t to work immediately. Sergeant 

Sanford will be the noncom i n charge of this crew." 

That was news for me as well as the r est of the fellows. We are '!)laying 

for real, and not just practice. As this is a diversion type of opera

tion, it means that we know the possible areas of the invasion. 
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The enemy would 11.ke to have th i s i nformat i on , so there's a very 
.. 

strong risk involved. It means the safety of our own necke,ae well 

many, many more,dep end upon our actions. 

The guards open the doors, the. officers leave, aDd we go our wa3 . It's 

a big as s irnment for me as well as the crew, s.nd carr ies a heavy re

s ponsibility. 3ince we ' r e not i n a bombing area , I fee l that I can 

fulfill the task that lies a head - a t l ea s t I'll try. 

We start right in with our contact and identifica~ i on with our sister 

st ation . The traffic stru: ts in rather slow , but as planned, the tempo 

varies. By having top pri ority 6Ild plent y of power, there isn't muoh 

trouble in getting the messages through. Of co urse the distance to 

Soo tland isn't too great . But there i s some ~HM, or man made interfer

ence , from even our own nets,- like the Airforce, or Nav~. 

Du.ty is twenty- four hours a day. an d seven days a week. There are relief 

ope rat ors du ring meals. \'le ' ve just enough operators to do the job, as 

long as everything goes snoothl ;y. They 're all p:o od operators, and they 

have been picked for that reason. The situat ion of working close with 

the other radio teams. brings a.bout so me feelings that resembles j eal

ousy on their part . Thei r· j ob is, in its way , as important as ours. 

but they don't know th e setup. We've a small crew, and have been working 

around the clock. They've pl enty of operator s, and so they have plenty 

of time f or extra rest . r hey do oen~e that we're handling actual war 

messages, and that theirs are a r egular practice type f rom maneuvers. 

., 
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I'm in·our hut one ev ening, re s ting after supper, when one of the men 

calla me to the phone to receive a call . It has been four days since 

we started operations. The call is from a Staff Sergeant in charge of 

the main radio s ection,working the teams that are on maneuvers. 

"George," he begin~. ''I' ve received ccme complaints that you are work

ing your men too hard, and too long of hours. And I don't like it either. 

We have plenty of men here. Can't you put some others on for awhile 

and give these men some more time off? 11 

His call and complai nt about throws me for awhile, but I reel back. 

He outranks me by several steps, and he's in charge of all the radio 

team of this Headquarters - that is except ours. We 're on a separate 

assignment, wi th a higher priority, and I'm in charge. While thinking 
' of these points, I also quickly remember the warning about revealing 

our work. to anyone. Is this his purpose? I s he serious and concerned 

for the mens welfare'? Or had he been dr inl.ing? These thoughts come 

to me BWiftly , and my reply to him is just about as swift. 

"Sergeant, " I answer. "I've not received a..Yly co mp lain ts from any 

of my men. We've an as;::;igned j ob to fulfi 11, and I've been g1 ven an 

assigned number of men to do that job. If you_ hav e the weight and oarry 

the authority to secure some more raen for us, let me know and I'll be 

glad to work out the hours accordingly. Meanwhile we' ll continue to 

do our best with what we have. Thank you for your concern." 
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Nothing more i s heard from him on that subject , although I see him 

often a t meal times, and around camp. They do their work and we do 

ours. Things are wor~ing a~ smoothly as can be expected. 

rt takes a l ot of practice and concentration to reoeive the dots 

and das hes of co,·.4..ir~c·· .• ) v1a;ve, ao it 's called. Like throwing a base

ball, it takes ~ood contTol of the wrist and forearm. One morning 

while off duty, I r eceive an urgel'.l.t call to report to the message 

room. The men have just decoded an urgent operational message from 

our s tat ion in Soo-tland. One of our men had beeI\ sending s rather 

long pr iority message. Every other group or letters he s ent, contained 

an error and had to be r epeated. They had interrupted his sanding 

long enough to send this coded message.asking that he be replaced. 

I would have a shif t later ,in the evening , but I fill in and complete 

his message, and a couple more . To top it off, I have to send a real 

l ong one of 1,200 wo rds or groups of code . 3y the time I 1
' finish,,. , , 

my wrist f eels like jelly also . I was than tful that most of the messages 

were not that long. The man I repl aced, rater confessed that he'd 

b•en playing baseball just before hi s sh ift . 

The airwaJ7s of radio a re no t always ~ree of noise or static . Some

times we have jamming by a German station , or there could be atmos

pheric distur bances such as light ning. Hore often it ' s caused by 

crowded band conditions where another stat ion is sendin~ clos e t o, 

or on the same f r equency . ·ue have an ai rb~se close t o our lo oat ion , 

a nd t hey have high prio1ity also . Ger;. erally their radio 
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f r equenoy is far enough awa:; fr0m ours s o that it doesn 't interfere. 

' One night,the ionosphere or somet hing is pl a ying havoc as well . I can ! 
adjust my receiver t o esca~e s ome of their clos e transmissions , but 

the receiving s tat ion i n Scotland can ' t . They, ke ep ask.ing f or repeats 

becanse of this Q?.;,1 noise level . T'Je have our fixed transmission 

frequ ency, so I can ' t change that. I have some ur gent messages to de

liver, With the priority and power t o do it. I raise my power, and 

peak the output and antenna oo i ls, and conti nue to send. It s eems as 

if the airfor ce station i s playing th e same game,as it's also getting 

louder. I'm now working fu ll power, and get tbe mbssage t hrough. 

The next day t here are some changes i n our a~signed f requency , end 

that of the i.ir :B'orce s tat ion. '2her e'-=> no co mment about t he operational 

Procedure used. 1he litt le battle of power pro bab ly did more good 

than harm. I d idn ' t like i nt e r f ering with the Ai r For ce station. If 

the stations lis t en i ng i n Fran ce had an y doubts ab out the importance. 

and power of our stat i on, they didn 't after t ha t duel of wat t s . 

The t empo and pri or i ty of our meBBage s f l uctuates at random. The looa

tio~ ~f the stat i ons on maneuvers a l so change, an d move in a _)prearrange

ed direction. To be of any vaJ.ue our broadcasts can't go on indefinite

ly. It' s two weeks a f te r we ha d started operations that we get our 

orders to QRT , or cease operations . 

Our radio off icer br iefs us on our future pl ans . •r;ie '11 be leav i ng 

from here early t omorrow , r i ght a ft er breakf a tit . Hav e your gear all 

pa cked and be r ea ay to load b y that time. I do n ' t k.now wh ere our des

tination will be - only t h a t we '11 be i;.;tar -';, i nt- out north." 

I had reoei ved two l e t t ers from home s i nce be ing a t t his temporary 
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location. They had both baen addressed to th e 92nd Signal Battalion, 

wi th the assigned post off ice number, and in care of the postmaster 

in Uew York. City . It's wonderful how th is post office can get the mail 

through. One of th e letters is from my uom , · and the other is from my 

brother and his wi fe. Since the time that they wrote these letters, 

I've been a ~~ igned a new A.r.o . of 436 , with the 97th Signal Batt alion. 

Even though I can't tell them that I 'm with another unit and have 

chan ged jobs, it should be obvious to t~em with the new post office 

number shown. I can ' t tell about the work. that we' 11 be doing, or where 
• we'll be go ing - even if ! k.new. To help us on this security, there 

hasn't even been any ' gra~evine rumors'reach us . This is all fo r our 

own interest. 

But it doesn't take much figuring, for t hose few of us that n ow possess 

t op secret info!·mation, to r ealize that we won ' t be going back t he the 

former 92nd Signal Battalion , and Captain Armstrong. The young 

Lieutenant ~ad io Officer will be 011r Commanding Officer until f urther 

notice. He i s from Army Corps. and had po~~essed high priority to ful

fill the ass ignment that wati just completed. He had borrowed men and 

equil.)ment from th e 92nd Signal Battalion to co mplete that job. Since 

that phase of the ope r a tion is finished, most of tho~e men have, or 

Will be return ing there. Their mobile radio units have already left. 

Some of their men have remained for cleani ng up. There may be another 

Signal unit located here in the future. 

Some new men have been assi~ned to our unit . But our past and present 

operations i s secret , even to them . r!e have about forty men with us . 

Some trucks with dr ivers , are at our disnosal for our trip tomorrow. 
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April seems to be bringing s ame nicer weather to Ireland. We've had 

a few showers, but that's a normal weather condition for any place at 

this time. The days are getting a little longer, and warmer - just nice. 

With that in our f avor it seems a shame to ·be leaving here, especially 

ainoe we know what directian that we'll be head ing. But if we want to 

get home, we'll have to go by this route. 

After supper I finish packtng, and find that I've time to write a 

letter home. Some of t he other fellows seem to have the same idea, but 

a few of them have disappeared to say a farawel+ to a new aquaintanoe. 

There's always something to write home a bout , and I know that the 

letters r.re always welcome.I can answer some of their que otions. Is 

there anything I need? ''How about a nice fast boat going home?" I 

would kid baok. And there's alweys the subject of the weather, the 
' flowers in the country, or the people. 

There is some news of the war and the events at home that I can comment 

about. We're getting an Army newspaper called, "The stars and Stripes." 

It's a good source of news - it even has·a couple of comics for a few 

l~ghs. And we hear the latest new ::-; on the rad io. I tr~ and keep the 

news go ing home as light as pOtiSible , because a letter just coming 

from a war zone could be depressing. But of course the other thought 

1s that not getting a l etter could be even more depressing. 

The exoitement of rno~ing doesn't bother m~ sleep, and the night 

passes quickly. We have a good break.fast , and load our gear into 
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the wai ting trucks. '.1.1e're even given a sack lunch to top off the event. 

someone has t hought of everything for us, and knew that we would be 

in :for quite a bit of tra:veling. With jeeps and truck.a, we're finally 

on our way north. 

As we ride !!long th ere are ssver- al guesses made a s to where our des-

tinat ion for the evening will be. 1,101:Jt of us are certain that we'll 

be so•mewhere in :cotland before the day is through. There is other 

talk a s we ride aJ.ong also; events that had happened at home, and what 

had happened at camp - some of their conquests. There is al s o a small 

• amount of griping,which i s a go od sign of a heal thy Army. 

"We're bypassing the city of Belfast, George," Bill comments. "It looks 

like we don't sail from here Bn':}way." 
I 

"No, 'Bill," I agree. "The GO meant it when he said we' re going north. 

We' 11 E;et to see sooe more of Ireland anyway. ¥ou know-., in some ways, 

I'm going to miss it." 

"I tried to talk. him into let ting us sta:y, "he . replies. "But with all 

of my pleading he still wouldn't listen. 11 

Some of it is crazy kind of talk, but it makes the time more pleasant. 

Of course it makes the time go faster too. We are 30 miles north of 

Belfast at a pretty little town, and our port. We're ahead of sohectule, 

so that means that we'll have to wait f or awhile. But this is better 

than being late. There's time to bring out a. deck of cards, or eat 

a sandwich or two. I think that I'll save mine for the boat ride. 

It's a calm day with a little sun so there should 
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be very little chance of getting seasick.. I think. about it for awhile, 

end then decide that it won't pay to take a chance with an empty 

stomach either. 

If we looked at the ma~ correctly the other night , the closest points , 

or ports between Irelan d and Scotland would be L&·me and Stranreaer. 

It is a distance of about 25 miles, or two or three hours of travel 

time, depending on the boat 1 s speed . It 1 s a trim looking ferry that 

n ow approaches the dock. area •. Except for the fact that it' s painted 

grey, it could have served as some type of a cruise ship. And maybe it 
• was in prewar days. It looks liKe it has the capacity to hold three to 

four hundred passengers and suppl ies. 

It doesn'c. take ver';} l ong to have the pasuenger·s disembark. It seems to 

be all business . I try at one point to count the number of pa ssenger s, 

but I give up on that idea due to the large group, and their quick 

dispersal into the crowd on the dock.. A~ soon as the ar ea is cll.ear, 

our CO checks some papers with the ship's Officer, which seems to clear 

us to be the first to board. We're usher~d to a large observation 

room, enclosed on the main deck • . Other pa~sengera, some militar~, and 

some civilians are now g iven clearance to board. Longshoremen have 

been busy unloading and loading cargo . They're well-trained and some 

very difficult task.a go as smoothly as clock.work . We're soon under w53. 

I think about some of the characteristics of these workers on this 

side of the Atlantic. The, know t heir trades and keep bus~ but they 

don't seem to rush quite as much as we do. And this seems 
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to establish a bet ter priority for life. These people have had a 

closer taste of this t h ing called war also, an d maybe that has some

thing to do with it. Their homes and towns have been bombed - the 

war has oome to them. 

1.:oving Clos er-
It's a nice day for a boat ride, and we might as well enjoy what we 

oan of it. But as we leave the harbor and swing into the North Channel 

of the Irish sea, we become aware that except that for a few deterrent 

forces, thi~ serenity wo uld be short lived. In both direotions from 

our grey painted decks, grey warships can be ~a.an plying the waters. 

we hear the dr one of a patrol plane, and looking up ,we s ee it disappear 

in some fluffy clouds. AS an unarmed vessel on open~;w.ate~a, we are u;aa_ 

again on the enemy's list of targets. We're protected by batteries of 

shore based Bnti aircraft guns for the planes; and there're nets strung 
' in the waters as well as patrol craft on the list of things in our 

favor. But there's al.ways that chance that a submarine or an aneacy 

ai roraft wi 11 get through . \"Ji th our good fortune thus far on our 

journey from home, I know that there ' s also a force f ar greater than 

mans' weapons of war, that has been protecting us. 

The salt air seems to s~ur our appetites, which gives us an excuse to 

make short work on that remaining sandwich from our sack lunch. And ther, 

is a cup of coffee furni shed in our room, that we can wash it down 

with. Some of the fellows resume their game of cards. It's a game 

that generally ends up with the stakes being money . 

Betiides j~st looking out of the window and day dreaming, I engage in 

numerous conversations. I know the names of men I've been working 

with, but there ' re many new ones that I 've yet to meet. The conver

sations are generally about their occu~ations at home , and what the~ 
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would be doing after the war - always optimistic about the outcome. 

of course we all had thoughts and expressions about what outfit we 
I 

would be with, and what we would b e doing. And t here' s always tal.k 

f:.~,o·Jt "'v.::"• 1~·irl t,a:.·l<: o.orne , or even at tne la.:3t t own. 1,·:ell, I had a 

mot.her ·oa8 o.. iior.ie: TJaybe I needed a g irl back home too, but I '•m con

tent with things the way they a.re. Anyway, I know to me, she is 

the beat. 

What are the namesof some of these new men .. ? We are always introduced, 

but unless I work with them fo r awhile, the name will so on be for

gotten. I never was very go od at rememberi ng names, and maybe that's 

because I don't try hard enough. Our conversation deal w1·th subjects 

in which we relate. In this pursuit, the time soon passes and we 

find that we've reached our little port in Scotland. 

If there's a city of any size here, we can 't see it from where we 

disembark. But it' s a large and busy doc~. There're large piles of 

lumber and other material of war. It's into one of these sections of .. l • 

do cit that we a ssemble . 1.'ie star t playing a. waiting game, while our 

Lieutenant and s taff Se:rgeant do some foot work l:)eeking information, 

or orders. J ome of us t ake advantage of th e situation and stretch 

out on some of the piles of lumber to nave a nap - a.:lways alert to 

the low flying ~eagulla. 

We wait and the minutes de em to tici( by into i1ours. '1 e t hink. that our 

waiting is over when we a gain assa:nble and march off of the dook area, 

to another s ection that contai ns a large warehouse type of structure. 

It's a place to eat. But i t ' s a change and mol:>t welcome. ?o llowing 

the meal. we again mar ch bac~ ~o our a r ea on the dock, and tak.e 
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our place along with the ot her war material - just waiting. 

The minutes continue to ti ck: by, and the day is gettng late. "Scotland 
L •ck ~ t doesn't ~any different than Ireland did," theset.iioughts come o me as 

I watch t he cr anes work, and the little switch engines move the cargo 

to areas o:f transfer. From where we were :th.Ireland we had the water 

to our east, here the water is to the west. The people and the land 

seem to be the s ame - but I'd better not tell them that. 

A newly-formed card game is interrupted by the sight of a larger 

engine backlng a string of pass en g er cars on a s iding, near our location. 

The men as~emble and move closer to the location of t he train, even 

before they are given the orders. ~ve ryone seems to know that this 

is just what we've been waiting for the last several hours. 

We 're soon s truggling aboard 'the t rain with our duffle bags. The 

design of the car s don't seem a s str~nge to us as when we first saw 

them in Ireland. It's growing dusk as our loaded train maneuvers 

ita way baok and forth out of t he dock area and onto the main line. 

Blackout regulation are in effect, which means that we have the blinds 

pulled and only safety nightlights on. If there io a city of any size 

near the dook area, we couldn't see it now. The cit3 would be as 

dark: aa we are. 

Even with the dim lights of the car to see with, a couple of card 

games are under wa:1 . There ' s also the dull drone of oonversations, 

mixed with t he ' clickity cla ck ' of t he wheels on the track. The soldiers 

&T.en't sleepy - it's too early in t he evening, and we 're too excited . 
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But as the evening wears on, I, lik.e the rest, am lulled to sleep by 

the trains motion, and the steady tempo of its wheels. 

As it has been my experience with train travel before, as long as the 

train keeps rolling, I keep sleeping. But when on its southerly course, 

it slows or stops, them I awak-en. At ~uch times the volume of conver-

sations would also increase. •~think.we've crossed the Scottish 

border and we' re now in England," is one announcemEll t. At one stop we 

hear the passing of another train. That stop is s elf explained. On 

another occasion when we slow to a stop, there i s the excited announce-• 
ment of: "I t hink. they've stopped for an a.irraid alert!" And the news 

spreads throughout the car. We stay immobile for a long period of 

time before proceeding. This scene repeats itself on another occasion. 

I can hear the distant sounds of t he anti- aircraft guns. I'm thankful 

that they keep their distance. This i~ our first witness of the b~ttles 

that we know we'll see more of. we're getting closer to the fighting 

of the war. 

~ven with all of t he continuous interrupt1ons, I manage to get a 

considerable amou....~t of sleep. Our train pulls onto a siding after slow

ing down. We come to a halt near some Army buildings composed mostly 

of quonset huts. It's daylight and we can se~ outside. Like it was at 

our port in Scotland, if there's a town nearby here, it can't be seen. 

But we've reached the first camp on our new travels. "Somewhere in 

Central England, n that will be our onl~ guess, and it'll have to do 

until we have more information. 

An officer from our new camp is now giving the instructions,a.s soo:o. 

as we a ssemble on a platform beside the track. "The Sergeant 

! 
., 

., 
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will show you to your new temporary sleeping quarters and other facil

ities of this base. After you've been established and clean up, you'll 

be served a break.fast in the messhall. There 'll be an orientation 

in the communications building promptly at ten." 

We're given a grand tour of the little establishment by the Staff 

Sergeant. The first stop is our barracks where we can leave our heavy 

duffle bags. There is a wash-room nearby where we can wash up, but 

the toilets are located off in a separate area, with a 'honey bucket' 

setup. 

And over here is our communications building where we'll be meeting 

at ten hundred hours. 11 the Sergeant emphas izes as we continue our 

tour. '~his is our mess hall, where breakfast will be served in ten 

minutes. So, if you're hungry, you'd better get cleaned up and get 

in line." 

It turns out to be a really good break.fast. we have hotcakes, hash 

browns, sausage, e~gs, and coffee. It's el.so nice that they furnish 

eating trays for us. Our mess gear will remain packed. Most outfits 

aren't always this fortunate, and the mess~it is always a part of the 

soldier's daily life· ·of eating. 

After breakfast we get a chance to have a shower and clean up some 

more - even wash out & few items of clothes. The remaining time I 

have to spare before the meeting, I decide to invest in a little 

shut-eye, stretched out on the bed. It's a ~ood invest, ment, and r 

get up feeling more rested. The sleep on the train had not been the 

best in the world. Now, it's t ime for ou1· briefing b;y the captain. 

"I want first to expl ain your reason for bein~ here, and then, what 
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you'll be doing here a s well as on your future a ssignments. This is an 

assembly area for troops connected with radio intellig~ce~ type of 

operations. All of you hav e had security checks made on your pa.st, 

and you've been selected for this type of work because of your profi-

ciency in radio c~ code. 

"Your work from now on will consist of intercepting German radio 

traffic - both ooded and clear text. It' o a priority ass ignment of 

work, and you'll not be expected to do manual chores of camp mainten-

ance . Your job will be solely to intercept radio traffic. 

"While you're here," the Captain continues, "for a period of about five 

days, you'll have practice to help you increase your copy speed. Tapes 

will be used for this purpose. AS a general rule the real messages 

that you'll be copying, wil~ be of a much ~lower speed, and many will 

be in clear text . You' l l also learn several new letterti of the German 

alph"abet, including the 'barred' letters. You'll also learn the opera

tional prosigns used by them to indicate the priorit~ of a given message. 

"I'll mention another very important item for you to remember when you 

are copying their traffic . Every operator will, in some fashion, leave 

his signature on every message sent. One operator may have trouble 

with a certain letter or a group of letters. Or he may leave out a 'dit' 

or add an extra one. He may make more errors, or be more profioien~ than 

another. You'll want to be alert in your copying, f or such character

istics of individual sending. By such recognition of th is nature, we'll 

be able to establish future deployment of their troops." 

It's a lengthly but very inf ormat ive briefing b;v the Captain. He con-:i 

eludes with some remarks about the risks and secur i t:9 involved. 

,1 

J 
! 
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"During our African Campaign, our troop~ ,engaged in doing the 

same type of work you are going to be engaged in, were listed as 

nearly one hundred percent casualty. Since that time, however, the 

German airforce has been drastically reduced. 'The direction finderi 

we had set up in the field in Africa, became hieh priority targets 

for their bombing runs. 

"We have now gained knowledge of some of their code, and we have 

changed our organizational setup. This is all to our advantage, but 

like all of the other activit ies of war, there are always high risks • 
• 

You are not to reveal the type of work that you are doing when you 

write home .,or in any communications with anyone. In your future 

activities ,be careful not to lea ve scra~s of paper or other evidence 

lJing around that wi11 reveal your organization or the type of 
' . 

work that you are doing. Your life; and the entire war effort, depends 

on each of you adhering to these reeulations. 

"I want to wish you the best of luck as you proceed with your assign

ments in the field. The Sergeant will now outline your work schedule 

here at this base. If you have any questions concerning anything, 

feel free to ask him." 

The $ergea.n t tskeS. over his a ssigned task. and sho• s us the layout 

of the equipment we wi ll be using,as well Vb our schedule. We will 

be in class £or three hours in th0. morning and three hours in the 

afternoon. The first class will start t his afternoon after lunch. 

The Sergeant di s misses us in time to clean up and rest a little 

. '• 

f . , 
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I>efore lunch- time. The fellows don't say muoh, but they're doing a lot 

of ·thinking aboiit the briefing and what is going on - I'm doing the 

same. If there wes any doubt before as to our future status, it was 

cleared up follmwing the Captain~ briefing. Of course, there're always 

some unanswered questions. Before too long we'll be heading for oombat, 

and olose to the f ront. we '11 have to be there to :1.nteroept the message1 

f rom the lower powered sets of the Ger mans , , and their slower s peed 

transmissions. For the'when and now' of some of the questions, we ' ll 

just have to wait. 

And I think about the course that some of this waiting and wondering, 

i s already taking me. I was t rans ferred from the 84th Signal Company 

a s being physically unfit for combat. The recor ds were destroyed fol

lowing my transfer. I arrived overseas months before t he _ 84th S ignai 

Company. I was again transferred out on the special assignment. And 

now it' s defj_nite that I'll s oon be t ransferred to another combat 

unit in a very hazardous a s1::> ignment. If I want ,)·• to do anything about 

it, now isn't the time, and that's for sure. 

There's now another feeling that has taken over. I'm now in the action 

with a very important job to do. Our lives now depend upon working 

toget her. My thoughts now are only the desi re to do my best in an 

environment that I had been warned Sfainst being in - one that could 

be dangerous to m~self, or to ot hers ~erving with me . 

'~ey Geo r ge, are you going to lunch , or are you going to keep day 

dreaming?" Comes a voice. 
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Ken haa a reply for him that's given , not with the idea of condemning, 

bn·t; rather wl th tha i dea cf setting forth hil:i own t houghts openly. 

"YQu can e::q,:ress ;you:r belief th at t h ere's no God I but rea.lly what you 

&.re saying i s t hat t t ere's r .o othnr God than me . Somecne has to be in 

oh&Tge of your l ife. I t'll be interesting to hear yo ur vi ews when we 

get through with this war . I hope that you'll change, an d put your 

faith and trust in the same God that we do." 

I express my agreement with him and th e others. The r ap-session ends. 

It was strange, in a way, to hear sunposedly tough soldiers talk in 

such a n open manner. Had they grown s oft or wea~? I bel ieve that these 

fellows could shoot and kill as well as any oth er so ldier. But does 

that make them tough any more tn&n dri nking o~ cussing? I believe it 

tak:ea more courage to express their beliefs a s t h qJ did. 

I'm awakened several times in the night by the drone of the German 

planes. Pear i s still with me, bnt their di s cuss ions and talk about 

God did help. 

It'a another day. Saturday, the f ifth of August , and the Jerries are 

still persistent in their flyovers. They s ti l l res~abl~ a swarm of bees 

whose hive ha s been disturbed by a bear. All day l ong their p lanes 

a,,ntinuo to put fea r into us as they size up the situat ion for the 

best way to attack. 

I 've just finish ed c l eaning up after our eveni n g meal , when I hear them 

~ain . I 'm just ge ttin g read y to go on shift. "Th er e ar e a bunch of 
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them, and they' re coming in low from the we st! " someone hollers. 

I hear the explosions :i.n the direction of li:vranches as I dive for my 

foxhole. I have company on top of me - the lad who had thought it not 

worth his while to dig one has changed his_.mind·. "This is no time to 

dill~ dally," he cries. I crouch as low as I can. It's the same feeling 

that I had on the infiltretion course. I'm paralyzed with fear, and try 

t~ dig deeper with my fingers. There's the whistle of a bomb, and I 

pray; ."God give me just tl9n seconds more to live and for this to pass, 

end t '11 be forever thankful. " 

There're no more explosions after that one, and it grows quiet for a 

few seconds. Then they return ago,in - lower and on a strafing mission. 

One of the planes is spraying the field to our nort t with machine gun 

fire. He continues his firing ash~ approaches the hedgerow in front 

of our unit. we hear the bullets hit the earth - some ''whine, whine," 

as they glance off of some hari objecto Then it's the peaceful silence 

onoe ~more. 

. 
But the Silence soon grows into the excited hum of voices as the men 

orawi out of their hiding places and chect for any poss ible dame.ge. 

"I got one hole in the fender of my t :m.ck!" vne of the drivers announces, 

quite oonoerned. 

".After all of that fireworks, and we only got one hit? How luclcy can 

we be?" Someone pro cl aims. 

''Luok.y? Or God's protect ion?" I think out loud . i>~Dd I know others share 

the same t houghts. 
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There are some speculative conversations going on. Would the eneacy 

planes be back? would this raid be followed by an Infantry advance to 

reg-ai.n control of t i1is town and isolate our tr:oops a.gain in the 

Che-rbourg Peninsula'? The later aotion would be the most likely. And if 

th~t'B to be the case, will we retreat'? We ~now t hat our only protect

ion lies ahead with the strong armored units of the Third Army. It's 

an Army that's already after bigger prey. 

The quest ions a.re soon answered for us by an orde r from the First 

Sergeant: ''The CO seys to have your equipment packed. and loaded. r:,e '11 

be moving out as soon as it's dark." 

''Darkness," it can be e.n enemy, but i't can also be en ally • 

.And it's dark when we start to roll with our oonvo~. Our drivers have 

been traine~ for night dri vi'ng. We have small pilot lights on the trucks, 

and we follow bumper to bumper$ The se ene changes br:i.efly as the road 

leads through the city of Avranches. Once aga..i n it's li~e daylight 

from the orange and red flames of tha burning buildings on eaoh side 

of us. Avranohes is a citJ aflsne - black smoke fills the air. We take 

oft again on a dark road, and for a brief while we can look back at 

the glow of the oity~ Like a lost lamb hunting for its mothe~,we know 

that our protection lies ahead with the Third Army, to our east. 

On two occe.s ions we believe that we hear a plane overhead. :?le pass 

several places that look in the dark like they could have been towns, 

or -piles of rubble. 1.7e oo n.ld learn their names tomorrow. if we cared 

to. The road leads on in the dark, and it's aft er midnight when we 

pull into our new bivouac area. 
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we are socnin oper ations again . The time f or our shift wa s spent in 

travel, and it' s time f or the night cr ew to ta~e over operations. They 

l ost some sle3p on tr.at move . Wit h a l l of t he activi ty, they a&-ould 

have a busy night , Wi th l ots of urgent traff ic .• 

I apraad my blanket out next to where Bud i s, and t r y to get some 

sleep. There are some branches of taller t rees ove rhead . All we can 

hear is the sound of the generators . But before t he s ound lulls me to 

s1eep, I brie:fly revi ew the past, fast-mov ing. events. rt was a miracle 

that we eaoap ed, an d with a -pr .ey e:c I t hank God for i!i S p ro teotion. 

Before breakfas t on t his Sunday morning , August 26th , some of the 

fellows from th e n i ght c rew osll e. few o:r us int o the HO t o listen to 

the news on a spare r eceiver. It's f ~om t he Ar med Forces Radio Ne~work. 

They're ooming i n l o,ud and olear. It ' s important for us to :find out 

what is going on i n the situation t hat we now fir.d our s elves. 

"The Allied Command announced t his mor ni ng that el emen ts of t he German 

A~ had recaptured t he town of Av~an ches during the night. This action 

again oontains the All i ed fo rces to the Peni nsul a, and i t now isolates 

units of the Third Army whioh br eac hed their l ines at th is town on 

July 30th . I n ot her news; Allied ~Va.ry.,l anes •• • • " 

"That's us they' re talking about, fel lows," Bill emphasizes • .And the 

word s oon sp reads around our unit. There' s specul at i on. 

"Our trucks we r e the la.st ones t hrough!" What would i t mean? There 

exists c oncern f c r O'.lr safety . ''\7i 11 we be captured?" 
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But we did ea cape , and :C made a :i;ir omi se to remember God daily with a 

prayer of thanks f or get ting us out of that situation, and for Hie 

continued protection. 

Just aa a lot of us have faith i n God, we also have t h e knowledge of 

the power of our own f orces. we 1 ve a power ful lot of armor mead of us 

that's oombined wi t h our Ai rfor ce • .And we also know t hat there're two 

French Divisions scheduled t o j oin our Corps. With that knowledge, we 

oan ask the questi on; 1
" 1fho i s cutt i ng whom off?" B;y r emaining in the 

area and trying to s eal us off again, t hey are mer ely shortening their 
' 

time for any means of their own escape. They a r e t h ems elves being 

enoiroled. There are many German Divisions in this a r ea, as our reports 

show. British and Canadian troops aro moving oo,wn from the north, and 

we're moving around f r or.i the so utheas t. It 'll be a bloody battle and 

many lives will be l ost . But i f they're captured it'll be a big prize, 

and Patton knows th j_s . 

"Here· are some vital statistics for your diary i f you want," Brad 

in:forms me soon a ft e r breskfas t. 1'I 1 11 try and i:lfl r k. th em off on m;y map 

· on eaoh move and gi ve them t o you - the ma in ones where we s tay anyway. 

If you. want the names of s ome of th e oth ers, you can always get them 

later." 

In our hurried exit last n i ght we ;Jassed thro ugh f i va towns - or what 

was left of them. The names of the towns are Ducey , St. Hilair, 

Du Harcourt, Fou~eres, La Crioxille, and St. Juen Des T. You can put 

them down later if you want t o copy t hem from t he man where I've 

circled. Of main c oncern f o r you i s t he place where we a re now, and 

this is t nown as Olivert or Port Br i lle t. As you can s ee from the map 
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we're ten miles from the oity of Laval which j_s l ocated on the Mayenne 

River. we traveled nearly fifty mJ.les last night, which places us 

about one hundred and fifteen rnilas from the Fort of Cherbourg. Because 

of our triangular route of travel we're jus t about the same distance 

from Paris as when we started out from Omaha Beach. 

"The news reports state that the town of Laval was cap tured - or maybe 

liberated is the word - ju8t ~esterday on August the fii'th," Brad adds. 

' 's o you can see t hat we 're keeping up with the whole gang." 

''Thank. you Brarl. ·;7hlle ·.Ne r:ir,y feel a. little pessimistic about being 
I I 

cut off from ·:;he :?clr..:.nsula. temporarily, nothing has sl.owed down our 

drive ao far .. .tn:;way, we might as well stay optimist i c about our sit

uation • ." 

"This seetn'.3 l iii:e e ri. Yer bot t o:n e.:rea v.mere we are now, and the Mayenne 

River is east of us. These Ti vers seem to fl ow south wh ich means that , 

there are some hills to our no rth, " he continues. "'.Phey must flow from 

the hills of .Norm8ndy. ?hat ' s t he area we' 11 be enc :i.:-cl ing if our 

drive keeps go ing the wa~ it is. And t hat's· the area the l arge number 

of German units are holed up." 

"Thank.a again, Brad , " I r epl y. •~'le '11 BO on find out how our s :p ecula tion 

turns out. For now, I'm going to get some rest wh ile it's still 

peaceful. The other ni~ht showed us that you don ' t al ways know what to 

expect." 

Our brief two- day stay at Olivert is r alntively pe~ceful . At the same 

time we're having qui te a lot of ·~:tafiic coming irom other large 

pockets of Germans - to our north as well as ot her di rections. 

The Nazi are oc cupied, s o 
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mayb!J t hat's why we 1 ve had it more peaceful. Our other f ronts axmtinu e 

t o push, and we r t"iceive n~-N~ that the Supreme Headquarters for the 

Allied Expeditionary Forces, or SHAEF , has moved their Headquarters to 

the continent at aherbourg. And before we move . on '.:.1uer.,day morning 

August 8th, we r eceive the good newB f r om our Rlld io .N etwork, that the 

city of Avranches has a ~ain bP,en retaken by our forces. That means 

that the area has been recaptured, and I don ' t believe there's much 

left of the city by n ow . 

Our speculation is correct , 8..:."ld we 1 :re moving in tte direction of the 

' small industrial ci ty of' Le Hans. ·:1a pa::;s through the small village 

of Vaiges on our route, and continue on toward the next t own of 

st. Denis. There' s t he litter of war on each Side of us . 

The 3253 Signal Servioe Company has a very high priority rating for a 

unit t hat has very sm a l l fire po~er . s uch ~ ratin~ c lears us fo r our 

travel on the road - sometimes too f&r as we lea1· !1 today . we've travel

ed twenty-five miles an d we ' re auproaching the little town of St. Denis 
/ 

which is about twenty miles es.st of Laval •. ''ie start passing some 

emp~y Infantry trucks , and then we pas~ some that are still unloading 

troops. Next we pass long columns of Infantry Soldiers s-oaced in 

battle formation o:i: twenty feet ano.r t, on each side of t he road. 

nre pa s s the :foot soldier s ~d pro ceed two miles fn.rther along the 

desert ed looking roe.d. ne a pproach the 8ma l l town wh ose quietness gives 

us ca.use for aprehens ion. Hus our priority ~otten us into tr~uble? Are 

we casually supposed to be na.ssirni foot soldiers? ··;e ·,•JOuld b e a 
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daad Compa..~y i f t here' s a machine gun waiting for us in ambush. As our 

trucks en t er the city street s , and the identity of them can be seen, 

:French oi vilians ru s h f rom their doorweys shoutin~ welcomes and warnings, 

~s they wave their arms and point to the various buil dings and barns 

sn1·1·ou.ndtng their locu.tion . ''La Bouch , La Bouch," or words to that 

~f feet the:v shout as they po int . \7hether th e words are cuss words or , . 
n ot~ I don't k.now. B11t it ' s a \\Ord that we'll probably be hearing many 

more times . The inter national Sif,?;n langua ge that they use are words 

e,noug11. '::here ar <; I1azis hid.ing in those buildings for us to capture. 

We wave back to t.he o i vilian t ; w:~ ile we k.eep a f irm g r ip on our car bines. 

Our trucks don' t stop an d I~obody g ets out. We make what cmuld be an 

illegal ' U' t urn at the first intersection an d head back. in t he dir ect 

ion of the approaching doughboys f rom the 79 th, or 90th Divisions . Tie'll 

give them the credit fo r the liberation of th ~t town - after all, that's 

their mission f or today. 

"And how , lucky can we b e? " Some of the fellows comm ent again. "That 

coul d ·have meant big trouble f or u~ . " 

We make a strategic withdrafil of sever al miles behind our Infantry 

and set u p operat ions a hal f mile off t h e r oad near a g roup of trees. 
fl 

"Did you notice anything strange about that town we were in today? I 

ask Bud a s we 're about to start our evening shift . 

"Not hing , " h e ren l ies. "Zxceut mnybe vrn shouldn 't have been there. 

Co~e to think of it , that ' s the f irst l i t tle town we ' ve seen that 

wa~n 't completely demoli::,b ed. " 
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Our stay near St. Deni~ has been a busy one - for two days of copy. 

The Third Army is on the -move again east and we're swept along with 

them. Our moves seem to be made nbout two days after the capture of a 

town. Toda;y is Thursday, August 10th, nnd our new temporar~ bivouac 

Praa ,for t od8 J' ,ts called Sarge Des Le };1ans. 1.".' e ' re near a village called 

N~ll.1Vil ;.e, b11t v,e 're a.ls o close. to the larger c:i ty of Le Mans . Notes 

from the diary relate that during the advance of t he :i!'ifteenth Corps 

from the J,~ayenno Ri ver to Le 1i:ens. both of our flanks were exposed. 

Between tnese two points however, the 80th Division protected the 
I 

commanioat ions of the 3'ifteenth Corps on the north side . 

Le 1rana was captured 082300. The Corps of 2ng:i.n aers built several bridges 

across the Sarth e River to the nor th of Le i'.:uns. that our three Di visions 

followed by the 2nd French Armored Division,crossed on. 

Our crew is working the d~ shift th i s week. I've escaped the garbage 

pit detail for ,while, and the di gr i ng of f o xholes has not taken place. 

There' re two reasons; we've bee n moving too ·f ast, and v1hile we've spot- _ 

ted a few -plnnes , they've left us al one. ·r believe that they 're too 

busy with their own problems . 

And some of those nroblems we've seen early today on our travels. 

Although some of the towns are starting t o escap e total destruction, the 

other debris of war starts to show up in i n creas ing quantity. There've 

been a number of German t&nKS , or pan zerk.ue1pfv,a.Gen s, on_ their sides and 

still burning. There were so me bu:cnecl ou t trucks and half tracks. And t h ere 

hBve been a score of dead Gennans besides thei r vehicles or along side 

of the ditch by t he road. 
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1~ ow about a pass , or trying to get us a furlough to Paris this week

eHd'?" Dud asks me aftt3T we had enjoyed a nice enening meal served 

warm from our chuck- wagon . •~rad ' s map shows that it 's only one hundred 

e.nd ~ fifteen rpiles to the big city . " 

"It s:nunds likea p:,.> od t h ought, Bud, " I reply. The only trouble is I 

don't believe they woulds-pare us any time off, aside f r om the more 

serious aspect that Par is is still i.n German hands. 

"Changing the subject ,slightly, do you k.now anything about this oity 

of Le Mans that we' re so near and ;yet uo far from ? " 

"Just what I've heard mostly fro in news stories, and maybe some fr om 

school. You 've probably hnard t he same . It's a rail and ind us trial 

center. There ~ust be eighty thous f.mtl peopl e living there . Automobiles, 

machinery of tl1e heavy type·, textiles, chemicals, anj shoes are man

ufactured there . Of course there' u the proce8~ing of all the other 

products ,such as food , that Kee Tis such u center hwnming . 

"George, maybe our hiBtorian, Br a d , ODul~ fill us in on s ome of the 

hi.story . It 1 s interesting, and you ;1.ever know - we might not pass this 

way again . " 

''I don't know too much either, fell•)ws," .Brad rela tes. ''I do know that 

i i' 's an old ci t y datin g back to pre-- Roman times. S o it has many historic 

hu.ildings da tinR b3c k to those tj mes. It hal,; been the center of many 

war s , because of its location. 'l1hh, city wa:.-i conq_uered by ;:tilliam the 

Conqueror during the Hundred Years We..r. TherP. ' v.-, been numerous other 

wu rs fought here, including the 
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vendeems war, the :B'ranco- Ge:rman tilar in 1871, and of course, the 

present war. 

"Oh, and another item that might be of i nterest, is an architectural 

showpiece. It's the cathe dral of Sto Julian , which was built in th e 11th, 

and 12th centuries. some of the oldest stained glass in France is found 

here. The building also contains tha tomb of a queen - Berangaria, 

Queen of Richard Couer De Lion. So now you know - and that'll give you 

something to dream ao out tonight, rat her ·!;h an planes and tanks. " 

"Thank you aud, and Brad. The subject will g ive us'soraething to think 

about anyway, oven :i.f we ca.vi 't go to sleep. I wonder how you remember 

all of that lnforma.tion, Brad . You' re a regular wull 1ng Sncyclopedia -

or something." 

"Vle ll, you all ar t:; welcome. fellcws ~ 1.'l e 1 re on a freG escorted tour, so we 

might as well got all out of it we can. I'll confess a J.ittle secret 

though; I do have a small travel guide of France tht3.t, g ives a brief 

history and description of the major cities . So if t he LncJrmation I 

give you is wrong, J have someone to -pass the buok cnto." 

Conversation - that's one way to pass the time. and the subjects are 

many and va.ri.ed. There a.re a few card t'7am es go inp.- on. And any spare time 

is also used to catch up on the wort - to keep everything read~ for 

the next move. It involves keeping the trucks gasy3d . greased, oiled. and 

ln repair. The generators need gas and u pkeep, and the receivers need 

checking. These are just a few of the jobs that oeem e ndless. There 's 

a1s0 some guard duty, and alviays a letter to write home. Come to think 

about it, we haven't received aey mail for a while. I guess we're moving 
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too fa.at lately for it to keep up with us . 

It's not too much work to get ready f or bed, sometimes we don't even tace 

our boots off. It's summer and we just pull a blanket over us and go to 

sleep • .And sleep oomes gul ~klY, if the planes and other instruments of 

w~r leave us alone. 

The next two days we see plenty of planes, but they' re not German. There 

e.pJ)eara to be mass flights age. jJ1 of our fighters and bombers oircl ing 

in the Vicinity of the Hills of Normandy. This is t he area of heavy 

German troop concentration, a.nd it I s now the ar ea o:f heavy f ighting. 

Someone said that today i s Sunday, but it seems like just another day 

since we've been working around the clock , end we've been wrking that 

way sinoe we landed in France over one month ago . But si nce our convoy 

is on the road again today, I ·guess we could call t his a Sunday drive -

but we shouldn't. Today is August the thirteenth. 

"\Vall Ge-orge, are we go ine? on our furlough to Paris toda:y? " Bud asks 

~ain jokingly. 

"Sorry to disappoint you, Bud, but we're heading north in the direction 

of the heavy fi ghting. You ' ll have to get a rainche ck on that Paris 

trip. Our escorted tour i s now leaving the vicj.nity of Le Mans which as 

Brad informed us is the Capitol of the Sar the Depar tment. WelaDme 

aboard , everyone ." 

"Very good, 11 Bud i njec ts. "And you mi ght add that since we' re traveling 

nea rly parailel to the Sar the River towards the Wills of 
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Normandy, that we're actually be'i.ng taken for a ride up the river." 

"OK, Bud," I admit. ''You win - you said it, and I m·n't try to top it." 

We joke and laugh a lot. May"be it's as good o,f a way as any when you 

can see death and destruction on all sides of you. we thought that the 

sceno of destruction leading into the area by Le Mans was bad enough. 

"The Valley of the Shadow of Death , " co ula. be the n6.llle of the place 

where we ar e traveling along today. There's no set pattern for the 

destrnction. Groups of wrecked vehicles can sometimes be seen, but it's 

g0nerally in th e terms of singles that we see thefu. It's as though 

they were traveling in batt le formation. A group of burned out supply 

truoks can be s e en in the 1i tch, some of them have been pulled by 

horses after beinr converted to that type of wagon, Des.d. so·ldiers are 

eoatte:red a.rou.n d the field arid i:'.1. the ditch, and som.e of their bodies 

ca., be seen in the still s ,noking tanks or half-trac~s. There's a chance 

that some of these deGtroyed vehicles could be ours . bu t they appear 

to be mostly German. 

Our road follows -parallel, but about t wo to eight miles east of the 

Sarthe River. Whil e most roads may (:Urve , as most roads over here seem 

to do, the river cur ves mo:re yet. Abo·,1t h&lf-way be tween Le Mans and 

Aleoon , or fifteen miles, the 1·iver curveti east enough to meet the 

road. Near this l ocati on there's another small village called Beumont 

Sur Sa.rthe. The locat i on of the ri. ver iH self-described. We continue 

nopthward. Although there are groups of trees especially near the 

river, mos~ of the hig her ground a Tipears to have been used for 

agrioulture of some so,r't. and it' s more open ty pe o±' land. 



V178-
• 

George L. Sanford -page 164- Just 7,ait Soldier 

we appear to be heading for the city of Alenoon. While we were still 

baok near Le Mans , I glanced at Bia.d ' s little book regarding this oity, 

just in case i t would be on our r oi.l"te o-f travel. Alen con is the 

Capitol of the De~artment of Orne . It's l ocated at the junction of 

the Sarthe and Briante Rivers , ar.d about 35 miles north of Le Mans. 

Boots, bricks , and shoes are manufactured her e . AS early as 1 665 the , 

town was famous for the manufa.ctu1i.ng of a. fine lace called, "Point D' 

Alenoon. 11 There's weaving • bleaching, end printing done here. ',7hat 

interests me a gr eat deal, oince I'm a ro ckhound, is that a smokey 

quartz is f ound in this region . It's 13.lSo lr.nown a s' the !'Alenoon Diamond." 

Before we reach Alencon there i s an area on our right or east that's 

posted as off-limits . It ' s kn0wn as the Foret De Rerseigne, and for 

whatever reasons - min es or wha.tever~ :i.tT~ bypassed by all units of our 

Co:rps. 

"!.Vall, Brad . it loqks as if we've r eached the clty of Al enoon. The book 

said that abcut fifteen t,.ho,1sand p~ople live here . It 1 ;;i supposed to 

be ~t the junction of t wo .rivers, but I don't see t he111 . Of course; from 

the .baok eml of this truck. it's httrd to see much of an~thing except 

whe:re we've been". 

''The bo i>k might not be right, either, " he replies. ''They say that there I s 

a city here also , but all that I can see is one nile of brick 6fter 

another. " 

Alenoon is on a flat sloping area t o t he nor th - a nlateau that leads 

up to the Hi°lls of Norman dy, a.bout twenty - f ive mi les northwest of us. 

Cont inuing on i n the s a me direction .and the same dist~nce of twenty - fi ve 

miles there 1 s the city of Argan tan . When our troops have seoured this 
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city, and the Cana.dia11 units who are approaching from the opposite 

direction, have secured t he city of Falai se , it w·i.11 leave a gap or. 

escape route of tHllY twelve iniles for th e ·:.Gerrtans. ~his is the direction 

that our Armor and I nfantry uni ts a r e appro e~ehing. If the Germans 

should try and escape from t.his gap , there will be some very severe 

fighting, that would refl&ot in our int ercept. 

The block after block piles of bri ck marks the locati on of the city 

of Alenoon that was cap tured by our troops just yesterday on August the 

twelth. The Corps of Engineers have heavy s coop sh ovel s clearing piles 

of brick from the main street so thet t he convoys ma y pass by easier. 

We leave the city of rubble, and bivouac about two miles northeast on 

an open slope. 

There's no natural camoufl~ge protect ion f or us, and it makes me feel 

like we are on d.isplay in a glass cs.se. On.r only safeguard is that 

the Luftwaffe is limited in number, and that t hey have their hands full 

with their own plight. From our g las s view case. we can watch the war 

being fough t befor e us, i n the same pers~ctive t h a t a sports fan could 

watoh a football game. }' light after flight of our planes circle an area 

and then dive-bomb thei r target. Occasional bil l ows of smoke can be seen 

and thera's the di stant so-und of explosions. Other t a:r·gets are picked, 

and the procedure is repeated. 

We've watch this display of power while getting th e nourishment of a 

'K' ration for lunch. The generat ors have by this time been connected 

to our HO~. I'm working the day shif t, so I go in wi th the rest of our 

crew and start to work. I feel t hat the bomoing will 



Vl78- George L. Sanford -page 166- Just wait Soldier 

oontinue for at least as long as it's light. If th e bombs aren't killing 

the Nazi, it's putting the fear in them that'll last them the rest of 

their lives. If we can compare it in any way with the fear that their 

ple-ues have put into us already, then we k.now that this is indeed true. 

Btit this is no time to feel sorry for them , as we havf) a. job to do. There 

is urgent t ::caffic coming in that wi ll locate more targets for our 

.Airforoe, an.d some will reveal their plans and t 1·c,op movements. The 

war goes on. 

After our Shift and dinner . we spend some time talking and watohing the 
I 

neverf'ending bombing in tne Hills of Normandy. There are a couple of 

lone planes spotted, but they don't bother us. Whether they are German 

planes or some of our own observation planes for a rtillery spotting, 

no one seems to know. I go to slee~ later in the evening under the stars. 

with the sounds of our genere.tors, end "the distant rumble of exnlos ions. 

In the morning the activity in the area where we saw it in the evening 

is leas severe, but still quite active . Our nets on the day shift con

tinue to keep us busy. 

On "the evening news we learn that Argentan has been captured today. 

During the push on t his city, the 2nd , and 5th Armor Divisions with 

the 90th Infantry Division took part in it's capture. The 79th Infantry 

Division remained here and branched east, moving toward the town of 

Montagne. Toda:y comes v1ord that the 90th Inf an try Di vision is to relieve 

the 6th Armor Division which will join the 79th Infantry Division for 

the eastward push. 
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The area where the two units remain nea~ Argentan and north is known 

as the Falaise aap. The gan has a width of near fifteen miles which 

represents the only possible escape route oi the strong German units, 

from a now nearly complete Encirclement of them. It 's certain that 

the3 won't surrender without quite a fight. 

While these victories are good for the to ta.l war picture, each one 

represents a lar ge toll of human lives for us as ~ell as them. But it 

is tho vie tort es, or good newo on the war e r·fort by ~ur forces, that 'o 

th~ dociding factor i n bringing this holocaust to ,a finish. Some of 

the good news todo.y cornes f rom Southern France, where the Seventh Army, 

under the command of Genera l ?atch have started an invasion with some 

beach le.ndings. S$V oral new sectors in 1,'/estern France have al.So been 

captured by other foroos. This news over the radio is '.:mcouraging. 

Tuesday morning cf .6Ugu.st the fifteenth , 'the convo y of the 3253 Signal 

Service Compan~ is retr·a..J i ng its path thr ough t he brick rubble of Alenoon. 

At the first junction of the road pa.st these ruins, we turn to the east. 

And our turn of a1 rection brings an exc lama.t ion f r om Bud . "Yea! " He cries. 

"It looks like we're heading i n the direction of Paris." 

"Calm down, Bud ." I reason. ''There a~~e still a. lot of Germans in the 

120 miles between here and Paris. Then too, we don't know if they'll 

give us a pass . The shock of ~eeing a ll of those g irls would be too 

much for us to stand also. Seriously t.t,ongh, I'm very thankful that we're 

not heading the other direction towards t.he }'ala.ise Gap ." 

The litter of war is still with ~s &long the roadside, even though it 

has stopped smokj_m6 • "fe continue to stay or! t he h i gh plateau region 

during the ei gh teen miles of travel to our new bivouac area of 
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opera:~ ions. \"!e I re at a place on the map named St. ~1cuin De Blavon. 

Although we have :::. pl:l. t some of our forces at AJ. en con and are now 

following the front lines of another f ront, ou :r work ca.n be considered 

even more important than 1.t was. Since the inv.as ion of Southern France 

has stayted, we are more snread out on the con t inent . It's like a 

large check er game b eing nlaye d with human lives . If we can learn of 

the movements or th e thoughts of the enemy, then we have the advantage 

of being able to move before he dne s . The length of time that we spend 

in an area does not always guare.ntee more i nformat i on. 

Our stay here at s t. Jouin De Bl av on is as short a s any that we've 

had. Just time for less t han a .da~ co py, some wa rm f ood and some sleep. 

On the sixteenth we 1 re agai n trlivelinp: east. \"le pass the village of 

Montagne to a place called·calle d Villie rs. I n this area we start 

to drop into a watershed that feeds th e ~ure River, and thus the 

Seine River to the north and west, wh i ch eventual ly druins into the 

English Channel. 

It's time to once ai;r.aJ.n set up .operations. The g ene r u1~ ors are connected, 

and the da~ shift s tarts to work. "I guess that we can take our time in 

eating our 'Ks' t oday, Brad.," I oo mment. "':'/e 1 re on the night shift so 

we' 11 have to try and get some sleep pretty soon. " 

'"'I've got a n ice qu iet place p i cked out fo r a 'bed, rr he replies. '"'te 

didn't go too far today. Bu d was sey ing that h e Vtan ted to g et a lit t le 

closer to Paris. Sorry about tha.t, .Bud." 

"I'm disappointed too, f ell c;ws, " 13ud a grees . 3ut a t l east we' re head

ing in that direction. 11 
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"Get your gear !JS.eked and J.oa,ded. Yle' re moving ou. t in twenty minutes . " 

This is the First Sergeant s peaking with some new orders. 

This will make the first time that we ' ve ma.de t wo movs s in one day." I 

remar k . "The only reason for it that I can see i s t hat they ' ve heard 

your complaint. Bud. and they ' re jus t '.:.rying t.o grant your wish - that 

1s, 1f we keep going in the s ame dire ct i on." 

With the t r ailers hitched on a nd t he equipment r eloaded we' r e once 

again on our way in the same direction , but a new location. It woul d 

b e interesting to listen in on t he dj scul::l s ion frotil the ones deciding 

t o make such changes of loca tions - tha t would be with the CO, and the 

ot her officer s. The location of our s ites a re determined with the co-

operation of our Corns or Ar-a1y. But a lot of thin g-s co-uld come about 

tha t coul d effect the need for a chS.Jt f?e of locat i on . one thing is 

certain ; it wou ld have to be in a definite suot t bat's known to them. 

It ' s comforting t o kn ow ~hat, even though the strength of our Corps 

he.a been cut in ne&.rl;y half since Argentan , ou.r south flank ha s been 

pro teated by the .£1id~:QU1 Corps. They've ·been moVi ng eastwar d f r om 

Le ·Man s to the Eure P.iver. We ha.,re c rossed the si..1re River already near 

i t s source, and if we keep goinp.- in the same gen eral direction , we ' ll 

oont.i nua to f ollow it as it curves and runs pan:,l l eJ. with the Seine 

River for ab out thirty mi l es . 

As we continue p:.l rt two of our journey on this s am e sixte enth day of 

August we come to the small city Chat eauneuf En Thymerais. It ' s a 

sma ll city ~1th a big name, but there's a lot of crossroads here to 

mak. e up for it. We continue across i.n t he same gen eral direction , 

much to 3uds delight. 
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Our new bivouac area for today has the name of St, John De Rebenvilliers. 

"It has a name similar to t hat of ouT last place. Could that be the 

reason that there was some sort of s. mixup? " I a.sk. Bud . 

"Tbe.t sounds p ossible, Geo 1·ge, " he replies . "Anyway, now we I re only 

60 miles from the German- held city of Paris. 1.'fe 're getting closer, 

and that makes me happy. " 

The area that \ve':re now in, is lower river drainage land. The valleys 

are wiaer and greener. By the sam.o token, e ven the hills on each side 

are gererall J steener and more prominent. It's on 'on e of these hills 

with an east face, that we set up operations again t oday. 

Before I try and get some more sleep or rest for cur n ight's shift, 

several of our gani ,io o. little exploring around t i·.e area . Y/e go back 

down the road a short distance to watch oome activity that's ta~ing 

plaoe in one corner of a large field to our east. There are about 

six large trucks and trailer rigs and a nu~ber of men working. 

The weather tody is threatenin~ rain , and maybe that's what prompts 

Ken- to ask what the rest of us had concluded . "It lo oks as if they're 

gathering a large pile of small logs for f1rewood ." But then he 

reaaon·s: "But why ·would they do that? " 

We watoh for a short time, and then it dawns on a l l of us at the 

same time. Communication by s oeaking ~as not necessary. Thi s 1s a 

morgue receiving or transfer stat i on. We Silently g o back up the hill. 

Althoughthe ~hysical de s truction of the cities is ~uch less than in 

the No r mandy area, soldiers are Btill being killed. And for any of 

us over here, there is that notent ial danger. 
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For our shift, we get in three night ·s of copy at this location 

before it's time to move ins. northe&st di. rect~.on again. Our travels 

t ake us past the cities of NORent 1~ Ro i. Favrolles , Boutigny, and 

Houdan. From the reports at our la~t bivouac area we knew that Houdan 

was captured less t han two days 8 '5C , on the seventeenth of August . 

From Houdan, our r oad leads us in a more northernly direction toward 

the river Seine, and the large r oity cf l,1antes Gaascourt whioh is 

itself built around the river l ike Paris . The city was captured just 

yeaterda;y, on August the eighteenth, so there's still heavy fighting 

still ~oing on around the area . 

Our bivouac area, with threat ening r ain . is one hundred fee t from the 

Seine River, a t a spot on the map called 3oissets. This place has a 

pasture-like setting similar in some ways like the on :: pasture we 

used f or a bivouac back in Normandy . It ' ~ much ~reoner here. The trees 

are stil l s·tanding, and while there aren 1 t as man:; cow~, what few that 

can be seen , are at lenst walkint:;: around •. I~aybe i•l~ that would be 

needed to make u. mo -r·~ serme picture is to have a i::1 ilk.maid out there 

sitting on a stool and milking one of the cows . 

