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FOREWORD

This study, prepared oy T/Szt. Thomes J. Heayock of the Combatb
Operabional Bistory Division, AXF Hisborieal Office, recounts the
career of the Twolfth Lir Force from the time it beceme esteblishcd
in nevwly pacified French Horth Africa until it was shsorved in the
Horthwest Africen Air Forces. A previous sbudy, Air FPhase of the
Torth African Imvasiom, Ioverber 1942, hes treatod The Origin of ‘the
ToLiIUll, T8 pro-iivesion development, snd the port it played in the
North African landings. o give tho present work unity end to serve
the resderts coavenience Air Phase of tho llorth Africen Invesion has
been drawn upon for veridUs bUCKsronnt MALCTIGLS BppoBring 1B Chapters
I emd IX. Likc other studios prepered Ly tho Hisboriczl Cffice, this
study is subject to revision as sdditional information becomes eveile-
ble.
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Chapter I
INZRODUGCIION

Before proceeding to the story of the Twelfth Alxr Yorce during
1%s first four months in Africa, it is advisable to review the plans
laid ia London and Washington for the employment of the Twelfth in the
theater, It is partlcularly advisable in that, in good pars, the logle
of events determlned that these plans were not o be carried out--and
only in the realization of the shift in plans and sbrategy after the
landings on 8 November can Twelfth Air Foree, or for that matter
theater, history be set down. This introduciion, in a summary way,
recomts therefore the events attending the adoption of the TORCH plan
and the conflicting strategles which gave the plan a certain ambiva-
lence. The orlging and functlons of the Twelfth Alr Force and XII A1
Support Command are llicewlse treated in br:lef.l

In mid-April 1942, America and Grea$ Britain had spparently agreed
on a firm strategy for the extinction of the European Axis: cross-
Ghannel invasion followlng a preparatory day-mnd-night air offensive.
Target date for ROUND-UP, the full-scale adventure, was set for spring
1943, but provision existed for a lesser attack in the fall of 1942,
The latter, designated SLEDGEHAMMER, was intended elther to explolt
a German setback or ease German pressure in the U.S,5.R. theater. The
Amexrican forces needed to accomplish this cross-Channel sirategy were

oS oQUEDTITIAL

3
\—Fvl
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get in motion towards the United Kingdom under a builld-up plan coded
BOLERO,

In June the BOIERC plan was reaffirmed in Rooseveli-Churchiil
conversations. However, it was stressed that BOLTRO was flexible,
that it not only was flexidle enough to provide against suy develop-
ments on the Fussian front but also did not preclude the mounting of
an operation againgt French North Afrieca. Iate in July BEOUND.UP was
definitely abandoned., In its stead TORCH, the African invasion, would
be undertalen.

President Roosavelt is generally credited with Inspiring mach of
the North African strategr; moreover the British Chiefs of Staff had
always exhibited a definite reluctance to embark on a continental in.
vaslon, The U. S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, on the other hand, had been
heartily in favor of ROUND-UP, had stressod its advantages over TORCH,
and had labeled the latter "defenslve, encircling.” As will appear,
high-placed American officers, and especially air officers, were to
retaln a preference for ROUND-UP and its corollarles, sven after TORGH
had broken 1n130 Yorth Africa.

The Combined Chlefs of Staff lald down the fundamentals of the
operation in August. "Firm and mutvally supporied lodgments! were o
be establlshed in the Oran-Alglers-Tunis area on the Mediterrsnesn coast
and in the Casablanca area on the Atlantic coast. From these lodgments
control was to be extended over French North Africa with the primary
oblect of driving againet the rear of the Axis forces in the Western

Desert. An amphidious assault in the Tunlg area was glven over

T T
SECHRITY IerURi 7
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hecause of the proximity of "Bomb Alleytu-the Sardinia-Sicily-Tunls

. triangle dominated by Axis alr forces. In order to guard against
hostile action from Spanigh territory eutting the life line through

- the Stralt of Gibraltar, after tne landings preparations were to be
made for a possibvle invasion of Spanish Morocco.

General Elsenhower submitied a plan which differed in important
aspects from the operatlon outlined in the gulding 00S directive.
Generally speaking, the modifications looked towards throwing the
welght of the assault farther east (landings at Oran, Algiers, and
Bone) with a view to a mors rapld advance on Tunis and towards chanc-
ing Spanish hostility to the extent of sbandoning the Casablanca land.
ing. The plan did indieate, however, that stuiles wore in progress
for a descent by sea on Spanish Moroeco, if emergency action were re-
auired before the Oran forces, charged also with the capture of
Casablanca, could consolidate on the land.ward side.
Although they sranted General Elsenhower's contention that forces

at hand were insufficilent to carry out the original directive, the T.
5. Jolnt Chiefs of Staff refused to take the loglstieal risk of hogtile
action closing the sea line through Gibralter before the landline fronm
Casablance to Oran had been secursd. They argued, therefore,, that the
Casablanca landings were essential and they won their point despite
Eigenhower's conviction thot the needs of the West Coast would spTead

" his forces too thinly and allow the Germans entry to Tunisls where their

. bulld-up would be more rapid tham that of the Allies.

DL (_fl{\,,hf'.,‘:.l:lfT‘\ﬁgL
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Three task forces were initlally to descend on French Yorth
Afrien. The Hastern Assault Force, mixed British and Americen, was to
take Alglers, wnereupon the Sritish First Army would be brought in %o
secure Tunlsla, and operate desertwards agalnst Rommel. American
« troops of the Center (Oram) Task Force and the Vestern {Casabdlanca)
Pagl Force were to link after the attalument of thelr inltial objec~
tives and prepare, as the Fifth Army, for a possible thrust into
Spanieh Horoeco. If action to securs Spanish Moroceo were necessary
before the Flfth Army eould be consolidated, a Horthern Task Force
would sall from Englsand for an attack on the Tangier-Ceuta arem. This
project was coded BACKBOWE. Thus the primary prospective ares of action
of the American ground forces lay in tne neighborhood of the Strait of
Gibraltar and not nesr the Sicllian narrows. It remalns to set forth
the projected dlsposition of the Ameriecan air contingent.

The land-based Allied alr forces which went down to Afrieca in
support of TOHCH went as two separate alr commands--separate as to
tasks and areas of responsibility and operation, This arrangement is
reflected in the names assigned: Eastern Alr Command and Westera Alr
Command., The Vestern Alr Command was the Twelfth Alr Fores.

The British Bastern Alr Command under Air Marsghal Sir William
Welsh, with headquarters at Alglers, was to be generally responsible
for cooperation with the Eastern Assault Force and the First Army in
the drive for Tunis. The Twelfth Alr Force, commanded by Brig. CGen.

. James H, Doolittle, after glving such aid as was possible to the Center

ll 3
o
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and Western Task Forces in thelr landings, would find 1ts main task %o
. be cooperailon with the American Fifth Arny,

The Twelfth, however, with projected headquarters at Oran, was by

no means merely the alr watch set over Spanish Moroceo, for its assisn-

. ment to the western area was not so exclusive as that of the ground
forces. In the TORCH plan it was stated: "from the alr point of view,
the whole North African theater must be rezarded as one." Moracver,
the Twelfth was not only considerably iarger than the Fastern Air
Command but boasted the only long-range boubers, escort figaters, and
transports destined for the theater. As mlight de expected, then,
Allled Force Headquarters (AFHQ) contemplated reinforeing one command,
from the other and concentrating ailr strengtn in any part of the theater.
The Twelfth would not sit om its hands pending Spanish dsvelopments,
but 1te separation from the Hastern Alr Command was explicit,

In its iamediate lupact wpon North Africa, the Twelfth functioned
as two air task forces, command of which led wward to ground task
force commanders under general supervision of AFHQ, Thlssrrangemont
wag well suited to cooperation with the widely separated landings at
Oran and Casablanca and to possible operations prior to the time when
the Western and Center Task Forces would establish contact. Apprecia-
tlon of this fact affords an entry to the tamgled subJect of Twelfth
Air Foree organization subsequent to the cessation of French reslstance,

4s laid out in Auguat 1942, the Twelfth Alr Force was to consist

. of a fighter, a bomber, and a service command and about 700 sireraft.

"THIS PAGE Declassmed I EO12958
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Thig force was to be orgenlzed and trained in Ingland, its nucleus
econtrivuted by the Bighth Air Force. Although conclusive evidence
cannot be brought to bear, it is likely that the Twelfin as above oub-
lined was destined for the Casablanca area, in accordance wita the
014 JuPITER-GIHNAST ponception by which British forces were committed
within the Mediterranean and Amerlican forces mainly on the west coast,
Apparently, however, the USAAF very soon relleved the BAT of the burden
of cooperating with the Oran forces and turned the Twelfin Alr Force
proper (fighter, bomoer, anud service commands) to that assigsmment. At
any rate, in September the XII Air Support Command was organized to
take over the other function of aldirng the Western Task Force in 1ts
descent upon Casablanca.

XII Air Support Command, under Brig. Gen. John K, Cannon, approxi-
ustely doubled the Americen ailr contingent for TORCH; it comprised a
borb wing (5th) and a fighter wing (7th), and in all respects was a
conplete air forece. In fact, some of the plans gave 1t more alrcraft
then Twelfth Alr Force proper. lloreover, even after Headquuriers,
Twelfth Alr Torce was established in Afriea, the plan contemplated
that XKLL ASC was still o operate uvnder the Western Task Force commander,
Indeed, General Doolittle dld not assume command of this ad boc air

tagk force vntil two weeks after TORCH landed in Africa.

wmmmtnmirm.... . GO IDELTIL
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Chepter II
THE RAVE FOR TUNIS

Erelndse to Tundsds
In the late evening of 23 October 192 Gen. Sir Harold Alexander's
artillery opened on the German and Italian lines at El Alemein and by
3 Fovember the foruer occupsnts were in full, if not disorganized, re-
treat from Dgypi. The eastern clew of a great pincers had struck the
Axls establishment in Africa. Back in Fngland, the church bells, pre-
viously limited to providing warning of a German invasion, rang ous
the desert victory., TFive days later, on 8 November, the heartened
Allled public was treaied to coordinated strategy on the grand scsle:
Allied task forces went ashore on the besches flazking Oran, Alglers,
and Casablanca 1n French North Africe. The western claw had shown
i1tself,
At the outset, the great amphiblous venture enjoyed more good
fortune 'th:m an ordinary milliary operatlon has any right to expect.
The secret of TORCH had been so well kepbihat the Axis had only a vague
uneaginess in regard Yo North Africa, an uneasiness which expended
itself on the neighborhood of Dakar. The armesdas converging on
. Givraliar and Cssablanca were a U-boat commander's dream, but the
bulk of the German Atlantic pack took off after a small England-bouné

1

convoy out of Sierra Leone and left the gea pnths clear.” And although

surf on the Moroccen coast has 'haen known to break in 30-foot waves,

- t
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particularly in autumnal storme, General Patton's men landed on a
day reportedly the calmest in 68 years.

In 1%s asssult phase, the TORCH operation had not allowed great
opportunity for the employment of land-based sviation. Nevertteless,
the Twelfth Alr Yorce had brought Spitfires of the 3lst Fighter Growp
into Oran's Tafarasouwl alrdrome by the afterncon of D-day. Tlown in
from Gibraltar, these fighters added materizlly to the disecomfiture
of the French defenders., Over on the West Coast, a gimllar role had
baen projected for the 33d Fighter Group, carrier-borne on the U.S.S.
Shepaugo, but the French put up their most determined local resistance
at the approaches to the Port Lyaubtey alrdrome and the P-40's did not
Ily off until the ground arm, aided by the U, S. Javy and 1ts alr~
eraft, had just about convinced the Fremch that their case was hopelesgs.
In addlition, the 60tk Troop Carrier Group had flown a Deday paratrocp
rmission against the La Senis and Tafaraoui alrfields at Orap-—= mission
which, for & variety of reasons ended unhapplly in a dry lske bed.z

By 11 November, with the armistice at Casablanca, Fremch resistance
in Algeria and Yorecco had come %o an end. Troope of the Center and
Western forces, scattered from Arzeu to Mazagan, began pushing out for
a Junction in French liorocco. Vhen they made contact on the 24th at
Teza, a preliminery plan had slready been agreed upon for concerted
action by French and Americans in the event of an attack from Spanish
Morocco.s Hore urgent events were underway in the east, whers the
British First Arnmy, abetted by Americen troops from both the Qran and

Alglere forces, was racing to e;}ect the Germans anri Italigns from Tuniaiz,

{h‘;l Ci ”"i
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. For a time after the armlstlce, the Twelfth Alr Force chiefly

occupied iteelf In setting up housekeeping., Its supplies poured ashore,
at Arzeu, llers-el-Kebir, Safi, Fedala, and Port ILyauntey and, after
their harbors were cleared, at Oran and Qaseblanca. Truck service,
utilizing many rejuvenated French vehicles, hauled equipment from the
docks to the newly captured airdromes. Ground echelons tramped through
the strange countryside to their stations, and soon a vigorous trade
with the natives in which GI shirts and mattress covers, eggs, tanger-
ines, and chickens become stapla.é

Agcording to plan, XII Fighter Command, XII Bomber Command, Slst

Troop Carrler Wing, snd Headguarters, Twelfth Air Force established

themselves at Oran, Alrfields were fairly numerous in the vicinity,
vut most of them paricok mors of the nature of landing grounds and only
one, Tafaraoul, possessed a paved runwey, a detall soon %0 sssume con-
slderable importance. As Alr Corps troops by the thousands converged
on the major bases of ILa Senia and Tafaraoul, a congestion of no mean
proportions arose, Genersl Cannon, in Moroceco, had a little more
latitvde--not so many mern ard more flelds: Port Iyeutey, Cazes (at
Cassblanca), Mediomna, Rabat, Babat Sale, Heknes, and I-larrakech.s

The build-up of the Twelfth proceeded rapidly. Besides the 33
Fighter Group, by the 19th of November XIi Air Support Command had
recelved 35 replacement P-~40's catapulited from the British auxilliary
carrier Archer, a hsli-dozen B-Z5's of the 310th Group, and a number
. of C-47'g of the 62d Troop Carrier Grow. By the pame date, the USAAT

in Algeria bossted the 1lst, léth,,?g.i;&}’ﬁad. Fighter Grovps, the 15th
T - COFTIDENTIAL
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1ight Bombardment Squadron (DB-7's), the 60th and 64th Troop Carrier
. Groupe, and two B-17 squadrons of the 97th Group. The bulld.up was

the more impressive 1n view of the congestlon at the Gibraltar alr-

drome, through which many of these alrcraft had to be routed. Of all

these, the 5lst Troop Carrier Ving's 0-47's, under Col. Paul L.

6
¥illilams, took on the most immedlate tactical importance.

The Contribution of the C-47's
Speed was the essence of the plan to selze Tunlela, for a bare
hundred miles from the big prizes of Blzerte and Tunis lay Sielly,
the great Axis basa. On 2 November, the day afier the Allled landings
in the west, three-noiored Ju-52 transports had landed at Tunis'
Xl Aouina airdrome, without opposition from the French, On that
saune day, Gen. K.A.N, Anderson arrived in Alglere to take command of
the eastward push, hls principal instruments belng the British First
Arny and the RAF's Rastern Alr Commend. Preparations ageinet Tunlgla
got underway while fighting still rapged ot Oran and Casablanca.
General Anderson found himself 400 milea from Tunis, He had,
perhaps, a month of good weatner to maikte contact with and smash the
Axle bulld-up before the heavy winbter reilns of the Tunlsian north
coast would get in, The intervening country was broken by mountesine
and was poor in highways and railrosfie. A slngle narrow-gsuge rail-
» road ran from Casablanca on to Tunle; its condition may be Judged
. from the faet that shortly afier the Allled occupation the fast

pasegenger train from Qran to Alglers, 200 mlles away, negotlated the
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éistance in 38 hours. In such elrcumstances, an orthodox land advance
was out of the question. The plang celled for the rapld seizure of
successive ports, troops to be rushed forward by landing craft, motor
tranzport, and troop~carrler aireraft. To cover the advance the
coastal airdroues had to be secured for the use of RTastern Alr
Commandts %:Ltf:lres.‘?

A% the outset, a spell of rough sea cost the Allles two precious
days. A% dawn on 11 November the Britlsh 36th Brigade Group went
ashore unopposed at the port of bougie, 100 miles east of Alglers,
out an attempted landing at Djidjeili, avout 40 miles further down
the coast, wae frustrated by a heavy swell. Before the airdrome at
Djidjelll could be secured Bomb Alley Decame a reality: the GAF sank
three U, S, combat loaders in Bougle harbor and damaged the British
carrier Argus, whoee aireraft, abetted by fighters at extreme range
from llalson Blanche at Alglers, were covering the operation. The
next Allied objectives were Fhilippeville and Bone., Against the latter,
a major port 150 miles east of Bougle, American troap carrier aireraft
were employ’ed.s

The design for ueing paratroops to seize the airflelds on the
way to the Tunis tip went back at least as far as laj. Gen. llark
Clark’s famous submarine trip in late Octover, at which time he con-
ferred near Alglers with Gen. Charles Mast ond other Frenchmen
sympathitic to the Allles, At this meeting assurances vere given

that transport alreraft eould land unopposed at the Oran airdromes

—.-—"""-_“
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and at those in the vlicinity of Bone. Allied Force Headguerters at
. once made plans to the effeet that tne 60th Troop Carrier Growp would
come in at Iia Senia from England withousd Jumpling 1is passengers and
ve ready immediztely for a movement to Bome and a subsequent parachute
descent in Tunisia, Unfortunately, the tramsports, proceeding on thisg
plan, found tha French at lia Senia not at all friendly: AA opened
on the 0-47's, Dewoitine flghters shot geveral down, and many of the
alrcraft were demaged In landing on the dry bed of the Sebicrs a'Oren.
They could not ce made ready in time for .‘none.g
On the afternoon of Deday, General Elsenhower's CP at Gibraltar
requested that 39 froop carriers of the 64th Group be sent with Britigh
paratroops to Alglers from the Unlted Zingdom, The planes staged
through S%. Eval from Eurn on the 9th and at 2300 departed with the
34 Paratroop Battallon for Gibraliar. Thirty-four of then made Algerg
early on the morning of the 11th, to be greotod by antlaireraft flre
which wounded two men, Next morming 26 G-47's ook off and with
escorting fighters flew along the Mediterranean to the Duzerville air-
drome, six miles southeast of Bone, where two companles of the 3d
Battallon were successfully dropped. All of the transports were back
on Maison Blanehe by noon. 19
At Hone itself, two destroyers had landed British commandos =t
dawn, These caue in unopposed, but on the night of the 12th. Axisg
planes bombed the alrfield so heavily as to threaten bo make 1% wntenable.

. The situation was relleved vhen the 64th's (-47'g, with P-38 escort,
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made two fllghte info Duzerville, ferrylng antisircraft guns and
aviatlon gasoline. Such uses of alr transport were of tremendous
value ae the slim Allled forces stabbed tovards Tunis,lt

Meanvhile, the Allied commanders were laboring to zalvanlze the
hesitant Tunlslan French into action. Adniral Darlan and General Girsud
issued orders for resistance to the Germans, and ¥iex Giraud, with
General Juin, prepared to make 2 reconnazissance of the Tunislan bordex.
By 13 Hovember, Blade Force, the British armored unit destined to be
the core of the eastward dash, had come by sea into Bone and an
American tank-destroyer bdatinlion had been ordered in from Oran %o
bolster the ili-oquipped French, On the 15th, elements of the British
36th Brigede occupled Tabarks on the coast, only 60 mlles from Tunis,
and Amerlcan paratroops were dropping far :‘.n}.amfi..:"3

After its D-duy advenbures at Oran, the Paratroop Task Force
(60tk Troop Carrier Grouwp and 24 Battalion, 5034 Parachute Infantry)
took some time to reasserble and refit. On the 10th, operational con-
trol of the peratroops was transferred to the British First Army
commander and the unit was ordered to Algiers. By the 12th, 25 C-47's
of the 60th and 300 of the paratroopers were at Malson Blanche, ready
for action, and two days later, Col., Hdson D, Raff and lfaj. Martin E.
Wanamolker, commanding the transporie, were called to Allled head-
quarters and asslgned a misslon for the following d.ay.]'3

The objective was out near Tunisia, Youks-les-Bains alrfield.

It lay 10 miles east of the important town of Tebessa, a road hub

“THIS PAGE Declassified |AV\i EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
—

OF DAL

AAFRH-14 . - 14

. and %terminus of railroads leading from Tunis, Souk Ahras, and
Constantine, [The alrfield iteelf was about 100 miles south of Bone
and 150 southwest of Tunls, Intelligence aboubt the area was meager
and uncertaln, especlally as %o the reaction of the local French forces
to parachute troops, and German and Itallan patrols reportedly in the
vicinity might even be in possession of the field., Desplie these
variables, Colonel Raff and Major Wsnamaker hurriedly made plans.

At 0730 on 15 November, 20 C-47Ts of the 60th, loaded with 350
paratroopers and thelr supplies, left aison Blanche, Six British
Spitfires escorted the flight along the coast to DJjidjelli, where six
Hurriecanes were picked up. Thence the route lay gouth and east. Dirty
weather forced both transports and escort onto instruments, but the
formation was successfully led to the drop zone and at 0945 the para-
troops were dropped en masse from 400 feet or less. The landing pattern
was perfect, Colonel Raff allowing himself to be quoted to the effect
that 1% vas the most successful jump he had ever made, Two enemy planes
had been sighted near the drop zone, but they did not attack., The
return trip, over the came route, passed uneventfully except that one
0-47 developed engine trouble and landed safely at Djldjelli, The rest
of the formation made Alglers by 1215, 14

The same day's weather had got the better of the 64th Troop Carrier
Growp, which attempted unsuccessfully to jump Britigh paratroope at
Soukk el Arba alrdrome, in the valley of the ledjerda about 90 miles

. from Tunls. On the 16th, however,the mission was successfully
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accorplisghed, Thirty-two C.i7'e took off from laison Blanche at 0700,
. accompanied by 18 fighters. As the formatlon passed Bone, enemy planes

could be peen bombing and strafing ite alrfield, but approximately 500

paratroopers were dropped on the Souk el Arba drome and all the 0-47'g

returned to bage. 15

dbo Iwelfth Movee Eastward
In an effort to galn and defend a Tunisian bridgehead, the Axis

was pourlng 1n men and wespons from Sieily. On 17 November the hostile
establishment at Tunis was sstimated at up to a thousand men, with
4,000 more over =t Blzerte, wnere the Ju-52's averaged more than 5O
landings a day at Sidi Ahmed, This force mustered some medium tanks,
and ite Germen and Italian infantry was strong in entiaircraft and anti-
tank guns., IJased on the airdromes at Tunis and Blzerte were sbout 150
fighters and dive bombers, including some Italian pursulis, whilch had
not yet heavily attacked the spproaching Allies, The destructive

ralds against Bone and Bougle had been mainly undertaken by long-range
Gernan bombers from Siclly and Sardinia,

After prolonged Indecislon, the French garrisons in Tunisiz came
over to the Allies, General Barre having dbroken off the negotistions
with Von Arnim which had gone on ever since the Germans set foot in
the country. It wae agreed that the French troops under Generals
3arre, Juln, and Keeltz would observe and harass by guerrills tecties,
the German advance from the bridgehead. Their equipment and morale

. rendered a more positive role impractica.ble. (n 16 Fovember, the French

R i B i B!
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drove off German patrols at Cued Zarga and llateur on the maln roads
leading out of Tunls and Bizerte, 3By the 17th, however, the Germans
had occupled Mateur and had made contact with the British at Djevel
Abiod on the coast road and the French at lledjez-el-3ab. In the south,
Colonel Raff's paratroopers established friendly relations with the
local French, occupled Gafsa alrfield, BO miles southeast of Tebessa,
and began to clash with Italian patrols moving iniand from Sfax asnd
@Gabes. The olements of a definite front were prasent.ls

Desplte the weaknesnses of the French, General Fisenhower hoped
that they could be used, in effect, to bluff the Germang, He cabled
General Clark on 17 November urging thot General Glraud order the
French to advance everywhere, make a great show of activity, spread
runors gbout oncoming and formlidable forces of British and Americaus,
ani generally induce the enemy to tle himself down to local defense of
Tunis and Bizerte. The Germans, however, seized the initiative. After
two ultimatums, Von Arnim to Barre, the French at Medjez-ol.Bab wore
attaciked on the 18th and 19th with infantry, tanks, artillery, and
dive bombers. Yo alr suoport could ve glven them; they suffered 325
per cent casualtles and retired to Oued Zarga. A German attack against
the British at Djebel Abiod, however, was held, >’

Except for the not inconsiderable contrioutions of its troop-
carrier alreraft, the entry of the Twelfth Air Force into this strugsle
was spontaneous rather than planned, in the sense that on paper the

suwport of the Britlsh First Army devolved primarily upon the Fastern

T
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. Adr Commend, However, by 19 Fovemoor Doolittle (to become a major
general on the next day) was at Alglers consuliing with the British
concerning the eastward extension of his forces, and by 28 November
Headquarters, Twelfth Alr Force was no longer at Tafaraoui bub wae

- lipgted as at Standard 011 Building, Bouvievard Vietor Huge, Algiers.le

In order %o fulfill the twin commitments of guardlng zgainst an
Axls move from Spalin or 1ts Horoccan eolony and of glving all possible
ald to the British ln Tumlsia, General Doollttle scon came to the con-
elusion that it was necessary to revamp hig air force, XII Air Support
Corimand, with its sunordinate fighter and bomber wings had followed
the Western Task Force into French Morocco. XIL Fighter Command, XII
Bonber Command, and 5lgt Troop Carrler Wing hod been initially es-
tablished at Oran. By 19 November, however, tne commander was turnlng
over in his mind an orgenlzation plan more sulted to the demands likely
to be made uwpon him,

He visualized composite organizations, amalli alr forces, each with
its requirements of pursuit and bombardment. XII Alr Support Command
wouid temporarily remeln at Casablanca znd later move %o Oran, to the
anticipated headquarters of the American Fifth Army., Meanvwhile XIL
Fignter Command would furnction at Oran and XIl Bomber Command in the
battle area east of Alglers. General Doollttle was preparing for a
conference with the RAT asg a result of whlch he hoped to have an
easterly sector assigned o Amerlcem unlts, Although the above plan

. was never promulgated precieely as outlined, 1t contalned the germs

'.Ii‘.‘f' [ FORTAATION
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. of future Twelfth Air Force organlzation,

Actuzslly, the tactical situntion seems to have governed organization
in the early days. The 3lst and 524 Fighter Groups, first into Africa,
were inltially left at Oran and desipgnated as reserves for the Eastern
A1r Comuand, loglcally enough, since the Spitfires could be easily
meintained by the RAF. As additional American units came in, iney
were gemerally moved via Alglers to Joln in the fray.lg

First unit to draw blood in Africa was the 97th Heavy Bombardment
Group, which already had a famous first to its credit--the rald of
17 August 1942 on Fouen walch inaugurated VIil Bomber Command's opera-

tions agalnst Europe, In the avsence of medium bombardment, which was

delayed by adverse condltions ineluding the rovgn weather over the
Torth Atlantic route, the 97th had been ordered down to Africn mch
earller than the TOECH schedules contemplated. On 10 lovember, the
flight echelon of its 340th Squadron left Polebrook. England, for
Gibraltar, remained there for two days, and on the 135th came inbo
: llalgon Blanche. By the 15th, the men were "promoting® trangportation
and pouring gascline from five-gallon flimsies in preparation for their
first raid.

On the 16th six 3-17's took off, unescorted, for Bizerte. From
: 6,500 feet, they dropped British bombs on the $idl Ahmed glrdrone,
| destroying several aireraft on the ground. They also knocked down

one of the Me-109's which rose to intercept. All six returned, and

. their flak holes were repaired on the folloming day with tin cens and

\
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. adheeive tape. By the 18th, P-Z8'g became availsble for escort when

the two equadrons of the 14th Fighter Growp came Into Malison Blanche
from Tafaraoul, after flying nonstop from Englend. The Luftwaffe
grected the new arrivals with a raid on the airfleld during which seven
P28's were demaged. On the 19th, the 97th went oub agaln, accompanied
by the Iightnings, it E1 Aouina alrdrome at Tuniz the bombers burned
eight planes on the ground and, sccording to General Doolittle, probebiy
demeged 30 more, MNe-109fs came up but did not attaci:, although one
exchanged shots with a P-38. That evenlng the enemy again pounded
alglers.

On the evenlng of the 20th the eneny outdid himgelf., A force
reported as from 30 to 60 Ju-87's and Ju-88's, probably from Sardinia,
carried out the rald, hitting at both the horbor snd Malson Blanche.

On the alriield, the enemy seattersd thousende of sharp, pyramid-chaped
splkes, which subsecuently wrecked seversl Allled fighters by blowing
their tires, and booby traps in the form of fountaln pens, wallets and
watches. On the ground hle score was impressive: an entire FAF photo

- recommalssance (FR) unit, four Spits, three Beaufighters, two P-38's
and a B-17. To interceptlon could be made as no Allied fightere
possessed aeriel lnterception egulpment, These ralds worrled Genersl

Elserhower, who feared a concentrated CGermzn effort on Alglers. Targete

~ abounded: laison Blanche and Blida, packed with British and Ameriean

! . aircraft; the crowded kharbor; the vital railways, doclks, and meager
i

slgnal communications; and the civilian populatiorn, generally syspathetic

he . - I o "
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to the Allies dub ineclined %o feel that the Allies had brought the war
. to their doorstepe. ZReguests for ald immedlately went forvardw~ic
London for nignt fighters and {o the CCS for radar and balloon un:!.t:z.31
In the battle for Tunisie the Germsns and Itallans had the initlel
alvantage of alr power based on permanent bases in Sardinla snd Sieily
and on the all-weather flelde at Il Aoulna and Sidi Ahmed on the
Africen meinland. The Allles, on the other Imnd, were forced to use
every landing stirlp between Oran and the front lines, Inevitably, alr-
eraft accumlated at the mejor bases. On 18 Fovember Gencral Spaatz
arrived at lMaison Blenche eand departed with the irpression tkat this
base abt Algiers lacked organization snd was too far forward and too
exposed for heavy bombers, On hls return to Gibraltar on the 19th he

22
went over the situation with Genersl Eigsnhower,

On that day the command post at Gibraltar dispatched a czble to

Alr Marshal Welsh and General Clark, suggesting a plsn for the employ-

ment of American alr units and probably reflectinrg General Spaatz's

sentiments, The B-17's were to be removed to Tafaraoul where mainte-

nance would be easler then at Alglers; they could plek up P-38 escort

at Malson Blanche, or at a more forward airdrome, and thelr range would
| still permit raids on Tunis and Bizerte. Apparently, the sugzestion
was not immediately followed. General Clark wired back on the et
that he agreed with Air Harshal Welsh, General Doollttle, and Brig.
Gen. Howerd Oraig (AFHQ's deputy assistant chief of staff for aiy)

. that the B-17'c ecould operate better from Alglers than Taferaoul.

“’f i T' F ii[

ey COFIDE TIAL

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

AATRH-14 “"T*«T"“'"':;-l‘“‘#—*‘“‘"‘ T 21
P | ﬁ__,.,’_ﬂ,zﬁk_,, AL

"o

Plans were actually underway to gerd the rest of the 97th to laleon
Blanche, vhere the ground echelons of the 819th Mediuvm Bombardment
Group were doubling in 3-17 maintensnce. As General Clark wrote the
wvire, however, he mentioned thet another rald on Alelers was in
progress.%

This rald of the night of the 21st destroyed ancther of the 97th's
B~17'g, The group had been over El Aoulnz during the day and a1l of
its flight echelons had finally arrived at !laison Blanche., ZIvidently a
hasty declsion to move them out of Alglers was made, for on the 224 the
heavies went back to Oran. Thencefort:, until mid-December, they
operated mostly from Tafaraoul, where as the famous rhyme had it the
nud was "deep and gooey. n2d

In his letter of 19 November, Gereral Doolittle had mentioned
that he had scheduled for that day s meeting with the PAF, as a result
of which he hoped %o have a forvard sector assigned to the Twelfth
Alr Force. Uhether or not the meeting tock place on the 19th, it
was Alr Marchal Weleh who chose the Tebessa reglon as a forward base
area for the Twelfth; and the units that went down as & result of his
decision wore the forerumners of the formidable XII Alr Support Command
of later months., On 22 llovember, the 14th Fighter Group moved to Youks-
les~Bains, the airdrome selzed a weelr before by Colonel Raffls para-
troopers; its two squadrons proceeded to fly two strafing missions to
the east the same day. The workhorse C-47's had paved the way by

flying:in necessary supplles and equipment, and for a long time the

O T AL
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' unlits at Youks were to be largely depenfent on sirx transgort.gs
Shortly after the P-38's had begun operations fronm Youks, the
15tk Iight Bomberdment Squadron (IB-7's) was sent down from Alglers,
coming under the jurlsdiction of ZII Fighter Command and Col. Thayer S,
Clds, OO0 of the 14th Growp. The L5th hed had an interesting backerouvnd
in the European theater. First AAF combat unit to arrive in Ingland,
1t had been intended as a night flghter squedron using British equip-
ment but was reconveried to lignt bombardment, Some of its versonnel
had participated In the rald of 4 July 1242 azalnst alrdromes in
£ollend, the first in ETO in vhich Amerlcan flyers participated. After

a perlod of cperstions under VIIL Bomber Command, the wnit was glven

over to the Iwelfth. On 15 Hovember, it left Ingland for Oran, barely
eaczped disaster in a front off the Spanigh coast, and came in safely
after almost nine hours of flying., Vhen the unlt departed limleon
Blanche for Youlks, each IB-7 carried two SCU-1b, bombs for immediste
operatlons, 26
11th the 14th Group out in the Tebessa mountains, the mission of

escorting B-17's foll to the P-38's of tue lst Figuter Group. The 1st
had made the long overwater flight from England with the loss of only
one pllot~-another was lnterned at Llsbon--snd ite complete flisht

‘ echelon had reached Tafaraoul by 16 wovember. On 21 Novenmber, the

Growy was at Houvion, 40 miles east of Oran,

. ‘ ahe Irive fox Tunls
While the Twelfth Alr Force was moving into the battle, the Allied

ground forces were conoentmting in the forwa.rd area, thelr headquarters

Al ”
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atterpting to bring order out of a considerable intermixture of French
and British units. By 23 Hovember an arrangement had been reached dy
which 211 troops north of the line Le EKef-Zaghousn were to be wnder
Britich command, those to the south under French, the latter witn the
funetion of protecting the right of Genersl Anderson'‘s advance, The
push opened on the 24th, with the line of Tebowrba-lateur as the first
objectivew-the vlitimate plan being to drive a wedge between Tunis and
Bl zerte, capture the former, and hem the Germans in on the northeranosgt
tip of Tunipia. Almost 21l Twelfth Alr Force activity was in supports
of this operatiorn, the British assigning the targets.ae

"Progress wae abt first steady. On the morning of the 26th, the
British 78th Division flanked and captured Medjez-el-Bab while Blade

Force advenced to a point mldway beiween Hateur and Tebourba., On the

night of the 26th Tebourba itself was taken, and counteratiscks employ-
ing terks and dive bombers were successfully beaten off. Djedeida, from
which the ridge of the Xasba at Tunis could be seen only 16 miles away,
wag reached by the 28th. On 1%s landing grownd occcurred an mmugual en-
counter. An American tanlk rumbling down the sglopes back of the town
noticed Ju-87's, the dive bombers whose attacks were becoming increas-
ingly troublescme, dissppearing behind = nill, %The tani commander upon
lavestigation found himself on a lightly defended, Stuka-packed alrdrome,
With rellieh succeeding tanlkts went on to the atiack, degtroyed gms and
amnvnition dumps, ran down pllots undsr treads, and wrecked 33 Ju-87'g,2?
. By 22 Yovenber the Eastern Atr Command had moved a Spilifire

squadron into Souk el Arba, avout 70 miles from the front, which was

[‘:\'I'_‘ \ ) ¥
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to be the RAF's most forward base during the crucial period which
followed, Nlgut operations ageinst the bridgehead were Degun by a
squadren of British Bisleys (Blenheim V's)., To counter the enemy's
deternined attacks agalnst the important supply port of Bone the 28
Squadron of the U, 8, 52d Fighter Croup was sent to relnforce the RAF
at the covering aivdrome. The 2d remained at Bone until 4 Januvery
1543, patrolling over the harbor, participating in sweeps into Tonieia,
and escortlng Hurribombers. At times, this unlt was altogether out

of touch with the Twelfth Air Force, a not unusval occurrence in the
nectic early days when everything was subordinated t¢ the task of smagh-
ing the Axls lodgment,>0

Zarly Allled bombing, whether by Bisleys, B-17's, or IB-7's, was
directed against the principal Tunieien alréromes in hope of erippling
the enemy's alr power-~witness the first three misslons flown by the
97th. After the B-17's had been ostablished ab Tafarsoul, the 97th
was ordered to attack the Flmas airdrome in southern Sardinis, Just
outslde the city of Caglieri, from which the enemy was mounting attacks
on the Algerian ports and the Allied convoys, which latter by 16
Hoverber were als¢ running a gantlet of nearly 30 submarines opersting
in the Weptern Mediterrenean and i1ts Atlantic approaches. TFourteen
B-17's took off on 23 November at 0640 led by Gol. Joseph H, Atkinson,
CO of the 97th. One turned back with oxygen failure in the ball turret,
out the others met 27 P-38's of the lst Fighter Group over Hostaganem

. and proceeded towards the target. Two bundred and fifty miles from

a1 T
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. Zlmeg the formation turned bacik in the face of a violent subtropicsal
31
iront,

On the 24th Bizerte harbor was the target, and the B-17's got to
within 100 miles before had weather again forced them back, The
weathernen were having serious trouble with thelr forecasts because
of the mass of enemy territory to the north, Abortives from erronecus
weather reports were later lessened by the practice of sending P38ty
on early-morning wea.tk;er reconnalssance over the general target arsa.
On the 23th th> bombers provoked a minor alr battle over Bizerte.

Thir{y-seven B-17's of the 97th and the newly arrived 30Lst went out

after the alrport and docks, thelr usual P-3% escorts belng mudded in

at Houvion. Hits were scored on bath targets, heavy flak was encoun—

tored, and 10 enemy alrcraft were claimed as destroyed. Two B-17's

were shot down by the enemy fighters, a mixture of Me-109's ond TW-190!g. 5%
Fron Tafaraoul the B-17's were operating at close to maximum range,

The distance to Bizerte wae almost 600 miles., OFf course, if the bombers

ran shorty of gas on the return trip, they could land at Maison Blamche

or other friendly airdromes east of Oran. Iscort was pleked w ab

Haison Blanche, where one squadron of the lst Fighter Growp was availa-

ble by 27 Novewber. Two days earlier the 1st had sent another of ifs

squadrons, the 94th, down to reinforce the 14th Group at Youks-les~

i Bains.

