y xlth sXreXding hwa.bnésk abJut b.b nvdd fu? predervdtion,’herifage fistory has brought the past closer to people, says Gautam Chatterjee

“YeFytime you are out
on the streels you
will come across
enough evidence to
prove that Indian her-
much alive, Be It
ehis/in:Delhl or Baul
ng of eastern India or the tra-

3

mads. All these are a part of

tory In currency. To feel,
“uch or hear these, you need
bt be a history bull. History is
- pt for academics and histori-

onal medicines of Rajasthani

Keeping the pas

s.alone who interpret the past (8

d hold discussions in various

;a and finally capsule them in
t books, -

|For the common man, histo-
is 36mething beyond the text
ké. On ‘seelng monuments,
"i-'nsunca. one tends to be-

ndstal
e the- aesthetict’
the past, The sllhou-
J lhc carvings and hnnsln§
indows or merely the stone
‘nent hold us In thrall. There
#n evident connectivity with
.1¢ bygone era-which comes to
1 fore In certain situations.
his Is nothing but herltage his-
yry and the “sthall masons to
1e archeologists who preserve
10se monumen|s are heritage
Istorians,” says Dr Symalandu
on| of the National
rchives of India who has pro-

purided this coricept of heritage

story.

Heritage history Is not mere-
+restricted to monuments. It
I'Il‘DmplS‘ic'i all human en-
cavours of the past and Is en-
wed by people in the non-aca-
emic sense. In Vrindavan, the
ind "of Vaishnavites, you hear
e Radhey Shyam or in cast-
rn Uttar Pradesh Ram Dhun,
‘hey constitute the musical
-ad|tions of these arcas and are
§ "old ns Abhang  of
fuharashtra. The sound and
_omposition conjure up the
reation of past but this is sull
urrent as in different seeis the
Iseiples continue to sing the
nejent tunes to spiritually en-
srtain the modern being. Thus
ne Kirtan singers are hevitage

"historlans because they pre-
wrved the old notes and are
resenting them in original

nd this enables -

forms without their own Inter-
pretations.

Explaining the concept broad-
ly Dr Sengupta says that the
creators of past.and the her-
itage we see are integral part of
contomporary history., From
archaic buildings to the streets,
or from the traditional art of
Waorli people to the art of
putting tileks on the forehead,
he ittripundraor urdhapundra,
are all part of our heritage.
Thus ull thuse who nurture the
heritage and wtilise it for the
present era are heritage histo-
riuns.

Todny we are celebrating 50
years of India’s Indopendence,
and heritage figures in top

agenda — be It freedom strug-
gle or rebullding India in post-
Independence era. At this junc-
ture its pertinent to understand
heritage itself. Herltage is not of
any secluded academic address
but more a functional operation
of people. The finer sense of en-
joyment about our rich past Is
very personal for everyono. And
heritage historians range from
those who look aflter the conti-
nuity of simple traditional art 1o
the archoologists who are all out
o proserve tho monuvmaontal ru-
Ins and the-archivists who main-
tuin and upkeep very brittle doc-
uments of the past for our rel-
eronce.

It Is time to redefine history

and hlslnrinns, Illslory, be it of
Institutions or of past events,
analysed and Interproted, are
for secluded historians, Once J
H Hexten described the life of
the professional historian as
“the life of teaching, silent
study, work and writing inter-
spersed with brief orglns of gos-
sip”. It is debatablo whether we
agree to this thaory or not but
history which Is uninviting for a
commoner cannot ba a real her-
itage.

If history simply means an
academic oxercise then we can
say that “history is of the histo-
rian, by tha historian and for the
historian™. But ane noed not bo

a historian o undoerstand the by-

" gone era !hruugh academics on-

ly. The monuments we can

touch, the visual art we ses, the
music we hear and the customs
and tradition we follow are our

Historian (Vol.

alive

toric rock art, then you yourselfl

become the historian no matter
how wrong or right you arel

In order to discover the sub-
tle differance between history
and heritage history, Dr §
Sengupta says that “a heritage
historian utilises the sources of
history, culture, civillsations and
uses them for modern people
and this presentation isin situ.
On the other hand, the histori-
an goes through historical facts

and philosophises the conclusion.

Alongside, the historian uses

.. these for decorative purposes by
! ‘keeping them in museums. But
..,a heritage historian uses them
+ In the living life scope.”

, The concept of heritage his-
Is close to the Idea of “pub-

4 1l A ?;isiory which was coined in

“the '70s in the US and since the
'80s It has got Inducted into aca-
demic-syllabus. In one edition
of the journal The Public
17, Summer
1995, No.3) one can [ind the ar-
eas of address in public histo-
ry. The syllabus encompasses
Policy Analysis, Corporate
Biography and Information

. Service, as well as Federal,

State, Local, Oral history. It al-
so deals with the entire range
from archival manuscripts to
historic preservation, cultural
records, editing and media.
These are the broad areas of
American address which suffice
the context of public history in
the US. The above points of
public history involves histori-
cal resoarch analysis and “pro-
sentation with some degree of
explicit application to the needs
of contemporary lifo.

Even though heritage history

heritage history with an element and public history may sound

of currency.

To enjoy the art of Tagore or
Jaminl Roy do we need spocial-
4st interpretations? No, it Is our
inward Journey as we ourselves
understand and interprot the
work. This is the way we enjoy
the history. A common man
would say “In this case | don't
need a historian to interpret the
work”, Il ho says so, he is not re-
a!]iwrong. Supposing you view
folk Worll ari and then rolaie it
o the stick figures of pro-his-

the same, il one delves a little
further, in Indian context, hor-
itage revolves arbund everybody
and it noed not bo taught. A bit
of awaroness can link it up as
“living history”™ and anyhody can
onjoy or use the legaey in their
lifetime.

However, in Indin too, her-
itage history has come into
academic study as for the first
time Jabalpur University has in-
troduced o course ealled
‘Archives and Indian Hervitago

Studies’ from the current aca-
demic session. The syllabus on-
compasses the definition to the
procedure of rocording oral
traditions. It talks about the
archival- .methodology of
Government to private records.
It highlights the preservation
and research dissemination
techniques. The study also ad-
dresses the concept of looking at
local institutions, Ku.ildings and
roads from the perspective of
heritage history.

Heritage history Is getting
currency today as an awareness

Is raging In Indlan life to un- /..

derstand, preserve and dis-°
seminate Information on their
own past, very local and very
close to thelr life. Speaking on
this subject, P S Moldeen, di-
rector, Kerala State Archives,
sald: “People from grassrools
are Interested In preserving
their own heritage but they are
not aware how to go about It. -
In this regard we have organ-
Ised workshops to impart train-
ing on how to preserve those
manuscripts or artefacts. This
workshop was for the repre-
sentative of panchayats and
now they have gone back to
their villages to educate the lo-
cals about the importance of
their heritage and the preser-
vation methodology as well.
Likewisa,the concept of pre-
serving heritage Is gaining cur-
rency.

It Is up to us to understand
our living heritage and utilise it
In our time be it through art
aesthetics, or through the
sonorous tune of 'Om" (o In-
digenous folk musie, or be it
through the red stones of those
monuments which speak up for
themselves through the eternal
silonce.

If the concept of heritage
history Is disseminated right
from the school levels without
the burdon of syllabus our next
genoration would tuke care of
the nomencluture of our tradi-
tions no matter how much satel-
lite-beaming of foreign cullures
continues and they need not be
taught again and again that
“Indin is the epitome of diver-
sty In unity”.

| - tas samsvans!
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