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FOREWORD

A wost remarkable contribution to Sanskrit Literature was made over a hundred
years ago in South India by Muthuswami Dikshita who was one of the famous Trio of
South India in those times, Thyagaraj Brahma, Muthuswami Dikshita and Shyama Sastri.
Muthuswanii Dikshita’s eompositions are mostly in Sanskrit and are gems of the finest
quality. They aré based on a deep knowledge of all relizious literature from the time of
the Vedas upto the beginning of the 19th century; and his own vivid inspiration and
-experiences of the era in which he lived, and his exposition and poetical art were mingled
with a perfect sense of music of which he was a great master and exponent, His works
are therefore of first rate value to the whole of India as also to the whole world which
cates for Indian literature. 1t seems possible that after Punditraj Jagannath, the ¢ompo-
sitions of Muthuswami Dikshita have been of the greatest merit in Sanskrit. Thus, for a
century before and after him, he shines in special if not solitary grandeur in the field of
original Sanskrit literature, To students of Hindu relivion, Muthuswami Dikshita will be
one of the important land-marks, To lovers of literature and music, they will be an
abiding source of joy. T may be puzzling to the public as to how such works of genius
are not as known as they should be in North India and as to why even in South India
(where his name is a household one) his works are not easily to be found. The reason for
this is that the works have, so far, not been properly published. There have been hapha-
zard attempts to publish some of his works in a disconnected manner and mostly in
Tamil.  Fortunately, the works have been zealously and carefuily preserved by Sri
A. AnantaKrishna Ayyar in the direct line of the disciples of Muthuswami Dikshita.
Sri A AnantaKrishna Ayyar is now moved by the laudable desire to have the works
printed bodh in Devnagari and Tamil seripts for the benefit of the public. I am glad to
say that in this work he is being ably assisted by a devoted band ‘of workers, Naturally,
funds are necessary, and a sum of Rs 12,000 will have to be collected in order to make
the scheme a success,

16 is very interesting to nobe that the promoters of the schems have been fortunate to
seoure the blessings and active co-operation of His Holiness Sankaracharya Swamiji,
Goverdhan Math, Puri. The whole world knows Sankaracharya Swamiji particularly
because of his remarkable announcements about Vedic formulae furnishing easy solutions
of mathematical problems and supplying a short but complete code of essential mathe-
matical principles. A poem of 64 verses has been composed by His Holiness as his
practical contribution to the scheme of publication of Dikshita’s works. This poem is in
itself one of the remarkable works in Sanskrit in recent times. The public is doubly
indebted to His Holiness firstly for the poem and secondly for the beautiful English
translation which he has himself taken the trouble of preparing  Sanskrit scholars will
understand more about the original work than myself.  The use of the various metres,
the beautiful rhythm, the choice of rare words and the sublime® thoughts go to form a
‘contribution valuable in itself, and more valuable as the worthy guide to a worthy
predecessor in religious literature viz., Muthuswami Dikshita. Tt is a. case of Deep
calling unto the Deep.

15th April, 1956 KALI PRASAD KHAITAN
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ASHIR-ABHINANDANA.PADYA.MALIKA
BY
HIS HOLINESS SHREE JAGADGURU
SHREE SHANKARACHARYA SWAMIJI OF GOVARDHANAPEETH

PART 1
MANGALACHARAN
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SHREE-GANESHA-STOTRA
1. For the attainmeny of all-round, complete and perfeet prosperity, 1 bow down in
obelsance to Shree Ganesha, who is the son of Parvata-Rajaputri, the Goddess Parvati (daughter
of the Lord of Mountains), and whose lotus-feet, the Devag and Asuras alike bend before and
illuminate, as in the performance of Arati, with the lustre of the diamonds and other gems
embedded on the surfuce of the erowns adorning their heads,
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2, 1 seek shelter under (and place myself at the disposal of) the Mountain-King’s dau=
ghter Parvati’s son (Shree Ganesha) whose infinitesimally small Leela is the creator, preserver

ATy

“and destroyer of the whole universe (movable and immovable), who is the dispeller of all obsta=

cles, who confers (on His devotees) the boons of all necessary Sadhanas (including discrimination
between the eternal verities and the fleeting shadows) and whose lotus-feet are perpetually
adored by an endless succession of the Devae and the Asuras.
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SHREE-GURU-STOTRA

