Post subject: Hateful style       


American Copy Editors Society
Posted: Wed May 10, 2006 2:58 pm     Jim Thomsen, Bremerton, WA
http://www.copydesk.org/discussionboard/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?t=64

I'm troubled by this story that appeared today in my newspaper. (On Tuesdays, I work on one of our weekly news tabs and as such, wasn't editing local copy.) 

Here are the first three grafs, and in bold is what bothers me in particular: 

Peggy Stanley says as Poulsbo residents are confronted by racist letters that seek to divide them, community members are reacting by coming together. 

Stanley’s 17-year-old adopted daughter, Jasmine Campbell, was thrown into the center of controversy after organizers of Poulsbo’s Viking Fest received hateful letters about Campbell’s selection as Miss Viking Fest 2006. She’s the festival’s first black winner. 

Last week, a handful of letter writers began sending racist e-mails to Viking Fest organizers criticizing the choice of Campbell in late April. They said the position should be held only by those of Scandinavian heritage, according to organizers. 

In that construction, I feel we're making an editorial comment that the letters are hate speech. My opinion is that it's not our place to make that characterization. If we want to quote others saying they're hateful, that's fine, but we shouldn't be saying it on their behalf. 

What do you think? (For now, we'll leave aside the other obvious usage issues in the story.)

Post subject: transgendered quandary 

American Copy Editors Society
Posted: Mon Apr 24, 2006 7:46 p.m.    Teresa Schmedding, Board member, Chicago, IL 

http://www.copydesk.org/discussionboard/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?t=23

We had a story last week on someone murdered in a motel. Neighbors referred to the victim as a she; police said it was a man. The reporter even went on to describe the victim as slender white woman with reddish-brown hair. 

I took those references out and went with the gender the police had. I might have made a different call if we talked to the victim's family. It's a fairly transient area and for all I knew, the person was a female impersonator or maybe just a cross-dresser. 

Am I right in thinking that the gender you use depends on how the person lived their life even if there hadn't been an operation? Or should it be what's on his/her birth certificate?

Post subject: Flopping into the fecal frontier
American Copy Editors Society
Posted: Mon May 01, 2006 9:58 am     Jim Thomsen, Bremerton, WA
http://www.copydesk.org/discussionboard/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?t=46

When would you allow the word "shit" into a newspaper story? Does your paper have a written policy, or does it get judged situationally? 

Here's a recent example from the Seattle Post-Intelligencer of what I see as a pretty pointless and gratuitous use of this seldom-exercised privilege (note: registration is required to view this link): 

Dale Chihuly is the most inventive glass sculptor in the history of the medium, but a massive career and many honors have not insulated him from personal and professional troubles that trail him lately like a bad smell. 

A few weeks ago, the bad smell metaphor took material form. 

Standing in an ornate garden surrounding a mansion in Medina, this son of a Tacoma meatpacker and union organizer frowned and checked his shoes. 

"Did I step in something?" he asked. The garden was lovely, but the stink of fertilizer was overwhelming. 

"Pig shit," he said. "Sometimes you can't get away from it." 

You wouldn't know it to look at his work. Full of play and dazzling in its high theatrics, his sculptures give voluptuous shape to excess, making it shine. 

But at age 64, he's where he never wanted to be, in court. He's suing two glass blowers for copyright infringement, contending they're imitating his work. They're threatening to sue him back, questioning whether Chihuly is the creative intelligence behind the art bearing his signature. And a former dealer is attacking him with a gusto rare in the art world. 

If that's not enough, his feet hurt.

Lottery staff caught cheating on logo design

J. Andrew Curliss, Staff Writer, Raleigh News & Observer,

http://www.newsobserver.com/102/story/400414.html

CORRECTION 

A front-page headline Wednesday incorrectly said the staff of the N.C. lottery was caught cheating when it developed a proposed logo. The staff used clip art, a source of stock images, in developing the logo. When Tom Shaheen, the lottery director, presented the logo to the lottery commission, he said the staff needed to check copyright and trademark laws to see whether the logo could be used. Later that day, a lawyer for the lottery concluded that it could not use the logo.

Seigenthaler and Wikipedia - Lessons and Questions:

A Case Study on the Veracity of the ‘Wiki’ concept 
(Contributed by Natasha Washington)

In May, a Nashville man posted a biography of retired journalist John L. Seigenthaler Sr. on Wikipedia, the user-created and edited online encyclopedia. The originally anonymous posting included several fabricated statements, including that Seigenthaler was once thought to be involved in the assassination of John F. Kennedy and Robert Kennedy, and that he had lived in the Soviet Union for 13 years. In fact, the brief bio contained only one factual sentence, Seigenthaler was administrative assistant to Robert Kennedy in the early 1960s. 

Despite the inaccuracies, the entry was not detected until September, when Seigenthaler learned of it and had it taken down.

