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were to be thrown back by the Yire of the 88 mm antiaircraft ar-

tillery, whose batteriea were to be brought up to the front with 

out reg srd for other coniiderations. The SS mm batteries had

prov e d t o be e ape c i a l l y e2 f'e c t i v e ag ai n s t t he en em<y
t a.nke .

All elements of the Antiaircraft Artillery Corps, including

t hos e un i t e empl oy e d pr i mar i l y i n def ens e ag ai n s t ene my s i r a t -

t a ck , had or der e t o mov e i mme di at e l y i nt o po s i t i ons t'av or abl e

f'or antitank operations and.
to take all stepa necessary to guaran-

t ee e f't 'e c t i v e ant i t ank ope r a t i ons .s
The f'act, substan tiated repeatedly by experience, that the

enem,y
t an k s di d no t advr  nc e 3'ur t her t han t he Ger man ar t i l l er y

positions, in ot er words that they were employed tactically

and not strategically
(since they had no promiaing targets at

thia range} forced the Germans to set up antitank weapons at

the advance artillery poaitiona. For under theae circumatan cea,

, t he ba t t er i e s l oc at ed t"ur t her t o t he r ear had no oh s na e t o f'i r e .

3) I?ur i ng t h e co,.  r s e o f t h e f i ght i ng , ne ar l y al l t he ba t t er i e a and

battaliona of the Corpa had been employed in the attack on bur -

kers and armored cupo as in the enamy iortiricatione. ,nu ing

t he cour s e of t he s e ac t i ona i t had be c ome c l e eac t ha t t he z i r i ng

positione ha.
d to be established as close as possible to the tar-

gets. Fire was laid on in the ueual manner, and the euccess

a,chi ev e d wa s g r ea t .

4) Aa a cnat t er oi" pr i nc i pl e , t h e an t i a i r cr af 't ar t i l l ery un i t s wer e

assigned to air defense miosions only when the9e happened to

e.r
i s e dur i ng o t Y e r a  3  oper a t i ons . Tt nev er happened , f'or

e ample, that an antiaircrart artillery unit was moved forward

   or t he ez pr e s s pur po 9e o t  t aki ng ov er t he a i r def ens e oi a
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particular inetallation. Such missions, when they occurred,

 ere a natural cor ollar,  ot  the eventa already ia progrees.

'

•
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In order to meet the increasing threat from the air to the march-

i ng r ou t e s u t i l i ze d by t he Ar my , t he ba t t er i e e and ba t t al i ona of t he

antiaircrat t artillery forcee which happened to be looated along these

routes had no ahoice but to assume reaponsibility for a certain amount

o#' air defenBe aotivity .
Those elementa which were "reeting" prepasa-

tory to future aseignment were asked to aesign at least small unite

to air defense operatione.

Si nc e t h e ant i ai r cr a t t ar t i l l e ry uni t a wer e al way s empl oy e d i a t he

mo s t adv anaed c ombat ar e a , t he r epar t s of enerr y ai r cra l  t nev e r r e a che d
 

t h e  . Thu s , ez ce l l en t t r ai ni ng i n ai rc r a f t i de nt i f i c a t i on wa s a s i n e

que non Yor these units. The time spent in thia activity paid very

great dividends.

YI. The Sesults of Combat

The f i r at pha s e oY t he o i f ens i v e , Oper a t i on YELL01  , c ame t o an

end on 30 ]day 1940; the balance sheet for the antiaircrat t artillery

•

un i t s wa s a s f o l l ou s :

82 enenqr tanks had been destroyed by dir ect hitg; numer-

ous others had been damaged;

1 10 enemy af r or af t ha d b e en s ho t down .

In addition, numeroue fortifications and ateel and eonarete

forts had been beleaguered and deetroyed, among them :

the fort at Eben 1'mael (by the "l ixed Battalion Lldinger")

the forts at Flemalle and De Pontisse (both part of' the Liege

Yortit'icatione)

  the forts at Marchovelette, Malone, and Bersillies (all part of

t h e l  amur Yor t i f i ca t i ons )

t he f ar t d ' Ser en- Font ai ne and t ha t of l e s Sar t a ( Idaub eu8 e  
•
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B. The I I Ant i ai r cr ax't 1   t i l l er  Cor ps dur i n  Oper at i oo fl   (Bot )

On 30  ay 1940, when th e majority of the German Armies had reached

the Chax nel coaet and when the encirclement battle of'Flanders and

Artoia had been brought to a successtul conclusion, tr e first phase

of' t he o i'f ens i v e i n t h e We s t had c ome t o s,n end ( Oper a t i on Yh'LLOW)
.

The IZ  ntiaircraf't Artillery Corps had begun to regroup ite

forces for defenaive operations in the south; from this point on,

i t s mi s s i on wa s t o pm t ec t t he def ens i v e f r on  t al ong t he Somme

between St. Valery and Ha p -- particularly the important bridge-

 
heads at St. Qalery amd at Abbeville -- against enemy tank and air

a t t a ck . Wi t h r e l a t i ve l y i'ew t'or ce s , t h e Cor p s al s o pr ov i ded cov er

for the redeployment o :erations carried out by the Army in prepara-

t i on r"or t he cont i nua t i on of th e of t'ens i v   .

Fur t h er dev e l oL>mex t s oan b e di v i d ed i nt o f our pha s e s :

1) Defense of the S mme Sector (1 - 5 June'1940)

On 5 June t he r i ght wi ag o f ' t he   r my f'r on t (   r a y Gr oup B 
.

wa s suppo aed to adv anc e t o t he at t ac k , whi l e t he ot'f en s i v e

on t h e c ent r al s e c t or and on t he l e t't wi ng oi ' t he ov er al l

front (Army Group A  was not to begin until 9 June.

The I I Ant i ai r cr a t't g r t i l l ery CQ pa wa 9 t o suppor t t h e

Fov.r
t h ar my ( a s i t had done du r i ng t he co ur s e of Oper at i on

YELLOW) on t he r i ght wi ng ( t h e c omrnand he adqf ar t er a r emai n-

ad at Ri b eaucour t , i 'i t't e en mi l e s nor t he a s t o t'   ev i l l e , i  or

the moment).

Pr i ar t o t he b eg i nni ng o i  t he o   f en s i v e , t he   nt i a i r cr af 't

Artillery Corps retained the miasion of protecting the bridgs-

he ade ov er t h e Somme a t St . Yal ery and
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,
  402 - a

I Group, 61at Hegiment, and the 74th Light Antiaircraft Artillery

.
Battery . At first the  egiment was eesigned to the area behind

the eector of Doullens,  rhere it waa held back for emergenay
I

 

employment by the Corpg. It temporarily aseumed responeibility

for protection of the bridgehead at Amiena, until it was re-

li® ed by the I AntiairaraYt 4rtillery Corps.

•
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4 3

  e r e g ar de t he ex t er na l c our s e o t' co mba t dur i r g t he f i r at

pha s e of o per a t i one , g r ound at t ac k a on t he br i dg ehe ads i s r e r e -

pu l s ed on a numb er of o c ca ai on s , c aun t l e s a en s my t a nke wer e de a-

t r oy e d , and ene my si r a t t a c k s Re r e su c c e s s rul l y coun t er ed . The

o l i maz o f t hi s p er i od  ra s r epr e e ent ed by a Fr e nch a t t ac k c ar r i e d

ou t by s ome s i z t y t ank s on t he br i dg+e head at Abbewi l l e ; t hi s

a t t a c k wa g t ur ne d ba ck euc c e a sf u l l y and t he ent i r e en eaqy a t t ack-

i ng f o r c e de at r oy ed . Th er e wer e no   r my s   i s   =e a.nt i t ea k f or ce s

empl oy e d s l ong t hi e par t i cu l ar ae c t or o f t he l i ne .
 

2) The Jdv aaae f r om t he Somme t o t } e Se i ne 5 - 14   Y 1940

l a oi   4 June , t he I I Ant i ai r cra f t Or t i l l e ry Cor pa wa s de p l oy ed

a a f o l l ows f or t he s appo r t of t he brmy of f ene i v e whi ch began on

5 June and cov er ed t he are a be t we en t he s ea a nd Ami en s ( t he Co rpa

wa s pr epar ed t o dev o t e i t a e l f exo l u ai v e l y t o th e eupport of t he

 r y)=

  Un i t St r enRt h Suy port o r :

20 1 et l n t i a i r era f t a   I Gr ou p , 6 t h $ egi ment ; XY Pea z er Cvr pe ,
Ar t i l l e ry 8 eg i me nt I Gr oup , 23d Reg i mer  ; r i ght wi ng

and 73d Light 6ntiair-
c raf t 6 r t i l l er y Ba t t e r y

b ) t he n ewl y e st abl i ah ed I I , r  qy Cor p s ,
"Group  Tol '", with tha middle Bactor
I Graup,

64th Segiment

and t he I I Group , 26t h
Ee gi men t

20 2d   n t i si r ora f't I Gr oup , 3Tt h $ e gi m  nt ; I 7CX  YI I I Cor ps ,
Ar t i l l e ry fl e gi ment Gr oup , 23d Regi me nt ; and l e t t x i ng

74th Ligti t Antiaircraft Ar-
tillery Battery

I n add i t i oa , i n t hi a ope r a t i onal ar ea a t o t a l of t hr e e he evy

aild t no l i ght ba t t al i ons f ro ® t he Ar my wer e empl oy e d , un i t s whi ch

were to remain tactically subordinate to the II gntiaircrai"t dr-

t i l l ery Cor pe f or t h e r emai nde r o f th e ac t i o n .

+ Tr an s l at or ' s  1o t e : Edi t or , pl e a s e che ck ; t he eame Gr oup e e ems t o b e

a as i gne d t o t wo di f f er ent r eg 3.mant s ! •
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of t ?  e Ger man panz e r f or c e s e,t t h e br i dg ehe ad a ov e r t he Somme .

Thi a cr ea t e d a s e cur e ba s e of' op er a t i on s - - a bro ad br i dgehe ad

driven between Rouen and Parie -- t"or the continuation of' tr e

Fou r t h   r r  y o t 'f en s i v e t 'r o m t he Sei ne t a t h e Lai r e . b t t he s a.me

t i me , t  he ant a i r cra f t ar t i l l e r y u n i t s u r d e r t o ok t o Fr o t ec t t h e

bridges over the Seine and the advance routea leading to them

ag ai n s t enemtiy ai r a.t t ac k .

Th e d i s t r i bu t i on of t h e a n t i a i r c r a f't a r t i l l e r y f or c e s among

t h e 6 r n y c or ps r emai nc d t he eame a s a t t he b e gi r:n i ng of t he ad-

- v an c e ex c e t t hs  t t he o i n t o  " ma.i n ef f or t ha d s h i f t e d on 13 ,Tun eP P

f r o a  t h e XXX TI I I t o t h e I I   r my Cor ps , i . e . t o . ar da t h e mi d d l e

sector (two antiaircraf't artillery battalions were affected).

On 1 2 and 1 3 June , t he co mb a t  ; r ou p o f' t h e 2Cl s t dn t i a i r c r a £ t

k.r
t i l l e r y He ;i ment , rrh i ch wa s f 'ol l ox i ng a l a ng  t h e ou t e r mo s t r i ght

wi ng of' t h e X1T Panz er Co rp a , wa s   npl oy e d f or t l. e f i r et t i n e i n

f i r i ng on nav a,l t ar Ee t s  rh en enemy at t empt s t o ev acu at e t r o ops•

f r om St . Va l e r y en Ca ux on t 'r:e Chs.r n el c oa s t wpr e f ru s t rat ed .

Si x en emy t ran     o r t s h i p s  rer e su nic , and t wo d e s t r oy er s , a number

of t r a n 5y or t ve s s c l s , s.n3 nu mer ous s mal.l e r c r a f t wer e dan a  e d .

The r e a r e n o st 2 t i st i c s av i i l ab l a co nc er n i n 
 t hc ot h er s uc c e s s -

es achieved during this period. Nevertheless, the fol.
lcxing

t e l A '-r :  m f r om Cuer i n   , r pce i v c ;  by t a e I I   n t i a i r c r a f t l .r
t i l l er y

Co r p s on 1 2 J une , , m v i d e s s or  F i rul i c a t   on s

  : «,v : j  .t s i r e c ni v ed. n ews t h a t t h e 200 t h elie  ny t a ruc

ha s b een d e s t r oye d b y t ?-:e I I s n t i   i r c r  r f t ., .  t i l l e r y Cor p :  ;

h er ewi t h my con  r a t u l a t i   n s a n d  1y 3i n c er e apprc c i a t i on

f or t h e h i gh l y cf f e c t i v e co mmi t mcnt of t he Cor p s . "
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The sacond phase of combat ended with the relieving of the

I I An t i ai r cra f t 6 r t i l l e ry Cor p s t o a co ns i der abl e deg r ee , whe r eby

.
the majority of its forccs were freed for further offeneive em-

ployment in support of ground op rations. gs of 14 June, the ant-

a i r ora f t a r t i l l er y un i t s of t he ne wl y e  eat ed "g i r Di s t r i c t Bel g i um"

t o ok ov er t he t a sk of pr o t e c t i ng t he Se i n e cr os ai ng poi n t s ( mi l i -

t ary br i dge e )
.

3 ) The Adv anc e f ro m t he Sei ne t o t he Loi r e

In general, the basic situation was the following: by 14 Jnne•

t he enemy ha d b e en de s t r oye d i n t h e oper at i ana l ar e a of
.
t he Fou r t h

lrmy bounded by the Somae, the Seine, and the Channel aoaat; on

t he s ame day , e l emen t a of t he Ei gh t e ent h   rmy o ec upi e d Par i s .

For t he ru a t ph as e of t he of f en ai
.v a t owar ds t he s ou t h , whi oh

f ol l owed i mmedi 4t e l y , t he Four t h llr my   a s a s s i g ne d t he t a s k of

advancing weat of Pari$ into the deep-lyfn  flank of the French

•
Ar a  en d t o pr ev e nt t he i n t er v e nt i on of newl y - l and ed Br i t i ah

f or ce s .

The I I 6nt i a i r ar af t i r t i l l e r y Cor ps wa s t o c ont i nue suppor t -

i ng t he Fourt h   r xqy by means of an t i t ank and ant i a i r cr af t oper a-

tions.

On 1 June , t he I I Ant i ai rcrat`t Ar t i l l e ry was depl oye d as5

f ol l ows i n pr epar at i on f or t hi s t a s k  

201
,
  et l n t i ai r cr a f t - wi th t he I Group , 23d x eg i ment , t he 7 3d

` r t i l l er y x e8 i   ent Li ght   at i a i r cra f t Ar t   l l ery Bat t a l i on

(with the Ar y unita I Group, 33d Beai-

ment , 9 3d and 86 t h h i gxi t dnt i u r a r a f t

Ar t i l l e ry Bat t al i ona , whi ah had b e en t ars-

t i aa l l y eubor di nat ed t o t he Cor ps and

e•er e l o oa t ed al ong t he r i ght wi ng ) ; i n

the Dieppe - Le Havre - 8ouea area to

s upport t he 7CY Pan $e r Cor ps .
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 o

ar . as wi th t he f o l l owi ng as si gaaten t a:  

Ths ma3or i t F of uni t s trer e e t at i oned i n the ar . a Ghent - Cat s i s -

Le gavr e -   onen, wi t h t he t ask of prot e at i ng the gr ound or gani -

matioa of the Ssoond Lir Fleet;

3oae units were statioaed in the Ca141a - Boulogn  area, ri th

t he t aak of pr   t e ot i ng t he Army art i l l . r  r f or aes al ong ths

ooaat ;

3o  e uni t a • er s st at i oned i n Houl ogne and Le $ avr e , wi th t he I

  task of protecting ths port inetallations there.
 

't tille Co s -- with itsI n aa  c a ee , t he I I e n t i s 3 rar a f I r i'y' rp
,

r e i nf or a ement o - - wa e now e=al ue i v s l y a t t he d i apo ool of t h. Se-

, o ond 1 i r Fl e e t .

  ng amu  nQ. The er i enae Gai ned duri t he C ai i.n t he We at
_ ,

d ntal bod of rienae gained during the  oint operativnoTh s i' w sme F si pe

of t he I I l nt i ai.r or af t l r t i l l ery Cor pa and t }tie Lr my , aa we l l aa t he ear ]. 

ad been f nt ed out+ t aot i aal l e s sona t e,u8ht by t h es e oper at i ona , b ave al r e q po

i with the [irst hase of the offen-i n Se at i oa 1 of t h i e Chs pt er , ds 41, n8 P

site, Operatioa YFLLC .
-

©n the whole, thia esperienoe was also applicabls for the satiwitT

ation RPD.of the II Corpa during the seaond phsse, Oper
i

The f o l l owi ng poi nt s , r ef srr i ng t o e cper f enae gai ne d duri.n8 t he Qecond I

phas e , ar e l i et ed i n order t o euppl eaen t what has al r eac jr be en sai d:

1} Aot onl ,y dur i ng t he f ar wns d d rshe a chaa 4at er i ai ng t he t br ust t o

the Chaunel , but a7.so - - t o an e  'en Sr . at er degr e e - -  dur i ng t he

at r at eg i o def e ndi ' s oper at i ono ot' t he l at t er par t of t be f i r at P  Be

a d the beginning of th. ssaond p  we,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

- .  _.   •-
    • •

 
. -

 
411

,
 ' . t he s nt i .a,t   a ca t't ar l i l l esgr f or ce a df,et i agni ahed th e. ael ' a e apeai -

_
  

al 1T # t an er'f eat i v e i net rn rent of def enae on t he g  aaud - • spea    .  
.  
fiaslly aloog tbe Soms. seotor between 1 and 5 June,

  ; 
-.;

. - Tt   .s not r at   t u oal l t hs bat t al i 'one and ba t t er i e e of -̀ -   68'e   8 -, L
ì .

. _
t  

,I I y at f af r cr 
,
t t

. ar t i l l e ry Cos ps aaei gaed t o t he bs  .dgsl  ad 4 •  .
_     '    
  . -

,
. .

, ,   t h of t he So a . . { eo dan•i s i Ye f or t he ooat i nust i aa  of t he of f etr-   

 I 
,,.:

-
, ,   ai t e 

.
t ]a  "backbons og t he Aef enae ae . 'f hes e uai t a   aged t o r e 

.,
ai

   , . _,     .       . , ,
r - pul . e .   coe   sf uY .,y

t he r epeat ed at t enpt ® by  t he   're noh to at t aaTt , -   . .       .  • 
-   ' .   he br i dgehe ade wi th t aar  . fi l  br u nt of t he . e aot i   ns wa t bor ne -

,   - ; ,_ ,   :   ,
,       -. , .  ' - .

by tb. 8  ne batteri.o, whiah were highly anaoeeofol -- bot at the    
. -   

. `; ; ,  . -
.   , ,.•

ezp  te o   r avy l o sa e e. -
 ,- -_ _. .  ,,      ht t bee asre t3,ne , t he ef t e at i v e prot e ot i on of the ar os ei ng p!oi nt a . •  

'̀   
.

  ' wao of i ndi spegs i bl e i mpor t   nae i f t he s sooad p  es cf t he of   'sa   v . ,
•,  I

- _ . .

 ` t o be   .aunah ed f   m t he b  i dgebe ada t a. at de t he wout   e ot , wa s t o '
. ; ,

I

., .
  "

.i
I
 

• beg3n ,on ®oh sdt  l.e , 'Phe a  gr  f i c anae of t he$e poai t i an a we e al l t ha '

'̀
• , $reat er i n  ri ew of t he f as t t hat the l l l f e ® - - ror   e l a et t i  o e -

 
,
 

.    
.  

 • i ti th i   a  ,pai gn - - oarri e d out r epe at e d ai r at t ack e on
,
t he   e

- . :,•

 _ _   oz os s i  tg -poi at   , t hey bad r eal f.e ed t   st r at egi a si gni f i canae af ` ' I
. .,

..
  t h+es ,

i u t he   ti l i t   cy ei tve,t i on whi ah t hen saci s t . d .
. . , . _

. . - . - . . ,
 

 -: . .
2 )   i   t h s aour e e of t he

_
ad  a uc e t o  ra rds t he s out hwe at , s n • w me t hod

 
_
 . .  . . _

waa e rol TeB i n t he   o ct v  l   y opez at i dns , a ma hod whi ah i a : 
.

Pp 
 
  s Qaewhect oa nt r adi at or  t cr t he pr i nc,i pl e a f oi   vired dmrl a,g 'ths f i r ot .

.:   - , - - •  
, . _ _

.
phaee of t be. oYf ez oi   re , bat erhi ch dn re l oped qui t e nat ural l y ce  •©f

  , ' . :+  
t he saperi e ao e gai.xied dv  i ag t hi s per i od.  

Dur i ng t}u vour ae  of ©per at i on Y  LLO  , t he oomlaand.ar® of the .i I  , i
. -   .. ,

I
. .-

.    l nt i aiacoraf t l   t i l l esy     crpe . '
-    

,
 

,
, . , _ - . , I

. ..

_ ,. .
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had me t t he r equ i r eme nt s af t he of t en unexp pc t ed sh i f t e i n t he poi nt

of main emphasis in Army arerations by means of zlmoat daily changea

i n t  2e co mpos i t i an of t h e i ndi v i du a l a,nt i ai r c ra f t a r t i l l ery uni t s

and by t h c i r f r e que nt r ea a : i  ;nme nt t o ot heT s ec t or s . Dur i n  Oper -

z t i on N.  D, hoRev e r , f r om t he f i r s t t o t he l a s t j o i nt oper a t i on Ri t h

t he Four t h br my , t he s ane s.n t i a i r c r s.f t ar t i l l er y uni t s we r e a s s i g n-

ed t o t Ae s ame   r my Cor p s ( apar t t'ro m c er t ai n mi nor a l t er at i on s i n

t :  e i n t er na l co mpo s i t i on ot' s ome uni t s  
.

Thus the Antiaircraft krtillery Corps had beg an its employment
 

as a s e l f - c ont s:i ne d uni t ; t he or   g u,n i z at i on wi t h i n t he Cor pa b e-

c iune pr ogr e s s i v e l y l o o s er unt i l i t r eacne d t he po i.nt whe re t he Cor ps

wa s    r aken down i n to emz l l uni t s t o be di s t r i bu t e d i n ac cor danc e wi t h

t he t ac t i ca l s i t ua t i on .

I n o t her wor d s , t he co mr  a,nd f u net i on wa s da cent r_al i z ed , s.nd t h e

co oper a t i on bet wc en t he Cor pa  ind t r e br m,Y Ra s , a t t he eAme t i me ,

  i n t en 9i f i e d .

At tais point the question u ises wnether it would not have bcen

mor e appr opr i Qt e t o make t he Ant i a.i.r c rz f t Ar t i l l er y Cor ps t sic t i -

c  il l ;  s ubor di na t e t o t he c or ps o f t h   Ar my , eape c i al l y i n v i e w of

t he f ac t t ha.t t he i ndi v i du e.l e l emea t s of t he Four th Army hz d s uch

wi de l y di v er g ent oper at i ona.l a r ea a i n sn ov er z l l t he at er e h i ch

ws  a g .ro  i ng mor e and mor e ex t en s i v e .

