nymy only advantage as a reporter is that I am so physically small,
50 temperamantally uncbtrusive, and so neurotically inarticulate that people
tend to forget that my presence runs counter to Cheir best interescs,

And it always does, That is one last thing to vemember: WriEers are always

s¢lling somebody out."

Joan Didion
1968

“If wa treated our audlence with tha respect iCs Members deserve,
and gave them an aceurate understanding of the pressures 0f cime and space
under which we work, we could acknowledge the inherent limitatioms and
imperfections in our work, ... We could say plainly what we all kmow to be
the case, that the procaess of selecting what the reader reads involves not
just objective facts but subjmctive judments, persamal values and, yes,
pre judices, Inatead of promising All the ¥ewa That's Fit to Print, I would
like to see us say = over and over, until the point has been made - that the
newspaper that drops on your doorscep is a partial, hasty, incomplete,
insvitably Flawed and inaccurate rendering of some of the thinga we have
heard abouf in the past 24 hours - distorted, despice our besc efforts to
eliminate grosa bias, by the very procesa of compresaion chat makes it poasible
for you to lift it from the deoorstep and read it in about an hour, [f we
labeled che product accurabely, then we could immediately add: But it's
the bast we could do under the circumstances, and we will be back tomorrow
with a corrected and updated versiom,

»If we did that, [ suspect, not only would wa feel lems inhibited

about cortecting and updating our owm stories, we might aven encourage the
readera to emtribute their own information and underatanding to the process.
We might even find curselves acknowledging something moat of us find hard to
accept: that they have something to tell us, as well as to hear from us.”

David Broder
1979



"Every journalist who is not toc stupid or too Full of himself to
notice what is going on knows that what he does in morally indefensible,*
Janet Malcolm

"We see the world through lenses we have ground ourselves, v

Buby Bluas

Y, DAC WA S g s,

1 think you can tell what my concerns are,

I love newspapers, ['d read them all day if I could; indeed, I've
spent too much time in Chapel Hill deing just that, I love the places
I "go,” the peopla I *meet* and the things I laarn through newspapers,
But I also gnow well = and never forget - that they're just one small
vision, one small version of che world,

I have big worries about newspapers,

I can"t rell you the nunmber of times people have told me, “The
Paper sure messed up that story,” I was misquoted,™ "I never said thae,*
*The paper gave such a one=gided reporTt,™

Ur, on the other hand, the mumber of times people have told oe, "No, I
never read the paper,*

I don't know who is pore troubling: the critic or the nonTfader,

Soma of the reading I have done this wvinter has besn about ethics,
objectivicy, media history and eritieism and "feeding frenzies, ™

ne of the most disturbing thinga I read was a portion of James Fallows*
1996 buck, Breaking the News, in which he deacribsd one part of a television
series tirled "Ethics in America,” which aired in the late *40a., This parcicular
segment, ticled “Under Orders, Under Fire," shows jourhaliscs and members of the




military discussing a hypotherical situation in which a journalist, who had
been allowed to accompany the engmy = North Kosanese soldiers - op patrol,
Yealizes to his horrer that an ambush is being prepared for acme Amevican and
South Kosanese soldiers,

Inieially, Peter Jennings, one of the panel Farticipants, sald he would
do everything he could to alert the Americans,

‘Even if it meant lesing the story, Ogletrme (Charles Ogletreea, the
Harvard Law Schocl prefessor who was moderating the panel in Speratie fashion)
aAsked,m

Even though it would almost certainly mean losing my 1life, Jennings
replied,

At that, Mike Wallace mercilessiy berated Jeannings,

"1 am astonished really, ,,, You're a TaporLec,™

Didn"t Jennings have a higher duty, asked Ogletres,

"No," Wallace sajd, "You don't have a higher duty. No. No, You're a
reporter, ™

And Jennings, saying he had lost sight of his Journalistie duty to remain
detached, quickly agreed, backtracked and apologized for his original decision.

I read all this with disbalief - 4¥9, Cepugnance,

But later, and somewhat cailmer, [ wondered if perhaps I, like Jenninga,
had misunderstood what it means to be a journalist, what journalism is all about,
To be an impartial witness, mast a Journalist think bsyond the moment? Understand
the larger picture? Must a journmalist transcend nationalistic cotcerna?
Transcend human concerns?