Seigenthaler, a member of the Committee of Concerned Journalists Steering Committee, outlined what happened to him in an account in USA Today. That inspired press coverage and has led to broad discussion on the Internet about the rules and virtues of Wikipedia, and, by extension, the notion fact and accuracy in virtual citizen debate online.

In the wake of the controversy, the original author of the fake bio came forward in mid-December and admitted to posting the bio as a prank meant to shock a colleague. Brian Chase said he believed nobody took Wikipedia seriously. Seigenthaler decided not to pursue legal action against Chase and urged the man's employer to rehire him (Chase quit because he did not want to involve the company he worked for). 

The case raises some interesting questions. What does the controversy say about the Web as a platform for information delivery? What does it say about Wikipedia itself? What lessons can journalists take away from the episode?

Pit driver strikes campus psyche

Taheri-Azar puts spotlight on campus tolerance

By: Katie Hoffmann, Assistant University Editor

Issue date: 4/28/06 Section: University

When Mohammad Taheri-Azar drove through the Pit on March 3, he struck nine people and the perception of religious tolerance on campus.

The 2005 UNC alumnus told police that he was trying to kill as many as possible to avenge the deaths of Muslims around the world at the hands of the U.S. government.

With a rented Jeep Grand Cherokee, the Charlotte native brought the world's attention to campus, as a firestorm of debate about religious terrorism was left in his wake.

But as time passed and attention shifted to other concerns - such as Spring Break and the March 13 Duke rape allegations - the community began to heal and move on.

"The Taheri-Azar incident is now being seen in an appropriate context and perspective - as one person acting alone … one of those almost freakish situations," Chancellor James Moeser said. "I don't think there is a safer place in the world than this campus."

Members of the campus community have said that perceptions of safety are no longer the main aftereffect of the attack- rather fostering healthy religious discussion.

"There isn't a significant amount of dialogue or visible interaction between different student religious groups," said Franklin Horn, a senior who helped organize a vigil weeks after the Pit attack.

The University has a recent history of heated religious controversies that drew national attention.

UNC assigned "Approaching the Qur'án: The Early Revelations" as the summer reading selection for the class of 2006 - catapulting the University into the national media when a lawsuit alleged the choice violated the separation of church and state.

Earlier this year a Daily Tar Heel columnist wrote an incendiary piece supporting racial profiling of Arabs.

This semester the DTH published an editorial cartoon depicting the Prophet Muhammad - a blasphemous act for Muslims - once again bringing the national spotlight to religious debate at UNC.

Horn said the cartoon further demonstrated the need for dialogue between student religious groups on campus.

"That continues to show that there's a lack of education about religion on campus," Horn said.

But members of the administration have stressed that they do not think a lack of tolerance caused the Pit attack.

"I think we're a very accepting community of religious differences," said Margaret Jablonski, vice chancellor for student affairs. "That incident could have happened anywhere."

Aside from a pair of e-mails to parents and students, South Building has not responded formally to the incident.

The Muslim Students Association issued a statement shortly after the attack stating that Taheri-Azar was not affiliated with MSA and deploring his actions.

Group members said they were glad to see that most Muslims were treated with respect on campus.

"I think most people were being supportive," said Omar Awan, a sophomore who served on the group's executive board this year.

"A lot of people went out of their way to help Muslims who they thought were in danger or hurt or misrepresented."

But students say there's always room for improvement.

"I've always likened UNC to a good Italian salad dressing," Horn said. "There are plenty of oils and vinegars and spices in the same bottle, but they don't necessarily interact with each other unless you give them a good shake."

To start stirring things up, Horn and three other students held a "Vigilance Against Hate" in March to promote open discussion about religious beliefs.

It was one of several events held in wake of the attack, including student government's reclaiming of the Pit.

Awan said these kind of meetings are vital to ensure students encounter people of different religions.

"Education is still key," Awan said. "A lot of groups will try on their own to educate everyone what they believe.

"I really think intolerance is born out of ignorance of never hearing or ignorance of only hearing one side."

http://www.dailytarheel.com/media/storage/paper885/news/2006/04/28/University/Pit-Driver.Strikes.Campus.Psyche-1881637.shtml?norewrite200607171050&sourcedomain=www.dailytarheel.com

Wait for the facts to decide

By: Dr. Richard H. Kohn, with L. Michael Allsep, rhkohn@unc.edu

Issue date: 3/28/06 Section: Viewpoints

Is Mohammed Taheri-Azar a terrorist?

Had he killed rather than injured his victims or packed his vehicle with explosives and taken his own life with many others or murdered using firearms, it would be easier to label him a terrorist.

But we need to suspend final judgment until we are confident that we know all that we can know about this incident.

Whether Taheri-Azar committed a terrorist act is an academic, legal and, above all, political query.