3 ) Dur i ng t he f ir s t pha s e of t he of f en ai v e , t he I I   n t i ai r c ra f t Ar -

tillery Corpa hs.
d workad together almost ezclusively Rith panzer

units; during the seeond phase, only to a limited eztent.

!  9 a r e s ul t , cb.i r i ng t he f i r s t pha s e t he ant i a.i r cra i t ar t i l l e ry

unita hsd usually been incorporated into the marching oolumns of

t he ps.nz er un i t s
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ked u on r cticall ea a " snaer  
.
p®rt we -and bs d oo  e to bs l oo p p Y P P

pon". i n3 t he Aat i ai r craf t   r t i l l . r r Oor ps , as s f b1 ],,Y aot or f $. d
.,

strateg'la, nobil  uait, was espeaially Rsll suited to suoh eaploy-
 
 

ment.

4) 'Ph. r el at i on shi p bst s eacj t he i nt i ai r araf t Lr ti l l ery Cor ps and t he

  i ant i a i r ar af t u t i l l er y nni t a, each oper at i onal l y snbor di nat s

ui t e al . ar - - as f as ast o a di f f er ent oommaad he 4dquar t er s , v a s q

t he Luf   raf f e was oonoer ned, at l e as t •

Fr oa t he s ry b. gi nni ng , t ha di et r i but i on of ni s oi ons be   ee 
•

the ant i a i.r craf t ar t i l l sry uni t s be l ongi ng t o the Ia f fi r  f f • and i
,

t ho  e be l ongi ng t o t Ys l r  y v as env i $i.oae d as f o l l o  s   t be eo-

 
cal l ed l rayr uni t s Rer e t o as eu re r e epon si bi l i t y- f ar pr ot eat i ng .  

. .i
t lle Jlrny f r aas ene qy ai r a,t ts ak , vhi l . t he un a s of t he I I Lnt i s i r-  -I

;
 ; I

craft  rtillery Oorps •ers to be primarily responaible for the

di r e ct sn.pport of t he l rn }r i n gr ouad vper at i ons E"ass   ul t ar t i l l ery", .
  . I

,- • ."w t i t ank wet oa ") .P- i
. i

t s ead of t he f i r s t pha ss of oper at i ons , however ,   heTowards h

.
i ry r sncl deal y s eeasd t o have f orgot t ea about t hi s   cesmeat • The

H41.der Di ar
r $ i ndi oat e s t hs t t har e wer e d3.f f er ena. a of opi ai on

bet   een t he Commander i n Chi af , Luf twaf f e , ar d t hs Coass acl er i n

Chi sf ,   oy , r eg  r di,ag t he e®apl oynent of th. Jr   y s,n'tf a3r crs f # .

i sr t i l l . r it uni t s   "Di f f i cul t i e s i n ooaneot i on wi th t bre es pl oya  t

  f th e aa t i ai r araf t u t i l l ery f or es s . 'f hey i   t . d t o go ahea d
. 0 1r qY I

 
or i gi aal l y   bnit ao  t he Luf twaYf e snt i ai r araf t art i l l er  w if t o .ar •

I

P    B   ead and l eavi ng the 1s  y unf t s t he t as lc ©f prvr i di ng

proteation ia,the r ar." .

18 - Ent r y da t ed 29 l[a3* 1940    

. +
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Th3,o di str i 'but i on of   .asi oao,, has r rer , wae eaaat l y what t he

Oomsandes in Ohief, Lnftweffe, had had in aind froa the very begin-

was in ooa liano• with the eensnt reaahed between theni ng , ati d F  

.  two Bigh Com®aad4 befors ths start of the off.agivs.

.
- But even rl th out ben. f 3 t of s new rul i ng f rom oup  r i mr headqn t  

' t sr s , t hre oooper et i oa bet  reen t he two ant i ai   ora f t ar t i l l ery gr anps

soon aah3ev+ed a mt  tus l l  r eat i   aot ory c oapr o . i s e i n dsy t o d  opr

 
.
, ratians. There s rs loasl Qigas of .aah effeati.. aoop.ration, bsesd ;

on t lae good wi l l vf bot h qi de s , e. en duri ng t he f i r st pha s. vf t he I

.
.  

= of f ens i ve   Operat 3,©n ?ELI  '} .

Fob t3ps r at 3.va 8  , a ol s sr and unequi . ooal sol ut i on . as f vund - -

via th. .proper ohaa nels, i.e. on the baeis of an agrea.ent bstwaen

_ . ,
t hs l r qy and t he Luf t waf f . 4Jray - I  f t waf !'• i nt f ai x c3raf t LY't f l l esF ' I

.    
 ̀ Co  po) . Thi s sol ut i os was the "t ac t i oal " anbor di.nat i aa of t he
  

1s  y ant i ai r craf t ar t f l l ar,r bat t a l f ons t a t he   egi m.   s of t he
  - .
   

. . I I l nt i s i r ar af t 1r t i 11. rF Qor ps . l uni f orm ooseiand sys t u waa evol -

Y: d f or t he   oi nt ant i ai r ars f t ai as i on a of t h. t wo   r i npe, a syet a r
,. 

h w ev ez t anded t o co  s r t he i r ant i t aa]c iri s si ona, whi ah
whio so al

t in onse.wer • udo al l ooabi ru d wi t h t h • 4nt i af r ar af t opera i ons an,YT
 .

Thi s was t he vnl y po vd bl e tray t o sn4ur s t hs t t be . nt i ai r or af t .

. d r at i onal a nd i n  auoh
  and ant i t s alc sart i l l ery f br oe s i er e empl oye  

a way t h4t t b. y ooul d as et t he e ci gmnoi . +  of neas ess,ry shi f t s i  n
,

em b.  s i s of o s  t i oas ; i t al so guas ant e ed t ha1  none, of
the aain p

.
Pe

,
    the unito ahonld bs forced to ait around idl• oiaply beasu, e it

-

  h. ,ppse,.  d t o b. l os g t o s noth . r h  adqu sr t er s .
.   

The sol u   t   adopt ed on1F goee t o sho. , howeT. a  ,,
t hat a weapoa

a  i ,gu  d t   s er  r. t hs l rspt i a both ant i ai r or sr t and   at i t ank oper ar

  . , t i ox s, .  .
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ought t o b s pl a c ed und er t h e command of   t he he adqua r t er s wh i ch i s r e -

apons i b l e i 'or t he c ondu c t o t '   r ound ope r a t i ona i n a par t i cu l a.r a.r eQ

or on z par t i cu l a.z  s ec t or , i n o t h er wor d s , t ha t s uch a weapon s hou l d

be assigned to tha commander oY' the ground operationa -- with no

s t r i ng s a t t ach ed .

De s p i t e t h e f a,e t t h  ,t t he I I Ant i ai r cr z f t Ar t i l l ery Cor ps , whi ch

wa s s ubor di na t e t o a "f or e i gn" he adqua r t e r s , wa g ab l e t o f u l f i l l i t s

mi s s i on s t o t h e f u l l s a.t i s f a,c t i on oY b o t h Wehr ma cht br anc he s ( t h e nk s

t o t he un der at e.ndi ng s ..nd har moni ou s coo rd i nat i on be t we en dr u y and

•
Luf t wz t  t'e co mmander s )

, ez p er i enc e ha,s eh own t hat i n f u t ur e t he ov er a l l

c ommand i n a g i v en ar es. of' gr ound ope r a t i ons mu s t l i e i n a si ng l e ha.nd ,

in that ot the responsible ArT y commander.

5) The eituation chnnged radiczlly when the Army operations cs me to zn

end and the Antiaircrar t krtillery Corps loat the mission for which

i t h s .d be e n pr i mr r i l y cr ea t e d19
. Wi t h i t s - - t o be g i n wi t h - - pz r t i al ,

•
snd later exclusive assumption oi' reeponsibility f'or the proteotion

of t he Luf t wz Yf e gr ound or ga.ni za t i on a gs,i n s t enemy a i r a t t ack , t he I I

Ant i s.i .r cr 4 f t Ar t i l l e r y Cor ps r e t urne d t o i t s or i g i nal mi as i on - - ant i -

ai r cr a f t ope r a t i ons . And si nc e t h e s e oper z t i one s er v ed t he uni t s o f

t ne s t r a t eg i c Luf t wa f'f e ( Se c ond Ai r Fl e e t ) ex c l u s i v e l y , t he Ant i 4i r -

cr4ft grtillery Corps had -- in every sense of' the phrase -- "return-

ed t o t h e Lu f t waf f e " .

19 -   l e r e f er t o t h e or i g i nz l z s s i p nment of mi s s i on s on whi ch t he a,c t i v a-

tion of the Corpa was based (Part I, Chapter V).
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This transfer of the dntiaircrat t Artillery Corps into far distant

ar e a s and co mpl et e l y di t f er ent mi s e i ons a t s hor t no t i a e wa s an i a di c a-

t i on oi ' t h e s pec i al chsurac t er o i" t he en t i a i r cr a f t a r t i l l er y r or c e s a e

a h i ghl y mobi l e, at r 4t egi c s.l l y empl oy abl e i nat r umen   i n the hands of

the Commander in Chief, LuYtwaffe.

Thu a , t hank e t o t   e mo bi l i t y and cf f ec t i v en e s a of ' t hi s weapon , t he

depl oy ment op er at i ons of t he Luf t Rar f e i n pr epar at i on f o r t h e a t t a ck

on Eng l and c ou l d r e l y f rn m t h e v er y b eg i nn.i ng on ade qu at e pr o t ec t i on

02' i  t t he n eo e s s ary gr oun d org an i z s  t i on i n s t e,
l l s ,t i on s .•

The rapid withdra.wal of the antiaircrQft artillery unit$ Yrom their

5
a e ai gnmeni s wi t h t he Army aou l d no t hav e bee n ef f e c t e d   o qui cba y and

smoothly if' theae units had been officially eubordinate to ths Army.

And in thi$ particular caee it ca.n
be assumed that the withdrawal

a e t i on wa e a c e omp l i shed s o amoot hl y on l y be c au s e t he   r my oper at i on a

had a ome t o ax  end i n any c z s e , so t ha t t he d r rqy no l ong er r e qu i r e d

• t he s erv i c e s oi   t he ant i a  r cr af t a r t i l l ery f or c e s .

6) On the oth  hand, the folloRing item of eaperiance urguee fvr ths

ma i nt en eanc e of an i nd ependent ant i ai r cr af t ar t i l l e ry i'or o e under t h e

camma nd of t h e Comman der i n Chi e f , Luf t wat f e :

Bo th dur i ng t he f i r at pha s e o f t he o i'f ens i v e ( Ope r a t i on YELLOW)

and during the second phase (Operation HID  
, it was only due to the

uni f or mi t y of' t he c ommzn d o f' t h e I I An t i ai r cr a,f t Ar t i l l ery Cor ps

through the Second Air Fleet (loose though these comruand ties were)

that the Carpe Ras relieved a,t suah an ea.r
ly date or' missione .hich

t i ed a g ood many of i t s un i t s down i n t he r ezr ar e a i n ai r def e n e e

operations.
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®or e   nd mor e i mpr e a s i v e , • i t h t he   r my and t hs Luf t  raf f e sLl i k e .

Thi s
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wa a s ugme nt ed by th e f ac t t ha t , dur i ng the def en s i v e o per a t i o na a l ong

t h e Somme , el e ment a of t h e I I An t i a i r craf t   ,r
t i l l er y Gor po had t o b e

as s i gne d t o a i s ai on e  rhi ch bel onge d e s aen t i al l y t o t he   ra y s nt i ai r -

cr a f t ar t i l l er y f or c . s ( t he co mb at t i ng of ene my po $i t i ona , ax t i l l ery

batteries, and enemy reasrve troop aasembly points), beeause the

l at t er wer e no t nume¢ i c a l l y s tr ong sn ou gh t o cope Ti t h a 11 t he ne e e a--

sary miesiana.
Thus, if it appea.ra

that a change in the ratio betseen

t he s e t wo el e ment s ( i . e . he av y sxrd l i ght bat t er i es ) i g de s i r e,bl e , s uch

a ch4ng e ahoul d be ac e ompl i ®hed i n f a var of t h. 88 mv ba t t er i e a . 

The r e s t o f t he "appar at u a" of t h e dnt i ai r cr af t l r t i l l er y Cor p a - -

e spe c i al l y t he Qi gns l c os  un i e Qt i on a s nd s u ppl y ey at ema - - s e en s t o

h  rv e b e en ea c e s si v e l y e=t e n ai v e and - - pe rha p a - - awkwar d .  tev er t he-

l e RS , t hs enp l oyms nt i n t he We s t p r ov ed b ey ond a doubt t hat t he a•

sy at ema wer • f u l l y u t i l i z ed ar d t he,
t t hey pl ay . d a s i gni f i c sn t r o l •

i n t he s uc c e aaf u l ea e aut i oa of t h e c ornroand f ,tne t i on . l  i t hou t t h em,

  t he ea pl oy ment of t he an t i ai r c raf t a r t i l l er y un i t $ oo ul d not hav • be en

ao f l e ai b l e or s o 4dapt abl e a o w4 a r e qui r e d by t he dev e l opme nt of

the Ar y operations.

8 ) I n c l o e i ng , we muo t oo a e ba ck t o t he ba ai c pr o bl ea , whi oh l e d t o t he

e at abl i a h ment of ant i ai rc ra rt ar t i l l ery un i t s f or par t i c i pat i oa i n

gr c und ope r s t i ona i n t he f i r s t p l a c e .

I a a ac or da.na • wi th t he or i gi na l , t h eor et i c a l pl ann i ng , t he s e an t i -

ai r ar af t ar t i l l exy uni t a wer e t o be pr i mar i l y "a e s au l t sr t i l l er y " ,

de s i gnr d f or empl oy®e nt i n "ant i t ank daf e ns e s " .

Qu i t e apar t f r om t Yre qu e at i on wh et h er or no t t he org a,ni za t i on of

the command t  notion was appropriats, it Qust be admitted
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c one ept , whi ch ex t ended f'ro m t he t iie a t er of o per at i cn s i n Fr an c e , I3el g i ur  ,

and Holland toRar3s the r.orth as fax as Narvik, in the northernno9t part

o f Norway . t nd i r. t he l a s t a na l y s i s , t i e mi s s i an of t hi e en t i r e , t r emen-

dously long (for the concepte oz that time} front eae the unii'orm conduct

of wa r ag ai ne t Lng l a nd .   t t he t i me wi t h whi ch we ar e pr e s en t l y eo nc e rn-

ed , t he pr epar at i ons t'or t hi s war wer e be i ng c arr i e d ou t .

The r e l a t i o n s hi p b e t  rU•  n t h e s e t wo f r o n t s , s e p a r a t e d a s t h e y we r e by

t h e s e a , h a s b e e n d e s c r i b e d i n t h e f 'i r s + cri a p t e r o f t h i s s t udy , i n wh i c h

  ;  ..n   ,re.r
t r.e chr cno l og i c a l and st r at e gi c i n t ar r e l a t i ozl s bet we Pn t h e Y  e s er O  e    #-  ex

•

( 'Ve s er iibung } and Ope r r  t i on Y  LLOW v    r e d i s c  .  s s i:d .

Lespite our consistQnt attempt to emphasize the stre.tegic connectiona

between the txo operations, it is clear t
.
hat our detailed treatment of

Ope r a t i on YELLOW and t h e ne c =  s s a r i l y ex c l u s i v e co ric e nt r at i on on i t s i n-

di v i dual pha s e s mu s t i nev i t ab l y hav e l e t t he r ead er f o r g e t t he ro l e pl ay-

ed by t he no r t h er n t he at er o f o per at i on s .

•
On the other hand, saparate consideration of tue two theaters of

oper a t i an woul d be j u s t i f i ed onl y i t' one l i mi t e d one s  ?l t' t o t rie Ar c  y and

Navy f orces employed in Norway. It is quite true that there was no real

connection between the brmy an d Navy orerations in the north and the Army

and Navy ope r at i o n 6 i n t h e ' 'Ye s t er n t he   t er .

The s i t u at i on v a s en t i r e l y 3i f f er ent a s i'ar a s t he Lui  tvrai f e x a s

concerned.

v e s pi t e t he f a c t t hat c er t a.i n LL f tWa f f E  e l ement s be i ng empl oye d on

t he no r t her n f ro nt
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could be withdrawn in timE fo.r
their 3cti eduled particiFation in Operation

YELLO'1  on t i e   l e s t e r n f r o n t , a   ood raa ny Lu i twa i f'e u n i t s wer e s t i l l t i e d

down in Norway -- presu  .bly contrs.ry
to the orieinal expectations of the

 'reh r  nac h t ',ii   h Cor  mand an d t r e Comrn and er i n Ch i ef , Lllf"t wa t 't 'e . Tb e ab s e n c e

o f t h e s e un i t ;  i n t il E iNe s t ma d e i t a e l f pa i n f u l l y i 'e l t .

  h e t h e r a n d , i f   s o , t o wh a t e x t r- n t t ' l y i n  u n i t s R e r e e x c h a r:g ed a n d

s h i f t e d f r o r  t h e n ar t h  J r n t o t h e wc s t e r n t h e a t er o t o p e r a t i o n s du r i n g t h e

c o ur s e o f Op er a t i o n YELLOW, a rul wh e t h e r a n d , i i ' s o , t o wh a t e x t e n t u n i t s

f r o m t h e F i f t h h i r F l e e t p s r t i c i p a t e d i n a p e r a t i   n s i n t h +-: we s t e r n t l:   a t e r

'

ar e qu e s t i on s wh i ch c  uino t Le an sWer ed vr i t hou t ex a c t st   tdy of t he e amp a i gn

i n Nox wa    - - an d t h e s.u t  i o .r wa e n o t z n a po si t i c  n t o s t u dy t he Norwe  i an

campai;n in detail. In view of the distributian  .n
d deploymeat of the

 10., , e,+  .   r. 
u n i t s o f t n e 2 o r me r X   i r Co r p s g t t h e b e g i n n i c  o f t h c  Je s e r 4 p e   e     r+,

b o t r. o f t h e a b o v e p r emi s e s a r e qu i t e wi t li i n t h e r e a l n o f p o s s i b i l i t ;{
l

.

3ut in the connee ion with vi;_ich we are concerned at present, the

•
an s wer t o t h e qu e s t i an wh e t n er Lnu t c wh a t ex t en t t lle Lu f t '  a t  f e f or ce s

i n t ri e n o r t h an d t h e we s t m    h a v e c o o p e r a t e d i s , i n an y c a s e , o i ' no mo r p

t tia n s e c a n d a r y i n t e r e s t . Th e i mp o r t •a n t t h i n   i s t i  .t we mu s t u n d e r s t a :  d

t h a t - - f r o r! t h e p o i n t o f v i e w o t ' t h e f a r - r e a c :  i n  s t r a t e g i c p l a n n i n g 

i n v o l v e d - - t h e c a rn g a i  ,Tn i n t :  e ' 5 e s t i n e v i t a b l y l u s e s s o me o f' i t s s i g -

n i f i c a n c e ; i t Ra s n o t a n e n d i n i t s e l f , b U t s i mp l y a p a r t o f a 1   •  e r

s t r a t e g i c c o n c e p t . Ne v e r t n e l e s :  i t , r a.s
t h e c a.7 pa z   n i n t h t   l e c t wh i ch

d e c i d e d t h e mi l i t a r y s i t u a t i o n ( a t t ?  a t t i rn e   i n r e,v o r o i t h e Ge r ma r.

YJe Ylr  aa c h t .

1 - Th e r ea d er i s r emi nd ed  ct ' t he ma F i n 1 Fp endi x j 0 •
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Î
` } ' . C;• ' . '. ;   s- . ,c

.
• • -  .   ,,     ; ; . t• . K -  • ,

 
 
•,,'.

 ,, '  
•  

; 
8       a   .

  e  :3.  t f   razc  4 
__

'b    m  t Luf   li/8    e bec au 8  ,   .» t.b  1a 8t a i     .
  :e     , ,. ' 

  i, ,. ', ..   , , . , -   r • .
*

, .
     .t

-1 '
r

    ` . .  = ' ;  
.

i- "   rS ., - . `
,

t • • ' /' ? ' 1 t  
.

  r. . • t
_

 1: '  ti , .
 

a i
.-     ,

:•
  r '

t •`, ' ',
 .'

        1 
.
 
 
 

,
.'
  J   1•  

,
    

.0   .'
  `$ 8  p  

.
    r̀BC . i i$ A  

$'  8D..
  4     .  Y

.' Q  t  .. '_
•
• 

.
• ;

 
'  

, . Y r ;.
 

. ..,
Y..

s.' - • . - . . . . - /   . . • .    , • _ . . . _ - . r  4
,; . ,    •    

-
  4   ^    

.

'+! ' r' +r - . . - -
  Y   

.. . . i  i
   

_ -
. . _

 
_ . . .

.
  ' r '

.
 
 

•

  •
   . . •

t
<   

. . '  
. • :

- .
  ; ,

! , .
 

 
• , - .

a
. t - ' '  

, _ i. _ , ,
i . . '

- -
I

 i
.

M
t

 
.
 

i
'

i .i
i •.

. . . 'J  
.. .  

.
   

• i   ; }

r

- . .-
   

t
 
. '

_
_ .

. - 1
. 

.

•
i

+

 

  '
 

4
(-  

 .  j
.

i i
. .   '

•
. . . .    ,-

5

.
` t

. .
 

.
      -   i

.   ' 1   L
  :

. i
• i _   • '

- +
    y    

•  
,
Y '1 , . i i - . '   , - • • . .

'   _ 
5

•

, 4r
 
"+  '   

}

 
 

'
' _ ' ,

•
.

  '
.

.
. • - ...

.
'

   .

 

• • -

.
'

•
 

.   ,
  '  I

  
  .P '  

'
1

.
f

.
1

'  
y

. . i  
•

J' :   . '
r

. _
  '

' ; i
1

. . . . '
_

, r
. .

- . ,  t   , t    
(
s

~  
. •    . . !   ' •

. , ':. ,
., _   .

. • ' , + : •   j
• x'

  i!. .
1

• , .     •J R
:   :   n  

• ' .   i
.
'   .

   
,

 
•
I ~ I 

; i , •
i

- . . , '  
.   '_

' .
'

. ,
t. -   •   i ,

.
 

•

•

. 4
 

. '

 
,5

 

. ,
'

'

/

'

a
 

  p , -
'  

•

I
•

, .   L_ . -

•

'
.

 
 

  -
I

 
,

-

.
r i

 
.   y : -

_ .
' r    "Y .i l , .

i . _
 

  / .
•

.

 

 
  ,

 
- • ;   . .  

   
_

'
 

. '   :
 

f  
. .  

. .
•   . ,

 1 .
, i

_ . .
R , . , . . . . . _ ,

: T  
.
    

, . .

  1 i  
t

. . • -
t

r

-
•

 

'
. .   -

.
 

'
. - .

I
•

. •
t , • ' .

'
    .  -

 
. .

• '
j

  l     '    ' i    
. . s

,
•

.. ,
 

  i - -     • - . .
r 1 1

I
 

.
1 

.  
,

-
  t     ' - , . . . _ _

   
'

.
  ; ;

k
.
,
  .

