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DEDICATION 

ORIS B. JOHNSON 
(Major General USAF Ret.) 

Orlando Florida Sept. 5, 1982 
39th Anniversary Reunion 
422nd Night Fighter Squadron 

The former Officers and Enlisted Men 
of the 422nd N.F.S., affectionately dedi
cate this History to Oris B. Johnson, 
Commander and Friend, who served his 
country long and faithfully. 
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ORIS BAKER JOHNSON, was 
born in Ashland, La., onJune-20, 
1920. he graduated from high 
school in Natchitoches, La. in 
1935 and entered Louisiana State 
Normal College where he ma
jored in chemistry and physics. 
After receiving his B.S. degree in 
1939, he taught for one year in 
Mer Rouge, La. He entered the 
Army Air Corps as an aviation ca
det on Nov. 23, 1940, and re
ceived training at Tulsa, Okla., 
Randolph and Kelly Fields in San 
Antonio, Texas. 

In July 1941 he received his pilot wings and was commissioned a second lieutenant, 
and served with the 113th Observation Squadron at Key Field, Meridian, Mississippi 
until September 1942. 

During World War II, General Johnson served as Commanding Officer of the 348th 
Night Fighter Squadron in Orlando, Florida from September 1942 to August 1943 and 
subsequently was assigned as Commanding Officer of the 422nd Night Fighter Squa
dron from its activation at Orlando Air Base, Florida, in August 1, 1943, and through its 
combat operation in the European Theater until its inactivation in September 1945. 
During the years 1941-1945 General]ohnson rose from 2nd Lt. to Lt. Colonel. 

After WW II he was assigned to the Tactical Air Command (TAC) and was transferred 
in August 194 7 to the staff of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations, Headquarters 
U.S. Air Force, Washington, D.C. During the Korean War he was assigned to the Head
quarters of the Far East Air Forces in Tokyo, Japan. He was promoted to Colonel in 
January 1951. 

Returning to the United States in October 1953 he began a series of assignments 
with Aerospace Defense Command. He assumed command of the 501st Air Defense 
Group at O'Hare International Airport, Chicago, Illinois. In January 1956 he was as
signed to Air Defense Command Headquarters at ENT Air Force Base, Colorado, 
serving initially as Chairman of the Distant Early Warning Operations Warning Group 
and later as Special Assistant to the Deputy for Operations. 

In August 1957 General]ohnson was reassigned to Headquarters U.S. Air Force and 
served in the Directorate of Operations and the Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff for 
Air Defense Systems. In 1960 under the U.S. Air Force-Royal Air Force exchange pro
gram, he was a student at the Imperial Defense College in London, England. After 
completing the course, he assumed duty with Headquarters United States Air Forces 
in Europe, Wiesbaden, Germany. During this tour of duty he served as the Assistant 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations. 
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In August 1963 he returned to the United States as Commander of the Washington 
Air Defense Sector, Based at Fort Lee, Virginia. In February 1966 General Johnson 
returned to ENT Air Force Base as Director of Operations for North American Air 
Defense (NORAD) and Continental Air Defense Command (CONAD). 

He assumed command of the 9th Aerospace Division, ADC, in August 1966. The 
division became the Fourteenth Aerospace Force in July 1968. 

General Johnson Assumed command of the 313th Air Division (PACAF), with head
quarters at Kadena Air Base , Okinawa, in August 1969, and held this post until his re
tirement on the completion of 33 years active service, in 1973. 

His military decorations include the Distinguished Service Medal, with one cluster, 
the Legion of Merit with three oak leaf clusters, Distinguished Flying Cross, ~ir Medal 
with six oak leaf clusters, Air Force Commendation Medal, Army Commendation 
Medal, Presidential Unit Citation, Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, French Croix de 
Guerre Avec Etoile and the Belgium Fourragere . 

He was promoted to Major General effective August 1, 1966, with the date of rank 
July 1, 1961. 

Upon his retirement , General Johnson returned to his home state of Louisiana and 
held various municipal offices for the City of Shreveport until his current appointment as 
Undersecretary, Department of Public Safety, State of Louisiana in July 1980. 

General Johnson is married to the former Katherine Shaw of Ringgold, Louisiana. 
They have a daughter, Judith, and a son, Charles. 

IN MEMORIAL 

Friends who were lost during the war. 

Cpl. Lawrence Borgia 
FIO Jim Londeree 

Cpl. Frank Mortimer 
1st Lt. Gale Allman 
FIO Walter Samus, RIO 

1st Lt. Donald Doyle , Pilot , MIA 
2nd Lt. Norman Williams , RIO, MIA 
2nd Lt. Lloyd Nixon, Pilot, MIA 
2nd Lt. Jack Conway, RIO, MIA 
1st Lt. Donald Allee , Pilot , KIA 
TISgt. Richard Heggie, RIO, KIA 
1st Lt. John Morris, RIO, MIA 
Sgt. Richard Moser 

2nd Lt. Richard Himelright, Pilot, KIA 
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PREFACE 

After forty years there remains in this country a myriad of persons who are not ac
quainted with the Night Fighters of World War II, and their accomplishments . 

Objective accounts and biographies have been written of all USAAF's which opera
ted in all theaters of operations during the war-agreeably their deeds and exploits 
merit all the consideration that has been given to them. 

The P-61 Black Widow entered combat service almost simultaneously in both the 
Pacific and European Theaters of Operations during April and May 1944. 

This history will center on the 422nd Night Fighter Squadron, one of twenty-two 
(22)USAAF, Night Fighter Squadrons that pioneered Airborne radar interception 
during WW II, in France, Belgium, Italy, China, the Southwest Pacific and the Marian
nas . 

Under the Command of Lt. Colonel 0. B. Johnson, the 422nd Night Fighter Squa
dron operating in the European Theater of Operations, destroyed 43 enemy aircraft in 
the air, five V-1 flying buzz bombs, numerous locomotives, rolling stock, and ground 
installations to become the most successful Night Fighter Squadron of World War II. 

Defining the valor of these men who flew the P-61 is a difficult task even for one who 
was an eye witness to much of the preparation required for their night missions into and 
over enemy territory. 

It is stressed that this work is based on, and taken from, micro-film records which 
included the monthly historical reports , and the operations and mission reports which 
have been in the possession of former S/Sgt. Charles K. McEwen, Jr., and who has 
willingly accepted the task of writing this history. 

Since this is a military history of WW II, covering a new concept in air warfare, it is 
restricted in content. A story including many individual anecdotes would enliven it 
some, however, most of them are slowly acquired and many exist only in the memory 
of people. 

We could recall, for instance the mission of Lt. Robert Danielson and his R/O Lt. Joe 
Fiala who during a mission overshot a slow flying Stuka and got shot up pretty bad by 
the German gunner. Lt. Fiala had received an armour piercing round in the leg and 
bailed out. When he reached the ground he had an awful time telling the army what a 
Flight Officer was; they didn't know the rank and had never heard of it. Lt. Danielson, 
not knowing that Fiala had bailed out landed in an ammo depot between rows of am
munition with both engines out. The troops guarding the depot thought the P-61 was a 
new German weapon, they wouldn't even let him move till daylight. 

The 422nd Night Fighter Squadron was one of the first allied units to realize that 
Germany's Operation Grief, the Battle of the Bulge, was beginning. Missions were 
increased by the 422nd and a number of German aircraft were destroyed taking the air 
pressure off the 101st Airborne Division cut off at Bastonne. 

Where possible and where records permit, names, places, promotions, decora
tions, awards and events are included for continuity and to bring attention to the mili
tary historian the role of USAAF Night Fighters in World War II. 

Leslie (Les) L. Craig 
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AUGUST 1943 

Pursuant to instructions contained in the War Department letter dated July 14, 1943, 
the 422nd Night Fighter Squadron was activated effective August 1, 1943. The autho
rized strength was for 41 officers and 238 enlisted men. The activation order set Octo
ber 25, 1943 as the deadline to reach 100% or full strength. 

The Squadron came under the jurisdiction of the Air Defense Department of the 
A.A.F. School of Applied Tactics, and was a part of the 481st Night Fighter Operational 
Training Group. The 422nd mission was to be a tactical one, but more particular, its 
mission was to be defensive, intercepting by night, enemy aircraft while controlled 
from the ground. This also involved the use of airborne detection devices and flying 
night "intruder" missions against enemy airdrones, supply lines, and installations. 

After activation, the Squadron set up temporary quarters in the non-commissioned 
officers barracks at Signal Hill (Orlando, Air Force Base), now known as Herndon Air
port, in Orlando, Florida. On August 13, 1943 quarters were obtained at the Base, 
building T-36 being used as the Orderly Room, Buildings T-44 and T-4 7 were used as 
barracks, one half of building T-49 for Tech Supply and half of building T-42 for Squa
dron Supply. 

Corporal]ack G. Regh was appointed acting 1st Sergeant on August 18, 1943 under 
the first Squadron memo to be issued. Squadron Order No. 1 dated August 16th pro
vided for the assignment of Lt. Percy A. Poehler as Adjutant, Lt. Ernest P. Luke as 
Engineering Officer. 

Initial training began in August, with some difficulties, since the pilots and RO's were 
training remotely and would not join the Squadron for three months. Even the E.M., 
other than Administrative and Supply, were put to work with the 348 N .F.S. Drill for the 
E.M. began and Armament arranged for the officers to qualify with pistol and carbine 
commencing September 1. 

By the end of the month the following officers had reported and were assigned to 
duty: Maj. 0. B.Johnson, Commanding; Lt. Percy A. Poehler, Adjutant; Lt. ErnestP. 
Luke, Engineering Officer; Lt. Fred B. Copenhaver, Armament Officer; Lt. Albert W. 
Whittaker, Communications and Cryptographic Officer, Security Officer, and tem
porary Supply Officer; Captain Raymond H. Gehl, Flight Surgeon; Capt. Edward S. 
Page, S-2; and Lt. John L. Bradley, Asst. S-2. Maj. Johnson's experience as C.O. of 
the 348 N.F.S. started the 422nd in good stead as he was in a position to request per
sonnel of proven ability who had received training at one time or another under his 
command. 

By the end of August, the strength of the Squadron was 139 officers and men, a far 
better showing than that called for by the activation order. 
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SEPTEMBER 1943 

In September, officer personnel was increased by the addition of Capt. Jack C. 
Pinkerton, Executive Officer; Lt. Albert K. Harvin, Radio Officer; Lt. George H. Rey
nolds, S-3; Lt. Howard C. Brown, S-4; Lt. James A. Montgomery, Chief Radio Officer; 
and four pilots - Lt. Eugene Lee, Lt. Leonard F. Koehler, Lt. Tadas J. Spelis, and Lt. 
John W. Anderson. 

Organization of the Orderly Room was completed early in the month. T /Sgt. Ronald 
E. Scott was acting 1st Sergeant; Sgt. James C. Doyle, Sergeant Major; Cpl. Francis 
M. McGraw, Payroll Clerk; Cpl. Jack G. Regh, Duty Sergeant; Cpl. Ramon Diaz in 
charge of the officers payroll section. 

Both the Technical Supply and Squadron Supply were in full operation d~ring Sep
tember. Sgt. John C. McCormick was appointed Tech Supply Sergeant and Sgt. William 
H. Gregory, Squadron Supply Sergeant. 

A Day Room was established in building T-46 and building T-37 was added as a bar
racks. 

With Squadron Order No. 6 dated September 4th the following Squadron Council 
was appointed. Major Johnson, President; Capt. Page and Lt. Luke, Recorders and Lt. 
Poehler, Custodian of Squadron Fund. Also during the month armorers, mechanics, 
ordnance, and radio men received specialized training with the 348th N.F.S., Lt. Luke 
spent three weeks at the Wright Aeronautical Company in New Jersey and Lt. Co
penhaver and Lt. Bradley qualified as "experts" with pistols. 

During the first week in September, a P-61 arrived at AAFSAT. It was received with 
much interest as there was a good chance the 422nd would be the first to use this plane. 
In connection with security and the safe-guarding of military information, anyone who 
wasn't stone deaf could have learned all about the P-61 at almost any bar in town during 
that first week. There was at least one person to enter the plane on three occasions 
without being challenged. 

By the end of September, Squadron strength stood at 183 and a strong unit spirit 
began to prevail. 

Not to be forgotten was the first Squadron picnic (speaking loosely) held at Lakeside 
on September 9th. Sgts. Harris and Latham were the culinary artist and all went well 
except the taps did not fit the beer kegs. However, true to form, this in no way hin
dered the 422nd, and the picnic served the purpose of bringing all closer together. The 
picnic was climaxed by the dunking of Maj. Johnson, Capt. Pinkerton, Lts. Reynolds, 
Luke, Copenhaver, in the lake. Lt. Copenhaver established himself as a strong con
tender for Squadron beer drinking champion. 

Another social event was the wedding of Cpl. Charles McEwen and Miss Ruby 
Oates in Birmingham, Alabama on September 21st. 
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LAKESIDE PICNIC 
Sept. 9, 1943 

1st Row L-R Geo. Reynolds, Percy Poehler, 
O.B. Johnson, Jack Pinkerton, Albert Whit
taker. 2nd Row L-R Albert Harvin, Fred Co
penhaver, John Bradley, Edward Page, 
Howard Brown 
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Fred Copenhaver, John Bradley 
and Clarence Latham 

1st Sgt. Ronnie Scott, Ryel Foley, Irving Zeif, 
John Wenborn, David Roberts, Unknown, 
Lopez 



ver, John Bradley 
~nceLatham 

Rye[ Foley, Irving Zeif, 
i Roberts, Unknown, 

Jack Regh (Pouring) O.B. Johnson (Holding 
suds) 

John Bradley, Ernest Luke 
and Fred Copenhaver 
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George Petrusky, O.B. Johnson, Clarence 
Latham 

Bruce Blair, John Samuel 
and ¼irner Anderson 
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OCTOBER 1943 

The month of October brought numerous problems, both organizational and train
ing, but these were discussed and disposed of quickly. A duty roster was posted for 
officers and men according to Squadron Order No. 1Q On the 12th of October the per
sonnel was organized into flights with 'A' Flight under Lt. Whittaker; Lt. Luke 'B' 
Flight; and Lt. Copenhaver 'C' Flight. Directly under their command were M/Sgt. 
Harris, T/Sgt. Heintz and M/Sgt. Latham respectively. 

Between the 18th and 30th all squadron activity, except where absolutely neces
sary, was discontinued in favor of field training. Firing of the pistol and carbine was 
continued during the month with Maj. Johnson, only, qualifying with the pistol. Others 
fared better with the carbine. 107 enlisted men qualified, 81 as marksmen, 25 as sharp
shooters and 1 as expert. Among the officers 12 qualified with the carbine; 7 as marks
men and 5 as sharpshooters. 

By the end of October, Squadron strength stood at 27 officers and 191 enlisted men. 
This was short of the activation schedule, however, all flying personnel had been as
signed, with training being completed at Dunellon. 

Only the weather and statistical officers had not been assigned, the moral of the 
Squadron was riding high, and we were being talked about favorably which made us feel 
even better. 

On the 28th the School of Applied Tactics was reorganized and in accordance with 
AAFTAC General Order dated 29th October, the 422nd was assigned to the 481st 
NFOTG, which in turn was placed under the jurisdiction of the Commanding General, 
AAFTAC, effective November 1, 1943. 

Squadron Order No. 10 dated October 6, 1943 rescinded previous Staff and Duty 
assignments, and established the following assignment. 

Maj. Oris B. Johnson 
Capt. John C. Pinkerton 
1st Lt. Percy A. Poehler 
Capt. Edward S. Page 
1st Lt. John L. Bradley 
1st Lt. George W. Reynolds 
2nd Lt. James A. Montgomery 
2nd Lt. Howard C. Brown 
2nd Lt. Fred B. Copenhaver 

1st Lt. Ernest P. Luke 
2nd Lt. Albert W. Whittaker 
2nd Lt. Albert K. Harvin 
Capt. Kenneth S. Whitmer 
Capt. Raymond H. Gehl 
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Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 
S-1 
S-2 & Historical Officer 
Asst. S-2 
S-3 
Asst. S-3 
S-4 
Armament, Ordinance, Chemical & 

Transportation 

Engineering Officer 
Communications Officer 
Radio Officer 
Medical Officer 
Medical Officer 

'( 

r 
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2nd Lt. Paul A. Smi 
M/Sgt. L. A. Harris 
T/Sgt. E. L. Thoma 
S/Sgt. J. T. Moe 
Sgt. L.A. Marshall 
Sgt. C. N. Coons 
Cpl. R. Beebe 
Cpl. Dunlevy 
Pfc. V. J. Rodak 
Pfc. W. E. Cathcartj 
Pfc. C. W. Richison1 
Pfc. E.W. Hankins 
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NOVEMBER 1943 

The first two days in November were spent drawing up orders and making the nec
essary preparations for moving to Kissimmee, Florida in accordance with AAFT AC 
special order No. 5, dated November 2, 1943. Maj. Johnson, Capt. Pinkerton, Capt. 
Page and Lt. Poehler made a survey of the new area formerly occupied by the 419th 
N.F.S., and an advance party under Lt. Poehler went down on the 2nd to get our field 
stoves set up and prepare our area. Those in the advance detail were: 

1st Lt. Percy: A. Poehler-in charge 
\ 

2nd Lt. James F. Postlewaite III 
2nd Lt. Paul A. Smith 
M/Sgt. L. A. Harris 
T/Sgt. E. L. Thomas 
S/Sgt. J. T. Moe 
Sgt. L. A. Marshall 
Sgt. C. N. Coons 
Cpl. R. Beebe 
Cpl. Dunlevy 
Pfc. V. J. Rodak 
Pfc. W. E. Cathcart 
Pfc. C. W. Richison 
Pfc. E.W. Hankins 
Pfc. Joseph Kellerher 
Pfc. Raymond Hill 
Pvt. Homer Hall 
Pvt. William Hall 
Pvt. Richard Snyder 
Pvt. Jerry Morgan 
Pvt. Edgar McLain 

M/Sgt. C. C. Latham 
S/Sgt. J. T. Miller 
S/Sgt. G. A. Petrusky 
Sgt. Leroy Hess 
Cpl. Ed Hofkamp 
Cpl. George Tunis 
Pfc. W. E. Hale 
Pfc. A. Rivera 
Pfc. Richard Carr 
Pfc. W. Deffebrio 
Pfc. Martin Marinoff 
Pvt. Harvey Ivey 
Pfc. Bernard Kushman 
Pvt. Antonio Sbordoni 
Pvt. Ellsworth Craigo 
Pvt. Ed Mante 
Pvt. John Obrzut 

The area to be occupied by the 422nd was on the north side of Kissimmee A.B., 
formally occupied by the 421st N.F.S. By 1500 on November 3rd, the last truck left 
Orlando A.B. and arrived in Kissimmee well before dark, and by the end of the week 
the Squadron was operational. 

Two P70's (No. 751 & No. 753) and two P70A's (No. 543 & No. 137) were assigned 
to the Squadron. These planes, though they were gladly received, were in rough shape 
and constituted a major headache for the Engineering, Radio and Communications Sec
tions. 

The first flight by the 422nd was a gunnary mission over the Lake George range. It 
was made by Lt. Spelis on the 8th. During the month more than 332 hours were flown 
by pilots and R/O's with as many non-flying personnel taking part as could be arranged. 

On the 20th the first YP-61 arrived and we were promised others as soon as the 
P70's were turned over to the 349th and 420th, around the 1st of December. Then by 
the first of the month all pilots had been checked out in the YP-61 and the ground crews 
had received very valuable training in maintenance. 
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Overseas shipment warning orders from Headquarters, AAF, Washington, D.C. , 
dated 17th November, 1943, were also received on the 20th, in the light of which Maj. 
Johnson recommended that all wives be shipped home by January 10th. The warning 
orders established our readiness date as 1st February, 1944, and provided that only 
minimum organizational equipment and certain other equipment would be taken with 
us. Engineering, Tech Supply, Operations and Administrative records were inspected 
for readiness and received a good report. 

All flying personnel continued training in the P70's and YP-61 and the R/O's were 
becoming proficient with the new SCR-720 radar unit. 

On the social and recreational side, the enlisted men sparked by Sergeants Hess and 
Heintz shellacked the officers 41-0 and 19-0 in touch football. Then, as if to prove their 
talent was not a flash in the pan, took the E .M.'s of the 349th four games in a row. 

On the 19th, Lt. Luke married Miss Joy Turner, the daughter of Leslie Turner, crea
tor of the comic strip " Captain Easy" . The ceremony was at Rollins College Chapel 
followed by a reception at the brides home. 

Thanksgiving was celebrated with turkey and all the trimmings. Many of the officers 
and men brought their wives. This event, along with our second barbecue and beer 
bust, which was held on the 26th at the base pool, tended to bring everyone in the 
Squadron closer together. Truly , the 422nd was being molded into a real good unit. 

Squadron order No . 15, dated 15th November 1943 authorized the following men to 
taxi and preflight the airplanes. Authorized to taxi were: 

T/Sgt. William C. Heintz 
S/Sgt. F. 0. Johnson 
Sgt. Richard Beebe 
Sgt. Curney Hickey 

Authorized to pre-flight were: 

T /Sgt. William Heintz 
S/Sgt. F. 0. Johnson 
T/Sgt. Pershing Nichols 
S/Sgt. Thomas Martin 
Sgt. Richard Beebe 
Sgt. Curney Hickey 

Sgt. Joe Sherwood 
Sgt. Morrison Siebert 
Sgt. Edward Jevyak 
Sgt. Ellsworth Craigo 
Cpl. Charles Troxell 

Due to increased Squadron duties and responsibilities, Squadron order No. 14 & 17 
were issued on the 8th and 22nd of November. All previous assignments were re
scinded and the following staff and duty assignments were made: 

Major 0. B. Johnson 
Capt. Jack Pinkerton 

2nd Lt. Percy Poehler 

Prin. Duty 
Prin. Duty 
Add. Duty 

Prin. Duty 
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Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 
Administrative Inspector 

S-1 

Capt. Edward P, 

1st Lt. John Brae 

1st Lt. George F 

2nd Lt. James M 
2nd Lt. R. A. Ar, 
2nd Lt. Churchil 
2nd Lt. Howard 
Capt. Kenneth 
1st Lt. Ernest 

1st Lt. Albert H 
I 

2nd Lt. Fred Co1 

2nd Lt. Albert 

Sgt. Ruel Foley 
1st Lt. John Gau 

1st Lt. Tadas SA 

F/O Walter Sarni 

2nd Lt. Robert l 

F/O Leonard M: 

2nd Lt. Herman 

F/O J. J. Londen 

2nd Lt. Lewis G 

F/O Creel Morr 



;hington, D.C., Capt. Edward Page Prin. Duty S-2 
tt of which Maj. Add. Duty Historical Officer 
h. The warning Censorship Officer 
vided that only 1st Lt. John Bradley Prin. Duty S-2 
:I be taken with Add. Duty Material Officer 
were inspected Asst. Censorship Officer 

he R/O's were 1st Lt. George Reyno1ds Prin. Duty S-3 
Add. Duty Weight of Balance Officer 

eants Hess and Tactical Inspector 

f to prove their 2nd Lt. James Montgomery Prin. Duty Asst. S-3 

es ma row. 2nd Lt. R. A. Anderson Prin. Duty Asst.S-3 

e Turner, crea- I 2nd Lt. Churchill Wilcox Prin. Duty Weather Officer 

College Chapel ' 2nd Lt. Howard Brown Prin. Duty S-4 
I 

Capt. Kenneth Whitmer Prin. Duty Medical Officer 

y of the officers 1st Lt. Ernest Luke Prin. Duty Engineering Officer 

>ecue and beer Add. Duty Technical Inspector 

veryone in the 1st Lt. Albert Harvin Prin. Duty Radio 'S' Officer 
al good unit. 2nd Lt. Fred Copenhaver Prin. Duty Armament Officer 

>llowing men to Add. Duty Chemical War-
fare Officer 

2nd Lt. Albert Whittaker Prin. Duty Communications Officer 
Add. Duty Communications 

Inspector 

Sgt. Ruel Foley Prin. Duty Asst. Technical Inspector 
1st Lt. John Gauquie Prin. Duty Asst. Ordinance Officer 

Add. Duty Transportation Officer 

1st Lt. Tadas Spelis Prin. Duty Commander 'A' Flight 
Add. Duty Billeting Officer 

F/O Walter Samus Prin. Duty Radio Observer 
Add. Duty Asst. Radio 'S' Officer 

2nd Lt. Robert Elmore Prin. Duty Asst. Flight Com. 'A' Flight 
Add. Duty War Bond Officer 

F/O Leonard Mapes Prin. Duty Radio Observer 
ler No. 14 & 17 Add. Duty Asst. War Bond Officer 
1ents were re- 2nd Lt. Herman Ernst Prin. Duty Pilot 

Add. Duty Asst. Communications Officer 

F/O J. J. Londeree Prin. Duty Radio Observer 
Add. Duty Asst. Communications Officer 

2nd Lt. Lewis Gordon Prin. Duty Pilot 

or Add. Duty Asst. Engineering Officer 

F/OCreelMorrison Prin. Duty Radio Observer 
Add. Duty Asst. Engineering Officer 
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1st. Lt. Eugene Lee Prin. Duty Commander 'B' Flight 'A' Flight I 
Add. Duty Asst. Supply Officer 1st Lt. T. J. Sp 

Oxygen Officer F/0 W. J. Sam 

F/0 John Morris Prin. Duty Radio Observer 
I 

2nd Lt. R. 0. 

Add. Duty Asst. Supply Officer F/0 W. J. Map 

2nd Lt. Donald Doyle Prin. Duty Asst. Flight Commander 
2nd Lt. H. E. 

Add. Duty Asst. Ordinance Officer 
F/0 J. J. Lond 
2nd Lt. L.A. 

F/0 Norris Williams Prin. Duty Radio Observer F/0 Chet Morn 
Add. Duty Asst. Transportation Officer 

'B' Flight 
F/0 Chester Hawley Prin. Duty Radio Observer 1st Lt. Eugene 

Add. Duty Asst. Radio 'S' Officer 2nd Lt. D. J. D 
2nd Lt. Leonard Koehler Prin. Duty Commander 'C' Flight F/0 N. N. Willi; 

Add. Duty Mess Officer 

F /0 Louis Bost Prin. Duty Radio Observer November c1 

Add. Duty Asst. Radio 'S' Officer fective 1 Noven 

2nd Lt. John W. Anderson Prin. Duty Asst. Flight Commander To be 1st Serg 
Add. Duty Tech. Supply Officer T /Sgt. Donald E 

F /0 James Mogan Prin. Duty Radio Observer Tobe Tech. S 
Add. Duty Asst. Tech. Supply Officer t S/Sgt. Joseph PJ 

2nd Lt. Paul Smith Prin. Duty Pilot S/St. Robert R. 
Add. Duty Asst. Armament Officer S/Sgt. John T. 

F/0 Robert Tierney Prin. Duty Radio Observer S/Sgt. Albert 

Add. Duty Asst. Armament Officer To be Staff Se. 

2nd Lt. Donald Allee Prin. Duty Pilot 
Sgt. Robert F. 

Add. Duty A & R Officer 
Sgt. James C. 
Sgt. William Grt 

F/0 Alfred Domer Prin. Duty Radio Officer I 
Sgt. Joseph W. 

Add. Duty Asst. Mess Officer Sgt. Ira F. Myel 
2nd Lt. Theodore Jones Prin. Duty Pilot 

Add. Duty Link Trainer Officer 
I Also in Nove I 

F/0 William Adams, Jr. Prin. Duty Radio Observer 1st Sgt. Ronald 
Add. Duty Synthetic Training Officer M/Sgt. Lee Haii 

2nd Lt. James Postlewaite Prin. Duty Pilot M/Sgt. Clarenc 

Add. Duty Parachute Officer T /Sgt. Pershing 

1st Lt. Harry Faunce Prin. Duty Statistical Officer 
T /Sgt. Harold P1 

I 

S/Sgt. Nelson B 

In addition to the foregoing assignments, the following flight assignments were 
S/Sgt. Walter 

made in accordance to Operation Memo No. 1. S/Sgt. Francis J, 

Commanding Officer 
Senior Radio Observer 
2nd Lt. J. A. Montgomery 

Major O. B. Johnson 
Asst. Operations Officer December fa 

Operations Officer 2nd Lt. R. A. Anderson letdown cause~ 
1st Lt. George W. Reynolds F/0 J. U. Morris seas. This, des1 
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'A' Flight 
1st Lt. T. J. Spelis, Flight Commander 
F/0 W. J. Samus 

2nd Lt. J. T. Postlewaite 
F/0 Chet Hawley 
2nd Lt. T. I. Jones 

2nd Lt. R. 0. Elmore 
F/0 W. J. Mapes 
2nd Lt. H. E. Ernst 
F /0 J. J. Londeree 
2nd Lt. L. A. Gordon 
F/0 Chet Morrison 

'B' Flight 

F/0 William Adams 

'C' Flight 
2nd Lt. L. F. Koehler, Flight Commander 
F/0 L. L. Bost 
2nd Lt. J. W. Anderson 
F/0J. W. Mogan 

1st Lt. Eugene Lee, Flight Commander 
2nd Lt. D. J. Doyle 

2nd Lt. P. A. Smith 
F/0 R. E. Tierney 
2nd Lt. D. W. Allee 

F/0 N. N. Williams F /0 A. F. Domer 

November continued to be a month of happenings with the following promotions ef
fective 1 November 1943. 

To be 1st Sergeant 
T/Sgt. Donald E. Scott 

To be Tech. Sergeant 
S/Sgt. Joseph A. Gregory 
S/St. Robert R. Micuccio 
S/Sgt. John T. Moe 
S/Sgt. Albert Weiderspiel 
To be Staff Sergeant 
Sgt. Robert F. Davis 
Sgt. James C. Doyle 
Sgt. William Gregory 
Sgt. Joseph W. Ladd 
Sgt. Ira F. Myers 

To be Sergeant 
Cpl. Terence J. Doneghan 
Cpl. Jerry Atmore 
Cpl. Richard Beebe 
Cpl. Ellsworth E. Craigo 
Cpl. Ruel W. Foley 

Cpl. Gerard F. King 
Cpl. Curney Hickey 
Cpl. Morrison M. Siebert 
Cpl. Joseph E. Sherwood 
Cpl. John W. Sirkot 
Cpl. Patrick Douglass 

To be Corporal 
Pfc. Azel C. Young 
Pfc. Donald Bentz 
Pfc. Frank E. Wyman, Jr. 
Pfc. Ben F. Waterfield 
Pfc. Saul Weinbaum 
Pfc. Karl E. Holmquist 
Pfc. William C. Hahn 
Pfc. Merle C. Kipp 
Pfc. William C. Hale 
Pfc. Louis A. Pate 
Pfc. Cecil W. Richison 
Pfc. Elliott C. Wenz 

Also in November the following men were awarded the good conduct medal. 

1st Sgt. Ronald Scott S/Sgt. John Miller Cpl. Wilmer Eemisce 
M/Sgt. Lee Harris S/Sgt. Ira Frank Myers Cpl. Thomas Maragoes 
M/Sgt. Clarence Latham Sgt. Jerry Atmore Cpl. Francis McGraw 
T/Sgt. Pershing Nichols Sgt. Charles Coons Cpl. James Robison 
T/Sgt. Harold Pederson Sgt. Ellsworth Craigo Cpl. Dale Samuel 
S/Sgt. Nelson Bromstein Sgt. Tony Logan Cpl. Henry Wurzer 
S/Sgt. Walter Clubine Sgt. Jack Regh 
S/Sgt. Francis Johnson Cpl. John Dunlevy 

DECEMBER 1943 

December for the 422nd was noteworthy for inspections, accidents, and a general 
letdown caused by the realization that we were marking time for our movement over
seas. This, despite all the training we had undergone and all the administrative details 
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that were completed. The Squadron continued to follow much the same overall sched
ule as in November. 

Aside from the usual intra-squadron inspections, we went through four major ones 
from outside sources. An administrative POM inspection was made on 9th December. 
This report gave us, with the exception of a few minor deficiences, a rating of excel
lent. Next came an inspection by the AAFTAC classification Audit Team. Their report 
stated that all personnel were well qualified to perform their duties. 

The month brought to the Squadron great sadness and even grief, with the loss of 
life of three of our members. On a flight near the Banana River area, one of our A20's 
and one from the 349th collided in mid-air. Lt. Herman Ernst was able to parachute to 
safety, but not so F. 0. James Londeree and Cpl. Lawrence Borgia. That same night 
Cpl. Frank Mortimer lost his life in a truck accident. His death was sad in that he had 
survived the Sicilian Invasion. 

On the 27th our blood pressure went up considerably as the result of advice from the 
Air Service Command at Patterson Field, Ohio to the effect that certain equipment for 
overseas use was being shipped to us, while other equipment was being shipped to 
arrive in New York at the same time. It definitely served to remind us that our deadline 
of February 1st was not far off. Arms and side arms began to arrive as the personnel 
continued to qualify with the particular weapon to be issued them. 

It was regretably necessary to report three instances of malicious damage to planes 
and equipment. Two were on Al equipment in the P61 'sand one was to the pitot tube. 
A complete investigation was held by S-2 with no definite charges filed. In retrospect, it 
seems a guard on duty around the P-61 was almost caught smoking by the O.D. Not 
knowing the importance of the pi tot tube he stuffed the cigarette into the opening. Next 
morning on the initial flight the instruments did not show air speed, and Major Johnson, 
upon bringing the plane in, discovered the cigarette butt in the pitot tube. 

On the social side of events, wedding bells rang for F /0 Al Domer who married Miss 
Nancy Michelson of Orlando and for Sgt. Gregory who married Miss Francis Oliver. 

