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_Pr e f ac e t c    t be Cam ai ,
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  i n t he i  e s t was made u of t wo act e;. +C"' ;  :The c ampai gn P r .  -   -- - -.    .._
!
...r,,,,

 

 at one, Operation YELh01r ('Gelb , in ludes the breakthroggJt

and t he of f ene i v e car r i ed ou  t f r om t he mi ddl e ee ct or of t he A er -

  an f r ont t owar ds t he we et , a s f ar as t he Engl i s h Channe  :.
 

Aat t wo , Oper at i on RED ( Rv t )  , had a s i t s ob   e ct i v e t he pi  r -  

suit of the enemy forces from northern France and the sub equent

    ,dvanc e t owar ds t he s out h , cu  ti nat i ng i n t he an.ni hi l at i on of
.

the French armies and in the capitulation of Faance.

Shortly before the beginning of the f3:rat aet of thie d sm  ,

fate decreed the insextion of a completely unexpected, let a10ne
 

pl ann ed , pr o l ogu.e - - t he l  e.®er Man euv er (1  e s e a- tf'b  n    , aode   e -

Qi gXiat z on f or t he ope r a.t i on whi c h ended i n t he oocupat i ox  o; 

  enm:ar k and I  or way .
i  . 

  .- i
'l t was i nev i t abl e t hat t hi s pr ol ogue s ho ul d hav e a de Ei e.i v e

ef   e at on t he pl anni ng and on t he deadl i ne e s t abl i s het   f or     e

long-eontemplated offenaive in the West. The relationship betweez 

the western and i orthern theater  of operation , necesearily al-

t er eat by t he l e aer   an euver , mu s t be i
' '   f
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,
exami ne d i n  3e t a i l i f we ar e t o b e i n, a poe i t i on t  o e  ra l u a t e  t he _, -  

;  -    
de c i e i Qn e an d t he s   t i on s t aken b r   er ma n r ' e mi l i t a:r y l eade        ; .; . j   -   -  i 

   
..

 S  i 0r t o  .0   r 19Q. 4 .
-      

 .-  I 
- .    . 

. •  
-   -   'or t  i . e r ea s on , t h e a ca oun t of t he o f f en s i v e    .n t h   1P e    t , ,

 •?,
 

-- . . . . ;

   b egi x n:i n on 1Q   i 19  0 Wi l Y b e  r e eed ed b  e -
}      

.     y sa  4a l u s t   crn . oi '
. . , . . .   . - .   , . .. . , _- . , ..

,   t 1 8 Re a er   e,ne    er  , -  ,a eof ar -
 a   t he l a t t er a f f e    t ed 6   a  r a t   ,an   .  - : '

Y  hE?l  .   hi :  e    .
1  &t i ar  i s   r e e t r i c t ed t o i t e

.
i n f l u     e # t o l .-

-
. -

  I

- . .   , .  . -
,

: Oper a t i :  n Y  Z    .   .
•

;
,

.
,

.
. . . . . ;

.,
- Ae    ar a s t  

.e
dep   o  nea t

.o
f t h e   u f t waf f e .wa e e a  .

o  r ia.e
d

. ,  t he .. , - .  . .     
 .

. ,l  ee e  "]  an  uv er   had a  de c i s i v e e f f e e t or1 t he of   en s i ve : i a t  ie .
  s t ., , . - :

  ,  .
  1 '    v e a 1-1 , t h e t i m  .ng © f t he  t rvo oper s t i va ,  r epr ee ent ed a

  c        i

Qi v e   a ca or i n   h e .  ov®r a l  c C:ondn c t -o f t h e era r , a   a   t or     e  = -
 

   .  t u r   -   cann ot ' b e s epar a t ed
.
f zwm t h e d ev el opmen t e .br o  g  t    

. , . ,,abou t tay t b e pr   i  i o  $ r epe a t e 
-
p o e t pon emen t a o  t h e af   'ene i   e  . -

, .
.

in the Reet.  
. .
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,
'a      e   u  :t , o  ,r s crc o  n t of t be f i   t i n g i t  t h e   i e t mu's     
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-. f -. b,e pr e    eded by a br i e   gumm eG  r  af t h i   campl ea and f a        a:t e l  
,

  

r el a   e d pr ob l em: 'Our eumma    wi 11 be   di   i ded .
i n t o t wo     t $;=   :

' I . P  s t pon amen t of Og e  :a t -i o  YEI I  ©  " •
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-„ -- .
  I. Poetponement o.

f Operation Y LLOW
- - - - -

,'
  l f we a r e t o under Bt and t h e p sy chol ogi ca l s i gni f i cana e whi cb  i

, ,,
,'   the actual ,

beginning of Operation YELL41 , on 1Q  ay 1940, had  
;

f or bot h of i i e er $ and en l i s t ed per eor .n el , we mus t b.e ar i n mi nd

that the final order to attack meant a relaxation of the teneion

felt by al? , an end to the  ruitleas and nerve-racging period of

Waiting -- a period of waiting which both the Luftwaffe and the

Armq had borne for ae4en long monthe. The so-called "atationar 

 rar'*, to be sure, had been utilized for intensive preparation,   
lannin and troo trainin but rimaril it wae a eriod ofP g   P g   P Y P

Wa i t i ng - - wa i t i r g f or t he or der t o a t t a ck . I t Ra s c er t e,i n t ha t

  the order would come  but When?

In order to make clear the tension felt by both officera

and enlisted personnel , it seems expedient tcs present a eummary

of the varivu e po®tpoaem ente of the offensive. It is true that

n o t a l l o f t h o s e l i s t e d i n t h e f o l l owi n g au mnrs r y a pp l i e d t o a l l i 

units down to the la$t squadron -- Bome of them affected only

the higher echelone; nevertheles® the enlieted persor nel wer.e .

well aware of what wse going on. Quite apart from the etFategic

  planning ineidental to the stationary war, which, of cour$e, had

i t s e f $e c t on t h e   t a c t i c al pl an.n 3.n g of ea ch i ndi v i du a l uni t ,  

the postponement® dictated from a' ove were bound ta
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;' make t heme el ve e f e l t at t h e ver y l owe s.t e c hel o  t, at l eas t i n

_
respe t tv training programe, technical ehanges! and leave

% eehedulee -- to mer tion only a few of the secto 'rs which werel • ̀
extremely important as far ae field personnel were concerned.
,

  • During +the course of 8even monthe, the date of
 

the offensive wae set at leaet nineteen times -- and poatponed

' again at leaet aeventeen time8
1
.

The summary inaluded at the end of thie eection indicates

the•eaact dates involved ae we11 se the content of the h brer
 

  Directive re on i e
2
.a sp s bl

i Car ef ul s t udy of t he summ a ry ment i on ed abov e r ev eal s t ha- 

the following conclueions -= of fundamental i.mportance to the

ur o e f t r e e u - -e o he s nt tp p p s dp are juetifiedi

l - The nineteen poetponements, or rather new deadline , c8n be
fully substantiated. The sources detailed in I ootnote 2,

    belo r, also indicate that on at least one other occasion --
: _

at t he beg i rlni ng of May 1 940 - - t her e wa s s t i l l anot her po s t -
, _ p on ement, one which is mentioned but not documented. T'hie
_ 
. xould r ®an that the date of the attack was set at leaet

 
. t enty times.
2 - Sections 1 thr©ugh 4 of the aummary are bae®d on information

'   c en t a i ne d i n Hel mut h   r e i ner , "Di e ober et e Wehrmacht f ifhr t n g
1939- 43 " CTbe lrehr macht Hi gh Commartd , 1939 t hr ough 19'43 ) ,
h  .me e- v er l ag , l  i e abaden , 19 51 , page e 6•4- '    . Th e e e dat a , i a

  t urn , ar e ba ee d on a copy of t he 1Par Di ar   o f t he   'ehrmacht
H  gh Conamand .

  Sections 5
.
through 19 are based on the original notes of

  General  eitel , Chief of the ' ehrmacht xigh Command , who iB-
sued separate inetructions to the High Command of each branCh

of t h e We hr  na c ht u p on r e c e i p t of e a ch Fi3h r e r Di r e e t i v e e h an g-
ing the date of the offenaive. The suthpr has had the oppor-
tunity to etudy these instructiona. They are aleo referaed
t o   :n I   ,   o l ume XXXI '  , pa g e e 28 4- 2 9 7 .

;.   ,
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  ` The v a s t n ? j or i t v o f t  :e r,     t POn e m   n t or d e r s r e f e r r e d
 ' 

  '  t o we a t h e r c on d i
.
t i on s - - wrie n t h e y i nd   c   .f e d any +h i n g

a.t a l l s.s   . r e a s on f o r d e l ay .

Th i s nr nv e s t ha t ±he b e   i rln i n      f ` h e o f f e n s i v e i n

the West dePended in gnod rart or weather conditions --

a t l e a s t i n s of ar a s t  :c  s e mi g h t b e e x p c c t e d t o i
.n .

f l u e n c e

t he e-r:r l oyrne nt o f t h e Lu -  t we f f e . Th e we a t h e r a l orle d e -

termined the date of the o ̀fensive -- and , as we thou ht

a t t ha t t i me - - t h e o  ;  t c ome o f t h e v z r .
•

2 ) D .ir i n  - t ?  e ne r i o c f r   m m; r - Oc. t o}    .r 1     9' t o m  d- J anu a r y

1 q 4 0 , mi l i t ar y 1_e a de r s c Y a n  ;e d t h e i r mi_n d s al mo s t da i l y .

 'or example , tne at±ack was set for 12 November 1q34 , 17

 i anu   .r y 1 9 4 0 , a nd ?0 J anu 2.r v 1 g 40 ; f r om 1 5 J a nu ar y t o

7 T  av 1 9 4 0 , h owe v e r , t h er e wa s e. r au s e o f s ome f o?.  r mo nt hc .

An d t % i s F   r ? od o f i n a c t    »  - r c r e a  _e d j l?s ± a s mu ch u nr e s t

a s t h e p r e c e d i.n g r e p e a t e d a   t e r a t   on s Z.n _n
l  :n .•

TTo r wa s t h i
. s s e c o n d -  e r i o d o f i n d e c i s i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e

startin  date of the offen sive based exclu siv ely on w ea-

t }i e r CO1̀'d 1
.
' l On S , .̀ rn1 Ch , 0   CnUr S   , VdGr E' p a r t i  ;    l a.r

l ',r ?.'n -

f   .z' o r 3   ;7 P   n t    e ',N  s t e r n   h e  ?± e r o f o r e r. a t i o n s du r.
i n g t h e

wi
.n

t e r a r_
d e a r l y s i,r i ng .

Th e r e wa s an o t he r f  a c t or wh i c h pl av e d a s i  : r.i f i c an t

r o 1 e , e f ^c t or wh  c h n Qc e   c =  .r
 
.
1  F n  s t pc r.e d t h e f  

_n a.
l d e -

c   s i or. . 1'l an s  Ne r E  b e i n  ;  r   .
d e t o e x nan d t h e Fur o  e a n

t r   -   .t e r o f o ne r a t   on s t o t h e n or t h ;
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6

the so-called Weser i ancuveT , t: e occuPation of Denmark

and Norway , was  radually taking shape.

Se c t  .on I I o f ±h e r r.e s e r t c ha p t e r wi l l e x p l a i n i n

detail the effects whic   this new plan had on the tac-

t i c s.
l em   l oyme n t i f t h e Lu f t wa f f e i n Or e r a t i on YEI TfO V.

F ?̂st, however , the nreviousl,y mentioned summary .

•

.
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S U M M A R F

of t h e D  c umen t e d Po s t p one me nt s
_

o f
_

O  e r a t i on YEhLO 

Number Date of Decision Content of Fiihrer Directive

1 16 Oct 1939 Hitler 's remar.
k to the C in C , Army :

earliest possible date for the offensive

betw een 15 - 20 November .

2 22 Oct lg3g Hitler sets 12 November 1939 as provi-

sional da±e for start of offensive.

` 3 2 ?   c -t 1 9 3g Ni t l e r ' s d e c i s i on t o b e mad e o?  5 Nov -

ember 1a39•

4  5 Nov 1939 Offensive to begin on.
12 November 1g39•

5 7 Nov 1939 Deadline date postponed by three daye;

next decision to be made b
,y

9 November

1g39 , 1800 hours.

6 9 Nov 1939 Deadline set for lg November.
lg3q a 

•
the ear.

liest; date to be determined

definitel,y
by 13 Nov mbpr lg3Q , 180Q hrs.

7 13 No r 193g Deadline postponed untis 22 November at

the earliest ; decision to be announ ced

on lb November 1939.

8 16 Nov 1939 Deadline postponed until 26 Novembea

1939 at the earliest ; decision to be

ann rn in c e d on 2(} Nov e mb e r .

9 20 Nov 1939 Deadline postx oned until 3 December at

the earliest ; decision to be announced

on 27 November lg3g .

10 27 Nov 1939 Deadline postponed until 9 December at

the earliest; decision to be announced

on 4 December 1939 , 1800 hours.
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7 - a

Numb er Da t e o f De c   s 1 on Con t e n t o f Fii nr e r Di r e c t i v e

11 4 Dec 1939 Deadline postponed until 11 Dece aber

  at the earliest ; decision to be an-

nounced on 6 December 1934 , 1800 hrs.

12 6 Dec 1939 Deadline postponed until 17 December

at the earliest ; decision to be an-

nounced on 12 December 1939.

1 3 1 2 De c 1 9 3 Q De a a l i n ? nn gt pon e d t n.t i l 1 J an u a r y

1q40 at the earliest; decision to be  i
announced by 27 December 1939 , 1800.

14 27 Dec 1939 Deadline postponed by at lea®t tw o

weeks; decision to be announced by

g January 1940 , 1800 hours, at the

  a# s   l a t e s t .

'
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Number Date of Decision Content of Fuhrer Directive

15 9 dan 1940 Decision postponed u.n
til 10 Januar 

1940 .

16 14 Jan 1940 D eadline set at 17 danuary 1940.

17 l5 Jan 1q40 Deadline provieionally set at 20

January 1g40.

18 7 May 1940 Decieion to be announced on 8 May

1940.

19 9 May 1940 Deadline set at 0535 houra, 10 Ma •

1940.

 

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

  
Q 
J

I ?' , mhe
_

We s e r Man e uv e r  
_

t h e
_
Emp l o ,y me n t o_

f t h e h u f t wa f f e i n

Dei  na r k a.n d Nor wa,y ; t h e Ef f e c t a
_

o f t h e We s e r Ma n euv e r on

Operation YELLOW

Four weeks before the actual start of the offensive in the

We s t , t he o f i  i c er a an d u n i t s s t a t i on e d i n t h e  Ve s t we r e t a k e n

by surprise by a completely unexpected action in a nreviously

ur suspected area , and this action helped.
to da

.s
tract their at-

tention from the strain of waiting for the signal to attack .

The We s e r BQan e uv e r b e g a n on 9 Ap r :i.
l 1 9 40 , a j o i n t o p e r a t i o n

•

by all three branches of the German Wehrmacht with the goal of

occupying Denm ark and Norwa.y .
This action re oresented the first

attempt at the strategic coordination of three Wehrmacht bran-

ches in an operation covering a relativgly large area of both

land an d sea .

Tt was inevitable that there should have been an intimate

• relation ship betw een the offensive in the We: t and the opera-

tion in the North ; this relationship existed in terma of timing

and deployment of forces as well as in the definition of the

ultimate objectives to be achieved.

Operation YELLOW and the Weser D Ian euver had been planned

concurrently by the  ehrmacht High Comrnand . The question to

be decided was which of the two should be accompliahed first.

And the views of Germany 's top military leaders varied consta.n
t-

ly in this reapect. It was even considered feaeible -- from

t i me t o t i me , b e f or e t h e de c i s  
.on wa s ma d e - - t o s t ar t b o t h o f -

fensives at the same time, or nearly at the same time.
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r Q 3  r l i:mi t e of t he ps s s ent i nve s t i ga t i o  . ,    

-   ,r• -- - ., , . . , . ,  , ,.    .
Febact  s r y 1g44     Thi s mar ke d t he   i r et me et i  ng  ©f a "pr e-  . , ,  , 

, p   r at o  y ; e t af   " (Arbe i t s s t ab  
, t he so- aa,l l ed "br a i n t r-u-st " wi t h   ,

'',

.
i   t he Wehrms c ht Hi gh 'EQmme.nd3

, Rhos e t a s   wa   t he ae s ompl f shm  nt

o  the preliminary practicai plan in{  for the Man uv®r  .
_ __ ,

,
6 Februax y 194Qx At t hi e po i nt a new i de a oame i nt  o  be i Y g ,

 

.              . . ,   ,I
a amel  r t © 31mi t t he t o t he oEcupat i on of Hol .l and i   .    

  t he l e s t and t he e   e cut i on of t he 1[e $er l  aneuv e r , and t o guar   n- -._

-
t ®e t he ne   .t r a l i t y of Del ,gi uffi f ©r t he dura t i on o  t he , war   . '      

 

  Thua it fe clear that eome thought was given to th$ pla i of

g i v i ng up Qp exat i Q    LOIr i n f avor of an oper at i on di r e   t Ed .  
. ,     -

aga i net  To  a  , or at l eaat a f l i mi t i ng t he oper at i on - - 3.  t '    ;e

beginnin.g anyway -- to the  vrthernmoet sector of the 1lestei 

f r ©nt    .n.Tah4 i ng ohl y t he oocupat i on of e. par t of Hol l
.and . .    . .

_
  6   'ebruar y   94Q:

.
Hi t   :Qr t oi ce d t he qu e s t i on whi eh wae, -t o I

` fl ommax   mor e and  mor e a t t ent i o  dur i ng t he co ai ng we el $ - - whe t her '

  .t wa  wi ae r - t Q .echedul e t h    e ae r  Maneu  er bef or e  ©f a f   er Oper -

ativa YELh T .
.   •

 
-

- . .-
_ . .-; .-      - 'I n ot her wor de , Qp ar at i vn YEL  O  waa et i l   v er   ..mu ch a ps r t :  

o  t he pl anni n g at     i e t i  ne ; .
t he que s t i on .v:f t he ahr on ol ogi ca  .

!
.

r e l a t i oneh i p of   he t wa aet i ons rra e of p  r amoa  r t i nt er e s t .

3 - d:oda -l i   .ry ; er t r   dat ed 5  Febr   ar r 194   .
- . -

  T   'odl Di ar  r, Ent r  r dat ed   Fe b,
  uar y 1940 . .  

°  : -   '  dl D  .ar y  ,  eht r y dat ed  .
25   'ebruar y 1q40 . .

 
. ,   , ,

, . ,, .

   

;      _ . .,  ' -

.      . . .
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28 February 1 40 : Hi±ler  p roved Jndl 's recommendation

to "prepare Operation YELZOW and t le Weser l aneuver in such a

way that they co ald be kept comFletel,y senarate as far as timing

and personnel were concerned".

This principle
6

remained in effect dur.
ing all future devel-

o pme n t s , wi t h ou t n e c e s s a r i l y ria  >j
.n   a n ,y e f f e c t on t h e f i n a l d e -

eision as to the chronological vrecedence of one action over

the other .

3 March 1940 : It was announced that the WesPr.
Maneuver

•
would take tilace rior to O erati.on

YELZOW , the latter to follow.
P

_

" a f t e r a n i n t e r v a l o f s, f e u  d a ,y s " .

Shortly after thp announcement , th s decision was official-

ly confirmed
7
, and more deta .

led information recorded in the

f o r m o f c omme n t s i n Ge n e r a l Ha l d e r ' s Di.a r y
8

.

7   Ia r c h 1 9 4 0 : Hi t l e r s i gn e d t he f i n a l o f f i c i a l or d e r f or

• the Weser Maneuver , reserving the right to determine the ulti-

mate deadline date.

During the days preceding this decision , a sort of "palace

revolution" had taken place within the top circle of Germa ny 's

mi l i t a r y c omma n d , a r e v ml u t i on i.n c 7.
t e d b

,y
t h e h u f t wa f f e , or - -

to be more exact -- b
,y

ite Commandcr in Chief , Goering. This

gentleman had suddenly begun to interfere in the preliminary

planning and had voiced his protests -- apparently rather brusque-

ly -- over the fact th .
t he had allegedly not been consulted in

the plans so far accomplis ed. He stated in no un certain terms

that he considered these plans misguided , perhaps because he

felt that

  - Jodl Diary , entry dated 28 February 1940.
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7 - Jodl Diary , entry dated 3 March 1940.
8 - Jodl Diary , entry dated 6 March 1940; "The Fiihrer thinke

that he can launch a large-scale action in the  /est as early 

a s t hr e e d ay e a f t e r t Y:e b e   i nn i n g o f t h e a c t i on i n Nor way . "

.
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Footnote 10 cont )

w}-ie ±h e r i t mi   lit n o± b ?  r  i s e r t o l a ?  n c }7 Op e r a ±   or_
YEL  ,O'N

b e f or e t r e tNe s e r P+  an euv e r . . . "

b ) Jodl Diary , en±r.y
dated 26 idarch 1G40 ; "The Fuhrer re-

fuses ta be swayed - the Weser D aneuver is to come first,
Qnd this requirPS a dark right. This means sometime be-
tween 8 and 10 April , v rith Oreration YELLOW coming four

o r f  i v e d a v s l a t e r . "

c ) Ha l d e r D1 a r y , e n t r y d a t e d ? 7, AI  r c h 19   0 ; " . . . f i v e d a ,y s
a f t e r t he We s e r l a n e uv e r , Ope r  3 t i on YELLO R. . . "

•

•
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.  
. a . 

2 Apri1 1940s This brought the elarification of the ques-

tion -- the Weser  aneuver wae scbeduled for 9 April 1940. And

thie was the date on which it actually bega.n. The deadline date

for Operation YELL01r was atill open , and the importance of the  
_

new developments soon relegated it to the background.
II

I
I

The author ha  considered it expedient to deeeribe briefly

the event a leading up to the beginning of the l eser  aneuver

-b e c.au s e o f i t e i n e v i t abl e e f f ec t e o n t h e l a s t c omb at - r e a dy e l e.-
'I  

me n t s o f t h e Lu f t wa f f e i n t h e l  e at . Ea ch f l y i n g un i t , down t o
 

s uadron level xas a rare of ita own carefull delineated task
,

9
. . Y

_

f o r t h e d e a dl i n e da t e i n t he l  e n wst a d as absorbed in prepar .ng

itself fvr that taek in terms of training, technological mainte-

  nance, and tavtical orientation.

It was elear that the detachment of any of the unite to par- . 

ticipate in the Reser Manet ver, no matter how ehort or how long

the period might be, was bound to render these preparativne relat-•

ively ueelese inasmuoh ae it would inevitably require a revieed

as ai gnmen t of mi e s i ons t o t he uni t e l ef t i n t he l e s t . Thi a p.r o -

.blem would remain, irrespect3.ve of whether the two actione were  

launched eimultaneouely or Operation YELZO f "at an interval of

four or fiv e daya" later . For , in the latter case, there mae no

way of telling whether the un ita aesigned to the Weeer  aneuver

would really be 3 sck i n time to participate in the eecond opera-

t
.
ion , quite apart from the fact that it was impoasible to p̀re-

' 
, 

d i c t t h e i r c o ffi b a t s t r e n g t h a nd t hu a t h e i r f i g ht i n g e f f e a t i   e n e s r

1 , _ .
   ; a f t er par t i c i pat i on i n t h e  le s er Maneuv er . .   . :;.

     

. -
_

,   - -
    .   
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   F
 

m  ,  ; r .± e r r p ]    ± ; n n s h ; r ,
b e ±we e n t }  e t   wn o n e r a   i n n s i n t ' !e

Ǹe s t a r.
d    !,  c I  o r t h wn s c o n s i d e r    b    r c l e a r e r  -  r. d a t t r  e s a   !e t i r  e

mo r e d e c i s   v e f c r ± _  e Zu f ±tN=  f f e t    a n f 'o r t }1e Ar my a s r e u a r d e d

t h e p r o b l e !n s o  _
f' ± i ri i n   = n d  ̀ Y e    ;   : ; 1

_a b i 1 i t }T o f p e r s o r_n e l . F o r

t  i e d e p l o y mp rl t o f   n e A
.r m r u n   t s i n t }, e Vle s t = .n

a t h e p l a n n   n   o f

t F ,e  
.r rn v o f f e r    i v e i n t    a t t h e   .

± e r   re r e ,   o r a l l p r a c -t i c a l p u r -

p o s e s , c o mp l  , t e l y u n a f f   c t e d b ti   t  i e :rii n o r r o i e i t w a s c a l l e d u p o n

t o n l a y   n t h e 1 ' e s   Y• rtita r,   ,  v e r .

q   ,      «   r    .r
+ f r o m t h e f a c + c r s n _

f   Zmi n   a r .d r ,e r s o n n e l , t h e r e

•
wa s ' s t i

.
l l  :.r .o t h e .r r e c i  ar o c a l

. r e _ a.
; i o n s h  

.x 
b Gt   re e n t h e o n e r 2 t i o n s

i   , ' 
i ic   Ne s t a n d   ; -     Ti o ?  l h - -    r_a t i x h e r e : lt i n t  , e o b

,
j e c t i v e s d e -

t e r  : i r., e
d

_
f
_r r e   ,c

r! . ? n a.
c c  i       n t n r  r   v i d ? n   a .Ta f e r o u t e f o r

t h e o r p t r a n s p o r t s , t h e ' j e s e r.
P Ia n E u Ve r , i r .   t s o c c u p a + i on o r

No r wa.,y , vra s t o f u l f i l l t n e s a me n u r p o s e a s Op e r a t   o n YELh O P ,

n a me l y t o p r o v i d e a b a s e f o r o   e r a t i o n s a    a i n s fi E n   l a,n d . F e r

t h e o c c z  p a t   o n o _
f   ,o l l a n d a n   T̀se y   i u m , t  i e ti u r p o s e o f On e r a t i

_o n•  

YELLO N, c or r P^r.nn d Pd s ;       ,  F,   i c 2   1y t o t h e o c c u p a t i o n of lvor wa y

i n t rla t i t , t o o , wa.s i n t e n d e d t o e s t a b l i s h a n a i r a n d n av a l b a s e

f r om whi c h t o Ca r r y ou t c on t i n  _ie d oT e _r a t i on s a    !i n s t En gl a n d .

I n o t h e r  n o r d s , t Y e s t r a t e :  i c   o a  
_s o  ' Ge .r mun v ' s o v e r  a.

l l

c o n d l?c t o f t :r.e wa_r we r e c i
.e a   • - - b e f: tii i n f h e '  e s t r r_

d i n Y 1e ?   o r t h ,

h c r o ? e r a + i o n s ;l a d o n l y o n e   :o a,
1 , c o n t i

_n u a -  i c  .r, o f t } e wa .r. a  Ta i n s t

Er s l a r d , n r i ma r i l tr t h r o u g h ± h e Ge r ma .n I  a f  :  r.   .
Yf e

l l
.

So f a r t h e Ge .r ria n I ,u i: ± ,va +-f e h a d ma d e    r. e p a r a ± i o n s o n l y f o r

Oi  P r a t :
_o n YFI ,LQP' ,  - n d t } e s v n r p   ,a r a + i  , r  , 'n a  3 h e !  n d i T e r t e d t owa r d s

ar. ayl-ou t comm itment

l I -   a r a   r a p h 1 o f t n e  Piih   •e r T   r e c t i v c f o r t l-  e  're s e r T:a r.e u v e r

r e a d s 2 c f o l l a .r s   " ? r_ t h i s wa t.r
( i , e , t rir o u   h t h e o c c u r a t won
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o f Lu f t       j ' f e f o r c e s i n c o o r d i n a t i o n wi t h t ri e S ± r a t e g l C p l a n o f

th e Army .
Fur tY :er.mor e

th ese plans had envisioned the tying dc rm

o f a l a r g e e n e r  y f o r c e b y me a n ^ o r Lu f t u-a ?' f e o p e r   +     n       a   n 9 t

" F o r t r e s s Ho l l a n d " . I n r e t r. o s   p c t i t  .  ou l d s e e m t h a t t h e a v a i 7
. - -

a b l e Lu f t wa f f e f o r c e s x e r e r s.
+ h e r t e o f e w t h a n t o o ma n y f o r t h e

t a c ?  s a ± h a n d .

?Vi t h i n t h e f r a mewor k of t h n We s e r I Ia n eu v e r , a n u mb er of' t a c -

t i c a l Lu f t vra f f e u n i t s we r e t o b e a   s   gn e d t o a. s   m . 1 t a n Pnu s a c t l on

d rpcted against the northern sector . The sigr if canoe of this
•

f o r C  r er a t a on Y  ,LL  W c •  .n b e s t b e e v a i u a.t e d l a t e r on wh e n t r e.  

r e a d er h a s h a d a c h a r_c e t o j ud g e t h e t o t a l nu mb e r o f h u f t  .va f f e

u n i
_t U n e e d e d f or t h e op e r a t i o r . . Su f•f i c e i t t o s e.y e.t ±h e mome r_t

t h a t c on s z c  e r a t i on w? s e v e n     v e n t o t h e  , o s s   b   l i t •  o f u t i l i z i r? 

t h e ? t h Ai
.r

Di v i s i on a n d t h e 2 '' d I n f a n t r    Di v i s     n r Ai r La n d i r.g
) - -

in other words Germary 's entire ai.r.
land n  force -- in the action

• i n Aio r wa ,y .
Th i s wo u l d h a v e me a r t   h e o mi s s i o n o f a n i mp o r t a n t

pha se of the contem plated operatior_
in the W est , so imrortant , in

f e r  t , t h a t t h e v  r o l e o n e r a t  
.o n «-o  i1.c

  h a v e   -> h a v e Y  e e n s c h e d u l e d

an ew .