In the lay- out of our site, the Seine River is on our no rth. It's 

a popular river that ' s a ssociated with romance and songs lil(e; "The 

Seine has gone a- wooing •••• " Now we _should write a war ~ong about the 

popular river. To the east 01' our carnp is the or en pasture, and to our 

south and west ther e are block patches of deciduous trees . 
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To make the scene mor e com~lete, the mi lkmaid that I was mentally 

picturing out in th,9 mj_ddle of the pasture, actually do-es come out 

there·· and is now s tarting to milk a cow. 

In the evening after a good warm meal and some rest, I ask Bud how he 

likes this pretty French setting. "Isn 't this what you've always 

dreamed about, Bud. And t o mak:e i t better, we're only 35 miles from Paris, 

jr~at up a curvy little river. Maybe we' 11 all get pas::.es soon." 

11Th1s isn~t quite how I -oict ured it, George , n he replies. "Maybe the 

scenery 1 .a -pretty , but well - I've changed my mind'. The:, didn't have to 

g o to all of thi8 trouble just becnuse I wanted to go to .Paris . We have 

a machine-gun set up to t he east of us only 200 feet. It sounds like 

there are a half a dozen artillery pieces set up wi thin three blocks of 

here. They 're firin~ continually. I haven ' t heard this much noi~e since 

Omaha beach. Poor Cognac. she hasn't stopped st t ·vering since we've 

been here." 

"I know, Bud," I r eply. ''but !ll l of this will be worth it, just to see 

the grand old city. Seriousl y though , I hope that most of tl!:r.is fi re 

keeps going out and no't much of it 1::; 1·eturned." 

We didn't get much sleep before go ing on with our night shift. It 's 

still noisy as well as scarey. But i t's a go od prompter to remind me 

to give another one of my nightly pr ayers of thanks to God , and ask 

Him for his continued pr otect ion. 

The noise of the ar till ery continues throughout the night on our shift , 

most of it is go tng out. "t'or a variety though , that noise was mixed with 
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the sounds of roll i ng thunder ard rain. Every so often I have songs 

that keep r unning thruugh my head - mcyb e a hear them earlier on the 

radio. On this night , the song is '~hree Littl e Fishes and they 

swam, · and they swam all over the da.m . " But I .guess maybe I can blame 

everything on· that se ore , on the noise of the river and the rain. 

Before leaving the HO in the mor ~ing I've time t o listen to t he news. 

"There' s still heavy fighting in the Fal a.j_~e Gap area. " This is the 

first o:f two i mportant nows itans heard. "General Patche 's Seventh 

Army continues to m~ke important gains up from the Southern France 

s actor. " It I s all good news , as far as the over-:-all war n ews is 

ooncerned. 

And today :ls a ni ce cmnny de.y with no more rain in sjght . The artillery 

however c ontinues its sarern~de . It ' s going to be a warm day, by the 

way that i t ' s sta1·ting out . I feo l grimey from hav inB to sleep with 

my ol othas on for such a long time. , Such a. feeling e~lls fo r one of 

those quiuk:ie type baths . I ha.v e a helmet with r.ot w~ter, some soa p, 

a wash ragr and a towel. Also a change of •u11d91 wear r1.n tl some sax. I 

fi~d some privacy in a clump of trees t o our s out h , &.nd star t to work. 

About two blocks away in the pasture, the milk- maid is also ~ing 

about her daily chores of milking her cows . 

From out of the northwest co mes the sound , and then the sight, of a 

low flying plane. It ! t> following along i; he bed of the river and is 

approaching our bivouac ar ea . l'here 1 s ma.chine- gtln f i re from our gun

ners, and as the p lane comes closer ther e ' s unmiBtakab l e German 

markings vi sable . On.r gunners conti rL:.e their 1ire on the p lane which 

is already starting to emi t s moke. The muzzle of the gun turns white-
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hot a s it continues t o fire at point blank rang~. ~he gunners reverse 

their direction of f ire as t h 0 plane passes over them . The plane goes 

into a l ong gliding de.cent end crashes about r, hfl f mi le beyond where 

the girl is continuing to milk the one cow i~ the ,a~t~re . I continue 

my bath, and w.ash out a few t t ing s - t hen return to camp . . The serenade 

of the artillery continues. t his is war - but s t ill s omewhere in 

between all of it there ' s j as t a little humor as l ife goes on. 

All day l ong, and throughout mo s t of t h e followi ng n i ght, the bomb

bardmen t from the ar t illery c ont ::.::1:.1.es. :ay morn ing however, things are 

relatively qui.et. The go.nn e r s have ev ident ly moved. f orward to new 

positions. I guess that is as go od of a cue as any f or us to move also. 

We have reports that our 5th Ariaored Division hav a been ordered back 

from t heir forward. p osition. to an area s o utheas t of Uantes Gaasioo urt • 

They are making way for so me British units that a re advancing from the 

other direction . In con~ideration of t hese reports, it's most likely 

that we'll be retracing our path bac k s outh for a s h ort distance. ~ith 

suoh a maneuver there I ll be the need to h8ve time for regrouping. The 
. 

next big push will continue to be east in the direction of Germany , 

it's our only way home. 

We hear some news on the Armed ~"'ore es had i o Netv,'O rk concerning the 

fror1t that we' re on. It's news that r.iost of ~ .. s knew, bnt t he confirma·~ 

tion by the radio ma kes it interes t ing. "The city of l.~antes Gaas i cour t 

was captured o n AG.gust 1 8 th, wi t h the f.~l lies e st..9.b lishing the f irs t 

bridgehead over the Sein e on the ni f:- ht of .h.uguo t 19th- 20th." 

Today is August 21th , an d our con voy i::, c ire ling b ac k s outh on another 

road. We go -past t he little town of Longnes , f or a distance of not 

:. 
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over eight miles. Our new site is. one that resembles an old river bed. 

There's some gravel and lots of small trees. F or identification the 

placed is named Favrieus. 

A breek for regrouping doesn't me~n that the war is ove~ by any means . 

For as long as -r;h e war goes on , 0nyone in thtit war zone is subject 

of boing a target by the enemy. and the enemy can be anywhere. Aside 

f rom the.t fact, the environment for us here at Fa.vri eus seems pretty 

n.ioe. Except for t h e noise of our genera.tors, it ' s quiet enough fo r 

Ccgnaa, ,. and th e rest of us to stop shating a little . And here for the 

first time in nearly s ix weeks , we're a.rforded t :-,s 1ux\1ry of a shower . 

Our thanks go to the quartermasters& It 's a smr-ill 1)0:rtab le field out

fit heated by gas Q Oh, ·there are the regulat ionf:i re~s.rd.ing its use; 

you get wet, turn it of£ and soap up , and then turn it b ack on to rinse 

off. 

It's big news and . something to write home about. ''-0 omf'where in France, 

I had my first shower! And it wBsn I t r ai 111 either. •: I wrote the one 

letter and got two in return. 1J.1he f:18 il io oa. tch inf. i:..p with us again. 

All .of the news from ho~e was, or seemed good, and I' m glad to receive 

the letters. The news in the letters represents the other side of the 

war on the home front, from the families of one h1rndred and fifty men. 

Such news can't always be good. But whatever the trouble; death,sickness , 

or broken homes; we know that life fOe~ on there,too, and all that we 

can do from here ls to -pras for ~ he best . 

The two Jewish boys from Ne\•J York seem to fare pretty well on their 

mail call. Besides their lett_;ers , they get another box of goodies from 

home to keep their little locker fu :1..1. ?hat repre8en ts a lot of 
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love , as doe s t he ma j l thr.: t any o:: U\:5 recei v e . :1.nd i10·.-: 1..ibout ti1e l u cl 

wh o ' s wri ting r. l e t t er n day? '."iell , ne' s st "i l l r~ee:µ ine up wi t h h i::; 

schedu le , nn ·.1 he hu;;; a 1 ot oi' ba c: r.. ma i l to real a t t hi s lo cat ion . 

During our s tb;y he r e we c0ntinue t o i<. ee r uJ, \'iit~ t h e war n ews besides 

that of our i n t e r c en t . On " up-ust the 25th , ti:er e •.s n ews t he Ger r.1an 

forces in P~ · i s surre nd e r e d to t h e ? r a nch ~ e - ond ~r mored Division . 

This i s the Di vis i on that was wi th us f o~ awb i l e . ? his ~ar~s a big 

morale victory f or t h e Allies . 

And there1 s news of o t her vic t or ies also. Aft er very heavy f i ght ing in 

the Falaise Ga p r e!'." i-:.m , t he Ge:r rnans on -1ugust i 7th , surrender ed to 

our units . It 1 s e s t i ~a t ed t hat 1 5 , JQu p r i so~or~ ~e re t a~ en , or 1 2 t o 

big victory, an .l it v:i l l be u de:er::.L :icr:: tac t o~ in Lh to n ext '.:l ov es 

that we'll be makin{t . Gen e r al ~i Gen hor:e r ul s o i s su e d a report on th e 

total i n va sion e f f or t t o da te . I t li~t~ ~·i ve .:.'1.-m~er -·: i vh,i ons , and 

twenty Gerr1a.n Inf ant r y Divis ions des tr-Oj' e :L I t ulo o l i st:::, t i, eir 

casuali ties as ove r 4·.!C>, J0U uead , :·:ounded O:.'.'.' c.;& c"t.ured. . ,.nd th e 1·e l-- ort 

1.'le 've a lit. t le c & '.lo C ior c-cleb nit i on i~ our v \·111 01..t:::· i t ·,,h en i,t . J el ou 

reads a letter o:f com::-ie n da tion DT2.isin1z on e o:; · "l'.lr interc P. ·ot or e rator s 

for hvvi ne: j d entif~e d a ~errnar. or e r a \o r i' r o·" r, j ~ :is : on ti:e f.. ey o:f:' 

ass e r;1bly . 
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Everyone has heard albout the Ger~ru1 •s i dea concerning their so-called 

super race. To fulfill thi s f anatic desire, t he~ ha ve carried out 

a war of total dest·ruction o...:· any ruce that does n 't meet a set 

standard that they've establh,hed . ,. bi0 uDrt of their education was 

snent toward the effort in i d ent ify ing the profile and features of 

the ' true' German. ;~11 of the others - t he Zem,; M d s uch, were to be 

eliminated. ··1e can hear about it , but it doesn ' t alwuy s sink in until 

someone has a :)er!:lonal en co Lrnter with such Ger::1ans . du t even in our 

own outfit? 

Our Ger man interpreter s .. eak;:; wi ti:. h Gerr:1&n t J_l)e a ,;cent, but I didn ' t 

hold that B.P-"ai nst him . I \':as g-ettinf.: dre~::;eo.. one day after hav i ng a 

ahower when J no ticed that he was sizinf! me up . ".~re you Jewi::; h? " 

He in quines as if it v::ere a n ever;:;day qu e .,; tio,1 . 

"Not that I know of , ·1 I renly. "ifot :my '.'.'.ore trHin. ;you , s.nd not ttat 

it matters. ' .. hy do you ask?" 

''Oh, I was just wondering- , 11 he re·olics . 

He didn't hnve to Five me h is ~cason, tor ht~ ~aestion had alre a dy 

ansviered that . I~ wa..; on his 1!1ind , end t~ai i .:> v1ha t he had been 

thinking. This was ac tual t he £irtit ti□e ttat he had b~Oken to me , 

but that one question Y'Ut ;:;ome sv.s 11 icion oi" loyalt y on h i m that I 

would not ~oon for~et . 

On Au~utit 29th , a ft8r beinF here ~o r etght da~s . we 're on ce aRain on 

the move and r et racL'h: ou r- way b uc.; K p ... L::i t tne cit.i e~ o:.: :~oudan &n l 

Ga.mbais. Our b:. vouuc.; ~·o r t i1e res t, 0 1.· ·,:1P. ,.;.EJ.y Ut1~i ovc::::· .. i,r,nt h, c~lled 

Bourdone. 
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On Hednesday r:JO r ning Augus t ::SOth , we ' r e 21ovin;:- i.n a ~out herly dire ct

ion through the town of :~:am boul let to t he tovm o·1 ;.bl il::> . Yrom here we 

travel in an easterl~/ direction t h r oup:h the villu.p-es of 3stampe :3 , 

and Milly t o the town of :i!' onta i!1.oleau . ? ro1n t:iis t own we change our 

direction of travel to n orth or northet:.st . d e go -oe.s t the towns of 

Uachaul t. Brea u, t :orman t . ar,. d Ozouer Le ; .epos to t he town of l•.osoy sn 

Brie. This i::; a very p re t ty name f or a town , out most of Lhe :V'rench 

towns seem to have very pret ty or desuriptive names . Our nlace of 

residen ce is ca lled Courpalay . 

And this is a ver y ~retty li 't-1:; le nlace , or r:ee~ibe i t should be called 

an estate. There' ,; one lar g-er '.::halet - 1 i':-:.e s tru ctare . with ot ners of 

the same design grouned ayound . •_;_'he lt:_ r g-e:r ::it :c.·J.. cture has only re ce ntly 

been damaged a li t tle by what look:.s liKe '~ ne r \.! :.;ul t :.; of an incendic.ry 

bomb. There're ~any large trees includinp ever ~reens around the area. 

We've seen many ·.-:- lu.ces simi la:r· to this on Jur t r av els today . o ur 

journey today has tu~en us on a h&lt circle na~h of an aver age raaius 

of 35 miles from the center of Paris . Jt ' s r.o doub t, t imt muny oi t.h ese 

Chat e&us had formerly bel::rnr:ed to weal t:1;; ?& ri 6 i:.rn; . Les8 than a week 

a g o this reg i on v,as in Ger:1:a.n control , and s o•n~ o f :..heBe fancy n laces 

were occupied by them . 

'1'1,7ell, 3ud , we're a l i t :.. le clo;:;,er t, J ]Jaris t::ari we were • . :e 've tru.veled 

to th e city o :f 1' ari:.:, . J tc.ink. tney're jt;.;:,t te~.-.~-~i:1.,; us . 11 

"I think you ' re r::i ;z ht , Girn r ;:re , " he ren li-3s . "_.,r,.t t o e :.lphasi ze t ne ·-·oint , 

Lt. Jones has i stiued an order stutinR t tat uJtlou~~ : tj ~ may be consid

e red a rest nerj od t or a 1::i1 i le , ti, ere ' 11 be 1''.) ras ;:3es to :·t, ris . " 
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And aJ. t houp:h we joked a b out go in~ to ·?aris , we knew t he. t there was 

enou~h trouble th ere wit hout us add i n ~ to it . ~o ris i s ~ bi~ city, 

and it ' s hun gry. 'l'here ' o alreadjl an a l nost en dless caravan of .t~r my 

trac tor- trai le r rip.:s hauling- f ood s1.,.-pplies to th em. ··:e 've :;een :;ome of 

t hem in our travels today . 

Brad seems to be t he one to uring us any announce~nent of i nterest , as 

h e does today on ~eT)te;;1ber the f irst . ,,;,•;e ' re go ing to hr, ve a chan ce t o 

see the 1rJinah S hore" show , 11 he announces . '~::o::it u.11 o:t us will have a 

chance to see it." 

"That sounds grGat, " r3ud a g rees . ''I gues s :naybe t hat we' re cl ose enough 

to Paris to sa:; thn t we saw t he s t ow t here - by o t retci1 i ng it just a 

littl e ." 

?.1ost of us got to s ee t h e s how, but a :few .r.ad t o otay ba c~ and t en d 

shop, as there' s stil l a war goin p on , end ~ es saa es to be interce pt ed. 

The show itsel f was P:reat as everyone aP- ree d . ' 'he la.st show of t h is t ype 

that I saw, was the Tr vinS- ~r: rlir. ;;:;hon i r: nel:f'a~ t , J reland . J ut there're 

gals i n t his show , s o i n s ome ways mo ybo it ' c ab i ~ ~er a t trac tion f o r 

t he soldiers who a t ~his time wo ~ld love n ot Li n~ be tter t han s ome 

fems.le c omnani onshi p . ?~t:y be that a.cc oun t s i or the l a r f e c rowd . ~•he o~ild

ing was a larg-e p l ace , an d it was c. long ways u·c to t he stag e - of c.:ourse 

we were at the back. But it wau ni c e to dee so me on e besides soldiers 
' 

and as f or J inah ; she ' ::, r:e l l k Yl o\·m &.!'!J : Leed • .. e r oic t !ue must o e r;ith 

many a soldier. 

Now t hat Pari s i s u ,, ai n a f ree ci t y , an d ~r. ow.c: L:i l: e this can f l :1 in , 

t here a ye sure to be more suc h show;;; i n t. h e :-1.eur :::!:'t.1. -:u r e . :3u t ' ·a1·i::; h U.3 

been f'ree f or or:ly 8. s nort time,anJ ti1ere 1 s ., :,ill t he danger of &i r 
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a ttacks by t h e en emy t o l:!.ny such troupe oI° entertb.i ners . It ' s really '!Ui1 

a risk for such nic e vol-.rnteers . r.2hat they' r e a ~)preciu te d , is evident. 

For us soldiers , ~c ' l l soon be on our wa y arrain with j ust nice memori es . 

F or most o~ u s the s how wi ll jast increa~e our des i re t o get on with 

the war s o that we' 11 s oon be ho:ne to a ha lf wa;; normal life ae:ain . 

Our stay at Hose;,y :~n Br ie cnn be cons idered D rest -oe r i od . ''!e sa\'/ a 

nice shov1 , there is m&i l f rom home , und we hL.ve a chance to clean 

up ap:ain with showers , vnd wash out s o:ne clo thes . 3u t really , our delay 

~ives t he o t h er fiP-h t i no- u n i t s a ch f!YlCe t o r e p::coup . ·.:he ? rench 2nd 

Armored Divis i on i s a ga i n .ioin inv u·o with our 79th Infantry .uivisi on 

ahead ofu:J nenr th e cit:7 of Troyes . It ' :::; s outh east fro i'.l here . 1:.l s o at 

thi s time the $ even t h :"s.r :-ny is nush i mt u o f r orn tr. e sou th. we ' 11 ~o i n 

them in t he new dr i ve eas t u nd oecome a oLrt o:::· Lh e .:.ieven th r ather 

than the Th i rd ~r ~y . 

The len p- t h o:f our s tay v t ::~osoy ~n 3 ri e re~ e:..ul e ti t he lenp:t h of our 

s tay at ..:t. 1:ar ti r, .J ' .\ubigny j ll.o:. b ef ore t ne oi r~ }m::;h of th e '.:.' hird 

Army thro ugh ;,vra:1c t es. '.!e ' ve been here t' o r n i r.e da ys . 

To day i s Seute:-:1ber the ni nth , a::; we head i n a so ut,, ea.;;t e~ l y dire ct io11 

away f r om the c ity of Pai· i::i . .. ie pu. ::; s t he t ovms of J oue;,i Le Cha tel , 

Chenoise , St . ~illiers , ~ rovin s , to ~ o~en t ~ur ~ei ne . A~ t he name of t h e 

town indicates , it' s locv t ed o n t r: (; .} ein e · i ·rer . :•.t t hi ::; ~~oint t he 

were at :::osoy :.::n :3r ie . : e co ntin ue to I'o l l ow i,ne road east 011 t 1. c ..:iB.!:.e 

general co urs e o~ t r.e r 1· ver, !-. o 1 ne ... o \··· , o-· e ... " l: e 1· n e · t · 
v " . . " .1. ... • . • ,1 ~ _. · .., , .. r or:. n 1 s 

noint t he river r o es on in> i ri a ~ ou t hea ::: t ui rc.:.:tion to tr.e <:it~· o~: _· r oyes . 
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we leave the Seine f i ver as our r oa d t akes us east to the t own of 

The towns we pusBed t hr ou gh toda:,i showed t he s i ;2'11::i of hi t an d '.I.! i ::J S war . 

You could tell where t ne !'i:rhting had t a k en !)lace , and what ho.d oeen 

mi s sed . There wasn ' t t he tot&l d estr uct i on t h at we ha d seen ear l ier in 

Normandy , }' r anee. 

"Just what doe s :y our l ittle t r avel gu i de s ay ao out tne oig: C;ity of 

Troyes t hat we went thr ou;;,:h a wh i le bac;{.? " I u::; k Bra.a. a r t er we had. set 

u p our O?erations . 

"That was E: p r e t ty n ice ci ty , o:- vlhat we coal6 oeo o:i:" i t , anyvmy . I oe 

lieve t hat t his i s t he fi r ::;t !-lace Dh ere t here was a s mall c r owd of 

peo p l e l i nin~ th e s t reets to welcome u s . ! ' m no t count i ng t ne toun that 

we went thr ough bef ore th e I nfantry , howeve r . 

"But back to your ques tj on a nd th e book . I t t c l lci us that Troyes is 

l ocated 104 mi les s ou the a~ t by east or ?~ri s . ~ t hao n nonu l a t ion of 

40 , 0 0 0 , a nd t i ere e. r e two nri nci nr:l l.ni l d': n;rs o: h is to ric note i n th e 

city. 'l' here ' s a '_;at he dral t ha t was :·i rs "'c b•.1i l t i• , t he ninth cent u r;y , a nd 

there ' s the Chu r c h of 0 t . Ur ba n . ~o t ~on , li nen , ~n d woolen goods are 

manufactur ed he r e . S ince th i s io 'u h e c en t er of v.. larg e u.g ricu l t ura l 

region, t here' s r:iuch t r ade i n t h ose comodi t i es al so • • -..nd that ' s i t. " 

"Y ou ' r e stu.d;y i rn)'" t::a t :::an :i:e a l ha r d , J u J , "' I (;O.:-r::ent . ·· hf.it lies &c. eaa 

f or us ? '' 
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which road we t ake, we 're go ing to have to curve around blot of 

hills or valleys . It look.s like there oo uld be n lot of hiding places 

f or the Germans . :1he lsn d seems to f l at ten out more as it reaches the 

higher plat eau reg ion that leads u p to th e vosr;:es :.:ount ains . And 

Switzerland i s only ab out 2,:)0 mi l es sou the a::; t o~ here. 'i'ha t sounds great 

for a trip !" 

''So, it ' s go ing to be Switzerland now, irrntead o.c' Paris?" I al::lk h im . "Sure, 

the trip sounds good . ~ut I believe that they ' ve bought our tic~ets 

already for Ger□any. And that countr~, oy so~e coi~ci dence, is also 

only 200 mi les away. " 

Now that we know where we a1·e on the ~ap, we have a limited idea as 

to where our next n•ove will be . ' ... 'here ' s alwa.,v s a lot of' ' ifs' in

volved in c.ny of t hese war situations . 1l1 he ? ren ch Ar mored Di v is ion 

is patroling the urea t o our s outh, and the 79th Infantry ~ivision 

is moving east from our n orth. ';.1he P ren ch 1ar1:.ers or civi lians in 

the region can be ver y helpful in locating ~ockets of Germans. But 

as a self- contained unit we must ke ep c.!.lert wit b v. ei:uard for our 

own pro tec tion. 

This i s hi_ll:Y country v;i th valleys, w!~icr. mean::; t.nat we must p ick 

hilltop locations f or our recep tion of intercept. A~ far a o s ecurity 

iB concerned , being u n hip.-h ha:;;; it;:; goo d. ro i nts a ..-; well as bad • .3ut 

one thing is. certain , we ::;are i::;et c:.n overall pic ture of :.he \'iar from 

this high perch. Our crew is work.i n&: ~i p·hto a vain , and ti1i s aft enioon 

before 12:ettini::r some needed rest , v:e can see s ·::oi( e ris i ng fro:n a ::. :i: ot 

where our artillery has zeyoed i n on an ene:n;y tu ~· o-et . ,~n d. 
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later , a g roup of our fip.-hter planes can be seen di ve- oombing the same 

place. There has also two ~roups of larger bombers flyinP. past our 

location to larfer German tar~ets. 

On Sentember 11th, we 're on our way vgain, nor thevst about fifty miles 

to a place on our me.-p nu.med \'l& i.rny or 'Tallere~t. The i.::r, rne }:i ver lies 

eight miles to the east. On our trirJ to day we went through the towns 

of Vendeuvre, Brianne Le Chatea.u, aYJ.d ; ;ontier Jn .Jer. our bivouac is 

on the top of a hill again. It seems to be a p~etty good indication 

that the terrain vlill be hilly when we oee a tovm yvi th the name 'M:ont' 

connected with it. 

Several of our groun take one o~ the explorjnR trips around the ueri 

meter of our new quarters. 1·:e caG look down on the valleys that are on 

either side of our ridge . It ' s ric h look i n g tvr m l and that follow 

these river low lands . Ti1 ey form a check.er 

different crops . 

boar d J.,attern, with the 

"I think I hear an ai r 1l l a ne ! '' Bill caut ions as we near the ea.st end of 

the r i dge. 

''Te sevrch the sk;y fo :r- awhile , Hnd th en ~:en s ir-ht s it . "':1here it is 

below us on the north!" ;-re exclaims. 

It ' s a ~erman plane travelin~ low in the valley to avoid detection 

and anti - aircraft fi re . ··:e St i:i y ;:1art i a lly hi-1 -:-i en under l;Ome t r ee::.; 

until a1·ter it had. pEL::.~ed , eud then we 1)roce ~d ba<.;l. to car.t;) . 

On Sentember 14, the 2nd :-'rench 1~ r.nored _Ji ·1ioion 0s1.abl i::;i1es contact 

with uni t o o!' the 3 eventh Army at 3u i P;"neux and ,: natL~l on . Liaison 

was first established at : ombernon on September 11th. The~e rer orts 
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were made known after their action ~ :ainst the enemy on 13 September 

1944. 

our 3253rd Si p:nal Service Company leaves rtassy on the morning of 

Wednesday, September 13th. 

Today mar~::.s the ner iod of two months since our arrival on the continent, 

but no one seems to not i ce the event . r!e a.re travelinp: south and east , 

c rossing the Uarna River a. t J oinville. The 79th Inf an try :i)i vh,ion had 

nushed through this town just three days before. Fro~ here we travel 

northeast to Houdelaincourt, then southeast p8st dondrecourt, Gr uex , 

Dommeny to Cous:::;ey . ''!e 're near a little larger town by the name of 

Neufchateau . There're a lot of early rtoman catholic Churches located 

in t his region . 

From Coussey we curve back up around another valley , north past the 

towns Harchechamp, and Remo ville to another hi ll top location called 

Aouze. The name of the town sounds wet , £.nd it is tnreatening rain . 

The town of Neufchat eau was captured just the day before , and we have 

traveled ten miles uast ther e to thio location . Thiv confirms th~t we ' re 

kee~ing ri~ht up wi th t he front. From our bivouac area on thiti hill 

our group does come more explor ing and we come aeroos the scene of 

a recent battle. There are bit~ of flesh still scattered around. '~ome 

of the pieces are bits of brains," ;::en co mr:ients. "I've seen t.h em befor e . " 

'TTe take hi s word for that f act , a.na we don ' t stay a:r·ound any longer 

for any further investigation . Our bivouac ar ea ab out two bl ocks away 

is a little nicer . Thio is t he night the t our oll ift changes hours , 

and we t ake over the graveyard shift - on, don ' t ~ay that , night shift 

sounds better . 
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we leave Auoze the next morning, September 14th , and wind or ' ooze ' our 

way around some more hills and valleys, northe&st to a small town. Then 

we travel southeast 'pa~t the village of Aroffe, and t h en back no r theast 

a gain through the t owns of Tremont, Las8us , Pecocourt, to vandeleville. 

The road swings just a little more east , pas t ~ulmont, and vaudemont 

to our bivouac area named Sion. The route sounds like a broken record 

with the winding road fo llowing around the many hills. ',,ihile it would 

only be about 27 miles straight acr oss in en easterly direction , we 

traveled close to fifty miles. It must hKve been someone around here 

' that wrot e the popular song of ; "It' s~ long, long trail a winding 

into th e land of my dreams . " 

This region is note d fo,r the many early ;-:oman Catholic Churches estab

lished here . There's one of th em located near our camp named the Notre 

Dame De Sion. I haven't seen it, but from what the mup shows, it ' s on a 

f hill, a short di stance to the north of us . Our ope rat ions are set up 

on a gentle south slope in a nice v1ooded area for camouflage. We 're 

up high, but not on top . It's more open to our east, so we should 

have good radio rece~tion . 

This is the middle of September, and there ' s u fall chill in the ai r. 

We've had some rain in some of the other areas , and it ' s t hreatening 

rain again here at Sion. The approach of fall und winter weather gen

erall y means bad news for the soldier - especially the foot soldier 

of the Infantry. Sleeping cold, or having wet fee t f or long periods of 

time can spell loto of trouble . Uany of the Inff!n try so ldi ero hu ve 

been i ssued sleepin~ ba?s already for cold weather u rotection . With 

the issue of the ba~s . there has arisen some unforseen trouble. During 

some night attacks by the enemy , many of t he so l diers haven ' t been able 
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to get out of their bags in time, and they have been slaughtered . 

They're exchanging the bags again for blankets, so maybe we'll be the 

luoky recipients of ·t he bags. Of oourse 1 they'll be warmer and we don't 

have the fears of any night a ttack.s by the enerJy - or do we? Of course 

we could leave them partially unzipped, just in case. ~e've always 

slept with our carbines by our sides for that nossibility. 

As it has been our nractice again lately. we se'.; out for an explorin~ 

trip around our area. ~here're some other rroups tnat set out in dif

ferent directions and for various reasons. B'or som,e it was a good 

excuse to hunt for some wine or co~nac f rom some French farmer . It ' s 

starting to sprinkle and so our wandering is rather limited, and we 

return to camp. Another ~ro up hes been gone a little longer , and their 

return causes a bit of excitement for awhile. 

''Stalnek.er, I.~ahoney , and Gallo ha.v e just captured 37 prisoners." 

Andre informs us. 

They are taken to an area down the road away fr o□ camp where they ' 11 

be guarded by some more men. Later they 'll be tranciported to Infantry 

Headquarters for interrogation. 

"How do ;you say 'surrender, throw down you1· arms, and raise your hands ', 

in German, Andre?" I ask• and he answers : 

"Ergen sie stch! '"faffen niederlef-en! Hande hoch!" Just as if he hn d 

been studying- it. or was Ger man . 

O:f course, we're all su'}:posed to know t hose phra ses , and i:f not , we 

always have the little phrase book thnt w~s isuued to us. 
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we know from our reports that a Regiment from the 79th Infantry 

Division had cleared the area to our north by the 11th of September, 

but in the area to-our south there has been more resistance. 'It was 

only with the aid of the northern Regiment , that it was cleared by 

September 15th. 

AS the rainy days continue , our troops continue their advance. On 

September 17th, I intercept a Ger man cleartext message indicating 

that 'amerikanische soldaten' were advancing on their defences at 

Nancy, which is u town about twen ty - five miles to our north. i'/ith such 
' 

communications from them we ' re able to deter mine the l ocation of our 

own troops, as well as learn some of their plans f or defence. 

Rain with dirt on the ground , co mbined with 150 so ldiers in a confined 

area , can only result in extreme muddy conditions. It goes with the old 

s aying that a ?riping soldier is a hanpy soldier, or something like 

that . One night after wading t hrough the mud bock to our tent following 

our s hift, T find tha. t Bud had already taken off his boots, and was 

already in his bag . We speak a few word.~ as I enter the tent . I take 

off my rain coat, and then I lean out the fro r. t of the t ent to take 

off my muddy boots . There ' s a lot of merit in at least trying to keep 

a clean tent and bed. Bud c ouldn't re;:ih,t u te-n ptution aft er seeing 

t hat I was bent over and having trouble tak inft them off. He coils up 

his feet behind me inside his bag , and then he uncoils.I land in the 

mud with one hand, but I I m e.b le to vii p e ~ ost o f t hat off . I take my 

o ther boot off and get in bed . ·::e luug-h about it . ray be it wa.s time 

we both had 8 fu r l ough, but the incident seems to fit right in with 

the crazy conditions we now find ourselves i n. 
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Ev en after a few days of ruin e nd mud , it ber.ins to seem like a bad 

dr eam if we don't kid a little to relieve the ~ressure of such a life . 

The rains continue as we leave our little n:ud wallov, on Se-ptember 19th. 

Y.t aybe we '11 get into something just as bad. ·,. e head east around some 

more hills and valleys. ~here're s till Germa ns out there, and the war 

must go on. As I think about that , I reflect back to the capture of the 

Ger mans at our last camp . '.!.1hey gave up, but whLt would have ha-rpened 

if they had nreferred to fip.:ht and strike a t night? It 1 s always com

forting to feel the closeness of my carbine a t &.11 times. 3ut it seems 

like a stronger comfort to have a .God to w horn J can g-i ve thanks a nd 

depend upon for nrotection under these present condit ions. Yes, I still 

remember Avranches, and I 0 o to sleep every n i ght with a p r a yer. 

The road on our travels today t&kes us tnroug h the towns of Forcelles, 

Housseville , :t.{a.rainville to the city of 8harmes on "the ;,:oselle River. 

The city and the sur roundin~- area wus cl eared by our force::; just four 

days a go
1 

on Se ptember the 15th. It' s a good size town, \·ii th SOC'le manu

facturing buildings, and a. g ood si ze ai ea of r esio en tial dio tri ct . l'he 

peopl e are in a celebration mood with t he liberation of their city, 

and line un on the side to wave to us. Ou:c cor.vo;; h&s stoyped for 

a while - fo r some un~nown reason, maibe our copilot had to recheck 

the map to find the next road . ~ome nice - looking F rench girls blow 

some kisses to us . '~he temptat ior. is jm;t too mu ch f or about a d ozen 

fell ows - some from our t:r·uck. . ·r hey leave t heir ftuns and jump from 

the trucks. They rush over to where t he g irls are, and cash in on the 

blown k.isBes for some real ones v.d. th SO'.:!e s t r ong hugs. The little 
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interlude of affection is broken up as our convoy starts to pull 

away. They run to jump on the trucks. 'Uerci, l:'.ademoiselle ! " r11hey yell. 

''Hey, we could w1·i te a song ab out that , J3ill , 11 I quip . "I met a 

Mademoiselle on the J:osel le F. iver. :low about that? '' 

"I think we all need a rest, George , 11 h e a ns wers cu rtly . 

Our co nvoy turns north and we p ro ceed ~bout f ive miles north , par allel 

downstream with t he !.Ioselle River to a small tovm by the name of 

Socourt. The valley along t h is river is much wi der than some of the 

smaller ones t hat we have just pas::;eci t h roug h i n the last weeks . rt 

resembles the Seine an d Eure Hi ver valleyB west o±' .?aris. Our new 

bivouac grounds is al so sir.iila.r to our cam p at t 'avrieux in that region. 

There' s mo r e g ravel around, whi ch will be beneficial to us with the 

threatenin~ rains. 

The weather has clearecJ up f or aw hi le with the sun t r:r· ing to break 

through as we ' re sta r ting to set u p car.1p und ope rat ions . It ' s ni ce 

to put u p the r up tents wh ile it isn' t raininfi . It'll also give us a 

chance to air out our bedding an J. clothes . They t:1 i g ht even dry out if 

the sun stays out. 

"Hurray!" Bud shouts. ''Anyone who ' s not on shift can go on the trucks 

to a mobile field shower l ocation. 11 

It' s good news - a c hance to wash off s o me of the ~ud and ma~be even 

wash out a few cl ot hes. ··.re cli mb i nto t he trucKG a.>'ld t ake off f or 

a location somewhere near the city of Charme~ . 

The dr-ys pas s at 3 ocourt , and :cai nc oa ts ::, eern to cont inue to be the 
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order for the day . But we're f ortunate that we 've a warm dry place t o 

work, and a dry nlace to sleep in our tents. 

There a r e -promoti ons me.de in the field an d our Commanding Officer is 

the recipient of one . He ' .:J now Captain Jones . '~he fellows are all happy 

about it and r:-ive him a b i g hand . :::re de;:;e1·ves the promotion, and it's 

nioe now to have a Cantuin in charge of our Com11imy . Like many of the 

officers in combat, he kee~s a low profile , but he' s always there 

looking out for the men. There' s one t hin~ that I had taken notice 

of before, and that is, he hos been a l we.ys t he last one i n the chow line 

to eat. It's a practice that helps to esta blish that 811 of the men 

will have equal rat ions or meals - even the last one i n line . I t ' s 

just a l ittle thing maybe , but it s hows a lot of consideration . 

Maybe it ' s in ho nor of the event, or it ' s jus t by coinciden ce tha t we 

hear the news:1 "The trucks are leaving a t one- th irty fo r the Bing 

Crosby Show. Anyone that's not on duty a nd wantti to go , be on time . " 

We had heard for some ti~e about t he 8h ow - t wo day8 ag o . I had always 

li~ed his singi ng , and had looked forward to go ing . Luc k is with me 

today, as we have the ever.ing shift , and I' m not on duty . 

Our large group of Crosby fans arrive a :t Charmes , and find that the 

entertainment is being held in a very lar ge building t hat had forme rly 

been used f or t he manufactur e of a uto or ma chine:ry pa!· to of ::5 0□e sort . 

Many o:f the r ar ts can be seen l yi ng around . ':'he bu i l ding i s pecked 

with Gis. ~1 he whole 15th Corns 'TIUSt be her e , so:1e are ~it t ing , but 

most of us are stan ding . Unlike t h e Jinah ::..."101e ._Low , th i s a ppears to 

be an all male cast of entertainers . 3ut Bing i s u bif- n&m e in show 

business - he ' s well - liked , and well received, wit h a t hunderou~ 
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applause. He had a nic e orchestra and they p lay end sing some of the 

old favorite songs. Of course 3 ing mc kes ~everal ~okes about his pa l , 

Bob Hope . 

About ha lf way through hi8 show there's a slight interruption a s we 

hear the '1Ka-Boom n of the e nti- aircraf t guns n earby. ~very one stays 

put, and Bing re lat es several stories to us a.b out some near- misses 

that their troupe has had during their trip . In one story he tell 

about a German fi~hter p lane tha t took out after their trans.port. 

It ' s still Sentember but tha t doesn't s top "Bin i!. f ro m c losing hi s s how 

with the old favorite that he has ma de fam ous : "'.'!hi te Christmas . " He 

gets a standin g ovation s s he conclude ~ hiti program - of course/ m2ny 

of the fellows were stand i ng alrea dy. 

The rains continue at S o court, and our .3ta y s tretches into two weeks. 

It was wet, but fortuna tely n ot mu ddy . 

It's on the morning of Oc t ober ~rd tha t our co n voy is a gain p ro ceed ing 

north. parallel with the I~oselle River t o th e city of r3ay on. Here we 

c ross t he river to the eas t, and then co ntinue on past the village of 

Lamath to the la:q rnr city of Luneville. '!.' he ci t;y is on the west slop e 

of a. wide valley - t he hig h side is on th e \-vest. 'Phere ' re two separat e 

rivers thatdivide the city; one on the north f l owing west, and the 

other on t he west a nd flowing north. ~hes e t wo r ivers jo i n at a pl a ce 

located a cOU"!Jle miles n ort hwest o:f the ci ty . 

In our travels today we heve c overed a dis to.nee oi" twefl ty - fi ve mi les 

from Socourt to this lo cation. ~e wi n d ou r way thr ough ~o me of t he cit1 

streets to the hi l l on t he west . Some of t he f rench p eo ple wave to us, 
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while a few others seem to hang their heads . 1hey have bald heads also -

they are women. '~hat's their punisr.ment for having fraternized or 

hel ped the Nazi . " Bill comments. ''I I ve heard that they do that, but 

i t' s the first evidence I ' ve seen oi' it . " 

we pro ceed west to the top of the hill and pull off into a parking 

area just short of the top, and still on the west slope with the city. 

We' re king of the hill a gain, a.nd we should g et some good reception 

fo r our radios, as well as another ring - ~ide tieat for the war that ' s 

going on all around us. 

Our operations are set up, but now where do we ~ut our ~uptents? 

.":The question is answered by the announcement: "This ' 11 be our fi r st 

i ndoor quarters for the winter. Your sleeping places will be in these 

sma ll buildings. Try and keep the same shifts together if you can . " 

Wha t t hese buildings have previously been used for, I guess it really 

doesn •t matter • . :e swee p them out a".li t tle, Pie?{ out a wooden bunk- bed 

and we have e place to reside. ''Let i t ra in ." 13ut t h en I think about 

t he poor Foot Soldier out there in his foxhole r nd I cancel out tha t 

thought. However , i f it did rain, we would have a new su pply of clean 

water . The roofs on all of the buili i ngs form a co l lective system and 

all of the water drains into some rain barrels . "Je could then have 

nice soft rain water to wash with - quite a luxury. 

Sl ee-ping i nsi :ie do es hiwe ;;; ome ben ef its a ::; we l l a s Borne drawba.c ks f or 

us . Sleen ing in t1c r a in , in our t onts, n o one h~d a cold , but now that 

we ' re inside of b~ ildings, everyone has t he sniifles . 

The Seventh Army has u wide fro nt to advan ce on, and clear. It seems 
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t hat our stay here may be for an extended period of time. 

I t ' s time to write another letter home . Our ceutain had informed us 

earlier that we could have a camera and take tiome pictures of the 

countr y if we wanted to . So with that i n mind , this letter is a good 

chance t o ask r.:om to ::;end me a camera and some film. I f she ' s able to 

send one right away, maybe it could catch u p with me before we leave 

Luneville . 

our extended stay here gives us a chance to cat ch up on our social life. 

Fo r a few , contacts for a fresh sup·ply of v1ine or •co gnac are found. 

Ther e' s a li~ited chance for some of us to try out our l~mited French 

that we've been practicing late l y . Of course, there're some men in our 

out fi t who speak ~renc n fluently. Then there's the opportunity for 

some of our ~anr to takes walks into town and s,..,end some of our French 

f r ancs for the first time . Of course, we always ~o as a group for comu

any , as well as a saf ety precaution. 

I buy some mans of the surrounding country on one of my big opending 

sprees. At another time! nurchase so~e ricture postcards . I t's no 

b i g deal to make tha purcnases with th e invas ion money . ~be s~opteepers 

ar e mostly honest and hel Dful. .,Jome o=· tr.ese me r c c£-nt.s eve!? .:)neat: 

Englis h. If our commuriica :.ions with t t:e s1--oke!i la.n gue~e .=ails, ne re

s ort to the universal language of a1~ or ~ru:d ~igns . ~ce =ap~ ~La~: 

purchased show in better detail, so~e o= 

had recently travelea over. 

.g 

The postcards of Lunevi lle ~how "lC -,ue'.;; c r:oh;;:.e,=; , " :'r:e:?:· e•::, a t e!:e1a:.. 

vi ew of the city , with the captions of cour se , a l l being written in 

Fr ench . There' re three views of Le Chat ea.u , one sh owing jus t the 

building, one i :3 with a park or garden, and one snows the street and 
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park leading up to the Chateau. There ' s a p ictQre of the statue of 

General Lasalle, a couple of other park scenes, and a p icture of a 

c hurch called: ''Englise Sai n t J ae ques . " An other n icture ::ihows an old 

building called: '!,~ai son du X"fIIl- ::;i ecle . '' An d there ' s an air view 

of the Chateau and the surrounding buildings . They're all beautiful 

pictures that were taken by photogranhers in the city, and printed here . 

So , they do some very artistic work. in this little town . 

I r eceive an invitation with a couple of other fellows to have coffee 

at a French home. The hosn i tali ty i s wonderful , bu,t I do have some 

r es er vat ions ab out the coffee . '.),uoting a Ge r mun word, it's "ersatz" 

co f fee in a thick paste form to which we a dd some cream and just a 

little water. But that doesn't s1.;oil our go od time - some of our ~ang 

speak·· French so the re i s co:-nmunicat ion . 

we have another invitati or. f or a comulete ~ea1. It ' s n ice again to have 

some Frenc h spea~ing soldiers in our C•)mpa ny . ',•;e :enjoy u n ice mel:il 

toppe d o~f with some cherr y p ie. \/hile eating t he p ie I start to have 

some stomach cramps whic h reminds me f or a while of my ep isode at 

Fort Douglas. :3ut this time the c:rar;: ns d o go away , for which I ' m very 

thankful. Our ho:::,ts riave been wonder:i.'ul. ,:e leave early, and t h in~ing 

that our hosts might feel hurt , 

I don't feel too well. 

we ex-rla i n to tnem in ~ rench t ha t 

And of' cour::>e there a.re s ome roman c es fl ouris hing also , or at least some 

of t he gi rls either thought or hoped s o. SoQe oi the guys are fait hful 

to a wife and marra.ige bac~ h ome . :"3ut f or s o rr.e o±" the f ellows it ' s a. 

case of love t he~ and l eave them in th es e new a f fa i r s. Uost of the 

French girls ha v e very r i g id dici J. lin e in r e@:ard.s to Jat.ing. 'i1o mos t of 
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them, love goes with marriage and it's none time affair. On a visit 

to town one day , I ' m introduced to one of the i oir l adies. She ' s 

already posoessed with the f ear th~t t he soldie r she's been dating 

will soon be leavin1t and she won ' t see him again . She mbk.es a vow 

that if he does not return t o her after the war then she would jo i n 

a convent . All of us knew that the soldier wa., already married , and 

had no intenti ons of coming back after the war . The olot has all oi 

the makings thst one could hear on n so~p o~era . To add to the drama, 

maybe a little out of sy mpathetic reaction, and then maybe because 

she' s a very p retty young ?rench girl , I ask: ner i:t ::;he would plea::;e 

give me her name and address so that I could write to her. 

She consents , and starts saying what it is . After seeing the trouble 

that I was having in writing it - I wr.8 lost with the spelling - she 

decides to write i t down for me; 'Y.ademoi~elle J . ~r oestler , 10 Place 

Des Cannes , Luneville , j,~the et Hc>lle , "I!' rance , " she writes 

"Merci, l:ndemo iselle , " I tell her as \·,e leave . 

Yes , she ' s r eal pretty , and then - you never ~now . Jut I do know that 

the outcome between he r and the soldier wil l turn out to oe rather 

sad. There ' s liable to be a lot co r e br0 Ken heartti before the end of 

this war. But then again , so me may flouri~h like the one between 

Brown and the English ~irl that he keeps writing to . 

Wi th all of the souiul activities we ' r e \,ritin~ home ~bout , they 

won ' t believe that there ' s u war e;oing on . " I tell the p-e.n g o&c tC at camp . 

"Have a cigar , Gleor~e . 11 Bud ~reets me for an answer . •~ :l;...yb e you ' re right . 11 

"Oh, no , "Bud !" Don ' t tell me • •• 11 I reply 
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"Don I t get any wrong ideas, " he interrupts . "But we do have our share 

of social life - it's Cognac. The Sergeant looking after her , left some 

c i gar s . If you don't smoke he said you could give it to someone that 

does. Cognac's the proud mother of nine pups. So the 3253rd Signal Ser

vice Company does get around so cia.lly - at least one member . 11 

T!Te hurry outside and approach the litter with caution,_ as vie don ' t 

want to disturb the new mother. The puns are cute , and she ' s proud 

to show them off - at least to us . 

But social life or not, the war goes on even for us . Intercept messages 

keep coming in as our fronts change -:cosi tions. One of our missions is 

to sear ch for one of General Patton' s Third hr□y Ar mo red unit . It's 

be en missing for some time now . He didn't stop his advance where he was 

ordered to do so. How can an Army unit get lost? But it is lost, and we 

finall y locate the units through some intercept messa~es from some 

German t r oops that have made contact with his fo rces. The Eigh Command 

i sn't going to like ths t ep isode . But maybe that's how wars a re won . 

He was under order s just like the rest of us a re , and we wonder if weco~L~ 

disobey his orders in the s eme way . 

Ther e ' s a German railroad gun that we've been trying to get a fix of 

l ocation on - this icl 8 priority . Then we huve some other targets to 

locate and more information together . 

On November the 15th, just in time to break up the routine, I receive 

a paokage from home. It's the camera and several roll .:3 of film . "Tht.nks 

Uom, and everyone on the home front ! " 

There's also guard duty in this war. There' s one nost s.:round camp , and 

one along the road on top of the ridge. I'm gener~lly a~oigned to walk 

t 
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the road on the ridge. ~he time seems to b e at ni ght with a fog to cope 

with. At such e time f ~jth in God ana a ~rayer comes in handy . co~nac 

used to walk the post with me and I liked having her , but she is busy 

with her uuns now . In the fo~ I can't see very far, and every noise 

seems to magnify itself with the moisture on everything. If there' s 

trouble all t hat I can hoµe to do is get out u warning shot. And I do 

hear sounds out there in the bushes b✓ t he side of the road . I stop 

walking and listen f or awhile - it's proba blj just a small animal. Once 

again all thot I c&n hear i s the s ound of ~y own walking, and perhaps 

the slight pounding of my heart . Then a t long l ast', my tour ends with-

out incident, the dawn breaks with the sun , t nd the fog disappears . 

There have been some warnin?S issued regarding an increase in German 

apy activity around our area. We 've been told t hat we ' re t o tak.e s pecial 

precautions. Some of t heir work includes the pl ant ing of booby traps 

on vehicles. Defense has already been t uken for protection a gainst wire 

that ' s strung at head heif ht acr oss t h e road c t ni ght. Some of the warn

ings a re reneated in our St ars and Stri pes Newspap er . 

The newspa per is publ i shed once e wee k , and t hi s eJ ition bas been ~rint

ed in the cities of New York , Paris, and London . So our pap er mus t come 

~rom Paris . There are t he comics that every one reads: Lil Abner, Te r ry 

and the Pirat es, and Hubert . In addition there's the war news in case 

we don ' t hear it a l l on the radio. A ma p s howb the war from just a l ittle 

east 0£ where we are, t o a line north to Bel g i u m a nd Sollt..n d, and sou~h 

to Switzerland . Church ill says : ".Bi g Al l i ed :n ows to Open Last La p . " 

A story tells of the British l an di nP.'o i n :iolland t ak. i ng the f oe by 

surprise . And '.there's news ab out the T'f:c i f ic ··:ur also: •~ ol l Ri ses ::for 

Routed Jap Fleet ." 
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I n recent arti cles there has also been news regarding a new weapon of 

war er eat ed by the Germans called the "V2 , '' a flying mis s l e or bomb, 

rt has been shown in comic form lately depicting its predicted fai lure . 

It shows P.i tler shooting one off with a oaf tion underneath saying: "I 

shot a V2 in the air , it fel l t o ear th, I Know not where - I lose mor e 

V2E3 that way, " While it r.i.i ght have some short comings at this de. te , it 

could also pro ve to be a very dangerous weapon . It requires no pilots , 

.And tq those who don ' t Ylfin t to read &ny more war news , ther e ' s the 

Bi:> orts s ect ion. '.:1her e ' s also news about a new fj lm de--oicting the life 

stor y of the war correspondent , ~r nie ?yle . P.e ' s well liked , and noted 

for the help th a t he ' s ~i ven the soldiers through his articles . Then 

las t but not l east, our paper always hati a p in-up gi rl . ~his time it' s 

"Hedy La- lfa" - that' s right , she ' ;;:, exnec ting b. baby. 

But the war does ~o on as our po:oer states . ':ie car. watch the da ily 

bombings and shell ings along the front . '.'.'e can see our planes circle 

an a rea, and then watch t he smoke rise fro m the hits . It ' ll grow quiet 

in one location , then on another day we car. oeen the ~cene repeated 

farther to the east. It's e long front t hat we 're on , and the 0ains 

that we make are taken, not g iven to us . ~inter i ~ approaching f ast, 

and that' 11 mean r.io r e suffering f or our soldiers . S.'he war r11u;;:,t ~eep 

rolling during the r emaining days of be t ter weather . 

The war iti moving eas t to Ger::iany . ri.1 he country io les;:; t han 70 mi les 

away a s compa :::.-ed wi t h the distan ce of 2 J U r:1i l es t hat we now are :::· rom 

the city of :ria r i s . ~he c:Olumni:; of J i s tan t 8roke mark our- a dvance. Today 

is Sunday, November t he 19th , 19 44 , a b our 8o·nr.&ny □oves eus t to r(eep 

un with the front . Th ere are now 150 men , 0 O;,-na c , an d her n i ne -ou -os in 

our convoy . 
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we've been in Luneville a little over six weeks , and hav e made m~ny 

friends here that we'll long remember. They ' ve taken the time to be 

f ri endly with us. Maybe that ' s pertly because they 're a part of this 

war along with us . 1hey've loBt loved ones in the fi ghting as well as 

property • .And there' 11 be so me I.Iademoii:.; ell es ho-ping for t he return of 

a new found love. And we know that most of t he ? rench people will be 

p raying for our safety and an end to t ~is war - they told us they 

would . It ' s i ronic t ha t t here ' s a Ger□vn song tha t has some a pplication 

to our leaving Luneville, and it ' s making its rounds in my ~houghts : 

"Underneath the lamp- post by the barracks f-ate , standing all alone by 

the moon you ' 11 see her wait. She wait s fo r her love who ' s gone away ••• " 

We t r avel east by a little south through the villap.-es of l1•iarainviller, 

and Ogeviller to a nlace on the map cal led ? etonville . It is - or was 

a small village also. ~his i s one of those total or nartial destruction 

areas. The land looks like it was rat her barren t o begin with, but now 

what few trees that were here ha ve b e en Bhot or blown off . ~ ost of 

the buildings are but uiles of brick . ~hat few structures remain. are 

badly damag-ed . There' re i::lhell holes through some , wi th partial walls 

remaining, an d most doors and windows knocked out . 

"Don' t run down our new home , George, " :ara.d informs me &c he tie es me 

surveying the damage . "si.t least we won ' t O'] bothe red by any neigh bors . 

The towns deserted excent f or us, maybe we could renace it ' ?u-oville,or 

Cognacville.' But enough tal.K - we ' d bett er ±"ind us a house . 11 

Our shift finds one that's in f airly ~ood ~nape - j ~st one she llhole 

thr ough it for ventila tion . It has a :ioor - ·vr: ough the windows a re all 

missing . I even find u bunk wooden bed wi th a f eather ma t tress . I just 
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hope that there are no lice , but I d us t on a little ~DT just as a pre

caution. Our new home svrnet home is quite a Sight ,..in a real war s etting. 

But a .., Br ad stated , ·at l east the neigh·oors won ' t oott.er us • .i,.nd the 

name of our town is st ill Pet on ville. 1.V e are now f i fteen miles sou t h east 

of Luneville. 

"re ' ve been at th is intercept location f or three days on November the :,, 

22nd, and it ' t:, time t o be movin g on . •·te ' 11 l eave tr.. e skeleton town of 

Petonvill e for some otr.er unit , or ma ybe ~u::;t f or the rat~ and the c1ice. 

Before too many days , perhap s the former town ' o re~idents wi ll move 

b ack in and rebuild - providine some of thoBe retiidents s till exist. 

We backtr a ck. on the road, northwest to the vi l l uge of Herbevi ller , s.nd 

then we turn northeast. Our travels fo r t h i;:; morn ing takes uti p&st the 

town of Bla~ont to t r.e much larger town of ~arrebourg ior a to t al 

distance of twenty - eight miles . There a r e some lari;-:er oui ld i ngs in the 

ma in part of town , end a l a1·ge residential a r ea stretches to tue top 

of the hill on the south . 

For our stay i!'l Sarr ebourg , our Company L , di vided v,i th our nead

qu a r ters and eating ~acili ties occupying u large two - f::ltory building i n 

the main part of town. Our o:c,e:rD.t ions and. billet;:; 1·or ~ leeping a r e 

located in the residentiv l area on ton of t h e south hill. ·_;_•he arrang e

men t seems to be al rip: ht fo r oecur i ty r.nd open:. ti ons . One drawback:. 

might be that extra m1ards will ha ve to be y,osted , but we ' ve rlen ty of 

men for that task . 

It ' s S) rt of nice to have the larger building t o eat and rest i n . Ti'1ere 

are some larfte o-oen rooms in t i1e buiJ ding , a.r:d one of lii1 ei11 on t !le secon d. 

floor could be clasJi,:f:'ied a.s an auditorium furn i::;h ect com}:lete with a 
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piano. There are s everal fellows that I know ~ho can play a pi ano , 

but a talented one called Leonard rrobias t akes over the keyboard to 

entertain us with s·ome fa.vori te old melodies - he ' ::; very good. 

I believe that we're very much in need of ::.ome diversion such es t hi s 

ty-pe of entertainment. · ·e 've been wor~ ing over· five months of twenty

four hour s a day Since l anding on th e continent • .:all of the ingredient::> 

a re pr esent that would t lay on one's nerves . Jome of the f ellows have 

already dis9 layed li t tle outbursts to relieve their tensions . That's 

prob abl y better than ~oaie of us who r.ii g ht i{ eep things welled i n to 
' 

burst out at a later date . There ' s al w~ys a tiu1 ply of alcoholic drinks, 

fo r those ·who believe th8t i s t he r emed.y f o:r their troubles . I.ta ny of 

us can and do see~ ~od ' s help, but thot doeon 't alter the setup of our 

p r esent environmen tal ~tructure - the ·: oten ti a l 1 ::J st ill here. 

As t he n ame of the town inilcHtes , we a1e ent ering c reg ion t hat has 

had a strong Germrn i nf luence over tr:e year;:, . :.:omeone has stated that 

t he peo ple have a set of two f lag ::; , ~' rench un d Jermau , that they can 

di splay depending upon wh o' s i n uontro 1 of t i:e city . ·,;e 're aoou t hal f 

way between Luneville ond t r..e Germ2.n border , or thirty miles each way. 

So the fact tha t the peoule mi2ht hrve ~ome reuervtiti ons i n their friend 

line ss , ha s e part in ref lecting s o me of our tensions that builds u9 . 

