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Un 17  6ay the V Air Corpe was a.gain assigned to ecreen the eouth-

er n a n d e4 a t er n f'l a n k s of t h e p a n z er wedge and , t o t h i s end , c a r r i ed

out attacks on railway lines, high ray networke, and enea y troop eon-

e en t r a t i on s wi t h i n a s t r i p of t e r r i t or y ez t end i ng t 'r om 8 e i ms v i a St e .

B en eh ou l d t o Na ncy .

Coming up behind and between the two westernmost combat aaceaa ot

the Second Air Fleet (I Air Corps) and the Third bir Fleet (II Air

Corps) wae the Close-Support Corps, the VIII Air Corps, which on 17

Ma,y wa e s t i l l d i v i d ed a,mong mi s s i on e on t wo , i f n o t t hs e e f r on t s - -
w

n ' te ta s i d i c a d b y h e map . As a ma t t er ot r a ot , 17 N  y • a s t he ea s  .e at

d ay f or t h e VI I I 6 i r Cor p e , t 'o r i t wa e on l y emp l oy ed a h e a,d of t h e

front ot' the Panzer Group von Sleist; the redeployment ot' the foraee

in the north, in preparation Z'or the coming e=clusive 8upport ot  the

  panzer wedge by the VIII 6ir Corps, were juat getting under .ay
l4

.

Thua the operational areas of' all the Air Corpa are clearly de-

  f i ned a s ot ' 17 D  y . An d f r om t h e ee we c aa r e eon et r ua t t h e pr e eu naa b l e

l i n e o f d ema r c a t i on be t  re ea t he Sec oad an d Th i.r d Ai r F l e e t a . I t mu a t

have run from the mouth of the Somme, along the Somme to a point ap-

proximately midwa,y
between Ham and St.  

,uen
tin, and from there in the

general direction of the Meuse sector  uat north of Charleville.

The distribution of rorcee aa evidenced by the map, preaente an

interesting picture ot' the atrategia planning t'or tha employment of

air unita in the indirect support or Arrgy operationa.

14 - See Chapter D .

C
 
Q°a
    :
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At t h e f o ea l po i n t o t ' t h e gr ound ope r a t i ona , t wo Ai r Cor p s wer e s.s -

signed to protect the flanke of the panzer wedge to.arde the north aad

t he Qou t h . Th e op er a t i ons her e wer e a,n a l mo s t per t  ec t e=aDtp l e of t he

strategic covering oi' ground flanks by a,n air force. And this atrate-

gic coverage wae to be supplemented by the tactical flank aoverage

pravided by the YIII Air Corps, which has 4lready been deecri ed in the

aooount of the employment of the Close-Support Corps
l5

.

This strs.
tegic screening operation utilized the sane means snd me-

thods of employment fn both the northern and the Southern seator. In
_

bo t h ar ea s eont i nu al s or t i e s wer e f l own t o de s t r oy r a i l . ay s t a t i oa e ,

r s„i,l r a,y l i ne s , r a.i l i n t er s e c t i on poi n t s , and t r an s po r t t r ai n s ; enemy

tank un its, troop movements, m4rching oolumns, and deployment zones

were attacked with devastating suoceas.

The strategic objeatives in the two areas, however, were differ-

ent. In the area north of the Somme, the main goal was to prevent the

• t r anepor t of t r oops f ro m t he Bel g i a n f r ont , t h e wi t hdr awa.l oY l ar g e

e l eme n t a o f t he enemy ar mi e 8, t he e s t abl i s hme n t of ne  r d ef en s i v e

f r on t s , ar y a t t empt s by t lu enemy t o mount a new op er 4t i on f r om t hi e

ar ea , and f i n a.l l y , an en em,y br e akt hr ough t o t he s out h .

It need not be e nphasized that these air attacks were closely co-

ordinated with the advance of the German armies (the Si=th and the

Fourth) from the eaat.

In the 4rea south  f the Somme, the primary objective wae to

1 5 - Se e Chapt er Y.
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stop in time a neRly di6covered enemy attempt to bring up fvrces from

around tne PA.ris area and thus to prevent the formation of a defensive

f r on t f ac i n.g nor t h and t o f r uat r a.t e a po$ s i b l e of f ens i v e oper a t i on f r om

t h e s ou t h ag s.i n at t he f l a.nk of t he Ger ms .n adv an c e f or c e .

I n c ont r a,s t t o t h e empl oy me n t of t he ai r uni t a i n t he nor t her n

aector, the Luftwaffe missiona in the southern sector had no connection

wi t h Ger ma.n gr ound op ar a t i ona , f or t he Army Ra s j u st b egi nni ng t o f arn

i t a def en s e f r ont i n t h e s aut h .

I n t h e l a s t aa a].y s i s , howev e r , bo t h s e t a of s i r op er a t i ona aerv ed

'
t he g oe.]s of c l e ar i ng t he  r  y f or t he pznz er t hrus t t owar d s t he we s t and

screening the flanks of the panzer units, of preventing the northern : nd

s ou t her n enemy a,r mi e s f r om uni t i ng , and of en s ur i ng t he per ms,nent g eo-

grzphical separation of the enemy forces.

I f we vri ah t o t er m t he Luf t waf f e ' e s cr e cni ng of t he ®.r my f l ank s on

e i t h er s f de of t he Somme "v f f en s i v e f l r ,nk cov cr ag e ", whi ch mov e a ahe ad

 
o f' t he pa c e of adv a.nc e on t he gro und , t hen we mi ght appl y t he t er m "de-

f en s i v e f l s,nk cov e r a g e " t o t he ac t i v i t y o f t he V g i r Cor ps , who s e mi s -

s i ons s er v ed t he ay st ema.t i c d i s r upt i on of r z i l and hi ghway ne t e  s a.nd

the s.ttACk of all recognized enemy troop movcments in the depths of the

enea r territory bordering the exposed southern flank, in order to etop

i n t i me an,p n ew at t empt by t he en em y t o br i ng i n   ,ddi t i ona,l f or c e s .

Thu s t h e m  j or i t y of t he Lut t wa f f e un i t s wer e empl oy ed a t t he f o c a l

point of the ground operation, pa.rtly in direct and partly in indirect

support (and the empha,sis lzy on the latter  of the  smy by providing

cover for its flanks.

/
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There was onl  one Corp• -- the 1Y lir Corp  -- who • si aionr wer•

oloeely ooordinated with the opsn tioas or the Lrq in the northermao.t

seotor. Only a .va11 foro• iroa the YIII lis Corpa wa.  till engaged

in breakin8 do .a the lu t of th. ea.q r..i.tanoe.

II. T
_
 e llission• and doti.itp of tihe Seoond `ir  'leet betweea

]
,
5 and 20 1[aJ 1940

Ia ens p=e  i ou• t r eat a eat oY t he o  es a l l t ot i  ri t y o  t 2u La f t -

•atY• in r..p.ot to th.  oseenia8 of the rlanko in Lrq opsration., we

•
hiwe alre oo ered a good d.al o! th• acti rity oi the Seooad  ir  lest  T

dur i ng t h i . peari od .

 11 that reaain. 1. to deaorib• 1n brief oatlin. th•  i.vion. or

th. Seooad lir Flset ior tlr period ia qneotion.

 oti.itT again.t the eaeq air aaito and th.ir grownd or8anisation

f aoi l i t i . . i a. r . l egat . d al . os t ea t i s el y t o t h e baolcgr o  d • Ther e wer •

no .or• reolly shrardin8 target• ars3lable anyw lr, sino• the Datoh lsaed
 

Foroe• had oapitolat.d aad ths Belgisa air foroea sore er le.a •lisi a-

at ed by t h . r i r s t heavy bl ow of t h. Qera u oi 'f ens i Te . Yos eowsr , t he

ar.a in .hioh th. Belgiaa -- aad tbn  al o th• Frenoh aad • p.aially

the Briti.h -- air v aito w.r• operatiag h.d been growin8 a.all.r e.oh

da  and was now liaited to ths ara right along the oou t.  s a natter

o! faat, ther. a r• only a fnr n all-ooal• attaoks on ene.y airYields,

apeoifioally n.ar ah.nt, n.ar Yal.aoienn.., snd heu Pitsy .n lrt.i..
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pn 2p y  , ho • • • • r , i t wt . onddual y di s oevrr ed t hat t h. nu  b. r of

.iroragt at tho aitYields 1a the ie.t.rn .eotor of the ope rational area

had inoroased oon.iderablT.  t lbbo.ille, tear ezaaple, =ittT .nW

airoratt •ore oonated, aad at Dunkisk, Calaie, and St. O.oz apps.zioat.ly

one hundr.d .aah. 3tran6ely .aeugh, ther• i. no r.oord of anT attaah

on t bes e t i s ri ol d• oa 20 lL. y ; i t i • po . . i bl e t bat t hey a. ,T har e beei

bo.ba,rde
d sn one of the Yolla ring da,Ts,

but hsr., too, ther• is ae reoord.

Thia .uddea oonaentrati©n of •ae  tirortrt oould b. .=plainod •. y ns -

turally by the raat that th. rne T had loot oo sa  ethes airii.ld. or,
 

faat that Briti.h nnit• .er• being araaoYerred fros
poo.ibly, by the

Pnglaad to the Contin.nt -- althongh thor• ie ne proeg or the lattor.

I f i t wa t he aaso , t h. a t he nni t s 1a. ol Ted oonl d enl y laa  e beoa f i dht er

uai t . .

The boabardaent of na al targ.as and port fsoilitio  aloag ah. entir•

Channel ooast .a. oontinned  rithoat iat.rrnption by ahe unite o! the I11

r lir Cospe• 1 d.tail.d aoo.unt of these aissi.n. an d an eislv atios eY

_

th.ir efSeatiTeaons ne.a net b• gi.ea  here, .ino• the o..batting sf

naTal target. ia tb. Snglish Chaenel io to be dealt  rith ia t .peaial

s.otion oY tb• s  T•

Th. l ooa]. poi nt o! t he aat i Ti ty oi t h,. Seooad l i r Fl eet ,  ri t h i t a

Iy   I   C.rp., .as dooidodlT the indireot and dir.ot .npport of

 r.y opsrttion..

l her.as, ia tbs b.ginning, the aa ority of tati ity was oonoeatrated

on the •liaiastio  eg the last poak.t. o! re.i.taaoe ia Hollaad (a.aned

not b  Dnt oh, bnt by Br i t i ah and Fr w oh t r oopo) aad t h. bo  bar d  ont

ef the Dyl• poaition in $elgiua, the •Perational area ef the I9 lir

Cerp•
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gr  ,,dyu l l f . hi =t sd t eward• t h. • os t t o Ysep pao• r i t h t h • ops r at i os s s r

ths  rrT, whioh war adTaaaiag •toadilJ after ha ring ororoo.• ths eb.taol•

r . pr s rsat od b  t h. DJ l • pe d t i ea . C. nt i nnon   , sf   t sr at i o at t aut . wer •

oarried out en onsr  troep aowsasnts and 'tranaport Yacilitiss in ths

hintsrlaad. Thor• attaoks tooY plao• rot on1T dnring ths d  , bnt --

te aa laaroa.in8 dsgro• -- alro duriag the aight, .h.n auisaao• raid•

wsss rtag.d to Ysop tho .n.oqr's rear srsa oea uaioatioa. in a rtat• ot

oontia nal oont'nsioa . Theso raids wero inora asd a. soea as it beoaas

appassnt tbat a teadenoJ to withdrsar tao w1da P=•ad a11 sl.n  ths sas T

•
f r oa t .

Thss• wer• two "islands" left behiad ths irent .hioh had to b•

attaoksd sgain and a8ain -- ths fsrtroa o• •i LisBe and  latar• Still

• f f or i ng s a i . t anoe , t hs f or t i f i aat i ea s wer s f i r . t bat t or ed bT t he di   e-

bo bor unit• •t tho TIII Air Cerp• and YinallJ Yorosd to oapitnlat•

b  attaok• oarsied ont bT tho IP  .ir Corpr.

Ths I lir C.rpr, it, eperatie sal area ad oinin8 that •f the IP
•

 
C• •   ths ••ath, oontinuod its ta.k of prori

 
'inS diroat and in-  r p  

di r . ot . appvr t Yer t h s Fenr t h l rp • l e dot ai l s , of t b. s • opsr at i ea .

ar s aTai l abl s .

In 3ub.eotiq I •f Ssotien 4 •i this ahaptor, we h  • dssozibed

t ho • i t u at i sn aa i t was oa 1T   J'+ aPPY'o    t e 1J t lr . i ddl s of t he psr -

iod nadsr disvao.ien, and ws haio also asttiensd tho .psaial .i.oioa

assigned te tbe I lis Csrps, nas 1J te pro rid. air osTOr Yor tho Ylaahs

ot ths brealctbron8h operatier te th• nsrth. Tlu sap
16

aheTS olsarlT

h.w ths indiridnal .issiens .f pro.iding oo•er fer the rlants, prepar-

i ng t he w. J   'or t h• at t aok sn t ho ground, aad proTi di nB snppei t̀ f er

ths Feurth gr ,T
doTStailsd, esoh into the ns t, in ord.r te fsrr a

single unit.
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Dnr i a  t  . r . l l vrs  y c aa r. , os t f 1 Zo ]4   , t   . ,d,. . i . u. . Y ti . t h a s

O  s p.   . . af s . d t   . u   . , s l t   i  , .   o. vr . e , t b,. i s . ps at i a ial

16 - S..  pp.a is 61.
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area. shi f t ed t e. ard. t he we. t i s ]coepi ng wi th the ads aoe or t h. l s 

on th. grouad. Beth li: cerp. .i th. soo.nd lir Fleet plaTed a dooi-
Y. r t hos i a 

oi we r ol • i s t ly. ps  . par s t i oa aud . i eont i en eY t he  bat t l o . f eaoi r ol . .

aoat and ezt.raisati.a ia tho ar a sround Lill..

pne que . t i oa i hi oh os anot b• an. oer ed at t lne . .  r nt eni nd t e t he

lant •f partiaent doao. nt., i• whether thor• •a. an  oe.r8laatiei •r

the ii..ion. •Y th. Seo.nd Air Y'leet tit  thess oY th. YIII lir Corpr

(Thirl 1ir Fleet), whioh wa. operatiaa in th• w e ar.a•  ].th
  t 

ar ea a. . f   ed t o t he I hi r Ca r p• had i nor ea. ed i n ez t . aAt (oi 18 ltq ,
•

ea t he t . . a . f l . i s s ) , i t oaa
v ni t . Yr oa t he I l i r C. r p• h. d at t ao C

b• u .uned i'ais1T oortaialT tLat th.r• waa ae genninelF olo.• oeep.r. 

tien betweoa ths I and th. YIII lir Ce 'Ps• Th. ba.io prrbles• aosi  -

.d t. the tw+ Cerps, and th. .is.ioa. inh.rent ia th.a, •er• w diYfer 

.nt that thor. .as no dan8a o! fM otioa, o.ea thondh their ai.rien•

siQht eTSrlap at osrtaia p.int..

Thu. t he t ae]c. • f t he 3. o. nd l i r   'l e et duri sB t h. por i ed omdi as . n 

2p   j oaa b• d. . or i be d bri eYl F a. f ol l ews :

1) Ths prowisien of dirsot aad indireot air .nppert !er the >r T

b a      .
unt i l t ho begi nai nQ • f t h. bt i -i  s ot Fl.ander • aad   s t e i . ;

2) Tho pr . Ti s i oa • i ai r or rer ! or t h. n. r th. rn l l aalc • f th • br ea]c-

t hr . ug'  i r e..t . n bot h ai de s ot t hs l i ne o! dem  cc. t i on bet ween

tho 3sovnd   d Third 1ir Fleet4; aad

3) Coatianatioa oi the attaoY• on •os.a trariie awd p.rt faaili-

t i . s s l oag t h e Ch,aoae l .
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I I I .  
'i'  e l[i e$i eaa and l ot i   i t

,1 .r t he Thi r d l i r hl eet be  rs e 

15 and 20 ]daar 19 t0

Ths aoti it  •i ths Third  ir Flsst dnring thi. peried pre-

eents a ae.pletelF difYereat pioture than that •f ths Ssoead lir !'leet.

' hil• the tissiene sf tbe 3eoend lir Fleet wers detersinei prede.insatlT

bT tactioal oeasideratieae, th.a •  the rhird lir Ble.t wer• lard.lT

etrateaio ia natare.

The fight te de.tre  the F'resah lir F.ros and ite  rennd erQasisa-

tiea weat en -- ne l.nger aa a prisarl aisd ea, bnt as an •ooaafenal
•

•saendarT ens. Lnd the.• eoca.iea. wsre wh.n..er airfield reeenaai .aao•

(aer i al r eo. nnai s a no• aot i  ri t r oeat i nned t e be oarr i ed ent q st s at i o-

a11T) indioatsd a rewu ding tardet er when a .ndd.n Ylase-np •f enea 

fighter aotiTit  ..er a oertaio u ea er at s oertain tis. .es .d te

sate interreatiea bF th. 4eraan air uait. ad.isable.

Ths la t oliau .e iar ia the battls Y.r air snpresaoT had tatea

pl ao• on 15 Yq , when ae f eRer t hau e l ewen ea sa  ai r l i el ds were s t t aolc- 

ed. The leoati.a er thea targ.to .euld •ees te iadiost• that the reosl

pe i nt a • Y t hs . e at t a,olc• t ere   n st abeed ef t b. br sakt hr eu6h Yres t et d

a,l en  l t e . e at h era f l anfc. I s addi t i oa t e t he l ar ge eoau.ber e= ai r or ar t

de.treFed ei ths grenad, the e,e.  le.t a a+e.d .aYyr airorsft is aerial

oeabat , f . r en t hi e dy r ki • f i ght er de f eaae• wer s f s i r l   aot i TS, par -

tioularl  ia the area. ef 3edaa, $ethel, $ei  , Yets, aad •esenl --

alse aleng the Ylaak oY ths aes aan greued eperatiea.

Dnring th. dyT. fello.ing, terial reoennaioaanoe sf the eaeq air-

tield., oarried ent partionlarl 
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e  er t he Chal ea e ar ea , f ai l ed t . r e. eal aq si ga i f i oant ohaage t . Hel a-

ti.el  few airoraft wers aeted en tbe fields ia eaatsrn Fraave. l. a

resalt, thera waa .er  little be.bardaent ea the part eY the  .raan

ai r nni t . . ?he saeq ' . f i ght er dei es . e . al os oeea ed t e bs weaker ; t ]nreT

• er e oenoent n t ed ne ar Sedaa , lLe t s . a d Sei a o.

Oa 18 1[q t hs l ar ge s i r bu • at ltenra el en as wel l u t hs e• .  . al l er

airfields were beabarded.

19 Yay br ev ght a   ew aer e at t aok. ez t he aere or ewded Yr eaeh ai r -

f i el d. , i nol udi ag t he s e at Chs l eas , l a i eon4, Os'ohi s . , lL. at di i i er . Pr e-
•

oisely ea the.• twe dq s, eae y air aatiTit  wa. aere liwelT t sa n.nsl,

n t hs t t he 4es aa a  tai t s wer e i a  eh ed i a he a. T u r i al o. . bat . (?he

resnlte are apparsnt in th. statiotio• ea airoacart le..ee, te be pse-

 ented at a later peint ia the ahspter.
)

Fi n. ,l l p, ea 20 I[a  a auab er • ! a i rf i e l d• ar e oad   t i e n. as d l bbe . i l l e

were beabarded. Thes• attaoh. were diraotl r oenneoted with the epesa-

  t i . n. ef t he gr evund f eroes appr e aob i ag t he se t we oi t i e . .

l e . that th. erigiaal Priaarl ebjeoti.e eY eliainatin  the Freaoh

gr enad •rganisati.a fad litis• had gradna117 le.t its w ci  oT    

bean replaoed by the aeaer.it  fes •ooasieaal atteak• enl , depeading

upes t he ai r • i t nat i en , t he t s,alc . f pr . wi di ng ai r suPPer t f ea  t he i r q

ou e i nt e t he f es egre  u d dns'i nQ t he per i ed w rder di oau. el eY.
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Direot  uppert, whioh had been the .e.t i.p©rtant during the prepar-

ati.n and aoo..plioh.eat •f ths panssr brea]cthreugh in the 3.dan-Chsrle-

Till• area {th .  .int siasiena of the II `ir Cerp. and sleaeat• .f the

FIII lir Corp., in partianlar, aeae t. aind in thie o.nneotfen), al..

o.atinusd to be iap.rtant at the beginniag .f thia period. Speoifioal-

1F, the air nnita ply  d a deoisi.e rele in ths Ridening •f the bridge-

hs ad s s t abl i shed veu t h ef the Yeu s s , and t he3r aar ri ed eut aont i  meu.

attaake ea all eae  treop u te.enta ahsad of the frent aad aleag th.

tlank  •f the Paosar ar.ap, nntil ths tfIII lir Cerpo .aa in a po.itiea
' 17te take en this ta.k alene ,

Thu , threngh.ut the sntirs eperatienal area, the aiooiena de.igned

te preTide direot n pport iere .oo t able te .ake uay fer th.oe intended

t• gite indireot snppert te Jr  .perstisno. In the area aoeigned te

tho Third lir Fleet, th..e iadireot .uppert .i.oiena  rere aarried en

eTSn during t!u night in the fer. ef haraeeing raida .n rail.y lines

• a o i hi gh ry rs i n t h e dspt h. • f eneV t err i t . ry (I I hi r Cer ps )
,

  large •ffenai e fora• rro  the Y lir Cerp  oarried .ut attaak ,

predoiinaatl  dnring the da,T, .n rail and highw  aysts.o aleng the

sent hern f l a. k e f t he ad. aaoi ng Ges . aa ar,ai ea be tire en Yet a and 8 ei s .

The systeu tio air oe.er.ge •f th e llanh. toTaids the aeuth had begnn

to be apparsnt.

The eb ecti.e of ths daytias attaak .a ea and the n.cturnal haraas-

ing raids uao t• preTSnt th• eneu froa bringiag up rainferoeasnts fa

tis -- aad thi. ob eotire s . aahisvsd. The iap in  ppeadLt 61 giTea

an eTerall pioture .  these .io.ioat aad of the diotributiea •f forasa

17 - Se e Chapt er Y,
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   te ores4 eTer the Se.ae s  where sl.ag t e apprezizate lfae  bbetille-

  . i ens - I as _Bst hel . Ia s ddi t i en , a s t r eng f er oe . as as si ga . d t e oarr 

, .
. ro t at t aahr ea t bs  uceas e f Le T  ep  r t , 8eau4ai o, Y.   t di di er ,   ew ,

I
 

aad l bbe ri l l e s s   el l as es t ransper t at i . n f aoi l i t i e s s rd t r . op .  . r t -
_  :I

.e ts in t  area es.t ef tLess te.m.. l hi hT.  aoooesalhl attaeb was - .
• . r  

. .   -   . . . . .  
-

, _-

  al se oar  i ed ent agai   db a f ai rl r . tr .  tg en. .   t re. p oel e  t hi wh  rs .   ;
 I

.
. t s  ,ag t e   e   s or e s . t h  3e. . e t e t he s er t h at t hs or e s i ng pei s t s .

.
 

 
I  t:• .  

.. -.  betrreea L i er s aad l bbe ri l l e.
,. .

, -
_Ia ornol nri ea , t̀  +s  aot i Ti t  r . f tha Tia3r d l i r Fl s s t dnr i   t ht per - {  ̀:;

       
   ;

  i ed 15 t h  n  h 20   oaa be . aw uci s sd br i ef 1T aa i ei l e  rs e
. ..

1 Ces  i  uu t i ea e? t be at rugSl e t e e l i a i aat e t he Fr enai` 1t   p.   e  
  I

.
 

, - _:  :I
  .,  

.. . - . . . .,_ as  1 t ]ma  ;aehi . re ,ai r snps   aar ;  • ,; 
.     

 

2) Di   eot rel per t e! ars ,  .oper at i . a . a l e  t 3 e bre at threa   t :̀+. at , .: .
;

. , i

  _
  ol  t i 3 t  . t ba d   et t es .   '  'e1T ande r w. ,r ; . .

. , '    
.  t adi r eet auppe  t ef t he   b  t h+s bs b. r d=eat e f s aa   t r au. - .

: _ , .- .

per t t s̀ ei }.i  t i .   i a  t be dept hs eS t he . aeq t . rr i t e r r;  ae d 
.

.
4  Pre. i ri . a ef

.a
i r oe rer   +rs l sac tbe a. at hsr  t l anlc ei t be t  a -

.

s . a br a  lct hr evgh f er oe bp f rus t rat i ng al.l at t .  apt s b  t  1  s ea ea  ''

.
t e b  ap r ei a  er oer e  #s f sra t hs sent h - - t hl.•   d beea t he

: ; '
. Pz i . a  J a i s s i . i .

-
I a t     r t ep• . '  e e f oeapl at n e, a , the ab. TS .  un. ary .   ht t e be .   . eat -

,
i d -b  a . a t i   t e f t he 1  11 1i r C.  r ps ,  rhi ah, . es e s l e s s i ndepead. nt l   r,

_ .rras pr  i di   rS di i  ot  s i r sappert
,

 
. _

, .
.

.

,_ ,_ .   
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!or the Pauoer Group von Kleiet.

There is no need to sention the aiesione of the YIII Air Corps in

detail, for they have been dealt with e=hAUStively in Chapter P ot this

study .

IY. The Hole of Aeri41 8eeonnaiasance in the Strateg-io Eaplo  ent

of t he huf t waf f e

The centribntion ef aerial reeonnaissance to the eaploy eent of

the Lnft raffe in strategio operationa wae a deteroining fact.r ia the

- suaaess of these operatirna. With.ut the acti.ity ef the aerial rec.n-

naiseance feroes, aahieveaeat •r the goal of total deatruction •f the

ene y air and gr.und forces weuld n.t have been pogsible. For aerial

reconnaisea,noe provided the basis ior both air and greund operational

planning . Th1s faet is reeognized not only by the Luftwaffe, but alao

by t he Ar q r
l 9

.

When ene f.llow• the detailad reporte of the aerial reconnaisaance
•

s uadrons in the si tQ t ua i oa r epor t s of t he Co.   nder i n Chi e f , Luf t  raf f e ,

froa day t• de,y, •ne auat inevitably conolude that net a single ena  r

operation escaped the attention ot Geraaa  ilitary leadere. Frea

the early recogaized ad ance of the 9nglo-French ar.ies over the Bel-

giaa-French border at the beginning •f Operation YELLOW (Gelb) t• the

early

19 - The au thor oan point t• a stateaent by Generaleberet Halder, thea
Chief of the Arny General Staff. Generaloberet Halder'a spontaa-
eous reaark to the author duriag an inter.few in 1956 was tbe fel-
lewing: "The  rgy was kept ezactly inf̀oraed of eneay aoveaents at

all tises through the aerial recennaissance carried out by the
Lurtwaffe. I •as able to c®nduct operationa ae though they had

been part of a previousl, planned war gaae."
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recognitien •f the eneyy attespt t• deploy forces for an operation againat

tbe aouthern flank •t'the Geruan force snd thua te threaten the break-

through acti.n •n the .iddle aeetor of the f'ront, the daily reconnaioeanae

reporto of the strategio LuftwaYYe provided co.plete and aecurate data

f.r the decisions •f Ger.an  ilitary leadere.

There are feur inatance$ of aerial ree.nnaissance actfTity .hiah are

of su f f i c i en t i vp o r t an
 

t o wa,r r ant ape c i a l e. pha s i a :

1) The ear17 recegnitien -- already  entioned -- of the antfeipated

advance ot' t he i ngl o- Fr ea eh ar . f ea i nt o Be l gfus ;•

2) The e=tensive aerie.
l ree.nnaissance of the Frenah ground •rgani-

zation, whieh led t• the egtablishaent firet •f air euperiority

aad then •f air $upre.acy ;

3) The early recognition •f the eney r attespt t. aarphal forces

fro  the area around Paria i'or a eounteractisn againat the

Geraan r.uthern fIank; and finally,

• 4) The o.llection of d4ta which led Geraan .ilitary leader. to

suspeat -- 4onsiderably in ad.ance -- that the British wers

planning to evaouate the   pediti.nary C®rpa fro. Dunkirk.

Thie laat p.int ia rather getting ahea.
d •f our s  atory, f.r

the Dunkirk operationo are t• be dealt .ith .eparately in a later ohap-

ter.

I t f a  rs r t hy of no t e , howev er , t hat t he Luf t waf f e r e c . $n i z ed t he

posaibility eY euoh an evacuatien aati.n leng before the top-level cs.-

aand had any inkling that .uch an atte.pt could be rade.
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Y. The De.elopment of the Air Situation ia the Area of Overationa
-

up t 0 20 l[e9 1940

Ia Section 2 of thie ahapter, we have outlined th® air situa-

t i on a e i t appe ar e d t o t he l eader a of t h e Ger men Luf t * af f e on 1 5 liay ,

after air superiority had been aahieved.

'1'hi s ewal u at i on of t he a i r s i t ua t i on wa e c onf i r med onc e mor e by

a etatement appearing in the situatioa report or the Commander in Chief,

Lu f t waf 'f e , f or 16 1[ay s "D<ir i ng t h e cou r e e of t he day t her e wer e addi -

t i oaa l , co nc l u s i v e s i gn e of t h e f ac t t ha t t he Luf t ws f f e ha d ga i ned ai r 

superiority ."

To an ever increeaing degree, the enemy fighter forcee were ob-

v i ou al y awo i d i ng any oont ac t wi t h t he Ger ma.a ai r uni t s .   e a r e s nl t ,

the GermBa bomber unite were able to varry out their attacka at mediw s

and Yairly low altitudes. And these tactics led to even greater suc-

aesa due to the fact that the bomber attacks were usually 4ade with

!
an escort of eingle-engine and twin-engine t ighters.

But thie picture, too, changed from day to d }y . In eertain areae

there wae a auddea  lare•up of concentrated enemy i'ighter deYensee,

supplemented by heavy antiaircraft artillery activity. Theae areae,

which sometimee changed hourly, were determined by the enem r's eitua-

tion ia reapect to airfielda, which wae growing more and more problem-

atical. For e=ample, eudden conaentratioas of air deienees were noted

ia the area north and northeaet of Par is, while the enemy was marahal-

ing hia forees there, in the Amien$-Abbeville area, while tro op de-

ployment activity wae going on,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

,  : _ . - _. - . T :y = - , _ -- - - -

,. -

  

. .
    Q

 

  .
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-   i a   e at'e  o f Fl awds re e ai  ,
h tt o3s , . hi l s t h. bat t l . of . aai re l u eat

 . ad ezi e rai aa#i os i Yt T .
, . w. . progr   RS t  er e . be L  twaf f e l oe t ao t i a .