Th e r e i s n o qu e s t i o n t r a t t h e Ar m,y a nd t h e  Ta v y we r e i n a

position to provide the nersonnel needed for the PJeser PQaneuver

without jeopardi_z
ing in a.ny way tne F1ans already made for the

ox e r a t i on s i n t h e We s t . Th e Lu f t wa f f e , h ov  e v e r , c ou l d su p p o r t

on l y on e a c t i on or t h e o t h e r i f i t d  
.r
  r.  t wi s h t o f i n d i t s

f o r c e s d i
.s s -i.n a t e d d   s a   t r nu s   v , w i t r, t oo f e w o n P i t h e r f r o n t t o

d o a n y g o od a.t a 11 ,
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1'hus, in spite of the fact that this has not yet been substantia-

t e d    y any r e c o gn i z e d s ou .r c e , i
.
t i s f a i r l y obv i ou s t ha t i t wa s

the question of the commitment of the Luftwaffe which determined

the final deci.e
ion to schedule the two operations farther apart

than had been planned originally . There was a second factor

which influenced this decision .

The simulatneaus schedul .ng of the two operations had to be

abandoned for the simple reason that the launching of the offen-

sive in the W eet had been necessarily made dependent from the
 

v e r b e
 
(
^
  ' 
i n n i n ((( '''    u n on a n e r i od o f we a t h e r f av or abl e f or a i r o  

{,.  e r a-y

4

 

  1 1

t i on s . Bu t  
_n v i ew o f t h e f a c t t h a t t h e   e s e r    an e uv e r h ad t o

be eccomplished as soon a9 poss?ble , since both political and

military deliberations advocated -- or seemed to advocate -- the

u r g e n c y of g e t t i n g ahe ad of t h P Br =t i s h i n o c c u p ,y
i n g Norway , t h e

Luftwaffe was inevi±ably exposed to a weather period which might

' well have had a detrimental effect on its employment in the 1Pest

an d hav e t  ill 5 j e o par d i z e d i t s e f f e c t i v e ne s s t h e r e .

This theo.r , 
is substantiated when we consider the requirer

me n t s s e t u p f or Lu f t wa f f e u n i t s t o p a r t i c i pa t e i n t he "Pe s e r

Maneuver. As a result of the decision to  zxiat  stagger the

two operations, at least for a short time, tYie following units

were assigned to the X Air Corps (subordinate to the Commander

i n Ch i e f , Zu f t wa f f e ) f or t h e dur a t i on o f t h e YPe s e r T  an e uv e r

(Order from the Commander in Chief , huftwaffe , Operatione Staff ,

Operationa Section ,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8
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No. 5619
,
/40 , Classified , dated 8 March 1940 ):

?6th Bomber Wing

3 0 t h Bomb e r  Vi n g

1 0 0 t h Bomb e r W-a.        c L   

  I Gr ou ;n , l s t Di v e - Bomb e r   li n g

II Group , 77th Single-Engine Fighter Wing

lst Squadron (Long-Nange Reconnaissance ), 122d Reconn ,is-
sance Group

lst Squadron (Long-Pange F.econnaiscance
)
, 120th Reconnais-
sance Group

• Effective E April 1940 , the following units were to become sub-

ordinate to the X Air Corps:

4 t h Bomb er W  .n g

I Group , 76th mwin-Engine Fighter Wing

Y Group , lst Twin-Engine Fighter Wing

506th Coastal Fligrt Groun (3 squadrons)

I n a d d i t i.on , t h e f o l l ow  n g u n i t o we r e t o b e a s s i gn e d t hr ou gh t h e

 
of"fice of the Quartermaster General (Generalquartiermeister):

I Group , lst Parachute Regim?nt

l s t Sp e c i a l D _i t y P   r  b e r Wi n g a n d a n umb e r o f o t h e r a i r
transport units

I Ba t t a l i on , 3 2d An t i a i r c r a.
f
.
t Ar t i l l er y Re g i me n t

IT Battalion , 32d Antiaircraft Artillery Regiment

I Battalion , 611th Antiaircraft Artillery Regiment.

This meant that fairl,y strong Luftwaffe elements, particularl.y

bomber units and air s   trans-oort forces, would be tied down

i n t '̂ e Nor t h . A.n d n o on e c ou l d s a ,y
f or h ow l on g .

Tn r e a l i t
,y , t h e f o l l owi n g f or c e s we r e a v a  

.
l e.b l e f or t h e

Wese.r
Maneuver as of 0530 hour  on 9 April 1Q4012 :

12 - The misaion assigned to tre X Air Corrs was as follows :

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958

;• .i .r . ,'  -   T ' T r - .   f '   . .1 - ' '  Y J1  
+ • f '     ''

L
i   . l ;   :  

. _ .. . - . ' r ,   :
r
i 1 /

r •
„ ' ,    -   A

' :
.   .

i
 y

-
,,, 

i •• i  
F

1  
?

r1  ̀
 

r
- •j

!
a . • . R   r   ; .  

  r  .t
;  

, r
 

 

 

 
r  

•
i r

:
, t   '

_
`i - 1

•
Y r '' i ,  l •

_
. •, .

 -
jj .• :

'
 
-_

°
,T-

l
'W   I ,

°•
w
r

•

'   _ 
•

r •   :
,

•
   „ r   ' .

   

 
.

r
a

 
  x   •r _  

'- • Y•. • 1   ' '
l
j ! ' •

.
a;  

, yy
jj 11ff

i I • -' ' ` i  "__     _
:

  .r
 S • '    

r  

 

. t •  
5 r J

_
'
•

   
- ,

 
y

TJ

•̀ .
' L     / i   i r

 
' . tr

h
  1 ,

'

  -
  ~ 3 .

   

 

S
 

.   .̀
  •L' .

 
`

i .l  
. . 7 7 T 

„•
T

 

. .{V '
1

-: . . 
  .

  / 17
•
: ..

'  
• . ,•  i r ,  ' .

1r
t - . •,  4 . ii -   1 I

r  
Jq. . :. • t  

-

 

 

 

I   ' . 'A . i
1  4 'S •. -   1  r ' ; r   . t ' =.a _ 

r .y _  t
 
 

.y{ ' _
 

 
}. . t7 S -

• ,
-
,r

1 .
1 ! i ' r _ i ,

 

  , .

 

.
 

• :
r  

' f . ' "
+

-
t •

I . ,

f
:Ti '  :   }  

,
ri 1r  } .  

 
. l  

't .
•(
 
i .

: •       1
. f      'r l  I S+

_.  
. L .

y ,   7 ; j ]  

 

 
 

T .
• •

'   ' `
  '     r _ r   +1 _ % t     '.T

I i   •
 ' •Q S .   . . , . T r a i   : r    

. • .
r,

•

_
3d , '   j

_ •   - i r ' 1
 

• + 1
 
 

•  
  .

 
_

1

r   ' S

• 
 

  •,
  I  -

    •:

 

• .  
  I x

.
'  c  .

 
 

•
f ' ' I

Y   ' -   ,   y .
r

 

y
•     1

{ k o 1
y
 , k-, }

1 _   • `
µ

  1 - ,

'  
S

 

•
r   • , ,

 

-   ' ` -
' '

  •

•' 
  •

•

 

  f f
_ _

k '

y
' L•

 
• '  

~   1v
'
 

[
  _

'
r ;

..
   

•t 1 r
  r

! : fY • . .
f

{ +
,
.y
r =

t '
 
•

`
1   

_ • '
i

'    
' rJ

 
f l - ; 1   : * J '.

 
r

' 
+ "

`
` .  

'
I 4 ti

 
P

-
'
f l l

 
a-

J
•   

. -
  t v , r .   -

F   
• +  t r

 

•
•
i _ ' j  t I 4r . r  3    r 

   { ' ' ~  _ •'r{ I `
.,

    •
. .. 'Y1'     -  

.

 
  • '    

.
7 .   •   I._ N •

 

-   r
.

3
/
'

j •  y

' J
,   ,  

  '

,
i ' r '   :•'

 
,d -

; ,
 

    ,. .
t I

  i r , r 4
•

•; •
,
1 _;   •

 
, ;f•

.
l  

  Ci M y
r

 
. 

. ' ` , I .i} r 'M f ,1' ; 1 4--     _ t '+ 
T r -

    ' -
:  r.   X, I

-
i •

r,
.
 

r
  y 4 _ ,

.  
. .

r
 .
     

`

 
 

 ̀
   

  i ' ( ' eRW
,
,,,:

B '@  : .0 . -
•

 
    -

• - r .
, I -  

  7 r ,
*

  '   y     `   '   • - `   T
- i'  r f l . r

•Y
  1 . d .     i '  

i
. I

. . . - ' {F. •i •   • y ,•,ryt •. k r .•   r I

•

" r•
r

'
 

.- -_,y • 
,   .   '  _  

,
. , .  

'   • •.  ,   v  ._
i . ' 

- _   ' _S_
+ 

•

 
•

,
: 

 
   

A4
..
:  

 

: r '
 

' !.f . '
 

i ,
-  S nT T .

•
i ri

 

'i i

i    I
'
 

S 
_

• r
  . T

I
r • • 1T J L•,.. ,

 
  r . ' • _

1 _
,

, •
 

+

. . t •   ' n   _
: ti

. .  
  f -  

.
• 

  ' ?
 

 
 

f q . • •
I .

 
.

1 r
'
~  

[
- i  

• • w i  
 

 
1    ' (   T •l 

 
•

,  r4 4
1  

 

: i •+
'
',

 

•r•
-  

 
 * `   '   ,r s  ' •

 
  . '•

Fi    '   .,
 

 
y

y
•
J
   '   .' . .' .'1 :>. . a ti _- - i

_
. '  " T

. , ,• " P4
   

_
• S] - 1

. l
 

/ , C 
r

!
T '     1

  _ i '
_ 

• 
    , .

1 -  
 
.  ,

 
y   "; .I+r 

r •   , , 
 

•
* •

•
 1 1 • •  

 

.
r . .

 

. . •   •
- r ....

  •  .
l +

•
'
'

 

•,
' •-F

• : 1   l df i
 

. { `
,
{ 

 

:

 
u i l  

.

 

R i  
 

i .
 

?
{
 

 

,

 
  a •

 
'

` _

_, f
• n 1   • j   •

+   . _ .     T 7 . a
i + - r

. .

  $ y r -.
    "

-
,r
 !
 
 
 
! y

1
  , .   .  

7
,

-   i 
l

.
   .

  f   t r   , }
. ,   l f

 

 
.  

r .

  .
•

. ' '  l .

l 'Y

,

•

 
T

 

~   . -
y

 f  

 

`

 

 7 A'r   T  i . ' 1
j i

 

±r . - -
i 'a J 

   

. t   '
 

•YC 

_

 
.
L

_

-'
t .   . ppp!!!

 
    

: ' ,ti .l . r Y     t - . i l C \ '.     J   T   t   ?
_
i i

.
_ - •

37

.   •
.

. _
 

•

-     "F
_
I "   ! .!   '

 
'   "

•
  y    

 
'
.1

]  

 

r -
1    J  ' ' v r ' .

J ' / M r '  '     , ,  
•

i • ;
y 1

a

•y r /.•
t
,
'

A

 

,  ,

 

7- r ` r   _ ' +   "x
f

4 y

'

a    T

 

r
  J / i L1.

 
  [ •  

'r s
14

r   -   T { -l
 

• I
  i . .r  

`
1, L   ,r ,, 

  /   _ 1, .
' 1 • T

_ J ' '    - 1
,
`

•
'r • • i   y _

  
_ . r f  5r .   '. y "   •I  T ' i .Y

1
f `

' ' , •S
 

• •
 

: r    
S

 

f • '
 
•

 
'
q,, .

  _     ,

  4 J -
?  Y -

'  
'
 

;
  i

•
i

 
- 5 -

•
: SY;•

    K   ,  •
•
 

!y . ! , _ .
'.  ]M

S 
+Y • '  f*

K
  .i r   4,{.'

   
I 1•y  

  , L:  
'
..

•

   .. .      - `s , r  
 

 .

 

i

^

',   .

•

.
 
• r r '•j •'

•
L   •;̀ a

. 
-J

   y. 
'

   ,I  t • •n .a.   .  J
.  . y

_
r   •

_
Z ; x . t,, ' •

i  
•r •   i

f

•
• •  . t ' II 

r

 

  • _
. r

 

.tl   3 {. .y
. .. _ . . , . • i . r

• LS-, '  { ' _.y _ _'  •         
 

 
,

 
;. r f , -      .•

 
.     y

y
q 

'
y •'T '.+  

 
M   '

 
J

'
 

•  
 

,
r

'  / rJ•
  •

a .
'  

6

1

  - V ••
1
.  

.

. .

r

•
  F "

 

'
 

J '+1  
e

_
" ti

. y   r
' t 1

A '  
_ _

   4 -
r

 
 

J
I
•

r•
}  

i
 

- : 1 ' 1    
-
F
'  

1
c

i

.
;

,
' !

'

 

!

• . n 
 

•
w

K 7  
"A NY. . . d Y •   * t   ..

'
'

 
i

1

 
 

4  
r ; - _ _ _   ' I w t ` .

I - t
.  : ti '   '   }

_
Y  ̀

,
F. ? . -  

 
_ ,  

-
- ! !L

. -

 

. .

 

 
•

 
 

• , +

     
r
 

'
 

'
f

l
,:

_

l ' l
_ .

  '
_

 
' J :

_• '  4
i y, t •. . 

r j r. r r- .
4u

  r     C  +• -" rt .. t' IF' I •'S n . i t• )
.
i l .. t -. '

-
  i  

, v :
  -   h

.

!
'   dl  -

` t•   - •   i _ 1.
•    '  . 1 s `     r , . : r  t ,  : 4

  , T . : - •..:• -;  
__ ' . '  : '' '

•
'•"'}! '   •  

   
,
   ̀ .S El I ;  .  j ' `

, rr e    / r     _ ,_
f! . 1. •N' r ti   • r

+
  1 ,

I
r . n   _ .  FI ,- . •1 r

' J '
••a J  !   •   :  IC'1        1

  •
  • w -r •   rr .

    ' . . . -
•   ^ t- I   r •   xrJ l' .

Z
 

fi ti i .
 

r f .• •   .55- - - _ I ` '   ,
_

.   r . . - r ,
    '

'

L
  ,
 
Y'h e 

.     

 
      `

_ _ .
  '    . . _r

   
r   >- . 1: :   JI ':

    i 1
  , a r . +

  T t . _r
 

,

 
r
t •

'  r
 

:
  r

i l 
i

. . -
;

  l
 
y • L   y . , - ti _

.

 

.
 

r

{   . . . a . t
.    j / ti <r   ' 1

=
1a

-
t
A -• k

P
J w,

-   !  
. • - •      •   " ' rr t

  T  
•

'  
- 1 1

 

il h
 

ii.  l
 
  . = • : '  , I _ +1

  y
r y. . ,  t , . . 4 - •    

  _ .   t ' -    
      _ x

   
>r

 
.

:

 
}
'   +=̀ :F :•

.

,   P I F.: JT _ I t - ir i  
. .

  -
,
      '  

'
 
y'
 
  M 9i • '

  `   • •   'Z f .
  !

f
+ `  

.
a -- ' x ' ' .

:  !
  t _

! f  
 

•
•

I
'  .

   

•   l 3   . U ' Sr l ' • {  • • _. •f .-'
 

+5j -1   ' u i ' Y '
 

1. a. '  v • r. .
f Y ,   .  .   ,

t' :,:
'a

 

  :
.a , • " . ' • r

.
ti 1  

   
 
'
,
'
•. 

r 1 . •
  •

  -• . 
f    

I
f ' .    .

.

 
"4 r.

 

  •S < , , ,
 

<1
,   

 
.f : S

 i
.
   - •

   
_ . ' . , ,   r  , i

 
• + 'r ' - wf

J  

.

F
-'   •   .   ' {    . .  7 " O ;` , . . - ('(

 
;•  1.• ' Y

. r .
 

 
'  

 

 
  1

' •.

 

 
 
r

 

 
 

,
' . 7 •

S
[ t  

-
'i

• a
'
M
   

. 

{
  ..,

r : 1  
•

 
  '

-
*
y ,

     
F ..  

  '
. t ' f l -   '1

  •
• ' t - "

 
' •

S 
 

i  
 

 
   

, .
 

r.
1    

a i r

.

 

•
_ • _ 1

  ' !    
-
  1

,  '
. 1: , :

'

  1 •   f
y

  .
  r '

•
r . .

  r
  . _

- l " 'a_"L 2 .  
 

LI,
  ' i • •   T   r 1  + ,

 
•

-
' S ' -

 
, -!li . r •

1
 

•

-
3 rr .

 

j Jr 11 y r •". .

 
{ .

•
r

    . - Y  

 
yl   h

• , i • r , .
Y

 

.
`L
  r •l

   =      
F-

_ . .

 

  r
'
;
6

..
' ' -

-
.

' 
 

' • 7 ; : "

.
  I}

 
 

1
r 1 '  

 

`
1

4

1
  '

 
^r. , .

 

  . _ - :  
. • • . . A

a - Y
.

r   i  
 
.
   

'
 

  - r :v •I .
 

.   y   1   . ,. t t ;   S

 

l7
  ' ' - " L

_
  .  ' 1. .

  `
. S   . 1  : ;(   1:

,
  .

  TI I  `   1 '  ' j ,•
'

 
7
-
 

--  ,   ,. r ' ;  
° •

  
•  s

'
t

r
• t , s

1
 
.{ r .

•
  / ' •   .

f f   T ' ti . .,
' L v ' . j

. fry
  :.-

•
  .  •Fr

r.  
  i ': -y  F y . :-P •' - '   ,

`
, r _

1 t. • 'Y  
-

 

'    
  " • i i

r
 

1 r+
 

   ": \
.

 
,

 

_

N

. .̀ T

 
+

  `•
t

. .
•  

.
'

f _
-

1

 
+
  i

: ,
- F -

•
•  

i
 

_

I

, -
  L

,
r 1. R 1 M f • !

.
•
.

   
 ' 

Y
-

•

I r  a
#

  ' f ' l
. 

u     .
' !

,

 

` i
i •

' r '
i

•  
7

 
i

.
 

 

 
.
  f

' ! r l M
1

-

 

,
•

,  

 
'N   ' i

 
I   

 

'

•

I   7 -   !

r ..
` r

` } i
 

' S - '  . .' • ,1 1    . .   .  t '  

 

} (
•   r

.
•
- ,

•
  .

 
/

,
`

'
' d `

y   , :
  ' J .

{
` ,

.
.
• 1 ^  .

. I
_

r
•

T
  ti  

•
'

 

1. .

 

. • ' 1' i r

 
. .

•+
  '

•
r   •  

 
I . r

} 4   : i i . •r i ` ,t
 

  .
 
-   ;. + '  

 

  ' : .
i r   y ,

  •
.
j •   1 • . .  .

  1 i r
S r ' •

  L •
'ti  

r
i

•
a

 
•
 

1 
•

 
 
f . . , 

+       _ • t r  
.,
f
'
,
  v L '  1 ,

a  JF ,
_i t 

1
 
  -  - ' ..  R 

 
-. 1

^• . '  '
 

• . - „ . -
-

 
Y

-
y ' _  f f         .y

 
-

, $ }      j +'
T ;1  - /• ' . r'  l"' 'r .

r ''   +J '
. i.w r ] '

`
' - • 

- a Y    •r
 

,  i   •[
'
  -̀

 
•  {  . Y   .,.

 
-̂
~ rt .

} `   .   r .r
  [  

.
Ch  ,  -   ,

 
r i ?̀

. .x M . ' i  
. . l      1

  i _
• •  11

~
  • r .

' i - " 

 

Y
•

 
 

.
 

I j
  

•, • i ' • `
,

  1 '•[
 

 

1

 

,
J .•. r

 
, . •, • 11 D  

 

r  i ' "•• (   
.'
 

` ' '.•  
_ 

k' 
• r 1  :. . .. , a .

  I
  •  . j .

  ' . V c _.:y, , c S.e  
r   Y } 1   4 ' ( ` •( .

.ti
y

4   -.t . 1.
' 'y ..

  '
' • . ... : , 1'

t, •   ,I   .
 

 
 

,
'   1 r u     . , •,  r,  -     "'>i; t ,,,,1

 :  ;  5'r:', . ,    • ' - ' s ;  .- . , ,.  "y  
_,
 t ' - , ; ;

.   .   '   i,' 
  , .  4,  ' ' r r .  jf

      ' r `   1  ' .
'

,. 
 
,

i   
•
  •. _

'     •; r   :  ̀
„
 
,
 
' _ ' ,,

   'f +    .
'; +  

'`
 

 
,
 

'
 
 t
   

:
' 

    •    
.

 
    4 -F

 
  i ' '

  s̀
r '

.   a
,.
F .

r
} .

=
•
1. :• > 

,
 

 
  u

-!   J/ ,       •_ .' =
•  

 
n

, i  
,
  '

1 X   q t _   . `
 

ti •
 

  : i a - • .F _ f
:

,}
    ,

 
f "

 
   

    ; ' ,
,
y Vrr

_} '   '•
•   .  

- ''
  '

 
•

S
  : _ I .

t

 

,

•
1

 

1

' , _   -  
{ •

  '  
 

 
•._

  1

•

•

t - _w .  
 

. 1
,
     

- 3 •
I
  J f '  _

 
7. * '. . : i '

  ' V '} ' _ l 1
 

. f +   . -
 

r
  .

    ' 1  {  . •
t
' 1 i    

 
• w , _ 1

_ -   . i i .r
:  a

l

: " y   .' -
.

r r } { t . c ' 1- ti -
  /  

} 
Y

`
r r s

f ' •
i '   . r• t L ' . '   t •l ^

_.
3• Y • . 5  1 : - f

 
'

, .
Y / +1

   
 

 
^ 7 tl . r " N r r :i ; j .'

!
.'-L . •

_f •: 4

+
 

  ' .
  '  S•°' f 5 ` .

S > * '  , .     t  
.k   ,. . ,J +_..   : . --,  ̀ f f

., , y
, [   ,,,-

   
 
JJJ   . ; :

 
ti . { •*  '/  - -

.   - . . r tti
_

 
; ' ` .

 
•

11  
. .

  /   1 +  . ,   .  • . t
  ]

,
•
,   , .

4
.
• l 1 - • ' I rr 1 1 

 
 

 
  _  

• -
 

-
• '

 
+ ' y . •

 
I .. r * G  '   Y / J J

 

.  
Y' S V r: / { 7 • .   ` .

  + .   1
.

  y 7
 

,
1 

       
 

 
   

     
'  

1
 

 
     

}
  1 '

. x ;1 I   T .
'

1 - • . . r . J . . !
,
.

r     
. . .

   
/ .  7 r 

. T . .
5

r ' / '
  j

• •
N 1 r I   ,

  t
  y

  1   , '

 

. . 
1'

.
 

1
 

!.  •
i r

+

,. {   }
'i

.
1  _

 
     r 1 1

1
. ' 1  l Cr  . t

 
-   •

  J
` ` l J

 

 
   

_
X

 
• •

j 1
.

  `
' /  

 
'

r
  ? i . ! _ , 

  '
.

  f  
(

r, .U   _
.  

7
! i r

i
t •y

y
ry , 

.
, w l   "  L ' Y i 5 FFt   •

i rw L • i •

 
`
.
f •"   ' \   -

 

r• •  f
 

•  
•

I r  -.
b - t ' " "y ,"   1 '  

 

• '
 r ' i Fv .  

  '
   

 t
•

 71

 

,
i
 
r  '

,  

  F
 

•• t . . ,

v , + .
r ,

P ' -  a . .   .I t ~ -
_

- rS
t•    

•j
l . i ,- r -

   
:

y 1.  

•
 c   .

  •

-

 
  .

r ' i .
 

. I y .
#

 
`

.•,
:.

P '
-   • .

` 2 t
 
r "

  ! i /

S

i .
j

' •  ".   ' j 'i
•

, •
  : r

J
 

• ` • 
  4r  

•1  t •
? .

. .   : ; ' ,   /   '
 

y ti
  t

y    ' J'

I  M •
    4

_. .
a

:
*

.5

1
'   .

  . ,
•    

`
,

 
 

V  '  -   r  
, f

•  
.
i '       •

y r _ -r
  , 

'T T' ` .  
•

. 
-

ti " '̀   :
,  

,
-  

  •

" r (
, y

: T f
    .

'

, 
1
-
  *

3.
:  

  F.
    '

   
. i

. -
 
  t y

i  
•

.
• ry j '

 
I
1

L .
'
.  • 

d ti r
..   ' 

..   l i  
1:

•

. } 1
.

, r I r
    q

 
+R l r

f ~ '  
   i

.l l
 

'   . + .r
'        

    -
. : / I7r r'r '

 
,
r 
  +

   
4

 r  
. •  I

 
 

 
  .1 I r f. •   j v1 •     t  

  /
,
  r

 
I !   M5

"•rr .C
[ . . . - I .r   , r '

/
( 1

L
i `   " S

'  F 
. _

-

Y . •   . R `   . .
-

-

r - .Y: i
- f

1   1   '   :1
.
•'! " •

! '

 

 

i   ,-
f-   a ..   -. ,

 
i  J ;  ̀

,
  i }

• 1   11 J   rR   r   Z   '  '

   
  .Y     • f

. 1'Ri _

 

-51h   •  _r C: . +- f : 1 •x   , _ 1' ?     f

 

  1 •' 1 .

•

4' t r 3 - . .j . ,.f
1.   1

... ,     r •i v
f1,

r
,
•  

 
:     ' i 't   

 
r
''

,
  Jl  t I   ,

1`  J
,

' 'q •
1

__,
    ,

I   1   r+• .   . f . d
.

 

  _  ti ' , ^ r
     

 
a rl

. y i I  
.
! •  i   •    

, •r.•

 
•.y

i
 

  ; +   - _ .r     r ' C`~   • j   . . r' . t1
. .  

•

^ ` • .
'T W '

  xr i
`

r
i   i l . 'r<

.
  . . f

•

, . , '} p
j 'I . • ,   •

 
i    + ' 1.

'
y

'
, r/1 ^. S '.  11

• \
  a/ =T l r •

 . 1
  r '

I
 
S
4

f
.  

i . r .  
  , + • •   , L r

t
. r '  

•
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'  r+
'

ar
- r   •  

' 
  • 1 1y { '  

L • , _
.

  •

f . f   i „ 
  a

.

 
i -

1
•

-

I L  
  'T

;
'T • r ••

i ' S
r 1 • j  

'
 
' f •,    

,•h • 1 )  
Z 7L

   • +
f  

, i: J l   - ' . `r •r
L

 

_ y  l •l ' __ ,   ..
i el   J }

n   t
.  

•

 
•

v _
. „   . r   •

 
r . -   ..

 
  i w .

3 ' t
  +

  ( • ,
'rt ' '•'f

.,
'

 
-JI(

 
- . f '. l

I
• i   L ' I `

 
t
+

 
• . 1   ' M'̀ t ' I w

•  .
FJL

,
  J  

++
 

,

 

y ,

 
' ' V ? r • 4,

. _
S

,
  y

- •i
•

" ' ' . , 
J••  ,

.
  .

J
r•

  `
 
:

,
 

,
i i  

 
 
, {
•

 
 

: -
!-r   i

 
   

 
  -

4
:

_

* 'L ' 7    '  ..r
   

, `

• 7 f

•
r
 

r . f
r
J •

. f ; 1
  C

__
,

'.
'  

• . • •
   

.
  v

_
  . . .  

'
.

•
.

 
  • , 

  i -   ' ' r
•
1

,
M

   
 '1 ti

. .3 -- '  •-
    :     J . . M      

  7
y

..
 7  ' r 

 
f
 

 
  1  

 

; T .
- r: i ti ' -1

', r
•

  I 1 r  
•

'

- -  
, r ._

    •"       +
. ' r

 
i ' { •   ' r .

r S'

 
F{

w
 

i . Z ' • 1 . 
  • f

. •   rr :
r •

-
_
  ~

 

'
L _

' 
 
••  

'
  t \ w '; » P ': ' •  

.

 
•

 

-
    •

  S: 9-

 

     
  R. a    

. .
~ l :-

: 
  ;̂.

 
    '

 

,r '  t .  ' 'T _   -+
1  r 3 :   t     

•
  • R' f   1"`

 ' f,

,
•  t

    •;c   0

,
'
 .
aT

.
: r  i

•
f ' • i   f ! .f   r, i ..

