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PREFACE

Under the inspiration of ‘{'heir Highnesses the
Maharaja and the Maharani of Travancore and espe-
cially fortified by the abidinginterest and expert
guidance of Her Highness, the Government of Tra-
vancore and those responsible for the conduct of the
Swati Tirunal Music Academy have been able to
popularise the musical compositions of Maharaja Swati
Tirunal. As the days go by, they are being more and
more recognised as among the most conspicuous and

permanent contributions to the musical science and art
of South India. n

A great savant and exponent of Carnatic Music,
Gayakasikhamani Dr. Muthia Bhagavathar was nomi-
nated by His Highness as the first Principal of the
Music Academy started in Trivandrum for the purpose
of imparting a comprehensive musical education to its
alumni, such education comprising an intensive study
and practical exposition of Sri Swati Tirunal’s Kritis as
well as those of other makers of modern South Indian
music, notably Sri Thyagaraja, Shyama Sastri and
Dikshigar. During his tenure of office as Principal,
Dr. Muthia Bhagavathar, with indefatigable industry,
collated and made ready for publication nearly 400
Kritis, Byteon account of failing health, his work was
interrupted and he was able to publish only the first
instalment. _ Fle however found tifte to* write a
mohumental work on Carnatice music which will
shortly be published under the auspiges of the Music
Academy. : Rajyasevahirata Semmangudi “Srinivasa
Aiyar, the renowned vocalist aqd scholar succeeded
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Dr. Muthia Bhagavatgar as Princ}pal and has continued
his work and adequately maintained his traditions.

The present pub?l? tion is designed to be of help
to all music lovers in So&th India ; and in order success-
fully to achieve this end, the script and rotation have
been rendered in Tamil and Sanskrit as well as in
Malayalam, and it is hoped-that in this way all students
and practitioners of the characteristic Carnatic music
of the South will be able to utilise and augment their
musical heritage.

C. P. RAMASWAMI AIYAR.
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