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(TRANSLATION)

The music world cannot forget Sri Veena Kuppayyar as one among the
principal diiciples of Sri Tyagaraja, a great Vainika, and a reputed Composer.
He has composed many Gitas, Varnas, Kritis, Ragamalikas, and Eddukkadai
Pallavis with swara prastharas of },1, 2 , 4, 8 and 16 avartas.

These were published by Tiruvottiyur Sri Tyagayyar, son of Sri Veena
Kuppayyar, a great Sangitha Vidwan and a great Vaggeyakara, under the
caption Pallavi Swara Kalpavalli in Telugu, some 70 years back (i e. in 1900
A.D.) That book has now become extinct.

Luckily, a copy of this book happend to be in possession of Sangitha
Vidwan Therezhundur Sri V. Ranganathan, he has translated it in Tamil, with
great difficulty and also published the same now. Sri Ranganathan is a good
musician. It is only due to his great efforts, the book is now placed before the
music world. For this, I appreciate Sri Ranganathan.

I congralautate the Central Sangeet Natak Akademi and the Tamilnadu
Sangitha Nataka Sangam for their financial assistance for the publication of
this rare book.

It is my belief that this book will be of great use for those students who
practice music through books, and also to those who practice and develope the

art of swara singing. In my opinion the music world will make good use of this
volume. '

I hope, the music world will give encouragement to Therezhundur Sri
V. Ranganathan to enable him to collect and publish many more old and rare
sahityas of our great Muticians & Veggeyakaras. I appreciate the great work .
of Sri Ranganathan and bless him.

May Sathguru Sri Tyagabrahmam bestow on him his choisest blessings.



Dr. V. RAGHAVAN Madras-14
Fellow Sangeet Natak Akademi, 4471
New Delhi.

FOREWORD

The equipped musician today, young or old, has more than
one role to play in the field of his art. Although performance
would be his major ambition, the preservation and the propagation
of the art in its best form neceds other functions also on his part,
bringing him no less satisfaction. Several lines of work which
a non-musician lover of the art is doing for the art out of his
interest and knowledge could be performed by him with whole-time
application and competence ; indeed duty to the Muse demands
this of him.

The present publication is onc of the scveral which have
recently appeared from out of labours of members of the younger
generation of musicians who have learnt the art in the traditional
authentic way and have employed their time and energy in the
service of the art through the medium of print and publication. The
urge to learn music has become so widespread today that it is hardly
possible now- not to take advantage of the printed page, whatever
its shortcomings when compared to the personal, live, oral process,
The repertoire of Carnatic music is also so vast that the personal
method could hardly suffice to perpetuate all the heritage of
the art.

It is a healthy and hopeful sign that the central as well as
regional organisations have come to assist individual and instituti-
onal efforts to bring into print not only the major material of music
in the form of compositions by masters, with proper notation, but
also the correct methods of learning instrumental music chiefly of the
leading percussion instrument, Mridangam. In respect of vocal music,
cven such recondite aspects as the singing of Pallavis has been reduced
to writing by some of our well known experts.

Fu. —V




Therazhundur V. Ranganathan, onc of our younger musi-
cians, deserves to be congratulated for his idea in taking up the
publication in Tamil script of a very important and useful publi-
cation brought out first in 1900 in Telugu script by one of our well-
known composers of modern times, Tiruvottiyur Tyagayyar.
Tiruvottiyur Tyagayyar (1845-1917 A. D.) was. the son of an
cqually wellknown composer Veena Kuppier (1798-1860), son of
Veena Sambayyar and was for many years closcly associated with
the great master Sri Tyagaraja Swamigal, particularly during the
latter’s tour in the northern districts. It is out of his deep devotion
to the Master that Kuppayyar named his own son as Tyagayvyar.
Tiruvottiyur Tyagayyar published the work Pallavi Swara Kalpavalli in
Telugu, giving therein the compositions of his father and himself,
Gitas, Varnas and Kritis. The most remarkable part of the work was
that devoted to the Swara-extemporization in Pallavi-singing, on
account of which the work took its name Pallavi Swara Kalpavalli.
Imﬁrovisation becomes a misnomer by committed chitta but what
is done here is to give for guidance illustrative Swara-amplifi-
cations.

