I’m Strangely Attracted to You


We live in an era of unmitigated despair, trapped within a suicidal social system that seems eternal, as impossible to change as the rising of the tides. Given how uniformly and remarkably horrifying the consequences of Marxist revolutionary movements have been – ranging from Stalin to the Shining Path – it is of no surprise that capitalism has been declared itself the only form of social organization capable of , and sycophants such as Fukuyama proclaimed that some version of “liberal democracy” and capitalism was the end of history, and that somehow the World-Spirit of Hegel had incarnated itself as never-ending strip malls contrasted with endless shanty-towns, inhumanly ruthless extraction of natural resources, a globalized labor force increasingly stripped of even the barest of material necessities. The icing of the cake is even the rich who profit from this social system are  wallowing in a meaningless wasteland of their own making, unable to find any joy in their life despite their surrounding themselves with evermore lifeless things. 


Yet it can all change in the blink of an eye. It is completely plausible one day that we will wake up and capitalism, a social system based on the mediation of money in relationships and its infinite pursuit of ever-more expansion, will simply collapse. Earlier, this has been put forward as a purely wishful thinking, something to scribbled in graffiti by situationist-inspired students or written at the end of essays by anti-capitalists in order to rally the troops. As a thought it seemed beautiful, but surely implausible. However, the tides are turning, and now it seems that a world-shifting event is on the horizon: the end of capitalism, even within our lifetime. The cause of the destruction of capitalism is, rather shockingly, not the resistance of labor, but the complete destruction of natural resources upon which both capital and life itself depends. 



Capitalism has always relied on infinite expansion, and there can be no infinite expansion on a finite planet. Capitalism is based on the extraction of natural resources by labor with the aid of capital, which in turn transforms more living nature resources into more dead capital. This is not high theory, this is the most basic principle of capitalism as taught in even the most basic of economics classes. This process can not continue without natural resources, and everywhere natural resources are catastrophically diminishing, from the loss of fresh water and the running out of oil. Capitalism is the root cause of climate change, making the earth itself inhospitable to human life. Crises are nearly certain: a great drought to be caused in the Midwest by the lost of the Ogallala aquifer, which will make the metaphorical flooding of places like Mexico with cheap American corn impossible, and the literal flooding of the highly-populated cities. When natural resources fundamentally deteriorate beyond a point of no return, capitalism, which has always parasitically feasted upon these resources, will have no choice but to collapse.   

[IT WOULD GOOD TO SUMMARIZE SOME CLIMATE CHANGE RESEARCH ABOUT HOW FUCKED THINGS ARE HERE]

 
There are two criticisms of such an alarming standpoint. The first is given by the capitalists themselves, particularly those who label themselves with the misnomer “green capitalism.” They state rather simply that regardless of the problem, the market will step it to solve it and some technological fix, be it nuclear fusion, hydrogen power, or ethanol, will come in to save the day. However, this argument first misconstrues the nature of global capitalism and second shows an incredibly naïve view of reality itself. First, global capitalism is not a perfect market, but dominated by an oligarchy of intertwining interests ranging from institutions like nation-states and “development” banks, so the market itself is a childlike (autistic, as others have put it) myth. This is shown by the many failures of the market to produce even barely functional solutions, as is clear in the situation in New Orleans and Baghdad, where it was assumed “privatized” companies could deliver the bare essentials, and instead they ran off with the money and left the population destitute. In a domain as basic as human shelter the market has hidden perfectly wonderful solutions from the first world, such as low-tech passive solar heating, sensible eating habits, and vegetable-oil based automobiles, instead fostering reliance on expensive and inferior solutions that results in the amazingly inefficient monstrosities of modern skyscrapers, privatized medicine in the USA such as HMOs, and SUVs (which the green capitalists are currently trying to fix). To move out of overdeveloped portions of the world, one can see the market has done immense harm and little good to areas as diverse as Africa and Eastern Europe. The market and the entire world-system, to what extent it exists, does not exist to serve people’s interests, but to maximize profits and preserve the current relationships of power. As obvious in the recent Iraq war, beneath the velvet glove of the market lies the iron fist of the military, and when push comes to shove in the battle for natural resources such as oil, the market is a fiction, and truth is spoken through the barrel of gun. 
For the real capitalists understand that access to natural resources such as oil, rubber, diamonds, silicon, and fresh water run the entire system. Their precious culture, including the new cybernetic networks like the Internet, and the superstructure of the market exists only a purely ecological base. Only their foolish sycophants such as economists would give capitalism the christlike power to transform, through some technological apparatus, water into wine and thin air into oil. As we’ve said earlier, atoms don’t care about ideology, and short of a nanotechnological revolution one cannot transform hydrogen atoms into free energy. Hydrogen is a carrier of energy, and to even do that one has to break the hydrogen molecule, requiring immense amounts of energy, making them entire process useless to create energy without some motor, such as oil, to run the machine and be stored in the first place. So there’s no free lunch. Green capitalism is as much of a contradiction as fucking for virginity. Even green capitalism cannot exist without continual extraction of natural resources, and we exist on a finite planet. At best, green capitalism could slow the process of the end of capitalism down, stretching out its lifetime for maybe even decades, but eventually the entire house of cards will collapse.   