In the first week of December, the Twelfth Alr Force was able to

. move four squadrons of its B-171s forward to the Alglers area, where

- - - P N
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. the range was more coufortable, On the Sth the rear schelon of XII
Bomber Command was ordered to send, with minimum personnel, 18 B-17's
of the 97th to Blida, about 30 nmiles soubthezst of Alglers, and a like
nunber of the 30lst to Halson Blanche., The next forward moveuent

walted upon the availability of the new desert atrdrome at Biskra. %

Heanwhile, the remote units at Youks were fightlng their own air
war. On its first day of operatlons the 14th Fighter Group shot down

a Ju~-38 and an Italian Domber. According to an unconfirmed report 1t

had a fleld day out near Gabes on the 24th, destroylng two Ju-88's

and seven Italisn trangports in the alr and five unidentified trans-
ports mnd a single-engine fighter on the ground--ull at the cost of &
damaged plane and an injured pilet. The performance of the P-38F against
the Ju-88 proved to be consistently good. Particularly impressed by it
was a former inteliigence offlicer of the U. §. 3lst Group who had been
familler with the Spitfire V's efforts at intercepiing the orsck :
ferman b?m'oer over England, The Splt had the advantage of good radar
and plenty of time to intercept, yet it not only experlenced daifficuliy
in catching the Ju-88 bul was often shot down Dy the latter's counter-
fire. Over Youks and Tevessa, on the other hand, the P-38's, with
normally only visual waraning, repeatedly overtook and dastroyed the
oombers on thelr way bacir to the coast. It was true, however, that the
Ju~-88ts in Afrlca carried less firepower.s‘g’

A% this time, the Allles were reprssented in s>uthern Tunisia by

. slx French battallone and Jolonel Raff's paratroop battalion, reinforced.
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These unlts patrolled over a wide area east of Tebessa, protecting the
extreme right flank of the First Army in the north, The American air
wits at Youwlss, however, found their primary itargets in the area
affected by the naln push--the drive towards Tunls and Blzerte, al-
though at times conflicts develoned between the reguirements of the
two sectors. 3By 27 lovember, however, the Youks aircraft were made
available to the British 78th Division, operating forward of lledjez-
el-Ba’b.35

On 28 November the Allied forces pushing at Djedeida and Mateur
seemed about to dbrealr through the crust of the German defense, desplie
demollitions, mines, booby traps, and intensive dlve borbing and lewvael
bombing by Ju-87!'s and Ju-88's. The sitrep for that date was par-
ticularly optinistle; it deseribed heavy German tank losses, Djedelda
belny clezned up, Pont du Fahs evacuated, and eneny supplies abandoned
and burned. A% this polnt, a paratroop attack was ordered for 29
Hovenber agalnst the ares southwest of Tunis.%

The object of the attack has been variously steted, but the prin-
clpal objectlve was evidently the airdrome at Oudna, 10 miles from Tunig.
After capturing the field and destroying stoves and aircralt therse,
the paratroopers were to threaten the southern approaches to Tunls by
infiltrating between enemy sbrong-points. Eventually, the foree would
link up with the advaneing Allled army,o"

The drop vas made at Depienne, 10 miles north of Pont dw Fahs.

Forty-four transports, 26 of the 624 Troop Carrier Group and 18 of the

/
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64th, carrying B30 men of the second battalion of th. Brivish parschute
brigade, partieipeied in Che nmission under the personel comrend of
Colonel Lillisms. By 1230 on the 25th the last C-47 had tekeon off o
join the formebtion over ''alson Bleachte. ZEscort initislly comsisted of
4 Iurricenes znd & P-38's3 &t Le Xef 14 Spitfires weore added. Despite
g stiff teil wind and e ragpred formetion, the btroop carriers arrived
at the chosen point and dropped their pesscngers bebween 133C end 1400
hours. 1o sir opposition developed smd the C~47's all cane safely back
o base.sa

Tebse the parebroopse Pive deys later the renmainder got back to
the Allied lines-~~lires thev ned nob advénced es plermed. Cudne eir-
drome hed been heevily defended, andé terks end armored cers hed put in

en appeersnce; three hurdred desd cnd wounded would not returr. This

ended the lest mejor paratroop operscion in the Forth African cempaignnsg

Stalennte

The sdverce on Tunis wes in fect sbelled. Djedeids, it turmed
out, hed not been commletely cocupied rnd the British 36th Erigade was
8till involwved northwest of mbteur. LThe largest factor in the check
was Gerumsn front-line elr superiority which memifested ibself in inben-
sive boubing of the Allied Lroops. 1loresover, it is probesble Lhet Axis
troops vere by now et least s numerous as the sciuby conbingents the
Allies hed thro.m forwerd. The long and vulnerable Allicd lipe of

camuniceation, over which French treoops end stores were slsc moving,

wes belins its toll,

W i \“xﬁOi
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The GAF and 1ts satellite IAF vere excellently disposed to support
the Axis defense. In Tunisia, they enjoyed the use of the concrete
runwaye of Sidl Ahmed and 1 Aouina and of cossgial. airdromes to the
south, at Sfax, Sousse, and Gabes. Moreover, thelr ground ari held
the Tunision plaine of which large areas were usable, almost without
preparation, s landing grounds. The numerous Siecillan alrdromes lay
only & half-hour awsy.

From Sielly and Sardinia the Iuftwaffe aperated agalnast the Allied
LOC at Bone, Bougle, and Alglers., Its fleets of air trangporte shuttled
between Siecilly and Bizerte with men and supplies, and AA and radar soon
gppeared In the Tunis-Bilzerte area to zid the F-190's and Jle~109'sg in
defense of the ports. Of most immediate tactical importance, however,
was the role of the obsolescent but numerous Ju-87, the Stuks. Abetted
by Me-109's, operating as fighier-bombers, and by the Ju-88's, this
traditional Iuftwaffe weapon claimed much of the credlt for stopping
the Allled advance. The Germang were able to base the Stuka at F1
Aoulna, barely a score of miles from the front at Djedelda, and, since
the plane was light, at landing grounds and in open fields Juet verond
the range of Allied artillery. Army calls for support, made by volce
radio in the clear, could be answered within five to 10 minutes.

The Zestern Alr Command and the Twelfth could have emphasized
the Ju-87's obsolescence, as the Allied alr units in the lHddle Sast
had done, had they been zble to get at 1t. Unfortunately, their ground

arm had selzed for the most part no more than the Tunisian hill country

- s, LO0TIDGTIAL
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. in vhich alrdromes were scarce. In late November, just three forward

{lelds were avallable: Bone, 120 mlles frowm the lines, Youks, about 150
niles away, and the landing groumd at Souz el Arbz, 70 miles back.
The Splifires from Souk el Arba and Bone, with their inferior
range, could remain over the battle area for onmly five to 10 minutes.
On thelr appearance, the Germzn alr pulled out over the Gulf of Tunls
or landed 1ts Ju-87's at forward landing grounds and parked them under
trees. Vhen the sweep had disappeared over the western hills the bombers
resuzed thelr work, The P-38's from Youks fournd the range more con-
venlent, but there were not enough of them for the job. Over the Allied
fighters, wihich had to escort paratroops and bombers and cover the
salpping to Bone, the Mewl09's and ¥W-190's consistently enjoyed numeri-
cal guperiority. On sweeps over the battle area, the Spits and P.38's
frequently were hard pub to defend themselves, let alone scatier the
, eneny bom'bers.éo
The last weelk 1ln November saw Generals Eisemhower and Clark at the

front, and on the 29th the Commander in Chief radioed back ordering an
alr attac: on the North Quay at Bizerte. On that day, Tafaracui mud
had glready canceled one expedition to Blzerte, but on the 30th the
Torth Quay was vislted with results deseribed as fair, OF 24 B-17's
out of Tafaraoul, only nine managed to bomd through a break in the

. clouds. Ilieanwiile, in an atteupt to restrict hostile air activity,

Alr iarshal Velsh had deternined upon a further serles of attecks on

eneny alrfields., On the let of Decexber, the 97%h Group proceeded to

DL v/ AT
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. lmplement this polley by effectively bombling Zi Aouina. Thirteen
‘ Fortresses, escorted by 24 P-38's, dropped 65 x 100-1b. and 65 x 300-
1b. oombs with bursts visible on the hangar line and the built-up area
of the fleld. Flak was wealk and ineffective, only one Me-1l0Y was saen
and. chased.‘n
Two days before, on the 28tn, the mediums had made their debut
wita the bomblng of Sfax harbor by the 319th, a group which had reached
Africa only after conslderable trioulation. Fa route to England by alr
it had lost planes and crews in the North Atlantic and many of the
B-26's were wenther-marooned on Greenland and Iceland. In route %o
Africa, 111 fortune continued to pursue 1t. Cne day nine of its plames
loft England with misleading weataner data:; two blundered into France
and were shot down over Cherbourg, Col. Alvord Rutherford, group CO,
being among those lost. About 15 Mazrauders finally assembled for

eperations at lialson Elamc:m;.42

Ealrouan aircrome had been the primary target of the B-2G's on
the 28th, but no alrcraft or installations of imporiance were observed
there, so the formatlon turned south for Sfax. 011 tanks, warehouses,
docks, and rallroad yards were bombed from 1,000 feet and large fires
set, In adaiilon, seversl of the B-26's came down for strafing runs,

‘ This practice soon ceased after the Germans had time to bring in AA,
and the medluns were eventually forced to bomb such targets from
altltudes up to 12,000 feet; but on the first mission they got away

. with only one alreraft Gamnged by fla‘z:.%

s OV FIDE TIRL
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Two days later the 3lvth attacked the field at Gabes. llaj. David
Jones who had succeeded {0 command of the growp, led out nine of his
DPlanes, escorted by eignt P-3u's. ‘ith maps coverlng only part of the
Journey, he nevertheless found the target and his planes dropped 116 x
100-1b. bomos on the alrdrome, rallroad junction, and yards. A con-
centration of 1ight flak was encountered and one B-26 crash-landed 20
miles west of @Gabes. Uhen the crow was observed walking around, Xid
Yighter Command was called on for helv, Vnlle two P-38's covered the
operation, a DE~7 fron Touks landed on the bumpy growmd near the wreck.
Iidnus one menmber of its cusbtomary crew, the light bomber took two of
the gptranded men in its nose, two in the coclplt, and four aft and gob
all safely away.

The Youks alreraft were also particirating in the assanit on the
GAT's flelds, the 15th Squadron losing one out of three IB~7's in an
attacc on Gebes alrdrowe on the 29th, This alrcraft crask-landed near
Gafsa. On the sane day P-38's intercepted and shot fown two lle-110'g
north of Gabes, For the next two days the force was zctive in the
northern sector. TFourteen P-38's toock nine IM-7's up to Djedeids on
the 30th, where they dropped 36 x 500-1b, bombs and scored hits on a
bridge and railroad station. One P-Z8 did not return. The Lightninge
were carrying out their usuzl recornalrsance and strafing mlssions nenr
the coast, and on a sweep to ligteur 12 of thew encowntered 10 iie~109's,
destroying one for the loss of one P~38, On the moxning of 1 Decenber
the IB-7's bombed Il Aouina, thelr escort inocking down one of six

He~109's found patrolling over Tunis; in the afternoon Djedeiéa town

NI
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. was abtbacked. On an earlier sweep over thls area a dozen P~38's which
kad been strafing dlspersed tanizs were jumped by elght FW-190's, 'The
Lightnings, caught at low level, took evaslve action, but left ore of
their number behind.%d

The Tunis advance had passed high tide. Gereral Anderson had
blanned an offensive for 2 December to employ the newly arrived Combat
Command B of the U, S. lst Armored Division, but he was anticipated
on the day before, vhen Von Arnim counterattacked vith tanke and in-
fantry, striking in the direction of Tebourba from the north. The
much-battered Blade Force withirew towards Tebourbs and Combat Command
B replaced it, alongeide the British 1lth Brignde.

In the early hours of 2 December, a frankly worried General
Anderson radioed his appreclublon of the situation, He foresaw that
uniess he was able to take elther Tunis or Bizerte in the next few
days, a btemporary wlithdrawal was mandatory. fThree factors controlled
the situation: adminletration, the enemy's air action, and hig rate
of reinforcement. Normal administration had been intentionally afs-
regarded in tke yace for Tunls, the army apd alr forces vorking with
precarious conrunications end no reserve supplies, The general be-
lieved enemy alr action "almost entirely” responsible for the bogring
down of hig advunce and he recogrized that for "geograpbilcal® Treasons,

. his supporting alr units could not ecounter the threat. Biseleys,
Sostons (IB-7's)}, and Fortresses all had hit I Aoulna on 1 December,

put the linited scale of attack did not suffice. Since enemy alr

Sesg T NFORTTAY 10K
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tactics had rendered fighter sweeps from existing alrdromes ineffective,
General Anderson was making arrangements for an advanced landing ground
at HedJez~-el-Eab. However, if Tunbs or Blzerte did not socon fall, he
would have to withdraw so that his overvorked air could protect him,
At bottom, the lssue depended on the German build-up, which the Britigh
conrander suspected exceedeod hig own, Lut, not satisfied with his
scattered information, he asked that Brig. E. I. Hockler-Ferryman,
AFHEQ's G-2, be ment forward to estimate the Axls capabilitles for re-
inforcement, 46

Meanwhile, the Twelfth continued to hammer the alrdromes. On
2 December, the IB-7's had first craclk at El Aovina, the 94th Squadren
of the 1st Fighter CGroup, by now arrived at Youke, escorting them in.
Iline I'B-7'e bombed at 0810, and the crews reported the alrfleld in bad
skepe from the previous day's pounding. TFority minutes later a dozen
B-26's of the 319%th, escorted by half their aumber of YTightnings, took
off for the same destination. Over the target at 1059, they counted
about &0 eneny alrcraft on the field: Ju-52's, Ju-83's, !e-109's and
11e=110's. Their 215 x 100-1b, bomb load damsged 15 to 20 pleres.
HBangers and alrcrafi blazed as the B-26's turned away, to strafe fiak
and machine gun poeitions mesr Ariana on their way ome. %7

Si41 shmed and adjacent Bizerte harbor clzimed the abtentions of
the heavies, 18 of vhich from the 30lst left Tafaraoul at 0630 to 0650,
Sixteen passed over the target shortly after 1000 hours and from 20,000

feet scored on the alrdrome and its hengars and on the port's array of

N__._::""Ci:\ Gy o el
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shipping and docks, The finel attack of the day was made by B-25's
of the 310th Group on thelr first combat migsion for the Twelfth.
Like the 319th, the 310th had also experienced delays in becoming
operatlonal in Africa. TFor one thing, a good many of its planes were
used ta navigate for flghter units making the overwater run from
England. As a coneequence, the aireraft arrived singly, and were
st1ll arriving in Harch 1943. GEight planes and crews had accumulated
at Maison Blanche by 2 December; they took off at 1013, picked wp
P-38's of the 14th Group at Youlrs, and at 1300 bombed a reported heavy
flak concenfration in a wood south of Gabes. They encountered neither
flak nor enemy aircraft; in fact none of the raids of the 23 reported
interception.ég

The fighters at Touks continued to perforn sweeps in the batile
arez. Iwelve were over lateur-Djedeléa on the morning of the 2d. They
caught a routine Germsn bombing mission on i3s wey uwp to the front
lineg~~elght Ju-~-86's with an le-109 escort. TUpon attack by the P-38's,
the bormbers joettisomed their loads, but one Ju-8v fell to the Llghtnings,
which also claimed one Me-109 probably destroyed and & Ju-88 and Me-109
damaged. Another dozen P-38's were active im the afternoon, attacking
51di Tabet, 11 miles northwest of Tunis, one of many landing grounds
the Gormans were using in the ares., The P-38's came in low, strafing,
and destroyed two Stukas and one Me-109 on the ground. Farlier, four
Iightnings on reconnsiseance of Sfax and Gabes had chenced upon six

He-109's teking off from the Gabes airdrome and shot down three.2?
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she German Couniorblow

. On 3 December, the Germans attacked again. To the accompaniment
of a lavieh use of dlve bombers, the 11lth Brigade at Tebourba was be-
set by infantry and tanks, ite pocitions penetrated anéd finally cut
off, although, except for the 21 Hampshires, the brigade mansged %o
extricate itself and retlre to new positions during the night.

On the 4th, General Elsenhower reported to tne CCS that his
TYorces lmperatlvely needed a rest before resuming the mareh on munis.so
flo reserves stocd behind the front-line broops, and the alr commanders
estimated that their squadrome would face a complete breakdown if opera-—
tions continued at long as a week on the current scale--a scale still
nt;t sufticlent to support an advance. Existing alrdromes were prac-
tically bereft of all menner of supplles; maintenance troops, warning
service, and A4 had to be brought forward to them. Illore advanced fields

bad tc be occupled and similarly stocked.

In his report the Commander in Chief set a provable tarzet date
of 9 December for the resumption of the advance. In the interim,
dritlen relnforcements would have come up, some thought wonld have
veen glven to strailgniening out the congested railroads east of
Constantine, and supplies have been moved forwnrd with the help of the
Trench and thelr trucks. It was hoped that one or two forward landing
strips could be procured for the fighters.

For the Twelfth and the MAC, the breathing-spell recormended in

. Generel Iisenbower's report of the 4th would mean the curialling of
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tighter activitiens to occasional sorties ageinst enemy ailrfields,

. dombing, however, would continue unapated (with a new priority--no
longer alrfields, bub ports and L0C) to combat the Axls builld-vp. To
forward this endesvor ihe theater commander indicated that he would
aslk Alr Marshal Sir Arthur Tedder for heevy bombers from the liddle
Dast or else take an American neavy group from the Eightn Alr Force.

Success of the projected 9 December aesault depended, of course,
on the weather, as protracted raln would make forward alrflelds um-
usable, except those at Bone and Heieon Blanche, vesides facilitating
Axig reinforcement, General Hipenhower, who months before had been in
favor of sbandoning the Casablance landing to put more strength into
Algeria, was finding bis pre-invasion fears realized. Not only were
nis forceg insufflcient for the task of clearing Tunieis, but the Axis
build-up exceeded hls own. The Combined Chiefs of Staff aporoved his
plang and siressed a vigorous assault to deprive the Axie of the
Tunielan base, so that the Allied forces could be free to take increased
precautions to guard the mouth of the Hedilterranesn. el

In scecordance with the new policy of restricting the enemy build-
vp, on & December the 3-17's attacked the Bizerte docks. At 1043 hours
18 of the 97th Group with 16 P-38'g of the lest Group were over the
barget at 20,000 feet, The bombers dropped 180 x 500.1b, bombg, scor-
ing hits on two veesels in the cznal leading to the harbor, on the canal

itself, and on the docks. The heavy flak was more intense then that
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certainly had been installed in the area as the Me-109's were up and
. walting., The P-UB'a were crulsing at 25,000 when one of their number
tell behind; he was lmmedlately jJumped from above by gix Me-i09's and
shot dovm. Three of nis comrades then turned back only to be surpriced
by & eecond group of Me-109's, In tne ensulng engagement two P-381g
were shot down, two listed as missing, and three of the Messerscrmltts
destroyed.
German defenses were fast peing strengthened., Of four P-38's
strafing Gobes alrdrome on the 3d, intense light flak brought one down

and damaged another. Two sweeps over the Tunls area on the 3d both

resulted in alr baitles--in the morning o dozen P-3d's engaged 12

lle-109'¢ and 2 FW-190's, reported 1 Lightning missing as against 1

¥e-109 destroyed and 2 damnged. In the afterncon, 16 P-38's met 7

Me-109's and 1 FW-190: after a 20-minute figat one P=38 was listed asp

rlesing and another crash-landed. The rellavle DB~7's also went out—-
i to El Aouvlne--2 of them wilth 12 7-33's escorting. Cloumds at 6,000 feet
prevented observation of resulte. O%

On 4 December, ground activity at the front was restricied to
patrolling by both sldes, but the Allled forces were counting the damage
of the preceding day's battle. The troops were tired and the continual
aerial onslaught by German dive bowbers did nothing to cheer thenm,
Moreover, untl)l the bombing threat had been lessensed, the Allied air
could get no rest. In the morning the 30lst hammered the Blzerte docks
. with 150 x 500-poundars, with results described as excellent. A half-

hour later, seven B-Bﬁ'gﬁc?,ine izg on the same target, escorted by wight
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P.38's. Bombing from only 4,000 feet, they scored hits on » ship, a
worehouse, a raliro.d station, and oll tanzs. One larauder was lost

to the intense light and heavy flak. 3Ilght to 10 Messerschmitis and
Focke-wulfs attacked the escort--which sgho$ down one He-109 and damsged
anether., Only five of the elght P-38's returned to ialson Blanche,

but two turned up at Bougle and the last at Bone., On that day Bone
had sent 18 Spitfires on a sweop, 12 of them belonging to the U. 5.

524 Group. ear Tebourba they encountered three Ju-88': accompanled
by nunerous He-109's and FiW-1890's, Although one lHe-l09 was destroyed,
two Spiifires Aid not return and another crashed in 1za.nt:’.|in.g','.5:5

On 5 December the RAF attemnted to use the advanced basa at
¥edjez—sl-Bab, but two planes were shot down whlle landing from a
sortle, Next day, the front erupted again, the Germang attacking from
H1 Bathen and Massicault. Again the Allied lines were plerced bub
the dive bombing had somewhzt diminished,

On the 5th the Twelfth Ailr Force had dignantched its heavles against
Tunlg harber and its medium and light bombers agalnst Sidf Ahmed. Six-
teoen of the 97th's Fortroeses blasted the former target from 22,000
fest all of the 160 x 500-1b. load falling on the target area., Docks,
gheds, railroad yards, snd a merchant vessel sustalned hits. On the
retwm, the oclouds of smoize from Tunls could be seen at a distance of
50 mliew., Only iight lnsccurate fla: was encommtered and the dozen
escoriing P-338's saw no enemy aireraft. S5idi Ahmed took its pounding

at mldday. TFlrst to appear, at 1135, were olight B-25"a of the 310th

S R
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Groap which dropped 56 x 300=-pounderg on the hangar and among parited
airerafi, the six epcorbting P-38's driving off four sneuy fighters
vhich attemted to attack the bombers., One 3-25 was miseing, believed
to have crash-landed 30 mlles west of the target. Next came IB~7's
with two squadrons of P-38's, one ¢loge in, the other on nigh patrol,
put the boubs fell short. As the formztlons were heading back for
Youks, 10 to 15 Geruan fighters appeared and were songaged by slx P-38's.
One Iightning was shot down and four were reported missing.sé

By 7 December, ground fighting had definitely subsided; the ememy's
abbac’ss decreased in inbenslty, On 8 Decemdbar, Gencral Eisenhower
approvad General Anderson's pronosal to with.draw to more defemsidle
ground where the troops could be refitted znd bullt up for another
effort. In the midst of the withdrawal, the rains arrived with a ven-
geence—=already on the 7th the weather had bDegun to harper alr operatlons
and on the next three days it forbale theun, Except for the roads and
tracks, the terraln becane impassidle for truek and tank. A major
disaster overtook Gonmbat Commend B, It becsme mired during the with-
drawal, lost all bub three of its elghteen 105-mm, howltzers, all but a
dozen of 62 medlun tanks and all save 38 out of 122 1lizht tanks. 3By
11 Deccuber, however, General Anderson's forces had retired to the
general line Djebel Ablod - Medjez-sl-Bab, ensuring the use of the
road leading north from 2eja snd protecting the communications center

of lledjez.
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. In point of faet, the Allies were stuck in Tunisia., General
Eisenhower stiil hoped to mount sn offensive which would take Tunis
and crowd the enemy inito the Bizerte aresa, bdub raln was to prevent the
carrylng out of hle pians. EHe already had setiled down %o whzt he had
desperately tried to avold--a "Woglistic marathon." The Twelfth Alr
Foroe, with the other Allled aris, now had to make North Africa more
habltable for itself if the area was to become uninhabitable for the

55
Axisg,
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. Chapter 111
IMPASSE AND REORGANIZATION

Ihe Anatomy of ike Repulse
By 14 December 1942, the Axis estadlishment in Tunlsia numbered an
estinated 38,500 men-~nearly 20,000 German combat troone and over

11,000 Italian, together with 2,500 GAF and 5,000 service troops. Suvh-

stantial inerements were arriving daily. By the 18th the estimated

total bed risen to 42,100. Not only were these troops well supplied

but an abundance of extra sunplies was going d.om"by rall to Sfax and

. thence by rail, road, and sea to the Afrika Xorps in Pripolitania.

: In the morth Von Arnim was defending hils bridgehead along a line
west of llateur~Tobourba-ilbbamedis with local attacks employing armor
and infantry, With pairols and defensive positlons west of Zaghousn
and Eairouan, he protected the constal corridor to the south. Defense
of central and southern Tunisia was an affalr of outvosts and motorized
cavalry at Djebel Irechen and Kebill, approximstely 50 miles west of
Sfax and Gabes, respectively, and at ledenine and Foum Tatahounine,

south of the liareth Line.l

While General Eisenhower strugsled to extricate hils forces from
the mud before Tebourba and Mateur for a blow at Tunis, General
Liontgonery moved along through Iibya with the FAF, M2, and the U, S.
. Ninth Air Force leap-frogging in bis train., On 12 December he crachkoed

the defenses at Bl Aghella, the polnt where the efforts of hig
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. predecessors Wavell snd Auchinleck had begun to subside, and came on

for the next hurdle at Buerat. As the fleeslng Fommel neared Von Arnlm,
the Northwest African and !liddle Fast theaters began to merge, es-
peclally affer General Montgomery's nlanes newtralized Tripoli, restrici-
ing the Afrika Korps supply line to the Tunisian por‘as.z

General Anderson's repulse before Tunis was the more dltter be-
canae the Allied drive had so nearly grasped the prize~~two kitchen
trucks reportedly had misged the army and gons undlsturbed into the
Tunls suburbg--and becaunse the units involved had not spared themsslves
in the effort. Any number of factors, or a combination of any number,

could have accounted for the hair!s-breadth fallure, TFor ilnstance, there

was the inltlal role of the French, whko had resisted the Allies atb
Alglers for a whole day and the Germans at X1 Aouina not at all. Repre.
sentative of a considerable body of opinlon was Adm, Sir Anfirew Srowne
Cunningham's regret that the bolder" stratesy which contemplated an
initic) assault in the Tunisian area had not provailed during the plan-
| ning days. Géneral Eisenhower expressed somewhat the same sentiment in
these wordst "This force had only enough 'tall' in initlal shipments %o
capture [the] ports. We gambled that with what we had we could grab
Tunlsia, W

The shoestring upon which the Anglo-imerican forces operated during
their career 1o Djedeida can be as well revealed by incidents as by
cold figures. The correspondent David Fame saw British Spitfires with

empty guns "stooglng around® over Souk el Arbs trying to divert or

,
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frighten away Me-109's and Ju-87's attacking the town and airdrome.
A% least, 1t had been planned that the Britlsh would operate in Tunisia;
the Anerlcans arrived impromptu and their supplies often started for
the front fron as far awvay as Oran or Jasablanca. Uhen the ground
echelon of the l4th Group caught up with the pilots at Youks they found
e, miserable, ragged-looking lot . . . clothes caked with yellow
mud. . . . Tone well-fed look had left their faces.! Mess equipment
and rations arrived with the ground echelon from Ialson Blanche, but
no tents and little transportation., The 14th solved the lack of tents
oy golng underground in tarpauwlin-covered dugouts wnd the shortage of
trangportation by making more trips with fewer wvehleles. Such prastices
ware viewed rather as timawasters than hardships.4

The ground officers who had lain with their regiments in the hills
around Tebourbs had thelr own analyses of iailure., They had seen their
men dive-pombed continuslly, had seen this dive boubing perfectly
coordinated with tank and infantry attacks, had seen few friendly
Planes coue to the rescue. Reports of harbors bombed evidently aid
nothing to cheer the foot soldier. Trelr favorlite remedy became the
uneconomical--and, in the face of ensny olr sweriority, ineffective--
alr uwsbrella. Cries of !"Stuka! and parallei demands for mmbrellas
Pplagued the alr commanders. Thenceforth the theory and practice of
fair gsupport"--tne term currently in uge~-wers much mooted ir Northwest
Africa.s

Although on-the-spot commanders were inclined to censure the PAF

and the Twelfth, Generals Tlsankower and Anderson tool & nore ressonzble

i e CO LTI
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view of the situation. They realized that the alr arm had been as
badly overworked as the ground ara, tnat its alrdromes were too few
and far away from the front, that lts repair, supoly, and maintenance
facllitles were lnadequate. Iisenhower summed 1> the Stuka mensce in
a cable to the War Department, "Dive bombers have much greater moral
than material effect except where we leave an exposed target."

The Comnander In Chief called attention to the superiority of Axig
troops in the quantlty and use of light 44 in forward areas. Vhereas
Allled planes operating at low altitudes were suffering high casualties
the lnexperienced Amerlcan troops were not only relatively ili eguipped
ageinst bub also easily demoralized by dive bombing., Conseguently,
instead of dlrecting a determlned fire at the Stuka they could only
nake deterulnsd desands on the alr arm for cover. General Flsenhower
recommended that defense ngeinst dive bombing be glven .earnest athen-
tlon in training, and General Marshall so directed.®

fiot that the alr arm made no mistakes of 1t own., For instance,
Rame wltnessed an attack by 11 P-33's on an imerican bank destroyver
company near Hedjez-ol-Bab. The planes made five strafing runs on the
bvewildered walt, killed five men, and pub seven self-propelled guns
out of action, despite the faet that identification of the sank des-
troyers should have been easy as they were the only vehicles in the

theater wlth a large-ealiber gun mounted on 2 half-track.’

iey Alr Eases

lielioration of air support, or of any other aspect of alr warfare,
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walted on the construction and lmprovement of suitable air bases. A

. general visiting the theater during December 1942 remarked that all
the airdromes presented a perfectly uniform appesrance. If the field
boasted two hard-surfaced runways, the longer would be employed as a
hard-standing and tihe obher, crosswind, for landing. The rest of the
landscape was ankle-deep mud, According to report, as many as 285
alrcraft were mudbound at Tafaraoul on one night late in November,
unable to reach the runways. Vhen some of these planes were later
flown to Maison Blanche, congestion was merely st'La?.J:'ed..8

A report of the distribution of Allied aireraft during the first

week of December, when the Stukas were braking the advance towards Tunis,

illustrates the overcrowding both near the front and at the rear. IEx—-
c¢luding French Morocco, the Twelfih and the Eastern Air Command were
using 11 fields. Of the three more or less forward airdrames, Bone
Uhoused® 76 fighters, Youks 37 (besides 9 DB-7's), and Souk el Arba
45, Canrobert and Djidjelli some distance behind the front had a total
of only 19 fighters and light bombers, but ¥aison Blanche and Blida in
the Algiers area together counted 150 aireraft, and four airdromes
around Oran had 180, and it is probable that Maison Blanche and Tafsraocui
took the greater part of these concentrati.ons.9
In accordance with the over-a2ll TORCH design, the pre-invasion plans
for airdrome provision and maintenance accepied a territorial division
of responsibliliby between British and Americans, the BEritish initially

assuing responsibility for the Eastern Task Force Area. With the linik-

. ing of the Center and Bastern Task Forces, the American area was to be
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pushed eastward as fast as Twelfth Alr Force engineer units could take
over. In addltlon the Twelfth Alr Force contlngent carried the burden
in the Center and Vestern Tusk Force areas--western Algerie and
toroeceq.

into Oran frow Ingland, the Twelfth Air Force brousht four batial-
lons of avietlon engineers, the 809th, 8l4th, 815th and 817th, con-
sidered the best prepared wmite of this kind in the United Xingdom,
Attached to XII Alr Support Conmand were the 2Lst Avietion Engineer
Fegiment, less thrce battalions, and two coupanies of the 871st Airborne
Ingineer Pattallon, Aviation. The latter unit had been sctivated at
estover Field on 18 Auguet 1942 and only the utmost dlspatch got the
two coupanlies resdied for TORCE, The Twelfth's aviation engineers were
mere numerous, better staffed and eguipped, than thelr British counter-
parts--who were actuslly army treops attached to an army, as opposed
to an olr force, hendquarters--and they proved nore effieclent in the
use and uncéerstandirg of heavy equipment.lo

Brig, Gen. Donsld A. Davison, theater sngineer-~-Col, John 0.
Colonna was Twelfth Alr Torcs engineer--charncterized the airdrome
problen ag one of "marpower and mud.® The imerican battalions were
forced to divide their attentlon among several requirements: preparing
the major base areas around Casablanca, Oran, and Algiers; supplementing
the efforts of the British constructlion groups forward; providing bases
for a Twelfth Alr Force operating where 1t had not been planred to

cyerate so soon; and, in deference to the requlrement which constantly

b el
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voxcd TOECH, preparing bases for use in case Spain or Snanish lioroeco
wers involved in a nostile cordbination. To the very end of the
Tunislen carralgn & string of border fighter fields was continually
stocked agalnet this last-mentioned eventuality--liekmes, Fas Tl Ha,
Fez, Taza, and Guerelf; and a half-dozen bomber flelds were readied in
the Oran~ilascara region.n

As for the mud, it was practically uwniversel that winter., The
3ritish, who meintained from the time of the landings two sirdrome
econgtruction groups, found a particvlarly studborn variety in the
Hedjerda valley, the pmaturel highway to Tunie, Detachments of thelr
14th Airfield Construction Group, initially engaged at Vaison Blanche
and Blida, moved forward to Djidjelli, Setif, Fhillpreville, and Sone,
and by 20 Yovenber were in the area of Secuk el Arba., When the rains
came at Souk el Arba, Sommerfeld mat simply sanlc in the mud; when an
underlayer of cork was added, it buckled and the Spits proceeded to rip
up large chusks of the runway, HNHo better suecess was had with bamboo
rushes. The answer to the ledjerds valley mud grew out of a resident
Frenchman's remarl: tha$ he had e £1eld vhich never became waterlogged.
Its soll was sandy. Thus the new British alrdromes were bullt on a
number of sand outcrops in the Souk el Khemis area.l

After the GAF's raids on !laison Blanche in mid.¥ovember, the
Twelfth went on o hunt for alrdromes--dry airdromes and airdromes for
dispersal. Up in the Algerilan plateau the climate was known to be

somevhat drier than in the coastal area, and at Telergma, in the Rhumel
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valley 20 mlles southeast of Constantine, a very small f£ield waes dis-
covered., Arabe, French troops, and aviatlon englneers worked on the
site from 2 to 7 December and on the latter date it was ready for
Twelfth Alr Force mediums, The 310th Group (3-25's) and the 31%th
(B-26'c) were scheduled to come in from llalson Blenche on the 13th
and B-26's of the 17th Group on either the 14th or .'LESi:h.l3

A base for the mediums had been achleved, bubt General Doolittle
was anrious to move his B=17's oub of Tafaracul to an all-weather air.
grome, Yor thle, the Rhumel vzlley was too wet, and recourse was had
to the desert itself, at Blsgkra. An oasle ond winter resort, Bigkre
lay beyond the Atlas mountalins, about 120 mlles south of the Mediter-
ranean and connected with it by a rallroad from Fhilipneville., It
nosgessed a flald that could de enlarged, and thé alrborne englneers
then working in Morocco undertock the task., TFifty-siz (-47's flew the
men and their equipment to Blekra., On 13 December, twenty-four hours
after thelr arrival, the first B-17's came In on the expanded field.
Biskra's clinmate ecould be expected to be favorable during the winter
months, but mid-larch would bring a soutk wind off the Schara and sand
storms would mske operztions impossible. Therefore, 1t was planned to
nove the B-17's to Telergme by that dnte. Actually they moved earlier,

At Biskre, in December and Jaruary, loglstical operations were of
the simplest. A dailly 2850 tons had been allotted to the base on the
railrosd from Philippeviile--one traln & day with gas, food, and bombs,

Here again the C-47's were lifegovers. It was reported that when the
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B-17ts took off for the Tunislan docks, they frequently took with them
sll the bombs the field possessed, and no more were avallable untll
the §-47's came in that day with pay load for another gtrike, On 4
Jenvary General Cannon, by then CG, XII Bomber Comuand, stated that he
had to reduce operations lest hls uniis run out of S00~pounders alto-
gether.ls
Down in the southern sector, by the firet week in December, XII
Flghter Command was operating P-40's of the 32d Group out of Ihelepte,
40 mlles southeast of Tebessa, near the gite of an anclent Rouan elty.
Gafsa, even farther to the south and east, offered a potentlial air base
site, but the Allies’ hold onr the surrounding countryside wasz too
precerious to pernit 1ts utilization. In December one of the alrborne
engineer companies woe flown In fc work at Youks and Thelepte and at
Tebessa 1tcelf, where an inoperutional alrdrome was reported on
1 Ja.nua.r;r.le
Despite the undlgputed siktlll of the American aviation englneers,
the progress of alraromes was impeded by fzciors for whlich no lmmediste
remedy vae at hand at Twelfth Air Force hendauarters. The battalions
had been stinted on equipment in the lnitlal allotments and, to make
matters worse, oubtside Oran a suouwarlne put a torpedo 1nito a snip
loaded with Bulldozers and other nachinery, The Twelfth vigorously
pressed tashington for its replacement and for special heavy equlpment

&g well, and by Janvary 1943 some was on the way. Tne ralpy Tunisilan

winter made all.weather alrdromes almost a necescity and a sufficiency
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of steel plank and Sommerfeld traci: had been provided in the convoys.
. Put the welght of these materials texed the already war-weary Africen

rellroods. To surface ore runway required 2,000 tons of steel natting,

vwhich absorbed the capacity of the rallroad in the forvard area for

an entlre da)'.]‘?

Cn 1 Janvary 1943, General Spaatz, by then serving as General
Iisenhower's principsl alr advicer, cabled the CCS hig short-term PrO-
gran for Yorth Africsn airdrome development, which, incidentz2lly was
drawn with a backwerd glence at the Strait of Glbraltar. Facing
Tunisia he envisioned two dry-weather heavy-bomber flelds in the
Telergma area, to be ready by 5 January, and four all-weather mediun-
bomber bases in the Canrcbert-Ain Belda area, to ve completed oy 1 March.
Ten fighter fields had elready been loceted, tut additional all-weather
Tlelds would be constructed at Gafgs, Malmasey, and Sheitla, all forward
of Thelepte. Thie latter construvetion presurrosed an Allied advance
in the southern sector, for which plans were actually underway by New
Year's Dey 1943. Tirst, however, General Anderson was to have another

wnsuceessful try at the Medjerda ::‘oti.tvza.18

wouber Eelnforcerenis
Despite the discouraging situation on the northern sector, General
Elgennower still sought after decisive action o brea the deadlock.
He declded on an atbaciz about 20 Tecember with Tunig as the ninimum
objective. After the mulding down of Combat Command B, primacy of

armor in such a stroke was impossible. Accordingly, it was planned
e -
.w— E_t. o 1\;,4 [ i IVHL —‘
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. that the Allies! alr power would be exploited to the utnost and thelr

vestly superior artillery erployed to smash the enemy temks, On 16
Decenber, Generals Eisenhower and Anderson vere exchanging messages

regarding the avitchling of the Ngtrztegic! bombing effort to targets

in the path of the First Army. On the previous &ay, (teneral Anderson
nad gept in an appreclation of his puild-wp for a D-day of 22 Decenber.
Phe ouild-up wae none too jmpressive; it could be dlsrupted by any
large-scale fighting before tne targot date, or by amy slow-up along
the LOC, After sewven days of hard fighting, his unlte would be ghort
of amnunition and could not be withdrawn for refittling.

Renewed rain effectively frustrated the plen., Off the roads, no
venicle could be maneuvered; the Commander in Chief saw four men vainly
trying to extricate a motoreycle which had mired in o gresey field. At
the alrflelds broken stone canl in the mud, and for a perlod after 18
Decerber operations virtuvally closed down. vithout alr power and the
mapeaver of artillery no blow agalnst Tmis could succeed., Hltterly
di sappointed, General T genbower finally called off the attack on the
dny before Cuoristumas, atter it had been twlce postponed.lg

In the absence of a land pusi roguiring an effort agalnst tactical
objectives, the primery targete of the Mol ks heary bombers remained
Tunis and Bizerte, with scoaglonal exeursions against Sfax and Sousse.

