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Chapter I

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATER

In January 1943 Brig. Gen. Clayton L. Bissell, Commsnding
General of the Tenth Air Force since 18 August 1942, faced many of
the same problems and difficulties which had confronted Maj. Gen.
Lewis H, Brereton upon his arrival in India the preceding February
to command the newly created American air force in the China-Burma~
India Theater. Although much of the spades work for the establish-~
ment and development of an effective combat air unit in the Far
Fast had been done, the accomplishments of the Tenth Air Force
during 1942 were small in comparison with those of the air forces
in other major theaters of operation. Basic policies had largely
been determined, and far-resching strategic plans had been mapped
out, but the major part of the task still lay ahead.l

¥hile the general tactical situation in the China-Burma-Indie
Theater, under command of Lt. Gen. Joseph W. Stilwell since its
ereation in February 1942, had by and large remained unchanged, the
strategic position had improved immeasurably, The first units of
the American air force hed arrived in Indis during the darkest weeks
of 1942, when German drives toward Suez and the Caucasus and the
Japancse advence in Burma threatened to catch the Indisn sub-
continent in the jaws of a huge pincer, The loss of India would
have completed the isolation of China, and this double catastrophe

might well have disastrously changed the courae of the war, By
TSR o
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L January 1943, however, both German drives had been turned back,

-ii. and Allied couster-drives had removed all immediate danger to Indie
from the west. In the east the Japanese had completed the occupa-
tion of central and southern Bumma but had made no serious attempt
to cross the rugged and roadless expanse slong the Burms-Indis
frontier. In the Indian Ocean, too, the situstion had greatly im-
proved. The heavy units of the Japsnese fleet which had threatensd
to deny the use of normal sea lanes to Indian ports had withdrawn in
April 1942 and never returned. Although the presence of the enemy

. at Rangoon, Singapore, and in the Andsman Islands restricted Allied
shipping sebivity in the Bay of Bengal, convoys were able to reach

« the ports in western India, and coastwise shipping from Ceylon to
Galcutta had been resumed, Thus in 1943 the Americans in Asis had a
feeling of security which had not been present in 1942, and could go

. about their work with the assurance that whatever they accomplished
wuld be of permanent value to the totel war effort.

This feeling of security and permanence which had resulted from
the general improvement in the strategic situstion, however, couvld
not remove, or even minimize, the meny basic problems which had to
be faced within the theater. Logistical difficulties, which steammed
from the great distances separating the locale of operations from the
chief source of supplies, were destined to continue as the chief

) . hendicap in the way of successful operations.” Distance alore,

o however, constituted only a small part of the gigantic problem in-

volved in the transportation of war materials to support American
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. activities in the Far East. A critical shortage of merchent vessels
. It. and the huge demands from theaters holding a higher priority required
attention in shaping all plang for future action. '

Transportation within the theater had been vastly improved
during the preceding months but the problem had not been fally over-
come. Increased docking space at the western ports, the reopening
of the huge port of Calcutta, and provision of storage facilities at
various ports had made possible a more efficient handling and re-
ghipment of goods received. The use of Calcutta had also greatly

. relieved the strain on trans-Indian railroads, and incroased air
transportation had been of value, but there remained difficult

« problems in moving supplies into Assam and thence to China, Assam,

as the focal point of the air transport line into China, had assumed
& place of importance completely out of proportion to its peacetime

. status. As a result, its inefficlent, narrow-gauge rail lines and
slow, clumsy, river~transport system had proved incapable of meeting
the increased demands placed upon them.

The supply line from India to Chins, which had occupied much of
the time and thought of the staff of the Tenth Air Force during the
preceding six months, remained a cause for greatest anxiety among
the Americans. VWhile the actual operation of the air transport
service was no longer a responsibility of Genersl Bissell's force,

. . the protection of the ferry and its installations wag still an im-
wr portant part of its mission.” More important yet was the fact that
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the China Air Task Force was wholly dependent upon the ferry for
the supplies nscessary to its continued operations from Chinese
bages. Since the support of China had been considered the most ime
portant part of the mission of the Tenth Air Force, the failure of
the air ferry was tantamount to fajlure to carry out the mission of
the AAF in the Asiatlic theater.

The most gerious problems, therefore, were logistlcal, but there
were many other obstacles which stood In the way of efficient opera-
tions, most of tham cbstacles of such a naturs that they could never
be removed., Extremes of heat and cold, dust and rain, fog and high
humidity, would &lways be present, and only through experience and
the improvement of equipment could operational hazards be cut to a
minimum and genersl heslth conditions improved, Valuable experience
had been gained during 1942, but it was apparent thet natural con~
ditions would continue to render alr operations much more difficult
than in some other theaters.

To a casual observer it might have appeared that the general
tactical situation in Asia was for the most part not unlike that
of the preceding year. Since the spring of 1942 there had been mo
spectacular battles, no reconquered territory, and ne massing of
land armies along the frontiers. The mission of the Tenth Air Force
and the relstion of its Commanding General to the Theater Commander
had not been altered. The all-important ground supply line into
China had not been opened. Iet there wore many concrete evidences

that considereble progress had been made in preparation for aerisl
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. warfare. Completion of new airdromes in eastern India had ensbled
_3. the Tenth Alir Force to deploy its meager forces to betber advantage

then had been possible only a few weeks before. Increasingly
numerovs altermete landing fields provided havens for planes return~
ing from distant missions in such condition that they could not
reach their home flelds. Repalr and supply depots had been estzb-
lished at strategic polnts and were slowly but surely increasing the
efficiency of their services. The alrcraft strength of the AAF in
the theaber was for the first time great enough to offer a serious
. challenge to Japanese air ascendancy over Burma., Certainly the
prospects for operations of the American air units in India and
« Chine were brighter then they had been at any previous time,
Prom the time he assumed command of the Tenth Air Force, Genersl

Bissell had reslized that there were certain conditions existing

. within the theater which would have to be corrected before maximun
operational sffiociency could be achieved, He had attacked these
problems with energy and persistence and had enjoyed considersble
success, Nevertheless, the condition of morale continuwed to cause
eoncern. In a report on the air foress in the Asiatic theater late
in 1942, Genersl Bissell had stated that morale was at a low leval,
especially because of the stagnation of promotions among junior
officers and a genersl shortage of organizational equipgtent.’*

) . The arrival of replacements in grades above second lieutenant
o plus the limitations placed by T/0's had made it impossible to pro-
mote numerous second lieuntenants whose combat experienee and proved

"1%\%{1& ,m'i‘;_\;j mﬂ
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ability certainly merited recognition. Revision of T/0's and the
activation of four combat sguadrons in the theater had partially

ranedied the pre ~motions but had not made it possible to
advance all de énants. A request from General
Bissell that Sunior officers be allowed without
regard to T » and a counter proposal wes made
from Washi srienced junior officers be rebtured to
the Uni‘l;“ n the training program where promotions
could t & difficulty. General Bissell dlsspproved
of th his efforts to obtain promotions in the
£ie) } nary 1943, General Amold on e visit to the
th} of the necessity of T/0 revision and thet pend-
i ’temporary expedient should be adopted. As a

’ Force was permitted to give advancement to 50
regerdless of T/0 limitations,?
y chance of repetition of the difficulty and to

PrOvVE w. in the thezter thet the popular conception that

T~

fThere!ll be no promotion this side of the ocean' was in error,

Generel Bigsell asked that in the future ell officer replacements

be sent to the theater in grade of second liesutenant unless higher

ranking officers were specifically requested. His argument, that

the arrival of inexperienced officers in grades higher than those

of men with considersble combat experience was detrimental to morale,

was valid, and the policy he proposed was adopted.6
Concurrently the problem of shortage of organizational equip-

ment wWes sttacked with no less energy. and,genei@ency but with a
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- lesser degree of success, This was no mere question of policy,

(‘. however, but had its origins in a shortage of materisl which could
not immediately be overcome. Since personnel carriers from the
outset had been more readily obtainsble than cargo vessels it had
baen the practice to send organizations to theaters of operation,
their eguipment following when suitable freighters became availshble.
Units were therefore forced to begin oparations without many of the
necessary tools. The War Department had been repeatedly and em-
phatically reminded of this condition, snd sttention espescially had

. been called to the hardships growing out of the need for motor
vehiclea.

A request for vehicles made by General Bissell on 25 January
gives an indication of the extent of the shortage in his air force.
He asked for immediste shipment of 13 sadans, 28 ambulances, 338

. jeeps, 26 command cars, 73 carryalls, 3% weapons carriers, 5 trucks
(13~ton), 4 truck tractors (li-ton), 256 trucks (2i~ton), and 6
trucks (4~ton). These vehicles, he said, were urgently needed
because of the extrame dispersion of units, the unreliability of
commercial transportation, and the neceasity of being ready to
handle expansion and/or temporary reinforcenent.’” In reply General
Marshall stabed that the movement would require about 5,000 shipping

- tons and would therefore have te be sent out in small shipments over

- . a period of several months in order not to interfere with the normal

e flow of supplies and TBA equipment for new units moving into the

theater,” Obvicusly the. e:d.‘st,mg, shqx;ta ngl not be overcome
\‘Tr Ny - . ._.) - _H 5""“"-: -

L SLBL””” ORI,
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
CONFIDENTIAL

for several months.

Officials in the War Department were well aware of the unfortu-
nate situation and of the serious affacts that its continuance might
hove, but they wers helpless to alleviate the condition until more
cargo vesacls became availsble.? The choice seemsd to be one of
continuing the current procedure or of sllowing personnel to remain
in the zone of the interior while shipping space for organizational
equipment was accumilated. Of the alternatives the former was more
acceptable, and for a time the existing policy would have to continus.
As a possible way to prevent the condition from reaching a eritiesl
point in the future the VWar Department proposed a plen by which there
wuld eventually be built up in India a pool of equipment from which
units arriving leter could be supplied. In any case it was evident
that the ultimate solution lay in the ability to provide more ship-
ping space to the Asiabic theater.lo

Ar a further measure to insure stebility of morale among his
troops General Bissell exerted pressure for improvement of mail
service to the theater, and to stop the waylaying of air cargoes
intended for his force, Pericdicals seem %o have been one of the
prizes most often sought by looters. The habit of appropriating air
cargoes at pointe along the transport line was not peculiar to one
theater, but the Tenth Alir Force was at the end of the longest line
and ite cargoes were therefore more llkely to be molested. On
11 January Gemeral Bissell reported that the failure to receive

second class mail was a,f.'i‘ect E orale and requested that an

J‘U
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inspector be assigned to ascertain what corrective action could be

takon.ll

Three days later General Stratameyer replied thsat coxrec-
tive action was being taken, and thet in addition an air inspector
would investigate and determine the responsibility for past deficien-
cies.lz The following day he cabled Genoral Bissell thst five dis—
patches of second class mail had left the port of embarkation in
Novanber and five more in December. He went on to say that Maj). Gen,
Raymond A. Wheeler had reported each week in DPecember that mail
conditions east of Rarachi were normal. In view of General Wheeler's
further assertion of 2 January that practically all Christmas mail
had reached the troops on time, General Stratemoyer requested that
Genersl Bissell give specific cases of delay or loss of second class
mail as a basis for 1nvestigation.13 This was evidently done since
Genersal Stratemeyer, on 30 Januwary, admitted that shivments %o the
theabter had &pparently been pilfersd or diverted en route. ¥ Remedial
measures seem Lo have been effective, for on 22 March Brig. Gen.
Benjamin G. Ferris, at rear echelon headguarters of USAF in CBI,
reported from New Delhi that, in the period from 1 to 15 March, 228
pouches of letters had been delivered by air and that 1,560 sacks
of parcel post were delivered by the 55 David Stone on 11 lMarch, He
added that the wlume of V-mail was rapidly increasing and that the
service was excellent,:5

Shortage of equipment and personnel as well as the peculiar
characteristics of some of the reglons in which cperations were
carried out prasented the various coimanders of the Tenth Air Force

with many puzzling problems. One of_thgdmat perplexing of these
{___“ j} [ Jf(f- Jf W LTI
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was that of providing the best possible air warning system for AAT

installations in Assam. Zarly in 1942 Genersl Brereton, then
comnender of the Tenth, had concluded that the only workable net
wuld consist of amall self-supperting units operating portable
radio sets far wp in the Naga Hills to the east. Becsuse of the
ruggedness of the terrain these outposts would have to be supplied
from the air. It was believed that radar would be ineffective
because the airfields were so closs to the hills, snd later tests
proved that this assumption was essentislly correct. lNeamwhile a
few portable transmliters were obtained and smell detachments were
placed et almost insccessible points in the hills. General Bissell
was in accord with General Brerston's views and endeavored to add
more reporting stations.

Late in October 1942 a series of Japanese attacks on the Dinjan
area had indicated that the syst :i:: then existed was entirely un~
satisfactory. It was believed, however, that the failure of the net
to give sufficient warning wes due to the limited number of outposts
rather than to unsoundness of the general plan.]-6 A few additional
ground obgerver teams were deployed but General Bissell was still not
at all confident that the system was equal to its tesk. He therefore
asked on 2 November that 15 SCR 177 sets and 45 operators be shipped
to Indie so that the net could be greatly extended, but only 5 sets
and 15 operators were anthorized. On 6 January General Marshall
reported that the five SCR 177 sets had departed from the United

States by air.t? On 25 Jenuery, however, they still had not arrived,
?‘qh;ﬁ‘\"!‘“‘-\"? m'ﬂ‘ﬂ y
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and General Bissell reguested that they be traced. ¥ on 28 January

General Marshell notified him that the sets had left Miami by air
on 25 Decenber, and that they wers being assigned a higher priority
to expedite delivery.lg Almost a month later General Bissell
reported that Air Trensport Command had informed him that the sets
were still at Natal.?C
Meanwhile, on 14 January General Bissell had recelved a csble
from General Stretemeyer steting that the desirebility of assignment
of air warning units to the Tenth Air F;:rce wag recognlzed, and
suggesting that the T/0 be drawn up for battelions of three self-
contained companies, each company to be equipped with four mobile
rader sets and to lnclude sboub 12 observer teams equipped with
suitable redio trensmitters.?: General Bissell replisd that there
wes great need for such air warning units but esserted thab each
observer team should be large enough to maintein itself in isolated
stablions, and that messing and medicsl requirements must be provided
to meet such employment.®® General Stratemeyer then said that under
the plen which he had proposed the cbserver units were to consist of
only thres men each and therefore could not ke capable of maintsin-
ing themselves. He agreed that the groups operating the rador setis
should be self-aupporting but considered it uneconomical from the
point of view of personnel and materiel to provide self-maintaining
ground observer units.~> A few deys later Genoral Bissell stated
that the air warning units to whilch he had referred were not radar
units but ground cbservers equipped with radio transmitters. He
RS U E
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<, 3, A
again insisted that the nature of the topography of the region
b precluded successful use of radar, and that the only possible
effective alr warning net would be one composed of self-supporting
ground cbserver teams.m"

Thile the question as to what type of net would eventually be
adopted was still uwnsettled, the Judgment of General Bissell was
vindicated when the warning net consisting of only 14 ground cbserver
posts with 7 SCR 177 and 7 SCR 188 radio transmitters gave sufficient
warning of two Japenese air attacks on the Dinjan area late in

. February, the second of which was turned back with heavy losses.25
Still not satisfied, General Bissell repeated his request for 15
additional trangmitters and 45 operstors. 0Of the 15 operators and
5 sets previcusly authorized, =1l the operators had arrived but
only parts of 2 of the sets had been received.zé

. A fow days thereafter General Ferris added the weight of his
opinion to the contention of Geneoral Bissell, He stated that the
situation at Dinjan reguired that the Tenth Air Force immediately
supplement the air warning net so that 24 observer posts could be
operated, He also maintained that each selfesupporting unit should
have 10 men.27

On 5 March General Marshall, in reply to the messsge he had

~ received from General Ferris, presented a plan calling for relaying

) . of messages from the outlying posts to necarer stations at which

plottings conld be made and telephone messages sent to areas waich

seemed likely to be the o‘biect.s of eneny yj;t‘ Th:i.s plan wuld
T T W
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have the advantege of using smaller trensmitters with shorter range,
neny of which were already available in the theater.zs General
Bissell then expleined that, under existing circumstances, the most
distant observer posts would have to be placed too near the potential
targets to allow time for plotting snd relaying of messages. Such a
system, he said, would never allow enough time for the slow-climbing
P-k0ts, charged with defense of ths ares, to gain sufficient altitude
for succassful interceptlion. It was his plan to equip each outpost
with a transmitter powerful anough te send warnings directly to the
aress likely to be attacked. Furthermore, he believed that 2
observer units equipped with sets of 150.mile range could provide
sufficient warning for Assam-hased fighters to make Japenese attacks
too costly to be continued. He concluded with the statement: "I
have lived with this problem for sbout a year and know that the
personnel and materiel requested are the sbsolute minimm to do the
30b."%7 On 17 March Brig. Gen. Gordon P, Saville, Director of Air
Defense, wrote General Bissell that results of Signal Corps tests
indicated that radar was unsuited to the terrain in question and
agreed that effective air warning could best be cbtalned from ground
observers reporting by radio. He thought, however, that radar sets
might be used to supplement the ground observer pouta.3°

On the surface it would appeer that the difference in opinion
was due to a lack of understanding by officials in Washington of
the conditions faced in the theater. Yeit this was not the case.
At the time of General Stratemeyer's suggestion that radar units

CORPDEITIAY
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be used, the final tests proving thet radar equipment would not be
effsctive in the region had not been completed. Lioreover, had it
been possible to use the plan suggested by General Stratemsyer or
the one supgested by General Harshall, much of the required equip~
ment could have been cbtained from signal units alresdy in the field.
On the other hand, to extend the net as proposed by General Bissell
required that portable radio transmitiers and generators be shipped
from the United States. Once more the shortage of shipping space
was felt.

