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By contrast, the At.is needed to run only the width of the
•

H6diterranean to traneport oil and other gupplies to l orth Africa.

Af t er t he oc cupat i on of t he Eal kaa Peni nsul a by t he Ge rmans , Gr eec e

  had become the rendssvous for large numbers of vessels laden with war

suppl i e s f or Mar ahal Rommel   g f or c e s . Navar i no Bay , e i t uat e d near

the southern tip of the Peloponnesus, was one of the moat frequented

resorts of thie kind. Its excellent natural harbor was used by the

Axi s a a a r ef nel i ng ba ee and t r ans i t poi nt f or t he shi p s of t he

I iediterraaean convoys, which would creep down the Qreek coast, after

crosaing the Strait of Otreato from Brindisi or Bari, on the heel ot

I t F,1y . At N'a4ar i no Baq t hey coul d awai t a prop i t i ou a moment t o da ah

across the Mediterranean to Beng aai, or pick up an escort off Crete,

before setting out for Tobruk. Since the closing of this sea lane

wae essential to the A111ed effort, it waa agaiast thia snpply line in

ge ner e,l and i t s t anker cocrponent s i n par t i cul ar t hat t he gr owi ng

atrength of American heaPy bombardment wae directed through the
99

summer months preceding the Libyea Campaign.

From t he i r Levant i ne ba s e s , t he Amer i can bomber s al so s t  cu ck

at port inatellations, warehouses, aad. sh
ipping in harbors. In addition

to Navarino Be y, these far-flung targete included the Coriath Canal

and other pleces in ( reece, Candia and 9uda Bay in Crete, and 8enghazi

and Tobruk i n Liby a,, wi t h ape c i al t r i ps t o Mer aa Ma t r  th , 91di Bar rani ,

e nd the Bardia Road, Toward the end of the summer ths bombardnent to

, which both Tobruk and Benghazi were subjected, finally became so hea yy

that coavoys which aucceaded in running the blockade stood little chaaceR 
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• of unl.oa
ding their cargoea. This state of affairs eventually forcad

the Germans to resort to the use of air transport from Crete for eappl,y-

ing their armies in Egypt---a etep which was refl ected in the adding
  100

of l ial eme g i r dr ome t o t he hea  r bomber s   l i e t of t ar get a.

When the hea  bombere of the USAMEA 'first began combat operations

in the Middla  ast, the weather had presented no problem, for during

the summer clear akies, e celleat visibility, and light winda had

prs siled throughout the area of operations. With the approech of

autumn, hoaever, there was need for a forecaeting service which would

f irnish weather information to the tvo heavy bomber groups Btationed

in Paleatine.
Tbe weather officera of both vnits pla ned for its

establishment at the earlieat practicable date. Mea,nrrhile, the

Palestine Meteorological Service and the Senior Meteorological Officer

o f t he Rd  ' i n t he Mi ddl e Ea s t gav e va l ua bl e a s s i s t anc e by suppl y i ng

climatologica,].
data. In September, when, through lack of peraonnel and

equipment, it etill seemed imposeible to organize a IInited States

weather s®rvice, the BAF mo ed one of its forecasting statione to

8amleh, in Pal,estine.
Ss a result of repeated requests for men and

materie,l, there begaa to trickle in enough weather personael and equip•-

ment for the opening of a forecaet atation and two observer atations

in Palestine, in October.
1'he former was attache8 to the 98th Bombard -

,
ment C roup, and the latter were placed at emergency landing Yields,

while the BAF station at $amleh contiaued to sapply wee.ther reporta to
• 101

the Pirst Provisional aroup (soon the 376th Bombardment Group).
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• In early September a diecuesion regarding the rate of employment

of &ner i can heavy bomber a ead t he k i nda of t ar get ag ai net whi c h t hey

  should operate h,ad shown the aeed for an organization that vould

supervise the acti4ity of the two heaPy bomber units. It these were

to be u aed to greatest advantage, it was obvious that they ehould operate

under misaion-type ordera. Iaasatuch as the 98th and tha First Provisional

aroap s made up f our- f i f t he of t he heavy bomber f or ce i n. t he Mi ddl e $ s s t ,

and  merican combat commaadere were more experieaced ia the ha.u l
iag of

these heavy bombere than rrere the British, it seemed fittiag that the

operationsa, control of   1 heavy-bombsrdment aircraft 1n the theater
102

shnuld be placed uader th e commaading general of the gmerican air force.

a euggestioa to this effect, and subsequent negotiations with the BA ',

r e sul t ed i n t he nct i v at i oa of t he Bomber Commarld , USAMBA  ', i n Cai ro , on
103

12 October. While the command was atill teking shape, its striking

force wsa eugmented by the addition of No. 160 Sa_na
droa (8bB'), which

alao was to be atationed .
ia the Canal area. The allocation of this

Br i t i s h ua i t t o t he Bomber Command f or op er at i oa a  . p ur po s e s ara e a

logical step, fcr the eaue dron xas equipped with Liberators, and

originally had beea part of No. 159 Squadron (RAF), which had opersted

in the theater during the sumamer. The confidence shown by the commaading

officer of the RAF in placing thie equadson with an outstanding war

' recard under American coatrol was much appreciated by Lieneral Breretoa,

who gave a aevr anc e t hat a1.1 org ani za t i ons of hi s a i r f or ce woul d c oopera t e
, 104

in the furtheraaoe of their commoa endeavor.
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The per 8oane l f or t he nucl ear s t af f of t he EomDe r Coamnaad wer e

•
deri9ed from various organisatione in the Middle Last,

Col.
(soon

' 105
Brig,

Gen,
) Patrick W

.
Timberlake, senior operatioasl officer at

• General Breretoa s headquarters, became comme nding officer of the nnit,

and the small operational ataff that had been working with No. 20b aroup

(B!C?') x as t r anef er r ed i nt o t he Bomber Commaad a s t he 4 -3 Sec t i on , wi t h
106

Ma , lllbert F, Kalberer still in charge, Lt. Col. Donald Beiser,

xho had come to the Middle  1ast bv way of the Philippines, Japa, and  o•r
I ndi a , a s sume d t he dnt i e s of t he ahi ef of s t af f , whi l e Ma,'j . Hor ace

M.   ade , a member of t he   'i r e t Pr o  i si oaal Gr ovq  and of t he f ormer

Brereton Detachment, directed the   -2 Section, and Lt, Carter Glass III,
108

of t he 96 t h Gr oup , r epr e s ent ed t he Si g nal  3or ps , l l t hovgh seia7.l ,

the organization had a compactness Nhich facilitated mobilitf of action,

and it beasfitsd greatly fron the fact that ite seational heads were

draxa fron operationsl groupe and had had previous e cperien ce
in vork-

ing together,

Because of the natnre of operations in the Middle East, it was

inpossibl• for the eatire Eomber Comma.n
d to operate under one roof,

and coa s e que nt l
,y par t of i t ( t he commandi ng of f i cer , t he abi e f oY

at af f , t he g ener al s t af f , and a f ex spe c i al s t af f of f i cer s ) va.

stationed in Cairo, xhile the remainder of the statf aad most af th0

enlisted personnel xere lacated at Isnailia, In Caira, the Bomber

: Commaa d had of f i c e s i n t he s a ae bu i l di ng t hat hous ed t he B, 8' bli ddl s

_ East Headqusrters--an arrangement Yhich furthered the close cooperatioa
'

betweea the txo orgaaizatioas, dll information which pertaiaed to the

s el ec t i on of t arg e t s and t he pl anni ng of r ai ds r a s f vr ai s he d by t he

.
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British. Every day General Timberlake consulted the Senior Air
•

Staff Officer (8AF) regarding the ob ective of the neat mission.

Data on the target itself and ite air 8nd ground defenses xere   pplied

by t he 1lr 2 Se c t i on. Wi t h t hi s mat er i al i n hand , A.-3 pr epar ed t he

det a i l s of t he oper a t i on, and Si gnal s coded and di spa t ched t he orde r

to the groupe in Palestine. Upon completion of the mission, the aroup

Intelligence officera telegraphed the resul.ts to the Bomber Comnnand,

whe r e a ?f   -hour wat ch was mai a t al ned . Thi s r epor t  ra.s t hen c ondaneed

into an operational ecnmmery, which was miateographsd and made rea y for
109

distribution sarly the neat moraing. Arrengements gnch as these

enabled the two bomber groupa to operate under their ordn control,  rith

only etratsgic directioa from the British,
Their position was therefore

s omexhat di f f er ent f r om t hat of t he 57t h   'i gh t er and 1 2t h Bombardment

t roups which he.d been placed under the tactical control of the HAB.

From the time of the arrival of the Halverson Detacbment tn  g,yp
t

in Juns, the eaploite of the heavy-bomber crews had attracted so much

attention that there was a natural tendency to coasider the part of

th® United states in.
the 16orth African campaign as pnrely a heavy-bomber

role. In a sense, that point of view was correct, for ths Middte  ast

ha.d proved an eacellent field for testiag the effeotiveneos of long•-range

bombardment.
The activitles of the Flying Fortresses end Ziberators

r epr e s e nt ed onl y one a spect of t he A aer i can coa t r i but i on t o   ii ddl e

.
 astera combat operations, however,

while the 98th Bombardment aad

• Firat Provisional aroups were carrying out missioas which captnred the

popular imagination, the 5?th Fighter f roup and the 12th Bombar8ment
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Group, Medium, xere engaged in the performeace of eatremel,y useful,
•

but lesa spectacular, taska.

The aecessity for fighter pilots to aca
_
uire operational experieace

  prior to their entrance into combat had.sen
t the three squadroas of

the 57th 1'ighter Group into the desert for a period of training upon

their arrival in Palestine, Ovring, hovever, to the limit®d time

available for orientation in the theater, it had been decided, after

cons u].t at i on xi t h E  .F of f i cer e , t hat t hi s pr oc e s s coul d be ac coatpl i shed

- most eapeditiously by having a11 pilots of the 57th Group fly combat
110

missions with British and South African squadrons. This policy for

orientation was soon pnt into effect, for at the very end of Anguet

Marshal Bommel lauached aa offensive against the  1  1
.ame

in line, vhich
111

had been more or less stable eince Jul r. 'i'his attempt, xhich vas to

prove the last serious threat to F ypt, resulted in 5 days of hard

Pighting. Du ring thia engagement, P-40 s of the 57th Group flew with

BA  ' g i t t y haxk s f  irn i s hi ng f i glit er pr ot ec t i on f or t he bomber slnit t l e

service. The syatema tic eecorting of one mi9sion after another was s

good introduction to combat operations, for great efficiency xas achieved

as the fighters  oined the light bombers in a rendezvous over the field,

and then accompanied them into the desert, where their attaake were

directed ma.inly against columns of tracks bringing up gasoline aud
112

r e i nf or cement s f or t he s t r i k i ng f or ce of enemy t e,nk s aa d i nf ant ry .

i Vhe n 41 1 i ed pl ans f or t he f al l of f ens i v e wer e be i ng made , i t ti+a e

  decided tbat the entire b7th Group should be asaembled at Landiag

f  r onnd 1 74 , abou t 35 mi l e s s out hwe s t of A7.ea andr i a . He r e t he groupt .  .._,    j 
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• aould serve a$ an air force reserve during the weeks of preparation,

and in aacordance with thia plen, e11 uaits of the group were cvneolidated
113

at t hi e f i r s t Amer i c an a i rdr ome i n t he We s t er n De s er t on 1 6 Sept embe r .

Si nce t he 57t h G  coup t ook part i n onl y an oc ca s i onal mi s s i oa dur i ng t ha

l ul l wh i c h f ol l owe d   iar shal Rommel   s abor t i 9 e a t t ack on t he El Al ame i n

liue, late September aud early October were spent largely in trainiag

flights. Some af these were conducted by Mo. 239 Wing, aa 8AF $ittyy-

hawk unit stationed in the neighborhood. In fact, it was from this

orgaaization that the 66th Squadron learned the value of flying in

"sisse,
" a formation which permitted greater flu.

idity than the pattern

of "f onr s " vhi c h t hey had f l own wi t h  to. 23 3 Wi ng , and whi ch was u s ed

by the other two sauadrong of the group. Ite adoptioa by the 66th

Sqtua,dron occasioned g good deal of diecuseion among other members of

the group, but before long thia formatioa was generally acceloted as

eatisfaatory and proved to be oae which the 66th Squadron retained
314

throughout the eneuing caaipaign.

Upon arri4ing in the de4ert, the 57th Fighter Qroup found that

all pAI+'fighter nnits were completely mobile, aad consequently every

maa had a place to ride. Owing to the loas of shipe carrying trucks,

i t wa s onl y af t er s ome di f f i cul ty t hat t he 57t h t r oup xa s pr ov i ded ,

i n Sept ember , x i t h t r aa sp or t at i on of t hi e k i ad. 47.1 un i t s of t he gr oap

. could thea be transferred from one locality to e.nother vithin 2 or 3

hours. In the absence of track compaaleB, a mecban.
ic, a crew chieP,

•

.ven a cook, rraa sometieues used as a truck driver. Ia their spare time,

after the move was completed and the airplaaes were dispersed, these
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men worked oa their machines. Their efficiency was shown by the

•
fact that up to the time Benghazi  raa reached, not a single truck had

llfi
beea towed,

y Since, for aome time, the 57th Fighter t roup--as well as the

two heavy bombardment groups- -had been operating from landing grounds

in Slgypt, and coneequently at conaiderable diataace from their main

ba se ia Pa,a,es
tine, it had been neceesary for the 8AF to perform mnch

of the granad maintenance for theee squadrons. The continuaace of

such a,n arrangement seemed advisable until such time as the Aaaerican

ai r f or c e was capabl e of a s swai ng t hi s r e eponai b i l i t y f or i t eel f .

The evails.bil
ity of a large number of ground personnel in the combat

naits, howe4er, now appeared to make posaible the assumption of first-

echelon maintenance. Such a step xas highly desirable, in that relief

  from this sort of respoaeibillty would free Britieh personnel for

the enlarge©ent of base facilities and repaly depota, for which they

were especially well fitted. Meanvrhile, strenuona effort was made

to fttrther the self eufficieaoy of the Americaa units and to provide

personnel and materiel for RAF nnits giving technicaZ as8ietance to

the US  AF. Closest cooperation between the American Air Service

Commaad aad that of tbe Rl  `was maintain ad, especially in the forward

areas, where it wae sometimes difficult to separate one from the
116

ot her ,
. On 6 Oc t ober t hs 66t h Squ,a.dr on wa s a.t t ached , f or oper at i onal

11?
,

purposes, to No. 239 King, vhich wae prepared to go forward ia the

e4ent of an advaace, while the ramaining two sauadrons of the 57th

i L i i
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• Qroup , the 64th and 65th, formed a separate wing under the operational

.
cont r ol of ,do. 211 Gr oup of t he g P  , t he e au i val ent of an AAF v in.g .

With the addition of other pilots to the American sauadrons, it wae

found advisable to form a second RAF fighter-control organization, and

as a result,  To. 212 Graup came into e=istence. With two mobile fighter

,gr oup s i n t he Wa s t er n I3e s er t Command, i t we.s now po s s i bl e t o t r ans f er

one of them to some other section of operatioas at once, if there were
118

ne ed.

The ac t ual coor di nat i on of gaae r i can t a ct i c al un i t s wi t h t he $AF'

aas facilitated by the activation of the U. S. Desert gir Task Force,

about 2 weeks later (22 October). This force, of which General Brereton

wa s per s one l .l   r i a command, wi t h Br i g . Gen. Auby St r i ckl s ad a s hi e ch i e f

of at af f , ma i n t ai ned a emal l $t af f at Br i t i sh tsdvanc e Ai r Headqua rt e r e

in the Western Desert, in order that they might gain ezperience in the

control of air forces in the field, and also might represent gmerican

intereat there. At the time of its establishment, the Desert Taak

Force coneieted of only two unfte--the 57th Fighter Jroup and the 12th

Bombardment Group, which had arriPed in the theater severa? months

earlier. A]
.
though both of these units were attached to the   'for

operation2l purposes and took their places in its organization as winge,

their orders were issued by General Brereton, on the basis of action

-
,

r e que s t e d b r Ai r Vi c e i iar s ha.l. Si r Ar t hw c Coni ngham, at a da i l y morn i ng

conf er enc e r egar di ng operat i ons . Thi a arr aagement enabl ed t hs Uni t e b
•

States conmiand to retain administrative control of its units and
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brought eacelleat results, for the entire Britieh staPf proved most
•

helpful , aad expreeaed generous appreciation of the efforts pat forth
119

by   t he A ner f can s qua.dr ons .

  The a.ir phaae of the Battle of Egypt opened on 20 October, with

t he t wo- f ol d ob  e ct of gai a i ng ma s t ery of t he a i r , and of s of t eni ag
120

up the ene qy by hsraaein.g
his linee of communications. By that

tiate, the 57th Fighter aroup had ceased to be considered a reserve.

In fact, for the preceding 2 weeks mach of ita work had consisted of

eecort duty for light bombera concentrating on the destructioa of

a i r dr ome s at El Daba and Pnka , wher e t he bul k of t he Qera aa sa d

Itallaa fighters were based, and on supply depats and troop concentrations
121

behi nd t he enem,y l i ne s .

The open i ng a s s aul t on t he E].
Al amei n l i ne by t he g rouad f orce a

of the Eighth Ara p, on the aight of 23-24 October, introduced the secoad

phase of the Battle of Egypt, throughout which the 5?th aroup fhrnishred
122

cl o s e cooper at i on by bombi ng and s t raf i ng ara y t ar get +  . I t   ra e

during thie second phase of the Battle of Egypt that the ma or portion

of the German and Italian air force supporting Marshal Rommel was put

out of aa t i on on t he gr ound , part l y a e a r e sul t of a new t ype of f i ght er•-

bomber raid introduced by the 57th aroup. Ey attacking at dawn after

haviag flowa on ths deck a11 the w y to the target, the P-40 e rrould

catch the enen  by surprise and as a conseqneace his grounded plaaes

_
123

suatained eevere damage from bombing and atrafing.

• The t hi r d pha s e of t he Bat t l e of Egypt beg an t o t ake  shap e on

the morning of 3 November, whea B11led reconnaissance aircraft     '    E   " 
;    

,. r ,. 
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r epor t ed t hs t t he vol wne of We st - bound t r af f i c on t he coa s t al road
• 124

bet v ee n El Daba and   ca i ndi ca t ed an eae   y wi t hdr awel . A8 Mar s bal

Rommel t s a.r  y f el l back , t he a i r a t t ack wa.s mai nt a i ned wi t h su oh

' iatensity that a regrou oing of his disorgaaized forces for a stand at

  ka wa s ou t of t he qu e s t i vn . Dur i ng t he campa i gn f r om Bl A].8me i n

t hr oug,h R'r i pol i , t he f i ght er- bomber pl 8y e d a c onsp i c i ou s par t . By

preventing the concentration of (}erman forces and t2at.s precluding the

po as i b l l i t y of t he ene    s hal t i ng or mak i ag a count erat t ack , t hey
125

also he,d a definite influence on ground force tacticg. When,

after 5 November, Rommel s withdrawsl developed iato a rout, a part

of the 5?th aroup  oined selected 9pitfirea aad gittyhawke in harrying

t he r ermaant e of t he A ci s armi ea i n t he i r x e s t ward f l i ght , l  i t h

thia forward movement, the 64th sad 65th gmerican units passed, for

the time being, from the operational control of D1o. 211 Fighter aroup

to that of the recently organized No. 212 Fighter C roup,x
hile the 66th

126
Squadron continued to fly  +ith No. 239 Wing,

The group  s rate af movement throughout the campaign xas ma,de

possible by the maintenance of aircraft, even under the moet adverae

desert conditioas. In the begianing, facilitiea for repair aad upkeep

at the bases were very poor indeed. The depot groupe had little

equipment at hand, and consequently clamored for tools and spare

part e , Larg e p i e ae s , euch a e wi n,gs and s t ab i l
.
i zer s , c oul d be got

from salvage, but small pasts xere obtained vith more difficulty and

• were mtxch more likely to be lost in the sand. Improvisatioa xas

f r e qu ent l y r e s ort ed t o , $ nt .__a ., 
r eat deal was l earned f rom t he Br i t i ah ,

.
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• who had already had considerable experience in desert varfare.

Deepite severe sandetorms and a ehortage of materiel, the record of
12?

.
serviceability for the entire campaign wag slightly abave 72 per cent.

Closely associated with the work of the 57th Graup wae that of

the 12th Bombardment Group, xhich had begun operationa from its bases

at Dev er eoi r and I ema3l i a i n mi d- Au gns t . When Mar shal   el l aunched

his attack on the southern sector of the  1 6lamein line in late

Aagust and early Septamber, more than a dozen planes from the various

equad.rons of the group were aent into the deeert to cooperate with

RAF' a.nd SAAF l i ght bombe r s i n p ou nd 3a g ea en y t ang and t r anepor t

c oncea t r at i oa s i n t h e De i r 3 1 Rag i l ar ea . The e i f or t of t h e 8 - 25   e at

t h i a s t age c ou l d no t b e very ex t ens i v e , f or t he at r eng t h of t h e de t a.ch -

ment wa s oxt  .y t ha t of a t oken f o rce . Yet t h e t4i t ch el l s oper at ed at

maaimum capacity, with the loas of only one pleae, and the eacellence

of t h e i r pe r f ormea c e won f or t h e i r cr ears a me s s ag e of congr at u l at i on
128

from Air qice Marshal.
Coniaghem, the oir Officer Commanding.

During the pre-offensive period, the 12th Bombardment Graup

participated in the repeated attacks on the enemy s advanced airdromes

at  1 Daba, Fuka, and Sidi 8aneish--raida which were most effeative in

l i mi t i n g t h e ea ec y   e a i r e f +or t b ot h b ef or e an d a f t er t he   i gh t h A,rm,9
129

launched ite assault, Abont the middle of Octaber, hovrever, the

  12th aroup received orders to move from Deversoir and Ismailia to

Za nd i n g t  r ou nd 88 , k hi ch was l oc a.t ed s ome 50 mi l e s b ehi n d t he f r on t
•

ines L of tran ortation for the entire rou neceasitated the1 . ack sp g P

l i  
      r
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reduction of equadrOIIS to 200 officers and men--a figure r hich
•

allotted 15 combat crews, and an essential number of mainteneace men,

armorera, housakeeping personnel, an.d a very smah headquarters to

  each unit. On account of the cnrtailment of staff, a11 edministrative

work, in both the groul  and the aquadrvna, was done at the rear base

wher e t he re s t of t he gr oup r emia i ned unt i l t he end of November , whea
130

they, too, moved to Landing 4rovnd 88.

In the reorganizatioa which preceded the Eighth Ar y s affensive

on 23 October, the 12th Bombardment ( roup, like the 57th Fighter Group,

becaaae a part of the U. S. Desert Air Task Force. In order to

facilitate operations still further, the 8-25 squadroas were abeorb®d

into the British light-bomber effort, formin.g, with a squadron of
1 3 1

Bal t i iaor e s , iTo . 232 '  i ng ( RAI+') . Dnr i ng t he 8 at t l e of   I. Al amei n ,

the 8-25 8 xere employed in the light-bomber shuttle eervice, aad

flew from five to ten mission$ a day over the front lines. In additioa

to troap and truck coacentrations, the targets Mere advanced landing

fields, Mersa Matruh , and Qhazal. For moat of these missiona a large

part of the eacort was F arnished b  the 5?th Fighter Group, and most

effective protection it was, too, for dnring the campaign no bomber
132

rra s l o s t t hr ough e nemy f i ght er a c t i v i t y .

The forward ligbt-bomber control, comprising an operations officer

and hie assisteat, an arm  liaison officer from tha Fig,
hth Army, and

.
such clerks as  oere needed, made up the operational eection of the

, Advanced Air Headqu,artera.
By working with the Advauced  'ighter

Control of No. 211 Group, this organizatioa brought about close

.  -_, ,  ,,            .
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cooperetion between the two units, and, as a conaequence, both
•

fighter and bomber operations were maintained at meximum iatensity.

Whenever it xas poesible, the bombing schedul.e was pre-planned, for

  otherwise the airplanes could not be used to fullest advantage. The

list of targets that the Arqy xished to have attaeked on the following

8a  was drawn up and sent to the Advanced Air Headquarters, xhich was

located conveniently near the heado_uas
ters of the Eighth  rm,Y.

After

giving caraful consideration to the matter, the operations officer

decided xhich objectives wou13 be bombed, and then consulted the

group controller of the fighters to learn whether the necesesry escort

could be provided. On the basis of this conference final arraagements

xere mads,

Each morning the Liaison Officer from the Eighth Arm  gave the

sqv,adron crews a complete regort of th® latest military situstion,

and told them whet the Arm,y
intended to do that dey. In this way ,

the airmen were kept informed of the ea8,ct position of the forward

troops, e.ad h ex just where the mast recent bomb lines xere draxn.

In working in such close co? laboration with the AraLv, iaformation of

this gort was of vital impvrtance, for in a good mar y instances

targets were only a quarter or a half-©ile in front of the British
133

t roop s , T}ae s e pa i ns t ak i ng ef f or t s t o ke ep gr ound and a i .r f or ce s

in touch with each other, and to aca_u
aint them with the part whieh

.
each was to pla,Y, accounted in large measure fvr the euccess of their

- cooper a.t i v e endeavor . Wi t hi n t he ai r arm i t s el f , good r el at i one be t w een
_

the British aad American forcea were a1.so
foetered b  the fa.ct that the

 
h l .: l .J
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We st er n De se r t Ai r For c e u sual l y   ev wha t i t tiraut ed t o do , aa d horr
•

to achieve its ob ective. Ss a resnlt of thia definiteness of pnrpose,
1 34

it never indulged in useless missione.

I f , i n t he conr s e of t he day , t he Pi ght h Armir f ound i t s el f hel d

up at s ome pl ac e bq an enem r gun po s i t i on, a t ank conc ent r at i on , or

an,y other ench stron  point, it wauld ask that a given number of

bombers be sent by x y of a$sistance. This reaueat would come down

throv,g
h the Tactical Bomber Control to aroup Intelligence, aad 

thea

to Squ e.dron
Int®lligence, which would then brief the men going oa

the mis8lon. Briefinge xere a.ttended by the entire crew, becanse it

we s considered essential that each member of the unit ahould nnder-

s t and t he na t ur e of t he a s e i grmnent . A].1 pas t i cv ].e r s concera i ng t he

ar ea wer 0 gi v en , i ac l udi ng enemqy g u i l ocat i ons aad a ck- ack po s i t i ons ,

The standsrd character of maa,y operations oftea made the repetition

of details unaeceasary at each eession, bnt the bombing speed ead

the bombing altitude were changed frequentlq, aad attention wae also

pa i d t o t he ea ac t p i nrpo i nt i ng of t he t ar get . S i nce t he B- ?5 was

no t heav i l ,y armed , aad t her ef o re coul d not ope rat e wi t hout f i ght er-

protection, considerable amphaBis was placed upoa the precise altitnd,e

and time of rsndezvous with the fighter pl8nes- a precaution which

was most essential, for often sevaral bomber formatioas wauld bs pic  -

i ng up f i g  t er e s cor t e i n t he s ame ar ea , at appr oa i mat el y t he seme
  135

hour .
• The large nnmber of dailq IDissions ran by the 12th Bombardment

Q toup during the Battle of  1 6lsmein should be attributed partlq to
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ths efficienag of the ground echeloa, which had developed a dtecipline
•

comparable, in sffectivenese, to that of the air echelon. In e£ ch

squadron there were certain men who did nothing but ref teling, and

others whose duty coneisted entirely in the loading of bombs. By

coordinating these operatione it was possible to reservice aaci reload

a t l i ght of pl ane s i n a r emarkdbl   t ahor t per i od- - on occ a s i on , a s l i t t l e

ae 22 mim ites from the time of landing and taaiing to the dispersal

arae . That waB a ahorter interval than was needed to interrogate the
13fi

combst crewg, to brief them, aad to get them back to their plsnes.

The 8- 25   e cont i nued t o cooper at e wi t h t he Bo s t on$ ancl Bal t i -
13?

mores in bombing the Azis columns until 6 Noveanber. After the

  l   l ame i a l i ne had beea brokea t hr ov gh , t he r a.p i d advance of t he

Eighth Axmay soon carried the battlefield beyond the range of the

B-25 bases. Since suitable targets were aot again available until

December, the intervening time was apent in training miesions, with

apecial eaaphasie on navigational flighta, aight landings, and aerial
136

gunaerg, for e ample. The period was a most profitable one, for,

in addition, e rperiments were msde in equipping the 8..25 with wing

bomb racke, a modification which enabled it to do the work of several
1  9

Bostons. When the fighting hsd been csrried beyond the B1 eghefla

positions, the biitch®lls moved forward and took up an estimated one-third
140

of t he medi wo- - F.nd l i gh t - bomber t a sk .

The current progress of the Egyptisa campaign had given rise

, to the hope that the vigor of the war in North 9frica might force

the withdrawel of German nnits fro m  urope. Deapite Soviet snccessea

1 L
   

y
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of the previous year, the situation on the Eastern  hiropean front
 

was very serious iadeed, for a (}erman victory there eee med dependent

upon t he ab i l i t y o f t he DTa zi armi e s t o deal a crn sh i ag bl ow t v t he

Soviet Union in the courge of the next 12 months. Repeated demaada

for a eecond front in  uropq reflected the anaiety of her leaders,

while the divereion of British and American equi  tent to the U.S.S.R.

in the face of the urgent requiremente of other areae shoyed the

importa,nce of that theater to the caa ae of the United Batians, Through-

out the summer of 1942, the Qerman driPe toward the Dolga and the

Cauca su s had l oomed l arge i n t he gl obal at r nggl e . I f su cce e s f ul , su ch

a thrust prvbably would make posaible the seizure and eaploitation of

the oil resources of Baku, a tempting proapect to aa eneaqr whose need

f or f   el wa s gr owi n.g at ead i l y mor e acut e , St rat egi cal l y , t oo , t he

coa ane s t of t h i s r egi on woul d of f e r ma  or adv ant age e , b[a.at ery of t ha

Black Sea, aecured by a southward $weep from Hoatov to the Cancasas,

woul d open wat er l ane e of co  aun i cat i on , and a f oot hol d on t he l and

br i dg e bet we en 8 ur ope aad As i e. araul d i ncr ea s e eubs t ant i el l y C ermar y   s

chances of a dri e through Egypt, for the dominatioa of the Middle

  s at .

I t wa a t o t hwar t pl ana of t hi s s or t t ha.t P ir . Chnr chi l l had agr ee d

to send an air task force to Transcaucaaia, as e complement to the

3oviet effort there--ea obligation which he had undertaken eeveral

.
months earlier. In faat, British concern over the diversion of the

• 33d Fighter O roup, and the temporary shortage of fighter sircraft in

the Middle  ast, h8d beea occasioned partly by the need for me.tiag

           

     
        R 1  11 f   .
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141
• this promise, As an American contribution to the air force for the

Cau ca su s , i t h +d be s a pr opo s ed t hat t he Uni t ed St at e e f urni s h t wo un f t a

.
by the begianing oP 1943--one, a transvort group from the United Ste.tes,

and the other, a highl  mobile, heavy bombardment group organized in
142

the Middle  ast, in so far as possible.

By way of implementing this plan, t eneral Brereton was notified

by General Msr s hal .l be f or e t he mi ddl e of Oct ober t ha t f r om eurpl us

personnel, aircraft, and equipment within his commsnd, supplemented by

additions eufficient to complets the unit, he should create the 3?6th

Heavy Bombardment ( roup, composed of a headquartera squadron, and fonr
143

tactical squadrons designated 512 to 515 iaclusively. Th e carrying

out af this order involved the reorgaaize.tion of the First Provisionsl

Group , which General Brereton had hoped, for some tia e, to establish
144

on B more permanent basis. By the enti of the month, the neceasarg

changes hs l been effected, a.nd as a conseqaence the 376th Group waa
145

a ct i vat ed i n t he e ar l p morn i ag hov r a of 1 l ovemb er , l a rge l y t t̀ a n

the air echelons of what had been originally the Halvereoa aad 8reraton

Detachmente. Provfsion for the minimum number oP ground crews required

for operation$ had been made, howe4er, only at the eacpenee of other

groupg, and sdditional personnel would therefore be needed to remea,y
146

the situation. The new group was commanded by Col. George F.

• McQuire, who had taken charge of the First Provisional Gronp soon

after Colonel Halverson s retnrn to the Qnited States at the beginning
,

14?
of Augu st. Siace the combined gnglo- American air force intended

   , E  J1 , 
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for Transcaucasia ti+as not to take shape for some weeks, the 376th
.

Group continued to operate in the theater much as ha.d the  'irat

Provieional ( roup, with this difference, that ePentually its air-
148

' cr af t woul d cone i s t of 8 ..24   a onl y . Whi l e t hi e r eorgani zat i on

was taking place, it had been decided that a mission rrith  oint

r epr e s ent at i oa ahav l .d be s ent f r oan t he bii ddl e   as t t o  do s cow, i n

order to $ettle the operational role of the Anglo American air

force, aad to make arraagements for the operational and logistical
149

f ac i l i t i e s needed on a f r ont i n t he Cauca su s .

I n t he mean t i me , t he di s ra p t i on of t he H1 A7.ame i n l i ne aa d t ha

wi t hdr awP,], of Mar shal l  mael =s a  nni e s ear l y i n Noveanber Yiad f o r ced

the 4erman bombero eo far to the r est that they no longer cone ituted

a threat to Eg,yp
tian airdromes. The r®moval of this menscs ma,ds

po as i bl e t he s hi f t i ng of t he H..1 7   s and 8- 24   s f rom t he Y evaat t o
150

the Delta area. The 3?6th ( roup, the first of the bombardmeat

uni t s t o be t ranaf er r ed , l a f t I  rdda on 7 Nov ember and waa e s t abl i s he d

2 d  rs l at er on t he san c  y s t r e t che s of Sbu 3t  e i r , a Kel l - e qu i ppe d

desert base which the 8AB had placed at ita dispos l. By 13 bTovember,

t he 98 t h t roup al s o wa e l o cat ed i n t he Cana1 di s t r i c t - --Gr oup Headt

quartere and the 345th and 416th Squa3rone having moved from flamat

Dav i d t o Ll .
g abr i t , and. t he 343d ea d 34 4t h Squadr one f r om St . J ean d  

dcre to Fe,yid.
About the same time, No. 160 Squadron (8AB') from Aqir

. 151
took up its station at Shaadur.

r Tra.nsferal of the heavy bombardment groups to Egypt eutomatically
_

resu].te
d in the decisian to bring the 323d 5ervica Group to the Cana1
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are a t oo . Si nce t h i e u n i t rra s t o ac t a s aa e d.v anc ed depot i n suippor t
•

of the Desert  ,ir Task Bbrce, a pert of the gronp moved to the nax

desert base at LBading around 174 aoon after the openiag of the October

of f ens i v e , and t he r em ai ni ag ae ct i ons f ol l owed a t t he end of Bov ember .