Then, on the 18th, following an inspection, the official Squadron picture was taken. 
By the end of December our Squadron strength stood at 40 officers and 242 enlisted 
men. Except for the loss of F/O Londeree, we were at full strength. 

The following promotions were made in December: 

To be Technical Sergeant To be Sergeant 
S/Sgt. Robert Davis Cpl. Wright Cathcart 
S/Sgt. George Tarrassoff Cpl. Adelbert Eldredge 
To be Staff Sergeant Cpl. Bill Guess 
Sgt. Jerry Atmore Cpl. William Hall 
Sgt. Richard Beebe Cpl. Albert Hill 
Sgt. Charles Coons Cpl. Roy Irwin 
Sgt. Gerard King Cpl. Thomas Keever 
Sgt. Joseph McCamant Cpl. Vincent Loveland 
Sgt. James Shepler Cpl. Vernon Marietta 
Sgt. Joseph Sherwood Cpl. Lyle Martin 
Sgt. John Sirkot Cpl. William Metcalfe 
Sgt. Charies Troxell Cpl. Frank Rector 
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Cpl. Cecil Richeson 
Cpl. Ben Waterfield 
Cpl. John Wilson 
Cpl. Ted Wroblewski 
Cpl. Azel Young 

To be Corporal 
Pfc. James Bilenki 
Pfc. Arthur Bittner 
Pfc. Rodger Borgeson 
Pfc. Abraham Chinitz 
Pfc. Edward Fitzgerald 
Pfc. Homer Hall 

Pfc. Austin Le 
Pfc. Audez Ri~ 
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Pfc. Austin Lentz 
Pfc. Audez Rivera 

Pfc. Sam Ruotolo 
Pfc. Gerald Smith 

Pfc. Paul Wheeler 
Pfc. Alfred Wurdeman 

JANUARY 1944 

January 1944 started off with a rush and much promise for early action in our move
ment overseas, but finished anti-climatical with the Squadron still waiting for orders to 
move to point of embarkation. 

On the 4th we were ordered back to Signal Hall (Orlando Air Base) in accordance 
withAAFTAC special order No. 6 dated January 6th, 1944. The first sections moved on 
the 6th, with Headquarters, Intelligence, Mail and Orderly Rooms set up in Building 
526, formerly occupied by the 50th Fighter Group. Tech and Squadron Slfpply occu
pied Building 651; Communication, Operations and Radio I occupied Building 656; and 
Buildings 552, 511 and 512 were used as barracks. The Squadron mess was set up in 
Building 51Q 

Our overseas movement orders were received on the 7th. Among other things they 
narrowed port of embarkation to either Boston or New York, showed that we were a 
part of-a sizeable and varied force, assigned us a shipment number 8884-CC and set 
forth other specific matters. That night there was a party-and what a party-in the 
BOQ. We also received at this time our APO No. 9536 c/o Postmaster, New York City. 

The second week saw Lt. Bradley, Assistant S-2, transferred to the 425th N.F.S. 
and Lt. Guba, who was attached to the Air Room of AAFTAC, took his place. 

The third week opened with the final inspection by P. 0. M., turning in equipment we 
were not to take with us and climaxed with another squadron Party at Bear Lake on 
Friday. The weekend was spent celebrating what we thought was our last weekend in 
Orlando. Results of the final P.O.M. inspection were received and by the 25th all ex
ceptions had been corrected. Other remaining days in January were used to review 
overseas lectures, and review of the Articles of War, both given by Captains Pinkerton 
and Page, while Lt. Guba instructed in German aircraft recognition. 

On the social and recreational side, a basketball team was formed from among the 
officers (R. A. Anderson, J. W. Anderson, Allee, Adams, Doyle, Ernst, Guba, John
son, Lee, Tierney, Williams and others) which immediately established unquestioned 
supremacy over the enlisted men. The third Squadron Party was a real' 'hummer", the 
accelerated tempo being attributable no less by the thought that it would be our last 
party this side of the water than by the presence of 30 WACS who accepted our rather 
blanket invitation to the Corps. There was punch (Ha!), beer, horseback riding, danc
ing and other features which made it a rather noteworthy occasion. Rumor hath it, 
however, that the winged wolves quickly cut the likely looking heifers out of the herd
much to the chagrin of certain of the ground gremlins. 

A preliminary S.O.P.-Squadron Movement was issued as follows: 

1. Major Johnson-Commander of Troops 5. Capt. Page-Security Officer 
2. Capt. Pinkerton-Trip Train Commander 6. Lt. Koehler-Mess Officer 
3. Lt. Gauquie-Train Transportation Officer 7. Lt. Luke-Train Provost Marshall 
4. Capt. Whitmer-Train Surgeon 
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The Squadron was divided into Flights 'A', 'B' and 'C' with Flight Commanders in 
charge of officers and enlisted men in their respective flight. Guards were appointed for 
each car in three hour shifts. 

On January 21 the following assignments were made to plane crews and to engi
neering by Lt. Luke, Engineering officer. 

•~ Flight 
Capt. Tadas Spelis 
T/Sgt. F. 0. Johnson, Crew Chief 
Pvt. John Samuel, Asst. 
Cpl. Edward Mante 
Lt. Robert Elmore 
T/Sgt. Pershing Nichols, Crew Chief 
Cpl. George Kaytra, Asst. 
Cpl. Bennie Burdette 
Lt. Herman Ernst 
T/Sgt. John Moe, Crew Chief 
Sgt. William Thomas, Asst. 
Cpl. Don Johnson 
Lt. Al Gordon 
T/Sgt. Robert Miccucio, Crew Chief 
Cpl. Cyril Gilliam, Asst. 
Cpl. Norman Olshansky 

'B' Flight 
Lt. Eugene Lee 
S/Sgt. Edward Jevyak, Crew Chief 
Pfc. Verner Anderson, Asst. 
Cpl. Chester Szymanski 
Lt. Theodore Jones 
S/Sgt. Ellsworth Craigo, Crew Chief 
Pvt. Arthur Webley, Asst. 
Pvt. Bruce Blair 
Lt. Donald Doyle 
S/Sgt. Joseph McCamant, Crew Chief 
Sgt. Bennett Crowley, Asst. 
Cpl. Stanley Clark 
Lt. James Postlewaite 
S/Sgt. Curney Hickey, Crew Chief 
Cpl. Edgar McLain, Asst. 
Pfc. Kenneth Marshall 

'C' Flight 
Lt. Leonard Koehler 
S/Sgt. Charles Troxell, Crew Chief 
Cpl. Jerry Morgan, Asst. 
Cpl. George Tunis 
Lt. Paul Smith 
S/Sgt. Richard Beebe, Crew Chief 
Sgt. Robert Schumaker, Asst. 
Cpl. Carl Wick 
Lt. John Anderson 
Pfc. Thomas Martin, Crew Chief 
Cpl. Willis Felland, Asst. 
Cpl. Joseph Brancato 
Lt. Donald Allee 
S/Sgt. Joseph Sherwood, Crew Chief 
Cpl. Theodore Murray, Asst. 
Cpl. Francis Meyers 

Engineering 
M/Sgt. Lee Harris 
Sgt. Charles McEwen 
Sgt. Fred Parrott 
Cpl. Clifford Steffan 
Cpl. Donald Hahn 
Pfc. Woodrow Deffebrio 

These crew assignments changed considerably after arrival in England, and espe
cially when we received A-20's as part of the "422 Bomb Squadron:' 

Promotions for January were as follows: 
F /0 Louis Bost promoted to 2nd Lieutenant. 
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FEBRUARY 1944 

The first 9 days of February were spent mostly marking time, but some effort was 
put toward aircraft recognition for German, English, Japanese as well as U.S. planes 
such as the DO217, Me 110, JU52, JU88, HeIII, Me 210, Je 177, Wellington, Beaufighter, 
Mosquito, Halifax, Lancaster, Dinah, Betty, Lily, Nick, B25, B26, B35, A20, B17, P38, 
P47. 

On the 10th of February, 1944, by authority of SO No. 39, paragraph 20, HQ AAFTAC 
dated 8 February 1944, we were ordered to Camp Shanks, N.Y. so as to arrive not later 
than 1600 on 14 February, 1944. The temporary orders, regarding movement authority, 
with Major Pinkerton as train commander were put into effect and by order of Major 
Johnson, all personnel were restricted to Signal Hill from 1700 on 11 February until we 
left, with no outside communication with anyone allowed. 

The 11th and 12th were spent in disposing of all personal odds and ends, final packing 
and loading the organizational equipment, packing of foot lockers, bedding rolls, and 
loading them on the train where they remained under guard. Our men ate their last 
meals at the consolidated mess at AAFTAC. 

The 13th was moving day and everyone was so happy to get operational that 0530 
reveille found most everyone up and going, a miracle in respect to the flying personnel. 
A formation was called at 0830 in full field equipment, from which we went to the train in 
buses. Our portion of the entire train, shared with the 1961st Engineering Depot Co., 
consisted of 4 pullmans for the men and 2 for the officers, a mess car, a baggage car, and 
a box car. We took off from Orlando at 1110, 13th February, 1944. Despite the fact that 
stops were made only at Jacksonville, and Richmond, we were almost 7 hours behind 
schedule at Alexandria, where we were routed across the river and through Bolling 
Field to the B & 0 tracks, in order to avoid the 5 p.m. congestion in Washington. About 
an hour out of Camp Shanks, word was received that it was snowing, so all personnel 
were ordered to don overcoats and raincoats for detraining. We finally arrived at Camp 
Shanks at 2230 in a driving rain, high wind with much slush underfoot. We got to bed 
about 0230. 

By the 17th we had completed our processing and the rush was on for 12 hour passes 
in the the "Big Apple." The only reported casualty during these days was F/O James 
Mogan who claims to have fallen down some stairs at the subway. Those "fly boys" 
certainly had some weird stories. Although there was plenty of entertainment at Camp 
Shanks and in the city of New York, impatience began to creep in again. Censoring of 
mail with its attendant irks and bitching commenced on the 15th and on the 23rd Major 
Johnson received a well deserved promotion to Lt. Colonel. Also on the 23rd, we were 
alerted for embarkation, and on the 25th orders were received requiring an advance 
loading party which consisted of Capt. Reynolds, Lts. R. A. Anderson, Postlewaite, 
and Jones, and on the same date we received our sailing orders dated 25 February 1944. 
The purchase of high priority items such as lipstick, silk stockings, candy and gum were 
the order of the day, but owing to our having been so suddenly alerted, plus the shock
ing state of our finances, the Squadron as a whole went off to war with a most meager 
supply of liquid refreshments. Fortunately, we had that copper pipe. 

At 0045, on 26 February 1944 we fell in, almost literally, in the midst of the proverbial 
wind and rain for our trip to the boat. It was not entirely weather or absence of the 
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canteen cheer that sobered us to the realization that "this was it", and our movements, 
our physical discomforts, took on a new meaning. Our uniform was full field pack and 
gear and we marched off to the train at exactly 0155 arriving at Weehawken at 0230. 
Thence, by ferry to Pier 54 North River and ship NY160, (HMS Mauretania) looming 
large and formidable by comparison. On the dock there was coffee and doughnuts, 
thanks to the Red Cross, and that combination of piercing dampness and seeming con
fusion usually found on sailing nights , was suddenly present. 

Loading aboard ship was completed 0415, a marvelous tribute to the organization and 
efficiency of the POE staff. Then came the problem of bringing order out of the chaos 
that was below deck, bedding the men down, reporting to the proper authorities, fur
nishing work details for the morning and other duties of similar nature. 

The men were split into 3 groups, 84 being quartered in D3, 119 in the Mess Hall No. 
1 and 35 in D3A. It was particularly rough on those in Mess Hall No. 1 as they were 
thrown out at 0600 to clear way for chow, and no place to make up sack time until 2200 in 
the evening. In the confusion, crowding and fatigue, many of the men misplaced their 
packs and other valuables. The Mauretania cast off at 0830 on 27 February 1944. The 
harbor was jammed with every conceivable kind of craft and we went through the nar
rows behind a convoy of some 18 ships escorted by blimps, destroyers and destroyer 
escorts. 

An RAF Group Captain , O'Sullivan, was in overall command of the ship, which was 
jammed with some 7500 troops plus a crew of 900. On passing the Statue of Liberty, 
Sgt. Charles McEwen became sea sick and remained that way until we reached Liver
pool, England, but he was just one of many. 

The first day at sea was spent in organizing our method of living to conform to the 
ships SOP, as set forth in a meeting of all unit CO's and their staffs shortly after the ship 
sailed. There were two meals a day, morning and evening, for all personnel , an enforced 
period on decks from 0930 to 1115, during which time quarters were policed and in
spected, drills for action stations in the event of attack by enemy aircraft or surface 
raiders and "abandon ship" as well as those in the event of fire. To maintain liaison be
tween various sections and the CO, the four captains in the Squadron were named sen
ior duty officers and served a 6 hour tour out of each 24. 

After the novelty of sailing wore off and the weather became progressively worse, it 
began to look as if a large percentage of the Squadron would never make it. Practically 
everyone remarked on the excellence of the chow, but there were few takers. Men and 
officers felt sorry for themselves until they looked at others. The month of February 
ended with us two days out, bound for England , alone on a roughening North Atlantic in 
the middle of winter. 

The following roster of the Officers and Enlisted personnel of the 422nd Night 
Fighter Squadron was certified to be correct on 8th February 1944: 

Major Oris B. Johnson, 
Squadron Commander 

Major Jack C. Pinkerton, Ex. Officer 
Capt. Edward S. Page, S-2 
Capt. George W. Reynolds, S-3 
Capt. Percy A. Poehler, S-1 
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Capt. Kenneth S. Whitmer, 
Medical Officer 

1st Lt. Howard C. Brown, S-4 
1st Lt. Raymond A. Anderson, Asst. S-3 
1st Lt. James A. Montgomery, Asst. S-3 
1st Lt. Fred B. Copenhaver, 

Armament Officer 

1st Lt. Harry B 
1st Lt. John]. ~ 
1st Lt. Donald 
1st Lt. Robert 
1st Lt. Albert 

Radar Office 
1st Lt. Ernest 

Engineering 
1st Lt. John W. 
1st Lt. Albert 

Comm. Offic 
2nd Lt. Phillip 
2nd Lt. Donald

1 

2nd Lt. Herma1 
2nd Lt. Lewis 
2nd Lt. Theodo 
2nd Lt. James 

Ronald E. Scot 
Lee A. Harris. I 
Edwin L. Tho 
Francis 0 . Joh 
Robert R. Mica 
John T. Moe, 
Pershing L. Ni 
George E. Tara 
Jerry Atmore, S 

~:~i1: f .· ~i~! 
William H. Gre1 
Leroy J. Hess, ' 
John L. Palko, S 
James H. ShepJ 
Cecil C. Bailey, 
Howard A. Bail 
Paul W. Benso 
Kenneth W. Bo 
Eugene Budzic 
Patrick H. Douf 
John E. Dwyer,1 
Albert W. Hill, ~ 
Frank W. Hips 
Edward B. Myr 
Haden R. Rigge 
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1st Lt. Harry B. Faunce, Stat. Officer 
1st Lt. John]. Gauquie, Ordinance Officer 
1st Lt. Donald J. Doyle, Pilot 
1st Lt. Robert 0. Elmore, Pilot 
1st Lt. Albert K. Harvin, 

Radar Officer NF 
1st Lt. Ernest P. Luke, 

Engineering Officer 
1st Lt. John W. Anderson, Pilot 
1st Lt. Albert W. Whittaker, 

Comm. Officer 
2nd Lt. Phillip M. Guba, Asst. S-2 
2nd Lt. Donald W. Allee, Pilot 
2nd Lt. Herman E. Ernst, Pilot 
2nd Lt. Lewis A. Gordon, Pilot 
2nd Lt. Theodore I. Jones, Pilot 
2nd Lt. James F. Postlewaite III, Pilot 

2nd Lt. Paul A. Smith, Pilot 
2nd Lt. Churchill K. Wilcox, 

Weather Officer 
2nd Lt. Louis L. Bost, 

Radar Observer 
F/O William G.-Adams, Jr.,R/O 
F/O Alfred F. Dorner, RIO 
FIO Chester C. Hawley,RIO 
FIO Edward H. Kopsel, RIO 
FIO Leonard F. Mapes, RIO 
FIO James W. Mogan, RIO 
FIO John U. Morris, RIO 
FIO Creel H. Morrison, RIO 
FIO Walter J. Samus, RIO 
FIO Robert E. Tierney, RIO 
FIO Norman N. Williams, RIO 

'Pl, Flight 
Tadas]. Spelis, Captain, Flight Commander 

Ronald E. Scott, 1st Sgt. Vernon L. Marietta, Sgt. 
Lee A. Harris, MISgt. Richard]. Snyder, Sgt. 
Edwin L. Thomas, MISgt. Willaim]. Thomas, Sgt. 
Francis 0. Johnson, TISgt. John H. Wilson, Sgt. 
Robert R. Miccucio, TISgt. Roger L. Borgeson, Cpl. 
John T. Moe, TISgt. Bennie]. Burdette, Cpl. 
Pershing L. Nichols, TISgt. Richard C. Carr, Cpl. 
George E. Tarassoff, TISgt. Paul R. Doermann, Cpl. 
Jerry Atmore, SISgt. Cyril K. Gillan, Cpl. 
Robert C. Balling, SISgt. Roger L. Goodale, Cpl. 
Harold A. Coleman, SISgt. Donald R. Hahn, Cpl. 
William H. Gregory, SISgt. Lawrence L. Fleming, Cpl. 
Leroy J. Hess, SISgt Charles R. Hall, Cpl. 
John L. Palko, SISgt. Karl E. Holmquist, Cpl. 
James H. Shepler, SISgt. Don C. Johnson, Cpl. 
Cecil C. Bailey, Sgt. George P. Kaytra, Cpl. 
Howard A. Bailey, Sgt. Merle G. Kipp, Cpl. 
Paul W. Benson, Sgt. Edward L. Mante, Cpl. 
Kenneth W. Borove, Sgt. Lloyd A. Marshall, Cpl. 
Eugene Budzichowski, Sgt. Norman Olshansky,Cpl. · 
Patrick H. Douglas, Sgt. Auduz Rivera, Cpl. 
John E. Dwyer, Sgt. Vincent]. Rodak, Cpl. 
Albert W. Hill, Sgt. Dale E. Samsel, Cpl. 
Frank W. Hipsher, Sgt. Herbert Shapiro, Cpl. 
Edward B. Myros, Sgt. Marshall V. Sigler, Cpl. 
Haden R. Riggens, Sgt. Loren C. Skoug, Cpl. 
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John W. White, Cpl. 
Clinton A. Wright, Cpl. 
Bert K. Adams,Pfc. 
Isadore M. Berger,Pfc. 
Howard F. Cosden, Pfc. 
Gordon R. Ehnert, Pfc. 
Robert Elewski, Pfc. 
Harvey W. Ivey, Pfc. 
Albert B. Johnson, Pfc. 
Joseph W. Kelleher, Pfc. 
John H. McCoy, Pfc. 
Paul Panza, Pfc. 

Joseph W. Piazza, Pfc. 
John W. Richard, Pfc. 
Solomon Zelnick, Pfc. 
Andrew]. Bolin, Pvt. 
Andrew]. Bronicki, Pvt. 
Harold A. Hass, Pvt. 
Bernard S. Kushman, Pvt. 
John W. Parker, Pvt. 
John S. Samuel, Pvt. 
Clayton R. Zambs, Pvt. 
Richard L. Williams, Jr. , Pvt. 

'B' Flight 
Eugene Lee, 1st Lt., Flight Commander 

Harold P. Pederson, M/Sgt. 
Paul]. Downey, T /Sgt. 
Joseph A. Gregory, T/Sgt. 
Allen H. Lawrence, T/Sgt. 
Leonard E. Burton, S/Sgt. 
Charles H. Coons, S/Sgt. 
Ellsworth E. Craigo,S/OrSgt. 
Ruel W. Foley, S/Sgt. 
Curney L. Hickey, S/Sgt. 
Edward]. Jevyak, S/Sgt. 
George A. Petrusky, S/Sgt. 
John W. Sirkot, S/Sgt. 
Joseph A. McCamant, S/Sgt. 
Wright E. Cathcart, Sgt. 
Vincenzo Ciofalo, Sgt. 
Bennett Crowley, Sgt. 
Terrance]. Donegan, Sgt. 
Billy H. Guess, Sgt. 
William C. Hall, Sgt. 
Edward C. Hofkamp, Sgt. 
Roy Irwin, Sgt. 
Clifton E. Lane,Sgt. 
Nathan L. Lepselter, Sgt. 
Francis]. Lipski, Sgt. 
William R. Metcalfe, Sgt. 
Edgar W. McLain, Sgt. 
Fred W. Parrott, Sgt. 
Floyd M. Porter, Jr., Sgt. 
Frank M. Rector, Sgt. 
Cecil C. Richison, Sgt. 
Sam F. Ruotolo, Sgt. 
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Stuart A. Samelson, Sgt. 
Rothmer K. Silliman, Sgt. 
Edwin G. Steadman, Sgt. 
Albin G. Strong, Sgt. 
Theodore E. Wroblewski, Sgt. 
William M. Wurdeman, Sgt. 
Azel C. Young, Sgt. 
Edward Bienduga, Cpl. 
Stanley G. Clark, Cpl. 
Abraham Chinitz, Cpl. 
Edward P. Fitzgerald, Cpl. 
Edward M. Foster, Cpl. 
William E. Hale, Cpl. 
Albert Martynwicz, Cpl. 
Louis A. Pate, Cpl. 
William C. Rahn, Cpl. 
George Schororsky, Cpl. 
Gerald D. Smith, Cpl. 
Chester T. Szymanski, Cpl. 
John P. Voss, Cpl. 
Saul Weinbaum, Cpl. 
Elliott C. Wenz, Cpl. 
Paul E. Wheeler, Cpl. 
Raymond A. Worden, Cpl. 
Verner L. Anderson, Pfc. 
Elton D. Bryant, Pfc. 
Richard L. Burkmire, Pfc. 
Woodrow Deffebrio, Pfc. 
Guy N. Fields, Jr., Pfc. 
EdwardJuchniewicz, Pfc. 
Theodore G. Keep, Pfc. 

Kenneth A. Marsha 
Walter F. McKeeha 
Richard A. Moser, l 
Duane C. Ronk, Pfc 
John M. Wisniewsk 
Morris Aronowitz,: 
Edward Ascenzi, p, 
Arthur E. Bittner, I 
Bruce Blair, Pvt. 
William M. Freedm 
Richard P. Gibbons 
Donald K. Keaton, 

L 

William C. Heintz, l 
Clarence C. Lathan 
Robert F. Davis, Tl 
John T. Miller, T /Sf 
Albert Wiederspiel, 
Charles E. Barron, 
Richard Beebe, S/S 
Walter B. Clubine, J 
James C. Doyle, S/! 
Gerard F. King, S/S 
Joseph W. Ladd, Jr. 
John C. McCormid 
Ira F. Myers, S/Sgt 
Joseph E. Sherwoo1 
Charles O. Troxell, 
William W. Capps, ~ 
Adelbert M. Eldred 
Arthur G. Ellingsen 
Jack M. Hensley, Si 
Raymond H. Hill, S: 
Thomas W. Keever, 
Norman H. Krupp, 
Tony Logan, Sgt. 
Vincent A. Lovelarn 
Lyle M. Martin, Sg1 
Charles K. McEwe: 
Francis M. McGrav 
Jack G. Regh, Sgt. 
Johnnie]. Salazar,~ 
Robert P. Schumak1 
John M. Smith, Sgt 



Kenneth A. Marshall, Pfc. Herman Lang, Pvt. 
Walter F. McKeehan,Pfc. Edward W. DeGear, Pvt. 
Richard A. Moser, Pfc. John T. Latch, Pvt. 
Duane C. Ronk, Pfc. George M. Nunley, Pvt. 

)vt. John M. Wisniewski, Pfc. Charles W. Pfender, Pvt. 
Morris Aronowitz, Pvt. Jose L. Salazar, Pvt. 

, Pvt. Edward Ascenzi, Pvt. Antonio F. Sbordoni, Pvt. 
Arthur E. Bittner, Pvt. Salvatore J. Scudiero, Pvt. 
Bruce Blair, Pvt. Robert P. Sylvester, Pvt. 

vt. William M. Freedman, Pvt. Zigman Waryas, Pvt. 
Jr., Pvt. Richard P. Gibbons, Pvt. Arthur E. Webley, Pvt. 

Donald K. Keaton, Pvt. 
'C' Flight 

Leonard F. Koehler, 1st Lt., Flight Commander 

,gt. William C. Heintz, M/Sgt. Fred F. Stegner, Sgt. 
Sgt. Clarence C. Latham, M/Sgt. Ben F. Waterfield, Sgt. 
3gt. Robert F. Davis, T/Sgt. James P. Willis, Sgt. 

John T. Miller, T /Sgt. Henry J. Wurzer, Sgt. 
rski, Sgt. Albert Wiederspiel, T /Sgt. Frank E. Wyman, Sgt. 
1, Sgt. Charles E. Barron, S/Sgt. Donald K. Aldrich, Cpl. 

Richard Beebe, S/Sgt. Donald Bentz, Cpl. 
1. Walter B. Clubine, Jr., S/Sgt. James J. Bilenki, Cpl. 

James C. Doyle, S/Sgt. Joseph Brancato, Cpl. 
Gerard F. King, S/Sgt. Willis H. Felland, Cpl. 

Cpl. Joseph W. Ladd, Jr., S/Sgt. Ellis W. Hankins, Cpl. 
JI. John C. McCormick, S/Sgt. Cecil C. Johnson, Cpl. 

Ira F. Myers, S/Sgt. Albert R. Keen, Cpl. 
pl. Joseph E. Sherwood, S/Sgt. Austin B. Lentz, Cpl. 

Charles O. Troxell, S/Sgt. Thomas G. Martin, Cpl. 
William W. Capps, Sgt. Thomas N. Maragos, Cpl. 

:pl. Adelbert M. Eldredge, Sgt. Jerry C. Morgan, Cpl. 
Arthur G. Ellingsen, Sgt. Theodore M. Murray, Cpl. 

i, Cpl. Jack M. Hensley, Sgt. Francis L. Myers, Cpl. 
Raymond H. Hill, Sgt. John S. Obrzut, Cpl. 
Thomas W. Keever, Sgt. Roland G. Roberts, Cpl. 
Norman H. Krupp, Sgt. Thomas H. Roberts, Cpl. 
Tony Logan, Sgt. James H. Robison, Cpl. 

Cpl. Vincent A. Loveland, Sgt. Harold L. Stammer, Cpl. 
Pfc. Lyle M. Martin, Sgt. Clifford E. Steffan, Cpl. 

Charles K. McEwen, Jr., Sgt. Nicholas Weleshko, Cpl. 
Pfc. Francis M. McGraw, Sgt. Carl E. Wick, Cpl. 
'fc. Jack G. Regh, Sgt. Robert F. Zerr, Cpl. 

Johnnie]. Salazar, Sgt. Carl J. Baumgartner, Pfc. 
Pfc. Robert P. Schumaker, Sgt. Vincent W. Bono, Pfc. 
fc. John M. Smith, Sgt. Robert E. Hansen, Pfc. 
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Nicholas Howanec, Pfc. 
John H. McFarland , Pfc . 
James R. Reed, Pfc. 
Keenam M. Stringer, Pfc. 
John M. Swanson, Pfc. 
Kenneth B. Tidwell, Pfc. 
John C. Wenborn, Pfc. 
Allison H. Windrow, Pfc. 

Dick M. Woodward, Pfc. 
Irving Zeit, Pfc. 
Edward C. Dunlevy, Pvt. 
Robert D. Gordon, Pvt. 
William M. Gray, Pvt. 
Floyd Ray, Pvt. 
Charles V. Wilson, Pvt. 

Promotions for February were as follows (effective January 1): 

To be Sergeant 
Cpl. Jack M. Hensley 
Cpl. Rothmer K. Silliman 
Cpl. Alfred A. Wurdeman 
Cpl. Raymond A. Hill 
Cpl. Sam F. Ruotolo 
Cpl. Edward C. Hofkamp 
Cpl. Edgar W. McLain 
Cpl. Alvin G. Strong 
Cpl. Norman H. Krupp 

To be Corporal 
Pfc. Thomas C. Martin 
Pfc. Lawrence L. Fleming 
Pfc. Albert R. Keen 
Pfc. John P. Voss 
Pfc. Cecil C. Johnson 
Pfc. Charles P. Hall 

MARCH1944 

To be Privates 1st Class 
Pvt. Robert E . Hansen 
Pvt. Alfred B. Johnson 
Pvt. John H. McFarland 
Pvt. Richard T. Burkmire 
Pvt. John M. Wisniewski 
Pvt. Paul Panza 
Pvt. Harvey W. Ivey 
Pvt. Edward Juchniewicz 
Pvt. Joseph W. Piazza 

March, true to form, came in like a lion. Aside from the discomfort caused by over
crowding, seasickness and the reminder of blackouts, drills and the ship's heavy arma
ment, and the remembering that every turn of the screws was bringing us nearer the 
Combat Zone, the voyage developed into the monotony and routine of any other cross
ing, passed without incident of any sort. Nothing was seen except a westward flying B-
24, until we reached landfall during the night of . MARCH 5th 

Around noon of the 5th we anchored at the mouth of the Mersey River to wait the 
tide. The snow capped hills of Wales to the starboard, flack towers to the port, strange 
appearing craft and many planes kept everyone busy looking. Early in the morning of 
the 6th, we went up river, docking at Liverpool around 1000. We were welcomed to the 
E.T.O. and England by Colonel Duffy and Brigadier General Hardy. That afternoon, in 
accordance with shipment Instructions for unit Commanders we were ordered to de
bark at 2155, to march to Oriel Station and take train L9 leaving at 2310 for Bath and our 
station. It was the squadron's first experience in being abroad in a blackout, as well as 
certain of the English customs and rolling stock. The Red Cross ladies again adminis
tered to the inner man with doughnuts, coffee, cigarettes, gum and a "Diddy Bag." 

The morning of the 7th saw the 422nd detrain at 0910 at Queens Square Station, 
Bath, and proceed by truck to Station 487, otherwise known as Charmy Down, in that 
beautiful county of Avon. The Squadron area was at the north end of the air field, the 
orderly room, supply and barracks for the men being there. The men were quartered 14 
to a Nissen hut; officers were quartered in 3 huts at the top of the hill where the messes 
were also located, along with the Post Exchange, Post Office, alongside the runway. 

It did not take long to realize that we were on the most windy hill in all of southern 
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England, and before we caught on to the knack of keeping the coke fires burning, our 
suffering was almost comparable to that of Washington's men at Valley Forge . 

In the afternoon of the 7th, Lt. Col. Johnson, Capt. Reynolds, Capt. Page and Lt. 
Brown rode a jeep to Headquarters, 9th Air Support Command, located a few miles 
east at Middle Wallop to present our respects and report to our respective superiors. 
Upon comparing notes at the end of the day, aside from the fact that we were to be 
attached to the 9th Air Force, nothing was certain as to our mission, the type of aircraft 
we would fly, when we could get them, etc. It was apparent that being the first Ameri
can Night Fighter Unit to arrive in this theater for combat duty (see Editor's Note at 
end March), we were a hot potatoe which no one knew exactly what to do with. As the 
staff so often feared during their bicker sessions, we were in fact strangers i!} a far off 
land, a bastard squadron rattling around among groups, wings , commands and air 
forces, having so to speak, no father, no mother, no home. 

As per custom, we were quarantined for 48 hours, which period came to an end on 
the 9th, when the limit of those allowed went into Bath, there experiencing the trials 
and surprises of the blackout, pub crawling, the English monetary system and the ways 
of the female of the species. 

Thanks to Squadron Leader Roberts, the RAF Liaison Officer at Middle Wallop, the 
S-2 section, made arrangements whereby our flying personnel could go to Colerne, a 
large RAF station, of which Charmy Down was a satellite field, where the famous 151 
RAF Squadron was stationed, so that our flying personnel could mingle with theirs and 
learn something of combat night fighting. 

rro this end, Lt. Col. Johnson had lunch with Group Captain Hamilton, the station 
commanding officer, while the S-1 section established contact with Lt. Davidson and 
F/O Fay of Colerne's Intelligence Section. We were in receipt of a letter dated 7th 
March, 1944 from Headquarters, USrfAF, under which we were assigned to the 9th Air 
Force. We received our transportation from Middle Wallop, and our trunk lockers, bed
ding rolls and duffle bags caught up with us. rfhere was a dance at the Officers' Club 
Saturday night; the local talent were promising. 

From the 13th to the 20th, the various sections got organized and functioning with 
the exception of Intelligence, whose officers were on detached service to Ascot, the 
Headquarters, 9th Air Force, attending an indoctrination course, and Operations which 
hadn't much to do because of no planes. Lt. Col. Johnson, by virture of his rank, be
came Station Commander, and our enlisted personnel, because of the Squadron's pro
portional strength to the total on the post, were faced with pretty heavy work details. 
The flying personnel did get a couple of rides in a C-4 7 over Southern England, at which 
time they were instructed in navigation and some of the mysteries of SD 158. Lt. Col. 
Johnson and Capt. Reynolds had several meetings with Colonel rfaylor, Assistant Chief 
of Staff, S-3, 9th Air Support Command, and learned that our mission was all that could 
be hoped for: protection of the invasion forces and installations by night. 

We would go over the Channel and operate from advanced airdrones, after a period of 
training, probably near the Scottish border. We would fly P-61 's if they were available in 
time, otherwise P-70's. An Airspeed Oxford plane was also assigned for our use and 
arrived on the field. 

rfhe week of 20-26th saw the start of weather school. rfhe weather merchants were 
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about as welcome as a skunk at a garden party since they crowded an already crowded 
situation. Our pilots checked out in the Airspeed Oxford and all flying personnel were 
busy getting their flying time. Lt. Guba, who was attending an E&E course at 
Highgate, was promoted to 1st Lt. 

