‘j"{_);;-;_
““AV 0 U @ a1 Q3) M .

). 2a02ezQi@InAUDD .

afg)o. Mmmlﬁ%fb.



TV o S| @ ol @3] B .

,r_?:l:?:l"i‘.‘f:
== v BHAG 1$§‘n

'l i~ —
_ﬂ,,;' &Y f______.--
‘4';‘ e S

..r CH! \Ur(""ﬂ

HRH

all, 2002@3212IPUDD

a)e. aiTZMIBYDd

oI CR Had,

all. 20026301300 DD.

&N rﬂmﬂad“ a00 ﬁ'JHﬂ ;

1112

(AUl Rights Reserved)

el 12 a&osm.

—— - —— e — e —— e — -

lH 220 2010 quwﬁﬁjn o ag My o a2 & 77) i @ 2 0 dn N,




INTRODUCTION.

This booklet, entitled “Sangeetha Chandrika?,
by Mr. P. Mahadeva Bhagavathar and
Mr. M. Padmanabha Aiyer, supplies a long felt
want of a primer in Malayalam on Carnatic
Music, that is both full and satisfying., It
furnishes definitions of technical terms easily
and clearly understood by young students. It
supplies preliminary Swara exercises and
Alankaras in the various Talas in greater detail
than has been yet attempted in the Malayalam
language.

It will be seen that the reasons adduced for
the adoption of the Mayamalavagoula Raga as
the basis for the preliminary practical exercises,
are both sound and convincing. The information
given by the authors on Voice Culture (Chapt.ITI),
the Central Note in voice (Chapt. V) and Prathi-
madhyama swarasthana (P.25) has not, so far
as I know, been so well supplied in any previous
treatise o music in Malayalam. The Theories
relating to Prakrithi, Vikrithi Swaras, the
12 Swarasthanas Yand the Sapta Talas, with
their 35 jathi varieties, have been ac-
curately explained. Some simple compositions
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from known composers, with the authors’ own
chitta swaras, in some cases, have been carefully
selected and added, and these may be taught in
their places, either along with, or after the swara
exercises.

On the whole, it is evident that the keen
intelligence in music and ripe experience of the
authors as music teachers, have stood them in
good stead in the preparation of this primer,
which, I have no doubt, will prove of mueh benefit
to students of musie, including those appearing for
Music Examinations, both Lower and Higher.

T. Lakshmana Pillai.

Trivandrum,
23rd May 1937.
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21—9—1937.

“Sangeethachandrika™ by Messrs. P. Mahadeva Bhaga.
vathar and M. Padmanabha [yer is a well written book and
probably the first of its kind in Malayalam. It gives the
fundamental ideas necessary to understand the Carnatie
svstem of music in a cogent and systematic form. The
usital preliminary exercises necessary for beginners are
viven in their proper place. Some special topics like voice
culture and the reason for choosing Mayamalavagowla

Raga for the preliminary exercises are also dealt with.

The book also contains at the end a collection of sones
most of which are recorded on the gramaphone, so that a
student may easily pick them up. Mention may also be
made of some chittaswarams composed by the authors
themselves for some of the pieces contained in the book,
It 1s an excellent book in every way, especially useful for

the beginners.

(S} R. SriNivasas,
Principal. College of Science,

Trivandrum.
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Head Master, Govt. High School. 29 —8 —1937

I have known Mr. Padmanabhaiyar for the last twenty

vears and have had opportunities of watching his music

lessons to the children. He has struck me as a very able

teacher of musice, Imtit*nt and full of H_‘s'ﬂl}:-ﬂﬂl_"n.' for the

beginner.

It was therefore with great pleasure that [ went
throngh his book—““Sangeetha Chandrika™. 1 can reiterate
what Mr. Lakshmana Pillai has stated that the book
“supplies a long felt want of a primerin Malayalam on
Carnatic musie, that is both full and satisfving."

(Nd) P, N, Sivaswami Aiyar,

T.S. KRISHNA AIYAR, B. A, L. T., Trivandrum.

Assistant Inspector of Schools. 1 —9—1937.

“Sangeetha Chandrika® by Messrs. P, Mahadeva
Bhagavathar and M. Padmanabha Alyar, is a brochure,
which it seems to me, supplies a long felt want for such a
hook in the Malayalam langnage. This primer the out-
come of a long and varied experience of the authors as
teachers of music to children and adults, besides providing
the beginner with clear expositions of the various technical
terms used in the science gives also preliminary Swara
exercises and Alankaras in the various Talas, The reasons



for the choice of the Raga Mavamalavagowla for the
preliminary exercises and the information on voice.culture
and Kendra Dhwani are some of the special features of the
book.  Principles and theories of the science are accurately
expounded and necessary exercises are given. ‘

The book ends with a number of kritis by noted
composers with chittaswaras.- in a few cases, prepared by

the nuthors themselves.

| have had occasion to personally experience the use.
fulness of the book in the hands of a beginner, If the
value of an elementary primer on any science can be gauged
from its uzefulness to a novice on the subject, I can con-
fidently say that this book serves the purpose quite well
and can be adopted as a guide by teachers and students of

music in schools,

(Sd.) T. S, Rrishnier.