9upport for the txo heavy bombardment groupa was anpplied by esrvice

unite xhich had  ust reached the theater. Dele,y in the deliTery of

eqn i p®ent pr ev ent ed t he s e   roup a f r om beg i nn i ng t o f  inc t l oa i maoedi at e],p ,

but t he i r per s o  e l wer e d i st r i bnt ed t o v ar i oua st at i ons- - t ho s e of t hs

306t h f r oup x er e a s s i gned t o t he 98t h Bomber ament O r oitp at Fb~y i d and

  il Sa br i t , and t hoee of t hs 315t h, t o t he 376t h Bombardment Li rovp at

Abu 9ueir. The arri4sl of an aviation compa  r of military police at

the same time made poseible the f rnishing of protectioa to these
  s2

graups. Secnrity mea,enres xere very essential, for there was alrvs,ys

dang er f rom sabot ag e , and i n pr ec edi ng mont hs t he l ack of pol i ce had

necessitated, oa occasion, the use of akill®d personnel for the gn ard -

i ng of i n st aZl at i oa s , I n v i ew of t he l eng t h of t i me r e qu f r ed t o t r a 
153

a machsaic, an e=pedient of this sort proved most uneconomical.

The graater degree of self-safficieacy xhich the IISA  F attained

f r om day t o day xa s at t r i bnt abl e , i n p art , t o i t s ab i l i t y t o t ake

control of its own suppilea, an arran,gement made posaible by the

placing of the 26th Depot 4roup at Deversair, on the Srnez Qeaa,l.

De spf.t e t he ad.v ant ag e s of t hi s l oca t i on , i t xa s under $t ood t hat t he

choioe of site for the air depot vrould be determined b  the de.elop-
l54 • 

a ent of aommwai cat i ons t o t he x e at ,

When t he heavy E t , t he weat her f o re cas t

,
  !` ;,   :.,  ,. ,   .
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station was transferred to Fayid, where its responsibility consisted
•

ia providiag weather reports for both of the heavy bombardment groups.

For parposes of obBervatlon, four stations were eetabliahed at emergeacy

  landing fielda in the Cana1 area, and from these posts weather reports

were eachanged every hour during a mission. Owing, however, to the

sma11 m vnber of surface reports received aad the limited areas covered,

only meager in ormation was available to the local station. As a

consequence, its forecaets lacked the accuracy required for carrving

out successful raids far behind.the eaemy linea, In Sn attempt to

improve the quality of these reporta, a careful etudy of the weather

charts prepared by the RAF at their centra  weather station in Ca.iro

wae made, and twice every day forecaeta were sent to the A 3 otYicer of

t he USAN  ', who s chedul ed or c anc el ed mi s s i on s ac cor di ng],y . Thi s

practice brought about a substantisl reduction in the number oY miasion

failures attributable to bad weather. Until the establis  nent of a

United Statea weather central e.t Cairo ia Janv,.ary, the fuaction of the

forecast station at Fayid, aad that of a subsidiary atation soon to

be located at the advsnce vperational base near Tobruk, beaame one of
155

briefiag crews with weather forecaste drawn up by the Britieh in Cairo.

While these operational changea were in prograss, 4eneral Brereton s

administra.tive organization had gradually asenmed fuller form. I 'rom

time to time, officers had been added to hi$ staff in recent months,

and on 2 November the adveace unit of an air force Headquarters sad
156

• Headquartere Squadron had reached Egypt, Although the AAF'organizations

in the theater xere still operating under the designation of U. S. army
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l[iddle Eaat Air Foras, orders ahowed the aaaignmant ot individual

  ot f i oe r a t o t he "Ni nt h Ai r Force . " Si ace t he rs was Ps ar t hat t he . -

aont i r uat i on of auch a pract i ce mi glat re aul t i n cont uai on, t he 3m-
157

,   eedi at e act i vat i oa of t l  e ai r f or ce was urge d. Tbi s s t . p  ras not

• aao qpl i shs d unt i l 12 Nov+ember . On t hat da y , Lt . Gen . Fraok 1G Andrews ,

who recent ] y had repl ace d General Ma orel l aa commaader of t he U.S . Ar 

Forcea in the l[iddle Eaat  announced the establiahment oY the Ninth Air
158

Forae , uuder t he comaaaad ot Gea sral Breret on.

Despi t e t he f act t hat t hs nex or gani zat i on snpsr aeded t he USAi  AF,

and hence embraosd all ths American air forvea in the l[iddle  ast, it

still nseded both units and equipment--a laak canaed, in lsrge measure,

by th. shortage of ahipping faailitisa. Lats in Oatobsr,ths air sohelon

ot the 79th Fighter Gr oup haud croased to A rica by air. APtsr being

furniahed  ith aircraft in th® theater, it reached Cairo ou 2 No .ember

and pro ptly 3oined the 57th Group in the Weatern Deaert. The grovna d

unita came by ahip 10 da ya later. 1 e arrival of this group a d the

coming ot a aubatantial portion of the 3?1+th Fig ter ( oup, ust
betore

Christmas, did much to relieve thB fighter aituation, trhich had gire a

such cancern to the British in September. Althovgh a nvmber ot unita

trithia the Niuth Air Force eere belo  authori$ed atrength, one ot the

moat prononncsd deticiences was the abaence of adequate administrative

  ataffs Yor the co ,oaade. The Headqu,artera and Hesdquartera Squsdrona

' of the Air 3ervice and F3,g
htor Cammanda did not reach North Atrica until

aYt er t he mi ddl a o t D. aembs r 19l,.2 and • arl y February 19l 3 , re aps cLi tre ] ,4 ,  •

ehils that of the Ninth Air Foroe itself wae not aamplete until 22 D.ces-

ber ,  rhen t }  Raar Det achmsnt ot t hs uni t rras merge d xi t h t he Advanoe

1
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159

• Hchalon which had baen in Cairo for almost 6 weeke. The Bomber

Command was more fortunate. On 12 November, Brig, den. Pdtrick W.

Timberlake formally assumed commaad of thie organization e fter tha

announcement of its conatitution, effective 10 govember, had been
160

confirmed on 12 November by the Headmiartera of the Ninth d1r Force.
161

With the rescinding oY thia order 2 waeke 1ater, the actual eatabliehr

meat of the IX Bomber Commsad xa.s delayed until 27 Novem ber. At that

time elemente af the former Bomber Command, USAI   ', vere merged with

the Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron of the 19th Bombardment
1 62

Wing, a uait which had been asaigned to the Ninth 91r Force sad

redesigaated Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, IZ Bomber Command,
163

upon its arrival in tha theater.

Owing to lack of inen and eauiprnent, it had not yet been possible

for the Air Service Commaad to organise aa Air Tranaport Sectioa.

Nevertheleas, some eseential war materials had been deliv ered by a

f err C- 47 Dougl a e pl ane s l oane d t o t he command f or t hi s purpo s e , As

t he demands o f uni t s i a t he f i el d  i ncr ea s ed , t he s e c argo pl aae s , f r om

bases in the Levaat, made round.-trip fl ighte anproximating 1,200 milea
164

a de y . Ds api t e t hi e e f f or t , t he ne eds r e sul t i ng f rom t he sh i f t i ng

of t he bat t l e l i ne v e s t wax d f r om   1   1.ame i n l ed t he Br i t i s h , ear l y i n

bTovember, to request that a larger nnmber of Americea transport planes

.
be brought into ser ice. In the e®ergeacy, it waQ decided that ae

man,y ae 40 cargo airplanee and crewa could be xithdravn temporarily
•

from i eaere,l FitsGer d s commaad for uaa in operations from the Delta
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lss
area, Siace the traasfer of these aircraft from the ATC s Africa 

•
2diddle  ast Wing wonld greatly cripple the mo4ement of supplies

between A.ccra and Cairo, the 316th Troop Carrier aroup, thea in Te .as,

  was ordered to proceed to the Middle East, Thia unit, composed of

(3 roup Headquarters and four aquadrons (the 36th, 37th, 44th ead 45th),

under the command of Col. Jerone B. McCeaaley, was atending in readiness
166

to  oin the Anglo-American aSr force desigaed for the Caucasus.

This circumstance enabled it, with its fi2 freight-carrying pleuea and

a f ul l compl ement of per s ona el , t o s e t of f f or ATOr t h Af r i ca at onc e ,

L pon reaching the ( old Coast, the 44th Squedron was detained at Accra

for 10 da,ys for the performsace of two specisl misaione, but the remainder

of the air echelon arrived in  gypt on 23 to 25 Novemb®r 1942. The

  coming of these squadrona did much to relieve the transport sitnation
167

in the Western Desert, for they began operations almost immediately.

 iee.nwhile, the eatreme ahortage of photog aphic filme showing the

activitlss of the Army Air Forcee in the various theaters of operation

had led to the organization and equipment of motion picture unite.

Until auch time aB one of these conld be made available to the bTinth

Air Force, 3eneral Brereton was notified that a detaehment of siz
168

cameramen, with equipment, would be dispetched to North dfrica.

Dravn from the 2d Combat Camera IInit, this small group formed the

nucleu s of the 9th Combat Camera Unit, which was acti ated in  gypt

on 30 DTovember 1942 bnt operc.ted without a headquarters eection until
169

• 1 Februe.ry of t he f ol l owi ng y ear . A].t hough Ca i r o wa s t he of f i c i al

atation of the organization, members of the unit were located through -

ou t t he D  i nt h Ai r F i n a c ompr ehen ai ve r e cor d 

- w ; : _.
 J  ; ,:,

;s
  - .

  z' . . . .{_u _c r s r   ;r ,     
-

  , y

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

,_ - ; ,   ,,. -- 116
   

.

af air aativitiea in the theater, In a short time, it was ezpected

  that the results of this photographic work rcould prove valuable for

operations in the field and that, in the United States, the pictnres

could be used to advantage for such purposes as training aad pnblic

relations. As soon as the tactical situation was such tY st the effective-

ne es of combat uni t s woul d not be hampered undul  r, t he s e caaaeramea woul d
170

be authori$ed to fly on aerial motion picture missione.

Before the end of the year, two other problems perteSaing to the

theater were eettled. The preference of the Soviet Union Por plane$

  without crews had led to the withdrawal af the proposal far an Anglo--

4 aericaa air force for the Caucasns, on the ground that such an arraage-

ment wonl d l eav e wel l - t r a i aed s qua dr ons wi t haut ai r cr af t at a t i me
1?1

when their services would be badly needed. It wae therefore decided

that the 376th Bombardment C roug, if not eent to Iadia, should remain
1?2

i n t he Mi ddl e   as t f or t he pr e ee nt .

The second question had to do Hith the oeneral problem of

maintenance and repair. Owing to the zeal of Donglae mecbanics, who

had aesisted in the erection of shop facilities aad had und.erta
ken

operations with a small amount of salvaged Ita .
ian machiaery and what-

ev er hand t ool a wer e ava i l s.bl e , i t had. been poas i bl e t o r u,n t h,e C  ur a
173

depot oa a limited ecale for some time, Its retention by the theater

Services of SLipply, however, had been a matter of contention since,

• on principle, it wae believed by the Army Air Force$ that .ll air
174

depote ahould come directly under the Air Service Command. Ia
•

a ccor da nce wi t h t hi e gener al pol i cy , t ho t r an ef er of t he (h,uca depot

 
.
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to the  urisdictioa of the IX Air Service Command was eftected on 23
• 176

December. Under the direction of Col. Harry S. Biahop, who had.
176

recently been appointed commanding officer of the depot, ita useFt l-

  nesa was increasiag. The idea that it should function as a general

depot for  anerican supplies had been abandoned, however, for it was

insu.
fficiently etaffed for such a pro ect, and was now situated too

far to the rear. Desirable as was the pla.n for a central distributing

atation, it was coasidered  aiser under the circumstances,
to concentrate

on the building up of an  American supply and maintenance eystem, capable

of ser4ing American forces and of rendering snpport to the RAF, in aa
17?

emergency. It was Genera .
Brereton s hope that the time would not

be far distant when the logietical organization would be eo well

developed that a etrong air oQfensive could be conducted from  Torth
178

Africa aga3net  urope.

With thia ead in view, the heavy bomber gronpe had concentrated

throughaut the fa11 on the perfection of bombing patterns, and had

succeeded in doubling the effectiveness of their attacks upon maneu9er-
179

iag targete. The result of this iacreased akill was shown on 4

December 1942, when 8-24 s of both the 98th and 376th groups bombed

ehippiag, dock installations, and unita of the Italian fleet in the

harbor of Naples. This attack marked the first of a long series ot

blowe to be struck by American air power against Ita1y proper. In the

logistical atrnggle which both sides were waging, the efforts of the

• Ninth Air Force hereafter yrould be directed not only toward pretre nting

dxis eupplies from being delivered in North AYrica, but toward keeping
180

t hem f r om l e av i ng I t i   i  at .

_
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Chapt er I

1 . C64- I P?* ( 4 -29- 41 )
, Fel l er s t o WD, Ca i r o , 25 4pr i 1 41 . A e i mi l ar

91ew wa$ expreseed b9 Ma,
j, Henry Cabot Lodge in an interview on

? July 1942, in Libya 9910, A.-2 Library.

2. Ltrs., Chief of Materiel Div., to ( en. Brett, 13 and 21 Dec. 1940,
in AAG 210.68. An estimate of tbe use4hlness of such obserYerQ in
Engl aad i s gi v en i n memo f or AC  S, Q - w by C en . Ar nol d, 1 5 J an . 1941 ,
i n AA  210 , 68 . Se e al s o C1 L- I N, Chaaey t o W  , 26 gug . 41 , i n AA4
381. 3,

3. 8egarding the activities of these observers aad the nature of
their misaion, see memo for gC S, C -2 by OCLC, 4 Oct. 1940 and
t el g . , Q en . Bre t t t o C4 aHb AF, Z,angl ey Fl d. , 12 De c . 1 940 , i n
AA(3 20 1,, Dema s T, Craw; at s o i n t erv 3ew wi t h Col . Demas T, Craw,
11 May 1942 , i n tT. S. 9000 , Ar-2 Li b . Col one l Brower   s cont r f but i on
to the sub ect is indicated in a citetion suggested in conaection
wi t h t he awar di ng of t he Leg i on of Mer i t , conf er r ed upon hi m
po s t humous l y . Se e memo f or Ca AAF by 8 r i g . Cien , Edg ar P, $or ens en ,  
N5 Nov . 194 3, i n AaG 201 , t er a  .d

$ . Br ower ,

4, See the President s & idress before the Joint Session af the Coagress,
15 JP  , 1941. See aleo the ate.tement of the Secretary of State
before the Boreign Affairs Committee of the Honse of Representatives
dnring Public Hearings on H, R. 17?6; aad th t of the Secretary of
War before the same committee, on 16 Jan. 1941,

5 . Ddxard R. St e t t i ni u s , J r . ,   g ,
 i - L  = We_a noa  

,Qr Yi c  , 90- 9 2.

6. CM -IN, Fellers to WD, Cairo, 21 June 41; alao his cables of 26 aad
28 May 41; C +I-Ig , Perria to WD, Cairo, 21 June 41, Mr, garl Luader,
a s at , op er at i ons manag er f or PAA. .Af r i ca , Lt d„ a s ar i bed l o s s e s
partly to the method of convoying Tomaha  s and I  rricanes by the
much slower Wellington. As a result, the faster planes had to
throttle back sad circle. They also depeaded e cclusively on the
Wellington for navigation, eo that, if the latter were obliged to
land, they , too, were forced down.

(Memo for Chief of Naval Opns.
. by District Intell. Officer, 3 ND, based on sn interviev rith

garl Lueder, 15 Oct. 1941, in Africa 9000, A..2 Lib,
) This practice

•
* Ma y cabies were unnnmbered at this period.

,  .
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ma s t hav e been modi f i e d l at er , f or , i n speak i ng of t he f e rry i ng of
• P-40 s, Mr. Clark of Curtiss- 7right referred to the Tomahar  e

f l y i ng wi t h al enn Mar t i ng on t he ,jour ney acr o as &f r i ca .
( Beport

from Intell. Div., Office of Nava1 Opns., 15 Oct. 1941, baeed on
a Report of the Middle East Aircraft Situation, with special reference
t o Tomaha wk s , made by a. E. Cl ark of Cur t i s s- ln 'r i ght , 20 Aug . 19 41 ,  i n U. S, 9570 , A.-2 Li b .

) Ac cor di ng t o so ne obs erv er s , t he nvmbe r
of accidents on the traae- frican crossing might have been gubata.ntially
rednced, if the British had organized an efficient ferrq command
when t he r out e was opene d. Fi n21 Repor t of Lt . Lewi s B,  deng t o
AClB, 0. .2, on his trip to Egypt, 3 Oct. 1941 , in II. S. 96?0,

7, Among the first of these officers were Lts. Zewis B
. Meng and

William W, Momyer, who left the United Statee in March 1941 and
remaiaed in the Middle East uatil anguat of that gear. See thefr
r epo r t s t o AC  S, Gr 2 , 3 aa d 6 Oct , 1941 , i n U. S. 95 70 . Al .eo aee
l t r s . , Ma   . E. 8 ,   ,i e s ada t o (3en , Chaney , 1 8 and 22 l tar . 1941 , i n
AA(  210.68, These men were flown across the Pacific to Egypt.
According to their  .nstrnctions, they were to report in Cairo to
the Military lttache, who would put them in touch with the proper
British authorities. It was understood that their aseig mei t xae
to be xith a British tactical unit, ht. Mengts assignment waa to
observe operations and serve as inetrt ctor on the P-40 s being
furnished to the R  '. Zt, Momyer s mission coasisted in renderin.g
a s s i st anc e t o t he  tAP' i n t he ma i nt enanc e sa d a s s embl y of P- 40   s .
Evident3; ' these men xere considered under t3eneral Chaney e
 urisdiction while in the Middle East, for in writing to him on
22 March 1941 , Ma or Quesada says: "You have no doubt received

• warning orders on the eub ect of two officere sad four enliated
men of qour Coaunand, who are to proceed to Cairo for the purpoee
of assisting the British ia the maintenaace of P- 40 s,

N

8 . Tel g . iP 1049 , P i burn t o Bnrng , Cai r o , 1   ug . 41 .

9. Ltr.,
8
, B, G rose (pres, of Lockheed Aircraft Corp.

) to Col. J. M.
Bevans (Dir, of Personnel, Hq dAF), in 8A4 231. 8y the beginniag
of Auguat 1941 there were, in the Middle East, repreaentatives
of alenn Martin, Wright, Curtiss, Ourtisa Propeller, Pratt &
Whi t ney , a.nd Al l i s on. 8ee t el g .   '1049 , Pi burn t o Burna, Cai r o , 1
Aug, 41, The advantage of direct communication betweea these
represeatatives and their companies ia well illuatrated by the
following ea,ample.

 t Port Sudaa, the aAF local orgaaization, ia
reporting a shortage of parts at the asaemblq plant there, was

- obliged to write . or dispatch a message to their headquartere at
ghartoum, which then forwarded the request to RA '$eadquert4ra in
Cairo. F̀rom there it was sent to the U. S, Military attache in

• Cairo, who, in turn, forxarded the message to the proper Ara0.Y
agency in Washingtoa, xhere the problem was referred to the office
conceraed r rith the procurement of planea, and eventually the matter

i ) Y,'  C  T 71 T t '̀  T
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vroul d come t o t he at t ent i on of t he manuf ac tu.r i ng companry . See
• O,N.I, 91, HSurvey of Centrsl Africaa Seaporte and Air R.outea

.
( 2 7 gug . 1 941- 5 J an, 194 2 )

, N 1 35- 1 36.

10 . CM- I N•.4879 t 5- 1 8-   2 )
, Ga3r o t o AG, AMSEG   1110 , pt . 3 , 1 7 May 42 .

The presence of air obses  ers is believed to have contributed
  subataatially to the success of the policy of standardization which

the United States had adopted  rith respect to aircraft aad equip-
ment being sent to the British.

(Memo for A CS,  3 -2, by (}en. Arnold,
15 Jan. 1941 , in AaG 210.68.

) For adoption of the policy, aee
St e t t i ni u s ,   e  ea , 50 - 51 . Si nce t he P- 40 wa s t hs f i r s t pl ane
toward which the Joint Aircraft Committee directed its attention,
the Middl® East profited by this policy.

11, Inter4iew with Peul Carpenter of Ou.r
tise-Wright Corp., Feb. 1942,

in U. S, 9000.

12 . Lt r s „ Maj , E, F, Gi l l e sp i e t o t he Curt i s s- Wri ght Corp . , l b Aug .
1941, ia AAG 000-600, Africa; to J, L. Bunce of I'ratt and 1Vhitney
Aircra t Co., and to W, B. Birren, of Wright Aeroaautics Corp.,
22 Aug . 1941 , i n AAG 2 31 . See al so CI S- I N, Bel l er e t o i tD, Ca i r o ,
21 June 4l .

1 3, Conc ern i ng t he publ i c eanoua cement of t he i r pre s ence i a t he Mi ddl e
Eaet, see memo for Bureau of Pnblic Relations WD by Zt. Col. Arthur
I . 1lnni s ( a t t ached t o B&g , 0 CAC t o Cf A..2 , 2 6 Nov . 1 941 )

, i n l 9l  231 .

14, Ltrs., Ghief of Materiel Div. to Gea. Brett, 13 and 2'1 Dec. 1940,
i n   AQ  210 , 68 ,

1 5. Msg . , Adams t o C0 , Wr i ght Fi e l d , Day t on , 10 J e.n, 41 , i n At G 201 ,
Edwin S. Perrin. Sinc® the material was needed urgently, it was
plaaned that Colonel Brower ehould return to the United State 
 rith the report.

(Memo for Foreiga Liaisoa Offioer, f -2, by
Ma j , E, P, l  ,i e eada , AC Zi a i s on Of f i cer , 6 F'eb. 1941 , i n AAG, 210 . 66 )

.
It was later dacided that Colonel Broaer should remain in the
Mi dcLl e Ea et . Unf or tnns t el y he wa s g i l l ed at Fl . Obe i d, i n t he
Anglo-+Egyptian Suden , on 20 April 1941, while ferrqing to Cairo
en American-made HAF plaae aasembled at Tskoradi. M ega., Bellers
t o '  D, Ca i ro (   1863  

, 21 Apr i l 4l ; Ca i r o (   +1 579 )
, 29 Apr i l 41 , aa d

Ca i r o ( 1 '1 883 )
, 1 Me y 41 . Se e al s o Gen , Br et t   e l e t t er of condol ence ,

t o Mr s . Bro rre r , 23 Apr i l 1941 , i n A ,4 201 , Ger al d E. BroWe   ,

_ 1 6. CM- OUT, I nt el l . Di v . , 2- 8 3 t o t SA, Ca i ro , S Feb . 41 ( at t ached t o 88ax ,
11 Feb, 1941 )

, i n   .AG 2,10. 68 .
• 1 7 , CM_ Ilq, Fel l er e t o WD, Cs 1r o , 8 May s nd 9 June 41 .

1 8 , CN'r- Ili ( 4 -29- 41 )
, Fel l er e t o WD, 25 Apr i l 41 ,

  . .     
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19. The loss of British aeronautical equipment in t3reece was reporLed
• a s 100gb of al l f i ght er pl ane s , 60;  o f al l bomber s , and 9 5  of ai r-
- f or ce gr ound e qu i pment ,

( CM- LT, Fel l er s t o lotD, 34 June 41 .
) At t er

t he f al l of Cret e , t he Br i t i s h wer e obl i g ed t o bu i l d up t he i r ai r
force completely, e.s not more than 75 planes of all sorts and

conditiona are said to have been saved.
(Interviews iri.t

h Zta.- Mer  aad Mon y er , Ai r Obs erv er s i n F gypt , 1 Oct , 1 941 , i n Li by a 9910 ,
d-2 Lib.

) By the end of June, the eituation had taken a turn for
the better. CM.-IN, Fellers to ND, 30 June 41.

Z0 , C2 6- Z1Q, Gea . Lee t o ' + fD, ? Jul y 41 ; i n t erv i ewa wi t h ht s . Meng aad.
Mo  ,}rer , Ct  -I l  , Fe l l er e t o WD, Cai r a , l b June 41 .

21. CM-IN, Fellers to WD, Cairo, 2 May 41.

2,2, In fact, the battle of Crete had revived serious discusBion of the
nscaseity of a military air arm which would ha4e ae ite mission the
un i nt err up t ed , di r e c t s uppor t of gr ovnd t r oop s .

( C t - TbT, a en, Le e
t o '  'D, Zondon , 1 7 June 41 , p er . 5 .

) I n r ecogn i t i on of t hi s ne ed ,
Mr. Churchill, in a speech af 11 June, had stated that ampler
provision far thia kind of cooperation was to be includ®d in the
military program.

(ibid., par. 6; C  -IN, Fellers to WD, Gairo, 4

and 14 Juae 41.
) For Admiral Cunnin ham a revision of opiaion

r egardi ng t he val u e of ai r suppor t , ee e C  i- I N ( f  -1 8- 41 )
, Fe l l e r s t o

WD, Cs i ro , 15 June S l ..
Unl e s a 1 , 0 00 pl ane s wer e r e e e i v ®d i mme di at el y ,

he felt that the Middle East could not be held.

23. Owing to the diatance between airports, this route  ras open only
to lon -range bombers and transporte. Stettinius, Len  Lease,
146.

24 , I b  .d, , 14 5,

25. In 1
.
940; the Cairo-Takoradi ferry route was included in the British

Mi ddl e•  a s t Command. See Mi l i t ary In t el l . Ser v i c e , WD, DTot e s a.
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t ( CamPe.i gn Stu,c  No. 8 ,
30 Jan. 1943.

) A convoy of Blenheime firet used this route in
September 1940. The ferrying organizstion wae later kno rn as the
"Aircraft Deli er3r Unit" and included pilota of mauy aatioas--
British and Dominion, Polish, Yugoslav, and  'ree Frenc h.   F
Mi
_

d  g E  Rg p  i  , No . 1 , 9?. .9 8 .

26 . I c i d. ; al s o U. S. AAF   t e 2  an  bla t , B
,  a  

,.
t  Cai r o ,

-   t , 1 June 1943 .

27 , Ma   . Geof f r ey Bonnel l , "3af ar i on i  i ng s , " 9 i  ,,,c
  'ow N  ,d

Le.
t  er ,• gXY, Ao. 2 (MarchrApril 1942), 1-2.

28. At f i r s t i t wa s t hought t ha t t he We s t Af r i can t ermi   ° ]. ehoul d be
located in the neutral zone of Liberia. HoweFer, by the ruling of

7[1
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the Attorney General that only territory contigwoua tc the British
• I sl e s wa s bel l i g er ent , Ba t hur s t and Fr e et own wer e s x empt ed .   iea o

f or Chi e f ,   F' by Ma,
j . L, F. Gi l l e spi e , IX Sep . 1941 , 1- 5- 1 , PAA

a el at i ons No. 1 i n A  'A  P Of f . Serv i ce s Bn: -

29. Stettiniue,    - ease, 148. For reference to the work done in
c onne ct i on x i t h Bra z i l i s a a i rport a , s e e l e t t er of Col . Wi l l i s  i .
  l e t o Ma   . Gen , H. H, Arnol d , 1 9 Sep , 1 941 , i n 1- 5 -1 , PAA
Hel a t i ons   'o . l .

30, St®ttinius,   -Le  a$e,._
146-148. In mid-July, t r. Frank Gledhill,

vice-president of P9A , had fl own to Africa to inepect st etione,
cbeck inetallationa, aad survey alternate routes. Don Wharton,
"Our Life Line to the  ast," Sat=  4egi_ PQ  . 1 Aug. 1942, 19.

3  .,
Memo f or lC    F by S  W, 1 2 Aug. 1941 , i n 1- 5- 1 , Pl A 8 el at i ons No, l .
See also memo for Gen. Brett by Ma . E. F. G111espi®, ? ,2 Aug. 1941 ,
on South Atlantic and African Ferry Ser4lce, ibid. These contracts,
s i gned by (  ener el Br et t ( Chi ef of t he ®i r Corp a )

, Col onel Fol andt
(contracting officer for the War Dept.

)
, representatives of Pa.n

Amarican >irways Inc„ and members of the British Air Commiesion,
ma r be gr oup ed a e f ol l ows :

  „ Cont r act bet we en t he U. S. ( ov er mnent and t he Pan Aa er i caa
hirways Cv. coacerning the South Atlantic Transport Route,
ruan i ng f r om Ba,l t i mor e or Mi ami , vi a Br a z i l , t o Bat   i r s t ,
Br i t i s h ( a nb i e. The i a i t i al equ i p®ent wa s t o c on s i at o t
one Boe i ng 314 pur cha s ed f rom PAA ( ox f,ng t o l  e nt r al i t y
Legislation) for $900,000, and leased to Pan Bmericaa
Airways, Inc, for operation.

b . Coa t r e.c t bet ween t he U. S. ( o9 or nmea t , Pan   er i c an Ai rxa.}*e ,
Inc., and Pan American Airwaye-Africa, Ltd. relating to
the trane •African traneport route. Initial equipment aas
to be 10 DC-3 s end 2 Zockheed Lodestare to be operated
betwsen Takoradi or Zago$, and  hsrtonm or Cairo, with a
po s s i bi l i t y of suppl esient ary s er vi ae bet  reen Ta coradi and
Lagos, to Bathurst. If additional equipment were necessary,
i t wa s t h ought t hat 8 ot her DC- 3 i e vaoul d be ev ai l abl e .

g. Coatract bettiraen II. S. Government, Pan Amsriaan Airxaye,
I nc . , and Pa,n

Amer i cen e i r Fe r r i e s , I nc , regar di ng t he
ferrying of aircraft--from the United States to the West

- Coast of Africa, aad from there to Khartovm.

(1} According to cvrrent plana, Pan Arnerican Air Ferries,• Inc., probably would be called upon to ferry 10 DC-2 s
and 2 Lockheed Lodestars for the trans-Africea service;
3 DC- 2   s , 1 2 Zock he e d   .

0   s , and 20 Lockhe ed 12 t s f or

._
'  

r -
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the British transport service, or a total of 47 plaaes,
• to be ferried from Miami to Bathurst by the end of

the year. It was estiiaated that appro=imately 20
additional aircraft (from sources not then determinable)

were to be terried across the South Atlantic, as well
a s 8 o t her DG- 3 ' a , i f r equ i r e d f or t he t r ea s- ,Af r i caa

  transport service, From 1 January throngh 30 June,
it was eapected that 45 Martin bombere (8-26 e)

would be ferried fram Baltimore to ghartoum, via
Br a zi l and Bat hnr et , erid po s si bl y ot her ai r c r af t
as well.

(2) In regard to tbe trans-African ferrying, it was
thought that, from 1 3ep. 1941 to June 1942, 60
Blenheime and 150 pLUrsuit ships (mostly Hurricanea

' with a few P-40 e) per month would be terried from
Takoradi to ghartoum. According to Pan America,n
Airways, it wss believed that most of the P-40's
ha,d al r ea c  y been f err i ed.

d Contract between Pan American Airways-Africa, Ltd, and
t he Br i t i s h Gotrernment r el at i ng t o t he t r ane-  l f r i caa
transport route.

e, Contract betMeea Pan American Ferries, Inc, and the
Briti$h Governmeat relating to the ferrying oi aircraft
to Africa. For the terms of the pilot's contra ct with
P LA on t he f er r yi ng pl ane s t o t he I ii ddl e   a s t , ee e memo
f or C  AC ba C  AS, AAF , 1 8 Oct . 1941 ( at t a.c hed t o memo
for 14 Oct. 1941, in 19,

4 361.
) Changed coaditione

resulting from the entry of the United States iato the
war 1ater necessitated revision of some of these contracts.
For conditioas at the West African aseemblg pleata, see
CM -IN, Fellers to WD, Cairo, 8 May 1941.

32 . Don Whar t on , "Our Tdew Li f e Li ne t o t he Fa et , N Sa t u  E. en i n 
Poat, 1 Aug. 1942, 19, 6b 66.

33. Military Attsche'$ Report,
NTrane-African Route,

M 12 Aug. 1942, in
A8'A'  P , WP- I I I - F- 12 , Nor t h Af r i c a , Bk . I ; al s o Bonnel l , "Sa f ar i
on Wi aga. a

34 . I n t er vi ew wi t h Capt . W, H, Davi dorr, oP PAh.-Af r i c a , h t d. , 2 3 Sep .
. 1942, in U. S

, 9000.

36 . The Wer Depar t ment -  PAA ,Af r i c a , Zt d. cont r ac t of 1 2 Aug . 1941
• provided for the release of an indeterminate number of A  'officere

f or c i v i l i an p i l ot s er vi c e wi t h P8l  rl f r i c a , Lt d , i n Af r i ca . Me.mo

   

.     
.S
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for C AS by Lt. Co1. aeorge C, McDonald, 1 Oct, 1941, in AAb 000.71.
• Se e al s o pax . 5 of inemo f or Gen . Br e t t by Maj , E, F, Gi l l e spi e ,

22 Au g. 1 941 , 1«-S- 1 , P1 A Rel a t i ons No . 1 .

36. Intervisw with George graigher, operations maaager, PA  Africa,
Lt d, , 1 3 May 194 2 , i n II . S. 9000 . See a,l s o  ns g.   1.

fi 06 , Ki rk t o
  Dept, of State, 17 Oct. 1941.

37 . CM+- OUT ( 1 2- 3- 41 )
, Exe c . 1 5 A1 t o d1 iiSEG, Ca 3r o ,

  191 , 4 De c , 41 ;
6AF, AWPD to OCAC, Iate11.,.