"Our German translator a 1 ,:1otit got sh ot lat.t r: i9:ht ." .L.en tell~ me one 

mor ning after we hr d been here il1 0ar1·ebourg f o r one week . ·•one of our 

guar ds i::1 town aGked him to a ·oproac r. i.:.nd i de ;-tt i fy hims el f . ·. ell he did 

in D. way - but he arn,wered wi tb hio J e :rms.n l:1.Ccent , [.:.Ilj_ i t wa.::i about too 

much f or the g:uard . It ended al Ti ght, fil'.yway. 11 

"I guess the i n e ident o..oul d be the resul t of t 11e realization of t he 
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guar d thRt we ' re gettinv. close to the German border. It was dark out 

las t night also , with the blacltout and no noon . ~ut why was he out 

wandering a round at• night?" 

After I ' d asked the question , my t hough ts tie in with the time that 

he had asked me if I was Jewish . I'd nearly forgotten about that in

cident , but th i s affair makes me re±~ect back. 

From our vantage point of our billets on the hill we continue to 

wat c h as well as hear the war go on all around us . Large flights of 

our bombers, day and n i ght st rik.e at t he Ger:,1ans irn their own home 

land . They are feeling how it is to be on the receiving end of what 

they ' ve been doing to others . But our rai ds are not without incident 

or casualties . Numerous days I ' ve watched and seen one or two of our 

planes return smok.ing and era.sh into t t e hills or1 our north . •rhe cra sh 

wi ll be followed by a l ar ge billow of smoke and flame. ;,.11 I can do is 

pray that as many as possible coul d parac hut e safely in our own lines . 

Some of the planes are seen limning back to our airfields wit h one or 

t wo engines knocked out. The ::;c ene reminds me o::::· our Airforce song: 

"Coming in on a wing and a. -p rey er ••• " 

''Fellows ! " Brad calls i nto our billets one rno rn ing . "Come outside quick 

i f y ou want to see one of' them I b t1z ' bombs we I ve been hearing about . 11 

Some of us make it outside in time to see a TIObbly ob ject disappear 

over the nearb:;i hills. "It ' s a P--:ood t hing t h at t h e y didn't ha v e t h os e 

t hings a year ago, " 3ud co mments. "11..11-:. I ho pe tha t ttey don I t have too 

many of t hem now. Airplanes ±lyin~ over your head with bombs is 
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frightening enough , but these things are something beyond that . It's 

a ort of like those Jap anese suicide planes that we 've been reading about.'' 

It's thing like the use of such weanons that mak es us keep hoping 

that we can keep on pushing like a team to soon end the war. It 

a l ways has been Hitler 1 s de~ire to divide the ~illies and weaK.en our 

war effort. 

On December the eighth we leave Sarrebourg and continue our push north

east past the towns of Lixeim , Bickenhol t z, Si ev1eller, and Lohr to a 

little farminp: town of Pet erbach. "ie 're billeted i'n -private homes and 

we set u p operations nearby. 

This is winter time, whether or not t he calendar agrees. The weat her 

is wet and cool, and t he roa ds are muddy. "_ie feel f ortunate to be in

side protected from the weather. '.le' ve s een peo r,le u::ie wooden shoes 

before on our trek. through l!'rance , and now we realize more than ever 

their practical use. 

We have the regular chores to perform, but staying more confined inside 

takes some readjuoting of our spare time . There are card games, read

ing, and letter writ inp.: to pass the time . ··, e even have a bet on as to 

who's living in the richeBt home. There ' re some odd guide- lines fo r 

this judging. The house with the largest stac~ of manure pi led in the 

front yard , belongs to the richest farmer . 1J1d i n a way it ma:iites senoe , 

for it means that he has more cattle. Afl.yway , our house ties for f irst, 

or the richest farmer's house . 

Our pus h to t he northeast takes our units to the town of ~itche . 3ut on 

December the 16th , our interce~t reflects the news tha t ' s flashed over 
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our Armed For ces Radi o Network . The Germans under the Command of 

General Von Rundstedt have launched a big counter attack in the Belgian 

~ortion of the Ardennes . 

On December the 22nd we receive orders to n.ove west and north to the 

town of Sarralbe . ".'e reach there by traveling through the smaller 

towns of ottsweiler , Drulingen , and a l ar~er village called Saar Union. 

We ' ve supposedly taken up a defensive posit ion and we ' re closing 

r anks oh t he front . 

our new quarten is a large two story buil1in~ of ,s ome ori~in, and 

ther e are apartment buildings of the same type of design in the blocks 

surr ounding us . Our :Jlee~)ing q_uarters i::; in one of the many ups tairs 

r ooms, and on the floor. our P.Os and other equipment fo r operations 

a r e located in a large courtyard to the ~outh rear of our building. 

"George , " Bud cor:unents af ter we had settled down . '~omeone said that 

we ' d gone to the do gs after we got coi=mac . I g-uess now they could say 

t hat we ' re for the bi1·ds . 1.l'here ' s a pi geon Gompany t hat ' s just moved 

in with us - in the vacant space out front . Come on out and take a 

l ook. " 

we go over t o their outfit and look.around at the trucks with their 

cages of birds. "Pretty fancy birds , 3ud , ·• I tell him. If the Germans 

shoul d ever cut ofi our lines of communic~tions and ent rap us, at least 

we ' l l always be able to get a mel=>,:mge out . ::cybe we ' r e for the uirds 

like you said , but I guess one T!lif?h"t als o say tha t we ' re really banded 

t ogQ'ther . 11 

The German 'break t h ro u~h , •· really wa8 tieri ous and a threat to our lines . 
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This is the Christmas weekend, and monday is Christmas . The newspapers 

in the United States have been making headlines out of the stor ies 

of the Nazi large scale offens ive , or wha t ' s now referred to as the 

' battle of t he b.:i.lge.' Our Ar med l:'orces r,adio I:ie twork informs us about 

what some of these banner headlines consists of:'~azi drive grows in 

fury ; 45 mile gaD torn in U. S. lines ." •~!azi gajning in Luembourg; U.S . 

l oss ,wor st since 3aatan . 11 and: "Yanks hit back but Nazi -put 600 tanks 

and 150,000 men in the battle ." These are a few of the headlines 

mentioned according to our radio. 

~e've been cut off by the Germans before in tr.eir counter attack at 

Avranches. But is the first all-out ,large scale counter atta ck. by 

them since the invasion started . However, like th e time at A.vr anches , 

I continue to have faith in the strength end stri~ing p ower of our 

massive machine . And we hear about some of the r esults of this massive 

machine that strikes out over t he weekend. It ' s again broadcast over 

our rad io news: ''The sun cam e out Satur day for the first time in a 

week, and 4, 000 British and American planes slug rail lines feeding 

the drive. The planes swarmed over the ancient ~ity of Trier fac ing the 

Luxembourg bor der at the s outhei·n end of the RundBtedt line and a 

chain of rail centerd feeding t he German of fensi ve . The Germans lost 

178 planes in large scale do~fi ghts, and at least 50 more were da map.- e d. 

The thunderbolts destroye4 47 trucks i r. one ~aG~ed enemy convoy . Saturday 

niFht 100 Mosquitoes carryinrr 4, 000 nounde r s , slug a German rail center 

on the Rhine near Col blenz . " 

There 1re heavy cosualties on both sides , filld t he heavy f ighting con

tinues. One American corresuondent nas estimated that an unurecedented . . 

concentration of armor and l , OuO , OU0 men face each other in what he 
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forecas t as one of the greatest land bat tles of the war.~he battlefield 

i s an area of 30 mileswide by a little more than 30 miles deep . The 

fighting is in cold-weather and the tr~cks on t h e t anks are freezing. 

Tr oops have to chop through frozen ground in di ~ging fo x hol es and other 

fo rtifi cations. '.i.'he r'rozen ground doeB towever offer advantages , i n that 

it affords easier and faster movement by the vehicles. 

"Merry Christmas , Geo rge." Bud hands me a.nearl y edition of the Stars 

and Stripe s News-paper with the salutation of t he season. 

"Merry Chr istmas to you , also Bud , " I reply . "'11ha.l'l.kS for the pauer . Lets 

hope our next Christmas will be at !'come . " 

S o this is Christmas in Saaralben,France 1944 . ?he copy of the news-

pape r that I now have was printed in ;:. tra.sbourg, Prance . This is a. 

city that reall y isn ' t too far fror,1 here. 'l'he paper is an early printed 

Chri s~mas edition. ~here's the war news , the comics, t he s ports , and 

a pinup girl a s usua l. On t he front page t here ' s a pictur e of Lt . Gen. 

A.M. Patc h and tis Christmas message to t h e ofr'icers and men of the 

Seventh Ar my . It's wri tten in appreciation 01· our combined efforts in: 

•~peeding t he day when, reunited with our fami lies , we may once again 

say ; peace, good viill toward men! " 

As t he Gener al sta tea, maybe we don ' t have too ,:'.UCh to be happy ab out 

t his year , but the Christmas s-oirit canoe a condition of the heart , 

whether here , in a foxhole , or bee le 1, ome . ·::hile we must keep un with 

our o-oerat i ons and other duties , we also try t o rr.a.ke this day a little 

mo r e S1Jecial . '.'le nlace a. f ew a ecorat i ons un , an d our cooks do thei r 

par t in adding to the festivities . ~riting a let ter home today seems 

to be the order for things to do elso - ev eryone tale~ par t . Ther e• ~ 
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the loneliness on the homefront also . '..''/e' ve much to thank God for on 

this day. And, compared with the foot - soldier &nd others in the cold 

foxholes on a l l of the fronts, we can ' t compla in at all. One thing we 

must be certain of even on this day, is that we must not become com-

placent. We're still close tb the Germans in this ar·ea as well as any 

other area - even in the main ' bulge .' 

Most of our members ;:;eem to be quite content on this day. I uav en' t 

noticed any excess driill{.ing, but I know that there's plenty to be had , 

if one desires . And wh~t could be better than to have some nice live 
' 

music on this Chris tmas day? To fulfill this desire or dream , a half 

dozen musicians from the town of Sarralbe are engaged and render their 

talents in music fitting for such a day. They nerform well, and we find 

that Christmas mu~ic is a universal la.~ guage. It's a l&n8uage that 

speaks of peace , and it adds the final touch that CTakes our day . 

Thoughts of Chrh,tmas and peace are nice , but we ' re still surrounded 

by war, so it pays to be alert and keep our ey 0s and ears open. ~ome 

of our biggest victories of our r~olu tionary war came about by the 

enemy d.p i ng too much celebrating of Christr.ias . I ' m think.ing about this 

before our night shift while I'm ~lancing at ~ome articles in our d tars 

and Stripes News·ouper . ''Alert tightened as s·oies work in Allied area . " 

For some reason I think back about ab out our civilian mu~icians . This 

mark.s the f irst time that civi l ians have been pe;:rr.i tted this close to 

our operations . I continue to . read more o:.:· the art icle. "'l'he :?rovost 

Marshal and the French ~adio warned t hat spies and saboteurs in ~llied 

uniforms and civilian clothes were op erating be i:i ind the lineo. an Ar 
article states that four German soldiers , wearing Ame r ican unitorms 

and ridin~ a jeep, were captured by six I,1.Ps in 3elgium. They had three 

loaded machine guns , five hand grenades bnd enough dynamite to blow 
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up a bridge. The three would - be saboteurs were Lieutenants and the 

other was a Sergeant . The four ha d complete i df'..n tification , knew the 

pass wo r d for the day , and ti poke good ~nglish . One of them was born 

in Brooklyn. But t he 1,.1:Ps were susp icious wh en t hey di dn ' t beei when 

we stopped them. " 

The art icle is somet hing to think about, but not to l et my imaginat i on 

work over time and worry about it . I read so me other articles tha t I ' d 

missed, and glance at t he comics on ce more. 

Our night shift nasses without i n ciden ce , as cb es' our shift on th e next 

evening. On · iecinesday , Dec ember the 27th , vie c h~nge bac~ t o t he day 

s h ift . 1'he n ews on t he r ad io confi r ms t he heavy :ri ghting t hat 1 s still 

go i n g on in t he'bulge' area , but that our forces continue to hold . 

Thursday evening after di nner as darknes s closes in, we pr epare f or an 

early good night ' s sleep . 'What's that no i s e?" Ken asts in a startled 

voice. 

There' s no need to answer hi s ques tion, f or the loud swi shing noise 

wi th the exnlos ion a nd vibration t hat f ollows , spea ks t h e answer f or 

him and all of us . 3 u t others in t he bui l i i ng did an~wer a s i f to con

fi rm any doubts : '"'le ' re bei ng sh e l led ! n 'l'her e ' .:i th e sound of 4.u ick. ioot 

s te ps and excited v~ i ces . 

Mor e shel l s whistle in . f ollowed bJ explosions . There' s the thought 

of self survival . ui ck decisions are ma de: "I thi nk I ' 11 p7eo down in 

t he bas ement. It shouln b8 safer t here. Ar e :>1 ou coming? ·· Some of the 

f e llows go d own i n the baoement . 

Others dec i de to r emain upstairs . "If t hey hit us i t won I t make much 



Vl78-- George L. Sanford - page 209- · Just ~ait Soldier 

difference wher e we are!" they exclaim. I decide to stay upstairs in 

the ro om where r 1 ve been. But I take anot her position away from the 

one large window. I·position myself low on the floor , and pull t he bag 

up to protect my face and most of :ny body from an:y s mall flying objects• 

Al l tha t ' b left to be done is to pray - and I do that ferventl y , while 

at the same time thank. ing God for the protection that lie has already 

provided. And my -ora:yers continue. I know that most of the others are 

doing the same thing • .And this ep isode might muk.e ~orne believers out 

o~ any who professed otherwise 

I think. ab out t he f ellov,s who are on shift i n th e HOs, and wonder if 

they're still copy ing. One of t hem soon appears to confirm that they 

were, w1 th the excited new: "A sh ell just landed just six feet away 

from our HO ! rt buried itself in t he ground but it didn ' t explode ." 

If it had exploded it would have disintref-ated the units as well as 

some of our buildi ng. 

Later in the night, after a nearby hit and exploaion , a woman comes in 

our building screaming. "They 've hit our bu i lding~ .s ome of my family 

have been hurt. can an;yoo dy co me and hel"!) me?" 

Whether anybody went over, I don ' t know . nut the ohelling continues 

and a oircle of buildings around us are hit , s o t here must be other 

injuries also . ·.7e have our own safety to realize at t his time - we 're 

the intended tai· get. And in between t he ~eriodo of shelling I f ind time 

to think ab out what has tak. en ulace , und the reeent ar t icle v1e hcid 

read about s :p ies . It s eems evident t hat someone has informed t he enemy 

of our exact location, and it ' s possible tha t someone f rom t hi s town 

is still directing the fire of their guns. I ~omemtari l y wonder about 
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our Christmas musicians. The shells coming in were of a large size, so 

the a rtillery piece must also be large. Since the shelling didn ' t start 

until after dark, it seems obvious that the gun is one that remains 

hidden in the daytime, such as a mobile unit . If the firing should 

cease in the daylight to follow, it would confirm the poss ibilities 

that it's another railway gun that we ' ve been trying to get a fix on. 

t,t:i th de.ylight the firing do es cease. And also very soon after daybreak 

our trucks are loaded and our convoy is headin~ back south at full 

speed. We had no injuries or direct hits ot her th,n the one shell that 

landed next to our HOs. Every building around us had fall en victim to 

the shelling. was it all just luck, or our continued protection by 

God . I f anyone got any sleep last night for any length of time, they 

were lucky. I hear no comf laints about heading back oouth. It ion ' t 

wi t h the idea of es ca·ning the war , for t h a t ' 11 ;:;till surround us . But 

it ' s mandatory that we seek another locat i on away from the known sights 

of the enemy ' s artillery. 

Our convoy travels eight kilometers routh to t he s mall town of Sa ar 

Union, then west four kilometers to the village of Harskirchen . we 

conti nue on another four kil ometers to a l ittle }:lace called .A.ltweiler . 

Until further notice our housekeeping i s s et up in a Chateau called 

Bonne Fontane, or Neuweyer. In this seesaw game of war it's hard to 

a scertain just who had recently occupied this lar ge two story structure . 

This whole area, until f airly recently , has b een under Ger~an cont rol . 

Some of the paintin~ and otter furnishi ngs of the Chateau have been 

previously stored in a cou~le of room~ , l i k e t r easures i n ~ing Tut ' s 

t omb. 

Mos t of the large rooms are downstairs within the center por tion of 
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the ' U' shap ed, inside desi gn. There are stairways on the east and 

west ends of the building that rise to the north. There ' s an open walk

way around the enti r e unstairs leadin~ to the adjacent series of rooms. 

~ e have a roof to keep us dry ! Now if the ~rau t s don' t find out about 

our new location, we'll be alright. 

our intercept o~erations are set up on the east side of the building , 

under cover of some trees . And we're in a heavi ly forested area of 

evergreens. There's a forested ridge about a mile to our north, and 

on our south there ' s a fifteen acre open field. We have an access road 

on the west of the Chateau, running north and s outh connecting a main 

road on the north about one quarter of a. mile away . The access road 

connects another main road on the south, one quarter of a mile away 

also. 

We settle down in these new winter quarters, keeping up with our nets 

as well as the war news - especially t he ' bulge' area where the heavy 

fighting continues . There ' s no more art i llery I°o r us to contend with 

at this location, but we do keep alert f or t hat, or any other danger. 

Until the fi~hting in t h e ' bulf e' is contained , anything is possible. 

Plans are reviewed for the destruction of our records and equipment 

in the event of i mminent ca1) ture. These thoughts stay with us as we 

cont inue to do our work. 

The New Year comes, but there' s no celebr a t ion . l! o civilians a re allow

ed near our operat ions, even th ough llornes are not too far away . ,.,_s if 

to enforce these und eclared r e12=ul ati ons , Cognac do es her part . She 

must ha ve ha d guard duty training a t some t i me with t he Germans . 3 i ll 
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brought it to my attention one time, and soon mos t of us had watched 

her proficiency. With the homes around our area. , the fie l d is an ideal 

spot fo r the people · to take short - cuts - or it used to be. It's a long 

way to either corner of the field , but if a civilian should cut across 

the field for any reason, they now find that they have a very mean

look.ing pol ice dog in their pursuit . i,iaybe i:ihe i ::3 just protec t ing her 

pupa or our unit , or both. The civilians soon learnt"stick to the tree 

area and take the long way around the field. ··rhile most all of these 

peo pl e are French and friendly, she has every ri p;ht to associate any 

stranger to our outfit with the potentials of possible shellings or 

bombings, and so do we. 

Snow falls with the winter weather and s oldiers must have fun. ''Hey, 

George. Abunoh of t he fell ow8 are going sledding on a hill west of 

here . Come on along . " Brad gives the invitation to me. ',Ve are v,,o rking 

n i ght s, and have the day for supposed rest . 

We walk a mile southwest near to a small sett lement, and there, as 

Br ad had outlined , i s a snow covered hil l about 150 feet long an d f our 

real sleds . ''The only cat ch to t he deal, " Br Bd confides to me. nrs 

that you have to share the ride going down the hill with the girl who 

owns the sled. 11 

''Have t o?" I question Brad. ''Either way you s tate t hat, it sounds like 

we've been over here too l ong . n 

The only rea l tro uble s eems to be t hat there ' s not enough sleds and 

girls - or t here are t oo many soldiers. And the ? rench girls must have 

had a poor opi n ion of our steering the Gleds . J ver y time t hat we get 

near the bottom of the hill, the tiled turns over, and we have to help 
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the girls back up on their feet. 

Baok at the Chateau, to hel p fill in our spare time, we once again 

engage in the routine pastimes of reading, card games, and answering 

letters from home. Some of the reading I do, i s f 1·om my Bible. I also 

find time to put some fin ishinf touches on the sk etches that I started 

back at Lyrnington, 3ngland. 

The other work detai l s,such as guard duty, is a part of the life here 

also. For some r eason t hey associate me wit h the road west of our 

Chateau, and I'm ~enerally g iven that post for wa1king at night. our 

group have walked this same road during daylight on some of our 

exp loration treks , and it's been f un . But wal k i nr- t h is s ame road alone 

at night can be mi ghty s carey. There are owls i n these woods, and their 

screeching and hooting at night always s ends ch illing tingles over my 

s pine. I learn to ex~ect t heir noises, out t hey ~l ways catch me off

guard , and I never can qui te relax - may be t hat ' s e ood. 

But I'm lucky in s ome ways on most of these night vigils . Cognac and I 

are good friends , and she t hinks that tru~ing these night time walks 

i s great sp ort. She s t eys a little way~ behi nd me and keeps alert. If 

there should be any enemy confrontation on one of these assignments , 

all I can do is pray that I can get off a warning shot to si gnal the 

other guard or someone wo r r. ing in the HOs . ·:rhe lives of our Company 

i s very much dependent on the guar ds who a r e on duty . And I depend a 

lot on p ra.;yer. 

I always like t he last day of Jan uary beca us e i t ' s my bi rthday. Jut 

another reason for liking it is t he knowledge that it' l l s oon be spring 

and t he snow wi 11 s oon be go ne . f' or my ·01 rthday I r eceive a n ice card 
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and l etter f r om Mom. This i s my second birthda y overseas, and I pray 

that before my next one I ' ll have my feet on good old United States 

soil. 

The end of January this year does bri n g s ome good news from our fight

ing front, ai· ound the German break-throug h . On Decemb er the 23rd, we 

had been informed that the Third Army had launched an attack from the 

south. On January the 3 rd , 19 45 , our radio gave details of an attack 

on the north by our F irst h rmy . And now , by the end of Januar y , we've 

the news that the entire snlient by the enemy has been elir.1inated . The 
I 

Germans had a l oss of over 220 , 000 men and a larg e quantity of 

e quipment of war. 

We had suffered heavily on the front as they had, and to compensate for 

t hat l oss and to prepare for our certa in s:p ri ng offensive , a directive 

i s issued to all units. The or der directs all non- Infantry outfits 

to sc r een their men with phyl::>icals for their possible transfer to 

Infantr y duty. Our unit could be no exce ,, t ion to th is d i r ective • .3ut 

standing order s f r om hi gher aut hority also forb i d s~ch a transfer from 

our unit to Infantry , or to any other service where any possibil i ty of 

oa "Oture ex isted. All of ou r members knew too much to p secret informa t ion 

ab out the enemy, as well as our ovm s et - u p . 

To keep up with t hese d i r e c t ives co ming- f r om two d i rec t ions, and to 

keep the records clean f or pr;yin~ e;y es, we' re i s::;ued order s f r om our 

own officers . :? or t hese required I nfan try phyoi ca.ls in mid- :B' ebruary 

we ' ve been g iven s necia.l i nstru ct ior. s . :r1?r e.:, ent any p r1y::; i cal disability 

that has bothered :; ou in t he past, an d outlin e i t or. ;,io ur e:>:smi r.ati on . 

If you don ' t have i:.,.f1y , t hen we ' 11 maK.. e up one t o s e r ve t he purpose . '' 

I noted my eye t r ouble during t he exami:o,a tion , ·,;hich h as correct . The 
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others set forth their own disabilities as seen. The examinations are 

completed and the records are in order for any i nsp ection that might 

ocour. "rou fellows . are sure a sickly bunch of soldiers for even being 

overseas," an officer notes after readin~ the reports. 

Later in iebruary we receive the n ews that two of our officers, 2nd 

Lieutenants Belou, and Hozich, have been p romoted to .i!' ir~t Lieu tenants. 

They're well liked in o~r clo :::; e - knit organiza t ion, and congratulations 

are in order. They're s t ill in the war with us , but at least they 'll 

get more money • 

Spring isn ' t officially here yet but the weat her is getting nicer . The 

ground is even getting dry i n s , ots. b.nd with th e go od weather comes 

t he news that the front is starLi ng to move a ~ain in the direction of 

Germany. On I!.archl3 , 1945, we receive our ord er s bright a.r.d early . 

"Pack and load your e qu ipment . '.'ie 're movinr, out in an hour." 

It 1 s been quit e a,,hile since our last hectic move from the S1 e l ling. 

Our gear stays mootly pack.ed and rea dy r.1ost o:: the time, so there's no 

big problem in -packing. ',!e 're alone on t hi:::; move, as th e Pi geon Company 

that had been with u~ ea:r lier in th e vii nter, had p r~vi ously gone their 

way. 

The last of our convoy a~e just starting to leave the area when a barrage 

of small shells stai- t v/4izzing i n over us and t he Ghat eau . ·.i.1he ;:;tea dy 

f'iring continues and we uut things i n to high p:ear to clear the area. 

''How's that for a ;:;end..- off? 11 r ask Bill. 

''It's terrific, George ," he rep lies . "It' s almost a s ff OOd as the one 
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we got when we left Saaralben af' ter Chri stma.s. " 

we escupe from whatever was us ing us as a tar get , without an~ casual

ties, and continue eastward at a slower pace yust the village of 

Rarskirchen, to t he lar~e r town of Saar Union . In~tead 01 proceeding 

north at this Doint to the city of Saars lben where we were shelled, we 

veer o:ff on another road and travel in a n ortheasterly direction for 

8 k ilometer s to a farm just before t h e village of Oer mingen . Thi~ 

-p laces us on the map 8 k ilometer s east of .:iaaralben , or Sarralbe as 

it is shown on some maps. ,i.nd our :t'i rst outdoor re,siden ce for this 

year is the Lutterbacherhof Flirm, which s ports the address of Poste 

Oermingen. 

"\'fell Bud , I fsUess it ' s rbout time to air out our nnptents B?"Bin . " 

''I don ' t mind too r.mch , " he re plies . "L t leatit it isn't muddy - no t 

yet anyway , even thou~ h it'ti threatenin~ a li t tle . I t ~ink that we ' re 

really be:ter off outside vii th more f'res n air f or sleeping. 

"One thing that 1 could do \.lr.i thout, though, i::> t be noise I' rom our 

nearby artil le ry uni ts. I guess vrn ne ,~d to hove ti'1 em, t no ugh . 'l1hey 

sound like the same baoies that serenaded us ~ hen we were on the Seine 

Hi ver west of l;v ris . '' 

We finish setting u :') our tents and try to rret a l ittle rest before 

our night shift on interce'Pt . -~ he ,) tr.e1· cr ;.;w h, E.. lrea dy i n ope r o t ion . 

The other men ~o ab ,.rnt their resnect ive ~obs , s uci:l as cleaning an d 

refueling the ve hic.;les . r.:.'n e crew on the chu ctC. v;a~on ,"co ab out tr. air 

never- ending job of tryi ng to i eed 150 men , one d o~ . a nd s everal pu ps. 

After our evening meal, Cap t a in Jones i ni' orms u~ 01' the detai ls 
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su rrounding our hostil e farewell shelling fro m the Chateau thi~ morn

ing. our co mmunications with the ? ifteenth Cor ;;s has a p.:ain been 

established. ''The shellinR" we wen t t hr ough t l~ is ~:-,orninP-" was from our 

own guns of a Ta~k Company. ~hey were gettin~ in some targ et pr actice 

firing at the hill to our north and over our hea ds , under the -pre

sumpt ion th8t our unit had moved out the day before ," he inf orms us . 

Our copy at n i ~ht is relatively quiet , ·out t he arti l lery ba:-rrage is 

everyt-hing but quiet. It 1 s a go od nig ht to read s ,Jme f rom my Bible, 

between copy . ~here ' s also a lit tle th~nder of J ed ' s creation that 

get s into the act . I pray l ike the others tha t most of t l: is mail is 

going out . And from the booming ec hoes of tte guns through the network 

of canyons leading away from us, we can tell as the sound fades , that 

it is. But sometimes t iiere rue cross eci1oes t tat ca i...se me to wonder 

whether it ' s coming ,o r go ing out . L emories f ro1:1 terrifyins nights , that 

are like these , I'm sure will long be with me. dut I also know t ri at the 

comfort experience thu.t I receive f r o:n res.d ing God ' ::, word will be a. 

par t of such memories . 

Once back at the Chateau , we had a period of s ilence f or two days f rom 

the Ger man rad io nets. It was cause to have 11.s : e~ r tha t t h ey had lea rn

ed about our complete 'r.. :.owl edge of their radio operati ons . But they 

started in a gain with their reF"ular call- signs and procedures . 'Je 're 

still haunted with those though ts ev ery ti~e there 1 s an extende u 

period of silence. 

I try doi n~ some d rawin~ d ur ing so~e of th e qu iet ~eriods , but th e 

results are not t o o satisfac tory . ':::: in~;::i nr e genen.1ll y t oo tense . ·:.i e 're 

either try ing to strE: in our ear f or a d i stant v;ea k. ::;ignal , or l:iearching 
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for another station. l:,nd concen. trat ed listening is t he impor tant j ob . 

The artillery barrage continues for four da ys befo r e our gunners 

advance to new nositions to resume their ceaseless pounding of the 

enemy . They ' ve softened up the front fo r our attaclr on Germany. 1:e 1 ve 

seen new waves of our f i ghter planes dive- bo~bing tar gets again in this 

a ll-out effo r t . There ' re the flights of the larger bombers also . 

The s queeze play on Genna.ny is now on , from all fronts . The F.ed .tnny 

star ted their mie hty offensive aimed at the final destruction of the 

Nazi Ar mies on t he ~astern ? ront i n mid- January . An equal ly powerful 

assault was launched on February the Z:lrd, by th e ·:restern .b.ll ied Armies 

who were poised on the western bor der of Ger m&ny . On !-larch the 7th , a 

f a s t moving Armored Division of the U. S . First Lr my captured a rai lroad 

bridge ove r the Rhine Ei ver at l~emag en that was partially intact . The 

a dva nce sounds easy on paper , but there are still lots of casualties 

and suffer i ng for every advance . For the soldier , sometimes the risk 

of death beats sweating out an uncertain fate in a wet f oxhole during 

winter. 

On March the 19th, it ' s time once more for us to move ahead . It ' s just 

a c oupl e of days oef ore Sp ring and th e weat ner seems just a lit t le nicer. 

Our r esumed outdoor life has the prospects of being better , if such 

a co ndition coul d ever be that way in time of war . ·:e ' re i:i ti l l in France, 

but t he names of the towns tha t we :oa ss thr ough have the new German 

s ound . We were 30 kilometers from the German border when our convoy 

started out this morning . 'l'he towns we ~)a::,.s through in·e Oermingen , 

Kalbausen , Achen , and GrotiS Rederching . 3ill s aid t hat the name of that 

last town sounded like a mixtu r e of Chines e , and so it does . _;,..nd n imling 
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is the name of our new bivouac area . i.' i e 're in a wooded place on a 

northeast slope above the town of Obergailbach. 

There 1 s something about this new place that s eems to demand that we 

don't do any wandering around. Tie 've been warned by our officer s , and 

i f that isn't enoue-:h there are those familiar warning signs : ''G-efahr, 

Mines. or Danger r: ines ! "Anyway, i t itm't for us to question ,their 

warnings, and we remai n good little f ellows by doing our jobs and stay

ing close to home-base for the next two days . bven Cognac stays around 

close - that is with the aid of a leash. Of course there' s one advantage 

that is if we can 't walk around and explore , it's certain that excent 

from air, the enemy can ' t p.:et too close to us either. 

·,ve 've a late start from our mine fieldo at Himling on I1Iarch 21, 1945 , 

leaving in the afternoon. It's the first day of Spring s o maybe we nave 

an excuse, besides not havinf order s to move until now . 

There've been some warning signs put up ahead concerning the road con

ditions. One of them reads: 'TJ)rive carefully, .0eat h Is So Perme.nent." 

"That woul d be a good one to put up back home , 11 3ud comm en ts . And he 

reads another one that our Army has erected . as we approach it: 11·;1s.rning ! 

This section of the road is under observation of the enemy and arti l lery 

fire. Drive with care!" 

Our convoy spaces out as we increase sneed . 

We pass tr.rough the towns of Guiderk.irch, .:;pping , ·rolm:1nster which is 

in France, and then to ~:ornbach , which i ::. our f irst town in Germany . 
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"It's now 1800 hours ! '' Bill announces , marking the occasion. 

We continue past Rombach i n a more northerl~ direction to the key 

defense town on the Siegfried Line, zwe ibruecken. The small city 

shows the tell-ta.le signs of all - out warfare . It has had a severe 

t aste of the bombings, strafings, and milita.r~' fire , with the mopping 

up oper ations by our Infantry. The fighting has been reoent , within 

a day for some of it. There are out a few peopl e on the streets, and 

those we see aren't very anxious to show their faces . We don ' t have 

the desire to linger there very long either. 

At an intersection, our convoy breaks off the mai n road to another 

r oa d that leads to the base of a hill or r idge - and the start of 

the Siegfried Line . As we start up the hill on the road running 

parallel with the fort ifications , ~~en hus been l ooking out over the 

s i de of the truck at the road up ahead. '~here•~ a dead German lay

ing in the road that the trucks are r unning over! " he announces. 

We ha d noticed several dead soldiers alonp- the road before . \'lhe ther 

we a ctually ran over this one , I ' m not sure, but I take his word for 

it . Of course as 13rad comments: "I ~uess he wouldn 't know the di ffe r 

ence - it ' s just the idea. We ' re in no position to get out and move 

him , even i f we wanted to. " 

We proceed up the hill along side the :fortiiications for about two 

miles. }'or our work ,ve seem to love to be on the h ighest l>O int ar o und . 

aftd we seem to find it alonR side of some bunK eYs and tank traps. 

It ' s getting late , so it comes as no supri se when the good old •~ • 
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rations are distributed - at least we'll eat. And for afew minutes 

we enjoy a meal, while the rest of the crew sets up operations . "So 

this is the famous Siefried Line," Bud comments. "Up close, where we 

are, it doesn't seem very fierce , but I wouldn't want to approach it 

when it was fully oJrnra ting by the ener.iy. · ii th the mine fields on 

eaoh side of the tiger- teeth for the tank traps , and then with all of 

the light and heavy gun turrets, it could present quite an obstacle 

for any trespasser." 

"I guess that what we see is only a very s ~all portion of the fo rti. 

fiaations," Andre adds. They ' re like icebergs, and they have more 

underground than they do on top . If they're li~e the diagrams I've 

seen of the ones on the l'i:ag inot Line , they go down f or as many as 

five stories. There're rooos for munitions on the lower floo r, with 

other floors available for sleeuing , ea.t i ng and recreation. J<iachinery 

fills up other levels. There's a connecting elevato r to the different 

levels. Enou~h steel and concrete i ci on ton to wi thstand quite heavy 

bombs. " 

"Well thanks, fellows ," I conclude after we hc.:.d iinished eating. 1.rhat 

was real interesting." 

We hurry to set up our !)upter~ ts before it gets too dark. ''I ' ve :::;een 

pioture s of some of these fort if icat ions, :3ud , " I relate. '1Bu t I 

never dreamed that I ' d be sleep ing on t ou of it . ~ome oi th e rooms 

might be under our camp area. 'i' hut g ive::; me an o1d f eeling . " 

"I don ' t believe that I'd like to car.~!) here very long, or for the 

f un of it, '' he adds . "You lik.e to write :::o r.rs - r:1a.ybe you coul j writ e 

a sonp,- about it. You ~now, lik.e; 1 ·:1e ' re ter1t i n p: ton i ght on the old 
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Siegfried Line , Give it a try sometime, George ." 

''Let u o hurry and i,:et thio pupt en t up , }3i;_d, n I inject . "I think. we 

both need some rest or Sleep. " 

And we v.e t a little rest before starting our night shift . About day 

break we 're told by a guard that he has noticed some s~oke coming 

from an air ven t at one of the bunkers or r,illbox. nr alerted the 

officers and some men . They're on their way over there now to investi

gate." 

The warning alerts us also , and we check our tirearrns - just in case . 

A short while later we see u group returning from the -pillbox. '~'here 

are two Ger man soldiers walking in front of th em , with their hands 

in back of their heads. They ' ll be transported back to Cor ps. 

Later we learn thei r story f or being th ere fro m our German interpreter, 

who questioned them . 'i'hey had been sick , und \'ihen they had returned 

to rejoin t heir outfit , it had left . That was their s'tory anywb.y . 

I've often wondered about the busineso of ::;uri·endering on eit her side. 

There're certain times when it would be imposoible to ~urrender even 

if desired. Those flyinp.: a p lane or driving a tank don 't always have 

an opportunity , nor do thoB e on the recei vinf end of s uch E.n a soaul t. 

The Infantry in battle doesn't aJ.wa.ys h2ve the time to take prisoners , 

and s o they s re just shot . Then the revenp-e tor a dead buddy a l so olays 

in the picture. So the enemy has a little bet tey chance f or survi val 

if they surrender to troops not en~ag-ed in the actual fron t line kill

ing. But th en in war circumstances do not &lways turn out a.s t ti ey may 

be planned . 
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On March 24th, 1945, we leave the ' Great ·:tall or Germany ' early in 

the morning on a roa.d in the familiar northeast direction. '.'l e pass cities 

that we can locate later on the map: Kas hofen , :.:artinshoehe, Landstuhl , 

and Kaiserlautern. P.ccordi ng to another tri:,vel ·oook. of Bill 's, Kaiser

lau tern ·1::, a city o!." about 50,v OU, o.nd is located 40 miles west of 

Mannheim, which is a much larger city on the Ehine ~iver. It exi s ted 

a s early as 800, and it i::i quite a manu:fac tu ring center. :B'rea erick. 1, 

built a castle here i n the year of 1152, but i t was later destroyed by 

the French in 1700 . so, th is -olace has been the scene of many rnili tary 

engagements - and we' re a dding another one to t.h e ' lh,t . 

F rom here we proceed past the towns of .2nkenbach , Ramsen, ~isenber g , 

and Eberts heim, to a ul ace nea1· the villa.ge of ~uiriheim. At t his 

location we set up f or a two-day period of operat i ons . 

On March the 26th , we ' re again going on our way northeast toward the 

Rhine Rive r. The to~ms we pass , for so~e reason their numes all seem 

to end with the letters of ' eim.' ?:indenhe im, -~leim , :.ionsheim , .Pfedder

sheim, Pfiffligheim , and Leiselreim . I f we were to p roceed over the 

ridge that we're now on , and. p:o south for severa l miles we would come 

to t he city of Worms. And "Forms , a ce ordin.P.:- to our lit t le book, has a 

h istory that dates beet to tte 1ea1s beiure Jtrist . It ' ti located 10 

miles north, or down river from If armheir.i , a.'1.d .t.as & population of near ly 

40 , 000 . •··orm::i has been th e bcene of man;y ba ttles by the ea1· l:J .:.omans , 

invading Huns led by _:.,.ttila , and t h e i:a -poleo1. ic · :a.rs . ,.s a p roteatant 

stro nghold with [. hio t ory surrounding t h e .£ol;y- . . O~.'lan .)!1pire, it wao 

s llb jected to severe renrh,w s . 

So , the city h1::::; a very intere;c,ting hh ;tory, an. J i1a;;; been 1·eb uilt 

s everal times. An other rebui lJi ng: wi 11 be ci ne , if the city h u::; been 
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besieged like some of the other towns that we went through today . It 's 

remarkable that through all of these turmoils, the vineyards thrive. 

and the wine is p ro·duced like it has since the city was founded. 

Instead of travelinp.: south to '.';onns . we p roceed n orth on th e east slope 

of the ridge that overlooks the ~hine F.iver a nd Valley. We go north for 

only one mile to set up our operations in an open area overlooking t he 

Rhine . There' s no camoufle.g e. or cover of trees a1·ound , so we' 11 have 

to get through this one on faith . '.'! e s r..ould be in the habit of doing 

it t hat way b~, now. anyway . But there are some recently dug ditches 

below us - several lineu of them . They resemble the start of some 

water or sewer project for a city t hat isn ' t her e. ·:re &re told, a s 

maybe we could ho. ve ~uessed. tr.at tney are '.folk~s turm t renches. Or 

trenches made by and fo r the German 's ?eo ples Ar my. They could be used 

by us i n an emergency . but there ' s always the dcinger of booby -t1·aps in 

such a nlace. 

We p itch our tents i n scattered fash i on arou~d th e site , and then start 

up operations. This is one of our to n of the wo rld locations where we 

get good radio r e cent i on from a lot of the batt le :fronts . Tra ff ic is 

heavy and I receive one clear- tex t messa~e from a Gerr.ia.n Artillery 

unit stating t hat they heve sighted an American column a dvancing along 

a certain sector. Of course the message i..; ln German . bu-::; rr:any of their 

words are easil;y t ra.nslat e d with j ust a l ittle ;..; t udy. I vrnnder just 

how t he s 1 tuati on will turn out - i f 1,hey v~ i l l f i r e on the co l umn • or 

if the column can be warned , or tI' their ar tL.lery can be dest r.:oyed by 

our aircraft . 1:heir lives are of conce::_·n , but I ' ll never k. nov.1 the out 

come of this humf.l.n dr ar:i.a. lieunwh ile I co nti nue to copy . 
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Ile finish our day shift of operations and enjoy a nice hot meal that 

our cooks have prepared . After cleaning up , we walk down to looccloser 

a t the t r enches. Then we sit down and t r.lk , while we watch the w.ar being 

fought below and in f ront of us . P rom up here th e river doesn ' t look 

to o big • .. !e have a -pontoon bridge a.cross the ~,hine at a position below 

and slightly south of wh ere we are. At least we can guess tha t there ' s 

a bridge the r e. A dense smoKe screen has b e en s et up to hide most of 

the activ ities tak.i:Qg p lace th ere . ·:ie do have artillery gunners in 

o pera tion on either side of the bridge . ~hey Dre at least four miles 

away from us, and vih ile we hear very little of t he firing , we can s ee 

t he belching of their runs , and s ee the smoke from the tar gets they 

hi t on a.head. I t's u1,•mys the softenin_g-- up -orocess for another advance. 

I t ' s getting late when I return t o our ~ent area. I had stayed outside 

at this observation po int l onger than I s hould have remained. i.:ost of 

t h e gang are in their tents; so me are asleeu , and some a r e talk. i ng. LIY 

l ate return to our tent bri n,,·s a near hos ti le re□ark f rom t h e occu:9an t 

of another tent . 11 •ri:iho ' s walk i ng around out there'?" comes the challenge . 

"It ' s just me," I reply, as I i d en tify ,~ys el f . "I'm on r.1y way to bed . " 

''You ' d better watch out wh ere you are after dark, " comes their warni ng. 

"You co-uld get shot easily around here." 

I respect their concern - and my owh neuk alt;O . I hurry a little faster 

b a ck to ouf tent which isn't too far away . ~ueh are ~he f ears of whr -

of hunting , and beinB hunted . These feart; have been with us fr oo the 

star t and they ' re natural. 1.1 hey are natural, ar,-:;wa;1 , for □an who believes 
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in peaceful coexistence. our fears have increased more since our entry 

into the Gerrne n fatherland. In if'rance we were t he li be rat ors, but in 

this reg ion we're tEe occupiers. 

The smoke- s creen still su rrounds the brid~e sec t ~on of the river the 

next morning, and t he r unners keep clear ing t h e nath ahead. Our pos ition 

may seem secret and isolated to us , but someone mus t know where we are, 

for today we recei ve some mail and a copy of t he ;:; tars and Stripes 

Newspay.,er. 

This edition of the pa :9er wa s printed in :r-iarw y , ~1 rance, on J11 rida~ , 

Jf.aroh ~ . 1945 . That was f our day ;;. ago . S o t h ut ' s -pretty good delivery 

service. The previous editions of the pape r were pr i nted in Strasbourg . 

There are a few ~ore comics in t h is edition. ~hey must fee l t h at we 

need more laughs . Be s i c'i eo "Up Front, " by 1.:auld.in, there are ''Lil Abner, 

Blondie, Dick Tracy , Abbie an Sl a ts , and 1.re rry and the Pirates." The;, 

are all good for a few laug hs, and they t ake our me mories back to more 

peaceful times. 

Besides the snorts news, ~ost of the stories are devoted to the war. 

There' re it ems about t h e J ap i~.1ar , and t he 3as t ern , or r:u "'s ian :B' ront. 

Yost of thio war news is devoted to our sector . "German;:; ' Escaue Ga n 

cut to 30 Miles; Airforce Rake Retreat Sec tor; ~7 Cages Bulge; and 

Allies Strike Foe F rom Dawn To Twili?'.'ht ""i t h 8 , UOO Pl a nes - t hi s is 

the biggest beating: s i nce ' D' day . " r:i.'h es e a r e a f ew of the headlines, 

but ther e are man y rr.or e follow - up stories, and c t n.er items that relate 

to our own encounters. There' s a s to ry [;. bout ou r f e l lows re turn ing t o 

the town of Bi tche - t his time to stay . . ·, Cha ,il ain ha ::; submit ted a 
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poem which is in tribute to the men who fought and died to hol d the 

l ine of the German breakthrough last winter. The article reca lls memor

ies to me of the General of the Pa ratroop Division who was a sked last 

wint er by the Germans to surrender . His answer came back. with the 

publiciz ed slanf wor d of, "liuts . " Thi s was a tribute to the defender s 

of Ba stogne. 

"There are no pin- up eirls in this edition," i:en comments to me . 

''I 've noticed that something was mh,:;;ing ,Ken, '' I r ep l y . "That'::; hard on 

our moral e too . 'l1 here ' s un article written ttbout p inup girls , however . 

Some of our colored soldiers a re ask ing for equal co verage for colo r ed 

p inu p gi r ls. Or should that be uncoverage? They say that while ,·,h ite girls 

are attractive , there are some very nice - l o oking colored girl s that 

a rrpeal more to t r. em. Do ;you have an~ comment?" 

''None what so ever , George, " he un swers . "I gu ess that :oro blem il:3 just 

b etwe en them and the newspe:p er. " 

By the evening of the 29th, it's quiet i n the direction of our bridge-

he ad a c r oss the Rhine, &nd obJer vat ion co nf irms tha t our artillery 

ha s moved on ahead . The fo l lowing morning , Thursday, llarch 29th , we 

a.re anxious t o join them in tn,.vel. · 1e circle back oouth on t he ridge 

to t h e main r oa d that takes us down to and a c ro s s the Rhine ?.iver on 

t he pontoon bridge. Crossing t h is natural barrier gives U-=> the feeling 

t hat we ' re real l y in Germany . J1~an y of our ot t er _..,_r my Un i ts have a lready , 

or are now crossing the : .hine. ';'~e ' re closing i n on the heart of tt e 

German hornelan d . 

Again we i::ass throuph several vil laf.' eS wr.ocs nam es end with the letter::; 

'Heim ' - Nordheim , a nd :rattenheim. ·::e t r.en co 1,tinue or: p&st the towns of 
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Biblis, Gross Hausen, Lorsch, and Bensheirn. Along the way, we Bee as 

always, the destruction that the path of war has made. None of it 

seems to be as total a s what was seen in ~o r ~a ndy , but it ' s still here . 

Znemy strongholds have been hit with art illery an d bombs . Rail centers 

and many bridges have been destroyed , but i:,ome have been left intact 

for our own adv an ta.ge i n our swift ad van oe . ;_1/e come across burned- out 

convoys by the side of the road, and other overtu rned vehicles of war. 

Their gas sh ortEig e ha.s made it mandatory t hat ~any of t heir veh icil.es 

be converted so that they can be pu l led by hor s es. So there are dead 
' 

horses, as well as sol dier s , to be s een • .r'or whatever reason, we have 

already noted that the u eople i n Germany clean up the dead, or bury 

them ;faster than i t was ob :-; erved in I:'rar:.ce. 

We s et u-p operations outside the town of :Bensheir.i and b y the castle 

Schoenbe r g - it' s an over ni~ht a ffair. There' ti t i me to ~eep up with 

our co py, and get i n two nice wa rm meals. ;:, ome f ellows don ' t care rnuc h 

for the reconstituted powdered e~gs f or bre~~fa~t . But tne cooks do 

their best to make t he m appetizing an d I t h i nk t hey do a pretty goo d 

job. I bring uu t he sub j ect of our ea ts , i ncluding the eggs , to J.Jldre . 

"I don't mind them , George," he replies. ",.t leaat an d moBt of our 

other food are a lot better the best of the Ger man f ood t hat we got 

baolc in France near Peter::>bach. That w&a tt1e time, at the start of the 

German break through, and our lines were a li tt le extended . ~e ~ere 

short of our own rations or f ood , but we h&d so□e captured German 

supplies t ha t we we re using . You remembe r thi t, don'~ y ou?" 

"I k.eep trying to :for~et about it , Andre . I oeli eve t hat t r..ey canned 

the worms with the uppl es and other f r ui t t o add more pirot~in. 1i.nd a s 
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fa r the meat, I don ' t know ~hat kind of animal it wa s f rom , a s there 

wasn't any label, out they sure didn ' t waste anything in that either. 

So , even without that i n ~ i nd , I believe that our quartermas ter and 

cooks deserve a big bouquet . '' 

Today i s Friday , 1.rarch 30 , 1945 , as we return to the town of Bensheim 

and head no r th through a light to heavily forested region . rr he land

scape looks deceivin~l;y peace1ul in s p ots . lnid muut be the northern 

porti on of t he Black ]'orest ;-.an ge , or whate ver the name for it may be 

in German . The ground under th e trees in n:ost places i s f ree from any 

f a llen brush. It resembles a park in many wa~1s to se e the smooth needle 

strewn ground undernea t h the evergreens . One can imagine that ever·y thi ng 

burnable has been salva v ed f or fuel i n their homes. This is a part of 

the scene. 

Our route takes us nast Zwin~enber~ . Bickenba ch , ~anstadt, and then 

turning more eas twF.rd , we p-o post :-.ossdor f , Dieburf- , ::: ichen , and 

rlein Umstaat . Our bivouac a1ea is at a nlace ~alled Tad heim , ~hicb is 

just outside of Gr oss ~ms tadt . 

In this hilly rer:ion with its meny car.yens twisting in evc1·y d irec t ion, 

we ere once again on to p of a hill , to hear a ~d see the war continue to 

take its toll, before us . As some of ~he fellows state d before we ' ve • 
seen and heard as much ab out the war as c..ny one else tak. ing part. :.:a;ybe 

our observa tions ht.ve been more from r.. d istwice , ou"t it ' ::> always there 

a.round us. And t he war isn ' t over with yet, as 3111 just informed me . 

About tv,en t;; - f ive6.to ou r- northeast l i es th e c ity of ,~schaffenb ur g . 
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The city i s si tuated on the Main ~iver . Thie i~ a large river which 

hati its s ource east of here in the Bohemian ?orest , near the Czechoslo

vakian border . It f'l ow:::; lj k.e a f; ib.nt sr. ake , winding its way in large 

loops f rom east to west, eating its path oy cities li~e Ba mberg, and 

As chaffenburg until it joins forces with the ~l1ine ~iver farthe r t o the 

west. 

But there ' s some thing besides water that' s flo~ing into the city today. 

\'le ' v e finally caught up with our JU.·ti ller;y 80i:ipa!1ies . The :y ' ve fo r med a 

semi- circle around the stubbor nly defended ci t:y of AS chaffenburg . :,'or 

five days we watch as the a1tillery , aided by our ~i r fo rce bombers , 

give the c ity a r elentles~ uounding . ~mo~e rolls from the ruins . 

This is the sc ene that is cons tant l y before our e~es when we're not 

performing our operational duti e s , or olcepinf . 3ut there are ti f ew 

other activi ties goinp; on • .Jeoide ... ... ne ,~ossibilit ies of having rounded 

up a few bottles of cognac , our presence has recult ed in the capture 

of five :orisoners . ·J.
1ha.t would am ount to the average of one per day. 

And speaking of Co~mac , our ..:·aithful Cognac i~ once more the pr oud 

mother of nine pu:,os . ''Eey1 fe llows , you fo r got t,1e cig-ar~ this t ime, " 

someon e complains. Jut they in:::o rm u::; that it's only fo r the :ti rs t 

event that s uch a ceremony iH ob~erved . Beside :::; , they're f resh out 

of ci~ars. 

Our travels on April the 5th , trkes us nort heast na ut tte town o~ 

Gross Os theim , ,.nd throuizh what i .,, l ett ot th e city of .,i,schaffenbur F-° . 

'11he Si~ht of th e r uins bring out many comment :3 . ·,· ,hat a 1oeos and I ' 1.1 
I 

gl ad we were not on the ree; eivinp. end here in t hi;,:, nlece . " 

~"T e now travel in a more r.o.sterly di r ection ,,£: ~t Eoesbac;h , and a crosti 
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the Me.in River. ' !hile at th is :point , the Mai n River i s ma.K.ing a l oop 

up fr om the south , we cont inue east t o the c ity of Lohr and once again 

we are near the banks of th e liai. n ? i ver. \'le s et up ope:ra.t i on s near the 

outskirts of t he city . I ' m with t he day sb ift , and wo so ~:-:;ht to wor ~ . 

"It sounds l i ke we ' re t r yi ng to keep up with our gwm.era . ?f u 11d oornmsnts 

a s we listen t he the background noise of our a r till ery . 

Later in t he af t ernoon we r e cei ve what Bil l t e:.r::!ed "'Phn v,e:.comiug 

oom.mit tee . " 1.rher e 's th e roar of the pl ar1es a nd th€' etsccat oi t. ', 0 

machine - gun fire a.s the J erri es sp1·a;;i a n a rea ne& -r our ~o,· n •.,v : - 1 ...., . . ) 

againa1; regul at ions, but all of our crew head 3 out the doc£ t0 s~Pk 

addit i onal pr otection b esi des our vehi cle. This 8 eems t o b e t~e -,~~ 

when t he rule of' self pr es er vation t e kes over . 

Tha t was the last of the i r u.nwel come V' i S i t du ring ou 1· t wo- day £t~J ::-~t 

Lohr. '3ut we are rep r emanded fo r l eav ing our listen ing ·posts . "'!·" :! '?len 

will n ot l eave your l i s tening posts unt i l y ou 're given the orde ~~ t 0 

do ao! " Uomes the r eminde r . 

We are moving fast, an d our :nove on 3a t ur da y , Apri l 7th , t a kes _ us iu a 

northerly di re ct ion . :·ie pa s s th e t owns of 11:arjoss , Jossa, und Brue 0k. enau. 

We set up our bivouac and op e r at ions just outsi de of the town of 

Brueokenau, at a pl a c e called 'Tolk.ers . 

''I thi nk I ' ve hear d of t he cit y of 3ruec ;cenau. 11 Zen COl'!:'Dents while we 

ar e s e tt i ng up . 

"I ltn ow t hat I ' ve heard eb out Vo l kers on the ne,.·;s , 11 Bi l l a dds . 'wrhere ' s 

an old Mona stery u~ t here on the hill . This i ~ a si te of a Ru ss ian 

prisoner-of-war camp - or what e ver e l s e they ca.re .i to put i n here. 
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And that wasn't very long ago, either, from the looks of things." 

"So, this i::::i one of those camps," I add, "The country 8.round here is 

fairly or,en except fart her awa y from camp. I ~uess they preferred suoh 

an open place to i{eep t r ack of t he many prisoners . '' 

we start up our operations soon after our a.rr:i.va.l • .and a s if it were 

a part of the script, eerly in t il e aften1oon we ' r e again 3ree te,1 b_y 

our welcoming commit tee. ·. i i th or wit hout orders , t.b. e:re i~ s. hurri ed 

exit f rom the uni ts by t r.a time t he firing of ti1eir ~! 
.J.. -....! 

barely recognized. Sort of a 'bottle-ne ck 1 is cr~r..: ted 1~.:,i t:-rn u.on c"'.- '~i10 

rear of the units, but by s ome mean;;, of fate eY0:;J 'Y""iJ·,, :.:o.c111eiir~.:: 

Lieutemant , makes it saf ely over tte side . ::J c:]•1 :i:1,3 !:•. ··, •, havo .. ;i· .. 

order to leave our posts and abandon our units £0~ a iew mi~utos 

becauue there was no further co mment about our cor~c ,:; rn f ..., ·,. SU.!'Vi "?'t,2. 

that we expressed.· 

On April the 7th, we lea«e the environment of Yolkers and continue 

northeast past the village of Oberweissenbr unn , -~o the town of 

Bischofsheim. From here we chang e our direct ion of travel to s outh.eas t 

to the village of Neui::ltadt .n11 Der Saa l e. ,uid .:3ad :reustadt is t..he site 

of ou:r new operations. ·;;e've traveled from f o:.:ty t o ::ifty miles today 

which is nes.r ly as much as our l a st ,~ove. ··.re ;;3 ) Ot ' .. gd. several planes 

on ou:r travels th is raorning, b t~t for sor.ie reason tl:ey left u s alone. 

~e hope they don't feel obligat ed to give Ub c:: ot~er welcome on our 

arrival. 

The weather seems ty pical for t he month of ~pril . ~e ' ve had a few 

Bhowe:rs of rain already this month, but so far t od1;::;y it has j ust b <:1en 

threatening . But it does seem rather nice to :.'i~~(i. . 1....t t;. ''l.°!; we v:1:.1 have 
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billets in the east wing of t he castle-like s tructure. It'a called 

"Haus , 11 or castle "Salzburg. 11 rt seems rat her fancy, or novel, to be 

staying at a castle. 'There are seve1·al wi ngs to t he castle , and we ' re 

in the east wing. There are some Germans livin~ ~n part of the west 

wing who maybe a.re the owners . ''Find yourself :."'. :t~o~," c omes the invita

tion from our Cautain. Three of us find a ro om on the sedond floor of 

a corner of the wing. ~ e 've a lar~e bay wi ndow tha~ ov9rlooks the c our t 

yard. I look twice at the large window, ·,:,.h::..: '? 1·:,. :--.::...1 -~~-1t; tta.t t he le.st 

time we lived in a place with a window t r.i l:;; ;;;izc ·:,us in Bs.aralbe:a . 

France. They gave us a shelling on that enco unt.'7r - buy, i -i:. oouldn' t 

happen again. '.1..' here are n ice thick walls her~ r:r:.~;w.--:..y. 