N As the main factor in the continued German-Itallan build-up, these

porys becawe the preoccupation of 211 Allied alreraft which profitably

cotld e brought o bear against them, The Ninth Alr Force had hit at

]
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the major onleading poxrt of Japles on 4 December end on the 15th iis
B=-24's sbtruc’t Sfax, opening on the Tunlslan depots mn assault which
soon renched north to Tunls 1¢self., llal%zs, by now an important ofien-~
sive basa, had been asslgned Vellingtons in Fovember to ald the TORCH
nroject, and concentrated its effort chliefiy on the port of Sousse.
Turing November and Deceuber, Malta-based sdircraft dropped 644 (British)
tong of bombs on Tunisian targe‘os.zo
On 3 December, General Flsgenhower, consldering the bouwbar force
avallable against Tunis and Blzerte insufficlent to combat Axls re-
inforsenent, slgnified his intention of geeling its aumentation from
the United Xingdom or the Iiddle Zast, Alr lfarshal Welsh therefore re-
| quested two YWellingion sgundrong from the Alr !dnistry., The British
! Chlefs of Staff, rensoning that help could come more quickly from the
{l1ddle Zast, aslred Aly karshal Tedder to lend the sguadrons, but the
latter felt thnt the force could not be synred and sugsested that PAT
Bomber Command be called wpon. General Zigennower joined him in this
sentiment, ond 142 and 150 Sguasdrons, armed wlth Wellington IIl's,
went down to Portreath on 9 Tecenbsr for staging, the first alreraft
landing at 31ids on 192 Decenber. Ralns kept theam inactive for over a
veer bub on the night of 25-23 Decenmber they went out after the Bizerta
docize. Together with the Zastera Alr Comnand's 326 Wing (Sisleys and
Hurriboabers), which woved forward from Blids to Sefif and Canrobert
in eurly Teoembor, the Vellingtons nighily supplemented XII Bomber

. Command's missions. 21
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The Elghth Alr Torce was also drawn upon., On 5 Decerbar tlaj.
Gea, Irz §. Zaker ordered the air echelon of three squadrons of the
934 Growp (B-24's) to move to Africe as soon as possible., QOn 7
Decenber these alrcraft arrived at Tafaraoui from Porireath and
Ixeter. This Oran base was deseribed as "unfit for operations be-
cause of short runways, lack of hard-astendinge, the wet field, inade-
quate gervice and meilntensnce, as well as poor houslng and messing. "
Three planned mlgsions were called off on account of raln, and a fourth
on 12 Decemver was canceled when one of the first shlps to stard
taxiing collapsed & nose wheel in the mud. On the 13th, howsver,
Blzoerte vwos attac‘_{ed.ga

bineteen of ths Libernbtors left at 0845 on the long £flight, Over
3izerte at 1706 hours at altitudes from 20,500 to 21,000 feet, ther
drowped 71 x 1,000-1b, bombs, scoring hlts on the docks, amid intense
and accurate flak. One element was attaciked from above by three
ie~100's followed by another coaing in from the front. With sn ehgine
damajed, one B~24 dropped behind and was badly shot up, crash-landing
near Halson Blanche., On the following day, the 93d ran its second
and last mission from Algeria when 12 3-24!g returnsd to Bizerte,
dropped 60 x 1,000-1b, bombs, straddling a shlp in the barbor and
hitting the dociks. A dozen blue-green, canouflaged 1e-109's inter-
cepbed, employing a new tactic., Three epproached a B-24 from five
mlles out; when close in, onme swung right ns a diversion, the othex
broke left and attacked off bean and to the gide; the single Messerschmiti

then came in on the other sids. Dempiie this novelfy, three le-109tg

ey N TS RS R
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were ghot Gown and the 3-24's rebturned unscathed,
. After this briet stay in Tafaraoul's mud, the 893d departed for the

2lddle Zast, 1% flew out on 15 Decenber and landed at LG 139, Gambut
lain, Cyrenaica, coming under the control of IX Bomber Command. For
5 tlme the 93d found mo better wezther in the Yestern Desert, but after
Christnee it begen hitting the Tunisian poxrts from the east., The
tronsfer of the 93d's three squadrons was a result of an agreement
with the Kinth Alr Force, by which the 513th Squadron (B-17!'s) was
shilfbed to Northrest Afrlca., The 934 could be betber employed in the
:i1ddie Hast vhence the B-24's superlor range enabled strilkzes at Naples
and Palermo., Lhe B-17's,on the other hand, could be profitably used
against Punis and Bizerte from the Algerian bases. 3By the terms of
the agreezent, the 93d's overrlding tarzets were those affecting the

cameaelan to clear Tunisia.‘?s

Zhe Adceault on the Poris
Avellable records are sllent on many detalls of XII Bomber Jommand®s
early career in North Afriea, The organization had arrived in the
theater under the comzand of Col., Clauwde E. Duncan, but on or aboub
24 Lovenmber General IEisenhower wasg requesting that Col. Charles T,
i Paillips from the Zighth Alr Foreeés3d 'ing be flown o Afrlcs as a
replacement. Colonel Phillipsg! comrand was of chort duration: he took
’ over around 1l Deceuber and on the 15th wag killed on a B-26 mission

. over £l Aouinn, Headguarters had been svecessively moved fro.u Tafaraoul

H
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to Algiers to Constantine, ard Col. Carlyle H. Ridenour, CO of the
Constantine echeloxn, assumed command on 16 December, On Wew Year's
Day General Cannon was drought over Ffrom XII Air Supvort Comuand, and
he continued in charge of XII Boanber Commard until the activation of
~orthwest African Alr Forces on 18 February.

If detalls of its activities remain vague, X1 Bomber Comandls
zlssion during this perdod was clear enough. On 31 December General
Doollttle cabled Bomber Comuand headquarters at Coanstantine as follows:
"ntil further notice your mission ls to destroy docks, shipning, and
warcholling yurds at Tunis and Bizerte, using maximun force consistent
with a sustained effort, . . ." That a similar directive was in force
prior to that time is scarcely to be doubted. From 12 December %o the
end of the month XI) Bomber Comnand's heavies ran five missions againgt
Tunis, seven against Bizorte, and three aslece agalnst Sfax and Sousse.
It is probable that the last ralds were undertuken on occamsions when
weather forbade forays mgalnst the mortherm ports. ZFroz 1 to 8
Janvar)” seven mlssions were flown, six of them to Tunis and Bizerte
and their satellite harbors of La Goulette and ?arryvi]:le.as

Dayllght pounding of the major ports was by now sirictly a task
for heavy bormbers. With the cornitlnved bulld-wp of the Axis bridgehead,
the area of Tunls and Dizerte becams too kot for medium or light
bombers, mors vulnerabie alilze to light flar and to eneny fighters,
even when escorted. No longer as in the tirst days of December could

the I3-7's go to 71 Aoulna or the mediuas to the Bizerte docks, although

L
. : l i \
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occasionally the mediums attaciked dlfficuwly targets when B~.l7!'s were
alonz %o satuwrate the defenses.as

B=17 accuracy proved generally excelleni. On 12 Decenber, 17
alreraft of the 30lst Group placed all but slx out of 100 boubs on
the doclts and marshalling yards ot Tuals, leaving fires in the ares and
a ship with 2 bomb hole on one side. On the 13%n, a contingent fronm
the 97th Growp hit and probadly sanic another vessel at the Tunls docks,
The 301lst nerformed a successful mission on the 13th, destroying a
ship at Blzerte and causling large fires on the docks. Next day, the
97th come back to shower the same target with 42* tons of high ex-
plosive, 2

As operations go, the early missions had been rather essy. On
30 Hovember, General Doollttle reported that sgince D-day only eight
Twelfth Alr Torce aircrafff srﬁaot dowmn by eneny planes and 12 by ground
fire, friendly or hostile. Seven had been losit on the ground by enemy
boubing and strafing and 49 through mlscellansous and unimown causes,
The last "rather appalling! figsure comprised not only losses due io
erashes, digappearances and intermments btut aleo sireraft temporarily
out of commission, -Personnel logsew were commaratively glizht; pllots
often walized home from crashes and the irabs recelved considerable blood
noney. Hovever, after thelr fields recovered from the rainy spell
which began on 8 December, the Allied alrmen found that the Germans
had employed the interval to strengthen defenses, The B-ls's dlg-

cover=d new and formidable yellow-nosad Fi-180's at Bizerte and flsk

AL
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I on a mnariked insrease.

Cn 15 December the 301lst, from its new home at Biskra, was attack-
ing the Tunip dochis and marshalling yards with 49 x BOO-pounders. The
Germans ralsed a suoke screen wulch mads observatlon of results diffi.
. cult and sent up intenee heavy flak and 25 T-190's and Me-109's to
the defense. Hotwlthsianding, the seven 3-17's =nd six escorting
P-38's landed safely at base, prelirinary estisates showing six ensny
alreraft destroyed. Simultaneously, 12 more of the 301lst's aireraft,
with a hali.dozen more of the lst Fighter Gromn's P-38's, bombed
| Blzerte, ohtaining good results and fighting off six enemy fighters.gg
Or the 17th, Doth heavy bombd groups were agaln active, Tho 301lst
atbacked the docks at Tunls and La Goulette, aronping 55 x 1,000-1b.
bombe on the former and 30 x 1,000-pounders on the latter target and

scoring a Gireet hit on a snip at Tunls, Sixteen of the 97inlsg 3-17'a

smashed ot Bizerte, both missions reporting intense and accurate heavy

flak., On the next day, the 97th and 301lst contributed 18 Forts each to
a raid on Bizerte harbor. Ooposition was heavy, 15 enemy fighters
attackting for as many minutes after the bombers left the target. 4is a
result, four of 1b escorting P-387's of the lst Group were lost in
combat, one J-17 shot down, and znother forced to crash-land st Le Kef.
Toirty~tnree 3-17's had bozbed the target; tne remalnlng three Forts
dropped on two naval vessels off Zizerte between Uspe Zebib and the

Canl Islands end scored a dirsct hit on a 1light crulser, sebting 1t

. ] afire,zo
w.
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Thereaftoer, untll 26 December, foul wezther plagued the bombers,
On the 2Let at Sfox and Cabes and on the 224 at Blzerte, Sousse, and
8fax, 10/10 cloud foiled the attack. On the 234, 17 B-17%s of the
301s%, escorted by 11 P-38's of the lst Grour, took off in an attemnt
to boub the zlrdromes at Tunls and Flzerte, Tive bornbers returned
early as a result of curulus and ieing at 25,000; the tarpet had been
corpletel;” shrouded. Four slreraft did not return to base, but turned
up at distent Taferecul, Nouwvlon, and P.elizane.gl

sy the end of December X1I Bomber Commend orgenization began to
taite forn, incorperating one new vrineiple which usually hae been
traced back to the Northwest African Alr Forces., The prineiple was
the attachrent of escort fightere o the bomber command. Between 14
and 18 December, two sguadrons of the lst Flghter Grovp moved from Youks
and lalson Flancke to the Wmber station at viskra. It ig probable
that they at once came under the control of XII Bomber Comuend. &2
Placing escort flshters unfer the bomber comuznder did ewsy with the
neceseity of coordinating each miscion with XII Fighter Command and
slzplified such problems as rendezvous. Ltk the poor comrmmnications
then obtelning in Africa--General Doolittle on 30 Tovember rated corumu-
nications as the chief bugbear of efficlent operctions--any diminution
of chennels wes a blesslns. The appesrance of the P-28's under the
Bowber Command may also have derived from General Doolitilels plans for
bresking the Afriean area inte dlstriets, each controlled by a composite

jz4
wing operating both bombers and :Eigb:hare:."’5

[ ‘!‘.i
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In the early days, XII Eomber Command passed down dirsetly to the
groups operctlonal instructions for the nissions chogen by higher
echelone. Hovever, as the available groups becsre more nunerous,
winge were interposed., TFor this purpose the hezdguarters units of
the Sth Pomb Wing and the 7th Tighter Wing, originalily attached to
XIT Aly Support Command, were utilized. On Christmas Day, Colonel
Atkingon, U0 of the 97th Group, was prowoted to brigadler generzl and
later made CG of the S5th Bomb Ving (Heavy), this wing gradually
assenbling at Eiskra in mid-January. Shortly after New Year's, per-
sonnel of the 7th Fighter Wing Headguarters were aleried for a move
frou lloroeco, ard on 7 Janvary Colonel Eidenour replaced Col. John C.

Orosthwaltc ae commandlng officer. On 1 February the 7th began

operating at Chateaudun dw Fhumel, near Constantine, as a medium

boubgrinent wing, an arrangement formallzed when 1t was redesignated

47th Bomb Hng (Hedium) on 25 Fe'l:m:l,:a.r.},r.34
After Christmas, the spell of bad weather having worn off, the

heav; bombers returned to thelr offensive apainst the Tunislen ports.

Cn 26 December the 97th went %o sizerte, encountering vhat was deg-

cribed as a Bs0lid walll of heavy flaiz which exploded one B-17 over

the target and forced another to crask-land near Souk el Arbz. Two

of eight escorting P.I8's were lost during the mlssion and three FyY-190's

vere assessed as destroyed. On the seme day, the 301lst went to Sfarx,

escorted by P-40's of the 334 Croup. The bombers wrought havoe in

. the pori, clalming one smell and two large vessels sunk. The flak was

: !;ﬁ-; \} “‘i‘i)i\id:%“
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slight and no eneny alrorzft a.;_opea,red..s5

The gouthern ports were gaining in importance at this period as
supplies were buillt wp there on anticipatlon of Rormell!s arrival in
Tunlsis, and three missioneg aplece were run agslnst Sfax and Sousse
in five days. Notably, on 27 December, 14 B-i7's of the 30Llst blasted
Sfousse with 66 x 1,000-1b, and 30 x 800-1b. bombs, Direct hits were
claired on four skips, one of which wae blown to blts, and docks and
warchouses were severely demaged, No eneny alrcraft challenged any of
these miseions, and the flek was not formidable. Veather prevented ob-
servation of the resulbts of the strlke at Sousse on the 29th, Sfax
toolr 1te turn on the last two dnye of the montk. The 97th started
fires in tho marshelling yards and on the west end of the Yorth Quay on
the 30th, and the 30lst scored hits on two medlun-sized ships in the
narbor on the 3lwt.<C

The 97th Group observed I'ew Year's DIay with a highly successful
vlow at Tunis harbor, 17 B-17's obtaining hits on the docke and the
whole of the target area including the electric railroad yard., XNo
eneny alreraft were geen and all alreraft gsot safely home. But on the
24 the Axle defenses erupted against the 30lst. Iwenty B-17's and
elght P-38's arrived over la Goulette shortly after ncon. The bombers
dropped 223 x 500-1b, Dbowbe ot an eltitude of from Zi,500 to 23,500
feet, scoring on an ore-loadlpg depot, 2 camp, a shipyard and dry
docka, and the poverhouse. Two merchent vessels were hit, and one
probebly was sunk., Inemy reactlon was well concelved. Just vefore

the AA ceased, white bursts werc secen, evidently a signal to the
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fighters (le~109's and Ytalism), 40 to 50 of which prompily attacked
the borbers., Slmultansously a dozen yellov-nosed He-109's engaged
the P-38's cruising at 26,000 feet. Two P-38's wers shot down as
agalnst two He-108's destroyed, two prodably destroyed and tuo
domaged. All tke B-17's got back to base, one badly flak-damsged,
end the bombers clalmed 14 enemy fighters destroyed, 8 probables, and
13 dannged,

On 3 Jonuary Bldkire underwent the secord of a serles of Axie boub-
ing atiacks when pix Ju-88's attacked tke fileld at dusk, just after
the airdrome fighter putrol had landed, thelr bonbs damnglig severel
B-17's, On the previous day a lone Ju-88 hed come out of the clouds
from tne south and dumped 1is load harmlessly short of tke tsxget.
Thepe events accelerated the progress of fox-boles and dugouts, the
Pouber Command personnel going underground in much the ssme mapner
as the unlte cut at Youks had done., Moreover, probably as a result
of the raid of the 34, the 24 Squadron of the 524 Grouwp, vebteran of
many battles over 3one, was ordered to Biskra for airéreme patrol, the
£24's 4th Squadron replacing it at the Algerian port, By now all
echelons of the lst Fighter Growp were operating from 3igkrs, group
hesdquerters and the 27tk Squadron having arrived on 26, 28, and 30
Degeuber by C-47, truck convoy, and rail.S?

On 4 Januoxy both Bizerte and Tunls were oloud-covered and only
one B-17 was able io drop its load of HCC-pounders on lLa Goulette.

However, on the 5th and tke 8th, the B-17's demonstrated wkat thely
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bombslghts could do. The 5th saw the 97tk Growp over Sfax, weather
reconned ssance having dlcelosed solld overcast at the more northerly
ports. Seven B-17's returned early, but the remaining 11 bombed the
Sfax power station. The station was assessed as completely destroyed
and the ercoriting P-3u's reported that their charges had hit, in
addition, two vessels in the harbor and left the entire dock area ir
1lares. Bad weather did not protcot Ferryville on the 8th, Twenty-
six P-38's furnished escort, desiroyed one lie-109 and one FW-190,

and drove off 15 to 20 enemy fighters south of Porto Farina. Sixteen
8-17's of the 301lst Group bombed the naval bzse at Bizerte thxough
holes 1in the overcast bubt results were not observed. TFifteen of the
Y7th's Forts, however, finding similar holes over Ferryville, relessed
u4 x 500-1b. znd 1€ x 1,000-1lb. bombs from 23,500. OFf 15 to 20 enemy
fighters intercepting, they shot down one Me-109 and one FW-1v0, and
probtably three others, snd reported hits on oil storage tanks, docks,
and silps, TFot until Tunie had fallen in May were kmown the full
resulis of tha} day's work at Ferryville: sunk or damnged beyond repalr,
the French submarine Hamiilus, the sedling vescel fasgozpe, the tug

Cyclope, the alrcraft tender DPetrel, and the patrol vessel Ipm.ss

ine {ledluns
During the perliod from 12 December ic 8 January, the excellent
German flac began definitely to limit the employment of the medluxs,

driving them to gremter boubing albtitudes and less well-defended targets.
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On~tho-deck approaches were also abandoned, not only because of in-
tenze 1ight AA fire over the batile lines, dut becsunse clonds of birds
flew up from the Tunlsian olive grovss, sanshing the plexiglas in the
nose and upper turrets and inflicting scalp wounds on the crew
menbers.

Although o number of unsuccessful forays were nade against ship-
ning at sea, targets were primarily airdromes, marshalling yards, and
rallroad bridges. Sousse harbor was twlce attacked, but the poris
otherwise remalning the special province of the heavies. Initially,
most of these B-25 and 3-26 missions were on an exireuely modest scale,
Jor o perlod after § Deceuber the 310%th's sirldlng power consisted of
a hnlf-dozen B-25's, and the heaviest att:ok prior to the new yeor was
mounted by 13 mediun bombers--the coubined resources of the 310th and
the 519th. The latter organizatlon continued to lose its commsnding
officers: Tt. Col, Sam. W. Agee hal succeeded llajor Jones but both were
ghot down and made prisoners while participating in 2 raid on Bizeorte
on 4 L"ecem'b'er.éo

by mediums

vhe first atta;ap_ﬁ/ to bomd Souzge harbor was frustrated on 12
Decenber by wintry weather in which two 3-26's were lost, bub on the
two succecding days successful strikes wers accoxplished. On the 13th,
the 310%h'g B.25's went over at 7,000 to 7,800 feet, six of them with
fowr escorting P-38's. They hlt the storage sheds ringing the port,
oae ship at the docks, and ancther large one in the harbor., On the

return, one B.20 with an enplae out dronped behind and headed north 50

SECURIRAAT SRR R
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wiles firom the target, Next day, the Sousse antialrcrafis guaners
werc arparently caught by swrprlse when siz of the 319th's B-26's
svept In at 900 to 1,200 feet, hit the docks and thres vessels in
the harbor, and, with their P-38 escort, got avay unscathed.ﬂ

The denise of this particular tactie, however, came quickly, At
El Aouinn on the 15th, seven B-25's came in at from 607 to 1,000 feet
and bombed suceessfully, claiming six to 10 eneny planes destzoyed on
the ground, Intense light and heavy flak was encountered, to which,
south of Certhage, four destroyers and = ecrulser also contributed. As
a result one flak-hit Narauder plunged into the Gulf of Tunie. Low-
level borbing signally failed %o eonfuse the A4 on 18 Decenber when
four P-38's of the lst Grow escorted five B-26's and slx 3-25's to
the Sousse marshalling yards. Boubing was from 700 to 1,500 feet and
the 300-pounders fell on the station and rounthouse, on a freight train,
and on 2,000 feet of itrack. A mile.long box barragze greeted the for-
metion and two B-26's were lost, one wlth an engine out defiantly con-
tiguing to fire at the flalt barges until 1% erashed ints the harbor.
After this recestion, low-leval boxbing was virtwally =bandoned, excant
against targets where 1little or no AA was inﬂicateﬂ..43

After the Sousse mission on the 18th, no medinn bomber operatlons
sexm %o have taken place for over 10 days. The inberval was probhably
spent sweatlng out bad weather and practicisg minimun-altitude Pboubing,
soon to be eifeciively employed agninst shipping in the Sieilian narrows.

when operctions were resuied on 30 Decenber, the bonbing effort was

Y Gh o H.’%L

‘THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
| 0 DR AL

AAETH-14 e T 66

concentrated on airdromes--the meddums having largely taken over thig
counter-air force function from the heavies--and on the Tuniglan rall-
road complex which by now carried most of the supplies for Rommel as
well as for the growing Axls establisiment in central and southern
'.1'.‘11:3.:!.:-s).s..43 Cn the firset day, a fresch B-26 wnlt made 1ts debut when -
six Haravders from the 174¢h “omb Growp hit the Gabes sirdrome, while
the 310th was Gropping on the marshalling yards at Sfax. The 17th's
alr echelon had arrived over the southern route vis Natal, Acors, and
Bathurst. On the 3lst it pald the Gabes field a retwrn vislt with n
dozen 3-26's, sscorted by 10 P-40's of the 334 Fighter Group. They
dropped 200 x 100-1b, deaolition bombs and 20 x 100-1b, frags, the
first time fragmentation bombs are mentioned in aperations in Africs,
Two enewy fighters attaciked the 3-25's, downing one which had first
been hit by flak.%

On Hew Year's Tay, whlls the 310th was moving to Derieaux, another
of the filelds being developed in the Constantine area, the 176k, es-
corted by P-40's, went to the stoutly defended Tunls marshalling yards
where intense and accurate 1light and hesvy flak accounted for cne ont
of nine 3-26's, and the P-4D's lost one of thelr nuwber in an argument
with & half-dozen .[e-109's. On the 4th, 18 B-25's of the 310th fought
4/10 to 10/10 cloud to drop HE and incendluries on the Xairouan rail-
road :,':a.rra.s..45 The same day saw the 17th involved in an unueual en-
counter. Zleven of ite 3-26's had taken off at 1255 for a rendezvous

over Ferisnz wvith P-40's based ob near-by Thelepbe. On arriving over

-——. DS T
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the towa the pilots saw the Thelepte alrdrome under atback by five
Ju-85'g, escorted by as many MNe-102's, and turned thely aireraft for
home, The escorting llesserschmitis at onee engaged the American
nombers~-to thelr cost, for the B-25's promptly destroyed two of the
attackers walle suffering only minor damnge o one of their own number.

esides discovering that wnescorted 3-26's were not to be llghtly
assaulted, the Germon force sustalned additional losses vhen Thelepte's
P~40's nade interceptlon, The Ju-88's came in low along & road to the
northeast of the airdreme, pulled up injio the clouds, and one after
the other dive-bombed across the field. One P-40 was destroyed on
the ground, but five others took off, shot dovn one Ju-88 and one of
the remaining lle-109's. The Alr Intelligence Eeport incldentally
described the rald as being led by a four-englned alreraft, probably
navigating for the J‘u—-88'3.45

Frow 5 $0 8 January the holy city of Zairouan came in for a
ghare of the mediums' attention., On the 5th, P-38's of the newly
ooerational 824 Group escorted B-26's of the 17th on a frag abback
on the airdrouwe, a performance repeated three days later, and on the
6th the 310th hlt hard at the town's reilroad yards. On the ?th, the
17th went down to Gabes, to attac: the alrdrome and adjacent barracks
wlth a mixtuwre of frag, HE, and incendiarles.g

During this period, the mediums nade shres full-dress attacks,
two of them successful, on vital rallrocad bridges. On 13 Deceuber,

the 319th sent elght B-26's sscorted by four P-38's ageinst a bridze

-
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. thres miles north of lLa Heancha, on the eorst railroad between Sousase
and Sfax, TFive B-2v's atbaclkzed from 1,000 to 2,000 feet with 42 x
300-1b. vcombs, destroying the bridge witn two dlrect hits on the center
span., On 2 Janvary a dogen 3-26's of the 17th Group with P-40 escort
struc unsunecessfully at o structure five miles north of 1 Djem, but
the 310th had better fortune six days later. First target, in the
morning, was & Junction at Kalas Srira, just west of Sousse, where s
branch 1line ren east to Zairouwan. Tne six 3-25's went on to tear uwp
100 yerds of roadbed neqr Ben Zina, 12 miles southwest of Ealrouan.

In the afternoon, Graiba, s threc-way jnction 35 mlles southwest of
Sfax, was attacked. OFf the three bridges at Graiba, two were reporied
totzlly destroyed and the third geverely damnsed by a 66 x 500-1b.
load dropped from 2,000 feet by a dozen liitchells. However, such in-

frecuent attaciks couwld nob serdously interrupt the Axls 'bu:!.116.—-1;:;_:;.48

X1 Fighter Gommand
Until relieved in the southern sector by XII Alr Support Command
ezrly in Januery, XII Fighter Command maintained two headquarters, one
at In Senia alrdrome at Oran, the other about 500 nirline miles away
at Tebessa. The Oran healquarters, which on 16 Yecemoer became known
as the YVestern Algerisn Composlte Wing, evidently concerned itgelf
with the administration and training of Air Corns unlits in the arTea
and with 2ir defense, convey protectlon, and antisubmarine patrols.

‘ . Tebeasa, on the other hand, became toe hendguarters of the €0, XiI
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Pighter Command, Col. Thomas W. Blackburn, who had brought the Command
dovm from England and was promoted to brigadier generai on 11 Decettber.
General Blackburn had charge of the most advanced imerican alr units
in the theater, those based at Youks-les-3zina and Lﬂhelepte.ég

For five to six weeits after thelr establlenment in the Tebessa
reglon XII Fighter Command's aircraft worked mostly under British
control. The Youw'rs contingent had been glven over to the Britich
78th Division on 27 lovember, when the inltial Tunis push was at its
helghi--an arrengement somewhat modlfied on 5 December when AFHQ de-
crecd that 15 soriies might be provided dally for Colonel Faff's loeal
paratroop force as agalnst 25 for the First Army. On the 1l4th, in
preparation for General inderson's projected renewal of the drive on
Tunis, Group Capt. G. ll, Tawson, commanding the PA¥'s 242 Groun, Te-
celved operatlonsl direetion of 2ll U. S. sguadrons in the Tebessa area.
Eere agaln, however, exceptions were made for alr reconnslszanceéd over
Gabes, Gafsa, and Sousse, and 2ror missions adjudged necessarr to the
socurity of Amerlcan and French forces 1ln southern Tunleia, TIdrect
3ritish control probanly ceased late in December after the vostponement
of the First Arny offensive. On Cardistoss Tay Adr llarshal Velsh
suggested tnat it should, and no migsions were flown to the northern
sector afber 30 Tecember.

The plonecy units, 1l4th Fighter Groun, 15th Light Bombardment
Equadron, and the 34th Squ~dron of the let Flghter Groun, had learned

a go2d deal by mid-Decamber. The P-35's hod sustalned considersble
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. losses 1n the early Jdays when they habltvally vent up to the Tunls-

Bizerte ares, six or eight strong escoriting a helf-dozen IB-T's,
ratched sgaingt the locel CAF superiority. They succeeded in protect-
ing the borbers well enocugh; indeed the 15th's losses were astonlebingly
« light throughout 1ts operztions. However, the German pursuit took ad-

vantage of the fact that the P-38's were usually short of gae on the
return triy and could not afford to stay and fight. As %o the relztive
performarece of the riwval fightere, the P-28 sbacked up well. It could
outrun the le~109 and Fi-190 at all altitudes, although thi;;sossi'ble
only if the vilot igrored the maximum power limlt; and with the use of
the coubat fleps it would outturn both German types, which often spun
ottenpting o follow. In & clinh the Nesgerschmiit and Focke-ulf en-
Joyed only a grenter initisl surge, but the Lightning could not dive
with then, at as steep an anyle or with as revid a pull—out.sl

The 16th Light Fombardment Squadron, probably due to its opera-~
tloral background in Ioglend, seems to bave taken the African theater
In ite stride. ZEven at Youks it reported good maintenance, the ground
creve consistlng largely of Wold Army men.® The pllots flew the IB.7?,
export version of the A-20, equipped with Britich bombsighte and to
carTy British bopbs.

The 15th flew mlssions from Youks until the first week in Janmary,
when its elrersft and orgarizational equipment were ordered trens-
ferred to tke 47%h Light Bombardment Greoup and officers and men were

. uoved back to the Oren area, the pllots evenbtually returning to the

i ' [ T

United States in March.ﬁ Boubing technlque was similar to that employed
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under the Zighth Air Force in that level bormbing was the rule, usually

. fronm 6,500 to 8,000 feet, below tke effective range of the 88-ma. and
at the 1limit of tke light Bofors Li. The IZ-7's went out at 500 feet
to avold the rador, 10 minutes before the target was reached climbed
to 8,000, then, after bombing, dived to the deck for the journey home.
Flakx often proved so lntense and accurate that the forriztions adopied
the expcilent of clinbing to as high as 11,000 five miles from the
target and ther performing 2 shallow dlve at 300 mph to bombing alti-
tude, ncenwbile euploylng, as evusive action, course changes of 80
degrees.

Low-level bomblng, in the wanimous oplmion of the pilots, was
Inndvisable on seversl counts., The minimum safe fuze sattln -, for one
thing, was 1l seconds, giving a mobile target time to get out of ttre
vay. They steted that not one out of 10 boabs directed at am artillery
rosltion would score a hit and that against such tergets dlve bombing
was the answer, lloreover, ln low-level operations planes and personnel
tool: an Yextrerne beating" from light ﬂ.el:.52

Cperztions went on, organizsation evolved, and new units were gent
down %0 XIL{ Fighter Command at Tebessa. 4 detactuent of the 47th
Iignt cord Group was at Youls by 13 Decenter, and elements of the 33a
Flghter Group had gone into action on the 7th. As additional fighters

came in, the P-38'3 vwere withdrawn for escort work at stations farther

back. Jetween 14 and 18 December the 94th Squzdron was sent to join

. the parent 1st Grouwp at Blsgkra, and the 14th FPlghter moved to Berteavx
53
on 9 January to begin worl: with the P-SE's.
-.“;'"":‘Wh Sy e e e
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Of the new units, the 47th Iight Bombardment Group, under Li. Col.
P. R. Zerrell, had come to Afrlcs in seven echelons and detaschments,
gone by way of the Unlted Kingdon with the A-20B's, all gradually
ascewbling at edlowna alr bage In French liorcceco, where for a tine
they carried on training., Shortly, however, tne movement to the fromt
Pegan. Six planes of the 97th Squadron arrived on 13 December at
oulkts, where wntil 9 January, wken another increment of personnel
arrived, there were just six men, excluding the crews, to service
them: four mechenlcs, one armament men, and one radio man. Cn 28
Decerber, 13 additionsl A-20's arrived st Thelepte.

In the United States, the 47th had been trained in low-level sir
support, an expenrive form of aerlal warfore in Africe, 1t arrived in
the battle area without bombsights or bombardiere and consequently,
in the midst of combat operations at Youlis and Thelepte, it was neces~
sary to reitraln the group to a large extent. Pllots studied evemsive
action. breskaways, and cooperztion with tighter eseort:; volunteer
bombardiers begen working at medium-level bomblng with the 3ritish
Hark IX-3 sight; =nd mechanles transferreé bord controls from cockpit
to nose, In fact, after tho repuise of the Germans and itailans in
the bottles around Fasserine Pass in Februvary, the 47th was withdrawn
to Canrohert for tralning as well as reﬂ.tting.&

Cormuanded by Lt. Gol. Willien 7. llomyer, the 334 Fishter Group
bed slso eome uwp from llorccco, where it had been asrigned to XII Afr

. Support Coumand, After it had arrived in Africe via the catapults
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on the U, 8, S. Chenangg and H, I, 5. Argber, its regular squadrons
were stztloned at Cazes and Craw fielde and its advance replacements
at Pabat. About its movement to the front, little is known except
sor the lrregular way laj. Philip Cochran accomplished the trausfer.

iajor Cochren hed cormended the first replacewents, lmown ae the
tadvance attrition," of the 336--34 pllots and 35 P-d0F's~.vwbich were
eantgnulied off the ircher on the D plus 6 convoy. At RBabat the re-
vlacenents had no T/0, no mess, and no medlenl fscilities and subsisted
on the genercsity of nelghboring organizations. Ilajor Cochran chris-
tened thex the "Joker" gsquadron and they proceeded to train and fly
Patrols In the vicinity. Eventually Cochran and seven other pilots
were orfered to fly to Oujda, where the P-40'¢c were to be talzen fron
them and sent on to the Tunisian front. The upshot was that Cochran
arrived at Thelepte to take cormend, as ranking ofiicer, of two halves
of two sq;uadronc of the 334 which had proceeded to that most Forwexrd
of all Americsn alrdrcumes. &6

Although less subjeet to miring thkan Youks, Thelepte was by no
stretch of the lmagluation an ideal operatlng base. It had no radar
and properly speaklng no woeralng net. Bovevor, Colonel Raff and kis
prrefroops vere at Perians and the Frenen did what ther could to aid,
placing gendzrres at Fondouk and SLdl Bou Z14 and other polntz to the
east. These latter telephoned in when tkey observed planes in f1i;hé
vub, unskilled ln ldentlrlestion, ther reported 21l zireraft as hostile.
In the Sbeitla-Zasserine region there were Deurleme suresu operatives,

wko knew the Arabs right through to Tunis and obtalned information on
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such matbers as bord damoge, and even an Algatian interrogator skilled
. enough to zet techniczl alrcraft information out of prisoners.55

So far as Thelepte's antlalrcraft defense was concerned, the
47th Group found on its arrival four 40-mn, Bofors and four ,50-cal.
rachine guns., Youks could boast eleven 40-tm., four 90-mm. and a
few ,B0-cel. positions. Doy airdrome patroel was maintalned over both
iields and, although the Ju-88's came in frequently, their honbing
was not very effective and they paid heavily to the P-40!'s and P-38's,
Algrms of Gernan parechutiste added to tre splce of 1life ot the fields
and the pllots on occasion shot out Areb firves suspected of guiding
in eneny raiders.

Velther cunrters nor buildings were present ot either elrfield,
the 47th digging in on hillgides around Youks and Joinlng other wnits
in the Thelepte ravine, a 40-minute walk from toe aireraft dlspersal
aren, The A-20 maintensnce at Thelepte was prodably typleal of
Twelfth Alr Force practice at msny an Afriean airdrome inm the early
dars. Spare parts were quickly exbausted and thereafter came from
wreclzs, Tin from "flimsies! took the place of aluminum for patehing
holes. Spare engines were obtained from dameged alrersft or engine
eylinders were reringed, propeller blades were interchanged, and anong

other improvigations, large drums equipped witn hand-driven fuel

purps and mountel on truelis wers used to carry fuel from the five-
gallon flimsles to the A4-20's tonws, AlL work went on in the testh

. of a high, cold wind with Insuffielent tools and equlyment ond in the
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conptent expectution of eneay air atbtack.

The 4-20's and DB-7's were employed fron both Youks and Tuelepte—-
thelir targets at first determined by the British, later passed down
from Twelfth Alr Force Headgquarters. Occasionzlly, in the carly days
vhen commmicatlons were bad, the fighters diagovered profiteble
targets and fighter group headguarters devsloped the missions. From
1% to 30 Decesber about hulf the targets foeed British or Fronch units
on tho northern front: Pont du Tahs, MHateur, llassicault, Sidi Tabet,
3ub after the lattor date no misslons went north of Pont du ¥ahs, al-
togetier the DB-7's and A-20's attacked doeks twicw, shipping twice,
iirdrones on four occasions cnd railroad targets on nine. In late
Lecember und into Janvary, as the pumber of fxds troops increased in
the syShern sector. seven nissions were carrial out againet tanls
ond tam'c depots, camms, and other twoop concen‘orations.ss

Reconnzissance was an loporfoat 1T routine part of the fishteprst
dutles, especially in the ledenine~Trinoll azrea wkerc the F-33'g
could keep on oye on Rommsl's dispositlons and surply ond often find
nrofidable targets of opportunity., On 12 December, four P-38's yere
out aver tha Gafss-iebill-Gabes aren, strafing and destroyins four
vehieles enet of Leblli, Over Gebes five Fi-120's were glzhted far
wbove and Lt. Virgll Smldh, then the leading Averlean fighter pilot
in Torthwesy .fricu, broke from his flight and climbed into the atiaci-,
“ne Focke-falf he singled out attepted to climb away, but the P-38
closed and fired and the Gerusn plist balled out. Two days later,

the P=i0's were on recomnaissance over Liumassy and Gabes, They
( TREINRIR
* i 3_§ i '
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. cama in over Gabes alrdrome strafing a line of fishters thought to be
| lle-109'e, destroying one, but were mrevented by the intense flalz from
malzing 2 second atback. 4As 1% was, ons P-40 did not return. Besides

the folly of making more thon one strafing attack on an iA-defended

. objretlve, Colonst tlouyer's men vere learning important lessons over
| Punisin, thelr preceptors two squedrons of e-l09G's at Gabes. The

P-40 pllots began basing thelr formations on the principal defense
thelr plane offered--a quick turn--anoa since the Hesserschuitts with
thelr superior climb preferrel the classle oub-oi-the-gun ottac’z, the
P=20's were distriouted so that each pilot esuld look hehint‘t.sg
“he maiden mission of the 47th occurred on 14 December, two of
1ts ailreraft going out with 7 ILB~7's againet the narshalling yards
at Sfax, Jizht P-33's flew high cover and 10 P-40's were close in.
The boobers durped %4 x B0D-lb, boxbs on the yards, izniding o string

of gasoline tank ears ond lenvlng firee visible for 40 miles, In the

afteinoon, with P-38 escort, the IB-7'e vent back to the same turcet
Gansging tulldings adjacent to the tracis.

On the 15th and 16th the D3-7's ran thrce missions aguinst northern
Tunieda and the 17th eaw nine DB-7'3 with three A-20's over a landing
cround near Sidl Tabet, 10 miles northwest of Tunls. ZEscort was by
a dozen P-38's and as asahy Spits, evidently froa Souc el Arba, which
Joined the formation over Le Xef, The boubing was reported as
excellent, all 45 x 8C0wpounders in the peri ieter of tha fisld., 41~
. though thrse !1e-109's abtacked as the formation was leaving tha target,

oll sireraft retirned sa.fely._ﬁo,

v mi-‘mf)
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During the next two days the Flghter Conmand's bombers attacked
rollresd yards at Sfax and Matewr and a landing ground northenst of
tha latter town. With the weather shubtiag down shortly thereafier,
A-20's and IB-7'c were kept 1dle wnill the end of Deceuber. The
fighters, however, carried on the air war., 0f a reported three Ju-80's
attacizing Tebessa and Youks on the 2lst, two were deatroyed by the
P-38's, and a week later a P-38 of the lst Fizhter Group on pztrol over
Touzs attacized one of three Ile~109's approaching from the northeast.
The llesserschmitt fled on the deck but after a chase to Le Zef, the
P-38 closed and shot the intruder down.