' . J
'
`  - . . . . ' ' •

_ -
 

,` .  
 

'  

,
    _

i

. .  f . ' .
.

: .
. • , , • - .   : " :

• ,. - t
r
l 

. . . 1 '   ' .
  •

r
   

. ; _ -
'
'
 

1
.,   .  

'
'

+

I -   _   

. .
•

•
   . •

 
-

• •
'   , _ • • _ - ' ;

r ,
 

'  
n

 

 
'   ,

   
  i ,-

I
I

.
t • 1 . . .   ' r .   F  

.
. ! ; ,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958

..- .. .
_.

 
•   - . :•r : .,

 
42b .

,; . - , .
..,.  

•'   . .   he overal l su per :ar i ty ot _t he German Ynlf t raf f e ].a r nv'   a tl y f,n   wt  •
• -, -.

_.•f   at or s as l  gher m aab ez s , gr eat er t  eahn, Lda1 ad ranc ea , snd bQt   er ffi +cir a,    ;,  
. . ,: ' ' • •  

. , -i t s Qom  tad sy   t em nas a 18o a deff f af t e advant eg e .  Ia ©ont cs e.t t b t he .,' • :
   ̀ ' :- 

- -
di e a:r  i   ®bt and di a   i p rt sd 1eade  s hi p of t he 1 .t

i i ed ai  c i ora  a, t hat òi ;  ,  ,
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10  Jaint operations betveen aircraft and tanks, repreaenting the

mo st r ap i dl y mobi l e we apon s o f mod e rn war i 'ar e .

The t h i nhi ng of Ger ma n LuYt  raY'f e l e ader s , f ro m t he v ery t op down t o

the lorreat-echelon unit leader, was dominated by the follawing qualities:

bold planning,

mode rn t hi nk i ng ,

r   adi ne s s t o t ak e r i 9k s ,

imagination and ability to impivvise,

eag er ne a s t o at t a ck , 

ability to act independently .

On t he   1]ie d e i de , t he s e qu al i t i e s wer e ba l anc e d by t he f o l l owi ng :

inadequate organization,

slo.nesa to react to a new situation,

poor mor a l e a s a re su l t of c l ear r e c ogn i t i on of ea i s t i ng

def i c i enc i e s ,

• defensive rather than offensive thinking .

Thus the roles were unequal from the very beginning .

Th e co ur s e ot' eve nt e h as b e en de s cr i be d i n de t a i l i n t h e pr ee edi ng

chapters. It will be supplemented by the account presented in thia clos-

i ng ch apt e r . The ov e r a l l pi ct ur e wi 11 t h en b e aome el e ar .

It may be of interest, however, to compare the evaluation presented

by t he pre s e nt at udy , ba s ed on h i s t or i c al ex arai nat i on f ro m s v ant a g e po i nt

ohronologically far remov©d from the events in question,
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vi t h the eval uat i on made by t he Comr  ander i n Chi ef , Luf tr af f e , ahor t l y

af t e r t he conol u ai on of t he event s .

The re f or e , we hav ® i nol ud ed aa an append i a t he "Sum nar y of t he Empl oy -

ment of the Luftwaffe in the Operation$ in Holland, Belgivna, and Northern

Fr e a c e " (   f'berb l i ck iiber dea Ei n ea t z der Luf tv ai 'f e i n dea Ope r a t i onen i n

den Niederlenden, ia Belgien und Nordfrankreich},  hich .as ie ued by the

Commender i n Chi ef , Luf t* af f e , ahor t l y a f t er Oper a t i on YELL01 1 ha d ao me t o

an end
2
.

d of the statements made in this "Summary" areo md1,t hough a go any

  ' t v ew o f t he en t ho r o f t he re s ent at udy , i t do e econtradictory to he i s P

provide a -- naturall r slanted -- summary of the events as aeen at that

t i cae by t he Commander i n Ch i e f , Luf t . af f e . And i t i s , of co ur ee , t h e

viewe held at the,
t time whiah aro important in respect to the ooadusiona

dr ar n f ro m t hem.

The "Summar y ",  rhi ah, i nc i dent al l y , i s t he onl y avai abl e ac count and

t i on YELLC  I b hi gh er- l ev el Luf tn af f e ag'ency , i e` eval ue t i on of Oper a y   Y
_

_   t Yi-al s o c har ac t er i e t i c i n t ha t i t aerve a a e pr oof of t he ao oa l l ed i n o

cation with figures" xhich had notoriously befallen the top-level Zuft-

  raf f e l eader s . I n t hi s par t i au l a r aa s e , t he Coma a nde r i n Chi e f , Luf t ws f f e ,

positively revela in etatietica reflecting the aucceasea achieved by the

Luf tv af f e ; i n o t h e r ca s e e ( a l r e ady men t i on ed a number of t i me ®)
, t he

Hgwamary '+ * a e e ag er l y a c a ept e d a e an f af a l l i bl e cr i t er i on f or ev al ua t i n8

t he f i gh t i ng power ea d t he pe r f ormanae pot e nt i a l of t he Luf f  raY f e . And

this, of course, was

2 - Commander in Chief, Luftwaffe, Operations Staff, Intelligenoe, File

No . 10641  40 , Cl as ei f i ed ( I } , dat ed 3 June 1940 ; Appandi z ?4 •
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much mor e dan8'er oue .

If one ignores such details, it b comea apparent that the end result

ot' Op er at i on YELL091 f or t he Luf bwai f e  ra s o f" i ncv mpar ab l y gr e a t er i mpor -

t anae f'r om t he h i e t or i cal poi nt o!' v i ew.

I t meant t hat t he Lu f t  ra  f e ' a adv an c e a r ea f or t he co a duc t of ai r

warfare had been eatended ae far weat rard as the sea. The ground organiza-

tion installations of Holland, Belgiu.m, and northern France  rere in Germsn

ha nda and at t he di apo s al of t h e Lut't  rat'f e . '

d basi® for the  raging of a $trategic air war had been created, a

 

i'rom which -- to begin with -- the second phase ot the otfenaiveba s   a

towarde the south, Opeacation BED, could be provided vith the neceasary

a,ir support. At the same time -- and this  ras a possibility which point-

ed al ear l y t o t h© f ut ur e - - i t wa s a ba s i s t'r om whi ch t he Luf t  at 'f e c oul d

t hr ea t en t he Br i t i s h I s l e s t hs m$ el v e s .

oe a first step the contact between England and the Continent had

been broken ; England had lost ite advance base on the Continent.  s a 

result oY the conaequent ahortening of the approach route for the German

ai r c ra f t and of t h e f a ct or s i nh er ent t h er e i n ( e3ct en si on of oper at i ona l

range, reduction in necessary fuel loads, incraaee in poseible bomb load,

i .mpr ov ement i n Re at h er f or e c a s t i ng , e t c .
) , t he Luf t * a  f e wa e now i n a po-

sition to threaten the British Isles directly and seriously.

Bu t wh e t her t h e Ge rman Luf t waf f e had a t i t s d i s po s a l t he necae s s ar y

means (long-range bombers and long-range fighters) to take advantage of

tY.ie ne ly areated possibility -- this was a que9tion whose practical

iaplicatione were ooming to the Yore
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f or t he t i r st t i me . I t was at t hi s poi nt t hat t he er ror e i n pl anni ng os

the Lut txaiie top-level commana iirat began to eecoma apparent.

A great aeal more seemea to have been won as tar as the conauct ox

aexensive air operation$ Was conaernea. The sore point os home air aezease

operat ons -- the guhr District -- rlox lay Zar beuiua the German tront line.

A u e c i s i v e .suc c e s s haa be e n ac n i ev ea f r om tn e poi n t uf v i ew of ov er al l pl an-

ni ng f or t he cor a uc t of oper a t i an8 a  ai us t ti ue qqe s t . guc c e s ef u l uef enae

ag af u et t he ni gh t r ai cts on t he ghi ne- g uhr Di s t r i at , r a i us wr i ah aaa ne come

mor e xr e qu ent ana mor e   .u t enai v e aur i n  ti h e cour ae of   pe r a t i on y  ,  ,
•

a t o b on l a ma t t er of t he or ac  i z a t i on rtnu ®x ans i on of t he ai r cr af ts e eme e y f  }+

r epor t i ng eer v i ae , t ne n i   n t f i gh t er f or ce s , ana - - t r e r adar i n s t al l a t i cne .

gua a,l l t h i s wa s qu i t e apar t f r um t ne uewl y cr eat ea poa s i bi i i t y of e f f e c -

t i v e r e t a l i a t i on a t t ,3c k s on t lze g r i t i sn I s l e s t a e,ns e l v e s . Tne pr i  ua ry g oal

of t he Germa n yuf t waf  f  e nact be ea ac ni ev eu .

The a ev e l opcne nt of r enewea co up ar a t i on be t x eerl t tle gr rqy ana t r,e Luf t -

• waf f e i n op®r at i on s ai r ec t e a a  ai ns t   ;l a uu i t s e l f wa s , una er t a e c i r c;um-

stsnce8, a possible next etep but nacaly a probable une. It is claar, in

any c a s e , 'tha t at t na t poi n t no one i n t n e Lus t waj z e c o  r  e,na was t hi nki ng

oi pperation 5eelion  geelawen}.

Lut tRa  i e l eaa er e wer e =ar mor e conc e rne a wi t h t ne pr o bl eme ar i s i ug

ou t oi t he g r ouna oper a t i ons j u s t co mpl e t e a anc  t t os e a bou t t o oe,g i n .

  oop er a t i on wi th t he g rmy i n t .be i ur m oi cti r ec t ana i na l.r ec t ai r sup-

por t haa l ea t a t he xi nal , eu c ce a st u l out co me ox pper at i on   I,l ,p 
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in tne shortest possinle time aud xitn very tew lossee. In snort, tr e

German o xensive tactica, i.a. the blitz rieg, has once e  rxin prcved to

as success ul.

The r api a aav arrc e ux t ne Sr ff  y , i ri r mor e r a pi a   han ar ,yone had an t i -

c i pat ed , wa a due pri rns.r i l y t o t t e ra c t t rLat t ne gr r y - - t r  arrx s t o t h e

sy s t emat i c s.ns e ar l y ac  ,i ev e nen t GI ai r eu pe r i or i t y ana a i r supr emacy Dy

t he Lu x t wai i e - - wa s a bl e t o c ar ry un i t s c p er a t i ons on s chedu l e wi t t ou t

na,v i ng t o 2 e ar s er i ou s eu eu y i n t er i er enc e i r om t r:e a-i r , axia s ec ona ar a.l y

t o t ne   ac t - - agri i n t Li anx s t o t he   .i r s i t u   ,t i on cr aat e d by t lre Lut't wat  i e - -
•

that the  rmy coula be e rective ly supportea i'rora tne air in all decisiv e

o p e r a t i on s . T hi s wa a qu i t e :xi =r e.r e n t i  r c p t :_e s i t u a t i o n    i ' t r e   l l i e a

ar mi a s , wh i c h Me r e s or c e d t v a pe r a t e wi t r.ou t   iy t dn g i a l e a.s s i s t a a c e = r o m

t ri e i r own a i r x o r c e s . T '̂ e su o c e s a   i ' t    e   el m  .:. a.r  mi e s we.s s e c u r e ci bv

t l  e s t r a t e t i
.c .    ct t ,  .c

t i c a l o  n.    ov    e n t oi t :Le Lu t 't w a i f e .

  av e r t r  e l e s s , i t s e e ms r a t u e z no i n t l e s s t u a t t e mp t t o w e i g h t   e c au s e s

•
s .n  i e Yi 'a c t a c i   t he s e   Gl ll t l y w on v i c t e r i e s a   c:.i r. at o n e   o t h e r . d ns i t

Wc u l d be u ns a i r t o s ,t t r i hu t e t i e s u c c e s s i n t :i e y  e s t t a t    e yut  t w  :.I Ye :  vn e .

Tr e c u n c e p t o i ' t i   e i r    c o c p e r a t i on +  a s s u r e s b o t a s e r v i c e br a n c h e s o r t lre i
.r

share in the iina  victory .

g l l t i  e s a u e x e may r e    u a i t a 3 s. we .Lcc me pr o o i o   o bj e c t i v i t y o n

t ti e p ar t ox  t he g r my Wh e n vre t 'i nc  i n t Y  e
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y    .r Di u.r y o z Ar a;y ; r ou .   g a.n d  pr e c i a t i v e  i c c ou rrt o I t h e pe r s c r ms.nc e a i

t   r e Lu Yt wi  z e wi . i c t  c cu l u n o t rca v e e e e n m  r e ay  _:r   pr i x t e l y i or mu l a t e d by

t ire LuYt wa i i e i t s e l t   . Tl  i s a c c o un t c a r r i e e e v e n   r e e.
t dr wa l g ra wne rr we

c c r-rs z a e r t :ia t i t wt  s i r. t e n a e a a s t  p 3 r t or t :,e i i  t er rra l i  i s t o ry oi t il e

g r u y  ,r o u p , a ua wc.s rrv t p r e   a r e a z or pu nl i c a t i on i i x e t r, e ma  ay , u au a l l y

r a t;r e r e i z u s i v e    l e t t e r s o i a r r r e c i a t i un n x r o ar t u e dr li ly t o t lle Lu i t wa l i e .

Th e t ex t oz t t  i s a c c ount , i rs t r e zo r m ux a War Di a r y ent ry cy g r rr y

  r ou p g , i s au ex d:, p l e ot o b  e c t i v e ni at ur i c e.l wr i t i ng cxld s pe   s Zor

i t sel t '3 .
•

ne r e a t or t r e e e c t i an s ox t tri s c l u s i n   c r  a p t e r r:,a v e r  e e n or   ar: i z e ctT

wi t :; t rre i o l l owi ng pur   o s e s i n mi nci ;

1   l o su ;  rar ..r z z e t  i e   u.i
t Wa  .x e U  @1'3 t 1  %213 a e s c r i   e cl i n t ne pr e c e cri n  

c li a p t e r s t r o m t   :e s t r n a   ,ui n t o x t n e i r ov e,r r  l l c o n t ex t a cia s i g ru -

r i c    c e  u2a t o c l a r i z y t ire   ,r e r e qu i s i t e s l e s .u i iig u p t u t u e rn.

2   T a e v a l u s .
t e b o t h  ; er m;3n r  rra Al l i e a o p e r a t i on a i n t ar ms o i t u e i r

• s u c c e s s o r i a i
.
Lu r e .

j   To br i ng out t r.e s pe c i al :Le s aoils ux ex   e r i enc e  ; l e arrea i r om t r e

empl oymen t ox t  re Lux t wa.i Ye .

q   To c or r o bor   .t e t s:e e c.a r e s u l t s    i t li e s i r o  er at i uns wi t rj c v ucr e t e

s t s s t i c a l raat er i a l .

3 - See   pencti x j 5 .
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    •  ''    L  '  ì   '  ' I  .  r l       'O  : ,

  OT'C  O    6  L1   l YL' i O  ' :.-""  '
    $    i   _   _

  k   l   i l
_ . ' ' .   • ' 1  .- r ` '   

        • 
 

  .l .
 

T
  r . .

.
r ' . ,  

`
.

i

• . '
  i ' _ ,

r  
=

.
{ j i

. .
 

_
t%

- . •
 

.
    t

   

.'  ,   i ( i    :   P    .
, 1 -    

,

.

?        :  
  `

i ,
1. .''  fi   a r  'pi 'v    '  t . '; oa  a r'ai  i     ob .

  i  +io  mi s ei oa e :. ±  rs 't o .  A:.  6o i oor 
   

!  d y •  -
•1  . .   . . .'    _      : .. -,     - '

y   - ' .   • . .. . . .• 1 : ,   -v .
1'

_
^  

 
,_

/I / ,
f  

 
` :  

. _ . '
. l . . i ,

4
-'

•
. . . . -r   . r

,
-

_
i   '

 
• '   r

t  
-

  -
.

L
, r /   v • / _ ,

i .   . ;   : r . .   , 7     
 . '/ -  

    ''   t  t +  i  ̀ I  '  .•
 

 
  t c     'ph  .  aria  b  t h!

.
     

::
    : . •a1  :  ..

+  E• . . .   . , .
  .   . .

    , . 
r _t +-

. .
  i

,_
' ` • '   '    f

F  
';•1 ' ,

` r : , „
i i i ,

% • ' t   ,  
' Ut   ` •-  _

`
 

_
- -'f S,

:
 
'   F

. '.
. , . - :

T i u
  . ,

r  
_   . : v .  1 . i .

i
 

,   .
'

. .
r

. .
  - .

_ _ . ) T
. ^

_

, _
• ' 1 1 1 . . . .    

:

 

  h
•     'f     a      .  

     
.#  t  ' '+  .r

          ,       c..
   

, 
; '  d •

 
:

   ̀
, ,:

; '-.
 

        ,
' `

.
I

:  1. •
:

  '     
,  ,'    s

.
  : • i : r

4
w . '' '`

 T =
 

,
  • r

' ,
'

• ; ,
• •

, 
 

. I .i ' •  " 
  "̀ I

-
 

  . . ' r
.

x
. .

I
.

  IIf
1'

  s r ;
r

. . •  
. • ,   . ,  ,  

: . ,  
- -

. , _ .   ,
. : ' . r

'

. . }  ,   ,   
 
k    ,,

      :̀  '  i  T   : A  ``
 ,'r 

      '  
;  _

   t
  f

.
  l  

.   S             µ y  ss.' _ ;!  
. t , .

., . , • . . -     .     •., .' •t{ '   ' '  1 1 J M:'  •,-S   ;  i Y- If ,  r   '   a' r   •
• i . iS .  .1    : .,. e: (

, /
7 ' i r )     ,

'

 
 

  •r ?u • '
_

!
, -  

.  
*

, • . - r i,
  • r.• v " { L" ,̀ , •, • r ..  ,o

't '  v   .  ' 
 

t ': ai  4  . d : 
  or s   q    a s a  's  i l   #jaa: ti   s   r's :

    ir,, _  
, =1

'   -
r
,   -;.t , •   ,,1  . - , . ,• ..

;_ .
  •

.! .  t 9   .
:

. , . i   • :   , . . .      . : . •
' ' /

'  '!   '

  r4
  '

- I [

r . j r '
f

, •
_ .

. . .
Y

 
- -

Y  i 'i   L /  
 

   

  .

•
Y

'
  '

4    , ,  ;.  a  '    at t   .  -::  ',  i      ,
, c . o  r        1.    y ff  

r

 

'   -   r. ;
, ,

;
c

, . - 1   J   .
y

'
• 

. ' .
.

 

-
+ 1 :I

•

+ '     _
- •

' :

1

, `
•

. r ' +  , .

'

 

• •  
. 11 r  • -

f
 

c
.
 

- . .
'• ,'   . -_ 'y t •

4 t r 1   S•  
'
. .   '

,

. • , - -
 

•
i

  , , ,
 

  • _    ti ;   , tir.'
}     l 4

 
. . . • - - . .   - , ;   •  . .    •:   ;... .  - ' _ _ ,   - •   . _ - ` .    _

.
n _

-
F

f
. , '

- I
T

.
.

l -
, , '

. . _
.

•
• I  

r
.

. . ,
•

_ - - . _ '
.

'     y t •     • I t/ '
  

.
'   _ .

1
.

'
.

  I
•

 
. .  

+
.

 _ .  ;
'
  ,.

`
.    -

 :} '  
  '    

'
'  ,i  a    t s  ,  'as'+a      i     °̀        . - 10ae  e  a t r  rs  c  w t tir3ut  '   ,1< 1=+ 

  Y i i
   

a .
; r    

r
 
 

. z •
'
. . - '  •

'
• y ; „ i .

' _ . '   ; 1  

    - _ Cf . • . : r ' .   a/.
;

. . . . : . :
. _ . .. - - . . . . .. . . .. '

•
' .

.
•
• '1 .

  ` ..

Y - '   r '   `   '   ktif ` q i   
 i
lt  ort  Q  ,    ' 

_
  ;     

.
  ,

;
  -  . 

  t -    .  t  e   t ttirs i       '  t 
_
t 4    - •

'
:  ;

' 

1
I

 
j

• •

  .
l y

.
. - . w . .  

.
' i

  -
!

I
! V +

,
' .  

•
_

• . .
. I

.
  _

y

+ ' • - , '   I
•

l
   

•
 

.
1

• . . +. 1 . .
'

. . • . . . .
•

S
, , I

S 1   '
•

1
.

      . . -
 

•
I

 
 

. .
'

+ •

!  _  
• ,

 
:

j - I   • '
   

I .
- . . 

. .
-

,
 

_
'  

:
 

 
' . . •   r

•

_
 

1  _
1  

1

  '         
4;  -

.
:.
z,.

  , 1i  o  a     i .,
  o •,

      . e t Ii ' i      t i oa ' b  =a    9' ai    •  o~re c i i    c acda     a :     '
a , . _ - . . . ,  - . '  : fi   :

r
; ' .i • , • i . =

! •e ,
•_ '

, i -   ' . r i    
-.   l j

,+    
r

. . ;
'
 

; ' '
'

. a } ' t • • ; .

 
'•

. • ,   1. . , .
  f • . • , , • i - . , . . _ _

  r : • .  
, '  

  ?

- .l ,  
1 • •. ; . e -   •

  •
. .

  •

1   . r+ 
  _ .

' ''"  •
;  ;    ,.,     ;  .•

    '    'it?.  _
  .  pCaY  :  '3   . .

T  d_.       .ea  l :j     t$"ti#r.   '̀•'4    i   " '
•   , 

 . _ -   • •
., 1*   '

_
 

.i
+ 'Y

. J :
   

-
v ,

• 
/ •

-
•

,
.

1
- -

'   !
_
  `

• _  i .
  ` •

'
' 1

• •     1. '   -,

'3  .
  }   .

  i i 1+•
-
ii

'  
_1' i   ' . r .,

'
.  

 
_

 
`

. r i , i _
  ' • • I

f
      '

r

 
• w  ,

t

,
f
 

c
`

' M F F 
 

.i .
   

  Jl! W i ++ i :
 

 

 
  F  i     1!

   
'  .

 
r`

    i 4 M   a M a © t
ri V   i     R          

,,
Y  

_

y

A,

    '
!R

^

",
+.

  i `
:

"`    
-  

} 'L . . .
: -   ,,

    J
,  

p q   - _
1 •   . .

? . , _
•

. _
• • _ _

-

T 1 .
. .

  "
.
S
S

-71 '     Tr , t ,
« F

. + , .   •   , ,   . • +
.

  
.

 
..z

    .f
  '

, • 7 ' ' . i
  ,

, 
,

-
. . :     ,

1

%
.   

' '

_ , t - _  r I
•.    ,    r

 
  ,    

.
/  

,
 

(     , ,

-
 

iP  Dl  Q
  ( 

'  i   
. 

,

 
;  t ;i   '  i '    i i  d

,
t   il     ] t8 s   ii •_       

.  ; .. • . . .
i

_
S  

,}
 
* •  7 l   r r '      M  

= 'T
. L . _

  __ "'[ • - _ . . . _
   

..
 `

. .
'  , / i ' ~   '

'  
.