There's just time to pack. in our ·belonging':, , ci:..!, a '£' ·r,9:t. ir;.:1~ i:u:·, 

look a.round a little, before we resu.me t he :r:e -::. ,. ,_,. · 0· ,-.- c1.,, :· 3,, ~ ,., .. , : 

The other duties s eem to go on n lso • .After oy ::3 ►,5.:ft on :tnte:r·:J9pt · .t'..f. 

a warm meal, I tak.e up guard dut i es. Our E08 r;.:.;.i ":C,t:):::·:.).oo:J.. are 100-9:t-;ed 
' 

in an area to the north of the cas t l e a.'1.d 0:1::. s).'J~pin.:; q-:::.arters. lf.'Y 

post i s t~ k.eep watch over this section of oper!rtions . It seems like 

an easy assignment tonight, and t he time pa.so(W a_t;. i c,;.2.y. I t ' s s oon 

d.ark, but I gradually become used to seeing t ;_ , -ih~~. es and out lines of 

object s. There has been a Ger!Ilan plane flsir1 ~7 o-,r,:,~- t)-:e distri ct, but 

there's no need to worry as l ong as we ~ee~ ~u~ ~:aJ~Ju~ s ecure. :t ' a 

ten o'clock. and a Je rry hes just ma.de a..""l.ot he!· ~~a:.;~ ~-:o:::- the cas t l e. I 

hear the sound of voices as a door fro□ one of ou.r 1i0.o opens bri af:Ly. 

A lone figure starts to walk away fro-::: the ve h i cl e . and the1·e 's the· 

brig ht glare of a fl~shlir-ht as he tries to find his vmy in t h e da:~k. . 

"Turn out that lig hti II I order. 



Vl78- George L. Sanford --page 234- Just '.:Tait Soldier 

~all me 'Sir' when you address me so l dier!" His reply astonishes me. 

As he keeps the light on, I order again: "l'urn out ~our lig~tl I oa.n't 

see who you are. Step f orward and be recognozedo" Oh bo:_:,i l thinlr, \·;hat 

have we here? None of our officers would be foolish or: 1::u.gb. to 1:1n,'l nn 

suoh a beacon light, and none would i nni st on the 'Si 1:' ".)u~iinQss ." c ~ 

a guard. 

He comes forward , and I recognize him as a new 1.ieutBnPJ)t. .,:.b.ci"t hB~' 

just been assigned to our nni t. !{is use of the flii.£hl:l.gtt l~ud u G·~ 

seemed to bother him. He seemed more of fen ded t he.-t hf:. tst T,ot bef:ln 

addressed by the resuect of his ran k o:::- 'Slr . 1 

"Thank you Lieutenant, " I reply. ''I cou ld n ot see who you were in the 

darkness. But the main point is t ha t a Ger::1an p lan e just flew over head 

a.nd we' re sup-posed 'to be having black-out Y':'f;Ula ti 1:ms • .,1,s long a s I 'm 

on guard, those regulations will b e enforced ani t her e' l l be no more 

use of the flashli ght outside. That is all, Sir ," I conclude. 

I told Brad eoout the incident the next ::1ornin3. i n ca::: e something 

more should devel op out of the c onfrontation. I d~.dn' t re:port the inci

dent, and I was sure that the Lieutenant would~ 1 t. o :::-:i.n g ~P -';:; he matter 

either. 

"He graduated from Off i cers I Scriool G,coat '.) !".e ::on th &g,.., , 11 Brad t:aforms 

me, as if to excuse his behavior . 

Operations seem to proceed qui t e 

alone • .After another day ' s sh i ft 

smo ot h l~ a ~ ~he Jerries l ea ve us 

to do a little explor ing a.1 ound b:y ~J':c cl,L .· 
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south. I take along my comera,and I have Bill take my pictur e while 

I ' m s t en di ng on the ruins of one corner am look ing at a watch tower to 

the east. The pictur e, i f it turns out alright, should show $8Veral 

deciduous trees and shrubs. Some of thede old castles hava quite a 

history dating back many hundred years. llear s o:ne of t hese old castles, 

caves hav e been found going back to the early history o:f JDan. 

The village near our loca tion is :N eustadt An Der Saal e , which describes 

i ts location by saying that it's on the Saale River. Alt boagh we can't 

see t h~ river , we can see the canyon of t he r i ver- bed. I t winds i n 

from the south to the north and curving Rradua.11:; to t h'3 wc :~t . There 

i sn ' t t ime to do any exploring down the r e - bi.l t it "': i ?bt i. e fun~ :1t~ 

nf4me Bad Neusta dt implies that t here ar e fac iiti;:~os f,):i· 1~>.· ,L,s b.u-

but we'll have to get by with using j us t a )01 , q ~ 

a l l of the water that we save vii ~h t his ::-out::.:::~.,. J'..1.J r,,11;....,~~~-t.s 

t he issue comes up. 

, .... ·. , ...... 
r ... •-• 

we ge t i n one more full day of operat ion before i't 1 s 1. i :ne ~o do Rnme , 

mor e traveling. Today iB Friday, April 13th , ·1b€~1 :J'J :cocc-,l-vu ~h9 c:,••'!.ere .. 

We al:,o recet ve some other orders fro m our co. r:1he Ga.y t ain. we.nts to 

have ever yone report outside to the nort h of the ~astle. 3ring a l l of 

your belongings with you, and don' t lo s1 an~; of tr.,~:-:1 o:,. th.e truck.a." 

No one seems to Know the reason f or tne oyder~ for this unusua l command 

of what appears to be an i m-oending in::;? ec:.io~ . '':)'J.rB :i.;:; no't to woncier 

why, " Bud qu otes the old saying . '13ut tc.i .. 'is t~e fi r 3 t time that we I ve 

had an inspection overseas. " 

But we soon find out. the reason from our Cap tain, when we l ine up. "The 

Germans who live in the west wing of the Castle, r e; ort tha t s ome 
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valuable jewelry has been stolen. nI '11 n ot stand fo r l ootin_g l iks that. 

in my cu t fi t. I f you I v e t a ~en th e :oosoessions . or know of 1,h e pe:raon 

that did, please step forward at this time." 

AB no one s t eps forward, a half-hearted eff' or-:; i s m~d.e 1; o :f '.!"1 sk t, hr~ ~; ~r

and search their belongings . Not hing i s reported f ou.nd .. T-h.1:'>re wse S 0 '-111~ 

comment about th e i n ci dent l ater wh en the men were bJ t hemeal ves a ~hil~ 

no one approved of any loot i ng, t hey didn ' t l i ~e ~o be acc~sad of it 

by the Germans, or t hat their wor d could be ;J.Sed ove1· 0 11:r word . 3u t 

there was real ly no suf fering on our part ,so maybe the af fair s erved 

as a pacifying act of di~lomacy for the fut ur e ~s e cf t he bui l ding by 

other t r oops in this war. "But ours is not to v,o~d9r why." Bud again 

repeat a. 

It' s been a different departure anyway, everyone agrees ~ ~e•re soon 

l oaded and on our way somewhere. ,,.,.,,,-here' s it p:oi ng to be t,h is time ? " 

I ask Brad. 

"Your guess is as good as mine , 11 he answers. "13ut we I r e coming u p t o 

higher rnount~ins on all sides of us. The;; ' re j ust north of us now, and 

if we proceed east anymor e than f i fty mj_les , wc ' J. l ei t hor ha ve t o cross 

the mountains or go south. ~hat ' s your opinion , ~en? " 

"We' r e about 200 miles southwe s t of :aerl in at ~- r:~ : :, :.: G 1:_-;_,) p _. If '-'1 H wo::-e 

going there, we could g o back a littl e wes i. 2, 1:i go ·.1;., "~)· o · ir,,l t ha1 vmy. 

But :fr om the news rei:orts , the Firs t 1-~rm~ i··, :.:.::'; ___ ,:;"';~·-:· ·,··. ,:ei"i :-.. -i''\ 

from ab-out this same distance, and t he ~.us::..,; :l.f?.:'.:.-:. t.1 ~- .;: t ~ rt i Uf +,. 

up to the city from the oppos ite direct ion , '_,_,: , ,_• ,::; . . :.L L. 0 :>J>••- ......... ·· ~~-.,, '= 

cross-fire, I thinlc I' 11 guide our convoy ::' ou t h l:,,s,::: or!') t oo • ong " ... . . 
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our direction of t r avel is east, past the towns Roedelmeir, and Saal, 

to the t own of Koenigshofen. Ken's speculation is right because from 

here we tur n more southeast t o : raraldsweisach, and then cu rving a little 

more nor therly we go through the towns of Pfarrweisa.ch, a.net Duer mhof. 

We had observed ~ome German -planes earlier in th is r:iorning ·1 s travels. 

and now before we can reach our destination, a ~roup of FW 190s fly 

ove r us on some st rafinf? missions. They make s everal pa.:is e:3, and \Ha 

have to take s ome e vaoive tactics. trothing i ~ i.i.l•J , but i t .?, ives u., a 

scare. They seem determined to escort us nearl;; in 1, 0 ou-:: .-:av, hi' ~a,:; 

area - a place called Lig htenstein . 

We are at another castle, and it adds t.o t t c grow:l..nt: J.J. i:>7. t;>f :; ... ~,. 1,-8 

that we've either stayed in ,o r nearb9 . Thil:: ,.;a stle i ~ ~':'c.t soo ~•:,'-)",•~ 

old, according to our source of informat.i.on. •·,re ' re al ::J o sr:. r>v-.c ta£ J:; ·•:£.

tion acros s the valley ot some caves that acntHi~ 37i Qenc~ o~ early 

As if these ~rounds were off-limits, the Jerrieti leave us alone. we get 

in two days of good copy during our stay. I fi nd time to get another 

p ictur e of me nosed in f ront of t he Ge.stle before we leave. "A coupl e 

of war -reli cs ," ~ud kids as he snaps t he sh~t~er . ~bile I might be get

ting t o l ook like e war-relic, the battle of time i~ sure also s howing 

on these ruins . There's been a battl e of ,:mrs here, and. the 800 

year battle with the elements of the ~·,ea ther. ""'hG wid t; h of these walls 

i s huge , with most of them oeinr. two o 1· t r.ree :.:ec:. 

The direct ion of our travel~predicted by Ken , contin~es to hold t rue. 

We 're on our wa y s outh, this Sunday morning, ).p r:i.l the 15th, 1945. we 

pass thr ough the towns of Xal tenbourn, Rat tel$dorf, and Hallsta dt to 

the outskirts of the city of Bamberg. i:ien:: aga1:t'.. on oa:r. ~;ravels, \Ht 
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meet another twist o:: t he :.~ain ::C: i ver that we i'irst encountered near 

the city o~ ,tscha.1'fen\.mrg . ·!e 1 re closer to th e i:,Qurce of the river at 

this p oint. ':'..1he :1i ~her mounta ins a.re only aoout fortJ miles east from 

thi s town, e nd we 1 re nea r to 75 ~iles fr om the Czechos l ova~ia border. 

There ' s another river cal led the I~egnitz t ha t joins t h e l.la:Ln F.iver a t 

this location. 

Bamberg is a city of 45 , 800 peo 9le, an d boa;:;t s o:f u rN.1v1if Leen t 

Byzantine Cathedral, according to our e::.cort of t..f.O tr~vel guidEl~ 1t 

was built in the year of 1100. ',;,' he l i sts o:: ti:irn;,; ::.,t.:'J. ·.f.b-0;;1:,nJJ !': '{ -~ 1» 

long, including nearly everyt hing f r o;n mnsi cal 'i.n):lt, ::·u;:1e11t :~ 1: ..:; t ~ ·.: :.··. :

The top of the l i ~t , however, seems t o be b0e~. ~id whilG we ' re on the 

subject of beer, Bill informs me of some of the a ctivi ties that beer, 

directly or indirectl;v play ed a part i n . a r on.nd Bru-uberg: and s 0rne o:" the 

larger cities to our south, s uch a s ;.:un i ch . w:ne Nazi :psr·t~1 had its be

ginning in :Hunieh 9 t:nd the :aeer Hall Eutsch to ok place the r e in 1923. 

So you can ::.ay that this city and the on e ti t o the . sou t h were some of 

Hitler' s favorite Btomuing r-ro.unds, a.nd i:azi stronghold_. Hitler •s ri se 

to power must be larg e l y ere di ted to th e l arg e nuo be :r of fanatical 

youth wl:o worBhiued him - it oan be j u:., t f;.. r e ra i r;_der t o uo of what 1 s in 

this now more'-peacei'ul 1 re~ion." 

Soon after our arrival i n our bivouac a r ea. in the woods near Bambe r g, 

some of the fellows round uu c nother uix nrisoners of t h i s not so 

fanatical youth. S ome me!:"1be:rs of oul· sr..i~t ~t'.,:.e &:1othe r one of ou r 

customary walks ,and come a.c r oss the boo ies of .:31 x 1~:ore Ha. z:'.. t hat had 

been shot as the;y tiat aroun d a campfir e i:-:-1 the wc·o 3-s . ·;i3 leave ~.beo· where 

they lay - a burial s quad wo :1 ld tak e c t--i.:r·e c;:;_· .ce;:-1 :at0:r~ '.:'.hG l'.i C:E:U-'} b1 .. ~ngs 

up the gruesome subject concera i ng the strL,:., ·r ... r ,,:f t. _:.. ,_. vH.J.u.9..b~ r-1 
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nossessions of the e~e~y dead, such as cutt ing their fingers to remove 

rings . r :ion't believe that Ioou.ld develo j. a'\;;tor.1ach" to do that . 

It ht.is been t he desire of' the Nazi to d.omin~te the wo r ld wi th a i:;o

called su ner- r~ ce of i ncl.i viduali:. iden "t;ifi ed wit h certain anatomic fea

tures of their s pecifications . I've ear l ier seen this same fanatical 

idea express by our own Geroan trwislLtor . But the GerQ&.n.S ai·e not alone 

in this field of racis m. ~eve~al of our colored troo ps from an artillerJ 

uni t hcd re-r.ortedly been murdered down by a : i ver. ':.1i:e::::-e -.-ms no s tated 

motiv e for the crj me. '.l.'wo of our Jewi sr. boyl:l comr.:ented about the incident 

in a non- sym~athetic ia~hion . I like d the fellows , but dinae they had 

ma.de the r eme.rKs in front of □e, I co ulun ' t ou~ .. act.i.'ulJ.y ""' ~k them a 

quest ion about their remar~s . ,r.!hy is j t tha t :;on i'el::.ows of a rac e 

that hus really been Htenped on, doD' t nesitut o t o s top on nnother 

equal l ;/ troddened race? 11 

"Oh, t hat ' s R different oi tuation, TT wau \..he:i r o:.::1:y r r.i1) l .Y. 

Some of our intercent crew hi::ve _:\icked ur ;.;o r-J:: Ge r ma n cleat-text 

c an deci nher the r.iessage that 1::$ presented • .,,.i' tcL n ,.nnin~: t.r. ~ r:?.ill rlf 

t r anslato r s , it reaches the right one oi' our -:.:!.an;;::;2..&t. o~-~s n".1. hos5 A.~e 

j us t German cuss words , " he announceo calml y. 

But t t e r,ords i1a d l:lDl!le overall meaning ott. er tho.r: ~u.st being swe&r 

words . This was againBt tneir onerating :crocecb re. It means that there' s 

a dan~erous brea.~down in i .. heir radio d icil')line - et lea.s t in t his unit 

of thei r s . 

The war ' s. still p.-oin;i on , but i t's with i11iorr:1c..tion like this , a dded 

with the fact t hat we ' ve been ~ovi ng thirt~ to iorty ~iles on a near 
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schedule of every two oY t hree days, t hat gives us much encouragement. 

On ~ednesday, April 18th, we keen up our fast previous pace by con

tinuinB on -past t,he tovms of Hirchaid , and :B' orcbheiro , to a place near 

Ratbsberg . "'!e traveled close to 35 mi les ;:;o uth today. Our ~et- up for 

operations and slee-ping i::, in an a pple orchard . It i.)Ti ngs back ml3lno:ries 

of our start in ~ ranee, even though the t rees in thi~ orchard s eem t o 

be in better shane - t Ley're not ~hot off . 

"Oh no!" Bud comments ::.s oome Ger ~;11.m pla:nt1B start r,tyaf i.ng the t::i..g ;_,.,a ~ 

near our area after dark . ~ wau horing tha~ we ' i off 

their ulunes by nov1. l'h i ~ i s going t o b e anothe r o :1e of .- h ose nights ., .., 

"Just hang in t tare. :3ud , r! I reply. They 've s t i il got a st l ng left, b1it 

one of these days there won't oe a n.y room remaining to land. t hei.r 

Luftwaffe. n 

As if it w2s a conservation measure.thei r plan es hide out in the day

time. ~ut there's another a ctivity ta~ing ~lace in the day - and at 

night~ A duel'. of shello from n earb;y a.1· tillery uni ts p1·esents a weird 

phenominon . &s they travel to one side, but high over our area. Either 

from a coeting on the ~hells , or fro m an atmoopheric dis turbance, they 

leave e ghost-l i~e tracing of t heir paths. 

These surroundings of war a re with us f or t hree of cur four days a t 

P.aths berg • '.l1he Jerri es keep U}') their n i~n t J.s f l i g1: ts i n a harrassi ng 

manner to disturb a n;y attenpt for s oli i :::;leep •. -.nc. there ha s been the 

artillery. But as it has been previouBly, ~hen it becom~~ too quiet, 

then it's time to move on • 

.And we're again rol ling~south through 
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observe tte effects of our bombinf-S re~lly have infl icted . on the 

larger buildings. The wal ls oi □any of them have either b een chopped 

off, or left wit h large ~a ~ing holes. Some of th e corners of the bombed 

buildings have been -:,ro :p1,eci U"!) with t i mbers, and families can be seen 

living in these e::iq;o.,ed roor.1s. 1.i1 he -oeo ple have already cleaned up large 

piles of rubble and they' r e wor~ing on oth er piles . 

"fe f inal ly pas s through Huernberg, and continue pa,:_;t the t owns of Stein 

Bei Nuer nber g , ~rottenbach , Dietersdorf, and Schubac h to a pl a c e named 

Ka mmers t ein. ':Je 've travele:i fifty miles sou th th:roug h the tirt hp l ace of 

the Na zi war machine. ~e set up operati ons in th i ~ t ighor plBteau 

regi on under threatening Apri l sities . ;.s ,: prec!iu~loil i:.,-·b: :i.r:.. t !-:: 2 ;,;.> ~ 

rain, we put our t ent on a little knoll and nH.K2 ti 3. it '; /"_ ~;.· :)1tl1il i~ 

The Jer ries seem to leave u~ a l one, at le&s i th e tir~~ n i ght . ~~ ~i~ 

get a f ew showers, and it ' s s t ill qu i te over uast . '11;i;'b0 t tl.:t,·~ ·•.' 

planes were grounded. 

S ome mai l rea9hes us todl?.y, and oy prize io a lett e r f:r om ;/om. I.t 's 

given to me while I'm still on shift, and I t ak e the time t o read it 

between co py of r slow net. ~ost of t he nets have been going slower 

lately. At home , everything is 5oing good - or so sha info~ms me. There ' s 

a lot of news concerning the reaction of the peo i:le over t he death of 

?resident Roosevelt , and ~he plans f or his funeral - the nat ion is still 

quite saddened . This i~ her fir~t letter to reach me s i n ce his death on 

April 12, 1945 . 

The President ha d died the day before we left 3ad Neustadt, but we heard 

about it on the day .;hat we were leaving fo r Li1; htenste in . ~::e were sad

dened by the news then also , but we' d been to b~sy to dwell too much on 

it. Her news in the letter brings the mat-ce :::- 7; 0 light again. 
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The ? r esident was our Gor.unander - in- Chief , and it ' o beginning to sink 

int~ t we 've lost our leader. Although we continue our drive , we' re 

noticing and thinking , 8t least to ouroel ves, that we' d be needing 

some good leadership fast. I f eel good knowing that at this point 

of the war we 're close to cr ushing the N~ zi war mbchine . 

It seems that we' re nevel' s& tisfi ed . ;"!e didn't like the enemy strafing 

at our other bivouac ereas , and here at :i:arr.merstei n we cont inue to 

comnlein about the equally continuous rcins. ?eally though for myself, 

I sort of like t:1e !"!Oisture, nn d prefer it to the atto.eks by thei-r 

n lanes. 'lhere ' s a l ~o 8TI encournging ti1-Jught J ,-.~-.ve , t tt...t it: W8 1 
J:'!; .•c t. 

tin2: wet, then t r~e ene~y L , F;e t t inf :.. do ~,:> o:t' it tc d&.rr:;A:rJ r-·1 Ei r __ · ;;.:.. +-

now, t here has been attempts v; itr..in the ~.JI).:-· .; c.i :rc l e '"~ ca .. l it, 111.;t.>, 

but Hitler eliminE: ted t his opposition c.-nd vov1ed to fi gig ._n tl) vi,J1 1, r.:,i 

- or the end . 

The rains i ncrease their torr ent i al volu~e , m;.d on Arril t he 25th, du r

in~ tr.e night: several of ~he fellow~ take s h elter in the truc~s after 

their puuten ts are flooded out. ',''e 're i n luck with our::, , a.s it stays 

relatively dry i nside. ~ut there ' ti alway~ a little spray as the l arge 

raindro~s hit the outside of the canvas. 

The morning of Ayril the 26th , f indti us pack i ng- so me soggy gear s uch as 

tents, as we pre-pare for another nush south. :e travel back. to the town 

of Schwa bach, and then ·e roceed south t h rot.:gh ~i.edr. i tzheir.iba.ch , P:faf fen

hofen, ~oth, and :)ietfurt, to an area outside· of' the city of ltowheim. 

As we travel oouth vie '11 fZr adually oc r,-e ttinr, t.J.t a. hig-her elevat ion. The 

Al ps s.re now less t han GOU :niles further cl) utb. ·:;e ' ve t1·aveled ?5 miles 

today, anrt that puts us i~ a uosition on tt ~ map of abo~t halfwa~ between 
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Nuer nberg and the larger cit~· of Muhchen or ;.:unich . 

The weather h&s in-proved at our new location , \·1i th s ome sunshine re 

placinr the r ein fo r awhile . ~veryone has u t hence to air out some 

of tbeir wet gear , and jt won ' t be too lonR before it drie s out . Of 

course this is ~till Anril and the mont h oi ~bower s, so we can expect 

mor e. ~ut when the sun comes out li~e t h is , so do the ene~y p lanes on 

their stra:f i nft :nius i ons. '!1hey ' ve been bothering us lately l ike flies 

dur ing harvest season. Tnin~s a.re fai rly quiet , and then two of them 

come ro6.rJng i n real low to avoid anti- ~iroraft fi re. J ut they 're 

n ot hif-h enou~h to &void g1-o und fire, and our ~revious ly quiet guns 

return their strafinr machine ... r:;un fi re. '.Phere' ::, S!JOke i:ouring from 

both ~l anes a s they di ve and crash in a c rumpled- uu mess somewhere 

s outh of a small hi l l,abeo.d of us. 1'he ilies ha d gotten a little too 

pesky and we ' d taken a dwat at them. 

"How come I always □isu mol:lt of the excitement? 11 j ill co-mplain s 

jokingly later when he 1 1~ heard the news . 

"You ' ll learn to ~'.:.ick ar-o und cam n afte r this , 11 T t e l: him. 1":.'he-re did 

Y oug go anyway? " 

"'1Tell, 11 he confi des. •~:ie had s o:ne exciter.1ent a l 1 J:: cu:! iwn. · - i:- .• 1~:i 

fo r what was sunposed to oe a ~hort exploring ~al~, u nn we anJ~~ ~! 

bri ngi nR be ck three German Dri::wners who ji;~ t ~-:i,.nted vv sn..r tE.•rdr,r 'G 'l 

us . Of course , we hc:i a little persuasion of f i ru yo~~r t o b6 ck us u~~" 

There ' s CO "!JY on bOme of the nets , but it ' o :,11 muc t"~ .;;lower . our J ii.hsr 

a ct ivities seem to r::a k.e --l~' f or it, however . I receive another German 

clear-t e :-t mess::.:~es ir.di eating i oreru~ :iovm o:f their d :.ci_o l ine, or 'ti.hat 

someone had ca'"' t ured one of their trHn;:; --: i tters intact . "Der vaderla:'.ld 
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haben sie ka!)ut - a.ot ist ~u t - Heil Hitler . 11 r:1ha.t I s the way I received 

and turn it i n e. long wi th t he call sign of t r: e stat ion. 

···e eyain h1::ve our 01·der ::; to :.iove on the r.,on.ing of Apr:i.l t h e 28-t,h,, nu r 

stay here ila::; bear~ two dtj.:; ::; , and it 1
;3 gett :i.n~· t oo qu j_ e t f or U :;$ v,:-w 

hsve become ti part of '.: te action. •~ru s rnyon e ssen :,:ir.g? '' ,Jom1::;,,:, a , ten 

from the do ~ ' s owner • • =inf! i s one of Cogna c 1
;:; ,...ups , :::rid a f a.v0 1·:i.t,; r,n0 

with all of us . :'her e 's a f rant i c las t ':l -:. :rn te ;:;earch, bu t he ' s not 

lQcated, and it's time to roll . 

our convoy n rocee ds southerly again and through the towns of Donauwcerth , 

Zirgesheim, Ln d ,:;ender~ing en. ~·• l ittle oe;yond thi s t own we cross the 

f am ous :)anube ~-.i ver . 11It i oesr, 1 t look. very o lue to ~e, ·1 I comment a.s 

we r a ttle across the n ontoon - made b r idge. 

"I t sure doesn't, " 3ud un i::mc rs . ''It l ooko ~ore ~ rey or muddy-brown. 1.rhey 

could bring a ~oo d s ize bo~ t un th iti river . Tt sure is large." 

After cro sti in~ the ~)a nube , vie tr~ vel a li t tle east a.r:d soon cross another 

river called tr.e Le ch . '~i1 heti e rivers n-,u ti t get ::1u ddy from al 1 of the 

glacier oilt , " I tell 'oud . '11rhe l anube i::, :.:l ov, in[; ev.ti t fr om t h e .Aus trian 

alpine country , un d th i s one i s ::10·:Ji.ni?:" ::.ore :·rorn the sou th . The;y 1:1ust 

j oin togetner not t,J o f ar east oi' i1e :re . !I 

~ e continue e£ st na8t ~ town n~re e d ~a i n , t o 2 ~lnue cul l r d B&yerdilling . 

This is our ca'."'.!p in<:: s, ot :or to c.c..y. · hen we c r os s ed ➔• hl 7.)c:~n-~be e ::,.rJ.:i er , 

T bec::tme anxious to find ot;. t :.:or e .').oou7- t t.__ :i.iver. ~.:: ~,'J . \--e ' d ZG"t - u -c 

·opera.tjons , I p:ot out our ::;mall t r·avel rru ici.e . _'he .)a~·.n:,•;; :: ~ t b.r .:l_ -_, n_d 

lonees t • "'I ..(! river, t.na one o~ 

i s 17 25 miles l ong , a nd a~t81· 

empties into the 3 lack s ea on t:~s .. ;,. . . u.!'i.iu!l L:oas t. j_1her,, a r e 3 ;J0 ':.:.r ibu t 

e ries of the ""Janube, and one oi ti1e ::; e is t :ie Lech :ctive _::._· t hat we crossed 
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today . Q;it o: t he :::oo triotA~arie s of t he Dar. •tbe , 60 01 t L.em o.r e 

rn::i. v i ;::ab l e by r i. vo r c r uf t. '.i.'he Dari ube i t sc l:f i ;:; navigable 1600 mi les 

by r i ver craf t, a n d t hi::J .-:i l age ta=-.e~ i t t o a r- 0L1t of :.co uileG :·s~r the:r 

is a t a tow~ ca lleJ Ul2 . 'L'he control o:!.- t rie .ut:.::ube !.12'ld. its delta bl:., 

been t he cause of "::Wy 'i:ars . One can i ma~ine t::at i t wu.::.: ,. i ~.l er' :

desire to ~tin con tro~ of tti ti river , ttat i~il~unce d the 1Pci~1o: 

of his :as t i n v~~i0~ of t~at country . 

''Thank y ou i' o:.:- yo i..:. r bo ok , :hll . " I t cl:i. i1 i D w.; I ho.n d i! i m back. t h e 

t rave l g-u i de . ' 'T hr t :.:ia t:n'o1} i.:; qui t o a 1· l ver . " 

Th e wea t her 1 8 fai rly ~ood , wi th hi~h t tin ci oadi ness . J e d on' t have 

any strafing a tta cks on our a ~ri vt:.l , and: it' ::; an unpre ciated feeling . 

~ut t h~re i s s ome s ·:-oracU c ar: t i - a i r c raf t ::·i re f r om a ~·ound the va lle:y 

surrotrndinQ'. us . :~fter we s et UT' ope ::·a ~j on::; an d ca-:i n n e a r some l ow trees , 

s everal of us wal~ nor t h to an op en s r ot to ob~e1 ve just wbat i s tak ing 

--p lace . ,·re see t h e exi ·lodi ng sh ell s L..o the y a1·e fired into the sky, bllt 

t here are no n la.ne s vist. ble. ·:re s e arc h in b ae;k of the she l l f ire, and 

t hen l ook wa y ah ead where we S}.)Ot ther:i . ·.rne enemy planes are f ast , and 

t h e y man ap.-e t o Keep a lot of distance &hea d o: the r'ir i ng . 

''Those muut b e some of t u e new Ge r mun :: iWl t~n }.' l anes we ' ve b een hearing 

a b out l a tely. '' And r e t e l l o us . /1/rhe;y don ' t .,,,u a r.-ropelle r , but rely on 

w"at i s call ed J'et ',)r OY':J.loi on . ·,1-;ev c: -r.p e~~ -."'. +o ... ,,vc " t g o.... t· J ~ r _ l , ., c.. ~ ., i;a, <e: l:.; ,:rOil . ·,: vel"J l& . 

·r 

1:> ome of t h e s e l ittle !!a s-et s bef ore t hls t i ~e . " 

The firing cont i n ues 

c omica l si delig ht of a ve ... .,..y oer J· O'li:l ···a r ' -.J - ... , · • 
\ \ I • &., '"- • • • ,. • J 

rang e yet. " I en cour a ge . 
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''Happy Jirthday!" '~ hut'::; ti1e merry sound th at greet u s soon after our 

return to the bivouac area. Our cook is all ready f or some ty pe of very 

snecial occas ion . ~Ie has r,r e nared a. sm~ll cak e deco:cated v.: j _t h one Hingle 

candle r laced on the ton of it. 

'".¥ho has the birthday? '' I inquire from him~ 

''We all do," he re-plies with a big grin. "Our 3253rd ..; igna.l ;-._) r.-n- 1 -'; cc 

Com11any is just one year old ·today. ii1here ar e some S!c' al l cu -peak.es fo:r 

everyone, and a few oth er s mall items t hat we 've teen s aving just for 

this birthday. " 

1rhere are many tha nk.s expresssed to our cooks, and to everyone elsa 

connected vlith thio get together. '.:1here'~ Dl ent::,i f or everyone, and for 

those who are on s ::ift, who are personally delivered some o:f these g oodies 

'Trom London to nearly across Ger ma.~y. It has been quite a trip, and 

one that's n ot quite over with yet." I comr.-:.ent to Andre. 

' "Not as long as there' s a. war going on, and t he Germans want to k.eep 

shooting, it 1 s not over," he replies. Our intercept traffii1 is slowing 

down, which is a p:ood t h inP:- , and encouraging. ',.:his twenty four hour 

around the clock vigi l hes been quite a strain , and it's beginni ng 

to show. " 

'Ve k.eep un the fa.st pace of tr&vel by a ga i n raovL1g- on .i':.}"'r:i.l tn(, 29th. 

Our convoy g oes SJ utheai:; t in t h e dire c-:; :l on QI ; ~u ,· ~ ch. ',ir- ·· ..: :,:t hG-;►e 1:1. 

liking to travel on SunJay, as t his i ~ t he third SundaJ in a row thRt 

we've been so inclined. Our destination t~at we r ea c ~ todaJ i B n~~r 

the town of _;;.ichach , at a place called Ober .. '5. ttclbae:l:. . On our t.r·>l- veJs 

to here today, ·we passed through the tovm::: of Holzhei[11 • . t e.£>.r. , .:::.'.::-::. 
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b n ' h ··· "'1· 1-1. have bi".!. l ets i n some 1'ri va te buildings, v.nd we O er ;:Jernoac .• :e .. ~ 

set U:" oneraticms outsio.e , and near by . 

i,·any o:~ the Ger:Jan 1)eO"'.)le have for so me time r.ov; lived. Viit !1 the i l l 11&ion 

that they are the :::iuoerion r ac e. '.:.'heir i dol hus bee1.: the l•'n".!.d ~r, ~ , '1<31' , 

whom many of them wors :i i De d nearly as a God. ~hH, 5.s e-5pec 5.a 1.J.y t Y1"!'' of 

the Ge rman ;youth, whose devoti on to him wt:.s far..at ic . '.i'he i; total d~"Otton 

is r egard,3d t;::, being Ei tler 1 .; secret wea.r on i n the i:,uc css B of fuli"i l l i n g 

his ambition for total do:ninat ion of others. :11here ma~ have been s ome 

Ge r mans who had r·eservations about many of his me thods used for an;,' 

such achievements, but they ~new enour h to be q_uiet or leave the count,ry. 

It's a hard pill for ::w.n;y of tr1em to swallow, to ::;ee the ar mies of other 

governments ~utan end to their domination by conquering, and move in 

as the conquerors and the one:::i in charge. There are some Germans near 

our billets who own oome ni ce dogs. One of these men has some dachshunds. 

If the Germans were strivin~ for a master race of dogs, this breed might 

be one of the, top conte,,iers. ";:hey are Ger man originals, wit h long bodies 

and ears to match . ~he owner of theoe dof s has exnressd the fear that 

the Americans would either tak.e or ha rm his },ri zed do gs . 'l'o offset his 

fear s for such a p o;:;;sible future, he t e. kes t h e drastic ::;-i;eps dur·ing 

the night of killing tr.em - putt ing ther.:i to ulee p in a' hu,-nane way . 1 

Our s t ay at Ober .} i ttelsbach is brief for tt a p11 .d od ot jnst overnight. 

~itnd our direc t ion oi travel is a g1;.i n sout .teast i :.: t :~t::; .:1 ~. r ~c t i ori of t;rie 

measure u o to the criteria establitihed by t he ti O ~ell e i ma~t e r T BO G , 
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t,'or our tra~rels on t~!i S lest day of Ar ril, we go back to Aichach , and 

t hen n ro ceed on thro ugh .: lingen , v:oo lomoos , Zei tlbach , and Unter :aachern 

to a -place called Gu endin ~. ·;e 've traveled about forty mi les today , which 

is the same distance of t r avel of the proceeding day . 

Our billets a t Guending are very near the very infu:n ous Dachau concen

tration ca□p • It!:> re-outati on as a death cump is widel y ltn own . It's 

the so - ca l led J e ws that have mo i n ly b een exter::1ina t ed her e , and the 

hug e total i s not reP..lly ~nown at this time. From the fa i rly cozy rooms 

of our b illet s , or ~ro □ the worling qu~rters of our UOs , it' u hard to 

realize that we ' re nea!' such a n lace . Yet sor.rn of t.t e i r staff t hat i·an 

the death house ma:; hav e been st l!. tioned. i n t i:e::hl v e ry rooms. 1'her e ' s 

some physical evide nce o: tr. eir expre~o ed f eolintts , shown 0~1 J O.,,'.· ..: f 

their :ner sonal articles lei't be hi nd i n tl.e ir h a •,ty exi 1:. {; :'\~ su.0 r j ·, &r: 

that I f ind on a !::>helf i s a ~ i cture b oo t{. s howing ti cnte of T' l e Oul'] . , 

Nazi conquests . Jt s ~. ows many of' the leu.ders and ~en o:',.' t hei1• v~ ~; r 

ma cl!tine, in tr.e couYitrie s that the); had inva.J.0d e.t ttat. t :Lme~ ':r,~ :"d ; ,H,'l 
' 

time fo r me to ful ly study or look ut the book, b~t I put it in wi th 

s ome of my belonr-: ng~ to l ook at later . 

S ome of our fe l l ows desir:e a closer l oo '.:.. at t he concem;r a tion camp. 

They arr i ve back later i n tr:e even ing v;i th t heir firs t hand gri zzly 

observations . There a1~e f indings o::· lar.. psnades made frora human sk ins . 

This is the wo :rkin? ~ of t he master race. 

Our stay a t Gue ndi ng i s a ~hort two days , and I' m glad to move fro m 

such surroundi ngo . ·..,i oday is Lay 2nd, a.:o we ag:ain tak e u p our travel in 

the southeast di r ection toward :,:uni o n . ·:e hlwe :nany r easons t o feel 

rather optimi st i c at this time . ,. true i n dication s.s t o the outcome 
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of this terrible holocaust we 've b een a nart of , has b een reflected 

in the lack oi tra~i ic o;. o~r nets . The war i~ still going on and there 

are still peonle dying , but our intercept traffic has diminished to 

nearly zero . ·:e ' ve been worc.:.ing at a con tinuous bu·sy pace since we 

landed on the cont inent ten months a,eo . ']he ter.1p o of this pace ha s 

slowed t o a near halt du ring the last week. and that is what we've 

been wanting. 3efore thi8 wee~ we've been too busy to indulge in the 

luxur y of think. i r,g . :Jow that we have t i,e t i 1ce to talk and think. more, 

it seems as if we ' re tryi r16 to wa ~e u p from a nigr1t rnare. -:Jc ' r.~ tc:•'.i·. g 

to readjust our n ervous systems th~t h1::1ve z~nt us goinl!. u p ttll 1 ..,,.,. • 

"!e talk a lot about what is happening , r efle..; 1; .i ;1g· ba.cll:. ~;.,·i l oo~ h·· 

ahead et this end of the cattle chute that ;-:e are n.·-.::-~ c'='-c !i~g . ' )1.lr 

reflected though ts could f!lll s eve ra. l b ooks . '.!'h ere a ::n) th oup:11tl'l 1:..~,ou.t 

back home and our l ov e d ones ; t h ough ts about Ire lan d. , .:.:ng ~.and , t!"~ 

l1~ary s , and the pret ty .:·:hodo det1drons . 'l'herl we blen d these th oughts with 

the t houghts o:f the destruct ion and the sufi'e1ing_ t hat wo've wit n essed.t 

and some that' i::i st ill left t o witness. ·rhough t s can become confus ing 

enough to raake us wish that we a:: uld keep busier . 

The large city of 1.:unich is l ess t h an twenty- five IJliles f rom where we 

were s taying at Guefl ding . :.1e go t houg.fD. t h e town of Gei selbullach, and 

then t u r n onto the f&.mous Rei ch Au to bahn. '.Phid is a pretty good highway , 

Bill and some of the other.s are co :nmen ting . "1.:a:,,be one of these years 

we'll get s 0met :ring tha t's like this back in t h e good old Unite d S tates . 

~e could use it n ow with all of the trafi io t h at we have there. This 

is really somet hing - the wo rlci ' s first su r"·er hi ghway. " 

But this higtway v;asn ' t bullt f or tt.e con ven ier, ce of t h e 1.1otoring 
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nublic . This en dless a ~pearing stretch of double wid e conc~ete w~e 

built to ex-oe di te the ;aover.:ient of their enorr:1ous war mtich ::. ne. 'rhe lci<'Bne 

as we see it today i'..> i:1 rer:1a 1·kable contra.at. ·~'r. e s1<. ies o,· this s ecor4d 

day of 1.'.ay are storr:1y looking 1:llld t h reatening raint biJ..t to ou:r s:i ut i~ 

we can still make out the outline of the Au~t :r-ill-r.i Alns a s the;r Th ?e 

in t h e distance. On the n orth of t he highway the land i s . more fl~t and 

suitable f or agr icultural nursu its . ·:iomen drel:;Ged in plai n d.ress , that 

shows :plenty or wear, can be seen in the field.s cutting ha~ with 

wooden- handled scythe s , as t hey h&v e do ne for C ffi tu ri es. But t oday , 

t heir work with uri mitive t ools, is done along~ de of these multi 

million dollar hi ghway s. their s weat and toil,has paid f or its c on

struct ion. 

P o llowing t h e hiF"twuy we come to .;ever· al places where bridges have 

been blown u p and we have to detour around them. 1They must have b l own 

up some of these brid~eo themselves. " 'Sud comments. 111:;e vouldn ' t have 

too much need to destr oy them~ thiG otage of th~ game. Unless it was 

done ear lier 'in the war , i t imned es us rr.ore than i t helps us. " 

"They ' v e a.1so been using ::,trips of th i u higtway r.'or a ircraf t runweys. n 

Ken adds . "~hat I s probt:.bly where some of those Ger man jets that wa 

saw the other day took~ off from.'' 

"And here is another use for the ~arnous h i gt:way . 11 ~'J.i n p.- •;,"\ ({' ,11.;,-. 

a.s we obs er-ve several thous E:n d l !e zi t r o op :., i~: ~:: e west. 'b:.. i;.ntl :..t.-I·':' 

S everal of our r.ia c r. ine- gun equi rped jeeps i: re £:ltb :i fi~f. th em 8 :S 1...!"t'J 

p lod along. The ir ftr ey u~1 i f orms are mi Yed and s tri 1"ped of r:ios t 'i nclign ia. . 

"l'Jaybe t hey ' 11 get some use out o:t· their owr1 Jachau co~1centra.tio~ 

camp . 1
' He Odds . 
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'!'he use o:; the hi'<hwr,y f ets us to t.r.e c~itf.:.l c ity of r.runich, in record 

time . :.:unich has & --ooDultt i on o:!:' nearly one 11illion, and it ' s located 

on the Isar ~-i ver . '':1hu.t ' ::, another river t hat runs no:rtheast. and 

eventually jo:ins tr.e Danube on its journey to t!. e Blacl{. :::ea. 11 Bill 

informed me earlier , after consult ing the map . 

'.'ihj le tr.e city is ;_-,el l t':.nown as a r::usic center, it has more recently 

been known as tne birth:)l Dce of t h e Nazi .?arty. The Beer Hall Putsch 

led by Adolph ~itler toot nlace here in 1923. 

l'he ci t ;y , as we p.-et a g l >1r1ce of it today, r,·,ser:1bles that of l!urenburg. 

that we saw on our escourt ed tour of April t h e 18th . Par t s of the city 

have b e en bombed extensi vel:;, while other ::; e c ti o:nG seem to ha ve esca ped 

destruction . Here, al s o, iamilie::; can be been living i r.. p1·op1-ed-u"!) 

sections of t he bombed out structures. i:..nd t h e clean-up o·~ m1H~ !, o-::· ,-:-. . ~ 

rubbl e from the destruct ion has a::i..1 ea.a. .y bee~:. l:.: t f, r :ted.. :'/ r-' :t"Hl Pe,:: ·'.'"tJ -.b 

hand labor worl inf,' on that effort, tr.is ·ectnesdal , UH} :.' "c.1,n.d 0C;l \. ;-':~:i.y , 

' 7 e continue on nast t he city of ~:uni::::h for a."bo~~t ::::.ft ,3e:1 ,,'i "}_es 't~ a. 

p l ace called Ottendichl ...,,,hichis near ti!e town of :taar. ·,10 set up our 

bivouac in a ·wood:; sec t ion of t he area. :i_)upte nts ~:n; agLin put into t,.:::; e. 

''How about tak. inP- a walk a _·ound t he area? '' J..Ild. re in11i'Ge-, s everal of our 

rang after we had s et u =~ ::Jo~t o:t· our eq~~ i,c·ment. 

r_rhe copy had been slow on what few n et::; that :remained to copy, and he 

had no trouble ge• .. t i n?" i o.clowers. ~i.nytr! ing to break the eveloping 

boredom was welcomed . ";e all l oved to walk, and we take off on a small 

road northeast of our bivou&c. Afte1 several blocks we come to a clear

ing in the woods where some freshly cat e vergreen boughs cover .some 
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. . \ 

larp;e :netal ob~ects . 't·:tat have we r::ot here? " '.3ud asks a auestion t hat 

we all shared . 

On closer observation, th e metal objectti t~~e on the real appearance of 

gliders - a.irnlanes without the blade propellers. And then it finally 

dawns on us just what we are looking at, but .Andre is the firs t to 

s-peak. "These are the li t t le fellows t bat have been i:;laying hide and 

seek with our anti - aircraft R'Unners l&t ely. •~1his i s a na:rt of a new Lnft-- . 

waffe known as jet ai rcra.ft . '.rhe Gen:,a.ns h&v e been employ:ing a. lot of 

new weapons of war latel;y. ~:•o r our own good T 1 :n su r e that they Er 0
_ ::. 

little too few a nd too late, as the sa;yi.ng go oH ." 

"I've seen them ~ly , or I wouldn't believe ths.t th~~~ :~cn.l,L jtwt ·:,;' ·1 ···, \;-; ~-

ing at t hem on t he g r ound . Just what i::; t.r..e :.;e c:ret of t h ei.r metncd. cf 

f light ?" I i nquire . "I stil l don ' t believe tlu1t I ' d c&.re to flJ? in 

such a contraption-." 

"It ' s really q_ui te sim-ple , " ::.:oy answers. The:,• work on the same pri nci ple 

as releasing hir f rom a b~lloon . It's called j et propulsion, and the 

release of the hot e ir J.U::5hes t he aircraft ahead." 

,r!e get braver , and :::ore curious, as we approac h closer to get a better 

look at the metal birds. 1.rnere a y-pears to be no sign of bo oby traps -

but we are cuut ions. 1'"i1ow ub out tc.:ki:ng my picture i n fro n t of one of 

these c ri tters? ·• I ask i.ndre . "Tn i s it> one thing that need proof of 

a -pi c t are , for nobody would believe such a ti,.l e. 11 

"Sure thing, George , " he ren lies . "Jus t show me how to wo rk your camera . 

They look fnr out of t !1is world now , but I woul dn 1 t be s~r prised i f 

someda y this ty pe of eng-i ne wo ;_1 ld rower all of the ai r cra.ft . 11 



Vl78- GeorFe L. Sanford - page 253- Just J ait Soldier 

''Than~s , Andre. r ' 11 take a '.·1i cture ot you now. if you wim t one. And 

efter tl: is J P.'neG::i tr.at we ' d better get bac~ to the chuch- wagon." 

1e fini::ih our ~icture tak ing , loo~ around to see if t h ere ar e any 

~ore -clanes near, and t nen we hea.d back. to camp. 

The weather closes in on us i1.gain, tind we are blessed with a few May 

stowers. Jt ' ::; p:ood weatl':er t o stey inside . Vie continue our shifts of 

operation out of habit and the main fact that we haven't been told 

anything to the contrary . I t get::; to be a little depressing in some 

res!)ects . The s&me as knowi ng t t at tv10 fi.nd two eq_ual fo 11r, we know that 

for all practical pur po s es,that our ~art in the war is over and we 

should be hanny . Jut ·.:.: e al ;.;o share the feelings of a condemned man 

who has heard a rumor t hat he will be given a r epri e ve, but lacks the 

signed order by the Judge. Jnti l we h&ve an officj a l endi ~?, thBn t te 

war is still p.-oing on and we reCTain the noss i bJe t m· r~~ t i:l .t'o T dr .. rnt1 n1: }; i ~1r1. 

On a rainy Saturday , : :&:; 5th, our co nvc;y , vii t:-·, r:1eu1be:i-:-s wi"':.0 ,,;:i: ,··.--: ~i' 1 

questioneble duties of intercep tor::;, u i.r cl o:.., bcc:k to ~;r: e tov.1r.i c, f :~I.?-&l', 

and then -proceed oouthea~ terly in t t e gene :rsJ.. d -;_::_·i;0i i ()l1 o:? \'·-_0J .:, :'.:.Vi ... ,· -:.a 

section of Germany . ::you <lon't need. to fLVe ma ttf~ r;.aI:~t=-:B o::· all of the 

towns, Bill, if you don't hvve t h em handy." 

"It ' s no trouble, George, " he replies. n- Je 've been ~ eeping a list of 

them up to thi~ date, ~owe '.'.. if,ht jus t li.S well ke e p up wj_th our project. 

After all , I wan t Li. :r-ecorc: 0 1 · wne:r·c ;·1e ~o aJ. ;;;o . " 

;;/e travel throup.-h tte towns of .Putzbru.nn, Pe rlach, Hoehenkirchen, 

Bad Aibling , .t ci :1ising where we af!S.in join th e F.eicr.. Autobahn . Here, 

again . we witnes::; the 0nectacle of column after column of German 
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nrisoners of war. ~he former inv~ders a1·e now nrisoners in their own 

country. It ' ti hara. to 1.1:ie ,- ine tr.e t hougb t8 ~h t..t are running through 

their .r.inds as they are driven like catt le in the wet rain , and guarded 

by machine 2t1.ns . ·~'he older ::,oldiers wi"lo have fami lies, with former 

trades or tics , are rrobably glad that it ' ~ all over with for them 

and they are tt:ank.ful that they s.re still alive. ''If the '"bombings or 

t he s hel l i ngs bothered any of t hem the way i t did with u s, then I'm 

sure they ' re Flad tbat theii• part in the bl0ody mes~ is over~" I tell 

some of the fellows . "du t what ab ou "'u some of t.te younger sol diers. such 

as the stor~ trooners , tte elite troops or fanatical f ollowers of Hitler ? 

''You cvn be sure t ha. t they a:x e r..ore reluct,.m t to be taken ca.pti ve. " Bud 

answers . 't:any of t hem v, ill sti 11 be willing t o have another go att it 

to prove that they 're the ma::, ter rac e. ·:re received an Arr.1y publication 

on th~t l:>ubject before we left Zngland. It stated t hat ev(:n though they 

are conquered , the Germr:..ns are not to be trusted for &. long time." 

"And if we ev~r start to :feel sorry for l~!lY of them , we can easjly 

remember the sui'ferinp: anci death to millions that they , t :1:r-ou.gh t!1s·j :r 

dictator, has cam,ed. '' Andre injectb. " .. ie have ·oeen c. part of tL.at ::nL~' :f<::'iT~ 

concentration cam-o, '.'1here mi l lions of' Jews alone were mu1'1ered .• :, 

The ruin continues to fall on the we.t hi ghway and. the large ooncen trat ion 

of marching pr isoners. I ma.K e a oearcri i n m;y dQffle be,g to find my 

camera , and the~ take a ·oicture o:.· this historic scene. It •s a scene 

that we ' 11 l ong rer:ie□ber. 
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.. ,e co me u.cross other p:roupd of i:risoners Ds v rf:: continue our drive t o 

the southeast. There are detours as we come to more blown- up bridges . 

·::e JJroceed through the tovm Ueberoee and t h en return to the Autobb.hn , 

after another town called ~ab . ~e nroceed on through Neukirchen, Teisen

do r f, Aufham , !~authho.usen, to the town of Swarz0ach. •.-:e have now 

t r avel ed a.cross Germany f~n -1 this is our first tow:n in .~:1s·t::-.-ta. Bnt a 

rose by 1-:i.ny otr1er ntme :ni ght mean tr: e sar.1e , been.use for al1 l)ractical 

pun~oses we are st ill in the so- called t;azi Ger :::any. ·.:~1 c on't. i .nue nr.. t0 

the .Austrian c i t;y of 3 r,l zbu.rg , and u. place call od L j_ef r i ng ~ 

''I never thought t ha.t we ' d huve to travel all ac:ross Qe:rruuny jJ..st 1;o 

.;;et u r billets in a l ittle re<l sch ool r10use. :i 3i "; 1 comments . But hE:re 

we a re. I wonder- if v,e ' 11 hcve o.ny r::ore interce1) t? '' 

"If we heve an;y 1r!ore interue:rt , it ' ll jL1st be for looks,'' Bro.d answers. 

"A~ everyone knows, the nets al l are ' k.aput.' He~ , t h is is s. school 

house , but it isn ' t red. '.:'nis r:m::,t oe where th ey t aught t he fo ur ' Rs .' " 

"Vlhat do you mean by :t'c, ur ' Bs ' ?" Bill inquires. 

''Look at th ese large posters on the rollers, 11 .he answer s. ''They show 

the ~hysical outline fe at ures of tne ot her rac es , Jews and what not, 

as com-oared with theGer□un super r ace. That ' s the other 'R. ' Teach 

them while they ere still young , was t h Pi r ~ott o. I wouldn't have 

believeo this, i f I hadn't seen it." 

But our schoolhouse do es have a o::::ie other i terns that s eem worthwhile . 

There are some pictures of the Aust rian Al ps wit h pretty wild f low9rs. 
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~e snend the weekend in und u round the l it t le red school house. Bill 

sti:l.l insists on using tha t name also. On :,:onday , 1.;ay 7th , 1945, we 

receive the news that we had ull been expecting. At Rheims, France, the 

Germans had acce y.ited bn uncond.i t iona l surrender at the hour of 0241 GMT. 

'.l.' he effective date would be announce d soon. And tr.at 'soon ' still means 

that for some, the ki lline would still be going on. 

E'or us, it meant tt8t some judr.e was about to pardon us with freedom, 

or the escape f rom being shot at • . ~1e11. rnaybn now we can writ e home 

to the folks and tell t he1:1 t nat we ' re alrj_ght, and just \\he:ro . ..,,-. ·.,:' ,.:.r-.d 

up at. 11 Andr e s -ooke for all of us. I.e t ter --writ inp; ::l e ems to h e r, :) 'i " 

-priority list. 

"It ' s too bad ti:lat ::: r esident :-:oose velt d i dr: 1 c live ~:o:c &u o t-hs.>· ,,:o·.- t.1-

to see the end of this v,ar." Is £m othe r th ot1 1:;: t eirp r e s ~ed open.l .. J,' tv 

a ll of us . 

Two days later on ·:.1edneoday , I:ay 9th , 1945 , there. are some real shouts 

of joy around 'our little dChool house, 'l'his io 'f- ?, Day, the big day 

that we've been wui tjng for. ihe news comes in early, the surrender is 

effective at 090001, DBST . '::he V':!. h; decl&red b:,, all three Allied 

Gover nments at 1500 hours, DBS~ . 

'~here's a feeling here today t ~ at you will not be able to put into 

words, George , " 3il l tells me. ;.nd he is r i p,-ht , fo r there is no way to 

expr ess t lce relief that I s felt with the new~. I wonder if any of us will 

outlive the fear of beinp.- ~hot a t, or tte feb.r that come·s from hearing 

an enemy plane ove:: head with a pot er: tial load of bombs. Am:l:d a.11 of 

these shouts of joy, I .o: ive a deep p rs-:;e:r of thanks to God for provid

in~ His -protectior. e nd c omfort to us. T hav-e kep t up with my nightly 
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nrayer of thanks, but this is a srecial . 

Our tour of duty on i nter cer- t has □o~tly been for show during the last 

several days . How our ,ai .:- s ion has been co mpleted , fmd the r e ceiver s 

are soon put to other uses. There ' s ~usic co ming from some , wi th the 

occasional brev.ks for the news. ':le hear the reaction to the news f rom 

a round the world, and t h ere is r:iuch jubilation. But it ' s cause f or 

much sorr ow to be f elt also , because all of the casual iti es ha ve n ot 

yet been counted or re1')orted . And with this sombering thought there!;s 

also t he realizat :i on that there ' s a :1other war wt th the Japanese still 

going on . 1ran y of our troops over here would r, oon be deployed to that 

theater of war . 

After dinner , we get to see one of th e i::Ot;t brilliant displ ays of 

fi r eworks that ~e have ever witnessed . It'~ a disp l ay of real live 

firewo.rks with the noise to go with it. ,·1e see t he eo 1ored l i ghts 

f r om the firing of t h e very-signal pisto ls, ~Dwell as t he display of 

colored s :noke, bombs . ':he real live fi rewo rks ic :frorr, ~-JQ,l ~.J.ve ,~,:~:· ,•.1·;_ 

t ion , and it ' s well to stay under c ove r with nJ.J. of tho sl::r:rrmf:1 . . :"· 

ing around. The celebration was not e.nn ,._,un c~ ;3d. , :~nJ for E-: O:T,,; ::)-:: +:t e 

Germans or Austrie.m,, i t ori ngs the g reat fea:c that thai:-~ f&iT ..:::1 !; ;,: h i 

bein? attacked . 0alzbur p:- has esce.ned any no t. F..ble -5.a.ma.g e fro m the war, 

but most of the '.'eople h~v e seen the damage ·wr ought to other cities. 

By morn :i.n g the citizen;;; hlive realized that -:; J;e outbur st wa~ for a. 

celebrati on. '"!e ' re aJ. :::, o having it ;;;lowly corne to us BB to what it 

means for this war to be over. '1.1here wi l l be a nother phase of the 

struggle after cominr- thio fm· through the cattle chute . 11e ' 11 now have 

to f ind a way to get r10me. '.Po g o home will be our true reward, and it' s 
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the only thing that we :l. renm of. 'l1here are a lot of troops to move 

from thh, ?.:r:;:io . 'ie have a n ri ori ty system for our time to go home, but 

that system could ::.;i1a.nge at will. I've deen ly fel t the growing lac!{ of 

leadership since the death of our Eresident . J he power that he had and 

us ed will be hard to re :~ lace for awihile. ·;1e'll ju~t ha.ve to wait and 

see how much it ' ll a f fect us. 

13ill just informed :!le that even our celebre.ticn lust :-::.:. rrhL prod :,.c;_,d i t ' s 

own ca.sualitjes. An anti- a.ircrtJ..ft gun f'ired low , a nd the Sh'.:lll tc, :ce 

through a barracks ~illing or injuring~ number of soldiers. ~e'11 

probably hear ~ore about tha t later. 

On Friday, r.:ay 11th, we move to the :-:iai n city of Salzburg, but on the 

outskirts of town. ·:: e ere to occupy ~o me German barra:eks , or an a.dmln-

istrat i on buildint7. of some ...:.ind. It's 2 large comrlex of two-story 

structures, occunying over f ive ac?es of land. The set-up was used by 

the Germans and wao desiP.:ned to be P;,'Uarded. Our first approach to the 

structure is from th e rear or east side wh ere our· :-:1otor pool will_ be 

located. The majn entrnnce we f ind on the west side, and it ' s well 

landscaped . A st.iall curved driveway leads in at right angle from a 

north- south main titreet. ht the intersection on one ~de of tnis 

driveway there's a s ·1all tientry bui l ding, and I can see some possible 

guard duty for :ne there in the near future. 