The young Vidwan who thought of taking up the re-publica-
tion in Tamil script of this work of Tiruvottiyur Tyagayyar is to be
congratulated on his efforts and his contribution to the maintenance
and practice of classical Carnatic music as represented in one of Cits
best traditions. In this re-edition of the work Sri Ranganathan has
added Tamil translations of the Telugu pieces and has also given
biographies of Tiruvottiyur Tyagayyarand Vina Kuppayyar. Iamsure
that this large work of over 450 pages, which has naturally entailed
painstaking work on the part of the Editor, will prove useful and
will be widely patronised by musicians and music-lovers.

V. RAGHAVAN.
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Prof. S. SRINIVASA RAO, B.A.,B.L., MADRAS-28
Principal, Central College of Karnatic Music 10—4—-71

Sri Veena Kuppayyar, a prominent disciple of Sri
Tyagaraja and his son Tiruvottiyur Sri Tyagayyar were
responsible for spreading classical music in and around
Madras, during the post-Tyagaraja period. The book
‘Pallavi Swara Kalpanalli’ comprising Gitas. Varnas,
Kritis and Eddukkada Pallavis of Veena Kuppayyar was
printed in Telugu and published by Tiruvottiyur
Tyagayyar in 1900,

Due to ‘the strenuous cfforts of Sangitha Vidwan
Therezhundur Sri V. Ranganathan, the book has been
brought out in Tamil with meanings of his compositions.
Now, we have for ready consultation the great thoughts
that occurred to the aforesaid great composers. Swara
visthara is a priceless contribution of South India to our
system of Music. Even in gurukulavasa, the guru asking
his disciple to sing swaras after his own pattern is rather
rare. In this book now rendered in Tamil, any student
of Music can have ample examples of ideal Kalpana
swaras. '

I commend this valuable book to all students of
Music, even so, it can be prescribed as a reference text-
book in all Schools and Colleges, .

I heartily commend this painstaking work no neatly
cxecuted by  Sangitha Vidwan  Therezhundur
Sri V. Ranganathan.’

S. SriNIvasa Rao




Padmabhushan
Prof. P. Sambamoorthy, B.A.,B.L.,
Fellow, Sangeet Natak Akadami, ‘
New Delhi
U.G.C. Prof. University of Madras (Retd.)

FOREWORD

Veena Kuppayyar is onc of the distinguished composers of the
nineteenth century. He comes of a family noted for musical
scholarship. Having had the benefiit of training in the higher
aspects of music and in the art of musical composition in particular,
under the great composer Tyagaraja, he easily succeeded in establish-
ing himself as a composer of rank.

Among the disciples of Tyagaraja, he established himsclf as an
outstanding composer. There is not a single student of Karnatic
music who has not learnt his varnas and kritis. His compositions
are first rate concert pieces.

Copies of the <Pallavi Swara Kalpavalli’, in which his composi-
tions were printed in Telugu by his devoted son and composer
Tiruvottyur Tyagayyar, became ecxhausted long ago. Sangitha
Vidwan Therezhundur Sri V. Ranganathan hasdone well in bringing
out a neat and clear edition in Tamil of the valuable compositions
contained in the ¢Pallavi Swara Kalpavalli’. A greater number of
students and Musicians can now have an easy access to his sterling
compositions.

The thanks of the music world are due to the Tamilnadu
Sangita Nataka Sangam, and the Sangeet Natak Akademi, New
Delhi, for having rendered financial assistance in the publication of
this work.

I have much pleasure in commending this work to Sangitha
Vidwans, Music Lovers, Music Teachers, and students of Music.