17 Rov. 1941, in gAG 361; Office of
Sec. of War to Asst. Ghief of Materiel Div., Y right Field, 16
De c . 1941 , i n AA(}, 68fi ; al s o memo t o Maj . Gen. & H, Arnol d by
Ma3. Gen. James H. Burns, 19 No  . 1941, in 1 5-1, PAA Eelations
DTo, l. The routes to these points were;

a. Khertoum to Teheraa or Aahkhabad (U.S.S.&.
)
, 91a Wadi

Hal f a , Llucor , Cai r o , Lydda ( Pal e s t i ne )
, aad Habbani y eh

(Iraq). -

b, Legos to 8angoon, via Maiduguri, E1 Fasher, Khartoum ,
Por t 5̀udaa , Bahre i n , Ka rachi ,   o    r , and Cal .cut t a. 5e ®
memo far Col. George by Maj.  . F. Gillespie, 29 Nov. 1941,
ib   c  .

The extensione to Basra and Teheran were the result of plaae
formulated after the return of the Harriman tdission from Russia
in October, Both routes had been pioneered, however. General
Brett s interest in the possibility of deliYering military air•.
craft to the Middle and Far East by way of a South Atlantio- trane-
Africaa ferrq route had led him to explore the route as far east
as Basra, xhile on his mission to Egq pt. His pilot on thia
exp edi t i on wa s Lt . CoI . Cal eb 9 , Hay ne s , r+ho f l ew a &.?.r

4 pl ane .
Colonel Haynes s fl ight from Bolling Field to Basra and retnra
l a gt ed f r om 31 Augus t t o 7 Oc t ober 1941 .

(Lt r . , (  en , Br et t t o
Gen. Marshall, 18 June 1942, attached to memo for DC S by bFC AS,
12 July 1942, in A (  201 , Qeorge H. Brett. See also citation
f or t he Oak he af Cl u et er , D  'C, pre s ent e d t o Col onel Hay ne s , ib i  i .
A routa from Moecow to Cairo also had been eaplored by Lt, Louis
T. Reichere about the same time, As pilot of oae of the B-24 s
thst had caxrfed psrt of the Harrimaa Miesion to Bussia, he had
plotted a homeward courBe acroes Africa and the South atlantic.
Pilot s Report by Lt, Lauis T, fleichers   o AC  , in Air Transport
Command (1941 1942), A w Lib,

 
38..

Interview with Lt. Col. M, B. Hahn at Hq. Air Service Comm aad,
T Mey 1943, in U. S. 9000.

- 39 , Whar t on , "Our Li f e Li ne t o t he IDas t   '   nt er v i ew wi t h Capt . Dav i dow.

40. AAR', AWPD to OC AC,
Intell„ 17 Nov. 1941, in 8AG 361. PAA gave

 . .. , .,
 

  "
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=
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assurance t o t he War Depar tment t hat co.   { et ent ;  ersonnel  ro ul d
be in charge of ineteorological and co munication' facilitiea along.
the route. If ita ataff proved inadequate, or showed a lack o!

understanding regarding ACFC problema, PAA agre®d that, in ad,dition
to ita oNn personnel, those of the AAF ahould be stationed at

Af r i can f i e l ds .

 1. By 7 4ctober 191j1, more than 1? planes of commercial types had
been delivered to the Britiah in Africa by members of PAA e
ferrying group. See Interceptad Correapondence, dated 7 Oet. 191i1.,
attached to ltr., Lt. Frederick R. lderritt, Intell. OYficer,

AC
Training Det., Coral Gables, Fla., to AC/S, A-2, 20 Oct. 1941, in
Africa 9000,

1,2. Iaterviex xith Capt. Davidox. In an effort to increase deliveries,
the Britiah had adopted the practice of utilizing squadron pilots 
f or whom t he r e x e re no pl ar e s at t he t i a e , t o f er rp ea,u

i pcaent .
( C6[- IN, Fel l er s t o   iD, Cai ro , 28 l ay LFl . ) Tranaport pl anes xere
eat re me],y i mpor t ant i n t hi s t heat er . In Sept ember 191i1 , Gener al
Bret t cabl ed t o  General Arnol d t hat about ?0 f i ght er s , reac y f or
ferrying, could not be moved from Takoradi becauee of the lack of
t raneport a f or ret urni ng t he f erry pi l ot s . AI- IN ( 9- a.w-41) , ldA,
Cai ro , t o 1li l i d, #61  , G?] Sep . l l .

43• In a latter to the Secretary of  iar, on 29 4ctober 1941, the
Praeident had authorised the delivery of aircraft to any point

rri t hi n t h® Af ri can cont i nsnt , by t he Ai r Corpa Fez rS-i ng Canmand.
(ATC Chron.) Under the prw isions of a presidential directive
of 19 I  ove uber 19 +1 , t hi s r ork had been undert aken by t he Ferryi ng
Comoo and, bot h xi t h i t B o  personnel , and t hraug  a cont ract xi.t h
Pan Araeri can Ai r  sy s , whi ch arranged f or t he ret urn of orerrs t o
their baaes after colnpletion of the ferrying misaion. The
dal i very of hsavy ai rcraf t t o t he lii dli l e Eaart t heref ore aeemed
as sured. Lt r . , S/ 1N t o Sec . of St at s , 25 Nav. 19l 1 , i n AAG 361;
also that attached to routing sheet, 15 Dec. 1941, in Air AG 666,
Sout hern Ferry Rout e ; and mem o f or C/ S by OCAC, 15 Dec . 191 .1 , i n
AAG 361.

1  . The first Liberator left for Cairo on 21 November 19 41, but

crashed at E1 Obeid 4 daya later. The laat of the five departed

on 6 Deoember. According to a prearranged plan, the crexs oi
the first four aircraft, xith the exception of the navigator ,
xere to remain in Cairo for approxitoately 2 months to give the
Britiah technical inatruction in the operation of LB-30-type
a ircraft. ATC Chron.; Temporary Duty Ordera, AG to CG ACFC,
? Nov. 1941, in AAG 210.683 and CM-IN (11-27-41), Adler to Arn old,

• WD #251, Cairo, 23 Nov. 41.

45• Zf it were not fea ible to fl
.y

Baltimore planes (Glsnn Martin l ?' )

acroae ths South Atlantic, the Britiah feared that there xould be      '      C    D
    

   i  ' _..
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a ehortage of light bombera in the l iddle East during the coming
• winter. This concern  ra,s accentuated by curtailment in the nnmber

of Boetons (  -20 s) allotted to this theater, and by delay in the
shipments of Heiltimorea. Through lack of flying e=perience in
al enn Dsar t i n 1 87 ' s , Pan A ner i can s i r way s f e l t i t eel f i a no pos i t l oa

_
to pass 3ud  ent on the performance of these aircreft oa traae-
oceanic flights. The question then waR referred to the Arn rAir
Corps, After much deliberetion, it wae finally decided that
Bal t i mor e s aad ot he r ehor t --r aag e a i r cr af t coul d be f l own over t he
South dtlantic route, provided an intermediate airdrome with
proper radio facilities rrere developed by both Britieh aad Americaa
gov ernment s .   'or t hi s In r pos e , As cens i on I sl and wa s cho s en. Lt r . ,
g C  'C t o Ai r   lar s hal A. T, Har r i e ( a t t ached t o A  R, 0 GAC t o C  AAB',
11 Dec. 1941), in   iG 361. Interview with Col. Joha E. Upstoa,
Z7 Nov. 19d..2, in Ninth Air Force Evaluation (Oct. 1942-Jvly 1943),
A'2 Zib. Ltr., Gen. Arnold to Air Marshal Harris (sttached to
HBaR, ACFC to C AC, 9 Dec, 1941 ), iu Air AG 686, Southern Ferry
Route; also Air Marahal Harris g reply to Gen, Arnold, 15 Dec,
1941 ,   .

4 fi . Repor t of Me e t i ng of War Pl ana Di v . , Ai r St af f , 1 3 Oct . 1 941 ,
in AAG 381. See also ltr., Col. S. C, Chamberlia to Gen. Dloore,
23 Dec. 1941 (attached to routing eheet, A8 ', B -  to OCAC, ACFC,
15 Jan. 1942 

.
in lir AG 686, Southern Ferry Route.

47, Ltr., S/W to Sec, of State, n, d.
(attached to routing Bheet, lb

De c . 1 941 )
. The Kano ai r f i el d wa s onl y 75 mi l e $ f r om t he Fr ench

frontier, ana supposedly only 100 m31es from the nearest airdrome.
For commente on the vulnerability of this section of the route,
see interPiew with Col. Demas T. Craw. 6 July 1942, in iisg.,
1'e l l er s t o AG, AMSEG   1,24 , Cai r o , 29 De c . 41 , pt s . 1- 2.

•

 ,, ,  -
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Chapter II
.

1. Lack of transport facilities had serioualy hampered the British
offenaive in the Middle hast. Concern oQer s apply bases and installar-

  tions for African and Iraqi commands was reflected in the railroad

program then under wa,y,
Fonr different pro3ects comprised this

e f f or t :

a. New lines were being run from Safari to Qena, and thence to
the bTile Palley , by the meter-gange railroad under constructionr--
a route that would serve ae an outlet for 3ara,fi

 s 1,000-toa
daily import capacity. This undertaking was e cpeated to be
compl e t ed by biar ch 194 2 .

b. From the port of 8a_
s ba, the 600 tons unloaded there dail,q were

to be moved by motor carrier to Ideqbaehtar where railroad
t r ans ah i pment a oul d. conne ct wi t h t he t rans - J or dan r ai l r oad,
v i a Ma an. I t wa s e at i ma t ®d t hat t hi s pr o  ec t woul d al s o be
fiaiehed by March 1942.

c. An extension was also being laid from Matruh south to the
escarpment, thence west towerd the base ending at 8aphia. Thie
eaterpriae was to be completed in Dece nber 19a1,

d. Contact between Syrian and Iraqi commends was beiag forged by
a supply railroad running from Alqaim to garbla. Accordiag to
estimates made, this undertaking would Cover about 15 months.
In the meantime, a temporary solution to the deaert aupply
problem wss being found in air traneport. Zarge trucks had
proved quite impraatical, as they cut ruts in the roade aa8
raised a cloud of duat, which revealed tha whereabouts af the
caTavau. Fellers to WD, Cairo, 11 3ep. 1941 . See also his
earlier message of 22 July 1941,

2. 3tettinius,   ;  , 138, 150, 291.

3 , C  I- I N,   èl l er a t o WD, Cai r o , 15 . 41 . Al eo r epor t by Robert
C. ( r a  r, B3 Sep . 1 941   ( r   y Rep or

 
( a t t ached t o l t r . , N. L,

g e arney t o Chi e f of Mat er i e l Di v . , 6 Oct . 1941 )
, i n   385 . I a

the Delta area were three maintenance unite designed for ma or over̀
haul work- - tiene i f a ( Depot No. 10 7 ) and Abu 9a e i r ( Depot No. 102 )

- i n t he v i c i n i t y of t he 9ue z Cana1 , e.nd abn Qi r ( Depo t No, 10 3 )
,

about 1 0 mi l e s nor t hea s t of Al ex andr i a. The s e bas e e , of a rat her
permanent character,were extramely v 7.nera

ble to attack but ha.d• been built in their present locations because (1) bases near the
Canal were conaidered necessary for its defense; (2) power,
t r anspor t at i an , et c , he.d t o be a  .i l abl e t o t he ba s e s ; t 3 ) t he

       

r '   :1 } . ; 1, ;, ' j       
-Ti 'R 3 4 r :t --,  '  ._.  J
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Br i t i.ah di d not wi sh t o ant agoa i ze t he Egypt i a,ne by mov i ng ba s e a
- inland near centers of population. Ae a matter of fact, a11 parts
- of t he Del t a ar e a wer e al mo s t e qual vul ner abl e t o ai r at t a ck .

Hepo rt of G. B. C?ark ,
  Cl a r k 8 sp or

 
s ummar i zed i n Of f i c e of

. IZaPa1.
In t sl l i g ence F- 1 , 59.  41 ( S )

, 15 Oct . 1 941 , i a A.  2 Zi b,

4 . Ct  I   ( ?- 21- 41 )
, M0 , Cai r o , t o MILI D,   2() 14 , 1 8 Jul y 41 , C  L- IBT,

g i rk t o Dept , of St at e  
. e . , Pi bur n t o Burn,

  Cai r o , t el g .
  '10 50 ,

late July 1941. The fact that, in a sense, the entire Middle
,$ast conatltuted aa area of this sort, waa to be impreaeed upon a11

mechanics eent to the theater in the fttture.

5 , C  i- IN ( ?- 21- 41 )
, M0 , Cai r o , t o MIh I D,   2044 , 1 8 Jul y 4l .

6, Originally it h.ad been planned that much of the maintenance and
assembly work in the Delta area ehould be concentrated in a single
l arg e un i t at I emai l i a . d s aoon a s t hi s depot wa s wel l s t ocked
and in operation, it beceme an eacellent tarbet for Germaa bombers.
After a severe atta ck, it had been burned, along with a large
number of sirplanes being erected there. When Air Yice Marshal
Grahame G. Dawson took charge, his practical knowled e of war
conditions led to the dispereal of a11 maintenance units through--
out a spac e of about 50 mi l e s . Thi s sy s t em vra s no t wi t hou t
di s advant ag e s , howev er , Conf er enc e wi t h P4r . Sam I r rri n , f i ce
Aresident of Curtise-Wright Corporatioa, Foreign 8epreeentation
 ebout 19 Jan. 194  , in africa 9500 in   2 Zib, Mr. Irwin lett
Cairo on 14 JAauary 1942.

 CDS-IN, Fellers to WD, Cairo, 8 Oct. 1991 .)
Mr . C1,ark , of t he Curt i Be•.  r i ght Corporat i on , ha.d be ea gr ea t l y
concerned at the reliance that the British placed upon the three
large maintenance units, and at their lack of progress in setting
up smal l er r epai r and s erv i ce un i t s of a s el f --suf f i c i ent ar mob i l e
character. In his ovinion, such a unit lost its Pa1ue if it could
not pack up and move (presumably by truck) 100 miles a night, in
pursuit of the squadrvn ta which it belonged, rir. C1ark had impressed
upon Air Pice Marehal Daw$on the need for ready transportatioa
from dumps.and assembly plaats to the repair aad service units aad
to the equadrons. Thie emphasis resulted in d. V. M. Dawson s request
to Mr. Harriman for 15 CW-20 s to be used as supporting aircraft,
SEe Clark Heport,

?, f enei!'a, a base then in the proceas of conatruction, consisted of
two identical areas a mile ap8rt.

(It m y have been one of these
that was later known as gasfareet.

) Upon completion, they were

   eapeeted to o9erhaul 200 American enginea per month, on the basie
of one s hi f t f or a 4 , 0 00- ma.n cr ew. By t he mi ddl e of Jul y 1941 , oa e
area was 100 n complete as to buildings, 65,

  as to general equipment,•
aad lOf  as to special overhaul eauipment. The other area was 80 

complete as to buildinge but was without equinment. Air Vice
Marahal Dawson had asked bir. Harriman to provide 1,200 6merican
technicians for this base. In order to hastea the sending of
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peraonnel and equipment, Wing Commender hlesaiter had been
- d ispatched to the United States at the beginning of August._ I  ' •.

8. 4rey Report.

  9 . Ct  - I21 ( 7- 21- 41  
, Mp, C3i ro , t o MILID,  /2044 , 18 Jul y 41 .

The mai n a s s embl y ba s e i n t he Del t a ar ea had been l ocat ed at Abu
9ueir up to this time, It was a fi, ed depot left from the last
war, aud was used for overhau]. and

for snpplyiag planes to the
Western Deaert. Practically no precautions asa.inst air attack
had been t aken by t he summer of 1941 . Ai rpl asze s rea d,y f or del i v ery
were not diaperaed or placed in crates, and consequently they
provided aa ideal target for ene y bombers. On one occaaion an
a11-night raid resulted in serious damege to airaraft, engines,
and a hangar. The depot had operated uader adverse conditlons,
however. Many of the personnel were unskilled mechaaics who
had had no opportunity to attend special training clasaes, Their
too18 were obsolete aad ina.dequate, and American equipmeat was
nev to a11 of them,even the more sL-illed teehniciane. As a
consequence, it had taken 5 or 6 days to as$emble a P-40 and a ake
i t r eaday

f or combat - - a s i t uat i on a ccount i ng , i n par t , - f o r t he f a ct
that by the late summer of 1941 there were only three aquadrons
of TomahaWke operatiag in the Western Desert. The difficulty of
keeping theae equipped had made the outfitting of additional units
out of t he que  et i on . Sl o ane as i n produc t i on.

l at er wa s at t r i but ad
largely to poor supervision, leck of assembly procedure, and
failure to train mea for specialized  obs, for after the arrival

of American civflian personnel, the output was increaeed to trro
P-40 8 a day.

The traasfer of the assembly plsat to Port 9udsn would improve
conditions greatly, becau se the depot at Abu Sueir had also beea
responsible for giving the P_40 s flown from Takoradi a thorough
iaepection. This ea.am

ination, with modifications, frequently
requfred 2 or 3 days, at a time when planes were badly needed at
the front. With proper coordination, it was hoped that this work
c oul d be done i n as f err a s 6 hour s , The combi nat i on of aa
e s s embl y pl ant and an overhaul ba s e ha.d not pr ov ed s at i ef ac t ory ,
aaa individual units were reoommended. With a shortc,ge of
mechanics, it had been neaessary to interrnpt assembly work to
inspect planea coming from Takoradi--a sitnatioa resulting ia loss
of time and misuse of personnel. P.eport of Lt. W111iem W. Momyer to
AC  S , G-.2 , 6 Oct . 1 991 , i n U. S. 9570 ; Cl ark Repor t ,

1 0 , I n qus s t of a af t e f or t he pl ant , Ai r Pi ce hSar s ha]. Daws on had
accompanied Mr. Clark of the Ourtiss-Wright Corporation to Port

  9udan, Need$ in power, space, aad the like were diacuesed. By
15 July, 10 Tomahawks ba,d already arrived, and haagars were on
the  ray. In the meaatime, uae was to be made of an old warehouse
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i n Khi ch a concr et e fl oor cou l d be pour e d, Be f or e t he end of
• .August it was thought that the Curtisa-I rig,ht crews would have

reached Egypt, and work could be begun. (I
_
b ic. See also memo for

C AS by ( en. J, fl, Burns s office, 4 Sep. 1991 , in AAG 686, Africa;
GM- I N, Cai ro t o De p t , of St at e  

, e . Pi bur a t o Burn 
,   +12 61 ,

31 Aug. 1941, Gray 8eport,) B11 of the toole and other equipment
  for this particular pro ect had been caref il.ly

drawn up and approved
by the Air Ministry in Zondon early in 19 k1, Shipment was aupposed
to have beea made in the spring. By December none of them had
asrived, aad consequently tools and materials of various kinds
had to be picked up in &ritrea or bbyssinia, or improvised locally.
O, N. I . 91 , "9ur vey of Ce nt ral Af r i c ea Seapor t a and 1  i r Eout e s
( 27 Aug . 19 k1- b Jan . 1 94 2 )

, " 1 32 ,

11. In a letter to the Curtiss Nright Corporatioa (xe port 6, dat®d
Csiro, 12 Au.g.

1941, and attachad to ltr., i , L. 8earney to Chief
of Materiel Div., 6 Oct. 1941, in AA4 385), Mr. Paul Carpenter
mentioas the receipt of a complete set of  rints. These cam®, he
adds, through the efforts of the 8rmay

Air Corpa, who had doae mcuch
t o v i n ac c ep t anc e f o r t he Tomahas  s i n t he l ii ddl e Eas t . See al s o
t he f  cay 8 epor t , For t he re l uc t ance of t he Br i t i s h Ai r 2 ii ni at ry
to a11ow operatioaal instructions and manuals to be distribated
t o B.AF' p i l ot s or t o be s hi pp ed wi t h t he ai rp l ane e , s ee Conf er enc e
wi t h Mr . Sav I r wi n.

12. For the difference in time required to aesemble a decl  loaded
Boaton and a crated R -40 at the Port Sudan erection plant, eee
O,N.I, 91. CM-IN, Cairo to Dept. of State, telg.  ff'1b92, 15 Oct. 41.

1 3, bray Repor t . At one aer v i ce and mai nt ena nce uni t Mr . Gr a r s ay s
that "fifth-colwma" tactice resulted in a serious reduction in

  production. When the r rorkmen involved were gi.en dishonorable
discharges, the situation improved decidedly.

14 , I 
,
  , ; al s o memo f or C  AS by Ger . Bur ne   e of f i ce , 4 Sep , 1941 ,i n AA G 685 , l f r i ca .

( Thi s memo cont ai ns t he subs t anc e of Col one l
Piburn s meseage to aeneral Buras, Cairo,

 1261, 31 Aug. 1941,
)

See also O,A.
I
,
91,136,

15. Interview with Paul Carpenter, Feb, 1942, in U. S. 9000,

l fi , CM••I N, Gen, h ee t o WD, Zondon , 25 Ju l y 41 ; s ee e1,s o dray 8 eport ,
Lt, Zewis B, Meng reported that RAF souadrons equipved with
Blenheims and Wellingtons hoped that their planes wou7.

d be replaaed

,
by gmerican bombera, &eport of ht. Meng, 3 Oct. 1941,

1 7 , CM- I A  , Fe l l er a t o WD, Cai r o, 26 lds q 41 ; s ee al s o hi s me s s age of
_ 21 April 41, Y'arious modifications in the p-40 had been fouad
' ne c e s s ary . The AAl+' ba d er per i me nt ed wi t h t he po s s i b i l i t y of

i ncr e as i ng i t s c apn.c i t y . CM» I11,   'e l l e r a t o tttD, Ca i r o , 2B M  r 41 ,                   
.   ;    
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They had also considered it necessary to provide armor for the
  protection of the battery in the Tomaha.wk, or to install a manual

switch in the cockpit, in order that the gvns might operate on the
generator in case the battery were damaged by a hit. The position
of the battery, in the tail of the plane, made it vulnerable
because of the large number of hits scored.

(CM-IN', Fell®re to
  w'D, 2 May 41.

) They had also recommended that, on fighter planes,   there be fewer in$truments for the pilot to watch. Ltr., Paul
Carpenter to Curtiss-' Tright Corp., 12 Aug. 1941. For other recom~-
nendat i on s eee CAS - :  ; ( 7- 15- 41 )

, Fe l l er s t o WD, Cai r o , 1 3 Jul y 1941 ,

1 8. Cl i- I b' , Fe l l er s t o WD, Cai r o , 10 M  r 41 . By t he t i me Lt a. Meng
and F iom yer reached Egypt, the Marylands in use were meeting with
satisfection. There had beea some criticism of this plane s
short range a,nd lack of turrets, but its high speed compensated
for these disadvantages. On missiona in which pilots had no fighter
protection, speed was often their only meaue of escape, If they
c oul d r ea ch l ow al t i t ude , t he i r p i l ot s f el t t hat t he i r pl ane a coul d
outrun ar  German fightera encountered. Report of Lt. Meng.

1 9 . CM.-I I T, Per r i n t o WD, Cai ro , 21 June 41 . Se e al .s o cabl e e Fel l er s
t o V 'D, Ca i ro , 10 Ma q 41 , and Col . G  tl l e n t o WD, +sg d. Fel l e r s , 24
Jul y 41 .

20. IntervieWS with Lts. Meng and Morqyer, 1 Oct. 194r.,
in Libya 9910.The ee of f i ce r s l e f t Egypt on 1 3   i s t 1 941 . By t ha t t i me t hr ee

squadrons were operating, Mr. Clark, in his report of 20 Aug. 1941,
eaid that 222 Tomehawks had reached Tekoradi en route to Egypt, and
that about 355 had beea delivered to the Niddle East from all
points. Accidents and one y action had reduced the number of
effective planea to 300. Fifty aircraft were being repaired and,
of these, ?5 probably would fly again. Since some Tomahawks had
b®en assigned ta trainiag units, this meant that there were i.n the
Mi ddl e Ea s t , at t he t i me , enough & -+44   s   t o e qu i p 4 equa drone ,
allottiag 2l iir  -line and 42 reserve plsnes to ePCh squadron.

21. 4n 25 lpril 1941, Ma or Fellers cabled to the War Department that
previously 170 P-40 e had been grounded becs.uae of inechanical
def e c t s .

( ar ay Repor t . CI  - I1C, Fel l er s t o WD, Ca i r o , 26 May 41 . )
Before the end of the summer of 1941, the K3ttyhawke had began to
reach Africa. .For combat pnrposes, Mr. Paul Carpenter of the  
Curtiss-Wright Corporation considsred it a much better airplane
than the Tamahawk. Its superiority he attributed largely to the

. fact that the Kittyhawk had been evolved from actual combat experience
whereae the Tomahawk was beii ned in peace times. See his interview
of Februasy 1942.•

22. CM-IN, Fellers to War Dept., Cairo, 21 June 19d.1 .
Interview with

Paul Car aenter. Lt, ldeng, upon his return from Egynt, attributed
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some of the criticism of the P-40 to the fact that its flying and
• landing characteristics differed from thoae of the aircraft which

the RA 'had beea using, For eaamnle, its brakes were manipulated
by f oo t i n at ead of by hand

.;
i t had a $t i ck i n pl ac e of a ep  e g r i p ;

and a number of its in8truments were different from those in the

_
Br i t i s h pl ane . The s e wer e r el a t i v el y sma11 mat t e r s , but t he
ac rumul at i on of di f f e rence s had re sul t ed i n t he f ai l ure of RA.B'
pilots to feel at home ia the plane, da a consequence, it was
betwesn two and three month® before the Britiah began to like the
P-40. By that time, however, they were fairly enthueiastic
and admitted that it wa.a superior to the Harricanes which the
Britieh squadroas hs.d been uaing in Egypt. Among the Auetral.

iaas,
South 6fricaas, and New Zealanders, the P-44 had gaiaed favor more
auickly.

(See Report of Lt. Meng,
) It was in the Syrian cs,mpaignt ha t t he v al u e of t he Bme ri can f i ght er pl a.ne had bee n re co gni zed

f i r at . (  Mi ddl e Ea s t 8e ew, No, 3 , 88 . } By mi dsumme r , t he P•. 40
was looked upon with great favor, as the following paraph8sed
me as ag s f r om Col . Moor e- Braba zaa , Br i t i s h Mii ni s t er o f d i r c raf t
Production, to the Curtias-Wright Corporation, 12 Aug. 1941, in
II . S, 9fi 70 , i ndi c at e s s

Air Marahal Tedder has told me of the brilliant performance
of American aircraft in the Middle East, azid has asked me to give
y on t he f ol l owi ng me as age : "  s a i r Of f i cer Co® endi a g i a t h e
Middle East, I send you the thanke of our fighter pilots for theae
grand machines, which have shown what they can do, I y pilota tell
me agaia and again how much they relish the performance, maneuver-
ability, and range of the Tomahawk. The1r successes againet eae 
f i ght er s and bomber a suppl y t he proof . We can malte us e of al l t h$t
y ou aend u s . " See al s o l t r . , 8 i r Mar s hal A. T, Har r i s t o f en,
Arnold, 25 July 1941, ibid,, on the success of the Tomahawk in the
Mi ddl e Ee at .

23 . CM..IN, Fe l l er e t o WI), Ca i r o , 2 8 I1ov . 41 .

?  . Per aoas l Obaer va t i ona of Gen . Ral ph Roy ce , 2 Ii l i t ary g i r At t a ch  e ,
on a Yieit to the Middle East, a report to MiD, 24 July 1941, in
A.frica 9000. General aoyce accompanied Mr.

Iisrriman and his party
to the Middle East. A1

,
though American avia.tion materiel and

personnel in thie theater were his chief concern, he made very
effort to note things of general m3.litary interest, Lt, Meng aleo
emphasized the importance of haviag American instructors, detailed
to Lgypt, arri4e before ths new equipment. See his report of 3 Oct,

.
1941 ,

25 , CM- IN, Per r i n t o WD, Ca i r o ,
  '1.889 , 5 May 41 , Se e al so a rasr Repor t s

Personal Observatioas of (3en. Royce; CM-IN, Fellers to WD, Cairo,• 26 Matiy 41. IIpon his return from Egypt, Lt, A2omyer reported that,
i n t he begi nni ng , 90  of t he "c r ac1o-  ups " wer e due t o gr oua d- ?oop i ng .
In 2 moathe, 1 aquadron wrecked 28 planes ia laading aad lost oaly
3 in combat. The British attributed a great deal of this trouble

_ 
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t o f acu].t y mat eri el - - namel y , t hat t be l as di ng gear coul d aot at and
• t he et rai n of t he heavy i e pact , Ia Lt . Mo  rer   e opi ai on, t he

difficuSty had arieen throug  lack of skill, or knowledge, in a
normal l aading ( i . e „ vi t h t he t ai l not l owered) . In a cros s
wi nd, t hey al so al l owed t he pl ane t o l and s i deway s , t   i s ehear i ng
of f t he l andi ng gear and cau si ng t ha pl ane t o groundr-l oop. t See

+ Lt. Mom yer s report of 6 Oct. 1941,
 ̀ In the opinion oi Mr, ara 

of t he Our t i as -   tr i gh t Corpor at i on , t he t r oubl e wi t h t h e l andi ng
ge ar of Tomahavk a wa s at t r i but e d t o t he f aul t y met hod of l endi ag
used by moat pilots--i.e„ applyiag the brakee while the tail of
t he ma chi ne wa s et i l l of f t he gr onnd , dur i ng a t wo •poi n t l andi ng ,?
aray Report.

26 . Lt r . , Paul Ces pent e r t o t he Onr t i s s- Wr i ght C Ds p . , Ca i ro , 1 2 gug .
1941.

27. Although designed for mobility, the Britieh Maintenaaae Commsnd
i a t he Mi ddl e Ha st ias  rr ed a g ood de al of cr i t i a i tmi oa t he gr ouad
that it lacked that very quality. On the whole, its orgaaizatioa,
i n t he snmmer of 1941 , pr ov i ded f or ma i nt enaano e on f i ve di f f ers nt
l ev el s :

a, Advanced Landing arouad.--Here there were only gasing, oiling,
an d r ee r ni ng f ac i l i t i e s f or ai rpl ane g goi n,g i n t o bat t l e . In an
emerge.ncy, minor repairs alao could be made. Because of d8ager
from bombing attack8, ao airplaaes apeat the night on thia field.

b , Qp er at i oa al Landi ng a rannd . - - Thi s f i el d 1  ,Y abou t 1 40 mi l e s
to the rear sad served as the station for sa ad4anced equ.adron,
which waa supposed to ha.e at its diaposal 16 plaaes reac y for
combat. Here were located armorere, and.a sufficient nanber o!
mecheaica to take care of energencg repairs. Jtr  pieae af work
requiring more than 48 hours wa8 eupeoted to be taken o er bq the
Hepair and Salvage Unit, but often was not.   y airplsae in need
of a 30- to 90 haur inepectfon wae to be fiown back to a bass
landing ground. Pereoaael were supposed to be able to cleer the
field in 24 hours.

c. Base Landing arouad.--This base rra$ located abont 200 milee
behind the operational landing ground, Here madifications were
made, and iaspections requiring fron 30 to 90 honrs. Most of the
mechaaics, end the remaining fiTe of the advanced eqva,droa

 a
plan®s, were stationed at this field. When a pleae was seat

. her e f or r epe.i r s , one of t he re aerTe of f i v e wae t o be f l o 
forward to taks its place in the squ,a.dron.

The base landing
ground was erpected to be mobile enough to mov® within 48 honra,• b nt ae a matter of fact, it had a tendenc  to become semi-fi ced,
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d. Repair and Salvage Units (xS0).--There were several of these
• located betxeen the advanced and opera.tiorial landing grounde,
. Most of their work consiated in salvaging wrecked sirplanes and

traasporting them back to their base, For salvage purposes,
these units were equipped xith a portable crane and threa sal age
trailer truck$ like thoae ueed by comparable American uaits. In

  some cases the adva.nced RSU made engine repairs, if these were

, neceasary to fly the plane out, and the rear R3U made xhatever
engine changea it could, On the whole, servicea of this kiad were
u su +  .l  r per f ormed a t t he ba s e l andi ng gr ound of a s auadr oa . Ma   or
overhaul work, hoxever, was done at permanent aaintenance or overhaul
baees.

8egardless of condition, sirplanea were completely over-
hauled after having beQn in operation for 560 hours. Since spar e
parts for the P-40 s were obtaina.ble from sal4age only, the rrork of
the RSQ x es very important, Had more parts been available, a
much larger rer cent of the demaged aircraft might have been made
operational.

e , Ff x e d Mai nt e nance Uni t ("•N ) or o4 erhr.iul .
ba s e a. Under t hi a

head i ng came suc h depo t s a s Abu Sue i r , Gane i f a , and gbu Q  r ,
The Maintenance Command itself was located in the Middle East

Headquarters ia Cairo, and from this central office were issned all
ordera regarding technical changes and modificationa. Siace there
was no saperimental. or aervice teat station available at the time,
th® Maintenance Command recsived its instruction8 from the Air
Ministry in London. Report of Lt. Mom yer,

28 , Cb  -I 1, Br et t , t hra Fel l er s , t o WD, Cai r o , 22 Sep , 41 ; C  - IDi
( 5- 1 8- a.,a

)
, Cr om t o Arnol d , B iSEG   '111 0 , 17 May 42,

29 , CM.-IA  ( 9- I 4  1 )
, Bre t t t o A,r nol d , t hru MA t o MILI D, Ca i r o ,

  64 ,
22 Ssp, d.1 , Wiag Comr ander Messiter, who farmerly had be®n in
char ge of t he a s s embl y of Amer i can pl ane a at Oene i f a , had l e f t
Egypt early in August ta fill this position.

(Ltr., Paul Carpenter
to Mr. Horn, Cairo, 29 May 1941, attached to ltr,, lv'. L,

gearney
t o Chi ef o f Mat er i el Di 4 „ 6 Oc t , 1941 , i n 1SAG 385 ,

) Si nce he had
had 5 yeare of experienae in both tactical and ma3ntsnance units,
he was considered an excellent person to serve as representative
of t he RAF i n Wa s hi ngt on , I t wa s t he r e spon e i b i l i t y of hi s of f i c e
to handle a1,1 problems of priorities, procurement, equipment, and

personnel. Bath Air Marahsls Tedder and Dawson wiahed Wing Commander
Messiter to function under the direction of Lend-Lease. Colonel
Pi barn s ug ge s t e d t hat a.a of f i c er f r om t he : iat er i el Di v i s i on be

- asaigned to helr him. 8ee messages from Col. Pibarn to Gen. Duras
t hr n ;yii ni s t s r g i rk t o t he Dept , of St Rt e , t el g s . ! '1050 , l a t e Jul y  
41, and  '10?2, 4 Aug, 41. For recommendations regarding the

• enlargement of his duties, see General Drett s cable to tit D,  t. II,
 -- 22 Sep . 41 , A,1,s o C!f- I !  ( 9- 14 -41 )

, Br et t t o Ar nol d , t hr u Mg t o
MTLID, Cairo t 64, 22 Sep. 1941.

