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Voting and the Aesthetics of Democracy

Or, why political scientists don't reallyget voting

Voting and the Aesthetics of Democracy

Political Culture's \others"

What does culture do for political science & political sociology?

Focus: The Two Faces of Voting in the US
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Voting and the Aesthetics of Democracy

Part of bigger project on the aesthetic and performative characteristics of
polling and voting. All democracy is representative; representation can be
scienti�c, political, or aesthetic; let's talk about the aesthetic of
democracy



Four Cultural Meanings of Voting
1. Struggle
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Four Cultural Meanings of Voting

Joseph Madisia, \The Right to Political Activity," 1992.

Four Cultural Meanings of Voting
2. Calculation
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Four Cultural Meanings of Voting

Voting as shopping?



Four Cultural Meanings of Voting
3. Purity of Self
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Four Cultural Meanings of Voting

Public-private link is reinforced here; \be yourself" in isolation

Four Cultural Meanings of Voting
3a. Purity of Self: The Weight of the World
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Four Cultural Meanings of Voting

First elections are particularly good for this



Four Cultural Meanings of Voting
4. Belonging
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Four Cultural Meanings of Voting

Here it's just vote because you should, but there's a lot of other
symbolism around voting as a�rming membership in a political
community, as in...

Four Cultural Meanings of Voting
4a. Belonging: the Guilt Trip
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Four Cultural Meanings of Voting

the guilt trip



Four Cultural Meanings of Voting
4b. Belonging: Patriotic Identity
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Four Cultural Meanings of Voting

...or the straightforward honor of community

Four Cultural Meanings of Voting
Why Political Scientists Don't Get It (All)

1 Voting is (partially) about choosing a \product"
2 Voting is (partially) about participating in a collectivity
3 Voting is (partially) about expressing a \pure" self
4 Voting is (partially) about maintaining a partisan identityin struggle
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Four Cultural Meanings of Voting

My point is that most voters don't really know which of these they are
drawing upon at any given time. Moreover, no one of them can
adequately deal with even a single voting decision!



Libidinous Voting
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Libidinous Voting

Pleasure and self-identity merge with voting?

Libdinous Voting
Did anybody ever vote in order to be sexy?
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Libdinous Voting



Garbage In...
Under what conditions is a vote \thrown away"?
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...Garbage Out?
Aggregation matters
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...Garbage Out?

The institutional link between individual and collectivity is right here