.,.. • .; i ri r el ot i   g t o t  i se m. w euqeaJ pof at e a  aai a daf ea s  i . e s f l or t   the
. , . ,.' `

;   . re r •basas . eac• i . a . di.at . l a i dent i f i ed aad ds et ro  ed. .
_    .;

_ - .        i s  g #hi  s esti l t i ag• epo=s di o l ooal ser i al ooabat , a grErri ad t . a-
 , : -

  -di a oT 1ra. ao   ed os t x,e par t of t h  ! 's enob f i ght e r pi l ot . (Yar aae ) ei t hei ,
, •• #o aTOid •aerial oosb t sltwg lh r or to brs k it ofi ar't.r a sioale at-

  - ,, . . , .

' ,
  ;   aolc    . re rr. z •thi i . ras t f i glzt . r d auoo  eded i a . agsgi ng tbe   i . aah  

• .. - ..pi l ot s i a +ses
_ 
t s i aed s eri al ooabs t   t he t i ot orT a1w  . weat to t h.   f t - 

- -     .
 - ._ , . raf   s . .

_..      Sl  s t ri Yi n  pawsr a  . Yi ght   ng t or  al • o  the Bri t i e6  pi l ot e , s oet
.

-of whoa at t aolu a. s epeat ed  r sad s.
l  bbos al   , w  ace ooa. pi oaoasl f di ft er-

_ .
 

.eat f roa t ho 4±e ed' t   . Fre  oh,   e Spi t f i re pi l ot s , part i oal  ar la , proved

t o bt a  t hi ag .
b  .

t baolnras d i a of f eas i . e .  c t i oa . The  bad been eaeona-
 

, i
_ : . .- .. . .

,
t er ed f or t ] e i i r at t i m.   oa 15 1 .   nas r t he ooaat , and   r oa t hat t i ae

  .I
-   :

os t   ei s aot i a t  i aaa ea e•d et eadi 1T to i t a o l i aaac,  rhs t the  pl   ed _

,   a d   i o  t r ol . i a t he o  a  t i vns s t Daat i rlc. But eTes dnr i  

  t ha oo . bat   ;ba . . aow n,n
drr di oon s s i o  , i t s e es s ol sar t hat t h. Bpi t - -

f i r et wer e btl .ag ooa  i t t ed ez ol n e i  . e i
,  i 'r o. t hef r l oete ba e . i a   g -

-
, -  

: ,    ,;'-;, __ .
  ,

.
 ̀  20 - Dori ag   ,e  s ], voabat a  e  DFaas i oa 18 Ysy   f or ez aapl e , .

#  e   eras a

        f i ght e r s :'b  oa ght   own
.
al l

,
t irent p   or ar e e of t bs   'r eaoh f or oe . ' .

_. . . . _   -  

. .; •
  '

. ..

, :        .   .

  ; 

_ ,
- .     •ti _   : ,    

. - ' •  
.

 
.,•   ' .- . . .  . ._ , . ,. . , _, 

- .
 

..,
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utilieing the siriields along ths ooaate oa both addea of tbe Chsnnel

only as refueinng ba.es in aaee of nsed.  

  'hu s , as r egar da t h e ov era l l pi atnr e , i t i s sppar ent t hat i a pr o-

portlon to the degree to whiah the derraa grouad and air o 'teasive ad.-

vw aed, the nnaber aad atriking powsr ot the hrenah fighter force•

gr sdual l  r sank i nt o i nsi.gai Yi as aat , whi l e t he Br i t i ah f i ght er uni t s

began to interTSae to a n inareaaing eztent in the struggle tor the rs-

se nder ot the Continent.
 

Rhe f i gurs s re f l eot i ng t he ai r arat t l oaee• suf'f er ed bp both ai d es

_
s l eo shed eo te l i ght on t he ai r si t ns t i on as a whol e . The s t s t i et i as

i n t he t wo t abl e a t o f o l l ow wer e oos p3l ed f r or t he i n,di v i dus l t i t ns t f oa

r epor t • of t he Coma mder i n Chi e f , huf t waf Ys .

1) G_ l i r ar af   Lo_e e s

D  e Rot al Los ee s

. 15 liajr 22

  6 Yq 15

17   32

18 YaJ 34

l g  tay 41

  20 IEy  

Sot al : 164 oi r or sf t
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2) S nea  l i r cr af t Loeees

Da t e
shot Do ra $r onght DoMrn De s t r oye d Tot al
in Co.bat bv   on Graund

-

15 lteq b0 2 40 102

i 6 l [sT 31 8 11 50

17 ra,, 42 6 a3 91

18 Y. y 39 T 96 142 i

19 11ay 85 11 3? 133

2o Ye,T 2e - i e 46
 

roT.zs: 285 34 245 564

The Yol l owi ag br i ef comment e ars neaeesary f or the pr oper eval uat i oo

of t h e abi we t abl ea :

I a oompar i ng t he f i gnr es f or t he t  ro 8i de s , whi ch r ef l eat a . i g -

a i f i oan t r at i o of l e3. 5 (164s 564) f or Ger ms,a and ene. y s i r cr a f t br onght

•
do . n , r e spe a t i ve l y , we aue t bear i n . i nd t he di i 'f er ena es i n e . al na t i ng

losses on both sides oY t2 e front (already disaneaed).

Heverthelesa, there is oae faat  hiah is rsvealed olearly in

both tables -- the lo res on both eidee reach their atatiatioal pear 

oa 18 aad 19 Yay snd their resp.otive lowest pointa on 20 Yay.

3eooadly, the fignres for 19 l[aY reYlect a surprising iaoreass in

sne.y fighter aotivity, for the
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numb er of eaem  ai r ora f t eho t down i n a er i a l oo mba t i e hi gh e st on t hi e

day ; it can be assumed that it was fighter acti ity which was respon-

sible for the faareaee, rather thaa air activity of a y other kind.

Thi r dl y , t h e s t a t i e t i c a show t ha t t he Lu f twaf f e bombs r d  nt of t he

I  e nah gr aund or gan i $a t i on i ns t al l at i on s . a s at i t s mo s t f n t enai v e and

most suoaessful on 18 Yay . After thie date, it decreaeed significaatly.

Luf t waf f e ai r a   pr emacy ha d be oome a f a ot .

The report of the 1Fehrmaaht High Command for 21 Y.y 1940, refleot-

i ng t h e s i t ua t i on a s i t wa s on t he eve ni n6 of 20 lday , me nt i oo s t he   c on-
•

l e t e ma s t e of t he a l r e aa e " by t he Luf t waf f e . The ent i r e t ex t ofP ='9 P

t he r epor t haa been i nal uded as an appendi  c
21 i n or der t o pr ov i de a

summary of t he o. er al l ei t ua t i on at t hi s t i me .

It is true that in thie Wehreacht High Comoand report the phrase

quot ed above aeeme t o r ef er Bpeci f i oal l y t o t he ground and ai r si t aa-

tion in the deoiaiTe northern area of operations, i.e. the scene of

the aativity of the French Ninth trmy in the area around Lille. Hoae-i
t hel e ea, i t i B a f sat t ba t at t hi s poi nt t he Luf t waYf e had al re ady won

ai r eupr emacy i n t he ent i r e ope rat i onal are a , apar t f rom a nar row st ri P

along the coast where ths fighter unita of the British ho4e air defenee

forcee were atill attempting to limit German air supreascT in aertain

ar ea e aad duri ng cer t ai n p. r i oda - - sod wer e aucc esdi ng i n t hi s at t e npt .

21 - 3ee Appendiz 62.
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The Germea air eupremacy had not been achieved by dint of increse-

ed a i r a t t a c l[s aga i ns t ev er s t r o  er enemy a i r de f ene e e . I t wa s r a t her

t h e i n ev i t ab l e co n aequ en ce o f t he s i r s u p er i or i t y a l r ea dy e a t ab l i sh ed

by t h e Lu f t waf f e .

d e . e ha v e e e ea , t he Fr e n oh f i gh t e r de f e nae s wer a l i mi t e d t o sp e-

cifia areas and apecific periods and, on the   ole, they were gredually

d e o l i n i n g i n e t r en gt h . On t he o t h er h and , he avy - - a nd of t en co e t l y - -

aer i a l comba t wi t h t h e Br i t i ah f i gh t e r u a i t s a l ong t he Channe l oo a s t

was beooming more and more frequent.i
After their ill-starred visafon over 3sdea , which in the last ana-

l y s i a ha d b e en a co mpl et e f a i l ur e , t h e Br i t i sh b oa b er un i t s had
. be en

wi t hdr awn t o t he Br i t i eh Zel e e t o be oommi t t ed agai net l o  - r ang e t s r -

gete within ths Beich (in the $uhr Dietriot). Thie chauge  n aerial

war f a r e t ac t i c e , howe ver , f a i l ed t o h av e t he e f f ec t on t he ope r a t i on a l

a r e a wh i oh   l l i e d mi l i t a r y l e ade r e ha d  n t i c i p a t ed an d h ope d f or . The

 
a t r at egi c u n i t e mf t h e Lu f t . a f f e , u n d i mi n i ah ed i n 8 t r eng t h , h a d on l y t h e

geriou sly weakened Frenoh air units to face -- and the fighting morale

of t h e l a t t e r wa s co mpl e t ®l y br ohe n.

An d t h i s f s c t i e t he r ea s on t h a t t he Ger man Lu f t wa f f e f ound i t

relatively easy to establish and maintsin oomplete eupremaoy in the air

s o eoon af t er a i r au g er i or i t y had be en a c h i ev e d .

Al l t h a t wa s n eoe e s ar y we r e o oc a e i on a l a t t a ak e ( whi ch Qou l d b e

ha n d l ed by a r e l a t i v e l y ana l l a i r f or ae ) on t h,e Fr en oh gr+ouad or g ani z a-

t i oa - - t h e n a   or i t y of t h e s t r a t egi a Lu f twa f f e
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units hsd been freed to devote themselvee eaclueively to coordinated

oper a t i one wi t h t he gr ound t or ce s .   ad t hi s ha ppen ed pr e c i ee l y at a

t i me wh en t he Fr ench s rmi e e ne eded t he sa ppor t of t he i r own ai r f o r ce e

more urgently than ever before.

I t wa e nv t onl y t he Luf t waf f e whi ch h ad. bec ome dwar e of i t e new

po s i t i on of power and i nc ont e e t ab l e a i r eupecr i or i t y . The Ar a y , t oo ,

i n t he per eon of i t a Geae r al St at f Chi e f , c oa t i r med t he e i t ua t i on wi t h

the following etatements "Victory ia certain, thanks to tbe eztraor-

dinary effectiveness of our superior Luftwaffe."
22

•

Appendiz 52 preeents an overall picture of the ground situation

on t h e ev eni ng of 20 lQa,y .

Thi e i o eupp l emen t ed by t he s i t ua t i on ma p of t he Comn ander i n

Chief, As  T, for 20 l4ay (evening), which illustratee the courae of the

f r ont 2i n e e e s f o l l ows :

In Belgium the German advance had reached a line eztending from

' t 1 es 8t ot Ghent a l o t he Qour s e o f' t he Sche l dtt h e as ee i mmedi a s y n6

a s r ar a e t he Bel g i a n- Fre nch bor der . Ae ar Va l enc i e nne s a s we l l a a i n

the area betweea Yalenoiennea and Yaubeuge, the German divisions had

alree,
dy turned towerds the north and northwest; the encirclement

maneu.er is glreac y bsooming apparent. To the south and southwest,

t h e panz er uni t s of t he Four th Arm3r and t ho s e of t he Paaz er Group Ton

Kleist were advecing repidly '

22 _ Halder, Diary, entry for 19 l[ey 1940.
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in the direation of tbe aoaet.   iene and Abbeville uere alree,dy in

German ha ade; f̀aacth®r towarde the north, German tank unita were already

advancing from drraa on St. Pol.

The Chanael -- the firet (geographia) objective -- .rse already ia

eight. The eeaond (strategio) ob3eotiu e, the .eparation of the enem,r

a=  i e s i nt o t tro i eol at ed grvupe , had al re adY beea sahi evs d. Tk er e r e-

mained only the third and last ob eotive, the elimination of the north-

srn enemp an iea b, either ezterminatioa or aapturs.

•aaomplishmant of the third ob eative .ould bring Opsratioa YSLLO 

_
(Gelb) to an end and orsate the prerequieitee for Opezation B D (8ot).

II nder t be ee oi r aumst anoes , 20 Ya.  r epr es ent ed a def i ni t e bre alc i a

oper at i os a, aot oal f f or t he Iu f twaf f e but a18o f or t he   pr. For t he

Ia r t  rar f e , t he br e sY   aa ch araot ar i s ed by t he aahi eveaent of ai r sapr e-

macy; ae far ae the drm,y was ovnaerned, its operatione had resahed a

anaaeesYnl climaz sad aeeded only to be brought to a aoaalueion.

•
  I . The Dev e l o ment of t he l i r Sf t ua t i on i n t he Bome Ar ea

dl t hough t } e e ub   e c t oY t h i a s t u dy i e l i mi t ed t v t hs oper a-

t i oo s of t h e at r a t egi o Luf twa f f e uni t s i n Oper a t i on Y  .LIA'  ( Gel b )
, t he

ef f e a t i Te ne s e oY t he eaem3r a t t aok e on t a rg e t e   i Lh i n ti h e $ ei ah ou e t be

mentionsd brisYlJ beaanae oY the oloee interrelationahip ezieting be-

t wee a t he a ot i v i t i e s o  t he de ra aa LuYt rai t e and t h e enen3t s i r Yo r c e s .

In the beginning, there had been no apparent reaction to the Ger-

maa ai r of f ensi we on the par t or the Al l i e d ai r f or ae e .   he ant i ai ps -

ted
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concen rated enemy blow against the Huhr District had not materialized,

and the pinprfck tactica refleoted in the reoonaaieeance, training, aad

navi gat i on pr act i oe rl i ght a car ri ed out f  ro   Engl e,ad agai net t h• Hhi ne 

Buhr area had hardly anwy aoticeable etfect on the German home area snd

no ef i'eot . hat soeve r on t he oper at i ona l ar e a . The enem̀y penet rat i on

flights -- obvioasly carried out systematioally -- over the B yr of Hel-

goland were equslly ineffective.

lllied plana for an air offensive agaiaet the Germaa home area,

whi c h had pr oapt ed t he wi t hdr awa l of t h e Br i t i s h bombe r f or oe s f rom

_
t h e Coa t f a en t t o t he Br i t i eh I s l e e , had a o t be en put i n t o ef f e c t by

t he n i 8ht of 16  1T l[c y . Fr i or t o t h18 t i me t he s i t ua t i on r epor t a of

the Commander in Chief, Luftwaffe, rsfleot only sporadic flighte by

enes ,y
bomber s and s c e t t er ed bombs r dmen t ov er we s t er a Ger ma  r - - bom-

bar dment whf oh t he Command er i n Chi e f , Luf t wa f f e , ahar a c t e r i s ed a s

"planlee.".
The situation reporte slso mention aporadic enemy bom-

• bar  iment of aer t ai n br f dge e ov er t he Rhi a e .

St r ang e l y en ou gh , none o t t he av ai l ab l e Germe.n s ow co e s make s mea-

tion of the miniag of the ghine $iver by the 8oys1 Air Force, sn aspeot

of i t e ac t i v i t y whf ah Cbur chi l l empha s i e e s e s pe c i al l y
  3

.

o oco rdi ng t o Chf r ah i l l , f r   v t he v ery be gi nni ng of t h s Gori a.a of -

f en ei v e i n t he We s t , t he g oy al Ai r For c e ha d be en pl ant i ng f l uv i al

aines in the 8hine Hiver .

2j - Churchill, Thefr Finest Hour, psge 60 of the Germaa edition (based

on the esleativ e ezcerpta available in the Karlarahe Docnment Col-

l e ot f on )
.
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1 total of 1,700 ainea ia suppoaed to bawe beea laid during ths first

wesk of the offeasfve aloae. Churahill atatea that this undertaking,

Oper at i oa xCY1I, 1  HI   , produa ed "i a  e di at e r esul t a"  4
.

The odde t thing about Churchill's statemeat ia aeither the Yaot

that he reports the operation ea having been aarried out by the British

nor t he f aot t hat t he r epor t e of t he Coma eaader i n Chi ef , Luf t ws  f e , aake

ao mei  t i on whs t soever of t he ope re.t i oa , but r at her t he ai r cunet anae t hat

the Britieh zere aslled upon to osrry out a taek in the eastern®ost

aeat or of t hs lPre ach f ront whi ah e hou l d b  ri ght a have be en t he r e apoa-
•

f t he r s l l i 0s t he   'renoh . Thi e ai raumat aaca , s,l t hough ofatbility o i ,

aiaor ei$aifiaanae in terma of the owerall operations, pern ite aertain

oonaluafoas regardiag the laok of aombat readlnesa and effeotiwe aati-

  i t   on t he par t of t he F'renah s i r f orae a and t hu s on t he par t of Frs nah

military leadere.

lYs have alreadY mentionsd that the Germsa situation reporte -- in

• aontrast to the statomente in British aources -- do not reoord aa 

ahauge i a t h e Br i t i ah oonc ept s r el at i ng t o the oondu at oY ai r ws rrar e .

she alleged beginning of the Britieh air offangite sgainet the 8uhr Dis-

t r i at duM rig t he ni ght of 15/ 16   i e aot conf i rmed by Ger aian sour ae s .

The queation of whether Germau leaders failed to reaognisa it Yor what

it was or deliboarately tried to repreeant it aa insignifioant reaaina

open.

24 - Churchi l l , Thai r p'i ne s t Hour , psge 60 of t he Germaa edi t f on: "Pr aa-

tioally sll river traffia between Karlsruhe and Yains waa suapendsd,

and eztenaive damage wae done to ths Karleruhe barrage and a nu ber

of pont oon bri dge s . "
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On t he o t her ha nd , t he ei t u at i on re por t e of t he Co® ander i a Chi s f ,

Lu f t waf f e , do i nd i e at e v e ry cl e ar l y t hat a Br i t i ah count er ai r op er a t i on

• a e be gun dur i ng t he ni ght of 1'j   18 Yay . Th i s ope r at i on wa e no t di r ec t -

ed ezclueivelT egainat the Ruhr Diatriat, but eeemed to have ite fooal

po i nt i n the por t ai t i e s of Ha mburg ar d Br emen , ri t h mi nor bomba rda ent

of suoh other towna ae Wilhelmshav® sad Bendsburg .

The Ger man f i gnr e s per t ai ni ng to t lre at r en  t h of t he ensm,y at t aok

force and the nuaber or boobs droppad do not seem very aredible; it is

evident that they were ainimiaed, either deliberately or beoe uee of in-
•

25
adequate information . Aeoording to the German sourcea, no sore than

"approziaately ten enemy miesione" are enppoeed to have taken place o.er

t he Se sen- Diiasel dor f ar ea i n th e Bu  Di e t ri c t .

This fir$t heasy blow •as follo.ed up on 18   by  inor attacke

on the HamburB area and on tbe area around Hannover; other attaeka were

reported in the Diiaseldorf-Cologn.-Bona esea. According to Germsn

• aouroe a, ni ne Br i t i ah sqnadrona, wi t h a t ot al of at l east twenty- f i v e

ai ror af t , par t i ai ps t ed i n t he ee at t aoka.

Dur i ng t h e ni gh t o f 1 9  20 lQay , a f or c e co ns i s t i ng o f s i z Br i t i ah

squadrons aarried out faarteen penetration flights over the territory

of the Heich, re0ulting in t.  ty-four sir raids direoted ohieflT againet

t he ar ea e of Dor t s und , Yian et er - Oberhau aen , and Dii s ee l dor f . Then , dur i ng

t he n i ght of 20  21 Yay , t b,e r e wa s a no t i ae ab l e l e t - np i n t he i nt ene i t y

of the eaemy air attacka over the Reich.

Thms t he enem3r . a s appar ent l y r e s t r i a t i ng hi  ae e l f t o t hi s one l a r g e-

eoala aounteroperatioa, wbich waa intended as an answer not eo muah to

"Botterdas" as to the German offensive in the AeBt.

25 - German eou r ae e r e por t , f o r e=ampl e , t ha t an ene a y f o r oe of f or t y t o

f i f t y ai r ora f t had dr opped no mor e t hen "about f i f t y ez pl o ei v e b ombe
ead a few incendiary bomba over Hemburg".
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Nevertheleee, the important thing was that -- in the very moment

when the German Luftwaffe had succeeded in establishing not only sir

superiority in the Contiaental theater o   operationa but was well on

the way to achieving and maintaining air supremacy as well, the Royal

Air Force beg4n to ewitch over to a completely new concept of atrategic

air operationa -- namely operationa intended to atrike at the sourcea

of the enemy 's military might (to use an e=presaion atemming from the

German theory of air warfare). In undertaking this switch, British air

leaders revealed a faraighted graep of the potentialitiea open to them
•

in the air war, a graap of future possibilitiee which German leadera,

s t i l l i n t he f i r s t f'l u s h of' t he i r momen t a ry s uc c e as on t he f i e l d of

battle, completely lacked.

YII. The Air Operations Carried out a ainat Enemy  Taval Targeta

i n and a l ong t he Coa s t s of t he Eng l i ah Cha.nne l

Th e Luf t wa f f e mi s s i ona carr i ed ou t ag ai n at Br i t i ah i  av al t a r -
•

gete represent a apeciel phase of the German operatione of that period.

They wer   i n any c a ae , an i n t egr a l p ar t of t he ov er a l l s t r at egi c

plan.

For , a s we hav e empha s i z e d ag ai n and a.gai n , eve n t he Germa.n ground

operationa served the ultimate go81 of capturing the westernmost coast-
,

line of the Continent and thereby eatabliahing a base from whioh the

ai r war cou l d be aas r i ed di r e c t l y t o t he Sr i t i ah I s l e a . Ge rma.n.y
' e t op

military leadera hoped that thie air war would result not only in moment-

arily aecuring the German-occupied territories on the Continent, but also
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British coaet 3a an effort to disrupt British naval trat'fic.

And in the last analysis, the activity of the Naval Air Forcee (See-

fliegerverbande) of the Air Commander West (Fiihrer der Luft West), under

the direct command of the Commander in Chief , Navy, alao contributed to

the achievement oi the same objective -- although utilizing other means.

The l a s t l i nk i n t he ch ai n ot' t he at r ugg l e ag a i nat Br i t i sh na' a l

supremacy was undoubtedly the attacks carried out against ports aod

nsval traffic along the Channel by the IY Air Corps (Second Air Fleet),

i n i t s capac i t y a a t he at r at eg i c Luf t waf t'e f or e e i n t he We e t .i
On the one hand, these attacke represented the ®outhern limit of

the aea and air operationa against England, which were being carried

ou t al ong a f r ont whi  :h ex   ended f rom nor tih er n Nor way t o t he Sng l i ah

Channel. C n the oth,er hand, they were closely aonnected with the air

operatione on i.he Continent and thus with the ground operations of the

Ar n y wi t hi n t he t 'r amewo r k of Oper at i on YELLOW ( Ge l b )
.

  Dur i ng t he a c c ount o f Luf twaf f e mi s ai on s on t he t i r s t day of t he

ofr'ensive, we have already mentioaed that the effecta oi German sir

ac t i v i t y made t hems e l v e s f e l t 1'e,t bey ond t he act ual Lu i t war'  e ar e a o f

oper at i ons - - a s f ar a s t he Cha na e l c o a s t , a s a ma t t er of f ac t , de ep

inside the enemy territory -- in that they helped to paralyze and dee-

troy the ground organization eet up by the Weatern Powers as a bul wark

againet England.

And i r om t he i 'i r at day ot' t he oi  t'en ai v e on , Ger men a i r c ammander e

continued to pursue  rithout interruption thie policy of aonducting the

air war t'ar in advance of' the operations teking place on the ground.
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Iadependent of the aocount oY the air war against naval targets,

which ie deseribed ia detail in the speeial etuc]„y
by Colonel a.D. aau1

26
,

i t i s nec e as ar y Yor ue t o dev o t e s pe c i al a t t en t i oa t o t he a ct i wi t y of

o er t ai a el eme nt s o f t be Se aond   i r Fl e e t agai a st en ea y nav al t sr ge t s .

This is all the more necessary in view ot' the fact that a relatively

s t r ong f o r c e f rom t he I 11 Air Cor ps wa e oc aupi ed ez ol u si v e l y wi t h mi e s i ons

against the Channel ports and eneay ehipping in the Chanael whils the

Ai r Co r ps i t s e l f wa e a s s i gned t he t a s k o f pro v i di ng di r ea t and i ndi r e e t

s i r suppor t Yor t he Arm3r, f i r s t i n t h e Bel g i a n t hea t er of op er s t i on a

_
and latsr in sorthern  'rance.

Thug t h e s o t i v i t y of t he st r at egi c Lu t twaf f e uni t s ove r t h e Cha na e l

and al ong t he Cha nne l co a et s r e pre e en t e an i nez t r i oabl e pha s a of t he

overall probleme assigned to the etrategie Luftwaffe ia the  eet as a

whole.

The pu rpo s e o f t he a f ae f on s conc e r ne d wa s t o pr ev ent t he r e i nf or e e -

•
ment, enpply, and a8intenanoe -- froa the Britieh Isles -- of the British

Ezpeditionary Corps at4tioned on the Continent and to bloak the oontact

route bet.een Engldnd and the Continent. In this reepeot, the activity

oY the IY Air Corpa can bs viewed as a part of the overall vission of

pro . i di ng i ndi r e c t ai r euppor t f or t he Ar a y .

I n a l a t er co n t ez t , . e ah a l l pre e ent a eummary ot' t he r e sn l t s of

theae operatioae againat Che.nne
l targ+ete during the course of Operation

YELLO  f ( Gel b )
.

26 - See Footnote 12, thie chaptecr.
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Wi t h i n t he f r am. work o f t he pre s ent ch apt er , howev er , we mus t e on-

cern ourselvea with the eztent to which the Seaoni Air Fleet in gea ral

and the IY Air Corpe in partieular were occugied with ot'i'ensive miesions

di r e c t ed aga i n s t t he en emy ar e a bey ond t he co mba t f r ont . I n th i s con-

nection we should bear in mind that the IY Air Corps, af'ter completing

its role in the air landing operations in Fortresa liolland, had been

   ,br ought up t o s t r eng t h by  a s s i gnment of e l ement a of t he 4 t h Bo®ber Wi ng ;

in ita new form, it had not only helped the Army along in ita advance

on the ground, but -- at the same time -- had been assigned to carry

_
out t he ai r war ag a i n s t enemy nav a l t ar ge t s i n t h e Cha nne l . Thi s br e ak-

down into two entirely diasimilar areaa ot' activity was all the more

di f f i c ul t t o cop e wi t h a f t er t he de c i s i on ot' t h,e Commander i n Chi e f ,

Luf twaf f e , oY 16 Hay , whi ch depr i v ed t he IY Ai r Cor ps of t h e suppor t

previously pr vided by the YIII Air CorpB in the Belgian theater mf oper-

ations.

• Fr om t he ve ry beg i nni ng of t he of f ene i v e , t h e t as k of co mbs t t i ng

enemy shipping activity in the Channel had tied dorm large elements of

t h e I Y Ai r Cor pe , end du r i ng' t he pe r i od be t we en t he a chi ev eme nt o f a i r

superiority and the establishment oY air supremacy, this task continued

to oceupy them even more intensively and exclusively. For it was aot

only a matter of bomber missiona; even more important was the compre-

hensive aerial reconnaissance activity which preceded them in order to

gather the data needed for effective operations against the Channel

por t s and t he en emy nav al t ar ge t s . I n t hi s ope r a t i onal t he a t e r , t oo ,

the reconnaissance pilota, carrying out their work under eztremely dif-

f i cu l t eondi t i on a ( Br i t i sh f i g ht er a i r c r af t def ens e s , s hi p- ba s ed ant i -

aircrat't artillery)  turned in a brilliant performance.
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The r e su l t s o f t he ae ov er - wa t er r e c onna i a s anc e and bonnbardment mi e-

s i on s de s er v e eve n g re a t er r e c ogn i t i on i n v i ew of t he f ac t t ha t bo th

types of units were etaffed by crew8 who had had a good deal of valusble

experience in over-land operations but were coIDparative novices in over-

water air sctivity and had received only very aket
 

training in thie 

field (identificatioa of' ship models, tactics and techniquea of attack

ag a i n s t nav a l t arge t s , ev a l u a t i on o f port i ns ti a l l at i ona and i den t i f i c a-

tion of vulnerable key pointa, over-water navigation, etc.
)
.

Thua the lack of ezperienee of the crewe and their tendency torrards
• ;

overoptimiatic evaluation of the effectiveness of their activity muet be

diacounted in the apprafaal of the reporte turned in on thie aetivity ,

reports which aerved as a baeie for the eve,luation of the military aitu-

at i on a s we l l a s f or t he s i t uat i on r epor t s o f t he Comman der i n Chi e f ,

Luf t waf f e .

Let ue now turn our attention to a brief account of these miesioae

•
and a summary o f t he i r e f f e c t i v e ne s s dur i ng t he per i od pre s ent l y und er

diacusaion.

Beginning with the second day oY the offensive, not a single day

pa s s ed rri t h out bombard.ment o f nava l t ar ge t s i n aixi a l ong t he Eng l i s h

Channe l . The s t r e ag t h o f t h e par t i c i pa t i ng f or e e v ar i e d . The mai n

factors governing emeploy.ent were .eather conditions and the enemy

situation in the target area, both of which were carefully reeonnoitered

firet. In addition , armed reconnaissance missions were flown periodi-

oally, even without prior reeonnoitering . The tactical coneept "armed

r e c onnai es anc e " r e f er s t o t h e empl oyme nt o f' v ery ® a l l comba t uni t s ,

varying in Btrength from three aircraft to squadron size, which
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. .
psr f orasd t hei r owa re oonnai s aanae aot i  ri.t y s nd eel eot ed thei r t s rg et •

thetseltea; thqy had to bs snffioientlT well armed, of oourra, to bs

  abl a to at t a olc t he es t . r g at s ef f e at i   el y i f t hey wer e cons i dsred r eward-

iag eao ugh. Lt the aaare tiae, thsir sirborne sra.vents had to b• <trong

eaough t o petti i t t hea to oope wi th s a at t aaY by eae. y f i ght er ai r araf t .

  vor di ag t o t he si t uat i oa r spor t a of t be Coamas ds r i a ahi ei , Iaif t -

ws f   e , oa whi oh t h s f ol l owi ng data , l i ke t he pre. i ou s , ar e bassd, t ]  e

f ol l owi ag da  . wer s of part i onl ar rd gai f i aaaoe as r egard. t h,e ai r war

egain.t eaea  aswal target.:

'
  1L Y

,  : Dari ng the ent i re de r at t aoka were c srr i e d ou t oa eae Q

. hi pp  ng t r af f i o i a t hs Cbdnae l ar ea aa d al oag t  6e oanal .

o f t he 1h  t o h provi aoe of Zs el s ad ; t he at t aolca we=e r e-

por t ed ae sz t r e. el   et f e ot i . e . Ia addi t i on t hsr s rrar d

at t a olGS oa t he por t f aoi l i t i e • of Yl i s ei ngen ani Os t ende .