.

• i
- 1 - ` '   ' Y -

  - . . . Y
1 r • - I 1.

  K `
, y  

• '
• ' r

   
t

,

   
+s

:
    ' T  ' i

•
V , • S

. r .
6,

 

-

 
L { ,    .

f
'

.

t
i
  •Q    

•
' , V F • f

.
a-

  Q C       
 I: l    

  }    
•

/1 V.

`  
j f   ; ¢ '  

  '
-

I

 r
,1  •   d ' s  a.   '14i   o #  1 'Ca    io  .;''  mS.  g

. , -' -  V1  , ' •
        s

.
, . . , . ..

  . '.
[ :r  ti : .7. 4 ' r • ?' _   ,

.
- • -  

'  ;
   

„ y • • ' ;   r. .   , ,
 

. •
* ' , `    

.         • ,
r  

.
y

1

. .
  .r : '• 'i -

' 1 '  ,   - ' :   `
 

• - , . .   - , • .
'  

  t
.

    h  
'

  y
  . r

. -
I

it ^ 
' - ' ' , [ yy .'Sr r -

, .
.

.

. .

r
. , . i

_
t.l„y  

 

F
. - .   ' •

•  
 
.+  

,

F t .
 
-
?•

4
' l i '  

-

• rr _ _ . _ , : . : i `
- , _ - - • •

 
- •  

- . r . _ . .r R 7 . '   : , • • . - .
,  

JN ir     '  
  '

. . • ) •
, , ' , . - _ . . ,

  .
'   . _ •

.    
  .  

. f
-
  i •

' . f .
, '  

  . ' ' . t .
•

j  
.Y

-
-   y ' ! .   .

• .
    1 - • t

 

_ 
'

,
•

•
-

 •r '  
. • . . _ - . _

'   .
( '

. . •
.   • ;   `t

.
i

  •  •  . ^'

 

'
M Y

;
-

.._
y

,
r.;

A
' ..

.r .
•_ • , '

,
  -

. . . .
. -

 
"   f

+ I
 

y
--

•

•

 

•-

•

 
•1

V
IL'

'

'

' '
. /

 
7 [

{

.
. , .   • • K :

  : _ . _
r, _ .

.
. , . .  . 

"
t Gf t t yi , . k i .

• I

,

•
7 r ' •

_ r r t
•
.
 
  i

_ . . .
~

- - . . , . } ,
's .

,
. •  

- r ;
_ _ - _

J

_ , , _ , fr .
Y

:
+r

{ r
•
t r I

1

'

. 1 .
: + * , . ( . . . . .

' •

. . . .   , i ' • J

T
  '

 

 
:

• • '
  .

1
.

' 1
.

  '   l l . r - • I
.   • . .

,• '
.   .

•
1

. • '

    ti   ..
- - 1

,
. .

' !
. . . . , ,   ,

. ' . : i   :• - ' i . .  {
•

  .

r
' t  

:
+

,
, -` -

-
1 r ±

  ' . ,
'   f

t
' . . i

i •
- : r . -  

.  
•

    _
+ - -

r 

_1'
•

.
  i' ,

-  .  /   •
  4-. :    

.   ' ' ; •   
_
l r T

.
    

,
'; • . •   • • . - ' f

_
: - •     k -9 ;  

      •1'   • '
. .

^ - c . .
.̂

. , . : i   t ' ' -   1•   _.• _
  i

, . - 1
- .

Ih . f / . '?    
•

i
_ i i  

-
.

•
' . . - '

r ,
 

r -
T • '1 . . .

'
  ` •  

r
- '  

/ 1    

,

  . •  
 

.
'

,   ' M  
.
 

. .   , . . .! 
  -

-
: S

.
-

•
 
•.

: 1 - ' -
. ' . -1 4 / '. a' .

.
' . . : a '

•+• . , '   . ' i .
  " -   . - t '  . 7 1

- - '   . . - - - -
.1• . .

C '
•

;   ' r t
i i

'

 

. j

  • ,
'
-
[ -   .._.   , .

1
. - . •

, :   ,:, - - • -• . . ,  •- •  . T • • i   . . . - . 'i . _ . ,   .
•

. r .
.

 
. y ' ' - • ' ti r r P= ' 1 r f

.
`

.
n

.
' • .

 
'  '   ,  i '.

' . '   - '
- • - ' -

.̀  
~
t . t '.

 
 

a ' :     t 
  •    

  ' 1 .t l   , - ]
_ :   , • •' . Y

_
    ' ,. > • s  1 ' -

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

-
 

,
 

4 4
  •   -

 s ace have eeen  it wae aeciaea to attempt to repeat tne reaipe Yor

eu c ae s s whi ch had   or ked e o Te l l i n t ile c aanpa i gn i n pol and - - e l i mi na t i on

or e ne my ai r pot er , a cc ompani ed by r,. 9i mu l t ane ou s gr adua l ahi t t ot t he

po i nt os ma i n conc en t rs t i on t o t h e c omi r  pr i mar y mi s s i on , t t e i nai r e c t

an d a i r ec t ai r euppor t o2  ar my op er a t i on s .

Th e ma i n qu e s t i o n t
 

b e a e c i d e d • a s t ue t i mi ng o s t h e s h i i t o i ma i n

e i 'i o r t a nd t t  e d i s t r i ti u t i on oi 2'o r c e e n e c e s s ar y t o a c c o mp l i s h i t . dn d

thi s could not be dea rled witnpu t a r elianie evaluation ai the enenyt

t or c e s , i . e . a n s v a l u a t i orl o Y c he p o t e nt i a l e ne u ,y c rrun t e r o p e r a t i on s .
•

h e r er e u.i s i t e s i or gu c h ev a l u a t i on , c oru or mi ng a s c l o a e l y t o r ea l i t yT P q

a s humau t-ra i l t y pe rmi t t ed , ex i s t ed ev e n be t or e t he beg i nni ng os t 3  e   a r

and nad de en ex peinded by mean e of c ar et ul r , aox  aai s aa n  a   orY dur i ag   ht

s o- aa l l ed. at at i onarg   s r , i . e . aur i t  ti h e x i r  ti er mout h s pr eo ea xng t h e

as g i nn i ng cu t he of x ensi .v e .

gny attempt at au accurate evatuation ai the preparations iuitiated

by t he Zuz t s aa s e c ommand , i . e . by t he o s i i c e ot t rle   ownana er i n   lu es ,•

yux tv  at t e ,   ou l d. n ec e s s ar i l y e nt ai l c ar et u l ana pa s u s t aki r  ez ami .na t i on

oi tYle inaividual steps which ultimately lea to the iormation o2 an over 

all picture
4
.

The s i na l r e s u l t , v t  .c n i a s das ea upvn s ys t emati i c ev a l ua t i on os i n-

x or rua t i on pr ov i de d ny i n t e l l i g euc e s our o e s , t he r e por t  s ot t he a  r at t ac he s ,

Zor e i   n pr e s s r e l e a s e e , st a t eme nt s oi pr i s oner s oi rrar , ana - - a dov e al l ` -

on tne aerial reconnaissance activity

4 - The reaaer is reierred partioularly to the   Beitra  zur pperatione-

s t uni e g e l a zug ge g e n Fr an.  r ei cn 1ti 4 0    (   ont r i ou t i on t o ti t e gt uay on

t t,,e   a,mpai gn i n   ra nc e i n 1 y4 0   , cy Geuer a l l eu ti r au t a . D. gct  i d , da t ed

j 1 Jaa ,ta,r y l y     ( gar l s r uh e Do cwnen t   o l l ec t i on   .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

,-  
! 435

o  the epecial high-altitude airaratt attsahed to thv ossiae ot thv  omma,nder

i n   hi ef , Lut twa:c=v, r eve al od a eurpr i s i ng l y ac curat e pi at urv oi t he enenq r

ei t u at z on , aa i t rrae l at e r aon=i rmed dur i ng oper ati i ons .
  •   ;le

dlthongh w® no longer have the so-called Mprientation   ai, granaeM  

  pr i e nt i er v ag vh es t   ra nkr e i oh } ,  rh  .ab ao nt al u®d t he euio mr r y s nd ev a l uat i on
 

ot a.11 t he $e eour a. e s na . t he i nt arpr e t at i on o  t boi r mat er i al bp t he pom.-   I

maudar i n   hi st , Lus t vaxs v, i t has pr ov . d pos ai bl e t o r ec ons ti ruct t he
1

,.v i ei s pr av ai 'l i xig at ti ha t t i me .

In oraer to permit eYaluation oz tne eztent to  hioh t.hea® aonclusione
 

e a • i t h or di t 2 er t r o  t h e i nt or ,aat i on g i Pen by t he oppos i t e ei ctv ,   

he,v s i nal uded a oomps r at i Pe acnromary
5

. hi ch gi  rvs the at r oi gt h ar t hs lrr snt h

and Br f t i $h ai r i or ae s st at i or ed i n   ucanc o on l p ysy l y4p aoc ordi ng t o

avr maaa, l mer i oan, s nd gri t i ah sour ae s .

t bs wh ol • com ar i s on oi t he i our s o  tr ae s r ev e a l e no e i gnxt i c aut
I

Qn   P

.  
  dioarvpanaiva, at leaet not so ier aB aomparative strvngthe are aonaernoa 

tne nnmber oi aircra=t naturally aiirers som rhat.   t in rospeot to thv

_

•

et r vng t h oY t ,ne en. myT i or oes , t hv evr  uat i on i asnaa dy ti u• axYi ae a= t ne  
I
;

Eommax der i a   hi ef , yui t  ra =t e , pr w es t o b® qni t e aoaar ati v . q he onl y r vs l

es ror  rae t he ovar vs t i mat i on or t he aumber oi
 

,

,
    - ge e Lppenou 76 .  

 ,   

a
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1   I t h a a ov er e s t i ma.t ed t n e yc t  .v i t y   i t ne   l l i e   a i r t'or c e l e  icter s  

t    A a n t i c i .,  t ed g l i i ed a,t t ac ks on t x:e r er :  a n   ; •   w '1    r r-°  ni z at 7on

instai ations aua Supply lines faileu to materialize.

2   Tne   eme r   eucy r e eer v e    of Fr ea ch bocnder un i t s a s s umed t o ne at ar

t i ocied i n c en t r a l gra rlc e pr ov ea non- ez i e t erlt .

The of f i c e of t ne   orua  :ua er i z;   rri e f , Luf t wai f e , na, a ac c ept ed Ge rzuau

principlea of orgaziization aua leauersuip as a premise in tne evaluation

of t he enemry pl an s ana pr epar a t i ons ar a , c ons e que i  t l y , iui a ov er e s t i ma t ea

tue latter.

_
  8 t er a s qua l i t y ana   ,ot eY1t i a 1 per f or n s uc e wer e c o ne err e a ,   er raan

Luf t  raf f e l e ader s he.a r e a l i z ea t u at t z,e Fr encr  a i r f or c e s r a.d onl y ou t -

a a t ea e qu i pment at t ue i r a i s po s a l ,  ri t rr t ne ex c er t i on of t na moa er n

f i gt  t er ai r cr a f t , t rie y or ane 4 06 , x ni ch nau be ec, i nt r oauc ect i n al l t he

f i gli t er uui t s by 1 y41 .

I n c ont r a at t o t ne e qu i pme nt , w.t  i cb wa s r e c o  n i z ed t o be out of a a t o ,

  t ue at andar a of   r a i rzi ng of t ue   arenc t  per s onn e l wa s a 9 swuea t o be f ai r l y

h i gh , al t hough i t wa s knor n t Lat t ne ma,j or i t y of t ue gr e nch p i   .ot s nact uu

more tuan a ruuimentary xnowleage of ui  t ar  instrumeut flyin .

grenctl aircraft pruauctivn xas recoanizea to be inauequate to trre

ne ea s of t he F+r encn ai r f or c e , e s ,  e c i al l y i n v i ex of t he f a ct t  iat t ne

ma j or i t y of t he f u aol ag e aua en  i ue f rz,a t or i e s . er e l uc at ed i n t he r i   u l y

vulnerable area rrrouna peris.

The c ombat e f f e c t i v en e s s of t t e g r i t i eA a i r un i t s • a e j ua  ed t o e e

c on s i der abl y h i   er t han t nr  t of t ne gr encz  ai r f or c e s .
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1-

 

  3
 

 

  . The  d3.s  s3.oa o  t he Zuf t waf f e

The pl anni ng of a i r oper at i on e had be en bas e d crra t he eual .ua-
.

 t i on of t he en em y s i t ixat i on whi ch we hav e de e cr i bed i n t he l a s t
I 

 eotion. It may be  appropri te, hoWever, to refer onoe more
-..briefly to the starting poeition.c .i'; Prior to the be. inning of the war, German sir leadere had  -I

  _
 't

been firmly o©nvi ced of the doctrine of unlimited, independent

strategic air warfare. The principles prevailing Bt that time, ';
.
,   t he t heor i e e o f a i r ws r f ar e i n t h e e ene e a dv oo.a

t ed b r D©uhet
,,

,
 

hsd becnme reeogniaed'guidel3nes -- and not anly in  ermany.
- ,  The$e principlee wexe soon modified by realit , however.. 

 ̀ ren dt r i ng t   e campa .gn i n Pol and , t he Luf t waf i e -   a f t er i t e
,    nf er i oa   eaaily e, hie ed, rapid victory over the/enem r air forcea --,

_ -  rvae employed primaxily in ob6rdination with the Arm . The suo-,  

-oe s s achi ev e d by t hi e  pr ocedur e had f ar --r eachi ng ef f e ct s , and - -
.

   .  deepite the  aat that the oanditiona ir  the neW theater of opea- ,

ations were entirely diffe eat from tho8e in Poland -- it was 

.
decid d to appl  the eame tr :ed and tested r cipe for suc ee s

,
_

in the #eat, on,an even larger and riaore concentrated 8cale.I

.
Thua the thought of strategic sir warfare wae relegated

.  farther and farther into the background in the  ombat Instruo-

-̀_ _ 
t i on$ i   eue d f or t he l e s t . The mi e a.i on of providing direct 

  
:and i n+di r ec t s i r  $t ppb r t f ar Army oper at i ons o c cup3.ed t he   or e-

 
 

 
.
 gr ound. Cor s e quea t l ;  ,  

;

. .
- _. ti

_ . .  
-

. .
_ _ _ _
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,   
_.,:r

    s
..

thos.e grdund installation airfielda in Holland, Bel-
I

 
.g
i um, and nor t her x    r an c e whi ch had b een i dent i f i e d

. .
,e b the ene . The main effort here s -as in ua y mg Ra de
I
 

'   ro o t ed t o t h e des t ru ct i on of t he bo  ber and f i ght e r

ba®ee.      
 
i

2 ) lda i n   i e s   .on s t he f urni s hi ng of i ndi x ec t and di r e   t

 .
,

  a i r euppor t f vr t he advan c e of t h e Army . .
_  

 
.   

- Thi  s mi e e i on wae t o be g i n not af t e$ t he e l i nu.nat f o m  
. ' 

I

, . -   -
of t he enemy s i r f or c e e had be en achf e  r ed , but r at her  

.  : I

at the eame time as the miasion deecribed undea 1),
,  
  etbOVe.     i

,. .y

_
The mo et ur gent goa l s of t he mi s ai on wer e  the f o1-   

 
  . -   l ow  .ng s  I,-;; ,

. _a) to break enemy resistanQe in the bordea areae  

 
. g ® qui ckl y as po s  ri bl e . -

  . , 
.

  -  r) to disrupt Say enemy troop asaembly activit t•
.

in the Dutch-Belgiarl theatea.

, c   t o de l ay t he adv an c e of t he Angl o-   r̀ er :ch arm,i e a

 acrose the French border into the Belgian theater,

d  to keep the highway and rail syatem  in ene 

teraitory under eonatant surveillanc,e and to

c ombat en y en ea y a c t i v i t y i den t i f i ed .

  31 Secondary I ia aioat  cloaely connected with the main

     
misa3.o  described in 2), above) to keep the  hanneT

i '   d the ad o.ining coastal areas under obaervation an.d

, t o at t ack en emy e  i ppi ng s nd unl oadi n g a ct i r i t y al o  tg

the coaet of the Continent.

4 ) Spe ef .al   :Yi e s i on s   l i mi t e d i n dur at i on a td er es ) i o .     - -
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caray out independentl,y
the two air landing operations,

one against Fortress Holland and the other against the

•

'
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Belgian border fortificationa aouth of B astricht,  

ne ec  ed t o f ac i l i t at e t he l ana ed o er at i ons o  t heP p

Army.

_D. Lw aluation of the Initial Results Achieved

The aucceas or failure of the first phase of an operation

ie usually decieive for the success or failure of the entire

operation.  

The German pl a.nn i n g f or t h e campai gn i n t he lle s t wae de- -
.
.
  liberately directed towards the achievement of an initial.suc-

e e e e..
The f ac t or s of Burpr i s e , euper i or i t y , and t ?ae ut i l i z a-  

tion of completely new weapone all pointed to the probabilitg

of euch a s uc c e e :  . I f on e pha s e of t he pl an s houl d mi s f i r e j

(the elimination of the enemy air forces, the rapid occupation

of  Iolland, or the breakthrough through the Belgian border for-

tifications , then the successful aceomplishment of the realZy ,
 ̀ deaisive action the breakthr u, o gh on the middle sector, would

be placed in jeopardy,  and new operational pos8ibilities would

have to be sou ht.  g

That every aingle phase of the initial plan met witb.suc-
,

c e s s wa e du e e x c l u s i  re l y t o t h e p e r f or man c e o f t h e Lu f t waf f e - -

and I make thie statement without any fear of being accused  

of prejudiee or arrogance. It wae the tactieal succesaes gain-

e d t  t t h e Lu f t waf f e du r i n g t h e f i r e t f e w day e of op er.a
t i on a

.vhich made it possible for the strategic plan to be carried

' out on echedule.

For thia reason I fe l that we are 3uatified in summariz-

ing theae initial Zuftwaffe victories once more and in

--  -_   . . .   ____ _  _  -
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Footnote 9 (cont 

It seems much more likely , however , that they must have
b e en Ju - 88 • s , i f on l y f or r e a s on s of r an g e .

i  

•
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the aaaigned targets, so that a good many bombs were

unloaded over alternate targets such as railway depots.

Thus the elimination of the enemy 's comm,a.n
d posts waS

not achieved at the beginning of the operation .

According to another source
lG

, the raid suc eeded in

"destroying the enemy 's signal communications set-ug ",

which -- if true -- was clearly a decisi e achievement.

During the subsequent course of the operatiom,, ad-

ditional attacks were carried out against similar ob-
•

"ectiveas• there ie no information available re ardin    g 8

the results of these attacks.

2) The Blow a ainst the Enemy Ground Or ani ation

The elimination of the Dutch and Belgian air forces

was very quickly achieved . The ma jority of their com-

bat aircraft were destroyed during the firat raids on

. t he s i r f i e l d s t h e y o c cu p i e d . On l y a f ew o f t h e Du t c h

fighter units had been alerted in time to escape des-

truction .

The first attack on the French ground organization

came as a complete surprise to the French . And the

surprise factor was exploited alI the more completely

in view of the fact that during the preceding weeks

theee areas had been the target of propaganda leaflets

dropped from the air. The Ministry of Propaganda was

h op e f u]l t h at t h e s e l e af l e t s wou l d hav e an e f f e c t on

enemy morale ,

10 - Based or. excerpts from the personal diary of General von
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I

 
  

  •
;    

   
`+
  '  

r  
.
1 1

. ti .

+
1 . .

•
. l   i t  

'   ' 1 4 '  
  `   T • I ` T   ': r

i '
'

^
r •

 
r .

a
. ' t

 

i ' 1
.

, _ '
 
 

4
  • "

 
• I +• 'u . .z -

 
T ' S / . w  

 
l   . . I • : S [   j• ' a

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

  45 '  '
 

 
while for the Luftwaffe they were merely a meana to aa

end in that they prvvided an opportunity tac dri.ll
the

crewe in noctuanal flights to the areas concerned and

at the same time to d 1.I the alertnese of the enemy

  ant i s i r cr af t ar t i l ] er y f or c e s .

l evertheleaa, the firat attack wae not so succesaful

se Luftwaffe leaders had anticipated. To be sure, ae-

  cording to the statemente of the Commander in Chief,  

Luf t waf f e , appr oz i mat e l y 25 - 30  vf t he "baae e s er i enn.e s "
 

- t e i r i e l whi .eh -had been deetroyed, the majority of h m a f de

would be sorely miesed by the enemy in hie attempt ta

  atave off the breakthrough of the Cerman Fourth and  
' Twel f t h '

-   t g     r Armi e e . l n addi t i on , aome 25 - 309  of   e  
 

French combat aircraft had beer  destroyed or damaged om !
 

  the ground
ll

.
i

B ut t h e s e f i r a t a t t a c k s d i d n ot su c c e e d i n d e a t a  o -  y

ing entirery the runwaye of alI the large and m ediu.m-

. .s i ze ai r f i e l de . To be gi n wl t h , t h e f i r at a t t ack wae un-

. abl e t o c av er al l t he ai r f i e l da i dent i f i ed a e oc eupi.ed
I

by t h e enem r. T}ae f i r s t r eac t i on t o t h® at t ack wae t o

t r an ef er t h e Fr eneh f l y i ng uni t e t   r em,al l  er , eca t t ea ed ;
 

airfields and at the eame time to spread out

1 i - In "The  ar in the lrest in 1940"  Der Krieg im Weeten  1940)
(preliminary drafts in telegram style, compiled by Ilranch
Q'III),  icrofilm D/9 of the Karlsruhe Docunent Colleetion ,

' the following appeara under date a f 10  ay: "First large-
I
 

acale attadk carried out in waves against French sirfields
in France, Belgium, Holland. Seventy-two sirfieldB raided.
304 - 400ienemy aircra t deetroyed on the ground. Hits
scored on French bases:at  etz, Nancy , Reims, 8omi.lly , Lijon ,
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Footnote lI (cont

and Lyon . Airfields at St. Omer , Pitry le Fra.ncois, and
Metz seriously da.maged ."

In connection with the above summary , the readea is  e-
f e r r e d t o t h e d e t a i l e d a pp r a i s a T ( f u l Ly d o c u ¢en t e d ) o f t h e
attacks on the enemy ground organization during IO May which
appears in the third chapter of this study .

•

•
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the aircraft parked on the gr und and to improve their

c a mou f l a g e c ov e r . An d t h e s e sma l l e r a.
i r f i e l d s , n r e v i -

ously unknown , had to be hunted out by the aPrial re-

connaissance units. This, of course, took time. More-

o rer the bomber units or.
iginally assigned to operations

against the enem r gr: und organization soon had to be

withdrawn in nart ; some of t   em (particularly those

equipped with Do-17 's) were needed for direct Army sup-

port operations earlier than had been anticipated.
•

As a result, the final elimination of the French air

forces actually took longer than huftwaffe leaders had

expected.

The attacks on the ai_r
fields in northern France which

were bPing used by Br _
tish air units brought very little

tangible success. Even during the stationar,y war ,  er-

• man aerial reconnaissance of the British bases i
_n nor-

thern France had run into heavy fighter defenses, eo

that intelligence on the deployment of the British a .r

units remained incomplete until l0 May .

