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Hetiiﬁmﬂmwastn- to' pass up that opportunity be-
-mmmlae:aasshe cause she felt that, with the
5 pl.nsl. “a few marks maltered”.  large influence of puibus in

] Aﬂnrﬁtsthgsctml.shebok sport, she could not be sure that

up-a course: in Geman at  she would be able to guarantee
-| Jawaharial Nehru University. it  her students a fair deal in selec-
was here that she first saw a. fions and competitions. This
judo class, “which impressed may be largely motivated by the
me very much. | wanted toleam  example she cited: “I made my
| itto defend myself as my father younger brother an “expert in
andbroﬂmsaramlal-apm judo and a gold medallist in his
| me.". Her reasons, as in this - category; despite this, he got

case; ‘are  never glamorous but  short shrift in the selections for
*| rather pragmatic and based on  intemational™. She has, - how-
a highly- developed sense of ~~ever, done some coaching,

self-preservation and a simple mainly in girs’ colleges in the -

butrigid moral and ethical code.  city.
- Being of an athletic disposi-  Her greatest inspiration, she

says, has been Kiran Bedi. Arya

admires, almost reveres, Bedi -

for her intrepidity and dedication
- 1o duty. Nevertheless, when of-
fered the post of a Sub-Inspec-
tor in the Delhi Polics, she re-
fused because, like Bedi, she
“wanted to be the first woman
to do™ whatever she took up.
Her wish was granted when
Tatas offered her a job in the
security wing of their hotel, the
Taj Mazhal. ‘Still, she wonders
what it would have been like to
have “the feeling of power and
the glamour of a uniform™.
The security staff at the hotels
have had no difficulty in adapt-
ing to this unusual state of af-
fairs. Initially, the ex-servicemen
guards were wont fo disobey
her orders but her self-confi-
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record it all duly in their mi-
nutes”. She insists that she is
the equal of any man and sees
to it that she is not given any
special treatment with regard to
duty allocation at her job. Arya
has become the model for many
giris: Ihemntatol'gi'lshm
security staff of large hotels is
increasing. More power to them.
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