   Y_. .
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Soon after reaching the United States,
Wing Commander

• Megslter was placed in touch with the Defense Aid Section of the
Mat er i el Di v i s i onr-- s a a s s oc i at i on whi ch he f ound mo s t hel p  il .
He also spent several days at Wright Field. IIpon hia return to
Washington, he established an a+fice at the headquarters of the
Britiah Air Commission. Believing thet fraedom of indepeadeat

  operation would further the succes$ of his mission, he preferred
not to attach himself to this org taization, or to the Defense Aid
or Lend- Le a s e of f i ce s . Memo f o r Cf AC by I nt el l i g enc e Di v .

( 2• B- 3 )
10 Sep. 1941 , in As4 450, sfrica,

34. Ltr., Carpenter to Harn, Cairo, 29 May 1941, in AAG 386. See
ltrs., Robert C, Gra   to N. L. Kearney, Cairo, 15 Aug, and 23 Sep.
1941 , 1b i d. , CM- IN ( 6- 19--41 ) h.A t o AC/ S, ( •-2 , Cai r o 1 1.

9 86 , 17
Jul y 41 .

31, Personal Observations of Cien. Royce; Report of Col. Harvey S.
  Burwel l t o l Cf S , G--2 , 31 Oct . 199•l , i n Af r i ca 90 00 . Se e al s o

l at er comment s on a s i mi l ar s i tur  t i on . CM - I N { 5- 1 7- 4.2
)

, Cai r o
t o At iGBR, AMSEG   1110 , 1? Ma3r 42 .

32. The maiatenance of Americarr manufactured equipment in Bg pt as well
as ia  ngland originally fell within the province of the Chaney
Mission. Distaace, however, made such an arrangement impracticable.
Since eTisting conditions were unsatisfactory, General Brett had
be en i ns t r  tc t ed by Gea eral Arnol d t o dr aw up a compl et e pl an of
organization, and to outline the atepa by w hiah it could be
ac compl i ahed.

( Lt r . , tie a. Arnol d t o Gen . Br et t , 3 Oct . 1941 , i t 
AA4 334.8.

) O eneral Brett was accoapanied on his mission to tha
Mi ddl e   as t by Col .   y A. Dar.n , Lt . Col . Edwar d ri. Powe r s , l s t
Lt. Jack W. Berry , and aa aircraft crew headed by Zt. Col. Caleb
Y, Heynes.

(Memo for dG by Gen, 8rnold, 22 Aug. 1941, ia AiG
21 0, 68 )

. Acc ordi ng t o t he or i g i na7. pl an., Gene ral Br et t and hi s
assietants were to go to London to diacuss with British representatives
auestlons pertaining to the e atablishment of depot8 in the Middle
E
ast. It was soon deemed wieer for the mission to proceed to Cairo,

where it could meet with Air Marshals Dawson and Tedder,
(Memos

for 8C(
.
S, G-2, by Gen. Brett, 20, 2? and 28 Aug. 1941, in AAG 000-800,

Africa,
) APter apending sevaral weeks in this area, (}eneral Brett

went to England, but returned to Cairo, on his way back to the
Uaited States, at the ead of DTovember. Ltr., Joha S. Winant to
Gen. 8rnold, 2 Dec. 1941, attsched to Gen, ernold s letter to
Mr. Winant, 29 Dec. 1941, in AAG 210.68.

. According to Mr, girk, the America.n   inister in Cairo, the
work of the Miasion in Egypt was considered of unusual effectiveness,
General . Br s t t   s car ef   i], aad ener ge t i c surv ey and hi s cl ear anal y s i s

• of t he e i t uat i on , pr e s ent ed f or cef ul l y but wi t h t act , tnade a deep
i mpr e s s i on upon a;.l of f i c i al s wi t h wr.4m he conf er r ed . (I t r . , Mr .
Cordell Hull to Mr. Henry L. Stimeon, 2 Oct. 1941, sttsched to AGte
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l e t t er t o C  AG, 7 Oc t , 1941 , i n AAG 201 , Qeo rge H. Eret t .
) The

• excellent work that he did oa-his mission was highly commended bp
Mr. Winant, ths American Ambasgador to Great Britain. He
characterized General Brett s views as sound, and based upon
ea act t e chni cal ka.owl e dg e and an e  t ended st uriy of t he t erra i n.
See Mr. winaat s letter to Gen. Araold, mentioned in preceding

  par agr aph.

33. CM.. IN, Br e t t , t hr u Fel l e e's , t o WD, pt . 2 , 22 Sep . 41 .

34. Ib d., pts. 4 aad 5, See alao memo for Gen. Fairchild fleom Eaec,
4. .E , Mat er i el.

Di v. , 24 3ep . 1941 , i n ALG 000- 800 , Af r i ca . The
cont r act vri t h t hs Dougl .a s Company was no t s i ga ed unt i l Dec ember ,(CM• CVT, Mi l . Mi s s i on t o 1  A, Cai ro   f or Meaw  l   ]

, 1 0 De c . 1941 .
Se e al s o l t r . , Col . W. F. Yol  

 
t o Dougl a e 6 l r cr af t Go. , 1 8 De c .

1941 , i n AA4 Q+00. .800 , 8 f r i c a ;   Mit n t o Burng, t hr n Ki r k t o Dept .
of St at e , Cai ro  W10 7$ , 4 Aug . , ) Cons t ruct i on work at (h

.i ra rra s
a s ei gned t o t he J oha eon , Drake , and Pi per Comcpa  *, a Ne  a York
engineering concern. For a descriptioa of the former Its ].

ian
barracke buildings at C ura, see 05S Inter4lev (No. 11) Nith Mr.
Franklln Gledhill and Capt. George graigher, 20 Ma,y

1942, in
Af r i ca 8220 , A.-2 I+i b , ; and l t r . , Ma  , Geor ge G, Car e  ,

J r , t o
Col . Rober t S  al ah , 27 Ma  1 942 , i n Af r i ca 90C 0 ( 1942•-2943 

,

35 , C4+1- I N, Br e t t t o Arnol d , t hr ough MA t o D1I   I D, Cai r o 11 i 1 8 , 4 Oct . 4l .
3ee also 0,11.1. 96,

"General geport on Eritrea, 22 July 1942,"
and O.N.I. 91.

3 6. CM- L*T ( 11- 6- 41 )
, Perr i a t o Dux z  , t hru WD t o D+iA, Ca i r o , b Oct . 41 .

37, Telg. 1116, pt. 2 (8-1  41), Piburn to Burne, Cairo, 11 Aug. 41
attached to memo for Under Sec, of War by I a . Edward P, Curtis,
Se c , of bi r 5t af f , 21 Aug . 1 941 , i n A84 4b0 ,   f r i ca ; and CD4- IDT,
ddler to Arnold, thru Fellers to Mil.•Miasions,

 340 (AMS 4  46),
9 De c . 41 .

38. Msg., Brett to Arnold, thra MA, Ca3ro, to WD, pt. 2, 22 Sep. 1941.

39 . I l
, 

 
,
 

,. , p t s . 2 and 3, The Ai.r Depo t Gr oup suppl ement s t he work o f
ealvage groups. It has all the equipment available to a materiel
s qua.dr on of t hi s k i nd , pl u s man„v addi.t i onal p i e ce s , s o t ha,t i t c en
perform higher than eecondr-echelon maintenance. Mobile crews from
a depot group are prepared to operate in tha field. If, haMrever,

. they find that an airplane is beyond reasoaable repair there, they
remove it to their shaps where more eatensive work cea be done.
Often one air depot gronp would eerve as mar y as three sir force

• c ombat gr oup e .
( Se e memo f o r I nt eh . Di v . , AAC, by Mat e r i el Di v . ,

l b Sep. 1941 , i n . AG 0 0  -800 Af r i ca .
)

40 . I f t he Uni t e d St at e s f ound t ha t ot her pro   ®ct s coul d be undert akea ,

 

_

_.; ''  .,.
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it was suggeated that the aircraft assembly depota at Basra and
• Port 9udan be given third and fourth priorities reapectively. 8 epor t of MA, Zondon , Cabl e   '10 8 , 23 Oc t . 1941 , i n Af r i ca 9000 ,

)
,The Br i t i eh v.ad l a i d t he f ounda t i ons f or t he t rrro depot s and bad

alread,g sent e considerable number of peraonnel to both placeg.
Thie circumetauce did not lessen their desire to have the IInited

  States take over these pro ects, for their reBOUrcea ia technical
per s onne l wer e al r ead y st r e t ched t o t he l i mi t , .

I f r e l i eved o f
t hi a r e spons i b i l i t y , BA  ' t e chni c al per s onnel c ou1.: be s ent f orwar d
into the battle area xhere they were badly needed. Ztr., Sir
Charles Portal to Gen. MclCarney, 18 Oct. 1941, in ®4 ETO file 381,
Middle East. Given ae a supporting docucient in Ma .  lbert
Lepaweki s "Hiatory of the Air Service Command in the F+uropean
Thea t er of Oper at i ons .  

41 . G  S- IbT, F A t o MILI D, 1 157 , Cs i r o , 1 8 Oct . 41 ,

42. The training school for the B.QOA xas to be opened in the Delta
area, abont mid  September.

(C  -IN, girk to Dept. of State, telg.  11 69 , Cai ro , 1 6 Aug . 41 .
  On 2 5 Jul y 1941 , a c ombat e,nd ms i nt enance

crew, aelected -for the A-20 plane from the 3d Bombardment Group,
had 'been acheduled to leave New York for Cairo.

(Travel orders,
M. S. Fairchild to Air Staff Personnel Div., 19 July 1941 (attached
t o Or der e of al.

Ju1y 1941 , t o AC  S, f  .-2 }
, i u 8AG 210 , 68 .

) The
school for the Boston-3 was to begia operation in the same , eneral
area, about the same time. To assist in ita eatablishment an Air
Corps officer and six enlieted men had arrived in Cairo on 9 Augast
and were epending the intervening perlod in making a tour of the
di s t r i c t .

( HBaA, a  ̀ 'D t o Ar 2 , 20 Aug . 1 941 , i n AAf  210 . 68 )
. A

similar plan was to be followed with the shipment of other types
of plane to the theater,

43. Cable, Bratt to Arnold, Cairo, 13 Sep. 41, in AAG 000-800, Africa.
Be e al s o ms g, ,A. -2 , .AA F' t o A  l , AAF Ca i ro , 1 3 5ep . 4l ; and ms g. ,
Brig. Gen. George E. Stratemeyer to CQ, Air Corpa Technlcal
Training Comd., Tu].sa,

Okla., 17 Sep. 41, in Aa4 210.68.

44. Ib id= mag., Perrin to Dunn, thru MA, Cairo, to MIi,ID  167, 18 Oct,
41; al$o C  IN, Perrin to Dunn, Cairo,

 233, 12 Nov. 41,

46 . Bc  R, OCAC, I nt el l . Di v . t o OCBC, li i l . Per aonne l , 34 Oct . 1 941 ,
in lla 210.68. These men were erpected to leave the LTnited States
about the mid.

dle of November. They were to be a.ttac
hed to the

. U. S.   Ii l i t ary  Ior t h Af r i can Ddi s s i on . Ev i dent l y enl i st ed men i a
Egypt were asso available as inatructors, for, in commenting upon
the school soon after itg establishment, Mr. Irwin of the Curtisa • Wright Corporatfon referred to a teaching ataff compoaed of three
American offic.rs and 10 technical sergeante. He reported that HA '

  J
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mechaaics k ere enthusiastic about the coursea offered and absorbed
• t he i nst ruct i on avi cLl y .  Ti t h onl y l i rai t ed f ac i l i t i e s a4ai l abl e

t o Gener s l gdl er , he t hought t hat i t woul d t ak e a l ong t i me bef ore
this inatruction could have effect in any wide sense. See eonlerence
wi t h trlr . I rwi n .

  4 fi , Zarrr ence S, Kut er , "Ai r Gr oun d Suppor t i n Nort h d f r i ca , "   For c_e_,
XXVI (July 1943}.

4 7, CM- I D1 ( 9- 2 6 -41 )
, Br e t t t o Arno1 3 , t hrn MA, Cai ro , t o Ex ec , Of f i cer ,

G  .2 , ?5 Sep . 41 . Se e el s o Order s , C  AC t o AG, 2 8 Qc t . 1941 , i n
AA4 210,68, In the spring,Colonel Fellers had reported that a
We s t er n De s er t Com cand , under l i r Mar eha].

Te dder , k•a.s
be i ng or gani ze d

bv t he BAF. When suf f i c i ent ma t er 3.e l was re c®i ved , i t woul d compr i s e
a figbter wing, s bonbardment wiag, and an army cooperation wing.
CM- I DT ( 5- 2.-41 )

, Fel l er s t o tir  , Cai r o , 1 2  • 41 . Ct G- IN ( 9- 26••41 )
,

Brett to Arnold, thru MA, Cairo, to Exec. Officer, Ci--2, 25 Sep. 4l.

4 8.   iemo f or C  AS, OCdC by C  AS , AAF on Aii dc  l .e
Es s t depo t r e qu i re uent a ,

7 Oct . 19 43. , i n dA(  OOD- 800 , 1lf r i ca .   he memo et $.t e s t hat t he
s t af f of t he U. S, r2, rT. A, Mi s s i on co  ,d -app ropr3

.ar  e l
   r be expe ct ed t o

a cc omn  ,i sh a n ber of t he t hi ng s r e commended  
bv l   n  rSa

 
,
Bret ti  

( l
S
t3.ps i  

 
)set up 13 Se p . l

 
. Lt ny Pre ai de r  t o Maxwe l l , , Al 'l m  ,

49. Ztr„ W. C. G, Cribbett to CIaC, 31 March 1942, in AAG 381.

50. N!emo for C AAF and ChiePs of 9upply Arms and Services by bf}, 19
Z:ov , 1941 , i n AbG 334 , 8. The f ol l owi ng branche s wer e i ncl uded:
c  i ar t erma et er Car-p s , Si gna]. Corp s , Or dnance Dept . , Corp a of
Tngi aeer s , 6 i r Corp s , aad N.e di c al Dept .

5l . 32emo f or A  .2 Se c „ Ai r St af f , by Lt . Col . J ame e G, Ta3rl or , 6 Nov , 1941 ,
in AAG 210,68,

52, Ztr., Gen. 0. P, Tchola to gast. Chief, Materiel Div., Wright
Fi e l d , 22 l pr i l 194? , i ri AAG 2 10, 68 Mi ac ,

5 3, Memo f or Gen , Mar t i n F. Scanl on , by Lt , CoI . Ja ck C, Hodg s oa ,
2 Oct , 1941 , i n AAG 21 0. 68 ,

54. Memo f or C  11AI' by Er i g . (#e n. Sherman Mi l e s , 12 Jvl y 1941 , i n
AAG 210 . 68 , Se e g1 s o , meg. , WD t o SPOBS f 6 , 1 0 Aug . 1941 , and
Gea. Cheaey s reply on 26 Aug. 1941,

• 55. Ae a remedial measure, it had been decided in the summer of 1941
that, in a11 ad.m

inietrative re3ations y ith Allied military authoritiea
conceraing training of personnel, lend-lease, air materiel, maintenanae

• of equipment, aad exchnage of information on deaign and methods
of manu f a ct ur e , t he Wa,r   epar t ment wovl d be r epr e s ent ed i n Ca.i ro
by a new mission under the supervieion of Col. Harvey S, Burwell,

1   1 :1
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then senior Air Corps offioer in the theater.
(Ksg., AC S,   2

• to Cairo for Col. Burwell, C8lro  31, 2 Sep. 1941; also synopsis
of msg., Brett, through Fellere, to MILID,

 60, Cairo, 13 Sep. 41,
in AA4 210.69.

) biade up of ah gAF personnel on duty in Africa
sad the hZiddle East, this bo was to be lm own as the American
gir Force Delegation.

(Ibid
. 

. Owinb to the return of Colonel
' Burwell to the States in October, and the formation of the United

St a t e s   ii l i t ary  Jor t h Af r i can Mi s s i on so on a f t erwar ds , t hi e
organization had a very brief existence.

For information coacerning Colonel Burwellts assignment to
i  gypt , s e e memo f o r For e i ga Li ai s on Of f i c er , a -2 , by 2  a.  . E. a .
  jue s ada , ? May 19a1 , i n Ahif 210 . 68 ; memo f or a C  S , t --2 , 26 May
1941 , #

„
bi  . ; al s o memo of 4 M  y 1941., a t t ached t o memo f or AC  S ,

G-  , 10 June 1941, ibid.; memo for Nr, flopkins by Gen. Arnold, 2
July 1941 , in AAG 201, Harvey S, Burwell.

5 6. I n t he f a l l af 1 941 , t he War Depar tment x a s s e.i d t o be c ons i der i ag
the tr nsfer of cartain matters formerly ha.ndled

by the Military
At t a ehe t o t he Chauey I Ii s s i on , whi ch t hen r e commendact t he e s t nbl i ah-
ment of a techaical section, dealing with the modification aad
modernization of e11 military materiel, in accordance with
operational re uiremente. Ltr., Gen.  rnold ta den. Brett, 3
Oct. 1941 , in AAG 334.8,

57. From the late fa11 of 1940, xhen the firat air abservers were
sent to Lg,yp

t, this method had been very successf̀nlly ueed in the
Mi ddl e Ea s t . Lt r „ Gen . Arnol d t o Gen . Ar et t , 3 Oc t . 1 941 , i n AAG
334. 8.

58. Mag., Gen. Brett to Gen. Areold, thru MA , Ca.iro, ta MIhID,
 69,

15 Sep . 41 ( at t ached t o memo f o r Ar l ,   ' by Col . Dann , ? 2 Oct . 1941 )
,

in AAG 210,68.

. b9 . CM.-IN, Bre t t t o Arnol d , t hru tdA t o 2 fILID, Cai r o   11 9 , b Oct . 41 .

60 . Se e memo f or C  AS , OCAC by Cf A8 , AAF , on I .i ddl e Ea s t depot
requirements, 7 Oct. 1941, in AAG 000-800, Africa. General
Brett s earlier suggestions had elreac' y been acted upon, for, at
t he di r e ct i on of t he Secr et ary of Was , a cabl egr am was s ent t o hi a 
i n h ondon , st at i ng t hat hi s r e commendat i ons had r e ce i v ed l a . ora'bl e
consideration, on the xhole, and that a military missioa headed
by Brig. Qen. Russell L. Ma cwell would arrive in Ca1ro early fa
DTo4 embe r .

( Memo f or 8 G by Ma  . Edwar d P. Curt i s , 1 3 4 ct . 1941 ,
. i n 334. 8.

) Conv er s at i ons had be en hel d wi t h Gener al Mea wel l and
wi t h t he Chi e f oY $ngi ne er s by t he   Di v i s i on , wi t h r e sp ect t o
some of General Brett s prvpoeals.

(Ibi .
) For a note on the

• conclusion of a staff study in connection with personnel mattera-
military aad civiliaa --pertaining to the air phase of the North
African Mission, see meaao for A 1, AAF by Col. Dunn, 22 Oct. 1941,
i n A.BG 210 , 68, /a  '      

i 1
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61. Memo for C AC by Col. Reay A. Dunn, 28 Oct. 1941, atte ched to
  Orders of 30 Oct. 1941, in AAG 210.68.

62. Memo for C AS by Col. Bay A, Dann, 4 Nov. 1941 (attached to let
i nd. , 21 Nov . 1941 )

, i n AA G 334 . 8.

  63. St e t t i ni u e ,   e  -   ea s e , 21S f f .

64 . The Br i t i sh had al r e adsr t aken ma  or r e spons i bi l i t y f or dev el opment
of the port of Bandar Shahpur.

65. See A6,G 201, $èymond A. Wheeler. According to AGO, dfficers 
Becords Branch, per Report of Change dated 18 Dec. 1941, 4anaral

.Wheeler asrived in Ira,n on 28 November 1941.

66 . Memo f or C  AS by Chi e f of A.-4 , 10 Nov . 1 9 41.
( at t ached t o 1 et i nd. ,

2I Nov . 1 941 )
, i n AA.G 334. 8 . By May 194 2 , Col .  h .gene F. Gi l l e sp i e

was serving fn the capacity of Air Officer of the Iranian Mission.
Se e mag .

( 5- 31- 4 2 )
, Shi ngl er t a AGWAR,

  AMS  3  298 , Pasr a , 30 t ie Y
1942.

6? , RB R, A  ?PD, AAF' t o C  AS, -.-  A&1+', 17 DTov . 1941 , i n AFATP, I I I - B ,
Organ i zat i on.

68 . CM- OII T ( 11- 6- 41 )
, WD t o MA, Ca3,ro   1 26 , 5 2 ?ov . 41 ; CNd- IN, Ma  rel l

to AG, Cairo, 4 Dec. 41. 4enersl Adler is said to have reached
Cairo on 22 Novamber 1991 , eccording to Report of Change nader
t hat dat e . By 1 0 Dec embe r 1941 , t he Mi  as i on i ncl u ded a5 of f i c er s ,
2 3 enl 3s t ed men , e.n d 11 c i v i l i ans ( ex cl u s i ve of c.on t rac t or e  

pe r s onne l )
. CI i- IN, Fel l er s t o Mi l . Mi s e i on , egd, l taxwel l , 10 De c .

a.1 . l  noa g t he of f i cer s wer e t
Brig. Gen. Russell L.  :axwell - Head of the Mission
Erig. Gen. Blmer E. 8dl.er -- Air Corpe
Lt. Col. David $. Waehburn - Signal Corps
I a3. 8, E, Hnapp .• Corps of Engineerg
Ma  . Cr awf or d F. Sams - Medi cal Corp g
Na3 . J . Ai. Col by   Orda aa c e
Lt . Comdr . C. T. Di c.lvag.a - G'  C
Lt . Col . Ed  ri n S. Pe rr i n - Ai r Corps
Lt. Col. R. W. Pibnrn - Infaatry

69. Memo for C AS, 28 Oct. 1941, in ABAEP,   -III-B- .2,
North Africa,

Bk. 1 (Oct. 1941-1 July 1943).

70.
The Air Section of the Mission then inclndedt

. Gen. Elmer E. Adler =  Chief, Air Sectioa, USMNAM.,
and Air Representative, AAF',
i n t he Mi ddl e Ea st

Nia, ,
Reuben C. Hood - 9upply Officer

  .     ̀'     ,,  
s   .
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Ma  . Da,n i e l F, Cal l a han - 1 ng i neer i ng A.   i 4 a  t
- 1(a.  . Sory S,ti t h )
_ Ma  , Al be r t T, Wi l eoa ) - Te chni aal 3clw ol Le s i st ant s

2d Lt . Charl e s   , Mur r   r )
l gt Lt , Gwen G, l t ki nson )   Then oa t e;mporar y dut y in.

,
     gqpt. It ie rscommeaded thst

.
they be asiign ®d to the Miesion.

Lt . Col . Bdwi a S, Perr i n «- Al r ead,y on dut y i n Dgypt , bu t
t o be t r anef er r e d t o t he
Mission,

M Sgt, Floyd J, Leonard )
S Sgt. floroard J, Delozier y - Technical Sehool Directors
S Sgt. Joha C. L®sear )
T/Sgt. Marvin B. Mortoa )

Ma  . J ohn L, M, De s I sl e t a - Dng i  a®er , Jls at , t o Ma  , Cs l l at s a
Ma . Bobert C. Oliver -- ]  ecutive, Logistical and

Ta ct i cal Mat t er s .

On an   H, OC C, Intell. to OCAC, Mil. Personnel, 30 Oct. 1941 ,
wi t h i acl s . , i n AAa 21 0, 68 , t he name of T  Sgt . t eorg e S. Wal bora
i e gi ven i ns t ead ., of t hat of Sergeg.at Mor t on,

Additiona were made aPterrards, See memo for C gC, by Col. $sy
d. Dunn, 28 Oct, 1941 , attached to Orders of 30 Oct, 1941 ; and
Or ds r s , Ma  . Ra1ph   , Fi s cher t o AG  , 30 Oct . 1 941 , wi t h at t ached
ltrs.; both in /LA4 210.68,

71 . Me mo f or C  AS by Chi e f of 14-4 , 1 0 tiov . 1 941 ( gt t ache d t o l s t i nd. ,
21 1  ov . 1 941 )

, i n AA + 339 , 8 ; C1 •-IN ( 1 2- 1 3 -41 )
, A,dl e r t o Arnol d ,

t hru Maa wel l t o 8 G,
  357.   lSEG 55 , Ca i r o , 11 Dec , 41 ,

?2 , CM . Ibi (   .2 8 - 42 )
,   rll er t o Ar nol d , t hru Cai ro t o 8 G, AMSBG   48 8 ,

2 8 B'eb . 42 ; (  [- OUT ( 1- 17- 42 )
, S  Afl t o l+ A, gu i by ahev ,

  l .38 . 1?
.Jan. 42, See 41 o Air Service Command interview rrith Lt. Laxrence

Brown, 2 Oct. 1943, in U, S, 9000,

.
73, Great Britain had been eapecially desirous of having the United

Statas assume responsibility for the assembly plant here. Blthovgh
both countriea had undertaken large commitments for supplying air-
craft to the U,S.S,B„ the m  ority of these airplaaea would be of
American mam ifacture. Thair erection by Jlmerican personnel would

cl earl y a.dd. t o t he ef f i c i ency of t he pl an . Lt r , , Si r Char l es
- Por t al t o (  en . Mcl'ar aey , 1 8 Oc t . 1941 , i n AG BTO f i l e 381 and g i v en

ag Q supportiag doaument in Ma .  ]
.
bert Lepaweki s MHtstory oi the

Air Service Command in the European Theater of Operationa.N

`   74 CM- I DT- 52? 6 4- 20- 4 2 ) Adl er t o Arnol d t hr a Ca i r o t o 114 , AtiSEG
_ .

 
  .  860 , 19 Ap di 42.

1   '
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75. Resistaace had pro4ed costly both in mEn and materiel, Msg.,
i MA,   s s i a , t o MILI D ( i , e . , Faymonv i l l e t o 9pal d i ng )

,
  ? 9 ,_ Kulbyshe , 21 Oct, 1941.

76. P,ostov was again in Buasian control by 29 November 1941,

  77, Mr, girk, the A nerican Aiinister to Egypt, urged the United States
not to forget the Near East thea.ter, wh ile ita attention was
concentrated on the Orient. He also wished that consideration be
giQea to the posaibility of American units operating in Diorth
and Weet Africa, against the Aais. 2 emo for Ch3ef of Intelligence
Br , by N,B.  . Ol i v er J , Sa nds , J r . , 15 De c . 1941 ,

78 . C  - I Dt ( 4- 29- 41 )
, Fe l l e r e t o i VD, Cai ro , 25 Apr i l 41 .

79 , Memo f or   2 , AAF by WPD, AA.
F, 10 Sep . 1 941 , i n AAG 666 ,   Bs   ,gB,

Af r i ca.

80, G  4-IH ( 10- 6- 41 )
, Br e t t t o Ar nol d, t hr n Fel l er s t o MI LI D,

  '119 ,
Cai r o, 5 Oct , 41 .

81 . I b i d. , s ee al s o memo f or AC1 S, Wl'D, bg Br i g . Ge n . Car l Spa at z , 24
J a,n . 1941 . Thi s memo i a l abel e d a s da t a of t he BAIDT$OWNo . 5
plaa. It is a reply to a list of assustptions submitted earlier,
These are attached, under 18 Dec. 1940,

82. Ib1d, This stand for the independence of ar y U. S, Armmy group
operating in the Na ddle East was one which General Chaney had takea
in the summer. His argument wes baeed on the fact that, except
in questiona of broa3 strategy and the allocation of units and
ma  or i t ems of e qu i pment , t he Br i t i sh For c e s i n t he  4i ddl e Eas t
were themselves indepeadeat. No control was exercised over the n
in matters pertaining to supnlies, minor equipment, or tactica,l
dispoeitions. Intersstingly enough, he believed that the duties
of an,y

American force in the theater would be concerned mainly
v ri t h dd

_
at r i but i on aad t e chn i cat e s s i s t anc e . CMr-IDT ( 8- 2 Fr-4l )

,
Chaney to WD, 26 Aug. 41, in AAG 381.3. For Geaeral 8rett s
later insistence upon independence of United Statee forces, see
msg,, Brett .to AGWAR , Java, 21 Feb. 42, and that From   iorpe to
AGWAE, Java, 20 Feb. 42,

83. CM- I N ( 10- 6--41 )
, Br e t t t o Arnol d, t hru Sel l er s t o MI LI D, t  ].1 9 ,Cai r o, 5 Oct . d.1 .

84. For a renort on the initial activities of the Air Section of the
Nor t h Af r i can  Ii s e i on , s e e memo f or Gan. Arnol d by G en , ddl e r ,• 14 Dec. 1941, in U. S, 9900-9910, At2 Lib. According to this
account, the techaical echool was eapected to open on lb December.

85. By the middle of December 1941, General Adler report®d that the r         ;'   
   r

J 1_ J 1 1, 1
 

,.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

_   , -  
t

   ̀    
 

143

t rans-,af r i can op er at i on s of Paa Amer i can subs i di ar i e s had be en
• absarbed inta the ,

 uriadiction of his office, and that the
• activities of the lir Corps  'errying Command in the theater had

• al so been t aken under hi e supe rv i s i on. (
,
  i  , See al s o i nt er v i e w

with 4en. Adler, 18 Jan. 1943, in U.
S, 9000,) The scope of

,
General Adl

.er
 a responsibilitiea are suggested in a cabZegram

r whieh he sent to General Arnold in Febraary 1942, r®questing
authorization for the reteation of two transport plaaes, Wlthout
them, the Air Section vo ald be very greatly handicapped, slnce
coatact with regional commandere was essential and air trsnsportation
affor3ed the only satisfactory meaas of travel. The headquarters
o f t he Wht e l er Mi s s i on 1 a3r abou t 1 , 110 mi l e s awaY, and t he di s t anc e s
to Kara.chi and Takoradi were 3,000 aad 3,600 miles respectively.
CM•.IN, Cai r o t o AG, AMSE  1  479 , 24 Feb . 42 .

86. The North Pacific air lane ran from 5en Francisco by we y of Hawaii,
Midway, Wake Island, l ex Guinea (Port Moresby), and 6ustralia
tDar ain), to the Philippines. (  -OUT, AF 1 2b3, Arnold to Brereton,
1 5 J an, 42 . See al s o ATG bookl e t , T

„„ 
he A r Tra n_ sv  ort Co  , 5--F  .

87 , I n t he f al l o f 1941 , b ef or e t he del i v ery of LB- 30 a i r cr af t t o t he
British had been underteken, consideration wae given to the West
African airdromes which might serve as a termina7.

for the trans-
Atlantic fligk t. It had not been thought possible to mske the
trip until ths Bathnret sirdrome was improved, or the Waterloo
airport, near Freetown, Sierra Leone, wae completed. By the end

of November, 1,200.yards of runway would probsbly be ready for use
at Waterloo--a length considered inadequate for heavy bombers.
at that time, the Bathnrst airdrome was reported as having a
1,404-9ard rnnwa ,v,

of which 700 vards were ste l gird, and the
remainder of rolled laterite. By the end of December, it waa
expected that an additional 4 0 yarde xould be available. Of the
twa, the British considered the Bathurgt field better, because of
its greater length of rvnwa,y,

better agproa.ches, and superior
climatic conditiona. See memo for TaG by Lt, Col. W. W, Dick,
24 Oc t , 1 941 , i n 9 A  686 ,   Ba s e s , A  c g ; Cabl e   '1.1 8? , Lee ,
thra MA, to MIhID, hondon, 24 Aov. 1941.

I n J anuary , Takor adl. wa a not r egar ded a s su i t abl e f or t he
unloading of heavy, four--engine planea, for a 8-17 had been damaged
in sinking throngh the eoft-surfaced ramp there. Q i-IN , Cairo
t o A3 ,

  679 AMSEa 21.6 , 1 3 J an. 41 ,
The Pan American base at Accra, about 100 milea ar+ay, wae

thought to meet a11 r®qni.rements,
horrever. Besidea, the Pan

lmerican Compa ny  s mechanics atationed there covld esrvice II. 8.
equipment, and other facilities such as fuel, radio commt nication
f r om gr ou ad t o ai r , hon s i ng , e t c e t era , wer e al s o a4 ai l abl e .  CAi- IN ( 11-   7. .41 )

, Adl e r t o Arnol d , WD g 251 , Cai ro , 2 3 D ov . 1941 ,
The rushing of hea4y bombers to the Far East neceesitated.

provision for increased stocks of oil and gasoline along the

.Iw 1J
`

7 1 1   1 V

_
 r    :

,
T   , i

j  .  . . r  
  . : _-. - ' i : l`  

,,
}   • • .  ( o,  R

I N

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

L   rJ J
'f' 144

,y_ •

ferry route since it vas rea.l
lzed that the RAF would hesitate

_ to reduce its 8upnlies to the danger point. By the fastest
_ means poseible, supplies of this kind were sent from the Unite d

Statea to the West Coast of Aflrica, where they xere distributed
eastverd to Maiduguri by BOAC and pAA agente. FroA Abe,da.n to Port
9udan, additional tankers bore sirailar cargoes to Eastern Africa,

` vhence the oil was transghipped tiestvard as far as F1 Fasher.
At e ll points on the air route, an attempt was made to build up
a reserve of 1,000,000 gallons of 100-octane gaeoline and
proportionate aaaounts of lubricating oil. CM-IN (1-1-42

)
, Cairo

t o A(},    44 8 AMS  G 1 24 , Cai ro , 29 De c . 41.

88. CMrIN (1-22-42}, Cairo to AG,
 638 AMS G 268, 22 Jaa, 42. Every

available transport »lane not otherwise engaged was assigned to
the mo4ement of personnel and cargoes ovor the Far Eaetern route.
CM..OII T ( 2- 28- 4 2 )

, ACFC t o AMS  G, Ca i ro   699 , 28 Feb . 1942 .

89 . The  
,r,

Tr anat or t Command , 5 .