Mndras-4} P. SAMPAMOORTAHY

14-3-71
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INTRODUCTION

Music is the oldest of all arts that God bestowed on us. In
that, Karnatic Music stands supreme among the musical systems of
the world for its richness of raga forms overflowing with rasas, for
subtlety of tonal differentiation, for sweetness and delicacy of
gamakas, and for varieties of raga, bhava and tala.

By the achievements of Sri Tyagaraja, the banners of Karnatic
music were flown to such a height that it cannot be parrelled by any
other art. The entire credit goes to the Great Saint Composer Sri
Tyagaraja.

Veena Kuppayyar (1798 - 1860) was one of the most
distinguished disciples of Sri Tyagaraja. He was also called ‘Pata
Kuppayyar’,  ¢Tiruvottiyur = Kuppayyar’ and ¢Narayanagaula
Kuppayyar’ on account of his extraordinary originality in handling
this raga. He was born in Tiruvottiyur, a sacred place, eight kilo
metres, north of Madras. His father was Sambamurthi Sastri, also
called Veena Sambayyar, a great musician and a vainika.Of him it was
said, ‘Sambadu vayinchavale, Sambadu vinavale’ i. e., Sambadu
(Sambayyar) should play (the veena) Sambadu (God Siva) should
listen to the music. Musicians who listened to Veena -Kuppayyar’s
performances profited greatly by them - such an original and creative
artist, he was. He was also a violinist. He was given the title Gana
Chakravarthi for his proficiency in the different systems of music.

Veena Kuppayyar learnt music and veena play from his father.
He held the veena in the vertical posture and played. He composed
simple kritis and kritis of an advanced nature. Deriving inspiration
from his Guru Tyagaraja, he had been successful in composing
Divyanama kirtanas.

Veena Kuppayyar was a great bhaktha and carried on the
worship of his family deity Radha-Rukmini-sameta Srt Venegopala-
swami with great devotion and fervour. It was because of his
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devotion to his family deity, that he signed his pieces as ‘Gopala Dasa’
He was with Tyagaraja for a long period and learnt the art of
musical composition from him in a manner which was not the
previlege of many other of his (Tyagaraja’s) disciples.

At the invitation of Veena Kuppayyar, the great composer of
Tiruvaiyar visited Tiruvottiyur, Tirupathi, Kovur and other holy
places around Madras City. Kuppayyar was the samasthana vidwan
of Kovur at that time and enjoyed the patronage of Sundaresa
Mudaliar,

In the construction of his songs, we find the sequence of Sutra,
Vritti and Bhashya,. The music of the anupallavi is a natura
sequence from that of the pallavi. The ragabhava is lustrously
presented in every composition of his. The raga RANJAKA PRAYOGAS,
the DATU PRAYOGAS that the raga admits of, and the caMakas and the
subtle srutis that the raga admits of are all presented in a vivid
manner. The melodic personality of each raga is portrayed in a
picturesque manner. The construction of music is natural and easy -
flowing. The compositions do not suffer from artificial and laboured
constructioni.  His style may be likened to the DrArsHA Rasa.

The sangatis figuring in his compositions arc all RAGABITAVA
sangatis. They picture to us the various facets of the raga. 'The
sangatis progress from the commencement of the theme as in
Konrvapina Narar-Kamboji Raga - Adi Tala, or from the end of the
theme, as in BAcuMEERA Ganu-Sankarabharana Raga - Rupaka Tala,

Some songs are couched in the divya nama style as in
Jacapasur Rava - Kanada Raga - Adi Tala, and his other composi-
tions are all first class kritis. A divya nama kirtana should possess a
minimum of four charanas and the cHARANAS should be set to the
same music.