Rao Sahib Mahakavi Ullur Sarada Niketan,
S, PARAMESWARA AIVAR, M.A,, B L., Jagati, Trivandrum.
(Retired Dewan Peishhar) | —9—='37.

| have gone through the ‘Sangeeta Chandrika’ of Brahma
Sei P. Mahadeva Rhagavatar, and find it to be an extremely
useful publication, calenlated to be of vreat benehit to

beginners in the study of music.

(Nel.) N, Parameswara Ayar,
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gramaphone and talkie musical  pieces  has considerably
aroused the general thirst for emotional Musie, the layvman
who chooses to acquire a knowledge of real scientific Musie
cannot think of a better book, Though concise yvour book
deals with all the fundamental principles including Thala and
Swara practices, Itis a boon both to the student and the
layman who has a genuine desire to get a  firm grip "t

Musical Scienee.

[ hope that vou will supplement this work with =
second part dealing with Swarajathis, Varnas, Krithis and

Raga Sancharas. .

(Nd.) S, Bhoothalingom Avyar.

K. S. NATARAJA SARMA, B.A,, B.L.

Advoeate.

In a small book entitled “Sangcetha Chandrika®™
Mr. P. Mahadeva Bhagavatar and his son Mr. M, Padma.
nabha Bhagavatar have attempted with conspicuous success
to give a brief and comprehensive idea of the Carnatic
svstem of music for the benefit of beginners.  Being compe-
tent musicians with considerable experience in teaching musie
the authors are conscious of the real requirements of those
who would desire to E!"t|l|il‘f‘- a sound kllilﬂ']t"f]ul" of music anl
have given in their book such full and detatled information as
will enable them to have a complete grasp of the fundament-
als of the South Indian System.  They have accordingly laid
great emphasis on basic notes and their variations and have
followed the traditional method of mastering them by giving
detailed exercises in swaras and alankaras. A refreshing
feature of the book is the importance given to voice culture
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which of late is much neglected. | feel sure that with the

hints given in the book a proper voice capable of producing
the various curves and shades characteristic of our system of

music could be acquired even by those to whom the gift

voiee is demed.

On the theoritical side an account of Prakriti, and
Vikriti swaras, the sapta thalas and their 35 varieties and
the formation of melas is given in a brief but clear manner.
In the end there is a choice selection of musical pieces by well.
known composers with the authors™ own Swara appendages
which will prove useful as a guide to determine ragas.  On
the whole the authors deserve congratulation in producing
an excellent primer in music which would prove very helpful
to students desirous of learning music as it ought to be
learned and to others who would wish to brush up musical

knowledye already acquired.
K . 1

(Nd ) KN Nataraja Sarma.
Advocats,

Chevrman, Music Board
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Vidwan C. . GoPALA PILLAI M-A. Trivandrum,
Lecturer, College of Arls, 13—1—113.
Trivandrum.

I read with pleasure the hooklet ““Sangeetha Chandrika”
written by Messrs. P.  Mabadeva Bhagavatar and
M. Padmanabha Aiyer of Trivandrum, and their work
impressed me as having been prepared on up-to.date lines
with care and precision, The technical side of Indian Music
has been ably treated so as to meet the requirements of
beginners in the art, A book of this kind is, in my opinion,
a very useful gnide to school-going children who have an
aptitude for Musgic. The songs of Thyagavya and other
musicians of renown have been carefully selected to suit the
purpose of the book, 1t is only in the fitness of things that
the authors have inecluded also some Tamil songs by
Mr. T. Lakshmana Pillai B. A, the veteran musician of
Travancore, whose compositions have won the unstinted
admiration of all lovers of South Indian Music. 1 fervently
hope that the authors will receive due recognition and
enconragement from the publie,

[y B fropala Pillai,

S. BHOOTRALINGAIYAR, B.A., B.L._, Trivandrum

High Court Vakil, 2—| =112

My dear Mr. Padmanabhier,

I have very ecarefully gone through the hook “Sangectha
("handrika’™ written by yourself and yvour father and 1 con-
gratulate you for publishing the first work of the kind in
Hindu Music, At a time. when the advent of numerons
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