Orders came through for the pilots and R/O's to go off .by teams to various RAF 
Night Fighter Stations to observe how it was done. S/Sgt. Palko left for Catfoss to at
tend a gunnery school for 5 weeks. 

Sunday and Monday, the 26th and 27th saw a general exodus of the pilots and R/O's 
who were distributed among RAF as follows: 

To Scorton To Church Fenton 
Lt. Elmore - F/O Mapes Capt. Spelis 
Lt. Ernst - F/O Kopsel Lt. Gordon 

ToDrem 
Lt. Jones 
Lt. Lee 

To Castle Camp 

-F/O Adams 
- F/O Morris 

Lt. Col. Johnson - Capt. Reynolds 
Lt. R.A. Anderson - Lt. Montgomery 

To Bradwell Bay 

Lt. Koehler 
Lt. Smith 
Lt. J. W. Anderson 
Lt. Allee 

- F/O Samus 
- F/O Morrison 

- Lt. Bost 
- F/O Tierney 
-F/O Mogan 
- F/O Dorner 

With the departure of these men, March would have gone out like a lamb, but for an 
air raid on Bristol on the night of the 27th. It was the Squadron's first experience at 
being in the midst of ack-ack, which was out for business, and they took it fine. The Red 
Cross Aero Club finally got going on the last day of the month. 

On March 3rd the following units were assigned to the 9th Air Force: 
405th Fighter Bomber Gp. 406th Fighter Sq. (SE) 642nd Bomb Group (L) 
371st Fighter Group (SE) 409th Bomb Group (L) 1st Photo Tech. Sq. 
509th Fighter Bomber Sq. 422nd Night Fighter Sq. 643rd Bomb Group (L) 
404th Fighter Sq. (SE) 640th Bomb Group (L) 1st Photo Lab. Sect. 
510th Fighter Bomber Sq. 877th Airborne Engr. Bn. 96th Depot Sq. Supply 
405th Fighter Sq. (SE) 641st Bomb Group (L) Unit No. 24-108 Seg. 
511th Fighter Bomber Sq. 937th Engr. Camd. Bn. Pigeon Co. 

Editor's note: 

The 422nd Night Fighter Squadron is credited with being the first N .F.S. to see com
bat in the European Theater of Operations. This is correct; however, the whole story is 
that the 15th Bombardment Squadron (Light) was redesignated the 1st Pursuit Squa
dron (Night Fighter) on 1st April, 1942 and received training at Lawson Field (Ft. Benn
ing, Georgia). Its mission was to reinforce the RAF in their night fighter operations. 
They again became the 15th Bombardment Squadron (Light) in May, 1942 and were 
assigned to the 8th Bomber Command in England, when the RAF no longer had need 
for them. They flew A-20's and inaugurated AAF operations in the ETO with a mission 
to Holland on 4 July, 1942. They were disbanded in October 1943, never operating as a 
N.F.S. 

Also, the 414, 415, 416 and 417th Night Fighter Squadrons were through England in 
1943 on their way to the M.T.O.'s 12th Air Force. The 414th and 417th both had detach
ments with the 422nd in Florennes, Belgium. See January-April, 1945. 

24 

The least s1 
morale, etc. re, 
had no planes l 
those that werJ 
rumors of cha 
base . Training 
restriction on p 
ous that the C ' 
Commanders t 

because of we 
RAF and three 
equipment in ai 

The second 
Mary", and th 
lessened duty 

During the 1, 
Colonel Johnsd 

I 

instead of the 9 
them-and tha 
the first week · 
and gave our IIl! 
invasion, but hl 
every respect, 

On the ente1 
parties for the 
for a considera 

I 
officers and m1 

On 18thAp~ 
T/Sgt. John Mj 

;~~~~a{
0t:::il 

Sgt. William M 
The following 9 
To be Staff Se 

I 
Sgt. John Dwy~ 
Sgt. Azel You 
Sgt. Frank Wy1 

To be Sergean 

Cpl. Thomas~ 
Cpl. Robert Ze 
Cpl. Vincent R 



already crowded 
:r personnel were 
E&E course at 

. to various RAF 
for Catfoss to at-

pilots and R/O's 

-F/O Samus 
- F/O Morrison 

- Lt. Bost 
- F/O Tierney 
- F/O Mogan 
-F/O Dorner 

lamb, but for an 
st experience at 
: it fine . The Red 

\omb Group (L) 
to Tech. Sq. 
,omb Group (L) 
to Lab. Sect. 
pot Sq. Supply 
. 24-108 Seg. 
on Co. 

F.S. to see com
te whole story is 
st Pursuit Squa
Field (Ft. Benn
hter operations. 
, 1942 and were 
longer had need 
) with a mission 
ir operating as a 

:mgh England in 
>oth had detach-

APRIL 1944 

The least said about the Squadron's activities during the month, the better as our 
morale, etc. reached its absolute low. Spring in England was anything but beautiful-we 
had no planes nor any reasonable prospects . There were no plans for our future and 
those that were, were changed so quickly that the notification of their change beat the 
rumors of change; our men were faced with heavy duty details for the benefit of the 
base. Training with no aircraft was reminiscent of the good ole days of W.P.A.; and the 
restriction on passes, leaves and furloughs all contributed to a situation that got so seri
ous that the Colonel had to hold meetings with the top three grades of E.M. and Flight 
Commanders to cure the situation. 

We received another liaison plane , a Cessena UC-78 , but flying time wa? hindered 
because of weather. The flying personnel returned from their temporary duty with the 
RAF and three additional pilots-RIO teams arrived, since we were told that our initial 
equipment in aircraft was to be increased from 12 to 18. 

The second week in April was highlighted by the meteoric career of "Haystack 
Mary", and the arrival of the 423 N.F.S. The latter event was welcomed by all as it 
lessened duty details. (See Editor's Note on 423rd at end of April report.) 

During the last week in April, General Schramm, of the 71st Fighter Wing, visited 
Colone]Johnson and advised us that he was to head up the 9th Air Defense Command, 
instead of the 9th Air Support Command, that our P-61 's were on the water-all 18 of 
them-and that we should be prepared to move to Scorton, England towards the end of 
the first week in May. This was the most specific information we had received to date , 
and gave our morale a much needed boost. We had read about the war and the coming 
invasion, but had been sitting on our asses since January 1st. We felt we were ready in 
every respect, and ready for real combat. 

On the entertainment side, the men got organized and swung a couple of really hot 
parties for themselves, besides really getting to know their way around the countryside 
for a considerable distance. Dances were held weekly at the Officer's Club. Both the 
officers and men's softball teams beat those of the 423rd . 

On 18th April the following were authorized to wear the Good Conduct ribbon: 

T /Sgt. John Moe Sgt. James Shepler Cpl. Richard Moser 
S/Sgt. John Palko Sgt. Wright Cathcart Pfc. Walter McKeehan 
Sgt. Pat Douglas Cpl. George Schorovsky Pfc . Keenan Stringer 
Sgt. William Metcalfe Cpl. Richard Burkmire Pfc . John Wenborn 

The following promotions were made on 1st April: 

To be Staff Sergeant To be Corporal 
Sgt. John Dwyer Pfc. Richard Burkmire 
Sgt. Azel Young Pfc. Woodrow Deffebrio 
Sgt. Frank Wyman, Jr. Pfc. Richard Moser 

To be Sergeant 
Cpl. Thomas Martin 
Cpl. Robert Zerr 
Cpl. Vincent Rodak 

Pfc. Alfred Johnson 
To be Private 1st Class 
Pvt. William Freedman 
Pvt. Morris Aronowitz 
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Pvt. Arthur Webley 
Pvt. Harold Hass 
Pvt. Jose Salazar 
Pvt. Charles Pfender 
Pvt. John Parker 
Pvt. Richard Williams, Jr. 
Pvt. Andrew Bolin, Jr. 
Pvt. Charles Wilson 



The following were transferred out of Squadron: 

Sgt. Vincenzo Ciofalo 
Sgt. Vernon Marietta 

The following were transferred into the Squadron: 

2nd Lt. E. R. Allman 2nd Lt. T. H. Burleson 
2nd Lt. E. 0. Axtell F /0 J. W. Crew 
2nd Lt. R. G. Bolinder F/O R. F. Graham 

Editor's note: 

F/O W. P. Monahan 
T /Sgt. Richard Heggie 
Cpl. Frank Rabinowitz 

The 423rd Night Fighter Squadron was redesignated the 155th Photo Recon Squad
ron on 22 June 1944. It was assigned to the 10th Photographic Group and flew A-20's 
until the end of the war in Europe. 

The 155th and the 422nd were again on the same field at Chateaudun, France in Au
gust 1944 and at Kassel, Germany in July and August 1945. 

MAY1944 

On May 1st we received a warning order relative to our change in location, followed 
almost immediately by our movement orders. The balance of the week was devoted to 
preparation for the movement. Col. Johnson and his staff flew to the new station to 
examine the layout and make the necessary arrangements with the RAF for our arrival. 
One unusual rule was that the first 4 grades of our enlisted personnel would be required 
to eat in the RAF Sergeants mess. (No complaints were heard from our sergeants.) 

Most of the organizational equipment was flown to our new station during Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday in seven C-4 7's. Saturday the 8th May, most of the personnel left 
by train from Bath at 0900 arriving at (Station 425) Scorton (Yorkshire), England at 1830 
with the balance coming by motor convoy and by air in our Airspeed Oxford and UC-78. 

The second week in Scorton was highlighted by the sight of our first P-61 in the 
E.T.O. 

The Squadron area consisted of barracks for the officers and men; the Orderly Room 
and Squadron Supply was set up about a mile from the field and to the southwest of the 
village of Scorton, while Operations, Intelligence, Engineering, Radio I, Communica-
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tions, Tech Supply, Armament, Ordinance and Transportation were located on the field. 
Certain difficulties concerning mail distribution from Wing, T. W.X. and carrier service, 
etc., by reason of our location so far from Wing, and concerns developed, but were 
surmounted. On the 11th our strength was augmented by the arrival of 3 pilots-2nd 
Lts. Abell, Siegle, Slayton and 4 R/O's, F/O Orzel, Bowers, Ferris and Eletherion. 
This addition brought our combat crews up to 21. 

On the 10th, Col. Johnson, Captains Reynolds and Page and Lt. Luke flew to Speke 
and found it was all true. There they were-eight P-61's lined up on the field. We soon 
found out that due to special priorities, they would start coming off the assembly line 
around the 20th. Great was the rejoicing that night. 

The third week in May saw the squadron alerted for further movement, the opening 
of the Station PX and the arrival of a Station Weather Officer, 2nd Lt. William-Johnson, 
who with one enlisted man was to be attached to the Squadron; also arriving was a 
Service Team and a Station Finance Officer. 

On May 4th the 422nd was transferred to the 71st Fighter Wing. 
During the final nine days of the month, it seemed as if there was never a dull mo

ment. On the 23rd when Gen. Schramm of the 71st Wing was coming out of the mess at 
lunch time, Col. Johnson almost took off his hat in celebrating the arrival of the first P-61 
to be delivered off the assembly line. His exhibition was the signal for a general rush to 
the field to welcome the arrival of our first combat plane, after 77 long disappointing 
days in the E.T. 0. By the end of the month we had taken delivery of six and were begin
ning to at least look as if we were operational. We were visited, inspected or in con
ference with the officers from the 9th Air Defense Command, 12 Group, Air Inspection 
from 9th Air Force, Signal Corps men from the U.S. Army as well as the RAF to deter
mine frequencies for G.C.I. channels, etc. Also visiting was the 9th Tactical Air Com
mand and the 71st Fighter Wing. 

On the 20th about 1100 we had our second fatal flying accident ~nee the Squadron 
was formed. Second Lt. Gale Allman and F/O Walter Samus crashed in a UC-78 on the 
outskirts of the town of Swinithweite, north of Riding, Yorkshire. There were no 
eyewitnesses to the actual crash and since both were killed instantly, the cause of the 
accident is unknown. From the position of the wreckage, it would appear that the plane 
struck a tree about 200 yards from where it finally came to rest after its left wing tip 
struck the ground, cartwheeling the plane into the comer of a stone wall. The plane was 
a total loss. 

On the social and recreational side, our softball team, with the usual fine pitching arm 
of S/Sgt. Frank Myers, beat a team of R.C.A.F. men from Croft, and also slaughtered a 
team from the 86th Station complement, for the benefit of a D/W fund at Darlington. 
Dances were held weekly in the gym for both enlisted men and officers, and all person
nel fanned out in their time off to pretty thoroughly cover the countryside. Since there 
were, except for scattered detachments, no other Americans for miles, Yorkshire was a 
bonanza for the thirsty and the lonely. 

*Editor's note: If one thought Avon County was beautiful, they could not find words 
to describe Yorkshire and would simply refer to James Herriot's book "Yorkshire" as 
well as "All Creatures Great and Small", "All Things Bright and Beautiful" and "All 
Things Wise and Wonderful." These books wonderfully describe the beauty that is 
North Yorkshire. 
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The following promotions were made effective the 1st of May, 1944. 

To be Technical Sergeant To be Sergeant To be Corporal 
S/Sgt. John Palko C l A t· L Pfc. James Reed p. us m entz 
S/Sgt. Joseph Ladd C l D J h Pfc. Robert Hansen p. on o nson 
To be Staff Sergeant Cpl. Edward Mante Pfc. Jo_seph Kellaher 
Sgt. Stuart Samelson Cpl Willis Felland Pfc. Dick Woodward 
Sgt. Floyd Porter, Jr. Cpl. Donald Aldrich 
Sgt. Edwin Steadman Cpl. Ellis Hankins 
Sgt. John Smith Cpl. Charles Hall 
Sgt. Eugene Budzichowski Cpl. Clinton Wright 

Pfc. John Wenborn 
Pfc. Walter Mckeehan 
To be Private 1st Class 
Pvt. John Samuel 
Pvt. Edward DeGear 
Pvt. Bruce Blair 

The following men were transferred out of the 422nd N.F.S. into the 423 N.F.S. on 
16 May, 1944. 

S/Sgt. Charles Barron 
Sgt. Nathan Lepselter 
S/Sgt. John Palko 
Sgt. Francis Lipski 

Sgt. Cecil Bailey 
Sgt. Floyd Porter 
Sgt. Kenneth Borove 
Sgt. Johnnie Salazar 

Sgt. Eugene Budzichowski 
Sgt. John Smith 
Sgt. Clifton Lane 
Sgt. James Willis 

The following officers were transferred into the 422nd on 10th May. 

2nd Lt. R. S. Siegle F/O M. S. Bowers F/O B. Orzel 
2nd Lt. B. C. Abell F/O E. Eletherion F/O A. B. Ferris 
2nd Lt. J.E. Slayton 

JUNE 1944 

During June, for the first time, we really started to look and act like a squadron that 
had some idea of becoming combat operational. Training activities were given real impe
tus by "The Invasion" on the 6th. Noon day briefings of the daily situation were well 
attended and even the continental geography class took on added interest. 

During the first week we received more P-61 's, which brought the total up to our T /E 
strength of 12 aircraft. The addition of these combat aircraft and the assignment of ex
isting crew chiefs to them, necessitated putting the three liaison planes, UC-78, AT-6 
and Oxford, under engineering maintenance with S/Sgt. Charles McEwen as crew 
chief. 

Also arriving for training targets for the P-61's were three A-20's and two P-47's, 
along with pilots. The field at Scorton really looked like big time stuff, what with a P-38, 
P-47, P-61, A-20, a Hurricane, and Wellingtons all scattered around. The R/O's worked 
hard with the "circus" and got in some really good licks at the 720 radar equipment. 
Meanwhile, the 425th N.F.S. and the 75th Station complement arrived and all of a sud
den it became self-evident that any way you looked at it, there wasn't any field large 
enough to hold the 425th and ourselves. 

The second week brought bad weather and a lot of trim tab trouble, caused by high 
winds, carelessness and unfamiliarity with the aircraft. Despite all this-considerable 
time was logged by the pilots, while the R/O's continued their training with their "cir-
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cus." It also saw the first pranging of a P-61, when the nose wheel failed to come down 
as Captain Reynolds was landing at Speke (Liverpool). 

Around the 17th of the month, we worked out with the C.O. of the R.C.A.F. Hali
faxes at Croft, day and night interception tactics. The daylight tactics were designed to 
give the "Big Friends" a real work out in evasive tactics, but at the same time it piled up 
the time to the credit of the "Blip Jockey's" (R/O's). The night exercises known as 
"Bull's Eye", were very good practice. The Halifaxes would take off on a 3 legged 
flight, covering the greater part of Northern England and Scotland. We were given an 
area to defend and G.C.I. would vector us into the stream. Window and evasive tactics 
were used by the "Bomber Boys." When we got within minimum A-I range and in posi
tion for the kill, we would so signal by flipping on the navigation lights, while the tail or 
other gunners flashed a light if they had us in their sights before our lights were flashed. 

Such was our success that it tended towards an underestimation of the Huns abilities 
as well as a feeling of overconfidence on our part, best expressed by the remark, "the 
number you shoot down on one sortie depends largely on how few rounds you have to 
fire to make the kills." Also, PI's were practiced with the target taking the most violent 
evasive action, which the widows were capable of, and that was plenty. The stars over 
Yorkshire saw some rugged interceptions, but it was the best kind of practice. 

On the 20th, we passed from control of 9th TAC and came under 9th Air Defense 
Command, and the next day General Richardson, our new C. G., arrived for a visit. He 
seemed (to our prejudical minds) to have too many mistaken ideas of the capabilities of 
our 61 'sand there was much bitching in the beer about working for the "Ack Ack." Our 
customary mercurial morale was dropping worse than the market in the '29 crash, and 
we took a very dim view of the future, figuring we would be defending some port hun
dreds of miles in the rear instead of intruding and pranging the Hun where the GI's could 
see the fun. 

Anyhow, Doyle and Williams took their 61 and really wrung it out, establishing a ser
vice ceiling of 38,000 feet, a maximum speed of 405 mph straight and level at 20,000 
feet, and a rate of climb to 20,000 feet in 14 minutes. Comparisons to the "Big Bad 
Me410", the pride of the G.A.F. Night Fighters, checked for a moment at least our 
plunging morale, and gave us all added confidence and pride in the Black Widows. 

During the last 10 days of June, there was a feeling in the air. G .C.I. folded their tents 
and stole away during the night to parts unknown, but presumed to be the Continent, 
and once again rumors began to fly. 

On the 27th, Col. Kratz, and a Col. Viccellio, from the Operations, Commitments 
and Requirements Section of the War Department, arrived and things really began to 
pop. A meeting of the staff was held at 1800, where it turned out that Viccellio was over 
to determine whether the P-61 was an aircraft suitable for operations in the E.T. 0., and 
whether the Squadron was itself ready to become combat operational. To prove or dis
prove both points, a composite detachment from both the 422nd and 425th were to 
proceed to RAF Station, Hurn, the next day and commence operations over the Beach 
Head. Later in the evening, there was a Squadron meeting at which time the composi
tion of our portion was determined. Col. Johnson was to be the C.O. of the combined 
operation and our other contributions included Kenny Harvin as Radio "I" Officer, 
Capt. Page, who was to act both as S-1 and S-2, Lt. Copenhaver as Armament Officer, 
the teams of Doyle and Williams, Anderson and Morris, as well as "Pop" Montgomery 
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and Joe Crew (who was to act as Col. Kratz's R/O). The 425th furnished two air crews 
and some assorted I.F.G.O.'s. The ability of the Squadron to move from Northern 
England to the Channel coast in such a short time was indeed a tribute to the organiza
tional readiness of the Squadron and was to prove an asset in the months to come. 

By 1000 the next day, the convoy, consisting of a truck, two command cars and two 
jeeps, all with trailers carrying Radio "I", Engineering, Communicatons and other as
sorted equipment, pulled out from Scorton and headed for Hurn, north of Bourne
mouth. The balance of the party, exclusive of the pilots, R/O's and crew chiefs, who 
were to fly down in the aircraft, took off in a C-4 7 in the face of dire predictions from the 
weather merchants. They were so right, and the C-4 7, after a stormy trip, flopped in 
the mud at an 8th Air Force base called Harrington (home of the 801st (B-24) Bomb 
Group, later to be redsignated the 492 B.G.), about half way to London. 

The next morning we took off again and got as far as Heston when the C-4 7 was 
forced to land because of a hydraulic system leak. Two other C-4 7's were policed by 
A.D.C. and key personnel such as the Tech Rep and the Seeton Chiefs, were sent 
ahead. Despite the fact that a V-1 had landed practically in front of operations the eve
ning before, we big dealed a couple of trucks making the rest of the trip without further 
trouble. 

Arriving at Hurn, we found we were to be attached to the 125th Newfoundland Squa
dron, a racking good RAF night fighter outfit-Wing Commander Topping, also a good 
man, commanding. The balance of the night was spent in getting the men bedded down, 
the officers quartered (in Homewood House, at least 5 miles from the field), the aircraft 
dispersed, supplies unloaded, headquarters set up and the various sections located, all 
this in a blackout and naturally in a downpour of rain. This always seemed to be our lot. 

In the morning we were briefed by Topping who explained in detail the G.C.I. 
(ground control intercept) control, areas to be patrolled, homing procedures, etc. We 
were to fly three sorties per night, one each period. Then we ran into trouble; recrystal
lization trouble. Proper crystals not being available, they were ordered by courier from 
Middle Wallop. In the P.M., an aircraft recognition class was held followed by a talk by 
W IC Cunningham's R/O on what we were to run into in the matter of combat procedure. 
Following a terrific maneuvering for position, it was finally decided that Col. Johnson 
would fly first flight, Col. Kratz the second, and Maj. Lewis of the 425th, the third, with 
Anderson, Colligan (of the 425th), and Doyle up the second night. The crystals, not 
having arrived by 1630, flying, as far as we were concerned, was scrubbed for the night. 

In the matter of ground training, practically all the time was spent on familiarization 
with pundits, beacons, searchlights, homing procedures, the importance offlares, let
ters of the day and other recognition procedures. 

Escape and evasion was further stressed with particular emphasis on that applicable 
in the region where we would likely operate. Aircraft recognition was almost entirely 
limited to night views, while the performance, tactics, capabilities and limitations of 
German aircraft were also reviewed. 

In June the following were transferred into the 422nd: 

2nd Lt. Leslie L. Craig F/O Joseph R. Morin 
2nd Lt. Raymond L. Romens F/O Delbert W. Dow 
2nd Lt. Ec;lgar E. Merriman 1st Lt. Paul L. Hayes 
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1st Lt. Robert C. Holtham 
2nd Lt. William B. Thompson 
2nd Lt. William]. Wayland 



2nd Lt. Milton A. Weinstein 
2nd Lt. Jesse D. Welch, Jr. 
Pvt. James O. Tupper, Jr. 
Pvt. Peter R. Buttacavoli 
Pfc. Ralph E. Robinson 
Pfc. Arthur F. Scamara 

Pfc. Stephen]. Simco 
Pfc. Jack K. Skinner 

Cpl. Owen S. Redwine 
Pvt. Stanley Rulkiewicz 
Pvt. Donald F. Salesky 
Pfc. Joseph S. Rapacz 
Pvt. James D. Masters 
Pvt. Chester E. Trimper 
Pvt. William H. Whited 
Pvt. Charles H. Wishart 
Pvt. John]. Rinkus 

The following were transferred out of the 422nd in June. 

Pvt. Gail M. Connelly 
Pvt. George W. Cruchfield 
Pvt. Elia R. D'Errico 
Sgt. Leo Weiss 
Pfc. Harold D. Powell 
Pvt. Lester L. Wilson 

Pvt. Roland A. Kirkpatrick 
Sgt. Vincenzo Ciofalo 

2nd Lt. Benjamin C. Abell F/0 Howard S. Bowers 1st Lt.Paul L. Hays 
2nd Lt. Jack E. Slayton F/O Arthur B. Ferris 1st Lt. Robert C.Holtham 

Effective 1st of June, 1944, the following promotions were made. 

To be Technical Sergeant To be Sergeant Pfc. John Parker 
S/Sgt. Ruel W. Foley Cpl. Lawrence Fleming Pfc. Kenneth Tidwell 
S/Sgt. Leonard E. Burton Cpl. Lloyd Marshall Pfc. Guy Fields, Jr. 
To be Staff Sergeant Cpl. George Kaytra Pfc. EdwardJuchniewicz 
Sgt. Charles McEwen, Jr. Cpl. Jerry Morgan Pfc. Richard Williams, Jr. 
Sgt. William Hall Cpl. Francis Myers Pfc. Howard Cosden 
Sgt. Lyle Martin Cpl. James Robinson Pfc. John Samuel 
Sgt. Thomas Martin Cpl. Clifford Steffan Pfc. Bruce Blair 
Sgt. Frank Rector Cpl. Edward Fitzgerald Pfc. Arthur Webley 
Sgt. Thomas Keever To be Corporal To be Private 1st Class 
Sgt. William Metcalfe Pfc. Kenneth Marshall Pvt. Floyd Ray 
Sgt. Haden Riggins Pfc. Morris Aronowitz Pvt. Edward Ascenzi 

In June, the following men were authorized to wear the Good Conduct Medal: 

M/Sgt. Edwin Thomas Cpl. Abraham Chinitz Cpl. John White 
S/Sgt. Azel Young Cpl. Karl Holmquist Pfc. John Richard 
Sgt. Clinton Wright Cpl. Kenneth Marshall Pfc. Allison Windrow 
Sgt. Theodore Wroblewski Cpl. John Obrzut Pfc. Soloman Zelnich 
Cpl. James Bilenki Cpl. John Voss Pfc. John Swanson 

JULY1944 

Operational at last! That, in a nutshell is tantamount to saying that July was our big
gest and best month to date. True, we were operational only in detachments, as will be 
seen, and only for part of the month, but it was sweet to see our Skipper, Col. Johnson, 
pilot the first P-61 in combat in the E.T. 0. and put the 422nd in the books as being the 
first American Night fighter unit in combat in the E.T. 0. Our record of 4 Buzz Bombs 
destroyed, left much to be desired, but nontheless, after all the frustration, difficulties 
and disappointments, we were finally in combat. 

During the first day we were still grounded by crystal and oxygen troubles, although 
the sets did arrive in the afternoon. During the afternoon, Doyle and Williams, Ander-
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son and Morris let off steam by beating up the field in a spectacular manner. It had the 
RAF standing in the aisles. It also gave two Mosquitos, who wanted to play, something 
to think about. Shortly after flying was scrubbed at 2030, came the straw that broke the 
camel's back. During a bull session, Col. Kratz came out with the astounding news that 
the P-61 was not good enough for combat and that we were to be given some 60 Mos
quitos. It was the last straw in a series of efforts to discredit American night fighters in 
general and the P-61 in particular. Col. Kraftz first offered to bet $500 in U.S. gold that 
the Mosquito could outperform the Widow, but after several were almost killed in the 
rush to cover, he crawfished down to $50. The pilots and R/O's present announced their 
intentions of resigning their commissions the moment the 61 's were taken from us. All 
hands then adjourned to Homewood House where bitching against the British and to 
some extent the 9th AF continued far into the night. One fact was clear. We just had to 
make good. 

Training back at Scorton went on as usual, and there was only one incident of impor
tance. We lost our first P-61 as "Rowdy" Dow and Ed Merriman ran out of gas one night 
and had to bail out, Merriman breaking a leg. 

Bad temper and weather held for the next day, back at Hurn, and flying was 
scrubbed. On the 3rd the weather started to break at noon and NFTS were run with 
everything checking out OK. Flying for the night was laid on as follows: The Skipper 
and Pop at 2200, Kratz and Joe Crew at 0210 with Doyle and Anderson as first and sec
ond standby. Briefing was held at 2145 with the weather merchant giving us good 
weather with high scattered clouds and promptly on the button at 2220, "No Love, No 
Nothing" roared down the runway. The first mission consisting of the Skipper, Pop and 
Doc Page, of the first American Night Fighter Squadron had begun. With the exception 
of two interceptions on Mosquitos, it was an uneventful patrol, although when an air
craft, fortunately friendly, got on our tail once, Pop really started to pant over the inter
com. Control was excellent and the patrol was roughly over the Bay de la Seine from 
Frecamp, Le Harve to Barfleur. With some 30 Mosquitos patrolling, it was similar to a 
party fishing boat. The Hun was conspicuous by his absence however and no one got 
even a hostile chase during the night. Flak was encountered and the various phenomena 
of a battle field at night was unfolded for the first time. Kratz and Crew, Doyle and Wil
liams, and Anderson and Morris all got airborne during the evening. 

From the 3rd through the 8th, patrols were flown each evening, but were generally 
uneventful. Andy and Morris chased a bogey across the French Coast between Le 
Harve and Frecamp, but could not secure a visual before they were recalled by G.C.I. 
The ground crews worked like trojans and kept all the aircraft flying without any aborts 
except those caused by personnel. It soon became evident that the 422nd was superior 
in their operations and got along with the RAF boys. Not so with other units. 

On the 5th, the long awaited test with a Mosquito was laid on at 1600. S/L Barnwell of 
125 Squadron and his R/O vs. Doyle-Williams. The P-61 more than exceeded our 
wildest hopes, being faster at 5,000-10,000-15,000-20,000 feet; outturned the 
Mossie in every altitude and by a big margin and far surpassed the Mossie in rate of 
climb. We could go faster and slower up or down, faster than the pride of the British-a 
most enjoyable afternoon!! Kratz paid off and left the next day with Col. Viccillio, Gen. 
Schramm and Col. Johnson meeting for a conference regarding the Mosquito deal. 
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Their report was given and the result being we never heard any more of the re-equip
ment. 

After sweating out the arrival of a C-4 7 to take us home, for two days, we finally left 
by train on the 11th and after a long hard ride, arrived back at Scorton around midnight. 

On the 16th, a party consisting of Spelis, Koehler, J. W. Anderson, Lee, Elmore, 
Ernst and their respective R/O's plus Guba, Whittaker and 30 Enlisted Men, took off 
for Ford, England to do battle with the Buzz Bombs. This detachment also included 
Doyle, Williams, Jones, Adams, Pistolshot (Postlewaite) and Hawley. Herman and the 
Mouse became the first to get a victory. After aborting on their first mission, when the 
tail cone collapsed in a dive, on the night of the 15th, he closed to 900 feet on a V-1 flying 
at around 2,500 feet and shot it down 4 miles south of Beachy Head. There was plenty 
of chases every night, but only J. W. Anderson-Mogan, Elmore-Mapes and Spelis
Lefty rang the bell. Spelis and Lefty probably had the most spectacular kill when on the 
20th, with Phil Guba as a passenger, his target exploded at a distance of 450 feet. Flying 
through the explosion, which threw the ship out of control, he finally made base to find 
that the right and left ailerons were badly damaged, the fabric scorched and burned 
away on the left rudder and left half of the elevator, and the other side badly scorched. 

The next day after the detachment left for Ford, we received warning orders for 
movement to the continent of Europe. Everyone was restricted to the post, training 
was suspended and the next 48 hours were spent in packing and marking the equipment 
and personal belongings, even our personal bicycles, drawing PX and regular rations, 
servicing the MIT and aircraft, loading the freight cars and MIT, and clearing the post. 
The movement was in three sections. The convoy, consisting of our motor transports 
(M/T) with Lt. Gauquie in charge and including Lt. Luke, Lt. Wilcox, Lt. Copenhaver, 
Doc Whitmer and enough men to drive, etc; the flying personnel and crew chiefs who 
were to fly over in the 61 's after the others had returned, and the balance of the Squa
dron 130 men and 22 officers, in command of Maj. Pinkerson was to go by train and boat. 

The convoy left at 0840 on the 19th, while the train gang left Scorton at 0735 on the 
20th. Due to someone dropping the ball in the RTO's office, we went to Darlington by 
regular train, where we changed to the London Express which had no space for us with 
the result that it was a tough ride, most everyone standing or sitting in the aisles the 
entire way. From King's Cross Station in London to Waterloo Station amid a flurry of 
buzz bombs, we took a train for Eastleigh, arriving there at 2045. Men and officers were 
then transported to trucks and taken to site C9 where we were bivouaced in village 22 
and 23. 

The following day we had pay call during which everyone's money was exchanged for 
invasion francs and one pound partial pay was given to everyone. 

The convoy pulled out at 0900 on the 23rd but our number did not come up until the 
24th when we left the area at 1345, proceeding to the docks at Southhampton, where 
we were packed on and into a little tub called the Victoria, which formerly made the mail 
run between the Isle of Man and the English mainland. We were one of four units on 
board and it was very crowded but fortunately the weather held and camping on deck 
had its advantages. There was so damned much to see. The place was a madhouse of 
ships, LCT, LST, etc., barrage ballons, troops, material, but somehow order was finally 
brought out of the apparent chaos and we left dock at 1815, moving downstream and 
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anchoring behind the western end of the Isle of Wight at 1930. There we remained until 
early the next morning. Crossing the English Channel was a part of a huge convoy and 
was without incident except for the sight of innumberable B-17's and B-26's crossing 
over, also. Sighted the Cherbourg peninsula about noon and reached Omaha Beach 
about 1400. There were more ships anchored off there than in New York Harbor. De
barked in LCI's at 1630 and marched 6 long miles to transit area B. There were bitter 
moments when all those extras in the way of baggage really made the going rough. Ar
riving at transit area B we had a supper of K rations and marched about 2 miles farther, 
where we secured trucks to transport us to airfield A-15, the former German airbase at 
Maupertus, just east of Cherbourg. Arriving about 2300, with S/Sgt. McEwen driving 
the Cletrac and burning it up trying to keep up with the convoy, we pitched tents (natu
rally in a driving rain) and all hands hit the sack in the lee of some of the notorious Nor
man hedgerows. 