He had a gift for composing chitta swaras. They serve to
adorn his compositions. The phrases in the passages of chitta swaras
shine as sparkling gems. The madhyama kala chitta swaras lend a
dignity and verve to his kritis. The chitta swara figuring in the
kriti INTAPARAKELA NAMMA - Begada Raga - Rupaka Tala is a fine
example of a figured cHITTA swara. Each avarta begins with the
same¢ phrase & fl ¢ w, The chitta swaras also have a value from the

-
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point of view of lakshana. For instance, the phraseswd 5 u inMANDARA
sthayi is taboo in Sankarabharana Raga. When rendered in chowka kala,
it tends to suggest the raga Navaroj, but the same phrase when
rendered in mapHyama kala will appropriately fit in with Sankara-
bharana. He has illustrated this point in the chitta swara to his
kriti BAcuvueeza Ganu.  The chitta swara cover a certain aspect of
not covered in the pallavi, anupallavi and charana and leads on
naturally to the pallavi.

Veena Kuppayyar was equally successful in the use of
appropriate words in the sahitya. The words along with the tune
blend very well and give us a pleasant impression. The easy diction
employed and the swect-souriding nature of the words used malke the
compositions first-rate concert - worthy pieces. The mellifluous
nature of the sahityas deserve special study.

Some of his songs contain [ine allusions. The charana of the
kriti Ko~iyapina Narar for example, contains a reference to
ParaMeswaRrA as the Kava Samiara MurtaI and his protection of
MarxkanDpEYA. The charana of the same song contains a reference to
PAr MaswaRrA swallowing the deadly poison (KavLakoora VisHA)
and how he sportingly swallowed it.

His two group krits - KaArnAnasTEEsA PanNcHARATNA and
VEVKATEsA PanciaraTNA are classics by themselves. KonivapiNa
belongs to the former group and contains the sthala and deity mudra
Kalahastcesa. This is one of the very long pieces that we have in
Kamboji Raga. It shines equally well when rendered by the voice or
ins‘rument. In the Venkatesa Pancharatna, the picce BaAcUMEERA
Ganu has become justly famous There is the reference to the deity
Venkatesa there in.

His manasa pooja kirtana PARAMATMUNI MANASAMUNA is
unique by itself. It is a tcaching to persons who suflered from illness
as to how to worship Gob in various ways, thinking of Him, in his
OWN MANAS.

Since Krishna was his family Deity, he appropriately adopted
the signature GoraLa Dasa. He has also composed ritualistic songs
like Juo! Juwo! Juo! Devr,
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A word about his tana varnas. He has been remarkably
successful in composing tana varnas. Being a vainika himself, he
has imported the correct tana style in their constructions. The
POORNA VARIKA bhavas of theragasis reflected in each varna. Ritigaula
and Narayanagaula are said to be the property of his house. His
VaNAJAKsHA - Ritigaula-Ata Tala and Macuva NINNE - Narayana-
gaula - Ata Tala-are splendid examples. His varnas serve as good
exercises for the voice and instrument. Vidwans feel a delight in
singing his varnas in Begada - IntHacHArL MU and Ritigaula -
VaNAjJaksHA at the commencement of the concerts. They casily
serve to create the requisite musical atmosphere.

Asin the case of prominent composers, some compositions
have been composed and have been passed off as VEEna KuppAvyAr’s,
V.navaga in Hamsadhwani Raga is one such. This kriti is not the
composition of Veena Kuppayyar. The confusion arose from the
fact that the signature Gopara Dasa (the ankitam of Vceena
Kuppayyar occurs in this song). The tune of the song is good and
attractive but the sahitya is not in the style of Veena Kuppayyar.
The same idea is repeated. In the Pallavi, we come across the
names Vinayaka and Vighnaraja. Brochutaku occurs in the pallavy
and Adharimpa in the anupallavi. Such repetitions will not occur
in the compositions of Kuppayyar or other eminent composers.

Further this song is not printed in the Telugu book ParLavi
Swara Karpavarri. That book contains the varnas and kritis of
Veena Kuppayyar and was printed by Tiruvottiyur Tyagayyar, the
son of Veena Kuppayyar, in 1900,

The sonz Vinayaka was composed by LI V. Ramakristna
Bhagavathar. He hailed from Elattur ncar Shenkottai. His Guru
was Gopala Bhagavathar, and appropriately adopted the signature
Gorara Dasa. This information was confirmed by P. B. Mani Iyer,
violinist and the son of the above Ramakrishna Bhazavathar.

