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PREFACE

GANAKALE BHUSANI SRIMATI LALITHANGI is to be
. congratulated for bringing out 40 compositions of Sti
Purandara Dasa, the great Father of Carnatic Music.
It is a happy idea the book is brought out in
two characters Devanagari and Telugu so that the
greatness of the compositions can be easily understood
by many lovers of music outside the Province also.
The arrangement of the compositions, the notatibn and
the general get up of the Volume bespeaks highly of
the quality and the pains taken to achieve it. I wish

great success.
' Musirl SUBRAMANIA IYER
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE.

\IbSiC and literature are said to be the essentlai Partqﬁ et

of the learning. From earliest times, man has been

known to respond to music and has as such used it as -

a medium to express his emotions. Different combi-
nations of svaras, unlimited in their variety, produce a
variety of emotional atmospheres all.characterised ny
depth of feeling. Music is capable of expressing as

nothing else all stages of human emotions from deep

and harrowing sorrow to exhilarating joy, from affec-
tionate and flowing kindness of heart to burning anger.

Worship of God is never more intense or moving than

when it is expressed in music.
It 1s a fortunate circumstance that music in India
has always been associated with religious devotion.

All the great composers have spent their lives compos«

ing songs in praise of Him. Of such composers S'r1
Purandara Dasa and St Thyagaraja stand foremost.
In their hands the Kirtana Paddathi, Comprzsmg the
Pallavi, Anupallavi, and Charana as parts of a song was
moulded into a definite expression of music. “They
stand as the forerunners and the greatest exponents of
the Kirtana kind of compositions, that became most
popular and were succeeded by eminent composers like
Sri Pattanam Subrahmanya Iyer, Manambuchzvadi
Venkatasubba Iyer and others. | -



. There 1s now a great danger of these compositions
- being lost to’ the public owing to want of careful
- preservation. It will be a great pity if these gems of
spiritual expressions are not available for the posterity
and every effort made in the direction of preserving
them is to be welcomed. The present volume brings
to print forty Kirtanas of Sri Purandara Dasa with
musical notation. The first edition in Tamil character
was. brought out in 1938. Considering that in Northern
Parts of the land where Tamil is not prevailing the
first edition does not serve the purpose fully, I have
ventured to bring out this second edition in Devanagari
and Telugu scripts.
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A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE OF
PURANDARADASA

AMONG composers in Music, Sri Purandaraddsa oc-
cupies quite a unique place. In him is to be found
the very happy combination of Religion with Art, of
Mysticism with Music. His contribution to Music
is of the front-rank. His compositions are said to
qumber more than 4,75,000, and the value of his
contributions to the actual technique of Music has
carned for him the title of the “ Father of Karnatic
Music.” In the realm of Spiritualism his achieve-
ments are even more triumphant. He is perhaps the
foremost of the Haridasas of Karnataka.

Sy; Purandaraddsa, originally called S’rinivasa
Naik, was born in A.D. 1484, His father was
Varadappa Naik, a rich banker who lived in Puran-
daragada, a city situated 18 miles from Poona. At
a very early period in his life, he received a good
education and attained a great mastery over Sanskrit
and Music. When he succeeded his father to his
business, he improved it much more. At the age of
cighteen, he was married to Sarasvati Bai who was the
very incarnation of the ideals of a Hindu wife. With
Al his learning, Srinivasa Naik was a great miser,
Generosity was something unknown to him. His wife
was exactly the opposite in temperament. Hailing as
<he did from a rich and noble family, she was of a
very liberal disposition,

Since Srinivasa Naik had the reputation in those
times to be “as 'rich as Croesus,” several poor people
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used to flock to him for help, and he was known to
turn them all out with severity. It was the turn
also of a poor and aged brahmin to have the same
treatment meted out to him on all those occasions
when he attempted to get at him with a request for
help of money for the performance of the Upanayana
of his son. Tired of these repulses, the brahmin
sought an opportunity when the Naik was not at home,
and pleaded his case before his tender-hearted wife.
in a moment of weakness, as she had to know later,
the lady presented the brahmin with her costly nose-
ornament so that he could make what use of it he
liked. Tbhe brahmin was inadvertent enough to take
the jewel even to the shop of her husband in order
to sell it. At the very sight of the jewel, the Naik
grew suspicious whether it could not be his wife’s
property. He took the jewel from the brahmin, locked
it up in his iron-safe, and asked him to meet him the
next day for his money. When he went home, he
found that his wife did not wear her nose-ornament.
As this only confirmed his doubt, he asked her to
produce the jewel before him. The poor lady was
helpless, but still she said she would bring it in a few
moments and went inside. It was her intention to give
up her life by drinking poison after she performed her
Tulasipmja that day. She finished the puja and when,
with desperate determination, she: raised the cup and
the contents were about to get into her mouth, lo ! and
‘behold ! from somewhere fell in her cup the very jewel
she had given away in charity. Full of joy, she.rushed
to her husband and handed over the jewel to him. The
sight of this jewel caused no easiness in the mind of the
Naik, He found it resemble very closely that which he

o
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had locked up in the iron-safe in his shop. He ran back
to the shop, opened the safe, and found tohis dismay that
the jewel was not there.  Stupefied with astonishment
he returned home and heard from his wife the entire
story of the jewel from the time of her gift of it to the
brahmin till its recovery in so miraculous a manner.
Then a great change came over the Naik. He realized
how great the power of God is, and how man with all
his might cannot stand against it. Renunciation was
the result, and, giving up his home and his vast riches,
he went out to the streets singing the praises of the
Lord who had so effectually taught him the Truth.
While resting at the corner of a road, he saw the old
man he had so cruelly repulsed, and begged his forgive-
ness. While he slept that night, he dreamt that the
Lord Panduranga directed him to go to Vijayanagara
and get initiated at the hands of Vyasaraya. The next
morning he set out to that city where he was very
well received by Vyasaraya who also admitted him
into the order of Ilaridisas. From that day STrinivisa
Naik became Purandaradasa, the great composer of
the innumerable kirianas which arc so popular in the
world. '

Such is the life of Purandaradisa who, as a result
of a small domestic incident which made him feel the
omnipotence of God, gave up all his manifold wealth
and went about the streets singing the praises of the
Almighty Lord. Besides the higher enjoyment of
divine bliss, the pleasure he could derive from his
worldly riches was nothing to him. In a jiffy he
allowed himself to be transformed from a prince to

“a pauper, {rom a wealthy banker to a beggarly mystic.

Fl (G NARAHUARI
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