   
 

R1'
'' . . ' i : 1.   , j + •

  -I1
.
    ' "% ''

    f
f1

`
'• '   1   • ' i

  _ , ;

J

`
-v

y,
  a

_ . •f i  
_

j i f 1  . . - t . •       •
-. 1j

,
•   

-
,    

  .
rt   n . rl + i  

_
/

'

 

 
.

r   Y .
5 I • `   ' " 1 t ' ," i -  1 • r

;
_

•   r -
 , t l

t .
7

I'
.

1   .
  I

H .   ' •
, ' y . ' '•  ' •   r

   
  ;

I • .
r

C
, x y

,
:

t i . .
r  

_
 

F .

'    y  f , :    
,, , 

( r r   " ti : :
•

. _ . r , i
_

t i t- !
•
`
,

 
•   I  

 

_

 
•
1   r t 

.
    •

 
   

  -

•

} . •    
 

•' ,
,

 
  . .

    •. `  r_ 
 

 
'•+  J

 
: .t  ' . ; -   • f  

•
r ', r .

Z- . . •
 

.  •.
j i r  r,

y
;i

' : '  , ';
 
Tp, a»F sS

.

•
f ' !'  

. x    l :   v "  '. - t l • - r1  •,ti
 

  a  - ':-   .' -  . ,
  .

 
. ' 

.
y  

  '

•

x
 

- I

r
, ry

`
 
' I

J \ '

 

I • J l l . I . 'r  " TT  
.   J

  . . ti , .̀ l . '.
v l

 
I T   II . 1

r .' ." "    . « ' '` ' '• - -   '
 

  •  , - : J<1  
,
f . 1  '. _* ,  '   • , s '   , Z''     , '

1    if
• u   .

 

'      
   

. . t i i r
t

y'' ' .
.  1 -  

 

v 
. . " y

i : b ,•   N
r

 
i
  '

•
' 1̀

 

'
•f  

' -  
  a     w '

•
r

t   • '
t,  

  {_ -.

• , J
 

•
    '

 
r
-

'
   

•
„

 

 
r

 

1
•

  •

•  
. • 

+ '
!

l
  -

 
  i

 
`  

.
t  

y L'  i lr 7 W
   

1 ,
-

,  
'  

J
-

;y
  •

, •rf
1,
{
I
t i

YI Sr ,p • , 1 L  .• •• ,  
]
t
s

•
 
 

,
r
'
- •

,
.1

• _

• 7
 

 

f .       r 
•

?7C   I v f • •   •   '   t  
S
's w

  f f,
  '1

. / `
,

'  

-

y '
, 

'1   r  5;
,; ;

 
' 4 5 /  

•

T .     ' ..
. .[  - - .r •   r '

.
 
 

 
k '

,

 

.  .
  S  .J

 
 

  U
. .

`•
. a . .._

r P- ',  . "c33 r.   .̀•   
_ •

: : ! : ? • ' ' 1      i >. .. nti
. _ . t .

. {
4   

. .
i

' - a
.
l  

    . . '   .  
•

' ) " rf
. rr

  

y}    ''•
   

 

.

•

.
h

,
- r .

  ' 1

 

,
 
 

  Y
j  

 
,

  +
/ V G  

t '

 

 
  f , r . .

- I '
.
 

_l / •
  '

 
r

y '
f

 

' •  
i
v

 

. 1 r' •  y
I

T •J
 

J

_
f i :• u •

1` ,

.J ' )   t
  '

  •t • + ' .   '    - 4 ' '
     %' • • r •

^
K

 

 
'  l

.
•

  1 _
}

,.  
 

.
  i   - ' • ,

f -
C

. ' .  c . 11 
 

• ' . ;  
ti •r•_ _

'
,
f   -

-     y   , - 
-

- `
T,   i r /   'C. .    .   .   o  

; , 1} . r  r
1 `

N - 
,   'yi

 

r
•
- . P' •. • • 

•

 
    S' 

•
  ..  -

 
  . ,} '   .

  ~  
  t s  ` •   y --. " ' < "u Q

 
r,
;   

'
 
. r•
 

I ..   ' W   .
c Q

r. . 'T`  
 

r   '
 

ti t
:  I t .

  S i 6 "
_

       
 

r i '  

 
/  ` '   ?

 
]

.
p    L   . . t   ,. . 1/ •

_ _ A r  .   ,
• "  

,   ,t, ,
:

'   -
1
 

 '
r
  -

•N
.
 _
l

  '7 `

f : f . ` i
 

   
 

{ . . *  
L .

l -
 

,
'

  1 : . 
  '

1 r

•
t

 

+     , _ _
 

- 1
r4

. 
. .

j r•

•  
 

TM i  
.

 

'  

,
I

. j }  •
    •

: ' •i
t7 • 1

- •.  
{
i f • r , • '

.

,
7 1f J :

J
     

- • • - '
? 1t     

 
1

  . f
 

i, i
  p   5'

   
_

 
 

 

1
 

. -
`

  •    . •  
j' i [.

.r S
. .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

 
19 '

Bomber forces for operations against the British naval

forces:

25th Bomber  Ping (tR o groups equipped with He-111's)

30th Bomber wing (three groups equipped with Ju-88 's)

Forces for "air demonstrations" over the nrinciple cities

of Denmark and Norwav :

4 t h Bomb e r 9Pi n g ( t wo g r oun s e q_u
i p p e d wi t h He - 1 11 ' s ,

l

III Group , 26th Bomber  Ving (equipped with He-111 's)

1 00 t h Bomb e r Gr. o  zp ( e au i r p e d v   t h He - 1 1 1 ' s )

•
Forces to provide an "air umbrella" in the north :

I Gr ou p , l s t Twi n- En g i n e   'i gh t e r  li n g

I Gr o  _ir , 7 5t h Twi r_-
  'ng i n e F i g h-t e r  Pi n g

par.
t of the II Group , 77th Single-Lngine Fighter 1 ing

Forces assagned to ground support operations in the event

that they should prove necessary :

I Gr oup , 1 s t Di v e - F=.omb e r lAi n g
-

II Group , ?7th Single-8ngine Fighter Wing

I Group , 4th Bomber  in 

Ai
.r

tran sror.
t units for the movement of troops and supplies:

fourteen air transport groups, comprising approximately

400 - 500 aircraft

Forces scheduled for ai.r
landing opera ,

tions:

I Battalion , lst Parachute Regiment (together with the

necessary air transport units).

Th i s s umma r y of t kie f or c e s av a i l ab l e f o r t h e op er a t i on i n

the North is deceptive. The actual operational strength can

best to asseseed through

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8
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a comparison of the theoretical fighting power an d the actual

fighting power . A comparison of this sort is also eignificant

in that it perm its an ob jective conclusion in respeet to the

actual fighting pow er of th e same units four weeks later , at

t he b e g i nr_i n g o f t h e o f f en s i v e i n t h e We s t .

Thus the author has considered it worthwhile to present a

comparison between the theoretical and actual operational Btrength

of t h e hu f t waf f e un i t s a e s i gn e d t o t h e   e s e r  da n e uv e r .
1 3

•
13 - Summary I has been compiled and collated by the author .

Summary II representa the compilation of data furnished by
General von Rohden , for ner Chief of Branch YIII (Military
Hi s t or y ) o f t h e Lu f t wa f f e Ge n e r al St a f f , ' i n "Eur opa i e c h e
Beitrage zur Geschichte des  eltkriegs II 1939-1945 - Zuft-
krieg" (E  ropean Contributians to the  iistory of World War
II, 1939-1945 - Aerial Warfare , Volume 14 , pages 1  -171.

The author naturally assumes that the figurea given in
General von Rohden 's study were based on authentic docu-
men t s .

•
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 .  heoretical.
Computation

.   .
 . , . .A i   cr   f t Tot al ,.

.
l i r cre f t No .      p,e

Uni t
  pe r   ni t   ' t r   n  h

.   .
      o  be   26t h   omber lAi:  g ( 3 gz'p s ) 9b    

- .    3fl t̀h Bomber Wi ng   3 gr pB) 9   )   .  
. ,

4th Bomber Wing  3 grpa) 96) - -
1OOth Bomber Group 30) ;  I

,t .
I .,   . -  :

  : ,
Di v e =Bomber I Gr p , l e t Di v e- Bomber Wi ng 30

, _;
  0

_, .I

  ' -- -    
   .   • -     'wi n--Engi n e I Gr p ! l e t Twi n- Engi ne 3t     

 
  :  '  :ght er ' .

Fi ght er 1P  .ng   :: ,

,
. I Qrp, ?6th Twin-Rngine 30)  

    Fi g1  t er lti ng

   -    
Si   .g l e -   gi ne I I Gr p , ? ?

.
t h Si ngl e- Eng i ri e 4 0 4 0

- . ,
F i ght er ` Fi gl  t er Wi ng    ,

L
   .

( .

  -

_- _
  - 1  e c onr :a i s - l e t Sqdn t 122d Re e on ( r oup. 10 ?

    e SQdn'e let 5qdn , 120th Recon Group 10, 
2Q

, 

.  
.
 
 

Nav al di r 06t h Coae t al F  i ht Gr ou 0   4
,

5 g p 3 3
'Far c e  _, 

  . :   .
Ai ar Tr ari   - 14 gr oups : 40 5 6 0 

. .
port  o cee .   . ,   ., . .  

_f. , '
. . .

,
` _ _ 9ummnry s 348 "bomb aar,r i er e "

. . .'- '   1 (?0 s i ngl e - engi ne  and t wi n- engi ne f i ght er s 
  50 r e oonna i s eance a i r cr  af t
 ;

    ,   560 t r an s por t a i r cr af t
; .  . . .  

  . .

_ , . .

    ' -

, .

,  .

  '.  .   _ _ .
  . _ - c  

 
  . ' • '
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II. Actual Situation

(qee Footnote 13, above)

Aircraft gvailable
f o r Imrne d i a t e

EmPl ov me n t
____,_

a) for operations against British naval forces:

26th Bomber Wing (2 grps of He-111's) 4a

30th Bomber Wing (3 grpa of Ju-88 'e} 60

l00

b   f or "a i
.r

d e mon s t r a t i on s  ' ov e r De nmar k an d
support of ground operations in Denmark :

2 bomber groups (He-111's) 4 0
 

1 dive-bomber group (Ju-87's) 20
6( 

1 single-engine fighter group (Bf-109's)    

3 twin-engine fighter groups (Bf-109's) 10-15
{Bf-110 's) 15-20

c ) for operationa over Norway :

3 bomber groupa (He-111 's) 60

3 twin-engine fighter groups (Bf-109 's) 10-15
(Bf - 1 1 0 ' s ) 1 5- 24 

d) for reconnaisaance activity:

2 eqdns from the X Air Corrs (He-111's) 15-18

3 eqdns, Ooaetal Flight Group 20-25

Sw nmar .y of Ai r c r a f t Av a i l abl e f o r I mme di a t e E  p l o   me n   :

  22'0 "bomb carriers"

50-95 ai gle-engine and twin-engine fighters

35-43 reconnaissance aircraft

40 0--50 0 t r an s po r t a i r c r a f t
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-_ , -  . . - -
_.,  ,. ,,  ry;;.;.,  .-,  , .    c  :: ..*   ., , .. .. , ,

_ . . , .   , _23  

T  ,e l a et - natned f i gur e of 400- 500 t r an spor t ai r cr af t al one

-i nd3cat ae t h  t a c on s i der abl e par t of t he ov er al l e i r t r an s pa  t

  cap  ai t y of t he ent i r e Zuf t waf f e wa e t i ed up i n t he 1Peaer Man- -
.

euver and was thu$ not available for the contem lated air land-p

ing ineide Fortrese Holland. Thia aituation was made even  m©re -
 
 

 or i t i Qa l by t h e f a e t t h a t a pp r ox i ma t e l y on e - t h i r d o.f
t h e t o t a l

, ,
I

Zu f t i ra   f e
,
s t r e n g t h emp l oy e d i n No r way wa s t o b e l o e t a s a r e s ul t

,. . ,

of enemy activity and aircraft accidents. Thie loea amounted to

  about 150 aircraft, naturally a seriou$ disadvantage for the

- 
 

sir landing operatiou in the West.

  But even more eerious than theee materiel los®e$, which   

cour ee could not pos ibly be made up in the Bcant four weeke .

    v ai l  xbl e , wa   t he f.
  t t ha t t he v e i l o  e e er e ay her e t of or e

. : . . ,.surrounding the earefully camou laged "eecret weapon", the para=

'
.  chu t e, and ai r l andi ng f or ©e e , had be en l i f t ed 3.n a pnr el y t a4t 3 -    

.,  
eal aetion in a seco dary theater of operatione. To be eu2e..,

 
 . 

    - ,.
.

- t hi e Wa'e not a at r   t e gi c mi s s i on , but none t hel e s s t he e   s t enc e

    a nd t  i e t a c t i c ® af t h e n ew f or c e ha d b e e n r e v e l e d . _
Re eh al l

,
 

Y . .  
  1     .

_
leave op®n for the moment the queetion of the extent to wh3,ch .
the  estern P+owerg were able to evaluate and apply the ezpe i-   
 en e e ga i n e d  i n   orwa9 t o t hei r d e f en ae i n t he l e e t . But i t aanr

.  

dert ,inly be aeeumed that the unexpected ground reeietaaee eh-
., .
t: aoui  t er"ed by t he ai r l andi ng f e r ae i n Hol l and on l a

.
May I   40

,   _
 - ,had be en or gani s ed by t he 1].l i es on t he ba si e of what   hey had

   learne d in N©rw  . Thie will be described in more detail in;,K , . - -
 
  the chapter dealing   ith air landing operatione in the l est. 

  .

   , _ . . _ 
l . . . - . . . . , . . _ .  

. .
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other ocean areas might become important in connection

with Operation YEhLOW could be effected at any time

without changing the establiQhed basn o.
f operations.

3 ) Strictly speaking , then , only the following forces can

truly be termed "tied down ": 4 bomber groups, 1 dive-

bomber group , 2 twin-engine fighter groups, 1 single-

engine fighter grouv , and the reconnaissance aircraft.

It is true , of course , that these would have been badly

missed if the offensiv e in the West had been launched
•

at the same time or shortl after the action in they

North . This was especially true in the case of the

bomber units.

4) Far more significant , though , was the fact that fourteen

tran sport groups w ith approximately 500 aircraft were

tied down , and that one-third of these were destined

• to be put out of action .

In no case would the available air transport groups

have been adequate for simultaneous commitment in both

the Weser Maneuver and in Operation YELhOW , at least

not on the scale envisioned by the plans for these ac-

tions.
(Even counting every single Ju-52 available in

the entire Luftwaffe, the total would have fa11Pn far

short of the number of immediately operational aircraft

required.
) This fact clearly precluded the eoneurrent

f u l f i l l me nt of a i r l and i n g and s u pp l y t r an s p or t mi s s i o n s

in two theaters of operations. The employment of the

air ±ransport unita in Norway left onl,y
two poss ibili-

ties: either the postponement of Operation YEhLO P un-
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  til such time as the required transport units could

be restored to full operati nal reac a.ness,
in respect

t o b ot h pe r s  onn e1 an d mat e r i e l , or t h e ab an donme n t of

the air 1 .nding operation in Holland .

•

•
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•

5  The strategy deliberations carried aut b;  the top-level

 ehrmacht command rev ealed that two alternatives had

been taken under consideration :

a) should the  Peser Maneuver be carried out before

or after Operation YELLO ?

b } should the two opere.tions be prepared and executed

independently , as far as timing and personnel
 
were concerned?

them
The decision was made in favor of carr.y

ing/aut one after

' the other ; Operation YEI LOW was to be carried out after

the Weser  aneuver .

There ia no doubt that the inevitable interrelation-

ship between the two offensiv e operations planned for

the spring of 1940 wae a determining factor in the de-

cision s made by the Wehrmacht High Command . For the

participation oft re Luftwaffe could not be diapensed 

with in either operation ; the occupation of Nvrwa.y    

on the ground , the defense against  ritish counteropera-

tions both at•sea and in the air , and above all the

supply of the German forces in the Far North -- none of

th ese would have been posaible without the commitment

o f a s t r on g Zu f t waf f e f or c e . On t h e o t h e r h and , t h i s

force would have been urgently needed if Operation Yah-

LOVP had been launched simultaneoulsy in the West , and

even a short delay in its release from the Norwegian

theater would have necessitated a re rision of the plans

ma de t hu s f ar .
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Is  en t hau gh w e he.ve no eub e t an t i a t i ng document s i n t h e f or m

of notes made by the top-level commandera of tbe Rehrmacht, it
.

  ,   r   ,  obv i ou e t ha;t t he  pot en t i a l i t i e e and t h e l i mi t a t i on s of t he
..;• --

,    .  .   u 'twaff.e
determined the decision to postpone the launching

.  . .
of  t h e of f ,ens i v e i n t h e Re s   no t  un t i l " f our or f i v e da ys " af t e r -

I-' t h e b egi xu 3.r g o  t he We s er Ma.neuv er , bu t unt i l s ev er al we eke      . .;, . .. .;• ,
t h er e af t er .   

 ; -;
- ,  he Qourae of evente in I orway need not interest ue here, '  

.
. -- ,J-

apart f r oat t h e f ac t t ha t t h e ma   or i t y of t h e Zu f t qre;f f e un i t e. : '    .  _. ,:
remained in the North.
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f ch a r t ahowi n g t h e or ga  f z at i ona l s t r u ot u r e , s t r engt h , :
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Chapter II

Pl ann i ng
_

an d De pl o   men t
_

of r or c e s

f or Oper at i on _
YELLO 

I. Strate ic Planning and Debloyment of Ar  Forces

A knowledge of the strategic intentions of the Army and the

deployment of forces dictated b  these intentions is a vrerequi-

si±e to our und.ers
tanding of the derloyment and commitment of

t h e Zu f t wa f f e i n t he c am  a.i gn i n t he W  s t .

• The experience ga _ne
d during the campaign in Poland in 1939

had led away from the theoretical doctrine of independent war-

fare in the air to practical acceptance of the fact that -- in

the last ana].ys
ig -- even in an era in which the theories re ard-

ing aerial warfare were fat ahead of the technological develop-

ments needed to put them into practice, it was thr_ oFerations of

the army , who e goals were the destruction of en emy forces on the

•
ground and the occupation of enemy territory , which formed th e

basis for the employment of air uni s. And this "key to victory ",

which had be n put to the test and found sat sfactor.,y
in the

East , was put into effect in the West.

Ju s t a s i n Pol an d , t h e Lu f t w3 f f e uni t s a s s i gn e d t o t he 1Re s t

w ere to bp given the primary task of destroving the enemy air

forces by means of heavy , concentrated blows. If their destruc-

tion should prove impossible, then at least
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they wtre to be weakened or pe.ralyzed. At the same time, the

hu.f t wa f   e wa e t o c ar r  out at t acks on t he enemy ' s c o  un i eat i or e !

- e tste  in order to disrupt end render difficult the deployment

of er:emy f or c e   and anq at t empt t o ehi f t t he s e f or c e s . I n t he

• c as e of t he of f ens i ve i n t he 1  e s t ,, t he ae t as k s wer e augment e ai

  .by the need t© aombat not only the-familiar overland tre,nBpor 

e rs t em (r ai l r oads and hi ghway s ) but al s o t he oc ea a t r af   i c b e-   '

tween England and her Continental sllies, to dia.rupt it and,

  i   pos s i b.] e t t o pr e rent i t al t oge t hea . - .

+ n M f e h been    he purely strategic employment •of.
the Luftwa   ad

_. ,
.

    . gr ea t l g exp a nde d . .

I'
  '

.
I

But i n addi t i on t  o t he s e mi $   i one  - - and cer t ai i  Ly not l e s s   ,1

. .  
I

i mpor t ant - - a t r emai n ed t he chi e f t aak of t he Lu  t waf f e i n t lae

 Western off n i e to provide both direct and indireot sir support

, •
for the decieion-seeking operations of the Ar y iri the area® of

  •
-   ma i xt ®i   or t '  
!

For t hi s r ea s on , any i nv e s t i gat i on of Luf t Raf   e emp  oyment

mu s t be gi n wi t h t he Ar my oper at i on e   rhi ch v er e t o pr ov i de t   e

 ramework for the com  g ai  activity. Neverth®lees, thi$  st• dy

is not the place for a detailed examination of the planning and  

eueQUtion of   my operations. 8e muet limìt ourselvera to pre-

$eb`ti.ng a f r amewor k , an.d t ru s t t o t he r eader ' e per s onal ac quai m-
;   

. t an c a . wi t h t h e  ©our e e o f ev e n t s on t h e gr ovn d .i   
Ther e gr e t wo ei gni f i c ant documen t s whi,ch hel p t o r econ-;_ 

®truo  thie f
,ramewor

k: 'i

;  
, .t
, - ,

,, .   _  
, .
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1 ) As s e mb l y Or d e r f or Or e   a t i c n YEh LON  
:A  . 

f ma r s c h a.nwe i s u n g

Ge l b }
, Ar my Hi g h Conuna n d , 2 4 F e b r u a r y 1 9 4 0   '

2) Map pertaining to the Western campaign of 1940 , ahow-

ing the military situation during the period from 10

through 16 May 1g4o2 .

These two sources can be understood fully only when they

are studied in close conjunction . Ivloreover the following comments

and explanations would seem to be necessary :

1) The strategic plans of the Army had been subjected to
•

thorou h oin revision durin  the course of Februar 1940 .    g
_

y

From October 1a39 until the bPginnin ? of February 1940,

the basic nrinciple of the plans for Operation YEhZOI 

lay in the breakthrough via Belgium , to be carried out

by a. strong right wing and intended to overrun the enemy

troop assembly area and s,ys
tem of d?fense. (This calls

• to mind the so-called "Schlieffen-nlan a of 1914).

During the early weeks of 1940, however , deliberations

a n d s u g ge s t i on s a dv o c a t i n g s b a R  c c h a r   e i n ±h e n l a n n e d

d e p l o Tmer_t of f
.or c e s b e g a n t o g a i n i n c u r r e n c y - - a s a

matter of fact, at almost the same time -- within the

Wehrmacht High Comm and , the Army High Command , and with

Hitler himself. It lies beyond the purview of this etudy

to discu ss trle degree of influence which General von

Manstein 's plan to ehift the point of main effort of the

o .
f

.
f e n s i v e f r om t h e r i g h ± t o t h e c e n t er ( t h e s o- c a l l e d

Manstein plan )

1 - The Aasembly Order referred to her.e
is a copy of a copy of

t h e o r i g i n a l . Th i s c opy  NS a ma.
d e a v a i 1 e.b l e b

,y
t h e Ka r l Br u h e
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Fo o t n o t c
_

1.__
( c o n  

Document Collection . See Apnend.
ix 31 .

2 - The ma p me n t l.c n pd 7 c e nn ±a i n nd   n ±ha b n ok , "Ge s c h 
_c h t   d e c

2
.

w F'   t ' k ?'  ] r    p c 1    N   c t n r t r     ' rlf   ; y   (  "   !  r T T  
 

n   i y   r l
.

v n ri '?' '
.
'!') L)  '  

.
q -

h i
.r c h , At Y 3n a?zm- Ve r.

1   .  , Bor.r. , 1  ?    ; T,;a p : ?o . 2 , The Can   a i   n
  n t he We s t , Pa.r

t I . S?e AnPe n ci i x 3 2 .

•

•
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 nay have had on the final decision . At an y rate , in ac-

cordancP vr th thP inform^tion we have at hand , it would

s e em t h a t v on Iula.n s t e i n ' s c o n f e r e n c e w  t h Hi t l e r on 1 5

Fehruary 1 40 , which represented the culmination of a

ser.
ies of recommendations and memora.r

da dating back to

t h e f a l l   f 1 9 39 , p r ov i d e d t h e f i n a l i mp e ±u 9 f or a f un -

d a mPr.
t a l r ev i s   nn of t he r l a n .

I t i   a. f a c t , i n a n y c a.s e , t h a t t h e pr e v i ou s p l an f or

Q  ,e r a t   on YELZC'. V u a s c h a n g e d r a d i c a   l
,y ; t h e r e su l t wa s

•
the new Assembly ( rder issued by the Army High Command

( s e e J n n e n d i x 31  
.

2  The new strategic plan was based upon a breakthrough on

1he middle sector.

The map reproduced in Appendix 32 does not reflect the

ultimate ramifications of the revised plan clearly ; these

become obvious, however , in con 
7unction with the Aesemblyi

Order.

l h e o f f e n s i v e wg s t o b e c on c e n ±r    t   d  ,_r -  ma r   I v o n t he  

area "south of th  Li
.ege-

Charleroi line", in other words

south of the Sambre-Meuse line
3
.

The g oa l o f t h e op er a t i on wa s au r p r i s i n g l y r e mo t e  :

"The forces ... are t  fight their. way thtough the French

northern border defenses a.n
d to ccnt nue in the direction

of the lower eourse of the Somrne",
 

This means that the map in Appendix 32 ought to be

completed -- theoretically -- by the addition

3 - Assembly Order , Paragraph l , Slibpar.agrap
h 2.

4  - Assembly Order , Paragraph 1 , Subparagraph 4.
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o.
f an arrow pointing towar.

ds the weat from the area be-

twee n  inant a.n
d Sedan to the Eng ish ChanneT , north of

the lower course of the Somme.

This wa$ a long-range goal , one which -- if it could be

achieved -- automatically meant the dlvlssiDn of the Al-

lied armies.

3)' Inevitably , it was this large-scale and da.r
ing operation

on the part of the German Army which determined the stra-

t e g i c p l a n n i n g of t h e h u f t wa f f e . F o r Lu f t wa f f e e mp l oy -

.
ment was bound to depend upon the planned formation of

±h  ares, o
f concentrat on in the ground operations, the:

more so as aupport of the Army would become incree.s
ing-

ly important once the first blows of  the strate ic air

arm had been delivered .

  Thus it would seem to be desirable to supplement the

map in Appendix 32 by a summary of the deployment of
•

the Army forces involved , espec .a
lly in view of th 

fact that it is always the grouping of the A
.rmy units

whieh determines the employment of the Luftwaffe units
 
.

e. 
} a s s i gn e d t o t h e we s t er n f or t  

.
f i c a t i on l i n e : 1 7

divisions

b ) h e l d b a c k b y t h e Ar m   Hi gh Comman d a s a r e s e r v e

force :  7 div9.s
ions

c) aseigned to launch the initial attack r 72 divi-

eions

 otaT : 136 divisions

5 - Tippelskirch , op . cit., pages 69-?2.
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Th e a t t a c k i n g f or c e wa s or g a n i z e d a.s f o l l ows :

Ar my Gr ou  

E i   ;h t e e n ±h Ar m,y : ? i n f a n t r y d i v i s i on s , 1 a r mo r e d

division , 1 cavalry division

Sixth Army : 14 infar try diviaions, 2 armored di-

visions (the Panzer Corns Hoppner }

Ar m.y
Gr ou p A

Fourth Army : 12 infantry divisions, 2 armored di-

v i s i on s ; wi t h t h e P a n z e r Cor p s Ho t h

• (2 armored aIivisions) ranged behind

Twelfth Armv : 11 ir_f.an
trv divisions; with the

Fanzer Gromp von Kleis± (5 armored

divisions and 5 motorized divisions)

ranged behind

Sixteenth Army : 15 infantry div .s
ions.

Army Gr up C

•
First and Seventh Armies w _

th all the rest of the

d i v i s :i.on s .

4 ) ? oreover , within the tramework of the contemplated ground

operations , two surprise attacks were plann ed , to be car-

ried out in close coordination between the Army and trie

Lu f t wa f f e t o t h e n o r t h o f t h e a s s a u l t f r on t ma nn e d b  r

Army Group B .

Operating within the area assigned to the Eighteenth

Army , the Luftwaffe Air Landing Corps (Luftlandekorpa},

.cons
isting of the 7th Air Division and the Army 's 22d

Di v i s i on ( Ai r La r.d i n g ,
l , wa s t o b e dr o r.r   d b v me a n s of

para.c
hute end alr landing in the so-called Fortress Hol-

lan d (area near Mordijk-Dordrecht-Rotterdam-The Hague}
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in order to tie doxn enemy forces, to capture important

bridgea, and to destroy the "fortresa" from within.

In tactical coordination with these isolated Zuftwaffe I

elements, fighting far away from the actual front line, I

advanc e t r oope f r om t he Ei ght een t h A.rmy   rer e t o make  ,

. ,
-

contact with them at the earliest posaible moment in or- i

der to relieve them. Once contact Was established, the  
I

. Air handing Corps was to be subordiriate to the Eighteenth ;

. ,
. .A

.r my f o r t h e du r at l on vf t he g r ou nd f i gh t i .ng .

In th ect r ®s ' ed to the he s o a i gn Si xt Arm  , t .he Zuf t waf f e    

 
wae to carry out a large-scale attack designed to opext

the w the thr u h t -  ay for Army o g he Belgiaa border fortifi
,

cations. Th e plan enviaioned the occupatioa from the !

air of the Belgian fort Eben Emaeh (located het reen

Maa s t r i c ht e,nd Zi e g e ) a s we l l a s t h e n or t he r  m br i d g e s

over the Albert Canal by Luftwaffe engineerr tr o ps land-

_ • ec  by newl y - dev e l opeal f r e i ht l i de r s and b ar at r oo er e .g g 3  p P

These forcea were to hold the fort and the bridges until

relieved by Army units.