Meanwhile, General Bissell and his staff had been greatly dis-
turbed by the civil affairs of Indias. The failure of the Cripps
Mission and the subsequent arrest of Gandhi in August 1942 had led
to widespread disorders and serious delays in transportation and
construction.> Throughout the remeinder of the yesr the situstion
was grave, a civil disobedience campaign resulting in 60,229 arrests,
940 deeths, and 1,630 1iuvr;>uru:1e:d.3 3 This, however, was only one of
the causes for unessiness. The Japanese raids in the Dinjan area
in October had led to a genoral expdus of native workers from the
region, vwhile the more recent raids on Calcutta in late December had
caused an estimated 350,000 natives to leave the ci.ty.% Because
of the defection of laborers and the damaging results of widespread
sabotage, efforts of the American forces were hampered to such an
extent that it was believed necessary t¢ bring in American labor

troops ond guasrds. If this procedure became mandatory, lshor troops

and guerds would possibllm;&’ cE ifoﬂf'ty personnel badly
G-&wm CONFIDENTIAL
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- needed by the Tenth Air Force.

During Januery, ss the panic at Calcutta subsided, the labor
situation showed some improvement, and the incidence of sabotege
slowly declined.>? The goneral uncasineas of the populace was not
entirely allayed, however, before a threatened food shortego gave
the Indien press an opportunity for further agitation.f’é Flood and

¢yclone damage had reduced the harvest.

The normal importation of

rice and other foodstuffs from Burma was iwpossible,

Unless other

sources of food were found a serious famine {hreatened.

Farmers and

speculators began hoarding grain, and clty dwellers suffered from
hungecr.37 Strikes, arson, train deresilments, and hombings once more
broke out, and when on 10 February Gandhl went on a 2l-day hunger
strike, the future of American military activities in India was far
from reasauring.3 8
It was feared that Gandhi would not survive the fast and that
his desth would result in chaos throughout India.39 Some Anmericans
questioned the wisdom of the British declsion to continue Gandhi's
incarceration, but the British were convinced that under the cireum-
stances their policy was the wiser.5°? General Wavell believed that
Gandhi would survive the fast end that the genersl asituation would
improve a8 a rasult."l In Iondon, Sir Stafford Cripps expressed the
- opinion that should Gandhi dle the civil disobedisnce campaign
would soon cease because of Nehru's inability to hold the (ongress
= Party together,2 During the lest 10 days of February Gendhi's

condition was repeatedly reported as being grave, &nd, when on
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- 3 March it was announced that the fast had ended, a feeling of relief

:‘. pervaded the entire country.‘*g' Recent arrivals of grain shipments
from Australia hsd somewhat relieved the focd shortage and prospects
for the summer became much Wrighter.

Meanwhile requests for labor troops had been leoked upon
favorably in Washington, but action on sending Americans for guard
duty at American instailstions was delayed until the policy of the
British was fully determined. The British had accepted the respon-
gibility for saecurity of American eir installations in March 1942,

. but es the nwuber of airdromss used by the U, S. forces increased
and internel disordera reached a high peak, they had announced that
- while they would continue to furnish protection against enemy actien,
they were no longer able to accept the responsibility for protection
against sabotage by disaffected natives. After soms persuasion, in

. which it was pointed out that the sending of guards from the United

States would slow down the arrival of combat airmen, the British

agreed to accept full responsibility for aecurity.u’ They were not,

however, able to provide white troops, snd whils the Ghurkas had

proved entirely reliabls as guards they were not numerous enough

to provide abaclute fseursm-i'c.y.l’5 Generals Bissell and Ferris there-

fore felt that the fow military police companies previously requested
_ Were still necaasary.‘*é The War Department was convinced of the

. . need and promised to send the guard units to the theater as soon

2 as 1:n:nm:i.‘t:>].ﬁ».M '

Reports from China in the meanwhile had been far frem favor-
sbles Morale in the Ghinese Army, nhich h:aj. fought so long without
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. the proper weapons, was heginning to fail. The civilian population
@ of woccupied China was suffering from meloutrition and disease.
Although Chiang Kaiwshek retained his prestigs, there was a constant
threat of civil war between his armies and those of the communist
guerillas, It was therefore feared that an all-out attack by the
Japanese during the spring would bring an end to the war in China.
The Chinewse press became critical of the small amount of materiel
being sent to China*®
An ennouncement on 12 January that at the end of the war Great
. Britein and the United States would surrender extraterritorial rights
in China proved of some help, bul there was need for more substantial
a evidence of continuing suppert for China's war effort.*? Assurances
given on this polnt, both by President Roosevelt and Prime Minister
Churchill immediately following the Casablanca Conference, were well
. received by the press of free China, 0
Clearly there were many disturbing elements in the China-Burma-
Indie Theater to distract the attention of American miiitary leeders,
end yet purely military affairs were on the upgrade., It had been
found impossible to furnish the Tenth Airx Force with s full comple-
ment of alreraft for its one heavy bombarduent group, one medium
bombardnent group, and two fighter groups, by October 1942, as had
been visualized in the Arnold-Portal agreament of the preceding
. @ June.”* Aireraft strength in the CBI Theater under thet sgreement
- was to comprise 252 planes, of which 35 were to be heavy bombers,
57 medium bombers, and 160 tighters, As late as 1 January, however,
BESTRICTER ),
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. there were prosent only 32 heavy bombers, 43 mediums, and 18k

;‘. fighters, 22 and not all of these eircraft were fit for combat opera~

tions, Ameng the heavy bombers were ten early model B-17's that had
been in the theater for almost a year. A few of the medium bombers
had seen hard usage and badly needed overhauling; while smong the
18} fighters wers soms of the early P=40's brought to the theater
by the American Volunteer Group almost 18 months before. As will
be seen, the strength of the Tenth Air Force in January 1943 was
below that planned for October of the previous year, but the srrival
. of seven heavy boubers, six mediums, snd 18 fighters during January
and Pebruary gave promlse that within a short time all combatb
’- squadrons would be furnished with a full complement of operational
airoraft, >
On 12 Jenuery General Bissell was able to report to General
. Arnold that morale in the Tenth Air Force was M“gpod to excellant and
improving," and thst promotion and decorstion inequalities were being
overcome., He cited the shortage of spsares and contlaued looting of
supplies 2long the air ferry as two of the greatest difficulties, ot
He was by no means satisfied with the status of his force, however,
and continued his vigorous efforts to make it a full-fledged air
force in every sense of the word. As need arose he esked for
materiel and persomnel to increase its efficiency, ab the same time
- @ constantly shifting the force on hand in order to make the best use
-0 of it, Although obviously disappointed when his reguests were
refused, he indicated in a letter to General Stratemeyer that he
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was conscious of tho fact that the War Department was not always
in position to comply with requests from the field, He said: "It
has been my practice in the past to work out our owm problems in
this theater without referance to Washington wherever this has been
poasible. . . . We are proceeding under the principle that every-
thing possible has been and will be done to give us the support
necessary for success,"??

Degpite the fact that some of the reguests for materiel and
personncl were not immediately approved, the entire situation was
different from that which had existed only a few months before.
Refusals at that time, when the war materials of the United States
were as yot inadequate, had often been final and sometimes rather
curt, In 1943, on the other hand, refusals were less frequent, and
were generally tempered with acknowledgment of the need. Promises
were made to provide whatever was required as soon as it became
available, It was not unusual also for the Viar Department to volun-
teer information as to the availebility of equipment not specifically
requested from the theater. 56

Materiel requests from the Tenth Air Force included a wide
variety: Ilwproved incendiary bombs, aerial mines, high altitude
fighters, precision bombsights for medium bombers, and medium
bombers with cannon installed in the nose., On 4 January General
Bissell reported that crews had no contidence in the incendiary
cluster~type bombs and asked informaticn on recent develomnents.s'?

This was soon followed by another message asking for an incendiary
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bonb which would ignite moist targets such as those to be found in
Burma.?8 Vork was being done to improve incendiarles, and investige-
tion of the Chinese phosphorous incendiary was in progress, but no
offective bomb for that particular type of target was at the time
available.59 ‘

On 13 January General Bissell asked for technical information
on serial mines suitable for use in B-2i and B-25 type aircraft, and
also requested the date for availability of selfeanchoring floating
and magnebic minea.60 The information was immediately forwarded to
him but he was warned that {the supply of magnetic mines was 1imit.ed.6l

On 8 Januery he reported that the performsnce of the F=38
photographic plane, recently received, was excellent but once more
expressed a need for at least 12 high-altifude fighters to deal with
Japanese reconnaissance biplenes able to operate above the ceiling
of the current~type American fighters in the theater.é?' This request
was turned down with the familiar reply that high altitude fighters
would not be sent because of prior allocaticns to other t‘,l'.uaadserst.é3
Within a month after the report of the excellent performance of the
P=38's, trouble developed with their leakproof tanks and a request
was made for a factory tank expert to aid in solving the problem.&"

For severdl weeks Genersl Bissell had expressed dissatisfaction
over inaccuracy of bombardment in his command. This inaccuracy,
especislly in the case of medium bombers, was ab least partially due

to the fact that they were not equipped with precision bombsights,

but he slso believed thabt bombardiesrs were gg%gles sent to theaters
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of operation without sufficient. training. It had been noted that
bombardiers who hed passed the required sccuracy tests in the United
States were unable 10 requalify under battle conditions in the
thester. He had therefore suggested that bombardiers be more
thoroughly trained, and that Norden preeision sights be installed
in all medium bombers of the Tenth Air Force. It was also his opin-
ion that navigators should be trained as bormbardiers so that each ship
would carry two men capeble of accurate bombardument, 65

The War Department recognized that medium bombers should be
equipped with Norden sights, but General Biassell was notified that
only enough Nordens were available tc equip the heavy bombers. On
10 January a pinpeint targst in Burms was attacked by Be24's and B-25's
Irom sbout the same altitude and under similar conditions. The
accuracy of the B-24's was undoubtedly superior to that of the
medium bombers, Two deys later General Bissell repeated his request
for precision sights for B«25's, saying that almost all targets re-
quired acecurate precision bombing.66 General Stratemeyer again agreed
thet precisien sights ware necessary for best resulis and at this
time promised thet shipment would be made in the near fubure.57

On 12 February Genersl Bissell agein reporited that bombing
securady in his commend was unsatisfactory, end intimated that it
was not entirely due to lack of Norden bombsights. He sbahied that
all sffeorts of supervisory personnel in the theater had not preduced
sufficient improvement and requested the assignment of a highly
qualified bonbardier andrban}bsight exp_srt tt_ his comand.és Two days

T
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later General Strataneyer cabled thet Lt. Col. John R, Sutheriand,

whom he censidered one of the outstending hombardment experts in
the AAF, would be dispatched to the theater by sir within s week.
He .expressed the opinion thet Colonel Sutherland would be able to
give veluasble assistance to the supervisory personnel slready in
the field. He added also that a highly qualified bombardier snd
bonhsight maintenance expert would be dispatched to the Tenth Air
Force by 1 Merch.69
Since medium bombers were to be used extensively in the theater,
and especialiy in China, General Bisgsell was not only anxious to
improve their bombing accuracy but glso to add to their gensrsal
utility. On 31 January he informed the War Department that large
amounts of enemy supplies were moving by small cargo vessels in
coastal waters and glong rivers in China. These ships, he said,
were extremely hard to hit by bonbing but would be highly vulnerable
to planes squipped with rapid-firing cannon of 37 millimeters or
larger, He therefore strongly recommended that investigation be made
of the possibility of installing such guns in the nose of long-range
medium bombers. Planes thus equipped, using high explosive and
armor-piercing shells could do untold damage to Japanese shipping
in China, Burms, Indo-China, and Thailand, especislly in places where
no top cover was provided by enemy ﬁghters.70
Soon afterward Genersl Siratemeyer notified him that it would
shortly be possible to send B=25's eguipped with one 75-millimeter

" g,
Uii' sli !i i i

ST T =t b ’*['

- SRR EACEATIOY
THIS PAGE DecIaSSIfled IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

o
P L W K,

CONFIDENTIAL =

’_. cannon and four fixed guns in the nose, four fixed guns in fuselsage

blisters, two waist, and two tail guns. He asked that General Bissell
L set forth his needs s that allocations to the various thesters
could be determined.’l General Biaa;ll expressed pleasure at the
prospect of the improvement aond asked for assignment of six of the
newly eguipped planes et the earliest possible dste.’® He was in-
formed that flve were being sssigned immediately and that others
night be sent as the neceassity arcse, >
Since the preceding autumn General Bissell had show resentment
at the fact that the Teath Air Force had, in effect, been placed in
a position of secondary importance, with the newer Ninth Alr Force
enjoying a higher priority. He had repeastedly expressed his im-
- patiencs over the delay in the return of planes snd personnel which
. had been sent from India to the Middle East in the summer of 1%2;7"
and hed bitterly protested to the Alr Transport Command over the
looting of Tenth Alir Force supplies being flown by ATC through other
theaters, From time to time incidents had arisen which caused him
to give vent to his displeasure, and in January & case came up which
could not fail to arouse his anger, for it not only inwvelved an
inexcusable error on the part of the ATC, bub seemed likely to cost
him nine new medium bombers and nine fresh crews.
- . In tracing a flight of B-25!s which had been assigned to the
‘ Tenth Air Force he found that by mistake they had been delivered

to the Ninth Air Force which was commanded by General Brerston. The
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plenes had already been committed to combat and some of them had
been demaged. Plans Llald by the Tenth Air Force for the use of

the aircraft and crews meanwhile were being delayed. Disappoint~
ment at their failure to arrive wes hitter. In a message to Washing-
ton on 3 Janusry Generel Bissell explained what had happened and
demanded thai somsthing be done to deliver nine new B-25's and nine
fresh crews to the Tenth Air Force ab the earliest possible t.:l.mev.’?5
General Brereton suggested that the mext nine planes and crews
allotted to the Ninth Air Foree be sent to the Tenth instead, but
General Bissell knew nothing of future allotments to the Ninth Air
Force and was unwilling to accept this solution without further in-
formation as to the date the planes could be expected {0 arrive in
India..76 Fortunately, however, additlionel B-25's were due the Ninth
Air Force at the time and on 31 January General Marshall notifled
Genersl Bissell that 9 of the planes allotted to the Ninth would
immediately be reallocated to the Tenth, 5 to leave the United

States at once and 4 to follow shortly thereafter.77

At the same
time General Strateameoyer cabled General Arnold, who was then in
India, that the error had been mede by an officer of the Caribbean
Wing of the Air Transport Command and that diseiplinary action was
being taken.78

Late in Jenuary the air echelon of the First Squadron, 10th
Troep Carrier Group arrived in Indis, It had been assigned to the
Tenth Air Force, but as gliders were mot to be provided for some

weeks it was decided that the planes and crews should be used to
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eid the ATC in moving supplles to China. This air echelon consisted
.t“. of 13 D0=3 aircraft, 42 officers, and 62 enlisted men, and since
other squadrons were acheduled for the theater in the near future
there was a cleaar indication that an exceptionel effort was being
made to increase the amount of carge being flom over the hmnp.79
Ueoauwhile progress was being made in the organization of the
alr force in the Far East, On 18 February it was reported from New
Delhi that in accordence with a letber of the Adjubant Genexal
dated 15 January, Headquarters end Headquarters Squadroa of the
@ Tanth Air Fores, Headquarters of the China Air Task Force, Head-
querters of the India Air Task Force, and Headquarters of the Karachi
- American Air Base had been reorganized.ao On 1 March General Bissell
geve nobice of the activation of Headguariters of the Tenth Air Force
Service Command, 80th Air Depot Group, 489th Base Hesdquarters and
. Air Base Squadron, and 23d Fighfer Contxol Squa.o:i.r.'on.s'l To this was
added on 6 March the aectivation of the 224 Statistical Control
Unit.®2 Permission had been asked to activate an Air Depot Group
Headquarters and Headguarters Sguadron to be used at the Hindustan
plant at Bangalore, but it was refused on the ground that sufficient
supervision should be obtained from the numerous American techunicians
who were al.ready amployed there. General Bissell was told, however,
that if, in the future, he still thought that {the activation was
- . neceasary he should resubmit his request.33
Activation of new uniis, some of them drawing thelr cadres from
Headquarters, Tenth Air Force, brought out more clearly the need
W CONF/D *’T[ L
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for more officer personnsl. General Bissell had already axpressed
gome dissetisfection as to the officaer strength authorized foxr his
fm-t:e,8J+ and on 1 March called attention to a considerable dis~
crepancy between suthorized strength and actual strengbth., Nobt only
was the snthorized officer strengbh insufficient, according to
Genaral Bissell, but the Tenth Air Force had been left far below
the mesager strength actually authorized. The discrepancy in general
officer grade was not great, but in field and company grades it was
quite large. Authorized strength for the Teath Air Force in Alr
Corps officers was 1,315, while actual strength was only 932, a
shortage of 333, For all arms and services, including the Air Corps,
the authorized strength was 1,633, ad oaly 1,217 were on hand.
Thus the totel officer personnel shortage in the Tenth Air Force
was l.l6.85