The balance of the month was spent in setting up for operations. Being the last unit to 
arrive on the base, we found all available quarters taken up so we set up in tents. A 
squadron area was set up as well as quarters for officers and enlisted men with most of 
the men staying in pup tents. The various sections found places and everything was 
made ready for the arrival of the balance of the party. After the last Widow had settled 
down on the steel planked runway, on 31 July, there was a real reunion. It was a beautiful 
sight to see them come down. It was sunny France and the big show, at least for us, was 
about to start. We planned to run our first mission the next night, one year to the day 
after we were activated in Orlando, Florida. 

The following officers and Enlisted men were on temporary duty for 10 days at RAF 

Station, Ford: S/Sgt. James Shepler 2nd Lt. James Mogan 
Capt. Tadas Spelis Sgt. Jerry Morgan T /Sgt. Leonard Burton 
1st Lt. Leonard Koehler Sgt. Howard Bailey S/Sgt. Thomas Martin 
1st Lt. John Anderson Sgt. Ben Waterfield S/Sgt. John Sirkot 
1st Lt. Albert Whittaker Sgt. Austin Lentz S/Sgt. Thomas Keever 
2nd Lt. Louis Bost Sgt. Donald Aldrich Sgt. Don Johnson 
2nd Lt. Edward Kopsel Cpl. John Samuels Sgt. Willis Felland 
2nd Lt. Leonard Mapes T/Sgt. Joseph Gregory Sgt. Alfred Wurdeman 
M/Sgt. Harold Pederson 1st Lt. Eugene Lee Sgt. Sam Routolo 
T/Sgt. John Moe 1st Lt. Robert Elmore Sgt. Edward Fitzgerald 
T/Sgt. Joseph Ladd 1st Lt. Phillip Guba, Jr. Sgt. Richard Snyder 
S/Sgt. Charles Troxell 1st Lt. Herman Ernst Sgt. Fred Stegner 
S/Sgt. Gerard King 2nd Lt. Eleutherious Cpl. Woodrow Deffebrio 
S/Sgt. Robert Bolling Eleftherion T /Sgt. Pershing Nichols 
S/Sgt. Frank Rector 2nd Lt. Alfred Domer Cpl. Stanley Clark 

On 4 July, the following were transferred INTO the 422nd: 

2nd Lt. Robert H. Danielson 2nd Lt. Lloyd A. Nixon 2nd Lt. George E. Otto 
2nd Lt. Joseph F. Fiala 2nd Lt. Jack E. Conway 2nd Lt. Herman Kornblum 

On 5 July, the following were transferred INTO the 422nd: 

2nd Lt. Lucius P. Holloman 2nd Lt. Floyd R. Mills 
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On 9 July, the following was transferred IN1D the 422nd: Sgt. Vernon L. Marietta 

On 10 July, the following were transferred OUT OF the 422nd: 

Cpl. Owen S. Redwine 
Cpl. Donald R. Hahn 

Pvt. Morris Aronowitz Pvt. John N. Swanson 

On 11 July, the following were transferred OUT OF the 422nd: 

2nd Lt. Floyd R. Mills 2nd Lt. William B. Thompson 2nd Lt. Milton A. Weinstein 
2nd Lt. Lucius P.Holloman 2nd Lt. William]. Wayland 2nd Lt. Jesse E. Merriman 

On 12July, the following were transferred IN1D the 422nd: 

2nd Lt. Robert V. Davis 
2nd Lt. Albert A. Elbracht 
2nd Lt. William]. James 
2nd Lt. Albert A. Mercer 

2nd Lt. Melvin B. Lakes 
2nd Lt. Richard C. Himelright 
2nd Lt. William Molinari 
F/O James M. King 

F/O Donald M. Shaw 
F/O Jesse H. Jenkins 

On 13 July, the following was transferred OUT OF the 422nd: 

2nd Lt. Edgar E. Merriman 

On 18July, the following was transferred IN1D THE 422ND: 

Cpl. Donald R. Hahn Pvt. John N. Swanson Pvt. Morris Aronowitz 

On 22 July, the following was transferred OUT OF the 422nd: 

S/Sgt. Frank H. Hipsher 

On 30 July, the following was transferred OUT OF the 422nd: 

2nd Lt. Donald W. Allee 

Promotions effective 15 July 1944 were as follows: 

To be Master Sergeant 
T /Sgt. Robert F. Davis 

To be Technical Sergeant 
S/Sgt. Walter B. Clubine, Jr. 

To be Staff Sergeant 
Sgt. Paul Benson 
Sgt. Frank Hipsher 
Sgt. Edgar McLain 
Sgt. Robert Schumaker 
Sgt. DonJohnson 
Sgt. Edward Myros 

Sgt. Chester Szymanski 
Sgt. George Kaytra 

To be Sergeant 
Cpl. Herbert Shapiro 
Cpl. John Parker 
Cpl. Richard Moser 
Cpl. Carl Wick 
Cpl. Paul Doerman 

To be Corporal 
Pfc. Allison Windrow 
Pfc. Bert Adams 

Pfc. Duane Ronk 

Pfc. Edward Ascensi 
Pfc. Vincent Bono 
Pfc. Paul Panza 
To be Private 1st Class 
Pvt. Clayton Zambs 
Pvt.Isadore Berger 

Pvt. Arthur Bittner 
Pvt. George Petrusky 

The following men were required to participate in regular and frequent flights until 
further notice: 

M/Sgt. Harold Pedersen 
M/Sgt. Edwin Thomas 
M/Sgt. William Heintz 
T /Sgt. Pershing Nichols 

S/Sgt. Don Johnson 
S/Sgt. Richard Beebe 
S/Sgt. Bob Schumaker 
S/Sgt. Charles Troxell 
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T /Sgt. Francis Johnson 
T/Sgt. John Moe 
T /Sgt. Albert Wiederspiel 

S/Sgt. Chester Szymanski S/Sgt. Curney Hickey 
S/Sgt. George Kaytra S/Sgt. Joe McCamant 
S/Sgt. Edgar McLain S/Sgt. Ellsworth Craigo 

AUGUST1944 

Our first full month of combat operations was gratifying, but not satisfying, in that it 
proved our training had brought us to the point where we could show results, although 
those results only whetted the appetite of our eagerness. Considering all factors, 
amount of enemy activity, number of aircraft patrolling, GCl vs air crew teamwork, 
inexperience, etc., 3 destroyed and 4 probably destroyed and 1 damaged was nothing to 
be ashamed of and at the same time, with an excess of 200 sorties under our belts, we 
had acquired considerable "know how", confidence and combat experience. 

We had hoped to run our first mission on the anniversary of our activation 1 August, 
but several problems caused postponement until the night of 3-4 August. Pending the 
taking over by 9th Air Defense Command of the defense of the American Sector, we 
were to operate under 21 Sector, the British Sector Control, who were charged with 
the defense of the Cherbourg Peninsula, and the beach head. We were also to be availa
ble for reinforcement to 24 Sector, which controlled the area in which British ground 
forces were operating. 

In addition to our Squadron, there were two R.A.F. Squadrons (604 and 264), based 
on Cherbourg Peninsula, plus those A.D.G.B. Mosquitos based in England and operat
ing generally in the area of LeHarve-Cherbourg-Caen-Avranches. Our effort was ori
ginally set at 8 sorties per night. Later, this was increased to 12, which meant that we 
had 2 aircraft operating during each 4 periods offlying. Control was under 5 G.C.I. and 
COL stations. 

As was to be expected in a situation where the demand greatly exceeded the supply, 
there was terrific competition for the trade, and the control, being British, were rather 
pulling for RAF victories. This was understandable, because of their experience and 
personal relationship existing between their pilots and the controllers, but it did not 
tend to promote good relationship between the two night fighter forces, though in all 
fairness, it must be said that control was uniformly excellent. Other sources of friction 
developed between ourselves and 21 Sector, primarily occasioned by their attitude of 
polite disbelief at our claims and secondly because in their set up in France, there was 
no machinery or any effort made to grade or confirm victories. 

In the U .K., for example, there was a regular set up through AWS, Coast Guard, 
etc., operating through clearly defined channels, whereby the time and location of 
crashed aircraft were relayed to Sector. In Normandy, however, 21 Sector made no ef
fort to confirm or up-date claims, it being left to the individual GCI stations to do what 
they wanted or to the Squadron to prove its victory. Also, the situation where we were 
serving two masters at one time, 9th Air Defense Command and 21 Sector, was any
thing but satisfactory as more than once we got contradictory instructions from both 
parties. On the 3rd August we got going, flying nine sorties from 2200-0500, but except 
for friendly contacts, it was more or less uneventful. Doyle-Williams got pretty badly 
shot up by friendly flak, the first of many such unfortunate incidents. The RAF had 
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always taken a very dim view of the reckless abandon displayed by U.S. and British Ack
Ack gunners and before the end of the month, it was about the only thing we ever did 
agree upon. 

The next night we got our first visual on an enemy ship, a JU88, but no combat en
sued. The Skipper and Pop were chasing a bogey and working through window, when 
another Hun flashed across their bow from port to starboard. Making a sharp tum they 
tried to follow, but lost him in the window. Had we more experience, we might have 
gotten him as he was dropping flares, which at the time did not signify, but which later 
attracted us immediately. 

The next night Axtell and Crew probably destroyed a DO.217, while Sack Gordon and 
Morrison drove a JU88 into the ground. Both were undoubtedly kills, but due to the 
"experience" of the pilots in not positioning the kills and because of 10/10 cloud cover 
which prevented their actually seeing the aircraft strike the ground; the best we could 
claim were probables. AX experienced return fire and was hit, but got in some beautiful 
deflection shooting and the DO.217 went down through the clouds, where AX did not 
choose to follow. Sack dog fought his from around 9,000 feet down to 2,500 feet, when 
the Hun went into a spin. Almost immediately the overcast was illuminated by an explo
sion, and at the same time a Mossie pilot called control and asked which one of our 
chaps meaning (RAF) had gotten a kill. Despite this, 21 Sector, disallowed the kill on the 
grounds that it was ridiculous to presume a victory when no shots had been fired. 

The next night, however, 7 August, we got one for sure. Andy and Morris got on the 
tail of a JU88 over the Bay of Mont St. Michel and he blew up in midair. During the same 
evening, Smith and Tierney latched onto an ME.110 and had a terrific dog fight with him 
all over the place. They hit him with everything and the battle was at such close range, 
they even scraped wings, but though control said he went off their scope, we could only 
claim a probable. When Romens and Morin made it number two the next night, getting 
aJU88 in the Caen area, we were all getting pretty blood thirsty and excited. 

The next encounter came on the 14th when Sack Gordon and Morrison tangled with 
a big bad HE.177 off Barfleur. They both started firing simultaneously and while Sack 
got in some strikes with his first burst, he had to break off as his starboard engine was 
on fire and his hydraulic system had been shot to pieces. Coming back to base, he crash 
landed on one engine with his nose wheel up, thereby tearing up a good portion of the 
PSP landing strip. When the claim was reported to 21 Sector, they promptly accused us 
of shooting at a Wellington or Stirling and it was not until the next morning, when we dug 
some 13 mm. tracers out of our ship that we could make them eat their words, and was it 
an enjqyable 5 minutes! 

On the night of the 18th, Koehler and Bost dropped a DO. 217 in the drink off Bayeux 
after a very difficult chase through the clouds. There was no question on this one either 
and we were beginning to feel rather good about the whole thing. However, this ended 
combat for the month except that Axtell and Crew got another probable on a JU .188 off 
Barfleur. He saw something hit the water where the Hun was going down but there was 
no explosion or fire and we could not get him more than a probable. Again the claim was 
questioned by 21 Sector who claimed that a Mosquito had made a single engine landing 
at Coleme after having been shot at by a P-61. When the R.A.F. investigating officer 
showed up, we listened all too sweetly to his statements, even leading him on to the 
point where he came out and stated that AX was the guilty party. Then we pointed out 
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that even such a supership as a Mosquito could not have made a single engine flight from 
the point where G.C.I. positioned AX's combat, back to Colerne in the time which 
elapsed between the time of the alleged attack and the time when he landed. We then 
told him very politely that as far as we were concerned, the case was closed and sug
gested he go back to the U .K. and start all over again. Unfortunately, we never saw him 
again nor did we ever hear anything further in the matter. 

On the 23rd, we started to work under American G .C.I.'s of the 1st Provisional Air 
Defense Wing as well as MEW belonging to 9th TAC. We ran 7 patrols per night under 
them, generally in the areas East and West of Rennes. Immediately, it became apparent 
that American control, of night fighters at least, was nothing like as good as the British 
(give them that much anyway). However, we did get together and offered constructive 
criticism which we hoped would pay dividends in the future. On the other hand, MEW 
was much better despite the fact that they could not read our IFF nor could they read 
altitude. 

On the non-operating side, there was the novelty of exploring the country side, hunt
ing souvenirs, big dealing for eggs, etc. and surmounting the language difficulty with 
the local madamoiselle. Why no one was hurt is a mystery. There were plenty of land 
mines around and some very narrow escapes, but fortunately no casualties except from 
Calvados. The post was well equipped with a theater for the men where there were 
movies every other night as well as occasional U.S. 0. shows. An Officers Club was also 
in operation and there were a few parties thrown which included nurses from a nearby 
hospital. Many of the personnel went swimming in the Channel and sunny France really 
proved to be delightful. 

On the 23rd our strength was increased by the addition of three more crews while a 
Colonel Severson and T/Sgt. McGarry, his R/O, (both from the U.S. Marine Corps) 
were attached for training. Col Severson was to take over a Marine Night Fighter Squa
dron in the Pacific, after he had secured some combat experience. These were very 
good men and fit in well with the 422nd. 

Also on the 23rd, we received movement orders for removal to A-39 at Chateaudun, 
France, some 75 miles southwest of Paris. Here we would take over the sole defense of 
the American sectors and work wholly under American G.C.I.'s. It was good news as 
we had by now been fighting for U.S. night fighters for defense of U.S. sectors, leaving 
the Mosquitos to take over the defense of the British sector. 

On the 27th, the advance party led by Maj. Pinkerton and consisting of 5 Officers and 
41 Enlisted Men, took off for the new field. It had been planned to fly off A-15 (Mauper
teus) one night and then pack up and fly off A-39 (Chateaudun) the next, but something 
went haywire and we did not receive transportation. The aircraft and air crews flew 
down on the 28th, but the balance of the Squadron did not come in until after the first of 
September, as we had to transport all equipment and personnel with our own MIT (mo
tor transport) which necessitated several shuttle trips. I believe, there was no rain, in 
our movement, for the first time. 

The field at Chateaudun was a beauty and the Engineers had done a great job pat
ching up the huge concrete runways. Actually they were so wide that we never used 
more than 1/2 a runway for night flying. However, the place had been wrecked by 
several heavy strikes by Forts, Libs, A-20's and B-26's, and again we went into tents, 
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except for the Orderly Room gang who managed to appropriate the only remaining 
building for a headquarters. 

On the 6th of August we were reassigned from the 71st Fighter Wing (9th AF) to the 
9th Air Defense Command, 9th Air Force. 

During the month the following were transferred into the 422nd: 

2nd Lt. James G. Musat 
2nd Lt. William A. Wolfs 
2nd Lt. Ethan A. Grant 

2nd Lt. Arthur M. Johnson 
2nd Lt. Perdie Roddenberry 
F/O Milburn V. Adams 

SEPTEMBER, 1944 

By comparison to August, September was a dull month and naturally divided itself 
into two periods-our stay at A-39 (Chateaudun), and that at our new station A-78 
(Florennes, Belgium). Our stay at A-39, while short in point of actual time, was all too 
long, and the Defense of Paris from the air was not as prolific in chases and contacts as 
that same defense was from the ground. It was a pleasant interlude, but we had the 
same feeling there that we had during the latter days at A-15-that the war had passed 
us by. It was the best kind of training for the ground and air crews alike, the experience 
in moving a comparatively short distance without a break in operations was to stand us 
in good stead later, and operationally it provided a splendid opportunity for the newer 
crews to get the feel of the "Widows." Practically our only shot in the arm came from 
the fact that we could see the almost constant and endless string of convoys with head 
lights ablaze, and knowing that because we were airborne, they were high balling to the 
front faster and with more safety, with our air defense. 

On the 3rd, Col. Severson and T/Sgt. McGarry left us, and both officers and enlisted 
men were sorry to see them go. Lt. Guba was named Mess Officer with "Hairbreath" 
Harry Faunce assisting, and thanks to his almost insatiable appetite no less than to his 
putting "big dealing" with the neighboring farmers on a par with Big Business as she 
was in her hey day, the quality of the food showed immediate improvement. Some day if 
his adventure in pursuit of the woman with the farm of 500 chickens are properly re
corded in the vernacular, it will take its place among the gems of Night Fighter folklore 
and humor. 

Lt's Doyle and Williams provided the real thrill during an otherwise dull period when 
returning from A-22 in the AT-6 on the afternoon of the 5th. They developed compass 
trouble and overshot not only the field, but the Loire River as well. Finally realizing that 
they were lost, they started north, but with darkness coming down fast, decided to sit 
down in a pasture, which they did with their usual luck. Before they had the canopy 
open, a Frenchman came pelting up screaming "Boch;' and pointed to a wooded hill 
about 10 Kms. away. Then an English speaking one came up and explained they were on 
the outskirts of Point-Levoy, from which the Boch had withdrawn two days before, after 
shooting about 6 townspeople who were unfortunate enough to look other than sad at 
their going. He, who was actually the No. 1 man in the resistance movement in those 
parts, guaranteed both the safety of the plane and themselves for the night. Whereupon 
some 10 guards armed to the teeth, were set around the AT-6 and they were led off to, 
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• 
Leonard Mapes, P. L. Nichols, Robert Elmore 

THEOOORE JONES WILLIAM ADAMS 
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Jim Postlewaite, Chet Hawley 
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R. A. ANDERSON J. U. MORRIS, JR. 
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• the town where they were feted, touched, kissed, washed, toasted, blessed, and wined 
and dined on two separate occasions during the evening. They were the first Americans 
in the village since early 1919, in addition to which they were officially in the records at 
the City Hall and in documents ceremoniously exchanged, named as liberators and life 
long honorary citizens. All of this was carried on in an atmosphere of alarms and excur
sions, of apprehension, passwords, and guards. The next day, amid the tears and 
cheers of the entire populace, they were escorted to their "avion de chasse" and came 
home to Chateaudun. Some story; this too should go into the gems of Night Fighter 
folklore and humor. 

On the night of the 7th, we booted the ball around the infield badly, with the result 
that the only Hun to be in our sector during our stay, successfully stole home. Nixon, 
Koehler and Spelis all had a crack at him. The first two had mechanical troubles which 
prevented them from coming to grips with the enemy aircraft. Spelis, after chasing to a 
visual, overshot and never got another visual or even AI contact again. It was the first 
Hun that we had gotten a visual on that we had not pumped lead into. 

A-39, Chateaudun, and the surrounding country was a rich vein for the souvenir 
hunters-there being an HE.177, several JU.88's, JU.188's, FW.190's, and ME.109's 
wrecked among the demolished remains of the hangers, and the populace seemed to 
have lots of Hun paraphernalia to trade or sell. The censor did a big package business, 
and thought he knew all the answers until Pappy Harris sidled into the van one day and 
allowed he had something he wanted to send home and asked for advice. The answer 
was in the affirmative, until he disclosed that his souvenir was a grand piano. 

On the 13th, we had a formation in our creased and rumpled Class Pi.s, to honor the 
first recipients of the Air Medal. General Schramm came down and pinned them on in 
person, and it was a most impressive ceremony-impressive in that somehow everyone 
did what they were suppose to do without any screaming mistakes. Afterwards, T. I. 
Jones took the General for a ride in his P-61, and from the way he looked after landing, a 
good time was had by all. 

Thanks to the fact that Yardley I and Channel No. 5 were located in Paris, and to a 
British War Correspondent, Anderson, Mogan, Gordon, "Pop" Montgomery, and
"Doc" Page, were among the first in the Squadron to make their way into Paris. Ander
son, Mogan and Gordon were on deck when "Big Charlie" paraded from the Arc de 
Triamphe to the Place de la Concord, and Pop and Doc big dealed their way via the war 
correspondent. The bicycles, the gals, the ice cold beer, the beds with sheets and all 
the hysteria and gaiety of Paris, after pup tents and 'C' rations-Ooh La La! After that, 
thanks to an arrangement with the owner of a hotel whereby the 422nd personnel would 
be admitted without benefit of orders, air crews made the town every 48 hours and 
were to be found in the street or on the streets practically anywhere within range of the 
Opera. 

One of the P-61 's needed an engine change, requiring engineering to go into Paris 
and to the Air Depot at Villacoublay. On the 15th, Sgts. McCormick, McEwen and Regh 
departed in a jeep. Arriving at the Depot, they were informed there were no 61 engines 
on the continent but thought the R2800 from a P-4 7 was the same thing. McEwen con
firmed this after searching tech manuals and McCormack proceeded to "big deal" a 
much needed new engine. There still being much daylight left they went into Paris to 
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confirm all that the officers had been raving about. On the way back to Chateaudun they 
picked up this nice looking gentleman who just happened to be the mayor of Auneau, 
and who in appreciation for the ride had the three in for a fine French dinner and to meet 
his family. McCormick and McEwen returned late that night-wondering whatever be
came of Simone. 

Also on the 15th we received orders to move the ground echelon to A-78 (Florennes, 
Belgium) about 70 miles south of Brussels, the move to take place the next day.This 
time the orders provided assistance in the form of 20-21/2 ton 4 x 4's, and the resultant 
move with the benefit of transportation, was indeed ludicrous and ridiculously easy. At 
the same time General Schramm advised that we would be expected to do intruder 
work in addition to the usual defensive patrols, as soon as such operations could be laid 
on. Actually, at this time, we were given practically unlimited authority to plan and ex
ecute missions. The Air Echelon flew the Widows up on the 17th, and were greeted 
upon their arrival on the Field by what appeared to be the entire town of Florennes. 
That we did not kill any of them was due more to good luck than good management. It 
was our first encounter with the Belgians, and the liking was mutual. We did, however, 
have a little excitement in the form of taking our first prisoners-two krauts who came 
out of the woods to see what all the excitement was about. 

We had thought Chateaudun was a badly beaten up field, but Florennes really opened 
our eyes. There wasn't a building that was usable without major repairs, except a sun
ken job which was promptly appropriated by the Orderly Room gang. They sure had a 
way about them. The runways were lined with pranged B-24's, B-17's and C-47's and 
could never by any stretch of the imagination, be the super deluxe ones of A-39. The 
advance party, under Maj. Pinkerton, had placed the Squadron area off the northeast 
end of the runway on high ground. Operations, intelligence, the Spy Shack and the per
sonal equipment tent were again set up as a unit on the perimeter. Radio I, Communica
tions, Engineering and Tech Supply were grouped together, further west. Ordinance 
and Armament nabbed a camouflage blast pen, and by night we were ready to operate. 

Tactically, A-78 was a dream. 65 miles from the bomb line, 110 miles from the Rhine 
River, and in about the center of the sector we had to defend. Furthermore, three 
G.C.I.'s were up forward, and so located to give us coverage from Dusseldorf to Strass
bourg. 

Here we were-eager as hell, and ready to go, only to find that there wasn't any 
gasoline. There followed 5 days which would make the "ambulance chasing shysters" 
back home green with envy and admiration. B-24's were at that time ferrying 80 octane 
from the U .K. for trans-shipment to the front, and as has been remarked, the runways 
at their best were not what the B-24 chauffeurs were used to. Our gasoline truck, with 
Lloyd Marshall at the wheel, waited at the far end of the runway from dawn to dusk, and 
the minute a B-24 pranged-of which there were many, or overshot and sank in the 
mud, Lloyd was alongside almost before the crew could get the hatches open, had un
screwed the tops to the gasoline tanks and was syphoning gasoline. Hijacking it was, 
and the language of the unfortunate pilots was simply shocking, but after two days we 
had collected enough to fly 6 or 7 missions-and so we "kept' em flying." Finally gas did 
come and we no longer preyed upon visitors who, however, were rather conspicuous by 
their absence. 
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We started operations again on the 21st, and after a few uneventful nights in getting 
used to flying deep in enemy territory, the G.C.l.'s our own flak and the lay of the land, 

• we at long last connected on the night of the 25th when Sack Gordon and Morrison got 
themselves aJU.188. This time there wasn't any question. It partially exploded in mid
air to the north of the field and Monahan saw the flaming remains come down. Two 
nights later, Lee and Flash Domer got behind an ME .410, but after closing to a visual, 
could not line it up in their sights before they were discovered, and the Hun got the hell 
out of there in a hurry, by what might be termed superlative evasive action. 

On the 23rd, Gen. Schramm paid us another visit and awarded some more medals. 
Because the weather was vile, we could not hold a formation, and so the awards were 
made in the orderly room, at which time he wished us even happier hunting, and we had 
his permission to go after ground targets of opportunity. 

As a result of this new development, the need for intelligence information pecame 
acute. By reason of 95th ADC 's location in Versailles, and the attendant communication 
difficulties-again we were cut off except for carriers-it became urgently necessary to 
make a contact with some source for this information. Accordingly, arrangements were 
made with 9th TAC and 67th Recon Group, as a result of which, four areas for ground 
strafing were laid out-each vital as a communication bottle neck to the battle lines
and G.C.I. procedure, including R/T was worked out. "Gangster" was the code name 
we adopted for the missions, while we were supposed to do intruder missions-attack
ing enemy airfield by night-we felt that such procedure with the facilities at hand was 
not as attractive as the free lancing for target opportunity, and so for the moment, that 
portion of our three part mission was laid aside. 

Meanwhile, on the non-operational side, "tent city" took form. Why we did not 
move into some chateau as our British friends invariably do, will never be clearly under
stood. "Little Scorpions" clubs or reasonable facimilies thereof, mushroomed almost 
overnight, and great was the foraging for material, stores, etc. For a while it was men 
against mud, and the mud almost won-ships getting off the hard surface sank to the 
wings overnight. It was cold, damp, foggy, and really rough. We had a bad two weeks 
with rations and cigarettes ceasing to be a medium of exchange, except for the extreme 
circumstances of seduction. The weather officers took on a new and added importance, 
and the chow was unspeakable. Baths were few and far between-it was 20 miles to the 
public baths at Charleroi, and for the first time, cleanliness certainly was a poor second 
to godliness, and fortunately for all, there was Brussels and 24-48 hour passes. Steaks 
were there, and other things equally alluring-and the liberty run every 48 hours was 
crowded . 

The record for the month was not impressive with: 

282 Sorties 
238 GCI Chases 
150 AI Contacts 
100 Visuals (97 friendly-3 enemy) 
1 - 0 - 0 Claims 
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Promotions for the month were as follows: 

2nd Lt. Leslie L. Craig appointed to 1st Lt. 
To be Technical Sergeant 
S/Sgt. Ellsworth Craigo 
S/Sgt. Curney Hickey 
S/Sgt. Jerry Atmore 
S/Sgt. Joseph McCamant 

S/Sgt. Thomas Martin 
S/Sgt. Harold Coleman 
S/Sgt. Edwin Steadman 
S/Sgt. Stuart Samelson 

To be Staff Sergeant 
Sgt. William (Joe) Thomas 
Sgt. John Wilson 
Sgt. Bennett Crowley 
Sgt. Willis Felland 
Sgt. Francis Myers 

Sgt. Howard Bailey 
Sgt. Donald Aldrich 

Sgt. Fred Stegner, Jr. 
Sgt. Francis McGraw 
Sgt. Robert Zerr 

To be Sergeant 
Cpl. Richard Williams 
Cpl. Bruce Blair 
Cpl. John Samuel 
Cpl. Ted Murray 
Cpl. Art Webley 
Cpl. Joseph Brancato 
Cpl. Audaz Rivera 

Cpl. Dale Samsel 
Cpl. Merle Kipp 
Cpl. Rodger Borgeson 
Cpl. Edward Juchniewic 
Cpl. Harold Stammer 

Cpl. William Rahn 
Cpl. William Hale 

To be Corporal 
Pfc. Verner Anderson 
Pfc. Charles Troxell 
Pfc. John McFarland 
Pfc. Iving Zeit 

Pfc. Edward DeGear 
Pfc. Harvey Ivey 
Pfc. Joseph Piazza 
Pfc. George Petrusky 
To be Private 1st Class 
Pvt. Edward Bienduga 
Pvt. John Swanson 
Pvt. Elliott Wenz 
Pvt. William Gray 
Pvt. Antonio Sbordoni 

On 5th September the following returned after a stay in the hospital: 
S/Sgt. Frank Hipsher 
Cpl. Owen Redwine 

On 10th September the following returned from a stay in the hospital: 
2nd Lt. Edgar Merriman 

On 13th September the following returned from a stay in the hospital:2nd Lt. Donald 
Allee 

On 29th September the following was transferred to the 9th Field Hospital: 
Pvt. Donald Salesky 

OCTOBER 1944 
October was a very busy month, despite the fact that the weather for the first time 

since we had been on the Continent, reared its ugly head, giving us a taste of things to 
come·. As a whole, the month was notable for seeing us return to the 9th Tactical Air 
Command (9th USAAF), for the start of on the deck missions against ground targets of 
opportunity, for the commencing of twilight missions against the "Big Bad Focke
Wulfs ," and for the loss of Doyle & Williams. On the non-operational side, thanks to the 
untiring efforts of Lt. Guba, arrangements were concluded, through the Mayor of 
Florennes, whereby the officers were billeted with various families around town and a 
building was procured for use as an " Officers Club". A couple of P-38 groups arrived on 
the field, which relieved "The Skipper" and his staff of a lot of base functions . Due to 
our transfer to 9th TAC , we were deluged with another wave of correspondents to 
whom night fighting was a brand new toy to investigate. 
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During the first 10 days, we flew our first low-level missions aided by the moon pe
riod, commencing them on the first. An area system was worked out where we felt 
targets of opportunity suitable for us to attack would be located, and in two or three 
nights when the weather was favorable, they certainly gave promise of being lucrative. 
"The Skipper;' Smitty, Jones, "Sack" Gordon, Doyle and Axtell had a picnic all up and 
down the Rhine Valley from Dusseldorf to Strasbourg. It was a godsend in that it gave us 
an opportunity to let off steam, and had the weather been better, our score should have 
been much better. Action in the air started early when Koehler got behind a Me.110 on 
the 2nd-a bright moonlight night. Unfortunately, his gun sight was loused up with the 
result that he fired all his ammo without getting a strike. It was a heart breaker to lose. 
The next night, Spelis got a visual on a JU .188, but due to hard evasive action on its part, 
could not get a shot at it, though he was fired upon. However, on the 4th, Smith and 
Tierney latched onto a Me 410 at 22,000 feet, which they shot down in flames just 
across the lines. This looked like an auspicious start as it was the earliest in the month 
we had yet tasted blood. 

During the night of 6/7, Allee closed two JU.188's into visuals, but could not get a 
shot at either. Were we sunk! However, Spelis, later in the evening, caught an Me.110 
just north of Charleroi and got a probable destroyed out of the encounter. The nose of 
his aircraft was broken by debris from the "Hun," but there was a cloud layer low down, 
which prevented him from seeing it crash. Another tough break as we are sure he never 
got home; when last seen he was going down on one wing, about 2,500 feet up. 

It was about this time that we saw our first "Jet" job; Elmore and Mapes having a 
brush with one which, in spite of all the poop about its poor turning qualities, managed 
to position itself on our tail just as we dove into a cloud. It was close enough for Mapes to 
identify as an Me.163, and Mapes was still sucking wind 24 hours later. Effective the 7th 
we were transferred from the 9th ADC to 9th TAC, and given the mission of protecting 
the 1st and 9th Army areas by night. However, General Quesada also stressed the fact 
that our activities were to be, to a great extent, offensive in nature. From an operational 
standpoint, it was a very logical move, but it was also with sincere regret on the part of 
all flying personnel and staff officers that said goodbye to 9th ADC. After all, when we 
were homeless, they took us in and made us feel as if we were wanted by someone. 
While it was true that they were seriously handicapped by being set up as a ground 
outfit, there was very little we asked for that they did not move heaven and earth to get 
for us. In addition, we had freedom of action in the way of operational planning, that we 
would most certainly never again enjoy. By his interest in us and his many visits, 
General Schramm was universally admired and heartily liked by all. 

During the second 10 days, we lost our first crew. On the night of 12/13, Doyle and 
Williams were assigned an intruder mission over Ostheim-or so it came to us over the 
phone and so they were briefed. However, MEW was instructed to put them over Bonn 
and the last anyone heard from them was "Coleman 29 going down to investigate." 
They were beyond question one of the best teams, in addition to which they were ready 
and eager to take on any kind of a mission at any time. Particularly because they were so 
well liked, no less than because it was our first loss after more than 500 missions, it was 
very hard to take and everyone was really low for some days thereafter. 

As a safeguard against the recurrence of a mistaken point over which our aircraft 
were to be let down, a system of check points, telephone and R/T procedure with MEW 

53 



was devised. Our relations with MEW were also vastly improved by an exchange of 
visits between our flying personnel and the controllers, during which each got a clearer 
understanding of the capabilities and limitations of the other. 

Air action during this period was at its lowest. No "Huns" were seen, though we 
almost knocked ourselves out trying to nab some of the low flying FW190 's and JU. 87 's, 
which were making hit and run raids at minimum altitudes against our front lines. 

On the 11th, when the Colonel, who flew one of the first missions, came into the 
Intelligence Van asking "whether the War was over," there commenced one of those 
strange occurrences which was never satisfactorily explained. For about a week, all the 
big towns along the Rhine River-Dusseldorf, Munchen-Gladbach, Leverkusen, Koln, 
Bonn, and Koblenz were lit up as in peace time and while there were many speculations 
as to the whys and wherefores, no really satisfactory explanation was ever forthcoming. 