As had been an ticipated , the first attacks were  et

by strong enemy r.es
istance ; it was the employment of

t h e Br i t i s h f i gh t er u n i t s xrh i c h b r o u g r  t. a b ou t t h e f i r s t

German losses. It was not until the air bat- 1e over

t h e Me z  re s e c t or n e a r Cha r l ev i l l e a n d Se d a n t ha t t h i s

resistance was finally broken .
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'  l-..-  ' ..   48
 -

for the ai.r
landing operationa and the mis ion of com-

batting the enemy ground organization -- provided ef-

fective an d decisive support for the Ar y 's breakthrough

action all along the rest of the front.

Three points of main effort can be distin.guiehed=

a) Support of the Sixth Army by the YIII Air Corps

and the II Antiaircraft Artillery Corpe

b J Support of the Fourth Army by the I lir Corps

c ) Support of the Twelfth Army by the II Air Corpa
•

and the I Antisircraft Artillery Corpa at the

foeal point of the operation.

It was out of these "border operations" that the deci-

$ive commitment of the huftw f •a fe developed on the middle

eector , in other words the employment of Luftwaffe forces

a l on g t h e Me u s e a e c t oa an d a g a in s t t h e ll a,g i n o t   i n e n e ar  
 

_ Charleville and Sedan , employment which led finally to

the uninterrupted advance of the German panzer unita

to the Channel coast. The successes of the II and YIII

Air Corps and the I Antiaircraft Artiller Cor s a  Y P , 1 1

of whieh were assigned to direct support operations in

behalf of the Army , also resulted in the di®ruption of

the first an d last "air operation" attempted by the

enemy . The final result was freedom of action for the

German Arm to car on its o er 'Y   ' p at i o n wl t h ou t f e a r of

effective interference on the par  of the thoroughly

b e a t en Al l i e d a i r f or c e s .

Thus the breakthrough battle in the Charleville-Sedan

area became an almost clasaic example of direct sir eup-
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The formation of a point of main effort on the ground

had been augmented by the formation of its counterpar t

zn the air.

I n s p i t e o f t h e f a c t t h a t t h e Lu f t wa f f e un i t a h a d

quite enough to cope with in their other mis ions, from

the very beginning of the offensive they systemati.ca
lh

,y

designated a part of their nw nber to indirect support

operations for the Army , and they continued to fulfill

thie obligation throughout the courae of the operation . 

Th e ar e a of ma i n c o n c e n t r a t i.on f or un i t s f r om b o t h

Air Fleeta lay on either side of the French-Belgian bor-

der during the initial phase of operations. Thanka to

their aetivity , the operations of the Allied armies were

identified, weakened , and delayed .

During the subaequent phases of the operation , two

• separate areas of main effort develox ed for indirect

support actione -- that of the Second Air Fleet , in the

Belgian theater  f operations; and that of the Third

Air Fleet , deep in the northeastern corner of the French

theater , in which preparations were being made for the  

large-scale breakthrough operation on the middle sector .

Thus the initial succesees achieved in the dndirect

support of Army operation s created the prerequisitee

for the eystematic accomplishment of the German opera-

tional plan . Them , in proportion to the egtent to which

the operational areas drew together , indirect suppor 

gave way to direct support of Army operations.
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 ) The Air Attack on Freibur 

Wi t hi n t h e f r amewor k o f t h e a i r war of t he f i r s t f ew

da s of the offenaive , an incident took place which

deaervea to be mentioned here in view of the fact that.

it hae given rise to violemt controversy in the liter- 
I

ature appearing both

_
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I t woul d be h3.e t or i c al l y f r audul ent , and at t h e eame t i   ,e

a be l i t t l i n g of t he ac t ua l pe r f or ma.n ce o f t he Luf t waf f e , i f an

account of thie eort ehould create the impression that the Luft- ;

  waffe had won it$ victorieg  effortlessly and without any reeie--
t sx ce on t he par t of an enemy  rrho ae ai r f or c es di d not de s erv  e

to be taken serivuely. .
,

Therefore it is imperative that we present an evaluatiog  

of the employment tactica snd fighting power of the oppoeite
;

s .de. There are no re ,iable sources available by the opposite    
  1I 

side (aad if there were, it is quite probable that the  would

r eetrict themselves to one sided eulogies of the "heroiem" of

the lllied pilots .
 

Thus we have no alternative  +ut to try to reconstruot the

- air activity of the enemy on the basis of the evaluations pre-

pared at that time.
 I

 I
- I.  he Fre ch Air Force

I
The evaluation prepared b the office of the Gomm er  Y and i   t

Chi e f , Luf t waf f e , of t he or ga ,ni za t i on , 8t r engt h , e qui pment
., 1

,and fighting poWer of the French gir Force -- although pre-  

pared before the war i egar  -- proved on the whole to be

accurate.

The organization of the French Air Force was funda aentally

.d .f f er er.t
f r om t hat of t he Ger man Lu w

_
ft affe. The concepte

. of or aa i za t i on and l.e der h  g a s i p whi ch gov er ned t he Luf t waf f e
,

aimply did not eaiat ir  France. Both the sir forcee and -
 

. . .-
.

t he ant i a i rc r af t ar t i l l er y f or oe e wer e pe,r t of t h e ar   y , - I
 

and most of thes<were di stributed among the  arious elemente  

- of t he army  e s t abl i s hment . The r e connai s aa,nc e and. f i ght e  r
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units were subordinate to the armies or to the corps.

St i l l an o t h e r p a r t of t h e f i grit e r f or c e s , a s we l l a s t h e

bomber forces, were under the direct commaxld of the French

Army High Command . The remainder of the fighter units,

i.e. those assigned to hame air defense operations, w ere

subordinate to the varioua air district commands.

a  The Fi hter Forces

As i n d i c a t e d a b ov e , t h e Fr Pn c h f i g Y  t e r u n i
_t   we r e

distri,
buted among three senarate command agencies;

 
there was no uniform coaina.n

d and consequently no

possibility of committing them en mas e in a given

operation .

While the majority of the French combat aircraft

were reall,y out of date , the fighter forces (which ,

however , were still in process of being modernized )

had at their disposaZ one up to date model , the
_

Moran e 406 , which caused quite a bit of trouble for

the German bombers on a num ;er of occasions. The

French fighter sauadrons were  mployed almost ex-

clusively against  he German bomber formations an d

operated with the help cf a  erfectly functioning

aircraft reporting s  stem , which identified the Ger-

man a p pr o a c h f l i gh t s  
.n p l en t y o f t i me t o p e r m 

_t e f -

f e c t i v e emp l o ,y n e n t o f t h e f i gr. t e r u n i t s .

Thus it ha pened trat nearly all the German bomber

formations were p cked up during their approach and

attacked by the French fs hters, On the whole, how-

ever , the fighters were rPall,y successful onl,y when
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The French never attempted to organize a strong

fighter force for concentrated employment in eithea

strategic or tactica]l defensive operations at the

focal point of action . Such concentrated commitment

would have been imposs ible in view of the dissipation

of the French fighter units, a dissipation dictated

by the rigid distribution of the units between the

operational area and the home area , and in view of

the fact that the individual un its were aubordinate

,
t o t h e v ar i ou a c omman d h e ad o u ar t er s of t h e Ar my .

Theae command headquarters, to be sure, employed

the fighter9 fully , to the last serviceable aircraft.

 n the other hand , as long as the individual pilots

did their best to avoid combat w ith the er emy , no

real auccess could be achieved.  ,

T e reh F nch fighter units were not employed in low-
'

level strafing raids; this, toa, represented a basi 

difference between French and German fighter tactics.

b ) The Bomber Forces

 lthough the equipment of the French fighter units

wi t h t he Mor an e 4 0 6 ha d b e e n un d e r e s t i ma t e d by Ge r nta  a

leaders (converaion to the new model was in fac  much

farther along than was believed ), the effectiveness

of the French bomber forces had been overrated . The 

task of equipping the bomber unita with up to date

models had not eve n been
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started . Thus the French bomber units, with their

  old-fashioned equipment, were unable to play any role

a t a l l . Af t e r t h e f i r s t u.n s u c c e s s f u l a t t emp t s t o empl o r

a few of these units during the first da,ys of operations,

French air leaders completely aband ned the commitment

of bomber aircraft in close formation .

F r or  t h i s p o   n t on , t h e b omb e r s we r e e mp l o  re d on l y

in individual missions , s  ch as surprise raids at dusk

or dawn or during bad weather periods against Germa 
•

advance airfields, occupied towns, bridge positions ,

and other targets of this kind . The effect of these

"needle pricks" was neg7.
igible; most of tre attackzng

bombers were brought down by the well-organized Germa.n

d e f e n s e s .

The fact that there were no enemy bomber formation$

, 
to contend with , either over the field of battle or in

the operational ar ea as a whole, was decisive -- it

meant that the operation s of the German Army could pro-

c e e d wi t h ou t f e a r of e n e m,y
i n t e r f e r e n c e f r om t h e a i r .

c) The Reconnaissance Forces

The emplo,ymen
t of the French aerial reconniseance units

was doomed to failure chiefly as a result of the sup-

eriority of the German fighters.
.

Bu t s t r a r g e l y e n ou g h , e v e n b e f or e t h i s s u p er i or i t y

had been recognized or had had time to become effective,

French leaders seemed quite uninterested in systematic

aerial reconnsissan ce far behind the enem,y
front.
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As a result , the leaders of the opposite side were

operating "in th e dark". One of the many conaequences

of this situation was the fact that the decision-seek-

ing breakthrough of the German panzer wedge in the mid-

dle sector we.s recognized far too late to permit the

organization of strategically effective countermea-

sures.

French aerial reconnaissance was a complete fias-co.

• II. The Briti
_
sh Air Force

The organization of the Briti.s
h air forcea wae radical]ly

d i f f e r e n t f r om t h at o f t h e Fr e n c h ; i t wa s gov e r n e d by

principles similar to those in use in the German Luft-

wa f f e .

The Royal Air Force , beside the Army an d the Navy , waa

the third , independent branch of the British armed forces.

  Nevertheless, elements of the Ro ral Air Force -- from the

very beginning -- had been slated for joint operations

with the Expeditionary Corps; it was these elements whose

task it was to meet the German huftwaffe on the Continent.

From the first to the last phase of the campaign , the

command system , the employment tactics , and the f
.
ighting

morale of these units w re vastly different from those

of the corresponding elements of the French air force.

In both offensive an d defensive operations, the British

pilots proved themselves aggressive, courageous, and

stubborn ; it wae they alone who managed so often to

disrupt German operations, eyen though they never succeed-

ed in destroying them completely . They sacrificed them-
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selves for their French allies, though they were just as

i n f e r i or t o t he Ger mari enemy a s t he l a t t er , a s f a r a s

materiel equipment was concerned.

a) The F  hter Forces

I n t h e e a r.
l
.,y c omb 3 t i n c i d en t a l t o On e r a t i on YEZLO P,

the only British fighter units to put in an appear-

ance were those equiY,. pe
d with the Hurricane  odel .

Performan ce-wise the Hurricane was inferior to the

GE   ° ma n Me - 10   , wh i c h me a n t h e    ry I3r i ±i s h l o s s e s i n
•

a e r i a l c omb a t . Ev e n s o , f r om t ri e v e r y b e g i n r i n g

the British squadrons showed no hesitation in hurl-

ing themselves at the German b mber units, among

which they did succeed in creating rather seriou$

damage. Nevertheless , the Luftwaffe gradually gained

air super;ority and tt en air sunremacy ovPr the Bri-

t i s h f i g h t p _r f o r c e s . 

The situation changed radicall,y as soon as the

modern Spitfire squadrons from tr e British home air

defense system began to appear along the Channel

coast. In this context the reader is referred to

the previaus accounts given in this stud,y , accounts

which make it clear that d lring the last phase  f

Qp e r a t i on YELLOW n r i t i s h f
_i g %i-  e r s r e p r e s e n t e d a v e r y

r e a l t hr e a t t o Ge r ma r. a i .r s u  pr ema c y a t c e r t a i n p e r -

iods and in certain areas.

b ) The "Battle" Units

The Roya1 Air Force r:ad at its disposal "close-support

units" similar to those of the Luftwaffe , eauipped
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with close-support aircraft and intended for tacticar

employment again st targets on the ground . Although

these units

_
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co :ld not compare with the German dive-bomber unite i 

performance or effectiveness, they carried out repeat-

ed attacks on German troop targets in the operational

area , on marching columns , occupied towns, bridges,

etc. These attacks were usually carried out in close

formation , at very low altitude , and with an escort

of fighters; the British pilots attacked stubbornly

until their aircraft were destro,ye
d.

These "battle" units and , with them , the bomber units

•
being committed in accordance with the same principles

and with the same mission , suffered their highest los-

ses during the serip4 of attacks on the Meuse cr ssing

points nes,r Maastricht , i .e, in the Charleville - S edan

area . The unusually high losses sustained by the ene-

my on this occasion w ere inflicted by the German fight-

ers and antiaircraft artillery . 

Th e  3 r i t i s h c ou n t e r - d e f e n s e s , a l r e a d v s t r on g e  ren a ±

th  beginr.ing of the German advance in the northern sec-

tor of operations, were kept up in equal strength in

t h e mi d d l e s e c t or u n t i l t h e "b a t t l e " u n 1 t s we r e a   t h - -

drawn after the costly mission in the Charlevi.
lle-

Sedan area of the  deuse sector , and the survivors

transferred to the safety of the British Isles.

Although these stubborn attack5 by the Royal Air Force

tactical bomber units on German troop targets did cause

damage and delays, not even the British nilots had beer 

a b l e t o h a l t t h e Ge r ma r. a dv an c e . No r h a d t h e Br i t i s h

fighter. units
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been able to provide a really effective defense against

the German bomber attacks.

Even so, the British pilots had proved beyond any

doubt that they were worth,y opponents i
.n

the air ; it

was they who bore the brunt of the Al] ied air war , in

spite of their numerical and qualitative inferiority

t o t h e Ge r man Lu f t wa f f e .
( I n t h e f i r s t f ew d ay s o f

the fighting on the Oontinent , they were already pre-

paring for their later achievem ent of superiority

•
ov er t h e Lu f t wa f f e . )

c) The "Strate ic" Eomber Fleet

This expression anticipates a later development in ter-

minolog,y .
Yet the beginn ings of this later development

are already apparent in this first phase of the con-

flict betw een the Royal Air Force an d the German Luft--

waf f e .
7

The penetration flights of the Royal Air Force into

the German hinterland , which had been going on since

the be inning of th? war , but which had increased in

frequency and scale soon after the offensive began ,

made it clear that British air leaders regarded the

employment of their tactical air units on the Contin-

ent as an episode wh ch , for the ti
.me

being , had little

to do with Englan d itself. Instead , looking towards the 

future, they 9ystematically promoted and developed two

progra.ms. One was an effective home air defense system ,

and the other a program of attack against the sourceg

of the enemy 's strength , locat?d deep in the German
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hi nt er l an d . -

The future was to Bubstantiate fully the sppropriate-

neae of this planming.

 

•
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TII. The Fiasco of
_
Allied Air

_
Flanning

ThP numerical infer .or
y±y of the Allied air units to the

forces of the German Zuf±waffe was a fact known to both

sides even before the beginning of the offensive.

mh e d i   'f e r nn c P i n qu a l i t
,y , e s n e c i   l l y a s  r e ga r d e d t h e

French air units, did not become fully ax parent until

a f t e r t h e o f f e n s i v e ws ,s u n d e r wa   r .

Under  hese circumstances, it seems all the more odd

that Allied air leaders had obviously learned nothing

•
whatsoever and hnd failed to draw the appropriate con-

clusion s from the events in  Poland and -- to a le aer

degree -- in Scandanavi.a.

T'r e Ge r ma n p a t t e r n f or o p e n i
.n g a r o i 'f e n s i v e wa s we l l

known : first a lar ;e-scale air attack on the enemy ground

organization in ordpr to de t.ro,y or el .m
 nate the enemy 's

air forces , followed by   shift ;n concentration to• joint
•

op er a t i on s wi t h t h e Ar my . Th e r. ? wa s e v e .r jr r. Pa s c r . t o a s -

sume that the Germans would prnceed according to the same

or at least a similar  attern in the West as well -- which

i n f a c t t h e ,y
d i d .

It was disregard of the experience already gained and

f h e c on c l u s i on s t o b e d r a wn t rie r e f
. r om wh c  c h l e d t o t h e

circumstance that the Frer ch air units -- in snite of

the ±enseness of the situation and the probability of an

i m.mi n e n t Ge r ma n o f f e n s i v e   n t h e We s t - - we r e s t i l l s t a -

tioned at their neacPtime s,
srfields, wherP many of them

were dest .r.oye
d bef  re they had a chance to go into action .
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Even though -- from the German point of view -- the

first attacks on the enemy (Particularly the French )

ground organ zation did not bring the anticipated total

success, still they were effective enougr to shatter the

enemy cor .man
d system and the fighting power of the enemy

air units , both from the point of view of materiel eq
_
uip-

men t a n d f r om t h e p o i n t o f v i ew of mor a l e .

Wrii l e t }  e Ge r ma n Ltaf t wa f f e , a t l e a s t i n t h e b e g i n n i n g ,

carried on strate ic sir warfare, from which it gradually

•
shifted to purel,y

tactical cmmmitment in the form of co-

operation with trie Arm  , Allied air leaders restricted

themselves from the start to the purely tacticaT prin-

ciple of p.rov
iding air support for the ground forces.

But truly effective commitment even in this limited

scone was made impossible by the inadequate organization

of the command function , by the numerical and qualitative
 

'   em lo ment andl n a d e qu a c y o f t h e a l r u n l t .. a v a i l a b l e f   r p y ,

by the la.c
k of a suitable aircraft model corresponding

approximately to the German dive bomber .

Thus the Brit sh "battle" units and the bomber units

ass gned to work with them were fated to sacrifice them-

selves in missions whicri were often flown with complete

disregard for danger but which were always desperate an d

usuall,y costly in terms of losses and which , moreover ,

were frequently ca.rr
ied out witholzt a fighter escort .

To the surprise of German military leaders, the antici-

rated employment of Allied air tanits in str.a
tegic m cszons

had failed to rnaterial.
 
_ze.

Systematic counterattacks on

the tightly concentrated and very crowded German airfields
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by a combined force made up of French and British air

u n i t s wou l d n o t on l
,y

ha v e r e su l t e d i n h e a v y l o s s e s f or

the German Luftwaffe, but R ould also have reduced the ef-

fectiveness of the Germar  s trategic and tacticaT air oper-

atiorls b
,y a considerable degree.

Sy s t e nia t i c a t t    c k s nn t h e s t e a d i l y l e n gt h e n i n g Ge r man

rear-area communicatians lines between the front and the

Rhir.e
bridges (on such targe±s as railways, highwavs, and

brid es) v  ould have succeeded in disruptin ; and delaying

  German troop deployment and tr.anspor
t operations, which

would have gained time for the Allies to work out their

countermeasures.

But nothing o -this kind 'nappened. Only on the field

of battle itself did the Allies attempt to w e.r
d off the

com in  catastrotihe -- and this by means of air support

epera tions for tneir ground forces. This attempt was a
 

failure.

And the fact that r.othing was done, that no success

was achieved , was not so much the faul.
t of the courageous

Allied air units as that of the command system and orga.n
t-

zatior_a
l structure under which they operated.

Precisel,y
beca.use

the A11ied air forces were numeri-

c a.l l v i n f e r i o r t o t he Lu f t wa f f e , t h e,y n e e d e d a t r u l y un i -

form command sy stem and a firm organization which x ermitted

effective concentration of their combat     strength. The

disadvan±a es of a "coalition war" became apparent here

for the first time.

I n t h e l a s t a n a,l ,y s i s , t h e f a i l u r e o f Al l i e d a i r p l a n -
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Moreover , b
,y permitting such widesbread dissipation of

their forces and by renouncing any thought of centrali-

z e d a n d u n i f i e d c omma n d , t h e v d e -nr i v e d t h e ms e l v e s of t h e

initiative r ght from the start. Instead , the,y
had hand-

e d i t t o t ti le Ge r ma n s o n a s i l v e r r  l a t t e r .

A genuine concentration of forces dad not ta.
kP place

until Dunkirk . Although duri.n 
the early course of de-

velopments in the Continental theater of operations it

seemed strange that British military leaders should with-•

draw their tactical: units after thP defea.
t at Charleville

and that they should fail to respond to the pleas of the

French governm ent for additional British fighter units

to strengthen the hard-pressed ground front , as soon as

preparations were under way for O aeration DYNAMO it be-

came evident that the F ritish attitude of reserve had

• been dictated by cool calculation and farsighted planning

on the part of those responsible for British home air de-

fense one.ra
tions. The Continent had already been written

cff as a loss.

F . The Important hessons Isea.rned from Operation YELhO 

The eoncepts of "strategic air warfare" against  he air pQw er

and the sources of strength of the enem,y , on the one hand , and

"air support of Army operations", both direct a.n
d indirect , on

the other hand,had been developed into theoretical axiomatic

requirements for the Gerr an Luftwaffe even before the war .
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T ie theory had been translated into practice for the first

time during the campaign in Poland in 1939 . It proved to be

entirely correct.

Accordingly , German air leaders decided to follow the same

pattern during the campaign in the West.

Nevertheless there were certain factors -- the completehy

d i f f e r e n t c on d i t i on.s i n t h e n e w t he a t er ae o p e r a t i on s ; t h e f a c t

that the enemy had to be rated higher than in Poland , both in

terms of number and fighting effectiveness; the more comple 
 

strate ic as ects inherent in a theater of o eration c i "ng p p e omp r s i  ;

both land and sea ; (to name only the most importan t ) -- which

crPated new problems to be solved by Germany 's military leaders.

Thus new approaches had to be sought and found in the fields of

strategy , tactica, an d technology .

Zet us now attempt to formulate the main conclusions to be

_ drawn from the new approaches decided upon by German air leaders,

conclusions which gradually became apparent as operations pro-

gres ed. Neither the underlying purpose of this study nor the

scope of the available source material permit us to be complete

in our summary ; we shall have to restrict ourselves to those

conclusions which seem to be most significan t. The •individual

aspecta which come to mind will be mentioned "in telegram. s
t
,y
le"

an d then discussed briefly.

Of the two fundamental requirements mentioned at the begin-

ning of this aection (both of which were fully valid during the

campaign in Poland), one was completely irrelevant in the cam-

paign in the West -- strategic air warfare against the sources

of enemy strength . For the few air attacks carried out on in-

dustrial plants and other similar targets in enemy territory .
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1 } Th e
_

Con d u c t
_
o f

_
Gr ou r.d_

     e r a t i or.s f r om t r e Th i r d Di me n s i on

I t v •a s du r i n g t h e c a mp a i
.  n i n P n l a,n d t h a t t h n c on du c t o f

a i r o p e r a t i on s f r on ±h e t  !  r d d 1
_me n s i on vra s pr a c t i c e d on

a l a r   e s c a l e f o r t :  e f i r s t t   me .