5) The Asaembly Order for Operation YFhZOR iesued to the

Ar m  do e s n o t r e f er c l e a r l y t o t h e j o i n t Ar m r- hu f t x a f i e

opeaationa mentivned above , nor doea it m tke mention mt

i n any o t h e r r e s pe e t o f t he emp l oy me n t o f I,u f t wa f f e

f or a e e .

The coordination of Army and Zuftw affe forcea is m en-

t i o n e d onl  r a s f ol Tows s

,,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

 
    

Paragraph 5 , referring to the Eighteenth Army , in

which there is a reference to "coordination with the

air 13nding forces";

Faragranh 5, referring to the Eighteenth Army , closes

with the following sentences "It is of great importance

rto the Luftwa   e that the West Frisian islands be oc-

cupied as soon as pos4ible ."' It can be assumed that

this refers to the need for early eatablishment of an

aircraft reporting network reacr ing as far west as pos-

•
sible.

Paragraph 7 indicates that "subsequent orders will 

be issued regarding the employment and missions of the

Zu f t wa f f e . "

A
.n
d this is all. Unfortunately -the "subseauent or-

ders" mentioned above are no lon *er available.

It would not be fair to interpret the extremel,y re-•

served manner in which the Assembl,y
 rder refers to the

huftwaffe as reflecting a lack of understanding and ap-

pr e c i a t i on o n t Y1e p ar t of t h e   ' .r my f or t h e r o l e p l ay e d

b   t he h u f t wa f f e . On t he c ont r ar v , t h e pr a c t i c a l e x   e r i -

ence gained during the carapaign in Polan d and -- to a

certain degree -- the theoretical conclusions deducible

fr om the recently launched campaign in Norway all served

to bring about a thoroughgoing alteration in the attitude

o f t o p- l e v e l Ar m',y c omma n d e r a t owar d s t h e Luf t wa f f e . Du r -

ing the precedin  uncertain months of. planning and pre-

paration for the offensive in the W est , the wiehes and

expectations of Army representatives had often gone much

further
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t h a n t h e h u f t wa f f e wa s c a n a.
b l e o f f u l f i l l i n g o r me e t i n g .

The real reason for the reserve demonstr.a
ted in the

Ar my or d e r wa s t h e f o l l ov  i n g : Lu f t wa f f e l e a d e r s c ou l d

make their decisions in respect to the distribution and

deployment of forces only on the basis of the exigencies

o f " s t r a.t e g i c a.i r    a.r f ?.r e " on t !  e o n e h a n d , a n d on t h e

demands of direct and indirect support for the Army forces

on t h e o t h e r . TTn t i l t h e s e f a c t o r s we r e kn ov r_, t h e hu f t -

waffe could make no definite decision as to the emnloy-

•
ment of its own forces.

Thu s i t ? g qu i t e   .mn o s a i b l e t h a.t t r e Zu f t wa f f e c ou l d

have issued any official information regarding its in-

tent  ns for the western offensive at the time the Army

order was issued.

II. The Strate ic Goals of the Zuftwaffe

• I t i s f a r mor e d i f f   .c u   -  t o r   c oh s ±r u c t t h e g t r a t e g i c ob j e c -

tives defined by the Zuftwaffe leaders and the practical applica-

tion of these ob jectives in terms of th? final d ployment of the

h u f t wa f .f e u n i t s t h a n wa s t h e c a s e i n c o nn e c t i o r  wi t l7 t h e go a l s

and the resulting deployment of the Army  orces. In contrast to

those of the Army , the Luftwaffe goals can ot be substan tiated

by fixed plans or by 7nstructions i
.ssue

d ahead of t 
.me,

but must

be deduced , go to say , from subsequent events and then fitted to

the past . For so far nothing at all has come to light in the

form of directivPs or orders issued for Operation YEZLD  by the

Comma n d e r i n Ch i e f , Zu f t wa f f e , or b
,y

t h e
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Second or Fourth Air Fleets. This means that we lack any and all:

documentation for an exact and ob jective reconstructior_.

In the absence of su ch documentation , we have no choice but

to dig out the principles in acemrdance with which the strategie

h u f t wa f f e tzn i t e we .r e a c t u a l l c omm _t t e d .y

The doctrine of independent air warfare
6
advocated by Luft-

waffe leadera prior to the beginning of the war had already been

r e pl ac ed , a s a r e sul t   f t he e  cp  r i enc e gai ne d dur i ng t he es.mnai gn

i n Pol and , by r e c ogn .t i on of t he f a ct t ha t onl y c l os e coo.per a t i on
•

with the Arm was capable of bringing about a quick and favorableY

decision . This trie  and tested vrinciple o.
f the Blitzkrieg was

now to be applied once more in the 'Nest ; the missions of strate-

g i c a i r tvar.
f a r p,   n wh i c h t h e pr i ma r y ob j e c t i v e wa.s t he c omb a t t ì ng

of the enemy air forces, were to be relegated to the background

during the first few days of operations in favor of mission s pri-

• marily designed to provide direct and indirect air support for

the operations of the Army .

In evaluating this princi ale and the delineation of the mis-

eions to which it led , we must force ourselves to ignore the ex-

perience gained and  re conclusions drawn by the world 's great

a i r p owe r s du r i n g t h e l a s t y e ar s of t he war ,

6 - The reader is referred to the "Einfuhrung in die huftkriegs-
theorie der deutschen Luftwaffe" (In troduction to the Theory

of A 
_r

War f a r e Adv o c a t e d b
.y

t h e Ge r man Lu f t wa f f e } a t t h e b e -
g i nn i n  ; of t he au t  :or ' s s t u dy "De r Po l An f e l d zu g 1

_
9 39 " ( Th e

Campaign in Poland in 193a7.
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as well as the further develorment of these conclusiona since the

end of the war . For , in the German Zuftwaff.e , apart from the

start represented by the establishment of the SpAcial Duty Air

Commar.der
(Fliegerfiihrer z.b .V .

) Clater the YIII Air Corps), there

existed no division  
.nto a "tactical" ai.r

force , designed for

coordinated O +er2.tion9 w itr the gr.oun
d f

.orces, and a "strategic"

air force, designed to be entrusted with the conduct of "strate-

g i c " a i r wa r f a r e ov e r v a s t d  . s t a n c n s . Th e r e wa s r .o s u c h t h i n g a,s

a " s t r a t e g i c b o mb e r f l e e t " , Bu r   n   +'    o .
f f e n s i v e i n t h  We s t ,

•
as during the camraign in Polan d , the German huftwaffe was expect-

ed to accomplish both types of mi_s 
ions w ith the same forces at

the same time. And this could be achieved only by means nf

highlv flexible leadership and rapid shifts in the point of main

e f f o r t .

F o r.
t h e of f e n s i v e z r_ t h e We s t , t h e n , t h e s e  we r e t h e p r i ma r y

missions assigned to the huftwaffe :
•

1) Its main task was tre destruction , or at least the weak-

e n i n g , o - ' t  i e e n e my a t r f o r. c e s o n t h e   r c   a.n
d a n d i n t h e

3ir by means of concentrated blows against the airfields,

assemblY areas, sunply centers, etc. of the French , Bri-

tish , BPlgian , and I utch a _r
forces. Pr7ority was accord-

e d t h e d e s t r  .  Ct  
.on o f b omb e r a n d f i g h t e r f or c e s on t h e

Continent itself.

2) A secondary task , which was 1
_a
ter to become a primary

one, was to support the assault being carried out b
,y

the

Ge r ma   [ a r mi e s .

From the standpoint of timing , how ever , the following

mi s s i on s we r e d e eme d t o b e of e qu a l i mp or t a.n c e :
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southwest into this area (see Section I).

2) The accomplishm ent of an air landing operation whose

mission was the capture of the Eben Emael Fortress and

the Albert Canal bridges to the north , in order to fa-

cilitate the breakthrough of the Sixth Army into the

interior of Belgium .

3 ) Th e t o t a l d i s r u p t i on o f t h e e n e m,y c onuna n d s y s t e m by

means of bombardment a+l:acka on known French and British

headquarters and command posts.

• An d , f i n a l l y , t h e a n t i a i r c r a f t d e f e n s e f or c e s we r e a s s i gn e d

the following tasks w zthin the framework of the operation , a1Z

of them of vital imp rtance in terms of the final outcomet

1 } Pr ov i s i on of f i gh t e r a i r c r a f t an d a.n t i a i r c r 3f t a r t i l l e r y

cover of the following:

a ) assembly areas and marching routes used by the Army ,

e s p e c i a l l
,y

i n t r e v i.c i n i t y o f t h e b r i d g e s
•

b ) t h e Ge r ma n gr o u r.d or g e.n i z a t i c n i n s t a l l a t i on s

c} the bridges over the F hine River

d
,
l the railwa,y stations most important for supply trans-

port purposes.

Th e mi s s i on s p e r t a t n i n g t o h ome a i r d e f e n s e o r e r   .±i on s (wi t h

the Ruhr District as ±he point of ma.
z
.n concentration ) were not

affected .

In this connection , the reader 's attention should be called

to the principle followed at that time in the Zuftwaffe comman.
d

appara.
tus: the commanders in chief of the Second and Third Air

F l e e t s we r e r e s r .on s i b l e n o t on l tr f or t h e c o n du c t of s t r a t e g i c

a i
.r wa r f a r e a g a i n s t t h e We s t
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and the support of German ground operations, but also for air

.   'defense in the theater of operations as well as at home .

In other words, they were eapected to look backwards and

forwards e.
t the same time. i

III. The Problem of Inde endent Strate ic Air Rarfare
II

- -

Aa r e f l e c t e d by i t s f i n al f or m, op e r a t i o n al
_ p l a nn i ng f o r

the Luftwaffe had obviously been based on the premise that ita

rimar miss ion would be the su ort of round o erations. Re-P y AP g P

vertheleas -- like many another plan -- it had been subject to
 

a number of conflicting opinions.

The pr e s ent s t udy i s dev ot ed t o a di.s cus s i on of one of t h e

i
most hotly contested questions -- one which zs still of para-  

mount importance today . This question is one which did not af-

fect the troops directly , but which occupied the attention of

both Luftwaffe leaders and the top commanders of the Wehrmach 

• for months.before the offensive began . This question -- in

brief -- was the followings "should air operatione against the

Weat be launched at the same time as ground operations, or

should they begin prior to the start of the latter?"
.

In other words, "independent strategic air warfare or not?"

? - See Section I T of this chapter for information eoncerning

vrganization and chain of command .
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W e have no documents or commentarieg concerning this ques-

tion from Zuftwaffe sources. All we have in the way of source

material are the entries in Jod1 '8 Diary
B
; fortunately these

are not onlY authoritative, but also full of detail . ,

The first , extremel,y
informative entry was made by Jodl as ;

earl as 15 October 1939 : "Post one launchin of air warfareY P g

r trict "in view of Ruh Dis .

During a conference between  odl and Jeschonnek (Chief of

the Zuftwaffe General Staff ) on the following day , 16 October

 
1939 , the following question was posed : "Is it theoretically

possible to hold the Anglo-French air forces in northern France

under attack for days on end prior to the launching of the ground  

opere tion?"
  There ie no record of the opinions expresaed on

this question .

A scant three months later , on g January 1940 , the follow-

ing entry appears in Jodl '
  Diary : "The Chief , Wehrmacht High

 

Command , has ordered an air attack on the French air force area

out of a clear blue sky? 1Pithout flying over Belgium or huxem-

burg?"

TTnder date of l0 January 1940 , after Hitler's deciaion to

laun ch the offensive on 17 January , the following entry appeare:

"Attack against enemy reconnaissance and fighter aireraft set up

for tre 12th or 13th (in retaliation for British air attacks)" --

it is not clear whether  the last is meant as a statement or a

question .

8 - a) Jodl Diary , 13 October 1939 - 30 January 1940 , edited and

completed by General Warlimont in  darch 1956; Karlsruhe
Document Colleetion .

b } Con t i nu at i on of t h e a o dl Di a r y ,   FA (We hr.ma c h t s f u hr u n ,g s -
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F o a t n o t e  3 ( c on t

a.rnt - ? ? )
, 1 F e b r u a r y - 2 6 P  a y 1 94 0 , f r om t h e r e c or a  s c o n-

t a i n e d i n I MT , Vo l u me Y '.VI I I ,   a g e s 39 7 -   3 5 ; Ka..r
l s r u h e

Dn c t?me n ± Col l e c t   an , 1 3 Nov e mY  e r 1 9 5 b .
9 - All Diary entries are quoted exactl,y , which explains the

telegram-style in wrich they ax pear .

'
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On 11 Janus.ry
1940, Jeschonnek reparts: "Advance attack impossible

u nt i l. the 1 4 t h . " He co nt i nu e s s "The Fu h r e r i s i n doubt   rh et her t o s t age

t he a t t a c k on t he enemy ai r f o r ce s t hr e e day s ahead of t he g round o f f en-

sive or at the same time."

And on 12 January 1940: "Fuhrer still in doubt -- 1} Luftwaffe to

a t t a ck en emy ai r f o r a e s pr i or t o st ar t of o f f ensi v e ? ; 2 )
. . . . . ? ; 3) wi t h

Third Air Fleet or Second and Third?; 4) what time o$ day -- morning,

noon , e.f t er noon ?̀"

Under date of 13 January 1940, i.e. the day on which still another

_ or de r ws a i s sue d t o po s t pone th e s t a r t of t h e of f ens i v e , t h e Di ar y co n-

tains the following note, Which is interesting as regards the overal eval-

ua t i o n o f t he ma t t er :

"Fuhrer conferring on the q
_
uestion of the air attack to precede the

beg i nni ng of t he of f en s i v e .

One must go back to the basic situation. Interval between ground

r and air attacks too short or too long. A Verdun in the air must be avoid-
_  

ed a t a l
.
l c o s t s .

'1'hus I am f o rb i dden t o o rder t he a i r at ta ck unt i l I am c er t a,i n t ha t

the ground attack will definitely take place a few days later.

1700 hours, order issued to cancel attack for the 14th .... conse-

que nt l y , Lu f t waf f e wi l l s t age i t s f i r s t a t t a ck on t he day t he of f en s i v e

is launched."
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Together with Hitler 's decision to postpone the entire oper-

ation until spring a.nd to "develop another action on a different

ba s i s "1  
, t h e pr o b l em of emAl

.oy i n g ±r e Lu f t vra f f e b e f or e or a t

the same time ae the ground forces was also relegated to the

background. In an y case it was not mentioned again until l0

February , when the following entry wae made: "Feldmarschall

(=Goering) says he can take off during the night ... Luftwaffe

prefers to take off in the dark rather than move forward ahead

o f t i me . "

i
The above is the last entry having to do with the problem .

One haa the impression that the whole question had already been

decided in favor of the simultaneous launching of. air and ground

operations. In addition , at that time the 9Vehrmacht High Com nand

was so fully occupied with the preparations for the WeBer Man-

euver and with the subsequent execution of the action in Norwa,q

that even such an important item as the revision of the .plans•

for the offensive in the l est was temporarily relegated to the

background . There was one exception -- Hitler displayed a great

deal of interest in the preparations being made for the air land-

ing operation in the l est.

But not only Hitler , the l ehrmacht High Command , and the

Commander in Chief, Luftwaffe , had concerned themselves with the

problem . There are a number of authoritativ e Army sources which --

aurprisingly

10 - Jodl Diary , entries dated 15 and 16 Jan uary 1940.
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e n ou gh - - we r e s t r o n g l y i n f av or o f a "s t r a t e g i c a i r c a,mp a i gn "

'agatnst the enemy air forces prior to the launching of the offen-

sive on the ground .

In a memorandum dated 6 December 1939 to the Arm,y
Chief of

t he Ge ne r al St a f f , Ge n e r a l v on Man s t e i n , wh o wa s a t t ha t t i me

Ch i e f o f t h e Ge n e r a l St a f f , Ar my Gr o up  A (v or  Run d s t e dt )
, r e -

quested t at the Luftwaffe initiate its sir offenaive prior to

t h e b e g i nn i
_n  * o f t h e g r ou n d ot  er a t   on , "i n or d e r t h a t t h e Ge r man

forces might be assured of superiority in the sir by the time

i the Army launched ita offensive.  
ll

The same thought is repeated a short time later in a memo-

randum from von Manstein to the Commander in Chief , Army
12

, in

which the following appears under Point N (Luftwaffe):

"In order to make certain that the entire Luftw affe is

available for ground support operatione on the day the of-

fensive begins, it is imperative that the Luftwaffe complete

'
its campaign to eliminate the enemy air forces prior to the

launching of the carnpaign on the ground.

In order to accomplish this, the Luftwaffe must launch ite

attack at the earliest opportunit,y , on the first day the

weather is good enough to permit the employment of aircraft ,

and then carry on i
_
ts campaign , varying both its intensity

and the targets involved according to the specific condi-

tions concerned , up to ithe beginning of the ground offen-

sive."

11 - This quotation , as well as the following one , i$ from the
book "Verlorene Siege" (Lost Victories}, by General von Man-
stein ; eee Appendix 33.

12 - Directive from the Chief of the General Staff , Army Group A ,
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Foot not e
_
12 cont

Operatione Branch , No. 597/39, Classified, dated 18 December193g, pertaining to proposals for the conduct of tbe offen-e i v e i n t he  Pe s t . -
    r

•

•
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from the air was to play a significant role. And , as the repeat-

ed postponements of the launching date indicate ; weather of the

type required was rare during the w inter of 1 39 
 4C ; in no

c a s e c ou l d i t b e f or e c a s t tivi t ll a n y d e   -r e e o f c e r t a i n t y .

From the vantage point of hist ry , the decision of the top-

level  ehrmacht High Command to coordinate the timing of the

air and ground offensives was entirely reasonable -- under the

conditi.ons obtaining at trat timP.

There is onlv one set of circumstances which might have

• j u s t  
.
f i e d t h e p l a.nn i n g o f an i n d e Ae n d en t a i r a c t i on d e s i gn e d t o

destroy the enemy air forces and to gain air supremacy , to take

place prior to the initiation of operations on the ground ; 1 }

t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y of a s t r on g , s p e c i f i c a l l
,y

" s t r a t e g i c " a i r f or c e

which could be brought to bear in its full strength ; and 2) the

a v a i l a b i l i t y o f a " t a c t i c a l " e.i r  f o r c e wh i ch e c  _ 1 r1 h av e t a k en

ov e _r
t h e t a.s k o f   r ov i d i n.sr,

d i r e c t e i r s u n P or t f or t h e gr ou r_d op -•

erations at the
_
same

_
time. This would have been the only situa:

t i on i n wh i c h Lu f t wa f f e d e p e n d e n c e  _ p on v re a t h e r c on d i t   on s c ou l d

have no adverse effect on the operational planning of the Army ,

since Army operations would have been coordinated without diffi-

culty with the weather requirements of the "tactical" Luftwaffe.

Th e Ge r ma n Lu f t wa f f e , h oafev er , wa s f or c e d t o r e l y on t h e

same orgar.   ation and the same forces to fu1fi11 both missions.

If the German Luftwaffe had been willing to consider under-

taking these two missions sekarately , i.e. first an inde; endent

air war against
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the enemy air forces and then the direct air support of Army
.

op e r a t i on s , t h e n h u f t v iP f f e l e a d e r e  F ou l d h a v e h a d t o b e a wa r e

of the possible implica.
tions and repercussions of euch 3ction s

_
1) The air forces of both sides would be engaged in in-

tensive combat against one another , with attrition --

though a problem on both sides -- naturally more in-

tense on the side of the attacker. As a result, after

an initial period  f unpredictable length , only great y

reduced (in terms of streng th and striking poser) air

  units would be available for the direct support of

Army operations. Inasmuch as the Germans had built

up their ground offensive on the premiee that the Luft-
air

wa f f e ' s mi e s i on wa s t h e p r ov i d i n g o f ga     Sl  pn o _r t f or

the Arm,y ,
this would mean tha.t the Army would be left

without a guaranteed minimum of air support.

2 ) I f t h e u n e x p e c t e d , b u t t h e o r e t i c a l l
. r a i  i t e p o s s i b l e c o n -•

t ' +ingency should occur that .
he  leGtern a.

ir forces should

refuee to be drawn into a struggle for air superiority ,

but should place the emphasi.s on air defense inatead ,

withdrawing their bomber forces to the many available

emergency airfields in western and southern France in

order to hav e them available for imm ediate commitment

against ground operations when the German offensive ac-

tually got under wa.y ,
then a German "strategic a ir war"

v  ou l d h av e f a l l e n s h or t of i t s g oa l
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wh  
.
l e s u     f e r i

.n g a c on s i d e r a b l e we a k e n i n g of i t s f o r c e s .

And this would have ser.ve
d , in part at least , to com-

pensate for the relative sir inferiority of the other

side.

3) in addition trlere was the danger tha,
t an air war, once

l a ur. ch e d , mi gh t h a v e ha d i 1 s wf f ec t s n o t on l    on t h e

enemy camp ; it might well have been carried by the

enemv air forces into the interior of the German Reich

(attacks on Army troon centers, the Rhine bridges, the
 

Ruhr Distriet , etc.
)
. Nloreover, there was no reason to

bring about -- by huftwaffe action -- an end to the to-

tally unexpected b tt nonetheless genuin e reserve dis-

p l a y e d bj  t    e We s t e r n a i r f or c e s - - r e ga r d l e s s o f wh a t

their motive may have been .

4) It lay entirely within the realm of x ossibility that tYE

planned direct support of Army operations might become•

n e c e e s a r y a t a p o i n t a t wh i c h t h e I :u f t wa.f f e wa s en ga g e d

i n a e r i a l c omb a t wi t h t h e e n em,y or    a s s o we a k e n e d by

initially unpredictable loGses that only limited elements

of the Zuftwaffe rnight be available for commitment in

g r ou n d s u p n o r t o x e r a t i on s . Ac c o .r
d   n g t o t h e ov e _r a l l  +l a n ,

however , the primary missic n of the Zuftwaffe was that of

providing direct supnort for Armv operations. V hether

or n o t t h e Zu f t l ra f f e c ou l d s u c c e e d i n f r e e i n g t h e ma j o r -

ity of its forces for this mission from one day  o the

n e x t d e p e n d e d  €    r n o t o n l ;  u n on i ±s own d e s i r e t o d o s o ,
but alao on the a.c

tions of the enemy .
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5 ) I f t h e L zf t  .vs f f e dv u l a go i n t o a c t i on t o o e a r l y i n t h e

game , t_here was the danger that the Western powers might

gain valuable information regarding the employment me-

t ho d s a n d t h e t a c t i c s o .
f +    e Ge r mor. Tv f +v  a f f e , e n a b l i n g

them to counter its futl.ire commitment both indirectly and

directly . The effectivene s of such countermeasures

v  ou l d i n c r e a s e s ± e a d   1     , o f c o ur s e , wi t h t h e l e n g t h o f

t h e i n t e r v a l b e t we e n t h e a i r a n d gr e  . n d a c t i on s .

As zt was, however , conbat experi.ence and the advan-
 • -

tages to be gained therefrom remained a Gernan preroga-

tive to the ver,y end.

6} In conclusion, let  as turn ou  attention to the follow-

ing basic principle followed by Germany 's top military

leaders.

In the o inion of German leaders, the superiority of

• t h e Lu f t vaa -f f e o v e r t h e Al l i e d a i r f o r c e s i n t h e We s t

was so great that the huftwaffe would presum.a
bly be able

to achieve air supremacy W1tY?in a ver,y short time and

v alzld then be able to direct its main effort to the sup-

rort of German ground  perations. The "secret of suc-

ces " exploited in Poland was to be applied once more .

 ut it could only be applied if the air and ground ope-

rations could be launched simultaneously .

And this decision on the part of Germany 's military

leaders achieved three decisive advantages:

a ) A dissipation of forces in senarate and disti.nc
t

mi_ss
ior_s w s circumvented and a concentration of

f   r c e s on t h e pr i ma r tT ob j e c t i v e
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was achieved. The German forces retained the ad-

vantage inherent in numerical superiority .

b   Th e f a c t o r of s un r i s e , b o t h on t h e gr oun d a nd c  n

the air , was a weapon which remained in German hands

up to the end of the offensive.

c) The enemy was forced into ac±.
i n by a surpri.se at-

tack taking place simultaneously on the ground and

in the air ; in other words, the German Luftw affe

determined the course of events.

• I   . Th e Cha i n of Comman d
.
dur i n  t h e De p l   me n t o f t h e Lu f t wa f f e

. The basis here is the organizational structure of the Luft-

wa f f e a s o f 10 May 19 40 , i n o t h e r wo r d s t Y:e ch a i n of c omma.n d

applicable to the entire huftwaffe as shown in the table
l3

.

Stapplements to this table, and explanatorv notee pertain-

ing to it are contained in Appendix 35.

Appendix 36 indicates the peraonnel assigned to the various•

positions ahown in Appendix 35.

App e n di x 3 7 i s a "Gr a ph i c 8umma r ,p of t h e De p l o ,yme n t o f Ar mg

and Luftwaffe Force s for Operation YELLOW , 10 May 1940".

Although accompanied bv maps, this summary must be viewed

as a "tentative" survey , since at tha.
± time it was hardly pos-

 sible -- or even desirable --

13 - See Append ices 34 , 35 , 36, and 37.
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Thus, today , we can only hope to approximate the ree.
l situation at

that time by means of compar sons.

In the beginning, there are figures which would seem to be substanti-

ated .

The following is quoted from a study prepared by Branch YIII (Military

Hi s t ory ) of t he Lu f t waf f e Gene r al St af f
1 4

.
J

"At this point
l5

, the German Luftwaffe -- with an actual strength

of 3,824 aircraft -- had the following at its diapoeals

501 reconnaissance aircraft

•
1 120 bomber ai r cr a f t

r

342 dive-bomber aircraft

4 2 c l os e - su pport ai r c ra f t

248 twin-engine fignter aircraft

1 , 016 e i ag l e- eng i ne f i ght er ai r dr af t

401 t r an s por t ai r cr af t

• 1  naval aircraft

3 $24 aircraft of all types.

(based on the recorda of Branch VI ( uarterrnaster General) per-

t ai n i ng t o t he numb er of ai r c r a f t av ai l ab l e f o r i mmedi at e em-

  
ployment) .  

Since these figureg on ope ational strength have obviously been taken

f r am t he r e c or d s of t he   ,ua r t erma s t er Ge ner al , Lu f t wa f f e , Lu f t waf f e Gen er al

Staff, we must assume

_.__-
14 - "LTb er bl i ck iiber d i e deu t s che Lu f t kr i e g s f iihr ung 19 39- 1944    (     e8 ° f

Germany'z Conduct of the Air VGar, 1939-1944
)
  study prepared by Branch

VI I I , Luf t waf f e Gen er a l St a f f .

1 5 - i . e . on 10 Ma y 1940 , t he beg i nni ng of t h e c ampa i gh i n t he   le at .
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that they are accurat®. But -- just what do they signify? Do they refer

on l y t o t he at r eng t h o f t he oper at i onal un i t s ? Or do t ?  ey i nc l u de t he

materiel reserves of each unit, or gerhaps the supply stocks still .aiting

at the depots assigned to the supply organizations? In other words, a

computation of materiel alone is not very revealing.

In order to find a valid criterion, i.e. in order to form an accurate

picture of the available bomber inita, we must take recourse to the "Survey

of Eai$ting Bomber Units and Plsnned Activations up to and Including 1

July 1940" ( bersicht  iber die gampfverbande und die bis 1.7.40 geplanten

•
Neuaufstellungen

)16
. Assuming that the goals therein were being met on

schedule, by 10 May 1940 a totsl of fourteen bomber wings, comprising

forty-four groupa, were available and capable of immediate employment,

A9sum3ng, f rther, that the sir craft strength of each of the fourteen

wi ng s t af f s wa s s i a machi n e s and t h at i f ea ch of t he f o r t y - f our gr ou ps

t hi r t y mac h i ne s ( i . e . ai r cra.
f t pl us cr ew)

, Re hav e a t ot al s t r engt h of

approaimately 1 400 combat-ready aircraft.•

Since eaperience has shown that at any given time roughly one-third

of the aircraft in the units were, for one reason or another, not available

for immediate employment, we arrive at a figure of 936 bomber airoraft

capabl e of eommi t men t at a mome nt ' s no t i c e . I n v i ew of t he f ac t t hat   e

are dealing with the initiat3on of e,long-prepare
d offensive, the figure

of one - t h i r d may ev e n be so mewha t e z ag g er at ed . The di s c r epancy be twe e n

the figure (1,I20
) mentioned by Branch YIII of the Luftwaffe General Staff

and the one (93b)

16 - See lppendia 25.
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  comput ed   uat ebove can be r eadi l y e cpl ai ned by the f aa t t hat t he at at i s-

t i c a pr epar ed by Branah YI ($uar ter mast er (ien ®cal , Lcif twaf f s Geaer al St af f )

i acl uded t he mat er i el r e ser ves on hs ad i n t he l i.ne uni t s .