- 'Yhs aerf al r eoonaai seanoe . quadr one had pror i dsd a al ear

  piatnse of inoreased sseq  shipping aotitity ia ths ©haa-

-   mel, partiaularl r ia sad srouad the Duakist ar.a.

1 Y s t a m an or. . r - wat ar asr i al r . conna i asaaos wae i at ea ai f i ed,

  but r eTeal ed l i t t l e aa rs l t r af f i v i a t he Chaanel i t es l f ;

h. a.  r oon. oy t r af f i c , aoa ng wi t h s s t r oag aawal • . oor t ,

wse a®tsd off the ooset nsar Oetande.

 Phs apps  pr i at e at t ao n  r+er e s ar ri ed vat , aga i n wi th goqd

snae e a .

 1  : 17   e9 *as deTOt s d ohi s f l y t o ars ed r eaonnai a . aoe ai a i o t. ,

dnr i a8 whi oh a no. ber of eaesqr v ses el e wer e at t ad  sd and

b..egsd.

i _
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_

  : i hi e waa t ltie day of l sr ge- eoal e aot i iri t y ov eac t he Chs aas l .

J ooor di ag t o t be ooabat rs por t s we ha rs aTai l s ti l e f or 18

Yay , i t essae eiri des t t 3 t t a good asay uni t e f m i t be Iy

  # c Corpe m et h a re bs en eapl oy ed.

    : 19 Ysy aae al i o a dey of heavy t t t eak s , ahi ef l   ovaaent r s t -

  sd oa t he Di eppe , Cs l ai e, and Dua]ci rk or eae . ,
 

,

!hs attsolts of 19 Ye  u e deeeribed ss a "epsaial nadsrtakisg" sad

iers appareBtly oa rried oat by tlu 9th dir Dirieioa. llthough thie •

* Di Ti si oa wae not snb or di nat s t o t he Se oond l i r ! 'l eet aad, s s a ai ne-

l t  ri ag nai t , i ae reeer red   or s n   t f rel y di f f eremt type ot oatn.i tae  t ,  

,t h. sboT. s t t aaks - - f l oea pwcel   a md ei #pl y s a boabard rent v ,s ei oas - -

, do bel oog i a t 2'ie o  er al l p3otur e of th e ai r war s gai s s t Chanael t arge t e.

4bTi on al y t he Di  ri ef oel had be ea ooa. i t t ed i a . u ar ea ahi ch o  er l apped
.

f ht t aaei grred t o t hs   eeoad d i r Fl eet .

Ths Seoomd . ir
Fleet iteelf, oa 19 Ya„y, hsd aoaoeatrated pri .rily

 
t C ade l ar ea • sbove s l l Dno]ci rk Cal s i e  oa hsarbor seooasai.eanae in bs ba ,   r

  utd Boul ogae r er e ]cep t under von st aat sar rei l l aaos . >s a tli s eot r ee tl t

of this recoanaissaaoe  dot
stity, attaoln .ers carrisd ont oa ths poart

f a ai l i t i e e of Bnahi =k and Qal ,ai e t nd oa ensaiy shi ppi ag s aehos sd i a t he s e
.

t wo harbor e , Das  i  qg the ai ght , t lse por t i a8t al l at i oae at Boul oBt e Rer e

boab.d.

The ooaoerrt r at i os oY ths s i r i s r agai a s t ene q por t f aoi l i t f s . .  a d

aar al t drge t e o t 19 lU  aaa al o se3y i at sgr at ed ni t h t  rs de rs l opaeat of

the lrs, operatioss oa tbe 8 rana d. *hio  •ere ao•ring olo.er aed oloser

t o t he oos et , . hi l s   s t th e eeae t i as eaeeR,Y ahi ppi a8 t r af f i o aaros s t he

aheu ts el b soaa e ac r s amd aor e l i TSl   .

_ . .
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• i
3oi

before the ends ca.me together.

On t h e ba s i  s of t h e av a i l a b l e e our c e ma t er i a.l , i t i s i mpos a i b l e t o

de t er mi ne e ca c t l y wh a t pr o por t i on of t h e ov er a l l s t r eng t h of t he I 9 Ai r

Corps (the only air unit still employed in the Belgian theater  was tied

down e ac h day by t h e ope r at i on s o f t h e a i r war aga i n s t ene my nai a l t ar -

g et s . I t i s c l ear , howev er , t h a t ac compl i ahme n t o f t h e du a l mi a s i on ( s i r

s u p por t t 'or Ar my opera t i ons and t he a i r  rar aga i nat e ne my na v a l t ar ge t s )

represented s aevare atrain on the capacitiea of the Corps, and it was

inevitable that its striking po.er should be considcrably redueed. The•

remark made by the Commander in Chief of the Second Air   [ Fleet, "The

striking power oY' the air unita was exploited to the utmoat during this

period -- in terma of both pcrsonnel and niateriel; unit strength sank

to 30 to 50  or what it should have been", refere primarily to the uaits

of t h e I V' Ai r Cor ps
  7

. The f ol l owi n g oo mme nt , t oo , pr e s uma b l y dppl i e e

chi e i ' l y t o t he Cor pe : "Th e t r a n s f er o t ' t he a i r u ni t s t o a i r f i e l d s l o-

•
c a t ed c l o s er t o t h c t "r on t h a d h a r dl y a n,y e f f e c t oa t h e numbe r of mi s-

aiona flown per day, aince the rapidly mounting lossea could not be

made up eo quiekly as they occurred ."

l̀ 'h i s e z p l o i t a t i on o f t he I  F Ai r Cor p s t o t he p oi nt of ez hau s t i on

can be inYerred only from the mission reports. For that reason we

have included as an appendiz
28

a summary of the results of' the attacks

carried out during the period 15 to 20 May, based on the daily aituation

r epor t s of t he Command er i n Ch i e f , Lu f t Ra Y'f e .   v en r ev i ewed wi t h t h e

necessarp reservations due the reliability

27 - Albert Keaselring, Soldat bis zum letzten Tag (Soldier to the Lset},

PaBe 7T •

28 - See Appendia 63.
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ot vi . ai os r spor t • enb. i t t . d by t bs uni t a i nwol . ed, t h.  r al   ar ly   sf l eot  

t he f ac t t hat t h e ne i t e of t he IY •l i r Corp s wea e n8dsr . eTer   . t r ai  

due to eimees eaploy eat,

+ t +
   -  :     -

AaJ . a. o. arT of a phaae of oper at i oao l i loe t hf r oae ,  rhi vh begar wi t  .
,

t he s ohi e . enea t of s i r aaper i or i t y aad eed ed wi t h t h. ea t abl f atu s nt 4f
_

air . o preaaoy, a.y we11 se.. arbiirary and oae-eidsd. Thi• is all th.
.

   tor e t he oama r hes we ar e deal i eg wi t  a phae e  dBr i og whi oh t} e oper a+-

tioaa of th. iray .ad the Laftvaffe fora a eiagl• w 41t and dnrisg .hiah.

e. eat s no . ed . h. ad r api dl y aed s i th ont a  p appar ent br eaice .

. l nd aeTe r t hel e es t i  r s wer e   OUi ns s nd s i gai   i os at br ea]  . , reg ar d-  

l a a of wh. th sr or s ot r et ri epe ot i   s hi at ori oal aoal ys i . f oow e+r i t • -

attsutivs on thi• or tvat d  ia partianlar. For prsvlaelt in tbe oa st

oY Ope r at i os Y  LLt    Gel b  , e raluat i oa of t b s ai r af t nat i oa doe a not

s t ea to be an es d i a i t . el f , aa appr ai eal of the a i l i t . ry . i t nat i ao e  -
 

  t n bat rathar -- at lw t
  al n s i wel T i r t sra s vf Lof t s i f e oon si ds   a i o . ,

f or a ape oi f i a peri od - - e. r . e r as a ds t ermi ni ng f aat or f or  t hs sTa]:t  r-  

t i o t of the g r vt  d ai tnat i oa s a wel l . The brs aka i s aat i on r ea t i oaed

abo re hat e s ot baes ss l eot ed arb3.t ras i l y , ba t r at hsr r  ol . ed f ro t o7 l 0 -

411 drrs l opeim t s . Fc  i t s s deai ds d,l ,y t he aohf . wes t nt of oos pl . t. s ai a 
,      

. •
  pr en. oy whi vh aads i t po s s l bl e f ar the LuYtwai f e t o dewot e i t es l   es -  

.
.

ol n s i wel y to t he t a  of ai di a8 'the   ' e adv anae oa t hs gs ouoi d s  d =-

,- -
,

.
3nat as l s por t ss t - - of ps   ri di n  a . ar s sn - . •

•
S

.
;

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

   
303

r 

against enemy attack from land or sea for the Army'B eztremely vulnerable

ope r a.t i ona l i 'l ank s .

Whether or not the Army would have been able to carry out its ground

op er e t i on s wi t hout t h i a de oi s i v e dev e l opment i n t he a i r si t ua t i on , mue t

r emai n an op en que s t i on . I t i e oert a i n , howeve r , t hat i t wou l d ha v e

tsken a good deal longer and that it would have resulted in ooneiderably

hi gher l o a s e s of Ar my per eo nne l .
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huftwaffe command poets operating in the decisive battle of encirclement

in the north, with no uniYied auperior headquarters to guidethem.

In Yie. of the misaions asaigned to the two Air Fleeta -- misofons

which were entirely different geographically, tactically, and atrategic-

ally -- it wae inevitable that the units of the Secood Air Fleet ehould

eo nt i nu e t o b e ez pl oi t ed t o th e ut mo et , bo t h i n t he i r i n c ompar abl y mor e

difficnlt and more costly employment in the large-acale battle going on

on the grouad arui in the ever more demanding sir war against eaemy tar-

get$ in snd along the F.aglish Channel. The stra 
in was augmented by the

_
airaumstance that it wae the fr nt aesigned to the Seeond dir Fleet

al ong whi ah t he f r e sh f i gh t er uni t s f r om t he Br i t i ah home ai r def enae

syet.n were appearing more and mor e frequently.

In oontraBt, the uaite of the Third Air Fleet (the YIII Air Corpe

ezcluded} ha,d only the .eakened and thoroughly resigned French fighter

r or a e s aod t he l o o al Fr ench ant i s i r cr af t ar t i l l ery t o c op e wi t h - - 1Y

• they ran into air defenaea at all. From this point oi vie. , the caiseions

sasigned to the Third Air Fleet were eaaier and entailed leas risk thaa

thoae ca.rried out by the Second 1ir Fleet.   statiatical comparison

of the lossee suYfered by both Air Fleets ie not poasible; if it were,

it would undoubtedly eubatantiate the above atatement.

The s i t u a t i on ehang ed r ad i c al l y , howev er , af t er t he Bel g i an Army

surrendered {28 liay), after the reafatance of the French t'oraes at  rtois

wa e br ok ea ( 28 s ad 29 l[ey )
, a,nd af t er t he Br i t i ah Ez pedi t i ons ry Cor pe

waa pu shed back i nt o t he nar r ow c oast al ar ea ar ound Dunki rlc. I t . ae

during theae few days that
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t he a at i on be gs n whi ch wa e t o end i n t he co na ent r a t f on of ' al l t he Luf t -

wsffe foroes etationed in the  est against Du nkirk. The beginaing, the

development, and the oonalueion of this operation, which conaerne the

Luf t wa f f • onl l , wi l l be de s cr i b ed i n Ch apt er I ]L of t hi s s tu c y .

Thue Operatioa YELL  f (Gelb) was brought to sa end prfor to the

beginning of the so-oalled Dunkirk interlude, which was to provide the

transitioa to Operatioa HED (xot). Operation YPLLOW (Gelb) ssy bs oon-

sidered to have reaahed its concluBion on 29 May. On the eame day,

the first large-saale Luftwaffe att8ak oa Dunkirk took plsoe, following

'
up t he ar a l l e r - e ca l e at t a ak e whi ch had bee n oar r i ed ou t dur i ng t he pr e-

oedi ng da re .

The last phase of Operation YELL001 (Gelb), covering the period fror

21 t hr ough 29 ]day , a an be br i e f l y s ummar i Led a s r ol l ows ( bro k en down

iato the aetivity of the Seeond aad Third Air Fleete ):

I. The 3eaond Air Fleet

.
Oa t he v ery f i r s t day oi ' t he pe r i od her e under di s au s s i oa , t he Luf t -

,
 
p
 

waffe once again intervened with deaiaive effeet in the graund operatioas,
 

this time at a point along the edge of the enairclement area nsar  rtoie:

,
"The di.e borbsrs pla3red an important part in fruetrating aa attaak by

 

„
1

 

Britiah arrored foraee near Arras .

This ar®ored attaak wae intended to open a gap for the breakout of

the enoiraled enamy forees towards the aouth; it .ould probably have ,

enaa e ade d i f i t ha d no t be en f or t he Luf t wa f f e . Th e Jod l Di ar y
2

make a    
r

 

t he f o l l owi ng oomment :

1 - Hepor t ot t he Wehrmacht Hi gb Comme nd f or 22  [ay 1940 .
2 - $ntry dated 22 l[ay 1940.
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1

but t he  • ere a,bl e t o as l i mpon  t he aona. a  t r s t sd g  nad dect ead t e araa -

s   t • Ot a   +er al ar  ri e/ . l s a r e ai l t , heav i l y aoac ent rat ed eava  s at i -

    ai rora   t ar t i 114 cy . . de t be   ar naa s i r at t . alc. di rf i oal t s ad of t en oo . t ].y .

    !'he se eaeq 8r v  d araas sa t e wera angt ent ed al ong t he aoast by t L r a+at i -

  .
wi t y o  t he Br t   3ah f i ght   ar a,i r ar art bas ed i w Bngi . nd .

.
 ivTer t he l e ee , de irpi t s t he f ; ct t hat t he aoat i nnon • aat f Ti t y af t he .

asru s ai ,r yai t  was oarr i ed oa nader i nareas i ngl y di f i i   l t . ad vo et l y  
, . .

ooadi t i oa s , i t   d Lav e a • ez  r deoi / i T. sf f e ot on t he aor al e of thv

ene. y t rapopa d  i l l a sgagsd i n t he i i ght i og . The bre alcdown i a f i ght i n 
 

.-   s or . ,l e a ro rg t   e eri say f or oe/   s i ag t i e l aet deoi ef t e day / o  the bs t t i e

Of p'l s nder r aa  L  t c i / ,   or ez a. pl e , wa/ pri aari l y t h• r e . a l t  of t he

 ,aat i Ti ty o! t  e ta  twaf t s.

.
 zs a l d3t f o  t o t he i at e r . ent i oa i n g  owad oper et i ons , t ha oo 't i na   -

.
' t i on .

 of t he a tt irv,t / og ens sqr aavel t arge t a i n and s l o  g t he  C,  ans t l ai eo

.
ooot pi ad - - t  a t i aar ea/ i n8 degr ee - - t 3 e at t ent i on oY t he l f r Fl e et .

 
pa  es y . hi ppi ag t r at l i a h.  i bsaoa s s or e l i wel y , the harbor s ware aor e

hesRi l y vor  e et ed , and t be ant i at  cor ai t def ense • had been st rea8thened.

- .
PweB t ho ngh t ha oi t i e s ot Bov l o6ne and Gal a i / wer e / oon euei rol ed a md

t a cen   ar by t hs -Qeac asn pen  nai t s on t he i r w. y al oug t b e ahanael

ooaet t owat*d • fi he s or t h, t hv por t i . a i l i t i e s oont i nued t o be n . ed by

.   t   e ea s. y .
  or . emer al d  a , un  i 1 t he t3ar aian 8'sio  md f or ae . , w3.

th t bs

  hs l   ot t lei L. f t  raf   e , e taaeeded <i a • l i s i aa t f ng t he t .

  , di    B' t hi • i ut ers edi ary per i od, t  ,e Li r y l es t   t oa4]  h/ +d -

.
t o parry va t at t a ak/ o  4 . t ende   . ed Danlci r]r, but al w h. d t o h. . p ovl - , 

  b  di eg t he h ucbv  s at  

       ' i. '
  L -  

- s
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"Jesahonnek reports ... that Freneh taaks approsohed to
.  

wi t hi n t . o a i l e s of Arr aB bei or e t h.  r . er e at opped by di   e  
 

bomb er a , f i gh t e r e , and ant i a i r or a f t ar t i l l e ry ". !

Aaaording to the above sourae, this wae the aeeond instanoe in which the

;

Lnf t waf f e , op era t f ng ea t i r e l y on i t s own , wa s r e s ponai b l e i or t he f ai l - },,

ur • of an ene   y gro und act i oa
3

.

The above report refleots the Geraan sourcea. For the other side,

Churchill gi.es an account of the armored attaok at osras
4
.

Aocordin8'to Churohill, the British (not Frenoh, sa Jesohonnek ia-

_
di as t ag) araor ed at t aok • as aeu  ei ed out on 21  day on e i ther s i de of

.drras, with Frenoh forces aovering both Ylsnka of the attsak nnit. T1'ie

pur pos e of t he at t a ak was "t o oaaupy t he ar ea Ar ras- Cambrs i - Bapauoe ".

A glanaa at the map ehows that destrnotion, or rather ocanpation, of

t h i s a r ea e ou l d ha rdl y ha  e cont r i but e d t o an i mpr ov ea e nt of t he ene m,r

f ro nt l i n s ; r a t her i t wa s an a t t empt t o e st a bl i s h a ba s e of oper at i oa e

• for an eaemy breakthrough operatioa to rarda the south and to harass

the flsnk of the German panzer foree, .hioh had alrese q pesetrated

deeply into enemy territory.

Aaaor di ng t o Chur ahi l l , ho.rev aac, t he at t ack ran i nt o a f orc e co. -  

 
pos ed of some 400 Ger maa t snks and . as bxv ught t o a ha1t : "The Geraian ,,

aonat erat t aok , wh i oh  rae oar ri ed ou t wi t h overRhel mi ng aua eri oal eup-  
 

eri or i t y and  ri t h f ul l enppor t f rom t he I+uf t waf f e , asu esd • eri ou s :j

N

 

loeses .

3 _  ee Chapter 9 for detaila aonaerning the employment of ths aloae-

eupport gro ups i n t he Ca abr ai ar e a .

4 - Churohill, Their Finest Hour, Page. 91 and 92 of the German edition

(ba®ed on ezcerpts availsble in the Karlerahe Dooument Colleation).
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1

Dsepite the dieorepaaoy betTeen the two aooounta referred to above  
l

(naaely that the Britiah eource sentiona only "partioipation" by the

Luf t waf f e )
, t he f aot r ea ai ns t hat t he i at e rvent i oa oi the Laf twaf f e at

• r r as . as dec i s i v e . Atrd on t he seme da  r, el ement s of t hs YI I I Ai r Corpe ,
 
 

.  
again operating sntirely oa their own, were reaponaible for frnstrating , 

a Fr eaeh ara or sd at t ack oa t he t  of Cambr ai . The s e t wo eaemy at t aok. ,

at Arrae and at Caabrai, .rere obviously the forerunners of a odaoeatrated

at t es pt oa t he par t of t he ene  t o br ealq'  hr ough t owarde t he eonth at

t7ro separate points aloag the line; and at both poiats, it was the LuYt-
•

•affe wh3oh .a ed the day. In this aituation we have two looal taetical

riotorie$ ooabining to fora a deoision of aa or rtrategia iaportancs.

The r eoords av ai l abl e do not r eve al ez ac t l y wh i ob Luf t waf f e w ti t e ,f

t ook par t i n t l e a ot i oa at Ar r as . But i na amue h as t he uai t e of t he 9I I I  
 

Air Corps •a re other.i.e ooonpied, soma of thea still in prooesr of traae-

f srr i rrg t o advano• s i rf i el ds , and soae of t he® bei ng oomni t t ed ahead of

• t he Paas er Gr oup, i t aan be a s suaed wi t h a f ai r degr ee of aer t ai nt   t hat

it  ae the boaber aad diTe-bo®ber uaits of the I Air Corps.

 
D tri ng t he day s   i oh f o l l o red, bot h Cor ps of t he Seoond Ai r Fl eet .

 

aoneentrated inorearingly on iater.eation in the ground operationa in
 

the enairclement ares. Their tergets  ere ao longer rear srea ooamnni-
 

oat i ona f aei l i t i e a , 'but r at her t he enea3r ground f or ce e t h ea sel ve e . The  
 

. ii
ensnUr arai e a, f or o. d baa]c i nt o an sr ea whi oh wha gro. i ng saal l er dsy by ,

day , no l onger hs d a f or ae oi def s ns i . e Yi g i t er ai r cra  t at t hei r di a-
 
,

poral,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958

-T   -    -   
  ^ : =

- _t
 
  .   ti

; i
;

 
T - . •.

 
,
J
 
} '  r T  r . r _

   I '. ,
r 

•
- •

. - . .
' h: .t 1 . . . i•  ,«   i 

i i i .

    .6t - '  • '  • f:•
       r' •     =7 • a     ' : ỳ•  , 
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the German line of security. There were two focal points for this acti-

vity, the firet being the airfielda located in the Paris area xnd the

second the ene y transportatioa lines around Compiegne a.nd Reime. Tac-

tical air attacks were carried out on enemy tank oolumna *henever they

happened to be picked up by aerial reconnaisaance, ae well as on enem,y

troop concentration poiate ia the foreet area aouth of Aaiena. German

Army leadere anticipated tha t th e enemy would attempt to asaemble and

depl oy hi e f or e e s f or at t a ck a.l ong t hi s s e c t or sout h of t he Soma e , epe -

• cifically in the Amiens-Abbeville srea. For this reason -- and thie is

per haps wor t }z,y of no t e - - Ar my Gr   up A had r equ e st ed t he c oami t mea t of

air landing forcee to relieve the motorized  rmy troops for eaployment

in the battle of decision in the north. The request was disapproved by

t he dr ra,y
Hi gh Comman d f or th e f o l l oa i ng r e e,s o n c "i nauf f i c i en t t r anapor t

aircraft available"
5
. Employment in the nanner requested by the Army

would have been wholly contradictory to the purpoae and potential of

•
such a highly-qualified, apecialized troop -- the Army requeet reflected

a t o t a l l ack o f under s t ar di ng f or t he purp o a e and pot ent i a l v al ue o f an

air landing operation.

The effectiveneas of the attacke carried out by the unite of the

Thi r d Af r Fl e e t e es ms t o h4v e be ea e s pe c i a l l y gr e a t aga i n st t he ene ,qy

troop concentrations. All atte®pts by th e enemy to reaasemble his forces

for a counterattack in the north were nipped in the bud. And thie meant

that the Third Air Fleet was fulfilliag its atrategic mission.

5 - 1Par Diary West (Kriegstagebuch Weet), Part I, A.rmy
Group A, entry

dated 23 May 1940.
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ezcluaively on aiding the advance of' the Panzer Group von Kleist, it

wa e now empl oy e d - - a t l e a s t t o a con si der ab l e ez t en t - - i n t he bat t l e

o f ' enc i r ol eme nt , a s Chapt er V of t h i s st udy ha s s hown . I n addi t i on , i t a

e i t ua t i on wa s r e nd er e d eve n mor e d i 2f i cu l t by t he r'a c t t ha t i t s f i g ht er

unite, already battle-weary and .eakened by the losses they had sustained,

. er e no. hav i ng t o c ope wi t h t h,e f r e ah , f u l l - s t r eng t h Spi t i'i r ® s qua dm n s

o i ' t he Br i t i s h home a ir de f e na e f or c e a , whi ch wer e abl e t o compl e t e

t he i r appr oa ch f l i gh t a c r o s s t tze Cha nne l wi t hou t ene my i nt er t'er enc e ,

so that they arrived in the actual aerial combat area intact and ready

'
for actioa.

I t may b e of' i n t e r e st t o suppl eme nt t he above pi c t ur e of t he ai r

s i t ua t i on wi t h da t a baaed on Br i t i sh sour c e a . Acc ord i ng t o t he l a t t er
6

,

dur i ng t he day e i n que s t i on ( i . e . t he per i od t'ro m 2 2 t o 26 Ms,y
) "t he

8 oy a 1 Ai r For c e dev ot ed s pe oi a l a t t en t i on t o t h e pr ot e c t i on o f Br i t i s h

troops along the coast oY' the Continent". One source goea on to aay ,

  f o r ez aimpl e , t hat on 24   aY t w  t y Y'i ght er pa t r ol s i n e qu adro n s t r eng t h

wer e t l own and t ha.t t he par t i ci pa t i ng a i r c   at't be came i nv v l v ed i n

he avy eo mba t wi t h Ger ma n ai r uni t s . The l o s s e s , ac cor di ng t o t he

Br i t i ah r epor t , mu s t hav e b eeA v ery heavy on bo t h s i de s .

On 2 5   ay a t o t a l of t  en t y - one day t i me bomber r ai ds and 151

f'ighter missiona were carried out by the Roysl Air Foree. On 2b May,

"a similar undertaking" was carried out.

I t i s no wond e r t h at t he s e a i r a s s au l t s by t he enemy f ound t he

Ger man gr o und f o r c e s i n po s i t i on e whi c h ha ppe ned t a be

6 - "Hi s t ory of t he Se cond Wor l d V  ar " , "The war i n Fr a nc e and i n Fl an-

dres 1939/40" -- translated ezcerpts available in the Karlsruhe

Do cumen t Col l e c t i on .
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out ai de t he ar ea bei ng oo' er ed by the Ger man f i ght er f oroe s at aay gi Pea

t i . e.

But i t wa+r not onl y t he Gernan ai r uni t s whi oh  rere begi nni ng t o

suf f er f roa t hei r ooast ant eapl oyoent i a a var i et g of di f f er eat m1s-

•ions -- the Britiah bomber and fighter forcee, too, were belag oomnit-

t ed wi thout respi t e , especi al l y af ter Bri t i ah ni l i t ary l eader a had de-

cided to oarry out Operatios D 1AY0. "The 8o a1  ir Forae sntered a

peri od of t he aost t at i ng eadeaTOr i a an eff ort to • ard of f t hs st taoYs

of t hs Qerman Lui twarf e". Si r t een Bri t i sh aquadrons   s wers as ai gnsd
i

to f l y oont i nual pat r ol e f ro. f i v e o ' ol oak i n t he norni ng unt i l dusk • -

but, "to keep this np indefiaitely aad at fhll streagth proved to be

beyond t he oapabi l i t i e s or t he avai l abl e uni t s".

Thi e , i n gener al , i a a pi ot un of t he ai t ua t i on a s i t wa s pr i or

to the large-soale aonteet at Duzkirk , a contest bet.een two air forcee

who s e f i ght er uu i t e , at l ea s t , had a l r e ad
,y e nt e r ed t he f i e l d aga i n et

 
one another. There ia no doubt thst Cermaa air eapremsoy ha,d again

beooae qn eat i onabl e i n t he ar ea i s a edi at el y bor deri ng t he Chanas l - -

f or t he aeae s ef t y or bri ngi ng t he enci rcl   ent bat t l s i n t he nor t h to

aa end was t y i ng down a l arge per o  nt ag e of t he Ger a an ai r uni t s .

I t wa a t he ab s s a o e o f pr e of oe  t h e es uni t a al ong t he Cba ane l oo a s t

whi oh made i t i . po a ai bl e f o r t he Geurman I+u f t wat f e t o ma,i n t ai n oo  pl e t e

and aonstant air sapramaoy in that area.

g ev er t h e l e ae , r epea t e d a t t   ea pt s a e r e ma de t o mai n t ai n   pr e. a oy

f n ap• oi f i c ar e a s ov er a par t i ou l ar p er i od of t i me . On 24 Yay , f or

ez anpl e , al l t he av a i l ab l e f i ght er uni t s Rer e c ono ea tr at ed ov er Bou-

logne and Calais
7
.

7 - Accordiag to the War Diarf West (Kriegstagebuch  eat}, Ara y Qroup A,

entry da.
tsd 24 Ysy 1940.
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In .iew oY these circwnstanoes, it io inevitable that German tank   -

unita should have been attaaked auecessfully by enemy air unite
g
. Even

mor e e mbarr a s s i ng wa ® t he f a c t t ha t shor t  r be f or • Ge rman ai r un i t o had

irroneously attacked Guderfan's tank foroes. Incidents of thie type

can never be avoided eatirely when tanke and aircn ft are working together

in a geographical u ea ot wide eztent snd in s situation .hich is aot

entirely clear in all reapects. In most caeea, the fault lies with

both sidea.

  1 1 1 i n a l l , t he ai r si t u at i on - - a s i t a f f ea t e d t he Ger ma n p4na er

uni t s mo. i ng a l ong t h e Cha nne l c oa at t owar d e t he nor t h - - wa a be aomi ng

mor e and mor e c r i t i c al .

The a.ailable souraea provide practically ao information on the

a i r si tua t i on i n t he ar ea a s s i gn ed t o t hs Thi r d Ai r Fl e e t . I t c a n be

a s eumed t ha t t he co nst ant a t t ack s car r i e d out by t he   i r Fl e e t oa t he

Fr e nc h ai r f i e l da whi ch Ge,r ®au a er i a l re c onr  i s s an e e r ev e a l ed to be

•
o conpi e d co nt i nue d t o   eopar di z e t he oo ®ba t re adi ne es and f i g ht i ng

mor a l e of t he Fr e nah a i r uni t a and eo nt i nue d t o pu eh t h es e f o r a e a f ur -

ther to.ards the eouth .

IY . The Ov er a l l Si t ua t i on a t t h e Conc l u s i oa of Oper a t i on YFLLOW   Ge l b )

Dur i ng t he co ur s e of' appr oz i ma t e l y t wen t y day e t he i ndi v i dual ac-

tions eosprleing 9peratioa YELLD}iii (Gelb) had been carried out with

movie-like preoision. The battle of encirclement in northweptern Franee

and i n we et er n Bel g i um r epr e e ent ed bo t h t h e c l i na= and t he oonal u si on

of t he Oper a t i on .

8 - Guder i an , op . ci t . , pa g e 10 2 , ,
ha s t he f o l l owi ng t o Bay r eg ar di ng t he

a ot i on on 22 liay s "Bu t t he enem3r a i r f o r ce S wer e ez t r emel y ao t i v e ,

bombarding us aod firing at u® .ith their airborne armamente, while

our own air foraes were very little in  ridence."
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"'Phs battle of Flander. aad Artois ia over. It nill go

dom i n hi e tor3t as t he bi gg s st bat t l e of ext era i nat i on of

a11 t i   , „9

The par t pl ayed by t he Luf t  raf f e i n t h- s prepar at i on , aaoo. pl f s r

nent , aad aomal us i on of t hi s bat t l e was deci s i v e i n t er a a of t ha ,eaa-

oeaeful outaoae of the overall operation.