The National Counter Terrorism Center's Worldwide Incident Tracking System will almost certainly list what happened as a terrorist incident. 

Yet other accepted definitions of terrorism would exclude the incident without evidence that Taheri-Azar was connected to a known terrorist group.

As the system warns, "Determination of what constitutes a terrorist act can be more art than science" for "information is often incomplete, fact patterns may be open to interpretation, and perpetrators' intent is rarely clear.

Moreover, information might become available over time that changes initial judgments about incidents, and thus reasonable people could differ on whether a particular incident actually constitutes terrorism or some other form of political violence."

Definition isn't the only problem. Much about Taheri-Azar's case remains unclear.

No matter how loudly he proclaims himself a terrorist, should we simply take him at his word?

Only objective evidence can establish his intent, but authorities might never fully reveal whether he had links with terrorist groups, the extent of his planning, the research he undertook, what computer sites or chat rooms he visited and many other aspects of the case.

Simply taking him at his word could be misleading.

His mental state also could be contested, but legal culpability still leaves room for a troubled mind and does not resolve questions about his motives or whether he and his actions should be considered in the same category as those acts of terrorism that jump readily to mind in public discourse.

The legal resolution of the case will not necessarily clarify the issue either. Prosecutors have already brought sufficient charges to punish Taheri-Azar severely without invoking federal terrorism statues.

Adding those charges to the 18 counts pending might complicate the prosecution without adding to any ultimate sentence and give Taheri-Azar even more of the attention he has so earnestly sought.

Officially labeling his acts terrorism might be more a political than a legal issue. Already, liberal and conservative groups have seized upon the event for partisan purposes, generating much emotion and little understanding. 

Many conservatives seem determined to conclude that this was a terrorist act well in advance of a full investigation of the case.

At the same time, many liberals appear equally determined to deny that this was a terrorist act despite the evidence that points in that direction.

In the final analysis, our vulnerability to violence in what seemed the safest of places became clear with dramatic suddenness, but the controversy that has followed should not prevent considered judgment. While much remains unknown, it would be irresponsible to ignore evidence that is already on the record or impose our own political views on it. Until as much information as possible is released to the public, our minds and our hearts should remain open.

Richard H. Kohn is chairman of the PWAD curriculum and a history professor. 
L. Michael Allsep Jr. is a Ph.D. candidate studying military history and was struck by Taheri-Azar in the Pit.
http://media.www.dailytarheel.com/media/storage/paper885/news/2006/03/28/Viewpoints/Wait-For.The.Facts.To.Decide-1751102.shtml?sourcedomain=www.dailytarheel.com&MIIHost=media.collegepublisher.com
	As copy desk work grows, credibility ebbs 

Author: Gene Foreman
Published: March 05, 1999
Last Updated: March 23, 1999

On copy editing 

Readers rank little errors — grammar, spelling, etc. — as their first credibility roadblock; copy editors say it’s no mystery: errors increase as their workload does 

The ASNE credibility report, with its No. 1 finding that errors in precision are undermining the credibility of our newspapers, lends a sense of urgency to the idea that editors should be paying more attention to how technology has diminished their copy desks’ effectiveness. 

Pam Robinson, president of the American Copy Editors Society, said technology itself is not the problem. “I doubt if anyone in ACES would like to go back to the days of hot type because the technology has given us more control over the whole process,” she said. “What we hear from our members, from managers to rim editors, is that the technology has, in some places, brought more work — more emphasis on production at the expense of editing.” She said that, to save money, copy editors at some papers are coding stories for the Web site or the library files in addition to coding them for producing the newspaper. 

She said copy editors and senior editors should be looking honestly at what the copy desk is doing now at their papers. She suggested they “figure out how much is not editing, and then decide how important they consider the traditional role of the copy desk, which is to protect the newspaper’s good name.” 

Other copy desk experts identified technology, or its ramifications, as the biggest reason for the prevalence of error. Like Robinson, they noted a sense of irony. Technology should be improving the quality of our newspapers, because it gives the editors more control over the final pages than they had in the days before computerized typesetting, area composition and pagination. 

While eliminating printers’ and compositors’ jobs, technology did not eliminate all their work.  As those workers retired or took buyouts, the remaining production tasks — entering composition codes, assembling pages on the computer screen — were taken over by copy editors. At a few newspapers, farsighted editors and publishers increased staffing on the copy desks to compensate. More often, the copy desks did not grow. To the contrary, in the economic squeeze of the last decade, their staffing declined as their workload increased. 

Many of the authorities on copy editing I asked concluded that under those circumstances, it was only logical that customers would see more typos, misspellings and tortured syntax. 

“For various reasons, many newspapers have not been putting as much resources into quality control, and we are beginning to see the cost of it,” said Carl Sessions Stepp, who teaches journalism at the University of Maryland and visits dozens of newsrooms each year as a consultant. “No one should be surprised that we are getting more little errors in the paper. We are getting big ones, too.” 