By a f ai r l y generoue e s t i me t e , we c an 'as aune t hat t here wer e approzf -

mat ely 1,000 bombers available on the take-off fields as vf 10  ay 1940.

Anal ogous  cai aul at i on of t he at rengt h of t he ot her ai r craf t branchea - -

r e cpnaai s eance ei r craf t , d  v e- bomber s , t . i n- engi ne and ai ngl e- engi ne

fightera -- would result in similarly proportionate figures. . .

  .s f ar a e t he l a s t f our ai r cr a f t c at   g or i e e ar e eon aer ned , t h i e s t udy
  -

aon t ei n.g
t h e oopy of a s our c ® whi oh pr o v i de s a sur v ey o f t hai r s t r eng t h » -

t he Qua r t er ma s t ®r Repo r t e s Oper e t i o na l Re ad i ne sa o f t he II ni t e ( Que ,r t i er =

meistermeldungens 3 iaeatzbereitsahaft der Yerbande 
l7

.

- The table belo  reflects only thoae figares given for the assigned  

  epor t i ng dag of 30 Yar ch 1940, i n ot he r .rords t hey per t ai n t o a per i od

roughly ei= weeks prior to the begira .ng of the off®nsive in the West.

  The summary pr ov i de s t he f o l l arring dat a e .
l umber of Aircraft Assigned to Units

Str®ngth Close-Support 1-Pngine 2-RnBineBomber e Di v e Bomber a g  cr   t Fi ght er s   ì ght er s

Authorized 1,757 420 39 1 449 3+ 9
Strength

Ac tual 1   b5;  q.i l 42 1, 258 325
Strength

. Op®rational 1 102  341 27 B17 222
St r ength

17 - $se  ppe .
diz 21 ead page ----- of this study.

,, _
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In thi$ connection , only the fignres in the bottom horizontal row

ar e of r e l ev anay . Car ef u Y c ampar i s on o f t he s e f i gur e e wi th t ho s e gi v en

i n t h e s our c e c i t ed at t he beg i nni ng o f t hi s subs ec t i on ( St u dy by Br anch

YI I I , Luf twaf f e Gener al St af f ) r eve a l e onl y v er y s l i gh t d i s cr epanoi e s .

It is true, of course, that an abeolutely eaact comparieon ia out vf the

que at i on du e t o t he f aa t t ha t th e t wo r epo r t i ng day
 

ar e so o e di v e * e eks

apar t ( 30 I  ar ch and 10 ll a,y 1940  
. And dur i ng t he s e f i v e • e ek Q, t he We aer

1[an euv er ( or th e ope r at i on i n No r r ey ) had t a ken i t s t o l l , par t i cu l ar l y i n

the ranke of the bomber forces. Nevertheless, we can take it for granted

 
that the losaee suffered in the Weser Maneuver had been made up by 10  ay

19 40 , so t he.t   e aan , af t er al l , u t i l i z e t he f i gu rEa r e po r t ed on 30 Mer ah

a s a ba s i s f or de t e rmi n i ng t he a i r s t r eng t h av ai l abl e at t he t i me t h e

o f f en s i v e i n t he We s t wa a l au nch ed on 10 Ma,y 1 940 .

In snmmary, comparieon of the two available souroes reveals approzi-

ma t e l y t he f o l l o  i ng f i gure s f or "oper at i o nal ai r cr af t " ; t he e e , i n t ur n ,

are compared wdth a third aource, the figures publiahed in a Briti$h etudy
l8

 
_

16 - The Bise and Fall of the German Air Force, British Air ld3nistry ; Part

II  The Qerman Air Force in the Offensive (1939-1942
); (copy available

i n t he Seacl s r uhe Do cumen t Col l e at i on )
.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

   
57

1 Z 3 4
SOURCLType of Unit   geports, 30 Mar 40 Branch VIII Study British Source
la may 40

Bomber 1,102 1,120 1,300

Dive Bomber 341 342 380

Close-Support 27 42 -

1-Engine Fighter 817 1,016 860

2-Engine Fighter 222 248 350

T 0 T A L 2,509 2,7
68 2,890

19

.

19 - These figurea have been taken from the british source cited in Footnote 18,

above, insofar as they lend themselves to comparison with Germe.n calcula-

  tions.
The overall summary presented by the British source, which refers to the

"approximate distribution of the German Luftwaffe aircraft employed", is

as followg=

1 , 300 l ong- r an g e bomber s

380 dive bombers

660 s i ng l e - e ngi ne f i gh t er s

350 tWin-engine fighters

30 0 l ong - r nnge r e c ohnai s s a nc e a i r er af t

340 close-range reconna?ssance aircraft (for coordinated oper-
ations with the Army)

3   530 t o t a l a i r cra f t s t r eng t h ; pl u s s

475 t r anspor t a i r craf t )

_
  f r e i gh t g l i der a ) f or t he o  :-c upa t i on of Ho l l and

 },050 total (which formed only a part of the overall strength

of t he Ger man Luf twaf f e i n t erms of combat ai r craf t - -

4,500
)
.

Apar t f r om t h i s l a s t f i gur e , t he a bov e c ompar i s o } o f t he Br i t i sh eour c e wi t h

the two German ones reveals that the British calculations were by no meane

wi d e o f t he mar k . They r e f l e c t t he a c t ual s i t ua t i an wi t h a f a i r de gr e e o f

accuracy.
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The discrepancy between tr:e figures of the fir st and second sources

i s  u ite insignifican t.
The data prov ided b

,y
Branch V lli may w ell be

a c c or d e d i n c r e a s e d c r e d u l i t y   .i n c e t :  e y r e f l e c t a c e r t a i n g r o   rt h du r i n g

th e interv ening period -- in spite of the W eser  ianeuver .
On the whole,

t h e Br i t i sh f i g u.r e s g i v e n i n Co l u mn   , a b o v e , wo u l d s e e m t o s u b s t a n t i a t e

tre German ones.

Gmi t t i n g t he f i gu r e s p er t ai n i ng t o r e c onn a i s s an c e , t r an s por t , and na v a l

a i r c r a f t , we ar e l e f t wi t h a f i na l f i   u r e o f a ppr ox i mat e l y 2 , 77 0 a i r c r a f t ,

p l u s cr ews , a s t h e Lu f t waf f e ' s o per a t i on a l s t r e n  ;t h i n t h e we s t . Th i s

 
f i r e howev pr , a l so i_n c lud e s t :  e ma t er i e l r e s er v e s o f t h Q l i ne u n i t s .Ku  

A r e c a l cu l a t i on o f' u n i t s t r en g t h a l one wou l d r es u l t i n Kn eve n sma l l e r

f i gu r. e .   ior e ov e r , a t t h e pr e s en t t i me i t i s qu i t e i mp o s s i b l e t o corapu t e

the unit strength since We have no reliable sumrzaries wha.tsoever
in this

field.

St r•e n g t h c o mp u t a t i o n s o f t h i e k i n d f o r t h e Lu f t wa f f e mu s t b e u n d e r -

taken w ith a health,
y degree of skepticism .

For no  rhere was there so much•

b l u f f i n g  ri t h s t a t i s t i c s , b o t h b ef or e a.n d d ur i ng t h e wa r , a s i n t he Ger man

Lu f t waS' f e .

71'h i s wa s n ot t r u e of t h e L,a f t •Aa f f e Gen e-r a l a t a f f , n or of t h e t r oo p

staffs -- and  east of a11 of the line units, who were all too aware of

their weaknesses and of their constant efforts to raise the operational

s t   e ng t h a f t h e i r f or c e s .
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It waa most decidedly true, haRever, of the top-ranking Lnftwaffe

l eadexa   above a11 of t he Commt n:der i n Chi ef , huf t  raf f e , h i msel f ,  rho

 ecepted only those etreagth fig rea which he want®d to hear and believe

  in. When an authorized etrength of 5,142 aircraft, for eaample, waa re-

portsd to hfm by Branch YIII, eaperieaae showed sgafn and egain that it

 ,was t hi a f i gu r e whi ch r eme.i ne d i n hi s mi nd - - Bnd i t  ra s t h i e f i gu  e whi ch
,

  he t hen r e por t ed t o Hi t Ye r . Th e f a a t t h a t on l y a f r  
.c

t i on of t he s e a i r -

err a f t wer e e,at ua l l y avai l ab l e f c x' oper  at i on s e t t he f r on t   a e t ot a l l y

irre evaat as far ae he  a  conae=ned, se we.s the fact that ane cauld

.
.

.
h ar dl y t erm t he hundr eds of t r s aspor t s ,i r cr af t i nc l uded i n th e ov er a l l

f i g nr e ae a per t of t he Luf t  r ef f e '  e "f i gh t i .ng power ".

  I t aeu'1 be ae uept ®d s 'e c ert ai n t h at Goer i ng new er r ea l i Zed t hat t he

  Iaxf twaf f e had e,
 ms aci mum' of 1, 000 bombe r s r eady t o t a.k e of f f rom t be a i r -

;

fielde on the morning of ,
lo M r 1940. .

The at  t hor has cone i der t d i t i mper a t i ve t o poi nt ou t her e t he t ea-

 
deney on t he par t of t he t op- l ev el Luf t wa f f e Leader e t o conf uee appe ar -

ances with r®elity, foz t3ae reperouasiona of theae self-deasptiona were "

t o av eng e t h e®se l v e  mcr e ar d more pa i nf u l l y a s t he war progr e ss ed.

.   .  , 
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. ; .
. , :  ,

Th s L aLnahi   of t ha Of f en si v a: T
.
ha Co i t gtet t     '

_, ,

ot t ha Lt  f t  ra  'f o Dar i   t h  Fi r at
_
Dev . 10 Ys  r 19d©         

 

  l t 0535 on 14 ll  y 1940 , t he Ge   aen l fehr maoht  aar ohed and f 1sR a,ar aas

t he border s of th  Hei oh 'towarda the i  eet , i n t he di r eot i on
,
of Hol l aad , .

Be l gi nm, and Luasmbu  g .

  The sur pr i se at t ack a®hedul ®d f or th e f i r et day of t he We st ern of -

fenai e, long awaited by both sides, brought a number of misaions for the

  Lnf t waf f e whoee ac oompl 3.ahhment i ae t o he,v® i mpl i cat i ona re eahi ng f ar be .
 . ,

yond t he s i l i t ar y ob  e at i v e a aet f or the f i r st dey .   s t he ad  c+  pa 

t r ol a oi t b s Ger man Arm3r i nf ari t s   r wer ® begi m  i ng t o t hrow ba;ak t he . s  ct- _
.

.

vanae  post  e al omg the enemy f r ont i sr f or t i f i aat i ona, the Laf t waf f a dr oP:

ped i.ta
firat bombs on the ChannAl coast opposite the Britieh Ialea.

I t i s pe rhap a th i a ez aaapl e  rhi ch be s t aerve a t o i l l uet r at e the d  f  

  .  . , .
f er ano e ;i n t he t hi nki ng of t he   y and th e Luf trraf f e a s r e;gar ds .

1  e #  -Li -  '
.
 

:.
 

t ae eot a of epaae and t i me ,  - ,  ary p i ; ;
Thi a di f f er enoe h  c]. al ao be ®n appar eat d ir i ng t he l emg"  p    od of

, 
-    

,

pl a,nni.ng  rhi oh pr eoeded t he of f ea si v e .   ,

The pl anni ng of t he  ArraY oper at i csn has i t a t empor al at d . '

. :
, . :,

. ,  ,
. . , 

. -    

- - - -, .
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'
  epat i a l l i mi t a'  i on s .   het her and  how  f ar t hi s oper at i an o  n he c s   r i ed' : ;

.. : , _̀I  

 out i a do.
t e rm,i.ned not onl   b r oae ' s om i nt ent 3,t n e b   k  aZea   bjr

.
t  ,e snesy

. : :_
-  F  .      s .. ., . . . •  , .  c t b1® count eacmeasare s . For the enem8 ,

_
t   o , hs e

.
s •;  , ' '-• ia_n

d hi e . of
.
t eg unpr edi a . .   , -  . . , , .•.  

pl an of op er s   i on.    
.

' _ . , - ,. ,', - . =
- , , -  ''  -  , :    .. .• ;  

,The gr e l i ni ner y , and hi gh l y di ver ei f i ed pl ainni n6 bY thaL.
l  c  y'   or t   e

. , _  ; : .   

vf f ens i v e i n the W  at had be sn b  ed upon r eoo  i t i vn of
.
  t h  f aat ;-t b at '  i      y

,
';
.. .- , ,  

, .   .: .  .,  , , ;     .
  a :® i npoesi bl a t o di spo 

.e
ia  adven;o® o re r mor e- t har  l i a  t od  wr i Qde e  -.;

    o ;
t :  . ,, ,.   , , . ,

,   . ,
• , , _. Tha s t he   r e atr i c t ed i t  e    '

,
#o  d

eY  ni. prg
'

 
.

'

:
 

'and limited aroas of a'paae.   Y ..

I

  ,
.,  .  

t ho i mqaedi at e g oa '1s , . i t h t he i nt ent i on of det ermi ni x g. l on  er - r
. tr ge  oh-  ,•

'  '
. ..  .   

, ' '
I 1 s i t uat i on t he oo  tdi t  .  ri t of   ..: eatives later o .,

depending ugon the ovara ,
. , . _ . .   ,   .  . ,

i t s Yora.as , and t h  oount ®rmeasu  e s ot t he ens mjr. '   _;
}','  ,

   '      '  
- .     „ . ' a.

I i  v i ew ®f t hi :e p  el i  a i nar r pl anni nB, t hen , i t  ra s aurpr i s   ;ng , :
f   ::    :  .

r ev©l ut i onar y , t ha t t he f i nal plan e.e def i.ned
-
i n t he "g aeeabl   .

D  ac t t PS
_

  _.
- _   .

    :   , '    _.. . : ," mar ac hswa.wei sun Qel b   , dat ed 2  ,  'eb sus   , 11
l g

  '.  0 er at i on YTr  S,O    Auf 8 .f or P
. .   .   I
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point of the overal 1 operation, but on the end result of the atrategic de-

finition of the objective iavolved. And this type of planning naturally

presupposed an entirely different kind of thinking in terms of space and

time than that to xhich the Army was accustomed -- in spite vf the poten-

tialities of that relatively neR weapon, the tank forcea.

As a r e su l t ,  rhi l e t he i nf an t r y di v i s i on s wer e s t i l l f i ght i ng t he i r

way step by step through the enemy fortifications just inside the border,

and While the tank units aere still being held in readiness for an advance

through the hoped-for breakthrough gap, the Luftwaffe -- looking ahead --

' lre d en a ed in combattin the enem forces etationed at the Arm 'swa a a a y g g g y Y

f i na l obj e c t i v e , t he Chan nel c oa s t . Thi s sur e l y def i ne s t he ar e a s of

operation of the two Wehrmacht branches for the next time tv eome. Each

branch devoted itself to the problem of immobilizing the enemy in its own

ar e a , and t he Lu f t waf f e a dded t he adv ant ag e a f a t t ac k f r om t he t h i r d d i -

mension. Each branch supplemented the work of the other towards the

  a ch i ev emen t o f a c ommon   r a t eg i c p l an .

Re cor di ng the pr o g r e s s o f an Ar my of f e ns i v e i s r e l a t i v e l y s i mpl e ;

t he advanc e s ach i eve d f ro m t he l au nch i ng o f t he a c t i on t o t he at t ai nment

vf the final objective can be marked each day on the map.
This procedure

resulta in a eonstantly accurate picture of what had been aehieved and

what remains to be done, and this picture, in turn, furnishes a basis for

further decisions by those in charge of ;he action.
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The accurate recording of an air operation, however, which must al-

ways be viewed as an offensive actian, is much more difficult; ia the

f i r s t pl a ce , b e c e.u s e t he r e su l t s appare nt at a g i v en mome nt cannot al way s

be accepted as 100  accurate (as is nearly alway s the case with a map of

Army operations); and in the aecond place, becauee the tactical and

strategic effects actually achieved often cannot be recognized and evalua-

t e d unt i l af t er s o me t i me ha 9 e l ap s e d .

For this reason, a hiatorical aecount of air operations is m ch more

di f f i cu l t t han t hat of ground ope r at i an s . Th e si mpl e s t a ppro ach wou l d be

 
to base such an account on the operational orders issued to the participat-

i ng Lu f twa f f e el ement s . A c omps r i s oa o f su ch or der s on a dswy - t o- day ba s i s

would permit certain valid eonclusiona regarding not only overall intentiona

and planding, but also -- by means of a chronological comparieon between

past and future -- regarding the progress achieved a.n
d the goals etill to

be attained.

As f ar a s t he o f f en si v e i n t he We s t i s conc er ned , howev er , t hi s ap-

_
pr oach i s no t f ea s i b l e due t o th e af or emen t i o ne d i nco mpl e t e ne a s of t he

available sourcea
2
. For the applicable ordera for the commitmeht of the

Inxf twaf f e f o r c e s i n t he We s t i s eue d by t h e Comma nder i n Chi e f , Iu f t wa f f e ,

and the Second and Third Air Fleets are unavailable, as are the resulting

final orders of the Air Corps involved. Moreover, we have not a aingle

combat or pr og r e s s r epor t f ro m any f i e l d e che l on .

2 - I n cont r a s t t o the so ur c e s u s ed by t he s u t hor i n pr epar f ng t he s t udy

"The Campaign in Poland in 1939"   (Der Polenfeldzug 1939), xhich

i nc lu ded ev e ry ope r at i on al or der i s s ued by t he Comma nder i n Chi e f ,

Luf t rraf f e .
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Thus we have no ohoiae but to reconstruct the events of the firet dey

and the da,ys folloving from the Daily Situation Repo ts {Tagliche Lage-

meldungen} iesued by the Intelligence Section, office of the Commander in

Chi e f , Luf t waf f e
 

; The se are avai l abl e f or the f i r st el ev ea day s of t he

Wegtern offensive.

As a basis for and orientation ooncerning all subsequent operation8,

an ac count of t he Luf twaf f e ' e coa mi t mezt dur i ng t he f i r at day of t he of -

fensive seems neceseary. It should be stressed right at the beginning that

f is sort for a reaonstruationwe must foreg+o any further aocounta o th ,
 

f the events ooourrin on each d of aombatand detailed description o S  Y

would go far beyond the framework of the present etudy .

To begin with, the eituation reports of the offioe of the Co ama der

in Chief, Luftwaffe, for 10 May 1944 have been reproduced in the form of

®aps -- separat®ly for each of the t.ti A r Fleeta involved -- ia order to

permit a alear oversll view . Th e op®rations aap of the Second Air Fleet

• is contained in Appendia 38.

Clear delineation of the distribution of individual missions to the

Air Corps, eto., is not poseible on the basis of the aituation reports;

n ev er t he l e as , t he i ndi v i du a l ar ea s of ope r at i on c an be def i ned wi t h r e l a-

tive accuraoy on the map.

The t ar get s i n Hol l and wer e th e prov i nc e of t he f or ce e commanded by

t he Spea3al Ihtt y Gener al (General s . b. V. ) .   ombardmen t of t he se t ar get a

was direatly connected with the air lsnding operatione deeigned to aid

in the aapture of Fortress Hollaad.

The t ar get s i n we st e rn Bel gi um, al ong t he nor thernmo st st r i p of nc r - ,

thern France, and above all the targets along the Ghennel aoast 'sre

3 - For these 3ltuation Reporta, see the Karlsruhe Document Collection.
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t h e r e s p on s i bi l i t y o4' t he I V Ai r Co r p s ,   h e on e l on g- r an g e bomb er cor p s

assigned to the Second hir F1eet.

'rhe close-ra.n r,e
targets located inside and to thc west of the Maas-

t r i ch t - Li eg e l i ne wer e a s s i g ne a t o t h e VI I I Ai r Cor p s .

Th e o p e r a t i o n al ma p o f t i  e T h i r d Ai r  ' l ne t i s c o n t a  
.n e d i n Ap p e n d i x 3 9 .

Unfortunately it show s on y the targ et s taken under attack , so that

there is no way of reconstru cting their di3tribution among the I
,

II
, a.n

d

V Air Corps.

To be sure, elements of the 1̀'hird Air Fleet, specifically the I and II
•

Air Corps, were asnigned to support the advance of the Army forcee and

t h e i r br cak t h r ou gh t h ro u gh t he b o r d e r• : o r t i f i c a t i on s a t t h e po i n t o f con -

c e r.t r a t i on a l ong t h e comb a t f r o n t ( b r e ak t h r ou g h on  .he rn i d d l e s ec t or ) ;

nevertheless, during the first day the majority of the Third Air Fleet

wa s en ga g ed i n s t r a t egi c a i r war f a r e d e e p i n t h e he a r t of ene my t er r i t or y ,

pr i r  a r i l y a; a i n s t t he a i r.
f i e l d s u t i l i z ed b

,y
t h e r r e n ch a i r f or c e s .

• T    e i r. e v i t ab l e d i i f e r e n c e i n t h e t y p e o f mi s s i o n e.s s i g n e d t o e a c h o f

t h e t wo  1i r F l e e t s wa s d u e t o t wo f a c t o r s :

1) The  'hird Air Fleet had three air cor:ps at its disposal, all of

t he m d e s i gn e d f or l on k,- r an g,e mi s :  i on s ; i n k e ep i ng wi t h t he ma i n

a,rea of concentration of 9rmy opera.
tions, they Were massed in the

s ou t h . Th e Se cond Ai r Fl e e t , on t h e o t r. er han d , ha d on l y on e

long ran .Te air corps (the IV), while the units of the VIII gir

Co r ps a nd t he Sp e c i a l Du t y Gen : r a 1 wer e bou r d i n t h e nor t h by

locally limited missions.
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2   Th e c onc e nt r at i on of t he c l o ae- suppor t uni t s of t he VI I I   i r Ca" ps

in the direct support of the Sixth Army during its breakthrough

through the Belgian defense linea betveen Maastricht and Liege.

Thi s ov er a l l s t rat eg i c go a l wa s s e r ve d pr i mar i l y by t wo t ao t i c a l

air oparations carried out under the command of the VIII Air Corps,

the occupation of Fort Eben Emael by Luftwaffe engineer troops

laaded by freight glider and the capture of the bridges over the

1lbert Canal north of the Fort
S
.

In addition to their original close-support assignments, the

• YI I I Ai r Co rps un i t s a l ao at t ac ke d t he Bel gi an ai r f i e l ds l y i ng

direotly in front of the German battle line.

3 ) The mi s s i o n s f l o wn by t he I   Ai r Co r   s al ong t h e Channel c oa et

clearly indieate a concentration on the bombardment of enemy air-

fielda. Every aingle one of the airfielda -- moat of them heavily

crowded -- lying in the weaternmoet corner of the operational area,

oppo s i t e t he Eng l i s h oa a st , wa s a  s t emt ai ca l l y a t ta cked . The s e
 

attacks were intimately eonnected with the plan for the overall

oper a t i on ; t he i r purp os e wa s t o obv i e t e , f rom t he v ery be gi nn i ng ,

any attempt by th e British to land troops or supplies for the Con-

t i nent al t he a t er or , f ai 1i ng t hi a, a t 1ea st t o di arupt ' and har a as

any s uc h a t t empt a .

5 - Both actions are discussed in detail in Chapter IY as we11 as in

Chapt er V, de al i ng wi t h th e empl oy men t of t he c l o s e - su ppor t un i t s af

t he Luf t Waf f e (VI I I Ai r Cor ps )
.
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I n or de r t o be a bl e t o c e r ry ou t t h e pr e ecr i b ed a t t 8ak s on t h e Fr e a ch

and Belgian Channel ports and vn Channel shipping itaelf, it was imperstive

t ha t t h e ene m  ai r d ef ens e f o ra e a al ong t h e Cha,nn e l oo a et be neut r a l i $e d

f r o m t h e ve ry beg i na i ng . And mo s t o f t he ai r f i el da bombar ded i n t he i n i t i al

pha s e we r e f i ght er ba s e s . Thus on t h e v er y f i r s t da y 6 f oper a t i ons t he

Lu f t waf f e , a c t i ng wi t h f or e 8l ght and i n a oa o r danc e wf t h epe c i f i c pl an e ,

i ndi r e c t l y l au nah ed t he at t a ck on t he Cha nne l por t s , whi ch wa a t o be pur -  

aued x i t h e v en at r ong er f or e e s dur i ng the s ub s e quent de v e l opane nt oY ev ent s .

The ev ent a i n t he Cha nne l t he a t er of oper a t i ons , whi ch ha s b e en ac c or de d

_ far too little mention in the previous a ilitary histories, were to retain

t he i r v i t al i mpor t ance ( a   wi l l b e su bs t an t i a t ed i n det ai l el s ewher e i a  

thie study  antil the completion of the Duukirk operation at the very end

of Operation YELLOW, i.e. until the evacu tion of the British Qontinents,
t

Army to the Britiah Isles.

  he a t t a ck s on t h e f i ght e r ba s e a a l ong th e oo a st wer e as rr i ed ou t

in close eoordination with the rest of the mieeioas of the IY Air Corpe,

'
whi ah wer e d i r ee t e d pr i mar i l y aga i ns t r ai l way l i ne a , hi ghwey s , and e ne my

oomba t headqu ar t er e on bo th si de s of t he Fr e nch- Bel g i an bor der . The pur p o ea

of theae attacke was to digrupt and delay the anticipated advaaee iato

B elgium of the French and Briti  armies massed behind the French border.

Both groupa of  aissiona were dedieated to the sapport of ground oper-

a t i on s . Thu s t hey c anno t b e def i ne d a s ph enomena be l ong i ng t o t he o l a as i -

aa l c at egor y of e t ra t egi c a i r . ar f ar e ; i ns t e ad , t hey s e r ve d f or t he di -

r e c t suppor t of t he ground oper a t i on s of t he   r my .
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II, The Operational Map of the Third Air Fleet (Appendix 39) leaves no

doubt a s t o t he f ac t t hs t t he po i nt o f mai n empha s i s f or al l t he t hr e e

long-range bomber corps was the combatting of the French air forces and

their gzro und organization installations.

In contrast to ihe pattern of the offensive carried aut by the Se-

cond Air Fleet, we are still dealing with strategic air warfare as far

as the Third Air Fleet is concern ed. VYithin the overall framework , how-

ev er , a subor di na t e are a of co nc en t r at i on   ec ome s appar e nt - - t he ma j or i t y

of t he ai r f i e l d a subj ec t e d t o at t a ck wer e s i t ua t ed bef o r e t h e f ront ( i n
•

the area around Reims) and along the southern flank (in the area around

  fe t z } of t he Ger man b re akt hr ough   rmy , whi ch wa s advanc i ng t hrou gh Lux em-

burg with its southern wing in the general direction of Sedan .

In other worda, this "strategic air war", whose purpose was to

achieve first air superiority and then air supremacy in the most vital

area of operations, wae still closely coordinated with the ground opera-

- tions. The concepts of "strategic air rrarfare" and indireet support of

Army aperations have become iderltical in this particular situation.

With its fir st decisive blow, which was to be followed by othera in

the next few days, the Third Air Fleet r. r created the prerequisitee for

e br e akt hr ough of t h e gr ound f or c es t hr ou gh t he bor der f or t i f i c a t i on s o f

t he enemy a nd f o r t he f i r s t pe ne t r at i on a ct i on i n t o en emy t er r i t or y , a l l

wi t h pr a ct i c a l l y no i nt er v ent i on on t h e pa r t o f th e en emy ai r f o r ce s .

I n v i s w o f t h i s i nt en s e co nc ent r at i on on t he st r a t eg i c a sp ec t s of

the overall plan,
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the Corps' peripheral attacks in the south (the Belfort-Dijon area as far

north as Lyon) and in the west (west of Paris) seemed at first to be of

only secondary impartance. But these at.tacks, too, took place with a

view to the overall plan in that they made it impossible for any enemy

air force reserves to be brought to the vital sector of the front. Appar-

ently , however, the aomplex of airfields concentrated around Paria itaelf

Ras not subjected to attack on the first day.

The attacks on enemy "cornmunication  facilities (communicatian in

its braadest sense) Were concentrated on a clearly defined area lying on

 
bot h qi de s of t h e Fr e nch- Be l gi an bor der , appr ox i ma.t e l y t he t r i ang l e f or med

by Laon, Valenaiennes, and Namur, and served to supplement the attacks

carried out by the Second Air Fleet in the 3djacent aector to the north

(see the map in Appendix 38).