I n an,y r a r o spect i   e r ev i ei of t he oour re af eveat s , t he f o l l ot i ng

phas e s be aoae appareat , phase s d  i ng whi ch t he Luf t. af f e di d not . er el y

play a role  ithin the Yra.ework of overall Wehr.aoht operatioas, but
 

dur i ng whi ah i t acttu l l y f or aed a deoi af on i n f avor oY t he Gerr r .n

ar . i ss:

1} Tliaination of ths threat to the northern flank of the oTerall

operatioa -- by seane of the air laading operationria Holland;

ard east ern Bd gi no ;

2} Helping to f'orce ths Gar.an brsakthrongh at the aiddle eeator

  of the front at Sedan-Charleville -- by means of the oonoen-

t r at ed e. pl oyQent of avai l abl e Luf t raf f e uni t e ;

j ) 9gppor t of t he advanoe by t h e Ger a aa pan$er f or oe • t o t he

Channel - - by • eans of t he com. i t meo t of t }y. c l o s e- enppor t

f or o ea of t he Luf t . af f e ;

4 ) Cov er i ng t he a or t her n and s ou t her n f l anks of t he Ge r naa br s ak-

t hr ougb f cora s , i nol udi ng t he pr e v s a t i on - - by t he Irnf t wa  f e

a l oa e , wi th out ar y a s ei at aa ae f r om s ny ot her br aa oh of t he

iehraaeht  - of any neR enemy ground operations undertaks®

against tbe Germaa force responeible for the taia thru.t;

9 - Thi s i s t he f i r . t asnt eno• of t he "8 epor t by th s   ehr maaht Hi gh Coa-

aand oa tbe Conoluaioa of the B4ttle of Flaadors and Artois" (Bsrioht

ds e deut eahen Oberkommandos der Wehrmacht naoh 1lh. chl u s s der Y}  apf e
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Footnote 9 (oont)

i n Fl ande rn und Ar t o i e )
, 4 Jwae 19 44 , i s s ued by t he Fiihr er Head-

qusrtera (Karlsruhe Document Collection).

_

•
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5) Pr ev ent i oa - - ag a i n wi t hou t t h e a s s i e t anc e of ot her Wehr mac ht

branches -- ot'breakthrough attempte by enemy tank forces along

the encirclement front in the north and, i zwtntas. by virtue of

the foregoing, aiscultaneoue ooverage of the German paazer wedge;

6 ) Br i ng i ng ebou t t he f i nal dec i ai on i n t he bat t l e of    enai r a l eme nt

by d e s t r oy i ng t he f i ght i ng mor a l e of t 2 e enea y f or o e s and by

ef f e c t i v e l y e l i mi na t i ng t he s e f or ce a ;

7 ) The a ahi ev ement o f Qi r supe r i or i t y on t h e Y'i f t h day of op er a-

  tioae and air supremacy on the eleventh day ox" the offensive,

thu a making it possibte for the ground operations to proee®d

wi t hou t any f'ear o f ene my i nt e r f e r e ac e Yro  t he ai r ; aod

8 ) Suppr e e s i on of a l l en em  ope r a t i one a l or g t he s vu t he r n f ro nt ,

con aequently creation of the necessary prerequiaitea for the

accomplishmeat  bf Operatios RED (Hot).

The abo. e su,mmar i z e t he no s t i mpo r t ant mi e e i on s - - a nd at the s ame
 

thet i me euc e e s ge a - - o f t he gt r a t eg i c un i t a o f t he Ge rman Luf t waf f • i n

tactieal field.
This activity is augmented by tactie4l intervention

a c t i on • i n a numbe r o f cr i t i c a l s i t ua t i ona i n whi ch t he Lu f t  raf f e ,

either alone or ia operations resulting in decisive support of the

Ar m,y , ag ai n cr e at e d t h e pr er e qu f ai t e s f or t he suc c e s s f u l ou t oome of t h e

ground operations as a whole.

Th e oo  ami t ment of t he Luf t waf f e ant i a i r cr af t 4r t i l l e r y uni t e pl a, t-

ed a particularly important role in theas tactical intervention actions;

t h e pa r t p l ay s d by t he ant i 4i r cr af t ar t i l l er y f or ce e wi l l b e de al t wi t h

i n a l a t er ch apt er .
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,At iir.t glana• it aay appsar that ths preoeding overall evalua-

tion of the sitaation i. too oloasly allied wlth and oonnected to the

huf twa.f f e poi nt of . f ew. I t f a eubat 4nt i at ed, ha rever , by an eval na+-

tioa asde bl "highsr headquart rs". The Webraacht High Coaa and report

al r aady ci t edl  
oont a i ns t he f o l l owi ng r emar ks on t he Lnf t wari e :

"Ths first phase of thi• oaapaign ia over. Our ower.helming

snooe s s was   .de oes•i bl e b t he a npar al l al ed et'f s ot i TSre es of t heP 7

Lnf twa,f f e , f oar t hs oourag • aan t he s t r i ki ng po. er o  t he l rs  r, '
,

eat as th •rr• oould be Yull effecatira onl in the area8r e7   Y Y
•

e f s t he Yi r t d a t L  tr twaf f eoover ed by t h Lnf tr a e . Fr oa . sy o , he

had gnarsntesd air snpreaaay by destroying the eneay air foroes

. t d t he i r gzb und or gani $at i oa . In addi t i on t o thi s , t he Luf t -

r arre oar ri sd oat a s er i s s ot' uaf at sr r upt sd, bol d at t . oks i n

. hi ch t he deva . t 4t i ng ef f ec t i . ene se oi ' t be Ger man bombs , aoupl ed

wi t h t he ei  f e ot i ve oommi t aent o  t he Ger m. n ant i ai r cr   t ar t i l l ery ,

  aer 4 ed t o suppor t t he op erat i ona oY t 2 a Ar  y , bot h i ndi r s ct l y and

di r e ot l y . ?he L  twrarf e i deat i f i e d enemy i nt'ant ry iuad t ank as eea-

bl y maneuTer s as a pre l i mi nary at ep t o an eryeary aount erat t aok, and

pl   yed s d gal Yi o4nt r ol e i n di sr upt i ag t he®.   nd Ger man aer i al

reoonnaissanae, csrried ont under death-defying coniitionql, kspt

German ai l i t aryr l eader s oan st   t l   i n  ors ed of' t hs ai l i t ary s i t ua-

t i oa . The LuYt w4f f e i nf l i ot ed heavy l oe ee s on t he J1111ed n4. a1

foroes. Both
 
he deatructioa

l 0 - s . e Foot not e  to. 9 .
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1 . 32 
:  ,_.-

- E.'  $  

  l n I at eorl nde - ?h . Ot er ot i oa at Dunici rk

  H*twtea the tirrt tet ot the 6eacssn itfsnsi.e in the Xest, the

'br s rkt lsr ough ops n t 3aao asrr i e d ant . i t i i a th • t r as ework of Oper s t i   I   LLO  -

.
(i t1 }, aad the .eoobd  a t, ths parsait operation toward• tke .outh whtch

    ra. osrried ont nadr  the auspioer ot Operatios BBH ($ot), ailitary
.

.
.    hietas rhaa iseerted aa int arln e, the .o-called operatioa at  nhld rk. :

_   .  .. 
.

The atraage thing about this operation, whiah takea it. aan. frvs
 

t rt looatsd oa the Cbannel oosrt,. a , t s i r l   i as i grti f i oaact po

  l i w i s t be t aot t  at i t   ae t  r. l r   y . hi ah or i gi aat ed t he @eocwan s ot i os

;. ,ogai a . t ]loaki r k w d whi ah carr i ed i t oat np to a poi at   u. t bef ore i t s .

  goal - •   d t   . t he wi ot orJ - -  ras aohi eve d, but t he LnStwat t . - - aad

t he   tit t wat t •   ,oa . - - whi ah wa. t o c l ai   cr edi t   'or t he . noaera ot t he

nnd. oct .a
ki ti g or , i a t he l aat snal l . i . , t o aoaept t he bl ave t or i t e f ai l -

ur e . 'i'  i r i a t  +e t raged  oY "Dnnlcf rk"• 

  Onoe t he At   y   ad f d .l e d, t he Lnf t  rat f e waa Yaoed - - at Doaki sk - -

s i t h a probL a wh i ah ws r nni qve and , i a Yaat ;: al . or't t s t et nl i s i t .

i npl i oat i oa . . Ln operat i on   i i oh hs d baea i ni t 3,  t ed by t l e   s q and

,   abandos . d pz i fl s t o i t p oonpl et i os

3 +C=1 x - •
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should he eliminated from action -- either by their capitulatioa or by

t hei r des t r ua t i on . T  s , v i e  ad f rom t he vant age poi nt of t h e ov eacal l

opearation, an epieods to aronn the euccesses already achie'.d.

The r ap
l

pre s ent s a pi ature oY e trat eg i o davel opment e dm i ng t he

 ,
last da e of Yay I940 in the operational area of nortbern Franoe awd

Bl ande rs . I t i ndi cat s e t h e i nar easi ng nar rowne s s of t he enci r cl ea ent

t r ap i n whi ch t h e Al l i ed t r oops wer e caoaght , m area whi ah was growi ng

s oal l er day by day ae t he Ger man at t aoks f rom s l l ei de s oonf f nued nnaba-

t ed . I t al eo shows - - and t hi s i e of baei c i mport ance f or t he aaoount

•
t o f o l l ow - - t he ns r r ow et r i p of ao a s t b e t we en Dunlci rk and La Panne ,

the eaene of  llied and German operations during the aation at Dnnkirk.

  i t hi n t he f r amewor k i ndi c a t ed ab ove , t he ove r al ]. s i t u at i on of   h •

.
(i erman 9r qy dur i ng t he l aet day s of Yay 1940 , i neof ar as i t can bs r e-

aonstruated on the basis of retroaatiTe observatioa, was a.ppro=laatelT

as f o l l owe s

Oper at i on YELLOi tG. l b ) had beea  aor e or l e as bronght t o an end . 

The pr er eqa i si t e s f or t he adv anae t o t he south i nt o t he hear t of Fr anoe

had been created -- the aeoessary prepu ations for Operatioa B D (Rot)

had bsen aads . Al l t ha t r emai ned t o be dons i a t he ar ea nor t h of t  s

9o  e wa s t o de at x oy os oapt ur e t he Al l i sd an i s s opeorat i ng t her e .

g t3er man de f en si v e l i ne had b e en e s t abl i s hed al orag t h e Somra and i n

bridgehead positions eouth of the river ; althou8h it was fairlT shallow ,

1   3ee lppsndiz 63•
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i t wae wel l ent r ench ed and f ul l y capabl e of guar ant e ei ng t he pr er equi si t e s

for the euccessful outcome of Operation 8ED (Rot).

To aumiaar i z e t h e ground s i tu a t i on , dur i ng t he end o f Dday and t he be-

g i nn i ng of June , t h e l rmay wa e en 3oy i ng a pau ae i n ope r a t i on s .

The   o i n t oper a t i on a of t he Ar tqy Groupe A and B dur i ng t he enc i r -

c l emen t and ez t ermi n at i on b at t l e of Fl and er e an d Ar t oi s had i nev i t ab l y

l ed t o a c e r t a i n amount o f org   i z a t i onal oo nf u ai on arn ong t he gr ound

troops, which had attacked from the northeaat, east, south, and aouthwest,

and i t r  a s c l car t l  t t h es e t r oops woul d hav e to be s epar a t ed and r eor - 
2

ganized. Thia wae all the more imperative in view of the t'act that

the ground troope had to be redeployed in any caae in preparation for

the coming drive to the south . Ae soon aa it became apparent that the

oper a t i on s i n t he nor t h wer e l eadi ng t o v i c t ory , Ber man Ar rqy commQnder s

b eg an t o co nc e nt r s.t e on t he s ou t h , t he i r n ew _m
i s s i on . And a e s oon a e t he

ai t ua t i on per mi t t ed , t hey b eg  .n r e gr oupi ng t he i r f o r ce s f o r co mni t me nt

` i n t he sout h .

Si ne e 10   [gy , t h e Luf'twa f f e had b een co mmi t t ed wi th ou t i n t er rupt i on

i n auppor t of t he ope r at i on a o f t he Ar m3r. At t h e end o f Oper a t i on YELLOW

  Gel b ) Luf tti a f f e un i t e wer e st i bb be i ng empl oy e d a l ong t he ent i r s l eng t h

o f t he f r ont , f r om t h e Cha nnel t o t he S. i Ba bor der . I t s po i nt e f mai n

effort lay in the support of the Army in the northweet operational area --

t irat, to break the last remaining will to resist ot' the enen y armies

enc i r e l ed a t Fl ander e arxi Ar t o i s , and aa cond t o support and r e l i ev e t he

hard-pressed

2 - See the map in Appendiz 63. .
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Ger man def ensi   e f r os t t o t he aout h . The of f easi ve ai r uni t s had bsen

es pl oyed wi t hout r e epi t e . The r egr mupi ng of f oroe a f oar Oper at i on 8ED

(8ot) still had to be accoaplished. There was no lull ia operatione as

f 4r as t he Luf trraYYe was con oerns d.

I a t be n i dst of t hi s s i t u a t i on , i a wh i ch t he ma  or i t y of t hs   r my

forcas were ao longer fighting, but either being deployed or -- at best --

det e nd i ng al r e ady e a t abl i sh ed g ai n s , t he Luf t wa f f e wa s s uddenl y f ao ed

with a new probles, whieh it •as ezpeoted to solTe without outeid• aasis-

tano• -- the deatruation of the Britiah Ezpeditionary Corps by preventing

- t he Channel t o the Br i t i s h I el e s .its svaauatioa soross

While the operation at Dunkirk was •iewed by Germsn W ehrmacht lead-

ers as aa interlude betReen the two main aats of the drama (the offensive

t o. ar d s t he we st and t he o f f end v e t owar da t Y e aou th ) , Br i t i ah g ov er a me nt

and military leaders regarded it as a deaisively important main aet.

German leaders remaiaed eoapletely wnaware of this attitud• oa the part

• o f t he Br i t i ah .

The Br i t i ah s i l i t a.ry l e ader e wer e de t e rmi ne d t o u t i l i s s evs =y me an•

at their diaposal to rescue the living military potential of the Ssped-

itionary Corpa frov the oatastrophe t4king plaee on the Contineat, and

were prepared to abandon weapons and equipment if it ahould provs to

be a e c e e sa rsr. The i r pl an i s o l ear l y i nd i aa t i v e of t h e i r f ar - oi gh t edne s s ;

m4tsrie  oan be replaced, but troops, i.e. living military potential,

are irreplaoeable.

Thus the leaders of the  two sides were proceeding rros cospletely

di f 'f er ent pr emi a e s .
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I . The Baokgr vnad of t h. S. pl o ne snt ot' the Luf t waYf • agai n st Ot s r at i oa

D_

The "Dankirk Interlud.", whiah has besn the aub eot of a grsat deal of

disous eioa ia the .ilitary literature of the poatwar period bat whioh ha.

aot yet bean ascorded a definiti.. treatmant, toolc ite naae orfginally

tros ths faat that th+e harbor or puakirr provided ths 0o.ne fos the aa os

pu t - - bnt qt i l l oal y a par t - - of an oper at i on *hi oh i a t  qne i a t he

anaal • of a i l i t ary hi ot ory . Thi e i s an ope r at i on aharaot . r i aed by   oi at

oper at i ona by t he Bz i t i s}i l avy ,   i r   'or ae , and   , baoed on aare f  l
 

" • G t c t w • t  "Fehrnaaht planniag (to u. a er rsn sahni al erm), hil on hs eraan

ei de t he Iruf t ,rat'f e al oa • wae as s i gns d to oope wi th Opearat i on DTlfl l[0 . For

the aes aa side, the Opa atioa rspresented aa instano• ot olaesioal .tra-

t .   i a ai r   ar f ar e.

The detailsd, loaal de relopm  ts which led to the enployment or the

Lnf twaf   e i a t hi a i ns t aac • oan be t akea Yor grant ad a. f a . i l f ar t o our

. r t ader s - - t be ad. anoe of t he Qsr a . n pans er uni t s f r oa t he south and

•outhweat aed along the ooast toRards Doakirk ; their enddsn amd unsspeoted

hal t ehor t l y bef or e r eaahi ng t hs i r goal , a  i t bre f aot t hat . oa • of th e 

wer e rr  ,t hd,r awn ; t he he ai t at l on appar ent i n pur snf ng . hat • ee  d t o be

a hi ghl y snoae aaYnl adi aao• bT t he Gsr mqa axmi e s ; aod f i nal l y t he evi -

dently tentatiTe resuaption of liaitsd ground operationa. Sot ..en thoss

Gsrvaa Arq r c i r ol • • aonderned wi t h t kre e ral uat i on of mi l i t a,r y hi s t ory ,

 rho hav • been t s y  g ewer si nae t hs end ot t he war
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c
t o  il sr i f y t he pi ot ur s , hav e be en t  abl s to auswer t he qus s t i ons ari s i ng

fan oonnec t f on wi t h t he se f ac t or s , t o pr e s snt a cl e vr eval uat f on of t h.

aotiv4tions behini thsa, or to sseign the respoasibllity fo  thsa.

dnd as f ar as our po  esent t heae i s oonaerned, a def i hi t i rre eral us -

tion •- aesgaing ths,t suoh is posaibl• -- is, in any oase, quite irrele-

vant.

A  f ar as t he Luf t waf Fe i s oonoer ne d, t lye aai a que s t i oa   s the f ol -

l owi ag :

1} How di d i t happea t h4t t he Lnf twaf f e ol ooe was as si   ed t o pr r
,

v . n t Oper at i oa D1C  Y0 , i . e . t o de . t r oy t he Br i t i eh Szpedi t i onar  r

Cor ps bef or e i t ooul d b s evaous t ed aor os o t lu Cb4nnsl t o Bngl  md?

2) WhT di d t ] e Luf t waf f e f a i l t o ooapl e t • t he abovs ai s s i os sn+aoeor

f nl l J ' 

!he •eooad questioa, 4bovs, antiaipatss the outooas of the overall

operstioa. llthongh in June 1940, aod erea later, the reaalts vf the

_ Geraan oouateraeas  ces against Op.ocatioa DTBdYO wer• rated -- aad, i,a

f aot , ov . rrat ed - - ae a snoaes a aad a . i ot or? f or t he Gera. n Luf t raf f e ,

t hi . aan b. uader s t ood f m a t he poi at of v i ew of ai l i t ar y pr opags nda and

f r o. the f aot t hat at t hat t i ae t hsr e waa no def i ai t i ve i af oa mat i on avs i l -

abl• regarding th. aoope o? the British undsrtaking, the degree to whiah

i t aotnal l y st  aaeeded, sad t hs  d gn i f i aanos vf t hi e snoae a f roa t he poi nt

of • f ew of t he f ut nr e Qoaduot of t he war by ar eat Br i t ai n .
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The answer to the first question, on the other h4nd, depends upon

f a c t or s a.nd mo t i ve s . hi ch can no l ong er be ev al ua t ed a c cur a t e l y , s i nc e

the pereona responsible, the Commander in Chief of the  ir Fleet and

hi s Chi e f oi   t he Gen er al St a f f , az e no l ong er av c i l ob l e f or que s t i on i ng .

Nevcrthelesa, we do have some rccords on hand .hich are cap4ble

of ahediag aome light on the true background involved.

The mo s t i mpor t an t of t he s e i s t he st at ement oY' t h e f or mer I a t e l l i -

g e nc e Of f i c er o f t he Luf t wa f f e Op er a t i o  St af f , a at at emen t whi ch - - i t

must be remembered -- w4s completed from memory some fourteen ye rs
 

't the event to which it refers. Ita teat ie ae follows:
3

af er e

"I happened to be present when Goering, via normal communi-

cat i on s channe l e , l ear ned t ha t t he Ger ms  n t o,nks , appr oa ch i ng f ro m

both the weat and the eset, had rea+ched the outekirte  f' Dunkirk.

Upon receipt of this newe, he decided immedia,tely
to have the

Luf t wa f f c a tla ck t he Br i t i sh Ez pedi t i onar y Cor pe f r om th e ai r .

  Shor t l y t he r eaf t er , I a l so h,e ar d a t e l ephone co nv er a4t i on

bet ween Go e r i ng and Hi t l er . Dur i ng t he cour s e of t he co nve r aa-

t i on , Go er i ng de acr i bed t he ei t ua t i on a t Dunki rk t o 13i t l e r i n

such a way t h4t t h e a s s i g nment oi t he Luf t wa f'f e t o de s t r oy t ho s e

elemente of thc British  zpeditionsiry Corps caught a.t
Dunkirk aeemed

no less than imperative . Goering described such an assignment as

t he i'or emo e t s pe c i 4 l t y o f' t he Lu f twa t'f e , and po i nt ed out

3 - Written st4tement by Generalleutns.nt a.D. Jo9ei'Schmid, dated 18

Juae 1954; Generalleutna ht Schmid Ras Intelligence Officer oa the

Luftwaffe Operations Staff during 194G•
(Karlsruhe Documant Collea-

tion .
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that  he battle-weary advance elemente of the German lrm,y would

presumabl  not be aapabl  of preveating the esaape of the British

troops. In additlon he requested that the German tanka which had

pushed foreard to the outskirts oi Dunkirk be withdrawn a few miles,

eo th4t th e LuYt.afYe might have a Yree hsnd over  hs area oY ope-

rations.

Without stopping to think any lon er thaa the Commander in

Chi e f , Lu f t waY f e , Hi t l e r i ® edi at e l y 4gr e ed t o Go er i ng ' e pr opos a l .

1 b i t l a t e r , I al s o wi t ne e e ed a t e l ephone co av er s a t i on be t we en
•

Gener al der Fl i e g er J e s ahonnek , Chi eY of tbe Luf twaf f e Gener al St ar Y,

and Gene r a l J odl , Comman der i n Chi e f oY t he Wehr n a cht , i n whi ch t he

t wo di s ou s s ed and agr eed upon t h e .ri t hdr Qwal ot t he   ra y s l e men t s

s nd t he t i a i ng o Y t he Lu f t waf f s a t t s  c k .

Go   i ng s r d h i s Gen er al St a f f Chi e f . e r e f i r ml y oo nv i n ced t ba t

the Luftwaifs would suaaeed in destroying the British Ezpeditionary

r Cor ps i n t he Dunki rk ar ea and i n pr ev ent i ng i t s ev a au at i oa t o t h •

Br i t i ah I sl e s . A

OY equal importsnae is the statement oY the former Chief of the

Gener al St a f f o r t he QI I I Ai r Cor ps . Th i a st a t em  t , t oo , unf or t unat e-

ly, was not prepared until fourteen yeara after the eventa in question.

The general teat of the Btatement is as follawe:
4

4 - Statement by Geaeral der Flieger 4.D. Hane Seidemann, dsted 4 Dec-

embsr 1954; garleruhs Dooument Collectioa.
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"Af t er t h e adve.nee t ank f or ce h4d r eaehed Dunki r k on 26 l  ry

194o s nd - - ba eed on my per aonal la  owl edge - - h.a
d ev en b e en . i t h-

dr awn s oa ewh4 t i 'r om t hi s po s i t i oa ( a t t he or der o f t he Wehr mac ht

High Commend), Genera.
l von Kleist and hia General Staff Chief,

General Zeitaler, appealed to the Army High Command ia 4n e.ttempt

t o hav e t he wi th dr awa l or der c anc e l l . d ; f or i t ae emed r i di cul ou Q

not to mova ahead and dislodge the BritiBh torcee dug in in the

Semmel Mouataine  uet outaide of Dunkirk and aeize the harbor of

Dunkirk.
•

General •on 8ichthofen did eve thi in hia ower to au ort  n8 P PP

the efforte of General voa 8leiet, and even put through a telephone

oa l l t o hi e f r i end, Geneor4 l obe r s t 8 e ac hon.nek , Ge ner al St af f Chi e f

of t he Lu f twa f f e . He want ed t o m4k e sur e , v i a J e achonnek s nd

Go er i ag , t hat t h e Fiihr er wa e awar e of' t he un i qu e oppor t uni t y of

the German forcee to destroy the British. But Jeachonnek,   ong

  o#h er t h i ng e , i af aacmed hi m t ha t ' t he  'iihr e r want s t o s par e t he

Br i t i ah an s mbar r a s e i ng de f e at ' . I utl s e l f he ar d t h e s e wor ds ov er

t he t s l ephone .

Thu o General von Biohthofe u failed ia his attempt to h4ve

t he ooup de nai n ag s i n e t Dunki r k r e   e d . - - -

 iot until 27 Yay 1940, when it wae alear that British shipa

*e e aachored in the wa,tera off Dunkirk , did ths CommAnder in Chief

of t he Luf twa i'f e or der s i r at t a ck e on t he t r oop ev acua t i oa a c t i oa

-- now recogaised as such -- taking pl4ce at Dunkirk .
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Footnote 5 (oont)

he had hoped t o br i ng t he Br i t i sh 'to th s poi nt  rher e t hej woul d be

.illing to sue for pe•ce by letting them eocape at Dunkirk".
2) I n h i 4 book "Br i an er nng en e i ne a Sol dat en" (]  s moi r a of • So l -

di e r )
, pag e o 107 and 10 8 , Gener al ober  at Gud ar i on h• a t t . f o l l owi ng

to say : "In his •evoire o  the Seovnd World W•r (page 100 ff, Yol-

vse II of the Germw edition, J.P. Toth-Yerlag), Win.ton Churahill

szpresse; the opinioa th•t, in atopping the tanks ontsfde of Dua-

ki rk , fl f t l e r . • n t ed e i th er t o g i . e t he Hr i t i s h • b e t t er ah anoe f or

pea oe neg ot i a t i on . or t o i n cr e a ee German,y
' s oh  n e e o f or a f ar or ab l •

pe•cs eith Englaud. I did aot find thia statement 0ubstanti•ted,

either •t that ti.4e or aubaeqwently . ..... It is quite ale•r, oa

t h. o t h er ha nd , t } • t Hi t l e r , and e s pe ai al l y Go er i ng , eoa s i dt r ed

German air Quperiority suffioisnt to preYent the ev oustion of

  t h e Br i t i sh t roops acros r the Chana el ".
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Aa regarda the militaz y motivation for the eaclusive 4eeignment of

the Luftwaffe, there is no doubt that Schmid's atatement ie more accu-

r..
te and th

 
ifa definitive. The author ia also in agreement with General

Sahmid'a statement, for it ie subatantiated and emphasfzed by the words

of the former Commander in Chief of the Seaond Air Fleet, .ho reporta

a r emar k made ov er t h e t e l eph on e by t he Lu f t wa f f e Gene r a l S t a f f Ch i ef ,

Hans Jepchonnek, to the effect that "Goering -- for incomprehenaible

reasons, preaumsbly based on arrogance -- has propoaed to the Fuhrer

t h a t t h e Lu f t wa f f e be p er iai t t ed t o t ak e ov er t h e t a ek of d e s t r oy i ng t he
•

BritiBh Ez editionar Corps".
6

P 3'

6 - Kesselring, op. cit., page  8.

•
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ifi t h a f a i r d e gr e e of c e r t a i n t y , t h en , on e a s n a e auma t hp,t i t wa a

Qoering who talked Hitler into authorizing "a gigantie LuYtw ffe Vic-

tory" (to put ft in Goering's  argon). The fact th4t Hitlsr succumbed

t o Go er i n g ' s per aua e i v ene e a c a n ha r d l y b e i n t e r p r e t ed a s pr oof of a

"policy of lenienay" towards the Britiah , for it ie olear that he vuat

h av s e=p e c t ed t h e commi t men t o f t h e Lu f t lra t 'f e t o r e sru l t i n cv mp l e t e  

destruction of the Britieh Ezpeditionary Corpa -- an "eabarraseing de-

f ea t " i n t h e ey e e of t h e   r i t i aih i n t he t r ne s t s enQe of t he wor d .

Th a t h e gav e Go er i ng h i a   s y . a e pr e eu mab l y du e t o t h e f ae t t h a t
•

he conaidered the Dunkirk operation to be no more than the mopping up

of a l i   ai t ed ep i aod e t a ld ng p l a c e f a r b ehi nd t h e a c t u a l op er a t i on a l

front and that he wanted to gain time for the redeployment of the

Army units for Operation 8ED (8ot).

Thie vieR (thoroughly  u stified, in the opinion ot the author),

n a u e l y t h a t i t v a a Go er i n g vh o i n s f ot ed i n t he ez c l u s i v e emp l oy aen t

•
of t he Lu f t wa Yf e a t Dunk i r k , a 1 8o ee rve s t o sub s t an t i a t e t h e t h eor y

put for ard by Tippelskirch: "It fa probable that Goering wanted very

mu ch t o h av e hi a Lu f t . a t 'f e r e s p on s i b l e fo r t h e de s t r uc t i on o f t h e

Br i t i sh and t h a t he nade a nu mb err of pm mi a e o t o Hi t l e r i n t h i s c on-

neation"
7
.

7 - von Tippelskirch, "Gesehichte dea z.eitea Weltkrieges" (History of

t h e Se con d Wor l d War )
, pa g e 8 1 .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

   
335

The hi gher- 1evel Luf twaf f e oommandar e , t o be sur e , wer e of an en-

t i r el y di f f er ent opi ni on than t hei r Commander i n Chi ef .

To b qgin  rith, the Commanding General of the YIII Air Corps, General-

.  a or von flichthof.n, who oould really not be aoaused of hanging baok aa

r egar de t he empl oyoent of hi o nni t a , auppor t ed t h e appe al of t he   r   y

t hat t he Banzer Gr oup vo n gl ei s t ahoul d be permi t t ed t o t ake the oi t y

of Dunkirk in a ooup de vain
8
.

Yoreo.er, in a diary entry dated 29  [ay, he eharaaterised the •itu-

at i on and t he order s t o t he Luf t waf f e br i ef l y and suoc i not l y i a t he
•

w rds : "The Commander i n Chi e f oY ths Luf t waf f e has l et t he ollo.iag o

aituation at Dunkirk get on his nerves"
9
.

pn j 1 Ya,y , t hu a i n t he v ery mi dat of t he Luf t waf f e oper at i on

ag ai ns t t h e Br i t i eh i n and ar aniad Du,nk i rk , Gene r al v on Ri oh t hof en made

t h e f o l l owi ng o ammant i a hi s di ary :

"On t h e who 1e , t he oi t uat i on i s uns at i s f a ot or y . Be oau s e

- of the long distanoes in ol.ed, it is i.poeeible for the YIII

!