On 30 December XII Fighter Comnand concentrated its efforts on
Gabes and encountered stiﬁ" opposition. A dozen DB-7's escaorted by
as many P-08's of the l4th Growpy made the first atiacii--the target a
troop encampment nenr the town. The bombers relassed 51 x 500-1b,
and 6 x S00-1b. bombs and results were reported as good. The D.381g
were fully ocsupled after the formation left Gabes. Tour of then
beat off fivo Ile~109's afier s 10-minubte enzagement. The rermalnder
of the escort meanvhile wae repulsing other interceptors, but three
pllots who brole off in pursult of the llesserschmltis did mot retwrn
to base, amongst them L. Virgll Ssith., Three-quarters of an honr
after the IR-7's, eight A-20's took off for the Gabes alrdrome, pro-
teciad by 16 P-40's; the najority of taelr boubs fell, howaver, in a
wood at the noxtheast corner of the field.
. In the afternoon the I3-7's returned to blast the trocp encampument

with 200~ and 30U-pounders, encountering heavy flak at 12,000 feet

- Jz:lglil ”“!
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Yhat damoged three of the bombers, of which one erash-landed at base,
Again the Luftwaffe made interception, but lost one He-109 to the
P38 escort and another to the fire of g DB-7, The 47th Group ter-
alnnted the day's activities with an attack on a gasoline dump in &
wood at Il Aouinet, nine miles northwest of Gobes. On the return,
four of the dozen escorting P-40's broke off to zttacts tanks near
T Guettar and a susplelous haystooiz northeast of Maknasey., On belng
strafed the haystack burned in a gratifying manner as thoush it had
been camouflaging ga.soline.sl
Sousze bore the full welzht of the attaeclk on 31 December and again
on 2 January. Cn the Slst two misgions went out in the aftermoon,
the firat to the railroad yarde, wnich were boubed from 8,500 feet.
Flalz, heavy and light, infense and accurate, damaged two out of nine
DE-7's, one erashing into the harbor, the octher managlng to return to
base, The second atbac’t fired the dock area on both sides of the
harbor, but twe more IB-7's were hit by the As, vhich exploded one
bomber in mid-air. On the 24 the 47th Group opened the assault by
going in on the docks st 1,100 feet. As the geven A-20's and their
P=40 escort were leaving the target, elght DIB-7's approached at 9,800
and, amld intense flak, scored on tha docks and the towm, claiming
a direot hit on o large merchant vessel. Iater in the day, five
DB-7's raided a troop concentration east of Sousse, reporiing numerous
bursts on a caup. 62
On 3 Januury recomnoltering P-40'g resorted apwroxinstely 50
eneny banks moving westword in the viecinlty of Fondouir el Aouareb
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agalnst the Froench front beyond Xnirouan, ALl Fighter Command activity
was dirscted to this target, almost 100 soriies belag flown by various
unlts, Ghe Panzers were formidadle opponents, gulek $0 turn effective
fire on low-flying alrcraft, and effectively concealing themselves

. under treeg, in bushesn, and camouflaged in fields, Bomblng and straf-
ing went on almost continuonsly from 1100 hours and two tanke were
destroyed, four left Tturning, ﬁme aruor, however, vent on to tale
Fondouk from the French,

Yext day the harassment of the eneny force continued, but at hish
cost., Fowr A-20's took off, with € P-40's escorting, for a low-level
atbaclm~ovidently against tanics at Cherichera. Two of the A-20Qs
and two P-40's encountered three l{e~109's and an Fi-190, and both
Bostons were lost. The high covsr of four F-40's, moraover, lost two
of thelr nunber vhen three move lle-109's nuterizlised. 53

The pmajor eneny base of Iairovan, just behind Fondouk apd
Cherichera, was atbaczed several times during the next two days by

the 4A-20's, but reports dlsugres as to the number of attacks and the

1dentity of the targets, except that a troon concentration in the
public gardens was bombed on the 7th., By 2 January, however, approxi-
mately 16 enemy aireraft wero using the local landing ground apd it is
. likely that this concentration attracted XIL Fighter Command's attentloxn,
| On the 8th, escorted by P-40's, the A-20's went doun to Cabes on &
tanic-buster miasion, the form-tien destroying one of four white-nosed

. He-10Y's which dignuted the Iiassage.eé
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The necessities of TOPCH's widely spread axvhidious landings
dictated the initial organization of the Twelfth Air Forece. QCeneral
Cannon had brought XII Adr Supwort Command into Morocco as an alr
task force, subordinate mot to Gemeral Doolittle but to the Vestern
Teglz Force comander, and g einilax arrangezent oblained asg regards
the Twelfth Air Force proger, which operated dirsctly wunder daj. Gen.
Lloyd R. Fredendill's Center Tas™ Force. .is tas French in western
Algeria and lloroceo capituleted en masse and as Spanigh liorocco, des-
plte recurrent elarms, reumained quiet, the Center and Western Task
Forces penceably esbablished contact in the hinterland on 24 Fovember.
Sven prior to thot date Twelfth Alr Force organization began to shape
ltself for the nev situation.ss

Firet siep was the order of 23 November, by whilch all units of
the Twelfth Air Torce were relleved from assignnent to the tas: force
comisonders and glven over to General Doolittle. The Twelfth's
commianfer already realdzed that he had an unvsusl prohlem on nis
hends, one¢ that could not be wholly met out of previous exgericnce
or curreat organizatlon=l doctrine. On 19 Noveuber, he was writing
fo CGeneral .rnold, swmarlzing the Twelfth's career since D-day and
detailing plans for the future.ss

Hs firgt concern was $o positlion the principal part of ais

stridag pover for the Tunisian encounter. He hoped that the British

would soon assizn a definite secior in the forward area, z hope
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. 67
fulfilled vhen his DB-7's and P-28's took over ab Youks, The
. Twolfth Air Force, however, had duties beyond suprorting the eastward

push. BEases had to be propared and maintained against the threat

of hostlle actlon via Spaln or Sponish lloroecs, and fighter cover and
anticubmarine protection needed to e provided for the convoys to
Casablanea and those threading the western Hediterranean.

To acconplish these ends, General Duolittle signified hig in-
tentlon of breaking the vast African area ints districts, each to be
assigned a small alr force--a composite orgenization operating hoth
fighters and bombers. XIL Bomber Command was to be esinpligned at
some point south of 3one, the exact site probably dependinz on the
location of a suitable alrdrome ares. The Algiers reglon would comprise
another distriet, and to the west of 1%, at Cran, XII Fighter Comuend
would funcilon. For the time teing, XII Air Support Command was to
renzin at Caseblance, until the hezdquariers of the Fifth Aruy wes ece

68

, tablisked, ne conterplated, 2t Cran.

o immedizte developrcnis occurred, the dslay Dosrlbly reflecting

the general uncertainty as to just vwhot forces were needed to contzin
Spanish lorocco -nd the specifie Alfficulty of firding ond congiructing
eirtases. The first gemerel reorygrnization ceze om 11 Decenber, pur-
susnt t0 Generzl Crder .8, and it followsd out in a brcad way Genersal
Doolittle's decign as evinced in hig 19 lovewber lebber, Iowever,

it was not a definitive step znd ushered in a pericd vhen comuands

. end wings vere activeted ond sbuffled in such 2 wuy as to tangle any

cieccusslon of Wwelfth aAlr Foree orponizaticn.
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GO 48 set up five area cowrsmds, XII Bowber Conmand was esteb-
lished in the Telergma-Piskra reglon, 1te territory extendinz from
Pougle east to the Tunlslon Dorder, witk Colomel Fhillips!'! heedguarters
¢t Constantine, Thie did rot, however, distwrd XIT Fighter Comuond's
advance echelon vhich retained resvconslbility for :ir defense of the
Yebesan reglon and for any territory to be capturcd to the sast,

These Jurisdictions proveé firr cowmpared to those crested by G0 #8
forther west.

In tte Alglers area a Central Algericn Comwposite VWing was set
wp under Col. Paul L. Williaws, the Hlgt Wroop Carrler iny to furnish
the cadre, Although Colorel Hllians took comuard and as many as three
stcif assiguments were mude, from oll advices CACH never really
opcrated., 1In the Oran area, eubrscing the territory frow Cap Tenes

to and includiny Oujda, Vestern Algerizn Composite Wing was established,

ihie wing was sotually the rewr cchelon of £II Fizhter Command,
cousandoed from Le Senim by XIT Fighter Command's ohlef of gtuff,

Col. Lawrerce P, Eickey., A staff was dravn frow Fighter Comuznd, and
WACH functloned until the advent of the alr defense wings im February.
In lioroceo a lorceccan Cowposlte Ving was seb wp, which entered into

& series of rother intricate roletionships with XII Alr Support
Comard es o regult of General Carnon's being eommander of both
arganisetions, Actually, M0W did not cone $o life under Col. Sosenhon

Zeam untll the ené of Tecerber, XII ASC contimuwing to function in the

. Irterim, 62
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Although & cerialn auouni of confusicn ensved after the promul-
gution of GO .8, Erig, Gen., Delmnr Y. Dunton's FII Air Force Service
Comrznd (XII ATSC) was able to set up in agrecient with that order,
the cleuente of a siable organlzation. Its own order of 14 Decenver
nerely legiticized three service ares coiands which were zlrevdy
operating in the areas controlled by loroccan Composite 'ing, Vestern
Aslgerizn Comresite 'ing, ond XIT Eember Comuand., Txeept for such
zebbers ac the dlgpositlon of personnel assi;med to service wnlts and
the operation of instullations servieing more thun one zlr fores sub-
comuamnc., these SAC's wers under the comrand jurisdletion of the Twelfthk
Alr Forece subcomrznder eoncerned,

G0 10, 14 Tecenver, Feszdquarters, ILI TS0, ercated the Casshlanca
Service iren Commend (Frov) under Col., Far>ld A, Bartron, the Oran
service Arec Comeond (Prov) wnder Col. George H. Beverly, and the
Congtentine Cervice Area Com:znd (Prov) under Col., Fay A. Lunn.
Service wiite in the Central .lgerlan Compesite Wingis ares opereted
clrectly wder Hezdouasrters, XII AFSC, which hoé been moved from Oran
to Alglers on 13 Deceuber, On 23 December the three SAC's were
respectively redecignated lst, 24, znl 3d Service irea Commande (Prov).
with minor chinges in deslgnation and locction XIL AFSO orgapization
rezained substantially as above throughout the Tunielsn cowpeism, al-
though an attexpl later was uade to organize a fourth SAC for the
Alglers area. ZReflecting the declire in paratroop operztions, on
b Januvery General Iunton wes asslgned the 5lst Troon (arrier Uing
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. aud 10 dayr later his coumond was glven the respongibility for air

transport within the thenter, The new asslgnment of the Blst wae
contested by the trocp carrier unitis on the ground thot 1% iuplied
that they wers nerely sexrvice orpenizatlons, Ilot wntil February did
. they cezee goln. directly to Twelfth Lir Force Headquarters inctead
of channeling through XII A.'E‘SG.VO
Soue cluvee as to General Doolittle's thought on orgenization
vere furniched by Brig. Gen. Gordon P. Saville on hisg return fron
afriea early in Jenvery 19043, In an intervieu at Eeadauarters, srmy
Alr Forces, Gemersl Saville owtlined anc defended the commander's
over-gil plans for the Pwelfith. A basie divislon was fo be nade
, betvecn the fetrilkins forcelw-three bord winge functioning in the
forward sector-—and a "holding corxporetion,® that is a fighter commond
supervising ZIX Air Support Commani and two air defenrce wings in the
rear areas. Al)l three of the fighter commandls subordincte echelons
wvould ve pregared, as regerds alrdromes znd logistice, to euploy any
part of the Twelfth Alx Force needed to safeguord the Stralt of
Cibraltar. i
The key to the understunding of subsequent itrends in the orpani-
zation of the Iwelfth Alr Force lles, however, rather in Genergl
Zisenhouer's aprreciatlon of the stratesic situstion and his plans
% for aprlylns effectlve force agrinet the Axls in Uorth ifrica, In
respect to Spanlsh llorocco and the Streit, hies volicy had been o

N . veaiten the components of the Fifth Aruy in order to heln in the race

CULY L ik
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Tunle and to rely on the Zngland-based INorthern Task Force for insur-
ance agalinst hostile Spanisgh action, loresover, when he was thuarted
on the ledJerdm route, he pulled ou} asdditions] units of the Fifth
Army, set them up ss the U, 8. II Corps, aund placned to use them fron
contral Tunicsls against Pommel's line of cormmicetions.

Therefore, generglly speaking, the next cutstanding event in
Twelfth Alr Force organization occurred in early Janusry--the replace-
rment in the Tebessa area of XII Fighter Commend by XII Air Support
Comnand, vhich latter had been dcsigneted to cooperate with II Corps.
o far as can be determined, XXl Fighter Commendls initlzl situation
in the forward area wzs somewhab adventitious, an ad loc arrangement
to further a campalgn believed at the time to be but a few weeke from
its :Einish.72

X1 sixr Support Comuand's early corcor mey be summarized as
follows: frow 11 Iovember untll 6 Janvary it was relatively insective,
engaged 1o aduindetretion of the lloroccan area, in forming the
“orcccan Composite wing, and in preparing an air force contingent to
dleckorge its obligetion to the Fifth Arcy., During this perlod, pur~
suant t0 an orier of 28 Tovember, many of its combat units were talken
from 1t and passced to the active iront in the Iast, TUoon General
Cammon's tranefer to the Bomber Comrand, XII ASC wae briefly commanded
by Colonel 3ean (30 December~l Jenusry) and Col. Peter S. Rask
{(1-10 Januvery). On 10 January Cemeral Craly, who was to take the

command into the Purdsian sbrugcle, becane 00-.73
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liesnwhlle, on 6 Janusxry another reorganizatlon was decreed and
G0 .8 une reccinded, ZII Alr Suprort Commend was placed directly
wnder Twolfth Alr Force, "excent when attached to other organlzations,®
presumably ground organizetiong. XII Bomber Commmnd remsined un~
dlsturbed Dy the order, and the chlief novelty was the replacenent of
the lloroeczn, Westerr. Algerien, and Central Algerien Composite Wings
by the 24, lst, and 3d Alr Defense Wings, respectively, upon the
arrlvel of headquarters of these latter wniis in the thester. The
4DW's were assigned dlrectly to XII Fighter Command the headouarters
of vhich retired from Tebessa to La Senic to administer then, 4

The designs for American participation in the air defence of
Torth Africa went back at least to 20 Jovember, when a paper on tke
subject had been submitied to General irneld. The plan specified thet
ZI1 Tighter Comrand with four ADV'e be respensitle for the whole
Afriean coast from the environe of Casablanca to Tunie, The fallure
to capture Tunis scotched this project. Alr defense plan« then went
through several modificaticns until the outline of the Tunisiszn batile
vecauie clear. Three headouarters ané headaquarters sguadrons for alr
defense wings were seb up in the United States in December, in the
expectcilon that they would operate at Casablanca, Oran, and Alglers.
The reorgenization of 5 January made this decign officizl, but it was
later deciced to leave Alglers to the Britleh, the third wing eventually
finding 1ts way to the XII Air Support Command forward of Tebesse.

The lloroccan Cemmosite ing and Vestern Algerian Composito ing
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"THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

a7

e LB

AAFRH-14

continued %o function until the hesdguarters for 1=t and 24 ATV's
arrived in the theater and were able tc tske over. The Headogusriers
and Headquarters Sgusdrons of the let and 24 eame into Oran on 27
January; evidently plans had been changed, for the let then proceeded
overland ic Casablanca. Headguurters and Hesdquarters Souadron, 3d
ADd, did not arrive wmbll 21 Februsry and on the 27th wes still at
the bivouse area necr Oren. Commanding the lst (Cassblance) ADVW was
Brig, CGen. Siwocd R, (uesada, the 24 (Oran) Col. Davis D. Groves,

and the 3d (eventuslly witn XII Alr Support Commsnd) Col. Robert S.

Israel.75

——— DDA
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Chapter 1V
wHE DEVELOFPIT OF COLUAND AD STRATESY

Ihe Theater ilr Torge

In the conelstently held view of the U, 8. Army Alr Forces, the
strategie alr bombardment of Germany wes basic %o any offensive against
the Burcpesn Axis., The ROUND-UF plan had been entirely consencat with
this conceptlon as 1t envisloned heavy strategle alr action ageinst
Germeny and Gerren-held territory as 2 necesscry precursoer to a
Continental landing, The air inctrument of this stretegy was the
Eighth Alr Foree, created ever pricr to the adontlon of the EOND.TP
nlan, establisked in the convenlent Znglich base, ard prepared for s
tas: townrd wolch USAAR training and thinking had been pecvliarly
nent-.l

Upon the texporary atandonment of the erces-Crannet strategy,
the alr offensive agninet Germany had been continued on the bagls of
an asgurance by bthe Q0SS thkat resources would be svallable to the
Eighth Air Force and the EAT for a 'constantly increasing intensity
of alr attack on Gerrany. n@ Decplte thls assurance some uneasiness
prevailed as to the effeet of TOECH on what the RAT and USAAF alike
conrldered their nain and most profitable Eurcrean objective.

On 20 August 1942 Sir Charles Portal comcunicated vith Geperal

Arrold In this vein, begrudglng Africa the two groupe of heavy bombers

. (0 TIBETIAL
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which the Zighth was contributing to IORCH. He nolnted out, as well,
that after the Twelfth's rogalrencnbe were satisfied, General Spazbsz,
coaranding the Blghth, would be left with only four fighter grouns
Tor swesps and escort., Although Sir Charles conceded TORCi's impor-
tonce, he hoped that divergions to the Paclfic eowld be cut 6.0!.1:1.5

Two doys later Genernl Spaatz was wrilng the build-up of hig
force in o letter to General Fisenhowsr. Fe made the polnts that the
saccess, of TORCH was largelr dependent on Allied alr suprenscy and
that the springs of Germam alr pover, wunrsachnble froa Afries, could
ba dried up fros Znzland. lloreover, a poverful air force in neland
was & convenlent reservolr of strength for thae alr foree in Afviea.
On the lart point General Arnsld's opinion coinclied. He emrbasized
belfore the Joint Calefs of Staff that iAfrica was inferior in alr bases
end loglstical facllitles and that only a limlted nunber of units could
ve inltlslly operated from that orea, whereas the Tnited dnzdon
cowld suprort zore alr unlts thon were pressntly availladle. In short,
General Arnold aleo belloved it wise to accunulate TORCH!'s aircrafd
reserves in Cnglan-i.é

On 21 October General Spastz ootalned fren the TORIHN coriznnder
definite cegurmnees that his aly forcels vouor would not be vitiated
by further divsrsions., General ZSssnmhover informed him th~t the whole
Fighth must bo conpldered ns in swpport of TOEM and for that reason
should not be randsrsd impotent. lloresvar, the Allled chief rewarked

thot after the corplebtion of TOR0T he whuld "in all probobility? return

LU o HsL
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to the Unlbed Klaglon to prepwe for ROUIID-UP, In the interim he was
ins racving aj. Gen. Eussell P. Eartle, who wag to be his deguby
in England, that the Elghth was not to be dlsturbed 1n 1%s o;_oera.tions.s

Tot a weel: later, Generul Eisenhower was fostering mors ashitious
plans for post-P0ECH alr forces. Assualng the ovedlabllity of the
Africen 1ittoral, he nlanned to place a sin-le command over 211 U. 8.
air unlts operating ageinst the Duropean fxie, This foree, maltlag
uwso of bases™iroa Iceland to Irag," could exploit the stratesic
1obility of the Tlighi echiolons of the =1y force. Noreover., such s
unified comuand could expect to be more favorod by the Combined Chiafg
of Staff thon two or thres separate commands competing for resources
1o destroy Gerucay. Nore effective arguments could be brougzht agalnst
diversions to the Faclflc.

Generul Zisenhower was expllelt in hig designs. He stated o
General Spasntz thot he intendel 49 name him to the over-all comuznd
end to alvocate the incluslon La that commani of the U, S. Ninth Air
Torce. aAnticlputing that ko might be able to put forward this pro-
poaal in & month's time, he instructod Genoral Spaatz to be pramared
to bring %o him in 30 days, wherever he migzht De, a plan in the forn
of a cablegran to the Coxbinei Chizfs of Staff.

General Spantz sccoriingly wmade his arrangements, do couwnted on
moving General Zslzer up from 0F, VILI Somber Coxwend to GG, Zlghth Atr
Jorco, and on ubtllizing the Tipghth Alr Fores staff as the nueleusg of

the Theater alr forge staff, He dirscted thub plans to achleva the
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required mobility ve imuediztely undertalzen, and to Briz. Gen.
Haywood §. Bansell, Jr., he gave the responsibllity of nreparing the
cablegran culled for by Gesnernl Zﬂ.senhower.s

On 3% Getober General Spaabz reported the proposed reorganization
to Genoral Araold, polnting out that 1t enzbled henvy bombers to be
shi fted into as well as oat of the Tnited Kinglom, and remarking that
it tended in the dlrecilon of the coumand setun previgusly sugrested
by the €&, AAF, 2 unifisd command of all British and imerican air
forces on the Zuropenn front. Headguarters, A4, which hed gpent
durlng the autwm o zood portiosn of its time fighting the dlversion
of unlts to the Paciflce, fell 1n vith the plan.?

On 17 Jorember, nine ¢éays after the landings in Afrieca, General
Spaatz flew down to Glbraltar for conferencos with Generals Ziscnhower
eand Doollttle, tearinz with him the detallsl pluns for the reorganiza-
tion. Anmong the documents was a memorandum, "Organization of the Air
FPorecas in ZI0USA," setiing forth the rutionale of the theater alr forse,
The new TORCH air base area, linking geogradhically all U, 8. alr
forces In the Burgsean theater znd placing them in a position of mubual
stport with those in the lAddle Tast, should be exololited by an over-
all alr command vhich would concentratz the mass of its striiring nower
sgalnst the chosen ovjective. And as to objectives, the memorsndunm
reaffirmed that Germany was the principal enemr and that the United
Zinodom was the only base arca canabla of susrorting telling blows

against her; an alr war against Italy, atthovsh nxofliable, wus
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. distinctly secomd in priority, to be undertaten when the weather

hampered England-based boabers,

According to General Spaatz' account, a preliminzry conference
was held with CGeneral Tlsenhower smd furtner dlscassion postponed
untll the Zighth Air TForce couciandsr had visited the thenter. Briz.
Gen. L. §. luter and General Hansell were left at Glbraltar to rowrite
ths plane for the proposed reorganication. A new meuno on organlzatlion
of the air forces in EZTOUSA was prepared which omitted any reference
to the priorities of Geriany and Ituly as targets for an alr war. It
i1s not too much to surmiss that by this tlue Generzl Zisenhower had
diccovered from the sentiments of higher echelons thet he was not
for o conniderable time golng back to the Unlted Klngfom $9 prepare
for ROUSD-UP, and that an alr war on Iialy was a wrime elament in the
current plans of ths President and the Prime :Einister.a

On 21 Jovember General Spaatz returned to Gibraltazr, ani the re-
organizution wns thrashed oub. The glst of the plan was ag follows:
the CG, USAAF in I20, would exercise nis commznd of 21l U, S. Avrny
Alr Torces in the theater from the OP of the theater commander, wkhere
he would maintain a emall etaff. The commanders of the Hehth and
Twelfth Alr Forces would be bir subordinates cmd he would advise the
theoter comzander on matters concerning the LSALT, prenare plans for
its eaployuent, and coordinate strutesic air oporations and strategle

. Plans with the RA¥. The vposition of the Twelfth ily Torce under the

theater aixr force was to be as follows: untill the African bases had
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been conyusred znd cooperatlon with the ground offensivaceased to be
the najor consideratlon ia the llediterrancan, the Twelfth was o e
attached to the TORCH forces. OCnece an alr war on Italy became the
mejor objective, control of the Twelftk or of 1ts uajor components
would Tevart bo the theater alr force comander.

General Zlsenhovwer hesliated, prefervins to walt wntil Tunisis
had been freed fronm the Axls and the WOECH ﬁase aren secured, However,
at this juncture a letter fron General Arnold arrived, sugeesting that
Genersl Spactz join AFEM as alr commonder "in command of all [ﬁ. 5;7
air in Ingland and Africa.’ General Zigenhower determined %o procead.
Reorgenlzation dny was 1 December.g

lleanwnile, Dbacl: In Washingbon, other plans were afoot that sssumed
the success of the Afriecan enterprisa, On 18 November Frime inlster
Churchill addressed & comumicatlion to the President on the subject
of M"Cperations Subsoquent fo TORCH.® Alrendy, on the previous day,
the Comblned Staff Flunners had been directed to utnderiake a study on
the sane general vprollem snd the Prine !linlsterts communicatlon was
later referred o5 them, In ths report of the CPS subcommittee, brougnt
in on 27 lovember, and the discussions snsulng from 1t, there emerges
a further view of the AA®'e desicns for the Zuropean war and of how
General Sovznbz! theater alr force fltted into these designs.lo

The document actually consigted of o majority and a minorisy
repori=-the Intter by the USAAT mewber, Col. R. P. ¥illlamns., The

Frime Uinister's able and vigorous letter hnd contemplzted the
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exploitation of LORCH br further offensives in the llediterrancon ares,
. & noslition vlth which Freqldent Foogsevelt wasg in aceord. Hth the
Lfrika Dorps eliminated and an alr uar on Italy begun, Churchill
found Sielly end Zardinis the logleal next objeetives, and of these
Siclly the more profitadble. He slgo dlscussed ald to Turkey =nd
messltle operutlons in the legesm, Sallan, ond Elaclk Sea areas.ll
The CFS sudcomnititee's majoriiy report followed out the Prime
dnister's concentlon, concluding that TORECH should e exploited and
that intensifleation of the war on Italy offered the best opportunities.
Alr, paval, snd linlted I-nd operations misht turn her into o firsi-
elags uleer for Bltler. llocanvhile, plans for the selzure of Sicily
should oe initiated forthiith under Genersl Fisenhower's direction,
Zo thls reasoning Colonel Wllians preseantsd a 30-page demwrrer.
Fo walghed all operztions looking towards tho exploitntion of TORCH
against what he considered to be the basic concept of Ailled war policy:
en &ir offenclve agalnst Germany's industrial heart followed by a ROTIID.
Uf type invasion. Consequently, he cnaracterized assaulte on Sielly
or Sardinia as diversionary and Ballan operotions in 23dition as
Lloglsticeally impossiole. EHo advocated drawlng up plzns for both
Slelly and Sardinia, in cnge suosequent evonts made their seizure ad-
vizable, bYub any such atbacks should be timed for late fall or uvinter
whern the extensive supnort aviation eould be best spared from operstions
out of Tngland, Denying that the exploltation of TOLCH was an inme~

. diate oriority, he prososed to intagrate Yorth Africa with the RJTw-LP

P
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stratezy. Cherefore the United Ilngdom and North Africa should be
preserved as one theater and, once sultable base areas had been pre-
pared in Afriea, an extremely flexiole and economieal air arm ghould
be set up on the perlmeter of Festung Turona. Squadrons operating
with minimom malntenance mersomnel could move babuzon the Unlteld
Kingfom emd orth Africs and shuttle betuveen Africen cirdrores for

the purpose of satisfylng such requirvements as the stratesic alr offen-
sive againct Germany, normal recornrcissance, and suvport of invacions
of Sleily, Sardinla, or Spanich llorocco.

Colonel illiaas wos mot unaiare of the cap.bilities of the
sfricen base cres. Italy could be puniched by bolk mediuvm mnd hegvyr
poubers to a degree that might pirelyze her wor effort. Cownter-zir
Toree setion, fighter cover, and sntieubuorive sorties provided frow
Yunlelie could reopen the liediterrcnecon to s1lled convoys. Any subge-
quent deccent on $lelly would be facilitated by an interim alr war on
the yeninsula., 3Sut nothing chonped the presige, "The heart of Gernany'sg
capicity bo wege wor ig in Gervany. wt2

Cn &0 Zoverber the CFS considernd tie report of ite subcommittec
tad become rired 1n the pereanizl subjeet of the degree of seourliy
re~ded for the I0C through the Gibralter SHrzit, The Americen members
consiiered tke narrow waterva, overperilous in eese of a Gernsn in-
cursion inte Spain, the Eritish inelrtirg thot it could be kerd open

by slr cover from the scuthern rhore, In the meoting was 2rig. Gen.

mmﬁﬁf 2iv Stafl, Plans. Fis
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ceumient was thet the subject resort falled to tring oub the alterm: tives
to e lLedlterranecn oper“tions.m

On 3 Decesder the OPS zynin too'r up the report, but unable %o
come to any conclusion, referred it back to the subeormittee., On 8
Lecenber the subcormlibes counmmleonted trat, in the absence of & re-
stotenent of the glotal stratezie concernt of the Tnited Yations, it
covld net reconcile the vorious divergent views. She wpshot wes thut
the 0P8 fin=lly sdviced the CC3 that it could not reach an agreerent
vithout an accepted over-sli str:tegle concept.m’

the "various dlvergent wieue" of the 0PS merbership vhich its
subconnitice had been unzble to reconcile ware ewbodled Lln four memo-
rends, prevoared respectively by the 3ritich merbere, some of the U. S.
ATDY merbers, the VBT merbers, and the U, S. Uavy alr mexberg., Those
of the Eritich and of the U. S, Arcy mevbers accepted the continusnce
of the llediterrznean gbtratery ard were meinly dififerent in thoir
estincter of the securiiy of the life line throvgh Cibraltsy.

The USALF mewo, however, consicered further llediterranean amphibi-
ous operations inconclusive and diversloncry and that TORCH cowld best
e explolted b the ererclse of nir mower frew the new bazges. The
memorandwr srecifieclly reccxmended thut ¥tho glokal stratecle concept
defining the alr offensive fron the United Kingdom followed by in-
vasicn serose the Inglich Chomnel we the major Eritlch-ireriesn efford
te rcaffimmed," and "thot thir strategle plan be reevalusted without

delar with o vien fo deterrinction of o target date for the inltizaticn
AR “""“‘t"";"“fﬁi“ﬁw

L DT O RMATCH

YRep— DO e Tlal

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO012958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

*

COVHIRT TIL

AATRH-14

- ——

97

of the lemd invesion, ™D

In the interinm, the organizatlon of the theater alr foree had
proceefied, cubwardly, accordlrg to plam. CGeneral Spaatz arrlved at
Alglers and on § Dececber was announced as Actlng Deputy Commander in
Chief for Alr, Allied Force. O(n 1 Deceuber Genercl] Zaler succeeded
hinm s comrander of the Righth., In actunlity, kowever, the lozle of
r. theater alr force was belng called into guection by the turn of
events.le

As concelved in Cobober and Tovewber 1242 by Generzls Eigenhowver
end Spnabs, the thester alr force orgsnlzation wos predlcsted on an
luzedizte return to the RIGD.UP girotegy, once TOECHE was coupleted.
Tot only vas TORUH copsicerably incompletc by the first weex 1in
Leceuber, bub, sinco 18 lovember at least, the President and Prize
Hnicter, if not thelr sbaffz, had been In substantial agreement trat
the lledlierrcnenn strobesy would be contlnumed after the securing of
the lorth Africen littorul., Therofore the tkheanter alr force, slthough
its ratiornle hzd beer shifted somevhat yuith the changing situntion,

tock on an uvwareal tinge in the swirling strstegic fogms of late 1842,

ihe Genesis of the lNorthweat Afxiean Alr Xorces
vore thon the thentor alr foree comcind, however, had been dis-
Jointed by the fallure to clear Tuniela, Gereral Sncatz come on tke
secene a2t o time vhen the alr coorend srrangementes In Afries had ther-
zelves develooed serlous shoricomings, By the TUECH plan the Twelfth

2 ”%’-Bz {ﬁ"fm
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. Alr Force anfl tha Fastern Adr Command initlelly had been glven separate
taske end crees of resconsibility. The 340 wae to cooperate vith the
Firet Army’s drive for Tunls, znd the Tuelfth was to ald the Fifth
Aroy in the pecificatlon of Algerla and loroeco and 1n any actlon
nade necessnry by a hostlle Spaln., It was not anticipated that the
tus alr forces wonld operate from tke seme arcss until gome six weeks
or two monthe after I-day. Such integration of their efforts as mighi
ve necesgary wae to be necorpliched frer AFH(, vhere a (-3 for air,
Alr Vice larrchel A.P.I.. Saunders, had besn installed,

The Irench, after the battlecs at Orzn and Casabdlanca, hod needsd
no further pacification ané the Spanisrds had cormitted no overt
acts. Tnc Tuwelfth therefore hud been throwm into the Tunieisn strugcle,
which for fronm provirg o prelude to Lommells entrepaent, prorised to
provide a Lost serious test for illied alms. Onee rewoved to Alglers,
ATEY, lost something of ibs combined nmoturc, Iigenhower set uwp head-
guarters in the 5t. George Fotel; Admiral Cunningher, the naval
coxraner, revalred abonrd ship, and Air Marshal Velsh to iaison
Carree, six milee outslde the eity. Genersl Toollitle, who at least
had moved in from Oran, meintained still cnother separste hesdquerters
in Algiers. Out at Thiliypeville, Alr llarsha) Yelsh was represented
at General Jnderson's C7 by hie senior air staff ofticer (9480), iy
Comsodore Tawson., This dispersion of hendquarters mignt have been
. vorne hod cormmaleations been adegmnte, but urhappily commrnicztions

were appalling and General Doolittle and Air larsbal ‘elsh frequently

?%E:%m 1“;21 l'::i.”,"}-
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wera forced to travel conclderable distarces for personal contersances.

"ith the Tuelfih 2nd the Zal both 1n the batile area, vhers air-
drories wore few, the LC0 was erecking, end the westher atrocious.
General Zisenbhower initially directed thet Uelsh effect the integra-
tion of tke two air forces. Inis was loglcesl enough, since 1t was on
the sir merehal’s territory and recources that the Uwelfth ves impirg-
ing. Xowever, slpce Velsh could not corzond the Americsn scucdrons,
aisslons had to be arranged By constent consulietion with CGeneral
Toolittle, and misspprebensions even arose ag to the employment of
the Youl:s airereft, control of which had been given over entirely to
the First irmy. Thus, oo Dlseshover's deputy for alr, General Spastz
found himself with & tasik fully as irportunt as thot he originally
intended te verform st AFES,

The CCS hed taken up the quection of alr comusnd in the Iediter-
rarern on 19 Zovermber and asked for the views of all interested parties.
Loreover, the Comzandiers in Cnief, !Hddle Zarst, hed corlier studied
the problem on the asswmition thot the llediterranean would be the
secre of the Unibed Tatlons! najor effort in 1943. Tven in lovember
Integrrtion of tre Allied cquundrons eoomersting wita the Plret Avay
ves on inter-tneater affalr, FAF, llta, hitting hord at tre ixis
pridgekead, loy uwncer the jurisdlction of 11édle Tust, and the solution
afvoneed by the AC0, (LU, Ar lsrshal Tedder, woe 2 vnified :ir commans
Yer the weole !lediterrchncsu., It is 1likel:r tiaot the subestomee of

Yedder's vliews vos urged upon SFEG ix esrly Decewber by the Britisn
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Chiefs of Stzff, but General Figenuower objected to a thoroughroing
reorgani zetlon of comiand in the midst of battle. He wished to post-
pone the quectlon wntil Tunisia hnd been clearcd, altnouga he ndmitted
that the 3ritlsh plens were sound. FHe was forced, however, at the
sgne tine, to represent Genersl Spactz' recent ansoilntment as a stop-
g8p measureé, ln no way laterferlng with the CCOS prerogatives of desciding
on the eventuzl orgonlzation of air command in the Mediterranean.
«hroughout Decewber, then, General Spastz, without comrend fune-
tions, labored to integrate taec efforits of tke Twelfth and Fastern Alr
Comnand and performad such tasizs as that of dividing replacesonts
betivoon the Zighth end the Zwelfih. The clisest cooperation wae zaine
tained vith BAF, UMD, and iir lnrshad Yedder attendod orzanization
conferences nt AFH{, What he ohserved there only confirmed him in the
vellef thab over-all commnnd was a necessity., Fluwlly, at the end of
that raiay Decesber vhiech burled hopes for the immediate capturs of
Tunls, Ceneral Tls.nhower tool: adwailege of the lull in the gromd
battle to stroighten out his air command sitm‘bion.17
The 3risish had previcusly sugsesbed thot alr Jarshal Tedder be
zude alr comunnd:r with operational control of all boubers in the
llediterranazn theater, Sinea, however, Gener:l Yisennower considered
thay Tedder cowld not serve tuo ground counanders and that 1t wos en-
tirely escential that bis alr consnder heve control over thie Zighth
4ir Foree &s well, he deteruined o avild the issus by propssing

General Spanbz on alr com guder fox g;ha:’I\OEGE- are., enbrusiins the
» ! . ! " ~
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intagration of the Africun bosher effort temorarily to his good
relublons with Z5F, (I, and to the fin-l esisbhlishnent of a single
alr comand for the theuter. He hoped that the necessity of resuri-
in: the United Winsdon-TORCH-I14dle Znst ires ae one, so far oe U, §
long-runge boubers vere concerned, would be recosmlzed in the final
recianias,

Cn 81 Tecerber, thecifore, e propssed to the G0S that Cenersl
Snaatz bo set up dlrsetly underiFH] as com.cader of the TORGE air
forces, on tha ground that the utilization of Briti-h end Anmerlecan
alr walts in the saze area required such a sted. FHe left the full
unifiecation of air effort ia the theater to later decision by the
Uoublned Chiefs. The reaction of the 3ritich Chiefs was favor.ble,
They agread to accent General Spuntz as comuander of the DT in the
TOECT ares, -ithout mrejudies to any later 033 deeision to set s a
wnifled alr eo:mazed for th:; vhole Neditesranean, vhich they cousidered
the besd solution. The British Chlefs gtobeld, hewsver, that they
wlghed {2 2stablish an or-naizution in northwest friea wolch would
nrovide adequately not only for strategic bombing but for supnort of
lord and ses forees, ~eneral reconislggonee, and nisht fighting, in
81l of shich they considsred the R4F especlally experlenced. ZThey
progosad therefors that Gensr-l Spaatz' Culef of Staff ve an TAT
officer cnd thut there also be a szemlor KAT ofileer on his staff
specizlly gualified in mzintensnce and supplr.

As 1o the subiivisions of the unified air force, the British

envicloaed that they should comris-= '%9&;1 4‘::19: znd Britigh uwmise
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grouped accosding to thelr funetions, tzetiexl requirsnents, ond
loglstic woseibllisies, One subsorumnd -ould esntrol heavy and medlvm
boubors snd escort fighters anl engage in strategic bowbing undor an
Azeric-an conuander. A second, under 3ritish cormand, wouwlé exolor
seneral recomucissance aud day and night fighter aivsoraft for word
defenss, protecilon of shinsing, ond cooperation with the Foyal wAvY.
Lasily, a third subcomawnd, likewise under an FAY officer, would
devote 1isell to cooperantion with growad forews, Atbtached to it
would be light bombers, Aray cooperation squadrons, and fighters,
Thoto-reconizicmance alreraft probably, thousat the British, were best
ratalned mier direet eomtrol of cir hendauarbers with a foriurd de-
tachzment possidly operating unler the srouud-cooperatlon command. 13

On 4 January General DZisenbowsr disnabched a cable o the 003
and the British Chlefs of Staff reporting his essentinl ngrecment with
the labber's plen., However, for the nresent he meznt o preserye the
continuity of the Tastern Air Coauand znd the Ywelfth Air Force. The
old orgondlzations bad already solved many of the diffieult aduinlotra—
tlve prodlens peculier fo the thester, snd the zreas in which AFHG
wag currently Inteorested with respect to g:rowzd operations vere wldely
sexrated. In gemeral accord with the Britlsh plon were the functlons
he Intendel assignlng to the two nir forces., -iC wus %2 conbrel a
ceneral reconnclesance ond sir ctriking foree to hit shipping % gen
ond a do end nicht rignter lorce to defend the worts and bae™ oreas.

Chrouzh 2 subsrdinste coaunnder TAY was reswonsibvle for close cover

. GOy 1Al
W . A DAY !\3:"1“'.|rw4\\i1 !i
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and coogaratlion vith the First Arvmy. To the Tualfth was assimead
the task of carrying out strobeglc bomdardzent with heayr and medium
beavers «nd the doubls duby of cooseration with Aserlcan ground
forces in Tunlsla, and if need De, in llorscao.