Thus the two Air Fleets complemented each other's share in the task

o f di s r upt i ng and del ay i n6 t he Angl o-   'r ench adv anc e a c r o s s t he Bel g i e n

border into the Belgian theater of operations.i
The pa r t pl ay ed by t he Thi rd Ai r Fl e et i n di r e c t suppor t aper at i o n a

f o r t he 9 rmty
dur i ng t he f i r s t ba t t l e s a l ong t he bor der i s not s o c l ear l y

agparent as is that played by the Second Air Fleet. Nonetheless, there

wer e Thi r d Ai r Fl ee t e l e ment s enga ged i n g ro und suppor t a c t i ons , de s pi t e

t he f ac t t ha t t he i r s t r e ng t h and t i r  e and pl ace of empl oy me nt a.re no t

clearly defined by the Situation Reports of the office of the Commander

i n Chi e f , Lu f t rraf f e .
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I n conn ec t i o n wi t h bo t h map s , t ha t o f t h e Sec ond Ai r Fl ee t a s we l l

a s t ha t of t he Th i r d Ai r Fl e e t , i t shou l d b e po i nt ed ou t t he.t t he ent r i e s

are not entirely complete. On the mape used as a basis for this study

{with a scale of 1s1,000,000,000
 
, it was not possible to find the names

of all the places mentioned in the Situation Reports. Conaequently the

following entries are missings

  ap of t h e Sec ond Ai r Fl e e t

1 ai r f i e l d t a r g et

3 h i g hway t ar g et s 

1 command post target

Ma  of t he Thi r d Ai r Fl e e t

5 ai r f i e l d t arge t s

1 c omma r d po s t t a rg e t .

I n s pi t e o f t h e s e f ew, r e l a t i v e l y i n s i gni f i c an t omi s ai on s , t he ma ps

e r e c apab l e o f pre s ent i ag a f unda.men t al pi c t ur e of t he mo s t i mpo r t ant t ar -

 
gets attacked on the first day of operations and thus a fairly accurate

i dea of t he ar ea s of ma i n co nc e nt r a t i on .

One must bear in mind , however, that the Situation Reports were based

on t he comba t r e par t s r e c e i v e d f r om t h e l ox er e che l ona . And t her e i s a1 -

way s t h e que s t i on of whe t h er t lE ae we r e co mpl e t e and a c cu r a t e , ev en i f one

takes for granted the willingness of the reportiag agenciea to submit

ob ective accounts of their activities.
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The br i dge s ov e r t h e Al b er t Ca na l nor t h of Eben Ema e l , how-

ev er , whi ch wer e of dec i s i v e i mpor t anc e f or t he adv anc e of t he

Sixth grmy, were firmly in the hands of the German paratroopers-

The VI I I Ai r Cor ps , t he Lu f t waf f e ' a c l o s e- suppor t f or c e   had

amoo t hed t he way f o r t he Ar my a dv anc e i n t o t he hear t of t he

enemy territory.

c  Along the entire combat front, the Army was able to carry out

its planned operations on schedule only beeause the employment

of the LuftWaffe in atrategically important missions had eli-

!
minated any serious interference on the part of the enemy

air forces.

d   Wh at eve r i nt er v ent i on the en emy ai r f or ce s wer e c apabl e o f

delivering -- and this wa$ extremely limited in terma of

both duration and area -- was diasipated by Luftwaffe fighter

aircraft or by the antiaircraft defenses of the I and II

Antiaircraft grtillery Corps.
•

At the s ame t i me t he ba t t er i e s and ba t a l l i on s of t h e s e t wo

Corps were primarily engaged in supporting the Army, and they

were highly successful as assault artillery, in antitank ope-

rations, and in the bombardment of stationary fortifications
8
.

3  j̀he reconnaissance units of th e Air Fleets had furnished the com-

mander s of t he of f en s i v e wi t h c ompr ehe ns i v e an d c l e ar dat a whi ch

went beyond the purely tactical information delivered by the  lose-

range reconnaissance units employed by the  rIDy in that   x they

 rere suitable as a basis for the planning of future operations.

$ - See Chapter X of thia study for more detailed information.
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Beginning at dawn, the reconnaissance units kept the trsffic

along the highways and railway lines under  onatant surveillance,

e s pe c i a l l y al on  ; t h e Fr ench - Be l g i an border , and t 'tiu s Wer e ab l e t o

f u r n i s_h i n goo d t i me a.a ac cur at e a cc ount of t he e,rtt i c i pat ed Ang l o-

French advance from northern France into Belgium . On the ba9ia

of these reports, the Luftwaffe was able to begin its attacks on

t h e h i gh wa y s and r a i l way l i ne s i nv o l ve d wi t 'r ou t de l ay .

The airfields in enerny territory were kept under continuous ob-

servation, and as a result of Lhe exact reporta submitted by the
•

reconnaissan ce units, the buftwaffe was able to stage a nw nber of

highly successful attacks on the enemy ground arganization instal-

l a t i ons . I n addi t i an , t h e r t po r t s pm v i d Fd a n ex c e l
.
l ent ba s i s f or

the planning of future bomber missions.

q  The reaction of the enerny air forces Ras a source of surprise a11  

along the line. There wae no attempt at a systematic employment

• of bomber units. Secondary actions, as for example the British

bombardment of the bridges near  aastricht, were effectively

eountered by German antiaircraft artil7ery forces.

The enemy fighter aircrai't were extremely active in certain

ar e a s , bu t  : nt i r e l y uns uc c e s s f u l . Th e f i r s t day of ope r at i an s

pr ov e d conc l us i v e l
,y

t ha t  .h e Fre nch mor ane wa s dec i dedl y i nf e r i or

to the German Me-109.  ven the  Ie-1.
10 was a match fDr the Moran .

As a n i l l u s t r a t i on , ciu r i ng t h e b omb er at t a ck o n t h e a.i r f i e l d at

 lourrnelon (carried out by the Third kir Fleet, with an escort of

twin-engine fighters , the ensuing air battle between sixteen me-

110Zs and twenty Maranes resulted in the confirmed destruction of

s ev en Mor ane s -

On the vahole, the enemy fighter. un
its man aged to escape the
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f i r s t sur pr i s e at t a ck by t he Ger man bomber f o r c e s , s i nc e t hey had

been alerted by early warnings and Were already in the air by the

time the bombardment of *he airfields began.
Thus it must be as-

sumed t h a t t he f i g h t er s su f f er ed r e l a t i v e l y f ew l o s s e s a s a r e s u l t

of the German bombardmen t. In any case the at cking Gezman units

met with considerable fighter resistance; they managed to defend

themselves succesafully, but at tiie cost of considerable losses.

5  Summary of Successes Achieved and Losses Sustained

Beginning at dawn, wnicn meant that the attacking units had to take

_ of f dur i ng t he ni gh t , a nd ez t end i ng    nt i l t he l a t e ev eni ng , t he

Second and Thir  Air Fleets, employing all their available bomber,

dive-bomber, cloee-support, single-engine, and twin-engine fighter

units, managed to attack all the targets envisioned by the origin-

al plan -- airfields, railroads gnd highways, troop assembly areas,

troop maneuvers, fortifications, and enein,y comrnand headquarters.

En emy f i g h t e r r e s i s t an c e had be en bn  ught t o a s t ands t i l l on t he
.

Dut c h , Be l gi an , an d i  r e nch s e c t or s of t he Channe l co a st , and a

start had been made in the combatting of enemy shipping traffic

across the Channel.

In addition, in central and southeastern France -- and these

missions must be added to the area of endeavor of the Third Air

Fleet -- attacks had been carried out on industrial plaats in St.

Et i enn e , Ep i nal , s.nd Re i ms . I t i s pos s i b l e , o f cour s e , t ha t t he s e

may h e.v e be en al t er nat e t a rg e t s ( bombar ded b ec au s e t he ai r f i e l ds

originally designated as targets could not be located) rather than

pr i mar y t ar ge t s - - t h i s que s t i on
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During the same period and accnrding to the same source, German

aircraft losses were as follows:

9 Ju- 88 ' s

24 He-111's

14 Do-1 's

2 Do- 215 ' s

5 He-115's

2 Ju- 87 ' s

25 Me-l0y's
•

2 Fi-156's

8 j ai r cra f t

The above figure does not include the high losses repres nted

by t h e J u - 52 ' s sho t down dur i ng t tl e ai r l a ndi ng a c t i o n i n Ho l l and

or th e number of Ff - 1 56 ' s l o s t a s a r e su l t of cr a eh l a ndi ng s .

•
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IV. Int roduc t i on t o t he Fol l o  ri na Che,ot er a

The ma s a empl oyment of the Luf t Raf f e on t he f i r s t day of t he of f en s i v e

c r e at e d t he pr er e qui s i t e a f or t he cont i nuat i on o f t h e op er a t i on s of bo t h

Luf t   af f e and Ar mT . De s pi t e t h e f ac t t hat th e map pi c t ur e of t he g round

situation (see lppendiz 40) is not really detailed enough to permit clear

r e c o gni t i on o f t ho s e ar e a s of t h e f r ont at wh i ch ao nc ent r a t ed aot i on s wer e

to take place, nevertheless the overall picture of air activity gives a

al e ar i ndi cat i on o f t wo def i ni t e ar e a g of co nc ent r a t i on . I n e ach of t he s e ,

decision-seeking actions by the  uftwaffe, in advance of Army operationa
 

i n po i nt o f bo t h s pace and t i me , wer e al re ady i n pr ogr e s s b e f or e t he r e s u l t s

of t he gr ound oper a t i on s x er e ev e n c l e a r l y su bs t ant i a t ed .

The f i r s t ar ea of oo nc e nt r at i on Ma s i n we at er n Ho l l and , rvher e t he ai r

l andi ng oper a t i on i n For t r e s a Ho l l and had al r eady s uc c e eded , f er f ro m t he

gr ound combat l i ne o f t he Ei ght e ent h Ar my , al ong t he nor t h er n f l ank of t he

Army advance foree.

• The second area of concentration lay in easi ern Belgium, where the

c l o s e - suppor t oper at i one o f t he VI I I Ai r Cor p a had a chi ev e d de ci ai v e t ae t i cal

ga i n s whi ch x er e t o hav e s t r at e g i e si gni f i c anc e no t on l y f or t he adv anc e bf

t he Sf a t h Ar my bu t al so f or t he s ch edu l ed c our s e of subs e qu ent oper a t i on s

i n th e ar e a o f co nc en t r at i on f ur t her s ou th .

The f i.r s t Lu f twaf f e a c t i on ha d de s a ende d upon t h e ent i r e ene my f r o nt

f r om nor th t o aou t h i n a sur pr i ee at t a ak f r om t h e t h i r   d i mens i on . I t s

s®cond action had torn the

fl
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f i r s t 'r,o Ze i n t  i e en e my d e f e r  s e f r o n t , l h u  ; t h  : :; e r3c t i o n s we r e c l o s  e l y

c u a r d i r a,
t e d , n o t o n l y t o s u p p l e cr e n t o  l    a c!o t     a r b ;_a

t   l
. ,  o t o c o mp l  :;ne r; t t h e

o p e r s.
t i

.o n s   c i n   o n o n t h      ; r o u n d . 3 o t h a c t i o n :  i zlv o l v e d mc t  z o d s o f a i r

f o r c e ern p l o y m:-n t    h i c h u er    n e w f o r t }: c= 'N :. s t ; b o t h c o n t u i n e d a n e l e me n t

  f s u r ;  r i 3 e , t z c t i c e.
l l ,,  a.n

d   r  _t e , i c a ]
.
l
.y ; wi t n o  :t a d ou b t , b o t h r e p r e :  e n t -

e d p o i
.n

t s o f  ns.
i n e f i o r t i n Lu f t wa l° f c    :  p l a ,y r  e n t , n o t s o mu c h i n t e r rn3 o f

t }:@ s t r e n  r t h Of t h t' f OT Ce s c o l  lr z t t e d ?: s ]
.n 't   r nls Oi   t     r- mi 5 s   oil s Hs s l  -n ed

t ii.e m  i n d t h e t a n   i b l  :     ' f e c t s o f t h e a c c o rn v ]
.
i sh me nt o f t r;   s e mi s s i o n s   n

ti o t h s i d e a o f t Y;e f r o n t . I r  o t ti  c=r wo r  i s , t 't   t  r e c  , n u e n o   ou b t t h s.
t t h e

 

ma i n e mp h a s i s , i n t h r b e   i rl Tl i n  ; a t l e a s t , l a y wi t h t i   e S e c    nd   i r l  o r c e .

Fo r t :  G r  =a.s o n s i r :. 
l i ed i n t h e s  .:  •nrn 4 r y    c ov e , i t i ;  o b v i o u s t;h a t t h e

t w• p r i ma r y a r e a s o f uu f t w a f i e e aap l o y me n t r e n ui
.r e L,e p a r a t e a n d d e t a i l e d

t r e s .
t rn e n t f r o m t h e mo s t v a r i r  d s t a n ti ; o i r t s . '1'h e _r c w:>u.

i
.
d s Ee © t o b e l i t t l e

p o i n t i n a t t e  ̂p t i n -r t u i a t a g r a t     h e p r :,    r    ;:; a r  :. c    :: r s e o f {  he s Q t wo o p e -

r a t i o n a l p }  a s e s i n t o    :, r, f r s.me wo r k r  f t h e o v e r a l l   p  .:  r a t i o n a nd i t s s u b -

  s e qu e n t d e v    l a p rn e n t , r o r t }: e o r er a.
t i u n s t h e me e l v c s , a s we l l a o t h e r  t t h o d

o f e mp l o ,y rne n t i l l u s t r r  t e d b y t h em, r e pr   s e tl t a c t i o n s wh i c h a r e c o mp l e t e l y

i n d e p Pr.d e u t o f o t h e r P i r o p er a t i o n s . :̀' h e i r i n t   r r.a i
. c o n   i :; t s n c y a n d t h e i r

  r   an i c d ev e l o p m2n t   o u l d b e d e a t r o y ed i f o n e s l .o u l d t r y t o i n t e  ; r s t e

t h em i n t o c hr on ol o  i c a l pha s PS of i;he ov e r a l l o ner a t i on a s c i r ono l oF; i c a l l y

and locally Iimited pdrts of the  rhole.

i' h  :  .l i r l a n d i n G o p er e t i a n i n iie l l n n d r e p r e; s    n t s a s t r a t e g i c , t a c t i e o,
l ,

a r d c h r o n o l o   i c a l e n t i t y , r e s t r i c t e d t o t h e f i r s t f o ur d a y s o f t h e o f f e n -

s i v e i n t h e  Ve s t , r'o r t iri
_s r Na so n , i t s d c s c r i r t i r  n h a s b e e n
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under t ak en di at i a c t f r om t he ov e r a l l dev e l opme nt s and br ought i n de t a i l i a

the following Chapter (d®aling with the air landing action as a psrt of

Oper at i on YFLL  )
. Chapt er I Y de al s not onl y wi th t he aa t ual d®t ai l s of

t he a c t i on bu t al so wi th t h e pl ann i r g and dev e l opme nt l ead i ng up t o i t ;

t hu s t he r eader i e gi v en a n ac aur at e an d wel l - r ownd ed g i c t ur e .

For t he eame re s   or., t he empl oymen t of the VI I T l i r Corpe ffi uat al eo

f
' b e a cco rded s e par a t e t r e at ®ea t . 1'r e ai s e l y b ec au ee t h e deg r e e o f co or di na t i on

 I .
  be tween i t and t he   ra y , f ram the b eg i nni n8  t o t he end of the of,

f ensi v o ,
 

t e n e t h hat e=i at be t ween t he Ar m  r and t he r e   t;
I

.as so much more in s   8
 

`  C which were em lo ed principally as long-range air nnits,of the Air orps  B Y

i t had a speai al ro l ® t o pl ay , and thi s r o l e i s de s  erv i ng of mor e oar ef ul

etud,y .

I n con tr a s t t o t he ai r l andi ng op   cat i on i n Hol l eaad , t he mi s s i one of

the YIII Air Cospe cannot be limited in point of time. Li aiting them to

the firat day of the offensive, for saBmple, which was to be fo lowed by

numerous instances of systematia employment towards the same end by the
•

entire T  ftwaffe, would be both inaeeurate and misleading. We have no

ahoioe but to follow the commitment of the VIII Air Corps thrc aghout the

entire offensive.

Thus Chaptsr IQ ia followed by Chapter Y , whiah represanta aa inde-

pendent treatment of the "Employment of the Close-Support IInits of the  IiI

Ai r Cor ps " .  

.
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CHAP r ER I V

ThP Ai r La ndi n     .c t i ons wi th i n t he Fra mework o f O  er a t i on Y  ;LLOW

The f i r s t day of t h e 7
.ong - ant i c i pat ed - - or l ong - f e ar ed - - o f f ens i v e

in the West brought an equally unexpected -- or perhaps even feared -- sur-

prise, the employmen t of a str ng Luftwaffe foTCe in missions of strategic

s i g ni f i c anc e
l

.

The aper at i ona l ar e a s e l e c t ed wa s t he s e c ond s our c e of sur pr i s e . The

German air lt nding force was not committed in ceordination with the Army

at its main Qoint of concentration (the br :akthrough area on the middle•

sector of the front), but on the extreme right flank of the overall at-

tacking force, in other words apparently on the periphery of the opera-

tion, opposing the extreme left flank of the anticipated enemy advance,

opposing Holland, which had been neutral until lU May 1940.

Thi s a s s i gnmen t , wh i ch a t f i r s t g l a nc e may s eem t o hav e no mor e t han

peripheral significance, reflects in reality both military

•

1 - The term "air landing for ce" is to be interpreted as including:

a) genuine "air landing forces", for whom the aircre.ft were a simple

 nean s 6 t r an s port t o br i ng th em t o t he i r ar  :a of oper a t i ons .

b) the "paratroopers", xho leaned from the transport aircraft into

t he i r are a o f oper at i on .
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a n d po l i t i ca l pu r po s e f u l n e s s - - na me l y t he a t t empt t o n eu t r a l i z e t he l e f t -

ha nd p i l l a .r o f t he pr e su mab l e f r ont a l or  ,
t h e bor d er s of Fr a n c e , Be l gi u m,

a nd tlo l l a nd b e f or e t he Al l i e s s hou l d h av e a c han c e t o ex pl o i t i t f or t h e i r

own pu r p o s e s , a s Ger man l e ad er s wer e c e r t a i n t h a t t hey wou l d do i f gi v s n

the opportunity. In addition to this negative purpose, Gerrnany's leadPrs

were also m  tivated by the positive goals of covering from the north the

r i g h t f l ank o f t h e Ger ma n br ea :. t hr ou   h f or c e , sch edu l e d t o adva n c e f r o m

t he c en t e r of t h o f r o n t t owar d s t h e Ch ann e l , an d , at t he s a me t i me , o f

s ec a r i ng a b a s i s f or a e r i a l wa r f a r e a   .a
i n s t L̀n gl a nd a s s oon a s po s s i b l e .

•
aince the end of SeptEmber 1939, tri

.s purely mzlitary necessity had

b J en t h e g ui d i ng pr i n c i p ]
.e o f a.l l Gt  r cnany ' s p l an s i n co nn e c t i on wi t h t h e

We s t , a r d i t wa s c er   a i n l y t h e domi n a t i ng   s # = f a c t or i n  ii t i er ' s d e c i s i on

t o s wi t ch f r om d ef en s i v e t o o f f en si v e t a c t i c s i n t he iNe s t 2
.

Examined from tY is point of view, the idea of committing the surprise

we ap or. o f t he wa r on t h e na r t h e r nmo s t s e c t or of t h e f r o n t ga i n s ent i r e l y

r n ew s i gn i f i ca n c e - - i t s co mr .i t men t s.ga i n s t For t r e s s Ho l l an d wa s a n i n t e -
_

gra] parL o£ t},e overa :l plan and thus was intirnately connected with the

u l t i ma t e s t r a t eg i c goa l , t h e b   a kt h r c u    h i n t h e c e n t e r a l l t he way t o t h e

Ch ann e l .

The Ch nnel, then, was the 'oal of both ti e main penetration actiona

into enemy territory beyond the front; there remained onl,y
the questions

O f

2 - Se e Se c t i on I , Ch apt e r V, St  ad
,y on t h e We s t ( 5t u d i e We s t  

.
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how and when t he adv anc e of t he ar mo r ed f or c e s f r om t he ar e a o f mai n co n-

centration to the sea would take plgce, how and when the seizure of Fortress

Holland from the "third dimension" could be expected to expand into a braad-

er ba s e f or f u r t h e r oper at i on s a g ai ns t Engl and . And t he l a t t er , of cou r s e  

was the moat important as well as the longest-range objective.

Fro m t he v ant a g e poi nt o f h i s t ory , t he de l i ne at i on of t h i s at r at eg i e

objective seema logical and clear.

Bu t th e pa th l e adi ng t o t hi s l og i c an d c l ar i t y o f i n t en t i on wa s co n-

fused and beset by variations of opinion an d hesitations.
•

The abov e s t at emen t doe s no t i mpl y any r epr oa ch ag ai n at t he ac t i v i t y

of Ger many ' a mi l i t ar y l e ader a dur i ng t he y e ar s 19 39  1940 . The e nt i r e f i s l d

of l ar g e- s ca l e ai r l andi ng oper at i on a wa s s t i l l an unkn own quant i t y , no t

on l y f or Ger man l e ader s but , t o an ev e n g re a t er degr e e , f o r t he Al l i e s .

Th e Ger man l e ade r s , howev er , wer e t he f i r s t t o o ocu py th ems el v e s wi t h t h e

problems inherent in the employment of air landing forces and the first to

find a solution to them. In thia eannection the German leadera  too, Were•

f or ce d t o a dj u s t t he i r t h i nk i ng f ro m pur e l y t ac t i c al t o s t r at eg i c pl ann i ng ,

and t he r e su l t wa s t he f i r s t i ns t an c e o f t he s t ra t e gi c empl oy ment of t he

air landing corps againat Fortress Holland on lo Ma,y 1940.

Thus it Would seem ta be not only ju gtified but also imperative that

we begin, not with a purely objective description of the events which took

place between 10 and 14 May 1940, but rather with a very brief report on  

the main aspects of the development of the air landing idea during World

War I I .
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BB . ..

I I . Ou = at i o  al Pl eani nr  f or the Of f enai v e i n t he We  t  
  I

Yet , f ron f  e v er y begi nni ng , pl an a had been made f ar opmmi t ment 3n  

- a s  r e t eg3 a mi s s i on of dec i s i  re i   por t anc e .

,
  The se pl ans had been sub  ec t t o at l e as t as Dany al t er at i ons as t hoe.

e
     

dr a rn up f or t he over al l of f eas i v e . Th e pl anner s wer e f e el i   g thei r Ray

. - .
tc  erds poeaibls eolutions.  he sequiremeni deeaed neaeaeary by the Ar ,T

, - _ rer e c oa f r on t ed,
by the pea  f or man a e de ened po ss i bl e by t he ? u f t waf f e ,     . i

- - •i, - - - :_
i n t hi s connect i on the pr i noi pl e of t he Command er i n Chi ef , L tf t wsf f e , i ,. e .

t hat "hi e" ai r l andi ng f or cee . e re t o be u aed pr i mar i l y t o   tr t hss t he  
 

mi na nt • t he s t r a t a i nt  e  -i a t er e e t e o f the Lu f t  raf f e , wa s c l ear l y pr edo , e8'i.

e s t g of t he Army . rere to be eubo  di nat ed t o th i s pr i nai pl e .
.

The f ol i oi i ng t hre e pl ana emer ge a s ser i ou sl T cone i der ed po  si b313.t i e s =
- r ,

1 ) Ths onl y pl anni ng ar ea whi ch r e mai ne d cons t aat and , a e a mat t ez

  .
of f s c t , t he on l y pl an whi oh  ra s a o t ua l l y oarr i ed

,
out i n aoo or d- -,

ance .rith the original aincept, wae the one involving the aon- :

- mi t ma nt  o f l i mi t e d f or oe s f r o m t h e 7 t h 9 i r Div i e i on ag ai net t ar - _ i _

get 8 ae ar the   or der at t he  beg i nni ng of t he of f s nei v ®. The ob- -.

' 3e ot i v e o  thi s  pi s s i on was t o f ac i l i t at e t he breakthrough t hi 'c a6'h

,   - .
t he bor der f or t i f i c at i ons a 

-
a ar o a g t he oa  a l s amaa h of t he ] [a es -

t r i ch t ar e a ( t he s out hv rnnos t co r ner of Ho l l and) f or t  s S1x t b   '

-
Ar m  r by mvs ns

.
  f a c oup de mai n de s i g ned t o ee i z e trhe Be l g i an .

f or t of   ber  Emael ( thi e  rge t o.
i nv ol ve the .

f i r s t empl vy  ent of •̀  

f r ei ght gYi der e a t h t he ai r l andi ng uni t s ) -s ud by the o  ptu ce _ •

  of thr ee b c•i dg®s ove r t he Al ber t Cea  s l  reet of Haaet ri o tt by

- par at raope r uni t e. _
-

; -

, _ ..
, _ . . . , .
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At first giance thia plan eeems to involve no more than a lo-

cal l y l i mi t e d t ac t i c al ob  e ct i v e ; i n the l ong run , hov ever , i t

wae an i nt egr al par t of t he ove r al l et rat egi o pl ar m 
i ng .

  2   The f i r s t ma at e r pl an s env i s i o ne d t he commi t men t of t he ent   .r e 7t b  

.
Air Diviaiom ae sn integral enti y in the ares arvuad Ghe at, irtith . ,

t he goa l vf s e i z i ng t he nu c l eu s o f t h e Bel gi ,an def en s e ar e a .
For :

t he f i r e t t i me , t h i s re pre s ent ed pnlr e l   s t r at e g i c p l a $a i
.
ng , i nrrol v -

i ng co mmi t men t f ar i nsi de   ne mq t s r r i t or 3r, oommi t ment whi ah w a e

c l os el y oo nne ot ed wi th t h e oper a t i o ng o f t he Army i n Bs l g i um. . •

'
' - . .

I t was t o bs t he t aek of t he para tr ooper and a.i r l andi n$ uni t s •

of t h e 7t h Ai r D  v i si on t o engag e ae  aany eneny f or ce s ae pos ai bl e s

t • them aw fron whabi n or der t o ke ep the m t i ed down and o dr a ay

a t t ha t t   me Ra n pl anne d t o be t he mai n r ou t e af adv sna e f or t ha  

Ger ma n ar mi e s . I n add i t i on , t h ey • er e t o har a s s t he es ®aqy f as   •
 

•   be hi nd t h e f r ont by mea as of hi gh l y mobl l e war f ar e and t o di a-

  ropt his communication  $ystem.
-

The rieks entailed by an undertaking erach ae thia •ers great,

. s i nas t he ai r l andi ng f or es mi ght we l l f i nd i t s e l f i n t he ai det  

of an aasembly area for the  eatern reserve foraes. And even as-
_ -

' sumi ng t he.t t be  i ni t i s l ai r l eadi ng shoul d suc ce sd aooor di ng t o  

pl an , t he l andi ng fo r Ee , i sol at ed i n enemy t er ri t ory , Toul d be  

l ef t t o i t s o  devi ae s f or f r om f i ve to s i ght dsy    ̀,    t   -   oh`
.

 

; _
t i  ae ag a r s l i ®f aat i oa  on t he part of the Army oo  l d bsgi s t s - .

t ake ef f eot 5
. ' '   -

- 5 -» 6hent i s l oe at ed appr vz i mat e ].y 100 edr mi l ee f rom t he Geris  n bortter .  

  - -.
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The v i ews o f t h e l e a di ng Ar my an d Lu f t wa f f e o f f i c e r s wer e qu i t e

d i v er g en t , t h o s e o f t he  lr my men r e s e r v ed t o t h e pa znt o f s k e pt i -

c i s m.

The "Gh en t Pl a n " wa s f i n al l y ab an don cd f ar a nu mb er o f r e a s on s ,

t he mo st i mp or t e.n
t of wh : c : arer e t h e f o l l owi ng :

a ) l n v i ew of t ]   e s hor t n e s s of d a y l i gh t hou r s - - t h e ope r a t i on

had be, n scheauled for the neriod b 3tween November 1939 and

January 1940 -- steady and effective supnort of the air land-

ing operation b
,y

Luft; a=fe units in strategic commitment

•

Was ossible onl  to a ve limited degree.p .I rY

b } Number-wise, th e air tra.nspor
t units w er e too few to guaran -

r
t e e t he su c c e s s o f a su d u en ma s s a.,  yl l a n di n g of t h e s cop e

or i g i n a l l
,y pl a n     d . Tr.e f u c t or of s u r pr i s   wou l d l o s e i t s

v a l u e i f t he t r a n spo r t u n i t e h e.d t o op er a t e i n wav e s , wi t h

the aircraft ]anding at intervals over a long oeriod. More-

  ov er , t h e wi n t e r day s  re r e t o o s.h or t t o p e r mi t e f f ec t i v e

a cc ompl i shmen t o .
f s uct: o Fer s.t i on s .

c ) One o f t he Ar rny ' s c h i e f o b j e c t i on s , a r d a, we 11- j u s t i f i e d on e ,

wa s t he i ac t t h at t he Ar my d i v i s i on s l a t e d f or a i r l a ndi n g

o pe r at i on s ( t h e 22d   wa s i n ad e qu a t e l y equ i pp Qd , e s pec i a 113r

wi t :  r eg ar d t o h eav y wea p on s .

d ) 6 n d , f i n a l l y , t h e n u mb e r o f  .V Ll l o.b l e p a r a t r o o p e r u n i
.
t s

seemed inadequa te in view of the ex tent of th e area to be

o c c u p i ed a n d t h e i n t e n s i t y o f t h e an t i c i p a t e d en e :ny r e s i s -

t a 11Ce .