The second objection to the “end of the capitalism through climate change” comes from frequently from Marxists. The objection is that these threats of “climate change,” and other subsidiary threats like peak oil, are in fact nothing but the usual rhetoric of imagined crisis from capitalism, rhetoric that only further justifies their exploitation of workers and violent oppression of revolt. To the extent climate change and the forthcoming end of capitalism will provoke a historically unprecedented crisis, it will of course be used to justify exploitation and violence. In fact, it will doubtless increase exponentially the amount of sheer violence against labor and any resistance, just as mortally wounded animals that are backed into the corner become even more vicious. Still, the fact that there is a large amount of rhetoric from the capitalist press, in magazines ranging from the popular press to the Financial Times, does not mean that the crisis is not real. In fact, while one is right to be skeptical about information produced for mass consumption by capitalism, at a certain level the capitalists do have to live in a “reality-based community” to maintain their position, and so information sources such as Pentagon, whose report on climate change predicts wars for ever-declining resources, and news sources used by finance capital that are currently predicting how to both make even further profit from climate change while nothing the bleak future for industries like disaster insurance collapse, are likely to be truthful. Capitalism does have not just illusionary crises, but real crises, and since climate change contradicts the founding assumption of infinite growth that is so central to capital, then climate change is a very real crisis. This attributing of superhuman powers of manipulation and control to capitalism, as was shown most recently in “Afflicted Powers” when the authors claimed that the “War for Oil” was simply another myth produced by the spectacle. Is it not strange that the primary that the staunchest believers in capitalism are anti-capitalists? Yet it is not as paradoxical as it seems: after all, believing that capitalism is capable of recuperating any form of resistance or crisis makes it invincible, and therefore the best one can do is write hand-wringing critiques of capitalism, which is precisely what many anti-capitalists tend to do, without engaging in any real action or strategic thinking about the future of capitalism. If capitalism actually was ending, anti-capitalists would have to redefine themselves, and break out of the comfortable niches of “activism” and “theory” they have created for themselves. Yet this may not the fault of the Marxists: There are two critical factors that Marxism did not predict, and it is through no fault of Marx, since these developments were invisible during the formative stages of capitalism in which he wrote. The first is the development of global cybernetic networks, which currently autonomist Marxists at least are attempting to deal with through notions of the general intellect and other obscure notions from the incomplete Das Kapital. The second is the ecological crisis, which autonomist Marxists and many revolutionaries – with the notable exceptions of indigenous and anarchist movements – seem unaware of it. 
And so just as capitalism needs natural resources to continue its infinite expansion, any resistance, including that of labor, also requires natural resources. One cannot have a revolution on a dead planet.  