1 1r Cor ps t o da re l op an e f f e ot i v e po i n t o f aai n e t'f or t . I n add i -

t i on , i t i o   ,,y
i mpr e ss i on t h at t h e ei t ua t i on eou l d be at be ol ar i -

fied by the energetio iatervention of the drm r at Duakirk, and

that in this ws,y we oould oapture the most British troops.  s it

i o , we ar e a c coQpl i s hi ng not h i ng a l ong t he Cha.nne l co as t ; we ar e

ainply wasting tive whioh oould be better utilized in preparing

for the ne. offensive",
10

6 - 8 epor t by Gene r al Se i demann ; s e e Foot no t e 4 , t hi s oh apt er •

9 - Yon Hiahthofen Diary, entry dated 29 Yay 1940.

10 - Yon 8 l ah t hof en Di a r y , ea t ry dat ed 31 Ms ,y
1940 .
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Li ke  i s e  t h e Comma nder i n Chi ef of th e Second Ai r Fl eet , t he man who ha8

b een gi v en t he hi ghe s t r e apon si b3 11t y f or t h e c ommi t ment o f Luf t wa f f e  ì
 i
  

f or ce s i n Fl a nder s a.nd al ong th e Chs nne l co a s t , af t er r ev i ewi ng t he mo -   

II
men t ar y we akne s s a nd s he e r exhau s t i on o f hi s f or ce a , a l s o dar ed t o eapr e BS

I

h i s i n t en s e l y - f e l t oppo si t i on t o Go er i ng ' s p l ans . At t ha t t i me , i n f a ct ,

he de s c r i bed t he mi s s i on a s s i gne d t o h i s un i t s --- t he de s t r uct i on of t he

 
I

Br i t i s h Ez pedi t i oaary Cor pa a t Dunki r k - - a s "i ncap abl e o f f nl f f l i me nt . n
l l

Neverthelesa -- Goering's plan had beaome an order. The Luftwaffe

t ehin rument in the battle of Dunkirk, i.e. inhad beaome t he so l e st

 
s t r ug gl e t o pr e v ent t he su c ce s s f u l ac compl i s hment of the Br i t i s h Oper at i on '

DYNAMO, whoa e name and ai g ni f i c an ce , t o b e s ur e , wer e at i l l vnknown t o

German leaders at that time.

The do c ume nt a s o f ar avai Ia b l e t o t he h3s t or i an do no t per mi t a de -

f i ni t i v e s t at eme nt a s t o t he e x ac t t i me of Hi t l er ' s dec 3 ai on and Goer i ng ' s

consequent order.

Gu der i a n ' s r epor t gi v e s u s a hi nt - - ac c ordi ng t o h i m, i t wae 25  [ay ,

' I2
„ w r e c8 i v ed .Rhen Ii i t l e r ' s "f a t e f u l or der t o hal t t he t a nk adv anc e s.s

11 - Ke s s e l r i ng , v p . ci t . , pa$e 7 8 •

12 - Guderian, op. cit., pagee 104 and 105: "The fateful order to halt

t he t ank a dv anc e . On t h i s dat e ( i . e . 25 May - - au t hor }
, t he Ger man

Supreme Cammand intervened in operatione in a rray which Rae to have

a detrimental influence on the oourse of the entire war. Hitler

or de red t he l e f t  ri ng t o st op at t he Aa ; he f o rbade i t t o cr o s s

the river. His order contained the wordai 'Dunkirk is to be left

t o t h e Luf t waf f e ' . ' I f t he ca pt ur e of Cal a i s pr ov e s mor e di f f i cu l t

t han ant i e i pa t ed , t ha t , t o o , i s t o b e l e f t t o t he Luf t wa f f e ' . The

abov e c ont ent of Hi t l er ' a o rder i a ba s ed on t he memor y of t he au t hor • "

Sa much for Guderie.n.
.
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33?

Th e War Df ary of t he   r my G  up A, whi ch we po s s e a s a l ao et i n i t e

en t i r e t y ( but wi t hou t t he app endi c e s )
, oo n t ai n a a r ef er enc e t o a v i s i t

by Hi t l e r t o t he Arm r Gr oup headqu ar t er s on 24 Iday . I n conn ec t i oa wi t h

t hi s v i s i t , t h e f o l l oxi ng s ent enc e s eema t o ba oi   par t i   zl a.r i mpor t an c e

since it embodiea the earlieat reference we have to torthcoming devel-

opmen t s s

"He (i.e. Hitler) laid particular ®tress on thie view (aamely

that the advance troops should be brought to a halt at the line

already achieved -- author) by po ntiag out that it was neeeasa.ry 

t o s par e t he t ank f o r c e o f or t he co mi ng operat i ono , and t ha t any

f u  th er t i Qht ea i ng o t" t he enc i r c l eman t c r e a wou l d r e   l t i n 4

hi ghl  r unde s i r abl e r e s t r i c t i on ot   t he a ct i v i t y of t he Luf t raf f e . "
1 3

Thi e i a t he on l y r e f er en c e of   any si gn i f i c an c e t o Dunki rk t o be

found in the War Diary of the l rmy Group  . The entries for the fol-

l owi ng ds,y g co nt a,i n v ar i ou a r ef er ezLCe s t o t h e a f t ua t i on at Dunki r l  ;

•
bu t qu i t e obv i ou e l y i t had not be en made c l e tr

13 - Underlining provided by the author.
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- t Lat Dmat i sh  rar tv be t he pri Tat e pr eosr . e ot tha Lnf t   af f e - - i   ' t hi s

- • _. . .  ad been the oa . e , i t Toul d oar el y han be   ment i os od at ro . e poia  t or

ofi bt r
l  

 .
 

. _ _
  34 - .  h̀e   s r Di arf of t hr   q G   v p 1 ooat s i m• t he t o l l v. i ng eat s i e . .. . , per t a i s i ag t o t } r d t aat i oa at Dant i rk e

. -
l

  •.
2  : On 2  llay t be FEihr er di r eat i   e wa. r ep. at ed onae i oa e b 

. t el ep  s e - • et 2Le l i ne e.l oag t he Cbanne l i a• not t o be os orai d, t h.
. t aak uai t .  rer e to be sp ar . d, aad e. e a Cal ai s and Bou].ogns t er e t o

,
  be at t aaked on1T i f t hf r oouYd be s ooot pl i ri ed iri t hon ! orr i ont l o re er

tv tbe paarer loroer". '    
 

„
]  '  lr e ent r  t os   b   oont s i » r t he aot at i oo t h rt ". • . t h• ae  

"
 

t aal end i  a t hs l  r a ' . Ti nd p. ra'l i r3oa f os t heda i bes a i onr ! 1 l . t 8i

Pans er t  o tp   +os A e €at t o oout i nwe i t . . d. aaos t a r urdr t l  eas t . .
'   7  ski rk i ,t . el t , hor e  er , i s not t o bs at t aoked oaa t   i   t , b  tt i s

,
    ai mpl   to be bds bar  ed b r   i l l er r". . ;
. , 

.  .2_ = : '! } s . eLt s  f os 27 r ay ooat ai nr t h. f o i l o ri   r w r ke : '  . i

en rq t t oolly a'ee bos s'di ni r'tti pr at Daat i .r
k aad at t h• harbo r . of

. ,B],ae deo  rr'  affi "D  i rk . ae s t t a e]ced b  a f or os vf 300 ads ar  f t a    ,,
,

.      rnb  e ot e d t o 150-m. osae oa f iur. b  th. Panrer Cs anp .  oa =l ei at ".  
 

-   1 Y  t Om .
36! Y. ,,T  nn oi  . arr i 'roa t be   yr hi glYCoa  n ! . . r . r er  _ '

h

- aei . ed   '1t l . phe rt   "i'he T  hr. aobt Bi gh Coa. a  . he e ebT vs aael r .  . 

 ,, . t b. pse  i 3,ea s ot der a t o t he . f f eot t hat Danki rY   a . aot t i  'be at -
,

  ' R   .
t aoksd. "

 
_   s   e ent   Yo r 31:   o©nt ai nr t he f o l l oa n  r w ask : eTbeI

',
'

. . - . , i hi oh t  s oo®s s s dr en11 a Aas z'o'w'   r i p al osg .8 a  ci s 1̀c ar ea, v . ene  lr

  ' t he oow t ,   .. as ri   ted t o   lr Co. . and He  dqn. r t . r r, Bd,gl t eent h dra  ".   :   

      i roit Lor   .   ot . : '  bon. t he aps rat i onr at B  t i si  weare rri,t bdr a  f r os • 
.

      t hs r e rpoari bi l i   of t he .1r  ar ou p x - -   he  s o
  l ooga pon eas ed . or e t haa  r. re aoad  o i at eara t ! j  i 

,
  1

,  
,  

_
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,

attespting to oreate confusion in the enemy'a supply and troop •saembly

- depot s f ar beyond t he ac tual ooabat l i ae .

In eonnection with these operations, it is quite clear that Dunkirk, i
.

by virtue of its geographio situatloa and its importanoe as a oom.uaica 

tions and traffic center, was bound to play a role -- even in the early

.tages of operationo -- and that this role ehould baaome .ora and nore
 

ti n ro essed.t t as t he aa oi v por an P 8='

In the absenes ot any other docu oents,  ur sccount oi ths attsaks

on Dunki rk mu st be ba aed on t he r epor t o o f t he   fehr mac ht Hi g  Coma snd .
•

The f ol l owi ng summar y of t he s e r epor t s c l e ar l y r av e al s t he s t eadi l y

gr owi ng i a t ens i t y of t he Luf twaf f e a t t a d   s :

16 Y s "dn enes  r de s t r oy er wa e sunk i n t he hss bor of Dunki rk . "

I n addi t i on a numb er of ene my v e s s e l s anchor ed f
,Q,,,_

fD r  - ,  ,

kirk suffered serious damage as a result of direet hits
l7
.

  c "The port i ns t al l at i ons at Ditnki rk . . . • • wer e agai n sue-

• oe s s f ul l y bombarded by t he Qer man Luf twaf f e , Nl B

22 : "The por t f ae i l i t i e s at Dunki rk (and Dover ) wer e bombar ded

wi th gr eat ef f ect i . e ne s s by t he Ger ms.n L  f t waf f e . "19

  : "Jll ong t he Fre neh and Bsl gi an Channel ooas t s , t he Luf twaf f •

has onae more earried out a highly erfectiTe attaek on the

port faailities oi ..... s nd   rk •"
20

17 -  fehrmacht High Command, Heport datsd 17 l[ay.
) Notes All under-

18 - Wehraacht High Command, 8eport dated 22 l[ay.
) lining protided by

19 - Wehrmac ht Hi gh Coma and , Bepor t d. t s d 23 1[.  Y. ) t he t u th or .

20 - Wehr mac ht Hi gh Co® and , $ s por t da t ed 26 1lay .
)
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aobi eved aot abl e . aoe e e . i n ai nt i ng . ne  . ar . hi po and   er aheal  t eerel e .
..

.' I t 3e t rw t hat t he b. d  rs at her ps ri od around 22 ani 23 liq dt a --  

  ch t o  re . t r i Qt t he aot i r i t f ot t he   if   raf i e nni t • oa t he ee d. y r, bat   ._ 

,©a ths.o
thsr hsnd Ber.aa ieader. oaa hardl* be blaaed for failiag to

  I

r sa l i s • t hat t he Ba  t i a  t Operat i on DT fj l[0 s i.ght be s i ded . at er i a l l f b1 :

,•  Reat hes oondi t f ono of t hi e eor t .

'1'hae "Doa]ti elc" h a d f i guaced i a t he of f enai v e pl anni ng o    he Lnf t - I
 .

t at f̀ . at a r el at  .vel 1 eas 1.T
dat e .    ̀r  eo , i n t he bsgi nni n  , i t had

rsaaised a eeoondat  theater .o
f operation., one of tbe w   tar8ets

    
 
. hi oh was at t aalcad Yep  at adl T f or s t rat e,gi o r eaeoa . , bat a l vaTs r l t h

a relativel  .rall foroi ( .na ll  ia 8roap-s rength
)
. Hv., endd.nl ,

-
.  uald   t b. d bs oot e a   ar t   aet - - at l . aot f ar a f er da rs . s he

dnr at i oa . oP i t . pea  i od o  ' i   por t anoe * ae ds t e nri ned l e o• bT the eaer  /

t l  a lr  t h e et   t egi a pl aani ag of t he 8sre aa Lra  ; i a ot hes t os de , 1t

  r epr . . eat   t hs  i nt erl n,de be tt e en 4per at i oa   SLLO  (Q. i b ) and -Opeir at i oh
 ;
 
 =  

.  (  t)' • :  
- , .  l n+i,   hi l e t he l s q t ook t i . e t o r egronp f or t he ae r of f aa eiTe - - ,

   
_

' 
,
. and t o r s oot e  i t a   r ongt h , t be Luf tv af l e was b ei ng  e+apl o  ed s l ihoa  t

, ' . ` -l-   -
  s . epi t • i u a s i . ai   i lt,i ©h i ae beyond i t o aapab111t i e e , • ai s ai on ehi ah  

 ,, i
I

    l t oaul d aot pv,oei bl  r   al i i l l . . I

  . .. ,.

_ .,

THIS PA  E DE  LASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

  
341

2  : "The Luf twA2'f e onc e a.g ai n c ar r i e d ou t a t t a ck s on t he har bor o

still in enemy hande along the French sind Belgian Channel

coasts in order to prevent the British from evacua.ting

the troop units trapped there across the Cha,nne
l to the

Br i t i sh I s l e $ . Th e por t f a c i l i t i e s Qt Dunki rk went up i n

flames."
21

Thi s l a.at r e por t by t he Wehr ma cht Hi gh Conaman d , dat cd 27 May 1940 , pr o -

vi d e a t he t r anoi t i on t o t he Br i t i sh Ope r at i on DYNABrIO, Rhi ch began on

• 27 l  ay   8 t t he eamC t i me , i t i ndi c at e a c l e ar l y t hz  t Gar man mi l i t ar y

leadcre had recognized in plenty of' time the intentions of the British

to evacuate their troops ocross the Chznnel.

The Wehrms.c
ht High Co  nd reporta cited above also help to ex-

plain -- at least to a certain degree -- just why the Commonder in ChieY,

Luf t wa t f e , c l ai med t he pr i v i l ege oi i i4 pr ev ent i ng t he Br i t i s h ev s  cua t i on

a c t i on and o i de at r oy i ng t h e Ez pedi t i on+u y Cor ps f or hi s Luf t wa t r e .

 
Af t er a1 1 , hi s un i t s "we r e Qc cu s t ome d" to t hi a pru t i cu l ar t ar g et , t hey

had already achie4ed decisive succesa in their attacks on it (as he wa s

quite juatified in believing), an d thep had already begun a successful

campaign "to destroy numerous enemy sirfields in eastern and southeQSt-

ern England" with an att4ck carried out against fighter bases looated

i n t he Br i t i ah I s l e a dur i ng t he ni ght of 25  26 May
+ 2 2

. I n add i t i o n ,

t he Lu f t wa r't'e had

2 1 _   iehr mac ht Hi gh Comma nd, Eepor t da t ed 27 May .

22 - Wehrmacht High Command, 8eport dated 26 Msy .

+ - Translator's Notec Editor, please check; German teat indicated

a25/25 Mai".
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I II . The Ai r At t acko Carri ed out wi thi n t he Framework oY Oyerat i oa

D 

As revealed by the iehrnaoht High Command report or 27 Yay, the

Luf twar f e b egaa i t a ao a c en t r a t ed a t t a ek a a ge,i nat t he t own and har bor

of Du.n
ki rk , and t hue ag a i ns t t he Br i t i ah Ez pedi t i oa ary Cor p a , whi ah

was crowded tightly together in the Dunkirk area waiting for tranepor-

tation aorose the Channel, aa early aa 26 Ya.q.
27 l[ay marked the of-

t Brltish 0 ration D  AMO.f i ci al begi nni ng of he pe

Ia the abaenos of auf f i ci ent docua sat ary ma,t er i al , f t i e i mpos 4i bl e
•

at preaent to reaonatruat all the dataila oY the Luffi affe'• oounter-

operatioa e$ainst thia British undertaking.

Thu o, i a t h e f ol l owi ng "summary of t 2  e 4 i r Qt t a.ak a aar r i ed ou t

within the franework of Operatioa DIN61d0", we have liated only thoae

aetions which vaa be abaolutely veriffed. Ho atte®pt haa beea made to

l i at t hs i ndi v i du a l par t i ai pa t i rjg uni t a ; i n s t e4d wa hav e t r i e d t o e 

•
pha oi z e t h e v ar i ou a . uper i or he adquar t e r s ( s f r f l ee t a, ai r aor p o) . rhooe

unita .ere e ployed ezolueively or primarily in the operatioao at Dnn-

ki rk . The l i s t i s admi t t edl y i nco mPl e t e and r s qui r e o puppl e a ent at i on ,

particularly ia regard to the Third Air Fleet, whoae units •ere rep.at-

4dl y and
. - - a s a a. .t t s r o f f a c t - - a l mo at ex c l uai v el y c o  .. i t t ed at

Dunk i rk , al t houg h t h e de t a f l s o2 t he i r empl oynent ar e no t r e  at e d by

t he a. ai l ab l e aour ae o.
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F  rthermore, we Rere intereeted in diaoovering on Rhiah daya, and

t o  rha t ez t en t , unf av o r Qb l e we at her co adi t i ons j eo par di s ed or ma,de i m-

po s e i b l e t he oo remi t m  n t of t he Luf t wa f f e uni t a . The r e   er e t wo and one -

ha l f day s dur i n g t he oYer a l l o per a t i on - - and i t asue t b e empha s i z ed t h at

t he e e t wo ar d one- hal f day a o c aur r ed pr ec i s e l y dur i ng t he mo et deai a i Te

phaoe of the operation -- on whioh Luftw4ffe missioaa were either aer-

ioualy hiadered or entirely prevented by weatber conditiona.

The attaoko oarried out by the I and YIII Air Corpe during the af-

t ernoon and eYe ni ng of 29 l aT r epr e4ent ed t he f i r at peak of oper at i one .i
Theee attaeks wera mentioned in a eo-aalled special report (SondermeHung)

i weu ed by t h e Fi hr er He adqu ar t e r s . The t e z t o f t h i a r epor t w4 o added

t o t he of f i c i al Wehrinaoht Hi gh Conmean d r e por t da t ed 30 lday 1940 , dea l -

i ng wi th t he ev ent a of 29 Yqy , whi c h i s i n al u ded a a an appendi z t o

t he pre aent ot uc q
  3

.

Ae oordi ng t o Bri t i   s our c ea, 1 June wae t he heavi e et and - - f or

• the Britiah -- the moet Qerioue day of attaok in terns of losaea
24
.

Chur ohi l l hao the f ol l owi ng t o eay r egar di ng t he ev ent o of t hi a dy rs

"On Jua e 1 f r4   e ar l y de.. n on. ar d t h e en ere,y
bos ber o ma de t he i r

gr e at e s t e f f or t a, of t en t i s ed whea ou r own f i ght er o had wi thdr awa

to refuel. Thase atte,c
ks took heavy toll of the orowded ahipping ,

whi ah s uf f s r ed al mo s t a a s wo h a a i n a l l t he pr ev f ou e we ek . On t h i o

ai ng l e d. J our l o ooe a by ai r a t t,a ok , by a i a e e , E- bo at . , or o t her

 i.sa
dventure .ere thirty-on

e
ahipa eunk and ele ren damaged."

23 - 9ee Appendiz 64.
 4 - wineton Churchill, Their Fineet $our .

+ - Editor, plesoe cheak . The German tezt indicatea 32 ahips eunk,

whi l e t he Chur ahi l l s our e e ( 1949 edi t i on , Hought on lSi Yl i n Coa pany )

clearly statea the aumbsr as "thirtT-one".
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,
,     u. .     of t he. Lt r at t aak s C  rri . a ont

wi t hi  a t he Fru e ror]c of O  er at i on ItYlT  YO ,

  at e II a3,i • gr ot t he  l t t a oka Carr i ed out . ad   eat her Qondi t i o 

    TI II l i r Car p. , $ spes t ed at t . ak s on t he ai t   and harbor of

I l i r Cao ps , aad Dwaki rk , s . wel l as oa t hs hi   way s aad r ai l • 'I

.
I I l i r Cesr ps wy / l i ae a l eadi ng t o DanYi rk • l t t hi s pof nt ,

Qer mr,n l eader • wer e al . ar l   awaae of Br i t i  rh  

pl au. i or an es ouat i oa avt i oa .  
. 

28 IL    I I I a i r Corps   l t t ad c. oa t he ci t T ©f  Dnaki rY i t s el f as wel l
I

-i
uai t s f roa t h. a . on ene    ar ehi ng ool uans f a t he r sar ar e a .

  Seoond 1 3r !'l e s t  

,

_
89 ,Y  I l i  c.

Corps . ad For . noon : weat her oondi t i on•   nf 4TO rabl e -
•

. YI I I Jli.r Corps ao eapl oyment of aer aan ai r ani t i   af t ers oon: '

atfie oka bT all avail4ble aaite oa the harbor

i . a a l l a t i oae of 3)an]d  dc aa we l l as on en.  
. i

 , shipping aaohored at and off Dasld rr (aee th 
   ' Teb rs a,pht Hi   Coa saad r spos t dat sd 30 Ya  '-.' 

  _
  d t he "speoi al r epor t " oa the eTent s of

.,   4   -- lppendi= 6a3. :

•..
 ,

•
,

30   TI I I l i  r Ocr p. Yeat her oondi t i one wer e   sv©rabl . ( f og over •   '
 .  t be Luf twaf f e t ake- of t ba . e s ) al l ds r l ong - -   '  I

. t hs i  e rras no ao. ai t • ent of Lnf t waf f s uni t   . , •
,
; YII I l i r Cor p. • .

  `  '  t;   Sleaeata of the lttaoYs were oarried ont agaiast the harbor

Seood! l i r Fl eet at Dunlci rk de opi t e t he f aa t t bat nnf aver abl e

i   t ber ooadi t i oa s   de s cooapl l sLs   t of t ha ,

  aissions eztrsaely diffioult.

31     LI   l i r Corps   eat her oondi t l on. . er e nnf avor abl e ( Yog o"r'er

t be I  f t waf f e t akeaof f baoe . ) al l daf l ong - -  
 . , nv ooa. i t men t of t } a   I I I l i r Cor ps uni t a . ,̀

B],ea+ea t s of t he Cont i nns d at t aoks on the eII aq e'*  t i on +
,

8eooed lir hleet operation. iere oarried oat despita the nn- .

  f a ror abl a weat ber ooadi t i on. . I

1 dnne PISI lir 0wacps lttaoks were asrrisd ont b  the tive-bo.ber

aad the 5eooad   ts all d. y long. The boab.r suits oarried

_
ai r I'l e et ant at t aok s agai nst sne q . hi p copoen  cat i oa s

a,nd t r oop aov ea e   t . .

;. -
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Dat e II ni ts f r ea t h e:   t t aolcs Carr f e d aut and   eat her Co  di t i on.

I
-  ,2 dvae YIII  ir Corp., Bepestsd ®ttsolc. by the diTe-bonber euqd

• I l i r Cor p. , and bor beac nni t . on en  r . hi Ppf ng   d ene q '

  f   i.r Cor p. t ri op vonoeut rs t i oa s .
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..-,      ,_  dt t &o]ce by t ha pe  Ietf t rs f i e on bot h ai t y and herbos   eace beoo  i a g

t o Britioh lqader• decided to try to  .vode thvar..ife1 .ar. in ena ,  Pm   T

. by c porat i ,ag f s os t ha l oag and r ory nar rcnr san  jr bsaoh . t xs t ab3ag be- ., .  

  t ueen baat i r lc ati d Irs   anne . Si aae t hor. s a no l vnger s   ohen©e ot   . -

  . a. i ag t h   s t er i el , *h i   h oc nl d be l oaded i nt o svao eat i oa   e os el •   :
.. . -

-  oa l y tir  th t be he l p et appr op  i at . por t f aoi l i t i a a, t  ,a r e s aue of t he
.,. 

e . onnel i a . el Te    ed t at o the f or egr ovtad , oad i os the t , of oour ov  
  ,I

 P s

•  
• : ' po tct i aai l i t 3i . .trer o nmseoes  .   j

. .  

  1  . l ar,ge n  b ors of t  e Bari t i ah Bs pedl t i onarJ C  p• Rears a. ai   d

.
 

.
 

t v poi at . 4l ong fi hi • l cuag snd s ar roi bse ah, f roa  *hi ah #h ey • ar • br o  ht
 

 
• -  ri th   ez  aslce sht #'t aosa s - - i nt o t he e  aou.e t i oa . e o. e i s . SLs  raa; rr   i
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  I
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C  i l i n hi o  resof r e.

/
i

I '   "hs a  s i   abl e:  io  r ceo do aot s er es l t ha es ac3t pai at at . hi oh t hs  
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I
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: i
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I
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  .
  d t hat t he   di d not s e oogni s o .
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i

  y
  

lat® date.  
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Y t.  ẁhi v    ati . w   r4r  :  .    ,.   . ireoc'-  v̀  .,  , . ,  ;:  •   !  _ _     .' " , .   , _ . , 1 i - _ .
t` t-

; ;
,
r  

-
 

- . . - _ . ,

1
  , .

r , r ; , '. r
, ` ' = ,

1
' . t •  

L
1

  a' .
1; . .- • • •

`
.. ; . :

i=
I

. , _ f ,
' . , . .

:
      . , ._ l I

'

,   ' y . t _. r'
I

  , i + y   ,   ,1 „L r ,
. . : r • . .     ' " •

. .
• ' l .1 •

  •  : _ ;  
'
' i

. .>p   * i ti     . -v . . . . . . . - ' . '
• I r Cc ,

•
- 15 • I

  . •
  t

.
 

.
1

_ .1 , r . _ _ , ' , . , .
  '  '

, . T •  i
.  ,

:

-
I

 
- .

  J
  .

 
r • ' t

i . 
i     : '   r.l- •  r

-
r  +

 

.
"` . ,}. t

i
• 1.. . ' 

 
rC . 'w

T  ''    _
  l i  

.

 

_
   

 
  i t

 
• •

°i l/ i _
  e i /  'Y i    i • i / i   .

 
    / Y  !  W'

'    
 

  ` 1
 
- Lr

F ' t '

(  ' ' t :. ' . r , . . ' - - .
  • - ti r • ' t  

 

r i   , . : (   . . .
•

•
, _ - . . . • l

. w
,

l . . j
 

ry _
'    

t Y
. S

,   •;. '
'
•

, s r
.
  t  

.
 .  .i ;'r

a  t       .•
  1  ;of •.  e :  sa•o '

_
#  -

 
,.
  '   

;4 ;    J`̀
,r
 
.1
{ '

'1,
. e _   T !  

, •
`
.  

,
i

•
t

,
l - _

.

-

'
. .

'
    .

•
•

•

. i .   ,'
 
  •

'
 

•

7

•
` `   .

t
. (

. '
i t •} 1 

)
{{

• 
•

. i +ti .
I

I
. •

•

. • _ . . - - - ' . • . - -   

 
! • - -  •  ` - '

 
t   _l

 

f
.

'
..

rr 
.    .

 b  "   -,
 

-  4    t    
.   a  t 40ki , r +D t b   

..
1it . 

 
_•d1i/  •  0 

,,
•

   
`

 
,y

.. ' 
, .

`

r . r
J  

'
-

-
, ,

 
'

• t
I ` r .

t
.

t  
.t ; .

 
, . , Y ' . . . .    

r

. •
• •1    

r
., 1

1  

I

  a

t
r r

,
  ' Y  1

.

,
4  

• .
' .

.

.
r a t • .

•
•

_
Y'

_ .
r •

•
 

  '
.

 
!

' ,  
  •

.
-  

.
 

. 1        
-  

, .
t . .   • . •

  •
  1

, ,
-

1 ? 

` - r̀` ,  Le ta  '   .   . vl
     i t    p.   ti oa    '   re-o  t   '      . pos  i ; ;•, ,  '   

. ;;  . : • `
 

. : _ . . _   _c t,  ,iti   /   
,
 

,•
'
_• '

,
 
.

-
 

`   • . j _  
'

.  .
a
 
"

" .7
.
 

' '
  ,

{
 • ,  -. , i

3
. , , ` ` i    t

 
. .  

yA
, •

 
. ,  t ' .

..
  -   • ,   . r • • •

- a.i : ,
 
,.   .  ,

[. • -:   Is. •  
,  .   . ' y

f '
. .

i
l 

 
 
'
 

1 I
I . A ` `

• ; . •  ,;  .
_

  af  
e f '

: :  
•
  1,

   
• 

ist  e i t       #  t _i r   t   s .' ;   , k, E;
'  

  .   ' .   .y ' • LL
/
' •   '   q   ' . _

• r   . . . . .
  . ' ` `  

.

  '
•

 

.

 
' 1

,•
  r

 
i

,
  i •  f • , •   j , - _ .

  1t  ; •
. : '  

.

, / p

S 1
.

J -
t

• ,
T

~

  . _   t

•

 
  f i s i

'

      T e
M l 

    t
'

V
 

i M   "
.

 
-   '

 
•
 

# ~   '   'z - '

 
7 r •   t

`

t Z

 
, 

 

  •    
' - ; - _

r7 
 

f
•
 

 ,
i
,
._ '• • _ . t.r. . , . . . " . :     • - , .   j     • t• '  :

, .         • ;4 , r '     a   . ' :
. .

r
i ( : : " . . , - .. . 7   . . . p. , . _ t    _   I

p
.  ,

 
 

• - t f
•   

4 -

-
' j .  

f '
I t l

i
.

1
'

  i
 

.
/

 
. . . 

•
 

    _

, • •

. .
' . .  . t ; _ I I .   , . w

- . '

 

y ,
M1 y

.    
,

a'
, ,

   
, , 

i
: : -

 
.

.

•

  /
 

' •7 •
. .

  ti
 

   

, '
'

. '
-

.
?

..•

t4

r
T

r
  ;

.
  t  

_
  ' t

,

l « •
I  

" 
  

1
.

 

_ I
7   • - iti r   '

 

. ,
 

• • .   . .
• t ( f

,

'
#
 

•
?'

,    
  f

 
{

,
'l f

`
r . -.

   

`
, s .• . . I

•

1 . .

•

. Y L
. . .

. .   .
    . . . a 5

.

 

•I '
! ' 1. .

   

• "1 .
•   .

    ' u `I
.

  •
 

I
 

 
j - . . , . .