Stepp said that at many of the newspapers he has visited, he has observed two phenomena on the copy desks. One is that copy editors are spending less of their total time on editing; the rest is devoted to technical functions like formatting, coding and pagination. The other is that copy editors are spending less time on each piece of copy. “Where they might have spent 20 to 30 minutes, they now devote 10 to 15,” Stepp said. 

John Russial, a former copy chief who now teaches at the University of Oregon, said the business had not come to terms with increased production work in the newsroom. He said technical tasks distract copy editors from editing. Copy chiefs, Russial said, are tracking page elements instead of checking copy and improving headlines. 

“What gets shorted because of technology is the detail level of editing and the quality of headlines,” said Russial, who wrote his doctoral thesis on the effects of pagination on the copy desk. 

Alex Cruden, chief editor of the copy desks at the Detroit Free Press, agreed that copy editors were distracted by production duties. “No matter how talented editors may be, if they have more things to do, they’ll make more mistakes,” he said. 

Cruden and Stepp also noted the increase in zoning as newspapers strive to reach more readers. “I agree that local news is the franchise and zoning is a good thing,” Stepp said. The copy desk may have grown as a result of zoning, he said, “but not nearly commensurate to the extra work.” Cruden saw another hazard: “If you use the same story across several zones, but change it a little each time and the same copy editor edits that story different times during the night, the editor may not read it as keenly because it is repetitive.” 

The credibility report should also be taken seriously by journalists who tend to dismiss precision, in the language and in minor facts, as inconsequential. If anything, it demonstrates that the readers do care about grammar, punctuation and spelling — the nits, in newsroom parlance. Stepp said the study shows that readers make big decisions about newspapers based on little things; they are, after all, the same consumers who decide to buy a car by listening to how the door slams instead of looking at the engine. The study, Stepp said, “puts a big exclamation point on the adage that there is no such thing as a small error.” 

Foreman, a longtime editor at The Philadelphia Inquirer, is now a distinguished professional-in-residence at the Penn State College of Communications. 
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ASNE Statement of Principles 

ASNE's Statement of Principles was originally adopted in 1922 as the "Canons of Journalism." The document was revised and renamed "Statement of Principles" in 1975. 



PREAMBLE. The First Amendment, protecting freedom of expression from abridgment by any law, guarantees to the people through their press a constitutional right, and thereby places on newspaper people a particular responsibility. Thus journalism demands of its practitioners not only industry and knowledge but also the pursuit of a standard of integrity proportionate to the journalist's singular obligation. To this end the American Society of Newspaper Editors sets forth this Statement of Principles as a standard encouraging the highest ethical and professional performance. 

ARTICLE I - Responsibility. The primary purpose of gathering and distributing news and opinion is to serve the general welfare by informing the people and enabling them to make judgments on the issues of the time. Newspapermen and women who abuse the power of their professional role for selfish motives or unworthy purposes are faithless to that public trust. The American press was made free not just to inform or just to serve as a forum for debate but also to bring an independent scrutiny to bear on the forces of power in the society, including the conduct of official power at all levels of government. 

ARTICLE II - Freedom of the Press. Freedom of the press belongs to the people. It must be defended against encroachment or assault from any quarter, public or private. Journalists must be constantly alert to see that the public's business is conducted in public. They must be vigilant against all who would exploit the press for selfish purposes. 

ARTICLE III - Independence. Journalists must avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety as well as any conflict of interest or the appearance of conflict. They should neither accept anything nor pursue any activity that might compromise or seem to compromise their integrity. 

ARTICLE IV - Truth and Accuracy. Good faith with the reader is the foundation of good journalism. Every effort must be made to assure that the news content is accurate, free from bias and in context, and that all sides are presented fairly. Editorials, analytical articles and commentary should be held to the same standards of accuracy with respect to facts as news reports. Significant errors of fact, as well as errors of omission, should be corrected promptly and prominently. 

ARTICLE V - Impartiality. To be impartial does not require the press to be unquestioning or to refrain from editorial expression. Sound practice, however, demands a clear distinction for the reader between news reports and opinion. Articles that contain opinion or personal interpretation should be clearly identified. 

ARTICLE VI - Fair Play. Journalists should respect the rights of people involved in the news, observe the common standards of decency and stand accountable to the public for the fairness and accuracy of their news reports. Persons publicly accused should be given the earliest opportunity to respond. Pledges of confidentiality to news sources must be honored at all costs, and therefore should not be given lightly. Unless there is clear and pressing need to maintain confidences, sources of information should be identified. 

These principles are intended to preserve, protect and strengthen the bond of trust and respect between American journalists and the American people, a bond that is essential to sustain the grant of freedom entrusted to both by the nation's founders. 
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