By 7 March, slmost exactly one year afier the arrival of the
first air force units in India, the total officer strsngth of the
Tenth Air Foree had risen to 1,476, while enlisted strength had
grown to 11,469, There were also 42 warrant officers in the force.
In sddition to these men there were 319 officers and 1,473 enlisted
men of the Air Transport Comsand preseat in the thaater.ss

Aireraft strengbh had also shown a slight increase during the
months of January and February. This increase was not large enough
$0 arouss great enthusiasm, but it was known that a rather large
increase was due during March. Not all the deliveries scheduled

for March were to be made to the Tenth Air Force, many being destined
Nvh kel ity ,—\"
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- for the separate air force which was to be created in China, This

s,

-:F. new air force was to absorb the China Air Task Force, and in this way
the Tenth was to lose much of its plane strength. Yet the Tenth Air
Force on 1 April had 294 aircraft, 35 more than it had or 1 Jsnuary,
and the total number of aireraft in the China-Burma-Indis Theater
had risen from 259 t0 430. The increass in all types was substan-
tial, the 430 plenes comprising 84 hsavy bombers, 56 medium bombers,
and 290 ﬁ.ghbers.s'? This was truly a far cry from the few battered
Be17's and P-40's available for combat in the theater less than a
. year befors,
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Chapter II
OPERATIONS IN BURMA

The China-based unit of the Tenth Air Force from the beginuning
of 1943 to the creation of the Fourteenth Air Force on 10 March
turned its attention away from the river and coastal ports of China
end Indo-China in order to aseist the growing effort of the India
Air Task Force in the crippling of transportation and the neutraliz-
ing of Japanese air power in Burma, The Indis Air Task Force was
faced not only with the long existing necessity of protecting the
ferry and of eventually paving the way for the retaking of Burma,
but more immedistely with the double drive of the Japanese which
threatened to push northiward from Myitkyina to Ft. Hertz and north-
east from Lashic to Kunming. With the help of the China Air Task
Force, the IATF endeavored to ald the Chinese armies on the Ssiween,
the Kachin troops in the north, Wingate's raiders in north central
Burma, and the diversionary thrust of the British at .Ekyab by
battering the transportation system and alrdromes of Burma almost
daily during January, February, and March from the west and at times
fxom the east.

Since lnsufficient gascline supplies had rendered the air arm in
China almost impotent, the burden of operations fell most heavily
upon the components of the India Air Task Force which included the
Tth Bombardment Group (H) with 3 squadrons of about 30 planes total,
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the 341st Bombardment Group (M) with 3 squadrons and 26 Bw25's, the
51st Fighter Grouwp with 2 squadrons and 40 planes, and the 9th Photo
Squadron with 7 P=38F4ts, To each of these groups Brig, Gen. Caleb
V. Haynes assigned that part of the over-all task consonant with the
capablilities of its particular type of plane. Because of the long
range and hsavy bonb load of the B-24's stationsd at Pandaveswar and
Gaya, they were handed the Job of attacking transportation facilities
from Mandelay to the Gulf of Martaban and the Andaman Sea, with bomb-
ing emphasis centered primwerily on the Rangoon area through which
most of the Jepanese munitions entered Burma. By sinking ships,
nining waters, wrecking dock facilities, and blowing up tracks and
bridges from Rangoon to Mandalay, the 7th Group (H) helped con-
sidersbly to disrupt the flow of war freight into the interior of
Buxma.l
With less range but more maneuverability, the 26 B-25's of the
341st Group, using the Indian stations at Chakulia and Ondal as
their lay-back bases and Argatala as their forward field, covered
bridges, railrosad yards, trackage, locomotives, and rolling stock
in the Monywa-Mendalay-Gokiteik region of cemtrel Burma. Those
supplies which had succeeded in running the gauntlet from the port
of entry at Rengoon to the railhead at Thazi, approximately 275
miles north, were often seriously delaysd between Thazi,and
Mandalay by bombed=out bridges and tracks--the handiwork of the
Witchells in central Burma.>
From the Indian teminus of the aerisl i‘erry in Assam to
Kunming, China, bomb-gcarrying P=40 fighter planes of the 5lst
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Pighter Group patrolled that section of Burma extending from Naba

in the south to Ft. Hertz near the northern Burmese vorder. In
this area they strafed and bombed vlillages and installations along
the route of the projected Ledo Road from Mogaung northwest towerd
Dinjan and also along the road that stretched from Myitkyina to
Sunprebum. In addition to the protection provided for the férry
and its terminus, these P-40's performed Aruy "cooperation missions”
for the 4th Corps of the British Esstern Army which was babtling

to halt the northward marcn of the enemy toward Ft. Hertz. The
Warhawks and Kltiybewks escorted transports on food and supply-
dropping flights, kept airdromes in northern Burma neubrelized, and
tried by atbaclks on locomotives, rolling stock, warehouses, stock
piles, railrozd yards, and fool bridges in northern Burma to destroy
supplles which had seeped through the bomb-pibtted rail lines of
central Burma.”

With the India Air Task Force having assumed asrial respon-
aibility for three fourths of the Burmese terribory, the remaining
quarter in the eastern section from Bhamo to Lashic rested on the
wings of the 11th Bombardment Squadron of the 34lst Group (¥), the
234 Fighter Group, and the Léth Squadron (5lst Fighter Group) of
the China Air Task Foree, Although the borber unit had 12 B=25's
at its disposal, a lack of gasoline kept the planes grounded most of
the time--cnce for a period of 33 days. For the 73 fighier planes
in the 23d there was only enough gas to fly two or three sorties
every few days. Still their strafing and bombing missions directed

et the subdepots of th@“lﬁ%?%l& ‘l:,\h;gy were, probebly
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helped somewhat to hamper the flow of material to the Salween front
-"»" where the Chinese armies were trying to prevent the establishment
of Japanese bridgecheads on the east bank of the river,¥
These operational spheres, when fitted together, covered with
some overlapping, chiefly in central Bwrme, the whole of the occupied
Burmese territory. This brought enemy air bases, lines of communi-
cabion, bridges, key polwts in the Japanose system of supplies,
concentrations of rolling stock serving Mandelay, Myitkyine, and
Leshio, and locomotives whose alresdy inadecuate number waa still
. further reduced, under the borb end gun sights of the Tenth Air Force.
By attacking these objectives the Tenth Air Force tried, and, in &
very large measure, succeeded in denying the enemy air initiative, in
wegkening the striking power of its armies, and in bringing compars-
tive security to the aeriasl ferry,

Since sach group had wvirtuslly its own aerdgl battlefield and
migeion therein, little close operational coordination existed among
the various groups of the different sections so far ag the execution
of the individual ralds was concerned. The mission of each section,
however, fitted into the general strategy of the whole theater.
Therefore, this narrative will deal with each section chronologic-
ally for the entire period rather thsn skipping from one region to

. ancther as the raids occurrad from day to day.
. . As conerete avidence of a detemmination to disrupt the trans-
& portation system of Burme, six medium bembers of the 22d Bombardment

Squadron (341lst Group) cpened the 1943 Burme chapter of operations
IS “mm'm
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on New Year's Day with the first of a series of attacks from
Argatela on the railroad bridge across the Myitnge River. Located
in central Burma, 10 miles south of Mandelay and Just above the
Junction of the only two rail lines running frem scuthern Burma,
the Myitnge Bridge, a four-span, single-track, steel-iype construc-
tion, 610 feet in over-all length, formed the most vital link in
the whole 2,060 miles of rail lines in Burma. Because of its control
over all rail traffic from the south into Mandalay, operations
officaers reslized that the snapping ef this link would go far in
breaking the chain of transportetion in Burma. Taking off from
Argatala at 1355 hours, the Mitchells dropped 36 x 500-pound hombs
from 14,500 feet making four hits each on the north and south approaches
of the bridge and three on its southern span. Fourteen of the bombs
landed near the adjoining vehicular bridge which had been destroyed
by the British in 1942 and rever restored by the Jepanese, One
mile south of the bridge, the bombardiers locsed 1l more on the
warehouse area situated in the general viciniily of the Myitnge air-
drome.5

The next morning (2 January 1943) the Argatala bombers intended
to follow up the results of their woxrk on the liyitnge Bridge by
striking st the rail. center amd marshalling yards at Sageing, a
control point for rail lines directly north to Myitkyine and the
spur line west to Chaungu and then north to its terminus at Yeu.
Instead, the rsiders woere forced to chooss an alternate target, the
airfield at lonywa, 75 miles northwest of Sagaing on the Chaungu-Yeu
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branch line. With singular success the planes scorsd 29 hits on
the dispersal srea and seven hits on the mm&y.é

Perheps to compensete for the failure of the B~25's to bomb
the rail hub at Sagsing, six Be24's of the 436th Bombardment
Squadron and four Be24's of the 9th Bomberdment Sguedron, all of
the 7th Group, in their 1943 debut, flew from their respective
bases at Gaya and Pandaveswar two deys later with orders to wreck
the Mandalay railyards through which sll northbound freight passed
on its wey to Lashio, Myitkyina, end Yeu, The Mandelay region in-
cluding Sagaing and the Myitnge Bridge formed the heart of the
Burmese rail system through which the arteries of transportation
branched north, south, east, and west to feed the Japanese war
machine fighting on the upper periphery of Burma. At 14,000 feet
the Liberator bomberdiers sent most of their 54 x 500-pound bombs
hurtling into a concentration of cars and tracks in the south half
of the target, causing large fires which observers claimed were
visible for 70 miles. So effective was the raid that General
Bigsall on 13 January reported that no traffic was able to move
through Uandelay.!

While Mandaley wes thus bolng pommeled, another flight of the
9th Bombardment Squadron nunbering three B-2)D's each loaded with
6 x 500-pound bombs were seerching out shipping south of Rangoon.
Despite interception by 2 enemy aircraft and thick antiaireraft
fire, the heavy bombers csught a 15,000-ton transport with 2 direct
hits and 3 near misses as the vessel tried to make its wey up the
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Rangoon River from Monkey Point, Billows of smoke poured from the

stricken ship as the bombers turned back to their home bases in

- India.® Three days lster four Liberstors from the same squadron,
each with 3 x 1,000«pound bombs tucked inside, left Pandaveswar at
0600 hours in a continuing search for shipping around Pori Blair
in the Andaman Islands and Moulmein on the Burma mainland southeast
of Rangoon., Poor visibility, however, over the target st lMoulmein
prevented an accurate observation of the bombing resi:lts. Appar-
ently nothing in the line of atiractive objsctives was found eround

. the Andaman Islands, When at last the flight resched its home
base, the planes had been in the air 13-1/2 hours.’

For the next three days hoth medium and heavy hombers of the

India Task Force remained idle while operations officers busied

. themselves with the details of another raid on the iMyitnge Bridge.
Although the previous assault of 1 Jenusry had damaged the
approaches and the southern span of the bridge, the results never-
theless had not been effective anough to interfere seriously with
rail treffic over it., Consequently, a combined attack of B«24's
and B=25'3 in three closely timed flights was planned for 10
January, That morning six B-24's of the 436th Bombardment Squadron
(H) with 27 x 500-peund bombs and 15 x 1,000-pound bomps in their

e racks, took off from Gaya and reached the target at high noon.

At 12:35 a second flight composed of 5 B-25's of the 22d Bombard-

ment Squadron (i) from Argatale, foliowed 10 minutes later by the
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35
A. third flight numbering 3 Be25's of the L91lst Bombardment Squadron
(), made their bomb runs over the bridge. Three of the 1,000
. tpounders" released by the Liberators from 15,000 feet scored dirsch

hits on a bridge span and sent it crashing to the bottom of the
Myitnge River. Notwithstanding the fact that the mediums which
followed bombed from an altitude of 13,000 feet, they wars unable
to match the succass of the Buza!s.lo Observers cradited then
only with near misses.
This discrepancy in bombing accuracy may have heen due, among
. other things, to the different type of bombsight used in the
Liberators. At least it wonld scam s0 from the messages which
followed immedistely after the raid. General Bissell cabled a
- request for reconsideration of a decision regarding the furnishing
. of bombsights for B=25's, "It is impossible," he wired, "o
realize full capabiliiies of aireraft available without precision
bonbsights as almost &ll targels require accurate precision bombs,
Acting in the absence of General Arnold, then visiting oversecas,
General Stratemeyer, Chief of Air Staff, concuxzred in the opinion
and granted the request but because of shortages could only promise
shipwent to the CBI theater in the near future. This was unfertunate
because the freguent fallures, especlally on bridge missions, had
- . a demoralizing effect on the B-25 crewmen.n
' Five days later, 15 January, six B-24's of the 9th Squadron
. (H) which had last sesn action on 4 January over Mandalay, the
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Andaman Sea, and the Gulf of Martaban, headed out from thelr

Pandaveswar base at 0530 hours toward the Rangoon shipping lanes
on snother combat search mission. At 97930'" east and 13°30! north
the flight spotied a worthwhile target—an enamy escorted convoy
of 3 vessels--2 marchant ships, and 1 naval subchaser., Hach plane,
loaded with 9 x 500-pound bonmbs, made individuwal runs over the
target through low and ineffective AA fire, sinking one vessel
and demaging another for a succesaful mission,l?

The following afternoon, 16 January, seven B-24's from the
436th et out from Gaye in the hope of also finding good hunting
in the Gulf of Martaban or in the harbor of Rangeon. Because of
poor visibility, however, only one ship chanced tc locate Preparis
Island, the rendezvous point for the flight. After eircling the
island for an hour, the lone ship gave up the prospect of contacting
the other aireraft and returned to its base. Meamwhile, the remain-
ing six planes met at a point 60 miles past the island and proceeded
toward the target area where one small ship of about 150 feet in
length waa nissed.t3

While the Liberators were thus making a determined effort with
their sea sweeps to choke off supplies before they reached Burma,
the Argatala Mitchells furthered the well~started shattering of
rail lines in central Burma by s series of three raids on 16 and
17 January. Railroad yards, repalr shops, mainline trackage, and
rclling stock et ¥aymo locsbed on the Mandalay-Lashio rail line and
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at Monywa directly west of Maymo on the Sagaing-Yeuw branch line,

s N 4

all of which had assumed greater significence after the destruction
of the bridge, suffered repeated biows from 18 B-25's in two clay:s.:ui
Since damage to rail lines was easily repairsble provided materials
were at hand and native lsbor could be retained on the job, a
simultaneous sbtack on two targebs requiring the sams type of
reconstruction, with a follow-up raid the same or following day
usuelly prevanted the restoration of the line for some t:i.ma.15
With the medium bombers having atrmck two important rail
centers on branches stemming northeastward and northwegbtward out
of Mandslay, one flight of four B-24's from Pandaveswar on 19
January turned to Thazi, a junction 80 miles south of Handalay.,
At this point a spur running west from Taunggyi crossed the
Rangeon=iiandalay trunkline, This railroad, after circling north-
ward through Myingyan, rejoined the main line just south of the
Myitnge Bridge. Besides pitting the rail junction with four bomb
craters, some of the 36 x 500-pound instanteneously fuzed exploslves,
unloaded by the B-24's at 14,000 feet, found their mark among the
warehouses where the eneny apparently had stored gasoline, Judging
from the black smcke which filled the air following the raid. By
thus hitting this target, the India Air Task Force had succeeded in
temporarily wrecking the lines of three rail hubs directly connec-
ted wWith the borbedwout liyitnge Bridge. The second flight of three
planes from the §th Bombardment Squadroa (H) led by Lt. Col. C. F.
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Necrasson separated themselves from the Thazi~bound ships and sei
their course southwest toward Thailand on one of the longest recon-
neissance and bombing missions undertaken up to this time. Alto-
gether Colonel Necrasson's flight travellad 2,767 miles to reach
Kanchenaburi, Thailsnd, situated about 75 miles northwest of Bangkok.
Reconnsissance pictures taken near the c¢ity revealed the constiuc-
tion of a new rail line from Thelland to Burmma, The Japansse
probably had anticipated the seversnce of sea lanes to Buma. On
their retwrn trip, the ILiberators dropped 8 x 500-pound bombs on

the Bassein docks from 19,200 feet. Upon reaching their home base
ode of the pilots, Lt. J. R. Barton discovered a flat tire on the
mein lending gear of his ship. By shooting out the other tire, he
made a very satisfactory landing on i{wo flat t:irea.16