In elosing, Ganeral Fisenhowor shated that, in view of the -lnpor
differsacas betwzen his plrn ond that of the Sritich Chiefs of Staff
and vecauze of the necessliy of immedinta cetien, he was organizing
forthwith, H> was as £ood os hils word. On 5 Jemuary the Alifed sir
Toree ans cebivated and General Spaatz possed from nis position as sir
adviser %o General Elsemnower to elr esivinder. Alr Vies larehal
J. . Sobb becuae his chisf of staff. 4s to his duties, General Spautz
recelvad on the sany day a ddreetive whiah sot forth hig peculiar
vositlon, Ee was 5 coordinate the operations of She Highth wvith
those of the Allied iir Force. ie was to cosperate vith RA®, 13
ond mediate between the Tighth, the Twelfth, ond the Znstern Alx
Couzzemd with respect to replocement aireraft. The A111ed Ay Torce
thue becoie the linkt between the VU, §. thester air force which kad
been projected for ths post-TORCE wneriod snd the .orthwest sfriean
Alr Forees vhlen emerged leter as the ansver to the organl zational
neads of the conlinuing Africm ca.:;:aign.lg

Thet £11ied Adr Porce was @ sbopsap and a couprosige should not

doscure 1ts nerits. lbst obvious of these was the vlaclng of a coamon

oxmnnder over the Iwelfth and the ZA0.* Thereby 1% ended the

* "ne prinelsel dfficulty hos rowilt2d from the .ot thet we did not
have = ﬁ;m.l,e_ Qourand in the sreas from which we operate, "—-General
Daolittle §o Staff !leeting, \eréTi‘tﬁ A, Forggy-1 Des, 1948.

Itallcs in orizinal. w‘*mh_____
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de Jure scpurrtion of the two alr forces decreed by the the LORCH
plan--a geparnblon long since rendered snsmalous by the eourse of
events in Afric.. It sall sfled CGenoral Tisephower's convietion that
the Zighth and Iwolfth Adlr Torces were both necess .y to the fortunes
of WORCE, It provided a workable and sorcly neaded orgonization until
the President, the Prime linister, znd the Oombined Chiefs would choose
definitely bebueen ROUSD.UP ond the exploitation of TORCH, It could
be develoged %o conforn wlith elther choice.

he 0dds speinst immedinte initiatiin of BOUND-UP, however, were
lensthening., The alr plonmers in ‘ashington had seen any chance of
the immediate organlzation of Lts corollary theater air force stymled
by the tenzeclous Axis lodguent in Tunisla. Beyond Allied iir Forze,
roresver, they saw other mlons emergent--plans for an over-all
Yediterranean aly comant, plans vhich anjleiputed a major effort
against the "underbelly® cnd vhich forsshadowed the Cagablanea decision
to come. Suanll wonder then thot AC/AS, Plans, after a consldered view
of the command develonments, commented that "they lookel to wnlfled
Anglo-ieriean alr comnond throughout the llediterranesn with nartievlar
focus on the Tuniglan struggle-~to the partial eclinse of our over-all
strategic plan for Duropesn operatisms.”™ 4 better suzmation of the
periinent decisions ot Casublonen eould hardly be foumi.‘eo

On 14 Janvary, the President and the Prize linister came together
at Anfo ville on the oubsl:irts of Casublunca., DThere for 10 days the

state of the war and deslmms for its vigorous prosseution wers

VOOFIDEHTIAL
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considerad in the wide ferms of global strategy, tiue tosk not being
lirktensd by the noanttendince of th- U.5.8.B. In the nature of the
case, plane ond praspects for the Afrleun campalgn played a leading
role in the discussions.
liost luvortunt stxateglenlly wus the decision to exploit the

Afrleon ledgment and deployment by further !lediterrsmesn offoneives,
Lhe previows laclx of such o decislon at the higheat level had exer-

clged n muddying effect on contamorury plamine--iitncss the @iffi-
cwties of the G735 in Uashington ond the abortive plan for an over-sil
U. S. zir force in TIOUSA. Tho step was finnlly tolzen in spite of the
T. &, Joint Chiefo! profercn:e for a 1247 oross-Choanel operntion, bub
the JCI wers able in refturn to estavlish their conteniion thet Sleily,
rot Sardinin, wne the nroper next objective in the “wdlterranean.ﬂl

In seeardanee vith the over-.ll strotesle declzion and in viaw

of the progresslve de fuzio fusion of the !1ddle Zast and Jjorth
African thecters, tne CCS ot Casaolanca preseribed nev comind arrense-
penbs for tho ledlberransan, Tor LUSY, the nrojected Sieilian opers-
tion, thke present Yaval Comrcmdar X Force, Fleet iduiral Cunninghan,
was o assais the title of Cormander in Chier, llediterrunewm, the
oresent O-in-0, llediterramesn, to Pecoune C-in~C, Levant. A sindlcr
arronge.znd was recehed In regard 4o the lond forees, .4t an uwnsiinu-
Luteld tlue afber the ichth Jray hod erosced the Tunisinn frontier,
Ganeral Alemnader wns $9 be designated Generl Hisephover's Iejut:-
Cormender In Chief ond the “Hohth lray would pass to ATHI'g eo rand

Subjeet to CGencral Tiscmhower's smoroval, Genesral iLlexander's irvnmediate

Y kS T T i T i
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. tas’c thereafter would be to comarnd all 4llied ground foxrces on the
Tunisian fromb. °

The GCS aleo agreed on an over-«1ll glr eocwani fox the lledlter-
ronean by adonting the substonce of the British provosnls. As air C-
1n-G, llediterranesn, Jir ‘rikhur Tedder wags chosen. TUnder him wers to
pe twds princical cuvardinctes, the 4lC.in.3, _oxrthwest Lfricu (CGeneral
Brantn) and the ACDLin-0, I1ddle Tast (Mdr Chief Iirshat Sir Sa20lto
Tourlss). Tae organization of Graneral Speatn' commond, the future
AT, wes speelfieally 1ald Cowm,

Cenersl Srastz was &> howe rt oig dinpoecd the estern Tesort
Adlr Torce, the Twelftn idr Torce, ~nd tho Thastern sir Comwond, Troa
tiicsn el2zenbs he wng roavired by the 025 to form three wnln sub-
coinanis—— hesv; cnf codivn bouwer foree ulth ap-rooriate esgoyrt
Tightore, ¢ coaztal alr foreo for nsrt and chir-ins profection, and
o tactical wir force or alr suprort eo.iind, The last v $0 wort in
conjunction with Ceneornl llerander and to cymprise tne three :ir de-
tockuente coomerating with the unin ground forces ringsinz the Lxls
bridgehend, tae Sritish Tiret cnd Tigkth Arsdes, ¢nd the U, 8. I
Corpe.  Tvldonbtly, agreensni had beon reanched on the conuznder of this
actical oir forge--Alr lnrekal Cir Srthnr Canin-hnn, currently hend-
in~ UVestern Doscrtd Sir Iorce, Fhese arvunse.cnts were in essence a
develonuent or the plrn acrexd to oF General Tisenhower on 4 J.nuaxy,
Just before he petivated the [1llel iir Force. dnor Getzails vere

. lcit Yo Adr U arshed Tedfer rnd the dete for imrlemcating the new

e S W INRIHA T
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orgenization waa not cooeifl+d, bub herecfteor oir orgonization in
Torthwest Africo proceedsd accerding to tre masber plan.‘?’s

zg far a1 the Zipoth Adr Torce was concernod, the Anfa hillton
calied a halt to its "porlous days,” as an VAIL Jomber Commend history
later dubbed the waning nontas of 1942 and the eayly months of 1943,
The Gigntn had been sufferin; from the lack of & clear-cub, lomg~-term
dirretive for its work:, the lack of replocemcnt airersf{t and erevs,
the lrcx of goed boubin:, vesthor, ond the necessltles of suprporting
CORCH, DRepolr of ite Dboiters had woited vpon the restying of the
Dwelfth's alrernft with the reswlt thot scrviceability was low zhnd
ghortires were nigh, The Sop prioriiy targets were the submarire pens
in the Toy of Biccay, whlch ueant that VIII Bouber Commupd woas plnred
down to highly delended torzote.

5% Cascolancn, this crisle wns met ond passed., Genernl Zolrer
rag erlled down fron Tnglond are was able to conviree Vinston Churchill
thunt the Iighth's leeflfectlveners of recert onths wos no faull of
its own ond thuat the nronoseld comivrsiop of it~ bochers fo night
opereticng In coneert vlih the T4F would Te f-—wrocticeble znd waste~
ful., On 21 Jrmuary, the C0S lssucd o dlrceblve oz tlie bonber cffensive
from the Tnited lngfem, Thig docurent recffim.ed the stratogie bowb-
ing poller velch rnd founded the Zighith, zsmured the coniinuence of
Gorlisht bonbing: fron the Unlted ¥ipgdon, ond freed General Taler's
foree to o lerge extent froa the exigencies of nidipg IUELR end from

-t

depindenes on TOTSE
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Herezlter the Zizhth went lts own way in :’ngla.nd.“é‘
. The for..l ceporntlon of Tnmdual -md Africs caze later when Heod-

quorisrs, Vorth Afrisan Theator of Cpesrotions, Tnited Stabos Lrmy, wos
cotoabliched on 4 Febrosy unier Genrral Tigenkgwerts coumni, .neriecan
forews in Dasliand remained inm EX0USA and . olr fores wum, L. Gen. Fran:
e Emforeur, wag 102labed 0G.  The getiing up of LIOUSA gyadolized nnd
lorleamented the Casablunes decicion (Dot the iwmninsnd afve 13% %0 Ddrea:
iate toe Duwroscan Torless: was  So Bz oade ia the ledlfsrranewn, frow

the ifrloan sorvingbouyd., Tram Taglard, for the Slae beinz, ondy on alr

"

~r
sffengive would te wounbed, ™V
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TUeu Yezr's Dy of 1948 found Toucel's divislons in the nelziborhood
of Zuerst, sone 00 uilas weabh of 3 4-heila, “here the Wadl Zeusem
and adjacent cowntal zardhes held oab rome kove of del.iyins tho oncoa-
I1n;s Britlsh Zighth Sroy. The afrilty Jorps had bad 1ts rear punished
tro weoks before at Uadl lntrutin, but for the st marb 1t had nade
1ta warr sefelr wal in entrens haste froa 3 Acheila, leavring hosts of
uings and booby trans ln lts wake, In fach, the Toams rebdra-ted so
rosldly thot first the Jipth Jdr Sorce's ueliwis ond then its fignter:
ran out of boubinz targsis, prietieel thoush they were in exploiting
e rupld advence of the arny.

In Tunieln, General Elsenbouver vas ocerled in sepurating, so for
8 praglble, the supply lioss of his aula forces. The British First
Arey wag bosed ot much-bombed Bore, drawlag its susten noe thriuzh
Lz @2lle ond Sads thras. Swelfth Alr ITorce woc based on Fhilinwevilla,
ite smplies golng by rail ond road drzetly to the eouth., II Coxus,
novly arriving nt the front, -5 bosed hoeln ot Oran and Lulgders; via
the exoerable rall llne ranning enzt, its ctarves onie to Constantine
sad thonee by metre-ganze rolliny to the odvamce depots bt Zebersa,

II Coron, debtach~d frow the Center Tusl: Force ot Oran, etbsdied

Allied Jorcel- hares of brea.u.nr- ths ieddnc’: *mﬂch had exisbzl sinee

o CiRE AL
- .o .‘Ll l jj ll\{' ll‘ii Lh\l 111 ﬁ;&L - - -
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early Deeover, Aftcr 1t Lhod becsae movaresnt that "Someral nd" would
not ralax his gris on the Iirat Arsy sector until at lenct llhareh,
Genoral Tlssnhower had turned bls attention to c2ufral Tunisia, whence
an abizelr cowdd be mouniad cn the communications between Tounel rad Ton
Arnla,  Tifth Srny Headquarter: eoumenced the plannin- in Tesexber

rnd on e Yeaxrts Tay II Corpa’' siaff assex®dled in slglers to nresare
for Cperation SaTL, 2

accorddng to IT Corps! report, thrern wlierncilve slans were drawn
un, oll requirling the SARIY Digl: Forse, of vwhish the U, S. lst lrumored
Division was the core, to be concentrated forunrd of Tebessa. In
Flen 4, S$fox was to be faion and the SIF voddd then operute northwurde
ogolnat Srasse, Slan 3 conternlzbed the cupbure of Gates and o north-
vard avveasnt agniact Sfax. 3 Floa O, Yodrousn would be tivten as ure-
Lininary %5 wn advence on Sousse. The choice among these plans devolved
on Gencral Zigwmhoier; he gecws fo have degildsd first on o woarlent of
"A, Y then on Y3." [uecespfwlly c.rried out, cliher would g1lit the
Axls forees into tuo pociiests, and even 1f Sfax could not be held.
terporary occuration would e of sabst:matlzl cid to the Dishth Jxuy,

Tor Vhe bulz of Fomtel'ls sumnlics enue domm bo STax by rail froa Tunds
3
end 3lcerie,

Zke project bnd 1ts rislks. In the first instonce, saceess Cerended
on o esordincied ottacl: byr the Tighth “xwr on the lraxreth Iine, thr old
Trench vorits In tmich Fommel woo expected to zale his stand, Toiling
such o exnjunciurs, the Jfri lorps could ensily dewach enousfi stren~th

to Jespardize SiNIM's sonthern flaw’s ond its cormwnlcablons with Algerls.
N U
CONANGITIAL
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SATEN s porthern £lar’s wne elzilarly villnersble to a Imowa concenbration
of eneny cywor around Inirouwon. Cen-rol Zisenbower rozlized that the
Myst srmy vould huve o be employed simlisneounsly in loczal atiaezs

to conlaln Von Arniu ln the north, clinough he was relustiznbt t2 use in
this way o force building for deecisive setion in the spring. SATIN alse
sreconted dlfficeultles on the logistical side, COnce sast of ths Tebesun
rallbeds, oll sunalies would kove to proceed by motor transpart 160
niles to the sea. To get the necessary voaleles, true't walts were
tronsferred froa poxt cnd dase creae, tal esacsostion on the gunrs was
aec2eatol, It wan honed that wson Sfax'e capture mainbenance could be
conalderably easod oy dint of 14ddle Zast convo:;s.‘g‘

Genersl Tigenhowver's first ehoioces for the SATIC counsnder wos
Geaerel Clox's, bub ke pecled hizm to hend the TLLR amer, cotlyubad ot
Cuidn en § Jnnvnry, Therefore, on 1 Jonuery, he an-olnted Genorsl
~redendall Yo the commnund of II Corwe, which Included the 1lst .rvored
Tivislon, th: 701let %D 2attallion, the 4434 (A Batialion, -nd the 25&h
Tegluental Coubat Tean plus the Oth ZA Sabtalion amd thae 601st TD
Sattulion., Addition=1ly, walar Gereral Fredenf-llls co.uumnd were the
“renen Congh nbine Division and o Driticsh pazatrosn brigzde.

I3 orders for air suport wlso went forvrrd on 1 Jamury. Zir
~arpehal JJelgh was to provile cocictzmes from 242 Grous, incofur as i+
wA5 nov eornltied at the time to the Tirst Avcy, bvut the zain borden
lop vith XTI Adr Zuoport Coasend, eoamanded by Genrr.l Cralyg at Tobessa.

ELL AST Decowme responsible not only For cooparstion with II 8orios bub

CECORITY I EORNATIO Oi!
AP st
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for neeting raquests frou Treach clesents for oid south of an east-
wast line throuch Tecshret oa Dobouss, these reguente to be poesed
tarsugh Generol Fredendall. lhweover, XIT 423 wor exnovered to arrence
Jatanl eselcfonee with 242 Grown to the north

Cn 9 Jenuery, General Crois'- oir estblichment consisted of +uo
understrensth squadrons of the 334 Flghtar Growm and the entire 4712
Ligat Zowmbordment Crowp, Skhe P-33's of tho 14%h Group were in process
of celog withdrram, The rirdrose cituution had beea wuen improved.
degides Youlrs, inelined to =ud, trere vere the tuws all-uenther fields
ab Zhelepte omd forunrd lundln: prommds ot Gifsn rad Steitln, 4 £304
nart of tris develoam-nt rearosentel the uor'z of the 823th Adrborae
—nginzer Comsany (Ava) which, beocides contributins 4o the cstoblishuent
of zonz of th- rbave fi2lde, had construcked tvo rmuweys a2t Tebesen,
one =t Le lowlf, und hurdstomds ob Zolos Dlerd . la nddition, 1if SAXIV
orolzy throushk to the esnst, Cencr.l Orois eould count on ~irdrozes ot
Cabes nd Sfax,

Crailg, however, uvas not ovorlepressed with his ecowscnd. On the
Yth, he wag exbline Toelfth Adr Toree uecadrugriors, call ing attantion
to the low serviceability of {tho 331 Groun nnd the "inaffectiveness!
of the 47th, unleh he eansidersd g3571y tradmed in 11 rossocta. Ia
fuet, ho rocowmenlied thut the <474h bs witndrom oefore SLTL Bagzn ond
replacel by o P-39 crow equlnted uith S7-:, eammon,  Ye oles ulshed

cadoueriers to elarify the stuiue of the Lafavette Dscudrilie,

schedulcd ghortly B0 arrive in hire ares, or tne iamression prevatled
)

hot the Srenea Sy 1onld condrol thi- vmtt.,  Tuelfth Alr
D N -v?"“ﬁ"’“""* — Lt“,r“,.,‘_""_:_::;i
e L.."”L'“’"' T g‘{) li‘iﬁ?"“l
,Lr_-\_gk. A - | -.Jl_l\ i.
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Torce repllcl th t o sguodron of MO-mi.~equipned P-30's wag on tho tay
to LI 473, cub thet it could not coiren to the relief of the 47th
Crow, Lvo dys loter, afber ke hud abtendzd o conference ot II Corvs
kendquariers ~t Constmtine znd hnd tha onerction eutlined o hix,
Genernl Ornls cawz to the conclusion ¥t he hud pot enowgh air nover
to perfor: his rlseion. Fe considered thot four fully oporational
Lfizater saqundrons remresented the minima for effcchlive smrort of
JaKT.s,  Drolfth sir Iorece virved baelr thut strensth in eveess of four
squadrons v5i14d To wvellabls b0 XL 450 by D-dzy. General Doalittle,
horever, concurred in Genercd Orais's ol.m $o eonssrve nis onerational
strength for the Tortheo.lr tast.

feraros reflesting thle eonssrvation wolley, “IL 350 was relotively
incetive, ercapt for norcai recomnnissance, in the 10 doys frou § to 18
Jomwawry, I Coree was still ascexbling in tane forvward area, ni the
Garzonn cnd Itelione nade o inzeliate move, Cenernl Qrals besan
reeelving the reimiorcsments he hod asized for: the 4tn Saundron of thas
628 (rowp (updtfires) and the et and the 224 Sguadrons of the 81st
Growp (P-37'c) cmnc into Thelepte before 20 January: the Lafayette
Escadrille also arrived and General Craip was confirmed in his eowrand
of the unit, Tae only operctions of nobe tool:r place on $he 10th, The
enterprising njor Cochren, then comunding the Z%d Grows's Ehth
Sguadron, drouped n EOD-pouni towh scusrel;s om Geriom headowriirs at
the Totel Spleadidn in Jlairowsm, dwmalishing the Tuilding, wmd on the

srwe Aoy bhe A-207z yont dovan to Kebllii, Berond the Choth Lierid.

GOHFIDENTIAL
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. Ziat of theom with o kdd-donom cresrting #-4"'e mde o lov=-level
whfac: cn the 2llilery clap; e Zortops dropped 44 x I00-pounders, rnd
votih boubors ond fighters sirefcd ihe tov.,n.?

watiever Cinersl Oralgy shought of T AfC'e motentinlities vith

. vespeet to TARIL, as 1t turncd oubt his cotuumd tu.m not reouwind so
enryy terevgh the wlen.  Gurornd Zlgenbower siteried the Caza¥lixer
conlererce oxr only omr &Ly, MU J mwoaryy be reparbed on tle progrese
of the lwvalsiin cauzclgn and conferyed with Ceneral Mexnnder. Iron
the lotter, hoe recelved ma eporcciction of the TEichth Lripie protrble
sehcfule.,  Gonered liondgoncr; 4LE not expcet to weoch Zrlpoli Belore
Inte Janmar; or to be in wocition o cileeh the Lretk Iin: before
LAITvruory. A ccorddneted wbtoes on the «AWIN Dedoy, 23 Jenunry,

128 luponeitle,  Gener:d) Zicomhovor, 1u ooy eoco, hod ket Geen over-
cnthunlectia obout the sroject, ~nl on 17 Jomver:s he wired the Cou-
erdor ln Chicf, Jdddle Tioh, that they conld coneel Sheir crrongerents
for converrs o Sfcx or Gubes, Ee d1& xwot, hovever, rrocore to ulopt a
wured;s defencive atidtule In central Wund:ic rzd instrueted II Corzs to
act wo wpgwcenlecly o5 possible agalnet the Axirc co.cumle: ticms with-

[}
gut oo Aitixs 1t 2dn Tarcoc.”

i‘;iz ’illis-s}_ g ”"Qrﬁxi ("‘Q\m -onﬂ_
Hecesrory 1o onr vegouxt of the involved gerien of wetions waleh
begoam in centroadl Tualeale ip tho lest huls of Janucry is o jlance at

. the rolevont Tunlsirnm topassrooky, rotber lyvolved in itsclf, le oak

LOnRDE I!
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oraiinent 2llitury festure of the r:plon s tke Qrand Torsal egrrtexn
“hieh Legdlnes by faerdighin- the couthern tourdiry of the Tunie plodir nnd
rxbends frou Cop Son on the north to the Cnotts, the scdt lokes to the
vest of (avec. In the wielndiy of Fout du Tuhe, twe ronges of ths
Grond, Doronl becose crrnorent, vith the valleys Tetveon roamiecg in o
gener: 11y soullvest fo porbhenst drection. The Jzztern Iorsal stretches
routliord to the Chotte, with prnores at ZTondow:, Faid, Molwrascy, snd
Gafro, 1o thoet order., Ihe Veshern Borscl parallels i, But benés rother
foxrtbher to the werl o~ 1t cgorcrcker the Chotte, In the passes mnd the
enpltr vollelrs betreen theore rvored oystene the battler of gentrsl
g

Toenielr vere Tov hi.

In sid-Dezezdor, Geners) Glreud kol oug cebed bo i30G tkat the

Trench XIX Corg: tolie over the defentse of thse Tustern Dorsal. The pro-

&

rosul rud its oeriter the slinm fuwerdean ord Tritish forces necded csris-
traece; the ston had fefinite politieanl and Lorele vwlues: ond the
~ountilne ~ecmel the onl;” terreln -haoxe the JTronch gould e enfely

-

euglorrd, 3y add-Juwayy, hovevsr, hen the Ironch sector hed cssuaed
eruelcl irgortinec nr Furndeking thoe only 1in™: bebtuwccon the Flirst Jmy
and IX Corpe, lt becauwe ceparert thot the Uir’: vwas weok. The Trench
suffered frow ’o;ul war le, Mayellin.d lac: of covlprent, an' the inltizl
uryililingness of Gene-rnls 2urre and Juin to Ve subordlunted to tke Tiret
Srery which rlone hid the signcl ce-unmnlcections to control the entire

front. Conceguently, Genersl Tlgenhower was forced o talic nersonal

conuand Irem a P ot Conctentine,

j
Somrrv- CONFIDLIDAL
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Lo one woas wore guare of tho weal 1ind: thor Fi:1d liyshal Dewin
Touegl.  Inte in TLeeenter bafore IT Corpe kel arwlved it tke frort,
Abde, uns porizg ovir o cuptured doovuent dcted 16 Teeenber, Touuel's
acreel ctlon of Sitwtion. Y Llereirn, the Tegert Jor dlseusscd tre
Lllied wealmesses of cocmaunicesntions and sunnly in central Tunleis, the
roaritle fnfircities of 41lied cominnd, cad th: three Irench ddvicicns
facing Gnoes ond Sousse, vhich he charveterized ag "ill-squipped enf
of doubtful mornle.” o erplolt the wituntion, he vroposed o hold or
deley the Tichth Jrup in Tripolitonia vith twe dlvicione, mine flelds
erd fichter cover, ard to strike viz Gabes inte Gefss and Tebersa witn
ris Wlthic te objeelives Fhilimocville =nd 2ome, Porxeld's “tmorosia-
tlon® poselbly hof gonetbing to do with Gemireld “Acenhower's reluctaree
to ewploy tho SALIY nlon, srd at Sofe the Somucnder in Chief hod en-
nhraized the donger in the Irenck gector and plended for avis for his
noerly-ecuipned ally.

Co tke everdng of 17 Jomuory, II Corvs Besum movipg wo from the
Conclaniine-Gaelra uxeny already buttzlions of .meriorm infemtry were
£t lazserine and Gofsn.  Trelng the corps in tke sector frou Tondows to
wdmreey von the ogudvedent of one ctreng divislon of wdxed Gersom
end It lisn lnfrntry and on wroored force woserssing about 100 to 115
light rznd mediux tenie, exelurive ol the 10th Zinzer Divisior rorth
of Trireuzn. On 1§ Janumary the Geronne strues. 1O

Dhe blow £0l1 ab the Jurctlon of the Trorch and Sritlsh seetors

in the ?ou Lrcds-Pont du Tobe arez, the soln ptécer threr tenin: to

AL A e S [_ZA , "“’““L

T SR *ﬁ-—-—ﬂ-v-w—-;m_,
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. flow down the Fobnaz velley and cut off tho Irench positions in tre
mounbudne to the cost,  4g the Trerch drevr boe:, the British wed 2-erlcancs
peran to eome 30 thelr old, vith detachrente of the 2ritich 8tk irmored
Livisgion ond Contet Comnondl B of the U, §. 1ot ixmored. lloresver, an
duerieon reserve force was dlrected o Mttar. Ir the 19th tke
Iritich et Tegun to exert prescuve on the erony flar’s zt Zou Lroda.
Teverthalesr the Cerizmr vere oble o penetreic fir dovn the veller
rad Join Yo scrrarde colwans at Eoton villoge.

Cn 30 Jonmvary snother attzelr developed. The Cerpann sborosd
Diebel Cairich, controllin;; the entrance to the Ousceltla vulley, east
of vrd prrrlleling the Pobon volley, rnd ongr rrain drove dowm the
velley fleor, 1lctloting the French in the netern Dorsal. Durdns the
night encoy Jdebrehiente recched Ousreltic villore, 2y the £24 the
oltw tion ked sonecuhet Lmproved, with the 8ta srmored aetobllieking 1t-
eclf on the Tobac~Tont du Ivhs roxd srd Comiot Conmemd 3 moving up the
Ousgeltic. valley iteclf, Next oy wnler cover of Jombet Cowrmend B the
-reneh were able to extricnie themselves from tre Zustern Dorszl norih
ef the Cuspscltic-lalrouan read. By 26 Janvery the eneny cttack wes
spf:nt.ll

e L3k arsonlt on EIX Oorpe exposcd the wvemdmess of the air
teupport” doctriveg tren in wee slong the 411icd fremt. Darixg tre

v Tlred three doye of the Pobon-Cusseltia scctiom, IIT ALZD 430 not fly ary

rlgeione dn the srew, nor were Lir nlrew £t especl: 11y zetive on lits ovm

front, ke fighiirg 1or norlh of the Techret bou Taboues lire berond

o— COCFIETIA
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vhich the PAT vor responsivle nnd J¢2 (rowp bal odliged b; layine on

. rarrlvomber soriler cgainnt svel targets op the Germns ard Italione
nrecezied. Hovever, II Corps, vhich cantrolled XII ASC, ot ome voint

refuged ZIX Corpe’ roquest for ~ir recorncisczree om the grounds thet

it hed no rerponsibilitics or interest inm the cres. It was trve shat
about 70 miles of rucged tervaln seprrsted $he twe ground orgral za~

tiens, bub such ¢ dirtance wae of courre well vithin the ronge of

. .
Ceneral Oroigts cireraft. 1z

Cn 22 Japucry Spantc Glepntched to Tedder o meserge wilch Begon
"Air swpport cituction eritiecl.! Ee informed his eblef-to-ns thet

he wns foreed to iimmlewcnt purt of the Cosebloneo~apnroved organiration

lnzedintely, thet General uter would be uscigned ae

o f a erwrddrating rlreswoort orpenization wail) air

aetlng com.andor

vt rchel Condn

eould arrive, wnd thet the latter's onrly crrivel was of the ut=ost

icportuzee, Genercl Euber'c mirsion tus o control tre twir orsonlza—

tiong, XII 480 and 247 Group, wnmd edduiragte vitr Cenerol Jnlerson ko,
in the erergeney, had been given comunnd of IT wnd XTX Corme as well as
the Jlrrt Jxuny,  Adéition:lly, on J1 denw ey, Col, Faul I,

¢, 13

Witllsrg
ruccceled Goneral Creip as eonwrnder of 2JTI AS

Yucer hrd rornerly eomnsnfed tho lst Toud irg of the Tight: Jir
Torce,

Lnte in Dzceuber Oencrrl S-aoto R regnocted nig transfer o

Ziries ng o replicencnt Tor Senrral Sraly, who wes then selne forunrl

with ZII L20, Dutor was cucceguently ann-unced as i1-Z of 51lied .dr

. Jeret, On 20 Junwryt, fencral Dutor hid bie ddrectlive froa Spootz,

and by the 234 ke d o eoble addrecs and o chisf of steff, Col. Jehn Dem.

T ey
._.h‘**—&—m-.uw ,.."f:-"" )
p _;,..._"""'*"--—--—--—-v-—-_..,, ""'"‘::::.—... (;0 i
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Jarier, ot Jiret Lropr herdauarters in Constcntine., Fils orgconicoation
ue mevn oo the L1lied sdr Support Comnend ond wes the llmral uncestor
of the Dorthwert Afrlesn Teeticrl slr Foree. 3y 20 Joauvery s1)ied Jdr
Suprort Cowmond wor im operction, possing bombing reguects boe: to
Ruolftr Jdr Toree mad Zochern _air'ce:mmn&.lé

aiter 28 Jommry the Jllies vere abls to stebilive the situction

. , iy S B ey p——
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3y 26 Jemweay the gner-tiondl stren;th of XI1 A0 hod Beon railt
to L2 Peills, 23 FZ0's, 27 A-20'g, rd 8 ID-7's, lbvovzr, of the
nnlis elzlng up thls consldersbdle force orly the 08 Croup seons to
nuTe bern cltogether equud to ito tasl:, The 474h Groun h-& to contend
vith certaln defeots in ite truiring crd eculprent mnd the new arrivale,
the Ifeyotte Drondrille onf the 8lrt Tighter, also lutored under diverse
h-naierns, 16
The srescnce of tae Lnfavette Zserdrille on tne Turisiun front
core as a dirveet recult of Cenersl Canron'r conviciion thrt eous use
chould be made of the numerous Trench Arm; pilote in ~frien. Hie
s _gesticn wos tdten w in hirner hendeunrbors sand the Jgecdrilis wes
fornished vith P-40F's belonging to the 334 Growp; the resulting short-
are in the 334 hzd to e mede uwy by dlverting i Jeer. 70 Z-i0's destined
Dor the Ulddle Z-nt, The Ireanch made an inaucplcelous se-inaing shen
tuo of thelire nonecome gracstly flew their P-20%c to Trancs, %9 be on-
vimsinabierlly recelv-d by the Tiehrites. Tithout equionend or groond
cehelon, the Lofsyetie Taccdrdlle went wp to Thelopbe vhere 1t was
shortly ascdmed to alrdroze natrol, The unit w.s comumnced by lmi.
<orstia Bosanoff, azed 37 or 08 and with nbyit 3,020 L1in Maars to
aje erelli. Injor Zog noff shored no dlse imn %o llisten t2 lujox
Gochran or afhers Mo hodd lenrned $5 u2e the D=49 in nedus? eonbot.
T Indopobte Crecdrille vers imborsoted in 1o ohisse purs, inslcied oo
flring = elacsizzl "W and trisd o elich inds the san a_sinet tke

17

L-0RH e, Ghe rosuldlt was, th.s 1t 2moctel 1tself out in o wory few dioo.
Llon U L2 : .
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oo the btueliprsumd of the 810t Grous, 1t ie nezess.ry to gp sae™
. to August 1948, At that tlee upirads of 170 Adracobrus were in hnglond

avzitdng shinment to ZEueala, sand o declsian vior nzde $2 use theu to

v ewaly tur FL_lkter grovns Tor I0BUZ, $he FTuacinns to be compen~Lbtad via
the et JSiherds reate.  Thz Sdrososrss vere of the P-3001 oxd T-401

vintuga, bioes cwrrently grosing theusslvs- inderior zzaingt the
Joswmose in the £slouons, tad hud besn ex:ozed in crubes to the Tuzxlish
weather, VIII Jir Torce Sorrlze Coumand -oiv riven the tag: of asgenbling
theu--14 hod no srure worbe anl no mechanics fonilior with the nlansca-
and the 3lrt -md ZE0tE Tighbor Sroans wast zet m o fly thea, Agsaud v
was long Geloyed and tho 8lst Groma'e tralning with the adrorsft wan
adiiltlscally foreshorteusl by cdverys weuther., A o resald the 8let
had fallen for behind the T0R0T rehizdulesn vhen, on 27 Descadber, 41
of its plrmes todr off frow. atehon for Fort Iywutar, wish the oY, L.
Col. II. 8. Vade, in the fLishit.

The foet b the nlanes were Ludvly ngs 3o} was revealsl by
the gnrguel,  Six P-30!'s were internzd, five in Portu.xl ond one -t
wongder; Doxr of the:i:s srore fore2d 53 land Teeoise of ueshznienl fallure.
weng thr dntera os was Oolomol .alde, =nd laj. Jack Verts toupsririly
wegmaxl eazrmd of the 8lst Growv. In 16 Tanunry, dlsester strue':
exotave Pe32 wase movensnt whon 11 move sut of o fli 4t of 61 were

intoracd in Portucale-tuo lumding with mechend=al defeci: wmd nine

- becazra of furl shortagze browusht on br brelilns strong headwinds, ''ast
. of tan Iniermess wers Iroa the 300th Grodn. ffortr to provent o

reneililon of this incident by valting for oiill cir or tzillvindc on

Ny ;“: :‘! riﬂi
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the roube fron Tadend uobrrlally delayed the dspeteh of the rozoining
Slraedbras, Ghe Zighth Lir Dseee regort on tho svbjech estimotos thed
' lact ot off pboat 1 Jusa 1~-_.a.13

Cn the Blot'= arriwwl i Torth Afvles 5t 'n: evldeatlyr ucsl loe
o tis> dn loed dofsaes of P forablincs v, A% Toolomte, the
STodn VLo kondloipres Tecwur s 11 hnd no 80 ar o581 nnd vie Toreel ia
Bozrrow L. Col, Fichurd F. IIloczo nnl the otaff of the 302%h; uworeoveor,
ce2ording to the grown, ab first wo one "me. hew by anplor the D-B0ts,
A3 tlacr, ther vere unat sub ns eceart for the -00's, bul finallr
found thelr moct profltable ocourcblen in "riwub: rls,? thii is sSroflipys
snd recontalssoneo Wlosloan elrricl oab o ainlous slbitude with
Jaitdilres or J-dD's cov-ring:,  Ihe adraconras fler line abreact, well
gored oub, cnels civerald wraving,  Zhey proved resxkably resistant
&0 tha £1y=, but soom gove 1o the practica ol xo%xlng wor: than one rua
on w breget or obbi eltlng wheore L0 Inetcllations vers novm to hrve heen
orovided, Tac C)-m, cozmon proved o roliable wearon, bub the SV-.
Valch v inetolled in the siraecabras of the £Sth Obmorv .tion snxd I87%h

- 19
Tightar Growes wos glven o Jomdng,

Ereinis fo Lassoarine
whe CGurrolbia $hrust kod biz:n chaczed, bat 1t had de.onstroged
thie ino2i1i8r of the Troench to oithstand Ger cx crooped onslmugis,
AT copreelotad o Artonl cerdtdnilos thob Tra irnin vauld Lomeh
furliicr attwe'n to win proteotive dezth for Lis 1ln» of o> romleutions,
rnd thet the Pisws woald i‘a}l on the Jrenel cocitions baiuvecon Flekon

1 (Tl
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)
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end Taid, possidly foreing the Allies Toe't ne v as Steiil: and
Torl ., As opreenutionary nitasar-s Geacrel andorgon wan ordered to
eancenbrate a toblle reserve ooush ol the Tirst Sy sezbor, soue
Jeenel undt-~ vers rolleved, nud freck U, S, ond Britich troons crere
hurrl=d Jorusrd ng bogtd the bransyortoiion Battlenes': ullowad.

AL LST eontimusd ite esscald on tha eneny wherever profitabla
t~2zobs vere diepsvered. O 57 Jrnuery o knlf-dozen 3~207e vith Faid0
egeord rold-d the recd-Junction toun of laozweuxns, eact of llalnzsasy,
mnl on the nawt day 12 P=80'~, ancurring o €211 froa the poxed forzes,
etredeld $o boabtzlicns of indnnbry axd r bobterr of axtillery in the
Ougselti- walley. G-fra woe ovllently by nowr belng: used as an oldvanced
oo b 11 A3, for reports shsy thot on *he 73th o trio of lle-109's
strofed 1%, Qortriying three A=00fg which had l-aled to ccfuel., On
the ZBth ¥3 missisng of 2 dozen esgortad Zsstone seorched in volin for
fugltive snesy truss esnceatratlons, 0

ith the vwaning of the Caz=eliis ceblom, I Corps recrouped.
Conbub Coammd 3 wus withdriym benini Zericna to Zou Che¥:in, znd
Com-t Coniimd Ga—ome hattelion of nedivn tan'=e, one toitalion of in-
Lowbry, wnd one tobtalion of field nrilllery-—aoval sovth 40 reinforce
Gfw.. A% Sbolila lay Soslst Coawnl A, o equsl sironghbh.

On 30 Junaery the Gernonmt moved zopin, atbacising the Treneh at
Tuld Pose, Zolagying 67 to 70 tar'is, the wmusa cupbured Tald by 1900
nowrd, bub the Tremch ©211 Ted: anl sdateined theiaslves ot S184 bou
Jid, n Lo dles to the west. Cowbod Co.crnd & and the 26th oI

Toedd: tely vored enet f201 Tooltlo ned otller el-uamis of the 1sk

L s s ooy
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armorel rere ordered to att-e'r Inknnesy fron Gefsu to relieve the
srescars an Zild,

XIL ASC repconded vigoraasly to the Gormin drive. a1l doy long
its rlreradt Dombed rrd strefed in the Tald replon. Tour A=00 nizcions
era flown on the F0th, At 1010 hovrs 11 F-40's, € P-03's and § A-2)'s
were2 oil puodnst tean'ie in tho Tnild Tnss.  They alalned 12 ouk of 17 to
2 tants ledd burning aftcr Yhe imuet of 60 x 1,020-10, boaubs.  The
=00 stroded rnd Burned o half-docen trues, cni all rlreralt retarned
sulely.  Arounld acoz, M) nmore 107.nounders vwore drosmed on s veklele
concentr tlonm, but one of tko strafing P-3%'s 1~ ghot Joyn 203 bho
pilot Z1lled. 2otk aftsrnoon siesions were sinilerly suceessful

y
sgedust vebdeles erst of the nass,

Co the 3let, Codbnt Courund & nttaczel the onewy positioms ot Fali,
put the Ceriixne had been cble Lo geb in arbtlllerr which outranzed the
Aaeriecn gane wnd witheboad wll adtac’. tihet &g wnd succeediny oues.