As a result of several discussions with 9th TAC, in an endeavor to work out counter
measures against low flying aircraft who were making hit and run raids against the front 
lines generally at dusk and a couple of times thereafter during the night, it was decided 
to put two aircraft over the target area about one half hour before darkness to knock 
down those FW's which were operating after day fighters were on their way home and 
to maintain a patrol over Cologne, Ostheim, Wahn and Bonn during the hours of dark
ness, to prevent German aircraft from taking off from those fields. At first it was de
cided to use P-38's for escort, but this was abandoned after two days. 

Accordingly, we flew our first twilight mission on the 21st with take-off at 1720, with 
Jones, Adams and Guba having the honor. We struck pay dirt almost immediately, when 
they were vectored onto four FW190's carrying bombs. Closing to a visual and finding 
one flying slightly below and to the left of the other three, T. I., despite the unfavorable 
position he was in in respect to the other three, moved in and shot him down before the 
other three knew what had happened. Adams and Guba had a few bad moments, as 
when Jones opened fire, the other three FW190's were some 200 feet directly over
head. Decidedly too close for comfort. This was the first victory under 9th TAC and it 
seemed like it was a long time in coming. 

Three days later, with flying called off during the interim, the Colonel and Pop, on the 
same early mission, picked up three FW's flying in a very loose formation. Closing in on 
the leader, "The Skipper" brought him down in two burst, despite the intense light flak 
which damaged his "Widow." 

On the 28th, the Colonel, again flying the early mission, ran into eight FW190's again 
carrying bombs. Due to an unfavorable position, he could not engage but he did succeed 
in breaking up the formation. As a result of these three encounters, the "Hun" became 
more wary and stopped sending his fighter-bombers in at last light. 

Our last encounter with the "Hun" for the month took place when Allee got behind 
another JU.188, only to have his guns cease firing after the first two or three rounds. 
The nose wheel door was not perfectly closed; when he shot, he shot off the door which 
in tum broke the firing circuit on the guns. 

Shortly after, he gave Mark Murphy of Air News the ride of his life-ground strafing 
plus a belly-landing. Axtell broke his leg in the fracas at a neighboring bar. "Gentlemen, 
my leg's broken, so one at a time, PLEASE!" It was tough to lose him, as he was 
another pilot who is good for any outfit; always ready to take on anything. 

At a ceremony held in front of operations, Air Medals were presented to the last of 
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the flying personnel to receive them and eight crew-chiefs, who had been on flying sta
tus as aerial engineers. 

From a flying standpoint, our operations can be summed up as follows: 
Nights operational - 18 non-operational - 13 
Sorties flown - 163 
GCI provided 131 chasesAI contacts secured on 68Visuals obtained on 35 - 20 friendly, 
10 enemy and 5 unidentified. 

The record for the month was: 

Aircraft 
Locomotives 
R/R Cars 

Destroyed 
3 
2 

26 

P/D 
1 
0 
0 

Damaged 
0 
0 

140 

The following named officers were missing in action on 12 October, 1944: 

1st Lt. Donald]. Doyle 
2nd Lt. Norman N. Williams 

The following E.M. was re-assigned to the Squadron in October: 

Pvt. Donald Salesky 

The following officers were promoted in October: 

2nd Lt. Theodore Jones to 1st Lt. 
1st Lt. James Montgomery to Captain 
1st Lt. Eugene Lee to Captain 
2nd Lt. Donald Allee to 1st Lt. 
2nd Lt. Louis Bost to 1st Lt. 
1st Lt. Leonard Koehler to Captain 
2nd Lt. Robert Bolinder to 1st Lt. 
2nd Lt. Lewis Gordon to 1st Lt. 
2nd Lt. Raymond Romens to 1st Lt. 
1st Lt. Raymond Anderson to Captain 
1st Lt. Robert Elmore to Captain 
F/O Eleutherious (Lefty) Eleftherion to 2nd Lt. 
F/O Bernard Orzel to 2nd Lt. 
F/O Robert Graham to 2nd Lt. 

The following E. M. promotions were made effective 1st October: 
To be Master Sergeant To be Staff Sergeant Cpl. Cyril Gillan 
1st Sgt. Ronald Scott Sgt. Tony Logan Cpl. Guy Fields, Jr. 
To be Technical Sergeant Sgt. Ed Mante Cpl. Verner Anderson 
S/Sgt. Richard Beebe Cpl. Charles Troxell Cpl. Norman Olshansky 
S/Sgt. James Shepler Sgt. Vincent Rodak Cpl. James Bilenki 
S/Sgt. Joe Sherwood Sgt. Al Wurdeman To be Corporal 
S/Sgt. Ed Jevyak To be Sergeant Pfc. Tony Sbordoni 
S/Sgt. James Doyle Cpl. Robert Hansen Pfc. Arthur Bittner 
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Pfc. Carl Baumgartner 
Pfc. Isadore Berger 
Pfc. William Freeman 
Pfc. Solomon Zelnick 
Pfc. Jose Salazer 

Pfc. Harold Hass 
Pfc. Clayton Zambs 
To be Private 1st Class 
-Pvt. Bernard Kushman 
Pvt. Donald Salesky 

Pvt. John Rinkus 
Pvt. James Masters 
Pvt. Roland Roberts 
Pvt. Stanley Rulkiewicz 

The following men were authorized to wear the Good Conduct Medal: 

T /Sgt. Harold Coleman S/Sgt. Bob Schumaker Sgt. Ed Hofkamp 
T /Sgt. Robert Miccucio S/Sgt. Frank Hipsher Sgt. Ben Waterfield 
T /Sgt. Ruel Foley S/Sgt. John Sirkot Sgt. Jack Hensley 
T /Sgt. Thomas Martin S/Sgt. Ed Mante Sgt. Cark Wick 
T/Sgt. Joseph Gregory S/Sgt. William (Joe) Thomas Sgt. Roy Irwin 
T /Sgt. Joe McCamant S/Sgt. Vincent Rodak Sgt. Bruce Blair 
T/Sgt. Richard Heggie, Jr. S/Sgt. John Wilson Sgt. Merle Kipp 
T /Sgt. Albert Wiederspiel S/Sgt. Charles Troxell Sgt. Cyril Gillan 
T/Sgt. Joseph Ladd Sgt. Joe Brancato Sgt. Norm Olshansky 
T /Sgt. Richard Beebe Sgt. Vincent Loveland Cpl. Donald Bentz 
T /Sgt. Ed Jevyak Sgt. William Capps Cpl. Woody Deffebrio 
T/Sgt. Joe Sherwood Sgt. Jerry Morgan Cpl. Bennie Burdette 
S/Sgt. Howard Bailey Sgt. Terence Donegan Cpl. Ed Foster 
S/Sgt. Charles McEwen, Jr. Sgt. Ted Murray Cpl. Richard Carr 
S/Sgt. Robert Balling Sgt. Adelbert Eldredge Cpl. Rodger Goodale 
S/Sgt. George Kaytra Sgt. Fred Parrott Cpl. Stan Clark 
S/Sgt. John Dwyer Sgt. Lawrence Fleming Cpl. Loren Skoug 
S/Sgt. Tom Keever Sgt. William Rahn Cpl. George Tunis 
S/Sgt. Willis Felland Sgt. Bill Freeman Cpl. Irving Zeit 
S/Sgt. Gerard King Sgt. Cecil Richeson Cpl. Saul Weinbaum 
S/Sgt. William Hall Sgt. Billy Guess Cpl. Tony Sbordoni 
S/Sgt. John McCormick Sgt. Audaz Rivera Pfc. William Gray 
S/Sgt. Don Johnson Sgt. William Hale Pfc. Bernard Kushman 
S/Sgt. Edgar McLain Sgt. John Samuel Pfc. Elliott Wenz 
S/Sgt. Francis Myers Sgt. Albert Hill Pfc. Roland Roberts 
S/Sgt. Frank Wyman, Jr. Sgt. Rothmir Silliman Pfc. John Wisniewski 
S/Sgt. Frank Rector Sgt. Ellis Hankins Pfc. Donald Salesky 
S/Sgt. Robert Zerr Sgt. Clifford Steffan 

The following were authorized to wear one clasp to their Good Conduct Medal: 
M/Sgt. William Heintz T/Sgt. Curney Hickey T/Sgt. Allen Lawrence 
T/Sgt. George Tarassoff T/Sgt. James Doyle T/Sgt. William Gregory 

The following men were authorized to wear the aviation badge "Air Crew Member." 
M/Sgt. Harold Pederson T /Sgt. Pershing Nichols T /Sgt. F. 0. Johnson 
T /Sgt. John Moe T /Sgt. Edward Jevyak S/Sgt. Robert Schumaker 
T /Sgt. Richard Beebe T /Sgt. Joseph Sherwood 
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NOVEMBER 1944 

And they talk about the monsoon season in the C. B. I. ! As a result of rain on 28 out of 
the 30 days in November, our little oasis at A-78 became a reasonable facsimile of the 
great dismal swamp. It was a battle to keep the squadron area from disappearing alto
gether, but by the end of the month, "Pinkerton's Gravel Commandos" had saved the 
day. Operations were seriously handicapped and the standby status, plus the rain, con
tributed not a little to the general raw edge that began to appear in the tempers of a 
great number of the personnel. 

The first ten days were uneventful-there were some promotions among the officers 
and enlisted men and the usual number of correspondents. Operationally, it was also 
dull-the Hun showed little signs of activity beyond a few hit-and-run raids about dusk. 
Jets, however, were increasingly active, though no encounters were reported. We were 
given the task of harassing the German road and rail communications east of the 
Hurtgen Forest under the 584 control, but the weather was so poor that nothing was 
accomplished. 

On Armistice Day (11th), Monsiegor Rolin, the Mayor of Florennes, who, on behalf 
of the town, had officially adopted the Squadron, asked us to represent the Army at the 
Armistice Day festivities. Major Pinkerton, Captain Whitmer and Captain Page did the 
honor at the cemetary and also during his speech at the monument. Afterwards, at a 
lunch at his house, it was decided to play Santa Claus to the 515 kids in the town. 

During the second ten days, the last of the Flight Officers were promoted to 2nd 
Lts., but otherwise our non-flying life was uneventful. A good deal of effort was spent in 
improving the squadron area against the colder, damper and windier days which "Rain
Drops" said were bound to come and big dealing such things as coal, potatoes, etc. 
Plans were initiated to set up a club for the E.M. The Mayor made the Cafe des Sports 
available, since the proprietor was a collaborationist. During the meeting of the Enlisted 
Men, Bolling was elected President of the newly named "Club Umbriago"; McGraw, 
Vice President; Wilson, Treasurer and Shepler, Secretary. Dues were fixed at 25 francs 
for all but the first three grades, who were to be taxed at 50 francs. It was planned to get 
a French couple to take care of the place. 

Operationally, the quiet was only broken when Captain Spelis got behind a HE.111, 
only to overshoot before being able to position himself to open fire. V-1 and V-2 bombs 
were seen in increasing numbers, one going off on the outskirts of Florennes and a 
number coming over the field. Because of the poor weather and the dark of the moon 
period, opportunities to go after ground targets were few and far between, though Lts. 
Burleson, Bolinder and Smith did get in some effective cracks against M/Y and German 
rail traffic. 

The last third of the month, was highlighted by the squadron's big night, a 
Thanksgiving dinner which was by far and away the best dinner we had enjoyed on that 
side of the water; the big venison barbeque; and the departure of four crews who were 
the forgotten men. Everyone was sorry to see them go, but it was their own salvation. 
It was a clear example of the folly of sending replacements to an operational outfit who 
had never flown the aircraft they were suppose to fly. We had no time to check them out 
and stay operational at the same time. 
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Work was also started Of\a mess hall; something that was desperately needed. 
From an operational stand, R. A. Anderson was sent to 9th TAC to act as liason offi

cer in an effort to correlate information received from all sources into tactics against 
ground and air targets. Also the impending bomber operations passed from the rumor 
stage into a concrete fact with the arrival on the 28th of seven A-20's. As with any inno
vation in offensive tactics, the mental anguish and usual bitter bitching came, for the 
most part from the few who were content to amass clusters of clusters for sorties, 
which invariably showed "uneventful, no joy" under Section E of the Mission Report. 
However, when the seven wrecks arrived, their condition gave food for some sober 
thought-one was a veteran of 90 missions; none were equipped with oxygen and all 
were pretty well beaten up. Thus another challenge was presented to Engineering with 
the need for added crew chiefs beyond that called for in the T / 0. Past special schooling, 
received by EdJevyak, Bob Schumaker, Ted Murray, Charles McEwen, Carl Wick and 
others at the Douglas A-20 school in Santa Monica, California, became a real asset to 
the squadron as these A-20G's were really in rough shape. 

The night of the 26/27 saw Churchill Wilcox making his first appearance as Duty I. 0. 
and things really started to pop. The first two missions were quiet, but then Smitty 
dropped a "Buzz Bomb" about 1/2 mile from a Marmite for first blood for the month, 
and hit another which only made it seem to go faster. Word then came in that Bolinder 
had gotten himself a HE.111, almost in 425th territory, and was closing in on another. 
Close in he did, but after sitting 200 feet under the bogie for 15 minutes, could not 
reconcile certain features with any German plane, so he played "rather than be sorry" 
and broke away. Subsequently he was sure it was a ME .110, which was something in the 
way of a miracle to the two "Krauts" who, but for the Grace of God, should have joined 
their ancestors. Then Captain Lee closed in on a ME.110, but only damaged it when the 
nose wheel doors partially opened and were shot away, breaking the circuit and render
ing his guns useless. Break number two for the Hun, but by this time Wilcox was in a 
dither. Ernst then got himself his first , again almost in 425th territory and to cap this 
very satisfactory evening, Smitty, on his second mission for the night, pranged another 
HE.111 squarely on a "Boch" village. The explosion and consequent damage to prop
erty was the completion of a very satisfactory carron shot. All these planes, according 
to G.C.I., were launching platforms for the V-I's, though the buzzies, had gone before 
we arrived. In addition to this, the moon and good visibility made it possible for us to 
have a very enjoyable evening on the deck to the detriment of the German Railroad 
System. 

From a flying standpoint, our operation for the month of November can be summed 
up as follows: Nights Operational-18; Non-Operational-12 

Sorties Flown-143 
G.C.I. Chases-92 
Al Contacts Received-64 
Visuals Obtained on 39; 29 friendly; 7 enemy; and 3 unidentified. 
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Claims Destroyed PID Damaged 
Aircraft 3 0 1 
Locomotives 3 0 4 
Railroad Cars 0 0 95 
Factories 0 0 1 
Warehouses 0 0 1 
MIY Switching Towers 0 0 3 

The following officers received the Air Medal or clusters, during the month of No
vember, for missions flown or aircraft destroyed: 

3rd Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal: 

Lewis Gordon-ale destroyed 25126 September '44. 
Creel Morrison-ale destroyed 25126 September ' 44. 
Paul Smith-ale destroyed 25/26 September '44. 
Robert Tierney ale destroyed 25/26 September' 44. 

Air Medal for missions flown: Edgar Merriman 
1st Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal for missions flown: 

Donald Allee Roy Siegle 
Richard Heggie, Jr. Bernard Orzel 
Richard Himelright Joseph Fiala 
William Molinari, Jr. Delbert Dow 
George Otto Lloyd Nixon 
Herman Kornblum Jack Conway 

2nd Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal for missions flown: 
Donald Doyle (MIA) Leonard Mapes 
Richard Himelright Donald Allee 
William Molinari, Jr. Roy Siegle 
Eugene Lee Richard Heggie, Jr. 
Alfred Dorner Norman Williams (MIA) 
Delbert Dow Tadas Spelis 
Thomas Burleson Eleutherios Eleftherion 
William Monahan Robert Bolinder 
Robert Elmore Robert Graham 

3rd Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal for missions flown: 
Raymond Anderson Raymond Romens 
John Morris, Jr. Joseph Morin 
Herman Ernst Tadas Spelis 
Edward Kopsel Eleutherios Eleftherion 
Theodore Jones Oris B. Johnson 
William Adams, Jr. James (Pop) Montgomery 

4th Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal for missions flown: 

Paul Smith Leonard Koehler 
Robert Tierney Louis Bost 
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Robert Danielson 

James Postlewaite, III 
Chester Hawley 
Paul Smith 
Robert Tierney 
Eugene Axtell 
Joseph Crew 
Bernard Orzel 

Eugene Lee 
Alfred Dorner 
James Postlewaite, III 
Chet Hawley 
James Morgan 

Lewis Gordon 
Creel Morrison 



On the 5th the following men were transferred into the 422nd: 
Pfc. Donn C. Groson Pvt. George A. Feldhiser Pvt. Joseph H. Fuchs 

On the 6th the following men were transferred into 422nd: 

Pvt. Orlando G. Aquero Pvt . Raymond E. Boyd Pvt. Joe Salazar 
Pvt. Thomas W. Brinn Pvt. William O. Brooks Pvt. Frank W. Kalinorsky 
Pvt. Frank D. Belmonte Pvt. Charles G. Steward 

On the 6th the following men were transferred out of the 422nd: 

Cpl. George A. Petrusky Cpl. Zigmand Waryas Cpl. Charles Wishart 
Cpl. Richard Burkmire Cpl. Gale M. Connelly Cpl. Salvatore Scudiero 
Cpl. Elia R. D'Errico Cpl. John T. Latch 

On the 11th the following men were transferred out of the 422nd: 

Pvt. Jack G. Regh Pvt. William H. Whited 

On the 16th the following man was lost to the hospital: Cpl. Raymond A. Worden 

On the 16th the following men were transferred into the 422nd: 
Sgt. Kopler A. Anderson Sgt. Florian]. Godlewski Cpl. Clyde H. Threw 
Pvt. Joseph F. Fink Pvt. Roy L. Seaman Pvt. Joseph]. Jarmoska 
Pvt. Herbert R. Harless Pvt. Joseph D'Virgillo 
Sgt. Howard W. Croasdale Pvt. Lawrence Simon 

On the 16th the following officers were transferred out of the 422nd: 
2nd Lt. Robert V. Davis 2nd Lt. James M. King 2nd Lt. James G. Musat 

2
2ndd LLt. AEthahn A. Grant 2nd Lt. Perdie Roddenbery F/O Milburn V. Adams 
n t. ut ur M. Johnson 

The following officers were promoted in November to the following: 

2nd Lt. Thomas Burleson to 1st Lt. F/O William Monahan to 2nd Lt. 
2nd Lt. Roy S. Siegle to 1st Lt. F/O Donald Shaw to 2nd Lt. 
F/O Joseph Crew to 2nd Lt. 

The following men were promoted to the grades indicated: 

To be Sergeant Pfc. Nicholas Howanec Pfc . William Gray 
Cpl. George Tunis Pfc. Gordon Ehnert Pfc. Arthur Scamara 
Cpl. Loren Skoug Pfc. Peter Buttacavoli Pfc. Ralph Robinson 
To be Corporal To be Private 1st Class Pfc. Jack Skipper 
Pvt. John McCormick Pvt. Morris Aronowitz Pfc. Keenan Stringer 
Pfc. Elliott Wenz Pvt. George Crutchfield Pvt. Roland Kirkpatrick 
Pfc. John McCoy Pfc. James Tupper, Jr. Pvt. George Nunley 

In November the following men were authorized to wear the Good Conduct Medal: 

Sgt. Edward Fitzgerald 
Sgt. Vernon Marietta 
Sgt. Sam Ruotolo 
Cpl. Harvey Ivey 
Cpl. Paul Panza 

Cpl. Thomas Roberts 
Cpl. Nicholas Howanec 
Sgt. Verner Anderson 
Cpl. Howard Cosden 
Cpl. Carl Baumgartner 
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Cpl. Harold Hass 
Sgt. Raymond Hill 
Sgt. Lloyd Marshall 
Sgt. Art Webley 
Cpl. CecilJohnson 

Cpl. Louis Pate 
Cpl. Isadore B~ 
Cpl. John McC 

The followin 
T /Sgt. Paul Doj 
S/Sgt. Leroy H 
M/Sgt. Lee Ha 
M/Sgt. Harold 
T/Sgt.Ellswort 
T/Sgt. Francis! 
T/Sgt. Pershin, 
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Cpl. Louis Pate 
Cpl. Isadore Berger 
Cpl. John McCoy 

Cpl. Edward Ascenzi 
Sgt. Richard Snyder 

Cpl. Gordon Ehnert 
Cpl. Clayton Zambs 

The following men were authorized to wear one clasp on their Good Conduct Medal: 
T /Sgt. Paul Downey, Jr. Sgt. James Robison T /Sgt. Stuart Samelson 
S/Sgt. Leroy Hess Sgt. Alvin Strong S/Sgt. Charles Coons 
M/Sgt. Lee Harris Sgt. Austin Lentz S/Sgt. Ira (Frank) Myers 
M/Sgt. Harold Pedersen Cpl. Nicholaus Weleshko Sgt. Wilmer Femisse 
T/Sgt.Ellsworth Craigo Cpl. Albert Martynowicz Sgt. Norman Krupp 
T /Sgt. Francis Johnson T /Sgt. Edwin Steadman S/Sgt. Tony Logan 
T /Sgt. Pershing Nicholas M/Sgt. Ronald Scott Sgt. Dale Samsel 
S/Sgt. Paul Benson M/Sgt. Clarence Latham Sgt. Henry Wurier 
S/Sgt. Francis McGraw T /Sgt. Jerry Atmore Cpl. Marshall Sigler 
S/Sgt. Edward Myros T/Sgt. Walter Clubine, Jr. 
Sgt. Arthur Eemisse T/Sgt. John Miller 

DECEMBER 1944 

The last month of the year sure went out in a blaze of action, glory and anxiety, not 
only for us, but for the 12th Army Group. In retrospect, it seemed to be crammed with 
action from the first to the last day. Though our loses were heavier than ever before, we 
went a long way toward proving to ourselves that, given HUNS, we could shoot them 
down, and in the last analysis it was only the lack of aircraft, radar equipment, and of 
requested modifications which prevented us from further fattening our batting average 
and at the same time from going over to the offensive, when striking power by night, or 
on days when day fighter-bombers could not operate, were most urgently needed. 

The lack of aircraft was a serious thing, particularly since it occurred in the face of an 
almost all out German air effort. It seemed beyond all comprehension that in the 5 mon
ths we had been operational, we had been able to receive only one replacement aircraft. 
There were times during the German breakthrough when we were operating with only 
4 aircraft, each flying 3 and 4 missions a night. All our aircraft had over 300 combat 
hours on them in addition to the reduced efficiency of the radar by at least one-third. 

Furthermore, had we been equipped with bomb racks and extra fuel tanks, and had 
we had radar set up for blind landing, we not only would have saved 4 ships which were 
lost, but our striking power in support of ground forces might have been the straw that 
would have broken the back of Von Rundstedt's offensive sooner. 

The disadvantage of being a bastard squadron, rattling around among groups of 
groups, outweighs on the supremely practical considerations of supply and main
tenance, the more appealing advantages of individualism, responsibility and freedom of 
action, even more so when you are the first of your kind in the theater and flying a new 
and untried aircraft. 

In retrospect, however, we are convinced we did a good job. There were less than 10 
"HUNS" that we ever saw that we did not damage or destroy, but we had sincere re
grets that our employment was so limited. Could we have operated as we wanted to, 
from the beginning, offensively, we honestly believe that we could have established a 
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record comparable to the finest of any unit in the Air Forces. We had the organization 
and we had the best in flying and ground personnel. (All this to contradict those histo
rians who would condemn the USAAF Night Fighters efforts.) 

The month of December started off very auspiciously. On the 1st, the weather being 
by some miracle CAVU at the same time as the moon period, and the G.A.F. being 
conspicuous by its absence, we went down on the deck and by the end of the evening 
had pranged a goodly number of trains, barges, factories, warehouses, etc., up and 
down the Rhine Valley from Cologne to Koblenz. Unfortunately, we lost "Nipper" 
Nixon and Jack Conway on the last flight of the evening, somewhere southwest of Co
logne. "Going down to investigate, see you in 20 minutes;' was their last message to 
Marmite. But the clock stopped for them before it could tick off those minutes . 

Meanwhile, the "422nd Air Force," came into being, with the formation of "Bomber 
Command." Spelis was C. G. of the unit which included, Elbracht, Shaw, Gordon, Crew, 
Himelright, Molinari, and Lefty. A system of radar bombing was worked out with S-2 
Section and Marmite, including R/T procedure and the men of Engineering, Ordinance 
and Communications managed to get the "7 old men" so they would at least get off the 
ground. Their first mission was the dropping of leaflets on the 5th and dropping them 
betweenJulich and Lianich. 

At the officers meeting on the 4th, two new crews were introduced to the Squadron. 
Clusters of clusters to the Air Medal were given out, and Pinkerton and Luke were 
awarded the Bronze Star for meritorious service in direct support of combat opera
tions. 

That evening Andy andJ. U. Morris dropped their second HUN, an He.111, just as 
the "Kraut" was relaxing in the thoughts of Frankfort, his beer and his babe. He went 
down in flames about 10 miles northwest of Frankfort-Rhine, and it was the earliest in 
the month that we had gotten a kill. Things were looking up and the Doc sharpened up 
the long needle and really sunk it in. 

The following week was highlighted by the "Battle for Cafe Un-briago" (Alias "Cafe 
des Sports"). It got under way with Guba and Les Craig and company trying to evict the 
two madams, who, when the Germans were in town, ran their army brothel. Despite 
proper papers, the wenches just refused to get out, so after preliminary vocal skir
mishes, which accomplished exactly nothing, Guba then got together "Task Force 
Guba," comprising some of the Squadron weaklings, such as Burton, Hess, Hofkamp 
and others and took the place by storm. 

The action was short and decisive. At the end, the women were literally on their 
fannies in the street, but rumor had it that Hess was sporting a beautiful shiner, when he 
connected with a flying mop. In any event, the place was theirs, and plans were laid for 
their Christmas party, to which the Officers contributed the gin portion of their rations. 

At the same time collections were being made for the Children's Christmas Party to 
be held on the Sunday afternoon before Christmas, Madame Rolin (the Mayor's wife) 
took over the organization of the local workers and had tickets printed for the kids, 
which not only looked impressive, but also were designed to prevent repeaters. We 
planned to give them hot chocolate and cookies to eat on the spot, plus 2 bars of candy, 
some chewing gum and assorted hard candies to carry away with them. It was pretty 
meager according to our standard of Christmas and our hearts went out to these young 
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children because we had not more to give, but Madame Rolin assured us it was more 
than they had had in 4 years. We decided then to do the same for the 70 or so old people 
on New Year's Day 1945. 

Meanwhile, Doc Whitmer had big-dealed a lot of eggs and by scouring the country
side, found enough rum and cognac to provide the wherewithal for an egg-nog Christ
mas and New Year's Eve party for the Squadron. Most of us were experiencing our first 
Holiday season away from home and loved ones, and it was indeed rather sad; but we 
found many things to rejoice in; God had been gracious to keep most of us safe and to 
provide us with that which we really needed for sustenance and we thanked Him for 
that. 

Things were thus proceeding along a very even tenor of existence with everyone's 
mind on Christmas, crews going on combat leaves to England and Paris, the us_ual bitch
ing about the mail situation, the chow, the weather and the lack of "HUNS" when all of a 
sudden things began to pop. 

The night of the 16th opened up uneventfully enough, though there seemed to be 
more than the usual reports of flares, bogies which could not be closed to visuals, air
craft flying with navigation lights on and lights on the ground. By midnight, Koehler, 
who was at Combat Ops, phoned to say that a lot of activity was to be expected, though 
even then 9th TAC did not know it was the "Big Push," now known as the "German 
Breakthrough:' Bolinger, shortly after 0100, caught up with one of the flying navigation 
light jobs and found it to be a FW190, which he shot down forthwith. The next three up 
got terrific workouts but principally on low flying stuff with no tangible results. Then 
Boly and Shorty went up on a 2nd mission and in about 30 minutes got themselves a 
Me.110, a He.111 and another probable He.111. The Heinkle was being used as a trans
port, as windows were seen along the fuselage when it flamed. So Boly and Shorty were 
the first to pull the "hat trick" in one night and the S-2 van was like the lock'er room after 
the Sugar Bowl Game. Meanwhile, Elmore and Mapes slipped in sort of quiet like and 
allowed that they had got themselves aJu.88. That tied our record of 28 November and 
no one went to bed. It was by then evident that real big things were happening and that 
the German Air Force (GAF) was out in unprecedented strength. Finally, Herman 
Ernst and the "Mouse" crashed through with a JU.87, the first of those low and slow 
flying Junkers we had been able to get. 

By the next day, we all realized this was it. Leaves were cancelled and everyone 
worked like mad to get our aircraft serviceable. "/\' Flight, running true to form, was 
unable to break into the scoring column, though there was "beaucoup" activity. All the 
Cologne Plain, from the front lines to the Rhine and from Dusseldorf to Koblenz, was a 
blaze of convoys, beacons were blinking all over the place and flares were popping like 
the 4th of]uly. We had solved the HUN system of navigation aids and by 1000 had spot
ted their lP beacon, but poor old'!{ Flight flubbed around all night long. 

The following night was bad as far as weather was concerned with waves of fog ebbing 
and flowing around A-78. In view of the activity we put up ships but the cost was heavy. 
The Col, "Pop" and "Slugger" Merriman and Dow were diverted to A-92, where they 
landed just ahead of and between a strafing JU. 88 and a pursuing Mosquito; they were 
pretty nearly caught in the middle, but got down okay. Siegle and Allee also tried to get 
in, but control at A-92, panicked at the enemy activity, and refused permission to land. 
So, they went to A-84. After making 3 passes Siegle got down, 1/2 mile off the runway 
and another P-61 was written off to the weather. When they cut him out about an hour 
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later, he was miraculously unhurt, except for shock and minor cuts and bruises . Orzel 
emerged from the wreckage without a scratch. Allee and Heggie , orbiting while Siegle 
was trying to get in, decided they could not make it and was last heard from over R/T, 
telling A-84 control they were going to try somewhere else . What happened from then 
on no one knows, but they crashed 4 miles east of the field and both were killed. The 
plane was in bits and pieces . Here's where that excess range afforded by drop tanks 
would have saved the lives of two flyers and left us two more aircraft to work with. 

For the next three nights, we were grounded and had to take it while Von Rundstedt's 
wave laped ominously westward. Our Belgian host started sweating out the advance 
and our departure . Despite the gathering storm, and the impotence of the Air Arm, the 
kids party was held on the 23rd and it was hard to tell, from the noise and general enthu
siasm, whether the big kids or the little ones had the better time. 

On the 22nd we stepped out of our roll , doing an armed recon by day to Malmedy, St. 
Vith and return, discovering a sizeable German column making for the Meuse River, 
some 32 miles from our field at A-78 . We tried to get off some missions, but only one 
reached the target area on account of weather. That night we flew 2 missions, diverting 
to B-58, a hardship for Elmore-Mapes , Smith-Tierney, who spent several days in Brus
sels, weathered in. Moe and Lenny dropped their second, a Me.110, though "Killer" 
Elmore, making certain of his kill, did not open fire until the range was closed to less 
than 100 feet and his "Widow" came off second best when they flew through the explo
sion. 

On the 23rd coming out from the kids' party, the eastern horizon drummed with gun
fire and that night the sky was alive with flashes. Alarms and excursions were less than a 
dime a dozen. The field was put on a two hour alert, everyone was at one time packed 
and ready for instant departure; then word came down from Headquarters that the field 
was to be defended at all cost. Evacuation and defense plans were drawn up and "Pink" 
and his "Gravel Commandos" were given the sector between Ro see and Corenne roads 
to defend. Everyone went around armed to the teeth and it was a wonder that someone 
wasn't shot, as most had not used their weapons since leaving Orlando, Florida, except 
in deer hunting; and what were we to do with small arms against Von Rundstedt's 
forces? Everyone was restricted to the post, which meant good-by to Dr. Whitmer's 
egg-nog party and the EM's party at the club. Oh well there was always Ira (Doc) Myers 
190 proof stuff. 

The weather broke at long last on the 24th and the "Peashooters" ran an endless 
chain to the target area; they could drop their eggs and hardly leave the pattern. That 
night we got in the air, most everyone went down and strafed, including "Bomber Com
mand." J. W.and Mogan got a probable JU.88, while Smith-Tierney got their 3rd. Con
trol was poor-Marmite was out and Disco had no range. We were sure wishing for the 
accustomed familiarity of Marmite's control as there was plenty of trace. 

Christmas day was that in name only, though we did have our turkey at A78 
(Florennes), instead of on the run. For the second day, the day boys gave the HUN 
something to remember them by and that night "Bomber Command" again strafed at 
low level, with pretty fair results, considering the fire power of 4-50 Cal 's. Burleson
Monahan and]. W. Anderson-Mogan each got a victory, thereby redeeming themselves 
for the night before when each let a HUN get back to tell the tale; but'/\ Flight's luck 
still was on the ebb. However, the situation generally was better and there was a definite 
feeling that the crisis had passed, but it had been a very near thing. 
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For the third successive month, the 26th proved a big night-just about everything 
happened. Smith-Tierney became the second team to get a double on one Sortie, 
JU.188's, making them the first American Night Fighter Aces, with 5 to their credit. 
Then Ernst and Kopsel got another, a JU .188, for their 3rd victory and the "Battle Ax," 
flying with Orzel, celebrated his return to flying by also getting a pair. That tied our 
record and we had our fingers crossed, but no one else could come through with the 
winning kill. Bomber Command again took out the decrepid A-20's for a low level straf
ing of the breakthrough area and got into some Boch transport and troup bivouacs, we 
hoped, with telling results. On the debit side, however, we saw "Pete" Himelright shot 
down in flames nine miles NIE of the field (at Bioul), Molinari bailing out successfully. 
Danielson and Fiala proved that there is no future in overshooting, even a Stuka. They 
were shot up and Fiala wounded. Thinking him unconscious, and unable to bail out, 
Danny turned in a beautiful performance by landing in an ammo dump just inside the 
lines, near Marche. He was hurt in the process and found Fiala had vamoosed. He was 
later picked up safely, except for a wound in his leg. To afford variety, a HUN in a Me.110 
made a pass along the Line, Communications, Intelligence, Operations and the Squa
dron area, being attracted and directed by the lights of a jeep and a weapons carrier, 
coming from the mess hall. Had he been 50 feet just to the right he would have gotten a 
big bag as both the S-2 van and Operations were crowded to the hilt. As it was, Water
field, Keaton, and Aldrich learned the hard way that it doesn't pay to drive with lights on 
clear nights. Waterfield losing a leg to a 20 mm H.E. shell and the other two being pretty 
badly wounded. 