~e're located on the ~out t side of tt e c i ty ~hat 's divided by the 

Salzac!: !-:iver. '.1::'hj_s river il ows to the n o r t"l-1eust and pa.s t s. point 

that's about one hund red feet east of our new ~uarter ~. There ' s e w3lk

way for the p ublj c th1:: t d i vi -:i es our l/....D d f r om -';;he bsJ'.:~::.; 0f the :·~- :,::,! • 

This river, and the c ity o:;:· near l y 100 , vUCJ o :i.-f e ::·s th>:~ .- '.';)Spe c.: ~. -:.; i' : :::-:'.'.": 

future exn loy.-i.ng in t h i s n e':: life ti:£tt we ' ll hs ve to f! (;- - u~ed t e. 
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The war is over , but t here ' s still work to be don e . The ~otor pool 

crews are a l ready ch ec\-:.inrr over an d cleaning ur, their vehicles. 1.rhey ' ve 

kent them u~ ~rettv ROOd so far , ~t we ' ve also done a lot of t r aveling 
.. ~ f ... ' 

lat ely, and tr.ere &re b. fe·;.i :'i. ents o:: battle . Now there' l l be t i me to get 

them yeall~ shiney . 

And the c ooks with t r: eir cre w are al.so busy cleaning up and mov i n g into 

our new fucili ties . }'ro:., .lO\"J on t hey ' 11 be 4l>le to cook inside. and 

likewise we ' 11 be able to eat inside, and even sit at tables . This ' 11 

bee fi r st.since we left 2ngland. 

''l.'! e 've .:0 me reel beds v1 i th G :;rings ! '' ~ oy and :::i ome of the fellov-rn &nn ounce 

to us. "Y-ou ' d be tter bc;.n·y w-id p ict';. out your f :.;.vo rite ~p•,t. ~ 'J1 h0 r e' r e 

a co u ple of extra b ed s in our room . " 

did ha v e Ub tn ~ind wnen they let u s tra de i n our ~lc ~p i n g begs f or 

blankets . So really fel lows , I R:ue~s I s houl dn 't corar luin t;oo .-,i-1ch . 

And 1:1e have a. !)lace :.:"o[ ti r: ower~ in the ba..:.e'.:ie nt, a ;::: v-1ell as a. l a und.:c;; 

r oom . 'rhere \,;ere a co u nle of GeniLl.L vJOmen doing o o:ne laundr~ there ~ so 

I ;mess that the;,; ?.O vii t h the :ol ace and hav e the pri vil&ge of using 

th e facilities . J o ,:e call tr: e m. Gerr:1an , or A;;.Btria.n? llot th a t it matter s 

to o much . r, 

r,e so on start un our f.s.. vo rite past ti me of e.x:J.- loring, with the first 

!)lace being the in::,io.e 01 tbe ·uu.i l d ing ., t t1 e r:1;:,elves . , 'J.1here are desks 

and shel-.,es that con tain 1-lazi --)ins :.. nd i n sig1tias of &11 so r ts. S ome 

say ' traffic controler ,' so ma ybe that was one of the main f unctions 

of the Ge r m<:Jns stot i oned. c1ere . '''rhey ' 11 rm.i.kc g ood. ::;ouvenirs , a::; they I re 

not too b:.i.lr..y to senu l:0::1.e. " ...,or.1.eone ;;-; ;.i.::~f; es ts . '~'he it ems are so on de-

pleted. I ha ve r'.l;y share, vi i th a dv,astik.a armo u..rid and sever al othe r 
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~ ins or what~ots. 

It ' s s oon all- out ti ouven i r tie~8 on foi everyone; Tiith the finding, sel l 

ing, or trad1ng .mi n g on :::\,11 scale. Some of t he fellows seem to be 

p rofess ional tr[!ders , lan d t hey're :r eall:; r ak ing in the mone~ . With t he 

privilege of free postage to encourage us, most of the items are soon 

sent home . There ' s even t he j oke that some of t t e guys are even sending 

Jeeps home , p iece by J iece - mayba it isn ' t a joke. LlY share of the war 

b ooty also seems endless. J very ite~ t hat we send home has to have a 

certificate of co n tent cii gned by e n off i cer, but that'ti n o problem. 

I f any p1·oblem exists, it c 0::!eS i n t h e v1or~ o:f.' c rati. ng and prepar i n g 

the items for s hj_1x:ien t h or:ie . 

rrhe source of s ouvenir supply is va1· i ed ar:.d fro1n Gver:,;,whtn·c .. ,,._.-1Jon8 

anyone want a pair of ~ermun b i n oculars? '' our off l r;.er am: .ur.-?ef; CPJ,q 

day . •~e've just tound a cou ~le of trucklood3 i nn warehous e~ " ~ r ~o~rse 

he had his tak: ers . Some Germs.n i' i ela tel e:poo r; es t' re f ound. and I ::; en cl 

a set of three of the~ t h rough the ~ail. I become t ~ e possessor of a 
' German lugar, which I trade for a dagfer mad e in It~y . 

·7e take some walk.s along t t. e ban ks of t he river. "A lot of the Nazi 

threw me.ny of their personal items in the river \'/hen they faced capture . " 

Bill tells us . 11so ts. eep y our eyes op en for some nice finds . S ome of our 

fellows have already found a f ev1 va lu~ble cameras . 3ut with all of the 

soldiers in t h is area to h:mt for th.em, the items will have been dis-

covered . " 

Our search for c~meras produced no results, out several other item~ 

are recovered :fron the water . I fis h out a. c ouple of rang e finders, and 

the length of one of themis three feet long ~ It will be a challenge to 

crate for shipment. '.1'hc 8u pply of s uc h item8 viill c oon di sappear, 
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but most of u~ no~ have a collection to cl~tter up our closets at home 

for many years to come . 

But there's r;iore to do than collect souvenirs. Guard duty is one of 

these adventures in l iving . I luck out niost of tLe time by hawing the 

day Shift of duty. I.:y uost is to be the sentry at the main front gate, 

and while it looks like an easy job to ~erform, it get~ to be a very 

long two- hour tour of duty. '!he requirement for a soldier to perform 

such guard duty ~re quite si~ple . I'm a g"U.Drd of the United States Army , 

and I ' m to look t he :!)art b~1 dressing neatly, wearing a helmet , and hav

ing a gun at m;; side. n; ile I' r:i to appear tough a.nd business- like; I 

also ulay the dunl role of being friendly. Listed a~ last but with a 

very high priority io the job of dtaying awake and alert. Inactivity 

for two hours can ~ecome ver~ boring and induce sleep. so great caution 

must be emnloyed. In u 0me vmys the .;ob resembles that of our former 

du ties as intercep t ope rat ors, in Vth ich a. greut a r.1•-1 U11t of patience was 

required to wait for tha t one im-portant me: .. sage . To ou1· ndvu,.ta.g fj hr::-c1;\ 

in Salzburg, the neor,le treat us vii th g:::.-eat respGct an~l ~,tr~~, i1:,"a y f ·c ·" 

our facilities - a't least for the present whilFJ ·we aro n , .. , .. ;-; to -t, t,.r3;-;, ,, :~ ,1 t 
' we realize that it would. t r:.k.e onl;y one fana tical lL. z.:. tn :.:, psot ti.be 

peaceful routine o~ ~uar d du t;y . 

The use of lights is one (1ue::;tionable luxury that we now 8hare nov1 th~J,t 

the war has ended in th is th ea ter of opera ti on. ':.'e ':re still at war with 

Jap an, b nt the blackout res trictions, at lea:Jt over here, have been 

eased . r:aybe we were fet tin so a.ccust orned to not having outside lights 

that we a ccepted it as u way oi i i ving . 3ut now that r do see s~me · 

lights buring , it do es s ee:-:; :.10re ch eerf ul around . But rettlly it ' s the 

meaning behind the li~hts cominp.: b a ct~ on that is the thing to r ejoice 
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over- t he war here r.ati er.ded . :i.'here's the f)opular song that we SOHH::times 

sing or hum, that iG startinf to take on the realization of a hope or 

a prayer co minP- true . It ' s cal led : ''The ··.'h i t e ~liffs of Dover. " It speaks 

of thE!, t nay when the 1 if"hts wi 11 co me on cl? ain al 1 over the world. The 

lifhts are gr adually cooin~ back on. 

"There' s a letter, und a co -py of Yank Laga.zine on your bed." Bud 

announces t o me \'~h en I re t'-lrn f rom my t our o:::: guar d duty. 

"Thanks , 13ud ," I ac '.rn owledp:e as I otart to open the letter f r om home .of 

course Com, as well as e veryone el::;e on the home - front had celebrated 

the ending of t he war he-re. I wa;:, anxious to f ind out their r eaction. 

by now she t.new that I vms in 2 al zburG, Auot ria, and that I had survived 

the war. She s t ates that she has received one of t he souvenir items that 

I had s e nt . : :ore would s..:i '.Jn be nrriving, and i t w&s my hope that she 

would f ind room f or all of them . 

I now take the time to remove 1-:iy .r.elr.iet, hook r.iy c ru b ine under my bed, 

and take of f :::y coat and st o es . ':Ji th the use of t ·he l i ghts t hat I was 
' 

just thinking libout, to read the magaz ine, I titretch out on the be d t o 

combine a little rest. 'l'he Yank t~a l::('a zi ne i::3 c w,~ekly i;rD.t,n.z in€'1 t h :.: " . . ;:-. ' ,.re 

received for some time now. Th is issue is }:·.r o clffimed Rf$ !.:b 7: vi ~tr· ·, ·,; 

edition, 1945. It ' s also called the Conti r.: eo. tal Ed.it.S on, a".l.J. i t, B!:'1l_l s 

f o r three f rancs - f or t tose t hat buy it. It's 1,r t .r,t s d by ~:.:1e rcen., . 

for t h e men of the s ervic e - and the Domen. 

The cover shows tte paint ing of a recent war scene. It illust rat es the 

fighting ma.ris ' side of th e v i ctory as cor:1pared wi th the ticker- to:p 9 

uarades , end the champagne dr in~ing . The central figur·es in the f ore

ground are two oattle- v,eary so l :iiers. '.!:hey ' r e kneeling over the f reshly 

made grave of a f a llen buddy . ~he only r emaining uossession of the 
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dead soldier is hi ::; I.:l rifle, whi c r1 lie l:3 on t.he top of his new grave. 

They ' re neyin~ the i r r es ~ects f or the l ast t ime. There's the tyr ical 

barbed wire and a ta.;,,k. to the left of t h e scene. In the back.ground, there 

is a church sr ir~ and the P?'ut ted remains of a _ war-torn city thatis 

still aflame. 

The inside of tb e mar--az i ne is d i uck full o a r t icles related to the 

ending of the war. ··!c 're told how tr. e various c ountries celebrated VE 

Day. There ere stories conc e rn i ng t h e reactions to this victory news , 

in the cities of I.ondon, :-'ar i s. and bac k home. These stori es compare 

to those the Inf antry h8 d to tel l. There was a lot of cel ebration f or 

j oy. but t h ere wau a lso a l ot or' .9:i.·a;y 0r f ul t han ks t o Cod. On e rv-1.p "', j on 

under the Infantr ;-1 ..; cene si..;,cns up a l ot of t hoi.:tgh t • '? he 1l J[ l r· waG ov~r -.~ 

and I was cti l l a l ive. And I t h oug ht of a l l t he b oy s i ~ ~ ... ho .:?.!3th f l'i · ·1. (,li or. 

band, who were with r:1e i n i he /,.r dennes, \'I ho nre dead .now. :, 

Along with these written articles, there's a ni c tori a l S: t or;y of t;:;.JJ( 

war as outlined i n nic tur e s f ror:i l:, tfil•t to finish •. An d HS the say i ng 

goes: "One pict.ure h, worth a th ouBa.nd wo r o s. " • 

''Hey. 'Sud . ','Then do you believe t hat t he war was over for us?" I ask 

him a f ter I n otice that he had f inished loo~ing at the magazine. 

"I've tried to think of an answer f or a ques t ion like that bef' ore~ 11 

he replies. "I bel ieve f or us, it ende d when our intercept became quiet, 

and when the Luftwa :.:fe qui t strai'inp; us. But there remained that fear 

of being shot at all the way to t he end of t he war on VE Day. In some 

respects, the war will n ot be over ~nt i l we g e t bac k home. The memories 

of the war will b e with us f orever. and it' 1 1 &.I.f eet some of us more 

adversely than ot hers. :,hut ' s y our o~)ini on?" 
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''You sound like u 1)ronhet , Bud. I B["ree with :;ou. The i::.ction over here 

has been man-created tiu f::·ering . 'i1here'll t"lways be some type of suffer

ing in our l ife bes id.es war. ":izy be the na turul ~ uf'i ering will not seem 

quite as bad to us since we now have a cornpro· ison to go by. 

"3y tl:e way, :3rc:.d wu.-:3 telling me that some of the fellows are going on 

a trip south to Berchtesgaden tomorrow. Are you coming with us?" 

nr vmuldn' t miss it George ." he replies . It':::; pretty country, and I also 

can't wait to see that ::-:uch talked - ab out Eagles nest of Hi tler•a. Besides 

that , I ' m sti l l u:c;ed to traveling at least every other day." 

'.'!e leave on our C:omprmy solf - ,~ided tour ri p,-ht after breakfast . our 'three 

truck caravan' heads south- southv1est towards the snow- covered Alps. 

Besides for the o ~oorttAni ty to ;:;ee nio far.i.ou::; :retr~at. we learn t hc"l+ .. c,,_1:r 

trip serves another v,o r tr:whi l e our pose. :-Jer-ohteog:e.d.e:n ha.:::. a welJ. ;. r:ovm 

expert s from our C:ompany tell us that kef?: oee::: taut es bet ce:c than th6 

canned variety, and that the k.e;r beer found. i:~re 'it~ the best to be 

found anywt ere. So. for t ri ose ths.t love beer, this -t.;ri:9 should m1;1ke 

their day. For those of us who have brought along a. can teen of water 

to go wi tr: our ' C I r e tions. th is trip should tu lfill the scenic desires 

for our day. 

AS we leave the fortress city oi ~alzbur g, we see a portion of the lower 

.'ilps . 11en miles to the southwest and located on the Barvarian andSai,i>vro 
· c> 

F;--ontie r , there is one niountain that seems higher tt an the others. This 

mountain is famous for its legends as well as being a popular S!)Ot for 

mount a.in cl i-nbe rs . On the top of th is 5900 foot peak there 's a large 

cross that we can see f rom Salzburg and most of the surrounding country

side . The Mountain is called the Utersberg . 
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Berchtes~aden lies on the southern slope of this rr:ou.nta. in. i•re re$.~ !1 

t r'. is well known r esor t town by fol l o·,,,.ing a valley .road to t hG •w..-; t. of 

t he mountain, an d nussing tr.rough a couple of ::smaller towns . If we were 

not blessed with the bener' i ts of our o·Nn GI t r-an :::iporta t ion, we vrnuld be 

forced to use the electric train f rom ~alzburg to Berchtesga dene The 

train trip takes nearly one and a half hours according to . our travel 

inforr.1ation, but we'll arrive at our destination i n less t han one hour . 

As promised , our driver does stop at t he local brewery, lGcated on the 

south side of town . ::ost o:f U8 wait in the trucl'>.c whi le several of the 

men go inside to make arran~ements to pick up a cour.le of kegs of beer 

after our return i' rom t r. e mountain top . '~1he break also g ives us a chance 

to study some map s , and tour folders t hat we had br ought from ci alzburg. 

Brad reads some of the ter:ipti np; advert io ing ou tloud . 111,'iho ever has not 

seen Berchtes geden hus not ceen Bavaria. . And it states that these 

sim-ple word s of a native 3E! va rian i mply the views to be had of the 

imposing, r up.-ged, colossal ci~ a l k moun~ainu, gl ittering grey. surround

ing this land ,, and its beautiful unri V8.l 1ed n ea.d ow~, reaching hlgh 

into the s kied . Here , i n the towerer ing monnt.ains , i~ the fa.m0 u_f; fi..gle~; 

nest - secret retreat of Hitler ' s. 

"And before the days of ::itler , 1
-' a.rad 00~1tinue ::.; . '":! <:. ±'. 5.n<i. s ome baei. a 

information f ro m our tour ad . ' The Rreates t ~1·c::.8 :..::-::•,3 of th& I;,:;.,_~.::h1-- .:· ;::t•-

gadener ;Land, s.s the country a1·ou.nd 3erctte ~1g1:o.en i~ cHJ.led, is t !-1 1:; 

Konigssee, the P-'em of' tr. e 3avarian Al ps . I t :~::; e i P'!.:t r:ii:les long. o r-. 

half to one ui i le wide , and in p l aces u:.o to 80v f eet df; e p , surr ov.n d.Gd 

by majestic !!lountaj_ ns , t::at tower over almost b lack. wat er. 1 And reg a rd.

i ng the town of oerchtes~aden , it s t ates: ' Thici i~ a very popular 

holiday haunt , and neal tt r esort ; brine bat h s; and wi n t er s ports. ' By 
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t he way , we ' re at 1870 feet ab ove sea-level. " 

1
'" ·1e thank you , m1 i de , fo:r t hat inf'orr..at i on." :r tease him. "They rea lly 

throw out the fl owe:r y adj ect i ve s in t ho8 e ads. Th e boat trip on the 

lak. e , with 8unbt.i.t h ing a nd ..,v,; imming ;:; ')undB su }Jer nice , but I beli ve that 

our itinera ry f or today calls t·or t he Eagles i~est. Lets take a rain ... J1. 

check for that Lak. e Tri -o , however. I ' ve a feeling that we·• 11 have 

p lenty oi time to take that tri~ an d ma~ y others bef ore it's t i me to 

catch that boat heading bac K. home . " 

Our drivers with t h e other men return und we start our drive south up 

the mountain t hat lies east of the other road and rails that leads to 

the lak.e re;;; ort areas. 1 'o make a n umbe r of s witchbacks to :reach our 

destination on the mountain . On our climb, we notice two police check 

points formerly s tafJ.'. ed oy the Nazi , where r oa d blocks could be swu.ng 

out ac r osl::l t he road for inBtar:. t use • .tt.S we climb hi gher on t he road. 

the view of the o eau t i ful alps uni'o lds all cn·cund us - t hen, we are 

nearl;y on to p . 

day , this -olace was a lso tte scene of the la~t fi?h t ing rf tte war. 

1J ow we ' re on an Arny tour, end it' ~~ a better way t o tr~v~ l . 

given small ms.ns of the ar ea, s o that v:e will tnow ·:1he:r e w'?. a.re , an0 

just who l i ve d in e ach octi. lding . ';'her e' s a two ,ni le ,J:; .r:,~ 11J.:i.?' d :r:t. ,;-: 

surrounding ::10s t o.r' tr:e a.reu , witl·, ut lea::;t fivt.3 ~:,ore roed. olook.s 

l ocated at stratepi c locat i ons . '.iorinrr ' ,.; [1·~a.. ·:3orr.:iuns h0uses are loce-.ted. 

at the to p southwest aide of the platt . ~i tler ' s house is lo~ated ~ 

top center , while a p:uest !:ou::;e i.; on the ~ uthe ast cornAr of ,the sec 

tion . Belov1 J itler' l> ~1ou;;;;e t h ere' s v. H).1e cial ~ob oe building, which 

a1so fuards one of th e r oad- block~ . Below these buildings lies a mini 
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city by itself . ~he1·e 1 s a n urs ery , a larg e hot- hons e. adr.lin:tstratio:n 

building , two Rarap: es, :col i c e burrac ks , a 1~ g e hot el. t wo caf es , and 

a Hall . These ar e t ~e mai~ buildings , but there ' r e others. 

There ' s an elevator , a s well as a road thet makes a ccess to a ne s~ 

of bnildinn-s on t he to,:, of the r!lOuntain. 'l1 he elevc1t or i s .n 1 ·+, work.inf , 

so it's off limits to us . 'i1here 1 s r,ro bably a bomb ::;h elter and other 

emergencJ, equ tpment loc£tea i n t here • . 111 t h iYigo s eemed to have be en 

oriented f or· the s af e t y of th ei r leader, and hi::: ~u rvi val - and that of 

the !'arty. There ' s t' lso evidence of the ~)lanni ng f or his quick al'r1vals 

and his emerg en cy exits . 

But as t he nrune s tates , it' :..: u l.;o a retreat - a place f or him to relax 

in solid comf ort . And except f or tr. e 1.) Olice setup surrounding this 

immediate o.re a, th c nn ture. l envi :r·onment i ~ s u-perb . ':ii th this place a s 

his own , how cou l d he wan t or need more? Stretched to each side o:f us 

st8.nd the snow-cu pp ed .~lps, on & bu.Be of gr eer. ve.1. vet r;1ountains. Hidden 

in the many valleys are t he countless emerald l akes - the .lef t-over s 

from the ice ag e . Lookjng do ·,m fr om our vista point to the ID uthwest , 

we s ee on e of th ese g ems known as t h e }~oni ~Bsea , or Lake l:onig. It's 

the one that we we1·e read ing: ,;:.bout . •·ie cc.n ;:;ee t h e s heer cl ifts t r.at; 

surround th e dt, r k vmt ers . '.:1r:ene a re very few open be uches a round th e 

lake where a h o&t m&y l and . 

•·.•e munc h on s 0r.1e ' C ' :rr.t i ons, t.nd tr. en vie go over t o the l ov,er ~-:; t ,:;,f 

b u i l dinp:s :for F. clos e r loo.c . '.-ii t l e r' ci h OUb 0_i,,, c 1 ,:~n.st. 1 ,i: c w~.nd.e:,: 

•· hrou,..,.n' on our t o llr ·•·,".e ·.·.1ould a pp r·e 1 • 1·~, te + ' e ... e e ··~o t· • + ~ '"" ... • 1. v f'> • ,._, ·- vfl ..., ,., _;• l' E:J,; 1;0 u.r iv ,; n.rr>ugu 

his private hous e a nd domai n, wou.l dn ' t he :t"e J l ows? ri · 1 :..;p,,c11late out

loud as our f uide s h ows us t hr ough the hou~e . 

''l ''lould you minJ. t e.k i ng my p ic~:u e wni.le I' m s t anding on h i LJ balcc.,n;y?n 
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J ask -:.oy before we leave f or another hou se. 

n e takes the p icture, cilld t i! en addl=> hi s own opinion of t he cha.ract fn ' 

who f ormerly owned t he r.ous e . "Jif deal, '! he ;::; t,;y s . rr;ie 're walki ng an d 

s ta.nd ing where he di d . '' Then he ua.;:;u~ 11;; du st s off his boots o.s we 

leave the builaing. 

Hitler ' s house ,-::; well u.s some of t Le other uuildings had received 

a limited trnoant of dfi.raa.ge during tr.e take-over - or ma_ybe the damqge 

was from irate Gis ex1)re8sing t heir per. t - up f eelings . I tak.e another 

nicture of the n orth and balcony 8idE: of his house , and then it ' s time 

for a visit to th e ~uest touse to the east . 

'-Ve mey call it u f.UGSt house, but the arrangement ii:, for a place of 

detention f or ·nol i ti cal pr i;:,oners . In the ba.oement there a r e several 

rooms with bare vmlls an d !1.0 windows. '11nere a.re two - inch solid wood 

door s f j tted with heavy lock::; ur1d peen-holes. ·.'fas this just a security 

to urotect the ~onored guests? 

Below v.nd to the eaot of t he guest house, a.re the remains of some 

large dog k.ennels . '";fe had to shoot all of the dogs before we o:ould 

approach them . " Our guide informs us as we go by t b e 1.ten:i1els. There ' s 

a lot of dcm af-e done here as well a::, the other areas. It'll tak.e a lot 

of work to restore the buildings to their ori gin~l cond j t ion. 

I take a few if!Ore 1:ic tu res bef ore it' s time t o ~, tar t on u'---•r t .t· jp 1:cr_,1, 

' home .' 1:ie stop a t !3ercl;?t e;;;gad en to 

beer, on our way. ~e a rri ve bac k i n Sa lzbu r g in plent y of t ime f~ ~ 

dinner . "It via.::; a.n i nt eres t i np: t ri p a.:c1::l one t o remea, b e~- ," 'J'he~:..~e .c.1 :rG 

some of the g ood co mm en t ::, t hat I hear . Tne be e1· i ;-;. prL . ed a;.: ~, omet:Li:og 

rather s pecial also. 
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The r;ussi ans he.ve been our allies in this wa:r against the Nazi. There 

has al ways been ::iome disagreements with them in regards to the war 

strategy , but the "'.ain ai:n to defeat Germany has been one of unity. 

And on the other side ot the nicture, of course, it has always been 

the dee ire of' the Nazi to divide the Allies and weak en us enough to 

cause us failure and defeat in the war. Jt hes been known that the 

?ussians were not ha r·:py with our time - table of the invasion. They 

had wanted the invasion ::l ooner to relieve the pressure on their front. 

Near the end of the war they w&n ted us to hold back so that they oo uld 

occupy cert a in sect ors fi rst. J,iay be it seemed t.h v t we were 't-h e o~o:: 

warfare than was our general fee l i ng . ':; e a.l l kno,; th at :1.n e:ombat ~.t ' s 

just a ca~e of' survival, und most of the rn. J.es are la.id asi de3 ~t, ·': fu.:. 

a general picture , as an i',.r :;1y , r. e brought ~- long our own si1pplie~ ~~o 

live off from, while the ~~m:rnian .~mies lived more off thB l and -

taking from the peonle whatever th.e;y desii·ed. The Germans wer e a l so 

inclined to follow the srune proceedure. ·.7e remern~er well ,w .aat happened 
. 

to our Company when the Gerr:1an owners rer,orted thet some jewels were 

stolen from the old c~stle - we we~e searched. I don't believe that 

such a procedure would h&ve hap-r:ened with a :::.ussian unit. 

Just as t.he Germans nreferred,for so.rvival sake, to surrender to our 

rear eschelon units, tr.ere i,va.s also t r:e desire for them to surrender 

to the Americans rat he r than to ~he ~u~oians. They posse~sed a great 

fear of them. Of c ourse the oppol:li te he l d. t.1·ue for the Na-zi, and their 

blitzkriee:s, by :he rest of the world . Before the war was quite over , 

and while we were at the ' little red schoolhouse' , we hea(td of, and 

even tried to settle cii s :putes between the }m;:;sians and Austrians or 

Germans. The ~uosian hB.d tl:.ken sor.ie bic;ycles , end the AuetriRUS w&.n ted 
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t he.ir vehicles of trans--,ort~t ion returned. Such complaints continue to 

co me to us, ar. d we even received one yest er day . 

Of course at this time, v,e are the one;:; tbu. t a.r· e in charge of this 

district, but tnere's a rumor, und a otrong -_o o::.,sibility that the 

Russians will o8cuuy this :;;ector in the near future. The Austrians 

have heard the rumor , also, and they are fearfu 1 oi th&.t ·prospect. 

These thoughts ~'11 come bact to me when rrn ::;ee ~Ct.'.16 of t he ~~1JJ:3 1:ilan 

soldiers, and their wives or Becretaries d owr: bJ tbe 1·tver this after

noon. The men are built more on the heavy - s.llr.i.ght fa.r, B1 :'.ie , !'J.nn 'l..t'a 

unlikely that they ' ve been with a combat unit. 

I only hor e that we f- et alone; ~o od together during the lJOStwar occupa

tion , but some obvious differences are already apparent. But for now , 

we are occupyinf- the land, and we tuk e advar; tuge of the fact that we 

are here , by sightseeinP;" on a1 r:1ost dai lJ walks. ·."l e .:;eem to get along 

well with most of ~,h e people, a nd sometimes we can alrnoi;,t suspiciously 

wonder if a war had ever been ~oing on. ':itil the °!Jack ground setting 

of the Al nine ' c ountry , it ' :s hard to say whether Jalzburg would be more 

noted for this, or a:::i a m:::::ii c on d cultural center of the world . And 

that's just what some of the travel boo~:. ::3 that vrn've just bought , tell 

us about the distn.ct. Yes, we ' ve been spending some of our invasion 

r:10ney at some of th e ::iany st ores in t.h e rJarket -ri l ace . There are from 

thr ee to six of us sold ier~ together on thes e Wblks t hat we tate. 

Other groups have o:her inter e;::, ts, anJ mbk e t heir travel trips to 

suit their desires. 

~he city of S:.1lzbu1·P; is di vided by tr.e river of ,Sa.l~_acJ1 ,, 

division also ~ep arates the older &nd newer sector of the t own~ Th e 

book stat es that l;he old side of' town i :;:; on the ::,ou.th ~i dt~ of t liG 
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river, but it seems west to me . J ust au the re a re two s ides of the 

to\'ln, t nere are &l so two towering rocks , one on each side of the river. 

The rock in t he olJ section is the base for the f estung , or fortress, 

that dates a hi~tory ~ith t h e rest of t h e town back to the Horaan Empire 

days . It was u se t tlement .~n own a .::; Juvavum , ;:;ince the time of Emperor 

Constantin, unti.l 4 7 7 to ?·JO A . D . 

··,'bi le the city ha;:; an old 1! i:::,tory t ,n d bui lding;:; to g o wit:-."such a history , 

it can ulso boust 01 being 8. modern ci tjr with a l.l of t: r. e pre8ent--u ay 

conveniences to go v.long with it. 1i' '.r..e hi ;5 tory unl~ ad. ~Js t o "'h0 ret1~,}1 

to the extent that t he disru:r-ti on c aused b _y t he '!J& 1· ha::: he.l te1 f"!.,n· 

civilian tourist~, t J-. i :1r;:s ;.;e e□ qu i te normal. ~he ··•ar has b ~ --i1.1i::h t, '·'B:r.:;: 

little -physical dt: 1'1ut 0 to th e city. -:'here e::-:i:..; ts the f fa c i l it i es f (r:r 

ai r , bus , an d ra.il t r anut Jrt at i on ±' r o :'.1 , or to , here . Or how about a 

small boat ride on t r• e Jalzburg :ti ver? In tJ:ii:; city of over si xty 

th ousend people. ':,he r e are t wo :nuseumd , f our or i' i vs t h eater or o:pera 

houses , nume1·ous r,otels &nd e a.ting places . There a1·e o~,er twenty !tOman 

Catholic Cimre; hes in the vicinity, and one ? rot estant Church - so take 

your choice . ;Jid the feli. ov: s .::,ay that t h ere's an excellent brewery 

l ocated here Ls well ad scorn fancy , Iavorite bars . 

?-.~an y of tri e bui ldings we ~ee ro· e of a So varia.n or .Alpine design , except 

for the two Catr1edrals and tho one ~'ort1·e ss . 'i'he dres s of the peo p le 

go alonp.: with tr..il;; ~'i.h:ine tceme also . \1 1:e v1,J::-::en are generally seen in 

this true native a tt ire , imd the men , eith er vn1lk.ing or riding , are 

righ t at home wit i: t h eir g arb oI leati-1er shorts with t..;USpenders , bright 

shirt and stock i ng::, , to :rned. off with a 1.·euthcred alpine !:lat. 

Betwe en the p-an r- of ;:'ellows that we w~~l l{. witr: , t h. ere ' q - lV';a.:,s a request 
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or sup.-p,-estion for some new ad venture, includi ng sho-pping fo r some 

very s::e ci 1:11 p.-i ft to oend ho me . 'I'her· e's a souvenir sh op east of the 

river . "Let u;:; ;-:o over tr.ere today ," :aud s u gP-"ests. nr.rhey have s ome 

p ostcards with some better :.: ictures on them tl:.an it i s pos s ible f or us 

to take with our eumerao . '' :Je eventuully ·r urc.:huse the p o s tr_H-1:rds wlth 

the pictures f ea turi ng loco.l a nd ul pine s c enes . On ou r way b.1.·:·~t ~o ct:-:r,p 

we stop in at a ba.t~e ry to sue ple sor.:.e fre l::lh rolls that h.L.d. 1H:H,n br<-n:tght 

to our attent ion by a mou th-watering aroma driftin g by as w:_~ :1113.d.~ i"J.J.' 

way to the other shop. 

our Armed Forces have obtai ned the r ental of an or,e r e. hol.1 s e that ·,•1c 

use a s a t heater. ·::e are 1)ri viliged 'Ni t h the regular sh owi ngs of t he 

la test f ilms . Dn d t here's a new one tvn... ce a week , so we <1 0 bav e one 

to look forwa r d to seein~ in- between our other Gightseeing adventures . 

111.:Je 've been here a ll of ti; io time and we haven ' t s een the ]1ortress," 

Brad complains . ::o today it'u time f or just su ch u visit . Some of the 

buildings t hat we see are uc t uull y carved out of the base of the rock 

' on which the ? ort:ress i s locate d . ~: an:-1 ot r1er b t~ ilding:::, , shops, and 

Cather drals are l ocate d on other streets nea r th ese. ·:re buy our tickets 

for a ride on the cog r a i lroad 'vo the top of the rock. s.nd 1:'ortress. The 

German nar.ie for the f ortre...,s is i' est ung nohen:rn.lzburg . The railway is 

called Drahtseilbuhn , on d i t ~as built in 1892. I t ' s a~out a three 

~inute ri de to the ton of the r ock. About half- way on our ride up, there 

is the rai l s t aVon call ed ~.:onchsberg. lJearb;y Lr.i s ter:ciinal, there ' s a 

very fine rests.urE..nt m.- r:ied "Zur 1:at ,;e, " ani'l a b :·au. t iful vi ew of the town 
• 

may be seen fro m here . 3efore reac h inp.: th e le.st :c-~i"l sta'c-i ')n ,'vi t0," . w.:., 
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lookout torrnr. ~here ' s ari otb er restaurant near th is station and al s o 

another ±'ine viei.·! o:: the river , ~0u:!'lta1 ns, ~nd town. 

"There';:; 'the loce. t :· on of our r~eud,r-1 a.rt er bui ldings over to the south," 

'Srad cor.:imento aB we lo ok. at the view . And then his dh;cussi ons turn 

to thoup,-hts about tr..e Port itself. "".rhere ' o a 200 - pipe mu:::3i cal organ 

that plays for touriots on regular schedules . ,·md for those wo would 

rather see oomet :1 i n p: :-:1ore gn-;.esor.1e , th ere' s the tor tu re chamber . which 

is the requi,:;i te of all good }'ortre..;s es . All of tb is inf orG1at ion is 

f rom our brocirnre. '.'.' e ' 11 have to loot{. ar ound better w nen we have mor.e 

time on another day . I gueos many of the town• ~; Archbishops have l ~. ved 

here , besides b~nr built b~ one ." 

"It must h ,'J. ve been a r,-ood :'lace to l: ide out dur ing ;3n:ne cf U10i :-' y •Y;:J 

wars, 1' :3ud adds . 1'0r a Ro od nlt'i. ce for their. to ~11de when t t e t0w.:1;:.~-

T.)eor,le didn't like t heir r ule &.nd went on ri ot. " 

The Fortress is at an altitude of 1777 feet , 001,rnE:r·ed with 1 3 79 feet 

at the river' 9 level . It'll tcik.e us the St1l'Tl e time to decend , as it 

d id to reach here, ai:; the ears o re connected to e-ether . "The book s t ates 

that the most t;Cenic or ~ictures:!u e way to the n'ortress is by a road 

f rom the other side. 11 I a dd to the conversation as we dee end to the 

bottom of the roe~. '".i.'her e ' b a con;;;tar.i tly ch anging view of the city 

as well as the m•J unt&ins . ·.:.1he ro a d also -pa.s:::,es under some highly 

decorated arches . On our next vi:;,it we'll have to go t ~:at -way ." 

On anot her day while ,-.,e are u n to,v ,1 doing 80:!'.le shop-p ing , we pass by 

the bui l ding which i~ the bitthnlace of ~ ozart . '~ould any of you ~ind 

if we t oo~ in c. little cul·cure today?" ~:.oy a..:J i<. s the g r 0up . 
11
After all 

this i i:; the home town o::· the fl:lm ou;;; L. ozart t hat we once had to study 
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about in school , ::: o!;le ~~u::,ic lov er s would travel half way around the 

wo rl'.l ,iust to see t h i:s n lace and t~ e in one of h1 s many operas . " 

There ' re no 0bjeciions , but of cour.:;;e by tr: i-, time we a re alread;y half 

wa y through the a oorway following like tihe ep , rt •~ re ully a Chbnne 

that we s houldn ' t :1as s U!1 , : ·ost 01' the iellowiJ i n our ou t f.i. t se e.i;, t,o 

be qu ite r.msi ca lly inc"l. ined . '.:; ome of the f e llows , likn Le v::v.n ·d, a xo 

of us wound u , i n un outfit t hut featu r e ,l dot.; and das hes ~ 

This is :.:ozar t ' s :;.ebur tshaul:3 , or bi r tn"8laco. I t'ti a s i x story building 

l ocated in the main vection of the to«n near the eastshadow of t he 1 

P e stung or .:-'ortr c:..; l:3 . i :oz,~rt was born in a ~oor:1 on the third floor. 

This r oom and the a d~oining living room are a part of the present 

::mseum that contt:.m::, his concert n i an o , s •cinet , and o-thor musical 

intit r uments . ~,anily , -,ortrai ts , a;:, well at) other pictures, • letter s and 

documents ar e on 6. is }.:la:; . All o~ these _nos~e;:;s 1 ons are now the p ro pe r ty 

of the !nternational ? oundat ion ~.lozar teum. In t h~ f loor below , we view 

' some minituye reulica ste~c oet tings used i n some of his many operas . 

For rooms i n a b~i l di~g that ' s older than the history of our United 

States, t hing;:, hLve been preserve d qu ite well . Beside the materal of 

musical nature , there are tt e i ter.1s th&t make up the f urn ishings of 

a ny home such as the fi renlace used for coo~in g , chairs , t ables , beds , 

and lamps - other t han the el ectric k ind. 

T he museum iti o-c1en f r or:: e to 12 , und :r'rom .2 to G daily , accor ding to 

the sign. _uch ::ou r u f::- ive them time i'o r a liesurelJ7 lunch h 1,; ur , or 

ma ybe really tirne for t hem to clea~ u p the ~ebris lef t by t h~ to uI'i ~t. 

"So , thank you , :.oy . for t he sug~e ::. tion o:: t he vi $ it . · ·e• took in ;..~o rne 

n i ce culture , and it ' ll .c-ive u ::; .. rnr:ietl'linP' r atr.el tr:: ·uer estjr.g h) vuite 

home about . 11 
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~he ~ext day,fol lowing comp letion of so~e of our reg Qlar ~t i es around 

ci:mp, we a r,ain enjo y ::,ome r.iore wu.l'r{_ing on t he lower streets of U,e 

hill or Lapuziner Berg l ocated on t Le east Si (le ot the Se,lze,ch ? i vr;:r., 

As is the case wi tr, r,1o~t of 01.1.r walk{.s. vrn j u..;;t ~ta1·t walk.ing, Y.)ev11:r 

rea.lly knowing our i estination or what we wi gh t see. It's a surpri Bt, 

for us then when we come to another t:ozart family home , Look i ng closer 

at our map we f ind that tr.ere a tre several ::oz c::.. rt buildings, including 

the l~ozarteum, 1 )Caterl (Hi. t his si d '; of the river. The disa:ove ry and a 

tour of the homes sort of tops off our cultural intake of Salzburg. and 

we now have more of an understanding of the reason why it's called 

Jthe music cent er of the world . 

1:ralk.ing a little up along tr..e road, we come to an isolated and deserted 

house. Deserted houses have always been an a ttraction to ~ids and to 

soldiers - well, the enemy could be hidi ng there. During our tour of 

France and Ger many we learned a number of German words or phrases 

dealing with war f rom our official uhrase book.. J1. chance for us to 

use some of 'higher education· in dealing with the enemy. had rarely 

eXisted for most us in our tri 1: across the continent. Now before us 

lies a chance to try out ti O□e of tt is learn ing on a' muk. e believe' 

enemy. 1.7hen we a1·e c ertain th&. t there is n o one around to be seen or 

to hear us, Roy yells out ~t the t o-p of his voice, ~b.e ·:::. ,-:.rrna:n 'NO rds 

equivalant words to : "Come out side with your hands in tj1e 9jr snd 

surrender." 

11·'.rhat wuu.ld. ·,i e do, . . oy, if someone wo~ld come out? I inqu:i]P., "·E}·:e \~~_, .... 

is SU!rposed to oe over, s.nd we would run int.o c-:)c"!pli.c:a.tion t:r:y :i _1;g- .,_0 

find some place to ta~e n.ny Guch pri s oners - i t c o~,.J .. ,'!. be embarras ,; :i.ng, 11 

But as we had planned, luC!k i o ·with u B and n o one does c ome out. :io, 

just like a couule of contented kids, we continue our exploring of 
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our hill. ;. co ;~~1l e of times we st op long enough t o take s ome p j_ctures 

of the view l oo~ing d own on '..i a..l zburg i n its urett :y al l)ine Bet t i ng. 

1n our gu ide book t h ere' s u to reword that reads : "In Sa) zt u:re; a .. rd.tlst 

lovel;y mountai ns c:i nd lnk. es , a town peo pl a grmv up wi t h t h ~i .r hes:rt,s 

deeply roo ted in its be autiful wrrouncj. in_p;s, wi t i1 t he i r mine!.$ o:,os n ·to 

the inte r e sts of all na t i ons o:r t he world. 

"The peo ple devel o:1ed into a h i ghly cul t i vu ted group , natural in t h eir 

behaviour, but n ot s e cl uded :.:rom t he world. r.:_ihe lovely nature of the 

country of Salzbur g ha s Riven th e ~alzbur g ian s p ecial rich gifts and 

feelings for art , ani1 trsese have g iven birth to r.i.a n~ geniuses ranking 

among t he g reates t i n tr. e world . 

"!.!a:y thi s countr;1 an d i ts am ie.t le i nhab itants heln each foreigner feel 

at h ome whether he c o:ie s over on duty or t o e n j oy himself ." 

I agree wit h t he b ook . t hat t h i s is a very pr e tty country . Aild for that 

reason it ' s somet imed hard t o r eal i ze t ~at we've ,just come through a 
t 

ver;; b l oody war, G.n d t l-:ut ou r newl;; wo n peac e i n :::.:urope isjust start-

ing . "le ' ve been i m,t ructed i n our polic:y o:f f r a terni za t ion_, and warned 

that the Germcm ~;eonle pose a. t hrea t c f t he pot ential peace f or many 

years to come . But while we axe s ti 11 sol diers we ' re a l so sill free to 

thi nk:. Yost of us b ef or e t h e war ha d been t oo bu s y working f o r e. J i v:i. ng 

to t h ink. much ab ou.t t he r.eace that we enjoyed , o~- the war ➔:IJ coITH~ -

until it was wit r. us . ·.,·e can wonder,.i s t h i s c oan try .~:ny djf t erent t l·1r ... n 

of our free discu ssions , we r. av e voiced. t h e 0 1.'in~.or.,. ,t .rit: ".i /?:" f , r:H?).'S:11. j : 

forced into the s ituat ions t na t d evel or, . 
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3ut this tel k uwing:.:; ba c~ to tt e subject of fraterni zation. ',7e 're to 

remain, until otherwise instrn.cted , aloof as the conqueror over t he 

e ner.1y. 'i1 he r ulin~ has r.1b.ny r,ood -points considering all of the human 

l ives that have j us~ been lost. 3ut in fulfilling this well meant policy 

there' s at least one situa tion that mazes its own rules, and has a 

mind of its own . '~'he saying floes that all is fa.ir in love and war. Try

ing to keep the girls and soldi ~rs nnar t is like t r ying to divide the 

sky. The soldiers are lonesome for girls , und fo r t.ae gi rls there has 

existed a s hortage of boys . 

From the window in our second story building overlooking a nQrk ac ross 

the rive r we sometimes , for a uast time , ~&tch a drama ~f thi s rel1tion

Sh i p unfurl. Cour-les are strolling and n:akir:g l ove j_r ~ h- h>,.J f pr:lYaoy 

of the park a.nd the o.rea surrounding t iHi ri ver. G~ r'.9l"fll l~1 1 "t-! 9.!.:"'.• 1 ~ l<-•::::; 

privacy and r.1ore boldness that seems to mru e a rr: o -~;-. er.;} of o;.1 1' so - st 'Ci t ed 

policy. f.!aybe ·we're battle drunk, ou.t t h e dr w1:,1. t.•a~ms ::l~ t :, rr.f.' ~ to,,., 

qu ite humorous . J.nyone can be a r.q.a:,,er, and so I ' ra a.bout to beoc\N' ·St 

part of this little drama - qu. i te unintenti onally°. , 

The Aust ri an peo ple used to give our area a large distance between them 
• 

on their travels by here. How the;y go by the ;a;treet in front, and by 

the pa th along tte river, as if we were just a part of the landscape , 

and that we had been here f orever. And the neonle of course includes 

the girls • 

The river fl owinp.- by our buildings , ha::. b"' itself .t . ' been a source of 

f ascination for ~e us well as the other fellows. I could spend much 

time just sitting on the bank watc hing the swirl of the fas t water. It 

is just such a situati on thut exists on one su.vmy day after lunch. The 

weat her is wa:r·o .:n d th ere a.re several ot her soldiers also sitting around. 
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1·.nd now into ite ocene. oome very nice looting i'.ust rian girls in pretty 

colored sun dresses j ust ha open to co m~ vnJ.king by - also ·Jnjoy:i.ng the 

river on saci: u e lpally nice ~u'.::me:r day. _..re they lonesome and .just 

want to be fri endl;y . or are they snies? ':'he throe g j rls r i c~: me ,:,1.d: 

of the [rroup and edge tr. eir way over to \'·Jhe re J 1 rr, sit t ing and & .1. ~;,} ti. t: 

down on the rocky bank. 

Then to my surprise they start uu a conven,at ion in perfect ~ngJ 1.sh~ 

To a soldier who has not oeen near a:tJ. y t ;ype of girl f or a long time t 

let alone some that can speak ~nF;:1ish, it ' o q1:.. ite an event. I'm stiJ.l 

quite aware of who I a□ , and what is ta:."- j_ ng nlace. They are too nice 

l ooking to ever be \11anting for a.ny male cor.:.panionshi-p~ Theytre very 

friendl~.1 int heir conversation. and it seems tt.at their intent is to 

:orove tha t they are, and feel free to do their talking in the open. 

They tell me about their life and schoo l ing in S&lzburg. Their mastery 

of the 3nglish language they state is due to the requirement at school 

of all students to tak. e seve:c al languages . including Bngl ish. 

' '\'7hat nart of , the United ::; tates are you from?" one of them a~l.cs. 

I inform her that I live in·-,_•·_ia shing ton, and tell her my name. But the 

questions from them are few. ri1 hey tell me some more about themselves 

and their country in this region that they see~ q_·iite proud of ., If the.:re 

is any hatred in them concerning our occupation of t h ei1· country, it'n 

not expressed openly. Lik e mt:.ny of t r, e Y-.!avar j_a"lB, tb 0y s P.,~rn t c, ~,;:;ld 

to the long standing idea that Austri.a i s r! Ot C-r e:r: :!J.ha y. 1('r.1ere' ~ H::i.s o 

an expres:.;ed fear tha. t th io region wi ll ::., Ov; J b,:, O C(;U ·p5.e ,:.l os 1,!:JA )]1J.ns i an 

forces . -~s a re..;ul t of th is fear, t h eir love or f:--:: sine. -~: n<' ·-::r, ~- ,: . t,; (' 

Amari cans is now being openly demonstrate ct . 

'7hile I couldn't dispute t heir sincere approach, m:1 ni:i.u'5. ;-;t::.11 ::r t:(;5>._;_lGd 
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that thi s is t.r.e area w'here Eitler snent a l ot of his life and came 

into uower . r:'hen there's also anot her conflict of thou~hts . Does the 

action of one, or a grcu:) , condemn tnern a l l? 3ut I also real i ze that 

like I.'.ary a l lowing her pet lm:ib to be at school , I knew that it was 

against the r ules of our occupation to carry on an open conver sation 

with them. I had been en joy ing myself just sitting her e ~a tohing the 

water go by - but now f or a few minutes I've been enjoying their f r esh 

conversat ion . Shoul a. I demonst r ate my authority as tt: e conqueror ax1d 

a sk them to leave , o r ::;hould I &et up a.nd leave 1:1ysel f? Or, should I 

stay like a norr:!u l war m- blooded ~~r:ieri ca.n soldie1· and e::-i j o;y the f nl i ts 

of battl e . 

As the conversations continues, I r:o t ice ::.ever al o t;-_ i:;1• :;;r,!_d.i orfl, ~ ,,,_ 

cludinrr one of our I.ieutenants , about l:JO feet nf~tr.·AS?.m or. t.hc• k;;·•1;., 

'.rhis gatherinp: ..3 (:;Cnt.:$ to act as a signal :i:o:r one ot t }:c g l1·J..r:; to r~iJ ve 

even closer - wittin t~ucl:ing di::;tar~ce of ;r.e. Tr.en I fe:)). - f..~r , 1 .::r! ·" 

on my shoulder . "George , the Lieutenunt wan ts to hav e a woru wi'th yov. ~ 11 

''Thank you , 13°rad . " r ac~;:.nov1le&te . Then I excus~ ::1ysel f from the g :i.:r1s 

and make a hasty r etr eat u~ the bank . 

I make a pert ~ilitary Su.lute, an d then listen to the r eminder that 

I knew was c Dr.'li ng . 

A s hort while later I ' rn i n our roorn, :::ulling over f or a few minutes 

just what ha d icunnened . :.eall:; , considerinf everyt.ting , it has been a 

n ice day. ;.. short di st~nce ou toi de o:' our v/in:.iow an d below the path 

and bank , the waters of t ne Sal zach en nti.nue to r ace on their way . 

Across the river in th e woods by t:-i e _rark , tJ-.e Ytew romances between 

the p:irlB and the soldiers continue to fl :.rn.rish r:1ore in t he open·. The 
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drama continues to unfold before our eyes like ne wer e watching a lt.ve 

;:oze.:r· t Operu . '::he cu~'\ tured J er:nan field rrlab ... es make ideal opera 

gla sses . · 'i 11 tt: e rules of ·1varfar e keen tr_e soldiers away from the fair 

maiden s? Yes , it ' s !:a.rd to :'la:, tl:e role o±' t he conqueror. 

Br ad always seems to be th e one tr:at comes ur with those n ews f lashes 

concerning cominp.- even ti:; . "Guesl> what ' b going to ha~pen? " ·He leads 

into hi s announccrr.ent in a. vmy tr. at r.1akes me work f or the ans wer. 

"Tomorrow's the anniver~ary of ' ~ ' day and we 're all going home." 

I reply . 

"You' re right ab out the ' ·) ' d i::. y part , but we ' re {).Ot go ine: home. we 've 

orders r>endi nR tha.t wi 11 take us to l:a.ncy , Fran c;e , and one week. at a 

rest center - at least :nany of us a r e go ing there." 

"Hey , did the e uis ode of :~y frat ern i zat ion b~ th c river yest.erday hav e 

anythinP.,: to do v,i th such a desperately nce1ed rr.uve. rr T tnq:1 1 r.P. . "~ee.11_y 

th ough it sounds ,:rreat - sorneth ing I ' ve i:.. lv,ay:, wex. tcHt to :.o, :lr.>·.~t ,·,n 

going home . n 

"'.'/e ' ll be leaving e ,. rly in th e ~ornini:; . 11 hs L. :u~, . ''.iu1ci -..·,e 3'.1n 7 t ;, i;,v·~ 

to worry about makin~ 1:.r.;1 a1·rang emer, ts , as c,;e:r,fv b. ir:.g has 1:-ei:):'l t ,,,_,...,()11 

care of, includ in.P: t he trans,ort at i on i n o:ir ov11: ,: rivate tn1.tlr s. 

''Your enisode by the river di dn ' t tave anytc ing to eta ·,\ith the trip, 

a s the ·r lans have been made for quite !mhile . :tou were just a victim 

of ci rcurr.stan ces yesterday - but very n ice circumstances . I might add . 

I believe that alr..Ot.i t ever j 1one vm:::. jealous that the thr ee l ovely 

lad ies !1 i cked you to demonst r ate their friendlin ess on • .aut take hope, 

maybe all of us can ~1eet o ome eqo:ally fair made!Ooiselles in France 

without fear of break inf, the rules of n.odern v,ar f are. " 
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rt ' s no trouble ua.e:,~in g 1or our ;journe;y to t n e r est e-roa , jus t a obange 

of underviear and sox . .. hoops - I al:.:10:;;t ::.:e r got !i!:J toiJ.et art lc:J."! :; . ':1he 

weather is via.r m, so no extr!: coat besideti t r. c ..:L:,enl1ov1er ~Bock.et i s nee<", 

ed . '':>on ' t for get ~o ur ca. :::era . ·• 3ud re~1inlis rne ,'ihon he l0okett i-,t m:,i 

small pack . rt did look as if I had f or;,:otten so metr:iing . 

The 3253rd Signal :.:.ervice Com:.oan y r oll s again on th is bright sru1ny June 

mo r ning. ··:ell, abo;.it l:alf o:f tne Com-pany ' s going anyway, someone has 

to stay back a nd look after the shop - keep the girls and the Ru ssians 

fro m getting too wild . 

It seems stran~e to be truvelinf: west,with our canvas tarps ,of the .. shiny 

clean trucks , rolloct back . Our route has b een charted on the most direct 

road.on our destination to ~iunc;; , :F:1 rm1ce . ?art of the st r ange feeling 

comes fror.: the fa.ct th u t while we a.re now at peace, we have been p rog ram

ed for war . :ubconsciously we st i ll ex~ect a atrafing attack to occur 

at a ny time - we still !:ave that fear and we ' ll have to try and r eadjust . 

Once ap.:ain we're on ti1 e fest 1;,utobahn , but t l:is time we ' re t r aveling 

west. '11he r.:ore c.ountaj_nous norti on of the lov1er Alps are left behind 

as we fol low the r. i ghway toward ::uchen. t:ost of the country, like the 

p lains that I.:uci:en or ~:unicr. is ouilt on , i i:; a l eft - ever from tthe 

ice- age. 'fhe !.:1elting ice re:::ulted in large strea1!ls of Wb.ter· ~_.h j ch 

carried wi 11n th em huge ma~::; es of deb!"'ilcl, to be j_n t he .,_ . .1.ore-• 

in th is reg ion , and three of t he lar gest s.r~ ~1::.u\,'I) c.:S the :·!-s.":. .' .; •'C·:· ·>"'sc;Ei , 

the Ammer::::ee, ar.d the Chiemsee . Since our highviay g'-.)e3 :p~~·•u J.J. (:'l fVi· 

a few miles with this ·bea utiful lake known a .:; ~h iemsee, ~ brief stop 

i s a must . ·:re t:re on u vac ~tion , so besides tci e beaut~ o.f the lake f or 

u s to see , there's a Gite of i1h: toric vaJ.ue here of interel:lt for a ll 

vacationers . 
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Germany and the 3avarian C: ot..ntr:, has a histor y of many Zings who have 

built cities and ,nro:aoted science._.\ young 1:ing known al::> Ludwig 11, 

( 1864- 1886) int1·odoc ed th e ::1usic al drama . It was his eccentric king ' s 

t endecy toward mel an choly wt ich resu lted in th e fantasticall y desigped 

castles and mon umen ts throup:hout Bavaria. In seeking an outlet for tbis 

melanchol y dream in wr: ich he imagined himse l f as the 'Sun- ,:ing ' , Ludwig-

11 imitated Louis the :-'ourteenth of ? r f.1.nce. :Iis extravP.gance a.."1.d apparent 

loss of 1::ind caus Gd t he ruling bod.ti.es to exile h im t o Berg on t he ~)tar.n-

bergersee. Here ,he met i1 i l::> dea tr. a:tte'.'.'l'Pting to flee, 8Xl.d ~1 c:ro irn ma11:i{.s 

the sp ot where t is bods was discovered in t he lake . 

Before us on t h e west end of th e lak e is the Ciel.Si, le Ecn.'encr· i c -nf~ ~· f; , r::·~•~ f' 

is n ow the center of our attention a s we beg jn a brief tour, ~he ~aet l~ 

is the most luxurious i n Bavaria, a.n u. sit.uated o~ an e q_u~l.l~' pretty 1.~,.ke -

an ideal setting. The 'oui l dine- and thE: la.ndsca.:ring i s mor..eled after 

the_ Pal ace of 7ersa.i lle s , vihich was bu·i l t by the King L.:m is , the Four

teenth. The castle has b een closed for a neriod of the war , but it ' s 

open aga·in , and we are the first of endle;;:;.:, scoi·es of tourists as the 

sightseeing r esumes . ·::~re given so me lit e rature as we wait in the court

yard for our ~uide . ~he courtyard is in itself ~fabul ous in design . There 

a.r e several large peacocks strutting a1 ound and their brightl y color e d 

u l umage seems t o fit ri r.-h t in v,it h the decor . 

Our fro id.e arrives, an a we acre divided into gr ou~ s for the tour. The 

oriental r ngs , ar,d. marble fl oors are -prot ected along ou r pathwa y by 

a s-pecial floo r covering . Jt wi 11 hel_p to redu co some of the dirt and 

wear.but not all of it. I t mus t take a huge crew just t c keep the 

maintenance up on tr.is nlace , besides the othey c :rews of guides and 

p olice to guard uminst s tealing. 
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t. room known as the mi r ror Galle ry runs ti1c entire length of the 

castle , or a distanee of 3~8 feet. Co~ored or iental vlaster designs 

of leaves , and ·1~e G1:?le or even ts °'"' ver the walls u p ove1 the arched 

cei lingl:l . In tt. e S!,a c es a:co :;nd tr..e gilded wo r k , various murals are 

blended in to co~nlete ~h i s work of art . h ed dr~pes bordered with 

g old th read frnm e the Lutre windows. Gilded cas t·oewter cancllelabras 

hang f rom t he ceiljng a.nd ~ine the gall ery from ornamental atands on 

each side of the room . Our ;:uide tells u s t r.u.t the re i £, r, p}BGe i:>-et- -

ting for 2500 cundles • It WOiAld pro vide quite a b r:ill:i u. nt ~1ust r.::r 

when they are all lit. 