Th e c   n du c t o f   r.ou r.d or  e r a,±i on s f r on t h e t h i r d d i me n -

sion had been tried for thF fzrst ti ne during the Weser

 47a.n e u v e r , bu t o n l
,y on a v e r v s ma l l s c a l e a n d wi t Y:i n a

t a.c
t i c a l f

.r a mewor k .

The innovation , at the orenin  of tY e camnaign in the

•
'Nest , was the an lication of thp latter nrinc ple on an

e x t r e me l v l a r g e  ; c a l e , a n d tiv  t h a s t r   t e g i c r.a
t h e r t ha n

a. t a c t i c a l ob j e c t i v e i n v i e w. F o r .
f o r. b o t h s i d e s , t h e

oost surpris n  evQnt of thP be inning phase af the cam-

p a i gn wa s t h e e mp l oy mFn  t o f a i r l a n d l.n   fi _r ocr p s i n ov e r -

whelmin  stren tri a ainst a purely stro_
tegic target.

These actions also marked +raP in+roduction of unexpec-
'

ted r ew wPa ons -- the frei ht glider and the hollow

charge shcll.

Th 1
_s

b r  
_e

f mPn t i on mu s t s u f f l c   , i n a s m .lc h a s t h e a c t i on s

themselves have been dealt with in deta.il in a rrPVious

context,

2 ) Th e Lu f t wa t  f e
_

a s a
_

Su b s t i t u t e
_

f or
_

Ar  t i a i r c r a,f t Ar t i l l e r y

Ev en du r   r   t r e c a m  a     n.
 
_n

 :'   l a n d , t h c f t v i n  *    n i t s h a d

o f t Pn t    ce n t h e r l a c e  , f Ar m}  a n t z a i r c .r a f   a r t   l l e r v ;

t h e v h a d op e .r e.t e d a s a n " a r t i l l er y s   ti s t i t u t e " i n su p p or t

of Army onerations. And this was true not only of the

close-support group under th  Spec131 Duty Air Commander

(Fliegerfuhrer z.b .0 .
} tut also of the long-ran e ur its
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actually aseigned to etrategic employment , for exa.mp
le

in the breakthrough battle near Mla ra and in the seige

o f war s aw.

During the campaign in the West thia type of employment

(i,e , the utilization of air unita as a substitute for an-

tiaircraft artillery ) became more and more common . Here ,

again , it was not limited to the units of the TIII Air

Corps, but also included the "strategic" long-range air .

unite.
•

ction ma be mentioned as t nical exam-The following a s y y
_

ples of the "artillery-wise" employment of air unite:

a ) the attack s carried out by the close-aupport and

the long-range bomber units during the Ar py  s break-

through through the enemy border fortificationa

b) the raids carried out on the fortifications and

outer bul warks of hiege , Na.mur , and Maubeugei
c ) the raids carried our in preparation for and in aup-

port of the Army breakthrough at the fortified Dyle

poeition
 

d ) the elimination of the Maginot Line near Charlevil?ie

and Sedan behind the Meuse sector in preparation for

the breakthrough on the middle sector .

It was this artillery-type employment of the Luftwaffe

alone which not only emoothed the path for the Army during

this firet phase of operations, but which above alli saved  

the Army personnel and time , and this to a degree which

can hard .y be expresaed in terms of figures.
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But the artillery-type commitment of the Luftwaffe also

played a tremendously important role during the la9t phaee

of  peration YEhZ4W , primarily in the destructive attacks

carried out on the encirclement area , which grew nar ower

from day to day , of Flanders and Artois , attacks which

led to the final breakdown in the morale of the A1Tied

troops trapped there. The second inetance -- and this

seems almost self-contradictory -- was at Dunkirk . For

the operations which top-level Luftwaffe leaders were
 

inclined to classify as a typical example of strategic

air warfare at that time were , in the laet analysis , no

more tha.n artillery-type employment intended to break a

tightly concentrated pocket of enemv resistance.

3) Aircraf  Combined with Tanks

During the campaign in Poland an attempt had been made  in

, the area west of the vistula ) to provide support for pan-

zer units through the comm.
itment of close-support aircraft.

This experiment was undertaken from a purely tactical!

standpoint , and it was a decided success. The campaign

was finished before there was any opportunity to expand

this experiment from the tactical to the strategic field ,

as might ha.ve
been appropriate in the area east of the

Vistula .

On the basis of the experience, positive and negative ,

thus provided , the decision was made to combine large

panzer units with large Luftwaffe units for joint opera-

tions during the campaign in the West. The units of the

VIII Air Corpa (close-support units) were aeleeted for this.
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The first attempt, of a tactical nature, was a complete

success. This was the joint action of the close-support

units and the relatively weak panzer units of the Sixtb  

Army which resulted in the advance to the Dyle poeition

("the tank battle of Gembloux " .
)

The second , and extremely decisive instance, in which  

both aircraft and tanks had been assigned strategic ob-

jectives , was the breakthrough from the Meuse to the aea ,

carried out jointly by the VIII Air Corps and the Pan zer
 

Gr ou p v o n gh e i s t .

The dive-bomber and close-support units smoothed the

path for the panzer unite along the front and protected

them from en emy attack along the flanks. The combination  

of t he Ar m ' s f a s t e s t we a on wi t h  u ' y p t h e L f t waf f e s s l owe a t

one paid decided dividends in strategic operations.

  New problems, whose ram ifications inevitably led far

beyon  the imm ediate aspects of tactical  coc  peration to

the funda.men
tal aspects of organization , began to arise.

4) Aircraft in Antitank Operations

This subsection requires somewhat more detailed treatment

than the preceding on es, since this special aspect of

employment , for various reasons, has not been adequate ,y

considered in the previous chapters.

The initial German successes of the first few days of

the offensive had a decieive influence on the subsequent

c o ur a e of ev en t s

-  I
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in the  estern theater of operationa. A8 both b anchea
 

became more adept , the cooperation betw een the Ar  and
i
 t he i ,uf t waf f e i mpr ov ed day by day ; once t he ehi f t t o

direct and indirect eupport of Army operation  had beemm  

made , it became a determining factor for the final , auc-

c e s s f u l ou t c ome o f t h e o f f e n s i v e .

At a very early date the significance of airaraf  in

antita.nk operatione was reeogn zed as decieive. For the

firet time in the history of warfare, it wae proved that
 

t h e a i r c r a f t i s t h e mo a t e f f e c t i   re we a on wh i c h e a n b eP

employed againat a tank . This is true not only  rithia

t h e f r a.mewor k o f j o i n t Ar my - h u f t wa f f e op e r a t i on s r i gh t

on the fi ld of battle , but aleo -- and this wae the real

inn ovation -- in the attack and destruction of large-

scale tank maneuvere by Luftwaffe forces operating in-

dependently .   
Instances of the latter have been mentioned in.the

foregoing chapters. To begin with, the reader is remind-

ed of the dieruption of th
.e French tank advance into Bel-

gium:and of the subaequent "tank battle of Gemblou " im.
t he ar ea of t he   Yx t b A  'IDy . Mvet i mpor t ent of e l   x 88

the employment of huftwaffe units against the attempted

  Allied tank breakoute from the northern Bector of the en-

circlem ent area near Ca.m
brai gnd near Araas. Both these

actions took place on the same day , and both were complete

'Q U  
.   . P R   e A - - Q 1 7 C  f   CI Q S'! C O V l '  '   -{  n -r  -  . . n . . i . b » . n . .. . .     ,   - - t   ir i n i TT1T 1 l -
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whi ch had be en r e c one t ruc t ed on t he ba s i s of Zuf t we,f f e do-

    cumente, there seems to have been still another succesB-

ful instarice of the employment of aireraft againet tanke.

Unfortunately , no mention of it could be found in either

Army or Zuftwaffe sources. '

On 17 and l  May, the German panzer wedge (the   C  

Panzer Ovrps, Guder.ian
), which wae advancing from the

 
Meuae to the Channel coast, found itself in a precariou 

 

eituation in the vicii ity of Laon
l 

. The  rench tank ,
 

forces under General de Gaulle had launched a counte at-
,

t ack aga i net t he f l ank of t lae German adv anc i ng wedge and  ,
 

, ; .
_   '  iad mana,ged t o open a f ai r l y s er i ou e gap . Thi a undeni s bl e

 
i ni t i a l. +srt  c ce ee-, howev er , wa s s oon c ount er a ct ed "t hank s

exc l ue i v e l  r t o t he ac t i v i t  r of ithe German di v e bomber s ", , 
which aucceeded in eliminating the majority 4f the Frencla

I  ,I
tan e.  

 

,
1

 he above accou t ia substantiated to a certain egtent ,
'

by t he oppo si t e s i de . In a,n Amer i can mi l i t ar y  i i s t or yi _
 

pnbl i cat i oh:
14

, i t f a s t a t e d t hat on 1T   a.y t he Fr ench' 4t h  
Armor e:d
  Division, under the command of General de Gaulle,

-

13 - Ba eed on a$ e s   a b D a or Geor 1P. Feucht er i n t he   wi e ry y   g
j our na l . "Fl   gwe hx und Te ehni k " (D i l i t ar  r Aer onaut i c ® and '
Technology), No. 2, February 1949, "Entwicklung und kriega-
entscheidende Bedeutung der huftkriegfuhrung im 2. 11Peltkrie$"
 De elopments in the Conduct of Air  iarfare during the Second
l o.r l d 1 ar and i t e 3i gni f i c an c e i n Deci di ng t he  Out c ome of
the War }, Seetion 2s "Der huftkrieg bie Zur Kapitulation
Frankreichs" (The Air llar up to th e Capitulation of Franae).

1 4 - Th e Oa mpa i gn i n t h e We s t 1 94 0 , US  di l i t ar y Ae ad e my , 1Ne s t
Point, New York , 1945 (pages 48 and Q9 of the GermB.n trans-
lation , contained in the  arlsruhe Docum nt Collectionl.

.   ,
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,
had undertaken a foray of  hcut t-en mi1Ps, approaching

Montcornet from the south , "without meeting serious Ger-

man resistance. Obv;ously de Gau11e had advan ced into

an unoccupied sector , so that the attack was r ointless."

Tu o days later , however , on 1  May , de Gaulle a±±acked

once more towards the north ; "Thi
. 

time his forces moved

forward to a point some six miles north of Laan before

the,y were forced to withdraw by heavy enem,y
bombardment."

Finally , this encounter between aircraft and tanks isi
also substantiated in the -- undoc imented -- note^ of

Br =  n c h   I I I ( l  i l i t a r y Hi s t o r y ) o _
f t r e h u f t wa f f e Ge n e r a T

Staff. The following er.try appears under date of 1 

May 1Q401 :

"Dive-bomber , twin-engine fi rter , and bomber

un tc attacked ar. enemv tank column moving north

• in the vicinity of Laon and forced it to retreat."

'1'Y:us it seems established beyond doubt that an engagement

of this kind did take place near Laon , even though the

available accounts seem contradictorv.

These three instances of the Pmplo,ymen
t of aircraft

against tanks (La.on ,
Arra.s, ar d Cambrai) proved conclu-

sively that air units were capable of disrupting and dis-

persing enemy tank operations on their own , i.e. without

1 5 - " '̂h e Wa.r i n t h e We c t i n 1   4 0 " ( De r Kr i e g i.m We s t e n I q d O)
( pr e l i mi n a r y d r a f t s i n t e l e gr a r  s t

,y
l e , c omp i l e d by Br a n c h

VITI),  , Zicrofilm D/9 of the Karlsruhe Document Collection .
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any close connection with the operations being carried

out by their own armies. These succesaes were augmented

by the repeated attacks 'carried out by German air units

on enemy tank assemblies or on tank columns advancing

from the south towards the German defense front. Such

attacks have been mentioned repeatedlg  in the previoua

chapters, particularly in connecti.on with the account of

s t r a t e g i c f l a,n k c ov e r ag e b
,y

t h e Luf t wa f f e .

The lessons learned from these operations were to re-
•

u h e t ' r e u e u ntaln thelr valzdlty througho t t e n 1 s bs q e t

course of World War II.

5) Antiaircraft Ax tillery
_
in Antitank Operations

For the first time the Luftwaffe antiaircraft artillery

 orces, organized intex often reinforced regiments and

battalions, appeared on the ecene during the campaign in

   
the West as a second highly effective w eapon again st

enemy tanks. Their comm.
itment within the framework of

Army operations provided another surprise for the enemy 

Retrospective examination of evenfs r akea it cleaa

that these two branches of the huftwaffe -- the flying

unite and the antiaircraft artillery -- , the one o r erating

from the air and the other from the ground , frequently

claimed the decisive role in providing effective defenses

against enemy tank forces, defenses which the Army itsel 

wae not numerically strong enough to furnish at all times

and in a1T Ioca itiee.

In other words, the antiaircraft artillery forcee of

the Luftwaffe , as a strategic and mobile ground weapon ,
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represented a valuable supplement to tbe combatting of

enemy tanks by means of aircraft.

_

•
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In addition to this, on more than one occasion the a.n-

tiaircraft artillery forces, employed as "assault artillery"',

were able to•help the Army out of a critical situation .

These brief atatements appear neces$ary in our summar-

izing conclusion in order to round out the picture. The 

have been condensed from the detailed account which ap-

pears in Chapter X .

g } Ai.r c r af t i n Oper at i ona aga i ns t   fav al Tar get  

  The emp l ov men t o f a_i r c r a.
f ± i n at t a c k s on n av al t ar g e t s

a.n d por t i n e t a l l a t i o n e h ad a l r e ad
,y

b e   un on a sm.a,l 7l s c a l e

du r i ng t r e c amna i gn i n Pol a n d . Th e r e , h owe v.e r , t h i s t y p e

of commitm ent had had more or less the character of a

supp lemental or secondary misaion in the geographicall r

l i  h i t e d o p e r a t i on a l ar e a a r ound t h e c i t y o f Dan.z i g , f a r

r e mov e d f r o m t he f oc a l po i n t of t he r e a t o f t h e op e r a t i on s
•

and closely tied tQ a strictly limited action.

I t wa s du r i ng t h e We s e r D Tan e uv er t h a t Lu f t wa f f e u n i t s

were first as$igned exclusively to operations against  

naval targets on a larger scale and in a more extemsive

operational area . Both la.nd and naval sircraft units were 

u t i l i z e c  , t h e i r a i r c r a f t e s p e c i a l l y e qu i pp e d a nd t he i r

crew s especially tra.
jned for the specialized mission in-

volved ('although both equ ipment and training in this field

e    j
were still at a fairly  stage of development ).  

During the campaign in the West, on the other hand ,

f or t h e f i r s t t i me Lu f t wa f f e un i t s
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trained and equipped exclusively for employment in atra-

tegic air warfare over land and for tactica]1 coop eration

with the Army were utiZized from the very begin  ng -- and

to an increasing degree as operations progresaed -- in

attacks on enemy sh ipping and enemy-occupied ports along

t h e Cha ru  e l c o a s t .

The result was a completely new kind of miaeions and

neither the equipment nor the training of the units con-

cerned fulfil ed the prerequisites for its succeesful aa-
_

complishment,  

In meeting this challenge with success, the crews of

t h e "  r a t e g i c " Lu f t wa f f e u n i t s s o crn b e c ame a l l - r oun d f l i e r   ,

confronted not only day by day , but hour by hour , with a

series of eompletely different missions -- tacticall inter-

vention in ground operations as "substitute artillery ";

 
• indirect aupport of Army operatione by means of attacks ott

. .near-area communicatlons lines, and now employment agalnst

enemy ghipping and harbors.

The latter , however , cannot be interpreted as taking

place within the fra.mework of strategic air warfare over

water ; inetead , it was carried out in close conneetion

with the ground operations, i .e. with indirect support of

Army activity . And this was the innovation !

.
7) ST rate ic Coverage of the Flank from the Air

Operation YELL4IP brought the only , really surprising new

idea in the conduct of operations on the ground , namely the

commitment of tank forces en masse for the achieFement of

far-reaehing etrategic goals. To amplzfy this somewhat ,
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it wae the planning of a breakthrough operation on the

middle aector of the front , to be carried out

 

•
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with the aid of direct air support provided by str ng

close-support units of the Luftwaffe. This breakthrough

operation was to decide the outcome of the overall oper-

ation -- as, indeed , it did .

This ground action was not only directly supported tac-

tically from the air ; it was also strategicalTy aecured

by means of systematic and extensive coverage of the

f l a nk s by t h e un i t s of t he s t r a t e g i c Lu f t wa f f e .

Thfs was the truly new factor in Cermany "s modern con-
 

c e t o f t h e c on du c t of war , an d f u n da me n t a l l i t wa s t ?  eP Y

only really new idea to emerge from the office of the Com-

man de r i n Chi e f , Lu f t waf f e . Al t h ou gh t h i s n ew me t h o d of
.

comrn:itment was closely allied with the operations of the

Army an d ultimately provided a transition to the mission 

of indirect air support of the Army , stilll it did represent

  a new and hitherto unknown version of strategic air war-

fare , aimed at the independent achievemen  , by the Luft-

wa f f e , o f a de c i s i v e s t r a t e g i c go al .

And in this, for the first time we find a genuine in-

s t a n c e o f t he f o r mat i on o f an e f
.
f e c t i v e po i n t of ma i n

effort on the part of Luftwaffe commanders, a point of main

effort within the framework oi  the cooperation betw een

tactical and strategic Luftwaffe forces at the focal point

of the overalT oneration 

8) Radaa

For t he l a s t o f t h e c or d u s i on s t o b e di s cu e s e d h e r e , oua

choice inevitably must fall unon a. technical development ,

one whose significance first became apparent during Opera-
 , 

t i on   LQ11,
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although at that time German military leadere did not fuI-

  ly grasp the enormity of this significance. Very shortly

thereafter , however, dur ing the Battle of  ritain , the

overwhelming importance of radar was to become a deteaznin-

ing factor -- in favor of the enemy . We are dealing here,

of cour ae , with radio detecting and ranging , which became

familiar during the later course of the war under the

abbreviation "radar ".

At the time the war began , development had reached ap-
 

proximately the same stage in England and in Germany .

Germany posses ed the completed Freya modeh , a ground in-

etrument used in aircraft warning services.

In the meantime technological degelopment had progresaea 

further in England, and very soon the German bomber unit 

began to realize the effectiveness of this development.

In this connection , let ua recalT the attack
 

of the 30th•

Bomber Wing , which were to be carried out over the Charlnel

by aircraft proceeding along tMe coast from Holland , but

which finally had to be discontinued because the Brit sh

fighters were always alerted in time to head off the  erman

a i r c r a f t .

During the sir battle over Dunkirk , the effectiveness

of the British radar network , greatly expanded in the mean-

time , became startlingly clear for the first time ; nearl r

every German bomber unit was picked up in time, and the

 pitfires were waiting for it , ready to go into action .

This explains in large part the very heavy German losaes.
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This "stra.
tegic air war", however , which was directed cen-

t r a l l y by t h e o f f i c e of t he Command e r i n Chi e f , hu f t waf f e , s o e a 

gave way to  "cooperation with the Army ". The shift to the new

mise ion began as early as the first day of the ©ffensive.

With the shift, the real responsibility for the conduct

of operations inevitably devolved upon the Air Fleets, which

in turm were influenced far less by directives coming from the

  f f i c e o f t h e Comman d e r i n Ch i e f , Lu f t wa f f e , t h an by t h e n e e d s

and requirements of the Army Groups they were assigned to sup-
•

 port.

Thus uniform and centralized leadership by the office of

the Commander in Chief, Luftwaffe , became more and more of a

fiction . For it was the development of the gToun d operation s 

which determined tthe operational decisions of the huftwaffe

field commanders.

As a result , in respect to both stra+egy and tactics, the , 

office of the Commar_
der in Chief, Luftwaffe , had very little

opportunity to participate in the com.ma.n
d function . The only

possible avenue of intervention took the form of directives

of more or less organi ati.ona
l character -- the distribution of

forces, for exa.mp
le: the withdrawal of the Air Zanding Corps,

the exchange of the I for the YIII Air Corps , the transfer of

the Close-Support Corps to the south for direct air support

operations with the Pan er Group von Kleist , the concentration

o f h u f t wa f f e un i t a i n pr e p ar a t :i on f or t he o f f e n s i v e ope r a t i on

at Dunkirk . These are a few of the most important instances

of such intervention .

But even these measures, although initiated by the office
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o f ?   r e e nie n t s a n d d i .r e c t i v e s e  rle r   i n  ; f r om t h e t c p e c h e l on r e -

nr e s e n t e d b y t h e 1°iF    r ma c h t u i   t  Co:mma.n  ? .

Tt zti o ,_i
l d b e  

.n a c cu r a +e t o r e r r  .    ,c h +. h e o t 't ' i c    o f t   p Com na n d-

e r i n Cr  i e f , Tz, f ±• ra.f f e , wi t L, l a c -:  c f i.n i t i a t i v e on t h : s a c c o u n t .

I n t r e h i   -ti1e r s en s e o f t rle c o : :  a n d f u n c t    nn , h u f ±wa f f e i e a d e r s

h a d d e n r  
.v e d t h e rr:s e l v e s   f t h P i n i ± i :  t i v e t  r  e mo me n t t h e y d e v i a -

t e d f r o m t h e o r i g i n e  
. c o n c e p t c f s ± r a t e.   -i. c   i r wa r f a r c a n d a c -

c e n t e d t h e n r i n c i p l e     f a .
i r s,r r T  o r   f r,r t   ;F-   .r mv .

  e n u n c i   t   o n o t ' t ri e c o mm  .n
d    i a. s  :r   ,

t e   z c a i r wa r - - a n d

•
wi t }1 i

.
t r e n u r .c

i a t   o n o f a 1 1 c e n t r a l  
.   e d c o u:n a n d - - h a d  t h e i n -

e v i t a b i e r e s u l t t si   .
t t h e C o n ma.r c p r i r_

Ch   e f , Zu   ' t v  a f f e , n o w b e -

  a n t o i ri t e r f e r e i n t h e r  i n o r d e  _a.
i l s   t ' c n mma    d   n t h e f i

.e
l d ,

a r d t F i s t o a.n e v e r   rlc r e a  ; i
.n g n E  r   e , mh e r     ti Te s a r e    e t i t   o r_

o f t h e s a me s o r t e f t h i n   wh i c h h a d b e e n n o t F  d d u r i n   t h e c a m-

p a i   r_
 
.n

P o 1
.a .r .

d .
We l a c k '  h e d o c  ame n ± a r y Pv   d e n c P t o s u b s t a r .-

t :i   .
t e t h e s e s t a t e   ie r  t s wi t h  : a c t s . ? •ie v e r -̀     e l e s s , t h e " i n t e r mi

.n - 

a b l e e x c z t e d d   .s c  :as     o n c " b e t  a;Fe r. Go r i n   a n d  t l  e Con ma n d e r 7
_r 

C i i e f o _
f t:} ie S e c on d Az

.r
P l e e t r e Ya r c i n g t h e a t t a c k on Ra t t e r d   .m

1 7

a r. e a n i n d i c a t     n t :  a t +r  e ??e i c h s r a .r s c ha l l ' s t e n d ? n c y t o i n t e r -
K

f e r e i n t r  
.v

i a l n a  : t e r s vra s e a r l        v e   !   + s p
 

. Al t h e u   ;h z n

+h i s Ta r t i c u l a r ; n Ct a n c e t h a r e ma ti h a v e b e e n _  o l i t i c a l f a c t o r s

a n d a s p P e t s o f i n t e r n a t i o n s.
l l a w wh i c h r e a l l

,y
j u s t  

.
f i e d t h e c o n -

c Q.r n o f t     e C ,  îM  .Y 
d e r i r. Ch   e f o f t h  ;   u f ±,   : -  ' f e , t h e a u t h o r i s

a b l e t o c c,n f i r m   r o _n     e _r c o n a     x r>e r   Pn c e t }  a .
t  -h e r e  l e .r e ma n y

o c c a .s
i o n s o n   rh  i c h t h e Lu i t wa ; f e OF e r    .

t i o n s S t a f f , a.c
t i n g o n

Gc  r i n   ' s o r d e r s ,  
.
i s   l a .y e d u n c o r   na n i n t e r e s t i rl t h e c o m.m

i t me n t

o r i n d i v  
.
d u a l a i r u n i t s , d otarn t c  . c  u a d r o n l

.e v e l . I t i s c l e a r

1 7 - Ke s s e l r i n   , , o ti , c i t . , r_a   e   7 .
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that this sort of thing is more likely tn disrunt and confuse the

orderly course  f' comlr and than to promote it. The traditional

pr -i n c i p l e t h a t t on - 1 e v e l c omme r_
d s ho i  l d c a r r .y ou t i t s f u n c t  

_on

o f l e a d er s h i p by me s.n s of d e l e   qt i n   ; au t h o  1̂ t
,y r 3 t h e r t ha n b

,y

i s s u i n g s p e c i f i c op e r a t i on a l o .r
d e r s wa :: i   n or e d mor e ar.d mo r e a s

time went on .