The resounding silence on climate change from the vast majority of the autonomist and anarchist movement in the Global North is deafening. These struggles trace their origin usually to the Zapatista struggles against neoliberalism and for humanity. At the first Encuentro in Chiapas, neoliberalism was a triumphant victor, seemingly unstoppable, and the Global Days of Action initiated by People’s Global Action, a network sprung for the Zapatista encounters, showed that global capitalism was remarkably easy to at least symbolically defeat. In the United Kingdom this caught national attention at the J18 action against capital in London [SHOULD WE PUT SOMETHING ABOUT GERMANY IN HERE? COLOGNE ANTi-G8 J18 PROTESTS], followed shortly by the surprising victory against the WTO in Seattle, causing a cycle of struggles given the misnomer “the anti-globalization movement” to arise even in the Global North. The fear caused by September 11th and the spectre of political Islam have nearly crippled these struggles beyond global recognition in the United States, while the cycle of struggles in Europe, with protests continuing against the G8, seems to distinctly be transforming into something different, although the trajectory is unclear. Yet like the coming of spring after a long winter, a new terrain of struggle is ahead of us. For capitalism is no longer the triumphant victor, and instead now capitalism is headed towards its own destruction, and this should if anything change the trajectory of the global anti-capitalist movement. Yet the fact is the green capitalists such as Gore and Blair are the one’s putting this on the top of the agenda, and so inoculating the population against the obvious: the root cause of ecological crisis, of which climate change is the most telling symptom, is not simply too much carbon in the air, is not overpopulation or lack of proper technology: as implicit in the slogan of Rising Tide, one of the few anti-capitalist climate change action groups,  the root cause of climate change is capitalism. The problem is not too many people, as the reactionary and conservative forces try to explain, but too many people living first-world lifestyles. So, if the he end of capitalism will likely be within our lifetimes, the next question is what will come next? 
[OKAY, ONE PROBLEM THAT WAS OBVIOUS IN CHIAPAS WAS THAT PEOPLE IN CHIAPAS ARE NOT CURRENTLY EFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE, AND THE ANTI-GLOBO MOVEMENT HAS MUCH BETTER CONNECTION WITH THEM THAN THE PEOPLE IN KENYA AND AFRICA WHO ARE SOME OF THE FIRST TO ALREADY BE STRICKEN WITH CLIMATE CHANGE INDUCED DISASTER]
However, there is one final objection
[I.E. THAT THINGS WILL CHANGE WILL SLOWLY AND WE’LL SEE IT COMING, SHOWING A MISUNDERSTANDING OF THE NATURE OF PHASE TRANSITIONS]
Is the prospect of the end of capitalism within our lifetimes not cause for celebration? After all, let us not gloss over the death squads, the sheer exterminating power of capitalism. 

[HERE’s THE CENTRE OF THE PAPER – GIVE A SHOT TRYING TO EXPLAIN IT, COMPLEX SYSTEMS, NON-LINEAR FEEDBACK, BIFURCATIONS AND CHAOTIC SYSTEMS, STRANGE ATTRACTORS]
4) Complex Systems and Climate Change

[I AM ONLY THINKING OF FOUR MAIN ATTRACTORS]

5) Strange Attractors –


1) Fascism – (nationalism in eastern Europe, USA, etc.)
           2) Peasant-based societies (many indigenous people )

           3) Conservative throwbacks (feudalism in India, Islam in Middle-east) 
            4) State Socialism (i.e. Chavez, but hell, he’s running on petro dollars, and so slim chance of

              This model surviving).


5) Anachism 


Unless an alternative is given by anarchists, the people of the United States will be driven by fear into the hands of religious fundamentalist fascists. As New Orleans showed, they will use wealth and the color of the skin to dictate who gets what limited resources remain in the era of climate change. They will then attempt to drive the dying industrial monster of the United States to its logical end, destroying mountains to burn the last of the coal and celebrating as they chop down the last tree. This folly will increase the rate of climate change, and endanger the survival of the human species throughout the world.  

[I’D LIKE TO WRITE A PARAGRAPH COMPARING HEZEBOLLAH AS A CONSERVATIVE AND REACTIONARY POST-DISASTER CRISIS RESPONSE NETWORK TO COMMON GROUND, THE MOSTLY ANARCHIST ONE IN THE USA]


 The next cycle of struggles will be focused on the battle to save the ecology of the Earth and create a form of life for humanity that can restore some of the planet. It is the  task of all of us to formulate and spread a way of life that can survive the end of capitalism and climate change [OKAY, INSPIRING PARAGRAPH ABOUT HOW OUR LITTLE ACTIONS MAY MAKE A DIFFERENCE, BUTTERFLY WING HURRICAN SORT OF STUFF, BUT TEMPERED BY SOME BLOODY COMMON SENSE]

The end of capitalism does not mean the end of the world. Far from it, it is the new beginning, perhaps the actual beginning after millennia of nightmares. 