Four days later on 24 January, the 436th Bombardment Squadron

(H) lent 4 ships and 1 combat crew to the 492d, a sqyuadron as yet
untried in battle, to make up & 9-plane raid on the Sule Pagoda

docks and Rangoon. From Gaya, home base for both sguadrons, the
B-24's of the 492d, in thelr initial mission, c¢limbed graduslly
until they reached an altitude of 21,000 feet over the objective.
With precision 27 x 500-pound bombs smashed inte the wharves,
another 27 laid waste a part of the storage area south of the

river, and the remaining 27 plummeted seaward toward a 6,000=ton
vegsel in the harber. Twenty-five of these bombs overshot the

mark, splashing harmlessly into the water beyond the bow of the ship
but two landed squarely on the boat., As the last plane complebed

its bomb run, observens reported that the vessel was burning in
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mcldstream.17 Certainly the results warranted the unii historian's

-f. ramerk: "It was a fine send off for the new aquadron."ls
Meanwhile, the Japanese in central Burma, whe had been enjoying
a 15-day respite from bombings by IATF Mitchells, were suddenly
jarved from their feverish repair work by a series of aerial blows

on Naba, Mandalay, and the Myitnge Bridge. Since 10 January when

the Myitnge Bridge had been blasted into uselessnsss, the enemy had
made desperate attempts to rebuild it. In order o discourage
these attempts, two B~25's from the 22d Squadron (M) and three from
® the 491st, dumped 30 x 500-pound bombs in a train ab 50~foot inter-
vals., Although none of the spans was hit, the southern gpproach
wes destroyed and, what was even more important, repalr work was
suspended for some time. Striking again the nexl day in the same
genersl area with the added force of another bomber, the pleanes
. from Argatala tore up rails, wrecked 75 railroad cars, and set
fire to the freight houses in the Mandalay rail yards, last vislited
by American airmen on 4 Januax'y.19 Mandslay by now presented a
picture of almost complete ruin with only a few houses lef{ stand-—
ing, WFirst Japanese bombing, then demolition by the retreating
British troops and subsequent repeated bombing and strafing by
aliied plenes . . » resulted in this devastation which [;a§7
. deseribed as worse then the most severely demaged parts of I-ondon."?‘o
. Three of the ships continued northward to bowb Naba, a Juretion of
- - the mainline of the Sagaing-Myitkyine railroad and & very short
spur line from Naba to Katha on the Irrawa.ddy River. The flight
4 ‘fﬁ’g}u ﬁﬁi n@ &i F
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gtrafed a8 moving train, fired an important roundhouse, and damaged

rolling stock,
To end the work of the medium and heavy bonmbers of the IATF in

central. and southern Burme for the month of January, six Be2i's
carried cut, simultaneously with the Nsbs-Mandeley mission, amther
aerizl thrust at the Rangoon docks. The 493d Squadron bombers from
Pandsveswar scored 9 times on the wharves and 9 times in the target
area adjacent to the waterfront instellations while sparring with 4
Japanese interceptors, one of which succeeded in dsmaging a U. S.
bomber but not destroying it.zo
Thie raid closed the operations book for the first month of
1943. During the period, that part of the task force operating from
the Cglentta region against the middle and southern regicns of Burma
had carried out 17 important missions for an average of sbout L
every 2 days, Of these the medium and heavy groups had participated
in nine each-~the raid of 10 January on the Myitnge Bridge being s
joint affair and thus accounting for the discrepancy in totals.
With fow exceptions eech target (the Myitnge Bridge; rallyards at
Mendalay, Monywa, and Naba; dock facilities at Basseln and Rengeons
and finally shipping in the Andaman Sea, the Gulf{ of lMartsban, and
the Rangeon River) had a direct connection with transportation and
communications. Vest of the Rangoon-Mandeley trunkline the RAF had
supplerented the aerizl work of the Americans. In cooperation with
the English ground forces which had established a bridgehead st
Akyab, the British patrolled machine-gunned, and bombed targets
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from Shwebo to Pagoda Point, and from Akyeb to Heho, with most of
their effort concentrated on the Akyab-Rathedaung region in direct
support of their armies. By striking at rail centers such as
Myingyan, Meiktila, Toungoo, and Promse, as well as river poris
such as Pakkoku and Magwe which hed not been touched by the USBAF
during the month, the British Blenheims and Hurricanes accelerated
the destruction of the Burmese transportation system to which the
Tenth Air Force had deveted so much time and energy during
January.al

During February and Msrch, the Tenth Air Force, with increased
tempo continued to press effectively the battle of the Burma bridges,
roadways, and railroads in every section of the occupied country.
The Liberators, operating every three to four days, with the greater
part of the time again dewoted to soubhern Bwrma, bore down heavily
on the Rengoon ares where the Mahlwagon marshalling yards, the
Ahlone docks, the Pazundsung Bridge, the Rangoon railroad station,
the Rengoon River and the Mingaledon airdrome offered some of the
richest prizes in the whole transportation system of Burma. Ac~
tually, Rengoon was the key which could lock the Buma door to
Japanese supplies. By demplishing the transfer and carrying fecili~
ties of the port of Rangoon, the Tenth Air Force could go far in
eventually helping to starve out the Japanese war m:.:mhina fighting
on the fringes of the country. To effect this, the bomber command
ren eight major missions over Rangoon during the next month and a half,
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On the firat of February while seven B-2i's from Gaya were

o

being thwarted by unfaverable weather in thelr attempt to reduce
Japenese shipping off Port Blair, seven B-24's from Pandaveswar
burned up the Apaken tea sheds on the banks of the Rangoon River
Bear the harbor with two well-placed sticks of demolition bombs

as a prelude to the 8 February raid. On that mission 18 bombers

of the 436th, 492d, and 4934 squadrons, attacking in 3 flights of

6 planes each, spread 27 direct hits over the marshalling yards,
wrecking the Jocomobive shops, blowing up the railreed station,

but failing to damege the Ahlone docks, the other objective of

the raid., Three other bombers from the 432d pitted the Mingaladon
runwey, To climex this biggest serisl bombardment show to dete, 3
Zekes, 2 Mikes, snd 1 Nate* tormented the Liberators for 30 minutes—-
all the way from the target to the coast, kllling 1 gunner, wounding
another, end damaging 2 B~24's. Five days later the long arm of the
L,36th Bombardment Squadron (H) once again reached out from Gaya to
hend the marshalling yards at Rangoon on aerial drubbing with 34
direct hits by 500-pound bombs, Retuming on 5 February, 6 B-24's,
1 leas than on the previous raid, made a bomb run over tha Rangoon
rallroad station where 34 x 500-pound bombs ignited a fire visible
for 50 miles., Diving into the American formation shortly after

the bomb release, five Japanese fighters battled it out with the
rajders at the 20,500~foot bombing altitude, During the meles, the
# The Zeke was the Mitsubishi 00, e single-seater fighter; the llike

wae the Japenese version of the Messerschmitt ME-109F; the Nate,
the Naksjima 97 (also nf.cge_l bg_\lgj.t_subiahi), a single-seater fighter.
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Liberators with no serious demage to themselves destroyed one enemy

plena, probably another and damaged & third, 22

The next mission to Rangoon required more than the usual plan-
ning for it was no routine bombing raid. On the night of 22-23
February, 12 Libserators carrying 48 x 1,000-pound British magnetic
mines took off for the Rangoon estuary end shipping canal upstream
from Elephant Point. Meanwhile, for diversionayy purposes, six
B-24'3 from Bishnipur, a new field, and six British Liberators
attacked the c¢ity of Rangoon and the Mingaladon airdrome. The main
formation had winged its way over the seca at 6,000 feet, dropping
dowm to 1,000 feet after passing Pagoda Point. Several miles oub
in the Guif of iartaban, the planes turned northward and after a
careful search located the assigned target. Displaying great
pracision, the bombardiers placed 21l the mines in their predeter-
mined positions, away irom shallow water near the shore where they
would have been discovered by the Japanese and promptly swept up.
Since the bomb bay tanks had been removed in order to permit proper
loading, 211 British sirfields were alerted in the event that fuel
shorteage made impossible a return of the planes to their home bases,
The precauwtion, however, proved unnecessary. All planes, except one ,
British Iiberator
4hich was destroyed, returned to their bases. This first mine-
laying mission had been a complete SuUCCess, 2>

In the nexbt four raids on the Rangoon area, the Ahlone docks,

shipping in the Rangoon River, the Mingaladon airdrome, the Mahlwagon
T et j)ﬁrem";'?
L%ﬁg?d: RARC3! uﬁﬁﬁ-

Poa

\ﬁ_f [ 4 T 5 B
I"}}E"f!\ ‘,“‘li'F'l',;i !‘ELJLL;“_‘L

" THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

' N

@
-

:
- -
~ + - — € [ .
S i
¢ : . o7
;l - E"— -
- b L
' @
.
LN - - -
PR Fut [y -
_ -
: S ®
-
L - &
- Z -
T
"3

- i .

@

c .

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

e COMFIDENTIAL
NS ARSI i "

yards, and especially the Pazundaung Bridge felt the weight of the

B-24, boabs, Over the Pazundaung Bridge all rail traffic from
- Rangoon to northern Burma passed, thus msking it as inviiing a
target as the Myitnge Bridge in central Burma. On the 27th of
February, 11 B-24's in two flights managed only to straddle it
vwith explosives. Four days leter, 1 flight of 7 B=24's splintered
a section of the Ahlone docks with 1 direet hit, in addition to
smashing a warehouse and adjacent property with other bombs. A
second flight of 6 B-24's scored 4 hits on the Mahlwagon Roundhouse
. while 9 B-2i's from the 493d in the major effort of the day made
another attempt on the bridge. Although they misssd the south span
of the bridge, they did succeesd in tearing up the southern approach.a*
On 6 HMarch the bridge was once again the target, this time for
. three B-2i's of the 9th Squadren. Unfortunately, the mission proved
ebortive. None of the ships reached the targel; one selecied the
airfield at Pagoda Point as a secondary target, enother tumed back
almost immedietely afber taking off because of engine irouble and
the third returned without dropping its bombs. Operating in the
sams region that day another flight from the 9th Squsdron, numbering
four bembers, struck ot several veasels of 300 to j00 feet 1in length,
with fair results. On their return trip bomber-gunners machine-
. gumned a light house on Alqueds Reef, a light ship off China Park,
’ . and a radio station at Diamond Point,2” On the Sth, the bombardiers
of four B~24's from the 493d after a fruitless search for shipping
in the Gulf had to content themelves with bombing the Bassein
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docks and warehouses. Twenby hits werxe scored.

,:’0 For the next two days Rangoon enjoyed quiet, then on 10 March
two flights sgain headed southwest toward the ares. Five B-2i's

- in the first unit scored 5 probable hits on the Pazundaung Bridge
without encountering enemy opposition, bub the L B=2l's in the
sacond wave ran into a stubborn enemy sbback 10 minutes after hit-
ting the runways, buildings, and revetments at Mingaladon airport.
With 10 to 12 Zekes and 1 Miks, the enemy fought fiercely for 4O
minutes employing a new set of tactics, 26 described in a message

. as followu:zv

Some attacks were from head-on passing above or below
formation, some from 6 o'clock, end majority of attacks

- startad above, begen drop, then in and dispersed in 2
o'clock, direction, breaking off in a tight turn reveal-
ing belly of planes. Attack as evidenced as pleaned by
in line formation of attacking planes slongside and oub
of range. Single attacking plane would be replaced by
enother with attack coming from either sids. Fake

. passes were not made bub attackers let out smoke puffs
when coming in.

Spectacular as the enemy tactics appeared, their effectiveness

avaelled the Japanese nothing but losses. ihen the engagement wWas

£inally broken off, 3 Zekes hed gone down and 3 or L other enemy

planes had been damaged. Although one bomber had been hit 15 times,

no American losses resulted.

In the same period 1 February-iO March, the medium boabers of

s the IATF continued to strike at Maymyo, Stwebo, Sagaing, Thazi, and
the Myitnge Bridge while adding te these now familiar targets the
Gokbeik Viaduct, engineering marvel of the Far Esst. This struciure,

which spanned a desp gorge between Mandslay and Lashio, was 2,260

.
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feot long, with a maximum height of 320 feel abowve a natural bridge

on which it crossed a stream 870 feet below rail lewsl,

For a time, however, the Myitnge Bridge continued to ciaim
first attention, Since the January raids on the bridge, the Japaness
had raised the knocked-down span from the bottom of the river but
had not as yet been able to reestablish traffic over it. Their
pergistent efforts to restore this bridge clearly indlcated that
the severance of communications between Rangoon and Mandalay had
caused no little embarrassment to the Jepanese military machine
in Burma., Indeed the anemy had even added a number of antialreraft
units from other theaters to those already guarding it. So on 4
February, lest the enemy resume service over it, the Argatela
mediums opened a 2-dsy offensive by sending 3 B=251s to the bridge
and 5 B-25's to the railroad shops nearby. Some of the 40 x 300~
pound demolition bombs unleashed from 6,000 feet found their mark
in the target area but the rssults of the second flight's attack on
the shops were less gratifying. In the follow-up raid the next
dey almost 11 tons of explosives rained down as the bomb bhay doors
of 6 B-25's and 6 B=-24's swung open over t:.l:tel bridge. Observers
noted several hits in the general area.<8

Tihile the mediums, after resting for 5 days, focussed their
sights on the rolling steek in central Burma, striking first at
the Maymyo yards with 4 direct hits on the 10th and then immobilizing
80 freight cars between Shwebo and Sagaing on the 13th, 7 B-24's
on the 10th sandwiched in another raid on the Myitnge Bridge. Em~
ploying 2,000-pound bombs for the first time in this theater, the
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hegvy bombers demolished a apan of the bridge on 12 Februsry.
Supporting raids on the lith by B~25's and on the 15th by B-24's
failed to add to the damage already visited upon the bridge.??
Having broken the bridge at Myitnge, the command felt free on
18 February to make a similar attempt on the Gokteik Viaduect.
Since the span carried 21l rail traffic northeast from Mandalay
to the terminus of the Burma Road, its destruction would greatly
hamper the supply by the enemy of their troops at Lashic and in
wostern Yumnen. Results of the first raid by 13 B-24!'s, however,
proved unsatisfactory. In the moantime, on the same and following
day, the Mitchells were busy bembing rail yards and the terminal
at Sagaing. Although foul weather prevented a successful exacution
of the first raid, the mediums partially compensated for the
failure by inflicting heavy dsmage on the terminal building.30
From 24 February to 10 YMarch, except for a damaging sttack
on the rail hub at Thazi, and two unsuccessful missions on the
Myitnge Bridge, one by the hoavy and one by the mediua bombers,
the B-25!'s gpent all of their bombs on the Goktelk Viaduct or alter-
nate targets in the vieinity. In four raids consisting of 43
sorties on 1, 3, 7, and 10 March the American bombers failed to
hit the spans. Engine trouble in the American bombers, heavy smoke
sereens which the Japanese had begun to use both at Myltnge and
Gokbeik, repeated abtacks by Japanese interceptors from wing spots
executing the chandelle maneuver first from omne side and then the
other, and the inherent difficulbty of hitting such a small target
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probably accounted for the failure, Lt

At the same time thst the Mitchells and Liberators were pound-
ing key points on the road to lMandalay, the China Air Task Force
was cenbering its destructive power on the Burms Road over which
the Japanese hauled suppliss from two transshipment points at Bhamo
and Lashio to their entrenched troops along the west bank of the
Salween RBlver in the Yunnan Province of China. The pre¢ious
freight reached Bhawe from the southem ports of Burma by way of
the Irrawaddy River for the entire distance or by rail from Rangoon
to Katha and then by water. Those supplies destined for Lashie
czme principally by rail from Hangoon through Mendelay although it
was pessible to use river transportation from Rangoon to Mandalsy,
then rail for the remaining distence sastward, From Bhamo a
highway extending eastward across the China border joined, at
Wanling (Wanting), the femed Burma Road which ran northward from
Lashio, As termini for the reil and water transportation system
of Burma, these distribution points fed subdepots along the Lashio-
Kurming highway (Burma Road).