90. Hietory, 19th Bombardment aroup (H), App, B, See also Capt. Howen
Thomas , Born   n B

_
  ,,  ,,

38 • -

91 . T  6  r Tr  Coamland , b- 6; CMr- IN ( 3- 22- 42 )
, Cai ro t o AG,

t  '6 3B AMS  G 268 , 22 J an. 42 .

92 . Memo f or Col . Cr a i g by Col . H, h . Gaor g e , 29 J an . 1942 , i n AS.'  P ,
IY-1-2, Air Routest South Atlantic,

Africa, Asia; memo for CfAS
by AWPD, AddStional Air Houtes: South America, Africa, Indiaa
Oc ean , Au et r al i a , 2 and 3 Feb . 1942 , i  ii„

  , Ad.ams t o CQ, USAFI A,
Melbovrne AF  2   1 and AF  328, 14 and 16 Feb, 1942, in AAG 580.81;
 temo for Col. Mosley,  'oreign D14., ACFC by Brig. Gen. Robert Olda,
1 3 Feb . 1 942 , i n Ai.r AG, 686 , Sou t hern Fer ry Rou t e ,

93, Ms g . , Br e t t t o TA(  , th 466 , 3 Mer ch 4 2,

94 , CM - OUT- 1 9 31 ( 4- 11- 42 )
, $r oner t o MA Ca i r o , WD   ?'99 , 10 Apr i l 4 2 ; memo

f or Cont r ol Of f i cer , Arm r Ai r wa3*$ Communi ca t i on Sy s t em, Bol l i ng Fl d. ,
by Mn . Robe=t M. Zove, ACFC, 16 April 1942, in AAG 000-800, Africa.

95 , ( ener al Br et t ar r i v e d i n Mel bourne on Z  Febr uary 1 942 . Msg . , Bre t t
to AGWAR,

 326, 24 Feb. 42, Msg.,  mmons to AG,
 1,56

7, 6 Jan 42;
Adams t o :  mmons ,

  904 , 7 J an . 42 ; Fmm  ons t o T.4a ,
  2 3?l , 20 Feb . 4r2.

,
96. General Brereton reached India on 25 February 1942, and assumed

command of t he Tea t h Ai r For ce on 2 Ms r ch.
( Meg ,

r 3~•4 -4 ?
,,
 

, Br er et on
t o Arnol d , AMSEG $51 6 , Cai r o , 2 t  a   h 1.94,2.

) I a order t o ef f ec t
_ a necesgary coordination of plans with the Eritish, he estRblished
s his headquarters in  lew Delhi.
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97, Ey 20 February 1942, plens had been completed for the delivery
• of B- 25   s f o r t he Sov i e t Uni on , at Bas r a, i lsg . , Cai ro t o AG, '

• AMS G   6, 20 Feb. 42.

9$. R&P., Gen. Arnold to C en. 9paatz, on Conversation with Sir Chasles

_
For t al , 1 J an. 1942 , i n AFAEP, WP I I I- A -2 , Gr e at Hr i t a i n No. 1
(28 Feb. 1941-30 apr. 1942).

99. Directive memo for AWPD by Iat. Col. C, n.
Duncaa, on Combat Units

and Per s onne l t o t he llear Ea s t . . . , 2 J an. 1942 , i 1  ,  i ; Comment
f or CG AAF, 1 8 J an .   .

942 , i n AFAEP, WP•. I I I- Nea r Ea s t Overal l .

100. CM-OUT (1-22-42
)
, dd ame, SJdS, to AMSEa, Cairo  435, 21 Jan. 42,

1 01 . Comment f or Ca AA  ', 1 8 J an . 1942 , i n WP- I I I - Ire ar Eaat OQer a11 .

102. Memo for CJAC by Zt, Col, John B. Cooley , on Task Forces for Britain
and Cairo, 17 Jan. 1942, in AVkEP, ytP-III-A.-2, Great Dritain, No, 1.

103, Memo by xepresentative of Britiah Chiefs of Staff, on No4ement

of Two U, S, Pttr eu i t Squa dr ons t o Egqp t , CCS 4 6, 20 Feb . 1 942 ;
B&R, gWPD to C}en. Speatz, on Establishwent of Two U. S.

Pursuit
Groups in the Near East, 24 Feb, 1942, in WP-iII-Near Tast Overall.

104 . lat r . , l   'D t o Si r Char l e e Port al , 3 Feb . 1942 , i n WP- I I I -   -2 ,
ar ea t Br i t a.

i n , No. l . Se e al s o memo f or Gen . Arnol d by Col .   . L.
George, on   4i8M of Strategic Conaiderations . . ., 7 Feb. 1942,
  •

105, This position the British held until spring.
The loss of   ound

which necesaitated the line of defense running south from Tobruk

was attributable, in part, to the withdrawal of trooAS aad eouip -
ment to the Far East.

1 0 6. Memo by Renr e e ent at i v e s of Br i t i s h Chi e f s of St af f , on Pol i cy o f
Disposition of United States and British Air Forces, CCS 47, 22 Feb,
1942,

The British were to eccept responeibility for the conabletion
of the eaisting program of air force sxpansion in the  iiddle East,
whi ch r:oul d enabl e t he!n t o g i v e Eome suppor t t o Turk ey , wi t h a
measure of assistance from the United States.

If the strategic
situation so required, the Un+ted 5tates also was to be prepe.r$

d
to provide a heavy bomber force for the Middl

.e
East--Srom the

firat two heavy bomber groups allocated to the United gingdom,
- Memo for Gen. Arnold, by Col. H. L. George, ? Feb, 1942, on Review

of Strategic Considerations . . . for gssignment of 0. S, Haavy
Bombar dment Uni t s t o t he fi ear Ea s t , i n WP- I I I- A..2 , (  r ee t Br i t ai n ,

• No. 1,

1 0 7
,

  ten o f o r AG  S , AWPD , by Ma 3 . (3 e n . Mi l l a r d F
,

Ha rmo a , on A
.A

F Pl an e

• i \ +
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a.nd Pro  ec t s , 20 .' :ar ch 1942 , i n AFAEP, WP- I I L•B.-1 ; nemo f or t en,
  Brnold by 0. A, Anderson {for Col. H. 6. Craig), Ai.r

IInita for
Middle and or Near East, 24 March 1942, in AFAEP, WP--1, 4eneral
DTo. 2. CCS 5S, msg,, from the Prime Minister to the President,
on the Current Strategic Situation, 5 March 1942.

  108. Memo for Gen. Arnold, on Cairo, 17 Merch 1942, in AFAEP, WP-IIL-  •4,
E  rpt ,

149 , C  IN ( 3 -2C~-42 )
, tdA, Cai r a , t o WD, 19 Mar ch 42 . Col onel Fel l e r g

r epor t ed t hat , i n t he Mi dctl e Ea s t ( Egv̀pt , Pal ,e s t i ne , 9udan )
, t her e

were 2,077 planes, of xhich onl  553 were serviceable. Se en
hundred of those out of repair were said to be pt '"suit planes,
DTote to memo for Gen, Arnold by 0, A, Anderson (for Col. H. A.
Cr a i g }

, Ai r Un i t a f o r Mi ddl e and/ or Ne ar Ea s t , 2fi N ar ch 194 2 , i n
AB'1  P , WP- 1 , Gener al No. 2.

110, It we.s understood that considerable difficulty in effecting  uick

repairs wae being experienced in the Middle East, because of the
l a ck of a pas t a--l i s t c at al ogue , aad f a i l u re t o ehi p l i s t s of part s
with crateffi. The British had vn dertaken to propare a catPlogue
of par t s f or   aoner i can- marnif ac tur ed ei r c r   f t . Unt i l t hi s publ i cat i on
was available, it wes necessary for mechanics to uas American
catalogues, if any efficiency was to be achieved in the theater.
Memo f or Gen . Arnol d by Ool . Ii . A. Cr ai g , 24 Mar ch 1 94  2 , i n VfP- I I I-
Near Paat OQera11, and WP-IY-C.

111 . CM•-OVT ( a.-28- 42 )
, ACFC t o 6t  SEG, Ca i r o # 699 , 28 T eb . 42 ; CM~OV  - 32

( 3 -4r-42 )
,   irnol d t o Br er e t on ,

  AF' 3f 53, 4 Mar ch 42 ; CM- I N ( 3 -10- 42 )
,

Wi l son t o 3G'  AR, New Del hi   68 , 9 Mar ch 42 .

112 . Th i s mi s s S.on i nvol 4 e d t he mov i ng of 30 , 0 00 g a.1?on s of ga s ol i ne and
500 ga,llons of oil to China for the use of ( eneral Doolittle s
airmeEn, Two of the 10 DC-3 s were engaged first in transferring
8,000 gallone of gasoline from Calcutta to asaasol--a taa  made
neceasary by the critical character of the tsctical eituation.
Za t er t hi s car go wa s de l i ve r ed t o Chi na , v i a Di n  an . Lt r „ Mr .
8 , l i, Bi xby t o Col . W. F, 9 ol andt , 1 Spr.i l 194 2 , i n AA(  686 , Ai r
Bases, Africa; C  -IN-7009 (4»26-42), New Delhi (i.e. Erereton) to
8 G  '6fl ,   Aqui l a 549 , 26 dpr i l 42 ; Hi s t ory of I ndi ar Ch i na Fer ry
Command (1942).

113. For the geaeral situa.tion, see msg., Adler to Arnold(thru Cairo to

. a f  , f or A IS EG)
, 27 Feb , 42 ; ms g . , ACFC t o AMSFG, Cai r o $69 9 ,

28 Feb . 42. ( ener al jVhe el er   s de s i gxtat i on wa a t hat of Commandi ng
t  eneral , SOS, U. S. A, F, i n Chi na , Burma , and I ndi a.

(Meg . , .AG t o
- Sr i g , Gen. R, A, Whe el er , AHiSI B ; 1 20 , 28 Feb , 4 2 .

) At t he seme
_ time Ma , f#en. Zewie H. Brereton was ar pointed Commanding deneral

of the gmerican Air Forces in India, I
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,

`
4 Y _  J

V ' L .
- -  t - -

- 1l I

  T

I
 

l  1

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

    :   

          147

114 , CM- IN ( 3- 4- 42 )
, Brer e t on t o Arnol d , AMSEG  / 61 6 , Ca i r o , 2 Nlar ch 4 2 .

• At the end of February, General A, .
ler was in Indis, where it wae

hoped that he might•remain until the arrival of the Tenth Air
For ce , (CM- I N ( ?r 24- 4 2 )

, Ad].er t e AGQ, t   r u   taxwel l , AMSEa   476,
Cairo, 24 Feb„ 42; and C  I1  (2-27-42), Adler to Arnold, thru Cairo

.
to gG, 27 Feb. 42.) Hia transfer was requested a few daye later,( Se e t he abov e cabl e and al s o CI  OUT- 35 ( 3 -5--4 2 )

, Ar nol d t o Er er et on ,
  AF 3  89 , 5 Mar ch 42 ; and memo f or Chi ef , 'r PD, WD4S, t o Gen. Arnol d ,
24 Mar ch 1942 , i n AAG 2'i 0, 68 , ti i l . De t a i l .

) Si nc e hi s aer v i ce s
had been emin®ntly satisfactory, his tranafer to the Indian theater
wa a much r egr e t t ed . CN - I  I,

( 3 -9- 4 2 )
, Ma cwel l t o s GWAR, 8 Ms ch 4 2,

115, On 9 March 1942, General Adler cabled to 4eneral Arnald that he
had  ust returned from India, where all information and plans
previously prepared for General Brereton s region had been turned

ov er t o hi m. He hi mgel f was s t andi nE; by , r ead,y t o g i ve aay f ar t her
a as i Bt anc e t ha t he c oul d. (CM- I N (   -9- 4 2 )

, 8dl .er t a Arnol d; t hr t 
Maar el l t o 9 Gt AS ,   '.r40 AhISEG, S Mar ch 4 2 . ) Appar ent l y t he ef f or t s
of t he Ai r Se c t i on wer e qui t e ex t ens i v e , f or , on 1 3 Ms ,r ch , (3e ner al
Maawell reaueeted that six enlisted men be commiseioned ae secoad
l i eu t enant s , and f our aa f i r s t l i eu t ent nt e , i.n t he Ai r Corp s ,
becauae of outataading e ccellence in performing dutiea connected

with the orgasiization of the dir Service Comma.nd in India, CMr-IN
( 3 -14- 42 )

, Ms awel l t o A  WAR, J lt  i}   570 , Cai r o , 1 3 March 42 ,

11 6.   g Ts nt h A  F  g , 1g42 , d A,E' Hi et or i cal St udi e s , No. 12 (Aug .
1944}, 19, 82. See also Hiatory, Has., Tenth A ' Service Command
(1 9 4E)

,

1 17 . Memo f or C  S by Lt . Col . 0 . A. Ander s on , s.ct i ng ACf g S,
 

5 Mar ch
1942, on E stablishment of Air Service Commands in Africa, the Near
Ea s t , Mi ddl e Ea s t . . . and Chi na , i n WP_ I Y, Far Ea$t Ov eral l ,

11 8. Meffi o f or A- 4 , l AF' by g WPD, 4 2 tar ch 1942 , i n WP- I I I , I e s r Eas t
Ov er at l .

119. Among the vanguard Was the flight of heavy bombers and transports,
which arrived in India on 7 April, under the leadership of Col.
Caleb V, Hayneg and Col. Robert L. Scott.

120. In sll, 17 PAb pilots seem to have participated in the ferrying
of these plane9 to China--9 in the first groups, and 9 xho flew
the 1.ast

9 planea to be assembled. Seport No. 1 oa planes for AYG

- and Chinese by Col. John Y. York.Jr., 6 Marah I942, in AAG 450,
Indi a  .Ch i na. Se e a1 s o Ci  - I g ( 3- 1 8- 42 )

, St i l we l l t o AGWAR,
  374 ,

1 8 Mar ch 42 ,•

J CCS 39 1 14 March 1942, See also Colonel I'ellers e comment,121.
/  

,
Cai r o t o MI LI D,   1.1

4 9 , 19 June 42 .

1 `
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122 . CI L- IN.-1 794 ( 5- ?- 4 2 )
, Crom t o Arnol d t hr u CP„i ro t o AG, AMS  G   1 00b ,

•   6 I ay 42. For Colonel Cromts responsibilities, see note 11?.

1 2 3. Ct•3.•I N- i 010 ( 5•.1 1-  2 )
, Scot t , t hrn Fel l er s , t o 1tILI D,

  '10 31 , Ca i r o ,
10 May 42 ,

1 ?f -. When t h® qn e s t i on of r e t ai n i ng Cur t i s s aa d Dougl as me che ni cs f or
anothar three-month period had been raised in Jenuary, it xas
po i n t ed out t ha t , i n t he f  i t ur e , i t woul d be wel l t o t ermi nat e  
contracts of this kind. For a small group of civilian mechanics,
there seemed to be little need. Their etatus presented legal aad
other difficnlties. For a  estensive pro ecta aet up later, it
Mras recommended that military personn®1 be used. Since the RAF
bad already acquired a good deal of experience, and the Air Section
vas undertaking a program of technical instruction, it  ras doubt-
l e e s t hought t he.t mat t er e coul d be handl ed i n t hi s trayp: Mag. ,
l dl er t o WD,

  556 A  1SEa 20 8 , Ca i ro , 11 J an. 4 2 .

1 25. C 4- I N- 1 834 ( 5--?- 42 )
, Cr om f ar Ar nol d , t hru Cai r o t o 84 ,

  '1005 ,
6 May 1942,

126, See the following message sent, in parts, by Col. ' illiam H.
Cr om t o 3e neral Arnol d , on 1 ?   Say , i n r epl y t o an i nqui ry r eg ar di ng
r epai r and ma i nt enanc e ( CM- OII T- 690 ) : CM- I I  48 34 ( 5- 18- 4?.

)
,

1 MSEG iW].110 ; C Dd- I N•.5 31 7 ( 5- 19- 42 )
, a c or r ect ed c opy of CM. I N- 4 908

( 5- 1 8--4z ) ; C1  I N- 4 879 ( 6- 18- 42 ) ; C1  •IN•.4 909 ( 5.-18- 42 ) ; CM..I N- 4 85 6
( 5- 18- 42 ) ; t  I- I N- 48?0 ( 5 -18- 42 )

.

12?. Flith a capacity of ?3 studenta , the attendance by weeks wa.s 6, 33,
54, 65. With the capacity increesed to 12A-, the attend8ace was
59 , 71 , 71 , S0 . CNl  I Di- 17?6 ( 5- ?..42 )

, Cr om t o Ar nol d , t hr u Cai ro
t o AGWAR,

  +100 5 , 6 NI  y 4 2 , Thi s me s s age f e par t 1 of a repor t
based on an invegti ;ation recuested on 15 April, becauae it had
been rumored that t ,e 3AI' in Egypt hed not taken adPantage of the
l mer i can Te chni c al School . C9  .-IN- 2?91 ( 4- 1 5- 4 2 )

, Arnol d t o A1 tSEa ,
Ca i r o , i D 1 540 , 15 gpr i l 42 . See a1.s o ms g, , Maxwel l t o AGWAB,
AMSFCt3   1.21 ? , Ce i ro , 25 May 42 , conc ern i ng t he coa t i nuance of t ra i nr
in    or mechanics on American equipment.

1 28. CM- I D  -2454 ( 5- 0. •4 2 )
, Crom t o g rnol d , t hru Maacwel l t o A(  , AMSEG

1 10 3? , Ca i r o, 8 Ma,y 1942 , Se e e l s o t he r ep l y g i v ea i a AMS  G   10 3?
( Out )

, 21 D ay 42 .

• 129. CM- I N ( 3 -9•-4 2 )
, Ac 1 er t o Arnol d , t hru N' eacwel l t o A4WA8 , AMSEa $540 ,

Cai ro , 8 Mar ch 4 ?, .
• 1 30 . CM- I N- 52  '6 ( 4 • 20- 4 2 )

, Ad1.er t o Arnol d , AMSEG   8 60 , Cai r o , 19
Agril 1942, At the end of February , 4eneral Adler hnd cabled to
General Arnold that Abadan, as then planned, would be ready about
1 Apr i l . Ct  I DT ( 2. -26- 42 )

, AMSEG   49 8 , a8   'eb . 4 2.

1 31 . I bi d. See al s o Cr  - II  - 4 834 ( b- 18- 4 2 )
, Crom 

t o A     , "
.

-
 
 

.
•  _::- , ,

   
I V

 

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

4
_

f _.  ,  
  'T . -

   ` 
 /e

. . . . . ,
1  

_
• J

i
1

"*  7
l • 

pt . I , Ca i ro , 17 N;ay 4 2,
 

1 3,2, CM- II  -5276 ( 4-   ,̂0- 42 )
, AdI er t o Ar nol d , Al  SEG   8 60 , 1 9 Apr i l 4 2 .

1 33, I  . Se e a1 s o Cl  •-IN,
( 5- 1- 42 }

, Shi ngl er t o AGWAR, AA4SIa   04 ,

 
Basra, 30 Apri1 42; GM-IN-1664 (6-6 42}, Shingler to 9rQWA8,
AMSi x   348 , Ba s r a , 4 June 42 ,

1 34 . For ar rangeament s r egardi ng t he del i v ery of B- 25 i s , aee CM- OUT
( ?..20r42 )

, AMSEG   456 , 20 Feb . 42 . Ther e   re r e t o be ?2 8- 25   s
del i v er ed t o t he Sov i e t Uni on at Bas r a .

( CM- I D1 ( 3- 20 -42 )
, Adl er

for Echols, Olda, and Arnold, 6M  G #609, Cairo, 18 March a  ,
)

They wer e t o be con s i der ed U, S, S, R, pr op er t  r upon l e av i ng Mi   i ,
Under lend-lease agreement, no replacement was provided for an,y
airplane aesigned to a foreign nation, after it  ras turned over to
ferry personnel, in the event that complete replacement was required,
The A -20C planes, on the other hand, were regarded as property of
t hs U, S. S, R, whe n t hey wer e pr epa.r ed f or i oadi z.  a t t he por t of
embarka t i on, ( CM- OUT 6422 ( 5- 29- 42 } AF'A3C t o AMSI R, Bas r a   2...' 9 ,
2B May 42.

) By 26 hlarch 1942, General Adler cabled to General Olda
the.t the delivery of B_25 s to the Soviet Union at Shaibah wae
well in hand. DeliPeri a were cnade by the ACFC pilots to the
Wheeler Mission, which waQ the only accredited agency rrith whom
the U,5,S,R, would deal. Aasisted by 12 men from the American
dommand, the RA 'was then performing a11 maintenance.

(( I-IN
( 3- 26- 4 2 )

, Ad.l er t o Ol da, AMSIDa   6b6 , Cai ro , 2 6 Mar ch 4 2.
) By

1 9 Apr i l , f our 8 - 25   s hed be en r e c e i v ed, CM•.Z3  527 fi (4 -24- 42 )
,

&il er t o Arnol d , 9.'  S  G   860 , Cai ro , 19 Apr i l 42 .

1 35 ,   d- IN ( 3 - 20- 42 }
, Adl er t o Bchol s , Ol ds , and Arnol d , AMSEG   609 ,

_
Cairo, 18 March 42. CM-I  -0495 (5-2  42), Shingler, thru Meawell,
to AGWAR, AMSFG  972, Caira, 1 M  42.

  1 36. C L-IN- 527 6 ( 4  20- 4 2 )
, Adl er t o Arnol d , AMSBG   SEO, 19 Apr i l 42.

See al s o Cl  - OUT- fi 4--2w ( 5- 29- 4 2 )
, AFASC t a A:4SI R, Ba s r a   229 , 26

 day •i 2.

137, CM-IN-5962
(6-19-42), Orom to Arnold and Miller, thru Ma cwell to

AG' IAR, AM  G   1 501 , Ca i r o , 1 8 June 4 2; and r epl y t o t h i s me ae  e ,
?1 June 42. See also ltr., Gen. Arnold to Col.  ugene F. Gillespie,
of t he U. S, ?  i l . Mi s s i on t o t he U. S, S. &, i n Teher an , 1 8 June 1 94 2 ,
with incla., in g.A

G 000-800, Misc., Africa.

• 1 38 . CM- IN- 52 ?6 (4 -20- 42 )
, Adl e r t o Arnol d, AMS  G   860 , 1 9 l pr i l 42 ,

1 39 . CM- IN ( 5- 1 8- 42 }
, Crom t o Arnol d , AM  G   '1.110 , pt . 7 , 1? Ms 3r 42 .

- 140 . Memo f or CG ,  .  ' by Col . T, J . Han].ey , Jr . , AC/AS, .A- 4 , on
Or gani zat i oa of Af r i can Theat er of Op er at i ans , 1 2 Aie y 19 42 , i n WP- IY

  -        ̀ f   
.   .-'.

.        
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Far East Overall. See also Report to the CG AA 'Ferrying Cammsnd,
  by Lt. Col. Zouis S. Gimbel, 3 May 1942, in Air Transport Commaad

Book ( 1 9  - 1 942 )
, A.-2 Li b.

141. Late in December 1941, the Air Corps Ferrying Command had been

.
reorgaaized iato General Heada

_
uarters, and Domestic and Foreign

Di vi e i ons , l at er cal l ed 6fi ng s ,
( See 00 No . 3, 30 De c . 1941 .

) Ths
  'or e i   .

Di v f s i on , i n t ur n , was eubdi v i ded i nt o s e c t or s . Of t he s e ,
t w o wer e l o cat ed i n Af r i ca . The Sn'e s t Af r i ca.n

Se ct or i nc l uded t he
stations at Frsetown, Monrovia, T  oradi, Accra, Lagos, and gano,
with Ac *a as the point of control. From headquert2rs at ghartoum,
the officer fn charge of the East  crican Sector directed ACFC

actiQities from El Fasher to  arachi, along the route rnnni ; by
way of Cairo, Baghdad, and Basrra., as well ae along that eztending
across southern Arabia to India, See 60  30. 2, Hq. Foreign Division,
ACFC, 1 5 J aa . 1 942 . For a fh l ].er di acu s ai on , s e e A61' Hi s t or i cal
St udi e s , rTo . 3a , A

_
dmi n i s t rat i 9 e   t      g,

Fer rv i  * Comm d,
    C 

.N
   

.  . ,
  d 

.-  

1 42 , CM.-OUT ( 2 -12•-4.2
)

, ACFC t o AMS  Q, Cai ro   5 80 , 11 Feb . 42 . Se e
e1.ao paraphraee of ltr., Lt. Gen. P. G, Kemr to CG, Foreign Div.,
dat e d 11 Feb . 1942 , i n ATC Gent r a;.

I'i l e s ; and CT  -OUT ( 2- 21--42 )
,

Ol ds t o Adl er , t hr u ACFC t o .  Na  G, Ca i r o # 650 , 2? Feb. 42 .   'or
General Adler s assvmption of duties connected with PAA and ACFC
operations in Africa,  ee n. 85, Chap. II,

14 3, C2 i- UUT ( 2 ..8- 42 )
, Arnol d t o Adl er , t hrh. ,

AWPD t o AN:SEa , Ca i r o
  5 56 , 8 Feb . 42. Se e al s o A00 l e t t er 1 &0 ( 2- 1  42 ) MSC- D- D4
18 Feb. 1942, on closing out oQerseas contracts etc. For the
terrnination of the contract on 15 Dec. 2942, see xistorical
Heport, 1202d AAF Base Unit, C  FD-ATC, 30 Jea. 1942 -30 June 1944.

14 4. C'i  - 4UT- 205 9 ( 4- 11- 4 2 )
, '. tar s hal l t o Mea re l l , AMS  a , WD '1 '525 , 11

April 42. See aleo lt :, AG 32w.2 AAF Ferrying Command (5-29-42)
  :O- F- bS, 6 June 194 2.

145, Memo for Ca AAF, by Col.
T
. J. Hanley, 12 Me y 1942, on Drganization

of African Theater of Operatioas, ia WP-IQ Far East Overall.

14 6. For a de t ai l ed ou t l i ne of Ge ner al   'i t zGer al dt s dut i e s , s e e B&,S
Br i g . Gen . H, h . Geor ge t o Br i g . Gen. Shepl er W. Fi t zGer al d , l b
June 1942 , Le t t e r of I ns t ruc t i ons , i n AFAEP, 1- C, As s i gnment s ,
Bk . 2 ( ? J a.a -31 De c , 1942 )

.

147, ror General FitzGera],
d s departure  rom Bolling Field on 16 June

1942, see Rsport of Change of Station under that date. The time
  of hi s ar r i val i n Ac cra a nd h i s f ormal as s ucapt i on of t he AAF'

Ferrying Command on 27 June 1942 are given in Historical xeport,
1202d AAF Base Unit.

 
.
,
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.  
By l e t t er AG 320 . 2 ( 6--1 3- 4 2 ) MS-   , N:. , 1 6 June 1942 , on Command

`   i n t he Af r i c a. •t  i ddl e I  a s t t heat er , Gener al Fi t za er al d al s o wa s
_ a s e i gn ed t o dut y a s Comrnandi ng Gener al U. S. Arm .r For ce s i n Cent ral

Africa (USAFICA), a newly created command with head.quarters
i n i t i al l y at Ac cr a . Wi t h t he ex c ept i on of per sonnel of t he AAF'

_
Ferrying Command (see paragraph 2 of the sbove letter), this command
included a11 U. S, Army troops and installations ia Gambia, Sierra
Zeone, Ziberia, the ( old Coaet Colon,y, Nigeria, French FquQtorial
Af r i ca , t he Bel g i an Co ngo , Uganda , g ez va , I t al i an 6omal i l a.nd,
Tangan p i ka , and ASadag a s cas .

For General FitzGeral.
d s assignment to the USAFICA command

  n add i t i on t o hi s du t i e s a s Commandi ng r3en®r a1. , Af r i ca -A  i ddl e
Ea s t Wi ng , AAF' Fer ry i ng Commaa  7

, s e e ms g. , Ul i o t o MI ZOBS  RQEB,
Accrz, WD '  0, 17 June 42. For his letter of instructiona
count er s i gned by Er i g , (3e n . T. T. Handy f or l c f s , OPD, and s i gne d
by ren. G

. C. Marahall, 20 June 1942, aee AFA P, 1-C, Aasign-
ments, Bk. 2 (1 Jan.-31 Uec. 1942),

148. With tha checking of Field Marshal Rommel s advance in I'ebruary,
activitiea dwindled to a series of harassing operations. A month
of heavy sandstorma checked aperationg from the middle of April
to the middle of May. 3oon thereafter, while the British rer®
cont enpl at i ng an at t ack , Gener al Rommel l aunched an of f ea s i v e of
hia own. In its early stages, operationa were favorable to the
British. On 26 M  r, however, the Germe.n forcea swept around the
southern fl ank of the British dafenses at Bir T3achein, and 8sove
behind them northward toward the coast, between  1 ( azala and
Tobruk, On 13 June, British forcee were drawn into an ambush. Of
300 tanks ia action. 230 were lost---without a correaponding d

.aIDage
t o t he enemsr, Tha t d.ey ma.rked a t urn i ng poi nt i n t he c ampai gn.

149. CM-IN-7847 (6-24 42), Alexandria (Aockwell) to OPNAY 222010,
NCH 0   3 , 2 3 June 42,

1 50 . Q L-OUT••149 3 ( 6•-6- 42 )
, OPD t o I iA, Cai r o  }8 75 , 5 June 42.

151. 1'or a review of the varioua Britieh sad A.merican plans setting
forth methoda by which reinforcemeata might be meved to the
Mi ddl e Ea s t , s e e CCS 84 , I t em 1 , on U. S. Be i nf o rc ement s f or t he
Mi ddl a Ea et , .

1 52, The Memor aa dvan f or Agr eement bet ween   e,a  3!'nl . Arnol a, Aear Admi r al
To rer s , and Ai r Chi e f Mar shal Por t al , on 27.

Junc 1942 , Ya s not +aeen

. by the author. For its adoption, however, see CCS 61 1, on Aircraft
Sitnation in the United Nations, 2 July 1942. According to the
Arnold-Slessor-Towers agreement, sia fighter groups were allocated

• to the Middle Bast ia September 194 2, See CCS 61 1 18 Sep, 1942.
The possibi3.

ity of using American civilians in Egypt for maintenance
wa a i nv e s t i gat e d , i n t he hope of fl   ct her i ng pl ans f or t he ar r i val

i r   ;/ V   .
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of Amer i c an uni t s . (  +I- OUT- 542*i ( 6- 22- 4 2 )
, dFABI t o AMSEG, Cai ro

- 9P  112 , 22 June 42 ._
153, CCS 8712, 10 July 1942, on ShipPing Implicativne of Propoaed Air

Fo rc e Depl oyment , Se c . 1 . See al s o CCS 87f 1 ( 2 4 June ) aad CCS 87

,
(30 June), for additional material on ahipping arraagements.

1 54 . J   CCS 39   1 , 14   lar ch 1942 . See e ].s o CM- IN- 1149 ( 6- 19- 4 2 )
, F̀el l er s

to WD, 19 June 42.

155 . CM  OUT- 570 0 ( 6- 2 3- 42 )
, Mar ehal l t o St i l wel l , New Del hi   61 6, 23

Ju ne 42 . Owi ng t o l ack of en  i ne s , a cr i t l c al mai nt ena nce
situation existed in India at the time.

(Msg.,
{6-21-42

) Adler
t o AFA6C, t hr  .i

Ere r et on t o AaWAR, Ao_u
i ].a

  151 , New Del h i , 20 Jwne
42 , ' Se e al s o CM- I IJ 7957 ( 6. .24- 42 )

, no s i gns t ur e , Aau i l a   311 , 24
June 42.

) Only 10 bombers could be aseembled at the moment. Of
t he s e 7 ws r e t o depar t at onca, and t he r ema i n i ng 3 woul d f ol l o r
a e s oon a s t hev wer e mr  de r e ad,  , As eng i ne s and o t her e au i pment
be came av ai l abl e , addi t i onal pl ane e woul d be f or war ded,

t oo.
( t  i- I DT-

81 83 ( 6- 25 - 4 2 )
, btew Del hi t o AGWAR,   Aau i l a 2 319 , 25 June 4 2.

) In
sll, 18 combat planeB seem to have been transferred to the Middle
Eas t - - 11 B- 1'    s , 6 8--24D  e , and 1 LD- 30 .

( CM- I N- 11 508 ( 8 -30- 42 )
,

New Del h i t o A(   lAl  , Aqu i l a   4359 , 29 Aug , 4 2r --corr ect ed copy o f
Cid- I   -11 266 ( 8- 34- 42 )

.
) General Brer et on wa e na t i f i ed ear l y i n

Jul,  that he was authorized to obtain bomba from India, if the
s i t uat i on demanded such a ct i on. C:f.- OUT- 2279 ( 7•-9- 42 )

, Gi  , AP fMZSCA,
DTew Del hi ,

  6 2 , 8 Jul y 42 .

15 6. A mi ni mum s t af f and t he combat c re wa c ompr i s ed a t ot al of 60
of f i cer s and ag nr o  i mat el y 1 65 enl i et e d men. Ib i  i ,,

Ac t ual l
,y

t he avmb er of enl i at e d me n ma?,P
hav e be en onl y 1 60 ( 1 39 f r om t he

9 t h Bombar dment So,uadr on , a.nd 21 ai rpl ane and engi ne me chani c s
f r om t he 4 36t h Bombar dment 5o_ur  dr on ) . CM- OUT- 5534 ( 9- 1 6--4 2 )

,
OPD, t hru Mar ahal l , t o l ia.awel l , AtdS      9 39 , Ca i ro , 1 6 Seti . 42 .

1 57. CM- OUT- 65 66 ( 6- 2 6- 42 )
, AFADS t o AMSEG   '11 54 , f or Brer et on and

St i l wel l , 25 June 4? ; al s o GM- IIJ- 342fi ( 7- 1 0- 42 )
, Cai ro t o Aa ,

. A iSME y 1 68 , 9 Jul y 4^,

15 8. C:;.-I N- 81 83 ( 6- 25- 42 )
, TJea Del hi t v AGWAR, Aqui l a   2 319 , 25 June 4 2 .