The HUN circled to make another pass and was brought down by "M' just north of 
the field. It was a beautiful example of the preaching by Intelligence Section, but there is 
no future in, "asses that make 2 passes." This "Bed check HUN" had been around 
before, or so thought some of the men who say he made a pass at them one night while 
engineering was changing a tire down on the runway. 

The 27th was the last of flying for us during 1944, and Spelis and Lefty at long last got 
their Me.110, after the heartbreak of several probables and damages. The Skipper and 
Pop got their second, a JU .188 and Ernst damaged a JU .88 before he shot his nose 
wheel door off, the third case of the door thing within two months. "Sack" and Crew, 
after two straight crackups in A-20's were diverted to A-92, could not get in and bailed 
out over Maastricht. They went to England for a well deserved rest. 

We were grounded by weather the rest of the year, and by reason of an improvement 
in the general situation, Doc Whitmer finally mixed up his egg-nog. Spelis, Lefty, Bost, 
Jones and Adams got orders for a 30 day leave in the U.S.A., while the Night Fighter 
Ace Team, Smith and Tierney, were slated to go home for good, leaving behind them a 
real record to shoot at. 

In five months of operations, we had built up a number of firsts. 
1. The 1st American Night Fighter Squadron to be operational in the European The-

ater. 
2. The 1st to fly the P-61 in this theater. 
3. The 1st American Night Fighter Squadron to get a victory in the E.T.O. 
4. The 1st American Night Fighter Squadron to bring down a "Buzz Bomb." 
5. The 1st American Night Fighter Squadron to provide a team with 3 victories in one 

night. 
6. The 1st American Night Fighter Squadron to carry bombs. 
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7. The 1st American Night Fighter Squadron to provide an Ace Team. 
8. The leading Night Fighter squadron in the USAAF in the point of victories. 

Summarized below are the months operations; Nights Operational 19 
Non-Operational 12 
Sorties Flown 192 
GCI Chases 261 
AI Contacts 169 

(35 friendly-7 U/A-4 Jets-34 enemy) Visuals 80 

Destroyed P/D Damaged 
Enemy Aircraft 16 1 2 
Locmotives 3 0 1 
RR Cars 0 0 57 
Factories 0 0 6 
Motor Transports 1 0 7 
Bombs dropped 55 x 500 lbs 

The following were K.I.A., M.I.A., or wounded as indicated during December: 

2nd Lt. Lloyd A. Nixon 
2nd Lt. Jack H. Conway 
1st Lt. Donald W. Allee 
T /Sgt. Richard L. Heggie 
S/Sgt. Donald R. Aldrich 
Sgt. Ben F. Waterfield 
Pvt. Donald K. Keaton 
2nd Lt. Richard L. Himelright 
2nd Lt. Joseph F. Fiala 
2nd Lt. Robert H. Danielson 

M.I.A. 
M.I.A. 
K.I.A. 
K.I.A. 
W.I.A. 
W.I.A. 
W.I.A. 
K.I.A. 
W.I.A. 
W.I.A. 

Awarded the Bronze Star Medal: Major Jack C. Pinkerton 
Captain Ernest P. Luke 

Order of the Purple Heart: S/Sgt. Donald Aldrich 
Sgt. Ben Waterfield 
Pvt. Donald Keaton 

1st Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster 
to Air Medal for Missions: 

2nd Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster 

Lt. Edgar Merriman 
Major George Reynolds 

to Air Medal for Missions: Lt. Lloyd Nixon 
Lt. Jack Conway 
Lt. William Elbracht 
Lt. Melvin Lakes 
Lt. Jesse Jenkins 
Lt. Donald Shaw 
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1 Dec. 1944 
1 Dec. 1944 

19 Dec. 1944 
19 Dec. 1944 
26 Dec. 1944 
26 Dec. 1944 
26 Dec. 1944 
26 Dec. 1944 
27 Dec. 1944 
27 Dec. 1944 

Lt. George Otto 
Lt. Herman Kornblum 
Lt. Robert Danielson 
Lt. Joseph Fiala 
Lt. William James 
Lt. Albert Mercer 

( 

3rd Bronze Oak 
Medal for 

3rd Oak Leaf Cl~ 
to Air Medal 

4th Bronze Oak 

to Air Medal for 

4th Bronze Oak 
to Air Medal for 

1st Silver Oak U 
to Air Med 



ictories. 
al 19 

12 
192 
261 
169 
80 

Damaged 
2 
1 

57 
6 
7 

1g December: 

1 Dec.1944 
1 Dec.1944 

19 Dec. 1944 
19 Dec. 1944 
26 Dec. 1944 
26 Dec.1944 
26 Dec.1944 
26 Dec.1944 
27 Dec. 1944 
27 Dec. 1944 

;eorge Otto 
-Ierman Kornblum 
<obert Danielson 
oseph Fiala 
i\lilliam James 
Ubert Mercer 

3rd Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to Air 
Medal for Aircraft Destroyed: 

3rd Oak Leaf Cluster 
to Air Medal for Missions: 

4th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster 

Lt. Bolinder 
Lt. Robert Graham 

Capt. Robert Elmore Lt. William Molinari 
Lt. Donald Allee Lt. Leonard Mapes 
Lt. John W. Anderson Lt. Bernard Orzel 
Lt. Roy Siegle Lt. George Otto 
Lt. Joseph Crew Lt. Delbert Dow 
Lt. Himelright Lt. Thomas Burleson 
Lt. Herman Kornblum Lt. William Monahan 
T/Sgt. Richard Heggie, Jr. 

to Air Medal for Aircraft Destroyed: Captain Robert Elmore (16 Dec.) 
Lt. Herman Ernst (26 Nov.) 

4th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster 
to Air Medal for Missions: 

1st Silver Oak Leaf Cluster 
to Air Medal for Missions: 

Lt. Edward Kopsel (26 Nov.) 
Lt. Leonard Mapes (16 Dec.) 
Capt. Raymond Anderson (4 Dec.) 
Lt. John Morris (4 Dec.) 

Capt. Tadas Spelis Lt. Robert Bolinder 
Capt. Eugene Lee Lt. Raymond Romens 
Lt. Theodore Jones Lt. Roy Siegle 
Lt. William Adams Lt. Robert Graham 
Lt. Alfred Dorner Lt. Joseph Morin 
Lt.James Mogan Lt. Donald Allee 
Lt. James Postlewaite Lt. John Anderson 
Lt. Chester Hawley Lt. Joseph Crew 
Lt. William Molinari, Jr. T/Sgt. Richard H~ggie 
Lt. Bernard Orzel Lt. Richard Himelright 
Lt. George Otto Lt. Herman Kornblum 
Lt. Elutherios Eleftherion 

Capt. Raymond Anderson 
Capt. Leonard Koehler Lt. Herman Ernst 
Capt. Tadas Spelis Lt. Theodore Jones 
Lt. Paul Smith Lt. William Adams 
Lt. Louis Bost Lt. Edward Kopsel 
Lt. Robert Tierney Lt. John Morris 
Lt. Robert Bolinder Lt. Creel Morrison 
Lt. Lewis Gordon Lt. John Anderson 
Lt. Robert Graham Lt. James Mogan 
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6th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to 
Air Medal for Aircraft Destroyed: Lt. Paul Smith 

6th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to 
Air Medal for Missions: 

7th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to 
Air Medal for Aircraft Destroyed: 

7th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to 
Air Medal for Missions: 

8th Bronze oak Leaf Cluster to 
Air Medal for Aircraft Destroyed: 

Lt. Robert Tierney 
Lt. Robert Graham 

Capt. Leonard Koehler 
Lt. Louis Bost 

Lt. Robert Bolinder 
Lt. Robert Graham 

Lt. Herman Ernst 
Lt. Edward Kopsel 

Lt. Robert Bolinder 
Lt. Robert Graham 

The following Officers were promoted 

Lt. Robert Bolinder 
Lt. Herman Ernst 
Lt. Edward Kopsel 

Lt. Lewis Gordon 
Lt. James Mogan 

in December to the indicated rank: 1st Lt. Ernest P. Luke to Captain 
2nd Lt. William G. Adams, Jr. to 1st Lt. 
2nd Lt. Creel H. Morrison to 1st Lt. 
2nd Lt. Robert E. Tierney to 1st Lt. 

The following Enlisted Men were promoted in December: 

To be Sergeant Cpl. James Reed Pvt. Abraham Chinitz 
Cpl. Louis Pate Cpl. John Obrzut To be Private 1st Class 
Cpl. John McCormick Pvt. Laurence Pratt Pvt. Orlando Augero 
Cpl. Bennie Burdette To be Corporal Pvt. Charles Wilson 
Cpl. Donald Hahn Pfc. Roland Roberts Pvt. William Hale 
Cpl. Donald Bentz Pvt.Karl Holmguist Pvt. Stanley Clark 

The following men were authorized to wear the Good Conduct Medal: 
S/Sgt. Donald Aldrich Cpl. Albert Keen Pfc. Floyd Ray 
S/Sgt. Haden R. Riggens Cpl. John McFarland Pfc. Robert Sylvester 
Sgt. Roger Borgeson Cpl. Jose Salazer Pfc. George Nunley 
Sgt. Paul Deerman Pfc. Theodore Keep Pfc . Charles Wilson 
Cpl. Vincent Bono Pfc. Charles Pfender 

The following were transferred into the 422nd during December: 
2nd Lt. Donald W. More Pvt. Lawrence H. Pratt 2nd Lt. Fred E. Burnett 
F/O Joseph A. Hass Pfc. Francis E. Pepin F/O Clifford E. Brandt 
2nd Lt. Charles H. Griffing 1st Lt. Eugene Axtell (Returned) 

The following were transferred out of the 422nd in December: 
T/Sgt. Richard Beebe 1st Lt. Harry Faunce 
Sgt. K. A. Anderson Cpl. Frank Roberts 
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Briefing at Florennes, Belgium 

A more relaxed time 

Gen. Elwood Quesada decorating Col. 0. B. Johnson 
(Florennes, Belgium 1944) 
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A more relaxed time 

Modern Facilities 
in Florennes 

John Anderson and mud 
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Florennes, Belgium 
Winter 1944/45 

Lady Gen 



Thanksgiving Dinner 1944 
(L-R) Ed Ascensi, Paul Wheeler, Fred Parrott, Joe Thomas, Ed Bienduga, 

Sam Ruotolo, Ken Tidwell 

Col. 0. B. Johnson with crew chiefs and flight chiefs at Bronze Star awards. 
Front Row (L-R)-Richard Beebe, Harold (Doc) Pederson, F. 0. Johnson, 

Edward Jevyak 
Rear(L-R)-Joe Sherwood, P. L. Nichols, 0. B. Johnson, Bob Schumaker, John Moe 
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Mess clean up at Florennes, Belgium 

Building Mess Hall in Florennes 

,. 

Aerial view of 
422nd Squadron Area, 

Florennes, Belgium 
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Jerry Morgan, Leonard Koehler, Louis Bost, Charles Troxell 
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"Lovely Lady" (Before) 

Fred Parrott, Chet Szymanski 
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"Lovely Lady" (After) 

"Battle Axe" in the snow 

Crew Chief Thomas Martin 
(Pre-flight) 
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Martin 

JANUARY 1945 

From every standpoint, January was an all time low in the life and activity of the Squa
dron. To begin with, the weather was foul and on nights when we were ready and willing 
to fly, Ops advised that we were being kept on the ground by 9th TAC, to save our 
strength-for what God alone must have known, for no one else would say. The G.A.F. 
was up in strength on four nights during the month, while we milled around trying to 
make up our minds whether or not to get airborn. 25 sorties during the 31 days tell the 
story more eloquently than words. 

Operationally, the month belonged to Axtell and Morris. They accounted for every 
claim the Squadron had during the month, a fact which, in their shy retiring way, they 
never let the other flying personnel forget, thereby pouring 100 octane on the already 
smouldering fires. Small though it was, we did have the consolation of getting the first 
American Victory for 1945, and perhaps the first Allied one, when "Ax" and "J.U." 
sent a Ju.88 down in flames at 0300, 1st January 1945. Ernst and Kopsel had a prior 
claim when they got behind a Stuka, but unfortunately, a recurrence of the nose wheel 
door "bug" resulted in their getting only a "damaged" on their own aircraft. 

Bright and early on the first, R. A. Anderson, Spelis, "Lefty," Jones, "Okie;' and 
Bost checked their B4 bags into the command car and started on the first lap of a 30 day 
leave back in the U.S.A. By great providence, they all caught the same plane from Paris 
and some 20 hours later were in New York, and therefore the first true "short snor
ters;' in the Squadron. As a result of their leaving, A & B Flights were reorganized with 
7 crews each, while "Pistol Shot" took over "Bomber Command," which was re
vamped to include Jones, Merriman, and Otto and their respective R/O's. At the same 
time we made plans to extend the scope of our Bomber Command operations to include 
leaflet missions and flare dropping artillery adjustment missions. 

On the 4th we got a commendation from the Commanding General of the 101st Air
born Division at Bastogne, Belgium, for having hauled the Luftwaffe off their aching 
backs during the night of 25/26 December 1944. "For the excellent quality of air protec
tion afforded to his command ... (when) Night Fighters on several occasions broke up 
and drove off German Night Fighter attacks on his positions ... the high degree of effi
ciency and proficiency of employment of the night air weapon as demonstrated by the 
422nd Night Fighter Squadron, reflects great credit both to the personnel thereof and 
to the 9th Air Force:• 

Our last stimulating dose came about a week later when a report disclosed that the 6 
RAF Night Fighter Squadrons got 20 victories during the month of December, while 
our lone outfit, operating with 1/10 of the aircraft, had destroyed 18 in the same period. 
Shades of a glorious past. 

With the exception of sheer melodrama and two missions by Axtell and Morris, the 
remainder of the month's operations, when they infrequently occurred, were a tragedy 
of errors. During the moon period, they found some 200 "Hun" motor transport milling 
around Stadtkyll-part of the column was having considerable difficulty negotiating the 
icy hill leading out of the town while the rest were streaming east. Axtell did his best to 
give those going up hill a boost, circling around to clobber those on the flat.His efforts 
were not appreciated by anyone in the vicinity, but our boys who became so enthusiastic 
about the whole thing that they made 8 passes. Fortunately, they lived to tell the tale at 
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interrogation, but it's no wonder that Intelligence Officers grew grey quickly in E.T.O. 
The curtain went up on the melodrama when amid very hush-hush circumstances, a 

colonel from 9th Army arrived to discuss the possibilities of accurately dropping one of 
his agents behind the enemy lines on a very high priority mission. After a study of his 
needs, we decided the mission could be laid on and accordingly the "Pigeon" arrived in 
town closely guarded by a couple of sergeants who appeared thoroughly competent to 
handle any situation. The M.P.'s promptly smelled a rat and though serious conse
quences were averted, they were far from satisfied at our guarantees. After sweating 
out several false alarms due to weather and once when the engines wouldn't start, the 
"Pigeon" flew away on the 16th. He was a Luxenbourger, formerly engaged in running 
'things' across the border, but when dressed in the opera bouffe costume of a German 
railway worker and equipped down to the last detail with German bread, cheese,ci
garettes,clothing, etc., he surely looked the part.His orders were to kill anyone who 
accosted him other than fellow railroad workers-with a long wrench! To add to his trou
bles, of briefing on the mission, it was his first 'aeroplane' ride and consequently the 
first time he had ever seen, much less used a parachute. However, he disappeared into 
the snow and darkness through the hatch with a nonchalant "Bon soir-a bientot." 

This excitement had scarcely subsided when the prize rumor of the month became 
audible-that we were to receive and fly 8 British Beaufighters. Whereupon followed 
the usual indignation meeting in Ops, with the air-crews beating their gums as well as 
their breasts and making a show of turning in their wings. As it turned out 8 Beaufigh
ters did arrive on the 14th, but they were staffed by crews from the 417th N.F.S. who 
had come into the continent via North Africa and were stationed in Marseilles, France. 
After months of lean pickings in that area, they were licking their chops at the prospect 
of running into 'Huns' in the air and on the ground and did not seem unusually depressed 
by the fact that they were, by our air crews statements, flying death traps. However, it 
was a beautiful example of SNAFU, as after hanging around for 6 days, they went back 
to their own station without so much as flying a N .F. T. It was too bad as they were eager 
as hell and such was the apathy of our flying personnel, that competition might have 
been better than anything the two "Docs" could have prescribed. 

On the 17th, Smitty and Tierney packed all their worldly goods and left for the 
U.S.A., not to return-Smitty, to take over other duties and Bob Tierney to try again to 
get his pilot's wings. Their loss to the Squadron was impossible to replace-willing, 
able, modest, dependable and good, they had 53 missions, amassed a record of 5 
'Huns' and one Buzz Bomb destroyed, 1 'Hun' probably destroyed or damaged, and 
over 135.railroad cars and locomotives destroyed or damaged on the ground. It was a 
record which would stand for a long time on the books of this Squadron and probably 
ranks them among the leaders in any American Night Fighter Unit. As of this writing in 
June of 1982-this statement still holds true. 

On the non-operational side, the new T/O & E had to be put into effect during Janu-
ary. The new TIO dated 4 September 1944, in brief provided for a strength of 238 
enlisted men (the same as under the original) and 50 officers (an increase of 9 over the 
original) of which 4 were staff combat crews. There was a downgrading of 20 persons in 
the various sergeants categories and a readjustment in the T /E insofar as it applied to 
motor transport. 

During the month we did have a pleasant respite from the mud; snow and freezing 
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weather prevailing for all but 6 days. When the Germans left Florennes (A-78) they 
burned most all buildings but left behind some building materials such as plumbing and 
some 4' x 8' insulated wooden slabs which served as floors and sides for our tents , 
making them quite comfortable in the extreme cold. That winter in Europe (1944/45) 
was so bad that it was not surpassed in extreme until the winter of 1980/81. There re
mained a problem in the Squadron area, with fox holes filled with water, freezing over, 
and then snow camoflaging them to such an extent that after a few drinks at the clubs 
and upon returning to the Base, the men kept crushing through the ice covering the fox 
holes and suddenly sobering up. Also with the latrines being so remote from the tents 
and with fresh snow almost daily, the men became proficient in writing their names in 
the snow, thus making it easy for Col. Johnson to identify the culprits as he inspected 
the Squadron area. 

The set up on the field was altered as the 370th Fighter Group (P-38) left for another 
base while the 365th Fighter Group (P-47) took their place. 

Meanwhile life went along with both the EM and officers Clubs providing at least a 
warm dry place where one could drink and play cards in comparative comfort. Our rela
tions with the Belgians continued to be of the best. Paris and Brussells were again 
thrown open for 48 hour passes and during the month , a number of crews went back to 
England on leave. One enlisted man, Jack Skipper, went home for 10 days under emer
gency return provisions. 

On the 29th, the first of 12 crews and P-61 aircraft of the 414th N .F.S., who were also 
veterans of Africa, Sardinia, Corsica and who had been based 15 miles east of Pisa, 
Italy, arrived to reinforce us in connection with the drives from the west. All in all, they 
brought 26 officers and 40 enlisted men and wonder of wonders, a P-61 equipped with 
bomb racks. 

The operational results for the month of January are summarized as follows: 

Nights operational 9 Non-operational 22 
Sorties flown 26 Aborts 5 
GCI Chases 41 AI visuals 28 
(13 friendly, 2 enemy and 2 U /1) 

Claims for the Month of]anuary: Enemy aircraft 1 
Motor Transports damaged 75 

Promotions for the Month were as follows: 
To be Staff Sergeant To be Corporal 
Sgt. Richard Snyder Pfc. Morris Aronowitz 
To be Sergeant Pfc. James Masters 
Pvt. Joseph A. Gregory 

Pfc. Stanley Clark 
Pvt. Joseph Fink 

The following new Squadron Aircraft Accident Committee 
was appointed on 4th January. 

*Major George Reynolds 
Capt. Leonard Koehler 
1st Lt. John W. Anderson 
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The following men were authorized to wear one clasp on their Good Conduct 

Medal: 
Sgt. Harold Stammer 
Sgt. Leo Weiss 

Sgt. Richard Williams 
Sgt. Thomas Maragos 

The following men were authorized to wear the Good Conduct Medal: 
S/Sgt. Fred Stegner Sgt. EdwardJuchniewicz Cpl. Paul Wheeler 
S/Sgt. Chester Szymanski Sgt. Herbert Shapiro Cpl. Dick Woodward 
S/Sgt. Alfred Wurdeman Sgt. James Reed Cpl. Duane Ronk 
Sgt. Guy Fields, Jr. Cpl. Bert Adams Pfc. Elton Bryant 
Sgt. Charles Hall Cpl. Arthur Bittner Pfc. Andy Bolin, Jr. 
Sgt. Robert Hansen Cpl. Kenneth Tidwell Pvt. Richard Gibbons 

Due to change in T/0 & E, the following men were authorized to taxi and to operate 
aircraft engines: 
M/Sgt. William Heintz 
M/Sgt. Harold Pedersen 
M/Sgt. Ed Thomas 
T/Sgt. Ruel Foley 
T/Sgt.Ellsworth Craigo 
T /Sgt. Curney Hickey 
T/Sgt. Ed.Jevyak 
T/Sgt. F. 0. Johnson 

T/Sgt. T. C. Martin 
T/Sgt. Joe McCamant 
T /Sgt. Bob Miccucio 
T/Sgt. John Moe 
T /Sgt. P. L. Nichols 
T/Sgt. Joe Sherwood 
T /Sgt. Al Wiederspiel 
S/Sgt. Willis Felland 

S/Sgt. Don Johnson 
S/Sgt. George Kaytra 
S/Sgt. Ed. McLain 
S/Sgt. Bob Schumaker 
S/Sgt. Chet Szymanski 
S/Sgt. William Thomas 
S/Sgt. Charles Troxell 

Due to change in T/0 & Ethe following were authorized to operate aircraft engines: 
S/Sgt. Bert Crowley Sgt. Jerry Morgan Sgt. Carl Wick 
S/Sgt. Ed Mante Sgt. Norm Olshansky Sgt. George Tunis 
S/Sgt. Frank Myers Sgt. Fred Parrott Cpl. Ken Marshall 
Sgt. Bruce Blair Sgt. Cyril Gillan Cpl. Vince Bono 
Sgt. Joe Brancato Pvt. Vern Anderson Cpl. P. Buttacavoli 
Sgt. Ted Murray Sgt. Cliff Steffan Cpl. Art Scamara 
Sgt. John Samuel Sgt. Art Webley Pfc. Stephen Simco 

In January the following officers received promotions as indicated: 
2nd Lt. James Mogan to 1st Lt. 
2nd Lt.John Morris, Jr. to 1st Lt. 
2nd Lt. Robert Danielson to 1st Lt. 

2nd Lt. Edgar Merriman to 1st Lt. 
2nd Lt. George Otto to 1st Lt. 

The following were transferred into the 422nd during January: 
1st Lt. RusselVan Dyke 2nd Lt. Frank Graning F /0 Edward Tasillo 
2nd Lt. Richard Skoglund F /0 Raymond Carlson 

The following were transferred out of the 422nd in January: 
Sgt. Lawrence Pratt Sgt. Ben Waterfield Pfc. Roland Kirkpatrick 
Pvt. Jack Regh 1st Lt. Howard Brown Pvt. Lester Wilson 
Pvt. William Whited 

GONE HOME: 1st Lt. Paul A. Smith 
1st Lt. Robert E. Tierney 
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH AIR FORCE, ADVANCED 

APO 696, U.S. Army 
27 December 1944. 

SUBJECT: Commendation for 422nd Night Fighter Squadron. 

TO: Commanding General, IX Tactial Air Command, APO 595, U.S. Army. 

It gives me great pleasure to pass on to you the gratitude and thanks of the Com
manding General of the 101st Airborne Division for the excellent quality of air protec
tion afforded his command during the night of 25-26 December. He reports that 
German fighters had caused them serious trouble by bombing and strafing on the night 
of 24-25 December. However, the following night, Allied night fighters on several dif
ferent occasions broke up and drove off German night fighter attacks upon his positions. 
He forwards the thanks of the whole command for a job well done. The high degree of 
efficiency and the proficiency of employment of the night air weapon as demonstrated 
by the 422nd Night Fighter Squadron reflects great great credit both to the personnel 
thereof and to the Ninth Air Force. 

By command of Major General VANDENBERG: 

ls/Robert M. Lee 
ROBERTM. LEE 
Colonel, Air Corps 
Deputy CG, Opns 

1st Ind. A-J-1 
HEADQUARTERS, IX TACTICAL AIR COMMAND, Officer of the Commanding 
General, APO 595, U.S. Army, 2January 1945. 

TO: Commanding Officer, 422nd Night Fighter Squadron, APO 595, U.S. Army 
To the above commendation I wish to add my own sincere appreciation for the excel

lent work which has been accomplished by your command. It is realized that the out
standing success which you have achieved is the result of each and every member of 
your organization devoting his undivided attention to the task at hand. Your enviable 
record is most gratifying and should be the source of great pride to each officer and 
enlisted man of the 422nd Night Fighter Squadron for it clearly demonstrates the spirit 
of team work and unselfish cooperative effort which you have attained. 

Army 

"A TRUE COPY" 
0. B. JOHNSON 
Lt. Colonel, Air Corps, 
Commanding, 422nd N.F.Sqdn. 
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FEBRUARY 1945 

February though slightly better than January in point of operational results was dis
appointing in that it was the second month since we became operational that we did not 
get a victory in the air. We had two opportunities, but muffed both. Thanks, however, to 
the aircraft and personnel of the 414 th N. F. S., for the first time we had an adequacy of 
aircraft and crews. 

During the first week there was one night of action where on the 4th the "Hun" made 
a pass at Aachen. Goodrich and Lane of the 414th, on their first mission, dropped a 
JU .87 under the most adverse conditions-hard evasive action at minimum altitude
thereby demonstrating their ability. Lakes got visuals on a JU .188 and a JU .87 but failed 
to fire a shot. Bill Jones came through with a fine bit of work when his radio went out 
enroute to a bomber target. He went on across the fence, dropped his bombs and 
landed safely at A-82. On the return trip he was spotted by the AA Radar who tele
phoned the tower who put up a canopy-an excellent example of teamwork by all con
cerned. 

The second week saw us discard defensive patrols entirely to devote our time to 
intruders. The object was to extend around the clock the hammering of the east and 
west lines of communication east of the Rhine and to interdict north and south move
ments as well. Two areas were laid out: the southern one which followed road and rail 
traffic from Koblenz, Limburg, Wetzlar, Siegen, Siegburg, Bonn, and Koblenz; and the 
northern route which ran from Sieburg, Bach, Olpe, Attendorn, Siegen, Bonn to Co
logne. Unfortunately, weather prevented any operations except bombers, so the ex
periment could not be tried immediately. Skogie and Tasillo furnished the only real topic 
of conversation when they walked into Ops one night and announced, "We came to a 
sudden stop." Let it never be said that the English are masters of understatement. Suf
fice to say in making an approach he hit a hill and totally demolished an A-20. It is also not 
an understatement to say that they are living on borrowed time. 

Bad weather continued to plague us the third week. Aside from Bomber Command, 
only two intruder missions were flown. Axtell and Morris broke the ice for 30 MIT's on 
the southern run, while Pappy More and Jim Haas also found paydirt in the form of rail 
traffic in the same hills. The thoroughly enjoyable evening of More and Haas was rudely 
interrupted some four minutes after crossing the Rhine westbound when an unidenti
fied aircraft knocked out the port engine, cracked the port main wing span, punctured 
the port oil tank, destroyed two-thirds of the port rudder and made the horizontal stabi
lizer look like a coarse collindar. After making base safely, a British type 20mm semi
armor piercing and incendiary shell was removed from the port engine nacelle. Looked 
as if there were a species of mosquito flitting around Germany. 

On the 22nd, James and Daehlen of the 414th saw the big push of the 9th and 1st 
Armies commence with the historic artillery barrage at exactly 0300 hours. On the 
night of the 24th we flew a record number of sorties-29 out of 33 being successful. 
That night the G.A.F. made an all out effort to destroy the Roer River bridges and 
though we waded through streams of flak, both hostile and friendly, we could not tag a 
single one. 

On the 27th we lost]. U. Morris-M.I.A. He and Ax had been making themselves 
thoroughly obnoxious up and down the Rhine from Bonn to Koblenz.At Bonn they were 
hit hard by flak which set the right inboard tank on fire and knocked out the radio.Johnny 

80 

was wounded and 
heat in the R/O's 
extent of his wom 
impossible to figu1 
distinction of bein 
pable of bailing ou 
over Euskirchen, 
bition of determir 
78). 

On the non-opl 
largely to the acq1 
long, dark, damp 
vote of thanks for 
work involved in s 
average and atten 
music with our m 
more palatable. E 
dron than the sue 

Our morale go1 
and the U.K. wer 
the possibility of~ 
places as they we 

The lucky nom 
Brussels at least , 

On the 12th, ar 
called to Chantilly 
was keenly felt by 
an advancement i 

Other items o 
squadron area; th 
and the return to 
the end of the mo 
Charleroi, and a r 
the date of depar1 

The month clo: 
attack by enemy 
amount of milling 
attempt at the re, 

A summary of 

Nights Operatior 
A-20 Sorties & A 
Tons of bombs di 
P-61 Sorties & A 
GCI Chases 
AI Contacts 
Visual 14 (12 frie 



results was dis
ll that we did not 
nks, however, to 
d an adequacy of 

the "Hun" made 
;sion, dropped a 
·mum altitude
JU.87 but failed 
s radio went out 
l his bombs and 
iRadar who tele-
1work by all con-

vote our time to 
~ of the east and 
and south move
fed road and rail 
Koblenz; and the 
en, Bonn to Co
jbers, so the ex
he only real topic 
, "We came to a 
rstatement. Suf
l-20. It is also not 

~her Command, 
f for 30 MIT's on 
n the form of rail 
Haas was rudely 

[
hen an unidenti
span, punctured 
horizontal stabi
rpe 20mm semi
nacelle. Looked 

: the 9th and 1st 
0 hours. On the 
~eing successful. 
iver bridges and I could not tag a 

.king themselves 
: Bonn they were 
the radio.Johnny 

• was wounded and bailed out somehwere north and west of Bonn-probably when the 
heat in the R/O's compartment became unbearable. Were it not for the fact that the 
extent of his wounds plus the loss of one shoe present unknown factors which make it 
impossible to figure his chances, we would not hesitate to predict that he would have the 
distinction of being our first evader. Ax meanwhile, thinking he was wounded and inca
pable of bailing out, took his flaming comet of a ship towards home-incidentally passing 
over Euskirchen, enroute, where he was hit again and again-and by an incredible exhi
bition of determination and skill, brought the ship to a belly landing at home Base (A-
78). 

On the non-operational side, our everyday life became a little more pleasant, thanks 
largely to the acquisition of a movie projector which afforded entertainment during the 
long, dark, damp and cold evenings. In this connection, the squadron owed Ted Keep a 
vote of thanks for his determination and persistence in procuring the projector and the 
work involved in setting it up in the Mess Hall. To date, the shows have been better than 
average and attendance good. Keep was also responsible for inaugurating a practice of 
music with our meals which went a long way towards making the bad food somewhat 
more palatable. By these two acts alone, Keep accomplished more good for the squa
dron than the succession of Special Service Officers had been able to do in a year. 

Our morale got a strong stimulating shot when it became known that Brussels, Paris 
and the U. K. were to be thrown open for leaves. When the rumors started concerning 
the possibility of such leaves, there was a wild rush and much big dealing for the coveted 
places as they were limited to 9, 12 and 7, respectively. 

The lucky nominees after negotiating some master pieces of high finance found that 
Brussels at least exceeded even their fondest expectations. 

On the 12th, another of the old guards left the squadron. "Doc" Kenny Whitmer was 
called to Chantilly to operate the 9th AF eye clinic, and the loss of him and his services 
was keenly felt by the squadron. However, it was a great opportunity for him both from 
an advancement standpoint as well as enabling him to practice his particular specialty. 

Other items of interest was the setting up of a daily system of inspections of the 
squadron area; the selling of doughnuts and coffee on the line, thanks to the Red Cross 
and the return to the squadron of Tony Logan and Aldrich from the hospital. Towards 
the end of the month the enlisted men commenced laying plans for a dance to be held in 
Charleroi, and a premature anniversary party was held at the Officers Club celebrating 
the date of departure from New York. 

The month closed with a field exercise calling for the defense of the airfield against an 
attack by enemy paratroopers. While we managed to "capture" a jeep load, from the 
amount of milling around, it was evident that we were wide open to even a small scale 
attempt at the real thing. 