In any case, the "Ghent Plc n" was given up.

3 ) The s e co nd mas t e r p ] an i nv o l v e d t he e mp l ay rn en t of t he a i r l a n d i n g

f or c e t o c e.pt ur e t h e rlieu s e br i d  Es i n ' h e Namu r - Di na nt s ec t or
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• ' Î ' i . I { . •. ,1 ( !   • I a

  •,
_ . , s_ •  

 
' ,

 

:

 
 '

 

- ' 4 ' : . ' ., ,   i   / .'  ' 1 - .
t   . , _ '

.I   .   ,   , , ,
- ,.   1 I v .- '  l

•
  L 1  J     ^ *• '_

:
.  •1• ` = J r 7 -

 
" - . l l ,i

• Il . f - . - . .-- -I - . . Ir   a  
, . r - , i i l . . r

.   ;   ` tL ' `
99 "" , r I I i '!  ,

    -  r . ,. i . .   T .
:   ' . q

 

_ . J i " i   4 ' i ti
. .. ' -     St

 

,
A i   '

•

_
'  - , r y • J -.

• 1
. I  

A   . -.
 

_
  'y ,  

  .
= L- : >,  1   - r y

 
S'   ' I i

_
  -, ;

'  
- .

D « < _ 7 l I i i-   r  
_

i   fl _ . 
  ,. i   c I .S  

-
. I t•I ,i

  S ' ' 'i •11 ' ) ' ' y -  
I - -

f  i - ' @ -4  S °   I 1 y  + '  
• ' I 

I

-    a k' -• i   -r,' - '   "̀   -.      !"  .
k-.3,

  :
y T

 
I  , 

    ,,' _ •;  { _
; 

1
I

  '. 1. ' _
I   ' ' ti  

 
  I

_   - - .   . .. . . I `   : .J  
 _. . :

 
. I

•,

 

.,_
/   , I .

 
.

.
1 ! , ' I • r.J,l

' I   .' ; '
- •     . . . I   :  , ' ;  , I .  

1a
1

1•' _' I r ,
'T ' ' I ',  .

  i ' 'i ( 1   l i i
.
J

i
i.

:
_ t . ' . I: ' ...  • :  

L  
}

-
'
 i
 

 

 
.,    

.
y

. .:
k - 9 : , r . - ,

 
, . l   _; i c  

•i  
•

  . r . . .   , r •   r i , ) i   ' 1' .
  •i .

. i
,

 
u r Y

+ l
. n   ,

-

 
`
i t  

. _
I'   ! J I ` F - - I I -

r  
.

  . _Z; I
- - . i

-
    

  _ 1
  T J

i '

-
_   I

. 
ti   '7  '

,   ' •
1 r

I
I l f +

  i
•

 •
'

• .
 

 
I
!

. . I-1.
.

4
**J

_
 /

  _ }
- : i ,

  r
•

  I" .
S     I r

 
I 

1

  i
1

.
_ , 5. 

'

 

•'  
il , i

- 2
 

J ' !
n'1 •   '   ! - `  

f  
• •   il

   i
i

 
+'

' -   --
  - I r ^ '   i • . .  f„

'  • - , i +, '  r q . • _ • 3   L  
,
  . l

 

a

 
r• I , - i r I   • i  l • _ . i . • , r k 1 I-   

  j { r: . . I.'
;     :1~

 

;, , r,,C['•.,,, .  1': 11..~ . 
'
I   a _

'
.

ti l   T-+ 
  ' 'r' .

 

   ' .;
i 'i .  , .

L   r  '_' : 1.  :
4a .    ; . `ti   i.    L 

-

1. .  
-

.,

 

• - . _ .

  -
- : 1  

'
.
F  

. , . . - y   - :r . ,
-

  !   ' 4 i , 1 .  , . ;   ,
I

  _ ': l • t
_

1
_ - '  

;
  L

, .. \ . •   f
. ]  

  f J ;
_

' I I

 

I I ' I 4 1<I ' r
r I

_
•
•  '

-   •
•T '  ' . I

F  •T,
Y  

,
?   ' !F i  

, i ,   . .
 

.
a  '

•
}   ;;

  ' f +  ' 1
  ' S

     • `̂  ' '
i • a I i

i
y

n . I
r.
r

_ :   I-   .
i l ,

1
_

G
ry \     ,

1

 

.. •.  
• -

,
•

r • X   : I. I   I r r . r
` :

J
I
r

I

 
` I' ' t i ^ i  l

      r

, •  "     '
r•

   

   
R

F C ?
 

y
  ' • •

r
I
•

I
 

l  
I• I  .

 
y  =   ' '   _ i .  ,   -  

,   1    = •
1 • ,

:
 

  " J
'

t ' .   . P- _f  i
 
r T   :

Y_'.
•r _'

 
  l i

.  
( !

I
I ' . .

'
i

 
• '

. '
  I •

I I
I
I Y

.
1

- .
: - , a: . • ' J

' "
  ,

'Y -.
'

I
: :  

•
  ` '  . t F

'     r I r , il
  _

t
 

l
" y _   -

:
,
 

 

I
, , I I

t  
    '

•
 
I   I

,
V

- Z  

.

L
  iI SJ . _ • I --

 4 t 'i q-.  " I 'r , F:  r ,   • I •     _  I ' I ', f   '   y

^
i %i ;• "T a.

 
1

•
t i `  

-
 
 

',fl I 1   I    

•

1
 

. '   ' ' r• . ,
 

- ^ I : i  
 

l I _'  
. .

,

 r r
_

1
'

1 ` i - t ' + ' 1 I •   I  
- -

  .I
S   ' 1

, .
I 1   .

J S
.

1 - I   '
 

 
,.

J ' .    

 

1 j  
.
 

'
f

, •y r - i : .••
' A • - J • l 1 ' •

. .
/ .   

 

. - J 1. [ 4 . , r •
I ,

I • _i -
'

  ti     `   . . 1
_

 
L

7 .
  •

 
i

l -
.

 
r

  1'  
  - . . I=

  f ' '
I t

i
I

/- '
.

'
• . •

r
 

, -
i i I , I

r
-
f

'  : 4  
I . ., •

 
 .

" - r •    
,_

  
.11 • .

'   - i g
 

  i
   

,t .
>•i:• i i _

-   ¢
'
    _. _a, "

`
 

TJ - 1 . - -  j   .,, {•
  '   $   t t '

 
.T  :

•
l '} , r

 
•
  Y F ` '  t 4 •l _ ,+ `  '' r- it y I '    

r i   I
•' t ; I ' I ti l  r ti • , J f

.
  1

.   .
I I.

   
,

- r I II .
 

. t ,• _
:. ` ; C '

,
' l

_
 . ' •

 
•, -

t . r̀ . . 1   .i
  l' I

. 
yy I - I '

..e. r ; l i   j
r

 
 

_
•_t . _ -

i  :
,

' T
i r

 
I

'
!

 
i   ; l

.
 

J
I , r

i ' i -  
_ . -   .

{ 5   _ fi
I
 

. . .
'

!  ` -   .r ...  
. . .

y
•!   '.1

-
I s

' 
. : .

. R  f   I f .
}

' I ; ti '    . J I
IH. ,

 

-_
II - •i   S

  Jr ' I
 

.     . '   I i
. . . . . . v

  '
.
  '  

 
. .   1

'

 

-  

1
1 •

J   . .
• 

.

I
• .

 
, .

"
,
• . .

,    
-
l i

 
-

 
r ; .

 
t
.

_
'  

 

. :
 

.
ti i ' ' f  

•

'
n 7  

-
R

' i

 
'
      ' : - . r

_ • -
_

_ .
 

_
+

' l   _ i
. t _ ; .

  ry•,  
 

.

.
.
-

 
`

 .       :
_ _

 
r _

i
. a i

'
" 

I.
- 
'

 

{ _
• . . !>t

. , t
 

i   -   - r
i

a •
' ' 1

1
 

' I
 

J I : E
.
_ ' •. r   ,

 
. •   I f J'

-

I
_

-

1
Y'

I • : f S JJ
S

I
}

  '
,

  ,
n K ,

t

_, J t .!
'

I  *
.

   
  •

°
I '1

=  
. 1i

L1
'

.

'
S

!
1 I

.

.
r

 

`   } 5

^

•
 

•

1
  .

•
.[

1'3 . •1
.
' '     J -  

I l : i  
, .

_
_

-
 

'
  r

,   , j
 

C
` 1. +• i _ • 1 ti   . 9 -  7 • '. - 1 .

 
1 I  , !

r - . ' 1
1

• I
i

i
- =

i . '
 

y  i ' t

F
L

, ,,
,

=
•`

C
I .

 

t i   .
!  

  {
_ I . .`

 

, .' 1
'

. , I  '   _ S f
- : I, . r . i . i . T . . ' l - ' i 1' .   . •

 
.r '  

 
+ • I   ' ,

5 
,
 

_ ,
I

_

•
I .  

' 7̀   
f r }

.
1
, . ' r t } Ir - , I 1 . • . . I r   I

_ .   I I I .; • y
 

  rp
y
4
1 

  . p̂     ' 
r
  r T , ;   

  . ' I
 

.
- ,

'  
7   y

f ' . •
1 5 .

  I
'

'_L   I

•

I
  .•I

I
'

>t  t  
•
•` •  Ji .

r f
Si t

^ j
7 ,

f '
. rr. 1, • ' (̀

` I
l

,
r. '

 
'   - l

i '

, •I -

 
7  

f l J
 

r  
r , ti '

, '
'    f

J
l .

•

' + I   i
I .    

J i i
J_ , _   '

,! • - ,
  Y •

 
_

.   I . - :
_

. I '      
- '

.
,
 

,, 4 `
. .

1 • _
+

y t  
,,,

 
. .    

. '   t 1
. • _  

,

 
" ;

. ,
   a '  

.,
I •  

I '
  r

.

' i ' :
'

I

i - _ -
 

I
 

.
1 --

• ~

  r

 
2

y '
 

i

 
-    

1
i
,

i
 

}
. I

    i f
  i 9 /

i
  i I T

-
.

S

t
l -

4  

.

Q I
1 ]   - 1

 
i '

I ,
. , -  F   .

'i
. t

.
I

 
1

- d

•
r

'
   

r1

,

}

.
1

1 1 •   I I
_  

 
 

S
I  

.
-

h p   ` . r
^ .

( : { 7 F  
_

I I• f   l i I   t ' ' I  
t

y
- : :

:i I
,

i
 

P
,     . , J

.
fi 1

P
I . ,

 
. , ' ,

 
. i ' - .

?
.

' I I I I _ . ° i ,  
.5 •

L d i
, . . .   . - L

  - 
' 

 
-

 

_
.

   

 

i l • 1 rC  
    I

'
6

• _
, .

'
,  _

I
•y

T  

J
- r 1 _J „ . •

 
'
 ` • i   ,•

; I '
z  

 
 

_
l I! ,

  1. r . i
 i

-

'
I°  l i f.

•
` !

•

_ .    
 
,J ,  

' ' <
- i   ' 

, c
I ' I - . ,   -

 
_

 
: i e   :

^i i
,

  Y r .

I
. . .

I _ 'e _

  II -
C̀ r,

.
  Y

•.
°) .r

'
,

 
••

 

. I
r

` .<. J.
:

r l
n

i
 
I
 

- ' % '
-

r - L' 
1

 
•

  _,
 
, a

 
+

IL .    
•1

•

_I
,
  ,

' '  
r   i i J   . ..

T

.
,

.
r t

I
.
,
1

 
y

  !
I • I

    ;
. I

_ .

•
I • 1 1 !

 

.
5 j

'
 

. , _ . .
_

1  
.

1

.1_
_

•
r  

( .
'  

 
` - a  

.t ' r
1

-  
+

'
F - I '  1

`
'
 

°' .r  .

_
' r :'

1
}   

  j ,
J

. ,   -
' l

l
 

' !
r
= ` `  

Z\
b

,

1  
 

 
.y y'

I  
'

1
'

•  
. .   

_ 1

 

=
1

 
; 1...

  y
?

,
_I

  '  
'

'

.J L
•    

'
Ir . .  

        l
,

•
I ,

'  
I I

 
I

'   . J / I - :  
•   

•

_
-

_
I ,

'

•
 

 
, y C 'y T

 

.  } - i _ r • - i   :   r t .1  
_

-•
_ . - ' 1 T

• . 8 r 6 I I , : '  } : • I f

•

1 .   /. '
 

- I ,,,
  ' JI  , , l 

- +. - _
 

. .1

,

' -
 
f } • n t= ' 1 i

 

. .
i
l ' ti r

_   ti
`  

+   ' ; ' , -
-  " '   P l'

<

• ti f

 

t a -'
.

Ir •
 
  .

  . I   . . . l •
-

I I _ i .. " . '   
_

: ',
  '

_

- ti •
• , i ' I I

I
-l . •

-
.
f .

1
_ I • . .

  . I ' - ;
 

I
.-.  , . , _

I
-

_

. ¢
1  

  r   • I
I

I

•

l i • •' I _
' I '. • f h ; i 1= } . '

?
 

.
. i   .  

'
,
 

'

• _
_

i
 
 

_

L

t I

I • T
S

 

_

 

I •  t
`

_
I

. _
I

 
 

i  

 

_ 
,

  r
' <     ; ' I f

,

r
.
; r

,
'

 
. .

Y
 

  ' i :   ' l i l l   a
l    

 
 
, .

r  

4
'   L

.
I ` i r .   i r 7 " ' V

`

-'
. '

! L

. -
P + . , /

• I r . •
 

'F ((    ' _
• .

'
,

` `
_ .  

- r . . f
, .

- `
. i ' .

 
^ i ,

 
, .' JI `

.  
  •

J    
I I

' I '
r  

`
  i l "

n
r .  

1   I

 
'

i - I } I  
:

-I 1
.   1

• . • !
-

•} •  
' _

f - )    ` , 
 

,̀ f

. (
 

I 
,
1 I   t '

'  
I - r '- . - . a '

•
7 , - ; J r

,
' J

 

I
  a

 

°

7   

. ' n •
  'IC

.
- '  

. .
"

r ' i   --  i: i ; +.
' ' - ' I a

i
• i r : 1 : 4• L

.
C

,
  l

 ;
. .

, , ;. - -   -
` ' :

.F
•

- ',    
r 

+ , _ ' JT    
   

'   Y  4 ! .
T b

^ r  
I" . . - l   i ' • t - +     -  , . _ I •

_ . <_  
r  _'. 1' i

• \ ' `

'
y

-J - '  
 

I I   I ' -l
'

-   

••

i

'

  I -
 

J ,   / T
-
4  

 
.

 
1 ' f I

l
.

 
' - I y

•
s '

•
I   l l  

r
'I •

1  
.

 
 1

'- •!
  J .! . „ s

•    
.

I . I h . . , . r r '̀ __
1•. I r _ ., • j • ' S     N i- • _ a ' .

 
: . _ . _ - I

I
. -

J
, w - . S . . . -. I !

'
I

•  
_ -     ' '  

 

i '
_

I
p '

/
I I I

,
- '   S :   'r sa. + • ; -

y
! f  

 
I I Jf r  

._ .
  •

/
j

.
i

/ i .1- I ' ! , i  r •   . , r_    
  1 ' •:' 'S I' .

 
. . - - _ r .

P  
 

1   f. . i r  
.• I L I

_
 

,7.. - : '   -
t

  .   {   ] '   • ) .J " r ?(_ ' ' • ,+_ ! _     ,
! - .+

' • ,
 

. -. i ' ' J
__

  i •
i

i +1 
    ---    ''' ,y

  I
 

- r t 1. 1 u /'_
i .

.
'   3

r • e - I I ! I L   
.

  r- - , .  
. • I  

 
  I { 1

.
 
. . ._

  r ' ,   i r I ^
.   - _   _ r i

 
 

1   ; l '  

. - i
' .

  ! `
 I•• . ,11     I i 1 - I

 

' 1 '

 

' I 1 ,   I
 

.
  ; '

• r . . r i ' I
I
I ,  1•

  f
r t

'

 

i P `
'

J

 
•

'
   

" J
 r '

 
r 7 Y >ti I  

.
•r - l

I
.

'
1

•
I ' a ' : I

_

 
7 I         r , • l .

'  
_

r . _ . .

 
' /

,I

 

.
i I Iti I

l   J ' . . r
 

_ • I .     L
_ '  .   ,  

~
, _

I
.

i ' 
,

•
r '

 
n ' r

. .
  f 

•
•cr '

• .
'r r'  : .

7- ' 
>_ ,  

r 7

 
f y   .   w i  

, ..J
  ' •J  I

I °  
 
I C

i • _ • 1 I 1
- -

 
' Ir

ll '   .

 

. +
  , v

 
  r _ { •

y '
. • ,  

f

,  
r
-
i
" L ... .J , `I .

  1 1
. .q.Y

` i  
.
t   - r ,   -  

'  l
 
'   

. - -

,
'

,

 
  1    : - `    p `   . } !

' • t

'
. '

i
•     ' ti c -

,L i ' S 1 i T . ,' . ,R
-  i c J G : I T T l . I. r I _   - I 1..

-
: . :

`

.
l '

- .
  , _

I

' . .f i . i r   . ' I 1'
.

   
l

'
  ,

. .
'   : 7

~
• I

_ -   .
l . 1

. . -
I l  

   
: -

. ..

\ .

.

I
  _

 
,J  

•r l   l
_

j •( •.
'
 

  ' ,
' :

. 
,

.
• ,

,

t • L   I

  ,
J I I l •   Z

-
. -

: I 'l l   I I )
i _ / K

I

r .
 

_

 

1   ' 

 
I
 
 

q '  r - '

-
. .

1 •

1 f, '
. _

I I
?

 
r ,

•  
p     '

.,   • 
I

_ ' t ;   ,  
}
,r

J
J _

....  -   .
ai •   r

.,
tr} I

 
r,U

'  yp     1. t ' 1 1 I
•
-  i +

'  Yrr

_
F - . .

A - i s -
1  .

.
  i I

_
  - . ,

I   si ' I
. . LL . " x  

  .
f. I 1   ' [ J

_ .     : I ` I
_

S  

,
,

: I , .
' 1

 
J ' • ' ' I  

• - } - : I  
,
  - I I ' -  _

  :
    . l  

'
,  

r - 1 • . . . . . I
I '

.
1 I   •

'
1 • 1   i  

_
    4 i i r •

f   F. .
 

 -  

 

_
PPP
R

 
J -

I

I 1 1 '   .
Y . 1 f •

1 . i . I . L•• ;•
•
. I .

•
 

 
r ' •   ' - r1 `

`
I

 

. _
  • I

.
  1  

.

, , .
v

7 . . I r 1   f
.
I .

7 ' . . , .I 1 : -
r

i
'  

  !  
'
 
F r

' . I I I  

•

' L
,

  I   1  
 

 
. y

: I i l
, 

 
' 7 k

,

r 1

,
•

  J r -   p   •1
.  

1 

 

i •     ' I I

 
 

_. I
    . "

•

I -   i '
i  - r - ;rL . ' i

-i   f !
. _ • , r' i _-

r  ' ••y y I ..  
 

+ _ 
j ' v . r li •   . .    .

[ 4     i,
    .

  " I ' y l '
. 1 i. r . • - • r r i . . -  

' _ ,• - I  
, '

c ' I I
•

IA I
;  . ' y _ i -     1

:}   , _

-

I
-

'
_ _- •' . - - 1 •

1
: j 'J1- y

i  , '''
1 f   ,

' 
   

' 1.
  ,. J

_
_ .: r•   t . '   ' ?  I • i   ' .   .

r 4 7yy y55
.f . _ ,   . ! , _

-i   c
,

- - I - , I 1 
 

•   i ,  .r , r '

 

/ ' I _ , r  
• . -

  '  } - ;
. . !

.
- -   I r

 
I I   •

 
I 1   .

`

'  
_ I

. J : • r
 

1
=

 

•
`   ti a 1   y _ . ^ I  

 

y _ •1 = '  J

•

' L
 

  I ] f

,

. -
- -

 

• - y
_

- - . . . I
. ? ' I  

 
]

 

_ . I ' I .
•
. . 1'  

•
• K

- .
  -

L
I

I ] • I , I
_

r
 

i '   . '
- '  

 
J • -   l

I I I - r 1 . 1 •
_  

1     i1 1  
  •

. j
' : I  

. 1'   .    ! c   . . .   .' -   I  I''   
-    

 
I

t { r .   . 1   I '   4
-

r i'
_
 
,
- • .-.

V  - G
_
 

.
4 4 ` . , .

1 , • .
  i I I , . s

. - . . . ' r J
 

_ • i -
1

 
  I

 
, y   r

 r
' t
`

y
  i 

J ti Y  
I   i l {

1
. .

`
  i, , ,

J
i .-}i

1--   i 

,
t

I -
 

f 1   Y-   , I  • i, J 'ti _   \ r .   •  
_
  [ - , - "  

 

 • 3 yt I   I
• 

_ ; n t
.

,
•

 
• : I ' 1. ., - t _ . .

I
. . -

{
. .

1
. .

'
. : I

' r
 

 

Y

-

 
_ - ' '  Y' 

    I I

•

I
    :

. ( I

±

 

 

•

 
.

_, ,

 
r

, P I
i   ,

 

,
I
•

:
II

 
J

„ .
  .  .J , I

r   .
! Iti _ 1 :

1
.

;
: , r

;
•
} •  

,
•

 
_

i l
  ' -   :

    j
-
{

Y  
9

r i   I L ' J ' '
_ ,

0 I   i • i _
g
 
• 

'  
  r   i J

.
'  

I ,-

r .
j   : T . . ./

'   - I l _
'

. ..
d` '

r ,
 

  r r•_ .• J/ :
,

. 1
:  

_

 
  • _ I ;

"
ti

  l   I - J
-i 1   l   ' J

.

 
: ' 4 -

.

?
  }

.-
-  

•

- r

f
_ -

`

'
. . ; . .

 
  

 S i
 

I  
  1 r j 1 i r

 
t V

r - . •
  I) !

. -- 1i I - , •L '   4 ; , -
i ' +71yyy _ _

Il ,y,.e
9    '   T

 
   

7
r ._

I r
S

a ' t
_ _

i
•

1
-

_ I . 
   . . F

I
;

I
/_

   
+

i 11 .  
.

1
-

-  
.

1
- f

•
/ • '

.
M"  

s 1
 
  ' /

,

  5  

+̀ .

 

_
V _ I , J• c l l

, I
 

 

 
i

, i .   .
1 .

 

_
' •^

. .

„
•

i ,
'   . i - I .

' l l
•

f
_ ,

t

.  
      i

'
I

•

'

 

 
,

' I   .
  - 1

f
 

   

T
   

f   r
.

.
 

- } r   • l
i

'

i .

e
ft  

i - I
l

i  
. .- a • /

. ` 1

  J. r . .

I
- r I   L •

.  
'

• -
_

 

.
r

. I I
. . - r -

4
. .  

 

-  

'

  .
  i • - .

 
i

„ 4 .
  t '

 

I J • I     I

•

.
•  

'  • .  
I

: r ' r I
, 

.
r

'

+

'

_ I
,   ,

I•
; - r

l

_ -
 

•
.

  r I •
J . l

-
I ,

,  
1 ,

 
i .   1

i •-j
 

i
s • l - `

,
' D . • ' I

I
I I J r ' } -

_ Y j
_

+   -   . ,r
'   ,

i •    
.

S1
_

• - r . . / •   I r f I     i -
,
I. • r- - ' ' - -t '

 
' ' . ,

 
- •  ''

 
,         -J' I   f;

. _ -"

 

- '  
.  

:.̀ '
 

.
  i $

- . . I I• .
 

  I
,

 

' '
- - -

, :
 

 

^

-   r l ' 1 !-
 

 
a .

1
.

 
l . . I' t

. • . i
 

r.l
- r

'    
•! 1

• r ,  
    •     I

 

,. +R
 

_

,

    , 
• i - _  

I
'+ i ;CTI  !

- . ,
7 1

.
  '1'.

 
1

_
t t

  c`
'

'

.
I

j , t
i i

'   .x s •  
-

  I
.

 

1 -   < ' r   i 1 .
.

+

1

 
 

• 1
 

t _ I

.

.• } _
 

Z . , t
.

1 f  
  i  

•,  
a

~

'  
  ,   t

 
_ I_

. .

 
-

 

. ! , .
''

 

J
'

_
I I

'
I .

 
  S - '„

  -
- I

. =   '   I
`

K ' ; i
.

ti i   I r l - '  I , t I .  

 

_

J
 

' 
i , •

•
t .

L
.

1 - i .  
,

 
i

_
.-' r , . f .

r
I •

•
'_ . I .•

  .
 

- r I
, I

  .;
.

I
1.-     -   '   ,   Y

 
_

 
'!  

_
   

`
•

• l i
- l _

 '
. . ` '

 
r
 

l . l
•

.
'

. .
'

   'i 1   `
i . _

- •
1   l l     r , .   ' ' - f "

,
' ' 1  

  - -:
I

'
 

.   1 •'
,

•_ I
}

  '. ' t
 

' l r -r ' •15t 
 ̀

.  JT ^,I. I.i  
` < '

_
' i

4
'J   1 . '. °'- • : . 4 - '

A
 i  

  t
 

,
I   

'•" J   1  
' I '

' '  
 

 
 

I Y ' ' ,
  1 -  

!'
,
i
,5 • 11 •

i 1 i . . L
, l • I` Jfi '

•

'
 
  p

'  
  t ' i   I /  i ' -   r . w r 4

_   ' - 1
_   - J

`
 

..
•
i,

 ̀ `
•,

 
_ -

j
, ..

 
• , '

 
.

r -

I
1 r •_ • I

 
-

S S I i
'
:   . 1 

I
i• f l

,  
,

' ' ;
-

_ _  
I

} • I '
_

•

  , I t
r T ,

l
t

I  
- , i

l f l   I 1 A I
•

'    
_

I
. , 'A

,  
- L '  'v •

.
I

_
1 J '

••
.

L_  '
(
  . .   , i

` 1
..
I

•

1 .

 
I

ti
-     ' I C

r '

'
f

.7 r .  : .  .   • k' • - -   -
     •

` J t  
%

IJ
I

 
    :f _

:
'`

 
, . r f ' 1 • I •`

'

y ,• ', i v
 
j : ;

• r n 
'

. .   i . l
.

li : ' } i   yyy '
-

 
•  r i - I I

f
' l + i ; ' .

  . - ,n
 

•.
'  I

I   a_
j '     I}. -

r ^ ' r   .
 ̀

h
, . • - ,, i . ;  

. . . •  ! - i
   

t ' • I 4 .r
^

_
; . .J ` I r • I , ,

l 
•j :_  

1  4   •   i I f - L
  0

r     . . i' . 1 f
• .

' . - 
•

_
I
,

-
- ' ' . q   + I

.
  i l   {

, _ . :- I i
r

i I -   I I -  
 

•
_
'
 

_
  '

.
' r/ • ' ' ' !

•
/

 
_

I   - i

 

  , -

 

  ' ,--
]
' .

I . L _{ -
  ,

1
p

1
 ,
'•,• .'i * . : ' I

! 'I I  f   :
i . I '   ' L  .

   
  R i

 

'f'     1 '
_

J i   . •"
.  .

 
.

 
'

-
` 1

•
' ' '

. TS  ` -  
, •  -  ° .

I . . ' 1 e ,
• _ J -

•
,   .f , , A .

 

l -
 r

•

1  
_

'1
•

4 -
r r : , .

. 
5'

_ .   - r r .   . . l _
 ,

  `
.

i r   .. - ! ' i
. 1

•
-

•- i • i r, '' aY- i   1
r

' r r , _   i . •
 
-   • _ 

 
- -' -' I I I     I -S  I-  : _ . . I   -  

t
r ' .- '1 ' .  

 
. - .

•  ' t  
, t . i - .

 
, ..   --.• -   '  

_' - - ' _ . . . - ' - !
 

I _ 1 . , t
. } ,. .. .  .

  i   .  { r, . . I ' ._`
 

-   I .
 

I•
" - - _ r 1

• <

 

, I    - f
. : l '   ~

1 '    
 .  '

  f .   .
'  f I.

t
j i i  

,d _
_ . l ` $ i

r
. i   -

,
l
(

. $ Fi - -   i j   •
- „ J

•
  •

,
i

1

. i  
,

j

E '  1 - .
I

•

 
 

 

r '
A

, I .

 

 
1

`

l i _
_ l

I

l

1

    -
i - • ' r    

. i
r

 
"  

. r t
 

. v r ,
  '

-
  I

I
-   - '

, r
,
  -

_
1 • r I i   I

 
` k 2 + ,

 
i !

a p .
^

l ,+
? '

1 . . I
{

I   • J '   - • 1 - l ,
.
    ' ;

' _ ..
i ( ' r e

n 3   ^   •

'

p ' l r - I )
`

 

 

• r l , ,,
  '

'
+ • _ • r:   r s- . .