By constantly harassing truck convoys traveling these roads
and by borbing fuel, ammunition, and food concentrations along the
enemy life line, the CATF hoped to sap anemy strength to an extent
that would render its advance egsinst the Chinese armies too ex-
pensive to maintain., Continuing the process of attrition, so well
begun during December 1942, Lt. Col, Bruce Holloway, former AVG
pilot and now commending officer of the 234 Group, in company with
another P=40 pilot, opened fire on an enemy convoy creeping along
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the curving road near Loiwing which they spotted on their return
*-:‘. from a reconnzissance mission over the Lashio district on 2 Januery
1942. Covering the highway for 30 miles, they forced 2 ffucks
over a ¢liff, destroyed 3 others and severely damaged 2 mors., To
the north, in the meantime, a P=43 on pairol down the Bhamo-Wanling
Road, sent a Japanese interceptor blazing to the gmund.Bz
After this flurry of aerial activity, the planes of the China
unit remeined grounded for five days in order that gasoline supplies
might accumnlabe in quantities sufficient to mount a series of
. raids on consecutive days from 7 te 10 January. Accordingly,
Japanese troops stationed at Mangshih, not far from the Salween
River, witneassed on 7 Jenuary five P-40's setting fire to 100 to
200 drums of gasoline. The following day six B-25's, in their
first misslon of the new year, accompenied by 11l P-A0's, recked
. the warchouse district of Bhamo, "up rivert terminal for heavy
boat traffic from Mandelay, with 72 x 50-kilo demolition and 60 x
30-pound fragmentation bombs, while their escort peeled off and
swept barges in the northern reaches of the Ilrrawaddy River.>?
Reinforeing their effort the noxi morning, ¢ Januvery, three flights
followed the road to Bhamo once again. At Wanling 2 P-43's ripped
up 2 trucksy the 5 P-40's in the second wave went on to sweep
. barges in the Irrewsddy River, at the same time 5 Be25's and 9
- . P=j0's rekindled the dying fires in the Bhamo warehouse distriet
o with demolition and fragmentation bombs. After this second raid,
pursuit pilots who had dipped low over the city in their strafing
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operations claimed 1little was left of it except the shells of
buildings. Two P-4L0's closed out the four days of sustained
combat by strafing four trucks of troops south of Kubkal on the
Lashio-Wanling leg of the Burma Road. 3

Cpening their last string of raids for the month of January
after a two-day lull, fighter planes in a clean-up of the provious
week!s work made Bhamo 'practieslly untenable" as a river port by
burning barges, tugs, warchouses, and transfer facilities., In
addition, they slashed gasoline drums along the road between Chefang
and Mangshibh, and killed several Japsnese soldiers in & truck near
Ho Lu, On 16 January at 0906 hours, however, the Japanese finally
retaliated by attacking the American air base at Yumnenyi, refuel-
ing station for Kunming, with 18 bombers covered by 20 Zerces.
Discovering the enemy flight 30 miles from their objective, an
Anerican patryol ship had flashed a werning to the field., Twelve
P=40's were airborne by 0900 hours. Although the enemy caused
some slight damage before contact with the Americans, in the en~
suing battle fought between 17,000 and 19,000 feet, the bombers
found themselves too occupied to drop any more bombs, As the
Japanese turned tail, the Americans shot down the two Zerotf pro-
tecting them, and chased the remainder of the bembers and the top
covar flight down the walley picking off one plazne after another in
a running battle that lasted about iwenty minutes. Seven Zeres
wera definitely destroyed with four other interceptors and cne
borber listed as probables. The Americans lost only one P=40,
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Reviewing this battle for newsmen, one pilot observed: "The Zeros
were eager o fight for a chenge, I don't think they had met our fliers
before, They secemed pretty good fliers snd apparently were flying
new equipment-.“3 5

Hoping to eateh the returning Japsnese off guard after they had
landed at Lashio, General Chennault dispatched 6 Be25's protected
by 11 P=-40's to that airdrome, where he believed they would land.
Unfortunately, the Americans found no ships on the ground there,

and so chose the ciiy as on slternative target.3 6

This completed
the last operation of the 1lth Borbardment Sguedron {M} of the CATF
for 33 days and the last mission of the month for the 23d Fighter
Group. In spproximately eight raids during Januapy, the China
nnit, had obliterated large sections of Bhemo in four raids, struck
Lashie twice, protected the China section of the aerial ferry, and
spread the rest of its operations over targets along the Burma Road.
During Februaxry and the first 10 days of March, the CATF
could do little to abet the strenuwous efferts of the India Air
Tagk Porce in Burma because of a serious shortage of gascline.
Of the 17 raids mounted from Yunnanyl and Kunming dwring this
period only two were medium bomber attacks. The rest were merely
fighter sweeps flown on an average of 1 every 2 days with rarely more
than 2 P-40!s participating, Concentrating on three sections-wthe
Salween Frent, the Burme Rosd, and the Kengtung area—the fighter
plancs strafed Tangchung, Lungling, Hwang-lak, Lameng, Wanling,
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Kutkal, lanshih, Kengtung, Lashio, and Bhamo. HNotor convoys,
. trucks, storehouses, huts, electrical transformers, hangers,
planes, fuel dumps, steamrcllers, tugs, and sny other targets of
e opportunity were stmck.3 7
¥With Americsn fighter planes concentrated in western China
and committed to the Burma sector and the Salween gorge, the
Japanese seized the opportunity to bomb the cities and unprotected
Anerican bases in cemtral and eastern China, Opening up on 8
February with a 54-plane assault, the enemy sent 22 bombers to
. an unidentified terget southeast of Kweilin, 7 bombers to Xweilin
itself, 6 to the Hengyang airdrome, end 10 bombers and 9 fighters
N tc the tom of Hengyang. Despite the lack of U, S. interceptor
defense, no casuslties and relatively little damage oceurred
according to the Chungking press. At Kweilin the dugout system
. consisting of natwral caves in sugar loaf hills girding the air-
gtrip probably accounted for the lack of casvalties, Continuing
their operations the next day, enemy bombers struck over a wide-
spread area at Liuchow in Kwangsi province, Lungling in Hunan,
and Lushih in Honan, The {three-dsy sustained drive ended on 1l
February when the foe bombed Kweilin with 17 bombers and 2 fighters
snd Liuchow with 15 1)1:3.:10.5.“;"8
The Burma section of the aerial ferry route, especially its
] . terminus at Chabua in the Dinjan area, as well as the whole of
- northern Burma from Naba to Ft. Hertz and from Myitkyina to Dinjan,

* came under the preteeting guns of the Hlst Fighter Group of the
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IATP. To insure further the security of the "flying freighters,"
one to three medium bombers, originally a part of the GATF on
detached service at Dinjan but since December 1942 a part of the
224 Bombardment Squadron of the 34lst Bombardment Group (M),
supplemented the work of the interceptor force. Between then,
thoy kept under strict surveillance the rall line from Nasba to
Yyitkyins and the two roads forking nerth from Mpogaung to Dinjan
and from Myitkyina to Fi. Hertz.

New Year's Day found the Dinjan group, or rather one member,
Maj. Paul C. Drog, engaged ln rescue work. On 3l December 1942,
24 Lt, Willard A, Wendt of the 26th Fighter Squadron, finding it
impossible to reach his base, bailed ocut beyond the mountains while
returning from combat over Burma. Before jumping, however, he
succeaded in radioing his approximate position, and within a matter
of minutes, Major Droz had located him, dropped food, and hasgtily
gurveyed the terrain for a possible rescue landing the next day.
To the major, such work was not unfamiliar; he had already saved
two other men who had previously fallen inte a similar predicament.
Taking off at dewn in an unarmed two-seater primary trainer, he
flew for a hundred miles over jungle-covered mountaing and landed
on a dangerously emall and sandy atretch of the Chindwin River
patrolled by Japanese and peopled by tribeamen, many of whom were
unfriendly to Americans. For effecting the rescue in the face of
such discouraging circumstances, Major Droz was awardsd the DFG.39

It was not, however, until 4 Janmary that the Dinjan group

initiated its 1943 operat:}j@g%{ﬁ)tﬁ}c& ’i&f ﬁzﬁ% and Aine
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P-40's on the railroad yerds at Naba, situated on the Rangeon-
Hyitkyina line and connected with the Irrawaddy River by a spur
to Katha. Diving to 100 feet in a lowwlevel attack, the Mitchell
sent 2 x 500~ and 2 x 300-pound bombs whistling toward the tracks.
All, unfortunately, failed to explode except 1 x 300 "pounder!
which started several fires. Meanwhile the P~40's strafed cars
and stocks with 6,000 rounds of 50-caliber smmnition.C

Besides scanning the sky for possible hostile visitors, the
American fighter pilots of the 5lst in their daily patrols from
Dinjan kept the two roads extending north from Mogaung and Myitkyina
under keen scouting, for along these reads, which gradually narrowed
into foot paths beyond Maingkwan and Sumprabum, the Japanese had
established collection peints at small villsges in order to supply
their troops pushing northward against the Kachin levies of the
British 4th Corps. In northern Burma, a typical small village
consists of 20 to 50 wood or bamboo houses constructed on stilts
about slx feet off the ground so they will remain reascnably dry
during the monsoons. Extremely valherable to fighter sweeps and
dive bombing, these thabched rcoof distribution centers were accord-
ingly raked several times by the Dinjan P=40's with effective
results. 7Two concerted abttacks on 8 and 15 Janwary, with six and
nine P=40's doubling as bombers, strafed, bombed, and burned the
villages of Chinkranghiks, Alam, Weshi, Nsopzup, end Shingbwiyang
as well as footbridges at Taipha Ga and Yupang Ga..u' Mustering

even greater fire power, the Dinjan fighters on 18 and 19 Januery
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hammered Kamaing, Japanese headquarters for that section. In the
first raid, executed by 1 B«25 and 5 bomb-carrying fighter planes
with a 3-ship top cover, expleding demolition and fragmentatiog
bombs falling well within the target circle “ecaught the Nips
napping." Repeating at 1230 on 19 January, 14 P=/0's and 1 Bw25
¢ascaded their borbs on the Japanese haadquarters building,
barracks, snd warehouses from which flsmes reached out to consume
half the town before the fire finally burned itself out. Later
native troops fighting for the British in that reglon reported
heavy casualtlies smong the Japanese as a result of this series of
successful miasions.hz
For the next few days, during which time two of the Dinjan
Mitchells photographed roads and villages north of the rail ter-
mini, the Warhawks and Kitiyhawks from Assam prepared for their
fipal. group of January forays. From the 224 to the 25th, the
plenes damaged a footbridge at Shadnzup, riddled eight or anine
locomotives at Naba, and temporarily blocked a section of the
Meza road by blasting & steep embankment alongside, thus bringing
to a close operations in the northem section of Burma for
Ja.nuary.w
During February and March, the Dinjan raiders continued to
blow up trucks and locomotives, to dereil cars, to block rail lines
with bomb-imade landglides, to burn parked aircraft and barracks,

to create holocausts in the thatched roofed villages of the
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northern roads, and to dive-bomb bridges and strafe other pmf:ﬁ‘.ﬂble

targets. On 5 February 2 P-40's blasted a railway cut 8 miles
southwest of Meza, and having established an effaective block, pro-
caeded then to rake a halied train of 15 cara, So much punishment
had been meted out by the Tenth Air Force on rolling stock in
northern Burma that the Japs had now wisely spaced their parked
cars at intervals, Over a weak later, on 13 February, 12 P-40's
completely burned out 12 enemy barracks located near the Japanese
headquerters at Lonkin., With the addition of two planes the next
day, the airmen with bullets and bombs kindlied fires in Maingkwan
and destroyed a couple of barracks two miles northwest f)f the town.
Sixteen Curtiss-Wright fighters on 6 February followed the course
of the Mali River, completely wrecking Spunginzup, With 90 per
cent of the bombs in the target srea, 20 parked trucks packed with
bridge repeir equipment were crushed and 4 great tires turned
sections of the ill-fated village into flaming infernes, Nsopzup
where large numbers of troeps had been quartered suffered from a
hail of bullets by the same planes after they had finished their
task at Spunginzup. On 18 February five tlights of fighters, in
groups of three each, rosmed at will m.rer the sector selecting all
likely targets of opportunity which came within range of their
guns. The following day after expending their bombs on Hpungizup,
8 Japanese headgquarters, 19 P-40's buried a 100-foot gection of
traciks under an estimated 20 feet of dirt in a rail defile south

of Meza. On the 20th, 17 P-40's, tive actmg as top cover, singled
7 ! l‘ '32 = -
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out the Kain factory at Sahmaw, Righty per cent of the bombs
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landed in the target area hitting not only the factory bu.i‘{ aldo
oil tenks and trackage serving the establishment, At the same
time several P-40's bonbed and sirafed tools and equipment which
had been assembled to dig out the trecks coversd as a result of
the raid on the previous day.u"

On 25 Pebruary eight P-40's tried their skill at "bridge~
busting® 10 miles wast of Myltkyina., Diving to 1,500 feet the
fight er~bonbers knocked out one span of & rail trestile and severely
demaged enother. A% 1030 next moming four P-40's gave a bridge
3ix miles northeast of Pinbaw the same treatment, destroying one
span and damaging other parts of the bridge. Warehouses, ges, cll,
and ammunitlon dumps ot Waingmaw were left burning by 24 P-40's
on the 27th. The last day of the month saw eight P-40's blow up
a bridge at ‘I.‘iangzup.“’f' ,

During the first 10 days of Harch fighter planes carried out
the same routine they had followed in February running off 81 sorties
against Nsopzup, Lameng, Indaw, Hkelak La, Wahat, Halngkwan,
Kamagno, Manywet, Taipha Ga, Yupang Ga, Lalawng Ga, Wehsi, Langan
Ga, and othor smaller villages. The only bombing mission in this
period occurred on 2 March when 12 B-25's accompanied by 5 P=40's
placed 75 per cent of their bombs on targsts in Hyitkyim.l‘(’

During the two and one third months American and British
borbers and fighters had struck with growing intensity the four
querters of Burma from Pa%oda Ti;a f’ti T?J:py‘l::a jfg{ inf from Myitkyina to
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' Akyab, cutting key points in the network of rails and reads,
o robbing the Japanese of alr initiative, protecting the aeriai
- ferry, and aiding Allied ground treops in their efforts to re-
strain the foe. In all their numerous and widely scabtered raids
during the period, the RAF and the USAAF met effective Japanese
interception on few occasions. Apparently the enemy was continu-
ing to conserve plenes in Burma since it rarely took the offensive
and alwost never offered conbat to Allied bombers and fighters.
According to estimates the Japanese had only 147 planes of all
. types in Bwrma: 8l fighters, 48 light bonbers, and 18 heavy
bombers.w Yogt of these plenes were based east of the Mandalay-
Rangoon rail line and south of Namsang, Heho, and Mandaleay;
. specifically at Toungoo (and sabellite fields), Mingaledon, Moul-
. mein, and Lampang., From these bases, they had bombed Calcutta,
Fenny Field, Chittagong, Remu, Arakan, a=nd Pathenagar during this
periocd. In every case these raids proved to be more of a nmuisance
than a menace although Femny Field was temporarily put out of
commnission on 17 Jenuary when 15 enemy bombers and a corresponding
nuzher of fighters -atv*l:.aa\c}::.ed.}*8
On the 234 of Februery, the Japanese, for the first time
gince October, struck at Chabua with a force of seven hombers and
L five fighters. Protected by the haze above the base, the enemy
completed 1ts mission unopposed by American planes. The field
was not damaged but ons Indian laborer and one chicken "which

could not be persuaded to enter a slit trench were killed."™ A
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nurber of grounded transports and fighters were also destroyed. Two
days later the Americans gave the Japanese an entirely different
reception when they returned to Chabua, Fighting over an area

of 300 square miles the P-40's definitely shol down & bombers and
6 fighters and probably 14 other planes in what the unit historian
aptly described as a "field dey." There mey even have been more,
for observers reported that out of the 46 enemy planes that headed
into Ghabua only 9 were seen coming back. VWith this raid on Assam
end the earlier raids of the month on Chinese bases in mind,
General Chennault told the press he believed the quality of
Japanese planes end pilots was deteriorating. Referring to the
great losses of the Japs, he said, “That is not the way they used
to work,"4?

The Burma operstions for the first two months of 1943 had
unfolded a pattern of strategic bombing which the Tenth Air Force
continued to develop during the remainder of the year, By
blanketing the whole of Bumma, fighter snd bomber planes during
this period started the systematic destruction of the transportation
and communications network of the anemy-occupied country. Showing
great imagination and skill, the fighter pilots refined te a point
of near perfection novel methods of harassing enemy supply lines
in the northern and esstern section of Burma. While the heavies
and mediuns enjoyed much success in the bowbing of rail installa~
tions in central Burma and shipping facilities at Rengoon, they

had not ag yet worked out an entirely satisfactory technique for
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destroylng bridges——so important in the ecrippling of transportation.
Although the B=-24's had more success in this field than the mediums,
neither type achieved ihe desired results.

In aerial combab, the American fighters continued to display
that well-earned mark of superiority which they had held over
their adversaries since the begimning of the wer, The extent of
the enemy effort to disrupt the ferry to China wuas limited to mseveral
ineffectusl bombings of the termini which proved very costly to the
Japaneses As for interception of American bombers from India, the

Japs had not during this period succeeded in shooting domn even one,
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o ORIGINS OF THE FOURTEENTH AIR FORCE

From these operations daring the first two and one third
months of 1943, it would seem that the exclusive employment of
the China Air Tesk Force in Burma had been made at the expense
of its original mission in China. The neglect of areas formerly
covered by the CATF may have encouraged the Japanese to launch
their several raids on American bases and Chinese cities, for it
was the first time in monbhs that the enemy had been able to carry
out raids unchallenged by American flyers. On seversl occasions
General Chennault hed warned of this growing danger in China.