A summary of the month's operations is as follows: 

Nights Operational-17 Non-Operational-11 
A-20 Sorties & Aborts 59-6 
Tons of bombs dropped 57-3/4 Tons 
P-61 Sorties & Aborts 51-4 
GCI Chases 34 
AI Contacts 22 
Visual 14 (12 friendly-2 enemy) 
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Claims for February: 
Enemy Aircraft 0 
Motor Transport 3-39damaged 
Railroad Cars 5-127damaged 

Locomotives 4-15damaged 
Towns 0-ldamaged 
Marshalling Yards 0-ldamaged 

1st Lt.John U.MorrisJr.-Missing in action, 28 February 1945. 

The following were awarded the Bronze Star Medal for 75 missions without a me-
chanical abort: T/Sgt. Francis 0. Johnson (Crew Chief) 

T/Sgt. EdwardJevyak (Crew Chief) 
S/Sgt. Robert Schumaker (Crew Chief) 
S/Sgt. Don Johnson (Crew Chief) 

Distinguished Flying Cross was awarded the following: 
Lt. Col. Oris B.Johnson-Extraordinary Achievement 
1st Lt. Paul A. Smith-Extraordinary Achievement 

The 3rd Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following for 
m1ss1ons: 
2nd Lt. Melvin Lakes 
2nd Lt. Jesse Jenkins 

1st Lt. William James 
2nd Lt. Albert Mercer 

The 1st Silver Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following for mis
sions: 
1st Lt.Thomas Burleson 
2nd Lt. William Monahan 

1st Lt. James Postlewaite 
2nd Lt. Chester Hawley 

The 6th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded to the following for 
IDISSIOnS: 

1st Lt. Eugene D. Axtell 

The following officers were promoted during the month: 
2nd Lt. William Elbracht - to 1st Lt. 
2nd Lt.William James, Jr. - to 1st Lt. 
2nd Lt. Edward Kopsel - to 1st Lt. 

The f9llowing were transferred into the 422nd in February: 
S/Sgt. Tony Logan (from hospital) 
S/Sgt. Donald Aldrich (from hospital) 

The following were transferred out of the 422nd in February: 

Captain Kenneth Whitmer Pvt. Alfred Johnson Pvt. Herman Lang 
2nd Lt. Frank Graning Pvt. Raymond Boyd Pvt. Joe Salazar 
F/O Raymond Carlson Cpl. Clyde Threw Pvt. Donald Keaton 
2nd Lt. Joseph Fiala Pvt. William Brooks Pvt. Frank Kalinosky 
Sgt. Jerry Morgan Pvt. Robert Gordon 
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MARCH1945 

March was a good all-around month. While not the best from the point of ground and 
air claims; we did get four kills and one damaged out of 9 enemy sightings; we did drop 
more tons of different kinds of bombs, both under control and visually at low level; we 
did by going over heavily to the offensive, help to the best of our ability to isolate the 
battle field across the Rhine by night and make it psychologically, if not practically, a 
hazard for the Hun to move about. And from the morale standpoint, thanks to better 
weather, we did get airborne more than the two previous months put together. 

During the first week we got off to a good start. Herman and the "Mouse" came 
within inches of turning in the "hat" trick on the night of the 1st, when on one sortie, 
they dropped twoJU.87's and damaged a Me.110. It was fairly low level work just ahead 
of the lines, and flak, which incidentally damaged their aircraft, plus return fire from one 
of the enemy aircraft testified to their ability to keep their eye on the ball and follow 
through. However, by getting a double, they became the 2nd team of night fighter 
"Aces" in the E.T.O. Meanwhile, the A-20's got in some pretty effective bombing un
der 584 control, while the Widows of the 414th and ourselves continued to range over 
the northern and southern areas striking often with N.R.O. because of ground haze. 
We also attempted to drop our 2nd pigeon, but he provided an unwitting anticlimax 
when he shot himself in the leg while preparing to jump. 

The third week saw "Sack" and "Gentleman" Joe have a brush two nights running 
with a Me.163 which was encountered at the same time and in the same place, just 
northeast of Koblenz. They pretty nearly knocked themselves out trying to get it, but to 
no avail. However, the small GAF jet did leave the area for a healthier climate. 

On the 20th, two Do.217's, for some unknown reason, visited the scene of Von 
Runstedt 's December accident. Whatever their purpose, one was meat for Koehler and 
Bost, who had gone hungry since last August, while R. A. Anderson and Shorty made 
short work of the second. Shorty, thereby, became an Ace RIO (4 kills with Boly in 
addition to this one) while Andy celebrated his return to the fold in a very fitting manner. 

We also got two P-61 "B" models, at this time, complete with turrets and bomb 
racks and plans were laid for visual bombing missions with them, come the moon pe
riod. Meanwhile the ground claims were slowly accumulating and for the third straight 
week, it became exceedingly unhealthy for the Huns to show lights from the Ruhr to the 
Lahn Rivers and as far east as Marburg. 

The last week of March saw us receive movement orders dated 3 March 1945, from 
9th TAC, Hq. for our new base at Y-59 at Strassfield, Germany. When first seen, its 
10,000-foot runway was a gleaming thing of beauty in the moonlight, but we never 
thought it would be our good luck to have it allocated to us. It seemed to be ideally 
situated tactically, except perhaps for its proximity to the Bonn IAZ's. Six months was a 
long time in the same place, so everyone welcomed the change. 

With the start of the moon period, we went in for intensive low level bombing with 
napalms, incendiaries, frags and G/P's from our two new B's as well as under 584's by 
the A-20's. It was a distinct relief to see visible results of your handiwork as opposed to 
the unseen efforts of the A-20's. Barracks, factories, warehouses and ammo dumps 
began to go up in smoke and the thrill of watching the effect of napalms by night more 
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than compensated for the prickly feeling you get when you thought what would happen 
if the Hun did get in a lucky shot as you were nosing around at minimum altitude. 

The OSS rang the curtain down on the months operations, by providing a brace of 
pigeons and their dropping was a thing of technical beauty. By reason of the location of 
the drop point and the altitude from which the drop was made, DR was necessary but 
Junior and Flash hit it on the button twice running. The first landed within a matter of 
feet from the actual 6 digit pinpoint and the second came down within a flash light range 
of the first. All credit to pilot and RIO who ended their tour on this high point. 

On the non-operational side, what with marriages, completion of tours, plans for 
moving, etc., it seemed as if time passed very quickly. Everyone felt more cheerful, 
perhaps the merest hint of spring now and then had something to do with it. It had been 
a rugged winter any way you looked at it. 

To Joe Sherwood falls the honor of being the first 422nd man to marry overseas. 
During his leave, he married a WAC, Cpl. Mava Ruth Brooks, stationed in England with 
the 8th Air Force, on 26 February. John McCormick, the old maestro of big dealing, fell 
like a ton of bricks for a Florennes girl, named Rachel Remy, and after all the red tape of 
publishing bans, getting certificates of good morals, etc., were complied with, just 
made it before we moved, on the last day of March. 

After taking a drubbing in basketball in the first game of the 9th TAC basketball 
tournament, the Enlisted Men made a strong comeback on the 7th when they gave a 
"ball" celebrating the completion of their first year overseas. There was plenty of wine, 
women and song and a minimum of those brawls that usually characterize an event of 
that sort, be it given by officers or men. Everyone, to the best of their recollection, had 
a knockout time. 

The pass and leave situation became a little better, what with 48 hours jaunts to 
Charleroi and generous quotas to Paris, England, Brussels and the Riviera. 

On the 13th, the fatted calf was uncorked in honor of the return of the prodigals who 
had left in January for a 30-day leave. R. A. Anderson, Spelis, Bost, Jones, Adams, and 
Lefty returned with incredible tales of that strange and comfortable life back in the 
States. Apparently, the American girl is still pretty efficient in getting her man, for the 
first three came back with increased responsibilities as heads of future families. 

About this time our ranks were increased by "Doc" Clayton, who quietly took over 
the duties relinquished by Kenny Whitmer. 

On the 20th General Quesada, C/G of 9th TAC, in front of the Squadron, presented 
Distinguished Flying Crosses to Col. 0. B. Johnson, R.A. Anderson, Axtell and Orzel; 
Bronze Star Medals for 75 missions without an abort to Crew Chiefs F. 0. Johnson, Ed 
Jevyak, Bob Schumaker and Don Johnson, and Air Medals to the babes, Skogland and 
"Speedy" Tasillo. 

"The first 70 missions are sure the hardest," remarked Pistol Postlewaite, wiping his 
brow, as he beamed around the Intelligence Van on the 23rd, thereby, with Chet Haw
ley, becoming the first team to complete their tour. "Four miles a minute" Mogan, the 
peerless navigator, had previously completed his 70 but, as the famous poem states, 
gave every indication of going on forever. Two nights later, Junior Lee and Flash Dorner 
also turned the last milestone, while before the end of the month, the select circle was 
joined by Ernst and Kopsel. 
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Everyone's pleasure at their record was marred when 9th TAC decreed that the Pi
lots would have to go up to headquarters and serve an indefinite term as controllers, 
liaison officers, etc.,while their R/O's were free to go home. It was a pretty hard dose 
to swallow and the boys took it pretty hard. 

With the departure, on the 28th, of the advance party to Y-59, the rest of the squa
dron prepared to move, frantically sorting over and discarding their acquisitions of the 
past six months. 

The Distinguished Flying Cross was presented to the following: 
Raymond A. Anderson - Daylight Recon 
John U. Morris, Jr. (M.I.A.) - Daylight Recon 
Eugene D. Axtell - 2 in 1 Sortie 
Bernard Orzel - 2 in 1 Sortie 
Robert E. Tierney- 2 in 1 Sortie 

The Air Medal was presented to the following for missions: 
Richard Skogland Joseph Haas Fred Burnett 
Edward Tasillo John Gauquie Clifford Brandt 
Donald Moore 

The 1st and 2nd Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following 
for missions: 
Richard Skoglund 
Edward Tassillo 

The 3rd Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following for 
m1ss1ons: 
Edgar Merriman 

The 4th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following for 
nuss10ns: 
WillamJames Robert Danielson Donald Shaw 
Albert Mercer William Elbracht Edgar Merriman 

The 1st Silver Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following for mis-
sions: 
William Molinari, Jr. Herman Kornblum 
Robert Danielson Albert Mercer 
George Otto WilliamJames 
Delbert Dow Eugene Lee 

Alfred Domer 
Joseph Crew 

The 6th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following for 
missions: 

Thomas Burleson 
Raymond Romens 
Joseph Morin 
James Postlewaite 
Chester Hawley 
CreelMorrison 

Robert Elmore 
Leonard Mapes 
Joseph Crew 
George Otto 
Herman Kornblum 
Eugene Lee 
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The 7th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following for 
enemy aircraft destroyed. 
Leonard Koehler 
Louis Bost 

The 7th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following for 
missions: 
Lewis Gordon Robert Elmore 
John W. Anderson James Postlewaite, III 
Bernard Orzel Chester Hawley 

Raymond Romens 
Joseph Morin 

The 8th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following for 
enemy aircraft destroyed. 
Raymond Anderson 
John W. Anderson 

The 8th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following for 
rmss10ns: 
James Mogan 
Leonard Koehler 

The 9th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following for 
enemy aircraft destroyed. 
Herman Ernst 
Edward Kopsel 

The 9th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following for 
rmss10ns: 
James Mogan 

The 2nd Silver Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following for 
enemy aircraft destroyed: 
Robert Graham 
James Mogan 

The 2nd Silver Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following for mis
sions: 
Herman Ernst 
Edward Kopsel 

The 11th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following for 
enemy a~rcraft destroyed. 
Herman Ernst 
Edward Kopsel 

The 11th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following for 
missions: 
Robert Graham 

The 12th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal was awarded the following for 
missions: 
Herman Ernst 
Edward Kopsel 
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During the month of March the following promotions were made: 
2nd Lt. Melvin Lakes - to 1st Lt. 

The following enlisted men were promoted to the grade indicated: 
To be Staff Sergeant To be Sergeant To be Private First Class 
Sgt. Joseph Gregory T4 Franklin Odell, Jr. Pvt. Verner Anderson 

Pvt. Andrew Broniecki 
Pvt. Roy Seaman 

The following were transferred into the 422nd during March: 
Capt. Edgar L. Clayton Pfc. Hadley Renard 
Sgt. Franklin Odell Pvt. Clifford Doogan 
Pvt. Neal Rosenberg 

The following were transferred out of the Squadron during March: 
Sgt. Clinton Wright M/Sgt. Robert Davis 
Cpl. Harold Haas Sgt. Arthur Webley 
S/Sgt. Jerry Atmore 

APRIL 1945 

If on the first of April anyone had said that the end of the month would, for all practical 
purposes, mark the end of combat flying in the E.T. 0. , even the most optimistic would 
have remembered the date. However, it appeared as if that was to be the case. Despite 
being grounded for a good portion of the month by weather as well as for tactical reasons 
and despite the fact that we flew a comparatively small number of sorties, we had our 
second most successful month. Out of 11 enemy ships sighted during the month, we 
destroyed 10. 

The month ended with all but an advance party at A-78. Those at Y-59 were getting 
things ready for the arrival of the balance of the Squadron. When they arrived, Y-59 was 
within artillery range of the Huns in the "Rose Pocket" just north of the Sieg. The 
entire area was mined and the populace was anything but glad to see us. The runway 
had also been blasted but thanks to the engineers, who worked day and night sweeping 
for and digging up over 10,000 glass mines; both the runway and the area were ready for 
us in record time. Only one miscalculation came to light, when we found our hardstands 
were of wire mesh instead of pierced steel planking with the result that they would not 
hold the 26,000 pounds of the Widow. Again, we were in tents, which was not so bad as 
spring was definitely here and a look at the filth in Esch, Strassfield and Ollheim dis
couraged even those chronic bitches against life in the great outdoors. Unfortunately, 
however, in placing the Squadron area across the runway from the flight line, we had 
reckoned without Flight Control who promptly decreed that crossing of the runway ex
cept on foot was out. Result, a half mile walk or a 6 mile drive. 

George Reynolds was transferred out to take over command of the 155th Photo Re
con Squadron (originally the 423rd NFS) and Spelis became Operations Officer and 
there was a noticeable tightening up of the Operations end of the Squadron. 

During the first week of April, weather and distance to the front lines prevented our 
flying more than 2 defensive or intruder missions. Bomber Command could not operate 
as the 584's were in route to new locations, as was the case with Marmite. The flying 
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personnel arrived at Y-59 on the 6th with the convoy corning in late that night. Weather, 
however, grounded us that night and all hands spent the evening getting settled. 

The next 6 days saw plenty of action. The Hun was trying to run supplies into and to 
evacuate the VIP's from the Rose Pocket and with Marmite finally operating from a 
very strategic location between Paderborn and Kassel, the stage was all set. For 3 
nights we did not click; the 414th, however, dropped four among which was a Me.410 
which Jones and Rudovsky dropped in the most approved intruder fashion, just as it 
dropped its' wheels for a landing at Halle, and Doc Page was showing visible signs of 
cracking under the strain. On the 10th, Ax and Morrison started the ball rolling by drop
ping a Ju.52. It was difficult interception on a low flying, slow moving aircraft and the 
highest praise is due Marmite for bringing us within a visual of the target when Creel 
could not get any range of his AI set. Then Sack and Joe got a couple, aJu.88 and aJu.52 
which was a fitting finale for the "King of the single engines," who had just completed 
his tour and was flying to finish out Joe's tour. Moe and Lennie then knocked down 
another Ju.52 for the final score for the evening. Marmite said our kills represent, to the 
Germans, a loss of 50% of their effort as shown by the plots on their scopes. 

The following night, Spelis and Lefty, with Guba at the glasses, balling first, got 
themselves a JU. 88, then Ax, Whitey and Doc Page collaborated in getting their second 
Ju. 52 in two nights, making kills for two of the first 3 sorties. Followed in rapid succes
sion, kills of more 52's by Ed Merriman-Rowdy Dow, and Burnett-Brandt which took 
them out of the virgin class. Burnett had a hell of a close shave when, as a result of the 
explosion of the Hun and his subsequent attempt to escape flying debris, he found him
self upside down, in bad terrain, at only 1,000 feet above the ground. When Moe and 
Lennie got their second in two nights running, everyone was sweating out another vic
tory; three times now we had gotten 5 and we sure wanted to break this record. But 
about this time, it began to dawn on the square heads that there was very little future in 
that particular milk run, so instead of vectoring us to another area, they called off flying 
for the night. 

According to Marmite, 6 plots showed on their board all evening and when the one 
we did not get saw one of his Kamara des go down in flames, he suddenly developed 
some sort of trouble and went back home. 

This made at least one victory for every night we had been flying from the new field, 
and the next night we were sweating out a continuance of the run. Bad weather, how
ever, came to the aid of the G .A. F. and made it a real sweat job, sweating out the return 
of our planes. With 10/10 cloud cover at 5,000 feet and terrain that went from 800 to 
4,500 feet, to say nothing of visibility of less than one mile in rain, it certainly was grim 
business. Two bandits were closed to minimum range by Danny and "Deacon" Koehler, 
but no visuals could be obtained though we played tag with the tree tops for some 10 
minutes each. Jones and Okie, however, got a break, spotted the exhaust of their 
quarry through the rain, closed to a momentary visual at less than 100 feet, saw the 
landing gear of aJu.52, dropped back to shoot, lost sight of everything but the exhaust 
and with full flaps, etc., at an I.A.S. of 100 miles per hour (practically the stalling speed 
of a widow), fired one short burst between them and we had another victory. 

That however, ended our scoring for April; the "Rose Pocket" shrank to nothing and 
Marmite was again on the move to a new location. The 414th lost "Donald Duck" 
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Donald and Anderson when they were following a Ju.52. They were coming in from 
below and hit a hill 100 feet from the top, which gives some idea of the danger our boys 
were facing. Our effort was in the form of intruders of the area bounded on the west by 
Maulde, the north by Berlin, the east by the Russian lines, and the south by 1st and 3rd 
Army boundaries, until the area was eliminated by the advance of the Russians. We had 
some success with ground targets but for the most part there was very little move
ment. There was one night, the 19th, when we could see the RAF giving Berlin about 
its last going over; see the Russians artillery challenging the Hun from the east, and our 
responses from the west. 

On the 24th, we folded up our tents and moved to R-2 at Langensalza, Germany. 
Tactically, it was ideally situated but unfortunately by then we had no place to go. We 
could not fly east of the Maul de River and the boundary between the 1st and 9th Armies 
had not been moved south so that we could take in Czeckoslovakia. However, it was a 
luxurious base compared to what we had been accustomed to, and a scrounger's para
dise. It was only a few miles from Erfurt where Martin Luther is buried; this being of 
much interest to those who hold to the Reformed view of the Christian Faith. The field 
at R-2 had been a German Night Fighter Base, modification center and experimental 
station, so there were all sorts of German night fighter aircraft, radar sets, signal sup
plies, etc., around. Kenny Marvin started building a German radar set out of various 
parts to test its capabilities. There were huge barracks where everyone was housed, 
showers, an Officers Club, an Enlisted Men's theater, and after policing the place up it 
looked like a very comfortable set up to spend the declining days of the war. Colonel 
Johnson drew a half house complete with tile bath, etc., and set up with Pinky, Doc Page 
and a Polish liberated P /W. 

The only 3 sorties were flown on the last day of the month. Gray and Allbee, a new 
crew, got behind a FW.189 and as they were getting ready to shoot, threw a prop blade. 
They made it back to base-just! No one was hurt but the plane was demolished. It was 
subsequently found, by Gerard King, that we had received some props from Service 
Command, the gears in which had been condemned. 

During the month, Koehler flew to England at the request of A12B and interrogated a 
prisoner who was operational officer in control of all the German night fighters from the 
Ruhr to Koblenz. It was interesting to see ourselves as others had seen us. When ques
tioned about the effect of our operations, it was learned that German night fighters 
were ordered never to tangle with "Black Widows" because of their superior fire power 
and speed; we had seriously interfered with their training around Giessen by running 
intruders in the area, we had caused considerable more damage than we had claimed in 
the matter of pranging rolling stock and MIT's and we had, several times, completely 
knocked out their area GCI which was also located at Giessen, near the railroad station. 
While through monitoring our R/T and through plots on their GCI, they were aware of 
the general scope of our activities, they could do nothing about it. It was also interesting 
to learn that their operations were drastically curtailed by lack of gasoline. Further, 
there was no record on their books of any GAF victory over a P-61. So Mixon-Conway 
and Doyle-Williams must have come to grief either as a result of flak or by hitting an 
obstruction. 

As the month came to a close, the Skipper had set the ball rolling for training against 
redeployment to the Pacific Theater. It was broadly planned to spend a lot of time on 
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D.R. and Gee navigation, to work up techniques on dive , glide , skip, 720 and Gee 
bombing, to perfect strafing and bombing by flares and to spend a lot of time on ground 
training which would embrace a knowledge of the Japanese Air Force, tactics, aircraft, 
radar techniques, etc. 

The operational results for the month are summed up as follows: 
Nights operational-16 Non-operational 14 
A-20 Sorties and Aborts 1-0 
P-61 Sorties and Aborts 79-5 
Tons of bombs dropped 17.8 
GCI Chases 81 

Claims: 
Aircraft destroyed 
MIT 

Visuals 25 (10 friendly, 4 unidentified, 11 enemy) 

10-0-0 
3-18 

Warehouses 0-1 

On the non-operation side, we were either on the move, packing or setting up so 
much of the time, that in spite of restrictions to the bases, time passed very quickly. 
Guest included Mickey Rooney who became a friend of most everyone during his stay of 
a week. At Y-59, Ted Keep set up his projector and had evening movies and a ball 
diamond was laid out in the Squadron area , where games were held very afternoon. 
Scrounging for the Squadron was a good excuse to see the country and profitable to the 
individuals who made the trips to the Internment Camps in the area. Motorcycles, 
automobiles, swords, shotguns, etc. , were increasingly in evidence and there was 
some plain and fancy dealing going on. Guba policed up some Rhine wine while Elmore 
and Axtell discovered a strange new joy water called Kirsch-about 99 44/100 octane. 
When watered down with straight alcohol, it made a pretty good drink, but the after 
effects were such that the Skipper had to put it "off limits." 

During the month, Flash Domer, Chet Hawley and "Mouse" Kopsel packed their 
bags and left for the States, having completed their tours of duty. Their unfortunate 
pilots, Lee, Postlewaite, and Ernst went to 9th TAC to serve a sentence as controllers 
or what have you. Bolinder was transferred to 9th TAC and started chauffeuring a C-4 7 
between Paris, the Riviera and other such glamorous places, while Siegle went home as 
a result of the injuries he received when he cracked up in December. We also received 
one new crew, Matt Gray and Cecil Allbee; Gray having had a tour in the RCAF on anti
submarine patrol. 

The following were transferred out of the 422nd in April 1945: 
Major George Reynolds to the 155 Photo Re con (night) as C. 0. 
Sgt. Leo Weiss 1st Lt. Edward Kopsel 2nd Lt. Chester Hawley 
Pvt. Thomas Brimm S/Sgt. Lyle Martin 1st Lt. Robert Bolinder 
Pvt. Frank Belmonte Pvt. Andrew Broniecki 1st Lt. Roy Siegle 
2nd Lt. Alfred Domer Pvt. Charles Stewart 

The following were transferred into the 422nd during April 1945: 
2nd Lt. Matthew Gray 2nd Lt. Cecil Allbee 
S/Sgt. Charles Watson Pfc. Robert Misner 
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During April the following officers were promoted to the indicated rank: 
2nd Lt. Fred E. Burnett to 1st Lt. 
2nd Lt. Eleutherios Eleftherion to 1st Lt. 
2nd Lt. Donald W. Moore to 1st Lt. 
2nd Lt. Bernard Orzel to 1st Lt. 
2nd Lt. Richard E. Skoglund to 1st Lt. 
2nd Lt. Robert F. Graham to 1st Lt. 

The following received the Distinguised Flying Cross for 2 in 1 Sortie: 
Herman E. Ernst 
Edward H. Kopsel 

The following received the 1st Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal for Aircraft 
destroyed: · 
Fred Burnett 
Clifford E. Brandt 

The following received the 4th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal for Mis
sions: 
Melvin E. Lakes 
Jesse M. Jenkins 

The following received the 1st Silver Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal for Aircraft 
destroyed: Edgar E. Merriman 

The following received the 7th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal for Mis
sions or Aircraft destroyed: 
Eugene D. Axtell Missions 
Eleutherios Eleftherion Aircraft Destroyed 
Delbert W. Dow Aircraft Destroyed 
Leonard F. Mapes Aircraft Destroyed 
Creel H. Morrison Aircraft Destroyed 
Joseph F. Crew Aircraft Destroyed 

The following received the 8th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal for Mis
sions or Aircraft destroyed; 
Lewis A. Gordon Missions 
Robert O. Elmore Aircraft Destroyed 
Eugene D. Axtell Aircraft Destroyed 
Thadas J. Spelis Aircraft Destroyed 
Leonard F. Mapes Aircraft Destroyed 

The following received the 9th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal for Mis
sions or Aircraft destroyed: 
Raymond A. Anderson Missions 
Lewis A. Gordon Aircraft Destroyed 
Robert O. Elmore Aircraft Destroyed 
Eugene D. Axtell Aircraft Destroyed 

The following received the 2nd Silver Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal for Aircraft 
destroyed: Lewis A. Gordon 

The following received the 12th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal for Mis
sions: Robert F. Graham 
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MAY1945 

May, despite the incredible fact that the War in Europe ended, was distinctly an anti
climax after our successes of April. In the eight nights which remained of operational 
flying, weather grounded us on five with the result that we flew only 13 sorties. Gray and 
Allbee furnished the only excitement when they got a visual on an FW.189 on the night 
of the 1st. Just as they made identification and were positioning themselves for the kill, 
they had the misfortune to throw a prop blade. This is the same incident reported on the 
night of April 30, and therefore was the same sortie on the night of 30/1. Several in
truders were flown over the airfield complex around Prague, but there were no Huns 
about, and we did not add to our score which for the time we were operational, 3 July 
1944 to 8 May 1945 in 1,480 sorties, stood at43-5-5 in enemy aircraft; 41-435 on railroad 
cars; 11-29 on factories, warehouses, depots, etc.; 5 V-I's destroyed, and 10 prisoners. 

On the 7th, at the regular officers meeting, "Doc" Page who had been at 9th TAC in 
the morning, brought double barrelled good news that (a) the war was scheduled to end 
the following night at midnight, and (b) that we had been awarded the Unit Citation for 
our work in the Ardennes Salient from 16-26 December 1944. While there was a feeling 
in the air that the first item was inevitable, the second came as a distinct and much 
welcomed surprise. Thus, on the next to the last day of the war in Europe, we racked up 
our final and most satisfying "first" -the first American night fighter unit to have won 
the team prize. There probably never has been a unit in which there was so much bitch
ing or so many instances of dissention, but when the chips were down they delivered 
the goods. 

Meanwhile, Sack Gordon and Joe Crew, the latter having completed his 70th mis
sion, had left for home on the 4th. Pistolshot Postlewaite, Junior Lee, and Herman 
Ernst came back from serving their time at 9th TAC and together with Shorty Graham, 
said their farewells on the 6th. The old order was definitely changing. Their places were 
taken up by the arrival of two new crews-Borum-Pantel and Elling-Bartholomew. 

VE day in Langensalza, Germany, was not celebrated with dancing in the streets as 
our more fortunate brethren experienced in Brussels, Paris, London, the Riviera and 
points west. There were, however, a series of parties extending over a number of eve
nings, during which most everyone achieved a state of numbness even to the point of 
believing they were having a good time. That there was nothing more than aching heads 
was visible evidence that we were still running in luck. Anyone in attendance at the beer 
parties in Orlando and Kissimmee could have prophecied the 422nd would be a good 
party unit. 

A training directive was received which outlined what we were to do against the fu-
ture. There was to be considerable ground school embracing such things as Japanese 
and Russian aircraft recognition, survival in the Pacific Ocean areas, Japanese Radar 
and Counter-Radar Tactics, physical geography of the Japanese Theatre area, the or
ganization of the Allied Military Forces in that area, climatology, medical subjects, etc., 
etc.; while in the matter of flying training a lot of the time was planned to perfect our DI 
R navigation, use of Gee, PI's under Marmite both at low level and working through 
"window," air-ground gunnery, visual bombing, use of rockets, bombing under SCR584 
control, the technique of flare attacks and the like. The flying personnel were divided 
into three flights with ground school taking up the mornings from 0930 to 1130 and flying 
training from 1300 until the following dawn. However, training did not really get going 
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although a certain number of DIR missions were flown, largely due to the fact that we 
had received notice that we were to move to field R-12 (Kassel-Rothwestern, Germany) 
about the 26th of the month and because we were really sweating out what our future 
was to be. From all sources it appeared that 9th TAC was to definitely be Occupational 
Air Force and that news plunged everyone into the profoundest gloom in addition to not 
being very conclusive to having eagerness to attack the training program. 

On the 24th there was a farewell party for Mogan, Pop Montgomery, Koehler, J. W. 
Anderson, Elmore and Rowdy Dow, who had all received their orders to go back to the 
Zone of the Interior. It was a dilly, as was the exhibition put on by "Rubber Legs" An
derson. However, the letdown feeling the next morning was not due entirely to aching 
heads; as with their going something definitely went out of the squadron. Mogan's 
never to be forgotten "everything on this map means something" episode ·plus the 
thought of Percy Aloysis gasing a P-61 from five gallon cans made the departure happen 
on a light vein. Men get close when working together for as long as we had, and when 
someone left it really was as sad as losing a member of one's family. And as for the going 
away parties, it's hard to know if Fred Copenhaven maintained the honor of "beer drink
ing champion of the 422nd" established that day at Lakeside on September 9, 1943. 

The 26th saw us leave for R-12 at Kassel. Thanks to the fact that we had plenty of 
transportation, not only was the move made with a minimum of trouble, but we were 
also able to carry along enough furniture to make our new home more habitable. R-12 
was a much better field to operate from than R-2, except perhaps for the fact that Engi
neering, Radio I, Communications and Tech Supply had to go back to tents, but the 
Engineers had gone all out with pierced steel planking, the first we had for a runway 
since Maupertheus, France. The 36th Fighter Group, being the first on the field, had 
not stinted themselves in the matter of what facilities remained and they were so reluc
tant to share anything on any basis that we decided to set up all our own facilities on the 
opposite side of the field. Both Officers and Men were quartered in duplex houses, 8-10 
men to a house, which was pretty dog-gone comfortable. We built Officer's and Men's 
mess halls and had Italian and Polish DP's to do the KP work as well as their willingness 
to clean all the houses for small wages. 

On the last day of May at the regular Commanders meeting, the Skipper got the good 
news that we were not to be in the Occupational Air Force and that we were slated for 
redeployment in August-whether to the Pacific direct, via the U.S. or whether we 
were to be part of the strategic reserves was not disclosed, but the feeling that we 
would be out of Germany soon was the best of news . 

Training got started in earnest for Monday after our arrival at R-12 (Kassel), and by 
the end of the month we had progress to show for the effort. Meanwhile, we had gotten 
two new crews-Farnsworth-Heitzman and Gross-Brown, together with two Corporal 
gunners-Jackson and Fleck. 

A summary of the month's operations follows: 
Nights Operational 3 Non-Operational 5 
A-20 Sorties and Aborts 0-0 
P-61 Sorties and Aborts 13-0 
Tons of Bombs 0 

Certainly not a good finale!! 
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During May the following decorations and awards were received . 
The Presidential Unit Citation to the Squadron. 
The following men were awarded the Bronze Star Medal for meritorious achieve

ment: 
T/Sgt. Joseph A. McCamant 
S/Sgt. Chester T. Szymanski 

The following were awarded the Air Medal for Missions: 
Churchill K. Wilcox Matthew Gray 
Cecil R. Allbee 

1st Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal for Missions: 
John]. Gauquie Philip M. Guba,Jr. Joseph A. Haas 
Edward S. Page Jr. 

2nd Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal for Missions: 
Edward S. Page,Jr. 
Philip M. Guba, Jr. 

1st Silver Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal for Missions: 
William A. Elbracht 
Donald M. Shaw 

6th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal for Missions: 
Oris B. Johnson James A. Montgomery 
Edgard E . Merriman 

7th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal for Missions or Aircraft destroyed: 
Eugene Lee Missions 

Missions Alfred F. Dorner 
Theodore I. Jones 
William G. Adams,Jr. 

Aircraft Destroyed 
Aircraft Destroyed 

8th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal for Missions on Aircraft Destroyed: 
Louis L. Bost Missions 
Theodore I. Jones Missions 
William G. Adams, Jr. Missions 
Eleutherios Eleftherion Missions 
Delbert W. Dow Missions 
Creel H. Morrison Aircraft Destroyed 
Joseph F. Crew Aircraft Destroyed 

9th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal for Missions: 
Leonard F. Koehler Leonard F. Mapes 
John W. Anderson TadasJ. Spelis 
joseph F. Crew 

2nd Silver Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal for Aircraft Destroyed. 
Lewis A. Gordon 

11th Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal for Missions: 
Lewis A. Gordon 
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During the month of May the following officers were promoted to the grades indi
cated: 
F/0 Edward]. Tasillo - to 2nd Lt. 
F/0 Clifford E. Brandt - to 2nd Lt. 
F/0 Joseph A. Haas - to 2nd Lt. 