1 59 , Cri- OUl - 41 89 ( 6- 1 7- 42 )
, IJ1_

i o t o AMSEa , Ca i r o , WD   '1066 , 1 7 June 1 94 2 ;
l t r „ AG 320 , 2 ( 6- 1 3 -4 2 ) MS- E. M„ d.at ed 1 6 Jun e 194 2 , on Command i n

• African Middle Eastern Theater, According to the inatructions of
thia letter, the U. S. Ar y Forces in the Iiiddle East ae a consand
includgd military  urisdiction o er a11 U. S. Art ,y

troops and
• installations in Egypt, such parts of Libya as were occupied by

f or ce s of t he Uni t e d r at i ons , Ang3 o- Lgypt i an Sudan , Aby s s i n i a ,
Er i t r ea , Er i t i s h Somal i l and , Sy r i a , Pal e s t i ne , Tr ana  orda.n , Ar ab i a ,

l
-

 
 
.
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Ìurkey, Iraq, and Iraa---with two eacdptions (noted in paragraphs
• 2 and 3 of the letter ). The first of these eaceptioas psrtained

t o t he ac t i v i t i e s and f e c i l i t i e a of t he AA  ' Ferry i ng Comme nd,
exclusive of the security measures and combat e®er$encies
authorized by letter, AG 322,2, AAF Ferrying Command (5-29-42)
i IO-F-M, 6 June 194r2. The second eaception hmd to do with the

  Spe c i al Mi e s i on of I  a ,
j , Ge n. J ohn N. Gr e el y i n I r an- - s  n agency

operatiag directly w ader the War Department,

1 60 , Ctd- I Db- 7 2?, 2
( 6- 22r-42 )

, 2 Isx tirel l t o SF1J  i , t hru Cai r o t o At3WAR,
AMSI   ,

  6 , 22 Jvn e 42 , ae ner al i zax wel l bel i ev ed t ha t t he cr eat i oa
of t hi s new command rroul d cl   r i f y t he s t atu a of var i ou a s etai -
dependent groups and activities which British Headquartera in the
NSi ddl e Fa s t al r e ady l ooke d t o hi m t o cont rol and admi ni et e r .
Among t he s e , he ment i oned s t ude nt s a t Br i t i sh s chool s , obaerver s
with tactical un.

its gainin.g combst ea erienee, and the special
1laison duties of the military atta. 

he in Ce.iro.
I'he diaseminatioa

of war information and the collection of strategic data by detached,
8emimilitary agencieg were activities causing considerable eoncern
t o r e apons i bl e Br i t i sh of f i c i r  l s . Undoubt edl y i t woul d s o on be
ae c e aeary t o def i ne t he i r r el at i or_s hi p t o t he new comrns nd.

( CM- I I  -
559 a ( 6- 1?- 4 ,2

)
, hia cwel l t o I :2r s h.a1 1 , t hrn Ca i r o t o AG, &  iS;EG   7.

494 ,
17 Jvne 42.

) Colonel Hodges, an engineer a,lreedy in the theater,
wa s de s i gnat ed a.s ac t i ng chi ef of t he II , S: ?Ei l i t ary Nor t h Af r i can
Mi s ei on on 19 June 194 2 , (  +I- IN- 70 35 ( 6- 22 - 4 2)

, Ca i r o t o A(3', Afl
  MSBa 1 15 33, 21 June 4 2 ,

l fi l . CI 4- I 13- 190 3 ( 6-   - 42 ) Ca i r o t o AG, ANiSt  :   36 , 29 June 4 2.

1 62 . GO No . 4 , LTSAFI ME, ?. 8 Ju ne 42. Se e al s o Clf- IN- 9 61 0 ( 6- 29- 42 )
,

Cai r o t o Aa , AI tSI    35 , 29 June 42 ; and GO . .o . 1 , USA '  AF', 2 8
June 42,

1 6 3, CM- CUT- 5 701 ( 6- 2 i - 42 )
, OPD t o AM  G, Cai r o   i 11 8 , 2 3 June 42 .

164, AG ltr, 320.2
(6-26-42) MS-A 'AGT, dated 27 June 1942, "9th Air

For ce , " and l t r , , hsaj , Gen, U1 i o t o CG USAFIl+  , 2? Jua e 1942 , When
t he orgea i zat i on of t he Isi nt h Ai r   'or ce was f i r s t undert aken i a
Ja.auary

1942, it wae destined for DTorth Irelaad.
(Ztr,, AAG to

GG AFCC, 9 J &n . 1942 , at t ached t o   , r"s  3 , 9AF t o AAG, 9 J an. 194 2 ,
in Air  G 320,2, 9th 8F.

) The gr up$ to comprise the Air Force
weret  

.at and 54th Pursuit (I), 46th Bombardment (L), 12th
Eombardment ( M)

, and 67t h Ob aer v at i on .
(2 :ema f or CG AF'CC, by Col .

_
W. k'. Di ck , 10 J an , 1 94? , i b i  ,

) Eef ore i t wa s s che dnl ed f or
movement overseas, the actoption o#'project BOI  changed the
strategic plans for the British Isles. The air task force wae

• therefor  dfamembered, end its combat units widelv scattered.
In the transfer, the 12th Bambardment Groun was assi ned to
Egypt in the summer of 1942,

(See Chep. III of this atud,y, a.nd
  .P  'Ri  2 .

)
  '1  :  ,  _ . y ._:

  - ""'_  .
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  10   :e v ° " ,
t  18 r,6 G. '?     S t e r $   .1  C'l.

- i P.F.  .(
.LC1Ll b.r

t ° I' 8
  5puadron , 5t h u i r Sup - or t Co  t: .d , h«d b een r ede s i   n   t ed   ead-

cuar t er s o.nd t:oc dc ur r t er s Squa  :.r on , i'i nt r  i i r For ce , by A4 l e t t s r
:a20 . 2 (   5- 42 ) I  DS- a F of B Apr i 1, 194 2 . Th i F uni t wa s l at er
t r ar s f er r ed t c :  ol l i ng Fi el d,  da s'r. i n  t on ,  :. C. , i n ?;r epars t i on f or
service overseas.

(t - emo to CG   AF by  ri . Gen. Hu e Yeabod,Y,
Di r . of '     r Or  ; a.ni za i cn      o.

i iovement , 4 J u l y 194 2 .
) On 15 dpr i l

194 2 t he c orapo e i t i on of t he :Ti nt 'r. Ai r For ce  raG r ©r o r t e3 a s cons i s t -
i n  of t wfl bomb  rdment E;r oup s ( or.e medi u..̂̂  r:.n   oLE l.i ght ) and t wo
f i   ht er   r oap s ( s i r._  l e en ;i ne )

. SEe Co  er.t ,
  2 , 22   .nr i l 19d i ,

Rc :R, Ut at . Cor_t r ol t c AC  AS, 1=1 ar.s , i n   FAr F , W  '- : I I  - 1 .

r r _ _  r , " : r   ' :Y  
4 L 
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Chapter III

'_ 1. This Advance Fahelon wa tos make plaas aad arrange for the control ,operat i on , ba s i ag , aa d s npph of t he DTi at h Ai r   'or c e . Zt r . , Ma  .Gen . Jame a A. Ul i.o t o CG US9FI ME , 2T Juae 194 2 , i n AF'I IiI , 9t h AF
.

file. At that time the tentative pl.an of organization for the
Ninth Air Force included:

Air Force Headqusrters (Speoial)
Oae heavy bombardment gro 

Ai.r eche l on mov i ng
Ground echeloa sailiag about 15 July 1942

T  o medi um bombardraen t gro  s
(air echelon movingOne group (g    d echelon sailing about 15 July

One group scheduled to move during October 1942
Fi ght er Cos mand ( S  e c i al )
Six fighter groups

One group
    r echel oa movi ng
(ground echelon sailing about 15 July

One group acheduled to be moved during October 194.2Trro groupe scheduled to be mov®d dvring December 1942
Two groupa acheduled to be moved during March 1942

Air Servioe Commaud Headquartera (S  ecial)
Two air depot groupa

One group to be moved during 5eptemb®r 1942
One group to be moved during t iarch 1942

  ì v e a i r  s er vi oe gr o  e
One gro  to sail about lb July 1942
One gro  to be moved during October 1942
Txo groupa to be moved during Decemoer 1942
On® group to be moved during March 1942

.
2 . C I- OUT- 6204 ( 6- 25- 4 2 } , OPD t o AidSME, Cai r o   11 36 , 24 June 42 ,

  3 . CM- Ir:- 9 515 ( 6- 29- 4 2 )
, Ca i r o t o AG,   IyISM    34 , 29 Jua e 42 .

- 4. Cii-IN-9942 (6-30-42), Cairo to gG (Brereton to Marshall and Arnold),29 June 42.

5 . Se e t he re f e r enc e t o a di r ec t i v e of 2 June 194 2 (CM- 4UT , B ISM$ i  4)
,ettached to CM-IN (7-10-42), Brereton for Arnold, thru Me cwell

t o AG' AR, AMSl   
,76 , 1 1 Jul y 4 2, i n Cabl e Zog Book , under t ha t da t e ,

• Ay'I til f i l e s .

6. CM-Ib-0044 (7-1-42), Cairo to bG ( rereton to Marshall),   S1+iE  46 ,• 30 June 42,

?. The Air SerPia• Commaad, U. S, Ar,ny Middle   st Air Force, was ac-
  t i ve.t ed on 28 June 194 2 by  4ene ral 0

_
rder s No. 2 , fi eadqvar t er a ,
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U. S. Army Mi ddl e Fh s t Ai r For ce , Ca i r o , F  ,vp t . I n a ddi t i on t o
his regular dutfes, General Adler served as General Maxwell 's• Staff Air Officer, a position which he filled very ably. Of the
services which he rendered, General Maxwell was most appreciative.Lt r . , Maxwe l l t o CG USANLE  ', 6 Oc t . 194 2 , i n 9th A  ' f i l e .

. 8 . See CM- I N ( 7- 4 .  42)
, Bre r e t on t o ;da r shal l and Arnol d , t hr a Mamvel l

to WD, AMSME #62, Cairo, 3 July 42, ia Cable Log Book.

9. By the midc .le of July , General Brereton reported that all available
officers of the Air Section of the former Maawell P iesion had been
absorbed into General Adler's Air Service Command. See msg.( 7- 17- 4 2 ) ,  3re r et on t o Ar nol d , AMS2dE iF281 , Cai r o , 16 Jul y 42 ,

10 . Se e i nt er vf ew wi t h Gen .   ner E. Adl e r , 16 Jan . 1943 , i n U. S.9000. It had been suggested in June that personnel be furnished
to implenent the gdva.nce Tcheloa of the  Iiddle East 8ir Force.9mong the officere requasted for thia assignment were Cols.Patrick W, Timberlake, 8uby C. Strickland, J. 4. Moore, Trumaa.H. Laudon , and Wycliffe Steele, and Ma,,

j. G. H. 3onne1l. A ccordiag
to the plan at the time, Colonel  :oore would  ae placed on temporary
duty with the Ninth Air Force, but rema3ned in Washington to imple-
meat the rest of the ffitaff , and to act as liaison officer with theU    'until the complete staff and headquerters squadron had
been arranged for. (Memo, AFDOP by AFCAS, a4 June 1942, in Air AG
320.2, 9th AF). By the middle of July , General Brereton was in
urgent need of officer assistants for his operational staff. He
therefore requested that two Air Corps officers as asaiatante ia the
G-3 section , two officere as aasistante ia the G-2 section , and one
of f i c er f or pub l i c r e l a t 3oa s be s ent t o Eg,yp t a s s o on a s po s si bl e .These men were to have had euperience in the staff work of the or-
gan i za t i on c onc erned , Event ua l l y th ey tioul d be a s s i gned t o t he
Ninth Air Force Headquarters, vpon its arrival in the theater.CM- IN- 591 5 ( 7- 17- 4 2 ) , Br er et on t o Arnol d , t hru l+  rwel l , d  iSMB
F281 , Cairo, 16 July 42.

11. The 7th Bombardment Gro  had been General Brereton 's basic combat
uni t i n Indi a .

12. Adminietrative History , Ninth Air Foree. The Rear Echelon aad
Comaje nd Po s t of the 9t h Bombardment Squa dr on ar r i ve d a t Lydda f r om
Allahabad, India, on 3 July 1942. For a personal a.ocount of the
fli  t from India, by an officer who  oined the group at Lydda a
f ew da y s l a t e r , ae e B  ,  ,

i g at t l e , by Capt . Rowen Thoma s , 151 f f .
13. Ma j. Frank 0, Haile, Dese t Cam  ai n , 2,

, 14. For the original traveling orders of tne Ha,lversoa Detachment from
- the Uaited States to the design ated theater of operations, see

memo for TAG by Col. 0. S. Ferson , 17 April 1942, in AAG 3?3 G.For later iastrnctions, see memo for Dir, of War Organization and
Mov ement by Bri g . Gen . L. S. gut er , 1 5 Nia,y 194 2 ,
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1 5 . CM- OUT_ 21 7 5 ( 6- 10- 4 2 } ,   MS  G   990 , 10 J une 4 2 . For an ea r l y
` r ep or t on t h e Pl oe s t i mi as i on , s ee CI i- I br- 4509 ( 6- 14  42 )

,_ Hal ver s on t o CG A.  F , 13 J u n e 42 ; CAi- I DT- 5?46 ( 6- 1 7- 4 2 ) , Maacwe l l
t o Ma r sha l l , t h r u Ca i r o t o g GWAR , At ISr G   4 72 , Ca i r o , 16 J u ne 4 2 .
See also AbFRH-3.

16 , CM- I tl- 5593 ( 6- 18- 4 2) , Hal v er s oa t o CG AAS , Ac c r a ( f r om Bayi d ) ,
1 6 J un e 4 2. .

1 7 . CM- I '  5 57 6 ( 6- 1?- 4 2 )
, Ha l v e r aon t o CG AAF,   '      14 81 , 17 J u n e 42 ;

CP4- I 13- 7  7 5 ( 6- 23- 4 2 )
, Cr om t o Ar n ol d , t h r u Hodg e a t o AGW.AB,

Ca i r o   1 5 50 , 23 J un e 42 .

1 8 . CM- I N- 600 8 ( 6..19.. 4 2 ) , Fel l e r s t o WD, Ca i r o   1 154 , 1 7 J un e 4 2 .
  iemo f or t h e Pr e s i den t by A r'A  ' (Ander .   n ) , l b   y 194 2 , i n
gFFA  ', WP-IV-C-1, China Bk. 1 (Sep. 1941-Dec, 1942), CM-OUT-4477( &- 18.-4 2 ) , Ma r sha l l t o I4aa we 1l , 18 J u n e 42 .

19. CM-0  -3990 (6-17-42), A
FCAS to Halverson , Cairo  1053, 17 Juae 42;

a l s o CAi- OUT- 3989 ( 6- 1 7- 4 2 )
, AFCAS t b 2da uve l l , t h r u AF IAG t o   5  ,Cairo  1054, 17 Jvae 42. In a previous nessage, General Maawell

ha d sa i d t h a t t h e exp er i en c e o f t h e fi a ].p r o Mi s a i on i n t h e i Ii ddl e
East had demonstrated the unsoundness of $ending small combat
groupa to that theater without giving ordera to the unit
aomn  nder s t o r ep o r t e i t h e r t o  3r i t i sh au t h or i t i ®s or t o h f.m,CM- I i - 5246 ( 6- 17- 4 2 ) , Ma uwel l t o tda r sha l l , AMSEG   '1472 , Ca i r o ,
18 June 42.

20 . CM- I Dt- ?4 65 ( 6-   - 4 2 )
, t Saav e l l t o Ar n ol d , AMSki   p8 , Ca i r o ,2? J un e 4 2 ; CM- OUT- 3 989 ( 6- ].

7- 4 2 }
, AFCAS t o Ma awel l , t h r u .    'MAG

  to A: '   G, Cairo #1U54, 1? June 42. See also IX bomber Command
f i l e .

21. RAF Middle East Review No. 1 (i fasy-Dec. 1942),

2 2 . Cht- I N- 74 61 ( 6- 23- 4 2 ) , Hal v er s an ' t o 1lr n ol d , Ca i r o , 23 J un e 42 ;
CI i- I N- f34 13 ( 6- w6- 4 2 ) , Ca i r o t o AGti e Fc, bi iS  i    ,8 , 25 J une 42 . .

23 . CM--I N- 8653 ( 6- 26- 4 2 ) , Ca i r o t o AGWAfl , AtdShLE   22 , 26 J un e 4 2 ;
C  4- I IJ- 9 23 6 ( 6- 28- 4 2 )

, Ca i r o t o AGWdFc, gM  : i    ?,8 , 2 1 J une 4 2 . •

24 .   i s s el l Hi l l , De__s e_r_
t C

,ong  u e a t , 79 f f .

. 25 . C  i- OUT- 44 77 ( 6- 18- 4 2 ) , Ma r ah a l l t o Z a ,a wel l , WD   1079 , 18 J u n e 42 .

26. The Detachment arrived there on 30 June 1942. Sse Adminiatrative
_ Hi s t or y , 2  i n t h Ai r For ce .'

27 . Cht- I   - 030 5 ( 7- 1- 42 ) , ' e l l t o a GWAH, AhiSM    55 , 1 J u l y 4 2 . 
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• 28 . C:  I T- 1253 ( 7- 4- 42 ) , Br er et on , t hr n Ma awel l , t o Mar sha l l and
Arnold , AMSME  62, Cairo , 3 July 42. At the time, the strength
of the enemy air force was estimated as follows:

In Africa - 180 fighters and 120 bombera (including ME -109,A4  -110 , J u- 87 , and Ju- 88 pl ane s }
.

- In areece - 16 Ju-88's and 25 HE-8&'s, plus 50 assorted
s eap l ane s and f l y f ng boa t s

In Crete - 70 Ju-88's, 10  IE-109's
In Sicily - 130 Ju-88's and 30 riE-109 's

Th e Bri t i sh a.
t r c ra f t avs.i l abl e number ed: 72 me di um, 4 2 t orpe do , a.nd

17 2 l i gh t bombe r s ; 297 f i   n.t er e , 8 t x i n - engi ne f i g)i t er a , and 30
nig it-fighters

(SE); 88 reconna.tssance; and 45 miscellaneous planes.

General Drereton 'e aircrsft included: 14 B-34's and 4 8-17's with
seversl bombers of each type an route from India. For the e act
number of planes sent from India to the ? 4lddle East by 4 Jvly
1942, see measages from garachi, Aquila  2b49 (1 July) and  2Tll
(4 July). .

29 . C  t- OUT- p1 62 ( 7- 1- 4 2 )
, bfar s hal l t o Ma xwel l , f or Br er e t on and Fi t z-Garald, Cairo  1234 , 1 July 42; CM-IN-1253 (7-4-42), Prereton to

i arshall and Arnold, BMSI   62, Cairo, 3 July 42.

30 . C  I- I N- 9160 (•fi - : 8- 4 2 j , Car ey t o Arnol d , thru Pa hne r t o WD, Nai r obi
 ir72, 27 June 42; CM-IN-1238 (6-6-42), Maavell to AGWAR , AMSEG
'  '13 21 , Ca i r o , 4 Jun® 4 2.

3 1 . Cy i- I 1- 6184 ( 7- 16- 42 ) , ria a  e l.l t o AGWdR, f or Adl e r , &  Sl    294 ,Cai ro , 1? J u l y 42 , Oth er def i c i eai c i e e her e rrere ah ort age of or -
ganizational equipment and shortage of motor transportatioa.

32 . Cld- IN- 86 50 ( fi - 26- 4 2 )
, Cai r o t o AG ( Maxr re l l t o Ma r sha l l )

, A  iS̀ME
 17 , 25 June 42; Ct  4UT-0162 (7-1-42), Marshall to Maawell, for
Brereton and FitzGerald , Cairo  1234 , 1 July 42; CM-IN-1253

• ( 7- 4- 4 2 }
, Br er e t on t o Ma r ehaz l and Arnol d , AMSME 1  62 , 3 Jul y 4 2.

33. Memo for Qen. Arnold by Col. 0. A. Anderson , °Air   ovement from
Cairo," dated 29 June 1942, in dFAEP , WP-III-F-4 , Eg,yp

t,

34 , GO 110 . 3 , Hq , uSAME  ', Cai ro , 1 7 Jul y 194 2 .

_
3 5 . Admi ni s t ra t i v e Hi s t ory , Ni nt h Ai r For c e .

36. Memo to CG USAAFIME, by Gen. ldler, 5 July 1942, in 9th AI' file.
•

3 7 , IR 3 omber Command f i l e ; Morgan , tii s t ory of th e I X Bomber Commsn d , 3 .

3 8 . Ha i l e , De  s er t
  ,

Camna i   n , 2 ; Hi e t or 3  , 57t h   'i g  t er Gr oup ( 1 Ju l y 194 2-
23 Jan. 1943).  k  
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3 9 . U. S. Ns v y , Re el A.-43 1 ( 51950 ) , Ran  er . Ad.mi ni s t rs t i v e Hi s t ory ,• Ninth Air Force. The two accouats of the trip differ slightly
as to the immediate destination of the planes, aad the time of
the arrival of the carrier off the African coast. The aaval
record states that the planes xere launched on July 17, when the

_ ship aas off Accra . The AdminiBtrative History gives the date
as July 19, and says that the planes landed at Lagos.

On it$
former erraad of a similar kind in April, the er made the
cro s s 3ng i n 19 day s ( 21 bpr i l - 10 t ia,y

) , and t he p l aa e s wer e f l ovn
from the carrier to Accra.

According to the report of a naval pilot, tha P-40 's took
off from the ship in aa amazing faahion. They wonld ruah down the
deo  and t h en di sapp ear , a s t hey rrea t ove r t he ead of t h e ca rr i er .
To the great relief of the spectators, they would come safely
into vieY again , far ahead of the ship. Although they dropped so
cloae to the wa,ter that their propwash made a wake like that of a
apeedboa t , every pl ane wa s abl e t o r i s e . Hor+a rd Mi ng o s , Ame ri can
Her oe s of the War in the i  r (Nev York , 1943 ), I, 368. The 57th
Qrovp doubtless profited from the e=perience of tha pilota xho
had delivered the P--40 's in April. See    eport on the P-40
hii s s i on , S  e c i al Pro  ec t 157 , " by Lt . Co1.. J ohn E. Pa rr , 19 June
1942, in History of Headquarters, Tenth Air Force, 1942, See also
].tr.,

Gen , Araold to Adm. King , with incl., 19 June 1942, in AAG
000-800 , Africa.

40. History , 57th Fighter Group.

41. Mingos, American Horoes of the War in the Air, I, 368.

42. Administrative History , 1Tinth Air Force.

43 . History , 57th Fighter Group; interview with Col. Fraak Mears, .10 Aug. 1943, in U. S. 9000.

44. Ibid.; Administrative History , DTinth Air Force. According to
- s ome a cco unt s t he s qua cir ons wer e s ca t t er ed f or t rai ni ng   us t be f or e

the arrival vf the ground crewa.

45. _
Secret radiogram , Arnold to Arereton, a5 June 42.

46. For a atudy of the,,da.y-
by_day miagions of the hsavy bombers up to

t hi s t i me , e ee Ana l y s i s of Mi s ai on a by g- 2 , i n AI'I HI f i l e s .

• 4 7 . C̀•i- I t - 0 24 6 ( 7- 1- 4 2 ) , Crom t o Arnol d and AFAIZB, t hru Ca i ro t o AQ,
.  ZSEG   16 29 , 1 Jul y 4 2.

•

48 Mem f b B Mvi i d. o or CG ASC, y rig. Gen. r S. F'a rchil , 11 June 1942,
x l t h l s t i nd . , i n 1  - I I I - Aear Ea s t Ov eral l . By ear l y Jul y , i t
had been decided that the vicinity of Accra would be a good

r
  ..

,,.,: ,.,  
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_ l ocat i on f or t he 8t h biobi l e Depot Group- --a pl an whi ch tiras l at er
- approved. Memo t o CG AAF by Col . Cl ement e McZ Iul l en , Chi ef ,

Overseas Div., ASC , 2 July 1942, in AAG 450 ,  frica. See aleo
the note at the bottom of the above memo.

    9 , a WPD, Di v i s i on Di ge s t , 29 June 194 2 , i n Ai r   ,G f i l e s .

50. Administrative History , DIinth Air Force.

51. Memo for CG ASC by Brig. Gea. Muir S. Fairchild, 11 June 1942, in
  '- I I I =Near   'a s t Overal l .

52 . Admi ni at ra t i v e Hi s t ory , Ni nt h Ai r   'or c e . Acc or di ng t o Capt .Rowan Thomas, the y8th Group had 40 B-? 4's. Born in B ttle, 171.

53 . Mor gan ,  ii s t ory of I X Bomb er Command , 3 .

54. See n. 164 , Chap . II.

55 . Hi s t ory , 12t h Bombar dment Gp . ;  Admi ni s t ra t i v e Hi Bt ory , Ni nt h Ai r
Force.

56 . Hi s t ory , 12t h Bombar dment Gp . ; i nt er vi ew wi t h Col . Cur t i g R, how,
23 Jr1 y 1 943 , i n U. S. 9000 ; $   Mi ddl e  

,
t Revi ert , No. 1 , 28 .When i t wa s f ound tha t t h e B- 25 ' s rrer e w  a t i s f ac t o ry f or ni   t

missions because of the lack of flame dampeners, stegs xere
taken immediately to correct this defect. By the middls of
Oc t ober , t he f i r at ahi pmentd of f l ams dampener s wer e on t hei r way
t o Fgyp t . ( Se e CM- 4UT- 64 66 (9- 1 9.-4 2 }

,   'ASC t o Br er e t on , 18 Sep .42; and cablea from same office to Breretoa , Ci -OUT-71o3(9-.  7.- 4 2 ;
, a1. Sep . 42 , and QM- OUT- ?714 ( 9- 23- 4 2 )

, 23 Sep . 42 .
)

In th® meantime, it is possible that dampeners of local manufacture
were'used.

57. Adminiatrative Hi.story, Ninth Air Force.

58. Until the arrival of the 306th and 315th Service Groupe abont
1 Nov ember , t he 3 23d  ta s th e onl y a e rvi c e   rotxp i n t hi s ar ea .{Lt r . , Br s r e t on t o Arnol d , 21 I ov . 1942 , i n 9t h AF' f i l e . ) Behi nd
Palestine, in the directian of Basra , an advance depot had been
planned for eupply and maintenance soon after General Brereton 's
arrival. It was to be manned tearporarily by American manufacturers'

_ r epr e s ent a.t i v e s and p er sonne l f r om Ba s ra ( Ceda r ) aa d Gur a .(CM- I11- 1 253 ( 7- 4- 4 2 }
, Br er et on t o l tar shal l and Ar nol d , AMSA'3F   62 ,3 Ju1y 4 ). For the lega.l right, ia terms of the Douglas contract,

•   to detach Gura per$oanel for temporary eervice in other placsP,
s ee C2  - DUT- 10 83 ( 9- 3- 4 2 Mar sha l l t o Cai r a     °661 , 3 Sep . 42 .

J
-  
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b9, htr., Brereton to Arnold, 21 Itov. 1942, 1n 9th AF file. General
Upston 's aomment on the geographical disadvantage of the location•
pr obabl 3• app l i ea t o a l a t er per i od . Es t rac t s f r om a.n i n t err i ew
wi t h Bri g . Gan . John B. Ups t on , 8 De c . 194 2 , "Oo s erva t i on s o f Ai r
Force Actieities in the Middle East, October 1-18,

„ in U. S
.
9000.

• 60 , ht r . , Br er et oa t o Arnol d , 23, Nov . 1 94 2.

61 . Ctd- IhT- 103 0 6 ( 7- 30- 4 2 ) , Br e ret on and Adl er t o Ar nol d , a MSMB   4r42 ,
Cai ro , 29 Ju l y 42 .

62 . CM- CUT- 6999 ( 7- 24 -4 2 )
, A- 4 t o      EG, Cai r o   13 99 , 24 Jvl y 4 2 .

63 . I bi d, ; CI 1- I I  - 1 123 ( 8- 4.-4 2 }
, Ca i r o t o AGWAI3, A 'iSAtE i  513 , 3 Aug . 4 2 .

64 . C't•i- IN- 61 84 ( 7- 16- 4 2 )
, Ma xwel l t o AGWAR, AId1St•IB   294 , Ca i r o , 17 Jul y

42. See also ltr., Breretoa to  rnold, 21 Nov. 1942,

65 . CM- IN- 3 7b9 ( 7- 11- 42 )
, Maacwel l t o  1G'rtAP  , A SSI   #1

.
73 , Cai r o , 10 J ul y 42 .

66 . Not e appende d t o C2 1- I 2?- 34 22 ( 7- 10. -4 2 ) , l axwel l t o AGWAFi ,   QSbiE   1 54 ,
Gairo, 9 July 42.

67 . C2d- IN- 5030 ( 7- 15- 4 2 ) , Maxwel l t o AGWAR, AMSi•    230 , Ca i r o , 14 Jul y
4 2 ; a1 s o GM- IN- 61 84 ( 7_1 8- 42 ) , Ma x re l l t o AG'fi'AR, ld•fSM    294 ,
Cairo, 17 July 42.

6 8 . C: i- OUT_625 7 ( 9- 18- 4 2 ) , Araol d t o   a.i ro , A  iSI•:    8 78 , 18 Sep . 42 ;
see also &? E , AFACT to AFADS, 29 Sep. 1942, in AAG 686, Air Base ,
Africa.

6 9 . CM- OUT- 1 7 81 ( 6- 8- 4 2 )
, A  'ASC t o 2 .aa wel l and Cr om, t hr u d,FMAG t o

AI iS  G, Ca i r o WD   9 77 , 8 June 4 2 ; C:i- I l ?- 1030 E ( i - a0 - 4 2 ) , Ca i r o t o
AG, AMMSI iE  442, Cairo, 29 July 42. See a1QV memo for Gen.St r   t emey er by Br i g . Ge n . T. J . Han l ey , n . d , , AF'AF.'P , 1 1'- Y,
Mid.dle   st; prepared cable, Air Staff, A-4 , thru Marshall, to
Bre re t on , 1 Oc t . 4 2 , i n AFA  ,   P_ P , Mi ddl e I+a s t .

70. Ia August Vice P4arshal Grah.am Daweon had written to Mr. Averill
Aarriman regarding the importance of maintenazice, repair, and
sal4age in the Middle East, He deplored the lack of a unified
command f or t h e Ame ri can ai r e f f or t th er e . I n obt a i ni ng supp l i e s ,
he conaidered the direct link of the Ferrying Command with the

_
United States a great advantage, and thought that the bomba.rdr, ent
gr ovg  s mi gklt auf f er t her eby . He t her ef ore pr opos ed th e es t ab11 8h-
ment of regional aervice commands, in eupport of operatione within

• their boundaries.
Pro ects like Gura and Abadaa , and perhap e the sir transport

base at Accra, he envisaged as being directly under a general
headqusrters and controlled by an air officer experienced in
maintenance and aupply. At general headquerters, he hoped that

 

` , .., . .
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there would be a ma or general Mrith whom he could work, so that
• the eatire ma.intenance organization supporting the air forces

of both couutries might be dePeloped as a comnaon organizstion,
rrith appropriate British and American sectiona, not overlapping ,but xith avpranriate directioa toward the common aim, C ring to
the welcome arriPal of AA.

F   its, the maintenance and s  ply
' di v i s i oa of t h e R6F wa s t h ea bear i ng an addi t i onal l oad. I n vi ew

of the length of time needed to develop an American organization
of a similar sort, he thought that close cooperatica and coordina-
tion of effort were especially eseential. For Geaeral Arnold'e
comments, see ltr., Arnold to Hrereton , 23 Oct. 1942, and inclosures,in A G 381.

71 . C •i- I  :- 1123 ( 8- 4 - 4 2 ) , Cai r o t o AGWAF. , A?tiSriE   513 , 3 Aug . 4 2 .

72 . Ct S- IT- 7056 ( 8- 19- 4 2 )
, Ca i ra t o g Gi   , Atisa•IE   'T63 , 1 8 Aug . 42 ;

Cl : I 1C- 7 646 ( 8- 21- 4 2 ) , Ca i r o t o AG, A  SI  E T-?89 , Cai r o , 19 Aug . 4 2 ;
C2d- OUT_64 13 (8- 20- 4 2 )

, OPD   Ma r sha l l ) t o AhiSAiE   489 , Cai ro , 20 g ug .42.

73 . CM- I2 - 03 56 ( 8- 1- 4 2 ) , Cai r o t o AGWAR,   tiiSNiE   '481 , 1 Aug . 42 .
?4. On 18 August 1942, General Brereton cabled that, aaicte from

Tenth Air Force pereonnel, the follo ring officers xere available
for asaign ment to the headquarters and ser ice command of the
  inth Air Force. For current duties, their assignments would, of
covr s e , be wi t h th e USAFI MB. Th e 11 8t ran a s f ol l ows :

i 
„_r,

 
,o r. ,,,,gg g= r t e,  s

Ma . Z . Z. Long Aest. Ad . Gen.Lt. Col. R. M. Baugbey Public aelations
Col. Sory Smith G-1
NIs   . G. G. Fi ncb As $t . G- 3
l s t Lt . A. Pa rl at o As s t . G.-2
Col . W. E. St ®el e G-4

- Brig. 0•en. S. C. Striakland Fighter CommBad
Ma   . T . G. Thoma a As s t . G..3
Ma . A . F. Turner Antiaircraft Artillery Officer
Lt. Col. John E. Roberts Surgeon
Col . P . W. Ti mber l ak e G- 3
Col . W. H. Crom G- 2
Lt . Col . A. W. S  to f i e l d Spe c i a l Pro,j ec t s C+f f i c e r
Lt . Co l . C. M, Seeba.ch Ac t . Ad,i . Gen . ( I nf . )

.t 
„rr

Ser vi ce o d
Capt. R. G. 3nyder Aast. II igineering  fficer

• 2d ht. D. I . Doddridge Finance Officer
hia,

j. H . F
.
Damon $ngineeriag Officer

Capt . H. E. Bat oa g e s t . Supnl y , Purcha si ng and
Contracting Officar

- ., ,
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Lt. Col. H.
W
. Penningtoa 2 ateriel Officer

• Ma . J. B . Roger$ Hq. Commandant
2d Lt . W. S.   :oore Q. M. Cf f i c er
Ma . L. B, Ocomb Supply Officer
Lt . Col . G. H. Bonne l l Aaet . E cs cut i v e
l s t Lt . S . M. Erank Or dna,nce Of f i c e-s

' l s t Lt . :•  . J . (3o odman Ea g i n e s r i ng Corp B Of f i cer

Wi t h t he eaccep t i on o f Gene ra l St r i ckl end , and Col one l s
Timberle .ke, Crom, and Seebach , the rest of these personnel had
had practically ao prior staff duty , G eneral Brereton adde. By
this time , however , they were quite familiar with their duties.
Under the guidsnce of General Adler and Coloael Strahm tbey were
r ec e i vi ng f u l l auppor t f r am t he Al l i e d s t af f s   ri t h whom t he;;
dea l t . I t   e Genera l Br e r et on ' s hop e t hat t hi s s t a f f m3,ght i  s i n
a s l i at ed , kis g, , Br er e t oa t o Mar aha l l , t hru Maxtire l l t o Al  , AMSI SE
  1'89 , Cai ro , 18 Aug . 42 . See 9t h A  ' f i l e .