. During the respite from American interference the enemy had begun

. to build up air strength, enlarge airdromes, end increese asrial
activity. Had General Chennault been vested with complete authority
over the deployment of his eir strength it is reasonsble to assume
that he might have used at least & part of it in Chins rather then
g1l of it in Burma. But under the orgenizationsl setup then in
effect his hands were tied by the chein of command. This was

probably one of the reasons for his desire to have his cormmand

seperated from control of the Tenth Air Force.

< It became evident early in 1943, as the American forces in

Asiz were gradually being expanded, end preparations were being
made for more extensive opsrations,g:tgat the exist\:ing theater
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organization was, to say the least, inefficient. With the addition
of new combat units it threatened to become satirely unworkable.
Since the establishment of the China~-Burma~India Theater of Opera-
tions under General Stilwell in February 1942 organizational chenges
had been made as exigencies arose, the result belng a separation

of headquerters and a pyramiding of commands which, in a theater

of great distances snd poor commnications, was certain to lead to
lost motion and delays.

Becdause of comultments made to China prior to the eniry of the
United States into the war and the subsequent emphasis placed oa
American ald to China, it was entirely loglcal that the headquarters
of the theater commander should be located at Chungking. It was
equelly logical that the Tenth Air Force, activated in Februsry
1942, should have ita headquarters at New Delhi, near the head-
quarters of the RAF with which it cooperated. Thus, the two major
American headquarters in the theater were separated by hundreds of
miles and with no dependable means of eomunicat.ion.l

The Tenth Air Force was in turn separated into other commands
with headquarters far from New Delhi, further complicating the
matter of communications, In July 1942 when the Tenth Air Force
took over operabions in China st the discontinuation of the ANG,
its units in China were formed intc the China Alr Tssk Force with
headquarters at Kunming. Later, when major operations began over
eastern India and Burma it was found almost impossible to direct
them from New Delhi. Hencs, in ?ioba-, the remainder of the
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combet units of the Tenth were organized into the India Air Task
Force with heasdquarters at Caleutta, ‘

Late in 1942, in an effort to facilitate cooperation between
the Tenth Air Force headquarters at New Delhi and the thester
headquerters at Chungking, General Stilwell esteblished a rear
echelon theater hesdguarters at New Delhi under General Ferris,

The addition of this intermediate headquarters probably made for
closer coordination of the two mejor headquarters, while the forma-
tion of the two air task forces certainly gave the field cormenders
nore tactical freedom. Bobth actions, however, elongated the chain
of command, censing delays which to the commanders of the advance
wnits seemed needless.® Ceneral Chennault, especially, felt that
his force was being restricted in its action by the comnand
arrangamexrb.B

The awkwardness and unwieldiness of this chain of command was
recognized in Weshington as well as in the theater, but in view of
the general situation no solution immedietely presented itself.

To have moved the headquarters of the theater commender to India
would have been interpreted by the Chinese as e withdrawal of
promises to China, and in addition to that objection, the pesition
of General Stilwell as Chief of Staff of the Chinese Army would seem
to have precluded such action. On the other hand, since all
Americans based in China would have to be supplied by air trans-
portation it was equally unfeasible to move the headquarters of
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the Tenth Air Force to Chungking. This transfer would slso have
. :o pravented close cooperation between the Tenth and the RAF in“the
aerial carpaign over Burma. The solution, when finelly arrived
v at, must neither offend the Chinese nor break the close liaison
with the British.

Other developments in China over the past few months had
caused much anxieby among American officiasls, both in the theater
and in Washington. Much time and thought had been given to the
problem of taking fullest advantsge of strategically situated bases

. in Chinz as well as her great potential reserve of manpowsr. China
had suffered a serious sethack as a result of the closing of the
- Burma Hoad and her ability to resist the invader had been greatly
reduced during the months thereafter. Apathy spread among the
poople and defeatism was growing, General Stilwell, however, was
. not convinced that the small amount of American goods reaching
China by air transport was being used entirely for the prosecution
of the war and repcatedly expressed ths opinion that Chinese
gevernment officials were busily intriguing to keep themaslves
in pover while leaving the burden of defeating the Japanese to
the United Stetes and Gpeat Britain. Consequently he attampted to
extract specific commitments from the Chinese in return for
American aid.l’ The forthrightness with which he expressed his
. . views and the persistence of his demsnds for commitments brought
- gbout strained relations with Chiang Kalwshek., The Generalissimo,
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desirous of being taken into Allied cowncils~on an equal basis
with the United States, Great Britain, end Russia, was persuaded
to yield on several important points, bubt stood firm in his
refusal to recrgsnize his army or air force along lines projected
by Generel Stilwell.” Meamshile, General Chennanlt, who enjoyed
the complete confidence of Chiang Kaiwshelk, agreed that the
Chinese Air Force should be reorganized. In his subordinate
position, howaver, he could not deal direetly with the Chinese
or coordinate his activities with those of the Chinese Air Force,
but must go through the headgnaprters of the Tenth Alr Force and
that of the theater commander.’

On 7 December 1942, Maj. Gen. Follett Bradiey, in reporting
to General Arnold sbout a conference at Chengbtu on 17 November
with General Mao, Chief ¢of the Chinese Air Force, said that the
Chinese were mot pleased with the existing organization in the
theater and considersd the separation of headquarters impractical.
Genersl Mao had saild that he had been badly treated with respect
to aviastlon fuel stocks, loans of fuel to Americans never having
been replaced. He expressed resentment also because of derogatory
remarks which had been made zbout the skill of Chinese pilots,
and implied dissatisfaction at the way in which General Bissell
was handiing his asaignment.?

Probsbly as a result of General Mao's expressed resentment
o remarks about the ineptitude of Chinese pilots, Col. R. A,
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Grussendorf, former American Military Attache in China, reported
ont 31 December upon the efficiency of the Chinese Air Force. In
1937, he sald, the force was a well-trained, coursgeous, and hard-
fighting organization, but in the unequal fight against the Japanese
this particular group had finally disappeared. The existing Chinese
Air Force was vastly inferior and could not even be considered an
air force. He cited lack of training, insufficient numbers of
aircraft, and politicsl rather than military leadership as the
chief causes of inefficiency, but believed that under American
supervision and leadership, end equipped with a sufficient number
of servicesble aircraft, the Chinese flyers could once more be
molded into a first~class fighting unit. The succession of defeats
suffered at the hands of the ensmy had greatly lowered morale, but
this, he thought, had been somewhat counteracted by the signal
succeasss of the AVG and the BM‘F.8

On & January Brig. Gen. O. A. Anderson, in commenting on the
report of the conference betwsen Generals Bradley and Mao, said
that General Mac's observatlons on the chain of command and the
personalities of the various commanders were understandable, and
from iao!s polnt of view, at least, were warranted., He remarked
that because of the relative efforts of China and India, past and
present, there was no gquestion that the contribution bf the Ghinase
would far exceed that of India. TYet General Bissell, who was
located ab lew Delhi, and whose paramount interest apparently lay
in India, was responsible for the determinstion of China's air
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requirements., By inference, China was thus placed in a role of
secondary importance in the war in the Far Bast.’

Late in December President Roosevelt, through Admiral Leahy,
and probably with the peculiar command situestion in mind, suggested
1o Generals Marshall and Arnold the possibility of giving General
Chennault a tesk force of 100 planes with which to operate north
of the Yangtze River and nesr the seacoast, accomplishing a
separation from General Stilwell's commsnd, and plecing him in

& position to deal directly with the Chinese.."

This would have
satisfied in a measure a sirong desire of General Chennault for
tactical freedom, putting him at liberty to attack extremely
remunerative targets which in the past hed been almost untouched.
The AVG and its successor, the CATF, had operated south of the
Yangtze only, while the territory north of the river had been the
spher‘e of operations of the now powerless Chinese Air Force. Since
the Chinese Air Force had been almost entirely inactive for nany
months the Japancse had been able to continue their activities in
that pert of China without aerizl interference.

Generals Marshall and Arold readily concurred in the sugges—
tion of the President, but instead of a mere task force they
favored the establishment of an independent air force in China
under the command of General Chemault. As General Marshall
renarked, "Chennsult [Ka.d] deronstrated great genius in his opera~

llll

tions against the Japanesa. General Arnold, writing on

6 Janusry 1943, recalled tl{aﬁ General Chemault had been in China
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for five years and had the confidence and cooperation of the
Chinsse people and the Chinese government. The system of alr
bases in southeastern China had been built up by him, and the air
warning system which he had organized was “without parallel for
effectiveness." Through his intimate lmowledge of the capabilities
and limitations of his own forces as well as those of the eunemy,
he continued, General Chennault had been able with a very small
forece "io inflict casualties and damage to the enemy without equal
in the present war." General Arnold believed, therefore, because
of his demonstrated accomplishments, background of experience in
China, and his "peculiar knowledge of enemy air tactics and
techniques," that the addition of one mediom tombardment sguadron
to his foree® and the granting to him of full freedom of action
to strike targets of opportunity would ensble General Chennault
with this comparatively small force "to cause the Japanese a vast
amount of shipping and air abtrition as well as a considerable
disruption of vitally important coastwise shi;:o};xi.ng."l:a
Though wholly in accord with the plen to give General Chemnsult

an independent air force, General Arnold foresaw certain diificul-
ties which must be overcome before the action could be accomplished.
First, the American air force in China would have to continue to
support the current limited offensive in Burma. Second, vwhile
the India~Chins Wing of the Air Transport Command could continue
to support the existing task force in Chins, a land supply route
would have to be reopened before this force could be materially
enlarged. He concluded, however, that:lB
3t The CATF was at the time comprised of the 23d Fighter Group, the

16th Fighter Squadron of the 5lst Group, and the 11lth Bembardment

Squadron (M) of the Bhlst Group. N
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The meximum results obtainable from a minimum alr
force in China are not at present being obtained be-
cause of the complicated chain of commend which

limits opsrations against targets of opportunity and
does not allow full freedom of astion to the air
comander who has demonstrated the most intimste knowl-
edge of conditions in China which affect both his own
and enemy actions.

He therefore recommended that no action be taken at that time,
but that the principle of the establishment of the new air force
be accepted, and that as soon as the supply problen could be
overcome action should be initisted "o establish a separate air
force in Chinas, commanded by General Chennauvlt.' This force, he
thought, should be composed of one fighter group snd two medium
bombardment squadrons, with the assligned mission of operating
north and south of the Iangtze and on or neer the Chinese sea-
coast 14

It is significent thet while the Presideni's suggestion men~
tioned an independent task force, Generel Arnold spoke in terms of
a separabe air force, and alsd that whereas the President seemed
primarily concerned with a separation from General Stilwell's
comusnd, General Arnold thought it adviseble to bring ebout a
separation from the Tenth Air Force.

General Anderson, in commenting on the Eradley-iso conference,
had also expressed the opinion that the creation of a scparate air
force in China, under General Chennault, which would be responsible
directly to the theater commander, would provide & more direct
chain of command, eleveibe China to an equel status with India,
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and place Gensral Chennault, "a battle-tried air commander in whom

the Chinese have the greatest confidence" in a position to deal
directly with the theater commander in Chinese affairs. He felt
that this course would remove objections of the Chinese to the
organizational setup while at the same time not materially affect-
ing the status guo within the theater, since General Stilwell would
continue to exorciase whatever control he thought necessary. General
Anderson, like General Arnold, therefore, seemed to think it more
important to make the air forece in China independent of the Tenth
Air Force than independent of General Stilwell's c:omma.ncl.l5

Air officers ‘in Washington had thus expressed concurrence in
the suggestion that a separate air fores should be placed in China
and that it should he commanded by General Chennault. It was agreed
that as soon as the barrier interposed by the lack of adequate lines
of transportation could be removed, action to bring about the separa-
tion should be initiated, Commitments to support China were to be
fully honored and the original plan for basing in China the entire
U. S. air force in the Asiatic theater was not to be forgotten.

The growing crisis in the Far East was the subject of dias~
cusaion when the President met Prime Minister Churchill at
Casablanca in January 1943, and out of that conference came the
announcement to Chiang Kei-shek of plans to increase the number of
transport aircraft on the India-China flight to approximately 150
by the end of March.lé President Roosevelt subsequently issued &
statement to the effect thet important decisions hed been made
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relative to the war in the Far East, implying that interesting
":‘. developments would scon take place in the China-Burme-India
Thaat.er.w The Prime Minister also made a conciliatory statement
to salve the feslings of the Generalissimo who had not been in-
vited to participate in the proceedings, saying that Chisng Kaieshek
had been consulted and was in full agreement with the decisions
:reau:ifz.ezd.l8
Imedintely following the adjournment of the sessions at
Cagablanca, General Arnold, General Scmervell, and Sir John Dill
) . went o the Fer Best for a series of conferences with military
leaders there., General Arnocld made a complete tour of the theater
vhich included visits with General Bissell at New Delhi, General
Stilwell at Chungking, and General Chennault af Ewming. Obser-
vance of conditions in the field and telks with the various
commanders spparently convinced him that in visw of the preojected
increase in the hump tonnage the time was ripe to separate the Tenth
Air Force and give an independent command to General Chemnnaulb in
China,
On 7 Pebruary, after his trip to Chungking and while he was
still at Kunming, General Arnold wrote a saries of lethers to
General Stilwell, and on the same day Chiang Kai=shek dispatched
“ a significant letter to President Roosevelt, The Generalissimo
- . made a direct appeal to the President, saying that General Chennault
- should have his authority enhanced by conferring on him an indepen-
dent air command since his current subordination to the Tenth Air
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Force was inherently unworkable, '"Here is one man of genius in the
Far East,? he said, "whose talents should be given full play." He
added that General Chennault was the only American airman who had
the confidence of the Chinese Air Force and the Chiness Amy, and
tfonly with him is it possible to work with the necessary unquestion-
ing cooperation. wld

In his commnications to General Stilwell, General Arnold
suggested that everything possible should be done to increase Air
Transport Commsnd facilities in China so that a growing number of
cargo planes could be accommodated,?° In other plans broached by
hin at this time the influence of General Chennault is unmistakable,
He repeated the axiomatic statement so often made by General
Chennault that beesuse of the lack of transportation facilities
every effort should be made to keep down the number of Americans
to be maintained in China. If this were done, the obvious way to
increase air strength in Chine would be {o¢ mske further use of the
natives. Because of adverse criticisms of the Chinese Air Force,
General Arnold did not favor sending them aircraft for independent
operations, but believed thet good use could be made of Chinese
pilots end mechanies if they were trained under General Chennault
and put into action aleng with Americans and under the leadership
of American officers. Only tnder this condition would he recommend
that American-made combat alrcraft be turned over to the Chinese.gl

He further informed General Stilwell that upon ais return to
Washington he would recommend the immadiate creation of a Chinese
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fighter squadron, equipped with P«40'g to be taken frcm whatever
source the theater commander thought best. The squadron would
train and operate with Americans under General Chennault. As socon
as other pilots, leaders, and equipment were available, additicnal
Chinese fighter squadrons would be formed. If these proved
successful a light bombardment squadron would be created, To
assure success of the experiment he added that it might be feasible
t0 return to Chine American officers who had formerly served with
the AVG and who ware exparienced in dealing with the Chinese.
Should the venture not prove succeasful, however, General Stilwell
was to recommend cancellaticn of the whole projact.‘?':a

The excellence of this plan is manifest, The United States was
comnitted to give aid to China in the form of combat sireraft.
These planes, in the hands of pooriy trained and poorly led
Chinese pilots, ceuld be a lisbility instead of an asset, since
aviation fuel for the Chinese also had to be flown over the hump.
On the other hand, under the tutelage of an experienced commander,
and operating with competent American pilots, the Chinese flyers,
of whom thera were several hundred, =3 might be develeped into a unit
comparable to the air force which had fought the Japanese with
success four years before. Chinese prestige and morale, both of
which had suffered tremendously during the period of snforced
inactivity, would be given a much-needed boost. In this way, too,
General Chennaunlt would receive reinforcements which were badly

needed, without adding grea‘bl;y' to the supply problem, while the
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reglon north of the Yangtze River would immediately be brought

under his operational control.