Grudegingly, but with enormous Teservations, I began te chink parchaps
there Wwas gomething to Wallace's words, But i certainly didn't enter his camp
the way Jennings had - unreservedly,

And I remained troubled,

But then [ read a powarful essay by Mattin Bell, a former war teporter for
BBC and now a Membar of Parliament, (From 1965 to 1997, Bell covered mare than
80 countries and 11 wars.) Ball's essay, titlad "The journalism of attachment,"
made me once again consider Wallace's words - and unTeaervedly raject them,



When Bell began his career, he participated in what he calls "hystanders®
journalism,” in which he concentrated on tactics and Strategles of war ratcher
than on the people fighting the war and the pedple being affectsd by the war.
But over time, Bell experienced a sea chanpe. He began to seo thap journalist-

as-degcached-and-neutral obsarver was bunk, Journalists are a part of the world

and they are a part of what they are reporting., And what thay're doing has
rapercussions.,

(He rells an agonizing story - and possibly doubtful, though he fears not -
story about a reporter in Bosnia who, wishing to write a profile abour a sniper,
found himself on the fromt lines with said snipar:

"The sniper was peering out from bLetween two bricks in his forward dafences,
The reporter asked, "What do you see?* The sniper replied, *I zes tua people
walking in the street: Which of them do you want me to shoot?" It waas at
this point that the reporter realised, too late, that he had embarked on &
project which was inherently lethal and which he shiuld not even have considered,
3¢ he urged the sniper to shoot nelther of them, made his excuses and turned
Lo leave, As he did so, he heard two shoks of rapid fire from the position just
bahind him, He turned and looked, questiening, 8That was a pity,! sald the
sniper, 'you eo;ld have saved one of thelr lives.'w

Bell realized journalism is not a mirror that gilently reflects the world;
Tather, journalism is wholly unlike a mirror because it affects what it reflects,

Bell writes that "in a world where genocide has returned in recent YEATS
to haunt three continents,” reporters must shock, diaturb and not rTemain in-
different to "good and evil, right and wrong, the victim and the oppressor.”

He closes with these worda: *"What in the end is our vaunted technologry
for? And what i3 the justification for a disengaged journalism which would
Tequires (sic) its practitioners, as speclal people with speclal ptivilegs,
to clogse their hearty to pity?

"This ix a phrase with certain historical resonance. Thers was in this
century a military commander who urged his generals to do just that - to close
their hearts to pity, He enjoyed a measure of success for a while, His name
Was Adelf Hitlep,®

Parliament is all the richer for having Bell a member,

wJoarnalism is all the poorer for his absence,



Howard Kurcz's Media Circus i3 a call to arms, An unabashed lover of the

Press (he's the medla reporter for The Washington Foat), he's pg fawning
apologist, elther, He calls the varts as he sees them and make 3 SLTONE case = a
Pleal - chat newspapers renounce News Lite, stop shrinking stories into ever=-
smaller digests - "will eventually digest themselves out of existencer and give
UP rutsie ETAPhics and yuppie features,

Kurtz writes; "The problem with dunbing—down nevspapers is thar we're
talking down to people, and they know it, Inatead of capturing their actention
the hard way - with well-wTitten storias about schools and taxes and cribe and
culture and other things that matter in their lives = we take the easier (and
cheapar) Way ocut, We move from our greateat strength - depth and textura =
and assume that everyone in the video gensration has an attention span of ninetry
seconde,™

Kurtz furthar laments that so many U,S, papers look and sound exactly
alike with large color photographa, lavge color weather mapaj sCoTY Summaries,
the same columnists, the same wire atariea. And in che light nf this country*'s
fuge diversity, this is a crimes A wide variaty of papers should exist - each
having a distinct personality, a discrete voice,

Kurtz's hook was published tn 1993, but given the continuing decline in
nevspaper raadership and eirzulation flgures and the continuing increase in
other news sources, his advice remains vital and timely,

(In 1997, daily circulation for all papera droppad for the 10th consecutive
year, to 56.7 million. In 1997, 63,7 percent of adults read a dally paper} in
1967, 73 percent of adults rezd a daily paper, Forty-eight percent of l8=-to=24~
year-olds read a paper, compared with &8 percent of pacple older than 65, In
1916, 2,461 papers were printed in the United States, In 1997, that number
wag 1,50%. Many afternoon papers have foldad, and only 2 percent of Anerican
cities have competing papers. Newspaper chaiins control 80 percent of the pation®s
papers, )

Newspapers muat gtop trying to emulate television (that battle was long losat)
and reclailm their unique mandate - in-depth stories abeut significant subjects -
8cthe hobgebling of averydsy life"; housing, thae homeless, day care, Tace, prejudice,
injustice, mass transit, health cara, tha enviTonment, povarty - that explore
the ramifications of warious aspects of the subject under conalderation,

Ferhaps then will papers have & chance at aborting their frea fall,



"We need to stop destroying imperfect people
at the altar of an unattalnable morality,”

Richard GCephardt
Decembar 1995

larty Sabato*s Feeding Frenzy is another searing indictment of the press.