' • r )
r 1 ,r n

•
• '

  '
t

 
t

 
r r ;- . , •

,
   

' .
4

•
1

 
'

. J . L` . ,
 

1a  
. •

    •
1 1

, 1 • .  
  •   `

. . ' . 1 .'̀ - ` T    1 1  'l g ' '  11•  D'.    
.
' 1

•     I# *   b  E 
.

  .:Oc  '   : •  /i  s  dY
.
1 a R1 

• _   .
yr "  ̀.- _

   
- ' , ,,..   , ,; , .,  _, . - •;, . _

:,. ,   , :
 
_

'
,

' r '
r : .. .. . •   ;i ' . :    _ 

'       ̀ ;.  - : - • •. : _   :   . . _t , ,'• ;  - 

- .
' .

.
 .•.•

•
,b. . . g ei       w  r.s  vr r,

    t t  .     ,x. a   .s   c1;' '    .;
   iy

  :/   '   -   
i . _ I r

.,  .
) )   /  

:! -
  r

,. r •
. _I

  -   ' •   '
. .

  -  
, .

r y   Y • • •   .     i • - _ - -
 

. . .   ' r . . I  . . .
,
L' .

:
,   f _

•   '
. _ r : ; '

" _
' ' , f .: .

'
• - , . .

 
, t   ,, .,   , t .

. ' • .     s   i   { t -
.
   

. J:
r   j. -_ .

    i
, f.

 
Y

  a

.  
 

.
" `   • :    

_

  h     
?'-"  T ''  1  '

    ' 
 
  tl i    esbl t  

"
p   

_
i . _• .  • •r   ..>s •, ;

_'  -
' j / 1' • - •r   i . •.

'S  .
a Yi"' - ' X

.
t -   • • -  

  ' r ,    
• ,

 
..  n 1 M

..
`     r

 
`

 
( ( .•,

  rLk
  . „ (

.  

_ _
~ • 1

 
•  

• . . ,

^

•
  :Y- ' -  

;   , -

}  
' l

.
• -  

}

_
' r •

, •
1

J
- ' •  

,

;
.
.
r
t ti   i '

    y    
'

 

.
 

 l  
_ . 

.
   

+ ;
. • - . ,. • .

+1 •' •
,
 '   _

r

' - - - . `
,

: .
 

.   ,

' r ,  
r

, . '
 

  .
1 

_ , . i , _
:

r .
 

_ _
    • '; t -   .. •

• . . . .
I b t t ' i . . _ w . •

,

1. - .
 
c

.l

.

y
,

i
H t   7     

i
. . . . . -     -

  '  

, . ,. s u
.

•

•  - .
 i . . • t '  . _

I 
. , . .

1 I. . . . . ' .   . . . . . . - . .
   •. . .  • L •

  •

_
  . . .

"
.

7 ( • i - .
i  . . . t

    .
' . .  

-

 
, . ,

  . .
` .

 
• , ( :

. •
   

++ F   / ' t . ,
t  

-
4 _ •  

-   -.
  -

 
1 1

[ -
. _ _

_
1 , ` ' . .

'
' H . :

_

: +

r
% '

t

;
 
  I

' 
J

- f

I 
  •  _ -

   . . _ . _ _
 .

  "  
_ 

. r  
.

f  'rt ", !'
,.
e ' f  "A
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  •:

of a harbor sy st q . noh a. tha t at Doald rr and t h e snt ro  di  ag

t er r i t or  r.

?he hoto a h askeg it abandsstl  olear how aiorosoopio a tacr -3) p ar p
  .

ga  a eneq sh p or a line of ohipr preaents to a.irorsft at-

t ao Ci.ng f roa at di ua or hi gh al t i t ude .
.

f t he bes eh  ri t h i t s l o ns r row doae s , . b  rs
I

4  The ph®tograph o , n8  I

ha  diffionlt it tust hs e beea to aohiete a direot hit egsinst  

t f r oz t be f   t t hat t h e dee esnd Il i   i ng t arge t s , qui t e   par p

f o t oY the i r e f f e ot i r ests s . .dApriTSd the bo.bs o a s
 I

  ' t a of t he "f i el d hospi t s l " . hoa ho. oor   5)   11>> t h. Pho og ' Ph i

. #der at e t he (iara aa boabe r uni t •  rer e i n oonneot i on . i t h t hi s   I

pas t i anl ar t arg . t .

.
I 'r . Th   So asoa , f or t he _

Luf t   a   '! e ' s "pai l nr s ".  

I f , is  t1  i • sabt i t l e he adi ag , t he  rerd   f si l nr . " i s pl aoed bet s ea t
 

quotatioa .arka, it is iatended to ezpseso the fact that 1t  ras bT no•

aeans s f e i l w ce at t r i bnt abl e t o a  i nooape t eooe om t be p  of   '  af    

a®ara  nder . or Laf t  raf i d f as'aa s • I t . as r ather a f ai l nr • ba . . d ea t he

gi   ea f aet or s snrr oundi ag t hi s   sr t i cnl ar ai s ei on, f a+ot or s ahi eh t he

Luf t wef f s ws s si apl mot abl e t o o. er eoas - -   h i oh, i n f aot , i t ooul dT

aot '  a es peot s d t o o. eroaa e. T  Cq. t he i t i l nr e os=mot be bl aased on t hs
 I

Iu f t . at f e ; ne  er thel es s i t waa a f s t efui f s i lnre , r oot ed i n t h. f aot

t he,'  t  e t ap- l et el hni t  rs Pi e ao. r ander e des avaded t oo t aeh of t he eapa 

bilitiei af thsir units
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and aug rent ed by t he unf av or abl a weat her aondi t i ons . As a t hi rd f aat or

one ai ght $ eat i on t he aat i on of t he enemy , a l t hough i t i s onl y i n ao mbi -

nation with the t ro faators aentioned  ust above that this plsyed a de-

oi s i ve r ol e i n t he Luf trraf f e ' s l ack of eucc e s e.

The ac t us l r e asons f or the Luf twaf f e ' s "f a3l ur e" ar e qui t e var f ed .

Ba s i oa l l   r - - al t hou gh t o r a number of r ea oon g we hav e no doou  ea t ary pr oof

of the fact -- Germsny's top-leTel .ilitary leaders interpreted the out-

coo e o f t he a i r ba t t l e ov e r Dunki  dc a s a s uc c e s e , oi a pl y b e c au s e t h ey

needed a sucoeaa and -  beosuae their evaluation of the overall  ilitaryi
ai t u at i oa a a wel l a s of t h e e f f e ot v of t he Lu f t waf f e c oami t me a t . a s f n-

a cc ur a t e . T  e v er y f ew do au. e nt s , be.oed on re por t s by t he par t i ai pa t i ng

units, .hiah we ha e a.ailable fail io gi e uo a covplete piature . For

e a ch i ndi v i dn a l uni t wa s boun d t o v i e w t he e i t ua t i on f r os a Pai r l y l i a i t -

ed horizoa and to aee only the real or isaginary  uacees of its own psr-

tiaular miasion. The bo.ber units were quite sincere in believing that

• they had scored direat hitg on their aseigned targets; the fighter units

were eeger to report the nuvber of ene.y aircnaft they ha,d ahot down sad

t ended t o f or g e t t he i r own l o s s e p. Al l t hi s waa i n e' i t ab l e
,

a nd nat ur al .

Thus , i n ap i t e of t h e i nadequacy o f t he ar ai l ab l e oovr ae dooument s ,

an a t t e . pt muet be me de t o ev a l u at e t h e ov er a l l ai t ua t i on ar d t o t ry t o

draw detinitive aonclusions in order to reaoh the truth. The ooiple= of

probleas aonnected with the whole affair is so estensive and so oomplicar

ted that a detailed ia e.tigation aould eaaily be ezpanded to a oeparate

atudy eaolusively devoted to the "Dunkirk Interlude".
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Thi o oi tua t i oa ws a r ender ed ewe n s or e cr i t i cs l by t he f aat tha t

nsither the teohnioal squipaent nor the ataadard of trainiag of

ths long-rangs bonber uaite at that tine ia. good enough to

snable the arewa to hit the pinpoint tsrget repre.ented by the

harbor of Dunkirk ia the dark. Thus there .ao no po.oibility

of t hei r oarryi r g out t he i r s t t acka "wi thou t i nt errupt i on", i . e .

dqy aad night. Only dnring the daylight houra wao it po.oible

f or t hea t o oarry ont ef f ect i . e oper at i ons agai not the ai t y ,

t he por t , s ad t he beaohe . of Dunki rk . The ni gh t be l onged t o
•

the Britioh.

 nd the faot that ooaasional nocturnal "haraReing raidr" wer•

satually csrried aut doeo nothing to alter thi• bs.io liaita 

t i on .

5) Th, close-anpport unito of the YIII Air Corpo, whooe dive-boibecr,

c l o ae- . uppor t , e nd f i gh t er ai rar a f t s eea ed so i ds s l l y . ui t ed t o

 
operations in aod araund Dunkirk , had es  ro been tisd down by

conataat oosnit.aat in the w pport or lr.y operatioas, their

l aat a s s i gas ent ha v i ng be en t he . upport or t he Pan$ s r aroup   on

]Cl e i . t , wh i oh had no  b ee n br   ugh t t o a ha l t .

Their ground organia tioa waa loosted between ths po.ition of

the aa. u lt units of the Fonrth dr.y , rhiah waa aoTing forwsrd

i   t t he d i r eo t i oa of Dtitnk i r k , and t he det e n ,  i wa l i ne of t ha t

. ea e Ar qy , i hi oh f aa ed t oRa rdo t he s out h a l ong t he So  e f r ont .

Thns their take-orf ba.eo lay at the outeroo.t liait of their

oper at i on dl r   g e , f r o. t he poi n t o f Ti e  o Y t he i r ao avei.t a en t

ov er Du,n
k i rk 3 

. The Yo l l owi n g not at i oa appe ar . i n t ha . on

8iahtho 'ea Diary under date of 1 June:

30 - The s i r t i el d• 18~y i n t h e vi o i ni t y oY St . Quent i n, Csabrai , Gui se ,
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- "  h. spproa oh ront s of tbe di a bo. ber r i t so l ong thst oal y

a f ew  ri oai on. oaa bs i l awn".
 

6) Zhe f i ght eac wai.t . - - t hos • oY t Yre TII I l f r Ovr p. as  rs l l s e

t hor • of the Ses oad   i r 1 l̀ eet - - had besa s o. e d f vr . 4rd t o ad 

Tsne. ba s e. f n d  . ra- oooapi e d t er ri t ®ry .   t t 'he . • baaer hed
-

    bs ea . e l . ot e d  ri th an ey t o br i ®gf ng t hs aa  ar i t y of t he x'i ght -

  .rr nnit. into  oritionr iroa wbioh the  0vnld a tpport t  oper-
' .
. at i oa  s of  t he Lr. i . • ad. aaoi eg al ong t hs oo u t t ows rdr t be aor t b,

   _-_ t h s we rt , snd t hs rant h.
!      
. j ha . t b. new of f enri   e t arg . t   Dan]ci rk , al oo l a  s t t he vnt er -

- 

   -  reet l i . i t of t bs ef f eot i we s ange oY t he i i dht . r r , i a ot her  
 
i

-   t t ar t   I
wor dr t hs t   ae t hey oore l d rs f e l y sz peat t o epena ev ar he g 

. 31  
. rea ws o ez tr  . .   ,  . bort .T

  . T    t t l  t t i . . aad nnder t he e=i rt i ag oi roua ot aao e r , o  j t h 

  '
      r f t i rh bs d an s i r cra f t r epor t i qg aud warni ng aye t e  at t he i r

'I
; .

'   t we a r eo s ed i ' a edi s t el y and -
Idi poosl. Yirsry  e asn lligh egai

. a. por t ed a t ho at dsl al , . e t hs t oc  nt er. ea r ar e o eoro l d be t elcen  

.   i a g l eat f of t #s e . The Jn- 88 wi ng aoaai t t ed ags i not DnnTd rlc

f roa a ba+  e i s H  l l and, f or i a st s noe , had t o f l y al vng t he

  Cb. nas l pr aat l ea l l y m der t he aors r of t he Br i t i eh as d ws a f a- :

r as i obl   pi oYsd mp b  t he Br i t i sh . arni ng oer   i s • i a t   ae t o i1

.   

b . aet by aa   u   I f i 6ht er Yar os . .

- 31 - Hsr e , f or t hs I'ir . t t i r s , t he sz t r ea s l y i as deqn,at e e pe rat i   s l z ange -

, bf t he Ye- 10  beoet s apps r ent . Thi a prowf d ewen s or e seri   . . ewer s l
 

* e ek. l s t rr , d  tri ag t he Bat t i e of Br i t ai a , oi s a• i t . yaat t h/ t t b 

t aot f a t s t th .   s =di t    
f  i ght er pi l ot   ei t he t had t o l i . i t hs i r y

don) t e oe a  oY• t hea s t sw ai nat e . , or - - i f t hey oho re to i r we r e

yoroed te oontiane oosbat any loa er -- hed to faae ths possibility

t bat t hey s i ght  3  t bar el y be abl e t v Yeaoh th e i r ri ds o      e     -

ae l or , i ndeed  a i ght not qni t e aske i t bef or e t hs i r ! ùel s    t .

.
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ag a i n ot v e r y a aa l l t r oop a nd s h i p t ar ge t g . II n d er t h e s e c i r cum-

at an c e s a hi gh degr e e o f ef f e c t i ve ne 89 wae ou t of t he qu e et i on ,

p a r t i cu l ar l y f or t h e f ol l o  ri ng t wo r e a so na s

a) The British tactic of opreading out the treops over

a  ide area necessarily disaipated the oommit®ent of

t h e Lu f t wa f f e u n i t a - - t he r e wer e no reor e concent r at ed

t e r g e t s f or bombaardme nt .

b ) Tha de ap eand of t h,e b eac he a r obb ed t he bomba of much

o f t h e i r ef f e at i v ene oa .
•

9) Supply -- above all fuel, ammcunition, and cpare parte -- wae no

pr o bl em f or t h e ma j or i t  C of t h e l on g- r a ng e bomber uni t a , whi ch

we r e a t i l l op er a t i ng f rom ba ae e l oc a t ed i n t he hov e t e r r i t or y .

For t he cl o oe- eupp or t un i t a of t he YI I I   i r Cor p s , howev er ,

an d f or eome o f t he adv an c e f i gh t e r u n i t a of' t h e Se c ond Ai r

Fl e e t , t h e p r ob l em of au p pl y o f t en g av e r i ae t o s e r i ou ,  di f f i -

 
cultieo. The only practical method of bri.ng

ing auppliea to

theee unite, aome of which were very far out in front, was by

t r a n s po r t a i r c r a f t . Bu t t h e nu mb er of J u - 52 ' a av ai l abl e wa a

eadly inadequate to the need for them, for the heaYy loasea

au f f e r ed by t he German ai r t ran epo r t f or c e a dur i ng t he a i r

l andi ng ope r at i on a i n Ho l l and had  reakened t hem d ec i a i v e l y .

On the ground, the highwaya were congeated with Arm3r troop and

oupply aolumne; the railways in Belgiua were not yet back in

operstion.
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_   ,
 he TIII Iir Caocpo, for ese,apls, with ite dirs boab rs fwhiah

wer s art i aui ar l y we l l - . ui t ed f or ef f e at i r e aot i on i   t hs Drtn-P

kirk opsrstion), oonld not be eaploy.d a .ingle tiae dnring the  

deoi.iwe tio and one-half dsy• betweea 29 and 31 Ifa  beasuo• of

t he bl snke t of f o cower i ng nor tjtern Franae .8

gor aould ths long-rsnge boaber uait. be saplayed rsgulsrly; if

n t e take-off srea the .ereweat hsr oondi t i on s wer e f aTOrabl e i h , Y

of t en ps ohi bi t i 4 e o  er t he t s r g+et ar ea on t hs oos . t - - and v i ae

_ ver ra .

 Tot unti l 1 June di d the we4t hsr sf tuat i on i apro4 e . 'lrhs 'di . e

boabers took imaediat• sd antage of ths iapr .e.ent tc oarr 

ont ani nt er rv.pt e d at t e ai a on t he Dua ki s  c ar ea .

Btct 2 Jn=te was t hs l e at dey of t he opar at i on f oar al l pr aot i oal

Purpo.e..

t no . t de ai . i we f eat or i a t hs12} l par t f r oa wss t hsr ooadi t i on. , ha

•
ou t aor e of t he punki rk operat f on wa. Br 1t i sh ai r s at i  ri t3r. I t

rrat t hi . f s ot or . hi ah det er ri ne d t }u l sok of auc c e oo of t he

Luf t iraf f e aa wel l aa t he aer i ou. ne a. of t ]ae l oa. e s i t onf f er ed.

Inorea ing Britiah air aotiTity wa. heraldsd by the appearance

oY the tighter ynits oY ths 8riti.h hoae sir defen.• .T.tea,

til Dnnkirk de ite the ples. ofibioh hsd been held bsok vn  p

e ea lo sd esrlier os thenah a111t l eadatr s t ha t t h ey b p yFre at 'J'

Oont i ne nt .

Frs ah ax,d i*e . t ed, and at f al l at r engt h, eqni ppsd wi t h t he aoat

u _t p- dat e f i ght er ai ror af t t h e Boyal   i r   'or ae conl d of f er , t hs I
F

Spitfire oqnadron. of the hoae air deYense forae wsre naw sent

ap against the Lurtwarfe at DunkirY.
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The Britieh fightera were eaployed from their airY'ielda in Eng-

land, whioh lay well within the effective range of the target.

Thei r appr oaah r l i ght wao r el at i v el y ehor t , t hey wer e gu i ded

by a amoothly functioning 2'ighter eontrol ayeLem, and they had

t he i nde acr i babl e adv ant age of b ei ng abl e t o make va4t l y be t t er

uoe of westher oonditiona (deterained by conditiona over the

At l ant i o) t han t he Germsn uni t s comi ng rr o r t he e8at .

Fr oa t he poi nt o f v i ew o    t echni ca l per f ormano e , t ha Spi t f i r e

• wa e at l ea at a mat oh f or t h e Ger ma n l[e- 109 . I n t he opi n i on of

a good many German fighter pilota, the Spitfiree were e.en oup-

er i or - - abov e al l i n r e epe c t t o maneuv ar ab i l i t y and i 'i r i ng

power .

T ese frevh, well-equipped unite now took the field againat the

German fighter foraea, whioh had been gravely weakened in re-

ope c t t o bo t h p er oonne l ard n at er i e l et r eag t h dur i n$ t hr e e we eke

•
o f oo ne t ant e. pl oy rre nt and whi oh , i n addi t i on , wer e aer i ou al y

ha ndi oapp s d by t he i r i na de qua t e op er at i onal r a ng e . The Ger n a n

unite eould afford to opend very little time over the target,

and t hu o oou l d not hope t o pr ov i d e an er f e at i v e e eaor t f or t he

Qerman borbers.

Under t he ea e i r cums t anoe e , i t i a no wonder t hat t he Br i t i ah

figbtere cuoeeeded in aahieving air ouperiority (though limited

i n t i . e and pl a c s ) i n t he Dunki rk a r ea . 9 ga 1n and agai n t hey

aa,nage
d to create end maintain a regulsr air uabrella over

Dunkirk end the evacuation operation.

Aa a r e ou l t , t he Luf t waf f e s u et a i ne d he avy l o o s e a i n bombs r a i r -

oraft, partiaularly in dive bombero, whiah were faur too alow

and far too poorly armed
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t o be ab l e t o ho l d t h e i r own aga i ns t t he eneay ' 8 a odern f i ght er

a i r cra r t . For on 29 Yay , t h er e c aaw.e a ae c ond sur pr i s e ; t he

Spitfirea were joined by the Boulton and Paul "DeYiants" (twin-

seater t ighter aircrat t . With their airborne araaaente (four

da oh i n e- gun t urr e t s )
, whi ah wer e unu su al l y he avy t  or a Yi ght er

aircraft, they achieved a nuaber of eurprise victories, for they

were able to attaek r roa positions in which the Ger=an crews had

hi t h er t o co a s i der ed an at t ack i . po s s i b l e . One e t he Ger  . an c r ewe

ha d r ecov e r ed f r o  t he i r i n i t i al sur pr i ae , ho.rev e r , t he De f i an t a
•

no longer preaented a problem in defense.

I n co e pa r i ng t h e publ i ahed a c count a of t he ac t i on a t Dunki rk ( i n-

c l udi ng coQba t r epor t e f r o. t he un i t a , di ar i e e ke pt by t he oo v-

mandere involved, aa well as works published sinoe the end of

the war), one notices imvediately that the evaluation of the

de gr e e o f ef f e c t i ve ne as a chi ev e d by t he Br i t i 9h f i gh t er ai r -

• cra f t ua i t e i e no t on l y va s t l y di t f e r ent , bu t f ia ,t al eo hi g h-

ly contradictory . Jnd this discrepency in the prevailing views

hae only been oonfiraed in the personal interviewa whioh the

aut h or ha s had wi t h i ndi v i dua l 8 who par t i c i pat ed i n t he Dunki rk

operation.

Ther e i s a ei a pl e exp l anat i o n f o r t hi s : a s . e h av e a l r eady me rr  

t i oned , t he Br i t i s h a i r uni t s we r e abl e t o e s t abl i s h and  ra i n t ai n

air superiority in the Ih nkirk area -- but always only fro  tive

t o t i o e and f ron p l a ee t o pl ace .   nd t he Ger man bomber and

f i ght er
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unitr whiah happened to be scheduled for e.ploy.ent during one

of t he oe phaee e of s o. ent ary Br i t i ah a i r r nper i or i t y wer e s i  epl y

out of l n ck and had no ch oi c e bu t to aaaept t he i ncrr e4sed r i rka .

Ot her ,   or e f or t unst s uni t s wer e abl e t o aar r y out t he i r mi rs i ona

wi th ou t ene  ,y i nt erf er ena e and . i t hou t sny 1oase a aa a re au1t of

enemy fighter sctivity.

F'ur th s rmo r e , i t   ru s t b e r emea be r ed t h a t t h e d i f f e r en t a i r ar a f t

t y p e r h a d d i f f e r en t pm s pea t r of aua ae s s ; t h e r l ow, aumbez  

s ome J n - 87 ' r , wi t h t he i r weak a i r b or n e ara ament s , wer e ea rf•

gau for the Britirh SpitPirea, while the rpeedy and maneuTer-

able Ju-88'a, with their highly developed diving aapability,

wer e unbeat abl e f or empl oyment agai nst naval t a rge t r .

Thur it is versr easily ezplained .hy there were rome Geraaa  

u n i t a wh i oh nev e r eTe a aaw a Br i t i rh f i gh t r r ar d whi oh a ahi ev e d

wi t h out az  l o a s e r
rsmarksble suoaerser deapite the f4at that they were being em-

•
ployed withont reapite. Neverthelerr, the fact rsmain. that

there were other unit. whiab. auffered very high lorre• and --

agai n a a a re u l t of enem,y ai r a ct i v i t y - - achi eve d l i t t l e or

no eaccear.

l t t h a t t i s e , t h e t op- 1 ev e l oo mm4 nd of t he Ger  nan Ln f t wa f f e wa r not

awar e of t h e r e a r one f or i t a " f a l l w ce " i n Op er a t i on DYD1A][0 , r e s ro n . whi e h

we haTe ru. uaar i z ed b r i e Pl y ( s n d o er t a  nl y n ot eah au a t i v e l y } i n t he t we l v e

s ub s ea t i on r abov e . I ns t e ad , Lu f t waf f e l aade r r c e l eb r a t ed Dunki rk a r a

derman viotory.

The Luftwaffe aomnander, at the front, however, evaluated the re-

su l t 8 of t he In  f t wa f f e ao Ani t n ent ov er a nd a r ou n d Dunk i r k i n a v as t l y

different manner.
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In Gene r al von 8i aht hof enb Di sr y , t he l a®t s ent ence of the ent ry

dated 1 Jnne read. a. folloa.:

"We ' ve f orf ei t ed t he ahanc e of a vi c t ory oTer Tngl and . "

l nd hi . t or i oal spprai aal of t he s i tua t i on oal y aerve a t o subst an-

tiate the aoaurac  of thi. early diagnosis.

 l . 'Phe He eul t s of Ouer at i oa DYNAhO

On t h e af t er no oa of 4 Jun e , t h e Br i t i s h Ada i r a l t y annau.ae ed t hat

Operatioa D?N1H0 had beea oonclnded.

 
I n Ti e. o f t he e i tn at i on obt a i ni ng af t e r Ope r a t i on DY'I d1d0 , Br i t i ah

l eader s ha d ev er y r i ght t o be es t i of i ed . i t h t h e r e . u l t e t heT had aoh i ev -

ed ; d t o t al o f 338 , 226 l l l i e d t r oop a - - t he . a j or i t T of t hea Br i t i *h - -

had been evaouated, and thua saved. Churah.
ill'o meaoir.

32
pre.ent an

intere.ting eusvary -- of partfcular intere ct to the attaoker -- fn .hiah

the total figure of evaanated troopa, given above, ia brokea down in ter r

of t he da t e of eabar kat i oa , t h e e. barkat i on s e t i on f ros t he hs rbor o f
•

Dunki rk ,  und t he ea bu kat i on a ct i on f  ro   t h e bes o he .
33

 

Car ef ul ez aa i nat i on of t he ae f i gure a , wri l ah are ba sed on of f i al al

Britiah ldairalty .tati.tics, brings u. to the folloving ourpri.ing

aonalu.ioa:

32 - Ai n at oa Chur ohi l l , '  he Seo ond Nor l d War - Th e Gat he r i ng St or, .
33 - See Appendi= T0.
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The va ot aa  ori t y of t he t r oop. C239  555  * er e evacua t ed dur i ng t he

niae dsys preeeding 4 June -- fraQ the harbor of Dunkirk ; tha total

nu. b  r of t r oops e4aeua t ed f ro  t he be avhes aa owat ed t o not qui t • 100f 000 .

1  t̀tr t her i nv e gt i gat i on re v e al s t hat t he nua ber of eabarYa t i ons f r oa

the beaeheo ezeeeded the nuaber of eabarkations froa tha harbor on only

oae single d.y C3o llay)•  fter this day, the evacuation activity on

the be4ches dwindled rapidly, while the evbarkatlona froa the harbor

even increased during the laat days of the operstion.

The oe i 'as t s e l e ar l y aont r ad i e t t h e v i ews pr ev ai l i ng aa ong Ger a an
•

t i an d s f t er t he Luf t wa t'f e 4t t a ek • oa Dnnki r k .. i l i t ary l e s der s bo h dur ng

Ge r . an l eads r s • er e af t h e opi n i on t h at t h e por t f ac i l i t i e s had be en so

bY

• ev er e l y d. a a$ e d by t he oone e ntr at ed bo. ba r da en t e arr i ed on  t he Luf t -

wa f f e t ha,t t he Br i t i sh wer e f o__
r aed t o s hi f t t he i r ev aeua t i on o,o t i v i t y

t o a na rr ow s t r i p of baaeh b et . e en Dua ki rk and I a   anne . ds a r e anl t

o f t he Br i t i oh a ove , t he po i at of a4 i n ef f or t o f t he Ger   4n ai r a t t a c k .

• a l s o na t ur a l l y sh i f t ed f r oa t he ha rbor of Dunki rk t o t ha be a ohe s ou t -

s i de t he t own , at d t hus i nev i t ab l y r e l i eve d t he pr e s s ur e oa ea e q r e ra-

cuatiog operations in the harbor itself. In reslity, the sitnatioa wa4

qni t e t he oppo e i t e of what Ger ae.n l e ader o t hought - - and t hi o f a o t eor

pl e t e l y e s oap ed Ger . an c oaba t r e oonna i as anc e arid l ong - r a ng e aer i a l r e-

oonnalssanae agenaies.

Honetheleaa, thia error w4s -- to a aertain degree, at le4st -- aa

ez an s sb l e one , f o r t he s er i al pho t ogr aph s of t he bo. b ed ai t y , ehowi ng

t h e     r n i n ed l o ek s , t h a daar  ged por t i ns t a l l at i on s , and t he ool uan s

of . a oke t ower i ng or er t h e bur ni n8 f h e l dua ps , c er t ai Qnl y s e ea ed t o

indiaats
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t ha t t he he ar t o f t he t own and the port , a s wel l a o t he a r e4 r i ght 4round

thea, were aoapletely dead
34

.

Th e a er i al pho t ogr aph r epr oduo ed i n Appendi a 6 6 g i ve s a g enar al p i c -

t ur e of t he ez t en t o f t h e da,a s g e , al t houg h i t o f f er e no aonc l u ai v e pr oo f

oY wh et her , or t o wha t degr e e , t he por t i ns t al l at i ons hs d aot u a l l y b e en

de at r oy ed .

Al l t he s aa e - - and t hi • i s pr ov ed by t he oo a par at i v e et at i s t i o e

aa nt ai ned i n Appendi = 70 - - t he re i s no g e t t i ng ar ound t he f aa t t ha t

t he Lu f t  raf f e at t a ok o - - d e s pi t e t h e i r r e pea t ed a a s o boa bar da ent - - we r e
•

-
no t eu f f i of ent l y ef f eot i v e t o r ende r t he por t f aQi l i t i e s i nc apabl e of •

opsration . Lnd, indeed, it is que.tionable whether such a high degree

of s no e e a s wou l d ev en hav e be en po s s i b l e , i n v i ew oY t he mvrber of Ge r -

s an ai r un i t e e. p l oye d and t h e ot ag e at t a,i ned by ai r t ec hno l ogy snd a i r

tactias at that tiae. There aaa be no doubt, however, that the aur-

pr i s i ng aoaa i t  nen t or t h e Br i t i ah f i g ht e r un i t e f r oa t he ho  ai r de-

•
f ea s e sy ot ea pl ay ed a si gn i f i c ant ro l e i n t he i na de qua t e per f or aanae

of t he Ge r a aa Luf t s af x s .

On t he o t her hand , t h i s s t at ea e nt f a at t he s au t i aa an i ndi c a t i on

of the energr and ooura8e displayed by the British Havy in utili$ing

t ho s c par t s of t he ha rbor wh i eh ba d r es ai ned i nt a ct f or i t s ev acua t i on

oper a t i on o unt i l t he v e ry l a at a oa ent - - t o be aur e , unde r aov er o f

dar kn e s a and t ak i ng ru l l adv ant a g e ot ' t he ua f av or ab l e wea t her ao ndi t i on s ,

whi eh a ade eap l oye e nt of t he Ger a sn ai r un i t s i a po os i b l e . Thi a e cpl a3 n •

t h e f a ct t ha t t he eYaoua t i on f i gur e s s ho.r a s i gni f i a s n t i ncr ea s e on

t ho s e day o oa wh i ah t her e wa s he avy r o g .