A gool port of Colonel JAlllsms! offsrt on the Jlst was zbsarbed in
Cefeaslve patrsls over thoe ground forces ot Tald and over Caubot

"

Comuwm. D attneiing torrdes hoimassy, wiere elfht of the 333 Growpte

]

-2 engnged Jour $5 scvon le-l00'm, losing

i
L

two to the cneny's ona.
HowoTer, ths Z34, wbobted by the Clst Groas, 22k tho &-20's on two
offensive mdsslions back of the eneay linss, o Do Thodil, weqdt of Sfex,
znd to the »-dlrcad cast of liltnnesr,

On the 1st of Febru.ry, Coulint Cozand D egptirel Sened St_ilon,

Cn the dnpr before, 1t bad $2ion o sovere cuflfing fras the Stuoag, in
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one Instaree wnidzely brlrngdng $roone 1 to 2 doetruc'ting roint in

. vehleles ronsed =1433% noge %9 321, Jccirding o Geasrnl Zubor, wio
gerent sane Pl otvdring the subject, this attne's representsl the only
ocercinn vhen The SHig vreusabt ony grest dooope on Jiorlezn treans,
On 1 Februnxy, proeabl; ot o reoudt of this unkup g cxseriencs, SIL A%
ron five cover wisslong over the sren, the 7wrliest of which coushit
two (ozen Ju-37'7 eseortad by lo-10%'s on thelr werr in. Cho Padnte
brele wp the cbbae':, chot dowm thres Stulms with Lo proabler onl
five drangeds two F-20's wore ghot do'n and o third listed oe rdecing.
Yhe 5%-20':c were sleo zebive $hot sorning asainst o bark and vehicle
eonceatration neor Told.  Trom lovwr lewel fhelr 10N-saundercs zcorel diroot
nits, o~

On the 24, XTI 483 ralforsd serious lesres In otte oting o cover

the sile frombt, The J04 Grows was sevoscly texed 1o provids the un-

Prodlas wmd ob the suie $loe escord the bombare of the 4741 pnd the

P-Z8'« of tho 63th Cohservation Grown, one sgundron of which %kod zrrlved

[ 2]

~t Lnelepte lab: ia Jomuexy.,  The flrst cover tistion, 6 P-20's and &

2=32%e, engounbored 0 to 30 3dlme coesnted b 2 4o 10 e-109s over
Tencd Ftotion. Athourl one Tu-37 ~ma deatrovci, flve T-40'e were losh.

~nother rezonnclsconce adazlon af iz T-20'e (md Terrr DW3D0'g vhich vsnt

out ta the Ilrvoea coren oot fovr b iz I7-1000e and Gestrayed tuo, tut

o 7="2's crosk-lmded o enouy torritsrr cnd o F-32 uns recorted
L
* sdzning, Tho Pk emuzcd o Lerge esplosion inoc badb dw om one
. goerrion it £741el to {lnd the inrcel on rmothev oission durings wnich

"‘I“‘L
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. o E=421g vere lost £1 hbing off o kolf-docon lle-1001-,

The Soraome vore enjoring mnuierienl Dloater ~oairioriiy over the
I Zorn~! rros nd sttvitlon voo $-0ting 1ta foll of th- 272, XII 183te
et oarzerienecd crd olffcstive 1 %ter umit, Deslicencnb Jirer oft
. senm t hove Beea wwvulluble frog the Tw00e of the T20tn Crovs, uhdeh the
woezer kel forrded inbs Coaccdhl-xmes, but mov silote vere not ~.il.ble
frou the 376%h, vhleh was undergoin. further tr.luing, or fron am
othir soarer. Commeguzntls, LY 'rg meces~ars t0 renl:ee th: I34 b o
LotLlly new oxgmalzdlon,  Ino S1td Growy (Spitfires) Beesn cemins in
to Luclonte on § Tebra vy curlicr, .2 sowdrons of the 521 Grous nnd
wlro veon wttochod bo AIT LGS0, Toc 234 uvoab b to .oracoo for rest
and rofliting: «nl Yo nass on 1te exmeorionece $3 the Z75th. =3
Qecuuce of thc fudlure $o cecare th: ey rosition ob Teddl Bross,
Garbot Cormomd D wvas orderc: to -Athdr.. froz fomeld Siodisng o &
sabre.wy thers rausiuned ia the souwthern nrsa onlr ons bottalion of
infixmteyr at Gofea,  Copdat Couomd 3, o avhile, hed been mowvsd 6o
drglze-cl-Mom Lol thense to lolihur veder the tdstolton fiproesien tord
the cmoTr lotraded o dhruct fyor Tonders and Flehan into the Jugselsia
Taller.  Lal znlve wo~itdlene wore al-o tyicn i sofere Jodd.
On O Torrairy, tue 071 Crowy ot Inds zetion. It Semied with
the I'Iryovte Ziendrlille t9 ereort five A-20's on an effeetivs atfnel
. in tho Cus<eltic aren ~.~inct o Babtery of 100-0 . hooitoors -al onproeni-
mnyely 70 tridssy sourvkab loter in tas iy it book nine more 3-70%s

d¢own to the regton of llakmessy wvnerc frags and 100-1lv, demolition bombs

I - .
e g

m )
e . - ,‘411_”; 1Y Jl‘ }rﬂ fl/.\liﬂﬁ_ ‘ e
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vere fronoed on tonlie cnd weotor twos.ort. et doy the Spltfizce

loet two of thelr munbor ond Cectrorsi ome 1le-100 while on recomncis—

g
soree over Cuss-ltic.

L} [5ia

Furd of dho hord golrn_ tlt £LI LU0 o onordemedn wa. cooboblsr
g Bo ke Loet thut the Gerion cgradrens feedr, 1t hed been strem;thoned
b bhe adddticn of the roondes of the Tepert lufb-Lic, whiech hod rim
vut of (Ardlclde Lo Iibyo, Tae Z1 Atk avny hod entured Tripoll on
25 Junurry by otae end of the lonth its cotrale werr (drecds over the
“unl<icn Border. XI1 Fonber Cor.cmd Lawl obiud. ¢3 Zeo. o's wir of the
tdeaire Lombing grounde on D4 Jruwmeayy rnd ecxly lo Tebrorr, Uy ree
guect of /J3led Llr Supeort Commond, it utteotod to counter-siy force
setion to Lomrowe the sifuwdion on ZIT LS04 fIOn’b.Bﬁ

whe 17th Group operncd the acramlt ca 51 Joxmuorr, 10 of itr 3-05'¢
1ith I-T8 eceort oituciing Suboe Arirome with the RAUV7 elffreti—e
L22-1n, fro. elucivre,  The Tursis covercd tho cntire rirdrome Lres,
destroyed L0 parized : Irerudt, wnd wus oub of cetion o feur-gum i ht-
flals Tattery, The D-02t's decbroped thxee of She lle-10UY: uhieh inter-

cented, oxd the P-30Ve rhat dovn £00 . ona,  Too S-78's, hub nonc of the

Tedors, vore loch. Cn 2 Tebrw 3, the 1¥th e bue

Sfanttc fileld in o cosrdinaisd cbluel with the 2-05'z.  Tourloon of 1to

Loroide e Loodn covered the torcet oItk barctdn_ Jeooo. Three of ke

Il
v
o
4
-
w'd
T3
i
’-J-
g
£
¥y
o

ere leld baxrlo, wnd Toth the Z-20's und their
Lizgately, szeort ot rofoly hcie. CF tho 18 2-00': citockin sim
tracously, ong orrl-lornded mo-r the toroet oFbIr the yun thoonh the

intence hozvy ¥lol:,
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Tne brectnomt wer eomtinucd onm tro Sd. Fiftcen of the 1¥ute
cdrenc b portieipotol, oceorbald By (ight DR08'- Tros the Let Sl ater
Srovp cnld clput Tecu the 824, Gubio wos werln $he Goziet—-tihs reewli,
10 enc.y cirercid destwored om the creved.  LfPber the Tonbd ronm, [o-l08'c,
which ol Toen ceon toiidnmg, off froc the dirdvenc, en_r g6
aloote otlle wncued, the Progeraghnltte obtoe-iz,, In erdlrs. iz
meoBle eloined tro dectrored, o Dl hters 1-027.%  Cno 2.0 cnd one
T-E grecked west of Gopery ane P-Z crie Soum nerr Il Guettar :ac
rrother ar clisslied ag misasing, Loder in the &, LS wf0'g of
tho QI0LE Grovm stiie’l ol czesr eamonde-tione Tocht of II Oorps' frent
vith cn wnruceceDld atbne’ sa rord (nt roil beidper north of Tiimos

Cn £ Tetru.r the ~dr tur roge o o pitel over the Crden finlds,
Yoo 2-1T o Lnde the Slrst whbashr, the S7th couin

s in to drer D,000 x

-

S0-1v, £ c on the mzin Gober eirlrove ond the 371t one mimude 1otcr

-
L]
Ll
"
I
]
3
-

i

i oon o Lending ceound Tio Wilos to the wert.,  Zijhieen

~17Vn of the 07¢h .xd 12 F-00's of ke 1-% Fi kier vere over thc

11

target of LA0C dn t7e idoet of o osiorn of LoldGOle cnd TW190Y: ek

Al

x = -

ettodzel during the Boud mxm, ke Bolbors eloained 9-7-8 Che I3t

o,

L o eleing,  Yhe tus Cozen Toplrecses Teon the 201t ornd tholir

€s00xh of 10 of bthe lst Grouple F=Z3's vere lilevice interecnbcd, the

cogrocnrnt tamnivs Into o 80w L1 wumedn, fizhi dun ~2ieh cme 2217 e

o

erot dorn sgoninet booter elrle of 10L0.1 2rd the TwZ2 seore of one

TW=l80.  Lhe Iroop ool thwe eo~blmud abirdls deobrer~8 70 ey alrersit

* Cre Qestroyed, tio mrobablen, onf thyee Aumnzed.

- - -, e g —_— -
¢ gt

4 )
2 '-59",“.;..—‘ - ' €

AND 1‘11 Y oD AT
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on the geomnd, L hald-hour leter, vorsenip:: wootbor in the oreo
Trastrated the nodluwns, vhich vere briesed for o lontins pround ob
wordj Toucl, 27 mdilec coutkrost of Gates. The J10itk's 2-28's retuamed
ulthout ineldent, dut 14 2-28's of the 176h Craup and 10 P-28'c of
the 824 were sticelzed by cmeuy flgaters, vhich shot down tuo of the
ceesrt. 3

Tour doys later, 14 P-I3'g of tho 808 Grove cscerted 16 2-35!'s
of the L7th and 18 2-3I%s of the 310th on %11l anethur roid on Gubes

cnG brought the Lufdurffec vp in foree, (ke frige covered the airdrome

ol the oreo to the nortle crl ecast of it, eteried fire in buildings

{‘:
P

anb uzon riwd plames, wnd silenced 13 ilalr positions. Ghe J.06'e
Wery zevercly wwuled by the coeum Tigkters vhich besm thelr chbuche
ceforn the tureet was reccked nnd pureued ac for oo the ~luerian Border,
Althoush four lle-109's were. destroyad br the -nf gonners, four of the
boubers were shot down -~nd tuo erosh-londed ot boge.  Lhe PeZlle,

zeen bile, were nerforuin: yesnon service by Imoe dino dote eiat of

thc llerscrechuitts for oms PuZ8, and the 2-23's were heving tredr owm
figat with 20 to 30 1e-100'c cnd F7-120'; vlhlch nbtacicd just ofter

the tark xun rmd liketdse tricé eorclvsione all the wor bo the “leerirn
border. The D-T0'~ destroyed six of them. On ke 2L, %he heovles vorpe
apadn ericfcd for tre fabes eoiplen, bub wewiher fractraied thre C7in
entirely and th 201st hid %9 go 21l tho ~r to iromon tirdroce for

o target. U1tk 18 of the lst Crountc 2-08's olong, thie atbog: we

rode By 24 Z-17'~, Aropning 2,332 x 20-1D, froes on eli-dirmersed

SR eI
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esbrored., The Torts <ot

P

“irevitt, e of 1hich vore ceresced as
. foin ome U100, ouwl tho FS30%s hod only one inconelusive encounter
o
over Foadeulz,
After Couliod Qonorxd D's repulse at Told, wnrnsy caled relgred
Tor = tlae alon;, II Corwe! Tront and the Twendi crokor o the norih,
Cerrom tunlzs rxd ootor tronmsrort began syrecring cn the Goles-Gofss
* roul end eround (Zlmaery. It wos secented that the Jmis ves nbeut to
szze oolest efford to disrupl the 4illed tinctoblc, tre leesle of tha
strove anbere frow Pontb du Fahs to Gefen. learibile, XIT 45¢ fleu
the vital reconniicsinee mircions oo wttielzed thr ene: ¥ srouwmnd forcor
“hen arafitoble concentr-tlons were @iscovered., Ln 8 Zebruorr cuch a
torget wog fouxd 10 Ldles cost of Tedd ond bus 2-70 rnissions were loicd
on. Slx bosbers, groteetcd by 22 £-ite, dropped KT and fregc in a
norning attuce’ and dovurds ovening 17 uore A-00!'~ escoried by bwo
vrirons of Spdtfirce reporied the miselon, Tac ground foveer re-
noried thet four S8-i-, dmelesur oee gumr bod teen silcnced, trut
tires bnd becn startcd, ond econtidersdle couinmment destrored, Cn tre
Yth the Lrdeprettc Ineadrille Jorted ecven T0-190'c vhieh dived frou
2,027 on mnino of its P=i0'r en,mced in coveoring four 0-09%: recomoiter-
ing rewxr Bjewel bou Irbomss, Tro Jeske-lulis weru destroyed nal one
Fed0 cxigh-lomfed ne.r Iholentu. Two O o luber Sened Stotlon e
£5becd B o doren A-80'e wlth the Toineh seuadron . nd one sousdéren
of the £74 Croxs er~serilne, Tn the 17th the 3-30's, covered by D30V e,

. used & wdxturc of D :xé frey on g instcllitions in the stme reglom.
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Tour 53':s vere known to nve been destroych md three move silemced.~ o3
Viepwhile, the JAlizd Ldr Sxmoort Soaswad kod been developing in
consoncnee wdth the eorsond crrongecents ooreed wron o4 Guerblanea.
O 7 Tehraorr Gencral Duter vired Gonxul Spoands theb 000 wos exor-
elging operstlorul, btud rot (Gmindstrofise, control of 24% Grow and
FIL ABD fron the horfeunrbers of tho Flred arny b Concbontins,  Within
& wedt the hoodowarbters of the 13th Jry Croan, frox vhich Cererel
Slexrmder wovdd smervise the Tunlrion botile, woe $o e set oo of
Sengtuntine, wald Zecdguardicers, Dired Ary vould e polng forurrd.,
Gruered utor therewron dzeldzd $o sond the grecler port of Rio oted
tith the Ziretd Arwy, wubk he hinself wresferrel to rencin -ith the Zrop
Growp o thot the oir forece misht e resrercnted b thot hendquorters
frow the st::.rt.gg
Sorowrdentbtlon: verc Boin ectobdlished botwoen Testcrn Tesert oir
Terce!: awldvipeed hecdguarbters wad 4500, end Grnersl Xuber ws eclling
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Chapter VI
XII BOMBER COMIAND-~JANUARY AND FEBRUARY

Ihe Logzistle larathon

Degpite the many disaprointments thet the Allies had suffered in
North Africa-~the bitter repulse at Djedelda wnich condemned the armies
to the cold and mud of a Tunisian winter, the enemy's spoiling attacks
in the Robaa-Qusseltis sectors and at ¥aid Paps which had parceled out
II Corps to the defense of the Bastern Dorsal--their councils enter~
tained no doubts that in good time thelr srmles would liquidate the
Axis bridzehead in Tunisia. A% Casablanca, Sir Alsn Brooke, Chief of
the Imperial Ceneral Staff, had even set 30 April as the probable date,
Given Axis commltments elsewhere, the dominent element in this confi-
dence wap the dlsadventageons Axis supply situation.

The rate and prospects of the Axis build-up seem to have been egti-
mated somevwhat differently by the strategists in Washington and London
and the commanders on the spot in Afrlea, the differences probably =
function of lecation and ocoupation, For instance, on 29 January, the
Combined Intelllgence Committee took an optimistlc view and ealeulated
that the practlcal capacilty of the Tunisian ports was just sufficlent
to sustaln a force of gix German and five to six Italian Aivisions; of
these only two Germam and two to three Italian divisions would be st
full strength. On 6 January, on the other hand, General Elsenhower

had cabled the British Gh:lafs of Btaff: "volume of reinforecsment and
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. supply now reaching enemy through Tunisian ports is a matter for grave
concern." On 10 February, Admiral Cunningham estimated that the
epeny's rate of supply and reinforcement during January and February
had actually rison desplte severe loss at sea.

On the Allied side, the convoys came to Casablanea, Oran, and
Algiers, Both in the Atlantlc and within the Mediterranean submarines

stalked them, and once east of Oran each convoy had to be fought throuzh
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However, the Allles had already been adle, by day and nizht bomber
strikes on the poris and by naval and air action in the Straite, to
infilet conslderable damage., As additional Allled air power was em
Placed in Africa and Malta, it was certaln that the weight of these
attacks would increase. If the Iuftwaffe and the IAF guffered sericus
interim attrition, Tunisia might be cut off altogether.l

Yhatever the future prospects, during November and December the
Arig 1ife 1ine had been scarcely dented. After the first impact of
TORCH, the enemy had passed his ships across regardless of logs; indeed
he did not suffer greatly, for although British submarines had been at
once concentrated in the Straits and Malta-based Albacores prowled the
area by nlght, their efforts were mosily frustrated by weather. After
the Allles were a little better astablished in Africa the hunting
improved; the Albacores began taking toll and on the early morning of
2 December Force Q struck a convoy. The crulsers Aurora, Argonaut,
end Sixius, with two destroyers. sank or fired four enemy supply ships
and three enemy destroyers.

The Germans and Italians responded by giving up the night cross-
ing, They laid minefields and crossed by day. The chammel thus canal-
1zed was agsalled by British submarines which dld good work but soon
found the going too hard. To reliave the pig-boats of the clogest
inghore wori, British minelayers laid fields near the Cani Islands:
but after drawing blood, these were soon marked by the Axis, A decision
was then taken %0 move the submarines north of Sid%y and to mine
extonsivoly the waters Hhi.ch they were m&ting. At this juncture the
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Twelfth's medium bombers took a bhand; they began minimum-altitude
bombing attacks in waters where enemy 2ir power forbade Foree Q's
prosence by day and where His Majesty's submarines had found the

goling generally too el'*.'rcmg.3

Minlmun-Altitude Atiaciks agalnst Shizping

For some ¥imo the Twelfth Alr Force had deslred o employ the
minimm-altitnde technigue which had been warked out at Bglin Field
and had undergone successful tesbs and modifications in the Aleutians
and. Southwest Paciflc, However, it had Ho walt twpon the training of
iis grouaps and the avallability of the modified N-6 gunsight and four-
second~delay fuzes. As early as 1l December, P-38'a had been sent on
antishipping patrols off northern Tunisia, carrying ome 1,000-pound
bomd in place of a second belly tank. Success did not attend these
yentures, although the Iighitnings bombed at Least one ship and had
sevaral Drushes with enemy alreraft covering the convoys. The B-17's,
however, were making a contribution by leavingz sunken hulks hers snd
there in the poris.

First recorded mediun-bomber migsion against shipping occurred on
17 December when slx Be25's of the 310th Group and five 3-26's of the
319th went out with an unreported number of lst Group P-38's, ¥No
fruitfal resulta accrued from this or two subsequent attempts, beyond
stray Axis alrcraft belng shot down over the Stralts and a number of
bombed bridges 1n the viecinity of Tunis and Cap Bon. On & January,

however, the day on which General Eiserhower expressed his concern
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aver eneny reinforcement, Twelfih Alr Force dispatched a radio to
General Cannon: WSpeclal counter shipping striking fores will be
organized immediately." The force was to consist of btwo to four
squadrons of medlium bombers, one sgquadron of P.3S8'a, and a reconnais-—
sance squadron for which lMosqulioes were being requested, Three days
later, General Cannon submltted his recommendations. He objected to
the formation of a speeclal force and proposed that, instead, the counter-
ghipping function be amssigned to the Bomber fommand., He evidently
galned his point, for at least two of XII Bomber Command's medium
groups particlpated in shipping strikes, the escort burder helng shared
by all avallable P-38'a., The reconnalssance squadron 4id not mater-
ialize,

During the process of setting up the antishipping force, a dis-
pute arose as to whether it should be under the operabtional conirol of
Eastorn Alr Command or of Twelfth Air Force, FAC based 1ts claim on
the fact that it was responsible for the reconnalssance which would
provide the bombers! targeis. General Doollttle, who ot the time was
convinced that the RAF and USAAF should be segzregated as far as possible,
was willing that the force be ordered out by ZAC on the receipt of
target information, but insisted that the Twelfth opsrate and service
its own alrcraft, It seems probable, moreover, that Cannon's recommen-
dations were in line with his chief's efforts to retain control of his
mediums.s

The program got underway with a very high priority around 11

January, the 310th Group (:B-,..5's) fly'.tng moat of the early sweeps, the
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319th (B-26's) Joining on the 15th., As many as three separate missions
were flown on a single day. A typical miseion consisted of a sguadron
of P~38's and a half-dozen B-25!g or B-26'a, at least that mummber of
P-38's being needed for thelr own protection. The P-3B8's flew cover,
spottlng for the bombers below., Bombing was done at high speed from
under 200 feet, and the H00~pounders were directed in trains of three
or six at the side of the vesssl. Although information on a convoy
occasionally was forthcoming from intelligence or overnlght recommalis-
sance from Malta, most of the sweeps were made %blind" in the hope of
catching ships somewhere on the passage. Reconnaissance planss were
not safe over the channel in daylight, as there was an oversufficiency
of enemy fighters on both sides, directed by efficient radar instaila-
tions. Conseguently, the missiona were often fmaitleas.4

For more than a week no very profitable strikes were made, but
commencing 19 January the mediums began to find themselves after the
overwater practice. Firat definlte kill came on 20 Janusry. Six
B-26's of the 31.0th Group,escorted by 12 P-38's of the 1l4th Group,
sighted a small merchant vessel and a 300~ to 400-foot tanker, shepherded
by two destroyesrs, One direct nlt and two very near misses were scored
on the tanker which underwent a violent explosion, stopped, and
settled. Next day, the B-26's drew blood. Hetween 0940 and 1005,
15 miles west of Pantelleria, six of the 319th's bombers attacked two
mediun-aized freighters. They sank one and damaged the other with
thelr bombe and strafing. The 10 accompanylng P-38's had their hands

full during the attack. They encountered two Cant Z-1007 bombers,
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whick fired recognition signals: red-red-rsd; the P-38's sghot them
down but in the midst of the good work five to seven Me-1(Q89'e jJoined
from the clouds above, Two P.38's were lost, but three of the Mels
were also destroyed.

On 22 and 23 January the 319th repeated 1ts success. On the 224,
five of 1ts B-26's attacked & small convoy in mid-channel: one freighter,
one coargo 1inér, and two corvettesr. Two hits on the frelghter and
near misses on the cargo liner were scored before the B-26's broke
away, %0 be attecked by the convoy escort. Two He-109's and two
e~110's were claimed as destroyed, and two B-56's crash-landed in
the Bone ares. Meanwhile the P-38's were having thelr own broubles
vith ancther enemy formation which included two Ju-88's, four to six
¥e-109's, two to four He-l1ll's, and two unidentifled four-engine air-
eraft. The two Ju-88's attacked, and were destroyed by the Lightnings,
vwhich lost contact with the B-26's and returned to base separately,
Next day four B.26's found a freighter and a ¢rawler in a cove near
Hergla, above Sousse, and left the frelghter llsting, Froceeding then
out to ses, the formatlon plcked up two more freighters, exploded one,
and capsized the other, whille the fighters destroyed a Cant 2-1007
which flew into their formation. These results were paid for by the
loss of one P-38 and one 3-26.5

On 27 January, in mid-chamnel, the 310tk struck two destroyers
whoge decks were loaded with men. A pair of direct hits and three

near misgep were scored on the starboard side of one of the vogsels,

COVHBEATIAL
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which was last seen flaming and listing heavily. The other DD suffered
probable damage to rudder and steering mechanism from the effects of
four near mlsses. That the Axis was reacting to these attacks was
evident on the same day, when seven P=38's and four B-26's sishted

one large transport escorted by no less then a ecrvlper, two destroyers,
and three corvettes, while overhead 10 to 15 Me-109's and FW-190's

gove additlonal protection. As clouwds had separzted the B-26's from
their escort, no attsck was made. On the 29th, however, six of the
31l9th's B-26'e performed brilliantly agzainst a blg convoy, with s dozen
of the let Group's P~38's overlkead. They plcked as targets two cargo
liners, out of a formation that included six freighters, four destroyers,
and sesveral smaller naval vessels. Two direcet hits bHlew the super-
structure off one of the liners. The other waes fired. Sixteen enemy
aircrafi assailed the ralders but lost one Me-109, one Me-110, and one
Me-210 %o the B-268's. One B-26 crached into the sea Just after the
attack, but its mates went on to explode a small vessel farther west
and strafe a trawler north of Blzerte.

The antishipping sweeps went on day after day whenever weather
permitted, and against then the enemy began to gather in larger convoys
vwith abundant surface and aerial escort. Some of these concenbtrations
were simply too strong to attack. For instance, on 31 January six
B-26's and a squadron of P-38's founi ome ocean~going tug and two
barges in company with a crulser and two destroyers; four to eight

eneny alrcraft were over the convoy. The generous eacort would not
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have turned the B-26's from thelr purpese, but simmltanecusly two large
eneny alr formations were observed--ZE to 40 alreraft from the direc-
tion of Tunis and 40 to 50 from Bizerte. The B.26's turned for home
and the P-58's followed, after desctroying two Me-1l10's. On 2 February
the 310th Group's B-Z5's encountered an even more formidable convoy--
three merchsnimen, four ID's, ard & posgible crmiser. Overhepd, 11
eneny alreraft patrolled st 2,000 feet and 10 more at 10,000, The
B-26's d1d not attack, bubt enemy alrcraft engaged thelr escorting
P-.28's, One out of 15 P-U8's was lost as sgalnst eneny logges of 3
Me-109's, 1 Me-110, 1 Ju-88, 1 Ju~52, and 1 Italian seaplane.®

On 10 Februsry, Admirel Cunningham reviewed the progress of the
war against the enemy's supply lire. The Twelfth!s mediums had borne
heavlly won the convoys, dut hed not achleved the hoped-for result of
foreing them to attempt the passage by night and thus present increased
opportunities for the employment of Force 3. Instead, the enemy had
aeavily relnforced his air cover. MNoreover, for lack of escort fighters
and good weather, the sweseps hed lately been infregquent and ineffective.
This vwas in fact the case; no positive results had been obtained from
29 January to 9 February, but on the 10th, when the Admiral msde hig
survey, the B-25's gmached four Siecbel ferries,

The Siebel ferries are crude but useful pontoon rafts, capable,
as the medivmg were to discover, of mounting formidable firepower—-two
or three 88-mm. guns and various light AA. However, on the 10th, 9

. Bw26's of the 310%th Group had pounced on four of them X to 40 milas
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. north of Cap Bon and probably destroyed them all. One disintegrated
end sank: two were left sinking and the fourth with deck awash, Men,
barrels, and boxes floated away.7

After this strike, except for an inecident on the 13th in which
B-25's and P-38's collaborated to shoot down four Ju-52's ané an
Me-Z23 out of one of the huge fleets of Axls transports that deily
fieu the Straits, another lean period ensned. It was broken by the
31Cth on the 2Lsi, when the Kasgerine battle was at its heignt. Accord-
ing to the group hietory, the B-20's had been dispatched to head off a
tanker, and 30 miles south of Sielly they found what looked to be s
tarker among a convoy of several large vessels. Their 500-poundera
fired the suspected tanker, ssnk two small escorts, end damaged a
crulser., The flak wes intense and one 3-25 landed in the sea. Saven-
teen P-38's took on the convoy's umbrella, knocked down two Ju-88's
and one Itallan seaplesne and destroyed another Ju-88 and a Ju-52 found
in the vicinity,

On the 224, the B-25's had further sueccess. A4 half-dozen of them
with 10 P-38's of the l4th Growp atiacked two freighters escorted by
three naval vessels. Despite intense and accurate light flak and the
convoy's alir protection, the B-25's were able to sink one of the
freighters and account for an lle-109 and an FW-190, bubt again one of
thelr number was lost, The P-28's claimed one Ju-88, The Z10th
suffered severely on the morrow vhen six of its alreraft made a run

on 13 Siebel ferries. They sank five of tke vessels, dbut the lighi
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flak sent three B-25's into the sez. Thse P-38 egeort fendod off all
alr attacks on the borbers and on the way out the Iightnings shot

down ome Cent Z—506.3

Ihe Bomber Offensive

Desplte the fact that 1t was shortly to become the major conponent
oif the Northwest Africsn Strateglc Alr Force, XIT Bomber Conmend could
scarcely be said to be performing stratesgic air operations. Especially
ig this true 1f the operations of the Dighth or, later, those of the
Tifteenth or the Twentieth Air Forces are considersd in comparison,

LII Bomber Cormand's overriding targzet was shipping-~which 1%t zasailed
at on- and off-loading points as well as during vassage--vhoge cargo
wlght reach the front and affect the battle 24 to 48 hours after tying
up in any Turigion port.

The role of cooperation in the land battle had beon established from
the start, when the first bombers put their wheels down on the newly-
oceupied African fields, On 20 January 1943, at Casablanca, the
Combined Chiefs of Staff reaffirmed XII Bowmber Commend's precccupation
in a memorandum, "The Bomber Offensive from North Africa.V In order of
time the objects of Africa~based bombardment were $o be: the furthermnce
of operations for the evictlon of Axls forces from Africs; the infliction
of heaviest possible losses on Axlis alr and naval forees in preparation
for HUSKY; the direet supsort of HUSKY; and the destruction of ihe

o1l refineries at Floesti. Without prejuiice to any of the enumerzted
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objectives, targets were $o be chogen with a view to weakening the
Itelian will to war.

Having scored a tactical success in finding a means of employing
1ts mediumg against shipping--~the flak had previously made their
excurslons to the harbors too costly--XtI Bomber Command continued its
efforis to Intexrrupt the Axis supply. The B.17's were entirely satis-
factory against the ports and they were kepb at thls work, except when
higher headquarters specifically directed them to other targets. Durw
ing Januvary end February, many such directives were handed down, and
the heavies freguently were to intervene dlrectly in the land battla.9

The operation ofi 1l Januzry was such an occasion. A emall contin-
gent of the 97th Group was sent sgainet the fort of Gadames in Lidya
on a migsion probably coordinated with General Le Clerc's Free French
column which, having worked its way up from Fort Lamy, was operating
against Itallan garrisons in the Libyan interior. Five B-17's attacked,
dropping 60 x 500-1b, bombs from 10,000 feet, and reported excellent
rosulis including direct hits on the fors. Photographs, however, subge.
quently showed the fort undameged. Another contingent of six bombed
the rail and highway bridges across the Oued El Akarit, 16 milos NEW
of Gz=bes, and clalmed two hits on the railroad bridge. The esgscort of
10 P-38's was unexpectedly atbacked by 12 Me-109's and FW-190's and in
a Jb.minube batitle had two of its number shot down against claims of
one Messerschmitt desiroyed and one probably. The bridges evidently
stood, for on 15 Janmuary the 17th Bomb Group dispatched 18 B-26's which

bombed them without success. Moreover, on this later occasion, the
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enany sen$ up a dozen fighters which shot down two B-26's and two of
the P-38 eacoz‘t.m

If the heavies and mediums had no success with the Oued el Akarit
bridges, thay were able to hammer Rommel's air units at the Tripoll
dromes, in cooperation with the advancing Bighth Army and the PAF, HME,
The 319th Group inauvgurated the assaunlt on 9 Janvary with a strike on
en alrfleld 10 mlles south of the Libyan capital, the B-26's scorling
hits on hangars and an adjacent camp., On the 12th, the 97th went to
Cantel Benlto with a mixiture of frags and HE, registered hits on and in
front of the hangars, and reported bursts among the parked alrerefs,
20 of vhich were claimed destroyed. The defenders responded with light
and heavy flak and 20 to 30 Me-109'z, which tried to avold the Pa38'y
and concentrzated on the vombers in a 20-minnte fight. The B-171s
cloimed 14-3=1, one babthered Fort limping in two and one-~guarter hours
late on two engines. Five days later, BAF, ME, signalled AFHQ that the
retraating eneny had plowed and svacuated hls forward airdromes and had
concentrated almost 200 alrcraft on Castel Benlto., Middle Bast bombers
were belng turned on the target that night and a strike by the B-17'=
was requested for 18 January., The 97th Group performed the mlsslon,
12 of its B-17's attacklng with heavy fighter cover--33 P-38's. The
borb load was entirely HE, perhaps because the Bomber Command was
suffering its peremnial lack of frags; 1% fell on the barracks and ad-
jacent bulldings, Fifteen to 20 Me-109's and FW-190's attacked and shot
down one B-17, but the bombers elalmed 1.1-0 and the P-38's 2-4-.4, One

P-38 was missing. General Spaatz. who land.ad at Gastel Senito late in
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January on his way back from Oalro, was much impressed by the havoc
wrounght by the combined air efforts of !fiddle Bast and Northwest
Africa.ll

Hore effective than the Castel Benito strikes, in all probabilisy,
was the Bomber Command's blasting of El Aouina on 22 Jenuary., First
atiack was made by 26 B-17's from the 97th and 301s%t, escorted by 16
P-38's of the lst Fighter. GF and frag clusters from 20,000 feet
completely covered the fleld, with resulting fires and violent explo-
slong, possibly because an awsmumition dump had been hit., The Z0lst's
contingent knocked down three intercepbting Me-109's and all alrcrafs
came safely back to base, About two hours later, the B-26's éame over
for a visit, 12 of them from the 17th Grouwp escorted by a squadron of
the 82d4. They used 100-1b. bombs with 1/10 delay on the bulldings
along the eastern edge of the field. The last attack was carried out
by 17 B-25's, escorted by dalegations of eight Lightnings aplaece from
the 1l4th and 824 Groups. Their frags scoTed in the dispersal areas.
One B-25 crashed and burned 15 miles west of Tumis, probably a vietim
of the flak, At least 12 parked planes were destroyed and 19 damsged
by the strike--the Bomber Command's estimate was 41 destroyed--and
two weeks later First Army intelligence reported that 600 Axis military
casusltles could be chalked up %o it.lg

The B-~17's were also Keeplng up thelr "milt runs" to the ports,
On 14 January the 97th weat to Sousse and the 30lst to Sfax., Ten

Forts dropped 1,000~ and 500-pounders on the Sousse doaks, starting
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fires on the North and East cuaye and in the town and narrowly :;Jisaing
three ships in the harbor. The 301lsi mustered a larger force for Sfax;
24 B-17's were over the port with nine P-38's in attendsnce, obiainlng
a good concentration on the northeast jetty. In an encounter over the
target two P~38's were lost and one Me-109 shot down. On 19 January
Tunls sustalned two attacks--~the 974h strixing at an industrial srea
south of the city and plaeing 85 per cent of itg bombs in the tarset
area, and the 301st scoring numerous hits om the Djebel Djelloud mar-
shalling yards. On 20 January Tripoli harbor was the priority cbjec-
tive, tut 13 of the 30lst's B-17's found 10/10 cloud over the Iibyan
capital and in the haze lost conbact with the ZL P-38's of the 1gt
Growp. They thersupon proceeded without escort to Gabes and bombed
Camp Mengln, destroying one of the Me-109's which rose %o 1ntercept.13
As new airdromes became avallsble on the Uonstantine platesu,
Z1L Bomber Command's units wera gradusily withdrawn from Bigkra. The
301zt went first--to Ain M'llla--where its alr echelon arrived on 17
Jenuary. The 97th stayed on at Bigkra three weelks longer, then came
into Chateandun du Rhumel. The move began on 8 February and the men
at first found the cold, raln, and sleet of the platean much legs
palatable than the sumny dust of Bigkra. The lst Grovp's P-38's
followed their charges back from the desert, and after 28 Januvary the-
14th Group ceased operations at Berteaux, turned its 12 remaining P-38's
over to the 824, and settled down to await orders sending 1t to the

rear for rest and :l;'ssfi‘«;ta:tng.l4
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On 23 January, the heavies returned to their favorite target-—
Bizerte, Zight B-17's of the 97th Group bombed shipplng in the
channel near the naval base and 12 of the 30lst Group dropped on the
base itself. Escort was by 22 P-34's of the let Group, ‘“he 97tk sent
one large merchant vessel to the bottom and damaged a second, kmoelted
down thres of 156 to 20 Me-l09's whick attacked during the bomb run.
The 301st scored on hangaras, workshops, and ofl tanks, encountered 75
to 100 interceptors after the bombing run, and claimed 25 to 30 of thenm
as destroyed.

Another of XII Bomber Jommand's requirements was to perform daily
reconnaissance over the Gabes-Medenine-Ben Gardsne road, over whien
Rommel's retreating forces were passing, and to attack and destroy
nilitary traffic thereon. This tesk fell to the P.381g3, which gome-
times swept the area in foree, On 21 January, for instance, 24 of the
1lst Group's P-38's found the road clogsed with traffic, strafed until
65 vehicles were clalmed as destroyed, knocked down two wandering
Me~10Y's, and came safely back despiie the fact that one P-338 had
ramned a telephone pole with its wing, ¥ext day, however, 10 Me-109's
broke up another attack on the bumper-to-bumper columns by Juping
eight P-38's and destroying two of them, The fight continued on the
234 over the backbracking Afrika Xorps, 16 P-38's destroying 25 to 30
vehlecles, but losing two of their number to a continuocus engagement
with the Messerschmitts., Moreover, four more P-38's d1d not return

for wlmown causes,
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On the next day Bomber Command struck: at the enemy alr, the P-38's
having reported 100 enemy ailrcraft on ths Medenine drome, A gsolid
overcast prevented the heavies from attacking; however, 18 B-25's of
the 310th which went in wmder the overcast at 9,500 found the Medenins
alrirome deserted but 50 to 60 alreraft on a landing grouni west of
the town, They dropped 1,284 frags on the target, destroylag two
gingle-engine fighters taklng off. Five minutes later 18 B-26!'s of
the 17th troup followed up in an attack with 100-pounders and destroyed
one Me-109 out of a formation of Interceptors. The combined assanlt
destroyed 10 of the laniing ground'g parked aireraft. A 1little later
in the day, four B-17's of the 97th struck at the shipplng at Sousse,
damaging a large merchantmsn with a direct hit.ls

After two or taree days of bad weather, the B-17's began on 28
January a sorles of five attacks on the ports. Sfax took its turn
first, Eighteen of the lst Group's P-34's escorted 11 B-17ts of the
97th and 16 of the 30lst 1n at 1422 to 1423 hours, the S500-pounders
smashing into the dociks and quays. The P-38's were inconclusively en-
gaged by four Me-1(9's, ‘fmt the bomters for thelr part knocked down
four Messerschmitts. Twenty minubes laber, 15 B-26's of the 17th Grouwp
rode in for another attack from 9,500 and reported large columns of
smolce from the warehouse area. Their escort of elaven P-38'gs destroyed
one out of a dozen FW-190's over the tearget and fought off six more
eneny puravit on the way home. The 210th Grouvp, meanwhile, hsd bombed

Sfex's rellroad yarde, 18 of the Kitchells droxping 136 x 300-pownders
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vhich scored numerous hlts in the yard, on cars, and on the barrascks
in the near-by military camp. One P-38 wasg lost to flak and one B-25
crash-landed 45 mileg WNW of the eity, but two enemy fightere were also
accounted for.