3. 1 unceasingly worship Shree Guru Maharaj, who is the inexhaustible storeshcuse of
unique virtues, who has thoroughly mastered and propagates the contents of all the Shastras,
who is the lotus-eyed Bhagwan (Shree Mabha-Vishnu), who reacts in identical fashion to pleasure
and pain, who is an adept in the successful performance of all actions to the point of perfect
fruition, who is the protector of all those who seek shelter under Him, and who i¥ the emanci.
pator of all His devotees from all sins and all sorrows as such,
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PARABRAHMA-STOTRA

4 & 5. As a sesker after Moksha (i. & perfect emancipation from all bondage, internal
as well as external), I throw myself,in complete and eternal self-surrender to Him, the Parabrah=
ma, the Supreme Suzerain, ruling over all the overlords in the universe, who is beginningless,
endless and ageless, who is the lord of the whole universe, who (from His own navel- born lotus)
first oreated, without the least effort (as if in mere sport, with his respirative energy), Hiranya-
garbha (the four-faced God Brahma), and conveyed to him the knowledge of all the Vedas,
thereby equipping him for the creation of the entire phenomenal world, and whose transcendental
inner Light is the illuminator that illumines all the world.

F P TTed AUINTEAERIaUETCESd

=3 disfufegsifaafaed: mEtgaGrs |
U e A iag AT

FETgET N A AR A TSRS

P

6, As an aspirant for eternal welfare and for the speedy crossing of the ocean of birtls
and deaths, I extol Him, who is all illumination, who manifests Himself in the shape of the five
natural elements (i. &: ether, air, fire, water and earth), and who, with His triple Shakti, [the

E: ?1
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SHREE-GURU-STOTRA

3. 1 unceasingly worship Shree Guru Maharaj, who is the inexhaustible storeshcuse of
unique virtues, who has thoroughly mastered and propagates the contents of all the Shastras,
who is the lotus-eyed Bhagwan (Shree Mala~Vishnu), who reacts in identical fashion to pleasure
and pain, who is an adept in the successful performance of all actions to the point of perfect
fruition, who is the protector of all those who seek shelter under Him, and who is the emanci.
pator of all His devotees from all sins and all sorrows as such.
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PARABRAHMA-STOTRA

4 & 5. As a secker after Moksha (i e, perfect emancipation from all bondage, internal
as well as external), I throw myself,in complete and eternal self-surrender to Him, the Parabrah-
ma, the Suprems Suzerain, ruling over all the overlords in the universe, who is beginningless,
endless and ageless, who is the lord of the whole universe, who (from His own navel-born lotus)
first oreated, without the least effort (as if in mere sport, with his respirative energy), Hiranya-
garbha (the four-faced God Brahma), and conveyed to him the knowledge of all the Vedas,
thereby equipping him for the creation of the entire phenomenal world, and whose transcendental
inner Light is the illuminator that illumines all the world.
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6. As an aspirant for eternal welfare and for the speedy crossing of the ocean of hirths
and deaths, I extol Him, who is all illumination, who manifests Himself in the shape of the five
natural elements (i. &; ether, air, fire, water and earth), and who, with His triple Shakti, [the
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Mountain-King’s daughter (Shree Parvati), the ocean’s daughter (Shree Lakshmi) and the presid-
Ing deity of all learning (Shree Saraswati)], exhibits Himself in the shape of Shree Shankara,
Bhree Narayana and Shree Hiranyagarbha,
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SHREE-KARTIKEYA-STOTRA

7. May He (Shree Kartikeya) protect us, who incessently performs deeds of benevolence,

#who is a great warrior, who is a terror to the evil-minded on the field of battle, who has a soft
and gsublime heart for the virtuous ones, who helps them to transecend Kali (the source of all stri-
fes), who is the protector and supporter of the divine armies, who is spotless, who has a charm-