Sabata defines a *feeding frenzy" as the media covarage of an event or person
"uhere a4 critical mass of journalists leap Co cover the same embarrassing or
scandalous subject and pursuse it intensely, often excessively, and somutipes
unceontrellably,”

Sabato cites numerous; examples, including Jimmy Carter's “killer ctabbic,m
Geraldine Ferraro's family finances, Jack Kemp's and Tom Foley's purported
homosexuality, Gary Hart and Domna Rice, Dan Quayle and Paula Parkinaom,

Chuck Robb's partying, Barney Frank's male prostitute, The liast could - and
does = go om and om

{Because rhisy book was published in 1991, and because Sabato is concerned
solely with politicians, we are thankfully spared, among others, Donald, Ivana
and Marla; the William Kennedy Smith vape casej the Buttafucos; the Bobbitts;
Michael Jackson} the Brock Adams and Bob Packwood sexual harassmenkt casesj|
and, the biggest of them all, Bill and Cennifer and Paula and Mopica and, oh
no, niw Juanita?)

While admitting that jourmaliem "has often been Temarkably uncivilized,
and far more 50 at the beginning of the American Revolution than today” (We
learn that the first newspaper publiszhed in Amerieca, Publick Occurrences, Bath
Foreign and Domestick, in 16%0, Teported that "the king of France 'used to lie
with' his son's wifa_ "), Sabato says the current, over-the—-top obsession with
the sensational and scandalous began in the mid='70s,

Pefore that time, for about 40 years, the press showed restraint om
reporting on a politician's privata life, following the rule that *"the private
1ife of a public figure should stay private and undiscloged unless it seriously
tmpinged on his or her public performance.* (Some mlght say the press showed
unbelievable, even negligent, restraint during theose years: Conslder the non~
reporting on Franklin D, Roosevelt*s fragile health and John F. Kennedy's reckless
and wanton promiscuity = matters of not little lmport for che natiom,)

From about 1966 to 1974 = years that bore witness to the Vietnam War,
Teddy Kennedy's Chappaquiddiek -accident, the Pentagon Papers, Watergate =
the cozy, swaliow everything, beliave everything, “tell almoat nothing* “lapdog™
journalism evolved into “watehdog® Joutnalism, in which public statemencs were
questioned and serutinized rigoroualy., Private lives, however, and private

matters, continued to remain just that - private and not revealed,



But in the mid-'70s, the "watchdeg™ devolved into " junkyard-dog,”
with more and more aspects of private life becoming fair fodder for pudlic
congumption, And the reperting turned harsh, agaressive, nasty, i.e,, fueding
frenzies,

This ever=inctreasing, no=holds-barred, unrelenting emphasis on the private
is justified on the widely held belief that “private conduct is a road fap
to public action,™

Well, to an extent, Certainly some private "foibles" cannot and should
not, be dismissed as trivial and of no account = eapacially when thay teveal
a self-destructive personality bast not entrusted with the public weal,

But all this must be balanced against a politician*s public positious,
statements and actions - all part of the camplicated equation that make up a
human being and which, unfortunately, all too often are given short shrift
in faver of the titillating and tawdry,

Sabate claims all this dlood-seeking has ignored such important issues
and real scandals s the savings—and—~loan debacle and unending messes at che
U.5. Department of Housing and Urban Development in the 19805,

{T¢ make this a bit more curreant - Monica Lewinsky's ingenuous assertion
that her affair with Bill Clinton "didn't affeect his job," notwithstanding -
ong can't help but wonder what was ignored or neglected while this country
feasced on BEill and Monica,)

(In the Qek, 20, 1998, issue of The New Yorker, the writer Bgbbie Ann Masom
writes: "It hardly seems c¢tedible that we have tryly tutned inte a tabloid
natien. Puture historians will be at a nonplua, They will have to coaclude
that America was suffering from some sort of fin-de-siecle insanity, They
will speak of our premillenarian madness, when - faced with the imploaion of
Russia, the financial collapae of Asia, intermational terrorism, and other grave
matiers = we eviscerated the American government because a middle-ggad man
dallied with a young, willing woman and ther tried to mush it up,*)

Ffurthermore, Sabate says, this unending concern with the geandalous doesntt
gElve the electorate adequate information with which to make thoughtful,
informed decisions, and it discourages decent, competent, but-all-too=buiman-and-—
possibly=-mistake-prone men and women from entering the political fray.