And there are other rooms - many of tt. e r.i. WH 100'.I'.. at .Jeve:i:·a_: o:f >· .. 9 

bedrooms bui l t ::or the young 1~ing Ludwip:. Our ,,:t .. i d.e inforF.ts us th8 t 

Ir.ing slept here for just t i;;o nights . '1It's quite a price t o pay f or 

just a few nights lodg-ing- , " comes the s~ oken rest' ons e . And our eyes 

view the luxury even befor e it';:; desc1· i bed. ·1: here are the bright 

oriental r ugs , muraled v1alls , f ancy candlelabras, silk curtains and 

a marble f:i. re-place • .-"-.lt hough it ' b rictly de::,igned~ it still contains 

the intimate loo~ of a bedroom • . , silk. can opy :c:,u.pµ orted b;g del:tcately 

designed gold gilded p ost:c:, tel p t o carry out this theme~ A carved 

gold nude female s tatue stLJnds guard over the to p of each post. And there 

is also the required other f urnitu re that is.needed to complete the 

setting . As we leav e the room I r. otice two gold intricately designed 

j eweled clocks. They are the wo rks of a skill ed. crsf trnan. 

Our tour takes us in to other bedrooms of u i iI'erent de s i g i1 and .furnish

ings . They a l l have a ric h wo.rm l0ok, and. yet the i ntimacy f eel.ing 

of a bed r oom. :ind there a.1·e othe r roorr,s r.:ljo ini.ng these ·oedrooms. 
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"This is the bat nroom, " our p.:u ide informs us. 'rhe r oom is lined with 

marble tile, ar, d tr: e marble ci'veps leed Li. own to a large sunk.en tub. 

The r oom iu larp:e e n.oui;:-h to sub8titcte f or aver:-; c omfortab2-e living 

qim.a~ter s. 1 he bath tub is -pro port i ona.t e ly as lar ge and :it COP.l et P., ('.[\ 0 ITl0 -

dat ea small swir:i party - al most 1:mywa:1 . .. ~ith a t'ew green nhmts 1.!.•.•!d.-

scau inR the room , one Pets the f eelinf 0f ou t s ide upaci.ousn08s. 

"I wouldn't want t he job of :;:'i l line this t uo wi t!-i. wan. WHt: flr," 1 c .)n.r'lP.r.+ 

as w,:; leave the room. ·.:.'hen I 1.10tj_ce that the .:;;:_n,:;tem incorpora-t; e .::. t he 

use of dur.ib wad. ters. 1•rj_ tr: such method of tran ::rr>or·tation the dcm~md :fo:r 

hot water could easily be c et ei U1er by bring ur t he hot water from 

below or b;y addir.~ hot o·" on es t o water in t he tu.b . Zings also had plenty 

of servants to per:f orm such menial task s. 

There is no nePd for our Puide to na~e the next room as a place for 

dining . He could have however dese rt bed it ::-,ore impressively as a 

"banq_uet ::~oom . .. J.nd here aP.'ain the room i s n ;:;how_case of more luxury. 

With its p:o ld' mo l d vrnrk. it resembles t h e !:':. irr·o r geller~ in □ini ture form. 

Murals follow the wal ls u p past tl:he coved ceiling;;), 

The firep lace has a gol d and marble front and mantel. In the 

center of the r.:iantel ti!ere is ano th&n · one of t t.o se fancy gold. clocks 

which in this setting is :f:1. an~~ ed by t v;o candlelab ra stmids. 'I-heir lit 

candles would reflect t h ei:r l i ght an d v,ar mtr. into two ceiling high 

mi rrors. 

And here as in :::;orr.e o:f the ot her r ooms , go l d Li!1ed :red d :r~per v,:!. ~h tie

backs cover the large window and doorways. :-.Ei•~ stu i'1:~:1 ·:".'- ~' n't ,i_:1, ;·;1g 

chairs and other furniture are i n the ro om . •.=1:.(, i'0 cs-,l ·:J•' --. : t ; :::' • - -~:ri1,(:t. 

ion in the center o::· t fl e r oom is a larr e :.abl:. ,r.:.tii f ',;.r.: 10 (1 ~). ~·.,,,,1 .cw.:: :...-
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on each side.~ red velvet, Rold laced cloth covers the c~nter of 

the ta. ble. On ton of" th is cloth uwi i n tL e uente:.:- of t.r~e table is 

a large white va~e bright l y filled with co lo red .,.,o:rcelaiti 

f l owers. 1'0 liR"ht t he tab le m,d its sis"'vt:Eg there is a larg-?. wr:i.te 

canc'llelabra hmP- ::ro l:! the ceiline: su:cnort ing ~:iany ca:r. (l1es,, A,'l oth -')l' 

hidden a~set of t }:e r oom is f eatu.red in t he dumbwa i t er uron which th e 

table rests. 'l'he t 8ble can co::-ie u p fro r:: a roon! below with a :fu.11 ~et

tin/Z with hot ::ood . .. hen the meal is ~inL.:; heJ., or when lt ' :o desired 

the table can be lo\·1er ed and cl Gt:.red in t h e df' • .r:, e manner. "I wonder 

i f they viOuld care to warr:. ur our ' C' r ations?" Bill q uips as we 

leave the r oom . 

Our tour takes us into some ~ore r uoms, but we pass a few that are 

closed off. ··:e 're ::, oon led outside into the sum,hine and t he world 

of real ity - just a bun ch of battle weary Gis on our way to a rest 

center. ~e sit on a ma rble bench in a fancy garden surrounded by 

fountains, r.:.nd we. i t f or t he rest of the g a ng to catch up with us. 

The visit wa~ well worth the extra time s pent to · see it. 

''It was n ice, but I don't f..n ow wr,ether I'd w::nt to live here." 3ill 

remarks as we travel in a boat ovey some water to our trucks and the 

road that leaa s to l[an cy. .~gain, we ' re on ou way to our destination • 

.. ,e make the regular roa.dsi d e st or s , c:nd t ake time of:: at, twelve to 

enjoy one of tho~;e nearl y .::or1 otten ' C' rat .ions . "Sorry that they ' re 

cold, 3ill. :3u t really we couldn ' t 1;.s k them t o wamn t h ~r., 2 ·' -C o1· as 

back e. t the -pc.lace. " 

? arll1 1· n the ., ...... verr.·oon O"r t·.,u c 1'.: 1·s ;.,...,, ,,~~ved 1· ~., ,, · ._ · · t - J - u.... u. r~ - ,., , .1 - , ! a ~;- ). Jr: t'- S· e O ::._ Cl '2:11 , .· 

driver dh,uovcr8 u 0on sto :'} j_ng . ·.:e coul'.i .~ eep or. goinf,·. out tir[ie is 
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taken to fill out e re port, on d to inf orm some residents of a near 

by hous e ab out the a~8ider:t. 1.'he bicycle wao badly damag ed, so per-

hans the re"Dort will hel-n the :;oung d1·iver to fi le a claim fo r a new one. 

'.'!e are now b&.c r~ in the l t, nd of __.' ranee , und the youngsters are still 

asking for t hat cig~rette fo r papa , and chocolate for mamma. I t seems 

l ike it was 0u1~, ye :., terda.;y tha t we heard t heir first p leas for s u ch 

a handout. In roo::;;t cH.;,rns,a<j he a :r:,peared and g iven the a rticl e , the child 

would wind uu eat j n i:s the chocolate , ~nd. smok.ing the cigarette by him-

self . Th e cor:1mo niti es e.o-.: ed :for,are sear 8e jn r'ra.nce or Europ e , they 

are hi[!hl y prized and used f or r::one;,, in t~ie exchange fc r ot:-:er go odQ or 

serVi ces. 

rest area . ''I s n r nose sor:1e of tte fcl1ow::s ·.:,·i ll re~riBi t :.:;.;,~1,:- o:E their 

old f,i r l friends or a ,,uail'taniees in :,une-ville . :h~:.t ;::i tv h i on};; ab01J.t 

twenty miles to our south . 11 

In our ~our ne~ f r or:: :)u.l zbur c to day , v:e ,nude r eal good time and WE.i ere 

in the lfar. cy r es t c e n ter early e~1 ough to reg i s ter and look around tbe 

p lace before di :'.1Yl er . '~t e r est a:i· ea. its elf is composed of a cluster of 

sever a l large bui l din gs . ~·irn:re ' ;;; a ll so rts of recreati onal equipment 

set up for our enjo;1 :·.rnnt . ·.:: here ' s a reading ro ow that boasts a small 

libr ary , a '.l1usic room, nnd t, Dl ace for dur.cing. Of i mmediate interest 

to us is t he dinin~i: room ;; nd its adJoininf, ,:itchen f F..c:ilit i es , fo r 

snacks . Ou t s ide in the pri vac;y of the courtyar- d there' i::l a swimming 

r ool , deckchairs , a n d tables for ··,ing1 ong or other gan es of leisure . 

For our sleepinp: quarters ·-Ne ' re :i_:: ro vide c1 the 1..1 e :;; t t h e Irancy has to 

off er . Litr.e several o:t' t he othe:::-s, I ' m ~i ven £:. or.:..all room 



Vl78 - Geor~e _,. St,n f ord Just ~&it Soldier 

located in ~ ~earby ~ ;all hotel . Jverything is clean und the re 

are real tiheet~ on the bed. ?here are modern toilet facilities, but 

o:f a aif f e1·ent ut ;,;le than \'JC r.s.ve in the ;.;tc.tes. 'i'he toilet consists 

of a t,j x- inch ho le in ~ ti le i1 oor . J ;y th e bed ;On a night stand~ there's 

a nitcher of water , a ba~in , a towel, and a floss. ~he ro om is quiet 

and I get a. very enjoyable nigtts ::;leep . 

I 've alvmys ha:! u :i:' tJ.scino.t ion for the city o:t ::tlr .. cy ever since the time 

last ye~ r when I ha d interue pted tte me~sug e ~t~tin g that our forces 

had liberated the city . '.l.1: i i8 iB u ver'j prett:; litt l e Y:' :ronoh cit;y, com

-oaring somewhat with Lune ville , if ,,ns c or.r_oa risen i a a t. all pose i b l e" 

~a.ch city , like :c-eo:cle , P:O es on its o•:rn me r its. 1··n;foc j _ t 1 
~' th a f :r('Dh-

attractl:i my likinc at t ~: i8 tj me . 

1Phere ' s n o Firot ::..: e:r p.eant to te1.l us to get u ,. a:i.d. eat o:::· t. o do 

or do that, so ~~ybe it'l::> Just out of habit that I ge t ur ear ly enough 

to mak.e m;y vm;y to t oe di ning r oor~1 in ti 1r1e for ·ore:--kf1~st end the other 

me als. T do ehjo~ being ~aitetl on. It'~ the ~eeling that I ' m Zing fo r 

a day . ;.t any suc i1 rest c:enter tr1ere• ~ alw[;.:,' s bee::.- and whiskey avail

able . I should ~:riov; better , but it' s ti¢e fo r celebrat i on, and I in

dulge ar.ainst my be~ter judge~ent, with a can of beer and a jigger of 

whisk.ey . I don ' t f eel very good after the ::·ree refreshments, and I 

don ' t feel .~uch better du r ing 8. f retful n ight's s l eep. 

T1 he sunshine o~ & n eYi d~ brings r:1e the p l'O~-pecti:l oI' feeling much 

better. Sy the h~rd way 01 exuerience I ' ve learned my lesson - I hope . 

I make a r ledge on tLe ;51,ot, tirn.t any further- c.:elebrating will be done 

with :;,oft drink;:; W1d ice<.:rearn . Jasi calJ.;y , it's n ice just to drink :in 

t r: e be~nt~, of the " renc~ co untryside v;i t h tr. e trees, flowers , and the 
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cheerful ~e ople ,,..,~o are en joying a !1.eri foun d i reedom. 

There's ylenty to do ~it ~ our time; convers ations with new friends, 

:ram es to r lay , ::.ovi e8 to watch, vii th read inf and good meals to f ill in 

with . '.!.'hen we ret;;.r!1 to our rooms f or a p-ood n ip.:ht ' s sleep . 

our last day at t ne cent e r. S und ey, , June the tenth. i s a rather S"C'ecial 
• 

day in the wa:; of eatinf< and e.."lte::rt~inment . ?or dinner it ' s the chef's 

special. v.nd he go es al l out to bring us a meal to remember. b'or the 

entertaj.nment the re' s a or.iall tro u:>e of' young gymnasts - madmoiselles 

even . 11;.ren't you e-l ud :r reminded you to t3k.e your camera'?" Bud teases 

me when he n oticed me snapping a few pictures of the athletes . 

And all ~ood t l~ing-o r;:ust come to un end - even our few days a t the 

rest center . It ha:::i b r en <r.1i t e ar. ex perience, one t hat I ' ve en joyed. 

and one T' m oure tr.,.t I'll rer.ianbar :·or quite a while . It was a cha nce 

to see oome of PrRnce when it wasn ' t at war . 

But our deener t h •)ug.hts ure surfaced ro3 · vie a :i.·:i·ive bs.ck. a t our Austrian 

news yet ab out v1hen we' re rso i ng hor.:ie? " 

''!!one whatsoever, '' comes tile reply . ".:;xcept t1le:re.'t.. ~' !1 ugJ.,:· ::: :•:.:.•" ~· z:,:1 n g 

e. r ound thr., t Cone:re.;s ~ight chD nge the ,·oint s:,i ster.i ~ tt~d tr-at w c-n."1.tl 

mean ~ore a elu ys for :nvr, ~, ot us . " 

But there ' s snme □ai l fro~ home to ch ee r us up , reminding ~s that we 

still do have a home , hnd that ;.;omeone v,c~o ·ct.res ici thim:.ing about us . 

But at the closinF, of each letter ther e ' s still that same quest ion and 

reminder: ''H1:i.ve you r.er.;. r d whe n j'OU r:ii ght be comin f? home? 11 
1i.ll of the 

f ellows □us t huve been a sk e J tr. e same ou eo tion . and the arnmers back. 

back h ome will be about tr:e same . 



Vl78- George L. s~nfo rd - yage 289- Jutit ·.1ait Sol dier 

"Dear ;.~om , Your k{iowledf-'e u, to when we' 11 r.;et to go home is about as 

good as ours. I r..o·ne, lit~e you , that it ' l l b e soon, but we a.re reall;y 

lac ;~inf! any officic:l ir::f.'or1::&t i on at th i8 t ime. ·.:.•tier e ' s ;..i rur.:.or thf:l.t ii 

~ 

around the f ir8t of July . ~here roe~ lot of troopJ t o move from Lera ., 

arid it'll take time even if tr: ings l/O, sr:iooth . r.i'her e do~8 see.m t o 1)e 

a deDnite lack of leuders hi p bt thiH stage of the activities. This is 

a very prett;y ,: lace to be near if we d.o bave to wa.i t. So, like the 

other f a l lows , I ' l l try a.nd r.1a ke the !::ost of the situ.a t ion and en joy 

the surround in~ Al:r,>8 . I 1 11 lee fl you ini' ormed. " 

Ancl to mak e the :::ost of t he .; ituat ion , we resu.'1le our daily walks around 

Sal zbur g, and do 8ome so me occasional shopr.ing . The !TIOVies al so give us 

another source of ~1easan t ·oast i me . The rules c oncerni.ng fraternizat ion 

remain in effect, but the enforce:.lent of such rules seem t o be all but 

forgotten . It seems no\·1 t.hi;t if I choooe to sit and watch the swirling 

waters of t .he Sal zach, I woul d remain al one • ·.rhile the girls are st ill 

friendl:y, they are '.".lore inde nendent - by some means more secretly, the 
' . 

boy- girl rel at ion~hi~ has been established with rules of their own. 

The ,trm:Y has sta:rted using :;; ome of the ;;.ustrians , and d 'l$placed persons 

a s well , i n emulo:,,i rnent for the needed s ervices of ou.r t ;;.·oops. 1.rhey a r e 

used in laundrie s , supplying food, mid trans 0ort~tt on t o nrune a few. Of 

course conduc t-Ing tours has alrmys been a part of tr. f.l i.J" l :\. :fo. n:1he:i.r 

knowledg e of :;; evera l languages is ver~' U..:: f} ::..'ul i n t r:t s ~'j_eld of V; O'rk:. T t 

with colored brochures L'1.vi ting us to b 8 u gue~'t Oil ,;1; ,~} o .C the :V:- ~-.(•:n:e, 

On Thursday, June 28th, our uni~ is ~re ~ented with s oma cf tt i ~ l~ t er

ature, and invited to c;o on a tr.ree nay tour so ,1t:1 of Si.--; l zburg cmd 
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over the _:·.lpi:'.le I:oad t o the vicinity of a. hig h mountai n called Gross

glockner. :ve1·:v'thin~ v1ill be fu rnished inc~uaing meals , hotel, and 

guide . I love •:oun t~ _i..hti, and I ' d l ove to vi :-sit tl'c ese I~lps. The offer is 

indeed a ter.n)tation. r_;_1here's anoti.er te1Yptation open to me that calls 

for a fa.st decio ion bet we en ·.:.he two. '.:'here 's a rumor that those in my 

l)Oint p riority rur:ge :ni@:'ht ::,tart :!:'o r home within a we ek,. That oue r,f 

these temptations is just a rumor io tr·.e deciding fuctor. It's pretty 

her e in Salzbur g , but the inactivity durin?-' th Js pcrio rl of w?.:ltjr.1g , ·l.B 

startinp.- to drive nea.rly everyone u-p tbe nall . !, t least the tour lB 

a nosi ti ve offer, and maybe the one in e. life·.:. ime. 

The trucks are lined u-c) n ice and clean earl;y / ri day 1::oTing~ and w€: are 

waiting for the tour in our clean olive colored uniforms . our guide 

so on arrives ~nd we get a er.a.nee to talk to her briefly before the start 

of our triu . She ' :.:., an J,,u::;trian who speaks :.:;riglish with ju1:>t a slight 

accent of Ge r man . :.:;y thought::; r eflect back. to the three girls by the 

Sal zach :-"; i ver and reoer:i.b e :r that their ?.:ngl ish was ti.lmol::)t flawless, "She' i: 

not guite as ,good loo t inr either . '' Brad remind.:: Irie. ''3ut maybe it's bet

ter thici way . She ~~near s to be a real nice IT~ide who would know her 

vrny around the country r. nd resorts. '.:'he 1;1ai!'l reason fo r the tri p is to 

see the country - so let'::; get going . " 

Our little convoy of sightseers is made up of one truck filled with 

fellows from our :~ 253rd ~ignal Service Company , and there are three 

other trucks fi l ledwi th troons fror.1 other un its. our ru.ide is in the 

lead vehicle identified as a we ay: ons carrie·r. ".!)ue credit should be 

M ven to tI'- e ::.e,.1 ';ro ss. " . ome o~ the fellows teJ_l me. "It; hrs been with 

their coor erati ,m that :r.ost of the::;e arran gerr.e,'! ts have been r::rn.de . ' 

' "l e have nlanned our trip to ':lak e a ci rcl8 r out.o a r-ou:r;.d tc,~ ~;.o...-, it';~iseo 
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area , to a point about 40 miles oouth of ~alzburg. From this point we'll 

make a side tri:9 of t nirt:,1 .~:iles over t he Gros~g·lockner- Alp•ine I-:ogn t o 

the town of P.eili P-enblut i n the ? rovjnce o:.' Cm·inthia - &nd that 5.s 

looking r head . our excurs ion had j ust star t ed , so, with the a:i o_ '.) f l'.l. 

small P:Uide book. , and -t;he help fro m our real 1 ive 0uide, I' l l t ry and 

keep track of the r oint:5 o:::· int erect as we pro c ~ed. ~·1.t ~ i:t: rr. -l ·1 .-.\ c vi~., :~ ,_,_me 

to the CaGtle of Goldenstein, and the sr.1ull city by the same nameo '.rhe 

castle is now U.3ed for a school . 

Just before we ret:.c b the town of Hal lein . a distance of 11 miles , we 

pull over to t he side of ti1e road for a l ovely view of the mountains. 

The Salza<.: h river- iG L'l f ront of us . c..:n d to tte west a r e mountains of 

the reRion near 3er chtesgad en . I t ' s a very pretty view, and our guide 

describes it as bei nG° a, ·11e1y romantic place . 11 ~he so rt of blush e a 

after matCing t h e otat eme~1t. r ealizing that they rnight not have been 

the ri tiht words . 3ut t hen I v..onde:r i i" th ey wer· e or not . '.!.1he f e llows do 

seem D. little uloof. u.n d r.1a.ybe :nost of t hem :t. ik e me. had the nonf rat e r

niza tionn olicy drumme d into t hem li{.e a brainwash. Lat er she quips, , 

'Maybe if we had a little ~ ine i t would liven the bunch up mo r e. 11 That 

remark seems to breok. the ice, and there ' s more cornmunicat1.on - as there 

shonl d be. 

Hallein is a town o::;:· 8, 0 00 , and bO L-8ts of hav ing i:u:ropes largest swim

ming bath . It ' ::; a ver:J old torm, with a ual t ~ni!ie nea r heTe t hat's 

bigger than t he o!'le near .'3e1· cht as ; ad en . ~Ihi t or j_ c 8 1/ido:nce ;;, hows thi·t 

the Romans as well us i..he Celts wo r k.ed i n these i~-~., J. t min.os. 

At a distance of 18 u iles we go t h rc,ugh the tovm of '.}ol ling ti1t1.1; :i. ::.··!'S 

claim to having two wor-ld- fan! ous water f alls, H,. v,oll a__, f:.\Ort·~ ::.2!rc.s, ·, .·f:! 

go t h rough the c har r:1ing villag e o:: '"/er- I'en ne::.::t , at c..b--:·ttt. 28 r!i l es . ii 
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fortress built in 107? by an .,,rchbh,hop is located here. On a branch 

road , and a fou r hour d 1~:i ve "i·ro r:1 r.ere, :~uro-pe 's largest ice caverns 

can be seen. 

·::e continue on ou r route go inp.- IJL.8t the rai 1 junction town of HiSchofs

hoff en to the beautiful sur.ime r resor t. of ;:; t- Johann with its new two 

s pired Gothic Uimrch. : 'rom here we t3.4e a ::;i de tri p of th-:rao aau one 

half miles to Vib it the Lic hen sst ein kla::i.m, or fO l'ge r;.nd fc.1ls, It f13-:~! 's 

i:i;ood to stretch ~y lcf~ ai'ter 42 :niles of t ruck dri vlng . 

I bring r~;y car.,era aJ.. onp.- on the Wb.lk t o h o pefn.11;1 take ~ome p ict1.1 :rtH.L 

17e 're led along a v:el l - built tourist trb.il f or u co'..lple of bloc:~s 

besides tte ::lur.1m . ·.rhere a:rc f-Ua.rd rails, a nd built-iE s tei,s to climb 

in some rlaces . ~ven with the p rovision;;; for our s afe ty, one can feel 

the sensn tion of smalln ess or even f ear as vie p roceed on the t rai 1. 

There are a lot oi' !)re:. t y vi evrn for a. p icture , but it's too dark in 

this rorp;e for the sn ecd of th e f i lm that I have in the camera. The sky 

is nearly shut out by the overhanging rock cliffs that extend upward 

over a thous8nd f eet . 1J1 eerie blue light seem to ~enetrate around us. 

An if the t h e liRht wasn't en -:>Uph r-ro b lem to disco urae;e :p icture taking, 

there ' s a co nstt-nt ::1ist or t:>p ray falling ove:: us as the turbulant and 

foaming water ri.;..tiheB t hrough the narrow ravine. Brad is r ight behind 

me , but he'::; unci:>le to l:ear me , so we hc.ve to revert to sign language 

for any cor:11nunic3tion. 

Later we r.,ake our v·iay bac\( d own the v;et waH:way end stairs. At the end 

of the ~ lanm there's a ~pectacul~r 260 foot waterf~ll. It'~ easy to 

understand why thi~ ~~l a mm has t b e re:mtation of bej ng one oi the fine s t 

in the ;,lps . i'. ow a1·e we to get ~ome p ic tures of U.- is n :d;nr.6.l •J1 ,) E d c;:r•? 

This i o a reoort to r tour ists or vac a. tioner8 :1z;.d there.s..x.,f) ::,toreR a n ct 
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hotels to take care of their needs . ' .'i th r. few schillings we buy some 

nice large photoi:rr :.L:~-~1J' ::_·or souvenirs. Oth er items of Bavarian crafts 

manship ure also r-urchased i or g ifts to be sent home . 

··:h ile I had r,urchai.;ed so r.ie -;-;ictures of the i: lar.lm, I des ired something 

more -personal to Li -:ld to our -presence here . It'::; light enough for a 

street ::,cene , and I ta~e a. picture snowing the a mall resort with our 

trucks and sor.ie of th e r'ellows i n tb e bacr,:ground near th e trucks. The 

white and brown tri ··;_med t wo 8tory 1.lu.ildings are qu:i.te prc·::.t_y v1:i.th the:i :r

steep roofo and curved bol conies in front. ··:i th ~-he backdro p ot" t ,·:r; 

1,lps , and the s plaoh color of a 1e·,1 bright :flowerz , the .s,:,•~'., t: i~ ~m.0 

of a postcard . I have further luc\i:. in taking t he :.l i •.'.!·t 11 :~EJ a.:;; t\;-·r. f.m.·- ~ l 

childre:r. dressed in ty ~) ical Bavarjan st;;-· le cow·J i~to 17j_ew. 

"'e take the road buck to St Joho.nn, and then proceed i~ a more ~·,eatar

ly direction , :f."o llowing the same course as the Salzach :.::. iv-e:r for ten 

:niles to the town of Lend . irom here we travel sou.th on a side road 

r>ast the town of ;iofr-:asteir .. to the ia";ous rebort town of Badge.stein. 

'l.'his side trin ad,! s a.nothe:c fifteen miles to our travel. This is another 

very prett:y re;:.ort town of the ..ii.lps , and it ' s ,p.ite large for a resort. 

1:1e have arri ve j at lunch time, so bei ore we look around, we need to 

find a ~lace to eat . Andi ~ seems that our euide has just the right 

}; lace picked out f or us to have lunch . It's called Hotel Gruner and i t 

ha.s a caf e set ur vii th t 1:; oles 11nd chairs . F rom the walls and running 

up over the coved ceilings , are co l,J·red :nurals depicting various .Alpine 

scenes. 

But we ca.rne here to eat , so, wr. at will it be , sir? You g i..lessed it ..; 

' C' rations . I'd often dre1;.,;1e ,3. a.bout eating such foo d ~. 1;. Bt:teh a fanc~ 

p lace as this , but I really didn't thin~ that it woul d hafpen. Of 
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course we reallJ knen that the rat ionu ~ould be our first me a l -

A.nd they v.re aLrn.yb UB b:::..d a:::; we complain. :'i:le:,i warm ther:1 u :, • for t1s , e.nd 

we have so::Je hot coff ee ·:,hile er: ~oying bone x;ie;e conversution ,;:,:it i:l. 0 11r 

hostess, m d ~-~li .::.e . 

'?hile we're eatin~ our lunch we al~o find out that this will be just 

the -place to buy some -~_ore T-' i ctures and other souvenirs, .before go i ng 

outside for a f ev1 :-:-:inu tes o:;.· s i~h tsce ing. 

This is ~ worl.J fa ,~ous resort wi t h its ho tels, churc hes , stores , and 

bath inp:, "!' laces . -~he t v;o l ar r-e waterfal ls in th e center of the town, 

r e ally contribute to i t s beauty. Bl'ad has been r eadin g oo me advertising 

in our travel brochures , and he f;Ctb my attenti on. 

"List en to this . George , ao out how good this thermal water that cont a ins 

radiur.i , i.:3 s1.r, n osed to be . '.i.1 hiti wuter ha.; ll r.1aximum temperature of 

120 degrees aY1d is. 1~i u eci to every hotel wia be.tc. place in the city. It ' s 

l isted as ~ oure for old age , ne r vous diseases , neralgia, sciatica, 

nervous debility , t abes dor::.ai..is , eo ut, rhuemutism , a.nd other complaints 

Eovi ab out that'? It so u.nds al.mo:3 t like they found the four.. tai n of youth . " 

"I don ' t even ~now what ;:;ome o :i. t hose di:::> ease:;; u:.·e, I5rc.1cl.,. I T6pls, 

''But I wn.s ttin,:ing , since t.t. e::; do a lot of s,.,iing and oth e r WJ.!l~:::r 

Bp(?rts aro~nd t t: i s area, it ' d. be :.ice a t t e r ~ full d.ay':,;; i1arJ. ·;,r: .•. -:. •.::1.1":i 

t o return to t he hotel to ::>oak some of t ho;.;e ~oro !j'.1~1 f l~~ in a reul 

wa:rm t h ermal bath . ·1 

But we have other ob,;ec tives for t oday • s o. with ful l stomac hs, and 

en ough sightseeinp- , we a aain nroceed back. to the main road to cont inue 

our westward c our.3e . ..f te1· ten mi lcl:> of travel we reach the v i llage of 

Bruck, 1.vhich i s the p.:a.tewa,y city f®r t he Gro8sglock.ner Alpine Highway 

to the south . ~his so - ca lled miracle of nustrian road-building 
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technique was planned end directed by an engineer named 1'/a.llack. rrhe 

work was started in 1930 , and completed , as fur as t he Sal7,hurg 

territory gnes, in 1934. ~he road will take us f rom t he vaileJ near 

Bruck \'Jhere the altitnde is 2 , 48G feet, to t h e sw:nnit of t,he na.!-rn~ 

at an altitude of 8 , 225 f eet. The sur!':'.r.:it is ro mi les :~'.rom here 1;;.n.i. 

forms the b.:undary between Salzburg i:rovinee, and th e ? rc,rjn(.!8 of 

Carinthia.. ~ he Carinthia section of the road wE13 conrpleted soo~1 i;,.f te.r ·the 

Salzburg section was conrpleted . a,f ter lea;ring i3ruck , on ou.r ti·t:rvels 

this afternoon we fi rs t go thr.ough a SG1all se ttlement named Dorf 
• 

Fusch. nt a distance of 8- 1/2 miles south of this village we have a 

gorgeous v ista of the Ferleiten Valley enclosed by the near- by 

magnificent glaciers. li1urth er ahead at ".;he tov;n of Fer lei ten, there 

are two very inviting alpine r.otels. Prom this dn.stanoe of 9 miles 

from druoh we' re at BL al tit~ de ot z, , 777 feet ace ording to onr o:f 

the highv;a;; Si f:n::; wlli ch we tran::;lat e f1·orr: Kiloo et ers. From here, the 

real mountainous rortion of the road begins . This section of the road 

is v:ider , and ot i ll cor.tinue.5 unJer tbe maxi r.mm grade of 

''le g o past a waterf&.11 name d Schlei 0 r, and the en ter a seJ'ries of 

switchbacks to reao :: the the first vie \'/ and parking area at 12 miles 

and an elevation of 5,;~19 :f'eet. Stop-cinp: here ju::;t bri ef'ly to take 

in the wonder:nl vj ev; thct greets us, we ber;i n to se -a some of the 

work. that went into the com;truction of thh:~ r e ad. ~"le conti:nu.e on 

around two --:1ore curves we reac i1 an altitL1de of 0 , :)74, feet. ut 1 ~-:\--1/2 

is a park.ing area to sto r t-nd take in tbe v:lew , and t.r•e:::·e. •s a lr3o J:.n 

Inn located here that looks like a good p lace ~o eat - or m~Jbe 

warm up some of t r.ose good flavo red 'C' rlit icns . But 'Je cont:i.:o.ue on 

and un around two ~ore curves where t we en e1· a st·ee.)e.r i· egion 
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1·efe r r ed t o as the ·1·.'i tches .. <i tchen, or ' liexenkutche'. At a s t eep 

n lace m.irne d t b..e :!:delweis s\·J~"-nd , th e road goes around sever a l more 

cu rves to anoth er pu.1:king area . Our distance from Br uck i s n ow 1 6 

::-:iles , and at 7 , 795 f eet , vie can def initely feel the cooler and thinner 

a ir. 

On up f ro m here we CTake a long sv,e eping curve over the Torlgra t, or 

on e of t.r.e two s ur:!i.!i t r i dges . '.!.' hen we s wing around a nother peak called 

the Torlkopf and over t o unoth er par i: ing: gr ound . I t' s t i me t o get ou t 

of the trucks a nd s t ret ch our legs ·wi t h u l itt l e r unni ng , and take 

some dee;) breaths of t he coo 1 f resh ai r. 'J.:here i s at this pl a ce call e d 

Fuscher torl, a well r un hut. ?here i ~ also ::;o rr.e snow on t he g round 

n ear us , so it doesn ' t l oo~ or fee l ~uc h like sw~Der on this 29 t h day 

of J une . 

:3e:fore the l e.s t i:?rad e l er:.d i ng un to tr.e su1:1r;1it, we no t i ,_:,. . .J .'J b r rmcb 

road lead i ng off to our left - and now we h:.~ve a c rwnco to ft!..i k ou.:r- eu i a e 

about i t. "It ' :::. r one ..i i l e l ong s c en i 8 road. goi:''.ff t o th E! t op of the 

-:,,1·del we1.· ss Qn'i'tze ., s n' e re ·p11· es "I-'- ' s 8 4'.:. r ·rce t 1· 1·c,., --r d 'l"P "' ' ~ ,- ,., 
.J - ...J , ., t • L ,. ._., t) ... - ; l,.! b'·~ t CJ. . l .,.. . ..10.~.!. ) ...... ~ 

the h i gh est part of tr:e road. 'Phere ' s a pa::r'.: i ng f ... r ea the 1·e - and whF.,t 

a ro mantic view . On a cl ear day one can see :f."u:r i nt o I tal ~1 , a vi.aw of 

over 19 glaciers , and one c an :::. ee ove r 30 r:10u n taj. !1S that a.re over 

10,000 feet hi gh . I t ' s j u s t wonderf ul - yes , that ' ;;; the word." 

:rr om our par k. i ng urea , we now de e end to the oho re of a l i ttle alpine 

l ake where there ' 8 u i:)a.:d:ing are a called ?u.s cherlacke. Next, the road 

lead s back u p t o about 7 , G39 f eet where we g o through the 1 24 yard long 

l-: i t tert o r l r:'unne l. ',i e f o l low ar ound t he ' V' µort i on oi' the two f i ngered 

ridge on e...YJ. ea::; tern wall. :ie ; now f ollow some ~witch backs back an d up 

to an elevation of 8 , 225 fe et , u t a. <1iS t8l1.ce of 20 - 1/2 r.1i l eti f rom 
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:3ruc~~ • .-~t th is ::oint ,.,;e P:O through a 339 yard long tunnel of Hochtor, 

which mar',cs tr:e 1:lorder bet,.•1e en the :.::alzburg a.>1d Carinthia Provinces. 

--•e ' re on the oths r si de of the other fingered ridge, and we are now 

overlook j_ng tr, e lu.~ ? e : .. oell 'lu.lley f illed \·,i th mbli ;y resorts and the 

famous al pine vil lige of !ie:i ligenolut . 1:' ro n1 our vun ta8e point up here 

we can also see r.w.n:1 icefie lds in the west er l;y valleys t.q.a t lead up 

to a g roup of hiR:'h er ridfe s und T"'eak. s • 

.. ,e start our decent i· o2.~L •Y:,.' n f some switchbs.ci(s down sor:ie steep slopes 

of the first hhmp . Our s1• ee J increa~es a~ we go down sieves with less 

curves, and we don ' t ~ c er.1 to n oti ee t h ing s c.!.~ :-'.!L!.Ch as when we were 

climbing . .. t a ,··lnce cu.lle:1 l'aGerne ck, 6 , 892 feet , 01Jr eon l!oy sto Po 

just lonp- en ouG"h :::or our r·u ide t o ·.-:o int ,):;. t to n,:; the I big on0', ox· 

Grossglockner. It ' s t r u l y a ma ~estic p eak. 

Follmvj nf: S..)m.o :-: .·)re curve::,; fil')Und a vmlJ. o.:.. :r0ct .• vrn C1.mr e to th.s 

Guttal 3ridge, and a. br;_r.ch ·!.- oint of t h e road. . ···e 1 ve co1::c &. c:.is t f'.n ce 

of 25 miles , ar: d we I re at an elevation of 6, Ot17 f.eet. 'l1 he g1ac ier 

road le~tds to "'c,he right or v1est and t h e direc t ion of Gro ssglockner. 

The roac1 the.t we take t:. 7, t hi s tir:ie leads down to the village of 

Heili~enblut and ot~0r ro ~ds to tte south . ?or tonight, our destina

tjon will be the village . ·:e contiLue our decent more g radually as 

the r::ountain tapers off with :fewer curves. 'l'he church from which the 

village received its nar.1e , has a s nire that can be seen for many 

miles around. ..nd 'Nhile the church ma:,' be the center of inter est for 

the village , tonie ht our interest:::i v1ill be in 1,he fancy inn that the 

Red Cross und oc;r ..-uide !::ave reeerved f or us. ·:1e ' re a hungry bunch of 

tourists after all of ti: e tra·1 el1 n g and all of the fresh mount ain air. 

Our trucks are no·,,, r-ar ',~ed on the st:ceet in front of the inn , wher e 

we're introduced and shovm to ou.r quarters. :;,,' or dinne r we're served 
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a ni c e hot ::ieo.l - n o□e coo ked. Cf e qLc.i.: l , or even r:10re importance than 

•the meal in tr. is to ur i s ~ o:r resort center , is the ent ertainment and 

souial :r.artici 110.t, io n . '.'.:here ' s i nst rument a l mu:;,i c as well a s singing. 

In the sr otlight .:.'o::.· ouy l.:>Dec icl ·oene:t'it to .d.f,ht , our hostess intro 

duces an /.ustrian 1:> i n rrer !.ffid movie star. Ghe sings about fi"le folk.-

ty!)e sonffS - one dontt t l::..:.t. includes some yodelliµg . She ' s a fine 

singer and also ve ry pre ttJ . 

'l'he en tertainrncnt i :s uoncluded al::> t he hou r rot s late , and i.t-•:-., ti'1'll3 

for bed . I leave a oi n~l e room U!)Stb.i :rs on \. CJ i) nort h:; l rle of' thf:< o· .. 5 _;_, 

ing . After tt:e excite~er.t of th e tri p , coupleJ with t.he fe~}.jJ.g ,:_.i' 

being in a ::;tn:..r.gc l>e d , I lie av1al(e for o.wi:ile :::-er:: i r:.~s(;ing of the 

e ven t s and t he IJeauty of the counti·y t ha t now s1; r1·o undf:l u s. In some 

ways, i t r er.1inds :ne of ou r Olympic L:ountains back i n ·.va shingto n State. 

, .. i th the se thoup:hts , I final ly p:et to s l e ep , an d wak. e up ear l y i n the 

n ext mor ning , f eelinp. quite rested . Brad tas noticed the special 

guest singe r comi ng out of the roor.1 next to i!tine , ·and of cour se he has 

t o k i d me about such observation •. rrLeas t wise , George , besi des later 

b r agging that you once hee. r d a famous movie star sing over here, you 

can also ';:j ay that you slept n ext do or to her. " 

A go od breakfast i s served before we take off on our village sight-

s eeing . Thi l:l isn ' t too l arge of a village , but it I o well pro g r amed 

f or the tour ists , or mountain cl ir.;bers and s~ier s . Of pr1ori t y t o 

visit , is a souvenir anJ. -photo sh op . ,l.gain , as in Salzbu.r g, tfiE'y . 

- better pictures than I can t ake vi i th ray camera. With 

t he others , as well as ~y~elf ouying t he p i etur ~~ . we s oon help to 

de plete the ir Gtock . 'i1here Li.re ).)i c tu:res of th,,, Jro81;;e,l':>.;1tr. e ~: 1"''1.d t he 

surr oundi ng mo untains . Other ocenes ru:e of tt:e 1.:0ell 'h2- J.,?:y, U:w churcli , 



Vl78- George~ . s~nfo rd - :page 299- J ust 1ait ~oldiar 

and other buildings around Heiligenblut. 

1,.nd it's the church that ' s the focal n oint of our sightseeing this 

~or ning. The outm de of the church is a oeautiful landmark that can 

be seen from all over the valley , and we'd seen it earlier from high 

up on the :.:;ide of th,.: mountain . The inside of the church is a creation 

of dazzling beauty . If the onnamental. work around the altar is real 

go ld, then it :nu~t be vrnrth a fortune. 11here 1 s a caretak.er on duty 

m o exulains !IW.ny <!U ei:; tions concerning the early history that's a 

na.rt of this church. He tells the story of the vial of blood that was 

taken f rom Jeruselem durinp. the time of Jesus and brought here for 

safekeeping. rhis 1, lace was thus honored, and later n amed becau.se of 

this event. 

Our sightseeing in Eeili~enolut is finibhed, and we load up once again 

into our trucks for a tri p to the reg ion of the glaciers near Gross

glock.ner. J'o r ttJ.S triP, we go back on the ~~li:)ine Highway -to th e 

Guttal :3ridge \~here the hi ~hway m1.:- t{.es a branch , Slfd th -"n (;onti r:·· , .. ::\ 

going west on ' what•s called tr.e '.;lacier .Roa.d . 'P.he road (:1 ir:nbs t~> · v: 

elevation Of 7,747 feet i n five miles to t.he tern:ir,uB o-~ ·~he :F'r 1~1;,'. 

Josefs Eoehe. ';.lhere are ~lans to extend ti·: e :r. :.1 6.d even farther Ri d 

operate a cab le rai lwa.y to the top of another r.;;ountain , Our d.t-.ist i. -

nat ion f or today is 1-1/2 :niles below th is at the Glooknerhaus end 

parking g ro ur.d. 

Our guide is acqu~inted with □any people i n. ttis area, and one oI 

them is an avi d □oun tai n climber and guide who re l at es some of his 

exneriences to us after we are introduced. ''r.~y fat her and some other 

rela. tion of :nine irnve b ,, en killed on Gro s..;glock.ner. 11 He tells us. 

'~'11 continue to climb the mountain . ~on ' t as~ me why - maybe jus t 
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because it's t h ere , an d I l o11e cl i mbi ng it . 1.i.aybe someday I , too, 

will be killed cl imbin~ it , or e. ,1otr1er ::.0:.m tain . '" 

AS he continues t o tali<. we P-s.ze ~t t he 6 ::,j le long :Pas t er ze n. Glacie"L' 

that stretches from below us , nnst t h e 1 2 , 467 f oo t Gro ~sgloc Kner t o 

the glac i er covered 1-= yrt r.1 i d of the J ohanisb Elr g of ll ,'.W O f 19r: t. I t 

has been interesting- tal k j ng wi t h him and hearing- his s tories. 

After lun ch , we ap:t; i n svlin g back. nor t h over t h e Alpine }! j_gh way for 

our trip bac k. over the su mr.1it t h a t leads to Salzburg . It 'l::i g e t ting 

l ate i n t he day a s we af:ai n enter th e beautiful :b'erlei ten Valley and 

stop at t he Lukashan s l rll ~ine Hotel located in t he al pine village of 

Ferlei ten. Thi:::, io t o be our r e s erved home for tonight . i'fe had pastied 

by thio hotel on t he road yesterday not dre..:r:ting that we 1 d be staying 

here to n ight . 

'.'le clean un , a nd trien enjoy m:other t;vell s e1· ved meal. Then we are again 

treatedt•some ,·~uotri an hos!,itality an d entertainment that :::,eems to 

hold more i mportan ce on t h e a genda t han t h e cu::3 t om of ea.ting. The 

propietors seer.: e:lad that t he 'war is over, and t uat they can again 

resume the work t hat they l ove . ·.1e listen to a ce ordi an music , then 

there i s singing , f ollowed b ;y several diff erent ty peb of parlor 

games . '::ha t are social ga1nes,- 0 >1e of them is the favorite of pinning 

the tail on th e do nkey , while another i ::. s r i n the b ottle . I don 't 

really know how t hat g am e turn ea out - I excuse myself and go to bed. 

l.:aybe I l::ihould hav e ~ta.y ed . :£1 here v1ere some rath er nice 10r,1dng 

fraule ins nresent th at :-:1a de it rea lly tempt ine,· t o stey on . 

After a good night ' s sleep , n e are treated t o e r:i ce b :rea}~.i r:-.st 1:h~1. ~ 

Flower s in a cen te r vas e. '.:1 hey 've been wo nder f':1 1 h t 
- - ,O S S , gi V ing U S 
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~ood mem ories that will last f orever. 

our convoy again retu1ns to the .,,_b~ine Eighwa;y, t ravel i ng north to 

the junction tovm of 3ruck. ·."i e next travel 5 :::i l c::.; nor thwest to 

Zell Am See . It's a 1, retty resort to wn on ar: equally preti;y l ak e ~ U, 

a last ge8 ture of hos Pi tali ty, we' rF:? treated to an afternoon riH:H1 l r~ t 

the local Red Cro ss llu i l di ng. This ro cian ti c tr.i p arranged by the R'3d 

Cross an d the Ar-::iy, to the very heart of the ;,lps , has truly been 

appreciated by all of the fello~s . I hear a l l of their comments of 

Sftreement. Following dinner some of the f ellows try t neir hand at 

being sailors by rowing- a ooat out on tr.e lake . P.S usual mmy of us 

crowd into the souven ir shop and buy pictures showing views of the 

resort and the lake. Other views on some r ostcards show some views 

of the cn.ble car trip fro m the lake to the to p of a nearby mountain 

just west ot t h ·: l ake . It ' d be f un to take a. trip to the top, even 

if not for the nury, o::;e of SK i j ng . 

HavinP;: some filrr: left i r1 m:i camera , I tuke ~ome r ~ct taes of the lake 

showinR' some of t r. e rm·,boat s . --re sit foy a while and toss some crumbs 

of bread to some duck.; t hut are swirrming by. It'r:.; a peaceful scene. 

"Too bad ~3i 11 didn't want to g o wit h us, " I co rnrr.en t to Brad. ''He 

missed out on a fi ne trip. " 

''I know, George, ·• !1e re1:lies. ".3ut he was afrai. d that he would miss 

out on a ch unce t o g o home. I can't sa:J that ! b l a me hlm e " 

"I debated tl:& t ;;,ame -pro blem too, 3rad • 3ut I took. t, he gHr.1 l1le c~:::1d. 

came along. I tt.ink it vms worth it , no m.a t~e r how ·1: t_:'.Jl /(fl ma;y tu..cr, cut . 

I t was a once irc a lifeti:ne tri!: • " 

Later in the atternoon we resume ou:r- travels oy ~H.irting the _;:,,:onigsee 
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region where we ~oi n tr. e at;. tobahn f or the las t leg of our journey 

back to our base at ~alzour g . It ' s been a nice guided tour , and we 

g ive e hearty '"Pta ~c yo u , a nd goodbye to our g~ide ." 

Brud and I o-rlend ::;o me time l ooking :for 3i 11, t o tell him about our 

trip. Then one ot t .r..e fellows bred u-, the newi:, to us. ''He left with some 

other fellows for home . He said to tell you goodbye . Oh, your name 

was called t oo , George, but I guei:,s t h ut you were on the trip. " 

The news he guv e us anuld hGve f~oored me. I ~till had no regret s about 

the trip though . :.:aybe, just maybe, v;e ::i i ght cat er.. ~1.}_:• 'llit.h t h e11! lH:f o:re 

thin@:"S are over conce1 n ing ttis n ointH ruckus . 

:3u t it didn ' t take much of u nro u het t o f ore ca.st th a t thert' would soon 

be some general exoduu of all troops f rom this :rep; io;:i . General -Patt1, t1 

had served as P.."ovenor of i'.uutria f or awhile. i!.."ld now tr.ings a.re o egi:n~-

ing to cha.ng:e hir-h u r in tr.at co mmand, and so '!JO' r e bouml to bt? 8wept 

a.long vii tr. it. J till restlesa fro1[1 our recent travels, we had hardly 

sett led down t o th n no rmal routine of our ,i.r my l ife in 3 alzburg, when 

we receive the news of tt,e i rrrl'.)ending '.:lOVerr,ent . In fact, it has been 

less than a week. s:ince our trip . :.roday i o July 5th, as we · hear the 

announcement . ,.._,e ' 11 b e leav inp: Salzburg on the 6th of July . This will 

also mark a n end of the 3252rd 3 ignal ~ervice 8ompany as a unit. You 

will be as~ip:ned to otber various type 3ignal units at our new loca

tion f or your eventual return home. 3y th e ~ay, we kave some little 

memento es to gi ve you. 11 

'."':e 're g-iven an itineraIJ~ of our route t h roug h t he war in ~urope • .n. set 

of maps that sr.01·: our u ro g-ress is also di ::, trj_buted . •~he heading for 

the itinerary reads : ''i!ll t.t is wa::.; n e cessary to defeat Germany! i '/hat a. 

trip! ~ay it never harnen again!" 
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!.nd it ' ::a tzoodbye to Salzburg! ".'e l e av e early in th e morning on the 

f a '!lous :::.ei ch A.u tobahn . '.;.'hi u ' 11 be the last convoy of' t he 3253rd, and 

we ' re still co n1; l ete exce1~ t f 01· the fi rst f ew that had al ready left 

the unit the ,.-1 ecr.. before . ::::ven Cognuc, al!lld a f ew of her g r own pups a re 

still with us. ,; :: ev, of the - -3llowo still haci hopes of taking ::;ome of 

them home. 

The detours around ~o~e oi the destroyed bridges are still a part of 

our route a~ vrn travel in th e direction of I~:ini ch . ~·1e pass the castle 

of Chiemsee , and cont inue on for about 5 mile s whe re we finally s to~ 

at an Ar ny Instal l ation to □n:rk the end of our ride ac su ch a unit. 

:·_re are at ;1osemheim , Ger ma ny , not : a r from : :unicll . re are not 5n t.,1e 

town p r oper , but outside ut_ a u l ace uo.lleci Car.:lp Gouletteo ~'!~v snt. t·an,·:e 

si gn also reads : "'.Phi r d .lr□y Si gnal Tr.tellig en ce 3attalion. " 

Our stay he re wui :;ing :~.'or our n ew a. vf3 ignmcnt s .vi 1 1 def ini t ely ho i)f 

short du r ation . It ' ll be :i. n ter esting though , for thi s l s a r o.dio - or 

junkr.ian ' s pare.dise . Al l :::i ort::; ot J-er ~na.n electr onic gear has been assem

bled he r e , sorted an:l th en jun1..ed . :e ~ake t ime f or our ref ular explor-

ing wa lks , but a co ~~le of us always er.d u:r at the junk. p ile of 

gear, l oo;c ing f or s or.ie U: inr. more that we can tiend i1 ome th r ough the mail . 

·:rhether we got to go ho r.ie soon or not , we knew that the mai 1 would. 

Ther e . are even j okes being ~ade ab out wrapping oursel ves up as paok.-

a.ges to be niaile..1 home . 

:.:ond ay , July 9th , is a day f or go odbyes • .::.ome p ictures are ta~en , and 

I get a number of no.mes with a ild resse for future co r esnondenoe . A lar ge 

number of us have been assi9Tl.ed t o the 9 7 t h Si~nal 3attalion at 

3amberg , Ge r many . 

a s we fCO north , we t ravel again throug h the ~l.ar cr,e · t .L' _ _ u c :L Y o ... l.:unich, and 
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Nuremberg . J:he fas t re,)air to .,he d ru:1age done to these cities is 

e vident , r1ith re . air con:3truct,ion crev1::; ~een eve r ywhere . 'l'hey a.re even 

starting to build some? new tall a "urt::1Cn t units . 

:::ventually ne n?·ri ve o.t •) Ul' ne-., quart er s in 3a•1berg, Germany . ··,hen we 

went throu~h here bef ore , ::lur i n R' the wur , ,·,e sl ent in a bivouac area 

in wood::; near ~he r i. ver and in tents . Uow we ar e to stay ·1n the barrac ks 

of so r.!e l arge ou~ 1·0 ings . -~he o.r e a of s pace covered by these buildings 

and the r::otorpool , c.o·,er;:; over :!.' ive acres of land . ·:!e' r e n ow a part 

of t he <J 7th .: ignal 3attu.lion , but r:iost of t he oli gang fro□ the 3253rd 

are s ti 11 stay inr- to p:et her . In time we wi 11 eret t o meet some other 

fel l ows f rom t he other units that wer e sent here . 

Th i s isn't as ~ret t y a ~lace a~ the town of ~al&burg, but as the days 

p:o by we do feel :::ore at home. -Orne of th o ..::allow visit more i n t he 

to wn , but '"'.lnny o:i:' u:3 conten t ourselves by r emaining i n the area near 

the cam-p - but tr.at r.1ay change • . ·:e tolce walk.ti to the o l d bivouac area 

wher e we once stayed. , an.l t a.,~e a fe1:1 ·,i icl;ures . ·_;_,here are other wal~s 

taken alo11g: t'ne !rlee;i 1itz :.iver, an d. ..Jome pictures are ta ,:en gLf:,,.,: ng 

some fanc:; home:; n e t.:r t he hill :,j , that ha.ve been :in tv~ched b:.- t:,e wr-fr -

s ort of a rarity ir: tiome of these regions . 

? hese nc t hs , or roaas alon ~ eact side of tte ~e~nitz ~i ver a~ford us 

many hours o-: •:•alk.i.ntt ·: l F.a1:rnre . -~her e ' s a ::-!other form of a cti,1 i 'tJ1 that 

tak.es r lace alonf~ these rot.ids that ' ~ called "Girl- •:Jatching. 11 3nch a 

nastime i..sn ' t clway :::i c.:oni'"i n ed to so l dier s , _or to thh, pa:ct of the 

world . 3ut we ' r e D.. :part of i t r. ow dur i ng this gtim.c called : rrv·lc.i ting to 

g o home . '' 

This i::; s ur;uner a nd it ' ::, i:o i:, here . ~ut there ' ~ a ni ce cool river flowing 

by us as it ma~es it::; iW .. y to the :,orth . I.:aybe it i::m ' t clean, but it's 
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v,et and cool. ! ' ve n ot no t1 c ed :~:nny men or sold iers sv1imr:1in g- , b u t it1s 

a n on.ul a1· 1~ l a ce :~·o::.- the \'10~1en crid ch ildren. r11hey come f ro m every dir·

ection as soon au t he sun v,ar ms t:i.e air . lhe f raus and frau.leins change 

from their s treet c l othes t o s~ i rn sui ts at t he river , ~~ing the reverse 

procedure as t hey leave . Joe s i t 8 ounu like an exciting show of strip

tease f'o r the so ld.iers? '.2he seuso ned GI g irl - wu tcher kno~s different. 

It' s aereed t hat th e p:r eatest accom:ilisbment that one may have through 

observation , i::> t r. e rea lizat ion 01 the s pe ed and discreteness that the 

act of swims uit cr.an :;-:in.:r can b e performed. Of course it's hard to s a;y 

just ';1 hat goes on i ·:1 the ".":indu oi: men or V1omen. The re',:; probably some 

ott er ob j ective t o :.he ir ~a :: ness . 

1"11·1hat oe e t:!s to r.et rae, is t h e way they let ::io r.l e of t r: eir children, both 

bo;y::; and girls gu wad.inf 0 1· ::;vn. 1:u:iin~ without ar1 y l:>uit on, except their 

birt hds.;y r:iodel." 3 rad '.:lud e the unsolicited rer:.a.rks after we return to 

our bar racks. ''They a l so let ":..i1em hr.ve free access to the open for 

their toilet duties . S ome of t he children ~eem to be a little ol d to 

claim the ti~ le of c hi l d , also . Of co u rse , I kno~ t hat we must have 

a lot of faults that t h e;y 6.on ' t l i ~~e - ti t.:i.Ch as ju.~t be ir.g here . 

"Chan~ing the s ubject , George . t r: ere's a 11ew s !low at out t h eu te:r. ::o 

you ,.ivant to p:o?" 

"3ur e , Brad, it'll hel p -pao::- the time, " I c oncu r. 

Passing the ti::ie ,::et -, to oe the name of t he f:clllle . ·.'le g o to ever-;; new 

show, and t &.ke our daily walk.s. ·,;e ~re l ivine_:: a life oi plea.::.--ure that ' s 

getting to be qui te b oring . 'i1 he f ellows have ri gged up radios with 

wires leading to thn s~ ec:11:.ers in oc;_r ro ori::s, and t h at helps . Congress of 

the United Stutes has added to our confu:::,ed state with t he announcement 

that the point By stem is being chang ed- t hei l ike to help out . 
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on the l'Ositive ::lide of tnin~;:ing , we at lea.tit know by their action 

that we ' 11 oe i:e re i o r ::.orr.e length of time beiore we can even th i nk 

o:: g oinf home . 

~~s ,,.,as the case be:l.'o re and dG.ring the invasion , some of the gang tak.e 

out an intended esca:oe I' ro rn the f rustration bs indulging in drink . Their 

reaction to the d rin~ing varies with the individual involved. Some will 

drink and a,1pear ...,1ee·r,;y und subdued . 0 th en, will use such a time to 

vent s ocie b:ii l t u D a nger. ~ o , we really don I t ~now just what type of 

creature will be cominP;: throu13h the burrac~rn • doo r anytime at night. I 

ex pect anything , and that ' s ~cnerally how it turns out . Some of t he 

fell ows s till te~t the ir bottle:i drinks by b urning a samule of the con

ten t s . And the questi 1n is brain asked as to what that would prove? 

The test v,ouldn ' t ::;r.,o·:: UT' · oison . Tt \·1oul-1 only tih ow that there' s a 

substance in ~he ::,ixture ...,uch 1::.l:i alco 1101 tha t vii l l burn and K- ill certain 

bacte ria . 

i)isplaced ·9ersom, , or~!~..., , ~ea p r oduct of the Viar . :.:oB".; o:!"~ t !1S-i~ f"! .::-e 

from t heir ho'me and land as t te s teom roller oi' v,ar pus t.es thE'!11~. ~~ r. :;ie 

of t hem just wander , \'Jh i le others a:r e t...!k.en a s prisoners to b~ ~S€>d 

as slave labor i :f:' tr.ey t,re pnyuically able . :row th ey have been r o]i:!~Bed 

from their wander i ngs , or capitivity and wish to re turn t o their home 

or seek a new one . Our Ar my ha~ a proce::;s plan of ha~dling such persons . 