ing appearance like lightning and who is an ocean of mercy to all seekers of shelter,
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SHREE-RAMA-STOTRA
8. May He (Shree Ramachandra) protect us, who is the consort of the goddess Earth’s
daughter (Shree Sita Davi), who is a master-warrior on the field of battle, so much so, that not
even a single person is left alive in the enemy ranks, even for the purpose of merely counting the
number of corpses left on the battle-field by His gore-reddened arrows terrifying in sound and
dealing death and destruction all-round amongst the enemy armies, who looks on His Bhaktas
with eyes full to the brim with compassion, obeisanes to whom is superlatively efficient for the
total extermination of all debts, diseases and other sorrows and sufferings of humanity.
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SHREE-VISHNU.STOTRA
9. I seek shelter under Him (Shree Narayana) who (in His incarnation as Shree Rama-

chandra) was the consort of the earth-born goddess (Shree Sita devi), who afterwards (in His
incarnation as Shree Krishna) was the destroyer of the earth-born Asura (Narakasura) and who
hews down like an axe the earth-born ones (the trees of the forest) appearing in the shape of the
sufferings caused by the earth-born one (the planet Mangala) and other malevolent planets,
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10. I oxtol Him the Sovereign Lord Shree Krishna, who, in the celestial song sung hy
Himself (the Bhagawad Giita), expounded the quintessence of the Vedas (in the shape of the
Upanishads) to Arjuna, who, owing to his dread about the deaths of the hodies (of Bheeshma,

Drona and others) had fallen into a terrific migconeeption of the correct dootrine regarding
his “Swadharma”,
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11 1 surrender myself to the mountain-king’s daughtor Shreo Parvati’s consort (Shree
Shankara), whose super-verity is the highest of all verities and transeends all verities and non-
verities and who is the exterminator of that intellectual and spiritual darkness which otherwiss
leads to an endless succession of births and deaths,
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12, May He (Shree Shankara) protect us, who is the lord of Kailasa (mountain), who is
the conaort of the goddess Shree Gouri, who is the sovereign Lord over all the Lords (Brahme,
Indra ete,,) reigning in different parts of Heaven, who, like the ether, always remaings untouched,
who is the deity presiding over the assemblies of saints, sages and scers, and whose three eyes
are the gun, the moon and the fire,
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13, I surrender ;nyself at the lotus.feet of the Divine Consorts of the lotus-seated
(Hiranyagarbha), the lotus-eyed (Narayana) and the wearer of the lotus-enemy (Shankara), the

mere thinking of whom is an efficient instrument for the de-truction of all the eins, sufferings
and scrrows in life.
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14. Oh Divine Maya Shakti! I prostrate myself before Thee, who art the daughter of the
snow-mountain (Himalayas), whose glory the sages sing, who teachest all enenics the lesson
of humility, who givest knowledge of all branches of learning to the devotees, and who savest
them from re-birth,
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v 15. Oh Divine maya Shakti! I surrender myself to Thee whose dwelling-place is Shree
| Shankara’s bosom, who art intensely compassionate and tender-hearted and whose glory is
: worthy of being sung in the assemblies of those who understand and appreciate sterling merits

of head and heart.
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16. I extol Shree Haimavati (Himalayas’ daughter), who is full of affection towards her
devotees, who wears the moon on her head and whose heart is full of the desire for the peace
and welfare of the universe,
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17 & 18, I unceasingly take sheiter under the lotus-feet of Shree Saraswati, who is the °
conscrtof the lotus-born Hiranyagarbha, who is the possessor of all charming and sterling virtues,
who is of the nature and essence of eternal light and bliss, whose glory the sages alone can sing,
whose immensity is immeasurable and indescribable, who is the goal sought after by the greatest
adepts, who is capable of being visualised in ‘Nirvikalpa Samadhi’ and who is the complete
s destroyer of all illusion.
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19, Tt is a matter of universal experience that all beings seek welfare, that none seeks
the contrary and that, consequently, whatever differences of personal opinion there may be on
the path to the goal, thair ultimate objective isidentical (i. e, the attainment of joy and the
elimination of sorrow). =
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90. As for the means for the attainment of that goal, the Lord of the universe (in His

incarnation as Bhagwan Shree Krishna) has (in the Geeta) deseribed the performance of
“Swadharma” with sincere devotion and faith according to the injunctions of Sanatana Dharma
(the Eternal Law) as the only path to that goal.
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21, And, as for the means for the attainment of success in the task of wide diffusion of
a correct knowledge of “Swadharma”, it is incontrovertible that there is no instrument which
can campare in efficiency with ‘Sankirtan’.
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922, This truth is made clear by such ancient texts as say:i—
“Hven the bea%ts the new=horn babies and even the cobras relish and react to’