75. The number of inen on detached service from the Tenth Air Force wa$
givea ae 90 officere aud 2b4 enliated men. CM-I -llb(}8 (8-30-42),lti ew Del hi t o AGWAR, Aqui l a   43 59 , 29 Aug . 4 2- - a c or r ec t ed copy
of Ci S- I Iy- 1 12 66 ( 8••30  4 2 ) .

76 . Cl  - IN- 114 24 (8- 30- 4 2 ) , St i l Ke l l t o Ma.r a ha7.1 , Ai u•iI SCA y/ 64 ,
28 Aug. 42.

77 . Th e name s of t h e 1 5 o f f i c er e who ma de up t hi s garo  , and t h e
of f i ce e whi ch th ey t hen he l d oa Gen era l Br er e t on ' a DSA.  'I   s t af f ,
a re gi v en b e l ow:

Br i g . (3en . El mer E. Ad1 er - Ai r Serv i c e Com  ian d©r
Col . Vi c t or H. St rah n - Chi e f of St af f
 Sa,j . Lex i s E. Hobb a - Ai de- de- Camp
Lt . Col . Edwar d I I. Ba c  .-u s - Commandi ng Of f i cer , 12t h Bombar dmant

Group

.
Lt. Col. Corneliua V. Whitney - Asst. G-2
Ma . Aichard  . Pierce - Sargeon , Air Service Command
lat Lt. Joseph T. Johnsoa - Ad . Hq. Flight
lst Lt. John E. Felton - Aide•.de-Camp
Cgpt . Dav i d H, Li k e s - Communi ca t f ona Of f i c er , Ai r Ser vl c e Come and
lst Lt. Lawrence T . Coaverse)
lst Lt. James L. Goodwia)
lst Lt. Robert L. Ahlia}

. lat Lt. Harry W. Hopp) - Assigned to Ha. Squadron
lat Lt. Paul H. Roth)
lst Lt. Jeae H. Hanaen)

_ The sia laet-named officere were crew members of three tranaports
' retained in the Middle East for supply•aud ferry purpoees. 3ee

CM- IIT ( 9- 19..4 2 ) , t ax  re l l t o AGWAi  (rsr er et on t o Arnol d } , 9t 4SME   13 98 ,
,

.  . r'   '
 ,

J
  ' s     '

 

- J  
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Ca i ro , 18 Sep . 4 2 , and mag . , Br er et on t o AFPMP , A1 4SME   1 553 ,  Cairo, 26 Sep. 42, in 9th AF misc. papers, 23 July 1942..26 Aug.1943. For the authorization of their asaignment to the Ninth
Ai r   'or c e , s e s memo f or CG 9t h AP' by i a   , Gen . Thoma s T. 8andy ,10 Sep. 1942, attachod to Ordera of 24 Oct. 1942, in AAG 210.68.

.
For assignment of General Brereton to the Ninth Air Force,s e e CF f- OUT_5599 ( 9- 17- 4 2 ) , AI+  't  t o AhfSt   , Ca i r o   842 , 16 58p . 4 2 ;

and comment  2, 22 April 1943,
R&fl , Stat, Control to AC/1S, Plans ,i a     ,   ' - I I I - 8 - 1 , AA  ' No. 5 .

78 . G  I- OUT_5534 (y_16- 42 )
, OPD , t hru Ma r sha l l , t o Ma z wel l , AMSI i    83 9 ,Ca i ro , 16 Sep . 42 . Se e a l s o m$g . , bia r shal l t o Br er et on , A  iSl 

 i1221, 11 Oct. 42, in 9th AF misc. papers, 23 July 1942-26 Aug.1943.

79 . Cl i- 0U'I'- 5534 ( 5- 16- 4 2 } , QPD. t hr u t +1a r aha l l , t o ; la awe 11 , A1 y:SM7 
 839, Cairo, 16 Sep. 42. Of the 160 enlisted men wbo accompanied.General Breretoh to Fgypt, 142 were returned. Gwing to a shortage
of p er s on.ae l , i t wa s agre e d t ha t t he o t h er 16 shovl d be r et a i ned
in the Middle Bast to maintain 10 B-17's until ground personnel
should arrive from the IInited States to relieve them. By January
they were still there, and inaamuch aa no rslief wa

_
s ia sight

Qen era l Brer e t on eugge s t ad
..t ha t t he ma t t er of t h e i r t rans f er be

dr opped , Ms g . , Br er e t on t o Arnol d ,
  S  IE   40 9Q, 20 Jan . 43 , i n

9t h A  ' mi s a . pap er s , 23 Ju l y 194   26 Aug . 1943 .
B0 . Ms g . , Br er et on , thr  s Aia  we l l , t o Bi s s e l l , 12 Oc t . 4 2 ; ms g . ,biar aha l l t o Br er e t on , At  SriE   '122 1 , 11 Oc t . 4 2 ; and  asg . ,  3r e re t on

t o Bi as e l l , At iSi ',. 
  182-   , a3 Oc t . 42 . Ibi d .

91. In a conversation witn the Preaident at the end of July 1942,Col . Bonner Fe l l er s , who had   ua t r e t urned f r om E,g.vpt , ma.de an
eloquent appeal for immediate reinforcement of the Middle Es st.l ir. Rooaevelt then conferr d with General Arnold , on the eQening
of 30 Jul y . As a r e sul t , a at ud,y of t he f ea s i bi l i t y of augment i ng
ALF particiration ia operations there: was initiated, See memo
for AC/5, Operatione DiQ., on Augmentation of bir Forces in the
Middle Pb Bt, 1 Aug. 1942, in ATaEP, 1dP-III-C-4 , Western Russia.At the time, the following  

.
S
, units and planes were in the

Middle  ast:

xeav  bombardmeats
Commi t ment s t br ou  OPV: One gr oup of 3 5 p l ane s , ari th a

- reaerve of 17 (total, 52)
Present situation: One group (98th} was in the theater or

en r out e ,   ri t h 9 p l an.es on hand , 26 en r out e , and 8 be i ng
pr epar ed

,
(t o t a l , 4 3 }

, Thi s wa s 9 ahor t o f t he 52 
r e qvi r ed.The 9th Sqvadron from India was, however , in the P iddle
Fa st, with 27 planes on hand, and 3 en route (total,30 )

, At t r i t i on f or the 9 8t h Gro  wa s f i g ur ed a t 10
planee per month , or 28 per cent. 

' i   a J ± t! '! . -         '

 _..
  1

 
.
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Zd e  bowbar dment :i
Coa dtmonta through OPD: Ttro groupe oP 5? plaaes each, xitha raeerPe of 28 p].anes esch. (Tota1, 170 planea for the

txo groupe.)Present aituation:   e group (12th) in the theater or en
' r out e , x i t h 5 pl ane s on harx  , 3 l  en r out e , and   bei ng

preparod (total, 73). This waa 12 planes short oi th.
requi red g5. At t r i t i on f or t hs 12t h (  onp xas f i gnred at
13 planea a month, or 22 p.r osnt.Addi t i onal gr oupe : A ae cond gr oup   ras sct . dul od f or
Decemb.r 1942.

Fi hter 
Cor  i t  mant a t hr ough OPDt $i x groups ot 60 pl .anea e ach, xi t h

a reserve oY ! 4 plaaes e  (50 per aent). (Total of 720
planea tor tt s eia groupa.)

Preaent aitnations Or s group (5?th) xaa thea in the theater or
en roro e xith 50 plansa on hand,

19 an ronte, and 76 beiug
pr . par . d t o go i n Augtiat ( t ot a l ,   )

. Thi s x s a 25 p]
,atyaa

over the 120 required for each group. Attrition for the
5?`h Group xas tignrsd at 16 planea a month, or 20 par ceat.Additional groups: At the time, the sch.dule of ahipm.nts
allocat.d ons addition,al group in Octob.r, txc in Dsaember,
and t.ro in March. If a reviaion of aaheduls wero poseible,it  aa hoped that these additional groupa could be plaoed
in the theater at an earlier date.

82. This group had originally been intended for Task Force BRITAIN.See memo Yor C/AC by Lt. Col. John B. Coole , on Taak Foraes for
Britain and Cairo, 17 Jap. 191,.2, in AFAEP, WP-IIIA -2, Great
Bri t ai n No. 1 (2 Feb . 1g ,1- 30 Apr i l 191N2) .

83. Memo for Gsn. Arnold bp CCS, 5 Sep. 191 2,
in Air AG 152.1,

BOL RO;
JC3 101

, on Immediate Alloaation of the 33d Pursuit C roup,
8 Sep.l gt .2 , i n AFAEP, J / CCS Di v . , 370 • 5 , 33d Pur aui t t  rou P {9- 9- t ,2

)
.

6 1,.. Lt r . , Lt . Cen . Ar aol d t o Ai r   ar shal D. C.S . Ev3.11 , 9 Sep . 1942 ,_ •

85. Ltr., Air Yarahal B rill, through Air Comdr. S. C. Strafford, to  
Lt. Gen. Arnold, 10 Sep. 19/,2, ibid.

.
Sb. (  -I N- 6195 (9- 19-   ) , Ei aenl aw+er t o  [ar ahal l , London ,   239b,19 3ep .  tN2; mamp f or Rs p a . of Br i t i s h Chi e f s of St a f f , 21 Ss p .

19J 2 , ii d . •
•

87 . C{3S 112 and 112/ l , 22 3ep . 19l,2 , on I mm adi at e Al l oCat i on ot t he 33d
Purauit Group, = For a fuller discuaaion of the   ole problem
aee AAFRH-5.  

'
`
•

     
.
J , .

 
'  ;

 
  ' +
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, .-J
• . . . . . .

'
_ ' ,   . . _88 , ZA4..OU  '+71  5 {  9- a1--42  

, l arsh  . t o '/   , Oai TO,
  9j

.
   , 2]: Seg .. . - .   2 ; Cb  -O OT.-8  1    9 -2  -42}

, Lt . Col . Ni 111sm p .   tc 
_
ee t a J  S6i  , ='- „ aai ro   95?

.,
  3 Se p • 4a; and Hi at ary

, 79th 9 3̀ght er.
0g : ,   943.  -  .

-- . - ' - '
. - ;, r

 .
- - - - -

-  
.

99̀ . C  .dtJT• 8  ].4
( 9- 24- 42 )

, Zt . CoI . Wi i. .i em   '. Mo  s e t o i bd  .
_ . .-   -. _   - .   _ • .( ai r a   957   aS Se p . 42 ;   -  - 8

_
214 ( 9 -  42.

)
,     reret on t o arnol d,

. : .     '   7
.
  '02 , Osi r o, 5 Oa  .   2 .  . . .

,.
. - - -      90  . Zt r . , Jl.t r l ar  r3. John   . Di h t o •Os  a.     aaceha11 , 2'7 Sep . 1942 , _Sa a8'A  ' ,

1  +..Y,:,
Mi dcll e   s t . - • -

_
91 ..  

_
.- .   -
,

`
.

9  . Q  .0  2368
.

(7- 9  42):,   e.r sha a t o   f  , 1 I?  €i2, L-3,
  JuZiq i 942 

  .  . _ -
. . - .. _-

 
.  ° .- _̀:9$_:

l   co f or . Rf cord ( c oa a  rn i ng WD   :i 2 , 8 Jul y 154 2 }
.  

.
$ . ;  a   ao f o   :   -.

-   :_: . ---
G en* St re,t em7ey®r by 3 ri g . G en. •T. J . Sanl.ey , dr , , -   . d.  , .,' ,    , :  

.  
-
  -

~94 .,
A rA, l   '  GT' ( thru Ool : Bobert W, -Harper } t o l   'QAB, 26 Sep . 1942  ' - . ,-;   - _   o a 1'ool i   g of P  lO j .iFrp   ea  s i n t he    tt ddl e   t ,  

,
  .

  .      .. . - - .
-

. _ -   ,   . . J -
•

-  

_ -   95 . l  mo .
  or t eu. S Crat eraey8! by $ ei g . t en . T. J .   aa1

.  r, dr-. , n. 8. .. -  -
_ - . .

`     :
. V

,
  - '

- _ ,.
-_ . _

.
-     ' : 9  . Msg. , L   ', .11  4 Di rr. ( thra Xar shal l } t o       f or Br eret ari } , -
- 1 OBt . 1942. .  .  •     " :

_ .
• 9 7 . y t r . , Q  S   o Si r dohs Dl.11 , .r e  r i t t   Ct -B Oct .   ;9 42 ,

  . .
_ - :

- - .:
 
,  . ..

   
' - - - - •'  98 .  forg  ; Hi,t t ory aY t ]i    Sca her Com  itd 3 .    . ,.. - _ , .

_.. _ . . ..   -- _ .' -.   • -'99 . Thro  s Bs i t i dh Aeconns i ssance and I at ei l i genae , t he   1  .i,ee were -
    keiit ,

a  s . :o  t heee mbvement e , and na convoy coul d hope  t o     i n    -
 `

. . vadi eaove    f cr l ong .   Dpon det ect i oa , erpert a woul d
,
  cail s .t e

- : -
.

 ̀ t he sat e  o€ t re,vel   +&pl ot t he pr obabl e caar ae . Th    i   f   rma  i oa
_ - . - . was t hen Fl a   h  d t o t he .  eri   an bomber group   , and srla hi a a -f ew

. _ • ._r. . B  . hours t hei x : l ane s woul d be on ths . or $et aS].e ot t
.

ba  
. .  -

    - - .aperat i on s• 4f t h  "9Sth Bomb ardment and j'i r at Provi ei ona'v •9  aups  .  y -   -    - `̀ :"   t orki n i a eo t i an  xi t h th e Rl F us i t s hol di ng Ma7.t a , aee .._.
'
, '     un  ,_.y . :; ;  

.
  :- - k     , .  

 1. 3Eerer 4f t he 8  , 5  tsiy   9  2 , _  , i a t sr   t   trl th a  C d.
- = i   U

..
8 . 9Q00 ,   id 2'homa s ,   j ,  ,  , ZH2   ; i a t mr vi err wi t h

-
  

_
;
.
'    •

. ,
yt # Col . .

  orac  D  . Wade , - 23 June 194  ;   i n U. S• 9d00. ]b   :
  i. ,-

-•-` .

_-•   -_.
;.: ;, mes  or    oi   d  : ::8 arri me n=s t al k

.tir
i t h General Breret on . Lngoet

,a - -  
' -

. ,` : `     194  , e ee B  R;  li aa 
.d

t     •St ra  emeyer ,
13 3ep . 1942.,

  th    l s . ,  _ _` : ,_ i n   t   ASr37D. $ , . • - . .. -. . , _ . ..
9aia  emDer aud a 3 Oct ober , the heavy bom'bd  g f l ex  12Q   t

-
  1 ].00.

SetM. e  -6 . _. -  
 

 
. . .

sort i e e . ' 'Qf  t he  e , e  a at ,_
84 were ma de ag e;i a a.t

    i   .
_t o  yhi eb   • • - I

. - - ma  h o  ti h e 1    a    pi   had been c'ii vert ed   s a r a  7a   ef ` raSds
.
   

  Ta  t  k.   ie mds t   ant s made b  'B,  ' sad II   '
.  

_ . .- .. _. - . _ -_ . , _

  , - -   .    '   - - .
_  . :F  i

- - - . _ - .. .. . , . , , , .- ,. . .  ; -

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

ls7
_.._ .  . 

Liberators, on the ni  t of 22-23 Septemberl Owing to the blowing
  of a large merchant vessel lying alongside one of the mains piers, the unloading capacity of the port was seriously impaired

_ f or s eve ral we eks .
($   F t  i ddl e     t Re rl ew, r o . 1 , 37 .

) Tour
sharp raide were directed against Maleme batween 21 October and
1 DTov e , ber t 21  22 , 29 , 30 f 3 1 Oc t , and 1 Nov .

) 194 2 . S ummary of

, cablea, Brereton to Arnold, Cairo,  526- k530 , 4 Aug. 42. In-
c l o sw ce a t t ach ed t o no t e , AF11AS t o AFAg '

, 11 Aug . 194 2 , i n
WP- I I I , Nea r   a s t Ov eral .l .

101. Hiatory, Weather Sec.,
IX Bonber Command. See A-2 collection in

9th 9F file.

102. The question under discuseion Has whether Tobruk should be
attacked, or whether the heavy-bomber effort should be conaerved
for more important targets eapected in the near future. For the
details of the controversy, see mamo for CG USAI  A 'by Col. P .W.

Timberlake, 7 Sep. 1942, 9th AF misc. papers, 18 July 1942-
17 Aug. 1943.

103. The command was sste.blished by the authority contained in radio-
gram  kAF 773 , dated 12 Oct. 1942. Adminiatrative History, Ninth
Air Force.

104. Pdeno for AOA,-in-C, RAF Hq., Middle East by Gen. Adler, 28 Oct.1942 , i n 9t h A  ' f i l e ; C 4- IN- 2757 ( 11- 7- 42 )
, 3 r er et on t o Arnol d ,thru Cairo to AG,   S   2369, 6 i1ov. 42. Formal operational

control was delegated to the IX Eomber Command on 2 Nov. 1942.Hq. U  .aM  F , GO i:o. 7 , 2 Nov . 194 2 .

105. According to Orders vf 25 Jvne 1942, Colonel Timberlake was to
be "Commanding Officer of the Advanced Echelon of the US&  '

,
wi t h Hea dquart er s i n Cai r o . " Se e AAG 201 f i l e s . He beca,nae a
brigadier general on 1 Novembar 1942.

106. Morga,n , History of the I%  omber Command; interview with Lt. Co1.Horac e t i. Wade .

107. Colonel Keiser was aa eatremely valuable member of General
Timberlake's staff, His death at Ismailia a few months later
xas a great loas. See CM-IN-5651 (12-13-42}, Brereton to
Arnold , thru Andrews to AGWAR , ANlSM   3165, Cairo, 12 Dec. 42.

108. Morgan , History of the IX 8omber Command.

109 . I bi d.
• 110. On flights in which the American pilotB were included , these

4eteran aquadrona used a V-formation of three echelons--the
l ower ech e l on , t he s  .zppor t , and t he r e s erve or t op cov er , a
position assigned to the USA,AF fighters, whose duty it was to

I l

  , _. ,S       .i l   l
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protect the lower echelon from enemiy fightera. This arrangem®nt
_ enabl ed t hem t o mov e f r e el y and t o rrar d of f marauder s f ai r l y
- eaeily. As the group gained eaperience, 1ts airmen were moved

down throvgh tha echelons to more difficult aasignments, vatil,
wi t h t he a c qvi s i t i on of s el f - c onf i denc e , t hey b eca.me capabl e
of operating by themselves, Col. Arthur G. Saliebury , Record of

'   Combat Activitiea of the 57th Fighter 3roup (1 July 1942-23 Jan.1943 ) , i n 9t h AF f i l e ; i n t er Pl.ew  ,ri t h Col . Frank Mear s .

111.
If the Allied air attacks upon .

A cio lines of communications had
not proved so effective, the offensive would hsve been begun a
week earlier. Aacording to the original plan it was to have been
opened on 25 Augnst, in order to take advantage of the period
of f ul l moon ,   F I ii dd l e Eas t Re_ v i ew

, No. 1 , 2b .

112 . l4a   . Pet er &. Cha ndl er , Ii i s t or y o f t h e 66t h Fi g  t e r aroup . Th i s
1 IS. was loaned to the 8iatorical Divieion throug  the courtesy
of Ma or Chandler. See also Capt. Hubert L. Alleasworth ,History of the 57th Fighter Group. In the aourse of this battle,the P-40 's carried out 145 sorties on bomber-eecort duty and
acauitted themselQes well, for, evea during the most intensive
operatinns, not a single escorted bomber was loat. $g    g

  et Es_ ew, No. 1 , 96 .
1 13 . I t ha d be en a gr e ed t ha t the Br i t i ah woul d f urai ah a,n t i ai rcraf t

pr ot e c t i oa aa d a t el ephone e a ahange f or t he gr oup a t t hi s f i e l d.(Hi at ory , 5 T̀th Bi gki t er Group )
. The f i el d i t s el f wa s 1 , SOU yar ds

square, and therefore large enough for 12 planes to take off
t og et h er . ' Al thou.gh l andi ng s wer e a l way s made i n t o th e wi.ad. , i t
wae possible for tne entire group of 36 planes to be gat into
the sir w3th3n a few minutes by dispatch3ng 12 at a time, in 3
differeat directions, regardleas of tne wind. Interview with
Co 1 . Brank  Sear s .

1 14 . Chan dl er , Fii e t ory of t he 66t h   'i p  i t er Group .

1 15 . I nt er v f ew wi t h Col , Frs;nk 2 iea r s .

116. Niemo for AFACT by AFADS
, b Oct. 1942, attached to memo for gFADS

by AFA]II '
, 13 Oc t . 1942 , i n WP- I I I - I Tear Fa st Ove ra l l ; memo t o

CG 9th AE by Brig. Gen. T. J. Hanley , Jr., 10 Oct. 1942, in Air
' AG 320.2, 9th AF. Meaawhile r•amore reg rding the failure of

AA 'and RA 'agencies to work in complete harmony had reached

. General Arnold. Fortunately these reports were without founda-
tioa , and probably originated amoag fifth colurm iats. Ci i-OUT-09 256 (1 0- 2 8- 42 )

, Al 'AUS t o CG USAFI P IE ,  
.526 , 27 Oc t . 4 2 ;

_ .
Ct - 1N- 13 1 2? (   0- 31- 4 2)

, Cai r o t o AG A  iS;f  223 5 , 3p Oc t . 4 2.'
117,,

The 66th Squadron did not re3oin the other two squadrons of the  
5?th Group uatil 3elandah Landing Ground xas reached some weeke
later. 3lstory , 57t'

R  -   • , , s-_" .' _
`̂  
1.-'
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 n  % i ddl e   s t Rev3 ew r1o . 1 , 3 7 .i     w   .   j . .   r
  

119. Ibid,; Administrative History , Ninth Air Force; General Brereton ,
"Direct Air-Support in the Libyan Desert (Oct. 19-DTov. 8, 1942),"
27-2B; memorandum of Mr. Harriman 'a talk with Gen. Arnold ,
ettached to B&R , Gen. Axnold to Gen.

Stratemeyer, 13 Sep . 1342 ,  i n Ai r AG 374 . 2 .

1?0. Thesa operations conatituted the first real test of the effeative-
nesa of the fig iter-bomber , wnich was relatively new at the time.Rav3ng developed the German eaperiment systematically , the British
found their improvement Qost satisfactory, for ae soon as the
plane had dropped its bombs, it aould resume its fig,hter role
and either strafe ground troops or attack any Stukas which mi.ght
be in the vicinity. Hill , Desert o uest, 117.

1 21 . In r eadi ne s s f or th e Fi ghth Army ' s f al l of f ens i v e , a nnmb er of
P-40's had been equipped with bomb racks. In a short time,
 these American fighter-bombere were making dozena of eorties
daily , either in coBrpany with Allied ®quadrone, or in American
formations, for the tempo of the attack had inoreased ae the day
of the Army 's offensive approached.

($g  Middle F$st Review,
Iu'o . 1 , 29 , 96) Dur i ng t he f i r s t per i o d of t h e of f ens i v e i t s s l f ,
the 57th Group is credited with one-tenth of the totsl number of
sorties flown by the Desert Air Force. Saltsbury , Record of
Combat Activitiea of the b7th Fighter Gro  (1 July 1942-a3 Jan. -

.
1943).

122. Miasions were flown so contiauouely that sa soon as planes aould
be serviced after ane trip , they took off on another. In the
covrse of these weeks, the group flew one-siath of all the
sortiee fl ovn by the Desert Air Force and, during this and the
preaeding period , scored approaimately 40 per cent of ita
aerial victoriea. I  bid

_ .
) According to RAF reports, the in-

dividual record of the group for the last 3 weeks of October ie
impressive, for the P-40 's carried out 50U sorties on bomber
escort duty , 260 on bombing and strafing, 1?0 on offensive
aweeps, and 30 on defenaive patrol. RA Mid dle F st Ri ,No. 1 , 96 . •

1 23 . Th e f i r e t of t he s e mi s s i on s rra s t he r ai d on Fuka i n t he eax l y
moraing of 27 Ootober (Allensworth , Hiatory of the 57th B'ighter
Group). The effectiveneas of thie and other similar early-

• morning raids by the group , waa refleated in the size of the
enec4y s retaliatory missions. At the beginning of the period ,
2 substantial formations, coraprising from 15 to 30 German planea,  - could ba eap®cted in the course of the day . These gradually

_
dwindled to half that n  nber, with one mission in the forenoon
aad one in the afternoon. Then the visits were made at longer
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intervals, and finally almost ceased, i ever again in the Battle
.
•

of E  yp t or i n t h e en su i n g Li by an ca a pa i gn aa s t h e Axi s a i r
force a serious contender for control of the air.

The ezplana-
t i oa f or t lie d ecr ea s i n g f i   t e r s t r en gt h app ea r ed l   .t e r wh en t h e
57th arout  passed the airdromes which the enemy had been using

' and found there were many of his planes grounded because of
unserviceability. Interview with Col. Frank I•iesra.

124. In order to destros this movem nt, the Desert Air Force quickly
organized a shuttle service for fi  ter-bomber attacks, with the
resul.t that by dusk transport vehiclea were seen burning along
t h e en t i r e s t r e t ch of r oa d f r om (  a za l t o Ftiik a . Th r orvn i nt o
coaFu•sion by the havoc inflicted upon his ara,y , Marehal xommel
found it impossible to hold his lines e tending southward from
Gh a za l . Sa l i sbur y , R,ec or d of Comb a t Ac t i v9.t i e s of t h e 5 7t h
Fi   at e r Gr oup .

1 2b . I bi d .

1 26 . I b i d . ; Admi ni s t r a t i v e Hi s t or y , 23i n t h Ai r For c e . Th e p l a c i n g of
the American fi  ters in the va.ngvard of the pursuing Allied air
farce was recognition of the good work   ich the 57th aro  had
don e . I n t h e f ol l owi n g we ek s i t wa s t o gi v e a n aqu a l l y good
account of itself , as it moved across the desert. In cloee coopera-
tion with the Eighth Aru y, fig ters of the group went forward to
aceupf new la.nding grounds almost as eoon as the retreating forces
had abaadoned them. The rapidity of its adva,nce was greatly
facilitated b   the division of the ground echelon into two gro  s,
labeled "A" and "B." As the Army progreased,

"A" party would
procsed to the new landing ground and when ready for operations
would sig al to "B" party. The sircraft would then go forwaxd to
the new field, and "B" Aarty either would  oin "A" party or would
leapfrog over it to a landing ground nearer the front. In this
way the tempo of the advance was maintained , and the planea were
kept ia continuous operation. Sali.s

burv , Record of Combat
gctivities of the 57th Fighter Group.

127. Ibid.;
 nterview with Lt, Col. Geoffrev H. Eon.ne

ll , ? May 1943 ,
i n U. S . 9000 .

128 . CI i- I N- 1 51 8 ( 8- 4 -4 2 ) , Ga i r o t o AG, g "  SN,E   +1.096 , 3 Sep . 4 2 ; a l s o
interview rrith Col. Gurtts R. Low. Associatian with the Bostons

, and Baltimores of th® RAF and SAaF led the 12th Bombardment aroup
to adopt their method of pattern-bombing, which had been developed
b 3- Ai r  +Ia r eha l Con i n gh a m, Si n di n g t ha t ea ch 250- 1b . Br i t i sh bomb

  had a deetructive radius of about 50 yards, he had arranged the
7ormation ia such a way that , by the spreadiag out of ths airplanea,
the bomba would fall about 100 yards apart. The sigasl for bombing
was given by the opening of the lead bombardier 's doors--and was

4

_..   :_ !:i  
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    followed most promptly , in order to insure the success of the
mission. While pattern bombing was sometimes ueed to destroy
en e  s t r on gtio l d s , or t o n eu t r a l i ze a r ea.s t h a t ria r aha l Rommel
might employ to advaatage, its chief virtue lay in the swiftness
with which it broks up enemy concentratione, a nd so prevented

' counterattacka.
(I
_
b id.; HiII, Desert Conquest, 1?2 ff.

) For a
di s cu s s i oa of t h e s t yl e d ev e l ape   e i Bomb a r dmen t Gr oup ,
eee inter iew with Capt. R. M. Lower, 17 Sep. 1943; History , 12th
Bombardment (3 0.; interviax with Col. Curtis Low.

1 29 . I t wa s an a r a i d t o Si di Haa ei sh , on 1 3- 14 Sep t emb er , t h a t Col .
Cha r l e s Go odr i ah , t h e c omman di n g of f i c er of t h e 1 2t h L#r oup , f e l l
into the hands of the enemy and was made a prisoner of war, after
his plane had been shot down behind the Aais lines. Lt. Col .
Curtis R, how took charge of the group for a few days until Lt.
Col. Edward N. Backu a ase  ed aommand on 16 Sevtembar 1942.

130 . Admi ni s t r a t i v e Hi a t or y , Ai n t h Ai r For c e ; Hi s t or y , l 2t h Bomba r d-
ment Gp. By 18 October, "A" and "B " parties and ti e air echelon
had reached Landing Ground 88. The gersonnel consisted of inen
dr awa f r om fl ea dqua r t e r a , a.nd t h e 8 2d , 83 d , a nd 434 t h Squa dr on s .

131 .  
„
F Mi

_
ddl e_

Fa s t Revi ew, No . 1 , 37 .

I32. History , 12th Eombardment Gp.-; interview with Col.
Curtis R. Low.

133. Ibid. Ths m  mber of fi  ters furnishing the escort varied from
6 to 24 , dependiag upon the size of the bomber farmation. Inter-
view with Capt. 8. M. Lowsr.

134.
Chandler, Hietory of the 66th Fighter Squa.dron.

135. Interviewe with Col. Curtis R. Low and Capt, R. M. Zower.

13fi . I bi d .

137. Before and during the E1 Alamein offeneive, the 8-25's ahouldered
spproaimately oae-fifth of the load given to medium and light
bombardment. De er Camn i  , 3.

138.
History , 12th Bombardment bo.

139. Ltr., William C. Carr to Frank H. Lyons, 20 Nov. 1942, in Covater-  Intelligence Co drmunicationa, 1000-1499,  1392. Mr. Carr , rho
was the fiela servlce representative of I orth American Aviation,

  I nc . , i n I  or t h Af r i c a , s t a t e s t ha t wi t h b omb s ca r r i ed on t h e

_
wings, the 3-25 was capable of doing the work of four Bostone.
The first B-25C to be equipped with such bomb racka in this
theater wae flown by the commanding officer and a senior pilot  ;̀  

   
    f 1 T V
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on 9 November 1942. Thia was not the onls modification which

• the 8-25 vas to undergo , beca.use
in the same letter Mr. Carr

ment i oa s t he f a c t t ha t th e l ower t ur r e t s wer e t o b e r emoved
f rom a l l pl s ne s of t hi a k i nd i n t he b'or t h Af r i caa ar ea . He
al s o sp eak s of t h e r eqwes t

, of unp er tu rr e t gunner a f or mor e
protection. I 

I 40 . e t  
,g   ,,

3 .

141. Memo for Chief, Strategy and Policy Gp. by Cols. F . K. Roberts
and Jo s eph Smi t h , 3 Se p . 1 94 2 , on Pr op os ed Angl o- Amer i can d i r
Force for Operation ia the Caucasiaa drea , in   ' 

, WP-III-C-4,Western Ruasia. Ltr., Sir John Dill to Gen. Marahall, 27 Sep .1942, attached to B  fron Brig. Gen. 0
, g. 6nderson , 4 Oct. 1942,i n   'D- I I I - idea r Ea.s t Ov era l l , Lt r . ,   i r I tar sha l l D. C. S,   b i l l

t o Lt . G®n. H. H. Arnol d , 12 Oc t . 194 2 , i n AF'AEP , WP=I I I - A_ 2 ,
Great Britain , No. 2, Insert lA .  

14 2 . Memo f or CG   P' by Br i g . Gen . 0 . A. Ander s on , 7 Oc t . 1942 , on
Ai r Uni t s f or Tra ns cauca ei s ,   rP D- I I I - C- 4 , ' fe s t ern Bues i a .Several montha earlier a study on bases and targeta within range
of the Caucasue aad southern &  ssia had been recei4ed from 8 'AABI

.It was given careful consideration with a view to ascertaining
vhether bombing operations from this 9ector would be feasible
and pr of i t abl e .

(AAF , Pl ans Di v . Di vi ei on M ge s t , 2 Jw1e 194 2 .  
About the same time a stuc y on transportation in this area rae
made by 6-2. (Ibid„ 16 June 1942.) The 3ritish contiagent was
to include 9 fighter squadrons, 3 light bomber, and 2 medium
s quadr on e . Lt r . , Ai r I ar sha l hb i l l t o Lt . Gen . Arnol d , 12 Oc t .
1942, in Y  D-III-a-2, Great Britain , No. 2. For basic logistical
services or support, the United States was to have no respon-
s i bi l i t y . Lt r . , Gen . Arnol d t o Ai r r+is r aha l   ri l l , 2 1Cov . 194 2 ,i bi.d .

143 . Ms g . , t•ia r sha l l t o Br er e t on ,     SME  P1221 , 11: Oc t . 194 2 , i n 9 t h
AF' f i l e . Se e al s o l t r . , Gen . g rnol d t o Ai r T•Sar sha l g4ri 1 1 ,
12 Oct. 1 942, and memo for Gen . Arnold from Gen. Anderson ,2 Nov. 1942, ibid .

144. Ltr., Gen. Arnold to lir Marshal   +ill , 12 Oct. 1942, i
_
b id.

In September , General Brereton had sou  t to establish the Ìirst
Provisional Group on a more permanent basis.

With this end in
view, he reaommended that the unit be given a tactical desig ation
and nvmber and a formal taole of  rganization.