One of the required j obs in s uch urocessing is called 1 de lousing. 1 kild 

some of the units a~si~ned to th is tas~ a re wi th the 97th Signal Bat

talion. D1Yl1 i t3 dusted on th e bodies and clo.thing of the DPs . "That 

s ounds like a f ase inat ing job . 11 One oi our fell ows comments to a worker. 

1'I t must be quite a. th rill to l ift u p the women ' s dress es a nd du.s t 

them with the r owder. " 
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"It mi i::-ht seem t h ut way, " he re nlies, 'fbut really it geti::; to be quite 

sickening at ti rr:ei::; . .. ,e come u cro.rn some real dirty bodies, and actually 

there isn't much !'-'l a :nor to t he j ob. n 

So, many of t he ::J.?l:l ore cleaned u :o and put to work . S 0me can b e seen 

painting the vwlls and interiors of t he buil a.ings. s..n (1 thc y ' rr; "/Ar ;! 

go od painters. r:·any of t he women a.re nut to work in tho 'k. i t ch en and 

dining rooms. In ::: os t of our journey of the war t h r-o v.gh ?rim. c~ t;,r. i!. 

Germany, we ate from meso~its that we had to cle an u :r1 ,:tft.e:i:- euch rr\F:~d .. , 

t ow we have china r lates, or dishes and place setting s. The fe ed 1 s 

now brought to our tables or re ·olenshed by the DPs, an d we leave the 

dirty dishes on the tab le 1:1h en vie ' re through eating , for them to dean 

up. It's u 'Drett ;y n i ce l ife for us, you say? '.iell. maybe :i.n some ways 

it is - or could be . It ' o g oo d f or the D?s, ao it gives them a chance 

to work and earn r:1 oney ±'or their return home . 1i1he Dl's treat us nice 

in th eir work for us . 3ut t o t hose of us whoe~ onl y job is waiting, 

our lack of work or related activity is only addinf- to our boredom. 

"But one can ' t blame the D.?s for an.y of our circumstances ." Bud ration~/

izes about ou.r discuBsion of the s ubject . "as the F rench oo uld s ay, 

' t h is h, war. ' I n ~:1ore ways th an one , we are but dis placed persons 

ourselves." 

Bud's rif, ht , that this is but a pa.rt of the war .. . ~t least we would 

eventually fret a chance to go home , and t hat's better tha..n a lot of our 

buddies v1 ho died !tivirn=1: u s that chance. On the other side of the 1.edger 

there' s a grave of a Ger man sold ier located in 't~l e co u:rtya rd nee.r ou.:r 

barracks • • 1. large nu□ber of 'them wi 1 1 r.ot g et t o g o ho-:w •3i ~-- L-'.• .t' ~ 'l'h·e 

r.iound of di r t f or i1is f's rave has an i r on cross or, i t f o :c idB1.1 u t ·i (\R t ; or~. 

Bu t not e veryone in the t3attalion is · dl ·~ i 
1 c • .i:1: err,:, ll.l' e t he c oob-, wi"t;h 
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their helpers, the crew of the Headquarters Company who are working 

with the recorcis, and the r!'!cn of the 1-:otor P ool who still have to 

keep their trucks in good shane . one of the t~sks of this later group 

is to run the motors o: thei:r tri.1 cks at least ten minutes a day . 

And there's a.notr.er unit wor,-.ing for us also. :Special Services in co 

operation a.gain with the Red Cross have been planning so me vacations 

for us - to ~:.eep us out of mischief . '.i.'here are trips planned to Scot-

land, the Al us , an d Switzerland t o name a i ew. On July 30th, there ' s 

an announcement f or all g-ood soldiers who read the b:.illetin boa.rd , to 

see. "ii.11 members of tl:e 97th Signal Battalion VJill be granted 18 d~ s 

furlough , sturting .-,.ugust 1st." .·~nd, •i~o , the 97th wou lcl not be s ri~.p~d 

out before we returned ! '' '.'i as the uns wer vJ: en we ir.qu i:red ab out ou·i:

future status in th is re gards. 

'I1he t r ip to Scotland seems t o s uit r.:y ian c~ for an interentirlE V'f•.0a

t ion trip, and I sign up . Of course the Switzerlru.1d tri p wa3 ri.ou:rl y 

my choice. •r,vhere are you o:t'f to, 3rad? " I aslt . 

"I wus a little undecided like you, George ,'' he re!)lies. "But I decided 

on the Switzerland tri n a t tt e last ::1 inute. 1.'.aybe I ' ll buy a nice 

watch or camera wh i le T ' m t tere. i',.nyway , I wanted to see the Switz .Alps . " 

But I v.ouldn ' t be alone on ~ny trip to Scot land, and there would be new 

friends to meet even thou~h we each had our own J)lans. :.'he whole deal 

sounds like a mass ex odus from this area by the 97th , as far as the 

whole uni t is concerned . Laybe some of the f urloughs would be at differ

ent times . On our tri P we vm uld get to go by rai 1 and boat, and go . 

through such cities as Par is and London. Hey, :aud would like that - he 

always wanted to vi:::;it .::'aris. 1100 bad he isn't going ,eitber, on this one . 
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And I vJOnder c.bout the condition of the rails, tor our travel, also. 

They mu8t huve really norr.e-i hard to ~et them all repaired so soon for 

travel, ior ~as~en ~ars as Dell as f reight. 

1..:'or the 1Ja.saengers, tn·i n travel often means ,odd houro to start trips, 

i:nd nights 1:1ithout i \: 11 sleen . On ·:reanesda.y , ;august 1st, at one o ' clock 

in the r-ornine we leave Bamber g by truck for the rail station at the 

town of ~othenback . I ma~e dome uleepy conversation with some of the 

fellows in the tru.ck b :, t th i n f:s are mostly q_ uiet. ·\'le arrive ut the 

station at 0300 , and ±'ind out -th u t there a:.ce other truck ~, h~J:::·0 ·:,ith 

troops from other uni to. '.! e are a lways in the heb it of hi..:.r·~ ying 1;.-9 

to wait , but the train i~ on time this earl;y morning . ·:;11ile ~~ s0ero~~ 

like a wonder to uB of the ~rmy , I gueBs that it j_b a t radition f or 

the trains and railroad men ever;,iwhere to at least t ry and be 0li time. 

Vie board the already crowded train, se ttlin[t down for our big journey 

as the train stt.rts s moo thly on i1ts way. ·.Jell, it's fairly smooth -

just a couple o:: small jer,c.s aa the slac~ tuk.es u:o on each car. 

This is the f'i rs t train :tide for me ::; ince our ride from ,:; co tland to 

London. On these cars there isn't tiny signs of t t e warning posters 

that vrnre so :orominen t over there during the war. 'I.1here were various 

signs such as; "Sr.h. ~he enemy is listening." Of course these are 

German or French rai.l cars.and maybe they used uome equivalent to our 

warnings. I've hee.rd that the Hazi did mal'~ e use of such posters at 

various Dlaces, but I haven't really noti <;e d any of them. In these 

dimly lit cars th ere is something el::; e th at·, s visible . 'l'his train is 

supposed to be a GI s~ecial fo r furlough troops , but there are some 

women - fraul ei ns or wh oever on bour d . '.Phe;; htcd stayed sort of hidden 

until the t rain ·,,ms under way, and now they a ·.-peru· from their hiding 

nlaces. '.::hey stay 111ostlv ll etwr,p~ tn' e ro n ~• ,~ ,,.,1· +h t· ~tei l 
"' -~- ~~- .. ,. 1 rovers.The 
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l ocation affords 2. f:rnod place to get on and off the train , and dodge 

the checknns mane b::: the 1·:-s. ·, train ri,je to someplace in exchange 

fo r a n i p:ht o:· love - th&t o ounds lite u good uri ce to pay . Some of 

them '.Day al~o be l0oitir.p.- ::.:or a p-ood home ir. the U .s uu At an~ ru.t e, 

oome ~Ts u.re not rJ&~t~n;t or,e c.oment of their furlough . 

But tr.ere are r:1o re imnortant things to do than just wutch them - sleep 

f or i nstamce. I ' m tired , o.nd tr.ut condition co.r.ibined with the roll of 

the co.rs , un:i the c ilckity- c.:lack of the wheels , c.:om:)lAtes thtt ingred

ients needed to orjnF on sl eep . 

~·ihen I wake up it ' o dayl ight . :;o , besi des l:aving u c,,nve:-SHtje; r;. wi1i!1 

the soldier- ricxt to r.ie , I CCTl •:Ja.tch some of -:.,tie \jerman countr1•;-;:i ·l e 

as it un:f"olds tr.rou~h the truin ' ;., r;i:idovrn . 01: yes , U,e GI::. with tbeJr 

wocen friends Lre Gtill ~ith us . ~hey do look a little bedraggled 

though - l ike they hua. ·ooen seven.l nigh ts wi to.out sleep. 

'"'!e wi 11 eat orer· k:'.:'a~ t in ~nR'Sburg . " Is the word that; ' s passed along 

throup-h tte cars . ·•e arr " vc a.t 110.1 ir: the r:1 orninR . Tt ' s al!:'!ost too 

late to call it b yeok fat.it , but vii t h nice yur:.my fried rota to es and ef('gs, 

I guess we could ~all it lunch W!1ich I knovi we ' ll mh,s . This i i:; one 

of those extrav,t;-nnt setn:-o r;r.ere they ::eed 1 , 000 r::ien ~ta l:>itting . 

3ach meul r:ienns u lot of r::e pa1·ation a.."ld clean up . f..nyvmy , it ' s a good 

meal for uu , and . derved on trays • 

"I would:'.1 ' t c a'..'.'e to uo t r1e d ishes her-e . '' One of the ::;oldiers comment 

v s we ' re leavinp: • .. t ::;ometime , he r:m;:;t t:t:ve .3c rved on ~.P . 

" 11 c'ooard ' " ,.,, . d 11 "-h ... ~ ,. ... • _n1s or er, : · ;3 r;e c; l:> v e o.,i:er instructions for eating, 

have co:::c over -:.!:e n:iblic adJreos tiys tcr.: . ,st lees t everyone can hear 

it - even tt:e i' r ai.; lei W:i . · ·e' re of±' ·:;i th a !lice s :i:oo-:;h start - and th is 
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tir.1e it really i.;; :.;;:1ooth. e h~1. va ~,·ii tc hed tom-. eleutric eng ine . and 

this time the uontro lcd · o,·1c1 is •:.ri tr1 n s , r.,u ,~in.g the di ff erence. 

cerning t he t ime ttut ~c c rr ive at th e ~ain t own~ on our route. It ' s 

just ::; hort of beinP;" ~ uio.ry . ::a;1be it';;; u e 8a:i:c;e thti.t I ' m still a GI 

and dont know ~ny ~e Lter, ~u: I k e ep tru ck oi the time with thA Army's 

time ::;;;~tern - such a8: 1:...co i.;; a~c.: in:3tead of ::w.sing tha t it ' s one 

o'clock . 

,'..r.1d so T wri.t e: ·1.500 , :, tu",;ti;::o:ct , 1900 , u~ine cl'o ssing . " Crossing the 

?.hinc ?:j ver l".! enns tna.t it 1:.· ill not be very long before we 're in F rance. 

<.;ir:!e , ,.-10 eo tr:1·ough '.;r: e cit;y of ~tra:osburg, and 

we're ~reeted b;,' r~·:.in - -_,;e ' ro lucky to be "i nside . Ht 10 : ::.0 1' . L . we 're 

u t another ? renc :1town uo.lled J at:.rourr; , ar.d it ' ~ time a 0uin for chow. 

Our or ::len:i unci inst1uct.ioY:t:.J ere 1::va.in relay ed over a nublic address 

system. The nu ~eu of t t e touns ttat we've ~een p absing t hrough all 

sound faro:iliar. ·~'l::i::., hi tt e w .. ·,me o r' t:1e -;: 'rench to ~··n thtJ.t we :::;tayed in 

for two \'1ecb;' lu::;t : 0•1e ,:1o e:r an J sighted a buzz - bomb . It 1 ~ more peaceful 

to day. 

It ' s,, le,te r.our for e,:ting , an d I ' :-;1 :.:,tt.:rtine; to r:et tired from lack of 

a fu 11 n i ?'h t ' s ~l eep . ::; o , ·,1heu we' re oac ~: on the train I ' ve no trouble 

fallinp to slee~. o~r t r a i n c o~e s to a uL op about two hours later. I 

the s tc.tion , ·N h icb the sig·.c. iden ti i ies us '':J~1c;1 , Su.a.:c Stat ion." 

this tov:n . ·~he t r ain ::-i oves on onue a.g-aj n t. o',WTdS ., .. £:.r·is :::: nd. I'm once 

drea m ro ncer1i i nr· the cer tu :rc o:: ;,,ane;/ o;y our troops . 
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J awsk e r.r:en it ,-rat !::: l i :~nt , and J lew·n t hat t h ere are four hour u of 

tr8ve1 t:!. :·:e l e :: t ·..,o vi e·,; ti: o .' reEe;r. cot: :1t1·:; s:i.d e b efore w-::] arriv0 in 

-~n.1 is . : ' ro r.: m;/ co n·: crs :., t i.-.n1.;; ·.0: it :-! ·1□ i o ,t:; :..:oldiers I lee.rr. t ha t v,;::le 

8ome of t. nc ~roo :,--:., ~- i \~e · .;-.1 .. rnl i 1.Ul be ?.Oin.r c, tJ iE::r a ~ Scotl~d , others 

.~t 11 o ' clocl~ ~1:urr- , ne arrjve i n :h e r oma,~t ic ci ty of' Paris . Today is 

•~1hur~day , _,.t,._ ,-,;.t..t ·- , l~<'iS , urd I ' ve iinal l y ::;et ::·oot in the big city . 

Jt ' s th 0 place thu.t r:e ~:: irted aro an d cin ri r,g the war but never quite 

et"Ot to s ee . ·e :;; eern to be ,-e:.t ir.l} i nt o the habit of eating meals at 

the 11 o ' cloc~ !:our - •;Jheth er it' :o u.o.;y or Yi i ;;b.. t . Only , th is time in

s tead of cal l ir:r· it br ea«:fa:::.t , r,e a1·e officiully notified that it ' s 

lunch , '.:.'h is h; a.uother lar.te messhall , fill.d we ' re being t r eated like 

very ir:iportant -peo pl e • 

.After a. n i ce r:ieal rie a.re r:re::;en ted vii t r. :::.ome t r evel rat ions , such as 

cigarettes , toilet ru:ticl es , and candy . 3ut v .. ba. t does e. soldier who 

doesn ' t ~~okc , want cira~e t teti tor? ~te word g e~s around that such 

an item will 'buy ot i1er articles ouuh as }Jeri'u me that ini ght n ot other-

wise be for sale . - o , that tho:l.it i:.t is r n~minp: around in the back of 

my mind. Along rJith the ration::; we ' re idvcr: i1, :::. tructjonB c cn ce1·ning 

1<·1here we'll eat di~!ner , end the name of the ~tation where o~r tr&."n 

\'Jill leave later this even ing for Le F:a vre. "~!r:ti l then , ~'O U a.:t·e f re0 

to see 1'a:ris . •· 

~ ith these words ev eryo~e ta~es oi f jus t li~e ~c~ool was out. each 

going his own way . I ste::- t out 1:Jith c. soldi e r w.i'lo coul d ;;r?eak. Fr ench, 

but as I r.-uessed , ti1&t luci( wo:i l dn ' t l a::;t ve~y long , and I' r.i soon on 

my own. S o , look out , lit, tle so l c.ier, ~, ou are al one in the big , won

derful , t·nd Ho~etimes wild city of ?ari s • 

.,'..fter two nirrht;:; end one ..ia~ anL, ahalf of' train riding , I ' m feel ing 
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as r muut a lso look - a little grubby. So , it ' ll be a haircut and a 

shave fo r the fi r tit order of business. It doesn't take much knowledge 

of the 1-' rench lunp:uag e to ide riti:i:'y a lrnroer:s l:o·!1 • '11here ' s one near the 

den ot, and J ' r.: wa i ted. on in n e ai: record time. I could have :.,haved myself 

later , ·ou.t I d.ec1 <l ed to ~:o all out tr~is time and splurge . Later I re

gretted havinf! the shuve ,vith the otrai.ght razor as it mate s my f a ce 

bur n . ··3u t th ere' :3 ar. other luxtay to i ndulr,:e i n once in a lifetime. I sit 

in a chair 1 i~e it' s routine n ro cedure , w r,ile a young lady go· es to v,o,rk 

cleaning and t rimr.dng -~;y f:i. n g-e rnaih, . ."ind to to p off the big aJfair, I 

have my boots shined . ? inallj! , I f eel that I ' rn r rese:::-itu.ble enongh to 

see Pa:ti~ - sl:.orter 80 r'ra.nc.:> ,1l us tir , but tanpy. 

I ' ve alw~ys been intereste d in ru.-t v✓0rk an d r,:rt SU j:r lies . T.:;y &.t tenti on 

is soon drawn to u s h op 1:1t:ere a n &rtist is c,:ca\'1inP.' port1-a:1.te. h ,1J. why 

not have r!!:V portra.it dravm wii ile I ' m still hal f ,·.1ay ·oresentab le? '.;.'here 

i s no n roblern yJi th· the lan?'uage barrier , for he has a service to s ell. 

The urice could be i r. iranc:::;, b~ t i n this cabe the barga ining is done 

with three pa.ck s of c ifm:ret tes. ::y only concern is whether the finished 

picture re[~lly l ooks l ike me. ~ut it was done in ? a~. is , and that carries 

enough weight . 

There's a nother item oi scheduled 0urch a.se before I start some "!) lain 

f r ee- lance wi ndori :::;h opring . .?eri'ume ru1d Yuri:::; _,eem to 1,so together , and 

I want to send sone gift~ home. ~o it is that Eerf .~e seems to fit in 

as that one sr,ecial ~ift . ,~ i'Jlace to· buy tl:e merch andise isn ' t hard to 

find . '.!..'he -.·:ord s ·oerf ;;.rne a nd cosmetics ;:;eer.i to be jus a part of t h e 

French l a n guage. J ven i f that I'ac:t viere not ::;o , I'm ::;ure thEt I could 

be gu i de d to the ::;not by tte 8c ent . I ' ve of ten heard the comment that 

the reason ucrfume is ;,;o p opu.lar here, is t l:.c.:. t th e:re al \:&ys been a short-

a ge of water . Jo you believe that? .Jven t ho ug h the custom of 
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substit uting n e r ±'u!~1e :::or bathing r:1ay hL.ve been handed down f rom g e n

erations , the s:11el l of ·,•,er.:_·u.:r:e is nice - p:ood periurne. The produ ct 

has been used :t'o1· nan:;1 yev.rs <--11 over the rrnrl d , eve n with water b aths. 

i~ uoldier i n t~niiorm !':1e1.ms bu;;; ineos or ~oney iL the ti l l f or t he s nop

keeper , and I ' ~ waited Oli -i:; romptly . Of cour se , I hav e t o b e given 

sampl es of rr.uny r: erf'umes b;,; the saleslady - mademoh,elle · , or madame 

as her ::J[;.rri e n s ta ta;::; :::i P- h t be . I ' m really in no hurry , because I ' ve 

all af ternoon to :;;h on . '.''inally I nake t he purchase , u.nd I ' m a carton 

r now i ndulge in :·.:y scl!ectuJec'l si;;;:-ht::>eeinf . '~'o a uold.ier who is nsed 

to seeing men and wor:ien i n '. .. ilitur:.; unifo r m, ti: e cj_vilian fashi.ons 

a r e now observed wi th interest. ~ ome of the women have slit Hkirts. 

and t r.eir coiffQre Geemu t o come in ~,an:y tints nnd st:;le . 'l'b.eix u a; ci 
.. ~ 
\.) --

othe r cosmetico is evi ~en t , and a ll oi' th ese items :;, c em to. gla:re at 

me , in a ;: ice v1ay • .'!..nd the r.1en , they s e en, to be wearing clothes cthe l 

t han the oJ i ve d r ab creu.t ions ,.. 13e o i .5.es observi r,g tr:e clothing styles, 

the r e ' s the ?:cench architecture t..n d otr1er customs to observe. \'/e' have 

been promised a ro nd:.;c: t ed t our of Fari s Vib en we r etur n f rom Scot l and, 

but no,.'J J huve ~, chance to oboerve r::ore of the daily l ife of F r ance. 

On e of their a c:..:e ,,ted cuutoms or way oi life , is the us e of p u blic 

outdoor toilets where t here seems to be o~ly partial pri vacy . I t ' s 

har d f' or me to a ~ce u t t heir uresence - ·ou "'v t hey a r e handy. 

:Par is ht;s i t ::; st<bwa;ys , and that meanti of tr:&.ns -oortation i s a mus t on 

my l i st of thing-s to do . 'i'he use of subvJaj7 S is new f or me, and here 

they 're c:i:-ov1ded •nith :reo u le goinft i n ever;1 d irection. Fiov, do you buy 

a ti cket? :~ov, do ;you kn ow wh ere to ~o or r-et off? ··1at ch out f or your 

money r nd bel onr·in£s : ·.:_,111ngo could. u.i oci!):lear fas t around he re. I take 
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time to check my '. :1oneybel t. J1he door of the door of the train closes 

ai' ter I'm li tt e rally uusr. ei in::, i de . I ' r.i go in? nowhere in particular, 

~ust riding. ~lip- t.lley, or its : ·rer..cn e quivalent spelling , is one of 

the stat ions the tre. in sto ps . s ome of tl: ese di.s tricts have a re -put at ion 

that war~s the new traveler t o sta.,y away . I crisscross the city of Paris, 

all underFtround, and tM s r:iean s of travel is qu ite an experience . 

3y some :!"1i r acle , I end ::1.y travels u t G. lo cat ion near the Red Cross 

Club, at the schedGled 1800 hotJ.rs, ar:d in time for c h ow . 1,J.rtght . it's 

called dinner nov1 i n.;;t e ud. o-: ct:ow, b u t it';;; a very g ood evening mea.J • 

Our orders are t ·.: be ut t he Grande ., tat :i on at ;-~130 hours , o.r one hour 

b ef' ore train t i:ne . I a :• Yi ve e arl~, and de :::i de to make use of t he m-n:.~,c:; 

room. In a bi.r rai 1~1ay station ::.u ch a;;,, -this, th ere oo. rely must be a 

restroom •• I f ind "vi'lo en trc~ce to a lar g;e roo :--, that 's ·olainly marked 

men , or ''monsieurs . " ,;,,s I start to enter I notice that there<· a.re women 

as well as men in here, and I rnar..e a ha::;ty retreat. "fter circling the 

block once , t.:.nd c11ce,:in1;< -:-,y .F rench book , I Df"&in _reenter the room. Yes, 

this is t n e n1'en~ roor.1, und th ere are women in here also who are clean

ing women . The;y are cleaning tbe floors and the bowls. Casually I 

observe their custo~ . ~he ~en use the facilities , and ir a woman is 

cleaninr- the faeility , or around it when it's needed, the woman moves 

and works to one side for a f ev, mo men ts • .i'Jln so, life goes on - th is is 

no time to be oasl:ful , soldier . 

Our train for Le iiavre leaves promptly a.t 1O::::O P .L ., and it's another 

one of those nif:hts \'Jl:ere we try and sleejl on the train. ~-i person has 

to be in fairly p.ooJ ~hap e to start out on one of these vaca tions. But 

I do slee!) , and 1:;e a1 rive at Le Havre, at E , i n the ~orr,ing . 'rruck.s 

are wa iting to tal:: e us no rth from this ::·ort city , to ii s1:1ull resort 

town of ::.::tratat, that ' s ~l s o 100.r.te~ on t he-, J · , -a u ~n?.1~n Ch~n nel • ~e arrive 
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at 09~0 , an d fin<l out that t his location is used as an Army rest center, 

a nd a st op-over ·,-:,oint f or our tri p to :Jcotland • .. re stack our r,ear near 

some barracks , ~:i vinf us a cha nce to clean u p bef ore break.fast time. 

And for us , b :reD.'c:..' :: ti t is cm l;; t i. is morning - at 10, instevd of tr1e 

11 o'clock time tiw. t v;e 've b een hav ine; i:or the la.st couple of d~ s • 

.Before we have !' i n i.."he d eat ing , there's an announcement t hat we hear 

over the s neakers of t he ~)~·. ciystem . that an orientation will be held 

here atll 00 hours . :"in d at t h is pre :;cribed time a Lt . Juniver , ta.k.es 

over the brie .t'in~ e.nd we are told r.ovi we are to behave as s o l cli or s on 

this tri }) to Scotland. '.:.1 r1e ro i n t t l::at he b eer.is to emp ha.ti i ze i s +,!"lat 

we're not sup~os ed t o be have t h e \W.y some s 0ldier s r.1 i ght des ire ~or,r:J ,·i~~ 

our tri p to Sco ~l and . •~ou'll be aosigned b i llets for t he two n i gh t a 

that ;you are here • .• l:.::o, you '11 have a chance to exci1ange a> me of your 

o one;y for ~nglish .3 hillings, v.nJ :,ounds. u ume new and clean clothing 

will be issued to you, and you' l l be given some additional rations .'' 

111e feel half human wi th such :i ice treatr.ient . I had an eye on the rocky 

beach, mid I ' 'd 1n:e to vist t r'. ere, but v1e ' re t e-rt quite busy clea.ning 

u p and r:e t t i ng new StF'~~lies , and t here' s no time - maybe there' 11 be 

ti me after su:::cer . ,·,e' :::.-e get t inf bac~ to the more n ormal , 9r routine 

Army hours, and s ;_rcw er is ;3erved at 1700 hours . I mak.e a notation 

t hat our r.iesskits hi:..ven' t ·oeen used yet . \ le were told to bring t hem 

alone on th is tri P , bu t :10 bo j y i s comrlaini ng a bout so~1eone else waahi_.,ng 

the dishes we di rty. 

By 8 o ' clock I ' m rree a t l a st to take tha t l ong awaited stroll along 

the beach and touch w·u.in t he 1::aters of t he :~n f;l ieh Channel. F or a · 

brief momen t ~y thon~h t ~ are r eflected back to t h e dayd that we sp ent 

along t Lese s u.m e -m.i.ters in ~ngla.nd - l vrnin~t on -.~ith i·h p r l- o rlodendrons '-' ,_. V - I, . • - • , 
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' D' day in :·:nr-lr,nd , t: nd our O\"m ' ..::> ' 6.ay ,,1us 36 , at Omaha. Beach. 

It ' ::; nea0eful he re t 1.is eve:: 1 ng as I co~tinue to remi nif:>ce .. i There aren't 

r:w.ny :.;oldiers here th:i.::; cverd.nf! , ond. ~u~t a ::.'ew ? rench c.:ivi l ians . 1;/ith 

such a scarcity of neo ul e , it isn ' t hnrd to observe a n ice l ooking 

F rench ·;;orrmn , 1:.i ho i ::; :.;tundinf -,..,ar t rn:iy u:r on a cl i ff , looking out ove:r 

the water as if ;.;r.e •~ cx pe<;ting u sn i p to a:':-1ear . 3he ' ~ stil l t nera 

when I slee])il:; ,·1~.E1d e1· bv. c\: to :ii';} bi llet for the n i gr: t. 

I ' m tired , and I ' r.1 m1xioas to try out r..y ne\·1 bed, so I r eti:£? r ather 

e arly . I didn ' t f':et 11 fu 11 ni f ht ' ..; til ecp on t.he t rain , a~d now that 

tiredne~rn , co:i"' lea vri th tr.e s::-:oll of f:resh salt air , seer.1s to be a 

p.- ood inducer of ulee-p . -~ut · ,j_rst :.: erveants ~eem to have the ouposite 

effect . ".~lr i?ht , you fellor:s . Jt ' s 053C hour s , revei lle , and every

body U~) . Chow \"-ii ll be u t 6 . " 

I ' m up , alon~ rri th r~ost of t.h e fellows , and eating an early breakfast . 

It ' s nice to be ~r •:• eo.:::l;,· ror a full day ' s loafi ng . ,,.nd , exce pt for 

taking timo opt !"o ::· r.,culs , : .. ;; !1.e•iJ reside!luc i::; on· the beach . '?here ' re 

a lot :: ore :· eople hcye on tr. c beach to duy , ,~ugu.;:;t 4th - and maybe be

c£.use it ' s ulso :.,u tur lay \·1oul .~ a --: c ount fo r the lui ger c rowd . some are 

just uunba thing , but there e:.l'e !nany nho u re either vmding or swimming 

in the \'later . "T ·,vo~ll-i ~i~e to jo in so1!:c of the::i in swi mming , but I 

don ' t have a ;:;:; it . " I co1:1:.:ent , while I ' r:: ta~.King with an ?,i:P. 

"You hav e on underwear , .Jon ' t you?'' n:e t:.tikb . rrrf you d o , you won ' t 

have a ~roblem. : .o.!'1y o:;:· t r. em t~O l:lwi:1:::-1in9: in· ti· at ma.mer , and it's the 

a c cepted a 1::parel. ., 

I believed r. i m, ±'or:!: ' ~~ nlso r..ea.rJ a i)•J t1t the .;d -e□ ing -~·,parel norn 

down on t he ~,rench !":ivie:n, . ~ut , T st~:i dr es:;;ed an~ co~~tent !:iy :.:olf ' 'if tch 

ing the otterd s 1:!ir:1 . I ta·,ee off' uy s !:ocs and f:O v,uJ ing , but t he r ocl.cs 
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a re rour.h on the toes . ~)h nell , I cun tvke ::,ome pictures , a nd bus some 

more at u nearby store . 

-rn the evenirv , tr.ere ' ..; t ime s 5uin io r :-:ie to r,m r..e one last visit to 

t he beach . on t::e nearb;., ~liff , t:ie yount:; r10'.".l1.:.n i o a ? a i n looking out 

over the v,ater . cnrosi t y 1,et ;J the best of' me , and I a sk. the 1,:P wh o 

is on patrol i f he tau ~oticed her . 

"Yes, " he re "Olies , '':5\-'. e ' ti: r·8p.nlu.r vh,jt.or t o that s -oot . It seems as if 

she' s wai '..,i h g f or ::; o,r,eone io return fro L1 vw:r.: , or □ourning t heir death. 

-Svery one leav es her ~-l·)ne to her -r, ri vacy , and reupect s her vigil." 

.-.gain , it ' s earl~' t ) ae d mid ear \yto rise . '}he time of 5 : 00 A. lii. . comes 

early rd:e n one h; :c.oleedt1~ onj i-..uvinI~ r omor. tic dr e ams . ·::e're serv ed 

a hearty breai{fast at 6 , t r.u t i n cluies e ifgs , :1otutoe s , an:.l. ham. It ' s fi 

go od thi n5 thut VJe , r e u p early and eo.t ;__ :uwi t J pe of b1·cw:f ast . 'i.'oday 

is travel i nf c'la;y , en j ne i.:... ve 'vo curry our bGfs to some -_,,,.s_j_t i np- truck:-:; 

that ar e located neurl:; a '·,ile aw1..i.-:7 . :e are due to hal/e our baggag~ 

on t he truc't(s, b;J 7 ... . : : . , und v.re ru:e on time • .'e huve some wn.~t•i.ng, 

as th e or ders a re f o::.c -:;i:o t1u ct....: t u leave for t~e ·9ort c-i t ;,- of Le I1a.v re, 

at 0800 . 

There are !IO doc~ f uci li ~ ies r e ;~,s ire d io r U.3 to use at Le Havre, we 

n otice a8 we arr i ve nt 9 : ZO . ·:e ' r e l oaded onto an LTC f or a ten minute 

ride out to our -:::icntiom, hi-o , t~e !:oton~1u een. ···e 1 re on b oard at 16: 30 , 

and we ' re r e")inc~ct~ to oet our ir t c !,es ba ck f or t he 11 o'clock sailing. 

':.
1he war r..as t oo ,:HJ.Ch or' v t rau!iw.tic e~·:tec t to forge t events overnight , 

if ever . Becm1 oe of tr. a t fac t, I think bac: k to the last t,ime- that we 

were on a boet on ttese ~am e waters , at Omaha 3each . Todays s ailing is 

diffe)r ent . '.~her e ' re no bl i::Jpcl O'!Orhead to protect u::; a r::ainst Btrafing 
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attacks , and 1:1e d o n ot heo..r the borr.bing or art i llery fi re today . On 

tnis ~hip we ' re ulloweu to ·,vclk on the to u open de clt if \'le don 't mim d 

the br eeze . r_1hc viev1 toda.y i::l worth a:Jy such discomforts l].S a breeze, 

and I 11lan to :::n: enci :::o.,t of =::y ti r:1e up nere enjoying that view and 

::iak.ing cor.versuiio!'l \'Jit~: neN aquuintun ces . 

1:' here 1 s a nlea;:3ant i n terruption a.t 1330 fo r lunch - but i't might also 

be our su nper a::; it is al !:10 ~ t late en :rngh, :ao , l et u;;; compromis e and 

call i~ c how . i,n;.;·way it ' d P-o od , \'/a1m , :.ind it isn't s. ' C' ration as we 

hud on the llist s ea voyage . Our mess~its stay pnc ~ed in our duffl e b~~a, 

and I believe t~e;y ~ust Vian t ed u::. to c r,.-rry the:: for ba l last. 

Our -pleasant oeu voyar,:e e ::ir..e::, to &..11 end ai' te:r fi ve hours , ·,ihen we -'i.o ck: 

at Southampton, at 1830 . Go in~ do\1, n t he gan g plmik w.:! e::-~pres;.,o d. f13el.ings 

that it was too bad that t h e botit wi th us on it, couldn ' t just keep 

g-oing on to America and ho r.ie . ;·a:ybe the boat wouldn ' t be strong enough 

for the ut orr:i;y seo.s . J\n;y wu:1 these are just tr. oughts , and real ly I for 

one, feel ve ry happy that ~e are even revertiing tt e route of our fo rmer 

travels. This '}'ort was our de barkation port to France - remember? 

Our lunch trw.t we l:ad earlie r must nave -oecn diYJ.ner , for there has 

been no fu r ther ~ention of eating. 3u::;seo are waiting at the dock t o 

ta.k e us to tr. e rnil way de pot tor a_1other ride on one of thei r small

l ooking trains . ~~nd , sur~rize ! At the de~ot we ' re welco□ed with coffee 

an d doughnuts by our fai t hf ul ~ed C~osti girls . ~o, we do eat, afterall. 

"Thank you , miss . '..:hat tasted ~i e:h ty good .". 

Our t rain leaves at 1 9~0 , and the r ije to Lonlon i~ unev en t ful, as 

darkness soon ove~takes the Z- 1/2 hour r i de . 1here ' s ~ust time f or a 

little s huteye . 

It ' s 11 .?. !.: . 11: hen we urrive at the Lend.on s tation . I.!any rapai:rs have 
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,. ! ..,, 

been made to the dec1 ot and yar cl;;; , l) ·..i t there ' ti still much visibl e 

evidence of' t he heavier ·uoobings . ··1e ht;.ve -!i. tour l eader, Wi d we strf 

togeti1er as a r:roUJ) • .• t one r. '. inute bef ore midn i gh t , we board a subway 

f or a ride to the ~ed ~roti:.:; ~lub ouilding. I ' m g lad not to have made 

the trip alone a t th j,:; la te hour • .,..~ t the Club ' ::. desk where we are 

a ss ip.n ed our ro 01:i G f or th e n i p. ht, tb ere is th i;;; reminder .t h at we are 

ap:ain in ci vilizf ti on : '',ia.r n i ng! Be :::,ure and checlc yo u r money e nd ot her 

valuables in the :,H.de for tr. c n i ght . " I comply with the or der before 

tak inr-; the elevut or ur to my room. 

':' here ' re several rea::;ons i'or 1:,J.13e oi np.- i~ later this Honday mor nin g , 

.~ugust 6th . I wa::; up late l u :.;t n i 6h t , we ' r e on furlough , and t his isn't 

an Army Cor:rnound Vii th :'irst Sers:ea. nts . nut there ' :.:; a good reason or 

two, for f<ettin~ un. by B:50 . 'l1hat ti '.Tie is a G late as they serve break. 

fast , und I d o want t o f.et i n a. little London sightseeing . 

''You ' re on free time until our S cotland train leaves tonight a t 7 : Z0 ." 

Our g-uide leader- in:;:·or;'.1 .:$ u;::; al::i we are l::itD.l'tinf out . "'iou muy e a t your 

' meals here if ;you \'-' ish, h owever . ·-~'here is one :re~ainder f or your benefit , 

concern ing a trait of tr:e :3ritish r,eople • .Jon ' t feel off end~d i .f. tl!E:>~l 

don ' t take t he initiative to speak to ;you , 8.ti it ' s mere1.y &n u c cP.pttd 

custom t hat res~ec ts your ri g ht for privacy. J ut I'm dUre that it 

won ' t be har d. for :;ou to otri k.e uo a con ve rs /..1 1-ion , if you. desire . 11 

I t eam up with & soldier m;a: ed Dan, f or the ;-.; i ghtseeing . AB wa::i the 

case in ? aris, ·we :i.."i n:;t mak. e an unden:;ro und -ou rvey of Londc n , by ws.y 

of the s ubvmy . :.nct r- o in ·:-,aris , London also has certain districts that 

may be best to avoid , or a l'p ::coach " .'i th caution. '.3u t we try to go to a s 

many l ocations a o we c an , and in.doing so we bec oine a part of the mob 

of daily commuters wh o a l·N&y s see□ to be in a hurry _ pushing and 
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shoving . .. ie surfuce ;;ust l ong enoug h at each titati.o.n to get our bearings 

for the next jaur,t . :~;;de .' £:r:r i ::i the name of the l:ltation that we <lOme 

to at 11 _\ . Lr . 'l'he di strt ct in ~he ori gh t sunmer sun lookti inter est ing 

enough to temDt u.s into go ing for a walk. 

"?ol'.{inf; in the fresh air ::;eems to- whet our a.:oni ti tes for an early lunch. 

A fish and chins s 1:ecial beck ons us in with its drifting'outsi.de arorna,. 

1~ith a bag of war□ foo d to eat a s we walk, we continue our sightseuj ng 

'.:..'he loni<" vmlk , wi th onl y t be li0ht l unch to f ortify 'J.S , p rompts 'Q. f tc 

return ea:rly to the Coluobia :-.ed Cross 1or t h e evening meal ~ "11\fr-i ll , a t 

least we can sa;y that we've so en so ine o:t' Lond on by f cot an,i subway. 11 I 

remark to Dan vihile we' re eatin g . rn.rhei r resp ect f or privacy d.idn ' t 

bother us any . " 

''No , we had a ni ce time , George," he rey,lies. "Of cour se we were t oo 

busy walking to do ~ucn tal k ing. Those few that we did talk with we r e 

very pleasant . '' 
' 

our grouu leaves the h ed ::: ross Club at 7:30 ? .:.:. for our wal k t o the 

Xing Cross S tation . o ur train for 3dinburgh, Scotland leaves the London 

station nromntly at 9 :30 P .H. 17e leave the bright lifhts of the b i g 

cit;y behind, and soon becor:1e a nart of the dark countr yside. Whether 

we sleep or n ot, t h is i::; our bed for the rest of the night . This is a 

fi r st - class car with comforta·o1e seats . ,-,nd that, combined with the 

reassuring train nois es and motion , is ull that I need to take me to 

dreamland . 

It ' s dayli ;rht wben I awake, e.nd our truin i~ s1:e e ding through t he 

S co t t 1·'"' h co ,,_n ... l, ry .., 1· de • j n· 1· 1 e 1· t ' , o 1 ' d t ' ... · · "' .., .., . 1 ::, n '·• c ouay an r; r e~ L,en 1.np :nu n 1 J ' m 
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hv:rip:1 tr.at T car: at lca~t ~,ee a ::ew of the sr:ialler towns and a ome of 

the hi lb, befo r e we urri ve in id i n ourgh • 

.. ,hen we "Ull into L :1e .: d:i nbnr gh s ta~i on &. t 0 7 45 . the v:eather decides 

to give us '" royal welc ome v:i th so rr. e rai n. 'L'his ter f",inal is known c1.s 

the ':taverly ;j tat ion. ·•1i th our lur.gage in hand , we mak.e our way down 

some s ,·lashinp: streets to our hotel , or J ed Cross Club, on Princess 

Street. ~ verythin~ ~nd everyone id a l ittle wet - but we 're still in a 

v ood humor. LlY first icn reGsion o~ our ~urroundings i s excellent. ~e 

are located eas t of a ve ry ~ide street , t h at borders a very beautiful 

park . On t.r.e ton o I' u ''. il 1 in the same westerly di re ct ion, is the out -

1 ine of a lurf<e c ns t le . •~:hat ' s the Jd inb:.1rgh :.;as t le . " Our leader in

fo r~s us. rr ·e '11 vi Bit t h ere lu. ter to day . 

:.t this time o~.r ettcnt ion i B di rected to the i!1Bide of the building 

that is our ho~e i11 l onnie- j cotland f or the next fun packed week. This 

i s an olde r bu i l.Jjng l ocat e d i n what sc9ms to be the busiest, as well 

as the n ret tiest ~ection of th e city. The dinin~ _hall and kitchen are 

' on the ground f loor, wh ile an area ~· or en ter t aini n@:' are located on 

tt.e floor above . Our r~ om fo r 8lee ping a re on the next two floors above 

these . Our att ention is directed to the r otited regulations regarding 

the u ...;e of the roor:1s; such as the hours, noise, an d visitors •. 

1:-! e had ayri ve d at ti: e ~lub in tj me i"or 1.1 ltJt e orel!k f ust , and before we 

can f i ni sh e atinr, . our p.:uide outlir-ies !)art oi" t h e ~che dule ±'or t,h e da~. 

"Our tour of i.. he city v,ill s turt at 1100 h our;:; . 'i'hu. t wi ll. gi ve y ou tdlme 

to res t and clean un a little be:.'ore we l ea ve .'' 

Like the rest o::· tr.e f ellows , I t ttk.e :i1:.; lug:/Za ;: e u p to ~y assigned room. 

I can huve a 6ho 1:1e r toni ?i.!t, but ri ght 1AO'.J I ' j better ;;;have a t least. 

And wi t h two hours to wait . t h e re ' ;:; t. i n,e to v:ri te e. ~hor t le t ter horne., 
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" :!:>ear ::om , '!:hi::; L , t:. very TJretty city, and it seems mo re like home than 

any other ·-~ l ace that T I v e lJe1m over here in :...:uro pe. Looking out of my 

nest wj ndow I c~ ri s ec tl:e lovely l.,rince::.;.;;; ..,t r ee t Gardens and the Castle 

of .:<:di nburg h . DOi'/11 t 0. c street t o the ~rnuth there's a monument , and 

some Parlament 3ui1J ings . T hope that i t stops raining by tte time we 

start our t our • ••• ·, 

T finish the letter i:nd u:rYive downstairs , as our t our leader for the 

day , ~eor ~c :~obertBon , i:.s int roduced. -::, nry as a twenty year old man, he 

is p roud to Stii t e that r. e i..:, in Li :.:, seventies. '1I ' v3 a tour p lanned , but 

if you have some ~1ace s n ecinl that you would like to visit , be tiure a nd 

let r.1e know." He h ,for ms us f irst t i1 ing . 

? he rain has sto·,,p ed, leavinp: t he uir f :tesh- smel1ing. ,I.Il.d we' re glad 

the rain ha s quit , becv.u se vrn ' re !7.0 inP; to be do ing u lot of walking. 

At every 1)lace we vi::.;it on our tour, we 're i ntro d~ced and g iven a brief 

history of the esta.blis r:ruent. ~'he sto-:)::; on the t o ur include a news

paner n lant , a court r oon v1here a trial L.; in proGr:ress, and a church -

st . Charles c~thedr al , id it~ name . ~he highli ghts of itB history 

and structual de.;ign a.:.ce de;::;cribed. It ' s u very beaut i ful church , invit

i ng me to t ake a ·oiutu:re of it 'Ni ti1 Geo r ge :~obertson and our g roup. 

? he castle is the last stop on hi~ nlaceB to vi.;it - and the main one 

also. It ' s locr ted across the -par~ and u-p the hill from where we are 

now . '"Voulcl y ou 1 ike to ri <le u p there. on th e trolley? 11 One is going 

b;y us n ow , in the stre et to the :f r ont o f us., and :·"r. P obertson hails it. 

''::--: ow muc h woul ,j y ou charg e u.s to ride U).i to ti'1~ castle? " He asks the 

driver . 

"? he regular price of th re e :oence , ., re plies th e man . 
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"Three pence ii:; too r:: uch, " retorts ou::r e;uide. "One penny would be 

r, lenty . " :1e' ;:1 una7.,le "co oarga.i n with the d river - so , we walk up the 

hill and to the Ca s tle. ,;.f t e r hear int; their di a.log , I wonder if the 

v1h ole uffair :-:ii r.-ht have been otar:ed for our l>enefi t to demonstrat e 

the Scotch t r. r 1.ft . •3t:t the rest: lts demonstrcted common sense rather 

than thrift, been.use it wasn ' t too far to frO up the hill _, and the walk 

through t he ~ark was beneficial. 

The re are p:uar·ds on du ty at the caotle on the hill . Besides a visit 

to the ? oyal ···al ace , vie ::;eet he S t. I Iargaret ' s -:::hape 1, an d s ome other 

historical edifices . On the darker f:iide of hi s torical display , we see 

the dung eon an d. t:1e to:t"c t~re chamber , which includes the p lace where 

certain notables und com:.:01.ero r_ :.-; v,ell, ·,:ere beheaded . :Sefore us is 

t he instnu::ent of :iostru ct ion i n the cold form of a guili tine . Cannons 

a re s ~aced around the outside walls , al l just a part of Lhe defense 

of the ~rown . Our viev, f ro m r~ere , 1 i.~:e the one v,e could see from the 

Salzbur g :,'ortreBs , is ::m perb. '''11 ha.t 0 22 foot hill that you s ee over ther e 

i s tnown as :~.iYlf a .. rthur ' s Seat. " r.:r. :: .obertti on i r;forms us as we view 

the various 11:;.ndmar ks . rirt ' l:l fro ra t rwt h ill t hat he h, alleged to have 

watched his f orcoa dof eat tr: e J?ic tc . '' 

Other nlaces a re r ointe d out to us such as t he new east portion of the 

city, and the s~ i uyard s . ~here a re the Parlarnent 3uildings, the Univer

sity , the house of Jo hn !.:nox , and th e ? obert I.au.i s ;) tevenson Memorial 

Fouse. 2-:nires fror.; ttie □any cr, ur8 hes o.nd cathedrals dot the landscape. 

/,s we 8. j e let.t.vinV; -,,e urc told c.:.iJout s onie o{ ti1e other monuments . There 

i s one for P.obe rt :3urns , :..: ir ';alter ::: cott , ~.obert Louis J tevenson, and 

Lord Helson . Of inte~cest to us , i s that there ' o u st atue of Abra.ham 

Ljncoln erecte d in honor of tr1e ...,co tor:ien 1.-vho di e d wh ile enga.gting in 

the ,~mericun Civi l ·.:ro· . 
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e ma.k e 0 :1:r \·m:; oo.ck d oi;m t h r ough th G ·r'ath s of· t h e }?rincess Street 

Garden s. '~r._js is u ·0l ace of re al b e aut~ . ·:1e sure and stay on t.he paths ! 

crews are a l l ovc :t the u rea , nrm.ine- , cu l t i va.ting , and continually chang

th e beds \·, i t h r: e·N ~lo•:1crs. One la:i. f~·e :." l o\·rn1· a ::.-rn.ner. ement that seems to 

be a. ce:!. tral a"".; tyuc t j on iu a cloc0 . ·2here are real flowers for the 

hands, numbers, and the back~r ound . There i s a crew work~ng on that 

bed n ow . ~nd ye s , the time i s co r rect , a8 I check my watch. 

The tour e nds bac r.. at our ::;1ub, und we t hank Georg e Eobertson for 

e s cort i ng us on ·t he r , -, ; • · ..) - J.. t.: ~ur t our of th e city. It was a good way to 

J;e t t ri i nf P off' i o a .rro o J. st art . 

"I didn ' t reul ize t r. ut t l·: is country hau ::iach an old history ." Dan 

c..; ornment i:; to mo e n t hi ::.: c.J.srec t of-• the tour. "'2ho nev, part of the city 

was fini sie d i ~ Ui e yea r of 1 8 0 0 , or no~ l on5 &fter we became a nation 

kn o,·m a s the :.:r~i teci. _. tat es of ,,r.1erica. -~he I•.oman8 occupied this city 

during early :ii;;;tory , f er ~~00 ye ars . I tho ught t he area liround Aust ria 
;; 

was th e on l y rea l o l d ~ection of t he world , be~ore I came here. 

''It has a histor;y a l r i ;rht, '' I r enly . "I nl s o th ink t hat· the Princess 

E' treet Gar dens i s as :ir e t ty a spot as I 'vc ever seen. But one thing that 

1 1 ::..1 r eme ::--.ber longer t cic..r. b.t; yt ni ng else i s t.te hot> pitality ::,hown us 

by our P.·uide , Geo r ,c:::c ::obertson. " 

·::e end t. i::e f irst du/ oi' cu r 2 cott id1 v~c at i on , v1ith a motion picture 

Sh OVI at 1800 . 

1
: .1e dn esday , Augu::;t 8th, I s t art off t he day with a downtown window 

sho-pning s :ore e . ~here a r e ~:imy ter::pting a r ticles to buy , even though 

some things be ca:i.s e of tho wa::r a r e not ye t nva ilable . Later in tte 

a f terno on, at 1 7D0 tr.e r e ' s time i or a ::; t ort ,ilOVie bef ore a schedul e d 
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s wi r.:i at 18~-(J hours . 

rrthe .:rnii:~1:i inr- , 001 ::; are l ocated on t rie ~10:rth l:lide of the city, and 

involve e. s nort ride on n uu..; to get th ere . Yes, t here are two pools 

vi si teJ. 0::1 our trip. ··:e .:;tor- at one t ::at seer.is c. l i ttle crowded, so 

we go on to a.noti1er enclosed -pool. :hile tney ro·e inside pooils, they 

uti lize tt:e nater from the fi rt h or bay that's nearby, s o -the water is 

salty. It' tJ o. :,ice .:ool t bu.t loo~rn inviting , but this soldier doesn't 

have a suit - I :.:emember bei ng in that r,redicar.aent before. But here 

I ' m not alone a;:; ver~· fevi or' the fellows have a sui t for swimming . 

our smart ::=.ed cros.::. ~: ostess is usea to sue.I: obstacles, and informs us 

that we can ren t so~e at the office . '~ only hope that they have 

enough an d in the ri ght s:i zes ," she otates . 

'1'his i u the last Gn it near your si ze, " the ma nag er anam1ncee as he 

hands it to me . 

I take it into the dres~ing roo~ t o try it on . I t's a littl e big 

alright . naybe if I don ' t try too much diving , it ' 11 stay on. First 

a shower awaits me, and t hen it' s into the pool . The water is cool 

c ompared with tt: e nir temperature, but once I get wet, it ' s better to 

stay submerge 1 in the water •• By swimming faste r the coolness of the 

water is not noticed as much . And at long last in what seems like years, 

I have a chance to swim it' s fun . 3ut , the cola water is not a place 

to remain for too long of time. 

We have s howers of fresh water and rinl::;e off th e salt . zxoept for our 

dog tags we l ook.ed lii-te civilians for a.while , and now we change back 

into our un iforms. ''It was invigorating , anyway ." Someone remarks 

when we are once ap:ain back. in the sunshine. rrsut it ' s warm enough 
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now to make uo wish we were bac k in t he water again." 

:i. gang of hungry soldiers ,wit :1 :some })re tty Fted Cross girls, head 

~ack to town. ~he girls have some games ~lanned for us tonight at 

2100. They're ::;ure ke eping· us buoy with their -programs and that!s nice. 

I start off the following r:-:orning , Thursday, at 0900, by _doing ED me 

more shopning. ~here are lots of things to see in this city. One shop 

that I notice today is a po~trait studio. I decide to have my picture 

taken, and make an appointment for 1200. It's a full length picture, 

a.nd for my attire J am decked out with Scottish kilts, blouse, and 

the works. I wait in the shop fo r a while f ol lowing, to receive the 

finished product. As a Seo tsman, r.iaybe I look. better as an .&merioan 

soldier, but at least it ·shows that I was in Scotland. 

Later there ' s a tram ride scheduled for us by the girls, ~t 1300. 

Following the ride~ we are their guests to en joy a nice meal at a 

restaurant overlooking the water of the Firth of Forth. The restaurant 

is reall~1 nea~ another small tovm called t!uscleburgh. It is a candle 

light affair with music, and some lovely Red Cross hosteses to complete 

the setting for an equally lovely meal . 

That affair should have filled our· day - "Our cup runneth over." But 

there iti more planned. nt 1630 tonight, a dance is to be held in the 

entertainment room. Is it formal? "Tell. almost , it's our formal uni

forms and some very pretty dresses for the las :::;es. ~md just what am 

I doin~ at a dance? I haven 't dar.ced a s ten ·in my life. Oh well, I 

can watch the ot her s dance and enjoy t he music. 

''Rea lly ,George, 11 inquires our hos tess after :::;he introduces herself. 

how come your not dancing? ··!e have some nice mus ic, and we don't want 
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to disaDpoint our volunteers . '' 

''I don't know hov1 to dance , " I renly bl11ntly. 

"That ' s no excus e," she continues . "They are nice looking girls, and 

they are equally nice teachers. Come, you can start with me: " 

She was a nice teacher, and they all turn out to be nice teachers. 

They 're good snorts , anyway, to nut up with me stepping on their toes 

and feet all of t.r.e time. It's a first fo r me , and it's fun. I'm real

ly beginning to er. j oy this vacation with each passing moment . ":rhere 

is to be no da.tinp: with our i.:.eo Cros;-;, -.rolunteers. 11 .a po::.ter reminds us 

as we are leaving the room . 

Those were the ru l es. but it ' s hard to regulate love or romance here 

or back. in Austria. "~nd even if these g irls wouldn ' t,or maybe oou.ldn't 

date, there are others t hat would . Dan brings an offer of a date for 

me , around noon on J'riday . "I've met a nice S cottisb girl," he begins. 

"She has a girl fri end, and I wat:;; wondering if you would be interested 

' in meeting her. ··1e could go over to their :9laoe after dinner and meet 

her mother . Then later, meybe we could go swimming - I've got an extra 

suit ." 

"Thanks Dan, '' I re Dly. "Sure , I 'll go. It sounds like fun, and I don't 

believe that the Red Cross has anything planned fo r this evening." I 

wondered about a blind date, but Bometimes the unexpected can be ex

citing - if not rewarding . 1~nyway , I wouldn't back. out now. 

We leave for their place soon after dinner. It ' s about one mile of 

walking to their home. ·:e exchange int rod.uct ions in their modest apart

ment . and t hen engage in a lenp:thly conversation intersper sed with 
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the serVing of ref reshments. -::.'here' s much to say - where we're from, 

and what we've been doing •• '.:.'his is a chance to release some chatter 

that has welled un inside of us for quite some time. I glance ocassion

ally at my date . J feel ~hat I've the best girl. 

It's time to go swimming, and it's dark. ''I've never been on a midnight 

swim before, either. " I announce after some of their comments. The 

girls seem to know their way to the water. Just how deep or clean it is, 

I don't know, but it is cold. It oounds a little crazy; taking the time 

to cho.nge into a su i t, nnd t hen changing back into uniform just for 

a couple of s~lashes in the water. But who am I kidding? It's fun just 

being vii th them and talK.ing. 1.'le sit on a log and talk. for awhile, and 

then we start back to town. Going by the playgrounds of a schoolyard 

we stop f or a short wh ile and test out soe1e swings. By now i'm swing

ing quite high euen without the aid of D. pushed swing. 

1.'Te walk the ~irls bacR:. to t:1eir home where we say goodnight. There are 

plans made for mother date . It's early in the morning when we return 

to our ?. ed Cross Hotel. "Jhile it's late, I'm not sleepy yet, and I 

take time to have a shower before voing to bed. 

It was late to go to bed, ond it's late to rise. I miss breakfast, but 

I really don't care. Yor awhile, at least, I'm floating on a cloud. 

The re are some dates on the 11th, 12th, and 13th that I don't seem to 

have time to finish fil ling out in my book of notes about the trip. 

There ' s some other activity going on at the ~ed Cross Club that r 

somehow have missed. I've been dating a very pretty, and nice Scottish 

girl . She seems qui te young , but acts mature. ·au t maybe, more than

anything, the war ha.~ made me feel :ny age. I wish I had knov,n her 

earlier, or could r emain here to know her longer. 
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I have t he plea~ure of seein~ her some more , and together we explore 

the cit:; of 3dinbnrgh . ···e hove dinner vii th her ::iother in town • .tl. 

trolley ride out to the 3o t£:. :1ical Gardens it:, □llde in t he afternoon. 

There are several duytime ~trolls along the parkway by the beach. 

''You had bette r tuck y our vmllet in your "Cock.et better,'' she warns 

me at one time in a motherly fashion . "I ' m sorry t o say that there~~e 

p eonie in this district who aoul d be tempted t o lift i t from you." 

It has been fun beinf with h~r , and with the other s from the Red Cross 

a s well , for the entire week . I had forgotten for a short while about 

the war , and this - well it vms a reward in some ways from the war and 

being he re, even briefly. It ' s t :onday ;i.ug-ust 13th , and time for good

byes . I get her nam e v.nd a -.:idress, u~ well as he r mother's. "I hope 

that you'll write . '' ::, he has a very pretty signature. 