Kuppayyar became familiar with western Music by listening
to the performances of the Europewmn band played from Fort St.
George, Malras. The last ‘Ettugada’ of his varna, ‘INTACHAUKA’ in
Bilahari raga testiiics to his familiarity with western music. This
particular passage may be harmonised and performed.

Following in the footsteps of his Gura, Kuppayyar compose 1
two group kritis : (1) Kalahastisa Pancharatnam, and (2) Venkatesa
Pancharatnam. They are :
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Kalahastisa Pancharatnam :

Konoyadina Napai —  Kamboji raga — Aditala.
Nanu brova rada - — Sama 5 — ”
Birana nannu brova — Hamsadhvani , — i
Sama gana lola . — Salaga Bhairavi ,, - 3
Sevintamuraramma —  Sahana ¥ — ’
Venkatesa Pancharatnam : .

Mammu brochu —  Simhhndramadhyama raga Adi tala
Nannu brovanika —  Mukari % ”
Sarojakshuni —  Saveri , i .
Nivedikkani —  Darbar %5 53
Bagumeeraganu —  Sankarabharana i -

The above pieces bear the Murti mudra i. e. the name of the
deity Kalahastisa or Venkatesa or the synonym Nagarajasirinivasa,
Seshagirinivasa etc., as the case may be, occurs in all the kritis.

When Tyagaraja visited the house of his disciple, Kuppayyar
at Tiruvottiyur, it was festival time. The family deity Sri Venugopala
was finely decorated and sweet voiced singers were singing and
beautiful damsels were dancing at that time. Moved by the artistic,
inspiring and the spiritual atmosphere of the place, Tyagaraja sang
the kriti, *Venuganaloluni kana veyikannulu kavalene’ (Kedaragaula
raga). A thousand eyes are required to see the glorious form of
Venuganalola”.

When Kuppayyar came to Tyagaraja to learn his compositions,
the former never disclosed to him, that he was an adept in playing
Veena. He was however, longing for an cpportunity to play on
Tyagaraja’s veena.

One day the great composer was out on some work. The
other disciples too had gone elsewhere. The long-awaited opportunity
presented itself and Kuppayar took his Guru’s veena and was playing
splendidly on it. Tyagaraja’s wife, who was startled at the beautiful
music of the veena, came from the kitchen and peeped into the hall
and found that it was the sishya playing upon it. Unobserved she
stood and was listening with interest to the exquisite music. After
some time, Tyagaraja returned. Greeted with the delightful music
of the veena, he paused in front of his house and was wondering who




could be playing upon it. The music was so captivating that he sat
on the pial of his house to listen to it. After some time his curiosity
was so much roused that he went in to see the performer on the
veena. When the sishya saw his Guru, he kept the instrument back
in its place. With trembling hands, he prostrated before his Guru
and requested him to forgive him for playing upon the instrument
without his knowledge and permission. But Tyagaraja smilingly
said: «“Get up, my dear boy, don’t worry. Why did you not tell me
beforehand that you were such a gifted player on this mstrument?”.

This incident reveals the nobility of the great bard of Tiru-
vaiyar.

Veena Kuppayyar had a alent for decorating his kritis with
beautiful Chittaswaras’. These solfa passages have a grippimg
mterest about them.

~ Among his disciples, who became distinguished composers of
‘tana varnas may be mentioned Tiruvottiyur Tyagayyar  (his son),
Kottavasal Venkatarama Ayyar and Fiddle Ponnuswamy, the last of
whom composed the well-known tana varna, Tarum ninne, in
Khamboji raga, Adi tala.