Another snnouncement by General Arnold et this time must have
pleased General Stilwell, and surely gave General Chennauli cause
for elation. He informed them that the 308th Bombardment Group
(H), equipped with B-24's, would leave the United States within a
few days for duty in China. 2 During the latter months of 1942 the
China Air Task Force had been able to harsss Jspanese shipping
along a short streich of the China coast with a skeleton squadron
of B-25's, but the limited range of the mediums, and the great
distances from operational bases to prospsctive targets had made
it impossible to take full advantage of the opportunities offered
by Jepanese coastwise shipping. Vihile B-24's had been used in only
one mission from bases in China, the Linsi mines raid of October
1942, this one mission had revealed both to the Japanese and the
Allies the enormous possibilities of long-range heavy bonbers
operating from advanced bases in China. 25

From Hengyang end Kwellin, outlying bases of the China Air
Task Force, the entire coast of China from the mouth of the Yellow
Biver southward would be in eagy range of the B-24's. North~south
enemy shipping through the narrow Formosa Strait might be forced
farther to the east where it would be more wulnerable to submarine
attacks. The islands of Formosa and Hainan, important Japanese
staging areas, could be reached without difficulty. Destruction
of Japanese shipping and installations aleng the coast had long

been a favorite objective of Gena‘el Ohennault and the arrival
--ﬁ.\_.%__h“m -
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of the group of longerange bombers seemed to represent an important

step toward the realization of a cherished ambition.

Generals Arnold and Chennault were fully cognizant of the
logistical pmb]:ans which would arise from the addition of long-
range hesvy bonbers to the force in China. The Alr Transport
Command was not prepared o assume the added burden of supplying
a heavy bombardment group, and so it was decided that the B~2i's
would transport their own gasoline and bombs over the hump, build-
ing up reserves at bases which they were to use in combat missions.
The number of missions flom would of necessiiy be limited by this
precedure but even inirequent forays could cause great destruction
to the e-,nem:.r.’?f>

General Arnold, in making known the plans for the approaching
arrival of the heavy bombardment group, stated that runways at
Xunming and Kweilin should be lengthened, and an additional air-
drome capable of accomnodating the B=24's would have to be con-
structed, possibly at Hochi., Obviously the work would have to be
done by Chinese labor and the suggestion implied that General
Stilwell should contact the Generalissimo snd make the necessary
arranganents.27 Later, on the occasion of Madame Chiang's visit to
Viashington, General Arnold again amnphasized the wrgency of prepering
the fields, asking her to use her intluence to speed up construc—
tion,28

Simalbaneously with the promulgation of plans for a separate
air force in China, American newspapers and periodicals begen to
TDIRC AR A M
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- publish reports of friction between Generals Bissell and Chennault,

A some broadly hinting that since General Bissell as Commanding
General of the Tenth Air Force contrclled the flow of aireraft to
China, General Chennault's force was in danger of being sbrangled.29
The facts do not bear out the implicstion with regard to aircraft,
as CGeneral Chennault already had more plenss than the aerial supply
line would allow him t0 kKeep in operation. The chief complsint
voiced by General Chennault was that not enough aviation fuel was
reaching him to enable the aircraft already there to operate at

. maximun efficiency. This was not necesserily due %o action on the

reart of General Bissell, and was believed by General Chennault to

be the responsibility of the Air Transport Commend., The acute

shortage of spare paris, recreationsl equipment, and many other

items could herdly be blamed on General Bisseli, for conditions

in China were litble worse than those existing in India.

Friction undoubtedly did develop between the two commanders,
but it provably was due more to & situation beyond the control of
either of them then to petty dissgreements and jealousies. The
trouble in all likelihood had its inception in the unsatisfactory
chain of command, and was accenbuated by the natural desire of
General Chennault to do his own adwinistrative and operationsl
. plenning and to control promotions, decorations, and individual
. . assigments within his force.3° There is no ev:i.cience to show that

. General Bissell ever interfered in any way with tactical operations
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in China, but his position at the head of the Tenth Air Force left

ER |

0T that as a possibility for the fubure. At any rate, there seems to
be little doubt that the general dissatisfaction over the curber-
some commsnd setup,.and the delays caused thereby, gave impetus to
the plan for the separation of the air forces in India and China.
On 22 February when plans for the new air force were well advanced,
Brig. Gen. T, J. Hanley, Jr., Deputy Chief of the Air Staff, in
reporting on conditions in the China-Burma~Indie Theater stated
that requisitions for equipment, materiel, and personnel were need-

. lessly delayed because of the necessity of processing such requisi-

tions through the rear echelon of a higher comand.Bl

When stories of friction between Generals Blssell and

Chennault appeared in the American press there were also rumors

of disputes beiween General Chennault and General Stilwell.32 Up~

doubtedly, differences of opinion on the use of the meager air force

in China existed. General Chennauwlt was convinced that more damage

could be done to the enemy by bombing and strafing forays over

targets to the east and north of Kunming. General Stilwell, taking

the long view, placed the reopening of the land supply line on

highest priority and insisted that the fighter aircraft of the

China Adr Task Force be used in support of the offensive in northern

- Burme which was to open the way for the construction of the Ledo

i . Road. General Chennault was never willing to send bombers on
e missions without fighter cover, and the use of fighters over Burma,

in effeet, had almogt forced. the cessat:.on of bombardment activities
o O -
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in China. MNuch could be said for either opinion, but essentielly

their differences might well be traced to the faet that one
commander was an infantryman and the other an airman,

Meanwhile, Chieng Kai-shek, recognizing the necessity of build-
ing the Ledo Road, felt that air support in Burma should come from
combat units based in India, leaving those few elanents in China
free to carry on the air warfare in that country. Because of
differences with Genersl Stilwell and his great faith in the
gbility of General Chennault, the Generalissimo naturally tended
to favor the views of the latter. He had already consented to
place Chinese airmen under the operational direction of General
C!h»smn:aml‘l;.3:‘3

General Chennauvlt, obviously desiring an independent command,
volced more objections to his relations with the Commanding General
of the Tenth Air Force than with the Theater Commander. He had
been in China long enough to look upon China as a theater of prime
importance and agreed with Chinese military leaders that American
operetions there should not be under operational control of an
air foree vhich had its headguarters in India.

General Arnold, upon his return to Washington, declared in an
R&R of 26 February to General Stratemeyer, that General Chennauli
felt his operations were being considerably handicepped by the
fact that his command was suberdinate to the Tenth Air Force, and
consequently thought the China Air. Tagkk Force should be completely
independent, General Arnold felt that Chennault was not fully
aware of the problems atf:L dmdzt q:-p_u i%l%e m&gﬂly au\gzt administration
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of an air force snd did not realize the part played by the Tenth
Air Force in the operations of the task force. Unfortunately, he
seid, the task force commander was inclined to see only these things
the Tenth Air Force did which interfered with his emn way of doing
things. This attitude on the part of General Chennaulb is essily
understood in view of the free hand his position had glven him in
China from 1937 until July 1942,

General Arnold advised General Stratemsyer, further, that
General Chennault would be forced to lean heavily on a strong
chief of staff and a superior air service commander, and that com-
petent G=1 and Gwh efficers would have to be furnished to enable
the new force to operate, Since General Chennault was his own G2
and G-3, less capable officers would be required for those posts than
for other key posivions. It 1s to be noted that the time for the
accomplishment of the separation of the task force from the parent
organization was still indefinite, General Arnold giving no indica-
tion that the activation of the new air force would take place
almost immedistely.3®

In the above-mentioned commication to Gensral Stratemeyer,
General Arnold also revealed that General Chennault had himself
presented the plan for utilization of Chinese pilots in his force.
He had told General Arnold that his alr force should be assigned
five American squadrons, divided into three- and two=squadron
groups, with the latter group to be brought to full strength by
using Chinese units. He had insisted that the Chinese units be
integrated into Amerdiean orga.niza.t:l.o{xs _or that. they be J.‘ed in
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combat by Americen pllots. General Chennault, he added, was pre-
paring for submission to AAF Headguarters revised T/O's for units
in China which were to make use of large numbers of Ghinesa.3 6
This plan was essentlally the same as the one presented to
General Stilwell by General Arnold while he was in Kunming,37 and
seems to leave little doubt that General Chennault was the author
of the basic plan for a separate air force in China which was %o
meke full use of Chinese pilots amd ground personnel. Since
General Chennanlt by 7 February, the date of General Arnold's
letier to General Stilwell, was able to expound so thoroughly his
ideas as to the composition and utilization of an independent air
force, he obviously had been thinking along those lines for some
time.
Subsequent developments in China possibly had soms bearing
on the speed with which the activation of the new mir force was
accomplished. In February word was received by Washington that
British instructors would scon arrive in Chungking to eld in the
training of the Chinese Air Force in compliance with a request made
in Septomber 1942, after a similar request for American insiructors
had been turned down.38 The British having heretofore shown little
active interest in military developments in China, both the Americans
and the British had come to look upon China as an American sphere
of influence.39 And under the circumstances, the introduction of
British instructors promised chiefly a further complication of an

already complex problem,
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General Stilwell, accordingly, cabled the Wer Department on
17 February asking that the British mission be stopped and suggest-
ing that American instructors be substituted for the British.ho
Two days later General Arnold asked General Stilwell to persuade
Chieng to withdrew his reguest for British instructors, indiceting
thet the mission could not otherwise be s‘bopped.hl On 21 February
the Theater Commander replied that he had been unable to get the
consent of the Generalissimo to withdraw the request, and again
asked that action be taken in ’u‘fa.sh:i.lr.igl:on.lIL2 The refusal of Chiang
Kai=shek to withdraw his reguest blocked all efforts to stop the
mission and on 2 Harch Secretary Stimson, in outlining the entire
situation to Secrebery Hull, expressed the hope that the presence
of the British st Chungking would not prove embarrasaing to
Generel Chennault,

Meanwhile, on 19 February General Arnold notified General
Stilwell that the British had informed him that they could furnish
the Chinese with six Albemarle two=engine medium bombers suitable
for limited transport of persomnel and carge, and asked whether
or not he would approve &u‘.:(:api;asrm,ua.l“Lp General Stilwell, in a
rather pointed message, replied that he had no objection to the
agssignment of the six planes to the Chinese if the British would
agsune full responsibiliby for their supply end maintenance, bub
added that he did object if Americons had to supply the gasoline
or any other services.

General Stratemeyer's comments on the

message read:s "Kill this, Tell Stilwell. Get British to put

six Albemarleg din North Africa

m
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If the Generalissimo's refusal to withdraw his reguest for

. ‘ British instructors was designed to speed decisive action by the
Americans, he was eminently successful. On 5 March a letter from
The Adjutant General to the Theater Commander informed him that a
Hezdquarters and Headquarters Sguadron, Fourteenth Alr Force, had
been constituted and would be activated in China at the earliest
practicable d:afl:e.l"6 In accordance therewith, the Fourteenth Air
Force was activated on 10 Harch with Genersl Chennsult as Commanding
General.m The Chinese were thereby assured of air reinforcements

. for China and of aircraft for Chinese pilots. Moreover, the action
gave new recognition to the importance of the Chinese theater of
operations. The immediante hope of rebuilding the Chinese Air Force
as an independent organization had been surrendered, but 2 plan
to train and use Chinese pilots in American units left open the

. ultimate possibility of an autonomous Chinese Air Force.

There wers, then, many and varied contributing factors which
led to the eventual establishment of a second American eir force in
the Far Bastj some werse political, some military, and some merely
matbters of expediency, High on the list was the attempt to correct
a faulty orgenizatior and at the sems time to relieve a situation
where there was a clash of personalities among high ranking officers.

x Hardly less important vias the earnest effort otf Americans to prove

» . the sincerity of their desire to asslst the hard-pressed Chinese

- and to boost their flagging morale. In the background, of course,
' was the matber of strategically situsted air bases in China which

...‘.\,__

.1: ne_ Vo [ru L SR
P, )

s CO!\I

i

. Al
e SEPURITY INEORMATION .
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
- -~ -

-

“THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
-
T CONFIDENTIAL e

the Americans hoped to use more fully than had heretofore been

possible. Of less importance, perhaps, was the reinforeing of
American units already in China by the addition of Chinese
squadrons while at the same time extending their operational
sphere to include territory north of the Yangtze River. Possibly
there entered into the final decision the desire to reward General
Chennault for his accomplishments and to give him fuller freedom
o exercise his peculiar talents for fighting a stubborn and wily
foe. In a broader sense the entire action might be interpreted to
mean that the basic strategy in Asia wWas unchanged and that the
United States was making a redeclaration of the ulbtimabe mission
of all American air units in Agie~-to support China and to defeat
Japan, The wisdom of the move can only be assessed in the light
of operations and developments in the theater during the months to

come.
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AAG Alr Adjotant Gensrnl
AC/AS  Assistent Chief of Air Staff
AFAZP  AC/AS, Plans
AFIHT Eilgtorieal Division
ARISC Statistical Control Division
AFRAD Alr Defense
Al AdGjutant General
Agvar Adjutant General, Var Devartment
Ammndel  Americen Hilitary [fiesion in Delhi or General Stilwellls
Hgs., Rear Zchelon
Anobsin American Hlitery Observer in India
Aguila  Hqe, Tenth Air Force

ATC Alr Transport Commond
CATH Chinz Air Task Force
CBI China-Buran~India
. G50 General Stoff Corps
IATH India Alr Tasgk Force

ICATC India-China Wing, Air Trensport Comamand
11il1id Iilitary Intelligence Service

- HeleSe tilitery Intellizence Service
oc/fs Office Chief of Staff
OFD Cperations Division, WDGS
RAT Royal Alxr Force

h TAG The Adjutant Genersl
TEA fable of Basic Allovances

. T/o Pable of Organization

e Vior Department General Staff
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For an account of the development of the Tenth Air Force before

1943, see AAF Historicel Studies No. 12, The Tenth Air Forece,
1942, prepared by AFIHLI, Combat Operational History Branch.

ibid,., 12.

Ibid., 111.

Ltr., Bissell to Arnold, 13 Oct. 1942, in AAG 312.1 A, Operations
Letbers.

CH-IN-2393, 5 Feb. 1943, Arnold to Stratemeyer, #hiquila F79A.
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Ibid.

CM-IN-1088, 3 Mar. 1943, Ferris to Agwar, #Ammdel AGL61,
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C-OUT-1802, 5 Mar. 1943, Marshall te Bissell, #2382,
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Ibid., 4 Jan. 1943,

CiiwIN~6217, 12 Feb. 1943, Osmun to Milid, #Amobsin 49,
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Ibid., 20 Feb. and 3 Mar. 1943.

CH~TN-7949, 16 Feb. 1943, Ferris to Agwar, #Ammdel AG116,

CH~IN=-1562, 4 Feb, 1943, Alexander to Agwer, #Aquila TCATC 3985;
CM=-IN-11161, 22 Feb, 1943, Ferris to Agwer, #Ammdel AG138:

CH~OUT~5948, 17 Feb. 1943, Marshall to Stilwell, #596; CM-IN-
11161, 22 Feb. 1943, Ferris to Agwar, #Ammdel AGL38; Daily
Tactical Report, Asiatic Theater, 20 Feb. 1943.

On the message from General Ferris stating that the military
police corpanies should be sent to the theater, General
Stratemeyer commented: "I think we should send some dough boys
out to Bissell."

Daily Tactical Report, Asiatic Theater, 21 Jan., 2, 5, 13, and
25 Felre 1943; OM=IN-42L, 1 Feb. 19453, DePass to Milid, #45;
CH-IN=1696, J Feb. 1943 and C-IN-5215, 10 Feb. 1943, Paraphrases
of messages from American Tmbassy, Chungking; ClU=-IN=-4881,

10 Feb. 1943, DePass to Milid, #5l.

Lin Yubang, noted author, said: "“Why should not General Hsuing
leave? Of what use can his presence in Washington bs to the
Allied cause - since the leeders of the United Nations appear fo
be far from ready to share with China a unified strategy against
Japan. The enormous reservoir of good will between China and
American is being severely drawn upon. « « 7 Time, 11 Jan. 1943.

Following the conferences in Chungking at which Armold, Dill,
Chiang Kai=shek, Stilwell and Chennault were present, Prime
Minister Churchill stated: "The Generalissimo elso concurs
in the plans for future action in the Far East, which we have
submitted to him as & result of our deliberations." Time,

22 Feb, 1943,

Tenth Air Force, 1942, €0.

Figures obtained from AFMSC,

Ltr., Bissell to Arnold, 12 Jan. 1943, in AAG 400 Misc., Indie-
Chins.

Ibid,
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. 56. (U-OUT-2610, 24 Feb. 1943, Marshall to Bissell, #2342.