Cn the 29th, nlne B-17's of the 97th and 13 of the 30lst bored
throvgh intense heavy AA to blast Bizerte's fueling jetties and ware-
houses and damage one medlum-slzed and two large merchant vessels in
the harbor. Four of the Forts sustalned flak bits and a fifith crash-
landed at Djebel Abiod, Next day, at Ferryville, four more vessels
wvere dameged by a combired force from the iwo groups, no opposition
developing other than intense flak., On the 31st at Blzerte, however,
the enemy fighters came up, o loge eight of thelr number in an atteck
on a dozen of the 30let's bowbers, Fourteen B-L7's from the 97th,
neenvhile, had bombed and sunk a large vessel at the docks. The efforts
of the enemy fightere sent one B-17 into a erash landing southeast of
Bone. The assault was continued on 1 February at Tunias by 10 of the
97th's Forts and en equal number from the 30lst. The 97th dropped
60 x 1,000-pounders from 23,000 feet, fought off a composite attack by
German and Italian pursult for a seore of 4-2-3, and had one of 1ts
Forts rammed and downed by an FW-190 spparently menned by a desd pillot.
18 bonbg covcred the target area and damaged one large ship, The
301st atiacked a convoy entering 1= Goulebtte harbor, scored ore direet
hit ard meny near misses, and shot down five Me~109's.18

On 7 February the Twelfth Alr Force mads its first attack on s
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ta.rgét oubslide contlnental Africe~-the Cagliari-Eimas alrdrome in
Serdinle, againgt which the 97th had sent 14 Fortresses sz far back
as November, only to have then folled by weather., General Cennon haé
vanted to attack the Cagliari area for some time, as he put it, "for
a (Glversion both for our own and enemy foreces," bubt Twelfth Alr Force
had replied that Trapani and Palermo wera more imporbtant objectives.
Hovever, on € February an Allled convoy was badly meuled between Oran
and Alglers and this probably was the direct ecause of the blows struck
on the 7ih,

A force of 51 bombere was put over the airdrome at 1508 to 1555
noursg: 14 B-17's of the 97th, 18 B-17's of the 30lst, and 19 B-26's
of the 17th Bomb Group, The 97th attacked with 1,000-pounders, the
301st and 17th with frags. Escort for the heavies was furnished by 22
P.38's of the lst Group, while 18 of the 824 iook the medivms in three-
quarters of an hour later. *Yesults were good; bursts coveref the field
and hangars, destroyed 25 alrcraft, and lefs la,:.:ge black-gmoke fires,
The 30lst, attacked by eight to 10 enemy fighters, destroyed two
lle~102's and damaged two Re-2001's. The lst Fighter's contingent
shot down one Me-109 on the way home, and the B-26's accounted for two
more, All the Twelfth's alrcraft came back to Africa, having experienced
only slight end inaccurate heavy flak and having found thelr radio
commmications Jammed in the target srea. That evening the Allied
convey was agaln assalled, bul weakly; and covering Beaufishters dis-

porged the threat. 17
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On the 8th the heavies blasted Sousse, Thirteen from the 97th
and 19 from the 30)st participated, escorted by two squadrons of the
lst Fighter Group. The bombing was very affective, with bursts cover-
ing the northern dock and sezplane base and ceusing a large explosion
in the northwest corner of the harbor. Dwo ships took direct hiis and
many bombs fell among 14 to 16 small vessels, Save for an atiack on
Ralrouan eirdrome, the B-17's were then idle for a week, but on 15
February they went without escort to Palermo, kingpin of the enemy's
supply route from Sicily, Eighteen of the 97th's Forts performed the
mission; they left a large ship burning and reported many bombs on the
docks and dry dock. No fighters rose to challenge them and the second
nigelon to targets beyond Africa came through without losms.

Two days later, XII Bomber Commend struck agsin at the Sardinian
alrdromes-~the B-17's having been briefed for Eimas, the B~-25's and B-26's
ifor Villaecldro. With 23 P-38's of the lst Group escorting, the 801st
rad 24 of its Forts over the target at 1406 with 3,296 x 20.1b, frage
and 12 x 500-1b. long fuzed, delayed-action demolition bombg. Weather
prohibited obeervatlon of the results and prevented more than seven of
the 97th'g 20 Fortresses from bombing, The 301lst destroyed one FW-190
which attacked and the P=38's, one of two Fa-200%'s, TForty-five mlrmutes
later the B.25's droned over Villacidro, nine of then dropping 588 x
20=-1b, frags on the barracks area; the other three bombed the alternate
target, Declmomannu, where they blew up s dullding and scored hits
near varked alreraft. Four of the escorting P-Z8's wvere counted as

migsing, but all eventually got home, The B-26's gave up Villacidro
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entlrely and went to Declmomanrm with their frags-~the bombs bursting
. amonget 80 te 80 parked aircraft, They shot down two Ma=200's which

attacked over the target, and a Cant Z-E06 was desitroyed on the return

trip. The only loss to bombers or escort on ike mlssion occurred when

two B-26's colilded over the target--five or six chutes were observed. 18

Attritlon and ithe Alr War
Since entering the Tunisian battle in mid-November, the Twelfth

Air Force had consistently inflicted heavier losses on the GAF and IAF
than it had suffered at their hands, In November it had lost only 19
alrcraft to enemy air action, AA, and unknown ceuses but had shot down
48 enenmy plenes. In December the Twelfth accounted for 61 hostiles as
againgt 1ts own loss of 49; the box score read 167 to 72 for January
end 186 Yo 74 for February. However, among other causes, a conilnuing
ghortage of replacement aircraft and crews hampered the TOECH air force
in building this advantage into air suvperiority.

The TORCE plans had contemplated that, because of the difficuities
of replacement, the Americen alr units would be inltially reduced %o
drawlng replacement alrcraft from their own first line strength; anf
General Doollittle wae shortly forced to adopt this prectlce to £1li up
his actlve P-38 squadrons. When on & December, except for the advance
"attrition” of the 33d Group which had been catapulted from H,M.S, Archer
on tke D-plus-5 convoy, no aircraft replacements had as yet reached the

. Twelfth, General Doollttle polnted out that the TORCH plans had not

conterplated an early move to the east or early contact with the GAF.

Lo e
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The gltvation was not alleviated by the fact that for a varlety of
reasons a good portion even of the Twelfthts firvest-line gtrength had
rot arrived in Africa. This last-naned factor was not particwlarly
serlous, however, except in the instance of the mediun bomwbers; the
Twelfth conld no% in any case, because of the scarclty of forward alr-
dromes, have deployed its P-39 groups.lg

Since the British had the responsibllity of maintaining the 3ist
and 524 (Spitfire) Groups, and the 33d Grouwp had not yet seen coubat,
the most immedlate problem in early December was to get replacement
B.17's, B=36's, and B-26's, and most especially, P-38's. Although
B~17 conmbat losses were not heavy, replacements were too glow in coming
to EIC; vhen they finally did come, the Twelfth was glven priority over
the HElghth~-on 2 January, General ZEsker explained that the "firgi! 28
B-17 replacements would stay in Africe.?0

The atrength of the medium groumshad been cut by the 318thl's
pitter experience with the North Atlantic ferry route, by the use of
the 310th's B-25's as navigating planes for fighters on the overwater
hop from the Unlted Xingdom, and by difficuliles of range on the southern
ierry route. The gouthern route as originally planned (XKano, Accra, or
Eoberts Field to Casablanca or Oran) hod been tased on the belief that
medium bombers could negotiate a nonstop flight from the central African
eirdromes, However, the prevailing north winds necessitated a hurried
search for internedlate fields and, finally, the noving of the overwater

terminus from Accers to Bathurst. The Twelfth Alr Force was scheduled
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to recelve vin this route, besldes bombsr replacements, the following

. unitg: 68th Oogervation Group (A-20 sguadroms); 320th (B-26), 32lst
(B-25), and 17%h (3-028) Mediwa Bowbardment Growps; and the 27th Light
Bombardnent Gromg.gl

As for the fighters, the shortage of shipping and the competitien
of other cargo sharply limited the two obvious metheds of bringing them
to Africe: by boat to United Kingdom for erection and flight to TORDIT,
or by boat to African ports for erection thereat. However, as the wup-
ghot of a letter from General Eisenhower to OPD, Admiral King made the
R_a_ng_e_g avallable to take a load of P-40's in early Jaonuory--the aly
echelon of the 325th Group. Moreover, at the instance of Col. Max P,
Schneider, liaison offiger from the Twelfth to AG/AS, Materiel, lMainte-
nance, and Digtridbutlon, various methods of getting more fighters across
were lpstltubed by that office, the most novel of which involved the use
of speclully constructed steel stands for P-35's on the decks of 1:3.::11«:43::-5:.2E

Despite all efforts, the sltuatlon as regards P-38 replacements
did not improve, and in rid-January XII Bomber Command was urgenily
requesting that its unlts be brought to strength, lest operations be
curtailed. The problem came 40 General Arneld's attention at Casablanca

and he lnltiated drastic action to fortlfy the Twelfth for the alr war

in the Mediterranean. On 24 January, the toial stremgth of the three
P-38 groups {less one squadron) ia North Africa was 30 planes. General
Arnold ordered that all P-33's in the Unlted Kingdom be gent to Horth

o Africa immediately-—the Twelfth had alraady scoured the Usited Kingdom

_JA_LHBHYJPU ORwatidN .
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for P38'g--end this order brought down the last of the Tighth's P-38
units, the 78th Group. Horeover, Admiral King agreed to still another
crossing by the Rangex, wlth P=40's and replacement pllots. Adéitional
P-38's were to be sent as decx loads and flown via the South Atlantic.
General Arnold even proposed to outfli one of the Twelfth's Spiifire
squadrons with P-47's, & move which was not, however, followed through.
That the two Spitfire groups suffered from replacement t;.'ouble vas
additionally borne out by the fact that one of them, the 524, had to
be withdrawn from the Kasserine batile when that conflict was at its
helght; it turned 1ts remaining aireraft over to the 31st,<o

On 2 Pebruary General Spaatz reviewed the Twelfth's Teplacement
gtatus and indulged in sone general remaris on serviceability in Africa,
Ee pointed out that, in ordilnary course, no mors than 50 per cent of
over-all aireraft strength would be serviceable for operatlons and that
therefore to keep at strenzth an active combat uvnit, at lenst 50 per
cent additional strength above T/0 must be avallable in the theater.
He Indicated that the low number of B-17's then in operation was due
rather to motor changes caused by saznd, %.e., at Blskra, than to any
shortage of alrcraft. However, on the 20th he was connlalning of a
feritical® sliuation in his medium and 1light bombardment units, and not
untll 26 March was he able to wrlte of a vexry, very notlceable improve-
ment® in replacement aireraft. *

Replacem:nt pllots were no more nlentiful than sireraft during the
early phases of the Tunisien battle and the consequent lowering of

morale 1n the affected un:lts was ci‘sed time after time in the pleas %o
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Washington for reinforecement. The policy of the Hfull breakfast
table" could not be mainialned, In the reviev of his replacemont situa—
tion which Spaatz pade on 2 February, he emphasizod the need for a re-
placement pool for the repid disnatch of pllots to meet losses frow
combat. The upshot of the twin scarcities was that the Twalfth was
forced to the uneconomical practice of relieving entire squadrons and
groups, often under the least convenlent circumstances. The cage of
the 524 Group has already been clted; the replacement of the 15th Light
Bombardment Squadran early in January and of the 334 Group in the first
weel: of Fobruury deprived XII ASC of two experlenced and effective
units, and the latter's relief camm in the midst of intensive air opera—
tions. Similarly, in the Bomber Command, the 319th Medium and 14th
Flghter Groups were retired during the month of Feh:nn‘m.ry.""‘5

The shortage of fighter sireraft im the Twelfth Alr Force was the
more serlous In that all echelons agreed that numerieal superiority was
necessary for success sgainst the FW-190 and ths le-~-10982 and @2, At
no tlme did Bomber, Fighter, or Alr Support Command consistently enjoy
over the enemy s preponderance of flghter strength. Bomber Command
recognized two distinet types of escort--depemding upon the numerical
ratlo of flghters to thelr charges, Vhen the ratio was low--and it
generally was--c¢lose escort wes not atte:mted. The fighters made an
offensive sweep of the area ahead of the bouber formetion and retired

followlang the lagt group of bombers.
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As to0 the record of the P-38 against the GAT's fighters, a certain
amount of dlsagreement exists and cannot be reconciled in the abzence
of fightereversus-fighter statistics. Admittedly, in escort work the
P.38's guffered from the inherent handieap of a defeansive role in which
they were obliged %o awalt atiaclk under conditions chosen by the enemy,
but 1t is probable that they held their own even under this circumstance
and thelr chances improved vhen they were used independently. Their
Pilots had no inferiority complex, the bomber crews regarded them as
indispensable, and the Twelfth Air Force never esaged calling for tnem,
melting no complaint of their performance. 5

The tropleallzed Spitfire V, with which the 31st and 524 U. S,
Fighter Groups were egquipred, as were most of Zastern Air Comand's
fighter squadrons, did not measure wp to either the FW-190 or the
Me-109G2. On 12 January Gemeral Eisenhower dispatched a personal mes-
sage to Sir Charles Portel in reference particulariy to the alr war over
Bone. He spoke of the "severe taciical handicap® under which Spit v
pilots labored, and in order to seore a tactical surnrise on the GAT,
asked that two or three RAF squadrons, instead of the one squadron
presently contemplated, be equipped with Spit IX's., XII ASC's comment
on the Spit V, as well as the P-40F, was that it was necessary to employ
large formations because the speed and clinb of the enemy alrcraft
enabled them to choose whether to attaelz or run.

The P-40F, at altitudes under 12,000 feet, could be used successfully
against any of the Axls fighters, but as the lafayetie Escadrille dis-

covered, 1t could not dogfignt above 12,000 nor climb into the sun

); l”m

gELUP""’ \FQRMAF 10l

~ THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

AAFERH-14

agaeinst them. On 4 February AFHQ requested that when the Ranser agein

loaded P-40's for Afrien they be of the P-40Y varilety as Yesrlier P-40

types are badly handicapped in fighting latest Axls equioment." As for
%he P-39D1's and P-400's they simply dié not have the fighter charac-

teristics the theater required.37

Eerformance of ihe Mediums
The Twelfth's heavy bombers--two experienced groups-~had burned in

generally exeellent performances. Thelr bombing accuracy was good,
from an altitude whore losses from flak were low, and their gunners
acocumlated formidable claimg against enemy interceptors, The tactic=l
value of the mediunm bombers, however, at times seemed to approach the
equivocal., A% low altitudes {4,000 to 6,000 feet} light flak made
thelr excursions exvensive; at 9,000 to 12,000 feet thelr bomblng
accuracy did not justify the adjective 'orecision," and at any altitude
they were mors difficult to escort and,esneclally the B-25's, mors vul-

nerable to enemy fighters. Their main advanitage over the heavies lay

in the fact that they could be dispatched more quickly agalnat any target,

an important conslderation when enemy convoys were reported iu the
Stratts. The Straits had been the scene of thelr main successes in

January end February, bub even there they had begun to encounter effec-

tive enemy countermeasures. Moreover, the B-25 and B-26 squadrons suffered

conglderably in morale and effectiveness because of the fallure %o kesp
them at strangth.as
During Janusry, the medium groups made o series of attacks on
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raillroad targets which affords a falr saapllng of thelr general btomb-
. ing performance. On the 10th, nine B-38%'s of the 1Vth Group were

briefed for an attack wpon a column of tanks reported on a road west
of Gabes, Unable %o find the Panzers, they made a run on the marshal-
ling yards and oil tanks st Gabes itself, with 192 x 100.1b. demolition
bormbs and 19x 100-1b. incendiaries. Results from 8,000 to 8,500 feet
were excellent with a dlrect hit on an oil tark and the destruction of
large sections of track. Two Me-109's attacked the escort of 8 P.3B's,
one Lightning subsequently being reported missing, and an assauit by
four to slx lle-10%'8 ghot down ome of the bombers azalnst bomber claimes
of 1-1-0. On the 14th the rallroad yards and warehouses at the little
goaslde town of lishares were the itargets for a half-dozen of the 319%11“5
Marauders. Of the 50 x 300-1b. bombg, only one wan c¢laimed to have hit
the railroad and two in the nelghborhood of the warehouses. One sirling,
however, hit a growp of boals offshore. BRBetter resulis had been oo-
talned two days before on the bridges at La Henchs by 12 B-26's from
the 17th, Abttacking from 5,000 to 7,600 feet they blew up the road
bridge and scored near misses on the rallroad dridge. Hot content, the
formation continued to Ohebba and obiained two hits on a bridge at that
pla.ce.zg

As freguently happened in Africa, dust olscured the resulis of a
atrize at the rallrcad junctlion of Graiba on 17 January. The 12 B-25's
of the 310th Grown could only report one stick in the southwest portion

. of the target area. On the 30th, however, the B-25's not only registered
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. effectively on railroad installations at E Aoulnet, but dbrought the

local Tuftwaffe wp for a minor air battle. On that day 18 Mitchells
wenld oul with 16 P-38's of the 824 Growp. They bombed from 8,200 to
9,600, put one string across the tracks, placed others on the main

. treciz and spurs, and reported bursis in the warehouse area. Just after
the run 10 to 12 Me-109's and 3 to 4 FiW-190's appeared. The bombers
elalmed 2-2.0, the P-38's five Messorschultts and a Focke-Wulf des-
troyed., 'Two P=-33's erashed nortn of Gabes and two were listed as miss-
ing.

The mediums usuelly proved quite successful against alrdromes. On

29 Januvary both the 17th and the 310th dlspatched contingents againet
B4 Aoulns. UTne B-25's, approaching from tne landward side, were con-
fronted by 10/10 overcast and did not bomd, but 11 B-26's came in from
the sea and dropped 1,152 x 20-1b, frags--the bursts covering the alr-
drome, demolishing the buildings on its east side. 4 direct hit put out
a flak position and 12 enemy aircraft were destroyed on the ground.
A Qozen enemy fighters made lnterceptlion: the B-26's shot down three,
thelr escort destroyed one, and the 3L0th's escort, observing the Tight
over Laoteur, lent a hand by kmocking down still another. On 13
Februaryr the B-26's did not fare so well over Hl Aowina, Twenty-five
of them from the 17th and 319th sterted for the target, but twelve
returnell early, probably beecause of the bad weather. Seven-fenths
overcast ghrouded the Tunig airdroxe, with broken elouds at 12,000

. feet, and only partisl observation of the results of the frage could

be made, The bombers had meanvhile lost their escort in the elouds
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and found themselves the target, not only for 15 minutes of intenge
. flak but for 20 to 30 Me-109's. Bomber clainms ran to 4-3-4; one

3-~26 crash-landed in friendly territory with a dead orew merber, and

anotber bowber had gore down over the target.Z0

In the first days of Februsry, the Twelfth's mediums received re-
inforcemente-~the 8lst and 82d Squadrons of the 12th Group (B-25's),
vhich had earned a formidable reputetion in the Iinth Air Toree. The
orders were received at Gambut on 2 Februsry, and in the succeeding
days the alr echelon and part of the ground echelon of the two squad-
rons departed for Hiskra in Algeria. They subsequently moved to
Berteaux, in tine to take a hend, as di¢ almost every combat echelon
of the Twelfth Alr Force, in the discomflture of the Axis before Thala

and Telessa. 8l

P e . _ —

- ,n Voo -

-~ e
A ‘—_.‘

SECURTTY TNFORTTANOH

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EQ12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

AAFFH-14 ~e Y T TR "-”g 163

mw&%a# W ) LA VTR

Chapter VII
THE TURN OF ©HZ TILZ

The Axle Break-Through

By mid-February the Axis held in ceniral Tunlele the most favorable
position 1t could expect for the duretion of the cempalgn, The Tighth
Army was walled off beyond the Mareth fortifications, undsr the
necesslty of building up supplies through Tripoll and additionslly
bampered by bad weather. In the breathing spell before Gepersl
Hontgorery could mount an attack on the Mareth Line, there was scope
for an adventure againet the illeequipped French on the Fastern Torssl
and. the laryely wntrled American II Corps which had assenbled forward
of Tebessa in January. The 2lst Penzer Dlvision, withdrawn from the
Afriks Xorps and partially re-equipped at Sfax, had already wut in an
appearsmce at Faid Pass on the 30th of January, and on 12 Februsry
Ronmel detached additional armor and sent it northward through the Gabes
£ap.

Qn 14 Fobruery, in strict accordance with Rommel's "Appreciation,!
the enenmy launched an attack designed to cut through both the Tastern
and the Western Iorsal, take ILe XKef, and fron there roll on to the
coast, isolating the Allled forces fucing Tunls and slzerte. At the
very least, the move would sorve to safeguerd the Axle flank during

the Zighth Army's inevitable smash at the Mareth Idne, The chief point

NriEy m"ﬂﬁ*’;ﬁ"—.,@,
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of zesauilt was 5141 Bou Zid, z subslidlary attacic developirg from
Maknesey.

The defense of Jidi Bou Z1d was the responsibllity of the U. S.
1st Armored Divielon and rested on two hill posltions facing Fald Pass
and & mobile reeerve in 5id% Bow Zid itself. According to II Corps!
report the hill positions were not mubually supporting for anbtitenk
and smalleazrns fire., By nlghtfsll the eneny had overrun iwo batteries
of American fleld artlllery, inflicted heavy losses on counterattacking
Arericen armer, and completely cub off the Infantry on Djebel lLessouda.

X1l Alr Support Command immediately threw itself inte the dbattle.
On the 14th 1tes fighters carried out repeated reconmslssance and straf.
ing missions, and the A-20's brulsed a tank column in Fald Pass with
denolitlon and frags. Durlipg thie attack, the escort became lpvolved
with an unreporied nuvmber of FW-190's which engzged the close cover
of F-39'a and P-40%'s, Spitfiros, flying top cover, dived to attack
but found thelr guns had been Jommed by a sand storm, However, the
P-39%'gs and P-40's Gestroyed one FW-190 without loss to themselves., 'he
A-20's also participated In three mlgsions against the southern horn
of the enemy's advesnce, the most notsble of which caught a coavey
of perhape & hundred trucks at an unélspersed halt porthwest of Makuassy.
Moreover, on the way to the target the escort droke up s fighter-bowrber
raid of Me-1l09's and FW-190's,

In view of the menasclng situatlion at Sidl Bou Zid the amall

garrison of French and Americens at Geisa withdrew to Feriana on the

. ll! 3 Lind
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. night of the 14th. The next morning, the lst Armored atbterpted to re-
lieve the 188%th Infantry s$ill helding Djevels Lessouda and Kealra,
Lespite heavy sacriflces in tanks, the action 41d not succeed in ex—
tricating the infantry, although some of Djebel Lesgouda'n defenders

> managed to escape durlng the night, the orders o retire having been

dropped by two P-U0's of the Blst Group. Contact was lost with the

troops on Djlebel Ksalra and with the 24 3attalion, lst Armored Regiment,

which had reached the outskirts of Sidi Bou Zid during the counterattsck.
On the 15th, XII ASC's principal efforte went to the protection

of the embattled line. The dzy at Thelepte began with a strafing

attack by slx YMe~-109's, necessitating the reeall of the firet mlssion.

Twelve Spiltfires and two P-39's, of the 3lst and 8lst Groups respectively,

returned in time to destroy three of the ralders. One Spit was dovned,

and an A-Z0 was strafed and destroyed on tke grouvnd. All dey the Splts

and P-32's patrolied and strafed in the reglon of Sidl Bou 21d. On

the 14th XII ASC's reconnailssance had revealed Xsirouan field well

stocked with enemy alrcraft, and General Xuter at AASC had accordingly

requested a strike by XLI Fomber Command, General Spaatz having set wp

medivm bombers for XiI ASC's needs on the 15th, the attack was cerried

out on that day by the newly arrived squadrons of the 12th Group and

the B-26's of the L7th. Tnirteen B-26's hit Xairousn first, the frags

catehling two alreraft taking off. Tine of the 18th's B-25'g followed

in a half-hour; as they came in on the target they could see threes

. eneny ailrcraeft afire, the fruita of the previous attack, Althouzh

-
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. intense light and heavy flek greeted them, they laid their frags on
the sides of the runways and on the dispersal areas, Both formations
were intercepted, but the bombers and escort compiled cleime of seven
eneny fighters destroyed ageinst one B-25 hit by flalr and tken ghot

- ) down,

February 16tk saw Combat Command A in a delaying action eagt and

southeast of Sbeitla, suffering heavy persomnel casuslties from dive
bombing. It was by now apparent that the whole area east of the
Viestern Dorsal was untenable, as II Corps' losses of 98 medium tonks,
07 half-tracks, 12 x 1E6.mz. and 17 x 105-nm. guns rendered counter-
strokes impossible. XIT ASC did ite utmost in the deteriorating situve~
tlion, 1ts fighters furnlshing cover and 1ts light bombers attacking
trucks, tarks, and gun positions. However, Gafsa had already on the
night of the 15th been oceupied by a small enemy column, and the orders
had gone out to organize Xasserine Pass for defense. As a result XII
ASC was forced to evacuate most of its alrdromes.l

Luring the week of 1421 Pebruary, XIL ASC successively evacuzted
five bases in the path of the eremy onslaught, slmultaneously main-
taining a high level of alr activity as its contribution 40 a eritical
situatlon. This achievement redounded to the eredit mot only of the
individual Alr Corps unlts involved but to the careful advance plaming
of 4llied Alr Support Command. The possibility of "retrograde movement™
in II Corps' area had figured in headquarters caleulatlons for some

. time prior to 14 February, and on 10 Februsry Zvacuation Plan 4 for

Y ki e rl
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Sbeitla and Thelepte had been digseninated to the interested commands,
As mepsures preliminary to the invocation of Plan 4, stockage at
the Thelepte dromes was to be immedlately reduced o a four-day level
for units presently located there; and Sbeitla, vhere no tactical wnits
hed arvived, wes not to receive stockege in excess of a four-dzy level
for one fighter growp. A further precautlion was the bulld-up at Canrobers
of a 10-day stockage for one lighi bomb group., Once Plan A was declared
:11; effect, the unlte ocewpying Sheltla and Thelepte were to be moved
to touks, Tebessa, and Le Koulf as determined by XII ASC, and stocknge
at Thelepte was to be reduced to a four-day level for ome fighiter group.
The 3d Servlice Area Command becamze responsitle for the removal of
supplies and equlpment from Sbeitla and Thelepte. XIX ASC was to assist
this process to the maximum, dstermine the priorities for movement of
supplies and personnel, and destroy equipment and stores likely to fall
into enem.y hands,

Plan A was to go into operation if and vhen the ground forces with-
drew from Gafsa. 'hen thir event occurred on the evening of the l4th,
Flan A was declared in effect as of 2200 hours--but for Sbeitla only,
the time of 1ts appllcation to the Thelepte dromes being left to the
XIT ASC commander, Colonel Williams. During the night of 14-15
Pebruary, Shbeltla was accordingly abandoned and the resident 46th Ser-
vice Squadren departed for Canrobers.

General Futer had previcusly intenfied to bagse the 68th Obgervetion

Grow at Sbeitla, and the station had been ocecupled by Service Command
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. troope since 1 February. However, the uncertain ground situation had

The 46th Service Squadron was worklng

at Sheitla vhen the evacuation orders came; 1t was very nearly ca:?tured.
by the oncomirg Axis forces, but escaped and toolt with 14 75 truck-loads
of supplies, a three-day level of munitions, and more fthar 100,000
fallone of ges and o:!.:l..3

The valusble Thelepte flelds were glven wp by tne 17th, as the

Allied line wes swung bacz on the Western Dorsal ané the Germans and

Italiang approached from Gafsa and Sheitla, Two A-20 squadrons of the

47th Group were ordered oub first. Om the l6th the ground personmnel
began preparing the evacuation while the airerews were on a migsion.
By 2400 of the 16th, the two souadrons had jeined the rest of the group
at Youwig-les-dzling wnere dsyllght of the 17th found them ready for action.
Thelepte'ts two flghter groups, the Slst and the Blsk,followed on the 17th,
the lest persomnel pulling oubt as Axls artiliery began reglstering on
the airdromes, The 8lst went back o Le Houlf, northwvest of Tebessa,
and tho 3lst to o makeshift field at Tebessa itgelf, Also directed to
Le Kovif was the 346th Squadron of the 350th Fignter Groun,

ayromn the two Thelepte fields, 2 total of 3,498 individunals were
evacuated and very little organizatlonal equipment was left behind.
Fifty toousand gallans of gasoline were burned as well as four P-40's,
three A-30's, threo $Syits and elgat P-30'sy of thess, five were non-
reparable. On 18 Pebruary, insbructions were lssued from AASS that
neither gasolin- ror alxevaft were o be burned in any farther evacuntions;
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rather the gasoline conbainars were to be punctured and the planes
. disabled only to the extent of rendering their use by the enemy im-
pogaible.

Intensive alr operutions continued. On the 17th the Spits 2nd
P-39's perforned their reconnalssance missions sver the fiuid front,
stralfed vhere targels presented theuselves, and furnished cover for
Combat Cowmand A ~tubbornly defendlng Sheltla, 4 Spitfire squadron wp
at 1116 hours repor.sd one of the Thelepte fields being shelled and

Foriena swarning with Axis tranenmort. Late in the afternson six 4-20°s

gtruel the roud below Ferisna, clalming 35 vehieles destroyed afier a
low=altitude attack with 100-1b. bowmbs fuzed for delayed action. 4
road and a highway dridge were also declared out. One 4-20 and one

Spit werse lost to £k, 3

ahe Orisis befora Thala
3y 18 Pebruary, Il Corps had pulled baer into the Western Dorsal

and was baslily fortlfying the passes in the barrier: Shiva, Fi-ll-2l-
Abiod, Dernaia, and rasserine. ZEverywhere oan the hil-ls gus were being
emplaced and foxholes dug, The remains of Coxbat Commend A moved fron
Sheitle inbo the Sbidve gan vhere 1t was Joined by elements of the
dritish 662 lrmored. To watch over El-ia-3Il-ibiod, fombat Cormand B
moved t5 the reglon southeast of Tebessa, while Djebel Dernaia's three

- approaches wers organized for defense by the Fformer Gafsa garrison,

. The tactical imporiance of lasserine Pass lay in the faet that meeting

in the defile were two roads, leading northuest to Thala and west %o
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Tebeagam-and excapt a2t the forit, communication between them wag im-

. practicable because the Qued Hateb was in flood. Conseguently, not
only was the Pass iteelf fortified, but the 26th Infantry dug in along
the Thala road and the 19th Zngineer Reglment went into position block-
ing the Tebessa rouke.

On 18 Februury, in the midst of II Corps' traveil, General Spasiz
iseucd his GO 71, activating the Forthwest ifrican Alr Forces. The
previous day had vitnessed Alr larshal Coningham's arrival at 18t Army
Group and his assumption of command over AASC, which, purswnb to
GO #1l, becrme Horthwest African Pactical Alr Forece, The air marshal
made himself felt at once., Upon perusing the operations summary for
the 18th, he was moved to cable all alr commands deploring the fact
thot almost all flying done by XII ASC and 242 Group had beem defensive.

Targets were in evidence; bomders wers on call, bubt had not been

utilized, nor had fighters been used offensively. Coningham informed
his air commanders thal he had already advised the lst Army and the
three corps headquarters that cover flylns was being abandoned unless
specifically aunthorized by NAYAF. Hereafiter, the maximmm offensive

role was t0 be asslgned to every misslon., The air marshal pointed out
that by golng on the offensive the alr force automatically protected the
ground forces. Moreover, he indicated that in the present oritlccl phase
of operatlons, every opportunity should be taken to strike at enemy con-

4
centrations and goft-glrimmed vehicles--tanks were to be let alons.

. XiL ASC's actlvity during the vorsening weather of 18 February
had consisted of four missions--two reconn&tissance and strafing missions
,9.% e %Nmmm
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at Sbelila and Teriana and two troop-cover missions in the Xasmserine
ares, ‘here the enemy was probing the defenses of the Pass., The day
of the 19%h allowed no scope for flylng, offensive or defensive, as
drenching rains set in. The 20th proved 1ittle detter. TWhile XII

ASC sat waterbound, the Germans and Itallans pub their time to good
advantage. The defenses of Sbiba resisited all atbacks, dbut on the
night of the 19th the enemy infiltrated the high ground overlooking
the American positlons at Kasserine Pass. At daylight he attacked and
broke through,

By now energetic measures had been taken £ meet the deepening
erisls. The British 26th Armored Srigade had come under II Corps!'
eontrol near Thala on the 19th and additlonal reimforcemcnts were on
the way, By the 20th General Spaatz had placed most of his Stratagle
Alr Force (XII ZBomber Command plus two Wellingbon sjuvadrons) at Alr
Harghal Coninghenm's disposal. This arrangement obtained throughout the
eritical phase of the operctions znd was %11l in foree on 24 Februzry.
The stage was belng set for a concentration of alr nower which was to
go far to blunt the Axls speocrheads.

In the face of the enemy onslaught, the 26th Infantry had been
forced to reitire up the Thala road, compelling in turn the withdrawal
of the 18th lngineers on its side of the Oued Hateb. Combat Command B,
moving %o the support of the englneers, went into defenslve positlons
elght miles east of Djebel Hamra and the 26th Armored Brigade prepared

to dispute an advance on Thala. On the night of the 20th, General
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Kobirett end the British commanders agreed on a plan to halt the enemy
. oush, General Robineft was to restore the gltuation south of the Cued
Hateb while the 25th Armored Brlgade was to flght a delaylang action
to enable the 24 Battalion, 5th Lelcesbers,to prepare positions across
the road three miles from Thala, It was up the Thala road that the
eneny wag maltdinz his maln effors, ﬂ._mi it was imperative that he not
reack the Lelcesters before 1800, 21 Februar;r.s
The day of 21 February compassed 2 desperate struzele. The Axlsg
forces dsbouched fron .asserine Pass, hit towards Tebessa with 20 tanks
and towards Thala with 40. Combat Command B contalned all thrusks
towvards Tebesga, but the 26tha Armored Brigade lost 20 tanks in the
doyts zetlon., The brigade mainteined, however, the required delay.
Vhen at 1945 the enemy brolze the Lelcesters' position befors Thala,

he was confronted b the artiliery of the U. 5. 9th Divigion, which

had spent four days znd nighits ln a hasty jouwrney froa Casablanca.
Oréers were clrculated that the positlon must be held at all costs.
Agaln on the 2lsh, wealher hampered ZII ASJ's efforts to imbtervene
in the batbtle., On four occaslorns 1ts Soits and P-32's rose on recon.-
naigsanee anid strafing missions; three tilnes they were forced back by
rain and fog, Only two P-32'¢ were able to bore thmugh to the eneny,
strafing a conceatration of 20 tanks and 20 to 40 trucks., Strategic
Alr Force contrivuited a raid on the Gafsa rallroad yards by 10 B-25's
of the 12th Group. On this day also, XII ASC's wnits evsouated another

-. field, Tebessa, the 3let Fighter Group's 307th and 309th Squadrons
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going bagk to Youks and the 308th to Le Koulf. e Kouvlf, In turn,
was abandoned on the 224, with the 308th Squgdron and the eniire
Hlst Growp landing agaln at Youks,

Mebruary 224 was the critical day, The Axls tide reached its
floed., 1t beat agalnst Sbloa vhere two neuvly arrived squadrons of
Churchil) fants bested the Ponzers in thelr first engagement. It
lapped at the defenses of Thala and Tebessa--without, however, breach-
ing them. At 1915 the enemy began o general wlthdrawal, hastened by
a successful Amerlcan counteratitacl: which cleared him out of Bou Dries.
Al night the Allied artillery harassed his movemenis with interdiction
fire,

Thanks to partlally clearing sikles, the alr forces were able %o
contribute to the final repulse, with XII ASC bearing the brunt. Youks-
les-Bains, the Twelfth's first advanced base in Africa, had becoue
the focus of ~ir activity by the 224. Desplte the fact that Alr Corps
troops not necded for immediate operatlons had been previously sent
baelz to Canrobert, Youwrs was a badly crowded field, enteritaining
echelong of varloug strength from the 47th Light Bombardment, the
dlst, Bist, and 334 Fighter Groupns, the 154th Obgervation Squadron,
and the Lafayette Escadrille, in addition to Service Command personnel.
Day and night;, an omlnous procession of evacuated troops and materizl
passed by the fleld on the way to the comparabtive safety of Aln Belda
and Constantine., Operatlons proceeded from one steel runway, on which,

as Youks was the only avallable :Eorwa;-d bass, t:ansoorts and courier
et mwM"!‘fM“‘“ﬂ' therd *,;‘”w”m
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planes wers constantly landing and teking off, posing = formldable
problen of traffic control., Tactlcal squadrons lent a hand to the
harassed and overworized Service Command coimplement in this and other
matters,

During most of the cruelal 224, Youks wae out of cowrmumieation
with Headguarters, £I1 AS0, which was belung prepared for evacuation.
However, operational policy had been establighed by a radio message
from Colonel Williams that was received at the ailrfleld on the nighi
of the 21st. A1l passible aireraft were to be pubt over the Thala ares
on the morrow, and a schedule of contlnuwous misslons was drawn up forx
8 dawn-to-dark assault on the eneny. Actvally, the command was abdle
to lay on the credlitsble total of 33 missions, 114 sorties,

The 221 dawned as hed itg predecegsors with intermittent showers
and a low celling. Not until midmorning did the skies releant enough
to peritlt the first of ten A-20 missions to set off at 1135, Down at
Kasgserine Pass, low cloude over the flanking 5,000-.foot hille added
navigatlonal damgers to the sirikes, many of whichk were carried oub
by palrs of unescoried Bostons. Resulis could not accuratsly be de-
termined in the low vislbility, but one effective attack brought a
congratulatory message frou Air Support Control. In accordance with
ingtructions from AASCG, L&, Col. Fred ¥. Dean, 00 of the 3lst Fighter
Growp, had been given supervislon of all the fighters at Youks, and
hia P-39's and Splts conbtlimually took off on strafing, reconnalassance,

and escort missioms, Although the flak still spat at the low-flying
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Ameriean planes, the Inftwafie was comparatlvely lneffeetive in the

. erisis. Alrerafi losses were light. One A-20 crash-landed after an
encaunber with three MHe-l0¥'s over the Pass, but Spitflres disposed
of a Ju-88 and a Stuka during the day.

The spotty weather prevented full employment of Strategic'e
power, Of five bombing missiorns dispatched, three brought hacic their
bonmbs, and of 22 B-17's of the 97th Grouwp over Kasserine Pass at
13,000 feet, only seven dropped their frags. A dozen E-25's of the
12th Bomb Group, which rendezveused over Youke with twe Spitfire
squadrons, abitacked z bridge neer Kasserine with unobserved results.
The strafing work of XII AS0's P-89's was supplemented by Strateglc's
P-28's, two squadrons of which worked over the traffic moving through
the Pass;.s

Next day all efforte were bent Ho punishing the enemy in hie
relrest throvgh the Kasserine defile, The planes flew oul conblnu-
ously frow Youks, ané in the evening 155.mm, began reglstering on the
Pags, ZII ASC performed 10 migslone, 131 sortiee, in indifferent
weather. Four A-207's which attacked an ixle veblele concentration

southenst of Kasserine reported 10 single~engine alreraft on one of

the Thelepte fieldg-~it was known that the Germans were usling the
Zhelente bases, Another A-20 strike destroyed ab least elght wvehicles
on the Terlana-Tasserine road. Probably the mest successful mission
was carried out by six P-39's of the 8let Flghter Group which, covered
. by & Spitfire squadron, caught another colwmn on the same road and shot
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uwp 20 vehleles lneluding tiucks laden with trocps.

The heavy bomb groups flew both morning and affernoon missions
on the 334, the morning migcsions belng direceted against Axip alr-
fields, Twenty B-17's of the 97th, off at 0800, founé Gmbes West
landing ground clowd-shrouded, but the 301lst's contingent of 24
Forts covered Kalrocuen airfield with thelr frags. In the sfterncon,
the heavies returned--the 87th, uneszcorted, to lay frage on the
stretch of road between Kasserine town and the Pass, and the 30lst
to attacl: the town through holes in the clounds. Meanwhile, two for-

mations of mediums kad been dispatched against enemy vposltions in

the Pass. Seventeen B-26's of the 17th Group scored on gun positlons,
losing one bember io the AA. B-25's of the 12th Group head earlier
been over the Pass, bubt the overcast caused them to go on in the direc-
tion of tbeitle and bomb the heavy traffic streaming towards Fald.