Th e d ay - bv - day d ev ? 1 o r.me n t n .
f fi h e o v e r a i l op e r at i on , wh i c h

pr o c e ed e d mu c h mor e r a P -i d l v t h   n mi l i +a r      ps.a e r s h ad an t i c i   a t e d ,

created a situation in which alI attempts to intervene "from above"

  i n  ra r i ab l y c ame t o v l at e , s i nc e e v e n t s ha d mov e d on i n t h e me an :

time.

The r e a l f un c t i on o f c omma.r d wa s c ar r   e d. ou t by t he Se c on d

and Thir.
d Air Fleets and by thP VIII Air Corps, which had achiev-

ed a more o_r
less independent status.

A c ommen t ma d e a t t ha t t i.me b y t h e f or me r Ch i e f o f t he Lu f t -

wa,
ffe Operati ns Staff is indicative of the fact that the metrods

 

of command es ou ed b the Co n e  p s y mma d r z n Ch1 ef , Lu f t wa l_f e , we r e

even then encountering a certain am ount of resistance on the part

of his top-level staff . General von Walda z!s statement is as

f o l l ows : "A
. c omman d a g e n c ,Y v h   c h a r r og a t e s t o i t s e l f t h e r i gh t

to decide trivial details in t  e complex machinery of a technicall

service branch 7s bound to eliminate itself completely in prac-

tice."
18 He continues, in an entrv writter_ on tne day before

t h e o f f e n s i v e s t ar t e d , "A c ompl
.e x t e c hn i c a l mi 1   +a.r ,y

  n s +r ume n t

c3nnot be expected to cope with last-minute changes in plan ."
lq

18 - Diary of General von Waldau , Ch
.
ie.

f of the Zuftwaffe Operations
St af f , e n t r y da t e d 1 8 Apr 1 1 1   4d , t h i s b e f o r e t he b e g i nn i n g
of the offensive ( arlsruhe Document Collection ).

1 9 - I b i d .
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Under these eircumstances there wae no opportunity for

reaI. atrategic and tactical leadership on the part of the offie e

o h • f t e Command e r i n Ch i e f , Lu f t   raf f e , t hu a i t s l n f l u e n c e wa e

concentrated in the activity of the Quartermaster Genera]1 (Gene-

ralquartiermeiater ). The latter 's administrative appe,ratus

funetioned smoothly and succeesfully overcame the difficulfies -

created in troop replacement and supply delivery by the unexpect- ,

edly rapid progress of the advanee. The occasional deficienciee

in the personnel replacement system were due less to the inade-
+

quacy of the apparatus administered by the Quartermaeter  General

than to faulty long-range plan aing on the part of Luftwaffe lead-

ers. This in turn was the result of the orders iseued by the

Supreme Commander , orders dictated by political rather than mi-

litary coneiderations.

Ae a matter of fact , the duties of the office of the Commander

in Chief, Luftwaffe, were by no means reatricted to the West. They•

also extended to the operation going on in Norway and to the over- .

water air war againet England , closely connected with the l orwe-

gian action . It was the task of the Commander in Chief to coor-

dinate these operationa with the campaign in the West , which --

in the last anal rsis, wa9 only a part of the o.verall offensive

against the Britieh Isles.

The concept of the air war against &  .gland seem $ to have been

uppermost in the mind of the Commander in Chief, Zuftwaffe, through-

out the courae of the operations in the West.

German military leaders had early recognized the importan ce  

of t h e Ch a nn e l c o a s t f or t h e c on du c t of l a t er o p e r a t i on e a g a i n  st

the British Isles. German occupation of the coaet would mean
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not only that England would have lost its advan ce base on the

Continent as well as its lines of comrnun ication to the Continent ,

 

i

•
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but also that it would have become aware of the imffiinent threat

to the safety of the British Isles.

Yet , in con sequence of the shortsightedness of German air

leaders , the instrumen-ts needed to carry out the subsequent at-

tacks on the British homeland were simply not available. The

first of these was a long-range bomber (the He-111 and the Ju-88

were inadequate), and the second a long-range fighter. It was

not until later , however , that theae planning errors oII the part

o f t h e Lu f t wa f f e t op- l e v e l c ornman d we r e t o b e c ome f u l l y a ppa r e n t .

- Quite apart from these plans and deliberations pointing to

the future , the Commander in Chief , Luftwaffe , tried once more --

during the last phase of Operation YELLOS -- to regain eontrol

over the command of the strategic air war . He was not succese-

ful in this attempt. The Dunkirk Interl.u
de provides striking

procrf of this etatement.  e have already pointed out
20 how the

Comman d e r i n Ch i e f , Lu f t wa f f e , g a i n e d a ppr ov a l f r om Hi t l e r f ar

_ his plan to have the Luftwaffe destroy the British Expeditionary
Corps eingle-handedly . In any case, Hitler finally agreed , and

the outcome ie common knowledge.

But this -- clearly negative -- outcome was brought about

by two instances of faulty command a

1 ) excessive demanda upon the troops

2) dissipation of the available forces.

20 -  ee Chapter I% of thia atudy*
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Tr e f i r s t f a c t or , t h e e x c e s s   v e d e nl? r .
d S ma d e u p o n t l  e t r o o n s ,

 
h a s e.

  r e 2 d y b e e n d i s r:u s s PC]   r   d e t a z 1 ` l
.

T i e s e c on d , t h e d 1 s s i ?  a t i on o f t l ;e   ,v a i l a r l e f or c e s , r. e -

qu i r. e s a dd i t i on a l c on r!:en t . .4t     !e v c r ,y momen t . 'h en a l I s.v a i l
.a

b l e

l ,u f t wa f  - e u n i t s we _r e b e i n  ; a s s e !rlb l e d f or a c on c e n t r a t e d b l ow

c r_
Du n k   r k , a nu mb e r o f a.t t a ck s we r e f l own i n  Fri n g : t r en   t h on

t Yie s h i r  X i n     o r t o f P  a _r s p i  
_
I e o n ]

_   n d ? J u n e . I t   s ob v i ou s

t h a t t h e s c i 'o r c e ; , emn l o ,y ? d on t t  e hZe d  .t e r r a n e a n c o a s t r. emo t e

f r om t }  e a r e a.
i n wh ; c h t h e d e c i s i v e c on f  

.
i c t      .s t a k i n   p l a c e ,

 
we r e s ar e l v rni s s e d a t Du r.k 7.r

k .

Ap a r t f r om t h i s , t h e l a r   e - s c a l c a t t a c k on D _in k i:r k wa ^ b r o -

k e n c  f f a t t h e :nc  s t c r i t :i c a l       i n t , b F c   u s F  t h    t o t a l l y e x h a u s t e d ,

ba  ie-weary bombFr and fi rter fc>rces from toth Air FlePts --

after having participated in the last attc.c
k on Dunkirk on 2

J u n e - - h a d t o n r e pa   e f or t h F a  ̀ t   .c k on   ti  e F r e n c h a i r c r a  ̀ t

  a nd a r ma me n t f a c t o r i e g n e   r P a r i s wY  i c h wa s s l a t e d f or 3 J un e .

Th e 1
_a

t t e r a t t   .c
k wa s d i c t a t e   f a r ?no r e b

.y n ol i t i c a l c on s i d e .r a -

t i o n s t h a n b  J t h e ±Fn e t s , f mi l i t  3 r ,y   l a nn   n ,  .

Tr       t h e c on du c t o f " s t r   t c g i c   ; r wa r  ̀ 'a r e " , a s r e s ume d
.

b y t h e Co   la n d e r i n C1-ii e f , Lu f  't wa f f e , c nn t e n t e d i t s e l f wi t h

h a l f -   ?e a s u r e s wh i c h d i s s  .pa t e  :   Y e s t r en   ` r. o l ' T.. e t r o a n s a n d

brcught no tan ible succe: s.

An d   h i s v a s t he e nd o f OF e r a t i c>n YEZLGW a s f a r a s t h e

Zu f t •,  a f f e wa s c e n c e r n e d .

2 1 - S e E Ch a p t e r SX o f t l-: i s s t u d     i n c o r_n e c t i a n titi i t h t h e c o mme ra s

of the former Comm ander in Ch ief , Second A ir F leet (Kessel-

r i n   ; , o p . c -l t  .
 

.
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c ) the purpose behind the compilation and publication

0
of such a summary (propagandistic m tivatioa).

Even the available official German documents, which wil 

be dealt with below in some detail , are by no meana free of the

inaccuracies cited above. For this reason , all statistics are

to be viewed with a certain amount of  uspicion . The comparf-

son of one set with another may perhaps result in a oomposite

picture not too far removed from reality .

Th e av a i l ab l e o f f i c i a l do cu me n t s p e r t a i
.n

a.ng t o t h e numb e r

  of enemy aircraft destroyed by the Luftwaffe and the number of

aircraft admittedly lost by the Luftwaffe are listed below :
22

1 ) Compilation and publication of Allied a.nd Geaman lossea

b a s e d on t he r e p or t s   f t h e 1  e hr ma c h t Hi gh Command f r om

10 to 31 May 194Q.

As far as reliability is concerned , it must be adm itted

that a certain propagandistic tendenc C can.aY.o
t be dieeount-

'
ed and that , consequently , the reports submitted by the

eommander in Chief , Luftwaffe , for daily editing and pub-

lication probably are not complete. In addition it muet

be borne in mind that the reports sometimes included the

suecPsses reported from the Norwegian theater of opera-

tions , withou  consistently identifying this source.

22 - See Appendix 78 and the attached commentary thereto .
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During the month of May , i.e. during the course of Op-

er a t i on YELZOW, t he r e po r t s o f t h e 9Pe hr mac h t Hi gh Comma nd

indica±e that a total of 2 ,59'8 enemy aircraft were des-

troyed , the breakdown as follows:

945 destroyed in aerial combat,

304  destroyed by the antiaircraft artillery

forces, and

1 ,349 destroyed on the ground .

The eame source indicates that only 402 German aircraft
 

aere destroyed.

2 ) In addition , in the "Summary of the Employment of the

Luftwaffe in the Operations in Holland , Belgium , and

Northern France"
 3

, the Comman der in Chief, Lttftwaffe ,

presents still another set of figurea, this time restrict-

ed to Operation YELLOR .

• According to this -- indieputably official -- sum ary ,

during the period from 10 May through 31 May 1940 the

f o l l owi n g numb e r s    c    g  a     o f e n e my a i r c r a f t s e r e

destroyed , "without doubt", as the report indicates:

1,094 destroyed in aerial combat,

63I destroyed by the an tiaircraft artillery

forcea, and

1,005 destroyed on the ground

. ,2 ,730 enemy aircraft destroyed.

23 - Commander in Chief , Luftwaffe, Operations Staff , Intelligence,

.
File No. 10641/40 , Classified , dated 3 June 1940 (distributed
to all Luftwaffe headquax ters and to the l ehrmacht High Com-
mand ).
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The above figures d  not include enemy aircraft deetroyed

in their hangare, which , in any caee , would be very diffi-

cult to estimate with ax y degree of accuracy . Oomparison

with the reports of the Rehrmacht High Command reveale that

the "Sw nm ry " is slightly higher in the total number of

enemy aircraft destroyed , but considerably lower in th 

number of aircraft deatroyed on the ground.

3 ) The "Re p or t vf t h e Ge r man l  e hr ma ch t Hi gh Coraman d a f t e r Qon -

clusion of the Fighting at Flanders and Artois" (Bericht

•
dea deutechen Oberkommandos der Wehrmacht nach Abechlusa

der Kampfe in Flandern und in Artois}, publiahed by the

Fiihrer Headquartera on 4 June 1940 , bringe still another ,

e v e n h i g h e r s e t o f f i gur e s . Thi s di s c r e p an
,
ey c att b e e x -

plained by the fact that this report almost eertainl r con-

. tains at leaet a part of the figuaes pertaining to the

operation at Dunkirk .
-

Aceording to this source , during the period from.
l0 Ms 

.

t hr ou g3i J un e 1 9 4 0 a t o t a   o f 1 , 8 4I1 e n e my a i r c r af t wer e

ahot down (1 ,142 in aerial combat and 699 by antiaircraft

artillery ), and at least 1 ,600 to 1 ,
fi00 "destroyed on the

ground".

This would mean a total of :

1 , 84 1 a i r c r a f t eh o t down

  1 ,650 aireraft destroyed on the ground (the average be-
tween the figuxes  
g i v en ab ov e }

3 ,   9 1 e n eiqy a i r c r af t d e s t r oy e d  

  Th e r e p or t i r d i c a t e s Ger.man a i r c r a f t l o s s e s a e 4 3 2 .

The reports descri ed above were limited to Operatiozt
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terial pertaining to
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the following phase,  neration FED . There are, however ,

a number of summaries which cover the entire period of

the offensive  n the West. A]
.
though t.here are gaps in

these summaries, they may be useful and interesting for

pur p o s e s of c ompa r i s on wi t  -  t h e f i gu r e s a l r e a dy c i t e d

for May 1940 . Th e following have been selected s

4J "Losses in Combat Aircraft" during the period from April

through June 1940 :
24

According to this summarv , the following aircraft aere
•

lost durin _
 g the period covered :

close-range reconnaissance aircraft 23S

long-range reconnaisseace aircraft l06

s i n gl e - e n g i n e f i gh t e r a i r c r a f t 5? 9 

twin-engine fighter aircraft 216

bomber aircraft 976

dive-bombet and close-support aircraft 187

t r. an s por t a i r c r a f t 2 4'2•
nav a l a i r c r f ta 90

courier aircraft 76

TOTAL : 2 ,694
25

Even after deducting the following :

a) losses suffered in Norway from April through June,

b ) losses suffered in t ansport, naval , and courier

aircraft (a total of 608 ), and

24 - Based on the documente of Bran ch VI , Luftwaffe High Command ;
t h e s e do c umPr.t s a r e dat e d 1 7  Tun e 1 9 4 5 , t hu s a f t e r t he e nd
of the war (photoetatic copy in the Karlaruhe Documer.t

Col-
lection ).

25 - The photosts±ic copy nentioned in Footnote 24 gives the total
as 2,784 aircraft ; this is ar.paren

tly an error in addition
in the source 
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+ - Translator 's Note: Editor , please check ! I get a total of
2 ,703 instead of either 2,694 or 2,784 ' Also the total of
"tra.nsport, naval , and courier aircraft" cannot possibl,y

be
608 as indicated !

•

!
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c) the losses contained in the above table but pertain-

ing to aircraft assigned directly to the officea of

the Luftwaffe General , Army High Command , a.n
d the

Zuftwaffe General , Navy High Command,

we wou l d b e l e f t wi t h a c on s i d e r ab l y h i gh e r.
f i g ur e o f l o s s -

ea for the "strategic" Luftwaffe than was given in any of

the sources cited unde  1 ), 2), or 3), above.

5) In conclusion , again for purposes of comparison with the

figures cited above , let us refer to one more summary ,
 

an excerpt from "German Aircraft Loases" (Die deutschen

Flug eugverluste) from 1939 to 19442
 
.

According to this summar•y , during the period from 10

May through 1 July 1940 (thus during the entire course

of the offensive in the West) the following "combat air-

craft"'
 ?

were lost. "Lost" in this case refere to anY-

thing from 10  damage to total loss; the loss-es incurred•

in Norway are included.

• bomber aircraft 635

dive-bomber and close-support 14 7s i r c r a f t

single-engine and twin-engine 457
f i   ht e r a i r c r a f t

To t a l : l ,   39 a i r c r a f t .

2  - Based on d cuments prepared by Branch VI (Quartermaster ) of
th e huftwaffe General Staf  (according to a summary contain-
ed in the garlsruhe Document Collection ).

27 - Nhat is meant is obviously those aircraft capable of being
em lo ed in o erations at the frontP Y P .
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    maz'Y and Eva l uat i on

Al l t h e ab ov e f i gu r e s , r e ga r dl e s s of wh e t h e r t h e  r r e f e r t o

Germa.n succesees or to German losses , are contradictory . It is

absolutely imposaible to reduce them to any common denominator .

Nor ie it even poss:ible to define what this common denomi-

nator should be -- at least not on the basis of the available

source material -- as long as we are not in a position to de-

fine the criteria applied in each individual case.

In addition to the factors which we have already mentioned ,
• the chief soureee of error would seem to lie in the following

('in reepect to both "auccesses" an d "losaes"}:

1) lack of differentiation between "combat aircraft" an d

other aircraft, and

2) lack of uniformity in defining the coneept of "loss";

does it refer to the total destruction of an aircraft?

on which side of the front? does it mean the loss of.

and aircraft , or an aircraft together with its crew' 

does it take into account the time required to make thoae

repairs necessary to fit the aircraft for renewed employ-

me n t ? e t c .

It can be assumed that the official German reports of German air-

craft losaes refer almost exclusively to total losses on the

other side of the front , in other words that they in lude those

aircraft listed as "missing".
(It is only the summary cited

under 5), above , which includes th e percentage of damage.
)28

As far as enemy lossea are concerned, it would seem that

 
28 - In this context, the reader is referred to the commentar 

which accompanies Appendix 78 .
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t h e "  'ummary " pr epar ed by t he of f i c e of t he Commander i n Chi ef ,

Lu f t waf f e ( s e e  2 ) , abov e } i s , af t er a l l , t he mos t r e l i abl e , s i nc e

it does not take into account the aircraft destroyed inside the

hangare -- a factor which, in any rase, is not subject to veri-

fication.

According to the Commander in Chief , Luftw affe, then , and

disregarding the many potential sources of error , Operation

YELL08 reaulted in the destruction "w ithout doubt" of 2,730

enemy aircraft.

  This stil]i does not answer the question of whether the

e n emy c an p o s a i b l y h a re ha d t ha t many s er v i c e a b l e a i r c r a f t a t

his disposal in May 1940  

In combination with the figure arrived at by the Commsxider

in Chief , Luftwaffe, th e summary derived from the reports of

the Wehrmacht High Command is of interest in that it reveals

the following progreseive trends (Appendix 78}s
•

1) the curve referring to enemy losses shows that the per-

iod of concentration on the struggle to eliminate th 

Allied air forces occurred durin the firstg f ew day s of

the offensive ; once air supremacy had been achieved  

th  curve began to go downhilZ, irregularly at first,

but nonetheleas unmistakably .

2 ) t h e cur v e r e f e r r i n g t o Ge r man a i r c r a f t l o s   e er r ev e al s

a comparable development.

A171 in alI -- it seems imposaible to reach a definitive con-

clusion regarding German materiel losseg. It seems highly p o-

bable that the figures given in the sourcee we have cited refer

to total los®es occurring behind the enemy front.
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As f ar a ® Op er a t i on gEh  01  i s c o n c e r n e d , t h e s e l o s ae a ae era

to be relatively slight , regardless of which source we select.

4n the other ha.nd , we must not lose sight of the fact that

Op e r at i on YELLOIV wa s t o b e f o l l owe d b
,y an a c t i on c ha r a c t er i z e e 

by eztremely high German loeses -- the Dunkirk Interlude.

The investigation of peraonnel loas es is not nearly so

difficult. Aere we have authentic documents available , which

proiride information not onl  on actual personnel loeaea but

al$o on the overall peraon.ne
l situation at that time.

_
These statistica are presented below .

•
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The following remarks are important to the accurate evaluation

of t he f or e go i ng t abl e s

1) The figures are based on the so-called "10-day reports

of t he Lu f t wa f f e t o t h e Ae hr ma c h t Hi gh Command " ( 1 0- Ta g e -

Me l dun g e n d e r hu f t ava f f e an OHII  .
) 2   

. These reports were

. intended for internal circulation on13 ; copiea were

forwarded to the Fiihrer 's ad utants and to a few top-

level Luftwaffe headquarters. In other words, they were  

to be treated a® confidential, which serve$ to increase
 

t h e i r  ral u e f r om t he poi nt of v i ew of r e l i abi l i t y .

The figures contained in the foregoing table have bee n

compiled by the author on the basis of the "10-day re-

ports" referring to the total losses suffered by the

Luftwaffe (including ground personnel , antiaircraft ar-

tillery personnel , and signal commur ieatione peraonnel ).

- The figures included in the table, however , refer only

to flying personnel.  

2  The table makes a distinction betwee n the total number

of dead , miseing , and wounded (Column A ) and the number

of dead , miasing , and wounded attributable to enem,y av-

tivity (Column B ).

29 - The figurea for the first ten daye are baeeat on s Commander
i n Ch i e Y , Lu f t wa f f e , Gen e r al St af f , Qu ar t e r ma s t er Gen e r a T ,
Branch VI , No. 2532/40 , Clasaified (IA ), dated l2 May 19 a .
 he Figures for the next ten days are based on s Commander
i n Ch i e f , Lu f t wa f f e , Gen e r a l St af f , Qu a r t e r ma s t e r Ge n e r a l ,
Branch VI , No. 282 /40 , Claseified (Il ), dated 3 June 1g40.

 I
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mhe da
.
fference betw een the two sets of figures is ex-

plai.ne
d by aircraft accidents in the operational area and

in the home area (at schools, in trair_ing uni.
ts, person-

nel replacement un ts, etc.
}
. The number of such acci-

dents seems to have been quite high .