Tiruvottiyur Tyagayyar (1845-1917) proved a worthy son of his
father. He has composed tana varnas aswell as kritis. His kritis abound
with beautiful chittaswaras and sangathis. Some of his famous kritis
are ‘Saraswathi Nannepudu’, in Kalyani and ¢Saarasa Dala Nayana’
in Bilahari. He had a genius for composing ragamalikas: his ¢Sri
Ramana Padma Nayana Hari’ in 16 ragas is well known. ¢Jaya Java
Gokula Bala’, a Tarangam of Narayana Tirtha, originally set in
Kurinji raga, was recast in the form of a beautiful ragamalika in the
live ragas, Bhairavi, Atana, Kambhoji, Kalyani and Surati.  Brilliant
chitta swaras adorn each section and the Makuta swara i Bhairavi
has a delicate beauty of its own. Tyagavyar’s varnam in Darbar
raga, beginning with «Chalamela’ is frequently sung in coneerts.

<Fmr—111
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Pushpaka Vimana
Sri Venugopalaswami is
seated on vimana
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Sri Vavu Lingam,

AMulasthanam at Sri Kalahasteeswara Temple)

Sri Ginana Prasunambika Devi




Tiruvottiyur Temple

Ekapadar
(A rare sculpture at Tiruvottiyur 'T'emple)



Bird's eye view of Svi Kulahosti Tanple

and Swarnamukhi River.

Brahma Sthapitha Panchamukheswara Lingam.,
(A Rare Tmage of Siva in India)




Sri Parthasarathi
Mulavar & Utsavar
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Sti Chamundeswari Temple.

Mysore.

The Famnous Nandi Near Chamundeswari Temple




Veena Kuppavvar’s House
at Madras.

Performance given by the Editor of 'This Book with
Sri R. K. Venkatrama Sastri, Palghat Sri Ramachandra Iyer,
and Sri T. H. Vinavakram.
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ANNEXURE ‘A’

Persons who helped in the publication of the hook.

Sarva Shri
1. S. Doraiswami Iyer, Advocate, Pondicherry.
2. Mrs. Ramani Ammal.
3. Prof. P. Sambamoorthy.
4, T. Sankaran Director, Annamali Manram.
5. L. N. Raghavan, Teacher, Hindu High School, Madras-5.
6. C. V. Varadan, Artist, Singaperumalkoil.
7. Rm Subbiah, Proprietor, M/s Asian printers.
8. Balasubramaniam, Director, India co. Ltd. Madras-1.
9. Prof. S. Srinivasa Rao.
10.  N. Krishnan, M/s Higginbothams Ltd.
11. T. V. Hari Rao, »
12. S. Srinivasan, -
13. Chalakudi N. Harihara Iyer, Sangitha Vidwan.

16.
1§
18-

R. Venkatarama Iyer, (late), Retd - Supdts, Dir. of Ind. &
Commerce, Madras.

S. D. Sundaram, Sccy, T S N Sangam, Madras-28

A. Ponnambalam of T. U. C. S Ltd. Madras-1.

Ku. V. Rajalakshmi, Sangitha Vidwamsini.

Mrs. T. R. Suganthakumari, =

ANNEXURE ‘B’

Sangitlia Granthas and hooks referred to in the compilation of this book

ks
2.

3.

o o

e

10.

1

Studics in Indian Music by Sri T. V. Subba Rao.

Sangitha Sampradaya Pradarsini  (Telugu) by Sri
Subbarama Dikshithar.

Pallavi Swara Kalpavalli in Telugu published by
Tiruvottiyur Sri Thyagayyar. '

Great Composers — Sri Tyagaraja Vol - IT by prof.
P. Sambamoorthy.

Kirtana Sagaram— part I1T by Prof. P. Sambamoorthy.
Tiruvottiyur Sthala Puranam by Sri N. Krishnan.

Sri  Tyagaraja Swami Kirthanaikal published by Sri
Sathguru Sangitha Samajam, Madras 10.

South Indian Music- Vols I to V by Prof. P. Sambamoorthy.
Sri Kalahasti Temple by /s P. Sitapathi & P. Nagi Reddy.
Thanjai Peruvudayan Perisai Edited by M/s K P. Kittappa
& K. P. Sivanandam.

Sangitha Saram (Tamil) by Sri R. V. Krishnan..
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