There’s mo easy answer Lo all this, I'd like to request simply that
Teporters begin each day with a recltation of either the Golden Rule or Immanys=1l

Kant's categorical imperative, but that's pie-in-the-sky thinking.



Journalism is a money-making, profit-seeking lndustry, and po question
does the sexy story sell, adding te Loday's ali~impartant botrom lipa -
havdly inconsequential,

But chese financial concerns and che underscanding that personal matcars
¢an be indicative, revealing and important must te balanced against Jourtnalisa's
charge to provide people with a fair, balanced and orderly telling of significant
events that affect their lives and world,

The Feb. 24, 1999, issue of the newspaper US4 Today printed a list of
Lhe top 100 news stories, as decided by 67 journalists and historians. (Pleaze
see next page.}) With the exception of Bill Clinton's impeachnent, brought

about By a sex scandal, not one sensational story made the 1lisrc,

To conelude this section of the eviluation, I would like to mention
Robert Datntem's 1975 essay “JouTnalismi: All the News That Fits We Print, "™
and than return briefly to James Fallows* Breaking Lthe News.

Darnten, a Princeron Unlversity professor and historian, was a crime reporter
for the Newark Star Ledger and The NeWw York Times from 1952 to 1964, His essay
dissects newsrooms: how do Teporters learn their craft; whom do they really
write for (other reporters, their editors and sources, and Mom)}: the dynedoms
and pecking order of newsrooms; and - meost interesting Lo me -~ how are 5CaTies
written,

Darnton says reporters do nor sit down to write with "minds a tabula rasa,"
Rather, chey come to their stories mindful of particular newsroom traditions and
narrtative conventions that they use to impose form on the "booming, buzzing
confusion of the day's events. "

Darnton learned that "atrocities among black persons” did not constitute
rnews, that the higher the vietim's status the bigger the atory, and that sidebars
about "last steps" are the inevitable accuﬁpaniment to kldnapping and disappearance
stories,

He learmed that every stoTy about a child's death has the de rigueur, typical-
Sounding, standard-format reacticn from the grieving parencts (so typical, in face,
that Darncon couvld make up suth quotes when he needed them| ); and that twice a
year the same old story about policemen's horses would tror their way inte print,

"It was like making c¢ockies from an antique cookie cubter ™ Darnton Writes,

And he came to see that the phrase "All the news thar fits we Frint™ had
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o meanings, Onme, storles saw princ if there was enough physical space

for them. And two, stories “"must fir cultural preconceptions of news, "
Wrirtes Darnton: "Yet B million people live out their lives every day

in New Yeork City, and [ felt overwhelmed by the disparity between their

expetience, whatever it was, and the tales chat they read in The Times,™

",..it i3 not differences which immobilize
us, but gilence, 4nd there are so many
sillencag "

Audre [Lordf

Which brings me back to yu1lows, In Breaking the News, he advocated
What he called public journalism, which would "produce coverage that

would make pecple feel connected to the public path of their communicy,"™

A nuymber of newspapers have ventursd down cthis path, asking readers to tell
then what they want tn see in their papers - a tactic praised by aome,
vilified by others,

I think a potencially mors beneflcial astrvice = as cpposed to letting
readers aet a paper's agenda and one cthat could act a8 a counterbpalance to
Darnton's "cookie=cutter” stories - would be for newipapers to §ponsor
round-table discussions for groups of people desperately needing Lo understand
one¢ anothery Muslims, Jews, Christians; blacka, whites, Native Americans,
Llatinos, Asians; gays, straights; poor, rieh,

L envision these conversations ocourring on a regular basis and a
tranecript of each discussion printed in the sponsoring paper,

Mawapapers are in the communication business. Yet how often do they
contribute to ganuirne understanding among peopls? Understanding that could
affect and alter individuals? Understanding that could affect and alter
the world?