I n c o n n e c t i o n wi t h   h e , r e s e n t s t ud y v fe a r e   n t e r e s t e d

primarily in the losses attributable to aerial combat

or e n e m,y a c t i v i t
,y

i Co l u mr_
B

,
l

. As d i s t i n gu i s h e d f
.r o m a Pr -

i a l c omb a t , e n emy a c t i v i t y pr.e s uma b l y r e f. e r s t o l o s e e s  
•

s u s t a i n e d on t h e g r ou n d a.s a r e s u _
l t o fi ' e n e my b omb a r dme n t

or fire from enemy airborne armarnents. These losses were

relatively slight.

3} The only tangible clue to actual losseg is provided by

t h e " mi. s s i n g " c o l  amn . Th e f i   u r e s f or t h e f   r s t t e n d a y s

are ext.reme
l
,y

high ; those for the nevt ten davs relative-

ly low .•

Ev e n s o , t h e s e f i gu _r e s   1 , 41 4 f or t    e f 1
_r s t t e r. d a y s ,

3 8 7 f or t h e f o l l owi n g t e r  d a y s ,
l d o n o t p e r mi t an y c o n c l u -

sions as to the number o.
f aircraft mis^ing. For from the

s i n g l e - s e a t e r Me - 1 C?9 t o t h e He - 11 1 .wi t ri a c r e w o f f ou r ,

a.l l a i r c r a f t mod e l s we r e i n c l ud e d i n t h e l o s s s t e,t i s t i c s .

Be t h a t a s i t may , fi h e l o s s of mor e t '  a n 1 , p 0 4 f l y i n g

personnel , listed as missing , made a, serious inroad in

Lu f t wa f f e s t r e n g t h du r -  n   ±h e s e t hr p F we e k s a l on e . Th e s e

we r e t h e " t o t e.l 1.o s s e G" b e Y» n   ±r e en emy f r on t wh z c h h av e

b e e n me n t  
_o n e d s o of t e n .

4 } Ap  ar f f r o  n 1   Rs-e s s  _  4 t a 1.n e d s.n t h e h ome s,r e a , t h e numb e r

o f d e a d a n d wou n d e d c ou l d b e c o nf i r r ie d on l y wh e n
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aircraft returned from the front with dead and wounded

on board . These figures give us no clue whatever to the

number and type of aircraft damaged .

5) The los8ee in officer personnel seem especially high .

Since there is no dnformation available as to the ratio

of officer to enlisted personnel in the flying crews, it

is impossible to cal culate officer losses in terms of a

percentage of the total loeaes.

6) Of special intereat is the commentary prepared by the

' o f f i c e of t h e Comma.nde r i n e h i e f , Lu f t wa f f e , t o a c c omp  

his statistical summary . The following statement is made

i n c onn e c t i on wi t h t h e f i r s t 1 0 - day r e p or t (1 0 - 20 l  ay )
,

referring to "flying personnel":

"At the preaent time , only the aerial reconnais8ance

• unita -- and th ese only to a certain degree -- are in

  a position to make up the losses incurred with trained 

pereonnel.

The fighter units have only very young , inezperienced

pilots at their dispoas.l , and the bomber units only

a small number of inexperienced crews."

An.
d the 10-day report for the seeond period is accompanied

by t h e f o l l owi n g r e mar k :

"A fairly large group of flying personnel will be re-

leased from the sehools in the near future ; the break-

down is as follows:  

bomber crew s with instrument flight training 1  6

dive-bomber erews 40

fighter pilots 6a_70,
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I . The Em  l  me nt o f t h e Z u f t wa f f   a     ; n s ± En emy
_

Nav a l Tar   e t s

The conduct of the over-water air war represented a special

sectmr of the overall military planning and the overallt conduct

of operations.

The brunt of operations was borne by the X Air Corps ,  Rhich

not onl T provided air support for the ground o erations in Nor-

wa3r, but also carried out the over-water air war against England

in the operational area extending from the southeFn part of the

North Sea to the Firth of Forth in the northernm ost part of the
• British Isles.

In addition , the 9th Air Division Clater the I% Air Corps)

also carried out over-wa.
ter sir operations , first under the di-

rect command of the office of the Commander in Chief , Luftwaffe ,

and then , after 23 May , under the command of the Second Air Fleet.
The primary mission of the 9th Air Division consisted in laying

mines from the air in the Channel waters along the eastern coast 

of England . Its secondary mi9sion was the bombardment of tar gets

in the Channel and along the Channel coast.

The Second Air Fleet , more specifically ita IV Air Corps,

also played a role in the conduct of air operations against na-

val targets. And it is the commitment of.
this particular ele-

ment of the strategic huftwaffe during Operation YELLOW which

interests us in the present context.

It is clear that the commitment of the three trocsp elements

mentioned above against England we_re
integral parts of a unified

plan worked out by the office of the Commander in Chief, Luftwaffe.
There is no documentary evidence for such a plan .

Thus we are re-

stricted to examining the missions of those Luftwaffe units which
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oombined ernploymei- t s.gainst enemy naval targets with aimultan-

eous employment in indirect air support operations on behalf

of the Army.

'
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t he h i s t or  • of t he conduc t of a i r oner a.t i or.s .
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Report
Warships Merchant Ships

Dated:
Area and Target Sunk Damaged Sunk Damaged

28 T  ay Be t we en Cal a i s - 1 - -
and Dover destroyer

29 May Chann el off the - 3 - 2
Belgian-F̀rench dest.royers

trspts,
caast 2

freighters

30 May Dunkirk 3 10 16 21
battleships battleships trsDts trspts

  1 p.'[a y Du n k i r k - 3 5 1 0
  "and c r u i s e r s t r a u t s ( t o t a l of

1 Jun   70000 T.
)

Ev a l u a t i on o f t he P r e c e d i
_n g St a t i s t i c s :

1 ) T 1e a b ov e s z mma r y wa s c omp i l e d on t h e b e.c i s o f t h e r e p or t s

of t h e Ple hr :na c h t  Ii gh Co mma r.
d f or t h e u e r i o d f r om l l t h r ou gh

31 T [ev . I t c oa  t a i n s o nl  r t r P m ir  b e r. o   ' e n e my s h i n s l o s t a s
 

r e p or t e d b y t h e Zu f t  rra f f e ;  t hu s i t d o e s n o t i n c l u d e e n e my

ship9 sunk or damaged by the Germa.n
Navy .

2} TY;e purpose of the summ.ary is to illustrate the intensity

o f t h e a l mo s t c on t i n u ou s c ommi t me n t o f t h e L zf t wa f f e a ga i n s t

enemy shipping and enemy port installs.
tions on t}le ChannPl;

whi.
le Operation YELLOW was in progress, a comr itment which

had to be carried out in additi n to and concurrent with

  t h e p r ov i d  i n g of a.i r s i  p p or t f or t h P Ar rn v . Tr  i s i s p r o o f

of the fact tha± German leaders had reali ed the atrategic

significance of these naval targpts from the ver3r beginning.
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_ i
 

  [ F Q  

Authenti_ca
ll

,y
documented sources, such as would have been

r e pr e s en t e d b y t h e s i t u a t i on r e   or t s of t h e Cmrn raan d e r s.r.
Ch  i p f ,

Luftwaffe, for example , are com letely lacking . Thus our only

recourse is to try to piece together the more concrete data

c o n t a i n e d i n t h e c on cl u d i r.g r e p or t s i s s u e d b
,y

t h e VPe hr ma c h t

Hi gh Co  ma n d a n d t tie o f f i c e o f t h e Co  ua r:d e r.
i n Ch i e f , Lu f t wa f f e ,

on Operation YELLCW and to do our best to achieve an objective

comparison of them .

On the other hand , convarison is onlv possible to a certain
•

extent since the recedin s . mmarv was limited to the Channel  p g  

area , while the following comnilatinns include the soutriern.

p a r t of t h e  t c .r t h Se a , a t l e a r t 3 s .f  ar     ±    r    .
f t wa f f e  

_s c on -

ecrned . Tn addition , the preceding summary closes with the con-

c l u s i on o f Cn e r a t i   n Y  'h L0 6V, wti  i l e t h e c on c  _ . 
d i n   r e p or t s o f

t h e We h r   ia.c h t  i i gh Com.ma n d a n d t h e o f f i c e o f * :  e Comma n d e r i n

+ Ch i e f , Lu f t wa f f e , i n c l u d e t h e "Dun k i r k Tn t e r.
l u d e " i n i t s e n t l

_r e -

ty , as well .

Ne v e r t kie l e s s t r e s u r  ma r ,y w:  i c 'r.  f 0 i l ows c a n nr ov i
.
d e a p o i n t

of departure for evalua.
ting the overall success of the strategic

Lu f t wa -f f e i n i t s c om.mi t me n t a   a l n s t en Pmy n a v a l t a r g e t s du r i n g

t h e f i r s t p h a s e of t he c e,mn a i gr. i n t he We s t .
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506

A Comparieon of the 5ummarie9 of Successes Achieved.

aga
_

i t Enemy Naval Targets Prepared at the Same Time by

the Commander in Chief of the Zuftwaffe and b the
-

 lehrmacht High Command
30

Tppe of Vessel Re  macht High Command C in C, LuftwaffeAttacked

Enemy Rarehips 5 cruisers ) 29 warships and aua-
S an k '  de s t r o rer s _ 24 i l i ary v e s s e l ®,3 submarines totalling

9 other 62 887 tona

  Enemy Rarshipe 10 cruisers 60 warships and aua-  amaged 24 deatroyers _ 59 iliary veasels,
3 torpedo boats totalling

22 oth er ) 186,B25 tone

Enemy & erchant Ships 66 merehant ships and 94 m erchant ehips, unk traneport veasels totalling
46 4 , 742 t ons

Enemy Merchant Ships 117 merchant ships and 114 merchant ehips,Damaged traneport veesels totalling.403,32  tons

29 of this number,• totalling rough-
1  l05,00o tons,
are aseumed to
have been dea-troyed , so that
t he f i r s t f i gur e ,
above, would be
143 ships, with
a t ot al t on.nage
of 570 , o00

30 - The Wehrmacht High Command atatistics are taken from the Report

of the German Aehrmacht Eigh Command after Conclusion of the
Fighting at Flanders and Artois (Bericht des deutsehen Oberko:a-
mandos der R ehrmacht nach Abschluss der K mpfe in Flandern und

Artois), published by the Fiihrer Headquarters , 4 June 1g40 .

The atatietiea of the Commander in Chief, Zuftwaffe, are taken
f r om t h e r e p or t : "Comman de r i n Ch i e f , huf t wa f f e , Op e r a t i on s St a f f ,
Intelligence, File No. 10641j40 , Cla9aified , dated 3 Jux e 1940".
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evaluated and thus to play at least a secondary role in the con-

clusions discussed in the last chapter .

Apart from these deficiencies -- freely acknowledged by

the author -- in the handling of certain aspects, there are a

number of aspects which have not been cons _
dered at all , aspects

which should have been covered if the study is to be viewed as

a complete treatise on the emFloyment of t ie strategic Zuftwaffe.

From the very beginning , ±he introduction a.n
d elaboration

of these aspects had to be eschewed , if the underlying purpose
•

of the stud- wa s to be realized -- n amelv to oin t ou t the str a-,V   p

tegic significance of the employment of the Luftwaffe, both in

- the operations of the so-called strate ;ic air war and in the mis-

sions dictated by the principle of cooperation with the Army .

This nurpose inevitably pT cl»d d +
_
he trea.tment of certain other ,

importan t aspects.

• De f or e b r i n g i n g t h e s t u d  T t o a n e n d , c , e s h a l l t r y t a me n-

tion -- very brief y -- those aspects of operations wh .c
h have

not yet been dealt with or which have been inadeauately dealt

with .

1 ) Th e c omrni t me n t o f t h e .
f i gh t e r f o r c e s , s p e c i f i c a l l y t h e

units of the Fighter Commander 2 and the F  ;hter Command-

er 3.

The commitment of the fighter units has been mention-

ed onl,y
in relation to the overall mission of the Luftwaffe.

No attempt has been made to formulate the body of exper-

ience gained and the conclusions drawn i'rom the employ-

ment of the single-engine and twin-engine fighter ur_i
te ,

o r t o Pv a l u a t e t h e e f f e c t i v e n e s w of t h e i .r t a c t i c a l  me t h -

ods or their technical equipment.
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2 ) Tactical and strategic aerial reconnaissance.

me have , in another conteFt , referred to the importance

o f t a c t  
_c eLl s r d s t r a t c  g i

.c ?.  r
i a l r e c o nn a i s s a n c e a n d h a v e

mentioned the contributiorls made by the reconn aissance

units to the day-by-d  .,y ccnduct of operations. No mention

h a s b e e n ma d e , h owe v e r , of t  -!e c on _
i'u s i on wh i

.c
h pr Pv a i l e d

at that time in the field of aerial r.econn a
issance or of

f or
t h e n e e d nr  a c l e a r d e l i n e a t l on o f mi s a i

.on s a n d a r ea s o f

r e s p on s i b i l i t y by b o t l: I :u f t  n a.f f e a n d Ar my h e a d qu a r t e r s .
•

3) The organization of the meteorolo.g
ical service.

The organization and activity of the meteorological

serv ice w ere of tremendous importance to both air and

ground or erations, especiaily in the West . For , in con-

+rast to the campaigns which riad go e before, trie weather

wa s a d e t e r mi n i
.n g f a c t or b o t h i

.n
t h e e s t a b l i s hme r.t o f

  oUeratinnal deadlines and in trie acconplishment of the

o x  e r a t i on s t h e ms e .l v e s .

There is a definite need for a study on what pogsession

o f t 1.e Ch a nn e l c oa s t ma.g h t h a v e me a.n t i n t er ms a f we a t h e r

forecasting for the operational area represented b
.y

the

british Isles.

4 ) m   e e mp l o ,yme n t o f t h e Z a -  t wn fi f    s i gn a   c ommu n i c a t i on s f or -

c e s a s a n l n s t r u me n t o f c o mma n d .

TJn l  . Te t h e s t u d r̀ o n t h e " Ca mp a i gn i n P o l a n d i n 1Q39 "

(Folenfeldzug 1939 ), which dealt exhaustively with the or-

g a n i z a t i on a n c c omrr i t rn e n t o f t '  P r  zf t  wa f f e s  
_gn a.

1 c omrn u n i c a t -

i o n s f or c e s , t h e pr e s Pr_t s t u dy h a s ma d e n o me n t i on o f t h e s e

forces, although tlleir activity was of great significance

to the rapid conduct of onerations in the V est.
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 ) The over-water air war .

This sub ject could be dealt with only insofar as it wae

c l o s e l y c onn e c t   at wi t h t h e g r oun d op er at i.on s of Op e r a t i on

 E'ELLOR . And this meant almost exclusively the comr itment

of the IV Air Corpa.

It hae been treated , however , in its overalTi contegt

in a special study , which was intended as a part of this  

stud3r on the campaign in the West. For the moment, we muet

  ntent ourselves with referrin the reg ader to this special
 

stud -- "Die e h _y   sc ichte des F .D , huft, der 9. Flieger  

Division und des I% , Flieger-gorpa von der Aufstellun
I
 g

dieser Kommandosteller  bis zur  Pende der Kriegajahre 1940/ I
' I

4l" (The Hiatory of the Air Commander  , the 9th Air Divi-
 

aion , and the IY Air Cor Ds from the Date of their Estab-

lishm ent until the Turning-Point of the War , 1940/4l), by

Colonel (GSC ) 1P. C auh. It can be found in the Karlsruhe 

Document Collection.

B)' The employment of the gth Air Division .

Although the special etudy cited above does concern it-

self with the commitment of this specialized Division in

mine-laying activity , th e present study might have bee a

enriched by an account of the coordination between this

Diviaion and the Second Air Fle t in the conduct of aerial

warfare over the Channel area.

7) The problems of logiatics and aupply . .

Theae problems could anly be touched upon in the present

atudy . Yet the solution of these problems was of paramount

importance to the successful outcome of overall operations,
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8) The establishment of a ground organization in territoryr

seized from the enemy.

The ground organization was a sine qua non for the ra-

pidly shifting employment of both offensive and defensive

air units towards the   est. This study contains no infor-

mation as to its establishment , organization , or method

of operation .

9} Home air defense operations.

In the last analysis, the home air defense syster  was•

also a part of the "strategic Luftwaffe", since the Second

and Third Air Fleets were responsible not only for the con-

duct of tre air offensi.ve ,
but also for the provision of

defenses against enemy air activity deep in their respec-

tive rear areas. F r a.
t that time , the Reich did not yet

have an independent and sel '-containPd air defense force.

!
10 ) The units assigned to the Luftwaffe General , office of the

Commander in Chief, Army , and the Luftwaffe General , office

of the Commander in Chief, Navy .

The emplo rment of these units has been ignored entirely ,

inasmuch as they were not a part of the "strategic Luft-

waffe", despite the fact that their missions were often

intimately connected with thP overall planning of the Luft-

wa f f e .

Actually , a separate, comprehensive study ought to be devoted

the
to/sometimes inextricably interwoven interrelationship existing

bPtv  een strategy and tactics on the ground and in the air and to

the problems arising out of the need for highly qualified per son-
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nel and up-to-the-minute technological development -- factors

which cannot be separated from such a highl r technical weapen aa

an ai r f o r c e . Wi t hi n t he f r ame wo r k o f t he pr e s e n t a s a i gnme nt ,.

however , full treatment was not feasible, partly because of in-

s u f f i c i e n-t t i me , b u t p r i ma r i l
,y

b e c a las n o f i n ad e qua t e s o ur c e ma-

t e r i a l .

In contrast to the situation as far as Army records are con-

cerned , the source material aituation in the Luftwaffe has so far

pr ov e  
, t o b e i n a de qu a t e .

•
The collaboration between the author and the Army , i.e.

those former Army members engaged in preserving the record of

Army operations, has shown that as far as the Army is concerned ,

all the prerequisites are given: for a comprehensive and -- above

all -- accurate account of operations.

Ab ov e a l l , t h e Ar m,y
ha d a l mo s t a l l t Y  e or i   i n a l do cume n t s a t

its disposal for its study on the cam paign in the W est -- direc-
-

tiv es and operational orders, reports and appraisals of effect-

iveness, w as diaries and situation maps. To clinch the signifi-

cance of t is statement , let us str.esw once more that in the case

o f t h e Lu f t waf f e , t h e r e wa s i  o t a s i n g l e o r i g i na l d oc ume n t av a i l -

able.

The following must also be borne in mind : the two studies,

on e b y t h e Ar my an d on e b    t h e Lu f t wa.f f e , we r e p r e pa.r e d a t t h e

same time. Thus there was no opportunity to compare the finished

studies -- which would have been extremely useful -- or , for ex-

ample , to utili e the Arm,y study as a basis for the Luftwaffe one.
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Consequentl,y ,
the author of the present Luf+waffe study had

no alternative but to investiga±e rPrsonall,y
the development of

the Arm,y operations and to describe them in sufficient detaiZ

to enable the reader to follow intelligently the Luftwaffe opera-

tions carried out in direct or indirect supnort of the Arm,y .

For this rpason it is au ite possible that this study may

contain 7naccurate references to or evaluations of Army operations,

defects which ca.nn o
t be recognized or corrected un#il the Army

study is available.
•

There is still another difference between the two studies.

Th e h i
_s

t or i c a T e x a m 
_n a t i on of gr ou n d op e r a t i o n s i s ba s e d

not only on century-old traditi_on and experience. Today , as well ,

the criterion of such an examinat on a
.s r.rnvi

ded by the relatively

slow -- in point of time -- pace of developments, develapments

wh i.c
h c a n b e r e c o n s t r  zc t e d , p r e s e n t e d i n v i s u a l f or.m, a n d f o l -

  l owe d o n t h e ma p f r om on e d a ,y
t o t }  e n e x t or e v e r  f r om on e h ou r

to the next. A line of combat establi hed ahead of  r beh _n
d

t
.h e

t h e o r.
i g i.n a l g t a r  t i n g 7

_
i n e i s v i s i b l e p r oo f of / s u c c e s s o r f a i l u r e

of a tacti.ca
l acti.on or oneration . The emnloyment of large-scale

pan zer units has done nothing to change this ; it has merely ac-

celerated the pace somewhat.
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f aat :©r i n t he ehc ce e  l out +  ome of t h e bl i t zkz i e g .   ut t h     : i

 : . _ . .   

.  • "bl i t s.   
.eg '  a a de et i s ed

.
t o 1 b   t he l as t of i t s ki nd . :  b  ,s pa t-  

,, • _ . .        _.
 

. . ,
;-  t f c al ar r e o  pe f s t   uc   e sa had Yo s t i t a ef f ec t i .v ene e e f or t he   ''
:. , , .  - ,  . . ,
4='   u t ur e ; t he pr er s qu t ai t ea n  c e e es ry t o i t s appl i Qa

_
t i oa  e  i e t   d .

S , .
' . .   . . , _ , ,  

  . • . - . . i . . .

       f or t he l a et t 3m a i n t he '  eat i n 1q40 . .; .  -   . . . -
r; .

  . Opera t i q  YI  ZOIP had b  q ome a cr  
.
t er i on i n t h e "c u    t   .on  wbe - ,'   , -

      ' ' "   r' '
  -  

-
 
-

t h e   t h e e o ndu  e t
,

:a f s i
 r war f ar e c oul d an d eh oul d o on t i a u e a c c o r d      

-
"

 - ,   , . .; ,,  _f
. : : i ng t o t he t r i e c  and   t r ue pr  .n c i pl e a hi t  ier t o ap a:l f e d . '  op- l ev e l    

,, 

" _ .
  ..  

-     ,   <  u  t   ra     e 1 ea 
.e   e appar ent l y bel i eve d t ha t i t ehoul d  '  

, . t
_

   " .  . .
    . . .-   - , It  Wae nvt :  :'  h  :n t h e t r v.i eR o   t h i s et ud t 9 _i   e

 / t e   - .. .
p . y .     t i $8

"     -. . . ,. ,
;-  '   h ®   ep er au s a  :vna Ahi oh t hi  

.
mi egui ded de c i s i on  had f or   t he f  i    .  '

  . .-   - . .- _  ,. . , _ - - - , 
-   t ur   : I n on    ar t   ro     .aae s  , w® have al l uded t o e, n;  b®r : of t  ie ee

, , .   . . ; `,.   - ,   ..  .   r e per ans e i ©ne whi e       , ,
-

I     ti - , . ' . '
, .

  
. . 

. . ' . . .
, • ' - :  .

   
  .i

,  - -
. ,

-. . , a
_:

. . . : . • . -
  r

_
  . -

. , . • .
Y,

•

  r

i '   ,     : ' " . . .r'  - "
_ -
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, _  _ . -
_

.    

  _

1

 

. ~
T

   #o'a  .d - - and ehou l d - - ha   e "been f or e s e en on t he ba s i e of t h e

,
e cpePienoe gathered.

;

,
Thie hietory of the conduct ©f the offeneive in the Xest

; .'
,

hae attempted to draw a number of corrlusions which, in the light

of the egperience of the future, will clearly reveal the miatake®
' .

of t he pas t .
 
  

_
 

  .  
 

    '
I

 

 

 
4

i
 

7  ;   .
  _  

_

.

.
   

  i'
 '

.
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.
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