Froa all thia we are rorced to the aogolusion that the British

ev aeuat i on aat i on . oul d have be en aon si der ab l y l e ss ouaoe s af ul i Y weat her
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coaditioas had besn sufficiently favorsble to perait etfeotiwe Ger.an ae-

r i al r eaonnaf s sanoe and t he aor e ef f e at i   e aaeoapl i ah. en t of the Geraan

boabardaent aissions.

The weather was deaidedly an ally of the British  dairalty.

Th ere i s one l a . t aoael u si on t o be dr awn f r oa a ou eYul s tudy oi

t he evaauat i on f i gure s ; acoordi ng to t he svur c e aat er i al s so f ar sTai l -

abl e , t he l ast Luf t  raf f e Bt t aoko wer e oar r i ed out on 2 Jun e . And i t

4e ea s l ogi oal t o a ssuae t hat t he s e wer e r eal l y t he l as t , ai noe on 3 Jnne

s l l 4vai l abl e Ira f twaf f e f or oe s u er e oonaent r at ed i n a l arge- soal e at t aelt
•

t a the ene und o anization aad the hrsnch sir-on Pasi., or ra her o ay Bro rg

cr aYt i ndu at ry l ooat ed i n t he ar ea am  u d Par i s . Dunki r k Ras uadi s turb-

ed on that ds y. It wa4 apparent tbat Ger.an ailitsry leaders believed

t he evacu at i on ac t i on to be oYer .

Churohill's  'igusea aake it clear beyond any doubt, horever, thst

es acua t i on operat i on s wer e . t i l l goi ng on on 3 a d 4 Jnne , and f ai rl y

- l ar ge- soal e ope r at i oa s , at t h at ; near l y 53, 040 t roopo cro s sed the

Channel to England during theae two dsyo. In other words, alaost lb +

oi t h e ower al l f o roe was saYed dvr i ng t he t wo l aot dsys of t ha oper at i on ,

and th i s wi thaut an,y i nt erf er enoe on t h e part oY t he Gei . an Luf t   af f e .

Snoae s s es and l os se s , ezpr e ss ed i n t er a s of f i gure r , u su,al l y ar eat e

no a or e t ba,n a s a par f i a i al pi at ur e of t he r e al ga i n ! . nd l o s s e s of e a oh

side.  ievertheless, they u e oapabla or eontributing to on evaluation

of the battle
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ao suoh . The Yur t her oonse que noe a of t he ae gai ns and l oaaes aus t t hen

be   udged f r oa anot her ot a.ndpoi nt .

In the beginaing, both aides tended to  udge the euaoeos of their

o per at i oa s i n t er a o Y t he r e sa l t s of a e r i al o oabat , • hi c h
,w 

deoi s i v e

for the outooae of Operation DY111Y0, in other  ords in teras of the nva-

ber o f en ea  r a i r ora f t oho t do wn . Yet ev en i f bot h s i d e a ha i r e l i ab l e

statiotics avsilable, theae .ould hardly be of  ruch help in reaohing a

definitive eTaluation. For experienoe has aho rn that sub eetiTe report4

of ' su c ae as e s aoh i ev e d ar e of t en Yur th er t i at or t . d by t he i n t er pr e t at i on
 

as s i gne d t o t hea f or psyoh ol vgi cal r easono oir r easona of propa ganda•

On t he Br f t i sh si de , . e h ave t he f o l l owi ng f i gur e s : dur i ng t he a i a e

day s of a er i al oo . bat i n t h e Dunki rk 4r e a,, t he 8 oy s 1   i r For o • l o at 10 6

fighter airor4ft and seventy-five pilots
35

. But this figure, aasu.ing

t hat i t i s oo r r e ot , r e f er s onl y t o t he l o as e a of th e "Fi ght i ng Coau nd" ,

und er t he Br i t i sh f i ght er oomr s nder , Dowdi ng . Fro   t he vsaci ou a g s r a an

 
s our o e s ao ai l abl e , i t i o o l e ar t h at t he x oy a l Ai r For a e ea p l oye d o t hs r

uni t s Qa we l l ov er t hi s s w e t a rg e t duri ng t he pe r i od i n qa s . t i on . On e

a e ra an f i ght er  ri ng , f or e=aapl e , r e oor ds t h e de s t r uot i on of t wo Hu rr i -

c ane s and t wo Wel l i ng t ona i n add i t i on t o t hat oi ' ai = Sp i t f i r e s dur i ng

thia per1od
36

.

J Br i t i oh aour ae oos par es t he abo. e l os s e s wi th Geraa n l oaae a f or t be

saa e pe#i od as f o l l o. s :

.

3 5   Che s t er  Ai l a o t , "Kaa pf ua E'ur opa " ( The Ba t t l e f or Ewr ope }
, Pag e 29 •

36 _ Ae co rdi ng t o t he r epor t of Gene r al a a  or s . D. I be l {wr i t t en af t er

t h e end o f t he war ) oo naern i ng t he empl oynen t of t he 2Tt h Si ngl e -

Engine Fighter 111ng, YIII Air Corps. Karlsruhe Docuaent Colleation.
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--  -
"i'hey (i.e. the Britieh fighter unita - the author) dertroyed

ei t - f i ve Ger . au ai r cr a,f t i n t he ar ea of Dunlci rk , aad   ot her6h  

. e,rent y- f i t s el se  her e ; t b. ae   oc e rae a oont ri but ed aat er i al l y i

t e t he auooe aai 'al eut oo  re ot Operat i on D'YNAI[0 . N37  

t r r ©e
38 i nd i oat ea t h e f o l l oRi n f i gur e a f or 1 Jnne al one s  l not her Bri i ah au 8

ths Hoyal lfx f'oroe loot thirty-one siraraft; aaaording to  era.a re-  

por t s , t ea 8 r i t i . h f i ght er s and n i a e t e en boa be r a wer s aho t do r a , and . n

add i t i onal t h i r t e en ai r cr a f t s er i ou,  l y daa  g ed .
i

Aa far a. the Geraaa aide ia conaerned, ro far there ia no reliable
•

  af i abl e ei t her of l oes e a or of aucaeaae a aohi ev ed. Oae ofauns ar y a ,

t he doeus en t a avai l abl e oonoern. t 21e ea pl oy  e nt of t he I I Li r Corpa oa

27 y ,  194039
  pn t hi s par t i vnl  uc ds,y , acoor di ng to t h e war D3,arT cf

I
the I I 1 i r Cvrp. , a t ot al of f ort  -ai x ene ayr ai r eraf t • aa ahot dorn.

Thia .aaeeao by the a rsan unit• waa balaneed by the follorring loaaeat

t went y- t hs e e ai r craf t t ot al l y de at roye d, ai xt y- f our ar e r   eaber . ai a ef ng ' 

  i n aot 3©n , and aeven ar e. ne abi r s r ounded .

  nrt heraor e , i t i r ol e ar t hat t he di r e boaber. of t he YI I I di r

Corp a au,f f er ed Tsry bi gh l oar e a; eza ot 4t at i at i aa ar e una. ai l abl e .  !I

The offiaial onoosssea and loaaer figure. of tbe Rahraaoht H3gh Cv -

. aad repor t r , whi ah , af eour ae , ooul d be eo. pi l ed f or t he per i od i n  
I

queatioa, appear to be too

37 _   a t he book , The War at 9 . a 1 3  - 19 45 , by Capt af n S.   I. 8oaki l l ,

Loadon, 1954  p  e 218.
38 - "Hi st ory of t he 3eoond Tor l d   ar ", Uni t e d gi ngdoi llLi l i tary Bar i e r ,

' "Tlme War i n IRranoe and i a Fl andr e a 1939- 194C"•

39 - d rePort by Dr. x. Baw gart, of I ue,rzburg
(Karlnruhe Doe seat Col-

leotioa}.
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9I. Conclusion and Appr 

I nv e a t i g a t i on of t he "Dun k i r k I n t e r l u d e " f r oa t ha Ger , an p o i nt of r i ew,

i . e . f ro a t he po i nt of v i ew of t h e Ger man Lu f t wa f f e , auat be ba aed on t he

e=perience -- and leasona of experience -- detailed in the following

points:

1 } For t h e f i r a t t i . e , t h e l i a i t a t i on a of t h e Lu f t rra f f e wer e c l e az -

ly revealed . Sinae 1 September 1939, the Luftwaffe had chalked

u p one ouac e as a f t e r t h e o t h e r - - due , i n par t , t o t h e f a c t t h a t

i t h a d al way s be en d ea l i ng . i t h a n ene s y ai r f or e e whi ch wa a
•

i nf er i or t o i t a el f .

  ow, f o r t h e f i r at t i a e , t h e Ger man Lu f t wa.f f e wa a f a e ed wi t h an

en ea ,p who ae s i r f o r ae a wer e at l ea at a a go od and , un l er a er t ai n

ai r cua ot sn e e a , ev aa bet t er t h an i t s o. n .

2} For t he t'i r s t t i ae , t he Lu f t wa #'f e wa a oont r ont ed by a a i aaf on

beyoml ita atrengtb -- the taak ot' carrying out alone an aetion

• de s i gne d t o c ou n t er an enen y oper a t i on i n wh i eh a l l t hr e e ars e d

f or e e br anch e a of t h e ene . y p ar t i ci pa t ed .

Du e t o t he f e c t t h a t t h e Lu r"t wa 2 f e " f a i l ed " i n t hi a a i a ai on ,

the aura of invincibility which had aurrounded it ao far waa

ahaken -- froa the point o#' view of both sidea. The paycholo-

g i c al i mpl i oa t i ona o f t h e a i r oper a t i ona a t Dunk i rk wer e c l e ar-

l y ag ai n ot t he Ger uan Lu f t   a f f e .
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wi t hou t i nt er r upt i on ; t he Luf t . a t't'e had no oh anc e t o t e l az b e-

tween thes.

9 nd i n t he ov er al l Lu i'twaYf e empl oy   e n t f or al l t hr e e oper at i on o,

it waa the coaaitment in Operation DIIAKIBK which reeulted in the

f   we e t  ruc c e s pe s and t he hi ghe at l o s s e e .

6   I n v i ew of t h e f a c t o at a t ed ab ov e , t he c o  i t s e n t ot' t h e Luf t waYf e

againet Operation DYNA dO muot be viewed aa one or the deciaive

factore in the equally uneuaceeeful eaployaent of aer  n sir

unita in the Battle oi Britain , whioh begq.n a few weeko later . 

Thi a or i t i c i oa , ba aed on a h i at o r i c al ev a l ua t i on of th e si t uat i on ,

  y b e bi t t er . On t h e o th er hand , i t i s n. t di r e at ed ag ai nat t he Luf t -

a a f f e a a auah , i . e , t he Luf l  ra t  f e l eader e at t he f r ont and t he t r oopo

under t hei r op  nd . The ee f vr e e e gav e t h ei r al l dur i ng ti he ni ne day s

aompr i s i ng Oper a t i on DY tAMO; t h ey di d t he i r v er y be at ; and - - t'r om

their point of view, -- they emerged aa victors.
•

From the very beginning, there were two elemento which were decided-

ly againat them -- the weather and the eea. Both of theoe elemento

oeemed to be on the eide of the Britiah.

I n r e ape at t o t hs t o l l owi ng po  n t a, howev e r , t h e t op- l ev e l l e ade r e

of t he Luf twa i'f e wer e at i'au l t - - i ne
 

Yeuc a e ons c an apeak of "f au l t " at

al l :

1) The Luf twa t'f e ha d be en a s a i gne d - - al one - - t o a mi oai on who +  e

acaompliahm® t by a eingle armed forcee branch wae clearly im-

po a ai b l e ; t he Luf twa f f e oou l d no t po,  e i b l y be i n a po +  i t i on

t o br i ng i t t o a eu c cs eaft i l ao ncl u si on .

The pr i mar y r e a s on t or t he f a i   ur e of t he Luf't waf f e wa o t he
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f a c t t ha t t he   r tqy had b een br aught t o a hal t - - r egar dl e s a o t

t he r ea aons t her ef or .

2) The pw cely Continenta  thinking of Hitler and Qoering waa to-

tally incapable of coping with the potential naval countormea-

Quree of ths greateat aea poRer in  he world.

3 ) The ov er e s t i ma t i on of t be ef f e c t i v ens e a of t h e Ger ma a Luf t waf f e

on t he par t of Ger men mi l i t ary l e ader e • a s augment e d by t he i r

un der e e t i ma t i on of t he ot r i k i ng power of t he Br i t i sh ai r un i t a .

4 ) Ger man mi l i t ar y l eader s f a i l e d t o r ecogn i   e , e i t h er bef or e ,
•

dur i ng , or af t er Oper at i on DYNAMO, t he t r emandou a • oop® of t he

operation as far ae the prepent waa coacerned, and the enor aouo

potential it represented for the future. They celebrated a

victory which , in reality, waa a failure.

5) I n aummar y , t he "de c i ai v e bl ow" ag ai nst t be Br i t i ah we.e br ok e n

off pr®maturely because the German mili ary leadere aonsidered

  the future politica  target, Psria, more important than the

preaent military target, Dunkirk.
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CHdP!  YB Y

The h  an al o  n t of t be  a i r or s f t l r t i l l er9 Cor ws
,
 

Tbe as oi gome nt of t wo s nt i a i r ar   t s r t i l l er y aor ps i a t be Ye s t ,

aaaelJ in the grea oovered b  Lnft.affe foroes, represented aa "iamova  - -  I

t i oa f s om t h e poi n t of v i ew of or gani s a t i on a a wel l ao f r c -o t he poi nt o

of v i e. of s t ra t . g r end t a ot i a o" .
l   

 I
  r ® r emai n. t he qu • at i on of how ef f e ot i ve t he emp l oyms nt of

these f or ae. tvrned ou t to be .
•

# t t hi g t bs f rame. orlc of t he pre sent s t udr , we s r e conoer aed l e ott

 ri t h a det ai,l ed r epor t of t he ooami t sa nt of t he t rro an t i s i r as af t ar t 31-

ler r aorp. than with a smm ary o  the etperieno• gained, esperienas

whi oh osn per h4pr b e appl i e d t o t he ft i tu r e . I n aiyr oas e , t he l arok of

a1dequste eoarae saterial maka. it impoasible to pressnt a deta ,l.d
 

pi ot nr e of t h e i a  - by- da y oper a t i on. of t he t wo cor pa.   'or al l we ha re

sws i l ab l e ar e t he doaamsn t s p®r t ei ni n8 t o t he I I dn t i s i r ar a f t i r t i l l s r  r

7 2
- Eor p . - - a oos pl et e ool l eot i os of "oper s t i oa al or der s" .

 tsveact hel s s s , the s e or dee . s re a   ra l uabl e sonr ce i n t h at t hv  pr o-

t i de a bas i s f r oa wh i oh we aaa r eaons t rnot t he f ozmnl a t i on o! a i.s i oa s , .

.
t he bo+  y of azper i enae gai nsd , and t he pr i n oi pl e s of ooms t t  rant f ol l ow 

ed. bf

i - St r dy oa t he Caa pai.gn i a t h e T es t , Par t I , Chspt er  F . Thi s ohapt or

dss l o e chau si i vs l   wi fih t g o or gs ni $at i on of t he t ,ro Corps and wi t b

t be e i .   oma aos i g se d t o th. m.
2 - "I I . Fl at - lCor ps - Ops r at i oa sbef ehl e • Y. t  l adbaoh - Loi r e - 10 . 5. 1940 .

- ZS. 6 . 1940"   The I I l nt i ai r ar a f t   r t i l l e r y Cor ps - Oper at i oa4al Or -

dsr s - l  •a l   rdbaoh«hoi r e - 10 lL  194o t ht ough a8   a ns 1940" • Tn 

su t hor . a• gY'an t od eaos as t o t b e or i gi n al doa as ea t a by Gea sr al obs r . t

s . D. Ds ssl oab (    b- Har l 4ohf ng) , f ormer oommanai ng 6 ener s l o! t he

I I l nt i s i.r o  aYt Lr t ia ]eQr T Car ps .
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bot h snt i ai r araf t art i l l e ry oorpo. Apar t f rom t he i ndi . i dual Tar i at i ons

di at at ed by per sonnel make- up , t sc t i oal r equi r ement s , a;nd l ooal condi -

t i ons , i t oan be as same d t hat t hese pr i nci pl e s  eus t have be en wal i d f ot

bot h corps .

This ohspter, then, deals with the employmeat of the II  ntiair.raft

Ar t i l l er Co a *her eb t he part muat s erve f or th e whi l ®. Bat , t e )cf ngY 3'P , Y

t hi a i nt o oonsi dea  at i on, t he ez t ez nat f eo t or s r epr e s en t ed by i ndi v i dual

depl oyment and aonmai t ment do not pl ay a dec i ai ve rol e - - or , i f t hey

do, then oaly in eo far as they are neoessary in establishing the fraaQe-
'

work 8n rhioh the bady of ezperience is baeed.  

Yoreov er , ao s t t ea pt has been made i n the f o l l owi ng aocouat t o di e-

tinguish between the oomsitment of the Corpe (and the ozperienoe gained

thereby) daring the firat phase of operations (Operation ?ELLOw  an+d  he

eecond phase of operatior e(Operation 8 D). Inetead, the method of com-

nitment and the ezperience gaiaed during employment are eummarised for

-- turall in chronolo aal order.
 

the entire offensioe in the   est na y Si

llthough this approach ie contradictory to the overall planning of the

work and the organization of e b3ect matter eo far followed, it eeeme

 uatified here because we are dealing with a eeparate, epeofaliged

pY a se of t he comai t e ent of t he Luf twaf f e . I t i a f ubt her   uet i f i ed by

the oiroumetanoe that the rea11  eignifioant body of e=perieaoe .as

gsthersd during the first phase of operetions an d was only enbatantiated

and anpplemented dmring the eocond phase of the offeneive.

la s result, the following chapter .ill be divided into the follo -
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eubsections 

l. The II Antiaircret't Artillery Corps during Operation YELLO  .

B. The II Antiaircra.t't brtillery Corpa during Operation SED .

C. Ths Body of Ezperience Gathered during the Campaign in the

 eet.

•

'
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  -_-

  l . The I I J  tt i ai r ar ef t dr t i l l srr C
,o  pa diar i n  Ooerat i on.

TBLIeOT

I . 2he Or   i s at i oa oY t he I I Lut i ai r ara Yt l rt i l l er  0  »•   10 l4  -
'  I

30 Ya1r 1940)

.

Comssaadi Gsner al c Gener al ma,j or De sel oah (Gene ral   er Fl i eger }nB

t f s Col onel 6SC   fetif f er Ober at i er ! 'l ak}Chi ei of S af ( ) {

Oper at i ons Of   i oer : ][a  or (G3C) Torbr ngg (Ya  or der Fl ak}

I
.

IIa it   ,

"Yi z ed Bat t sl i on l l di ng er " Qnder t he oc anrand v  t l,e I I l at i -

e i r ora f t 1r t 11l err Caorp. a  t e r 11
I
I 

 
• nfader t hs ooaa4ad of t he 241st 'i  4Y .

l nt i ai rcraf t Art i l l e  fl egi s eat f rom  

. 13 Ys  t hs ough 19 l[.  r.  
.

201s t l nt i  ti rora.f t 4r t i l l er  Cot pr i ei.ng t he I I Gronp, 2f t l` l nt i - ;
8 egi s ea t ai r ar s f t Ar t i l l ery 8egi e eat ; t h. I  _

 

Group,
dth latiairaraft lrtillssy Be-

g i me nt { e f t s r l   l [q } , t be 'fl i z s d

n8'Battalion dldi er" (from 13-19 Yr y);

the 7 d Light Latistroraft lrtillerr3

Bat t er r ( af t sr 21 1taY) i s ti d, t he i  
  

Grou 6 th   tiairaraft drtillsr p  4
8 egi s ea t (af t es 29 I[af }

.

1©3d dnt i ai roraf t l rt i l l er   Co®pri s i ng t hs I Gro  p, Tt h l nt f ai r 

g qg3,aaot ( a],ro eal l e l. t h e araf t Lr t i l l er  8 egi meat ; t he IT

N a •M 1 Goer $a ent " aroup, Gensr el Goer i n  Se g i aent ,Gen era i ng 8'  }

the I Group, "G.neral Goering Ssgi-

rs nt " ( xnti 1 l 5 l[q  } ; and t he 74t h

" 1,i gh t dnt i s i ror af t   r t i l l e  r Bs t t er 
(af t sr 23 Y. , } •

datisiroraft drtillear  Segi- Compriaing ths II Group, 43d lntisir-

sient "he,ear"
tuntil 21 YgY)

4
araft lrtillsry 8egiasnt (seaigned to

t hs 202d Begi aeat ae of 21 ][a  y ; t he

I Gm up, b4t h l nt i ai r ar af t dr t i l l er f

Begiment (assigned to ths 201st 8sgi-

eea t s e oY 29 8 41 ) i an  t h. T3d Light
Aat i ai rara f t l r t i l l sry Bat t er7 ( s as i ga-

sd t o t he 201st 8 sgi eeat as of 21 ILe i} .
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Ez 1ana t i ons and Comm  t s

1 ) The or g ani z at i onal st ruc tu r e of t he Ant i a i rc ra f t Ar t i l l ery Cor p s

he,s be en r econ s t r uc t ed on t he ba s i e of t he ope r a t i ona l or der a of

t he I I Ant i a i r cr a f t Ar t i l l e ry Cor ps ; t h er e wa s no o f f i c i al or g an-

i z a t i ona l ch ar t f or t ha t per i od av ai l ab l e . The da t a pre s ent ad

hav e be en car ef ul l y ahe cke d , howev er , and may b e oons i der ed r e-

l i ab l e .

2) The An t i a i r c ra f t Ar t i 1 1er y Cor p s x a s subj ec t t o co n et ant change s

i n et r eng th and c ompo s i t i on . The mos t i mpor t ant change s e f f e c t e d

_ t he mont h of ms wer e t he f o l l o ri ng :dur i ng y

a ) 19 l s y s t he "DQi a ed Ba t t a l i on   l di ng er " wa s a s ai gaed t o t he

I Ant i ai r ara f't Ar t i l l e r y Cor p a

b ) 1 9 lday : t he 6 t h l nt i s i r cra f t Ar t i l l er y Re gi ment wa e wi t h-

drawn and assigned to the YI Air District Command

f or t he ai r de f e ns e o f t he oc cupi e d ar ea e

• c ) 19 May s t he 20 2d Ant i ai re r a f t 6r t i l l er y He g i men t wa s pl a c e d

und er t he co rnme.nd of t he Cor pe

d} 21 May: The Antiaircraft Artillery Regiment "Laaer" was de-

a c t i v at ed and.
i t s el eme nt s a ss i gne d t o t he ot h er

r eg i ment a .

3) At t he beg i nni ng of t he o f f enai v e , i . e . on 14 T la y , t he ope r at i onal

s t r eng t h of t he I I 9 nt i ai r cra f t   r t i l l er y Cor p a was e a f o l l o. s :

201at LAA Regiment: l heavy battery ; - light batteriee

10 3d AAl Heg i men t s 3 heavy b at t er i ea ; - l i gh t ba t t er i e e

d
,
AA $egiment "Lasar": 2 heavy batteriee; 1 light battery

6t h   Re  i me nt : 3 heav3r ba t t er i e s ; 2 l i g ht ba t t er i e a

Totals: 9 heavy batteriea; 3 light batteriea.

I n compar i aon t o t h e pl a nn ed et r eng t h of' t he Cor p e a s of 20

February
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1940
5
, the above figuree repreaent a considerable reinforcement

of t h e f i gh t i ng pot  er of t he I I .Ant i ai r cr a f t Ar t i l l ery Cor ps .

4 } The ma j or i t y of t he i nt e rn al chang e a wh i ch t ook pl a c e du ri ng t he

c our ae of t h e of f ens i v e we r e di c t at ed by t a c t i c al r equ i r ement s ;

the regiments were made up to meet the specific missions asaign-

ed to them. If, in the preceding organizational table, certain

gr oup8 ar e no t t o be f ound under a sp ec i f i c r e gi mr,n t an a c er t ai n

day , t hi s i s be cau ae t hey e er e t empor ar i l y di r ec t l y s ubor di na t e

t o t he Cor ps f or t he ac compl i shmen t of ape c i a l mi s s i on 8 .

!
5} The ma.x i mum st r eng t h o f t he I I Ant i a i r cra r t   r  t i l l ery Cor ps , a t

the end of the first phase of the offensive, was eleven heavy and

three light batteriee.

6} The preceding organizational table of the II Antiaircraft Artillery

Corps includes only those units involved in combat (heavy and

ligbt batteries}.

• The o rg an i z at i on o f t he s e rv i ce ag enci e s ( t he s i gnal co mmuni c a t i one

and supply systema} may be eeen in Part I of the "Study on the l est"

(Chapter Y and Appendie 28). It was impogsible to determine whe-

t her and , i f s o , to wha t ea t ent t he s e ag enc i e a wer e r e or gan i z ed

wi th i n t he f r amewor k o f t lx r e i nf o r c eme nt of t he Cor pe bet we e n

Fe br uar y an d Ma,y 1940 .

I I . The ]  i .e s i ons and r mpl oy ment of t he Ant i ai r cr a f t Ar t i l l e rsr Cor p_a

The missiona theoretice.
lly assigned to the AntiaircraY't Ar-

tiilery Corps in the beginning
6
were expanded coneidersbly in

practice until they embraoed a multitude of potential methods of

empl oyme nt , met hoda wh o s e po s si b l e appl i ca t i on o f t en f i r e t b e-

ceme c l ear wi t h i n t he f r amework o t' t he c omba t mi as i one car r i ed

ou t by t he Army , wi t h t h e s hi f t s i n empha s i s
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5 - See Part I, Chapter   and l ppendix 28.
6 - See Part I, Chapter Y .

_

•
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and the irequent alternatione in pointe of main effort whiah they

eatailed.

Hat her t han s t t e mpt i ng t o pr e s ent an a c oount of t he de t ai 1 ed, day -

by-d y employment and engagements of tlse II lntiaireraft drtillery

Co rpe - - whi oh u oul d , i n a xqr aa s e , be f ar t o o . o l umi nou s f or t he pr e•

sent stuiy --, the following eection will try to break down the firet

par t of t he o f f e nsi 4 e i n t h e We s t i n t o spe oi f i e pha e e s whi oh   er •

chat ao t er i e t i c f or t he eo pl oTment of t he ant i a i r are.f t ar t i l l e ry f or -

o e s . Car ef u l s t uc  of t he ec t i v i t y dur i ng t he ee pha ee e wi l l t hs n
 

e for ue to dsduoe the gradual development of an o er-naks i t po es i bl

al l poi nt of mai n sf f or t .

In order to be able to understend elearly the employment of the II

i nt i ai r ar a f t Ar t i l l e ry Cor p e , t he r eader mus t be a aqua i n t e d • i t h t he

oparat i on s o f t he l r aqr, ape ai f i c al l y d th t bo ae of t he Foar t h and

Si z t h i r mi e e . , ka owl edge of t he s e ope rat i on e i s an i a di epea s abl e

• pr er equi s i t s t o oompl et e under s t s ndi ng of t be oommi t aent of t he an-

t i ai rora f t ar t i l l ery uni t s
T

.

I n or der t o al ar i f y t he at ar t i ng po i at ox oper at i one , l et u B r e f er

f i r s t of al l t o a  nap s ho ri ng t he ope r at i onal headqua r t e r s of t he I I

l n t i ai r cra f t hr t i l l e ry Cor ps dur ix g t he f i r et pha s e of t he oYf ens i v e

i n t he We s t ( Ope ra t i on YPLI+aN) ; t h e l oc a t i ona ha. e be en r e aon s t r u,c -

t e  f r oa t hs ope ra t i ona l or de r a of t he Cor pa
B

. I a g ener al , t hs s e

l oaat i ons a l eo s er v e t o i ndi oat e t he ov er al l di r e ot i on of t he a e t i -

v i t y of t he Cor ps . The nap al s o ehowe t he l i ne s of adv ano e of t he

Fourth and Sizth lrmiea, wi#.h whiah the II Antieiroraft irtillery

Corps uorked Yery closely.

The.sea
tion  usi belo r deals iith the phases diecernible in the

empl oyment of t he Cor pe , phase e whi ch - - ae ehaul d be et at ed at t he
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outaet -- aould  u.t hare well been preeented in quite different

ordsr.

7 - T  e map aol l ec t i ons of t he i rmy Hi Bh Commaad, ar d t he boak by s i pps l e-

lci rah pr ovi de t h e be et euu ari e e of t he operat i ona oY the i r  y .

8 - See lppsndiz 72.

 

•
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•1) Deplolment, Breakthrough. and Jdvanoe -- from the beginaing of lia,

until 14 Yay (breakthrough through the enemy border fortifications,

oros s i ng t he Yen ee , and oont i nui ag we st al ong t hs  deu.ee t o suppo rt

t he ope r at i ons of t he 8is t h 4rm y)  

In the beginning, the primary miesion wae the proteation oi the

Army and t he Qerman gr ou  org eni zat i on agai n st ene Hpr ai r at t 4o]t

pr i or t o t he begi nni ng of t ] e of f ens i Te . The I I Ant i s i r oraf t i r t i l -

l ery Cor ps . as depl oye d i n t be ar ea of lltSnoh ea- Gl a dbaoh.

wi t h t h e beg i nni ng of t ]tie of f ea si v e , t he aqf or i t y of t he Cor ps
 

_ wds aae i d t o i t e at t he li eus e oros oi nt e ( par t i oul ar l ySnd pr   8 p

l[aaetriaht3 and the oroesfng pointe o.er the ilbert Canal. On 12

l[e,y Corps onits turned baok an attack by British bombers on the

bri dg es ; t he Qer®an ar t i l l ery be t te r i e s mane ge d t o bri ng dows

bs tween t hi r ty and f or ty enemy air araf t .

  apl oyed i n ooardi nat ed oper at i on s wi th t he Si z t h i rn y ( espea-

i al l y wi th t he IY and t he %YI Paazer Cor pe) , t l rs I I l nt i 4l r cr af t•

llrtillery Corps helpsd to ward off the firat enemy taak araaulte,

enpported the infantry ia the ground fighting, and provided oovsr

for the lroy artillery againat enemy air attaak.

d s t he o f f ene i v e pr o gr e s aed , t he c oo rdi na t i on b s t ws en t he   nt i -

Airaraft dstillery Corpe and the Ars y fpartioularly ths panaer

nnit.) gradually gre r surer and, consequently, smoother.

Towar da t he end of t hi s phe .ee , t he v nt i ai rors f t hr t i l l er! Cor po

ws s al eo as si gned t he t a sk of ptb t eat i ng t he In  f twaf f e advanae

s i rf i el ds i n t hs ar ea we st of t 2» Ysu ee .