sweet music”,
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23, Thus it is that our historical annals lucidly narrate that specially-inspired Kalas of

the Lord who were of great intellect und past masters'in the science and art of music have,

from time to time, come down to and incarnated on earth for the propagation of I)hazmjk
knowledge,
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PART III
THE SUBLIME STORY QF THE HERO QF THIS POEM
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24 to 26, Tt is well-known that Shree Saraswarci. as the presiding deity of the ancient
Karnatak musical lore, came down on earth as the visible physical incarnation of the musical
Muse for the wide diffusion of musical knowledge and of true learning therethrough, that the
saicl three persons are known as Shree Thyagaraja, Shree Shyama Shastri and Shree Muthu-
swami Dikshita; and that the third amongst them (whois the hero of ths present eulogy)
took birth on earth about 180 years ago in a manner befitting his superlative worth,
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27. He was born at a village called ‘Virinchipura’ which was adorned by people of
stainless character, which was intimately associated with the life-story of Shree Appaya Dikshita

(the great and renowned author of “Upakrama Parakrama” and many other grand works of °

Vedantic and other philosophical learning of the highest type) and which, therefore, shone
brilliantly as a veritable ornament to the Dravida country. He became master of the most
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splendid and divine music aud thereby established himself as the illuminating perpetuator of the. ’
name of the family into which he was born,
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28. He was rich in faith. He had an exceptionally brilliant intellect which aspired
towards world-uplift. Tncessantly and loyingly, he performed his ‘Swadharma® according to
his inherited ‘Adhikar’, which was his by birth in & Brahman family. He delighted all good
people by his devotion, by his faith and by his consequent effulgent conduct and character. 3

And he constantly pub forth enormous and tremendous effort for the uplift of all true aspirants
for ‘Moksha’. *
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29. Although, according to worldly standpoints and standards, he was master of immense
wealth, yet, he had not even the slightest trace of the arrogance which such wealth generally

- gives birth to; and he concentrated all his attention on the fulfilment of the sacred mission
which brought him into this world.

3o FEATRASTARIOSSTTH
fag = goigaifasm |
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30. Although he was a complete “Adhikari’ in the Karmakanda, the Upasanakanda and
the Gnanakanda, yet, he respected the first two as the requisite means even for the purpose of

Self-realisation,
>
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31. He had a charming personality, adorned by nobility, profundity and other great

® virbues; his heart was full of devotion and faith of the predominently ‘Sattvic’ type; and he 3
was kindly disposed towards everybody. @
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32. He manifested his birth in & Brahman family not merely by & Brahman ncme
(‘Dikshita’) but by the appropriate good qualities and good deeds, thereby bringing his Brah-
manic inheritance into true fruition and fructification,

33 Zod 91 FARAEHEER igaraTEs
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33. He was ever vigilant in the performance of the Swadharma enjoined for him. His
intellect and his heart were absolutely free from all partiality and prejudice, He performed his‘
duties from the sole standpoint of Duty. And, by his absolute detachment of mind, he ]u::t;fmd*
and proved that he was a true ‘Gnani’ of the loftiest type.

¥ wT auuRTEREATel afeatast-
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X

84. After thus performing all the duties that devolved on him, he did not waste the
remaining time at his dispozal; but he benefitted all who approached him with faith and love as
humble Seekers after knowledge. He fed them with the fruits of his own incessant industry (in
the shape of Upasana ete.).

3y eEmeasEtEssiseaarts-
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35, Thus motivated by a fesling of compassicnate and humanitarian philanthropy, he
gave away to others the huge spiritual and intellectual wealth, which he had acquired and
mastered by his own industrious learning, meditation and so forth.
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36. He thus did justice to and justified his name ‘Dikshita’ which had come to him by
e virtue of his birth in o superb Dravida Brahman family that was reputed for its continuocus
performance of manifold and multifarious ‘Yajnas® from time to time. And then, by hig
‘Sankirtanas’ in praise of the denizens of Heaven and filled to the brim with the spirit and
essence of the sublime Doctrinal wisdom acguired by him by means of constant ‘Upazana’, he
made the name Muthuswami Dikshita superlatively renowned throughout the length and
breadth of the country and estahlished his great reputation as one of the werld’s loftiest gema,
amidst the assemblics of the elite,