Later i n the evening as ou:r· train leaves the · ·averly Station at 2120, 

I glance eagerly out of the nindow to see if she might be there. But 

it' s l ate , and the re' s no one there wl':o reser:1bles her. I 've seen other 

Gis part from new found romance in our truveli:; and I've k. i dded t hem 

about it relat in13 it rlith the ::ioem by Hobert 3urns • .c.nd now I'm on 

the parting end myself , and I again think of r: is poem : 

".Ae fond r: i ~s and t ten we sever; 

.Ae farewell , a."1.d then forever! 

Dee~ in heart- wrang tears I ' ll pledge thee, 

Warring ::, i g h s and g roans I 1 1 1 wage thee . 

:·/ho shall say t hat fo rt une grieved hi m, 

' 'Thile the star o f hone she leaves him ! 

Me , nae cheerful twinkle l i ~hts me; 

Deep dispair around benie hts me . 
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I' ll ne ' er blarne r':'.y yartial fancy , 

r ot hing could resist ~Y ~ancy : 

But to s ee her wao to love he r; 

Love but her , and love foreve r . 

Just 'J ai t Sol.dier 

rt seems like a fitting t1~bute , and t his r omanti c day - drea ming , coupled 

with the rhythr.iic sounds a nd r::iotion of t he train , surrender s to the 

forces of sleep . 

;1,nd if one can sleep nhi l e t rave ling, ther e ' s the double reward of 

getting t be needed rest •:1hile traveling miles of d i stance . Like most 

of the fellows. I ' ve had a ve ry pleasant vacation or fu r lough , that has 

filled me with l asting worthwhile memories. Now we are again traveling 

east on the course of our former route into combat, and some of those 

memories are aga in :::;tirred . I ' ve ha d a bri ef t c.ste of freed om f rom 

the thoughts of w.a r and it ' s surroundings . I t ha:.. made me more restless 

than ever to seek a permanent escape of these shadows. The road down 

the c huteto home and esca·oe c a n only be made by .way of our return to 
' Bamb erg. ~leer, and miles t raveled , a. re n ow ny allies . 

Our r out e for returnin~ will be the sane a s coming here , exce pt in 

reverse f e.shi on . There ' 11 al so be fewer st op overs . He a rrive from 

Edinburgh at our Xi ng ' :::; Cross Stat ion at 07 20 , Tuesday . we have break

fast at the ::.:ed Cros~ Qlub , and later a nice lunch. 

v:e leave t he Club in time to p;o b y · subway and catch the 2P .Li . t r ain 

at the '.'Jaterloo Stat i on for Southompton . ~~f t er a t wo hour train ride 

we arrive at 3 outhac:i!)ton and continue b~ bus for a one-hour ride to 

our camp and beci for toni ght . It ' s u former staging area , but it's 

more peaceful now. ".'e arrive in time f or the serving of a go od meal , 

to be fol lowed later by what we hope to be a good night' s sleep. 
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?he time i s ten :::i r.utes a: t er r.li dn i 6ht when we are awakened and on 

our feet by the dei;,i.-;:·eninr ;.oi::rn of ever y horn or boat wh istle in the 

area trying to out-do one anotiwr v1itt volwue . 'i1he Japs have surrendered! 

'.::1here are tears o:!'. jYJ ..;hed r1i th thi~ news announcing the end of the 

war. 1:i::.r.y oi us hac relations who were e ne;ared in that ?acific \.far - I 

had a bro tr. er . ·::e had eurl ier heard. the news about the a~ omi o bombings 

of the J t..yi ane::3 e Islands , and ir, a way we were ex pecting something drama

tic i n t h e nevJS to break. . 3ut it ' s a ver~ welcome a nnouncement, and one 

that '11 make our triy.; bac ,;_ to Jun berg ju:::, t a wh ol lot lighter and hap

pier. It' s hard to _..,·et bacl~ to sleep , und vrn tal~ for some time , to 

release our tensions . 

After brea~fast , at 9 " . :.. e l ,. • vie loa ·1 on busses aP.:ain and head for our 

boat at the dock. Tt ' s 1 2 noon when \'Je ~o un tr. e p:ang-plank of our ship, 

the ' r arine '.iolf.' "Thnt ' s a nrune that sounds lik.e it has a lot of 

a dventure attached. to it . " Dan exclaims . ",ind that b i g ship tied up over 

there - T believe t hat' s t he Queen r:ar y . II ow that ' s a boat I'd lik.e to 

be headinF bacL to ttc fOOd old ~ . 3 . ~. in." 
' 

I ta.k.e several '!)ictureo of the dock. and the ,.:,ueen Mary, while he's talk

ing , and our boat r-:etl::l un1'! er way . ''Tnat ' s a ·1.::retty boat, besides being 

big," I reply . ''I believe t hat ne could g et back home in about five 

days with that bont under us. But r i g-ht n ow, I ' d a l most s ett le for a 

rowboat - and wi th our luck , ~bat ' s probab l y what we' 11 get. " 

Our crossine- of tne ·:~rn_d i::;h ·~i,annel Bee□s to. toke a li t1.,le longer than 

when we went over • .3ut oetting the time ah e ad t his time, might have 

~ust add ,-d to t hat illus ion . Our a1-rivul ti:ne ut Le Tiavre is 2100. ·The 

hour i s t oo lute to t r avel to t he fe s t Center , so we're given billet 

in a nearb;y camp for the n i P.'h t . Coffee and doug-hnu ts serve as our 
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7 ,~. 1,: . brea:.Cfast . '.:'he ne;~t ora.er of business t or the day is anothe r 

truck rio.e oa.c,~ to .:·,;,,c rt ut , •:ir.erc -.::e t.:i.ri ve i..it 1100. The rest center 

is a very welcome site . 

··.·e hove time to cl ea u'!) a li-;; t le bei' ore lunch . '.ii tl~ that i tern taken 

care of , and \•1e huve been g iven ::::ome ,:iore r at i ono and instruct ions, 

the re' s ~till time left ir. the afternoon for us tm stroll along the 

rocky beach. !t ' s alwnys interesting -:;o watch the forces of the water 

as they continually pound raid 1•1ork m·my e t the shoreline. }Tost all of 

the time in t he su ~!1~1er , there ' s Ul\'1eys a crowd of reople at the beaoh, 

a.nd they raust be facinuted in t he same manner. Dan makes a comment 

about the absence of the lone Rirl on the cliff . To us , as well as 

others , she has beco::ie a ledr:eY: d , und a part of the seascape on this 

beach . "I lon ' t .:;ec her up th ere this afternoon, " he remarks . ''She 

~ro bably doesn ' t ro u n there until after work , or the end of the day ." 

,r.,,e won't be here at that tir.1e to find out f o r sure , 11 I reply. "Our 

trucks leave for Le :-iavre at 5 : 45 :r .1:., ::;o , rrn 'll_ be long gone." 

'"le continue to talk about mcirlY things ; about vm.ut we'll do when we get 

back home , and about 1:1!:.at impact the end of the war will now have on us. 

The li~h ts will really be on a.11 over the world now. '.rhese thoughts 

remind me a.gain of the song about the blue - birdo flying over the white 

cliffs of Dover . ~nct I gl<-1r1ce up at these cliffs - and I remember th e 

vigil of the lone ~irl . The lifhts ~ave come on aRro n , but a lot of 

heartaches r nd uu::fer in;:,- w:i 11 00 n ti nue . ··:e tak. e n last glance at the 

beach an<l head bac~:. for co.mp , and an early 4: ZO chow- time . 

It's 2130, wl':en our tmck~ arrive at the Le !!avre railroad. s tation . 

The train leaves r r 0mutly at 2300 for tte overnight ride back to the 

fabulo us city of ~aris.. If one can ' t :c;leep on o. train , he , s out of 
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luck . r•:ost cfus are either fortunate , or vie eo to l:il eep from sheer 

exh-e.ust ion . ..nd the re are tv10 more nigr. ts of trave l back to camp, so , 

we'd better sleep. 

It ' s !"r:iday r:io:rninp.- , / .u9Ust 17 , 1945 , e nd we Dre back in ?aris , France. 

The night 's travel ha~ ~ iven us rest , and we've covered many miles. 

Paris is t he r or:ian ti c city on the Seine hi ver . The river wi nds its way 

through the heart of the city , a.nd tbere are thirty-two bridges that 

S"f\an its banks within th is &.rea . 1)ar is is accessab l e by means of bus , 

a.nd a.i r travel us well w,, t rain. 'l'here are six main r ai lway lines 

entering the city, und. we entered ohe from the wes t s ide this morning 

at 8 A .H . ''Te ' ll leave the city at 8:i'.i0 , this evening , from a dep ot on 

the east side wr.ere we had entered at the st art of our trip to S oo tland. 

The Red Cross Glu'o i s &f.u.in our o:fficial headquarters for the remainder 

of t h e day , to shave , c l e!:ul u-p , and get some nourishment • .And for today 

there ' s an added treat in store for us , a o our hostess announces; : 

''Pollowi ng break:::. .. ;:, t , two of u., will lea:i your g r ,;> up on .a fast tour of 

t he city. Paris has & l ot of h:storic attractions , and we'll try and 

visit tte highlir hts of these . They'll be sights that you ' ll long re

member. Be nrepared to do a lot of walking." 

And it i s walking that we do on our 9Scorted tour of ? aris, with our 

Red Cross Gals . ·.:-e 're t>hown wan;y imr ortant streets su.ch as the Rue de 

la ? ai x, and the ':) i?amps :r;1;:1sees . The;r e are th e buildings of the art -

the opera, and the Louvre . ?hese visits all. take time and many steps . 

The history , arl'i ,·1oints of interest a r e ex:I)lained to us by our guides . 

Uaybe some of tr~e facts we ' ll remember and. some we won ' t , but it ' s all 

interesting - at least t'or now . 'i e get to tiee a r.mseum . a hotel, a 

Cour t ijuilding, Napo l eon ' ., Tomb, and the Cathedral of :aotre Dame . Now 
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we a re wclkinr in oome ~ardens at tte baue Ol the ~iffel Tower. I've 

some fil:,1 left in ~y caraera fo :r c. picture . ·-~'.o get the tower all in the 

nicture , I ha-ve to :~ecn back inf! up. "It ' s a tall structure of 984 feet , 

and it \ 'Ja8 built in 1 889 for the World1sFair . "1 Our guide exp lains to 

us . 1•rhere are ~8 uuo s uuare f cot of f loor l::i pace in the tower, which ' . 

wa s used b;y :four restaurants du ring the time of the exposition. The 

tower reauired 7 , 008 tono of steel in its construction. Zlevators, 

and s ·oi ral stv.ircases , , rovide access to the d i fferent levels. 

An e lev at or is located in each col umn . '' 

.Perhans the cl ir.,ax o!' our tour , is vih en we pose for a g roup picture 

in fron t of the ,.re d e '.I~rtomphe. "The J)ictures should. be ready , to 

f-ive each of you one , b~= ::;ix , or d inr.er-time tonight ," she announoea . 

The Arc is a point o::: rcco ~ni ti on for all vi.cto rious troops . Man:v of our 

troor, marched tr.rouf.h nere after t he liberation of Paris . Its a fitting 

nlace to end this tcur on our trin . 

:'he wal k in~ ,iw.u :nade t..S tired and hungry - both; we are told, a re 

heal thy sip.:r.s of ar. .,meri can :... oldier . The tour ha::, al~o made the day 

nass quietly. ";e r eceive a nrint o~ the gruup souvenir picture when we 

a r rive back i.t the :::lub . -'~s a. finalle , vie gorge ourselve s with a nice 

meal . 

It's time for tl:at l:iubway ride to the ea;:;tsi de depot, and our awaiting 

train. ?here renmj ns two auys end tvJO nightl=> ahead of us in travel. ':le 

get the benefits a.Ra.in of traveling while ·we ~leep . Excep t for making 

the re~ul ar 1/2 hour ~eul stops , the steel tracks move us s teadily alon1 

1
~1e arrive in Nan cy , ?ranee at 0800 , Saarbur g at 1000 , S trassbour g at 

1300 , and ~tutpart at 2200 hour s . 

\:.' ., · 
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;,_fter another night of sleep while traveling.we arrive in Nuremberg, 

~ermarzy , on ~unday, :,ugaot 18, ut 8 o'clock: in the morning . One thing 

that I did notice on t hi~ return trip, is the absence of the female 

hi tch i:ikers - not t h~: t anyone seems to r'.l is :;; them. I guess they just 

wanted to go west and 1·e t out of tr. is c,mntry. J.'or the gang of us 

that are with the 97th Jignal Battalion , our trip comes ~o e.n end 

when we reach Bar.1 ber~ a t 160 0 hours, s unda.y. l:'or those troops stat ion

ad at other locationo, the train o:0ntinues on. 

~his is the same old place that we left just 18 days ago - it hasn't 

chanP.ed any . Yet, it aoes seem more deserted now , as some of the 

fellows must still be on their furl oughs , and those that a r e here 

must be out trying to wear the rest of the Btoeleather off of their 

shoes by wa1 ·,~ing t he :river banks . J.Ian;y of t h em will be back by dinner 

time, if they 're still here . It seems like we've been away from here 

longer than we actu.Hlly were on t he trip. 1rhat 1
::::. how vacations go. 

Late r Sunday e ver. ing- , r.1s.ny :·:ore of th e traveling Qis of the 97th, 

begin to drift back ir-:t o ca.:1 p. '.i' r:er e 'b n o news yet about our departure 

date, but I do lea:r n that some of onr officers have been assigned to 

other :m i ts . 

'~n some ways my return to our Head~uarters in Bamberg, reminds me of 

returning to an er:ipty schoolhouse du ring su::,rner vacation." I tell Brad 

the first time t Lat I see him on 1.:on(iey :-:1orning. l:fhat time did you get 

in? TT 

"A lot of us g-ot back here near midnight . '' he re-:Jlies. '~ didn 't like 

coming back to this ca.mu , either . If we hai s ome idea of what was go

ing on . it wouldn't seem qnite so bad. 
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,r .. -re sure :nad. fun on our tril), though • .. :e went io r a boat ride on Lake 

Lucerne , and v,e did a lot of hi~~ing - on a g lacier even . We saw several 

of the mai n cities includinr· Bern - here' s a watch t hat I bought there, 

and fairly reasonable too. 

"And how di a your tri lJ f-O ?" he asks. 

"I had fun , !3rad . I got in :Jome sightseeing and shopping in Paris. we 

s tayed s eve:ral days r t a r est cer1 ter on the ~'rench coast, called 

r.:t retat, where you might ua:; that we did ::lo me more sightseeing - but 

it wao r estfu1·1 on the beach . ''!e l ooked around 1 ondon and took a few 

:nore subway rides . Of -.:ourutt 3dinourgh, ~cotland was our main desti

nation and place of inte1 est . " I continue. "I r eally enjoyed it be

cause, well, maybe in tiOi:le ways it reminded me 1Qore of' home. ':'l e did a 

lot of siRht seeing and met l:>Ome very n i ce peonle . The Re d Cros o was 

wonderful in making all of the arran gements for the complete trip. 

It's sort of crazy i n some v1ey s; I ' ve oeen too busy working before the 

war to th i nk of an:;thing like dancing , and I had to pick ~dinburgh 

to make any attem'T)t at lear r..ing . '11heir f eet will long remember me , but 

they were r-o od s r orts and teachers. Oh , and I met a very nice young 

Scottisr. girl and her !.~om. It v,as a first for me - en j oying the 

compan~, of s omeone like her. 

''I would have like1 to hc.ve stayed over there u while longer. It was 

a. chance to hav e ::leverul days of f reed om away from ourroundings of our 

fo rme r battle area. ~he wa:i ting to g o ho~e will now be harder than 

ever t:o endu.re . " 

"I th ought th at I wa::l the only on e that had such feeling, George, '' he 

re!)lies. "There ' 8 not even a rumor a bout the date when we'll be leaving. 

Al though th ere ' ;;;; no ;,~ i l ling en vo 1 ved , I guess that we' 11 just have to 
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accept this µe rioi as a nother nhase of the v1ar . " 

The barr o.c;~ i:; ,Q"raduD.lly :::·ill wi t h th e returning GH;; from their vacations , 

and they all no•;; share t he anxie t y o~ waiting . t3ud , Eoy , .Andre and the 

others , all r~ t t~ rn . Oc:.!u.~ionull:,, unother officer or enlisted man will 

mysteriously leave for home or some other location , b ut most of us 

remain. The nurr.bcr of jj_tiplaced -persons working here seems to have 

increased, although \·1e l:.now tr1at a rreat rnony of th em have return ed to 

their homes , or mo ve d to otter locations ~ ~ lso . 

Th e DPs, a nd our o=~icer s treat us real well, gi ving us a life of l uxury. 

But the day s ,-a:rn into w<. eks, and the weeks a dd up. Bluntly we have 

no thintr to do ·b1; t wait to go home , and it ' lalget t ing to be torture. The 

DPs as well have l:iS ::, oue of our off icers and r:ie!1, have jobs to do that 

make life so or:1 r:ort h 1 i vin~ . ? or ruost of us , our l ife is one of getting 

un in th e mor~inr- ~ eet i n~ , ;,:oin~ f or a WQlk , or to a movie, eating 

~ain , o.nd then POin i? bo.c:r to bed at night . •·re discuss the s ituation 

in which vie ±'ind ouruel ves . ,,,here ' ::; a rn r.10 r that some field dri 11 is 

being ~lunneJ for us . Jut ~ite frankly we all wonder how a bunch of 

home - hungr y ors, 1:1ho b,;_v e be en through the war \·1ith fi ghting and ~ill

ing , we 11 , ho:·: c oul :1 t i: ey ever be :Jae if i cied in staying here? 

But as Se~tembe r d~aws to u close , the r ~wor of u os~ible fi eld drill 

is squel ched \"Ji t h tl:e a ,;pearunce of an off icial not ice on the bulletin 

board : ,r."!e \'1i l l be leaving 3ambe:cg , _ Jerman;;i , on October 1st ." Ther e 's 

the last □inute hus tle with the order f' oll?wing , to t u rn in su pplies , 

and to ~ick :in our lu t:ndry . Our rruns and ar:unun i ti on ti.re turned in as 

we are sr. i ]'J) ing out - for home ? ~ven the boyl.> r,; ho d o a lot of gambling 

woul dn ' t bet on that i tisue . 

''There ' s one t · · . r - • • · 
n1n~ t .. u. v \Je do ,~nov1 1 0 r sure . " .Jldre brings the news 
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to me . ''C ognac ,ju:.:;t -r. r ecleri.;edu-l'w',th another litter of pups . There ' s no 

cigars bejnf !' 1J.:Occd ont t~:i~ ti r:w , eit!ler . ::r: e ' ;::; one ti.in~ around her e 

that ' s de1:>endable . 1 r.ct~r '..;hc...t l:>everal of ti.e ~ellows are t r ying to 

t · s· ... .., t ' e eve·, -1 o~' -:-. '1·. e ur-.l,-1 er· c·,u·p0 ho1ne v1~th them. " f8 ,Jerr: i::;; 'lOn v i.., /.u~ ::3 1 u. ~ v u _ v ..1. 

"!:;ell good :i:'or !:er , .:..ndre • .".ii:.e wu:::. a fine dog for us to have during t he 

war, for protection eu v1e ll as cor:i:_oanion::;hip . " I reply. "I sure hope 

that :;,he'll 1:et a g ood home - vie 'll a.11 mi::,s her. " 

Hot ever;:,7one fr·o:n t!le 07th S i gnal 1jattalion from Bamberg will b e leav 

ing . 1ut for ti-lose o:i: ul::l tr.at are leo.v i nft , 1.:onda.y morning , Oct Ob er 1, 

1945, finds us in £, very hi: 1:ry mood . rr·;e rn ould be on the h i gh seas by 

this time next week ! " i:.; the co11u:nent th&t i :.; heb.rd along with other 

remarks q_u i te often. "It ' ::; P.:e"'v t in·fi. into the i'1;.ll oeason now , so it ' s 

about time that we ;rnre l ,~<.!Vin t~ here. It's ,-;e ttj n g so cool that the 

frc1.ulei ns J-~av e even ::.,1, o 1 ··~e d swimcine; in the river. '' '.i1he r em&· k.s continue 

as we load u:r e.:r.d 1' i1.ll oat oi:' the ·;·mr,~ini3' area . iibout the last thing 

that we see u::; vie pul l Jut in to the street ii:> Cognac , the Company mascot. 

She ' 11 nu::;.; ' l ' ' . '..., a 1:;l: i le , 

taking care of her --.-rnns . 

but then , she h&.J her 1uork cut out for her 

Our destination i:., u small town 40 :;1 ileo to our ;:;outh by t he name of 

Zi r ndo r f. It ' s about G ~ ileo ~est of t he lfilge city of Nuremberg . The 

real pun,ose o-£ o"'.-O ~) ill!, here i:c: not tnom: o~· un yone that I ' ve asked . 

I only ho:oe , i lik.e eve ryone el;:;e , t hat oomeone v1ho is in charge somewh e re, 

k nows v,ha.t t!1ey're d0inp.- , 3ut oi:e y:,o~it,ive thing is certain , we ' ve made 

a sta1·t . Al thourh it seer.,;;; to be a start that reminds me of b eing moved 

from a larp.:e wait jnR r oom of a doctor ' ::.; office , to a smaller wa it i ng 

room vJhere we continue t o m:d t f or the doctor ·.--1ho wi 11 make the exam i na

tion . !n this sm._:ller cur::p ·,,ii th i t s quon:c;et buts, we ' re back to the 
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to t he use o:f r.1e::;u k its af"a i n . •;;bica s eer.., i:; :·:ore n ormal for Army life . 

And do ~10.;. rer:i e::'.bo r ·3i:: .. 1 i'1!: o left n i th ::;o r.1e of "vh e other fellows from 

3 a lzonr g , v1r:il0 \·; c •:;e re •.r i .=: :i ~ing i n the .~lps? 1'It ' .., good to see you, 

Bill . ··,•e thought t i': ut ~, ou ' d he ~orr.e lonp.- bef ore tr.is . '':hat happened?" 

"It ' s a long s t ory . an d it ' u been a. l rmr- wait , Geo r ge , " he replies. 

''I've been here ever uin ce lcc.ving ~ul zuur s . e):ce, t for some time to 

visit ~:ar is . :~o i:!ebody h B-Ll ::;ur e f o ulea. u_µ t h i ::; ·1\oint system and t rans

T"Orta.tion f or ns . '' 

3esd.des meeting '.3i ll , T ::tce t s or.le o:: the f ellows from my old 92nd 

S i gnal 3 a ttal i on . ·~hey u.r c })l eru-:.i.ng t o go home on a furlough , and then 

retur --!ing to v,o r k i n co ~.1r.:i .. nicat i 9ns . "You ought to consider it also. " 

One of th em i rivi t es . ":1here ' s good pay in it i'or you , and better than 

the rat race on the out s ide . " 

"I !ve only one r.:ll.in des :i re ut t i: is time," I renly . "and thatte to ge t 

hor.ie and out of t he ser vice . " 

I also r.1eet u-p wi th ti. t e n 'i'ellows t hut I ~new in t he 84th Signal Company. 

From their conversati on I learn that t h ey were shipped overseas several 

months after I wa s . 

And there are some o ther f ell owslcome across. bu t thank goodness just 

a minority, who havin~ no defjn ite ~1ans for the future , welcome all 

of t ne delays of our de ~)arture . ~,=uch of "che Ar my di ci-pline at this stage 

is very lax , and ttey work t heir trades with t he unfolding circumstances . 

Loud sp e a kers f rom a c en t r al v1i red s ource, ar e rented out to the qar

racks. The f ell ow~ wi 11 pay wi llingly i'o r anythirn: that will help pass 

the time . S tock::; o:f cn-0tured Ger man war material are constantly traded 
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by the ex!)erts in tris f i eld . ~hey bni ld u u small fortunes. ',7hiskey 

is sold for e hi ~h nrofit . J ome of the f ellows make their extra money 

by sell i ng t he services of ·!:rostitutes . 1' here 're Bever a l names tagged 

on t hese f el: ows , but ' p im~ • is generally the a~cepte d term. 

1;;e have one in our barracks who occupies the bed next to the door, 

and she sleep with ll im except v1h en her services are booked with the 

clientele of thi s or other b arracks . "Someda y I have hopes t o settle 

down wit h so me r. ice ma n i n ... me rica , " she announces nonchalantly one 

day near lunch time . ,~s iohe talks, ::.he is bus:; gi. ving herself a bath 

in front of t he barrac~s stove, u0ing a basin of hot water, a rag, 

and a towel . :-'or her it' s a routine proced ur e without the least 

thought of modesty . l: .. t least s he tries to keep herself clean. But 

already, I ' m f e elinf- sorry f or t hat poor husband that she hasn't 

n icked yet . 

There a.re regula t icns rev,ar ding all of t hese forb i dden activities , 

but who worries ab out rev.u;lations at a time like ~his? 1.',Je 're going 

home f".tN'ember?' And t hat' ::; wl': at a l ot of us believe as our convoy leaves 

Zirndo r f on t he morninf of October 3rd . '7e 're going west into France , 

and a boat which we dream of , that will take us home. 

At least part of our wishfu l t h inking i s correct . We're in France, 

and in a cer: t r al lo ca t ion oi v,hat appears to be a soul- forsaken 

wasteland. Our e ng ineers have leveled of f t he land and erected a 

beautiful city of tents . :? or :;;o me un known r eason they c~ / l it Camp 

Chicago . There' s actual ly a real city near here, yet out of sight, by 

the nDroe of t,~archais . ? or identif ication :cu r r oses we're now a part · of 

the 200 Field ;.~rtil ler y Bat talion . Someone no r-1 has the choice of send 

ing us to either t he west or s out h ports of ? r a nee , and we should 
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be at t hi s locution f o~ n ot oo re than a coup l e of days - we continue 

to dreD.lll. ~r..e 1-;ien hav o be en :::;huffled a.round. like blowing seeds, but 

f or sor;;e good io rtune, u :;;:;:all group of uu continue to remain together. 

"B'illed with hour8 of inactivity, t he days stretch into weeks. '.'Talking 

t he barren tent - lined streets ge ts to be monot onous. About the 'only 

activity that real ly flourishes is the game of di ce. It's a full sca,,le 

business that ' o done out in the open an d nearly 24 hours a day. A 

blanket is stretche d ti g ht over :.:;ome type of board that fo rms a land

ing field : or the t wo cubes. Ti,ousands of dollars change hands daily, 

and more at payday • . ';.nd don't distract the play ers, e.s some could be 

l osing , a.n d in a bad mood . 

But as t he weeks nass without any hope of irr.mediate departure, everyone 

is understandably in n bad r:1 ood o.nd not j uet -.; he dice p layers. S ome o:f 

the f ellovis in our u:r.i t ·l;ho seem to n ossess some influence, have 

written to s ever a l ,';onrrressr:ien , 'cu. t v, i t hout a ·pparent success . "However, 

what could they expec t? 11 vrn cor.w1ent. "It vm::. thes.e fellows who fouled 

' up the po i nt .::lyster.: to start with on all fronts . " i.l1d the chant is 

taken up; "".'hen are we p;o in,r,; tome?'' '.i.1h i s peri od of wai tiug wouldn't be 

as bad if we had ~omething definite to l oo~ to in the form of a set 

date . Of course , a better l ocation would also help our morale. ITe are 

all greatly disanpo inted . 

~ntert ainment i :..; orovided for our en j oyment . l'here are movies , and live 

Shows with co :-:-iedians an i actors. \Iith the live shows , the troops vent 

their pent - up fee lings on the nc:tors vii th immlting remarks and boos . 

The actors try t o J o their best , b~t the fellows resort to entertaining 

themselves by tosoinf scores of air- fi lled r ubbers into the air of 

the theater . I rea lize t ne f eelings of ".; he .;- 11 ~e ows , but why take it 
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out on the actors? I t ma~ es one asha~ed to be a part of them at suoh 

times . 

'rhe days of weary wa i tine: peo s by . It ' s trover:iber 14th, and heavy 

frost co vo rs the t e::1t;:; r, nd g round in t he i7:orn ing . i,iinter i;;, coming on, 

but there's a. ras of hope for us. !:~e.ybe the letters to the Congressmen 

didn't do any good , and ~na~, be ouri . prasers had more positive effect. 

The news i.:3 t hat we ' re ::,o vinp.- out! 

J oinville , ::;'ranee , i s a ~own that we f ou~h t our wa'S' through during the 

war , and we' re here a o:ai n brief ly on 1Joveraber 15th. Our hopes are a gain 

built up. '. :it h t he news t hat we r.iight be e-ett i nr: closer to our embark

at ion p oint , th ere ' s another acti vi t ;)" t hu t ' s tak. ing place on a l arger 

scale . ''P.:a.ve you seen n:;y ~h,en hower jacket?" s omeone asks. 

it u p on the line ju;:; t t en minutes ago ." 

"I hung 

1·:e 've been in the r.abi t of airing out our bedding and clothing during 

the war . Such a habit now demands the const ant vigil with a olub, A 

couple of 1:1inµtes i s o.1 1 t hat it takes for clothing and bedding to be 

headin? for the black. marke t . ~uch iteos a.re r:mch :-:1ore valuable than , 

cash or francs , aLl one who is a little caieless will learn. Sometimes 

it's the F rench who wil l steal the articles, but no re often it's other 

Gis who steal them to trade for other goods , or to sell them. 

1:ie 've been tak ing ·,ictures of the camps along our paths of travel. as 

I am takine; a pict ure o: our :place at J oinvill e , .mdre makes a helpful 

suggestion: '"-"le' ve oo th be en ta;t ing uictures , Geor ge . l::aybe we can 

trade some of th em when we ~et home . 3e tween the two of us there ought 

to be a.t lea.st one g oo d one f or our i·ecord :::; . " 

"Thank you , f,ndr e, 11 I r e -~l ;y . '~ 've g ot your address. For some crazy, 
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hopeful r eason I ' ve been ta~~i n E: a 9i cture a8 soon as we arrive at an 

area or nevi car:1p , thinking: t i'1at vie might b e moving out the next da~. 

I won't say that I ' ve grown mo re patien t , but rather! ·think that I 've 

just learned to aece!1t disnr,pointments . " 

s omeone □ust hc v e rolled the dice right t his time . It' s Augus t 19th, 

and we ' re heading south • . 1.t least this narrows the questions of wh ere 

and when we ' ll sail , d own to just t he single question of ''when?" 

rt' s n ice t o s ee some -oar t s of Pr ance t hat we haven ' t seen bef or e . Our 

route tsk es us alon~ the Lhone ?.iver and valley . past the industrial 

cities of Ehone and :Ly on . :'urther alon g so uth , there ' s r iche r agri

cultural land with ::1an;y fine vinej·ards . It ' s truly a beauti ful valley, · 

even at th i s lat e time of ;., he year . Our camp , for the n ight at least, 

is the Calais Staging .',rea , somewhere near 1i.:arseilles , Fr ance . Still 

being hopeful G!u , we t ake some pictures of the camp after we bad 

finished dinner . -~d we ' re jus t being hopeful, as there ' s n o news i 

a t all about the availability of a boa t - even a rowboat. 

' Some of t he fe llows not content with t he p oor reuults from wr i ting t o 

their Congressmen , have resorted to writing to the news media. If it 

doesn ' t n roduce &"'.y trans-rortat i on fo r us , Y1e can now at lea s t s a y 

that we made t he headlines . "Troops near riot over f ailure t o obt ain 

t r ansn ortation home . " Yes , that' s us , an d we all shared the same 

feelings. 

Just th e knowled' ,:re that we ' r e being hea r d :i,::; enco ur~ing to us. And 

whether on not tl:e publicity h ad anything to do with it, on November 

24th, ,.ve r eceive '.,he v1elcome news that a boat w ill s oon be available 

for us . 1:.re '11 hav e to vmi t a f ew days f or them to clean it up and 

fumigate it, t hen it ' 11 hr v e t o be u ired out . The boat was bei ng used 
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to transrort Yrench troops to one of their wars in Afr i ca . It' s good 

news to l earn that we ' 11 have a boat of some a:> rt , bu t the idea that 

we ' ve been havinp: to sweat it out while our boo.ts were being made 

available for them , and such use, just didn ' t set t oo wel l with us . 

Regardless of such reasons for our delays , there' s now a noi sy, and 

joyful cel ebr ation in our cam-p - ssd ing home at last. Somehow Brad, 

Bil l , Andre, myself , and u few others , have manag ed to sta1 together 

during this last sto.~e of the battle . ·70 have a late gab-fest to tal.k 

over some of our ajventures . 

And it ' s time to \·,rite a very impor tant letter home t o Uom. Airmail 

should beat our boat , even if our boat sh ould be a f ast one. 

On November 26, 1945 vie' re busy .t& ing pictures a s our truoks leave 

the Calai s Staging Area . 1.rhere ' re mor e pictu r es taken when we reach 

:uarseilles, and bo ard our boat, the Samuel Ashe , u.s.A.T. I tak.e another 

picture of the dock , and another as the tugs pull us away from t he 

dook. Ther e are a few moments of quiet reflections as we leave the 

shore and the harbour . :'here a.re mixed emotions of a l ot of memories, 

some bad , but some good . I ' ve had many friends dur ing t he war, as well 

as on s ome of our tri~s following . Somehow , it's still qu ite hard for 

f or me t o grasp tr.e realization that , at last , I ' m going home. 

The wate r s of the 1~edi teranean are calm as a lake as we p low west. 

Unlike leaving Hew York, and going to t he war , now , no one i s s easiok. 

As one result of this , there are long chow lines . This boat' s known as 

a Liberty Ship , it ' s life expectancy is considered to be quite s hort, 

and it ' s s-peed of t r avel h:i slowe::: than ,aost ships . But i t' s a boat, 

imd if we don ' t hit too rHmy or hard of storms , maybe i t 'll hol d up 

unt i l v,e cb.n reach .wnerica. 
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I S!)end much of ':_')i t i r.ie on to!) de ck vr.i. th the gang du ring the daylight 

r..ours . ~his seem~ to a i e ~ired ~lace to be for everyone on suoh voy

a ges a s t his . !"a:;oe it ' s ':-'artl y be cru1se i t isn ' t quite as depressing 

as staying down in t he dur ~:er ho ld of th e s h i;) . Some of t he fellows 

have learned the trick of t:y ing their di rty clothes to a l ong ro pe 

and letting them dangle in the wuter a l ong side of t he ship. Maybe it's 

a go od way to r1a8r.. them , but t he:7 wo uld ;:;till have the task. of remo v

i ng the salt fror:i the cloth es, but they co~l:l hv.ve an idea for that 

The por-ooises an 1 flyi ng f'i sh fj nd no f ault with our boat a s they play 

gam es of lea-c froF. , in the waters around us . '''l'here ' s part of the 

Afr:t c an coo.st , ove1 t here , '' someone }."'Oints out. And later on: "That 

must be Spa in , on our right . I can even make out a t own." 

It' s to be on the deck in the evening when the stars are out. I guide 

the ship by th em - in my own way . .ind at ~uch quiet, peaceful times I 

f e el a cl oseness to God , and I thank. liiJ:J. for His protection , and pray 

for His continued pro tec tion during t he r est of our voyage home. The 

other fe l l ows on deck must have tihared some of the s ame thoughts. 

"rhere ' s something very · different and comforting about this ocean trip." 

Andre remarks . '".7e have full ru1ming lights on now - there ' a no blaok-

out. '.7e I re at peace ! " 

Vie have piped r::us i c to our bunk area in tne hold , and the music i s 

sometimes interrupted to bri ng- us an a.nnouncemen t . "For your information, 

we Will be pa ssing tr.e !-.ock of Gibra l t ar at 0 430 . If it isn 't fo ggy, 

you' 11 have a chance to see it." 

I wan te d to see the !~ock. , and I make a point to try and wak.e up and 
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get a glimpse of it. At the ~resc ribed time , I'm sound asleep. But 

shortly Df terwerds I manage to wak. e up enough to grope my wa;y up to 

to-p side. It' s coo l and dark . .... lso it ' s foggy, mid some of the fog 

;I 

l ooks l ike it could be the rock - but I'm not su re. One thing is certain- . 

we have entered the open seas , and the rougher water is making itself 

felt. The chow lines ~row shorter as the fellows g row sicker. 

On December 3rd, sor:1eone is really sick on our ship. Appendicitis ., ia 

the cause of the e .citement. ;illother ship with medical facilities has 

been alerted pr e vi 1nsly , and is novl standing b;; to make the transfer of 

the soldier. It ' s a rescue on the high seas , and I take a picture of 

the ship. The reocue rai..;s ion is com1Jleted successfully and we 'rencmce 

more sailing west . 

There ' s a chart on the wull near the messhall, or galley, that shows 

our location and diptance for each day of travel. We 're now halfway 

across the At lon ti"c, and the music of the BBC , wi th the f riendly chimes 

of Bi g Ben on the ho11r , fade f r om the ships radios. Now we are enter

tained by the music from our own • .;.merican network's , and we hear some 
' 

of t he lctest hits . 3ut I'll mis8 some of the symphonic music t hat we 

heard on occasions. ~he fellows are feeling better at 

this time , and tt:e chow lines a.re again long. On the 9th of December, 

we hit a storm, and the c hovi lines frrow shorter. I'm feel ing brave and 

I go on deck to take a n icture of the storm. At one moment we are 

on top of a ~ountainous wave , and th_e nex t instant we're in a low 

valley. Our shiy.i o_uivers a:::; we hit the wave~ head on, and the propel1or 

throbs as the stern of the sh ip is carr ied out of the water. I escape 

once ap.ain to the s td:·ety of our hold. 

TTe now seem to be in one storm after another. Our sh ip is now off the 
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Virginia coast a..YJd we hit the tai 1-end of a hurricane. '"Te had attempted 

to try and ~o out of our wa;1 to miss it. "All troops will remain below 

decks!" Comes the stern war nings over the PA. r.;.ihe doors to our hold 

is slar.imed shut as our i.1oat sta:::ts to toss in the rough seas. Later, 

it seems like the end has co me to our ship as vie roll dangerously 

to a low angle on one side . Packs, bags, garbage cans, and any other 

loose article, r,lunge to one side with the tilt. ''The ships stea:ring 

has lost it's Hu tomat ic contro 1, but we hope to have it -working man

ually shortly. " Comes the announcement of explaination. They v.o rk 

fast and we're soon righted. There're some short and fast prayers being 

made also - at least by me. 

The storm continues throughout the rest of the day and into the night, 

but gradually it weakens. Our travel score for the previous day -we hst 

quite a few miles. _:3ut we're ludq; to be afloat . we have a leak in one 

of the holds, and ·the Coast Guard has been standing by us for a pos-

sible rescue. I ronically, we have also been standing by another ship 

that has hEd one of it'o holds flooded - another Liberty Ship? 
, 

Today is l)ecember 13th,and Thursday, as we near the c0·ast of the 

United States and cooler waters. During the night a cold draft comes 

down an open doorway from the outside, and I awake with a sore throat. 

But it's an awakening to some good news too. '"'1e'll soon be appro·ao-b

ing New York Harbour . Be sure and have your gear together for an 

orderly debarkation." 

Everyone has been ready with or without the· announcement , thia is 

the reward for getting through the war and the months of waiting for 

trans portati on home . Zveryone i s now crow9-ed on the top decks for a 

view of the harbour und the Statue of Liberty. ~e enter the Narrows, 
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after first stoppinf to :) i cl{ up the harbour pilot . Our docking will 

likely be a l onp- the East :i. i ver on J.ianhatten, And since the Statue of 

Liberty is farther v1est of the waters between l\~anhatten and Staten 

Island, we probably vmn •t see it, or it will appear qu ite small. But 

there's another and closer treat in store for us. A small welcome ab..ip 

filled with live girls singing popular music has arrived to esoort us 

in. The gi rls and the musi c get our undivided attention. There're ma111 

songs r eflecting over the calm waters of the harbour and river, but 

one of them seems to be a f avorite of mine, and also fitting for the 

occasion: "Going to take a senti mental journey home," are a part of 

the words s ung. ~veryone should be shouting, but we're mostl~ quiet, 

and t here are even a few s hed tears of uncontro lled emotion. And there 

is time fo r a si mpl e '~han r. you God." 

Red Cross Girls are, star.ding by with co:ffee and doughnuts as we etep 

lively down the gangplank onto the dock and American soil. Besides 

co f fee, they have a large number of cart~ns of mi lk to meet the over

whelming number of r equests . "Vihat does it tas te ·lik.e - this fresh 
' 

cows milk.?" They fill us in with oo me of the news also. There' a a 

strike of some sorts going on in new York City. The_newa sounds 

normal we're back home , an d i n New io r k now. 

"You f ellows ma.de front page news! " They announce eagerly to us. "The 

Coast Guard was standing by your ship . \7e 're gl ad that you made 1 t 

safely to port." 

AS t hey mention it, I recal l walkinf. around the lar ge rope that con

trolled our stearing, a s we made our way off of the ship. 

A convoy of trucks are v,a iting for us, and we are esco rted through 

the busy str eets of New Yor~ City, with red lights fl ashing, and 

, 
., 
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the wail of the sirens from t he police cars. 

we are at a well-organized .-rmy Camp at the end of our spectacular 

brief ride. rye'll be ho re for several days for some preliminary work 

before we're g iven transportation to our regional discharge centers. 

There's time for a few more goodbyes before we are sent to different 

locations at the c&mp •• lhis is a big camp Known as Kilmer, and there 

are many locations to go to , vdth a lot of space between. we're also 

back in the land of saluting with the "yes, Sir." Most of the officer~ 

seem to be young ~raduates. But really, if we stay out of their way, 

they treat us pretty good. It's wonderful to be back in the good U.S.A. 

again. The fresh vegetab les, salads, and real fresh milk are truly app~•

ciated. And the beds aren't an bad either., but I still feel like I'm 

on a boat ro eking with the waves. 

But we're back in the land of reality and :B'ir st Sergeants agai~ al.So. 

"Alright you guys, it's 0530, everybody up! " 

Shortly after ,break.fast, I locate a ~ifestern Union office at Camp to 

send a telegram home. Today io Saturday, December 15th, and the time is 

9:44 A.M. our time. hlom should get the message by 8:00 A.li. Pacific 

time, letting her know that I made it back tlafely. "From Camp Kilmer, 

New Jersey: Arrived in us~ yesterday. Next stop Fort Lewis, Love: Sgt 

George L. Sanford. " 

We begin our processing i mmediately at the Camp, by taking briet 

physicals • .And they are brief - I guess they figure if we stood the 

two years in Euro pe and the boat trip back here, t hen we must be in 

good shape. .An::;w~ there' re n o big comp laints made b;y us at this stage, 

we just want to get home. 
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\1e are provided a comnlete clean uniform to wear home , while the other 

clothing we have i~ to be turned in . '~ou have your cho ice of taking 

home an overcoat or a raincoat , soldier . ,·.:hat will it be?" - I keep 

the raincoat. Lat er T ,·,urch ase a small lup:p:ap:e bag to replace my 

barracks bag, and I ' m beginning to feel more like a civilian. 

The next day we are eiven instructions conoer ning our tr·ansportation 

to our nearest dl scharge center . Those of us living in the northwest 

will be going to the Fort Lewis location . The officer goes into more 

detai 1 v,i th his a.nnouncemen ts. "Those oi you who live nearly across 

the United States will be flown to t he nearest centers. ·Others that 

are living closer will be shi~ped by rail. Are there any questions?" 

''I don't care to travel by air, sir . Do I have to?" 

"Soldier," the officer ro :;olies. •~ou are still in the .Army, and you 

will travel by the means that we designate , and· you don't have a 

choice. " 

The off icer ~as answered the question that I mi g ht have a sked. I keep 

quiet. ':'here's a well- grounded fear of the C-47 planes . These 

:planes are kno\'m as the work- horses of the .Army, and there have been 

several of them crasr. lately. One of them crashed just two days ago. 

and all of the returninp: veterans were killed. Of course that occured 

in a mid-west blizzard - out thic is winter weather all over the 

country.,and un"Oredictable. One enco _uraging thought is that seasoned 

commercial airline -r ilot s vlill be flying us. 

I told 1.:om in the telegram that the next Btop would be Fort Lewis• 

but I didn 1 t say what day • .And the days at our Camp slip by. It's near 

Chri stmastime and there are decorations in s ome of the barracks a~d 

' I 
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some colored outside lights . There ' re no black.out s now, the lights a.re 

on here again as well as the rest of the rest of the world. Christmas 

carols and songs fill the air. 

on T'hursday evening , December 20th, near midnight , we are in our C-47 

transport, wai ting near the end of the runway for clearance to take 

off. The motors s p eed up and we lift off ih the crisp winter air over 

New York and n ew Jen;ey. 'l1he street lights with the ~.ari stmas decor

at ions cast a dazzling reflection of the colored lights i n the snow 

below us. Gradually we leave the glow of the city , seeing only the 

lights of one or two ~oving, toylike autos on the highway • Now, we 're 

alone in the dark. night , with just the constant drone o~ our motors. 

All things seem neaceful , and ag~in I offer a pray er to God on this 

Christmas season , for his protection on our new journey. 

No, I'm unable to . .sl eep, there ' s t oo mueh anxiety and exoitement. But 

I do ~et some res t while daydreaming about endless things. If I need 

more excuses for being unable to sleep, I oo uld blame it on the s eats. 

They are bench- like affairs of webbing fastened to each side of the 

plane - ten on each side. T1hey resemble seating installed for carry

ing troops /':lak inf- parachute jur.ips . All we need is to have a parachute. 

It's st i ll dark when we circle t he Detroit fie ld and land for reft1el

ing. The operation tckes about fifteen minutes, and we're a gain air

borne. "Somet h ing is wrong! '' one of. the fel l ows co.mments . · ~e 're not 

ga ining altitude, but just c i re ling around .th esa smokestacks. rt• s 

sort of s ca.rey. 11 

Re's ri ght , and our :c,lane m~ es a large circle and gets clearanoe for 

r e landing at the airfield . "The l anding wheels ret·used t o raise up," 
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comes a l a ter r e no rt af ter s orne minor repairs are made. "Vie a:i ould 

do alrir:ht now . '' 

'l'his try.we 1:-ain altitud e and head v,est . 1·:ith ubout the same amount of 

air time that i t took to co me from New York to Jetroit, we now reaoh 

the city of !-.fi nneapolis f'o r a vmi ting breakfast. 

rt' s a P:ood b r e e kfast , but tb ere' s no t :i me to sit a round end tallt, for 

we have a schedule to meet. ·:.re sign our names on the brea kfast oheok 

so that the gove rnment can pay them the bill later. The idea of just 

signing our name ond letting Uncle pay for it, would be a good one to 

continue with , b t: t t here's the catch to it that we would have to remain 

in the service. ''Clear to take off ! " is the word that comes from the 

tower that interrur,t::; my tr..oughts ~As the plane g a in~ altitude fast, 

I mnder if my stomach wi l l remenber to stay d-own. "Warnings of en-ow-

stonns ahead." The pilots receive the re -por ts. There may be possible 

we are now over tr. c d tete on north Dak.ato , and we land at Bismrck for 

refueling and ~ weather check . "You have clea.rnnce to Miles City," and 

we are ag~in airborne. 

The hills and valley e re deep and treacherous around our landing field 

at ?:riles City , :·ontana. :'here's an ho.ur delay at the airport while -we 

wait for clearance from ahead at Billi ngs . 

When we arrive at i3 i lli:qgs , 1 t is dark and. snowing lightl~ ·- and co·ld. 

It's a l so dinner time, and we're hungry , It 's a good meal that we have 

at the airport, and again we sign we sign f o1.· t he cheat. There'll be 

a delay for our f light. The weather· f;;,B closed in u p ahead and we are 

grounded. ''le wait at t he air9ort, :::iitt i n g· i n::n.cie for awhile. and then 

walking around outside in t he cold and ::.r.ow f or a change. All of 
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us could use tiOme tileep, but there appears to be no chance f or that 

luxury . It I s 3 o ' clocr. in tr. e r:1or ning wh en we finall y reoei ve the 

clea rance to But~e. 

The eneineo a.re cold , and the fu el pots under the engine s are lit to 

warm u.p the oil . •·;e enter the plane while the flames are still buming. 

The enr~nes cough and s ~oke for awhile , and then they t ake over on 

their own. In my make- believe way , I help the plane to lift up in t he 

cold morning air. :. :e continue to gain hi gher altitude as we near the 

Rocky J~ountai ns a.nd the divide . Looking down thr ou~h the morning light, 

we can see the ribbons of hiF;h weys ,..,ith the ant-like cars • .And there's 

a tiny train following the path of a twisty river b a n k. But te, Montana , 

is on the top of the :)i vide , and we need the altitude to approach it. 

Gradually the distance between us ~nd the ground shrink! . we can now 

see the outlines of- the trees and the reeks , anq.. we a pp ar to be 

da ngerousl y close ·at; we cros::; the divide, circling f or ur landing 

a t Butte .. 1.rhe runway L , lined up and we touch down - the:n there 'a an 
. I 

explos ianfro r.; below ca usin~ us to swer ve sl i p:htly , but we manage to 

r ecover and carr . .r out a ::t'orward,straight path while the ! rakes and flaps 

slow us to a Btop . •r-::e ' vc had a blowout ! " comes the 

ni'he pilot ~ure did a good job of getting u~ out of 

sp e r ulative remark. 

thaf situati~n." 

"'Ne ' ll be staying here overnight," comes a. later verdi ct . ".h. new tire 

will have to be i:;nip, ·eJ in fro r.o Seattle . " 

Some taxis a r e nrovided for our s hort trip .to town , and we che ck in 

at the best hotel. Three nice meal s are ours for the sig ing of the 

check s during the day. '.'!e walk: around the .city for awhile , and I could 

enjoy it more if I wasn't oo tired and l:.ileer,y. Zleep does come to me 

l a ter in a very nice bed . ~ut it isn ' t 1 I 
as re axing , or ao sound of 

I 
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sleep ,al:l it should be , ::.'or I'm to tir ed and wo r ked up with e:xoit.ement. 

But with the coming of □orning , I ' m at least more rested. 

-:-ie sign our individual checks f or our roans and break.fast, and then we 

get s ome transportation back to the air~ort. Our plane has been re

paired, and we ts.k.e of f wi t hout incident . Vie axe high, and climbing 

higher going over the tall snow- cl ad peak s of t he rest of :Montana, 

Idaho, and then, over ·.!as hington . ·-,;:e have good visabili ty and high 

thin cloudiness . ·,1e 1 re favor e d with a t ail wind and we're malting fast 

time, in a ride that feels like we're floating . 1·1e cros s the caaoades, 

on our decent to touch down at the Sea ttl e air port. 

Army busses are at the 1)ort . an d one of t hem is assigned to take us 

to the Fort. ·:re are a ;;;;s i gned to barrack.u for overnight sleep, and 

mealsare provided. The next morning an officer gi ves us our instructions. 

"You ' 11 be given a: twenty- four hour pasl:l , and you ' 11 report back here 

tomorrow to comnlete t he paperwo rk for your di~charge." 

''Tomorrow is 'Chri stmas . Do we hl:l.ve to report back. here tomorrow, Sirt" 

One of the gang inquires. 

"Tomorrow i s just a '!'lother day fo r us , "he replies. "!'hose are your 

orders , I would a dvise you to be on· time ." 

I wanted to get out of service just as fast as ansi one else , but I ·.:u_··:·: 

thought over oeveral times about the r emark. that he had made saying that 

t oqi.orrow wa.s just a nother day. F or most of ·u:::, who were in combat, we 

hsd waited t hro ugh a lot of anxious moments to accept tomorrow as ju4t 

another day . Our -pr iorities in ser vice put' the returning home to our 

loved ones at the head of the list . Getting oi icially out of service 

could wait until a brief reunion of so t · d b me ype na een made• In hie 
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Christmau mes~age last year, General Patch stated that it was his wish 

and desire that all servicemen spend the next Christmas home with their 

loved ones and families • .rlild, f or all of u~, tomorrow is a very 

special day. But, for now , v,e' r e still in the .1.r my and orders are 

meant to be carried out. To fulfill this order, I had to make the 

right connection for the bus and do 300 miles of travel ~o get ho~e 

and back in the 24 hour period. But I'm determined to go home, and I 

hope and prey that I 1 11 be back. on time. 

It feels strange buying an interurban tick.et to Seattle for myself. 

There's no help to be had from the Anny now. As I st art out my steps 

are a little wabbly and I feel like I'm in a daze. Memories drift back 

to me about thin~s that I'd fo r ~otten about. And there's the ride to 

Yakima, and the meeting with my brother Har old and his wife. He's out 

of the service and married now. My other brother Champ , and bis wife 

With their three ch i ldren come over for the happy oacasi on • .And then 

there's I,~om! She aeem a little thinner, and doesn't look. too well. There 

are some hear~y hu.gs and kisses - with a few tear·s. There 'a much to. sai 

and talk over, and time passes swift ly. Later when we're alone, she 

mentions her cough. 

"I just can't seem to get rid of it." she comments. "It seems so p&r

sistant, I've had it for some time - since over in Seattle visiting 

with my brother." 

As she mentions her illness, I reflect back . to my thoughts in aervioe, 

and the comparing the war and man ca.used suffering with the other 

so called natural suffering of man through ~uch illness. Man shouid 

help prevent suffering nnd not cause it. There is one type we can accept 

easier.than the other. 3ut J wonder , as others seem to feel, that ah.e 

I I 
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i s but ano t her one of the indir ect casualities of t he war. 

I ' m home ! &nd I ' ve meny ti1ings to be thankful and happy f or. I have a 

home cooked meal , and later my own bed to rest and sle ep on. But, I'm 

s till in a daze , like awa~ening 1'rorn a. l •Jng , l ong sleep. And resting 

on my bed later, before going to sleep for the n i ght, I t h ink over 

t he events that hav e hapnened since I ' ve been away. I'm home now, an4 

I ' l l have to start a new life or way of living . There're· no Firs t Ser

geants her e , but there ' ll be others who ' l l demand that their orders be 

carried out . J.:om has been s ick. for some time and t hi s is t he first that ~ 

t've heard about it , al thoueh I ' ve somet imes wondered about her health. 

Ye s , I know that soldiers ar en't alweys told such things,to worry them 

- they have enough things to tEKe care of , and mai ntain t heir moral.a, 

so it ' s just as well. 

I hav e a nieht's sleep , a.nd it ' s Christmas ciorn_ing! I have muoh to 

thank God for this day He has given us . I 'm home and I'm lt•surely en

j oy ing a nice breakfast at home . And then with a start like aw&Jtening 

f r om a dream, t o fac e reality , I look at t he clock and r ealize what 

t ime i t is . I ' m supposed to be ba ck at the For t by noon, and I'm late 

n ow to catch the bus . They can ' t do any more than shoot me. I oan•t 

make i t back at thi s time, and I ' ll have to accept t hat fact. For a 

wh i l e longer it ' ll be Christmas and I' ll be home . I take a few mo~enta 

to tal k end pass out a few pres ents t hat I brought al ong. I'll oatoh 

the fi r st bus back to Seattle. 

And on the bus ride back. to the Fort, I th.ink about Uom •s conditi on, 

and My own, too. I ' m not su re about the condition of my own health . 

How had the war a:t:fected me? I.:a.s1 be onl y time wo uld tell. I'd 

been warned about the e=fects of .my exposure to war. But right now I 

have t o realize that . I ' ve a gr eater responsibility in 
looking after 

.-. ·-- . 
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1:om - I ' r:1 the only one left at nome . These tt oughts, vii th the dread 

that r ' ra now .~·.:oL , keeps turning ro ound in my mind as the bus heads 

westward . 

It's ~ecember 26th , before I cmi reuor t to the assigned discharge center. 

Thoughts about being late are foremost in my mind as I enter the room. 

This i s my fi rst such enco:.-;.nter or experi ence in the .Army. Five minutes 

or a day wouldn ' t me.tter - I'd still be late • .And this is the Lieu

tenant's first obs ervation as he picks up my r eco rds. ''You're late 

soldier , " he re})r imands. "you know that I oould have you Court 

?.~artialedl~ for such an offence?" 

"Yes, Sir." I re -oly. "I know I' m late. There' s no excuse for me to 

have mis.;;ed the bus-even though :i.tW4.s Christmas . I realize what you 

could do - but I don't believe you will . " 

He pauses for a moment thinking out loud ; "It was Christmas yesterda1.~

I ' d fo r gotten . " And then he admits; ''!:,o you ' r e right, I wouldn't. " 

\Vith that remark, he drops tr.e subject and proceeds to work on the pap

e rs. Several qu estions ar e asked as he continues h i s work. "You have 

four battle stars - you were in the ZTO" 

The answer s are affirmative . He co mpletes the ~l:J)er s and hands them 

to me to check over . ''13e sure t h ey ' re ri ght, 11 he cautions. 

I chec~ over t he pap ers , an d notice -first thing that there ' s no mention 

in any fo r m of the infiltraion cour se injur~, Md I pause f or a while 

to sta.dy this. 

"I;;; something wrong '?" he inquires . 

I reflect on things fas t. It would probably ta~e as much as six more 

t t 
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mont hs of servicP- to :-:-.::-.ke :.:uci~ a correc · ion . If ::o n di tions tihould get 

worse , t hen i t' 11 ~ u:., t huv e t o b e t,hat wuy . I ' m needed at home , and I 

vl8nt ou t . :rn t hes e br i ef ::o.s t ref l ec t ion s , I r ecall t he Sergeants 

pro mi se bhc t L1 ·.he 92n·::'t ,Jic::ncl ~attal i on . '". lu it until after the war, 

s oldier , ;you ' l l r..ave r l enty t ime then to get justice . " Yes, that ' s it, 

therewoula be .')lentJ' of t i me later. 

''No , cvcry thingu u.J.ri i~;ht , " T re ,;ly t o t r.o Lieutenant ' ti question. "'//here 

do I s i gn?" 

I com')lete the s t p:n inr: of t he uape1·s and he hands me a a opy. "Good 

luck to 3 ou Geo r ge, " he re sponds. ''You ur e nov, a civi lian. Have a Happy 

New year ." 

"Thank .you, Sir , '' I an::i v,e r . •r.:1h m1 k::i :::or everything . md a very Happy 

New Year to you , also. 11 
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