2) Th s Ldvanae - - f rom 14 t hrongh 17 1[ay (by t he eTeni ng of 14 Ye,y ,

t he Si z t h Ot  T had r ea ahe d t he 11ne ez t endi ng f rom i sr rahot Ti a

  a poi nt s as t of L  . ren
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t o t he D  rl e pos i t i oa . . dt ot   s  r s   on 17   T  t he   l e pa  i t i oa
,

  s s vapt nr ei , as i oa t h e w  e daf t he 1raT a d• aaa. d as f ar aa t  .
  ,

    u s sel a s r ea   s . .- -
• Th s Corps   pot at ot aai n et f or t l ay i n t hs sapport ot t hs arl-

,
i

  aao. aud a   s   oal t o! t he .  i s t h l r   , speai i i os l l   t hos • of t he •

r I

,
  17I Panoer Carpt and of the IY and 3Z Paa er avrps.

 

_    ithia this po at oP aain effort, the e®phaals la  o  isterrea-  
 ,. I

.
. t i oa i a the grorooai t i ght i   . Snsay t s nlcs oer e de s t r oTe i , w d a

l
i

  •   I
J s aab  e ot a eeqt e 'ir or. t t . hot dvn   . ._

_ _
sr t i l l ss   ^̀

 ;1  
 

e   t he   tbs rd-   i
_ .

  t t hi a poi at a ner ari oai on  rs e i a t roduaed, naa 1    b̀o .,  .
    a ea.t of ens rr  f i e l d f .or t i l i aat i os a s nd t hs bel e. goer i a  (vi t h di L  'I

r eot Yi r .   ot t he i a et al l at i or e oa]  i ng -up For t r e es Li ege (an 16
, 

- -   
. . .       • -   . .,

J f ai r  r st r ong s l ea eat o  t he Corpe ( t ] . r e i  tf or oei   t h   t i -
-

,
- s,i s  r af t̀ j = t i l l er,y

8 sg i msat ) Mas st i l l ooa npi ei   i t h i t e as ef ga  : 

m.nt of pr   t . ot i ng t he Yeus e br i dg s e snd t he   l bert Ca eal or os s3u   
 

 

poi s t e aeas I[aas t r i cht f roa en.   ai r at t aa  snd of prot i di ng

   
  ooTer f or t he La i t   af f e ad  anoe ni r f i e l i s ..

3    i   t he P. cri  oi t r oa 17   2
_.

 
__
  t h e br e s ]cthrough l r . i e s  

 
 
     

pashed t sir i yr through to the Qbsaa.l ooast; oa 2a Y ,y,
thsir

 

a i .. aace s l ea e tt . r eaohed t h e s ea   u st -nor t h of the 3oaae . :
,,_,

` c a 19 YaT s   t her . af t er , i n addi t i on to i.t s eelppo=t ot t h e
   

91z t h Lr  , t hs I I dni i ai rora f t Lr t i l l ery Cor p s v ae s s si   ed i t s
:

f i r et r i aei oas i n ee.ppor t of t be Fon rbh l rm  , whi oh   as bs ari ag

, ,•
•I

t he bsu sct of oper ot i aa s .   t t hs saae t i ae , s o t he Cor p. bogau
. -

  , ,,
I

ite rele.p
loyae t lroa the srea o  tbe       Y ' o t  t ot the

  'o  r t h i re  , s nadber c i  r egr oupi n8 s t oo Cpl aae d thi a t he Cor pe .

  T is r a lepl o  a  t aa t i ou i as ol os el T ooordi nat ed  ri t h t lu wt t h-
 . _

r  . _ ,
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drawal of panzer units from the area of' the Sizth Army and their

t r sn s f er t o t he ar e a of t he Four t h g r n p ( t b e a e s au l t f or c e ) Pur -

ther south .

•

•
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Whf l e t he s e act i ons  rer e i n pr ogr e s s , t   e mai n t aak of t he I I

Ant i ai r cra f t dr t i l l ery Cor ps Ras t o prov i de pr ot ect i on f or t h e   rnqy

marohing oolum,ns egainst enemy air attack.

On 20 l ay , t he r edepl oy are nt oper at i on oo n t i nue d . Fr om t h i e po i nt

on, the II  ntiaireraft  rtillery Corps reetricted ite support in

the form of fnterveation in ground fighting to the Fourth  rmy

( t he 7CV, %VI , and ] %XI X Panzer Corps i n par t i cul ar ) .

As a result of its redeployment, the II Antiaircraft  rtillery

Corpe had left the operational area of Army Group B and moved into
•

that  f Army Croup A.

This fundsmental ehange in operational area and , with it, the

e ri t ch f r om c oor d i nat i on .ri t h one Ar my Gr oup t o c oor di na t f oa  ri t h

tha other xae obviously deaided by a superior headquartere (presum-

ably by the Nehrmsaht High Command); the ordere were isaued by the

Seeond iir F1eet.

  In thie new phaee -- in addition to covering the Army marahing

aol umn s - - ar t i   l er y st  ppor t of t he Ar u y Co rpa on t he gr ou nd x as

aocorded primary importance, while at the same time the Ormy ground

oper a t i ona x e r e pro t eo t ed e gai n st e n my s i r at t a c k . The ar e a of

main emphasie xae that in xhich the Panser Corps xere operating .

On 19 ]  y , t he mi s s i on of pr o t ec t i ng t he Luf t x af f e g  und org a ni -

zation installations and the threatened l[eu ee crvsaing points came

t o an end f or a l l pr ac t i ca l pu rpos e a , si nc e t he YI Ai r Di s t r i o t Com-

mand then assumed responaibility for air defense in the oeoupied

areae, i.e.
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east of t he l i ne Aer sohot - Ti rl emont - DTamur - Di nen t - I  Zmay ( i n-

cluding the towna). The unita from the Antiaireraft Artillery Corpe

previously aharged with this miesion (the reinforaed 6tb Antiair-

ar af t A,rt i l l ersr Beg i ment ) wer e t ransf er r ed t o t he c ammsnd of t he YI

 ir Diatrict Command. They were replaaed by the newly assigned 202d

Ant i ai r araf t Ar t i l l ery Be gi ment 9
.

4} The Period between 21 wid 23     - During thie period the moet im-

portant task for the Antiaircraft Artillery forcea tas to provide

proteation egainst enemy air attaek for the Arn y at eertain oriti-

'
oal po i nt a a l ong t he adv ana e r out e ( ne ar Landr ee i e s and Cambr a i , f o r

ezsmple). In addition, the antiaireraft artillery bstteriea .ere on

ooaatant alert sgainst poasible enemy tank saeaulta. Furthermors,

a nvmb er of wai t e wer e empl oyed i n t he hel eaguer i ng of t he eneaAy

f or t i i i aat i one around 1[anbeuge .

Finally, by 23 Yay, the point of main effort had ebifted al arly

•
to the providing of protection of the Ar y units egainet enemy tank

an d ai r at t aa k , f or i n th e me an t i me e ne my s i r ac t i v i t y had beaome

mo r a l i v e l y and Br i t i ah ai r a t t a c ks ha d be en c ar r i ed ou t ag ai a et

German marahing aolumns along the Channel coaet.

During this period it was pri®arily the iI, YIII, ZTI, and XXXIX

Paaser Corps whiah reaeived support f  m the Ontiaircrai't Jlrtillery

Corps.

After 22 l[a,y
the military aituation was euch that ths pinaer ring

ar ound t he eneo y f or c e e be twe en t h e Cba nne l ao a at and t he Ger ms n

armiea advaneing through Belgium was being inezorably olosed -- the

t ot al de e t r uot i on of t he en al o s ed en emy f or ee s wa e b egi nni ng . The

ma j or i t y of t he Ger ms n Four t h g r  qy wa s c ar ry i n8 out a l ar g s - s e a l e

a e aau l t t os ar ds t h e no r t h , whi l e t h e r ema i nder c ov er ed t he at t ac k
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9 - See t hs "organi s   t i onal t ab l e" of t he # I I l nt i s i r ora Pt i r t i l l ery Cor pe

i n 5ec t i oa I of thi a C}e pt er - • t he ae ai gn®eat of t he 6  h   at i a3r or as't

  r t i l l erf fl eg i . ent t o t he YI   i r Di s t r i ct Coevns n l .
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5) 24 I aY marked the Beginning of a Phase of Double Liissions

Dur i ng t h e pr epa ra t i one f o r and t he ex e cu t i on of t he ba t t l e o f

encirclement in nprthern France and Flanders, the II Antisircraft

6 r t i l l c ry Cor ps pr vvi d ed suppor t f or t he at t a ok o f t he Ar ©y t owar d s

the narth, while a smaller number of' batteriee were assigned to

support operations in the south (namely the support of units of

the Fourth Army along the Somme sector between gmiens and Peronne .

Here, for the fir at time (as or 28 1 ay, along the Somme sector near

lmiens
10)

, the artillery batteriee supported not only the Fourth
•

but also the newl assi ed Ninth ArAI'mY Y 8'n m.Y•

This meant that the TI Antiaircraft Artillery Corps was dis pa-

ted over a fairly large aurea and was lending a helping hand on two

diametrically opposed fronts; as a result, the command function wa®

fa,r more difficult then had been anticipated.

On 28 May t he s i t ua t i on wa s bv ch t ha t t he ma   or i t y of t he Four t ,h

• Army , i n co or di nat ed o per a t i o a e wi t h t he Si a t h Arm y , wa s c ar ry i ng

out an attack t  rards the north in order to help destroy the en-

e i r c l e d en emy ar mi e s ( e i ght dnt i a i r cr a r't ar t i l l ery ba t t er i e a we r e

empl oy ed i n euppor t of th i s a.c t i o n , t h e i r g e ogr aphi c al poi nt of

main effort in the area northweat of Lille), while elemente of the

Four t h end Ni nt h Ar mi e s he l d t h e s ou t her n t'ro n t , whi ch f o l l owed t he

line Abbeville - Amiens - Peronne - Laon (five antiaircratt artillery

batteriea were employed with the Fourth Army alvng this eector, with

their point of main etfort in the Amiens area).

As t'ar as employment wae concerned, the emphasis wae divided be-

tween enemy tank assaults and enerc y air attack .

10 - On 26 May, for ea ample, three-fourths of the antiairaraft artillery

units were being employed in oi'fensive operations towards the north,

while one-fourth were occupied with defensive operations in the south .
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Ae early aa 29 May the II Antiaircraft Artillcry Corps began to

r egr oup i t s Yor ce s and shi f't ed i t a poi nt of mai n ef f vrt t o def en-

s i ve ope rat i ons i n t he sout her n s ec t or .

Oa 30 M  r t he t'i r e t pha ee oi ' t he of f en s i v e i n t hc YVe s t c ame t o

an}  end wi t h t he succ e s s f u l co nc l u si on of t he bat t l e o i ' enc i r c l ement

i n Fl a nder e and Ar t o i s .

The II Antiaircrart Artillery Corpe then undertook the final re-

depl oy me nt of i t s un i t s f or th e s e coa d pha s e o t ' t he o f f enei v e . Al l

i t s f 'o r c e s Rer e o c cupi ed i n def en e i v e oper a t i on s s g a i n et enemy t exil c

' a t t e+ek s a l on t h e de f ene i v e t ro nt t owar ds t he eou t h .and air $

Th e a nt i a i r c r af t ar t i l l er y bat t er i es s uc c e eded i n war di ng of f

al l enemy a t t a ok e t ak i ng pl a c e du r i ng t he da,y e i mn,ed i a t e l y r'o l l owi ng .

I I I . The Comma,nd F'un a t i on

Duri ng t he ent i r e oour s e o f t he of f ea s i v e i n t he We at , t he I I

Ant i ai r cr af t Ar t i l l ery Cor pe ( Comma ndi r g Gener al Gencr al ma  or De s e-

•
loah) remained subordinate to the Second Air Fleet (Commander General

der Flieger Keaselring) in all respects, i.e. a.
bove all in respect

to operational employment.

Whi l e t he I I Ant i ai r cr a i  t Ar t i l l e r y Cor ps - - a s i ndi c e t ed by t he

  p
ll

_- kept on moving to.s.rda the test at a more or leas rapid

pace in keeping with the advance of the Army end wae foreed to think

ezclu sively in terme of lrmy operations, thc Second Air Fleet re-

ma fn ed f ar b ehi nd t he f ro nt , f u l l y o c cupi e d wi th t he wagi ng of s t r a-

tegic air wart'are in the entire area

11 - See Appendia 72.
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,: -
to follow the fighting front ae closely as possible, in order to

be available to take over air defense miasions and the protection of

the ground  rgsaieation iastallatione at the eerliest poasible moment,

thne relieving the fighting unite for further assignmeat elatwhere.

Otherwise, the lir Fleet had no alternative but to restrict it-

aelf to handling the $upplY aector and the organization of signal

comaunieationa services -- two aspects of activity which Rere enor-

moualy important and whoae eifeative handling played a deeieive

r ol e i a f ac i l i t at i ng t he empl oy ment of t he b at t er i   e at t he f r o nt .
 

T I  ir Dietriot CommErid under the leaderehip of General-he Q  

ma or Schmid , is eapecially to be aònmended for ita handling of

the eupply sy etem; the Command was aleays able to reach the var-

ious elementa of the II  ntiaircraft Artillery Corpa, no matter

how widely dispersed they aight be, and to deliver urgently need-

ed suppliea in plenty of time. On the whole, the supply of the

•   nt i ai r cr a f t Ar t i l l ery Cor pe ae ea s t o hav e f un c t i on ed a go od de al

better than that of the Armies with which the Corpe was operating.

The command ftiinction within the Corpe itself did not follow

the traditional pattern of step-by-atep eommsnd, but rather took

t ,he f oiam of t he i e s uano e o f l ong- r ang e ord er s , wh i eh . er e u s ua l l y

valid for a period of t renty-four hours, in keeping with the  rmy

practiee of iasuing general ordera to oover futuse developments.

In general the Corpe limited its orders to which regimente

an,d b at t er i e e wer e t o auppor t t h e oper at i one o f whi ch Ar apr Cor pe ;

i t of t en h appened t hat s pec i f i c ba t t er i e a wer e s i mpl y or der ed t o

"wor k t o g et her " wi t h e er t ai n i nf ant ry di v i af oa e
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or Ps nzer di . i s i or  of t he l rm y . The Cor ps he adquar t er s di d no mor e

t hart "br i ng t oget her " t he aamma.nder s of i t s r egi men t a and bat t al i ons

with the Army aommandera involved. Internal reorganiaationa, ae •ell

,
as oommi t ment , wer e dir eat ed on a de eentr al i zed baai s by t he uni t

oommaadera -- depending upon the situation at hand  w l on the baaic

intent of the in$truotiona iasued by the Corpa headqtaarters.

The oo m®a nd ay et es pro v i d ed f or t h e a ec e s gar y sh i f t a i a t he

f orma t i on of poi n t e of mai n e f f or t i n t ha t t h e aa t i a i r ar a f t ar t i l l er y

regiasnts oould be reinfaroed or reconstitnted  rati0 befiReen light

_ t will in acaordanae with the mi.saione ae-aad heavy batteriea} a ,

aigned to them . As a rale, the daily Corpa ordsr :to all unita took

aare of euah ahsagea ae might be neaeeeary . Only in vnusual situ4*

tiona did the dntiafrcraYt Jlrtillery Corpe oonaern iteelf with the

f onmat i on of a r e eer  re f or o e ; i nat ead , i t

preferred to meet unalear aituations or eurprise de4elopments with

direat aotion by already d ating elements. Thanka to the signal 

oomno unioationa etem, which was obviously organi$ed in aa e=emplary$Y

faahion, the Comnanding General always had the opportunity to iater-

vene during the conree of oambat in oaee a shift in emphasia ahould

beoome neosasary.

Both ia reapeot to the Qonduct of ope rations and ia reapeat to

oper a t i ons l ds e f s i on a, t he Commandi ng Gea er a l of an Ant i ai r ora f t

Artillery Corps rrae more or less independent, ainoe he did not re-

oeive "ordsra" from either the Luftwaffe or the Army . And ihether

or not he managed to fl tlfill hie siseion .ithont thie ueual easia-

t ano s f r o® super i or hes dqu  uct e r e ,
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IV . The Coordination with the Army

During the first phase of operations, which eulminated in the

Ger man b r e ak t h r oug h and t he adv anc e t o t h e Cha nn el co a s t wh i ch f o l -

lowed, the II Antiaircraft Artillery Corps was employed first with

t h e 31z t h Ar my ( f r om 10 t o 1 8   [a y )
, t h en wi t h t he Fou r t h Ar rqy ( f r o m

19 lds y u n t i l t he end df
,
t he o p er at i on )

, and f i ne l l y wi t h t h e   'ou r t h

and Ninth Armies together (after 28 l ay).

The Corps wae invariably employed with that iorce whieh happea-

ed to be the sssault forae at the moment, and ite operatione were
 

' nat ed wi t h t ho s e of t he adv anc e anz er u n i t a . Bu t t h ea l way s co o r d i p

Corps was not committed ezolusively in ot'fensive operetions, but also

fn etrategio defenee ®issions (at least some batteriea t rom the Corps} --

namely in providing cover x'or the lr y flank towards the eoath along

the Somme sector .

Consequently, the resulting body of ezperience comgrdaee both

r offense and defenae, in the atrategic aa well as the tactical sense.

1) Cooperation betweea the Antiaircraxt Artillerv Corpe and the Arm Y

The Comma ndi ng Gen e r a l of t h e An t i a i r cr a f t Ar t i l l er y Cor p e

delibetately located his oommand headquartere in the vieinity of

t he c omma nd he adquar t e r s o Y t h e Ar m3r e l emen t wi t h wh i ch t   s Cor pe

was working most cloaely at the moment. In this way personal

co a t ao t b et   e en t he Commandi ng Gen er a l of t he l r t i l l er y Cor p s

and t h e Co mms nder of t he Ar ni,Y el emen t co nc er ned , a a we l l a s be-

t . e en t he i r r e apeo t i v e Ch i e f s of St a f'f , wa s gu ar ant e cd . Thf s wa s

supplemented by telephone aod radio contact as well as by the li-

aison offieere assigned by the Antiaircrart Artillery Corpa to

the Army elament concerned.
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Dy r- by- day oooparat i on i nal uded   oi nt br i ef i ng se e si one an l t he

making of  oint deeisiona; during thesa sessions the Ar qy pre 

eented ite wishes as regardsd aupport, and the Antiairaraft  r-

t i l l er y Cor p• pubmi t t sd i t e eaggeet i oas as t o f eas i bl e mi.gsi ons .

• o a r eaul t , t he Comm  di ng Gener al of t he Cor pe waa al rray s i n a

poaitioa to ieake his own deoisione as to eeployment on the baeis

 of the operatioaal intentions of the `rmy and the Lr  s planned

points vf operational emphaeis, and to issae his ordera in pleatT

of t i ®e . Th ese or der s had onl y one parpose , t o s ervs the needai
of the lrmy.

2} ! he 8agi.ment Commander s of t he Ant i ai raraf t   r t i l l err Cor o•

  e a gener al pr i noi pl e , t he r egi men t aommauder s of t he l at i ai r-

araft lrtillery Corp. had been ordered to "eooperate olo0ely" tith

In all inetaaaee however, the regiaents or othert he l rm r aor ps .  

independent units of the 6,ntiaircraft lrtillery Corps remaiaed
•

e +  the Cor s head uarters.oper at i on al l y snbor di nat e to p q
,

Dspending upon the nature of the missian (defense against tanks,

  defsnse againat airaraft, beleaguering of fortifications, eto.
  •

afl d the ov er al l si tu at i on , t hs ant i ai r araf t ar t i l l ery r egi meat •

 rer e as ei gned a c er t ai n number of bat t eM ee , whi oh wer e t o be i n-

tegrated iato the e cieting regimental elemeats insofar ae possible.

Thu e t he "r egi ment " r as by no me an e a r i gi d or ganf s at i onal el e®ent ;

i t s o o apo s i t i on  soul d be chaaBed at  ri l l t o meet t he e d.genoi e s

Of a par t i on l as' oomba t ai t ua t i on .

As a mat t er of pri nd pl e , t he r egi men t aammander t eet abl i eh ed

t hei r headquart er s near t he he adquar t er a of t he , r  y oor pa
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they were essigned to support. In this way it was possible to

issue ordcrs and to hold emergency briefing sessions in plenty

of time, even in uneapectedly critical situations.  

3) The Battalion Commanders oi' the Antiaircraft lrtillery Corps

The battalion commanders of the antiaircraft artillery regimenta .

-- regardless af Rhether they were employed ae part of a regiment

or ss independent units -- Aere supposed to work ciosely together

 ith the divisions, especially the panzer divisions, of the grmy .

•  l hu s , du ri ng bot h depl oyme nt maneuve r s and c ombat , t he bat   a-

lion comrnanders were usually to be found with the ataff of the

Army division xhieh they were assigned to support or in  rhose

op rational area they were being committed.

Here, too, at the "loRest echelon", the close personal contact

betwcen antiaircraYt artillery and Army com nandera was decisive

f o r e f f ec t i v e coo pc r at i on diu•i ng empl oy m  nt .

.
In individual  casea, this breakdown oY the w lits want even

fur ther; during pursuit actions, for exar ple, one heavy and one

l i g h t ba t t ery wer e a s s i gned t v a cc ompany t he adv ane e a s s  tu l t

groups of the Army -- these batteries worked directly with the

infantry and panzer regiments of the Army .

4) The Caoperation with the 6rmy Ar tiaircrat't Artiller  Forces

ihis particular phasc of cooperation, although it had not b en

envisiorled in the oridinal planning , devcloped very soon out of

t he pr a c t i c al exp er i ene e ga  .r.ed dur i ng empl oy men t ;
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ae a rule, the employment of' the Army antiaircraft artillery for-

ces within the operational area of an Army corpa was also coordi-

nated by the regim ent commander of the antisiraraft artillery

organization involved, in coneurrenee with the eommanding general

of t he 6r my c or p 9 aonc erned . Th i s pr oc edur e a l s o pr ov ed t o be

s a t i s f a ot or y i n c onn ec t i on wi t h t he Panz er Cor pa , i ns of ar a s

regiment commandere from the antiairoraft artillery forcee were

involved. In any case, the prooedure guarantecd a rational dis-

tribution of all the antiaircraft artillery miasions ocaurring

'
within the operational area hf the Army corpe coneem ed.

DuM ng  t he s e cond phas e of t he of f ens i v e ( Ope r a t i on HED)
, t hi e

eap er i enc e a a s t o l e ad t o t h e "t a c t i e a l subor d i n4t i on" of t he Ara y

antiairaraft artillery battalions to the regiments of the II 9nti-

aircraft Artillery Corps (to be diacuased in the account of Opera-

t i on g.ED)
.

 
 ) The Difficultiee in Achievin  $ffective Cooperation

The s e di f f i ou l t i e s ma de t he i r app ear ano e f i r et and f or emo at a t

the beginning af operations -- specifically in the coorclination

of t he r edepl oymen t maneuv e r s of t he ant i ai r cra f t ar t i l l ery uni t s

wi t h t ho s e o f t he Ar my uni t s .

On the basis of thie early eaperience, the Ar  r demanded -- and

tae not entirely un ustified in doing so -- that the Antiaircraft

Artillery Corps should be made subordinate to an Ar ny eorps or

at least to an drmy Group ins far ae redeploym ent maneuvers were

c onc er n ed
.
l 3

. I t wa a e l e ar t ha t t he Commander i n Chi e f , Lu f t r af f e ,

aould not be eapeoted to accede to such a request.

13 - Halder Diary, entry dated 12  iay 1940•
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.
,

Thue t h e onl y ,  ol ut i on we e t he mutu al agr eement on t h e p  t of

the higher-level aommandere on a method which neither disrupted

the drmy in ite redeployment operatioas nor got in the wa,y of

t he l nt i ai r er af t Ar t i l l er y Car pe i n i t s f ul f i l l ment of t he mi s-

eion aaaigned to it, aa,mely tha support of ground operatione on

the front line.

I n ke epi ng wi t h t hi e me thod, t he uni t a of t he Aat i ai r oraf t Ar-

tillery Corps were integrsted inta the Ormy marohing eolumns ia

the taatieally appropriste position.   y rearr4ngementa, such

_ a e mov i ng t h e a nt i a i r ar af t ar t i l l ery ua f t a f vrwa rd t o g e t t hem i nt o

t he pr o per pos i t i on , wer e hand l ed by t he Ar may
di v i a i on at af f a i n

cooperetion rrith the regiaeat or bnttslion aommanders of the 4ati-

4i r c r af t ar t i l l e ry f or ce a. Tlu pr ov i s i on of pr o t ec t i on i 'or t he

m4rohing columne on the ground remained the raspons3bility of the

1 r a;Y• .

I t i s obv i au a, i n v i ew ot ' t he e ct ene i v e v ehi e l e t r ai n r e qui r e d
 

by an ant i a3r cra f t ar t i l l ery aor ps and i .t s e l e men t e , t hat t he

arrsngeaent of marching operations or this kind aad espeaially

t he handl i ng of eh i f t s whi ch be eome   r nec e s eary af t er t he

or i g i nal or der e ha,v e be en i s sue d , aannot be a ei mpl e ma t t er ; i t

r u s t i nev i t 4b l y l ead t o n c e r t a i n amount of dr i at i on , and - - 4bov e

all - it requires 4 tremendoua emount of pninataking "general ataff

*ork"
l 

.

The only other diffioultiee asising out of oveTl4pping 4uthor-

i t y  rer e t ho s e whi ah ooe ur r ed dvr i ng t he per i od of pre par a t i on s

e ar r i e d on t wi t h t he di r Comma a der ( 8 ol uf t ) of t he Si = t h   r m }r•

Oac e t he oper at i on wa s under wa3r, t he ae di f f i au l t i e s wer e r ap i d l y

ov er aome by t he mut u4 l under st andi ng ror t he ne ed Yor ol o a e c o-
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o pe r a t i on . Cooper   .t i on Ri t h t h e Fourt h Ar my wa s

14 - See lppendix 26.
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ezeaplary from the  erg beginning.

6 ) Yttt ual Under s t eaaali ng

  he ezper i enae gat her ed dur i xig t he cour ee or t hi s cl os e aooper-

4tion with the Ls  y also made it ale r that the rsgiaent snd bat-

t a l i on c a®maader s oY t he ant i 4l rarp,t't art i l l ery f or oe • ans t po es ees

oY
t hor ough knowl edge  and unde r s t andi ng f or t he Lrm q ' a   et hoda of

ooabat i f t hey ar e t o f i ad t hei r proper ni che i n t he oom aa,nd ag- ;

aratus of the and if they are to be able to de end theirP    

©wn vi ews - -   h i oh aa t, on oaoas i vn, be neos s ear y'.   a f es as t he
•

I I l nt i ai r an r t Lr t i l l   Cor ps we s o cuieerned , t he s e pr sr equi ei t e a  .
  Y

ror a profesaionally ooapetent e.nd peraonelly haraonious oooperr
I
 

tion with tbe were 4eeured br the eirauaetance that all the  Ls'm  '

__ -- mehad o0s nt i ai a araf t ar t i l l ery oommQnder s  ri thout e=oept i on ,

Yr oa t he l ra  or i gi na l l y aad wer e t hus   omi l i a r wi t h t he t aat f oa l

t hi nki ng and the a eth odo of oommsnd oY t he ds my . On t he "ot her "

side, suoh prereqnisites were often laoking. 

Both s i de s - - t he drmy ae wel l 4a t he l nt i ai r araf t /lr t i l l eac r

Corps -- had to socvstoa themeelvee to the  oint Qisrion and to
.

t he t aot i o a i nhe r ent i n i t . E. en dur i ng t he peri od oY t he "i.  t- '

mobile  ar" {Sitzkrie6), the Sntiairaraft Artillery Corps had

begnn i nt ena  .7+e t r ai ni ng i n gr ownd tl ght i ng gr oc edur e e ; t hi s was

oar ri ed o o t e,t t he Corpa' own i ni t i 4t i ve , ha reTer , aad aot i s

oooperat i on rri th t he  i rmy , whi oh t 4e el ow t o i nt er e st i t eel f i n

t b,e new ooabat aa t hod . Bat t he ant i af r araf t as t i l l ery oa® ander a ,

t oo , hs d beea   er y skept i oa l i n t he b egi nni ng . '  heY we r e ue ed t o

looking up into the air and aot on the grvund. In the end, how-

ewer , a,f t er t he   i r et
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,  oint opes•ations hed proved ao euooessPnl, both sidss displayed :
,     I

aa i nar eas i ad i sg  e e ot aut ual undsr st andi ag ror t hei r aoiomon
     I

ai esi on.   '-  

7) Tbe 8 a ul t   of Ooope rat i oa • ,

  be et'  eot f t ea e sa of t he oooper at i on bet weea t h e I I J̀at i ai rc  af t I

  i r t i l l e r  Cor.p. . ad t he drs g i as oonf i s  ed i n a Corps r eport as     

  e. ,rl,y sa 5 June 1940, i n sht oh the f ol l o. i ng st at e s eat appeu s e  
 . 

"Coaperstion betveen the Corps and the lro  proved

  hi ghl y sat i ef ao t orT. "
   I

 The and re r i ng echo   roa i he ot her si de oa a be eeea i a a l at eat

ds i l y vr de  of t he   'ourt h   rmy ( 28 J  n,e 1940) ,   bi ah ue ar e pr s- I

eent i ag at t hi s poi at r at laex t han l at er bsaaou ae or i t s per t i s eno•  ,

.
  t Tl re t ez t i a as ro l l c  re :t b e t .t o t hs pr e se a sv   

'  t Yeot i ve 24 Jv ae , t he I I Ant i 4i raraf t Lr t i l l sr 
I
'

.  j

Car p• l af t t he oper at i oa al ar ea of t he Fourt h Ls  r. -
,

-  
 
I I l nt i ai r ora   t 1 .r t i 11 Cor pe and i i s aonnandi  4g

.
She   Y 

,
8 egei al ar e i nes t r f oabl y bound t o t he saoae s s ez peri enoad

,
.

,
b t he ! 'cx   r t h Arny so Yu i n t he oour ®e vf t he oper at i oa s -    
 

agai ,a at t ltie eaes y i n t he 1 e s t . I ahoul d l i ke t o e=pr e s a

    e  r t haaks t o t he Cv rps   o r i t e oonst ea t pr ep. r e  a e os   or

 r, tt i on 4nd Yo r i t s l o ral ooar adel i ae es . Ths Four t h dr  y

  ui l i t ],trgy 4 r evember aen er nl mt   or Ds eal ooh   a I 3 dnt i a i r ara   t

    ` r t i l l er r Oor ps . Eias be s t ui shes aco oaepes y t he Oor  s oa i t e

    >  t o oont i nued ouaoe s a.

sw on Yl tr  e .

(i eaer al vbsr s t "
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