Tatr., Gen.  Br er et on t o Gen . St ra t emey er , 7 Sep . 194 2 , i n AAG ZC1 , f i  twi s H.Brereton.
•

14 5. Ac t i va t ed a s o f 24C0 L. T. , 31 Oct ober 194 2 .   :ds g . , Br er e t oa t o
AFAAP, t hr u Maawel l t o AG,   5      2286 , 1 2v'ov . 4 2 .

) The da t e i s of t e n
given as 1 November however. Msg., Brereton to 6rnold, BMSME
 4090 . 20 Jan. 43. '

  D
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14 6 . CM- I N- 40 90 ( 11- 10- 4 2 ) , Br e r et on t o AI'P  ' , t hru Cai ro t o AG,ANiSMB  2434 , 9 Nov. 42. For the enthusiasm with which the  513th Bombardment Squadron received the newa of the activation
of the 376th Bombardment Group , see Captain Tnolnas ' accotint
(p . 255   i n Born ia Ba t t e . Up t o t hi s t i me , t he s qv adr oa ha d
been a part of the 9th Bombardment Squadron , on loaa from Tenth

. 63r Force. In recognitioa of its nea statua, the unit immediately
sought to acquire insigaia. Th® design was inspired by the cir-
cucas t a,nc e s of t he mornent , and t he pa s t e rner i ence of some of i t s
members who had eerved in the Philippine and Java ca npaigas. A
circle drawn on a heraldic background indicated that the squadron
was bombing itg way aroun,d the world. ihree bombs, with yellow
aose to the csater, and etreaks of lig tning, signified its
bombardment of all of the A=is partaers--Japanese, Germsns,
and I t a l i aa s . Over t hi e , r an t h e em6l a zoned l egend "Born i n
Battle ,'  a phrase which gave the title to Cag tain Thomes' book.

147. Morgan , History of the IX Bomber Command. For Colonel Aalverson 's
r e t ura t o t he Uni.t ed St a t e e , s e e ms g . , Br er e t on t o e G,

  S  i 
 514 , 3  ug. 42. Under  the most tryiag conditiona, Helversoa
had doae an eacellent piece of work , said General Brereton.

14 8 , Msg , , Ma r ahal l t o Br er et on , bIdS:1SE 7E 1.221 , 11 Oct . 42 . The 513 t h
Bombardment Squa,

dron had been equipued with 8-17's.

149, Memo for Joint U. S. Staff Planners by Sec. of JCS
, 13 Oot.194 2 , i n J   CCS Di v . , 3 70 , 5 , Cauca s us ( 10- 5--4 2 )

, a i r Har sha l
Druaimoad was desigpated as head of thie 6nglo-gmeriaan Miseion
t o Rus si a . ( Se e memo f or CCS by Rep s , of Br i t i sh Chi ef s of
St a f f , on M spat ch of L  . S. 3 r i t i sh Ai r Cont i ng ent t o t he

.
Caucasus, C.C.S. 122, 14 Yov, 1942, ibid,

) The representative

.
f or t he War Depa rt ment wa s Br i g . Gan . II ,me r   . Adl er . I t wa a
euggested that a ret resentative from the Bomber Commsnd,

IISdFII 
,

and one f rom th e Per si an Gul f Serv3.c e Comrnend b e i ncl ud.ed .  (Msg.,
 PD to CG JSdFIME , 24 Oct. 1942, ibid. See also Ctd-OUT-0 614 8 ( 10- 19- 4 2)

, OPD t o CG USAI'I i  ,   1376 , 18 Oct . 42 ,
)

About this time it was decided that upon coanletion of his
mission to the Soviet Union and suitable iadoctrination of
his replacement, Col. Roaert gawch , General Adler ahould return
to the United States. CM-OUT-2972 (11-9-42), Ulio to C4
USAI'I hiE,   'i 722 , 9 1Tov . 4 2 .

150 . :•ior gan ,  Ii s t o ry of I 7CAomo er Cor wzand; Admi ni s t ra t i v e Hi at orp ,I7i a t h .Ai r For c e .

1 51 . I bi d . ; al so l t r . , Gen . Br er e t on t o Gen . Arnol d , 27.  Tov . 194 2 ,
in 9th AF file.

 
•

  a152 . Th e 975t h ,di.l i t ary Pol i c e Comnany (Avn ) r ewche d t he Mi ddl e Fa et
on 31 October 1942. Two officers and 51 enlisted men , less da-
tachments, were bardment Grouu at Fapid,

   
  :r ° f           
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Egypt, by 10 November, and on the sam e data 2 otticsrs, and 49

• enl i et e d a en   ere asai gn ed t o t tre   76t h Bormbardment Group at Abu
Susir. Administrativ. Hiatory, Ninth Air Force.

1 53 . I ht d . ; al s o C  OUT- '900 5 ( 9- 27- 1,2 )
, A,FASC, t hru St r at emeye r , t o

,
A    , Cai ro,

  996
, 26 3. p. 1F2 .

15t, , ht r . , Breret on t o Arnol d, 21 Nov . 19 ,.2, 9t h AF t i l e .
155. History of the Weathsr Section  I% Bomber Command.

156. Adminiatrativ. History, Niuth Air Force.  

1 57 . C  I N- 1902 (11 - 5- d,2 )
, Cai ro t o AG, A  4  #230 8 , 1  Nov . 1,.2 .

1 58 . Ci0 No . 23 , Hq . U3AFD  , dat . d Ca i r o , 12 Nov . 191,.2, purs uant t o
i ru t ruet i oru aont ai ne d i n l e t t e r AG 320 . 2 ( 6- 26- 1  .2 ) u3- AFACT,ds t od 27 Jun e 19 ,2 , "9t h Ai r For ae , " and 1' D radi og ram A1La d8
#1 735 , dat e d 10 Nov . 1  2 [ i . o . , (  d- OUT3 188 (1 1- 1 0- L,2 )

, Am ol d t o
CG USAFIl + E, 10 No. . t 2 ] . 3e e al ao GO No . 1 , Hq . Ni nt h U. 3 . Ai r
Fores, Cairo, datsd 12 Nov. 19lN2, annouacing the activation ot
the Ninth Air Force, aomprising all U. S. AAF units in the
liiddle East th ater. It also diaaolved the Headquarters Squadron,United States Ar  rNiddle F. st Afr Force, and aontir .d the
aet i vat i on by t h. War Depart ,meat ot Ii . adquarte r s Squadran ,Ninth Air Force. Zhe Air 3erviive Cammand, United Stata A  r
 iiddlt Ea t Air Force  as diaaolred aad ths IZ Air 3erria.
Caa+m and, Ninth Air Forae  as e nnouaced as acti4at.d by 3eotion II
oi s  h. same g. n eral orde r .

159 . Admi ni at rat i v e Hi s t or3r, Ni nt h Ai r Forae .

160 . ( 0 No. 1 , sec . I I I , Hq. 9t h AF, dat ed 12 No r, 19l .2.

161. Pursuant to the authoritp contained in 1RD Aadio 1991, dated
25 Nov. 191 2, sec. III ot (i0 No. 1, Hq. 9th AF, was reac3 ded
bp GO Ho. 3, sac. II, ot th. asm e ottice, dated 27 Nov. 14 2•

162. GO #?1  , per . 1 , Hq. i SAFh  , dat ed 1!  Nov . 1q,42 .

163. GO #3 sec. I, Hq. 9th AF, dated 2? Nov. 1q1,.2. See also Q [-OUT-
9032 (11-25-1w2), OPD, thru Marahall, to CG USAFI  ,  1991,25 Nov. 1 .2.

161i. Der C 32- 33•
• 165. GI[- oUT- 27gT (11- 9- 42 )

, l[arahal l t o Andres , Cai ro   1713 , 9 Diov . 1;2 .

166.   . 3e• also Adminiatrative History, Hinth l ir Foree.
  ,      
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167. Historical Bac' ground of the 316th Troop Carrier Group to 12 Aug.• 1943. Group Headquartere and the 36th and 37th Sque,drons reached
Deversoir, Eg,pp

t, on 23 and 24 1Qovember 1942. The 45th arrived
at Iemailia on 25 November. Owing to the detentioa of the 44th
Squadron at Accra for the carrying out of two migsione to

,
Leopoldville in the Belgian Congo , this unit did not reavh ita
etation at Iemailia   til 4 December. The grovnd echeloa came
by ahtp , and coneequently did not arrive in the Middle East until
1 February 1943.  peratione, however, were begun on 23 Novemoer.(Ibid.

) Sor arrangementa regarding ground s  port for this unit,
ae e C:"i- I  I- 5280 ( 1 1--1 2- 4 2 )

, Ca i r o t o AGWAR , AMS2    a489 , 12 Nov . 4 2 .

168. Directive, Gen. Arnold to CG 9th AF , 9 Nov. 1942, attached to    a   . J ohn E. Fel t o 
, Or ganf zat i ona l Hi s t or y of t he 9t h Comba t

Camera Uni t , da t ed 4 Jun e 1943 . 'I'h e uni t wa s de s i goa t ed i n
Wa sh i n gt on on 21 November 194 2. ( See AG 320 . 2 , l t r s . . of 14 a n d
2l Nov . 194 2. ) I t a ac t i va t i on wa s announc ed by C 0 No . 4 , Hq .9th AF , 30 Nov. 1942. Acco naanying authority wae a d reative
f r ora CG AAF , da t ad 10  Jov . 194 2 , ea t i t l ed ' Mot i on Pi c t ur e
Coverage of Aru rAfr Forces Activitiss in Combat Theaters," and
the directive of 9 Nov. 1542, already cited.

169. Soon after ite arrival in F  ypt on 1 February 1943 , the Head-
quartere, 9th Combat Camera Uait wae merged with detachments
a l r ea c  y i n t h e f i e l d . See GO No. 10 , USAFI AiE , da t ed 6 Feb . 1943 .

170. Adminiatrati e History , Ninth Air Force. See also 3rief
Ai s t or i c a l Recor d of t h e 9 t h Comba t Ca.mera Un i t , da t ed ?,  Pda y
1943 , and C?d-OUT-7908

(12-23-42}, Arnold to Br.ere
ton for Greenwald

  2493 , 22 Dec. 42 .

1 71 . J CS , 4 6t h Alee t i ng , 1 5 Dec . 1 94 2 , I t am l Q, i n J f CCS Di 4 . , 370 . 5 ,CaucBaus (10-5-42). 5ee also CM-IN-8629 (12-20-42), Boewell
(Aio acow) t o MI h I D,   150 , 19 Dec . 4 2 . Rea s on s f or t h e u nwi l l i n g-
neee af the Soviet Govarnment to accept the proposal as offered
ar e g i v en i n CM- I N- 11A6fi ( 11- 26- 4 21 , Adl er t o Mar eha l.l and
s ndr ewa , t h r u l ioacow t o WD, AYo s cow   124 , 25 ;Tov . ] r94 2 ; and
Ci  - I N- 2607 ( 12 - 6- 42 ) , Cai r o (Andr ewa ) t o AGWAR , AMSME   ",  971 ,4 Dec. 42. Meanwhile a stuc y of the operational mapa of
Caucasus areas had revea].ed maay airdromes suitable for heavy-
bomber planea. If, for any reason , aircraft only had been given ,it wae suggeated that authority be reserved to u$e these fielda
aa advaace bases for raide againat such targete of mutval

• interest as Ronmanian oil centers and Germea lines of commuaica-
t i on t o Ea at ern Fur op e , CM- I N- 12335 ( l I '- 29- 4 2 ) ,Adl e r t o ria r sha l l

and 3ndr ewa , Aio acow   12 5 , 27 Nov . 4 2 .•
1 7 2 . Cr:- OUT- 2 29b ( 1- 7- 43 ) , Mar sha l l t o CG USAFI ME , AMSt IF   2739 7 J an . 

43; and CAS-IN-11370 (1-23-43), Brereton to Arnold   d Marehall ,t h r u Ca i r o t o AGW 1R AMSME   4090 , 20 J   . 43 .
,
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1 73 . In t er vi e ws wi t h Er i g . Gen . J ohn E. Ups t on , 27 idov . and 8 Dec . 194 2 .
A r epor t f or t he rraek endi ng 8 Nov . 1942 l i at ed th e f ol l owi ng, Douglas Aircraft employeea at Gura:
Ame ri cs n s - --1933
Americans on loan--149
Nat i v e a- - 11 69

• Italiana--421

The $tatus of the building program in percentages was:
Power house--27 (nev inatallations)
Barracks--95 '
Hospital--95
Lavudry, bakery, and warehouses--95
Rscreation--88
Gener al Bhop s- - 86
Gasoline storage--74

Ci•f- IN- 582p (1 1- 13- 4 2} , Bi shop , v I a Sp eck , t o Ca Ar  ',   i4AD   6? ,
Aamar a , 11 T ov . 4 2.

174. Ltr., Gen. Arnold to Gen. Brereton , 23 Oct. 1942  rith iacls., in
AAG 331. See also Col. John T. Upston s "Obsarvationa of Air
Force dativitiss in the Middle East, 1-15 Oct. 1942," attached to
R    , 20 Jan . 1943 , i n AAG 300 , Af r i ca ; s ud l t r . , Andr e ws t o
Arnold, 22 Nov. 1942, attached to Gen. Arnold 's reply , 19 Dec.
194 2 , i a AAG 3 12 .  

1?5. Administrative History , Ninth Air Force.

176 . In t er vi ews wi t h Br i g . Gen . J oha E. Up s t on .

1 7? . Lt r . , Gen . 3 r er et on t o Gea . Arnol d , 21 2 ov . 194 2 , i n 9 t h AF f i l e .

1?8. Stiistained direat action against targets in southern   irope had
bean included in a list of ma or etrategic ob ectives which
General Brereton had drawn up in the svwmer. See Stimmary of
Cablea 526 to 530 inclusive, Brereton to  rnold, 4 gug. 1942,
attaahed to merao for AFDAS by AFA  , 11 Aug. 1942, in WP-III-
Iv'ear Eas t Ov era l l .

179. Chi-I21-11356 (11-26-42), Brereton to Arnold , thru Cairo to aG  ,
   ISi    2?69 , 25 21ov . 4 2.

180 . CrI- I P1- 253 8 ( 12- 6- 4 2 ) , Br er et on t o Arnol d , t hru Andr ews t o g GW6 R,
' AhiSN1E #  29 84 , Cai ro , b Dec . 4 2 . Af t er 4 Dec emb er 194 2 , th e

miasione of the 98th Bomnardaent Group were largely to Sicily
and Italy. See interview with Ma . Thomas T. Omohnndro , 
a b ou t 21 3+da y 1 94 3

,
i a U. S . 90 0 0 .

[
,
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G L 0 3 S A R Y

  AAG Air Ad,jutan
t Qeneral

AgDA Amerloan-British-Dutch-Australian Co  and
ACFC Air Corpa Ferrying Command
AC/3 Aasistant Chiet ot StaPt
AFAAP AC/ A3 , Ads  .ni at r at i on and Pvr eosu el
AFABI AC/A3, Intelligence
AFACT ACfAS, Operationa and   aining
AFADB ACf A9 , ldat.. r 3s 1 and 3uppl

,y
AF'AEP AC/ AS , Pl sna
AFAidC Ai r Ya t s r i e l Commao d
AFASC Ai r 8 e r vi oe Ccs s  nd
AFA C Air Tranaport Car  nd
AF+CA3 C hi v t ot Ai r St a t t
    Ai r For es Cwabat Conmaaad
}  DA,g Deput y Chi ef ot Ai r 9t a t t
AFDpp Dirvct or ot Personn.l
AFIHI Historioal Dd.vision, AC

/AS, Int.e11i8 .nae
AF3 [AG Ai r Ad  ut ant Ceneral
ggpl  lti l i t ar y Per sonrwl Di vi ai on
AFRpB Dir.ator af Bcmbardmant
Agg  Diraotor ot Nar Organisatioa and Mavem4nt
A  G  )

Ad  nt ant Gera ral , l rsr Depar tnrent  

A  Af r i caa [i ddl e Eaat l i ng
AMG ID Gura Af r Ds pot
A1  SCA Ameriosn Military Misaion in (  ina
  Depot he adqn ar  .. r s , As mar a
AMSI R Ameri can   I3.aai on i n I raa (Baara)
pti g  Amsri aan 1 i 13.t ar y Mi aai on ,   (i ddl e East
AOC Air Ottivsr Camu nding
Aquil.a Tenth Air Foroe Headquarters
A PD Air War Plsna Division

BOAC Br i t i s h O re rae as Ai r rra,ya Cor por at i on

CCS Combined Chiefs oY Staft

, DAO Defenae aid Ottioe

Cp ( ener al Or der s
!

J C,S J oi nt Chi ot s of 3t a f t ( ot t he Uni t ed St at e s )

           I       .    . : .-  -. ..   ..  .   '  ̀  -    ,
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LATI Lin6as  sr.as 15ransconti .ntaos Italianas

 YA Yilitary Attach.
IiILTD 1[i l i t ary Int s l l i gencs Di v i ei oa , lrar Dspart.ment

' YO Yilitary Obaer.or

I  I Neth.rlanda Sast Indiea

OCdcS Operet i ons , Coa®i t msnt a , &   . qui rea ent s
Od I Ot t i c. of NaTal In •
OPD Oporationa Division, Xar Dspartao.nt Oen.ral Staft
OPY O!'l i a. of Product i on t
06S 0l f i c. oi St r at . gi o 9er ri cea

PAA Pan Am erf caa Ai r. qys

SgAF South A!'ricaa Air Force
SAS S.oretary of the Air 3tatr
SOB 3srrivsa of 3upp y
SPOBS 3pe c i al Mi l i t ary Obae r ve ra (  oup

T/BA ?able o  Basic Allo anaea
TCC ?roop Carrier Coromand

USAAF  Oni t s d St at e s Ara p Ai r Forc . s i a t he   ti ddl . B aat
USAFII  Qni t ed St at e a Ars  For es e i a t he Mi ,ddl e Bs at
USAIdEAF Uni t e d St at e s Ars  ldi ddl e Eaet Ai r Forae
US  [AlI Uni t e d St at e s ld3.l i t ary Nor t h Ai ri ca n   [l .aai vn

IADGS War D. par t.aoe nt Ceoe r al St a f i
  PD War Pl .aas Di 4i si on,   r Depart msnt G. n. ral 9t aPt

 
!       

,   
j         
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B  szioG  icALsTA  rrr

Documsnt s used i n t he pr epar at i on of t hi s st wc y aonsi s t of a
variety of ofifoial papera; reports; letters,  emoa, and other
f orma of Ar a  r corre apoad snae ; re oordod i nt er Pi e rs ; ordi r a; cabl .
and radio messagea; unit hiatorisa; and a ferrprinted sourcea
(s.g., racent artialoa aad booka pertaining to operatfons in North
Af r i aa ) .

Bibliographi cal citations in the notes include tha repositoriQs
in which the documsnts are found, and tl  followic:g codea and sy  -
boh  used in their deaignationt

AAF Claaaiti ad FiU a, cited AAG with decimala

Ths Ad utant General, Claesified Filea, cited A(3xith d.cimals

Ssaretary ot Air 3tatt, Claasitied Filea, cited Air AG with
ds ci mal s .  

AA.F Masaage Ceater: Ziessages both in this collection and in
AFIAI tilea   re used. No •ttort has bs.n made to dis-
tiaguiah bet reen them. Ia aome ot the ear y mssaages,t tw nmober ing i a i nadequat e or l a c ki ng ent i r el 3r. I n
• i t her caae t he oi t at i oa has been gi v en as f bl l  aa
possible.

Assiatant Chief oY Air 3taff, Iatelligeace
Historical Divieion (AP'IHI filea):  Yorka oonsulted in thie

  col l e ct i on ar e ci t ed bp t i t l e on ly ,  ri t hout flu t t er de-
s i gn at i on .

.
Intalligeace Library (A-2 Lib.): Documaat9 from this collec-

tion have been cited by location aad by the aystem of
tiling used there.

Office Servicea Diviaion (AFAEP files): Docume ats oitsd acaord-
. ing to the iiling ayatem u ed in thia office (e.g., III-B

Orgsait.atioa;  P-III, Near East Overall; etc.).

•
 7      -  /  ! l 
-  -  +
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" A Lir Traasport Cam ,aad, 65, 84,
llb

A-20, 61-62, 126 (n 45), 137 (n 4Z)s ,lezaadria, Z9, 68, 97,
149 (n 134) 127 (n S}

>- 29, ?9   l l ahabad, l b6 (n 12)
ABDA Ca® ea d, 48, b8, 89 111isd nations, 3, 6?, 108,
Absdaa, 2, 40, 60-63, 63, 144 (n 87), lb2 (n 168)

148 (n 130), 161 (n ?0) Allisoa persoYm el, 22, 119 (n 9)
 bu Qir, 12? (n 3), 134 (n 2T}  lqain , 12T (n 1)
ebu Sueir, 20, 110-113, 127 (n 3), /rnericaa  ir Fvro. Dele6ation

129 (n 9), 134 (n 27), 174 (n 152) in the liiddle  ast, 32, 36
l by  a s i ni a . ,

8  e Rt hi opi a .   a e r i c e n Te ohn i o al 8ohool ,
 acra, 10, 16, 65, 76, 88, llb, 59-80, 1l 8 (n 12?}

143 (n g7), 150 (n 141), imreriaan V'olunt..r Groap, 48,
l bl (n 14 7 )

,
 189 (a  39 , 48 ) , b0 , 57

160 (n ?0); 17b {a 16?) Andrewa, Lt.  3en . F. M., 113
Ldler, Brig. Gan. I . S., 36-40, 4?, Aaglo-m ,erioaa 1ir Foro•

bl, b8-b7, 61-64, 66, 69, 85, For Cauoasua. e  q Tr.ai-
138 (n 45), 140 (n 68, 70), oauoasia.
142 (n 8 b)

, 14 7 (n 114 , 115)
,   ag l o - Jbse r i aw . Yi s s i oa4

148 (n 130), 149 (a 134), to U, 8. S. R., 173 (a 149)
lb6 (n ?, 9), 183 (n ?4, 7?), Bnglo-L merioaa relations, 13,
1?3 (n 149) 27

1   r i o a- 161dd1e Bs t 1Pf ng .   Li r , ngl o- Egypt i an Sudan, 10 , 12 ,
Tranaport Cass and. 20-21, 1?A (n lb}, 146 (a 109),

Lhlin, Lt. R. $., 163 (n ??) lb2 (n 159)
AY ara s , 2 l qaba , 82 , 12 ? (n 1 )
AiroraPt typea. 6es indf ridual Aqir, 110

ns sEes. br e bi a, ?4 , 150 (n 141) , .lir Corpa Ytintenanoe Ca anand. lb2 (n 159)
  lda f nt enaa o• Ca ® sn d. Arnol d , Cen . H. H. , 32 , 50 , 8 7,

Air Corpa Ferrying Cammand. 8ee 12b (n 42), 13b (n 32 ,
Ferrying Cammand. 164 (n 81), 168 {n 116)

lir Depot gronp, w ork of, 136 (n 39) brnold-Portal-Ta ro ra ooarer-
l i r Force Caeabat Caosaand , 3S , 50 - 51 s at i ana , 66
Air Representati . {  }

, 36, 51, Arnold-Slessor-?vwers agrsensnt,
67-58 161 (n lb2)

Lir Seotion, USl®TAY , Sg-38, 48-47, llsanol, 146 (n 112)
  bl, 56, b9, 63, 69, 8b, 143 (n 85),  soensian Island, 17-18, 48,

14? (n llb), 148 (n 124) 126 (n 4b)

_ Air Ser ioe Co® end Ashkabad, 124 (n 37}
! w  der USl®iA1i , 58 , 64 As i a , 2  68 , 70 , 108

under IISJ  AF, 69, 73, ?8, 81-88,   ara, 28
88 i t h  n s , 4

vim d. r   ii nt h Ai r Forae , 113- 114 , At i , 11
116, 166 (n 7), lb8 (n 9) Atldnson, Capt. G., b6, 141 (n 90)

,.   ..
S
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.
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lttorasy Grnersl , 122 (n 28) Blenheim airarat' , 10, 16,
  !l iahialeoY, Gen. C., 33, 66, 68, 121 (n 25), 123 (n Sl),

?2-T3 130 (n 16)
liu tralia, 47, 49, 132 (n 22), BO C. •s British Ow rseas  ir-

143 (n 86) ways Corp.
Boeing-314, 122 {n 31)

  BOLBRO, IbS {n 164)
B Bolling Field, 124 (n 3?),lb4  a 164)

8 - 17, 48 , 68 - 69 , 96 , 110 , 143 {n 8 ?}
, Ba . ber Ca. mand , II SAI  Lg , 94 - gg ,

lb2 (n lb5), 158 {n 28), 164 (n 78, 114
79 ) .   a s Fl y i n6 Fort r e s s . Ba. bs r a     ea vy ) , e Pf e at i aene as of , 7?, 9

B-24, 44, 48, 70, 72-7b, 91, 94, 96, aissioa. of, 71-T2, 92-93,
110, 117, 124 (n 37), 12b (n 44), 117, 166 {n 99, 100)
lb2 {n 15b), 168 (a 28), I®0 (n 62), at Ls.antins bases, ?3, 82
16T (n 100 ) . Sw e. al s o I  - 30 . aug nent at i on by BJF , 91

B-2b, 62, 80, 103-104, 106-107, rat. of a ploy ..at, 94,149 (n 134), 160 (n b2, b6), 167 (n 102)
1?1 (n 133, 137, 189). traasf.r to Sg pt, 110

B-2s, 123 (n 31) Bonnsll, Yn . a. H.,-lb6 {n lo).
Backus, Lt. Col. $. 8., 16a {n 7?), 163 (n 74)

171 (n 129)   g j   ,
 

,a
t_ , 173 (n 148)

Bagtrdeod , 150 (n 14 1 ) Bos t oa ai r ar aPt , 22 , 61 , 10 7 ,Bahr . i n , 124 {n 3 7
,
) 126 (n 4 b) , 17 0 (n 128 ) ,Baka , 108 171 (n 13 9 )

Ballcan Psninsula, 3-4, 7, 82 Boston-3, 61-62, 137 (n 42 
Baltimor. airoraPt, 12fi {n 4b), Brasil, 15-14, 17-18, 80,170 (n 128).     Glenn 122 (n 31)
liartin. Brsreton Dst., 69, 73-74, 95,Balt3a4ore, Yd., 122 (a 31) 109

Bardis xoad, 92 Brsreton, Na . Gen. L. H ., 50,Bari, 92 56, 66-69, 73, 7b-77, 8b-86,Barra Sysbal, 12 88-90, 94, 100, 109, 112-113,Basra, 2, lb, 40, 61-62, 73-74, 81, llb, 117, 144 (a 96), 146 (n 113),124 (ri 37), 13? {n 40), 149 (n 134), 147 (n 115), lb2 (n lb5),150 (n 141), 160 (a b8) lfi6 (n 9, 10, 11), lb8 (n 28),Bathurst, 13, lb, 122 (n 28, 31), 163 (n 74; 77), 164 {n 79),143 (n 67) 172 (n 144}, 176 {n 178)
Bat on , Capt . H. E. , ! 62 (n 74 ) Br et t , lta   . ( . a , a , H„ 28 ,Bavig iey, Lt. Col. R. Y., 162 (n 74) 30-34, a6, 44, 46, 48, 6S.Bay of B.ongal, 66 122 (n 31), 124 (n 37),
Beit Darru , ?7 125 (a 42), 136 (n 32),
B.land. h L.ndina drouad, 168 (n 117) las (n 60), 144 (n 95)

,
Bslgian Coago, 49, lbl (n 147), Brindisi, 82
17b (n 16?) British A d ancs  ir Ba dquarters,Ben,g

  a z i , ?2 , 74 , 92 , Q9 y Y8fi i {  ;100 ) 100 , 10 4 - 5
Berry, lat Lt. J. W., 135 (n 32) British Air Ca  ission, 122 (a 31),•
Bir Egahe3m , 151 (n 148 ) 136 (a 29)
Bi shop , Co l . H. S . , 11 7 Br i t i sh Ai r ar s,!'t Da® ,i s a i on , 26
Biaaell, Brig. Gan. C. L., 86 British  ir YiaiatrT, 22, S1, 34,Bl aak Sea , 108

_:. _    ,
  '

,
  t          10 , 11 ) , 134 {n 2?)

1 - .f  ,     ,1       
.
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British Arny, Sigbth, 33, 4b, Churohill, Prime ]tiaister,
  ?2-73, 80, 83, 101, 103-107, 41, 64, 108, 121 (n 22)

169 (n 120), 1T0 (n 128) Clark, yr. t . B. $ee Cnrtfss-
Br i t i sh (issabi a, 122 (n 31) 11Frri ght .
British Gen aral Hsadquarters,   , Cocos Islaad, 49

.
73 Coet i s  r I s l and , 4 8

Br i t i s h Hs . dqunrt er a i n l  , l b3 (n 1g0 ) Co lby , Na  . J .   [. , 140 (n 88 )
British Isla , 10-11, 44, b3, Cambin.d Chi.fs of BtafY ,

122 (n 28), 183 (n 164)  -   pelioi.a of, b8, 66
Br i t i s h   ie i nt ens aos Cam eand , 7 Coni ng  .  s , Ai r Yi oe Y. r s ha l
Field arganiLatioa, 13S (n 27) Sir 4rt  ir, 100, 103,

British l sditerr.nean Flest, ?3 170 (n 128)
British O.erseaa Airways Corp., lb, Conv.rs., l.t Lt. L. F.,

144 (n 8T) 183  n 77)
British So ae liland, lb2 (n lb9) Corinth C.aal, 92, 94, 110,
Br a ro r , Col . a . S . , 3 , ? , 118 (a 3 ) , 112
120 (a lb} Cran,  la . D. F., 3

Bukama, 49 Cret.., l, 4, 8-9, 74, 92-93,
Surma, 15, 48, b0, b3, b6-b7 121 {n 19, 22), lb8 (a 28)
Burma - Chi as Ss ot or , 71 Cr i a  ea , 4 1
Bur  a fl oad , 66 Cr an , Col . lr. H. . fi 7+58 , 60 ,
Burw+sll, col. s. s., 1S8 (n b5), ls2 (n 74)

139 (n 56) Cyprus, 77
Cyr ens,i oa , ?0
Cur t i ss-  fr i   t Co. , 22 , 25,

C 27, 119 (n 8, 9), 128 (n S),
189 (n 10), ISO tn 10, I1),

C-39, 30 131 (n 21,   
)
, 133 (n 25),

C-47, 114 lE7 {n 46), 148 {n 124) .Cai r o ,   s s i m  ti r or af t .   P- 40 .
Calotttta, 124 (n 3?), 148 (n 112) DC-3, 6b,_

122 (n 31),
Callahan, Lt. Col. D. F., 39, b6, 146 (n 112)

140 (n 70 ) Dam on , I Ia   . H. F. , 162 (n T4 )
Candia, 92 Darwin, 143 (n 86)
Cant oa I s l and , 4 7 Dasrs on, Ai r Yi oe 1[ar s hal G. t  . ,
Cape of Good Bope , 2 3, 77 , 8 8 3 2 , 128 (n 7) , 134 (n 29 ) ,
Caprani Co., 29 18b (n 32), 181 (n 70)
Carpentsr, Paul.   s_

Curtiss- Dsf.nss lid Raports,Ditision of,lFr i ght Co . 10 , 28
Car r i er t s aha i que , 76 of Pi os   a Cai r o, 43
Cauoaaut. See Tranaoatitaasfa. Deir S1 Ragil, 103
Chad , 11 Delosier, SlSgt., 141 (n ?+0)
Chsin of oanr and, 4b, 68, 108 Dslta ar.a, 20-21, 24, 28, 31,

.
Chens y , 3[a  . t3e n . J . S . , 38 , 83 , 70 , 72 - 78 , B0 , 84 , 110 ,1 19 (n 7 )

, 14 2 (n 82 ) 1 14 , 128 (a 6 , 9 ) , 12   (n 3 }
lQi s s i on , 13 5 (n 32 ) , 13 9 (a b6 ) 1S7 ( n 4 2 ) •

Chennault, Brig. Gen. Claire, b0 Desert  ir Forc. (R i+'),•
China, 49-50 , b5-56, 86, 7 0, 189 (n 121, 122), 170 (n 124).

14 8 (n 112 ) , 14 7 (n 120 ) Ses ,g
  Q  IFe s t ern Deae rt

Chri st mas I s l s;a d , 47 Coiom. at d.
I 1 rJ

EJ 
J 1
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Desert Air Task Foroe, 0. S., Sthiopia, 29, 150 (a 10),
  100, 104, 111 162 (n 159)

De i I s l s t s , ita   . Jol3a L. M. s 3 8,
141 (n TO)

DeTersoir, 80, 108, ill, 17b (n 16?) g

,
Di ol  an , Lt . Co. dr . C. T. , 14+0 (n 68 )
Diago Garcia lsland, 48 lst Provi.ional Gp., 74, 93,
Dill, 8ir Ja hn, 89•91 96-96, 109-110, 1T2 (n 144)
Din3aa, 55, 57, 146 (n 112) bth /1ir 8upport Ca.maa d,
Doddridge, Lt. D. E., 162 (n 74) 164 (n 164)
Doolittle, l[s.

 . Gen. Jam+sa, bb, 87, 44th Troop Carrier 8q., 115,
146 (a 112) 176 (n 167)

Douglas Jirora.
Pt Co., 22, 28, 40, 45th Troop Carrier 8q., llb,

?8, 114 175 (n 16T}

a i r or af t of , 30 . ,  .
  Q Ha. oo s 46t h Bo ab Gp. , 153 (n 164 )

Bost on . 54t h Pur s ui t (  p. , 158 (n 164 )
psrsonnel oP, 61, 81, 116, b7th Fi  t.r (ip., T5-?6, ?B, 88,
148 {n 124), 1T6 (n 17S) 96, 104, 113, lb9 tn 39),

Dunn, Col. R. A., 13b (n 32) 165 (n 81), 168 (a 11?),
Dutoh Bs,at Indiss. 8e• 8etherlsads 169 (n 121), 170 (a 123, 126)

East Indisa. 415th Figbtsr Sq., ?8, 110
434th Bamb Sq., 80, 171 (n 130)
436th Bomb Sq., 152  a 156)

B 61Fth Bcab Sq., 109
518th Baab 3q., 1 3 fn 14g, 148)

6th Air Depot ap., ?8, 160 (n 48) S15th Bonb 8q., 109
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