.:‘ 57, CQU=IN-1685, 4 Jen. 1943, Bissell to Agwar, #Aquila JL12¥H.
58, CU~IN-12652, 24 Mar, 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila R883A.
59. History, Headquerters Tenth Air Force Service Command.
60, CLIN-6109, 14 Jan. 1943, Bissell to Agwar, jAquila J532XH.
61, CM-OUT-5449, 16 Jan. 1943, Agwar to Bissell, #2140.
62, CHIN-3589, 9 Jan, 1943, Bissell to Agwar, #Aquila J208A.
63. CM-OUT-4085, 12 Jan. 1943, Marshall to Bissell, #2117.
6l CF=-IN-2671, 6 Feb. 1943, Arnold to Stratemeyer, #Aquils 31.
® 65. CM-IN-6559, 13 Feb. 1943, Bissell to Agwar, #hquila F372E.
66, CM-IN-5262, 12 Jan. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila J425A.
® 67. CH-QUT-4465, 13 Jan. 1943, Stratemeyer to Bissell, #2L2i.
68, Cl=IN=5845, 12 Feb. 1943, Bissell to Agwar, #Aquila 367C.
69. CHM-QUT-4585, 13 Feb. 1943, Stratemeyer to Bissell, #2278.
' 70. CM-TN-14811, 31 Jan. 1943, Bissell to Agwar, #iquila J1311E.
71, CU-CUT-4471, 13 Feb. 1943, Stratemeyer to Bissell, #2277.
72. Cl=IH=2450, 17 Feb. 1943, Bissell to Stratemeyer, #Aquila F567A,
73, GU-OUT-6410, 18 Feb. 1943, Armold to Bissell, #2319.
74. Tenth Air Force, 1942, 62 f£f.
75. G~II=14560, 3L Jan. 1943, Bissell o Agwar, #Aquila J1177; Ci-

OUT-395, 2 Feb. 1943, Stratemeyer to Bissell, #2222; CM-OUT-20L1,
6 Feb. 1943, Stratemeyer to Bissell, #2246,

» 76. Ibid.
- . 77. GHU~QUT=0001, 1 Feb. 1943, Marshall to Bissell, #497.
- 78, CH-OUT«10802, 31 Jan. 1943, Stratemeyer to Arnold, #49%4.
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- 79. CU-OUT-2482, 7 Jan. 1943, Marshall to Stilwell, #1970; CM-IN-
:. 1571, L Feb, 1943, Bissell to Agwar, #Aquila 228; QU=IN-249,
e 1 Feb. 1943, Alexander to Agwer, #iquila ICATC 39&0, History,

Teath Air Force Headquarters,

80, CM~IN-9368, 18 Feb. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila 453; GO #8,
Headquarters 10th Air Force, 13 Feb., 1943.

‘
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8L, CM-IN-160, 1 Mar. 1943, Bisgsell to Stratemeyer, #Aquila F1028C;
GO #4, Headquerters 10th Air Force, 27 Jan. 1943.

82, (MwIiN=3151, 7 ¥Mar, 1943, Bissell to Arncld, Aquilas R321G.

83, CU=IN~-4430, 10 Jan. 1943, Bissell to Agwar, #Acuila J315A;
CH-IN-7178, 16 Jan. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila J586A;
CM=QUT-4496, 13 Jan, 1943, Marshall to Bissell, #2133.

84, CH=IN=11741, 26 Jan. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aguila J973D;

. itr., Bissell to Arnold, 11 Feb. 1943, in AAG 452.1, India-

China.

g5, QM~IN-160, 1 Mar, 1943, Bissell to Stratemeyer, #Aquila F1028C.

86, CM-IN=-6469, 13 Mar, 1943, Bissell to Agwar, #hquila RA81G.

- 87. Figures obbained from AFMSC.
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17, CH-IN-12106, 26 Jan. 19)3, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila J1103E;
n:‘o New York Times, 26 Jan. 1943.

i8. History, 492d Bombardment Squadron.
! 19. CH-IN-13810, 29 Jan. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila J1196E;
(U=IN-13801, 29 Jan. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #quila J1192;
New York Times, 28 Jan., 1943.
20. Ibid.
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705, 9 Feb. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila F307E; CM-IN-5633,
11 Feb. 1943, Bissell to Arrold, #Aquila F332; New York Times,
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Arnold, #Aquila R52E,
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25.
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30, CM~IN-10970, 21 Feb. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila F713E;
dohn Leroy Christian, Modern Burma, 129,

. . 31. CH-IN-336, 1 Mar. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #quila T31; CM-IN-811,
2 Mar, 19/3, Bissell to Arnold, s#Aquila R5L; Ci=IN-~2368, 5 Mar.
.3 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #houila R1845; OM=IN-4923, 10 Mar. 1943,

Bisgell to Arnold, #Aquila R281E; CU-TIN=5994, 12 Mar. 1943,
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New York Times, 4 Jan, 1943.

CH-IN=-4725, 11 Jan. 1943, Bissell to Armold, jAquila J350E;
Hew York Times, 10 Jen. 1943,

Ci-IN-5338, 12 Jan. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila J434E.
New York Times, 12 Jan. 1943.
CM~IN-7899, 17 Jan. 1943, Bissell o Arnold, #Aquila J767.

CM~IN~2534, 5 Feb. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #iquila F95E;
CM~-IN=3457, 7 Feb, 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #iquila F221E;
CH-IN-5633, 11 Feb. 1943, Bissell to Amold, #Aquila F332;
CU-~INw5155, 12 Feb. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila FLOLES
CM~IN=6695, 13 Feb. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquile Fih43;
CH-IN-7787, 15 Feb. 1943, Bissell to Amold, f#Aquila F5L6E;
CH~IN=-9849, 14 Feb, 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila F670Z;
CH~IN-11021, 21 Feb, 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Agquila F722%;
CM~IN-12566, 25 Feb. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquils F803%;
(M-TN-99, 1 Her. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #iquila F1025B; CM-
IN-326, 1 Mar. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #fquila R28; CU-IN-1354,
3 Mar, 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila RE2E; New York Times,
3 and 4 Mar, 1943; OU=-IN-1365, 3 Mar. 1943, Bilssell to Armolg,
#FAquila R9LE; CM=~IN-4400, 9 Mar, 1943, Bissell to Arnold,

New York Times, 9 and 10 Feb. 1943; CGUl=IN-4971, 10 Feb. 1943,
Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila F311D; CH-TN-5048, 12 Feb. 1943,
Bissell to Arnold, #Aguila F328D; Daily Tsctical Report, Asisatic
Theater, 11 Feb, 19,3; CGl-IN-6366, 13 Feb., 1943, Bissell to
Arnold, #Agquila F393D.

History, 5lst Fighter Group.
CM-INw-2612, 6 Jan. 1943, Bissell to Armold, #iquila J199E.

Ci-IN-4725, 11 Jan. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila J350E;
CM-IN-7872, 17 Jan. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila J724E.

Cl-IN-10596, 23 Jan. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila J878.3;
CH-IN-9854, 22 Jan. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila J913,

CM-IN-12106, 26 Jan. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila J1103E;
CIE-EH (unnumbered), 27 Jan. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila
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- 4lye  CH~IN=3457, 7 Feb. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #iquila F221%;
«. CM-IN-7242, 14 Feb. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Agquila F489E;
a lNew York Times, 7, 16, and 19 Feb. 1943; QM~IN-7787, 15 Feb,
1943, Bissell to Amold, #Aquila F516E; CM-IN-8743, 17 Feb,
1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila F602E; CU-IN-9849, 19 Feb.

. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aguila F670E; CH.IN-10570Q, 20 Feb,
1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila F701E; CH=-IN-11021, 21 Feb.
1943, Bissell to Arnold, #hquila F722E.

45. CH-IN-12566, 25 Feb. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila FS83E;
Cli~IN-37, 1 Mar, 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquils F1061;
CU-IN-326, 1 Mar. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila R28.

46, CH-IN-811, 2 Mar. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquile RS5L; CM-IN-

1354, 3 Mar. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, fAquils RE82E; New York
Times, 3 Mer. 1943; CH-IN-2335, 5 lMar, 1943, Bissell to Arnold,
#Aquila 138E; CM-Il=3765, 8 Mar, 1943, Bissell to Arnold,
#Aquila R274; Ci-IN-4400, 9 Har. 1943, Bissell to Arnold,

@ #hquile R313E; CH-IN-4372, 10 Mar, 1943, Bissell to Arnold,
#hquila R341E; CM-IN-4463, 10 Mar, 1943, Bissell to Arnold,
#Aquila R281E,

7. GCU~IN=40h4, 1 Feb. 1943, Osman to Milid, #Amobsin 40.

48, Weekly Intelligence Summary, ending 16 Jan, and ending 23 Jan.
~ 1943,

. 49. CHM-IN-12349, 24 Feb. 1943, Alexander to George, #ICATC 245;
CH=IN=12313, 24, Feb. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, 7Aquila F849A;
CH-IN-11991, 23 Feb. 1943, Bissell to Arnold, #Aquila F847A;

New York Times, 2 Har. 1943.
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Chapter IIX

Tenth Air Force, 1942, 1-19.

Brig. Gen. T. J. Hanley, Jr., Depubty Chief of Air Staff to AC/AS,
A-l, Report on Conditions in Army Air Forces in India and China,
22 Feb. 1943, in AAG 300-A, CBI. Comments on an inspection report
made by Col. H. W, Shelmire to General Arnold oh 2 Feb. 1943.

Report of Neval Attache at Chungking, 5 Oct. 1942, signed by

It, Col. J. M. HcHugh, U, S, larine Corps, inclosurs to letter
from Secretary Knox to Secretary Stimson, 20 Oct. 1942, in
Coordinstion =nd Becord Sec., 0C/S, 381 China. Interview with
Tendell Willkie (undated), U, 8. 9000, Interviews and Statements,
in A=2 Library; interview with Gonstantine Leo Zakhartchenko,

Air Adviser to Chinese government, 19 Apr. 1943, U. 5. 9000,
Interviews and Statements, in A-2 Library. ‘

Ttr., Stilwell to Marshell, 9 Feb. 1943, in Coordinatiorn gnd
Record Sec., 0C/S, 3381 Gh:.na, Tenth Air Force, 1942, T76.

Memo, Roosevelt to Marshall, 3 Oct. 1942} memo, Harshall to
Roosevelt, 5 Oct. 1942; 1ltr., Marshall to Stilwell, 6 Oct. 1942;
memo, Marshall to Roosevelt, 10 Oct. 1942; msg., Stimson to
Stilwell, 13 Oct. 19423 1ltr., Dill to Marshall, 19 Qcbt. 1942;
MSZay Stilwell to Marshall, 4 Nov., 1942; memo, Marshall to
Roosevelt, 5 Nov. 1942, in Coordination and Record Sec., QC/S,
381 Gh:.na.

A Naval Attache at Chungking declared in October 1942: "I happen
to know that he /Chennauli/ has been given direct and explieit
orders to have no further dealings with the Chinese." A former
Air Adviser to the Chinese government in the following April
said: "Now, under the present set up, when I left [late Jamary
1943/ Chennault had definite orders not to have any dealings
with the Chinese." When asked who issued the orders,he replied
only, "His superior officers.” Wendell Willkie reported that
there were two factions in China and that the Stilwell faction
did not think American eguipment should be sent to China.
Chennault felt, however, that given enough planes manned by
American crews, the Japs could be run out of China in a few
months., See n. 3 above.

Hems for Arnold from Maj. Gen, Follett Bradley, WDGS OFD,
7 Dec, 1942, in WP-IV-C-1 China.
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- 8. Memo for Col. Robert W. Harper, GSC, from Col. R. A. Grussendorf,
. 31 Dec. 1942, in WP-IV-C-1 China.

9. Comments on report of conference between Gen. Bradley and Gen.
M=o, and on basic memo of 7 Dec. 1942 to Arnold, 8 Jan. 1943,
- signed by Brig. Gen. 0. A, Anderson, in WP-IV-C-l China.

10, Memo, Leshy to Marshall, 30 Dec. 1942, in AAG 200-A, CBI. See
also n. 5 shove.

11, Yemo, Marshall to Leahy, 4 Jan. 1943, in Coordination and Record
Sec., CC/S, 381 China.

12, Memo, Armold to Marshall, 6 Jan. 1943, in AAG 300-A, CBI.
13. Ibid.
. 1k, Ibid.
15, See n, 9 ebove.
16. On 14 Noveaber the Generalissimo had asked that 150 transports
be placed on the India~China flight by Hareh. It was found

impossible to mest that figure but the Var Department comaitied
itself to 137 planes by that date. Hemo, Roosevelt to Harshall,

® 25 Nov, 1942; memo, Marshall to Roosevelt, 25 Nov. 1942, in
Coordination and Record Sec., CC/S, 38l China.; lir., Arnold
o to Stilwell, 7 Feb. 1943, ATC Opsrations India to China, in

AAG 400 Misc., India~China.
17. Time, 22 Feb. 1943.
13, Time, 22 Feb, 1943.

19. Itr., Chiang Kai-shek to Roosevelt, 7 Feb. 1943, in OPD Records
Br., 320.2 China Theater of Operations.

20, Ltr., Arnold to Stilwell, 7 Feb. 1943, ATC Operations India to
China, in AAG 400 lise., India~China,

21. Lir., Arnold te Stilwell, 7 Feb. 1943, Aid to Chinese Air Force,
in AAG 400 Misc., India~China,

. . 22, Ihid.

v 23, General Arnold stoted that he was informed that there were 1,200
e . Chiness pilots. Ibid,

24, Litr., Arnold to Stilwell, 7 Feb., 1943, Operations of Heavy Bombers
in Ghina, in AAG 11.00 ]ﬁsco, Indla-"'Chln&.

et T r,--ﬂ"")

ffﬁ ::;;-::-«ww-‘-w-w- CONFIDENTIAL

i ; 3! } l n
v o o o e ¢ m e mn S omm e ..,\J.L i;a Igt i ) \‘ E ‘uL M,LM -

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
Y

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



3l.
32,

3.

35,
360

37,

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

T \_‘-2*:: ~: - GON‘ ;{_’\BE‘\E“;U}\%—‘

Tenth Air Foree, 1942, 1lk.

Ltr., Arnold to Stilwell, 7 Feb, 1943, Operations of Heavy
Bombers in China, in AAG 400 Misc.,, Indie-China.

Ibid.

CH=~CUT-7971, 22 Feb. 1943, Arnold to Stilwell for Chennault,
#2184

Tme, 15 Feb- 191"'3} 6!}; 22 Mara 19"-3, 52-

Col, M. C. Cooper who had served as Chief of Staff of the China
Adr Task Foree complained thaet the command situation made it
impossible for General Chennault to meke any agreements with
the Chinese regarding air policy. He said that, General Stilwell
was reluetant to give decorations to the alirmen of General
Chennauli's force and that all reguests for leave had to clear
through Chungking. These difficulties, he said, could be
cleared up by creating a separate sir force in China, a recom-
mendation which had recently been made by General Stilwell's
air officers, Talk made by Colonel Cooper in General Johnson's
Staff Meebing, 23 Dec. 1942, in AAG 337-A, Conferences.

See n. 2 gbove.

Timeg, 15 Feb. 1943, 64; 22 Mar. 1943, 52. See also interviews
of Willkie end Zakharichenko in n, 3 sbove.

In October President Roosevelt had suggested that Chinese
squadrons using Americaen planes be put ubder the operational
control of Genersl Chennault. On 14 November Chiang replied:
1T have informed General Stilwell that any plans of operation
of the 10th AF in China must have my prior approval and should
be subject to direction and to my judgment as to necessery
changes. « « « If the circumstances render it desirable I agree
that the Chinese Air Force may be placed under General Chennault's
operational control to participate in the proposed Burme
offensive." Msg., Roosevelt to Chiang Kaiwshek, 10 Oct. 1942;
msg., Chiang Kai=shek to Roosevelt, 14 Nove 1942, in Coordina-
tion and Record Sec., 0C/S, 381 China.

R&R, Arnold to Stretemeyer, Additional Notes Made on Visit to
Various Theaters, 26 Feb, 1943, in AAG 680.2-A, Visita.

Ibid.

ibid.

See n. 21 gbove. nY AR
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3%, War Department, i.I.S5., Information from State Department
R Gables, 18 Feb. 1943 £f., in AAG.

39. On 5 March 1943 Viscount Cranborne was quoted as saying that
the British recognized China as an American "strategic sphere."
- New York Times, 5 Mar. 1943.

40. See n. 38 above.

4l. General Arnold had communicated with Sir John Dill and received
a reply to the effeet that British Chiefs of Staff felt that
since the mission had no strategic or peliticel significance
.whatever it should not in any way cut across or embarrass
General Chennasult's activities. He then requested that he be
notified if the mission caused any embarrassment to American
officers in China. Ltr., Dill to Arnold, 25 Feb., 1943, in
WP~IV-C~l China.

. L2, Telg., Seec. of State Hull to Seec. of War Stimson, 23 Feb. 1943,
in WP-IV-C=1 China,

a 43, Ltr., Stimson to Hull, 2 Mar. 1943, in WP=-IV-C~l China.

Lb. CM-QUT-6864, 19 Feb. 1943, Arnold to Stilwell, #2168,

45, Cl=IN=-131i6, 26 Feb. 1943, Stilwell to Arnold, #hmmdel AG 150,

@ 46, Ltr., Stretemsyer to TAG, 2 Har, 1943, in AG files 320.2; ltr.,
TAG to Stilwell, 5 Mar. 1943, in AAG 321 Special, Air Force
Organdzation Histery, also in AG files 320.2,

47, CU~QUT-3643, 10 Mar. 1943, Armold to Stilwell, #2290; GO #9,
Headguarters U. S, Amy Forces, Chungking, 10 Mar. 1943.
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