In the days following 23 February, the Gernang and Itallans
contirued to fall back-~ikelr armor urgently needed in the sovth to
sten the Elghth Army's imminent blow at the Mareth system, Hereafter
the Allies were almoct continuously on the offensive in Tanisla, 21-
though Von Arnim shortly mounted an "opportunist® push in the !ateur-
Sedjenane sector, on the theory that the southward flow of reinforce-
ments to II Corps would have weakened the northern sector, and esxly
in llarch Iommel pushed a spolling attack at the Zighth Arny which
flzzled out in the face of the Britiech artillery. The air phase of

the Easserinc batiles had given vnmistakable slgns of fruitful
sr ey T
chaeT T
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Allled cooperztlon under NAAF's aegls, The former Eastern Alr
Coumand had contributed Hurribouber sguadrons to the enemy'!s dis-
comflture before Thala, and nightly the Bisleys had bombed the key
highways through the Dorsals. ‘lestern Degert Alr Force, for its
part, bhad attacked and pimmed down the (AT in sgoutberp Tunicla, 4

new éra in the Africen alr war was be‘ginning.7

Ihe Horthwest Afrlesn Adr Forces

February 1943 wiinessed the marrying of the Hlddle Fast and
YVorthwest Africen theaters of war., General procedures for the unlon
had been laid down the month before at Casablence, in preparation for
EUSKY, and AFHQ had been working out the details. On 20 February,
General Elgenhower amnounced sweeping commend changes in his ground
and sea errg. General Alexander became Deputy Commander in Chief,
Allied Force and commander of the 18tk Army Grouwp, comprising the
British First and Fighth Armies and the XIX French and II Americen
Corps. Fleet Admiral Sir Andrew Cunninghem succeeded Adm, Sir Henry
Harwoed as Commander in Chief, lMediterrsnesn; and Malta passed out of
the 111ddle Dast command, although 1t could not yet be suppiied through
the Sicilian :n:aam:fcnm"s.8

The parallel integration of the air forces was entrusted to the
Hedlterranesn Alr Command, constiiuted and activated by AFHQ on
17 Feorvary, nursuant to a 005 directive of 20 Jamuary 1943, Alr
Chlef larshal Tedder was named commsnder. 1IAC became responsible

for cooperstlon with the Allieo. armies in Tuplsia, for the train:lng
WN&M&M »
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and replacement of RAF and USAAF persornel, for the supply and main-
tensnce of the combined air ferces, and for the protectlon of Allied
shipping,:. ports, and base areas. Its counber-alr force activities
vere intended to forward the Tunlislan battle, girlp the aerial re-
cources of Sicily, and dlvert GAF sirength fron the summer campalgm
in Russia, Its strategle boublng effort, dlrected agalpst Axis land,
sea, and alr communleations, had the objJects of lgolating the Tunislen
bridgehead and interrupting any bulld-up of the Sicllian defenses,
Yor opercaticons in Northvest Africe, HiC was subordinate {o AFHQ,

Alr Marshal Tedder brought to these tagks a formidable air power.
Ye disposed of the U, S, Finth and Twelfth Air Torces; the FAF Zastern
Alr Comwand: RAF, llddle Fagt; and RAW, llaita; he was algo invested
with operational control of FAF, Glbraltar. fHis headquarters, which
vas t0 Do & small pollcy and plannlng siaff--as one commentator put
1%, Y"a brain trust without executive authority or domestie responsi-
pillitles"'-~commenced actlvity on 15 February at Alglers, in the
bullding occupled by AFVHQ. Among the perconnel brought from Alr
Jarshal Tedder's old Calro offices were Alr Viee Marshal H. . P,
Wigzleswonth, who became his Depuby, and Alir Vice MUarshal 06. @.
Dawson, who filled the post of IMrector of llaintenance and Supply.
General Craig, formerly ¢, XII ASC, was asppointed Chlef of Staff for

IAC and 3rig. Gen, P, W. Timberlalke becare Dircetor of Operatlons and

a
Plans.
. The adminigtrative functions of Hil were performed by its three
£

. y > "
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gubordinate commands: Northwest African Alr Forces, (General Spzatz

commzrding; Mlddle Bast Alr Command, Alr Marshel Douglas commanding;
and RAF llalte Air Command under Air Vice Marskal Sir Kelth Park, Of
thege the chief component was Northwest African Alr Forces,

The genesis of FAAF can be traced from the negotistions atternding
the establishrent of Allted Air Force early in January 1943 through
the Cesablancs conference, at which the escential features of the
command were 1zid down., Detalls of the organization had been thrashed
out by a committee which Allled Alr Force set up under General Cralg's
chairmenship on 3 February., Allled Alr Force itself was abolisked
by the AFHQ order which set up MAC and its persomnel, units, and es-
tablishments ware transferred to LAAF,

+y the terms of the reorgenizatlon, llalte had passed under the
direct command of HAC. Otherwlse no significant chenge of function
or organization occurred in the Mxlite or !iddle East commands, A&s for
VAAF, to it was sublet as much of the functions of MAC as could be
performed from the LAAF base ares and with the LAAF resources:
neutralization of enemy alr forces; cooperation with the Tuniglan
land battle; interruption of the enemy's sea, land, and alr communi-
catione with llorthwest Africa. In addition, Allied shipping, ports,
and back areas were to be protected, a central organlzatlon for supply
of USAAF and RAF unite set up, and training and replacement provided
for.

Ini$ially, HAAT involved the combining of Eastern Alr Command

end the Twelfth Alr Fores, Activatlon day was 18 Februwozry, ond from

- .

. tepop iy EYS
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the shuffling of RAF and USAAF elements five new subcommands emerged:
Torthwest African Tactical Air Force, MNorthwest African Strategie
&lr Force, Northwest Africen Coastal Alxr Force, Northwest African
Praining Command, and Northwest Afriesn Alr Service Commard., On 21
February, operational control of VWesterrn Tesert Alr Force passed to
General Spaantz, to be exercised by the Tactical Alr Force.

lorbthwest African Taetlenl Ar Force, under the commsnd of Alr
lardhal Coninghnm, was chorged with cooperation with the Allled ground
forces converging on the Tunlslan bridgehead: 242 Grow (Alr Commodore
¥, B. B. Cross) to cooperate with First lrmy, XII ASC (Colonel Willizme)
to cooperate with II Corps, and Vestern Desert Alr Force (Air Vice
Harghal Herry Broadhurst) to cooperate with Tighth Army, Alr Harshal
Coninghzm moved hig headquerters to the Souk el Khemls area near
General Alerxsnder's advance 18th Army Group headgquariers and General
Andersonls Firet Arny battle headouarters.

General Doolitile took over the Strategle Alr Forece, cormpomed of
XII Bomber (ormand and two Sritish Wellington squadrons, based gener-
ally on a groupy of sirdromes arownd Constantline, where Headquarters,
FASAT was set up. The Coastal Alr Force was given the responsibility
for sir defense of North Africa, secafair reconnslssance, antlsub-
marire gir operations, air protection eof shipping, and the carrying
out of strikes agalnst enemy shlvplong., It comprised Headquarters )
and Headquariers Squadron, XII Fighter Command; lst and 24 Air Defense

Wingss the U, S. 380th Fighter Group; and 323, 325, and 328 Ulngs,

INEL oce Y ﬁ"s”"
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. RAT, and was bemporarily commanded by Group Oapt. &. G. zarrett
wntil the appointment of Alr Vice liarshal Hugh P, Lloyd. Alr llarshal
Lloyd set up headguarters in Algliers where he snared an operstlons
room with Admiral Cuminghanm.

The Troining Command fell to Gensral Cammon, who, since RAR
training was mainly carried on in the !l1ddle Zast, concerned himself
for the most part with newly arrived American units, Tnder his juris-
diction were a large numder of alrfields in licrocco and western
Algeria. XII Alr Force Sorvice Command ond the maintemance organiza-
tion of Zasbtern Alr Command were combined as Forthwest African air
Service Command under General Dunton. Last of the combined organlza-
tione set up on 18 February was Lt, Col. Flllott Roogevelbd's Northwest
African FPhotographic Reconneissance Wing, comprising the U, 8. 3d
Photographic Grovp and No. 682 P. R. Squadron, RAF, (olonel
Foogevelt's priorities were set by HAAF, in conjumetion with AFHY
and (A, for all work for ashington and London.

General Spanitz drew his ghaff from the former headquarters of
Allied air Force, Twelfth Alr Force, and Jastern Air Command, Alr
larshal Robb carried over fron Allied Alr Forece ag Depuly and as
cortander of the RAF element. For the rest, British and American
officers were "interleaved.! General Spaatz left an adminlistrative
echelon at Algiers and set wp an operational headquarters at Constantine,

E~

10
. vhere he wag in close touch with General Doolittle.

i
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Ihe Significance of TAAF

The advent of Northwead African Alr Forces extended, to a great
degree, the uss of combined Bribigh.American headguarters which had
beon inaugurated by General Eigenhower's AFHS back in July and August
of 1942, lloreover, in iAAF the pracilce was applled to and below
the Conmand level ns Brltish and American personmnel interminzled in
the common effort. The upghot was a fruitfud exchange of ideas and
technigues, the submerging of national differences, and the prouotion
of mubual understanding.

0f equal importance were the funcilonal principles imvolved in
the HAAF organizetion, especially the provision of separate yet
cooperating conmands for the tasiks of strategic bombardment and air-
ground cooperation. This principle was later widely applied in the
major theaters of the war, with the result that whole U. 8. alr forces
beeans strateglic alr forceg--o.2., the Bighth, Flfteenth, and Twentleth--
while the Minth and?welfth avolved 1nto strictly tactieal alr forces,
concerned with cooperntion with the ground forces.

The following lessons had been learned in the Indscislve winter
of 1942-1943., TFirst, that flghters werec necessary for defense of ports
and shipning, for bomber escort, for cooperation with the ground forces,
and that the standard U. 8. fighter commend could not overses all
theso activities. Yo more could bombers be segrezated under a bomber
esanand, vhen they were required for such diverse purposes as anti-

subnarine sorties, sirateglc bombardment, and strikec on enenmy artillery
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. poeitions. Igually, the elements of the alr forces cooperating with

the land pattle had to be under z singleiair comnander since the
rlanes, unlixe the ground components, moved freely over the battle-
ground and could be employed in any part of it., The formation of
Allied Alr Supoort Command constituted the formal recognition in
Africa of this principle of warfare, 1t
In suamation, then, the organizational history of the Twelfth

4ir Force had passed through three main phases. As set up for TORCE,
all fighters, except those undex XII ASC, had been under XII Fighter
Command; all bowbers, ezcspt;those under XII ASC, had been under XII
Bouber Conmand, Thils arrangement had simplified training and adnini-
stration in Zngland vhen the Twelfth's combat wnits were under the
tutelags of VIII 3omber Command and VIII Fighter Comnand. General
Doolitile's 11 December reorgenization into arez composite commands
had attempted to solve the problems of standing by for trouble with
Spanish llorocco--originally the Twelfth's prisery comalimente—of
administering the vast African area, and of reinforcing the Zastern
Alr Commani in the sirugzle fo eject the Axis from Tunisia, RAAR
cast the organizatior into endurlog forms by establishing functionsl
rather than area commands, and coalesced the mgtern Alr Command snd
the Twelfth, already yokeld under Allied air Force.l‘?'

. In faet, #9 cozlesced were the two alr forces that the Twelfih
had apparently svaporated., Its commanding gemeral, Doolittle, ex-

pressed the opinion that as soon as certain provlems such as outstanding

e Weotfaritin ‘F-ﬁm {.-.ua“-“—"' H-
Y v‘ ‘}*
N
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eapss befors courts mnrtial had been dealt with, the "gheleton® of
the Twelfth which would Yeonslst of the nane only" would have to be
returned to the United States to be reformed, or else be abandoned
through War Depariment orders. In the latter case, 1f needed in the
fatare, the Twelfth Alr Foree would hove to be regetivated. fhe
basis for his view wasg that all unita, persommel, and eguipment of
the Twelfth had been given over tn the several LAAF formations and
its funcilons had passed to Headouarters, #AAF, As the administrative
history of the Tuelfth vub it: “Bf:»‘th on paper and in actu=lity it
Ehe Trelfth Alr E’orcg? seewed o have disappesred, !

However, the Twelfth's' headquaerters was to live on as the ad-
windstrative headquarters for the U. S, elements of NAAF, although no
staff appointmnents were made to Hendquarters, Twelfth Air Force, as
such, Inctead it was assumed that the staff appointments to NAAF of
20 February automatieally placed those named USAAF officers in the
oquivalent staff positions of the Twelfth., On 1 March, General Spaatbz
succeeded General Doolittle in command of the shadow alr force.l®

Somsthing more than a truly allled air force, efficiently or-
ganized according o function, was activated on 18 Februery. With
the appecrance of NALAY, the alr passed to full partnership with the
ground and navel forces., lloreover, the apnointment of Tedder as head
of kAl and of Coningham to comuand the Tactical Air Force under NAAF
brougat in the two men who had solved the problems of coonerabing with

the land Dattle during the extended strugsle with the Afrika Korps.

RPUTPRESS TS T T
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These polnts deserve some elaboration.

On 16 Fevrusry, sb Army exercises at Tripoli, Air Marshal ‘
Coninghan, following General Montgomery as speaker, addressed a group
of American and British officers on the general subject of alr-ground
cooperztion. The Tigath Army conmander had taliced on the same thene,
but the air marshal wished to amplify because, as he sald, he attached
great importance to proper doctrine. He stated the desert-evolved
doctrine as follows:

The Soldier commands the land forces, the Alrman commands the

air forces; botk comuands work together and operate their respec-

tive forces in accordance with a eoublned Army-Air plan, the whole

operations being directed by the Army Comuender.
mhe alr marshal then discussed the frultful spplicatlons of this docirine
during the long pumishment of Rommel after El Alamein, However, he went
on to say that he had just returned from England and found the "home
doctrine” of aruy-air operatiors confused, ¥e traced this wisfortune
to & "mutual petulonce® arising from the faet that the Inactive home
army was constantly calllng for aireraft for training purposes which
the PAT, in coniinuous combat, did not feel it could spare. Thls bad
feeliny, said Coninghah, had been transferred to Africo~-1lts ned result,
the misusé of the zir in the Tunisian operzctions. In the planning for
TORCH, the lessons of the Vestern Desert had been :i.gm:v::'esd..:Mc

Latails of the ™isucet of air power in the early days in Tunisia
are furnished in the reports of Genersl Iuber, who, after serving as

CG, Allied Air Suppori Coumend, wenbt on as Coninghuu's deputy ip the
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Tactical Air Force. Kuter did not amologize for the air forces,
which had made such egregious mistakes as bombing an HAF field, as
well as friendly corps and arny neadouarters, and had attempted to
exculpate themselves by blaming the prevailing system, under which
the supporting air was subordinate to the ground commanders. How=
ever, Kuter specifically stated that this form of ground force
control had delayed victory.

He drew an example from the career of 242 Group, which had been
under the "practical command" of the First Army. 242 Group had been
successfully operating its Bisleys in night attacks agalast ports
and reads., The Bisley was comparabtively slow, arued with .303~cal.
machine guns, and entirely unsuwitable for daylipht operations,
However, at one point, the ground commander ordered a squadron oub
for a daylight attack on an airdrome being utilized by the debested
Stukas. The EiF wing commander demurred, but was overruled. He
thereupon selected a very able mnit--it took off and not a plane
returned. Kubter cited another case, in American ground commander
drew up plans for dislodging the Axis from Fald Pass. He insisted
that & continuous cover of 12 fighters be kept clreling over the
battle area during all daylight hours, despite the airmen's proof
that such action would groond available i-~20's recuiring escort and
preclude recomnaissance or offensive fighter action. Kuter further
charged that alongz the Tunisian frount each ground commnander had his
own assigned air force and had committed the hoary error of re-

stricting its action to the defense of his cwn areas the outnumbered

Sereree s —
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Iuftwaffe was thus able to muster swperior strength at suecessive
vital poin’ot!.la

Such practices cume to an end with the sppoiniment of iir larshal
Goninghen, As earnest of thls development may be taken hls cable of
19 February, in which he reported that he had informed First Army
and the three corps headquarters thot defensive cover flying was belng
stopped except when cuthority for it was speclfically issued from
WATAF, C(onslstently encugh, he soon drew up an operational directive
to his subordlnate coumanders, which passed on to them the Vestern
Degert experience., liellozation of Yalr support,” however, did not
oceur overnight. It weited on such matters ss equipplng XIT ASC
with sdeguate traunsportation and radar anrd improving tactical re-
connalrsance by turning baclk: the reconnaisgance squadrons to their
proper work. 3oth 242 Grouwp's Burricanes and XIL ASC's P-39's, the
i54th Observation Sguadyror, had been enployed in ground suwpport work,
with o definite doterlioration of their reconnaissancs va.lna.le

Fereafter, then, a new vhage of the alr war and, consequently,
of the ground war begen., In the large, the Forth African winter
co.palen had nerely provided seasonlng for all participating American
arags® how wvalusble the sengoning, was demonstraied by sequels from
Sieily to liormandy. The capecliy of & military machine to learn from

its ml-takes, to absorb superior docirine and technlgue from whatever

* In & staff meeting on 21 December 1942, Ioolittle estimated that 78
per cent, Mat least,” of Zwelfth Air Force personnel were elther
wnbrained or partially traired.
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source derived, is a erndition of its corbinued existences W.AF end
L0 learned so well thab thay aol oaly survived in full vigor but

in time vendered irrctent the orpesing luftweife. Ihelr successors,
but slirntly wodified frcw the NAMF-NAC pattern, bore full share in

the final passine of ixis power frow the .editerranean basin,.
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28 Lov. 1942, The estublichuent of the Detachnent, XII ASC, traces
to AYH]'s directlive for BAGKBONY II, the combined action of the
Fifth Army and the Northern Tasx Foree 2gainst Spanish Norceeo, for
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Squadron, a provisional air support slgnaxl battalior, and the
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Africa 1-5-43, J/COS Div., AFARP; Algiers to USFOR, ceblegrams
#3628 and 3650, 31 Dec. 1942, in "General Eaker's Secret Flle t

Awn to AGVAR gnd USFOR, cablegranm #<AF35, 4 Jan. 1943; Theater
History, vol. II, p. 10; Administrative history; AFHQ, Inrsetive
to ¥aj. Gen. Carl Svastz, CF Allied iir Force, § Jan. 1843, in
Farton papers.

R&f, Arpoid to Stratemeyer, 17 Dec, 1942, und comment by AFAEF,
1 Jan- 1343’ in AAG' 312.1“‘A. D{)ns. LtI'B.

Commander in Chief's Draft Diapatbch, Sicllian Opersiion, in Au
On,., Br. files.

C0S 170/2, 23 Jan. 1943, Final Renort to the President and Prime_
Minister Suamarizing Decisions by the (0S5 [Casablanca Conference/.

Ivid.; S/Ldr, White, "Zvolution of Alr Command in the Medlterraneant;
008 1683, 20 Jan., 1943, System of Alr Command in the Mediterranean
{(Froposals of the British Chiefs of Stafl).

Dareet: Germany: Lt, Gen. Ira 0. EZaker, "Final “eport on Jighth
Air Force," 11 Jan, 1944, in AFSHO files; GCS, "The Borber
Offensive from the United Xingdom," (05 166/1/D, 21 Jan. 1943,
and "ne Case for Doy Bombing® ete., in zbove report.

Ltr., Zaker to Strateneyer, 20 Jan. 1943, in AAG 312.1-3, Opns.
Ltrs.: Admintsbrative Elstory.
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Chapter V
"inth Alr Force Partieipation in the Degert Campaign. . . WM

FEigenhower's Peport; Hg. Iilt’.-'o:'ps, "Repsort of Operations, II Corpe,
L Jan,~15 lar, 19437 [Il Corps' Report/, 2 llay 1943, in 460 Op.
B.".‘. files, .302-53.4.

Iold.; ATES to 14 Oorps, cablegras 44669, 8 Jan. 1943; General
Bisenhowsr's review of lorth Afriecan sltwibion, Anfa Conferencae,
lst litz., 15 Jan. 1943,

Idid.; A¥eQ to IL{ Corps, cablegrau +46L9, 8 Jan. 1943; Zisenbower's
Repart,

Ibid.; Ii Corps' Feport; Doolittle to CG, XIL AN, cablagran 41335,
17 Jan, 12433 AFHEQ G-3 to 12th AT, cablegram #2302, 1Y Jan., 1943.

Craig to CG 12th AP, cablegrams #816 end 1159, 9 and 11 Jan, 1943;
Doolittle to CG, XIL ASC, cablegram #0753, 10 Jan, 1943, and
cablegranm uwunurnbered, 12 Jan, 1943; History of the Original XiL
Air Foree Service Comusnd.

Eistories, 52d and 8Blst Fighier Goe.; Doolitile to CG XEL ASD,
eablograms #1275 and 1835, 16 and 17 Jon. 1843: ALR #82, 11 Jan.
1943.

AFHG to C-in-C's Mo, cablegram #5986, 17 Jan. 1943; Zisennhower's
Eeport.

"Lessons of the Tunislian Campaign 19472-3, IZritish Forces.! in
ﬁG’O 01). BI. files, 99/13"'33.40

I1 Corys' rewort; Iisenhower's Report.

i,y -1 -91ed (20 Jan.), C-IN-9507 (21 Jon.), O .-IN-11776
{26 Jan.), CI-L.~10874 (24 Jon.), and GI-IN-11318 (25 Jan, 1943),

Ml riere to War, cablegrang #6321 and unnumbered, 20 Jan.; #6604
snd 6734, 22 Jan.; and 55892, 24 Jan. 1943,

Zisenhower's Feport; Alk 70D, 72, and 73, 19, 21, and 22 Jan. 1743
Brig. Gen. L. S. Kuter to Ok AM¥, Mrganization of American Alr
Forces® [luter's Peport/, 12 ¥ay 1943, The above raport ie asuthority
for Il Gorps! refusal to =id XiX Corpye. Altrough General Xuter

does not speclfy thes Iobaz-Cusseltia metion, it is clear fron
interrzl evldence that he had thie action in reference.

II Corps® Feport; Freedom, Alglers to Alr Ninietry, Wnltehall,
cablegran ACSA 22C8, 22 Jan, 1940G; Eiscnhower's Report; XII ASC
Leport. .-
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. 14, AFHG, Air Staff to 00 8th AP, o olegres 71208 ,{39 Lea, 1942;

Jazer to Spaatsz, cablegranm #1357,20 Lee. 1942; Hg, Allied Air
Force to AASC, cublegran unnunkered, 23 Jen. and cablegracs

- w305 oand 3202, 2L and 26 Jen. 19433 Hg, Aldlied Alr Torce to CON,
ceblecran #0686, S5 Jan. 194%; Adeinietrative Eistorr.

1E. dsenhower's Peport; AIE #74 znl 75, 25 and 24 Jan, 1943; KT
ASC Berort.

16, Ildd.

17. Inberview wiih Ii. Col. Sheean; Cll-IN-3097 (1-7~43), &lgicrs to
AGGAR, czblepren 4509, 7 Jan. 1943; (-00T-40£9 (1-12-43), OPL:
to Freedon Alzlers, coblegram 4005, 12 Jan. 19453,

18, AAFRN-B, pp. 38-239; Fistorical Sec., USSATE, "Operatior- Torch:
{ne Digpatch of Alreraft frow the Unltcd Zipglom of ke Zigpth
Alr Force," 14 Sep. 1944; SFE. to CG S5th AF, cablegram unnumbered,
1 Jan, 1943; CI-CU2.6053 (1-18-43), I, AAP to CO ALY, Casablanca,
cablegrac #1233, 18 Jen. 1943: AASC Ay, (O to Allied Alr Force,
cablegran %14, 4 Feb, 1943; histories, 8lst and 350th Fighter
Gps.

19, Ibid.; XII ASC Eeport; Toolittle to C2 10V, cablegram 50531,
8 Jan. 1843; A4S0, 18 Arny Gp. to A1lied iir Force, cablerran
rA-GEY, 13 Feb. 1943.

20. AL ¥79-%1, 28-Z0 Jan. 1943; Sisenhover's Peport.

2l. Iuid.; I Corps' Rewnrty AIR #82, 51 Jap. 43.

ar}
[
L]

dawe, Doad to Junls, 988-22; Fisenlouver's Teport; AII 4SC Deport:
AlL 480 end 84, 1 on 2 Feb. 1948; Xuter's Eeport.

R

AlH #38, 3 Peb, 1943; Toolltile to CD LOW, cablegron. #1567, 20 Jan.
43; Toolittle to CG's XIT ASC and XIT 20, cablesrow 0519, 5 Teb.
1843; Doolittle to O lst ALV, cablegrem 0470, 7 Feb, 43; XII

ASC Eeport; FAIRFISLD to Allied Alr Force, cavlegrem unnumbered,

1 Feb, 1947; Extracts from instectlon trir by Col. John H,
lleCormicl: in Noxthwest Afriesn, in M40 370.2, Africa.

. 24, Ziserhower's Peports II Corps! Report; AIE #46 and 87, 4 and 5
Pab, 43,

Zdger Nelnnls, Zhe Yapr: Fourth Year, pp. 146-47; Spaatz to
Doolittle and Tuter, cablegran 38456, 1 Feb. 194T: AASC, Beaver
to 15th A%, cablogra=n FA76, 3 Feb, 1947; AAST, Adv., 00 to XII
ASC. 242 Go., ¥g. Allied iir Force, zzd XIT 20, cablegrsn 5,
S Feb, 1943; ATE #76, 25 Jan., 1943, { i, nﬂ;‘w“i II‘ N
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. 26, ALE 783, 85, 86, and 87, 1, 3, 4, and 5 Feb, 10943,
27. AIR #91 ond 92, 9 and 10 Feb, 1943,

I, Corps' Report; AlL +91, 92, 94, ard 95, 9, 10, 12, and 13
Feb, 1943,

HASC, 3eaver to Allled Alr Force, cablegrom -#A136, 7 Feb, 1943;
AASC, Beaver to ATHL, ceblegrum #4147, 8 Feh, 1945,

TFreedon, Algiers to AASC, eablegran #204, 11 Feb, 1943; Hq.
Allied tir Force to OG AASC, cablegram J0B18, 13 Feb, 1943; Adv.
OP AASC to AFEG, cablegram unnumbered, 6 Feb, 194%; Adw, CF

AASC to XIL ASC, 242 Gp, Hg. Allled alr Foree, and XIL 3O, cable-
gron KB, T Feb, 1943; AASC to Allied Air Force, cablegrams fil4€
and K20, 8 Fcb, 194%, and ABLY, 12 Feb, 1943; AASC to ATHG,
eablegram $AS18, 12 Feb, 1943; ltr., Speatz %o Arnold, 3 Feb.
1943, in AAG 312.1<B, Opns. Litrs.; Fq. Allied Alx Foree to OO Stn
AF, cablegram 0091, 2 Feb, 1943; Hg, PAF, 128 to Freedom, Algiers,
cablegran #A0262, 28 Jan. 1943.

AN i T

SECURTY BFORMATION
. O TN

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
Reacig Tt

: [
:

AAFEE-14 RIS 204

— - - oy ey et

Chapter VI

1. Commander in Chief's Ireft Dlspateh, Sieilien Operstion; GOS
161/1, 29 Jan. 1943, axis Stratesy in North Africe; AFh to
AGWAR., czblegran 4430,6 Jan., 1943; Blsenhower's Report: Office

of HUXF, Alglers, "Réview of Situation Regarding Zneny Supplies
to Tunisia," 10 Feb, 1943, in ~¥SHQ files; Mialta's Contribution, "

2. 1bid.; “Agenhower's Peport.

3. air Intellizeuce Reports, Decezber 1942-Janucry 1943: AAF Fistori-
¢sl Studlest To. 13, Tne Developuent of Tactics in the 447, po. 36-
&7, Winsthesd Attachs Agelnst Shipping,! in AFGIB, July 15643,
. 20; interview with L. Col. Engler; Doolittle to OG XII 3¢,
cablegran 0478, 6 Jan. 1943; Camnon to CG 13th AR, cablegrar
7783, 9 Jen. 1943; ltr., Lt. Ger. Sneetz to laj. Gen. Strotemeyer,
26 Iexr, 1943, in AAC 370.02, Africa: linutes of Staff Jleeting, Hq.
13th AT, 11 Jan, 1943, in ATSHO files.

|
4, Ibld.: Doolittle to GG}"%G’, cablegran #0714, 9 Jan. 1943 iir
Intolligence Peports; interview with Lt. Col. Znrler: "Review of
Sitvation Tegording Zmeuy Supnlies o Tunisia"; “izasthead Atbacks
dfainat Shipring," p. 23; Spactz to Arnold, eablegran 7859,
30 Jan. 1943,

B, &AIR #7275, 21-24 Jan. 1943,
8. Ipid.; 79, 81, 83, and B5, 28 and 30 Jan., 1 snd 3 Feb. 1943.

7. 'Review of Situation Regarding Themy Supplies to Tunisiaf; 0.u.3.
Veghly, 29 lar. 1944, pp. 977-78; 4lB 3 and 96, 11 and 14 Teb,
1943.

8. History, 310tk Boub Gp.; IR ;96 und 104~106, 14 and 27-24 Feb,
1943,

9, Interviev vith It. Col. “ngler; OGS 159/1, 20 Jan. 1943, UThe
Zorber Offcneive from Nerth Africs.®

10, AIF /84 and 67, 13 and 16 Jan. 194%; ACG/AD, Intelligence, Lupact.
Vay 1943, pp. 26-07.

11, In4.; Aoril, pp. 4-5; Hg. BAF, MO to AFHZ, esblegran 4406,
1?7 Jan, 1943; ALR 61, 64, and 70, 10, 13, and 19 Jan. 1943 1tr.,
Spnats to arnold, € Feh, 1942,

12, ALR w74 and 90, 23 Jon, and 8 Teb. 1947; Lopact, April 1943, ». 6.
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Loolittle to Ov XI4 30, ceblegram 1495, 19 Jan. 1943; AIR #56,
71, zmd 73, 1&, 20, end 21 Jan. 1943,

Histories, 97th and 301st Heavy Bomd Gps. and lst and 14th Fighier
Gps.

ALY 373-76, 22-25 Jan, 19483 Doolittle to COC XII -0, ezblegran
06132, 8§ Jan. 1948,

Crunon to OF 12tk Y, ce’blegmx #3925, 31 Jan. 1943; Doolittle
to CG XIL 23U, coolegram (uub, 2 Feb, 1943; 1tr., Spaatz to
Arneld, 8 ITeb, 19433 Alr #890, 8 Fen. 1943,

al¥ 591, 98, and 100-102, 9, 1B, and 18-20 Febn. 1943,

Eqg. 1oth AF, "Operations znd Statistics of Twelfth Alr Foree," in
4GU Op. Br, files, 107-66.2; AaFRz-5, p. 22; Doolittle to 06 Al
ceblegra.. 264, 6 Dec., 1943; 1tr., Doalzttle to Arnold, 30 Xov.
12427 Lir., Doollttle to Strabtemeysr, 31 Jan. 1943,

Cl-I-10052 (12-25~13), Llglers to AluaR, 2754, 22 Dec, 1943;
vil bo AFEY, cublegran FES972, 5 Dec. 1v42; Doolittie o Aflix
w8, 7 Lez, 10425 ltr., --dier to Strabeueysr, 7 Jan. 1943,

Ltr., Araold to Doolittle, 21 Dee. 1942, in 4a0 312,1-4, Crans.

Jtrs.; aGR to USEQE, Lonﬁon, cablegra. L2271, 23 Och. 1947

SDE o ABIR, eablegran 1%L, 26 Oct. 194%; 01-CUT-4332 (11-13-43),
C& AAT §s OG 290, fF?-Sl?S 13 Tov, 14ty MIC, Acara to CF 1oth AF
cablegran #1148, 27 Dea. 1942,

Cl-0UT-9078 (12-77-42), OPD to Freedon, Alglers, #513, 26 Dec. 1949;
weno, Lt., Col. Emery A, Bondrean, Asst. Chief, Traffic Div.,

AC/AS, 11D to ATLYP, Txpediting AMreraft $o the 12th Alr Force,

21 Apr, 19243, in 4FSHO files.

Cannon to OGF 12th AF, coblegrams 1928, 2734, and 2873, 17, 23, and
%4 Jan. 1943; Allled iir Toree 1o AXGAR, eablegran #7038, 24 Jan.
1043; Spaabz to O AASD, cablegraw #1239, 19 Teb, 1943; Allied

Alxr Tores to USFOR, cablesrau 7012, 24 Jan, 1943; Allied Adr
Forces to AG#R, eablegram 03, 25 Jan, 1943.

Ltre., Spaatz to Stratemeyer, 2 Feb, 1943, in AAG 312.1-4, Oovns,
Ltre., and 25 Mer, 1943, in ALW3 370.72, Afrles; Ho. NALY 4o AG A2,
cablegram FLY33, 20 Feb, 1943,

dxtracts froa laspestion tris by Col. lielorumici; Allied sir Forece
to AGUAR, cadlegran #7158, 20 Jan. 1943; Spaztz to OG 2 ADA,
cablacran #1335, 20 Feb., 1943, ‘ B
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Hy., NAAT, A-3 Sec., fperations Bwlletin #2, p. 8, in AFSHO
files: HAAT $o VWashinpton, cablegrsz <1EB6, 23 Feb, 18433 1itr.,
Spactz to Arnold, 17 Fedb, 1943, in Off, Serv. Br., AFAWP, WP-III-
Fi2: interview with Lt. Col. Avery.

XTI ASC Report; interview wita Li. Col. Gochra,n' AFHQ, to TROCPZES,
coblagran ;fBaOG 12 Jau. 1943; ATHY to AGWAR, cablegram 8334,
4 Fob, 194Z,

Ltr., Spaatz to Stratemeyer, 26 Mar. 1943: Eubbard's Report;
comment 74 on lirs., Spaatz to Arnold, 17 and 19 Feb., 1943, in
AAG 312,1-3, Opns, Lirs.; ltr., Spastz to Arnold, 17 Feb, 1843,
AIR 762, 64, and 66, 11, 13, and 15 Juan. 1943.

Ivid., #9, BlL, 82, and 95, 18, 30, 31 Jun. znd 14 Feb. 1943,

Higlory, 12tk 3om® &n.
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Chapter VII

. 1. "unisian Encouwntert; IL Copas! Eeports ALK 797, 99, 15, 17 Teb,
1943+ AASG, Firat Aray Eq. to XI1 B0, cablegraw #4177, 13 Feb,

43, #A184, 14 Feb, 433 AASG +o 12th AT, #4190, 14 Feb, 43; history.
8lst Fighter Gp.; Fiaenhover's Report.

2. "History sf the Criginal XIL Air Foree Service Commandn; XII ASC
Regort; Eq. Allied Alr Fores to OO ALSC, eceblegran 538, 10 Feb,
' 43; AASC, First Aray Eq. to Allied Air Foree, #A200, 12 Feb. 43;
AASC, 18 Army Gp. to 12th AF, cablegsran #4122, 18 Feb. 43; 1ltr.,
Soaatz to Arnold, 19 Feb, 1943,

3, Ibid.; Eistories, 3lst, 350th, and Blst Fighter Gps. and 476h Boab
Gn.: AIR 7100, 18 Feb, 1943,

>

» IZiserhower's Teport; IX Corps! Repord; GO 71, Hg., NaAF, 18 Feb.
1943; AASC, 18 Army Gp. to 12th AT, cablegram #AIR2, 18 Feb. 435;
Alr Eq. 18 Arzy Cp. to ZIL B2, eablezram 4ADS, 1Y Feb. 43,

a2

AIR +101, 102, 19, 20 Feo, 1943; Spzatz to OF NATAR, cablegrans
#1334 and 1631, 20 and 2% Feb, 1943; Iigenhower's Rewort; Il Corps!
Feoort.

6. Ihld.: Bisenhouex's Feport; AIR #104 and 105, 22 and 23 Peb, 1943
nistories, 47th, Jlsbt, and Blit Fighter Gpe.y Hg. ZII ASC, Deily
Intelligence Sumrnry of Missions, 22 Feb, 1843, in AFSHO files:
AASG, Tirst Aray Ha. to 242 Gp., cablegran 4298, 21 Feb. 43,

7. "Tunlsian Zncountert; Hg, XIL ASS, A3 Pericdic, 22 Feb., 1243, in
AFSHO files; AIR #106, 24 Feb. 1943; Zisenhower's Eeport.

8. lhid.

9, fEvolulion of Air Comzond in the lHediterrsnean'; Administrative
Hiatory; AFHQ GO 420, 17 Fsh, 1943,

10, Ihid.; MAC GO 71, 18 Feb. 1243; HAAF GO 7., 1€ Faob., 1943: IAAT
to Cormands, cablegran #1655, 24 Feb. 1943; Adminietrative distory; *
Wagplution of Adr Commond in the ilediterrancan,®

11. DLir., Spaatz to Arneld, 7 lar, 1843, in AAG 370.2, Afriear "0rganisza~
tion ror Afriesn Viectary," in AFGIZ, July 1943,

13, Adninistrative Hlstory.

. 13- _I_Tli_ﬁ,.. _,'ﬂ"'}. 45"‘%-

14, "2k of ir Tice-Marshal Sir A. Conlnshsn o Assembled Srizish
and American Gen-ral snd Senior Offlcers at the end of the second
day of the Amy Exerclse," Tripoli,.l16 Fqb,‘w%. Pa.!:toin_gpape‘z-s. l
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15. Intervliew with Gen, Xuter; Huber Rezors.

. 16. Air Hq. 18 Army Gp. to XLI BG, cablegram #.26, 19 Feb, 1943
MIAY, Benors on Operations daripg the fampairn in Tunisia, in
AFSHO files; Alr llarshal Coninghum, General Operational Directive

. %o 08, XII ASC, AOC Ko, 242 Op., AOC AHQ Yestern Desert, 20 Feb,
1943, in LIAY report.
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BIBLICSEAPHICAL IICTE

Because of the distressing lack of summary meterial on the early
campaigns in Africa, in the preparation of this study extensive re-
course was had to message files, These files are of two general
types: uar Department wesseges in either LiF llessage Center or aFGHD
(Historical Office) files, and the messares of the Twelfth Alr Force
in AFSHO files, .ar Lepartment messages may be identified by the
G-It (or Q=-CUT) citation. The theater message files are the more
valuable and of them the following volumes were consulted: 1-~-10,
12-16, 24-29, 32, 35, 4O-6l.

Of the summery material available, constant use was made of
Ganersl Zisenhower!'s report on the North African campaign (“Draft of
Cormznder in Ohief's Dispsbch, North Africen Campaign") and of II
Corps' report on its Tunisian operations ("Rewort of Operations,

II Corps, 1 Jan.=l5 Mar, 1943"), Brig, Gen. Lawrence S. Kuter's
report o General Arnold on "Organization of imerican Air Forces,"”
12 May 1943, is an excellent criticue of the early career of air-
ground, cooperation,

The cfforts of the Twelfth Lir Force Historical Section are
going far o fill the gaps in the story of the first months in Africa.
Particularly valusble is the "Iwelfth Air Foree fdmioistrative
History," The activities of YXII Air Force Service Command, on which
this narrative bubt lirhtly touches, are detailed in two studies made
by Headouarters immy Llr Forces Service Command, Mediterranean Theater
of Operations: "History of the Original ¥II Air Force Service Command
« » oM 2nd "History of I .ir Service Ares Command (Sp)." "History of
IIT tir Service irvea Command (Sp)," prepared by Twelfth Adr Force, is
comranion to the above ltems.

411 interviews cited in the notes may be found in Lihrary Branch,
Air Information Division, Assistant Chief of Air Staff-2. Also in
these files are the ‘welfth Adr Force Usily Alr Intelligence Peports
upon which the accounts of air action in this study are based.
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