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In 2011, a book titled “Swathi Thirunal Ponnu Thampuran Kalpichundakkiyathil Utsava Prabandhavum, Ajamilopakhyanavum,
Kuchelopakhyanavum Manipravala Padangalum’, printed in Malayalam in 1853, a few years after the demise of Swathi Thirunal was
discovered from a family in the lineage of court musicians of Swathi Thirunal. It has 60 compositions of Swathi Thirunal.

Dr. Achuthsankar S. Nair had published a note in the Mathrubhumi daily seeking old music books for research reference and this evoked
many responses. The 1853 book was discovered from the family house of Appu Bhagavathar (father of Dr. T. K. Moorthy), a Mullammoodu
Bhagavathar. The title page says it is printed in Kerala Vilasam Press, 1853. “Printed with the permission of the Govt. by Punnackal Veettil
Kanakku Kumaran Marthandan. Proof corrected by Punnapurathu Krishna Pillai, Head Compositor Mannathu Pappu Pillai, Head Printer M.
Issac.”



It is likely that Kanakku Kumaran Marthandan is brother of the Kathakali exponent Iswara Pillai. Kottarathil Sankunni gives a brief
account of Iswara Pillai Vicharippukaran, a Kathakali exponent patronized by Uthram thirunal, brother of Swathi Thirunal. He mentions
that Punnackal is a house erected for Iswara Pillai under royal orders. Author of Malayala Bhasha Sahithya Charithram (1883), P.
Govindapillai mentions his name as Kumaran Iswaran. Uthram Thirunal who was a connoisseur of Kattakali and composer of
Simhadhwaja charitham Aattakadha was a great promoter of Palliara Visharippukaaran Kumaran Easwaran. This Easwara Pillai
Visharippukaaran, under the orders of Uthram Thirunal, established the Keralavilasom Press inside fort. In addition to “Aattakathas for 54
days”, works of Ezhuthachan, Kunjan Nambiar, Swathi Thirunal, Aswathi Thirunal, Irayimman Thampi were also printed”. This reference
by P. Govinda Pillai is the earliest reference to this book and all the details are consistent.

Reference to this publication appears in the forward written by K. Chidambara Vadyar for his book “Swathi Thirunal Kalpichundakkiya
Sangeetha Krithikal” published in the year 1916. Vadyar records thus:- “In 1028 M.E,, that is 63 years ago, some of these alone were
collected and printed, but not a single undamaged copy of that edition is now available. Even the fact of such an edition is known only to
very few persons. R.P. Raja records that a copy of the book without cover page and with some inside pages also missing, is available with
Kizhakkemadam Govindan Nair. This copy has been verified as the same as the newly discovered copy.

In addition to the work established, the opening contains ‘Jayadevaki Kisora’ as Thodayam without Raga specified (now sung in Nata),
Matanga Thanayayai as Mangalam without Raga specified (now sung by Pantu Varali) and at the end, Paramapurusham without raga
specified (now sung in Vasantha). Among Manipravala padams, we find a new one - Naga Shayanam in Saurashtra, closely resembling a
similar song in Uthsavaprabandha in Panthu varali, but still distinct.

This book is arguably the first major printed work on Carnatic Music and predated Veena Ramanujan’s 1859 book by six years (in which
also Swathi Thirunal Composition appears). After 1853, until about 1880s, Swathi Thirunal compositions appeared in print in Telungu,
Tamil and English than in Malayalam. During 1880s after printing caught up in Kerala many Malayalam books appeared, including the
prominent Sangeetha Gunadarsham in 1892.

This book brings up a new base line on our knowledge about Swathi Thirunal, his name and his compositions. “Travancore’s Composer
King’, Sruthi, Chennai, June 2013.
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