"To see with the eyas of another, to hear with the eavs of another}
to feel with tha heart of another.” Those words were wricten by the Austrian
paychalogiat/psychiatriat Alfred Adler,

Mot a bad goal for an individual .,, not a bad goal for a newapaper,



Scapagoat - Any wpaterial cbject, animal, bird
or person on Whom the bad luck, diseases,
migfortunes and sins of an individual or group
are symbolically placed, and which is then
turned looae, driven off with atones, cast
into & viver or the 9#a, etc¢., in the belief
that it takes away with it all the evils
placed upon it.

standard Dictiomary of Folklore,
Mythology & Legend

“That's just the way{ a person does 3 low—daown
thing, and¢ then he don't want to take no
consequence of it., Thinks as long aa he can
hide it, it ain't no diagrace,”

The Adventutes of Huckleberry Finn
Matk Twain

As for my proposed project on scapegoating and the press, I am terribly
behind, (Na surprise, I am sure.) I've read aaveral books on scapegoating
in general and some on C,G. .Jung and bix idea about the Shadow Component
of the human personality, The Shadew, which plays a large tole in
scapegoating, is the dark part of the personality — the part where we
relegate those emotions, idea)and peliefs we would prefer not to recognize
in ourselves but recognize all too readily in others.

['ve read news accounts of situations in which scapegoating may have
played a part: incidents invelving blacks, the ultimate and permanent
scapegoats in the United States; Richard Jewell and the Centennial Park
bombing; Oklahoma City and Abraham Anmed, a Jurdaniaq-ﬁmaricnn who, within
24 hours of the hombing was fingerprinted; handeuffed, photographed, strip-
smarched and humiliated for three days before being released; and Haider
and Saker Al-Saldi, two Iraql refugess who lived in Ohklahona City and whose
houge &as attacked by a stome-throwing mob, Fanlcked, Mrs, Al-3aidi, seven
nonths pregnant, suffered premature contractions and delivered a stillborn
ehild = a child named Salaan {Peace),

Furthermore, I've read savetal articles about Saddam Hussein and
Osama bin laden in which they are portrayed as scapegoats,

But the press and all this? 1 dop*t Know: .as»

Clearly, the press must plead guilty to Larry Sabato's rfeeding frenzies,"
but most of the pescple he deacribes ~ Tom Folay and Jack Kemp are tw¢ notable



exceptions - could not be called scapegoacs, by definicicn, a scapegoat

11 innocent of cauaing the situation for which EE or she lﬂ beiﬂi blamed,

And clearly, the press must also plead guilty te a shamefyl jask
of restrainc and deplorable lapse of journalistic ethics in such casas
as Richard Jewell and Abraham Ahmed,

But I don't think - at least right now = that the press initiatas
scapegoating, It cercalnly can perpetuate such an event, however, once

motion, I think & return te good old journalistic

gtandards could prevent this: baing willing to get it Tight rather than
firsc, quesrioning the motives and credibilicy of sources; declining to
use anonymous quotes; forgoing the reporting of rumer and gossipi shunning
"gotcha" journalism; eschewing the printing of a story simply because same
other news organization has done so; giving appropriate play to a SLOTY
admitting mistakes, up-front and immediately; and never forgecting such bhaaic
human qualicties as kindness, sensitivity and decency.

I've been attending three UNC classes: Fsychology 140: Advanced
Fersonalicy = an ovearview of socoe major personality thearists of the 20th
century; Folklore 186 - a discussion of the Titualized and formulaic atrTuctures
of the classic genres of feolk narratives - myths, legends, urban legends,
jokes, tall tales and animal stories; and Religious Studies 10 Relgion
in Global Ferspective - an Lntfuﬁuctiun to lslam, Christianity, Judaism,
Zoroastrianism and an attempt to answer the question, What is religion?

All have been great! I am accumulating an extensive reading list -
for laterl

Another special Chapel Hill pleasure has been to attend plays put on
by UNC students and that change almost weakly,

['ve always thought me of the signs of a good vacation is a new—found
sense of exhilaration and revitalization, This feeling of reneswal can lead
Lo new plang, new goals, new aspiraticnz - from the mundane to the major,
And sven though - spaaking only for myself - actual folliwethrough may not
ensue, I love the Chriatmas morning feeling, however fleeting, of hope and
possibility,

I think I had hoped that this fellowship would Provide b4 With similar
feelings of renewal by giving me a chance to step out of the newsroom and

look at it - and my role in Lt - from a different vantage poeint, And pee



something worthwhils,

But [ muist admit that while at times I have felt exciced and energized,
I mainly feel exhausted and troubled, And think I Will reserve Judgment
on what this has all meant ro e,

To my shame, I must confess that this has been a very selfish time for
Me. I have not helped a single journalism student Or vigited any
UNC publication, of fering help, I am grateful for che finaneial support
of the Knight Foundation and hope I 4o fomeching reciprocal in the few
weeka Temaining,