Y
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37. And there too, he concentrated on Sankirtanas in praise of Bhagavati Shree

agaddhatri, whose abode is the great Shree Chakra and who is the combined manifestation of
hree Lalita, Shree Lakshmi, Shree Saraswati and all the deities in existence.
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38 t0 40. (In praise of) Shree Jagaddhatri who, when the absolute Parabrahma pointed
to by the word “Tat’ (of the Mahavakya) as expounded in the Vedan a Siccbanta, first deseended
from the Nirguna Nirakar reality to the Saguna Sakar manifestation, assumed the quality of'

Akash with its Shabdaguna and thus came down as the attachmentless and ali-pervading all-per-

meating reality known as the ‘Nada Brahma’ (Shabda Brahma), who is thus the resplendent
combination of complete and perfect all-rotind Power, who is the inexhaustible store-house of
learning in all its branches and aspects, whose lotus-palm bears the ‘Veena’ (a3 the highest
manitestor of the Divine Music of the Spheres), who is the creatrix of the universe and who is
Shiva and Shakti combined,

>
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41, (In praise of) Shree Jagaddhatri, who is ‘sakshat’ Bhagawati Shiva, whose real
nature is absolute Bliss and Unity underlying all diversity and infinity but who,according to the
different capacities and tastes of ber devotees, takes different shapes (for their benefit) in their
prozess of concentrated meditation and consequent final visualisation,
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42 & 43. (In praise of) Shree Bhagawati, who has been described with intense devot’ion

by JagadGuru Shree Shankaracharya Himself with such expressions asi—
“The parrot dwelling in the Cmkara cage”; “the cuckoo sporfing in the Vedanta
garden”; ‘“the peahen in the Agamn forest’”; “the bee delighting in the music~
lotus™; “whose nails impinged on the chords of Her divine Veena”; “who nods
Ler head in eestatic appreciation when music is played on the Veena”; and
“who is the embodiment of the ‘sapta swaras’ (sa, ti, ga, ma, ete.).”

vy afafieray dfaeaant-
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44. By pendering over the history and the ‘Sankirtanas’ of such a great soul, even the
commonest and most uncultured person can understand, realise and appreciate the magnificent
magnitude of the power of *Upasana’.

gy Ot SEER AT AT
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45, Owing, however, alas! 1o the unprocurability of such invaluable werks ef histery
and sankirtan even at the present day and over the whole earthen world, how can even a highly
cultured scholar understand and appreciate even a small fraction of a fraction of the potency of
Upasana? '
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46. This has been the source of great sadness to us for a long time, just as if, although
there is a plethora of food-stuffs on hand, yet persons are dying of hunger !
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47 to 49. Therefore it is that we have now begun to feel over-whelmed by a feeling of
intense Joy owing to the fact that, even in this terribly filth-laden Iron Age when, in the name
of the ‘Gnanakanda’ people have become fond of slighting and even forbidding ‘karma’‘Upasana
and other instroments of self-upliftment, yet, even in this present age, thanks to the Lord's

mercy, there still exist in our sacred country (Shree Bhara®), persons burn in the highest Brah-
man families, resorting to learning, various virtues and right conduct for the fulfilment and
fruition of their inherited merits and evineing, in actual daily eonduct, the gualities which the
Vedas and other scriptures describe as the enly ones worthy of persons of Brahman birth and
wherein birth, conduct and virtues figure in harmuonious combination,

. 8
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80. Thus it is that, in that family wherein Shree Muthuswami Dikshita and other such

enlightened souls took birth and led lives of a worthy character befitting their ancestry, a paat-
waster of musie, took birth again in that family.