The following men were promoted to the grade indicated: 
To be Corporal Pfc. Theodore G.Keep 
Pfc. Cecil W. Richison Pfc. Francis Pepin 

During the month of May the following were transferred into the 422nd: 
Captain Wesley E. Boyt 2nd Lt. Arthur Groll 
2nd Lt. John M. Borum 2nd Lt. B.I. Brown 
2nd Lt. Homer R. Elling Cpl. William A. Jackson 
2nd Lt. Harold A. Pantel Cpl. Anthony T. Fleck 
2nd Lt. Donald E. Bartholomew T /Sgt. Jerry Atmore (Returned) 
2nd Lt. Al W. Farnsworth (Returned) Pfc. Howard Stevens 
2nd Lt. Donald C. Heitzman 

The following were transferred out of the 422nd: 
1st Lt. Lewis A. Gordon Capt. Robert 0. Elmore 
2nd Lt. Joseph F. Crew Capt. Leonard F. Koehler 
Capt. Eugene Lee Capt. James A. Montgomery 
1st Lt. James F. Postlewaite 1st Lt. John W. Anderson 
1st Lt. Robert F. Graham 1st Lt. James W. Mogan 
1st Lt. Herman E. Ernst 2nd Lt. Delbert W. Dow 
1st Lt. George E. Otto S/Sgt. Tony Logan 
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HEADQUARTERS 
NINTH AIR FORCE 

APO 696, US Army 

GENERAL ORDERS) 2 May 1945 

NUMBER ...... 62) 
EXTRACT 

BATTLE HONORS Section .................................................... .I 

I-BATTLE HONORS-Under the provisions of Section IV, Circular Number 333, 
WDE 1943, the following-named units of the Ninth Air Force are cited for outstanding 
performance of duty in action against the enemy: 

The 422nd NIGHT FIGHTER SQUADRON. For outstanding performance of duty in 
action against the enemy in the Ardennes Salient on the nights of 16-17 December and 
27-28 December 1944. On each of these nights the 422nd NIGHT FIGHTER SQUA
DRON exerted maximum effort in countering the enemy's attacking force and, despite 
extremely adverse weather conditions, succeeded in destroying five enemy aircraft 
each night. In addition, and above their normal role of intercepting and destroying 
enemy aircraft, the 422nd NIGHT FIGHTER SQUADRON attacked marshalling 
yards, road and rail networks, motor transport and locomotives on intruder missions, 
thereby effectively continuing the air effort to isolate the battlefield to cover a full 
twenty-four hours each day. The valient efforts and unprecedented accomplishments of 
the 422nd NIGHT FIGHTER SQUADRON on each of these occasions made a major 
contribution in denying the enemy his objectives and constituted an illustrious chapter 
in the history of the United States Army Air Forces. 

By command of Lieutenant General VANDENBERG: 

OFFICIAL: 
/s/ CM Seebach 
/t/ C M SEEBACH 

Colonel, AGD 
Adjutant General 

WW MILLARD 
Colonel, GSC 
C ofS 

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY: 
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PERCY A. POEHLER, 
CAPTAIN, AIR CORPS, 
Adjutant. 
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JUNE 1945 

The month of June found the Squadron firmly entrenched at Kassel, where the ma
jority, confronted with the prospects of the uncertain future , began the long aggravating 
process of " sweating it out." Up until the last minute of the month, the rumor market 
could be found teeming with the latest speculations. For the record, this time the Colo
nel knew very little himself, except that towards the middle of the month he was ver
bally assured by command that the unit was supposed to be redeployed via the United 
States sometime in August. The tempo of the speculation nevertheless continued at 
high speed throughout the month. Against this background of multicolored prophesy, 
the training program, for what it was, went on in full swing, gathering more momentum 
toward the end of the month. To provide additional distraction, the battle of the "Base 
Utilities" waged hot and furious from day to day. Water and lights - never had two ele
ments been subjected to such crossfire. 

Only one thing was certain, you could always count on something to be wrong with 
one or the other. The 36th Fighter Group was flooded at first with official pleas, then 
later on even aggravated individuals took to "cussing" out the "Post Utilities." But we 
just had to have something to bitch about. 

The training program started June off in a booming style with Major, then Captain, 
Tad Spelis and his new array of Flight Commanders in charge. Captain R. A. Anderson 
also known as "Iron Pants" , was Chief "Whip Cracker" for the officers, and Major Jack 
Pinkerton assumed his customary role for the enlisted men. Captain, then 1st Lt. Ted 
Jones took over "/\' Flight, Ray Romens became "B" Flight custodian and Robert 
"Danny" Danielson took over the reigns of the unforgettable "C" Flight. 

On the 2nd , one of our newer R/O 's , Cecil Allbee , herded a bunch of EM's into a C-
4 7 for a furlough to England, and it wasn't but a few days later that the Squadron began 
to lose another batch of the old regime, as Axtell, Morrison, Mapes, and Morin de
parted for the zone of interior. So amid farewells, some temporary, some permanent, 
the Squadron got its first baptism of departures that were to take a heavy toll on the old 
guard before the month was out. 

Shortly thereafter, one of the real Squadron pillars , "Doc" Page, rendered the Colo
nel the sad news that he was requesting emergency return to the States. Preparing for 
what we all knew would be a serious loss, Col. Johnson appointed Guba the succeeding 
S-2 officer and a newly "inducted" but not unknown personality, "Junior" Laird as as
sistant S-2. At about the same time, another of the old timers, Percy Poehler, one of the 
charter member boys, made known his intentions to accept an offer from the 9th Air 
Force to join their Personnel Section. 

Cupid claimed a third casualty from the outfit on the 7th, when Cpl. Deffebrio went 
back to Florennes, Belgium in a newly acquired "abortion" of an aircraft, fondly called 
the "Monster;' a C-64, to marry the subject of his Belgium romance, Madamoiselle 

Lucette Bodard. 
The first of only two casualties for the month occurred on the 8th when Lt. Borum, 

making a GCA approach at night, crashed on a hill at the west end of the runway. His 
escape from death was considered miraculous, and although subsequent examination 
showed a fractured vertebrae, Borum was little more than shaken up. This is the first 
instance of an accident with GCA, which had done an excellent job. The blame could not 
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be placed on either pilot or GCA, and the whole accident, which completely wrecked 
one P-61 was unfortunate. 

On the 10th, "Iron Pants" Anderson left for 9th Air Defense Command on a TD as-
signment that was supposed to be connected with future air defense plans. He was 
slated for a 60 day sojourn in Denmark. He joined Capt. Ernie Luke, Engineering Offi
cer, on the DS lists, Ernie having left in May for 90 days DS with USSTAF. Meanwhile, 
the enlisted men's ball team, with "Doc" Myers and "Josh" White hurling, continued 
its terrible course in the local league, wiping out all opposition, but little could be said 
for "Moldy" Hess's officers, who were suffering from "defeat-itis." 

Sgt. McCormick, noted Tech Supply Sergeant, and ace big dealer, received a re
quested transfer to the 36th Fighter Group, on the 14th, in order to stay near pis wife, 
another Florennoise. About this time the famous hunting parties of "Deerslayer" 
Poehler were beginning to make themselves heard in the woods north of the field, 
amidst the merciless chatter of gunfire, everything from Lugers, M-l's and Carbines 
(Thompson Subs were considered unethical) "Deerslayer" led his eager parties 
through the game-filled ex-Kaiser's personal game reserve. ""Buchenwald" Adams, 
"Eagle-eye" Jones and "Missed-'im" Bost were among the stalwart hunters who sup
plied enough(?) venison for a big Bar-B-Q on the 21st. 

Fortunate indeed, perhaps a second miracle, was the fact that only the deer were 
shot. As the EM's contribution to the fete, M/Sgt. Latham (who probably never 
touched the stuff!!!) tapped the local beer supply at Hornberg, south of Kassel, and the 
beer, 3.2, flowed like rare wine. Just like the good ole days in Orlando and Kissimmee. 

Several days later, the Squadron had another cause to regret. This time, though, it 
was the departure of "Doc" Page, on his way to the Zone of Interior. There is no ques
tion that the Squadron lost not only it's S-2 officer, and one of the highest caliber, but a 
very real asset as well. "Doc's" sage counsel and advice, his understanding of our prob
lems, and his spirit and enthusiasm which he so often injected into the air crews, will 
long be remembered. The old officers of the Squadron gave "Doc" a mild send-off in the 
form of a 422nd drinking bout, two days prior to his departure. It was nothing reminis
cent of the old 422nd, but then there wasn't much left of the old 422nd in way of Offi
cers, and with the exception of the Colonel and his staff, and a few of the ground 
Officers, the tum-over had almost been complete. Of the original 13 crews, only one, 
Capt. Ted Jones andlhisR/O, Lt. "Okie" Adams, remained. 

As the month closed, records showed we had done a fair job on the training schedule, 
though most of the effort was during the daylight hours. The record of the enlisted 
men's baseball team was the real highlight of the athletic program. The boys came out 
with a 17 out of 19 games won and not a single league game lost. The officers team failed 
to notch a single victory in league competition and finally resorted to playing their best 
team against the aging and doting GG's (ground gremlins). With the assistance of a 
biased umpire, the score closely resembled that of a football game. 

The honor of the officers in general, however, was at stake when a final clash with the 
EM's team, the EM's were held to a 3-2 win. 

During the month the following received the Silver Star Medal: 

Robert Graham Robert Bolinder 

The following received the Bronze Star Medal: 
Harold Pederson Curney Hickey 
Leonard Burton Stuart Samelson 

101 



The following received the Distinguished 
Flying Cross: Robert Elmore 
William Adams, Jr. Lewis Gordon 
John W. Anderson Theodore Jones 
Louis Bost Leonard Koehler 
Joseph Crew Leonard Mapes 
Eleutherios Eleftherion 

James Mogan 
James Montgomery 
Creel Morrison 
Tadas Spelis 

The following received the 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the Distinguished Flying Cross: 
Eugene Axtell 
Edward Kopsel 

The following received the 2nd Oak Leaf Cluster to the Distinguished Flying Cross: 
Eugene Axtell 

The following officers were promoted as indicated: 
Captain Tadas J. Spelis to Major 

The following enlisted men were promoted to the grades indicated: 
To be Sergeant Pfc. Vernon Anderson Pvt. Clifford Doogan 
Cpl. Morris Aronowitz Pvt. William Hale Pvt. George Feldhiser 
Cpl. Joseph Fink Pvt. Guy Fields Pvt. Ralph Robinson 
Cpl. Arthur Martynowicz Pfc. Stephen Simco Pvt. Joseph Fuchs 
Pvt. Edward Mante To be Private lst Class Pvt. Herbert Hartless 

Pvt. Joseph Jarmoska 
To be Corporal 
Pvt. Loren Skoug 

Pvt. Peter Buttacoli 
Pvt. Don Croson 

Pvt. John Rinkus 
Pvt. Duane Ronk 

The following were transferred into the Squadron during June: 
1st Lt. William Laird S/Sgt. Joseph Cashman 
S/Sgt. Ernest Baca Major Richard L. Hermes 

The following were transferred out of the Squadron during June: 
1st Lt. Eugene Axtell 2nd Lt. Leonard Mapes 
1st Lt. Creel Morrison 2nd Lt. Joseph Morin 
Sgt. John C. McCormick Pfc. George Nunley 
S/Sgt. Ernest Baca S/Sgt. Joseph Cashman 
Capt. Edgar Clayton Capt. Edward S. Page 

Lost due to death: 
Sgt. Richard A. Moser 
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422nd Parade & presentation of medals. Kassel Germany June, 1945. 
A-20's of 155th Photo Recon Sqdn. (Night) in background (formerly 423 NFS) 

C-47 Liason Plane 
(cc S/Sgt. Schumaker) 

'll'l 

Gen. Sterley, T!Sgt. a3 J Bt u, T/Sgt. Curney Hickey 

P-61 "Lady Gem" 
Crashed 6-8-45 

Kassel, Germany 
c/c T/Sgt. Ed]evyak (Receiving Bronze Star) 
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Pool at Kassel 

' 

Maj. Spelis, Lt. Bost 
(Loading up for furlough) 

McEwen, Murray, Wiederspiel, Obrzut, Routolo 
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JUL~AUGUST-SEPTEMBER1945 

July came and went with the Squadron personnel remaining about the same. Base
ball, softball, basketball, swimming seemed to pass the time quickly. Everyone was 
counting their points hoping for enough to go home, if not by Squadron movement, then 
as individuals. Much time was spent with photography on trips to Kassel and along the 
Weser River in Bad-Munden. Then there were the leaves to Paris, London, Brussels, 
Marseille and even Charleroi. 

By the end of]uly we were virtually assured of being re-deployed to the Pacific via the 
good old United States and preparation was begun for turning in our equipment al
though we still did not have moving orders. 

With the arrival of August, things really began to come together to signal our depar
ture from Kassel, Germany. 

The bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki on August 6th and 9th signaled the end for 
Japan and our loading ourselves and our worldly possessions on the original 40 & 8 
cattle cars from WWI and departing Germany for a staging area in Reims, France. 

Never has there been more bartering, trading and outright selling in any three day 
trip. Personal possessions from socks to under shorts were sold for a premium along 
with any type food, canned or otherwise. Cigarettes were sold for $50 per carton. 

It seemed as never before, all the people of Europe were trying to catch a ride on the 
train, strapping themselves on the top catwalk so as not to fall off as they slept. As could 
be expected, some of the women found their way inside during the evening hours. 
When we arrived in Reims, some of the men had in their possession only the clothes on 
their back, even selling their last bar of soap, but with several hundred dollars worth of 
francs in their pocket not knowing we would be able to convert only a hundred dollars. 
Well-so goes the war. 

Fortunately our stay in Reims was brief and we departed August 20 by train for the 
short ride to Le Harve, France only to find out our ship had sailed two hours earlier. 
Marching into our area of Camp Herbert Tareyton to the tune of "Candy" coming from 
a rec-hall, we had the feeling we would be there a few days, awaiting transportation. 

The usual entertainment was available on the Post and in Le Harve. One trip was of 
special interest and that being the channel coast town of Etretat with its towering white 
cliffs. 

Daily news from the war in the Pacific was encouraging and hopes were high that the 
Japs would surrender any time, with such pressure on them. 

Finally, on September 2, in Tokyo Bay the final signing of surrender took place with 
much rejoicing in the 422nd ranks, as this act in all likelihood meant discharge rather 
than re-deployment. 

On September 19, 1945, our number came up for sailing departure and we marched 
away from Camp Herbert Tareyton to the docks at Le Harve . What a sight our ship was 
for the three Alabama boys; Frank Myers, Lloyd Marshall and Charles McEwen. There 
at the dock waiting for us was the S. S. Bienville, home Port Mobile, Alabama. It 
seemed as if we were home already. 

The voyage was uneventful and rather quiet until we sighted the coast of Massachu
setts and then anchored on the edge of Boston Harbor to await the Harbor Pilot. En
tering the Harbor we were welcomed by a special boat load of people - shouting - bands 
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playing - pretty girls - and all the things that bring tears to the eyes of those who have 
been away for so long. Here we were on September 29, 1945, standing again on U.S. 
soil; who can describe such joy. 

A short ride brought us to Camp Myles Standish and after a short debriefing we were 
allowed to call home where it was surprising to find the local newspapers had prepared 
families of our arrival as they had daily arrivals of ships and the men on board. 

The next day on September 30, 1945, the 422nd Night Fighter Squadron was inac
tivated; just 26 months after being activated in Orlando. 

The same day, we said good-by to friends we would never see again, but would re
member always. Some, as did this writer, reflected on the fact that 26 months ago he 
was a foolish boy, but had come to respect and admire those who had helped him grow 
into a man, (1st Corinthians 13:11), and some were very happy to leave and forget the 
whole thing ever happened. 

In retrospect the 422nd could be proud of its record. 
Lineage: 
Constituted the 422nd N.F.S. 
Activated as a Squadron 
Inactivated 

Assignments: 
Air Defense Department 
AAF School of Applied Tactics 
481st Night Fighter Operational Traing 
Group 
AAF Tactical Air Command 
9th Air Force 
9th Tactical Air Command 
70th Fighter Wing 
9th Air Defense Command 
9th Tactical Air Command 
Stations: 
Orlando Air Base, Florida 
Kissimmee Army Air Field, Florida 
Orlando Air Base, Florida 
Camp Shanks, N.Y., N.Y. (P.O.E.) 
Charmy Down (Bath), England 
Scorton, England 
Detachments - Hurn, England 
Detachments - Ford, England 
Maupertus, France 
Chateaudun, France 
Florennes, Belgium 
Strassfeld, Germany 
Langensalza, Germany 
Kassel, Germany 
Reims, France 
Camp Herbert Tareyton, Le Harve, France 
Camp Myles Standish, Boston, Mass 
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July 14, 1943 
August 1, 1943 
September 30, 1945 

August 1, 1943 

October 29, 1943 
January 6, 1944 
March 7, 1944 
March 12, 1944 
May 4, 1944 
August 6, 1944 
Oct. 7, 1944 - Sept. 30, 1945 

August 1, 1943 
November 3, 1943 
Jan. 6 - Feb. 13, 1944 
February 1944 
Mar. 6 - May 8, 1944 
May 8 - July 20, 1944 
June 28 - July 11, 1944 
July 16 - July 31, 1944 
July 25 - Sept. 1, 1944 
Sept. 9 - Sept. 16, 1944 
Sept. 16, 1944 - Mar. 28, 1945 
Mar. 28 - April 24, 1945 
Apr. 24 - May 26, 1945 
May 26 - Aug. 8, 1945 
August 1945 
September 1945 
Sept. 29-30, 1945 

Aircraft: 

DB7-P70- YP 
AT6 - Airspeed 
A20G-P61 A~ 

Operations: 
Combat in Eur1 

Campaigns: 
Normandy 
Northern Frana 
Rhineland f 

Ardennes - Als~ 
Central Europe 

Victories: 
Sorties Flown 
Aircraft Destro) 
Motor Transp01 
Locomotives 
Railway Cars 
Factories 
Buzz Bombs (v 
Bombs Droppec 
Prisoners 

Aircraft victo 

43-5-5 
5-V-1 
3-Ju-87 
10-Ju-88 
10-Ju-188 
8 -Ju-52 
4 - DO-217 
3- Fw-190 
9-Me-110 
1- Me-410 
4-He-111 
l -He-177 

CITATIONS: 
Presidential Uni1 
Fourragere of th 
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, Aircraft: 

DB7 - P70 - YP61- (1943 training) 
AT6 -Airspeed Oxford - UC78 - C64 (liaison) 
A20G - P61 A & B (tactical) 

Operations: 
Combat in European Theater 

Campaigns: 
Normandy 
Northern France 
Rhineland 
Ardennes - Alsace 
Central Europe 

Victories: 
Sorties Flown 
Aircraft Destroyed 
Motor Transports 
Locomotives 
Railway Cars 
Factories 
Buzz Bombs (v-1) 
Bombs Dropped 
Prisoners 

Aircraft victories 

43-5-5 
5-V-1 
3-Ju-87 
10-Ju-88 
10-Ju-188 
8 -Ju-52 
4- DO-217 
3- Fw-190 
9-Me-110 
1- Me-410 
4 - He-111 
1- He-177 

CITATIONS: 
Presidential Unit Citation 

July 3, 1944 - May 4, 1945 

1576 
43-5-5 
14-434 
14-36 
41-435 
11-29 
5 
147 Tons 
10 

(Type): 

(Piloted planes) 
(Buzz Bombs - gyro control) 
(Stuka Dive Bomber) 
(Night Fighter) 
(Night Fighter) 
(Transport) 
(Night Fighter) 
(Day Fighter) 
(Night Fighter) 
(Night Fighter-Reconnaissance) 
(Medium Bomber) 
(Medium Bomber) 

Fourragere of the Belgium Croix de Guerre 
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~R HIIOHITO HAY 
VISIT 'lACARTHUR SOON 

. 'l\JKYO-Emperor -Hirohi•'-.o, the latest abdic~tion rumor vat,ishing into thing air 
whence it came was report ·< lfond:.y to be arrang!ng an unprec~dented visit to Gen
eral ~•acArthur. Whether tl :i Emperor meets far the first time the allied boss of 
his smashed empire, as reli 1ble Japanese sources say, a new series of Drastic u. S. 
decrees showed that neither 1-:irohito nor his government now had much control over 
Japans'- ·fate. 

General l''lcArthur ordg ?d the Japanese government to inr.tall stringent wage 
and price controls and r ate t <'ll critically short commodities to head off 'li:ide 
hunger and suffering a.'!long , ; I-' '111 • s eight million people. The General froze 1',]_1 
Ja'Jan 1s trade abroad, except for approved exports or imports, and these will· be 
limited to necessities. He f >rbade fortlndt.tt· the import or e:q,ort of -bulllion 
currency and negotiable Japrui isc assets -whilt. his officers are delving into the 
comolex financial structure tr nt backed the nation's conquest. 

The Jap~.rH~se said V1-cArt1'ur :uso vetoed Vice fremier Kongye• s appointment 
of Seinitg Ikeda for minister ·t.o the presidency of the Central Liason Board which 
works 1-ri th occupation forizqs. --

STRIKERS CRTPP.LE BUS P:ZSS 
m IXY.'NTO'.:'N NE'/ tO. n: 

NE'1\' YORK--1•ore t.hru, 15,000 elt?\"tltorcoper
ators anct munten1.nce worker~ ir. some ~ 
1,875 M9nh,1.tt;in bui]dines w,i1 hid off their 
jobs Uonday, ,i,. police ,itt,empt ed to cle'lI' 
congestion in front of huildines rnd 
many office -..rorkers returned tr, their 
homes without report.ing for work. O:,,er 1 - · 

tors of the 102 story &npire St 0 t. ii Ruild
•ing reportad very f em ~tt empts to v,,,lk 
higher than the sixth floor. 

Locil.11, 326 "Uld 164 of the -AF'!; Build
ing Service &nployees Intcrn:ition: i1 union 
cialled th3 strike after a !Jr9tr 1.c11ed disp-. 
ute with the ''idtown Re~.1 ty vmert~ Asso
ci ,tion '.lnd the Rtcal ty Advisory Be ,:ird on 
LP-bor Relations. 

At the Empire State Building 72 
,levators stood idle . Other bull .ings 
ufec-ted in~luded the Fletiron B,i: lding 
?3 st.orie:,, 512 7th Ave. 44 s to::-if-l, wd 
.:;oo 5thfcAve . 16 s tories. AAJ, Bui: :Oing 
·;:,,s unaffected, unc:luded the Chr;,-i ler 
luilding 77 floors, Bank of H~J1h ,' .tan Co. 
;uilding 72 floors mi the Rol!:kef, ,ller 
, tructure. 

{H~ ~-?: *** 
'KI!JGET SUBS SCORED 

CffiJNGKDJG---Admiral ~ir Brid~e , Chief 
,r the Pritish l:-'acific Fleet, di s , 1losed 

• ·1onday th1t three British tWO' m:m 1oubm1.r
ines sn0. "!kr,d into Sing-pore H'.'.rbor by 
k .ylight three weeks before the erd of the 
-c-_r, blew up '.l vessel believed to hav-J 

u~en a light cruiser, cut the Hon1;kong 
l,.rine cable rind then made a cle~. geta- · 

•roy. 

HIROHITO SWA.' J::ED PE.\ CE 
FOR PUBLIC OF'IDION 

'roKYO-. Jfarquis Koichi Kido, Lord KeeP
er· of the Privy Se!j]. 1 said nond:w he 
believed Emperor HirQhito ingnored U.S. 
peace sipowlls issued t'lfO weeks before 
Pearl H"'.Tbcr on the advice -of govermnent 
le~ders who t old the emperor it woLtld 
be unwise to 9ppose the w·,r tide within 
Japan. 

The Jhrquie himse·_~f one of the 
Emperor's closest adviners IDd. a power in 
tac., s ele~tion of ,:hprmese· Premiers, said 
in= exclusive interview all reports 
that Hirohito planned to abdicate were 
f'llse. While fors ceing a trend tow:~rd 
increo.sed liberalism and a democracy in 
Japan, the: marquis said, 111 don't aee,• 
any col1lllloner in sight competent to be
come premier." "Until a peoples le ... der 
appe1'XS on the politic'll ~cene the gover 
ment probably will continue to be direct
ed by men who were influencial in the 
milit".I"Y era," he 1.dded. 

iHHHHHl-lH-

NE'.PJ,Y ' 1ILLION DIS•;W~GED 

~ -• SHINGTON-The Army announced "ond1.y, 
90'5,ooo soldiers h, v ?. been disch:irged 
since V-E D'ly, H1>_y 12, 1945. Of this 
n11'1lbm- 139 ,OOO were rele1.Sed the week 
ending 21 September 1945, :ind on 2 Sept
ember alone, 2!1,000 were dischn.rged. 

--------------
BIDDLE m NE"'f ROLE 

~ -i HH~ -?~ 

W!~HIDGTON--President TrtUTL"'.Il u ,m,fay ap
pointed Francis Biddle,.former &ttorney 
general, ns United St1.tes M0mbcr c,f the 
International 'l'ribun.'11 to try Q;crman W;µ
Cr,iminals • 
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-~ -. • •• :- • ,.- ·. •' · ,, ~ ,t, • +I ... , .· . ·. . '· . . . ' L _l .-· '-, • ,."',, • •• ' • -

(:Jz.,t,f~~m~~-~:.Jf ~t B(~zf ng 'f1: ~-l __ i~a y:···qf~---~.TJ f!!f' 
l?Or 'Ni,Zf'Ti~:f f '. }!~r~l~f-· ~!.··~fr. :p1eet 

· · .-, ·t• •_.,~,.' ·. -·~; Black Widow Prowls 

~;~·:·:fi~'Si~l A::::;~~~;~:•~ 
· •. - NIGHT FIGHTER OVER COUN-

Black Widow . ".;' TER-ATTACK ZONE, Dec. 24 (De-
. _roars to st(ni_" Nazis: . - I.ayed).-The Black Widqws ·are out 

"tonight, turning this clear, .cold 
Christmas Eve intQ a holiday or 
hell for Von Rundstedt's Naz!~ in 
the breaktlirough area .. ·• ... ;_ : , 
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From the observer's . seat in the 

I P61 piloted by l/Lt. .· John ,W. 
Anderson; of_ Nas1:tville, you can see 

, artillery batteries spit in anger.and 
many se5=ori~ later ~he b~UE:-V.:Me 
flashes . as : projectiles · exploded 
among~e~ne1ny positi_6r'is: :\:"_·:;:>;. 
:: ,_ · _, ·P.i:ir;1 ai• 9,ooo ·Fc~t ~ -- . : -; -
· F10~1- ~,;e~ Gerin;n~held·. ~i~ss-· 

road town; small caliber flak guns 
criss-cross Hie Dight ·with red_wor!lls 
of tracers along moon-white roads. 
Occasionally 1Jghted up ·by . qu!ckly 
flicked . headlamps· ··are· !ire-swept 
isolated far'm. buildings··and ·wre·cked 
vehicles: .. 'f .. _·:_ · _ .. :·_ ·. · . :.., \ ,;,- ::-. : . 
· At tr.acted to the :·Marche· .· area, 

whern·· parachute flares · shO\V _z,. 
snowy meadow dotted with tanks, 
the Nintli'AF Black Widows· cruise 
along _ at ·9,00

0
0 ~iet.' ;..~en ~p,actfq 

Observer 2/Lt James w .. l\l[ogan, o! 
Boston, §ees an ene·my plane.':.- ·.'( 
· "Peter •. night; , Johnny~bogie . at 
three· o'clock. ·. Go get "the bastard." 

"I see. him, ' I ·see ' him. :· It's ·a 
· ·· :c·ontt11i1ea. on' Page· ·s, ·. ~.- :· -. 

• · ·: ~ \ • • ., • ,._ .,, ,- • ~· • .,., : ~ # :. • - ' --~ 

Ilerlc as _Uraza Enyoy · >:':.·: .: 
.. WASHINGTON, De·c. ·25 (AP)'._:_ 
Adolf . A'. ·Berle . is · slated-· tor " fp
point,i-i1_enii RS ·ambassador to ·· Brazil 
it was learned authoritatively ·yes
trrclay: Berle resigned as RSSistant 
secretary of · state _ In ~he recent 
depar! n1entaf shakeup, ' - · 

' •. I ._ • . • , ~,> \ ,. • #-. 
~ : ' J~. '!' . ... -: -:..._ , .. , ~ 

·.f J' -~~ ·[· _.-• • - •_-.-:--.:_::;;_-t_: __ :r ___ i_~_:,:-_'. __ -_;:_·_. __ "_-·,-- , -~ i-y. ?·/·\':, ._ . 



Abo 



Aboard the S.S. Bienville in Boston Harbor Harbor Pilot 

ltelcome Home Good ole U.S.A. 
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GLOSSARY OF ABBREVIATIONS AND NICK-NAMES RIO 
R.A.F. 
R.C.A.F. 
R.T.O. 

A.A.F. Army Air Force RIT 
A.A.F.T.A.C. Army Air Force Tactical Air Command 
A.A.F.S.A.T. Army Air Force School of Applied Tactics S.O.P. 
A.D.G.B. Air Defense, Great Britain s.o. 
A.W.S. Aircraft Warning Service SD 158 
A.I. Aircraft (Airborne) Intercept SCR720 
A.P.O. Army Post Office 
A.D.C. Air Defense Command U.S.T.A.F. 

U.K. 
B.O.Q. Bachelor Officers Quarters ' W.P.A. ' 

C.B.I. China-Burma-India Theater of Operations 

D.P. Displaced Person 
NICK-NAMES 

D.S. Detached Service 
Andy 

E.M. Enlisted Men (man) Ax 
E.T.O. European Theater of Operations Black Widow 

Big Apple 
FIO Flight Officer Boly 

Deacon 
G.C.I. Ground Control Intercept Deer Slayer 
G.A.F. German Air Force Doc 

Danny 
I.F.F. Identification-Friend or Foe Flash 

Forts I 
M.T.O. Mediterranean Theater of Operation Gentleman Joe J 
MIT Motor Transport Hairbreath l 
MIY Marshalling Yard Iron Pants 

I 

I 
J.W. J 

N.F.S. 6Night Fighter Squadron J.U. J 
N.F.O.T.G. Night Fighter Operational Training Group Johnny J 
N.F.T. Night Fighter Test Junior 1 

Junior I 
O.D. Officer of the Day Killer 
O.S.S. Office of Special Services 

' 
Lefty 
Libs 

P.O.E. Port of Embarkation Lenny 
P.X. Post Exchange Marmite 
P.I. Point of Intercept Massie 
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RIO 
R.A.F. 
R.C.A.F. 
R.T.O. 
R/T 

S.O.P. 
S.O. 
SD 158 
SCR720 

U.S.T.A.F. 
U.K. 
W.P.A. 

Radar Observer 
Royal Air Force 
Royal Canadian Air Force 
Rail Transportation Officer 
Rail Transportation 

Standard (Squadron) Operational Procedure 
Special Order 
Early Radar Units (Ground) 
Airborne Radar Developed by M.I.T. 

United States Tactical Air Force 
United Kingdom 
Works Progress Administration 

NICK-NAMES 

Andy R. A. Anderson Mouse Edward Kopsel 
Ax E. 0 . Axtell Moe William Molinari 
Black Widow P-61 Aircraft Nipper Lloyd Nixon 
Big Apple New York City Okie William Adams 
Boly Robert Bolinder Pop James Montgomery 
Deacon Leonard Koehler Pistol-Shot James Postlewaite 
Deer Slayer Percy Poehler Pete Richard Himelright 
Doc Edward Page Pappy Donald More 
Danny Robert Danielson Pinky John Pinkerton 
Flash Alfred Dorner Rain-Drops Churchill Wilcox 
Forts B-17 Aircraft Rowdy Delbert Dow 
Gentleman Joe Joe Crew Rubber Legs John CT. W.) Anderson 
Hairbreath Harry Faunce Skipper 0. B. Johnson 
Iron Pants R. A. Anderson Sack Al Gordon 
J.W. J. W. Anderson Skogie Richard Skoglund 
J.U. J. U. Morris Speedy Edward Tasillo 
Johnny J. U. Morris Slugger Edgar Merriman 
Junior William Laird Shorty Robert Graham 
Junior Eugene Lee Smitty Paul Smith 
Killer Robert Elmore T.I. T. I. Jones 
Lefty Eleutherois Eleftherion 
Libs B-24 Aircraft 
Lenny Leonard Mapes 
Marmite G.C.1. Controllers 
Mossie British Mosquito Fighter 
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422� NIGHT FIGHTER SQUADRON 
Aircraft Victory List 

NAME 

EUGENE O.AXTELL ( PILOT) 
HERMAN E.ERNST (PILOT) 
EDWARD H. KOPSBL (R/0) 
PAUL A. SMITH (PILOT) 
ROBERT E. TIERNEY (R/O) 
IICl8BR1' F. GRAHAN (R/0) 
ROBERT G. BCl..INDER {PILOT) 
ROBERTO. ELMORE (PILOT) 

f. NAPES (R/0)
RAYNOND A. AND8RSQ( (Pit.Or) 
JOHN U. MORRIS (R/0) 
LEWIS A. GORDON {PILOT) 

• IGtRisat (R/0)
.ralfW. � (PILOI') 

•• 9DMN (11/0)
ORIS B. JOHNSON {PILOT) 
JAMES A. MONTOCJ.fERY {R/0) 
THBODORE I. JONES {PILOT) 
WILLIAM G. ACW4S 0 JR. (R/0) 
LEONARD F. KOEHLER {PILOT) 

• LOUIS L •. BOST ( R/0)
TAOAS J. SPELIS {PILOT)
ELEUTHEROIS ELBPTHERION {R/0)

. BBRNARD ORZEL ( R/0) 
JOSBPfl W. CRBW (R/0) 
THOtAS H. BURLESON (PILOT) 
WILLIAM P. MONAHAN (R/0) 
FRED E. BURNETT (PILOT) 
CLIFFORD B. BRANDT (R/0) 
EDGAR B. MERRIMAN (PILOT) 
DELBERT W. DOW (R/0) 
RAYMOND L. RaolENS (PILOT) 
JOS8PH • JERIN (a/0) 

LS8 {PD.OT) 
ALFRED F. DORNER {R/0) 
DONALD W. ALLEE (PILOT) 
RIOIARD --.xa, JR. (11/0) 

Aircraft v-1

Destroyed Buzz Bollbs 
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