*
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81. This personage was the son of the son of the daughter of the world-renowned and
above-described Shree Muthuswami Dikshita, bore his name, became a gem amongst enlightened
people and had the good fortune to study reverently and master thoroughly the compositions of

his great namesake-ancestor and that too with the full help of the peerless traditional musical
learning wich had come down from that name-sake to himself.
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52. And, thereafter, we come down to Shree Anantha Krishna Ayyar, the great maSter
of the musical lore of the ‘Veesa’, who, having studied and practised those compositions of the
great Master, has learnt all about them directly from the said second Muthuswami Dikshita.
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53 to 55. Finding that, in obedience to his master’s command, Shree Anantha Krishna
Ayyar has been aiming at and striving towards the upliftment of the devoted souls through the
instrumentality of the said Sankirtana compositions, extolling various godsand goddesses and
resplendent with sublime expositions of the mysteries of the Mantra Shastra and the quintessence
of the Vedas and the Upanishads, has enlisted the full co-operation of anotber great master of
music and literature named Shree Vedanta Bhagawat and is putting forth his earnest and stre-
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nuous endeavours towards the speedy publication of the Sankirtana volumes in question, we
Peel overjoyed at this glad tidings.
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56. We bestow our own benedietions and pray to the all-giving deities to bless him
(Shree Anantha Krishna) with long life, free from illness, full of superlative joy, spotless in
character and calculated to ensure to him the attainment of happiness here and of Mcksha

hereafter,
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CONCLUDING BENEDICTIONS

57. We pray to the entire galaxy of gods and goddesses governing the universe, to
endow the workers concerned with this sublime work, with all the qualities and virtues befitting
ideal workers, to inspire them with the effulgent Ideal of Shree Ramachandra in unceasing
devotion to the performance of Swadharma, to enable them by means of their righteous conduct
and sterling virtues to justify and glorify their names, to confer eternal and unblemished fame
and renown on them and to lovingly protect all of theém from all sorrow and suffering.
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68 & 59. We pray tb Shree Jagannatha (Lord of the universe) the fountain-head and

inexhaustible store-house of all welfare and joy, to bless them at all times, in all places and

- under all circumstances, with an unbroken succession of joys, culminating in the attainment of
Moksha; and we add to the said prayer our own personal blessings to them all for this

purpose, [
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60, May the Sun, the Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus; Saturn and other planets
(along with the various constellations) occupy the most beneficent positions in the horoscopes of

these workers and shower on them the blessings of longevity (like that of Shree Jambavan), a
strong and pnduring physique (like that of Indra’s thunder-bolt), learning and prosperity.
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61. We pray for the destruction of all their sorrows and sins (if any) and for an unceéi)a-.‘

ing flood of all the auspicious things iu life, to Bhagwati Bhawani who is the consort of Shres
Chandrasekhara, whose worship confers all learning and infinite wealth on the worshippers, who
guve to Kanada and others their knowledge of all the multitudes of the Shastras, who is of the
first rank amongst the deer-eyed damsels, who wears the raven-curls defeating the bees and the
cumulus clouds by their black lustre, who humiliates the cuckoo by the sweetness of Her voice,
who is extolled by the Veenapani Maharshi (Shree Narada) and other divine sages and who
holds®the Veena in Her own hands.
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(2. We pray for the continued protection of them all, to the Universe-Mother Shree
Bhagawati who is Bhagwan Shree Shankara’s consort, who is antelope-eyed, who was worshipped
by Bana (Banasura), who showed her gkill by the resurrection of ‘Pushpabana’, (the flower-
arrowed Kama Deva, the God of Love, whom Shree Shankara had burnt with his third eye), who
was the destroyer of the Hoonas and other demoniac savages, who inspires terror in every enemy-

e
o

heart with her arms bearing arrows, arrow-receptacles, scimitars, daggers and other terrific
weapons, fr m whom Kanada and other Rishis obtained all desired boons by devoted worship,
whose feet are of tender red colour, whose lips are of similar tender red and who holds the
Veena in Her hand.
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63. We pray for their continuous protection, to Her, who is the embodied eombination
of all the various and immeasurable Shaktis {inclluding Shree Parvati, Shree Lakshmi and Shree
Saraswati) and whose feet Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva and other deities, while prostrating them=
selves before Her, scem to perform the Arati of, with the radiant effulgence of the diamonds
and other gems embedded on the surface of their diadems.

T
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64. We pray to Her (Who is Shree Saraswati Shree Lakshmi and Shree Parvati combined)
to shower on all the workers in this sacred canse, Her choicest boons of long life, diseaseless-
ness, physical vigour and hardihood and also the highest ‘Siddhi’ resulting from purity of mind,

‘Bhakti’ and ‘Gnana’ and favour them with an intensity of Her grace full of tender maternal
‘affect-ion.
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