J -   I   
+

'
''

r •   `    
i •   -   ` .

 

 
ti I  

I ' C     1}
  I

 
/

•I ' I '   ' i
.

-
 

,

  /  

 

 

r
r   •

~

'.
t r

•
1
. _    ' : y   ' / l     • I 

' } , I I  
,

:
.

    ' -
: J [ ,   .   , w .

,

'
.r , 7

I I
, .

 
:' ' _

  ' !
`

. :

•

, , f . '  
: i I ' I

`    
/

 

 
 

, '
-

 
 ' I .

}   I . .
i i  

i i
_ , a

I . r t •   T d '
, t     . I   . . .

'   ' I I t   1 i
'   F

 
I '

} ` -
 

I - ' 1 ` '
.

  I :
' I . • i  

  i l
`

  -    
II

. _ - ,
' ; ti .

l '
c

 
S •   /

,
G. . 1 •

• . I
.

• J '
-
1 - ) L   'L -l      • . :

_ I ;   I ',+ •,• r , _,

 
-  - .   - {

,

 
t { . .

I •'
_
' -

,  
t   rl

'
ll Il .

4 r , . - I • • _ I S - . •
  i       "       • 7i 1

 
 

f '
C

.
l l ..

    r} -•_
, l  

I   i
    i

J
i Y'- '

.    
.

 
f
t

.

Il C
 

l  
 

' p 'r l ; . f •
• . . I} . _ r+1 • . :,f , i

i i '   ¢ . . l     - _ {I   ; -  .
s . • • i 

  F  
I r .

 
,

I , i 5
,
I
, ti c  

 
I
:

  ,   ' i f
1
i

l ' 'c:' •'s
,
  , I

 
- I • .

7

1 } . i ,  .
 

I,

'

  . . .   
,

. . _
' r .

 
.

I
J •

` I [
t

'   ' r   '  i ' I '
; ' r , .   ef

Y ' :r   I . r
T

I r
; * , _ _ - . .

T . . . .
,

i '
.
ti

  . _
er r

l

k :   F = . L
,

  -       •
• .

I ' 1   - t l : 1
.

 

-

;
_

1  

-
,
'

  '
•

.
[ 1 1 . . 

'
 

'
.     . I I  

_

r
l

l

  j - I
.

I /
, . y

   
  .

i
•,

 

_
r
J

L
' i ,

.
:

!
' Y

' o
l
! -

 
'

 

T   .   
_

. '
.  

  ,.   -   I
• _

:, e
 

l .
I
, .    •  

i N
. _

' ti
N I r, l

f . n •
I '

1
I

 

- ' 7
 

. _
]

•
. . { _

I
V

- .
' 7 I I I ' .

= •
'

I : rt     y l ' r I I

I

 
f

.

+
l

•

t

l

  '    

_

 

   
. ,
, _- l

 
t . 'r .

•

r r.
_ J - ' . •,: .

K F
;

-
-

•

'I   f i ,
'

.
}

.
I I

; ; 4
~

} 1 + I
I
t I i t r

  i . .
y

 
i  

l

 
 

•
l .

`

i   r
. '  

' +  .
, I
 

L l  
•   , .

J
  .

l +   i I   Y , 
S

, '
• ! t _ _

.
 

, . !
•
I : 1 '

r
` I I    / . I

,
I < 7

`
(- '   I

  ti i   1 ` L  ' r . r
_ ,

' 1l . '
       

 
 

. 
  1 .

    -.
I I

_
1 1,

 
I

 

,
C

•
  . ` I i ' { .

1 
r 1   . {

-
  I I +

 
L `

r ,  
C

• _  

  r r • _
 

i d ' 'i   ' i k I H .   I \ i l , +. , i
, • 1 J 1 ! i  

I .
p i I '   I -   I   -  

,
r „ _ . . _ .i

b „ '-)-
 

•
_

'   . • I
l y 1 -• .

•
y,

_
I , r •

 
t : F '

, _
t

-
 

    - I  
S  

- . r i   . AI!.: '  -  
- : pL ! ~

-   J1"   !   -
' i

_ ti •  -

_
-

#   I r l e1  r I i I I I   I X I
•

..• 
- ' ,

. r•• '

 

  i 1 i
 

'   • -  '

•

' 1 ) '
•

' 1 - q. I r   • 1 M ; +
~ a

- 1 . r
`     I r t . • I I •

,
l I   i '

N - 1
-

' • - i
.

 

'

Y I .

 

I 4 - v
r

Y r
 

•    
I     ,

•

,

 

'

P
i
l

y .    

 

. .
i 1

•

1
_ 

•

_
 

.

 

I
i J. .

I 
- -

 
' '

 
_

ti -
^

r - I I, 
 r ` ,.

•
. •

    ,.
i C'̂ tc' '' 1 l

.
.

 

'   L i 'z : i
• y . IS ,   :

 
I i •r t I r T

-
i Y . r  : •_   7 . LS  

r r
.1' 1  

   
1
1

 
'i1 

 
I : i `

 

- •,  
'

•
 

.
!

_
` r   s

,
'
_I : I   . • i

. _ .,.•
j

. ,{
 

`o' ' t    '
•

'
i

. '1
_

' , , . _ I
s̀ L - ,,

   
.

J l ' ?
  i

 
i l

-
7  '  ':  

I • { •
' ^ -

.
.

! ' ' •f
r
  '

j
'

  L
'f   . r r - `

,  

,

i '  
t + .  , . , . • .

  r
.

S
 

-

 
  • • ,;   . r • .    

„
I •

I ' i l f
_

. - `
.

 

, _
 

'   :
.

' J I
 

,
i 'r  

' 
_

  I ° f I r
 

.

•

-

  7 1
  ,

` I l l 4
, .   - I  t _

  I   . r i -
r

I I .  
. I I _   . - .

i

'
S

{{{  r ' I i ' .  
 
,*

'
,
' I I : I • •4  

I ,
'   ; 1 I- . C  I 

_
,   - :. L ' r .

•  , 
 
1
I a

1,     .  .
  !  

 
  ` - i p _' r. . ' . : i i • r ' . i

I
I ' .   -

  ' '
\

'-'p
`

1
1
1-

i
.

!
T I

.
I
•

' ` } l
. .   .

 
S

. .,
' •

  ,
P

  J
'  

 
  '

 

'

  "T S •
$

'
' ^

r "

 
- •

,
I '

_ •

•

I - . - !
r

I
- -

'   ' '
' '

r
•

-
,J   { '

f  .  
   

 
b '

f  
•

   1
I 

I
,

`
1

  '
/
 

T  
'

I - f
,
`. _

1
 

i

 

-
 

L

•
'

' 'i i

 

I

r

• .

 
•

•

'  

l
!  

• 
 

`     I I: .
w l

    •
' . i °

 
1

 

  i

 

i -j l
 

i

'
f •

I r

  ,
  1 .

_ r
  f

  
.

  I
i

 .  .   .
t

iE
 

i
    J

' .
•
     

  - i ti , I
  r, :   - . ..t r

 
i .   • ' S - Y '• i • 7  ll r '  

-
F i_ - ' . I r .

i . 1 `   r ,
_

.
S y

1 „ I   f
_

  I
I ` i . • .

  • •
_

  - I '
- I , - r I I i '   _ '

•
L @

. I l t ' '  
- , T . • . . ,  

. , .
I • I

• . I r
. .

ry   J ti  
. ' r

r l ,+. _ .
'r_ Y _ - 1 I ,      1

 
_'  L       .  ,.   .

,
1
j

•_  
..

i r - . P ; ' - +, . .
J

- i  !L' l
 

e
`    

, :   t - 7, t
._ i '- .

 
  _ _

' I
•

.
' 7 r IG        -    

  C  L-+1    
. - 5 ..

'
 

 
. 

 
.

    ,   ,   , • •
•



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

,
 

 
19

,

I n shor t , Germa  ' g l eader s had r eno  sd a l opg- ren8e   t r  
.1  ._

s tr at egi a pl an ( t he Ghent i'l an} i n f avor of  a s oi ut i on trhi csh ttou].d

a t b e s t b e t er med ba r s l f s t r at eg i a i a c ha r aa t ar , al t hough i n r e al  
.
# 

i t eame f ar   ]
.o s er t o t h  ®o ac ept of t ac t i a a

6
. .

 
  The ne  r .p

7.a t  ; t oo , f a i i ed t o ga i n t he unqi ,al i f i e d appr ov a
l oP

..
As m,y

l eader e , s i no e i t wa g und  eni abl y qu e s t i on abl e  rhet h er an i  .r

l e;ndi n$ i n t he m3ddl e i  f   t he Namur - Di nant - Gi v e t def enee ar ea c ot  l d

, 

sucased, and espeaially whether the landing forae wauld be able •

to hold out on its own until relieved by the Army. .
.

 
L

    
_ ..

.
l s a r e at  l t , the "Di z ant Pl an , t ©o , wa s  abandon ed .

q,} 1 third plan, .Y Loh had originate:d with Hitler himself, enYieianed

an ai r l andi ng ne sr Sedan,   u st ahe s a of the x edge bei pg dri v e 

by the bre akt h rvugh arat ,e e . The i r aot i on at rat e  i.cal l y aoordi na t   d

wi th t hat of t he gr ouna f or ce a , t he ai r uz i t s we r e t o at t aak  f   m , -  ,

the third dineneion and thus help to gpe'ed up tho advanoe towarda      

the coaet
T
.  

.
 

    .
But t h i s pl an

_,
t oo ,   hi oh bey oad ar  r donbt cou l d ha;v e b aen de-  

v e l oped i n t o s  a c t i on of gt r at egi c s i gni f i aan c e , wa s e bs r do ned.  
. .

_
,  hi s t i ne ,,

howev er , i t e f a t e wa s due t © t he i nf l u anae o f t he Luf t - .
  _

waf f e , whoee e cp.eact e deal ar ed t he wooded r e  i:Qn ar   d Sedha

(i h3ah wae r e al l.y sz t remel y di f f i cu l t t err ai n) t p be abaol ut el y

uneui t abl e f ar af r l andi
,ng oper at i ona. .

In t he end, t hi a pl an was gi v  en up a s wel l . , ,.  .
.,

6 - The di at a.no e f ro m t he Ger man bor der t o t rie l[euge s e at or b e  br e en   e  c

and Di nant   wa B no moYe th an f i f t y a i r ®i l e a . _
T - The di et anae bet ween t he G  r ms n bor de r and Sedan Tae f ©r t y- f i ve s i   : :

®i  l e s .  

; . - _  ,

, , • -{  
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Bu t , i n any e ve nt , a l l of t he s e pl ans eo u l d hav e ha d t o be abandoned

after 10 January , when a paratrooper officer carrying full documentation

o f t he pl anne d empl oyment of t he Sec ond Ai r Fl e e t i n gene r al and of t he

air landing forces in particular found it necessary to make a forced land-

ing in Belgium (the Reinberger case). This meant that the most closely

gu ar ded i n t ent i ons and pl an a of Ger man y ' s mi l i t ar y l e ad er s wer e now i n

t he e nemy ' s ha ads .

I t r emai n e unel e ar wh et h er th e Al l i e s a cc ept ed t h e aaptu r ed Ger man

doeument s a s v al i d or wh e t h er t hey oons i der ed t he wh o l e af f ai r t o be a

•

at e a t t em t at dec e pt i on ; an d t he o t he r , c l o s el y al l i ed qu e et i on
deliber p

o f whe t h er t h e Rei nber g er a f f a i r wa s r ea l l y t he r e a s on f or t he compl e t o

change in the German operational plans
g
must also remain open. Neverthe-

l e s s , t he f ao t r e ma i ns t hat a l l pr ev i ou s p l a n s f o r an ei r l a ndi ng oper a-

t i on h ad be c ome i nv a l i d ; a compl e t e l y new oper at i on had t o be dev i s ed .

5 ) The l a at a   f i na l pl an f o r an ai r l andi ng oper at i on wa s ba s ed

- on the new operational plan of 10 January 1940, which -- following

_

t he s o- aa l l ed Man s t e i n Pl an - - r ev ol v e d ar ound t h e c ent r al pr i ne i -

pl e of a br eakt hr ou gh on t he mi dd l e s ec t or r at he r t han oa t h e

her et of or e e age r l y adv o c at ed s t r ong r i g}  t wi ng .  

wi t h i n t he f r amewor k of t h i s new al l oc a t i on o f ar ea s of ma i n

concentration, however, there was no provision for the employment

of t he s i r l andi ng f or c e . I n s t e ad ,

this is not
8 . . I n t h e per s o nal opi n i on o f t he aut h or o f th e pr e s ent s tu dy ,

a e cur at e . The new de pl oy men t of f or ce a i n acc or danc e wi t h t he ll an s t e i n

Pl an had al r e ady be en i nc or por at ed i n t o t he pl anni ng, and pr epar at i ons

wer e al r e ady und er waY f or i t .
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. j
a l ar ge- s cal s s i r l andi ng act i on of st r at egi c ei gni f i c ance , t o be

  carr i ed out '  y the Tt h Ai r Fi wi si on,  rtae pl anned t o t aks pl aae .

f ar out i n f r ont of t he e ct reme r i ght  rf ng af t he maf a over al   .

front.
. 

_ Onc e Qer many   a t op- 1 er  e 1 l e ader s had ma de up t h ei r mi nrla t o ,
- . " 

._

T  .o
l a t e not onl y t he neut r e l i t y of Bel gi um but t ha t of Hol l and a e

- 
llsnd the so. .

wel l , i t was c].s ar t hat - th e f ort i f i ed cent e r of Ho ,
_

Qa1 1ed For t r e s s Hol l e nd, was bound t o aaquf   e deQi si   ® i mpor t $uaQ _
..

f o r t he over al l  pl a nni Dg of t he Ger man ope rat i on .  
-

th e r i g  t a ng of Ai m,y
Gr ou p B, t he   f gh  - ,  ]dov i ng f o r . ar d al ong

i,t her  bl e al e 
. 1 as o  .s

i   8
. eenth Ar q,Y • aa t o ov err on Hol l and as rapi d y P

t
side of the  a al 8iver snd then t® push th  u8h towarde the ooas ,

that Ho118nd could be eaploited at the earliset poeeible vooent i
so

  which.
to thrQaten, by means of atte ke on the ground

base f romae a.

 ove a11 f rom the s3.r , t he f l ank of t he g l l i ed arai e s whi   h  
eund ab

  war e bouud t o b e depl  aye d i a Bel giu m.   . .
•

uth of t h®   i 8ht eent h Army , t he 93z t h 1  .'m,Y '! 8a t d   -
0To t he s

ene t err i t or y and , af t e r br eak  ng th  òu  t h$ bor der f ort i -
tade  

f i aat i ©a s , t o t i e dowx  .ae msny   e 4Y f or ce a ae poss i b].e b    ea 'ie of  

  f ront e,i at t aok .
,

ma kea i t cl ear t hat t her e rrer e f ormi dabl e

  A glance at the map

  ob s t a cl e s t o be over oo me i n anY a.d'  Ce - - br ©a d
t opogr agh i o al

' ar e at . And t he se ob®t aal ee: waul d. be ef f ect -
r i ve  s , cana].®, f l oc  l.

  men t ed 8s   erman l e ader s ws l l knew, by the expansi oa
i ve].y suppl a   I

 
f i a at i on ar ea known a s For t r e s s   l l a   9

   
of the forti

s  i nni ng   - For t r ese Hol l and  c a®pr i $ed t h g aent r al oor e di t he

9 - I   t he b g

, t i f i ca t i oz  s , whi c h wa s bounded on t he ea at by t h e eo- c s l l

actual for

 , - l i ne ", s t r a t ch i ng Yr o a t hs   a y der Ze e  s out h  +a $t o f 9,i. e t e r -

new wa t er

war ds t he s out h a s f ar a s t he h eu s e . I t s sau  Ch sr n boundeac  ' * a a

dam to
.

i    

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

 
 

93 _ a  

Footnote 9 (cont)

f o r med by t he c o n f l u e n c e o f t he Meu s e a nd t  ae Wa a l .
ThQr e We r e t   o l i ne s

of fie7d for tific ation 9 extending tow ar ds th e east ; these follow ed the

t o p o gr a ph i c a l f e a t u .r e s o f t h e t e r r a i n ( r i v e r s , f
.
'o r e x  unp l e   s .n

d we r e

' nown as the Grebbe and Peel positicn s.
Finally there Was the Tjssel

Li ne , wh i c h r an c l o s e a.
l o ng t h e b c r d e r a nd j o i ne d t h e Meu s e po s i t i o n a s

f a r a s Iria a s t r i c h t .

 

•
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A r api d   cc e ae f or t 1 e adva,nc e of t he Bi ght e enth ,Arm r cot  ,d
 

be gnarant e ed o.a
],  r on the condi t i on t hat t he f o 

.l owi ng ob3e ot   v e   :

could b  aohieved as soon as poeaible 
.

 
' .

I

a) The oapt  e of the -moat i   por t aa t cr os ai ng- poi nt e over t   s
, y •

I

r i v er - l i ke bodi e a of wat er ne ar Bot t er dam, Dordr echt , and ` -  
 

r

- Yo er di   k .   r t h er oper at i on s - » ei t h er t owa r ds t h e  ac r t 3    r , , .. .
l e t   ©n , t o  ar da t he eo u t h - - wou l d be i   po s s i bl e un t i l t   e s  

c r o  ai ng- poi n t $ wer e f i s ml y i n Ger men ha nd a. .

b ) Th e Dnt ch Arm,y i  a u l d ha oe t o be pr ev ent ed f r o  groupi   g i t j      
_ '  

sel f f or the ey e t eatati a def ens e of t he var i oug f os t i f i   a  3.oaa
.

. •  l i n ee ma.ki ng up F'or t r e s s H©l l and. The ae f or t i f   oa t   ana  rattl d

.
have to be invaded sad taken from the rear,

.
d) The Ddt ch   y , e.nd e ap ea f a l l y i t a

.
r e e Qr v e s , woul d hav e t s

,
be el i n i nat s d compl e t e l y a s a aombat f aa t or . k

  ' - . -  
  d ) Th e Dut oh g  tv errnmen t wou l d } av e t n ba Capt unred , t hu s   el i mi na- .

! t i ng eny po e$i bi l i idr of i t a org ani s i ng a re si at anoe mo ret ea ia   i

i a t he c annt ry ; t hi s wa B a pur el   pol i t f os1 s eaondary mi   i  on

o f t he und act aki ng . - , -   ;

  The ae ob  e ct i   es wer e t o be ecc ompl i shed by IDe ane of a Qoup d4
t

,  ,
  mai n- c ar ri ed out . by the ai r l andi ng f o rae a f sr i n sdvanc g of t be .

. ,
f r ont of t h e Ei gh t e ent h   njr. .   ,

  - On I 0 J anua,ry , ss no t e d a bov e , t he pr ev i ou e p l aa of  ops   e.t i  aii

- had f al l e n i nt o Al l i ed hsnds .  

On l 5 dana,ary , t he Comnande r i n Cbi.ef p In  f t rraf f e , .'
t urned c  rar  

-  .      't he aew   i r l aadi ng pl an t o Gene ral 9tndent , Commander of t he   t h
.
 '

 
bi r Di v i si on, and pl aoed  hi m i n   har ge of pr epar i ng as d.

az ecd.t -

1ng t he aa t i on .  

  . .

Y   - .
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General Student had t he f ol l owi ng f oraee. at hi s di sposal    

a) the 7th bir Division of the Luftwe.ffe, comprised primarily

of paratrooper unita; and

b) t he 22d Inf ant ry Di v i si on of t he Army , whi ah wae al t e ady - -

at l eaet a par t of i t - - t r a i ned i n af r l andi ng  oper at i ons .

The ee two di v i ei on s were t o be f ormed i nt o an ai r l andi ng ©or pe

  ndunder General Student s aomaaa .

Gen ar s l St i  dent wa a Si v en a s ec onds r y t a s k , whf ah , howev er ,

wa s no l e s a f mpor t ant eaad etr a t e g i c a l l y v i t al t hen the mai n o per a-
•

t i on ag ai ns t For t r e e s Hol l and; u t i l i z i ng l i mi t ed el ement e o f t he

Ai r Landi  q,g Cor ps , St udent was t o pre par e t he Tay f or t he Si r t h

Arn y adv anc e ac r o s s t be Yeu ae and t he Al bsr t Canal . Thi s wa s t h a

only phase of the final plan .rhiah had survived all th® previou 

al t er at i on a i n t he r ol e o f t he ai r l andi ng f or c e s ( a®e 9e c t i o t I I I ,

2), a) of this Cha ter, below). The Belgian border fort of Eben

 
Eaaa e l wa s t o be aapt ur ed a a we l l a s t h e br i dg e s o  r  c t he Ca na l .

Bef or e Re mov e on t o ex ami ne and ev al ua t s t he r ea l i z a t i on of t he f i aal  

  pl an f or t h e empl oy ment of t he a i r l a ndi ng f or oe a , i t s e ems adv i s ab l e - -
 

f or r e a s ona of h i at or i c al compl e t ene s g - - t o at l ea s t men t 3on anot h er a i r

landing action whiah was organized and carried out outeide the framework

of the Air Landing Corps and without General Studeat'e knowledge, muah

lea$ participation . This action had nvthing to do with strategia planning ,

but was a purely tactioal epieode whioh took plaae in the area assigned

j t o t he Thi r d Aix F1eet . .

Al ong t he: f r vnt of t he Panz er Cor pa Gu der i an , whi ah wa e at andi ng r :e ady

f or a br ee.kt hr ou gh t hr ough Lux embnr g and t he nor t he r n t i p of Bel gi um i nt o

the direction of Sedaa,
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an infantry battalion was loaded into Fieeeler-Storks, at Go®ring's order.

Ae t he Ger man adv anc e beg an , t he ae f or c e s   er e t o be l anded beh i nd i h e

Be l g i an bor der f or t i f i ca t i ons   i ne  re s t of Mar t e l ang e ( ea s t of Neuf ahat eau  

in order to foment unrest behind the enemy front, to evoke the appeax ance

of an at t ac k by mu ch at r ong er f or ce a , and t o t i e dox n enemy wni t s .

This action was aQtually carried out, but apparently the foraea invol7-

ed  ere so widely dissipated that no tangible suecess could be achieved.

For thie reason, there seems to be no point in our describing it in greater

de t ai l at t hi s   une t ur e
l 0

 
 

All the various plans for eir landing actions described in the fore-

going pages can be found in the "Schematic Summary of the Air Landing lc-

tions in the Western Offensive"
11

 

1 0 - De t ai l e d de s c r i pt i ons ma,y be dound i n t h e f o l l owi ng  rork a i

a) Generaloberst Guderian, Memoirs of a Soldier (Erinnerungen einee

3oldaten), K. Yohwinkel, F1
,ib
lishers, Heidelbeurg, 1951, page 88.

b) 6. von Hove, Watch Out, Paratroopers   chtung, Fallechirm ager),

  Dr uf f e l , Pub l i ah er a , 1 954 r P  s 7 0   d 93- 9 5 •
11 - See Appendiz 41.
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III. The Air Landinu in Fortreas Holland

1 ) Chai n o f Comrr and and  ni z at i on of For ce s

On t he mor ni ng of 10 l s4y 194 0 , t he Ai r Landi ng Cor ps wa s r eady f o r

action ; ita orgenizational atructure and line of command were aa

shown in the Appendiz
12

.

The chain of command merita critical attention. It was a com-

promise resulting from a long seriee of developments end could not

be v i ewed a s e nt i r e l y s at i s f ac t ory . I t s de f e c t e i neYi t ab l y made

themeelves felt in the operations carried out by the Corps. It

,
wou l d t ak e u s t o o f ar af i e l d t o ex ami n e t he c au s e g of t h e r e s ul t -

ing mi.s-cone
truction ; suffice it to say that they were prfmarily

t he r e s u l t of e el f i ah i n t er e at on the par t of i nd i v i du a  per s onag e s .

The ma st s er i ou s def e ct s wer.e
t he f o l l owi ng  

a ) The Ai r La ndi ng Cor ps end t he 7 th Ai r Di v i s i on Rer e c ommand ed

by the same peravn. The Corps did not even hav e an opera-

t i on s gt a f f of i t s own . The Commandi ng Ge n er a l nat u r al l y f e l t
•

hi ms e l f t o be pr i mar i l y co mman der of h i s ol d di v i s i on ; and ,

a s a ma t t eac of f e e t , he per eo na l l y l ed hi s d i v i s i on i n bat t l e .

The Corps hardly Qppeared in the pioture at all. From the

po i nt o f v i ew of e f f ec t i v e c oma and , t he mo s t l og i e a l s o l u t i on

xould have been the subordination of the commandere of the

t  ro di v i si ons c o ne er ne d t o a Corp s ha v i ng a f u l l co IDmand

hierarahy.

12 - See Appendi= 42.
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! 99

at a f f , communi c at i ons f ac i l i t i e s , f r e edom of ahof a e i n aeI ®c t i ng

i t s c omman d headquar t er s s f t e )
. A chai n of command vi a t he Ai r  

Fleet could be nothing but a detour in the long run.

l asumi ng t ba t t he Ai r Fl e e t r e gar ded   e Spe ai al Duty Cener a l

and h i s un3 t s a s a pe,r t of t he "s t r at egi c Luf t ws f f e " pl ac ed undar

i t a o ommand , and t hat i t mi gh t r equ i r e al l or a par t of t he as

f or a ®a f or o t he r mi s e f on s a e we l l , depe ndi ng upon dev e l Qpmeni e

i n t h e over s l l s i tv a t i on , t he Ai r Fl e e t shou l d hav e b ean acc o rded

t he r f ght t o de t aa h or a s a i gn t r oop el e me nt s a t wi l l .
Thi e

•
cannot be construed as a grounds for protest again8t the subor-

dination of the Speoiel Daty General to tha Air Lqnding Corps.

Ther e i s s t i l l a f our t h po i nt   h i ch mu a t be me nt i oae d , a poi nt v hi
.a

h

c a nn:o t be c l e ar l y eval u at ed on th e b a s 3.e or o rg an i z at i ona l at ruat ur e , but

whioh nonetheless 3s aertainly reaponsible -- at least in part -» for the

deficienaies in that organization. During the period devoted to the plaa-

  ning and preparation of the air landing action -- a period whioh laated

f or s ev er al month s - - bo t h Hi t l er a nd t he Commander i n Chi e f , Luf twe.f f e ,

a s we l l a s t he Luf t waf f e Oper at i oa s St a f f had i nt er v en ed t o an ev er gr e dt er

de gr e e i n t he de t ai l s of t he p l s,zm
i ng , o f t en wi t hout bo t h ar i n$ t o ke ep t he

a ®mi na l l y r e apone i bl e Seaond 1 3.r
Fl e e t i nf o r med o f what th eg   er e doi ng , o0

t k at t he l at t e r wa s c onf r ont e d wi t h f a i t s a.c coffi pl i s i n t he f orm of de c i s i ons

a l r e ac y made .

Ae a r e su l t , t he ov er a.l l or gan i z a t i onal hi er ar e} y f i na l l y t ur xied ont
_

` to be a oompromise solution baaed on a numbe r of divergent deci$ions and

opinione. Thoae aepects based purely oa military neceeaity, which ehvald

bave been championed by the 9econd gir Fleet,
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l oo

now more than ever, were increasingly relegated to the background
13

.

2) Detailed Summary of the Missions Asai tn.e
d to the Air Landin  Corps

Th e f our t h and l a s t pl an f or t he e mpl oy ment o f t he ai r l a nd i ng

f or c e s
1 4

env i si one d t h e f o l l owi ng st eps :

The 7th 6ir Division Ras to be employed to drop paratroopers

and t o de l i v er a i r l a ndi ng f or ce s i n t he 1  o er di j k- Dor dr e cht -

Ro t t e r dam ar e a s o t h a t t he y co u l d s e i z e t h e de l t a ar ms of t he

Meu s e and t he Rhi ne a nd ke ep t h em o pen f or t he Ar cay ' e mobi l e

t r oop s f i gh t i ng th e i r way f ar wa r d s out h of t he Waal i n t he Ti l -•

bur g are e .

The 22d I nf an t r y Di v i si on (Ai r Landi ng ) wa s t o be s e t down at

three airfields around The Hsgue. Its mission was to seize the

c ap i t al and, at one bl ow, to e l i mi nat e t he dang er of r e s i st anc e

on the part of Holland's royal family, government, and armed

f or ce s he adqua r t er s
1 5

.

• The po i nt of mai n ef f or t l ay wi t h t he 7 th Ai r Di v i s i on .

lj - The author's view, as expressed here, ia substantiated to a aertain

extent by Generalfeldmar9cha11 Kesselring, former Commander in Chief

o f t he Sec o nd Ai r Fl ee t , who br i ng s t he f o l l owi ng r a t he r oaut i ou s

comment s i n h i a bo ok : "  s f ar a s t he Ai r Land i ng Cor ps wa s co nc er ne d ,

Hi t l er h i mse l f h ad de t er mi ne d t he det a i l ed st r at eg i c and t a c t i c a l a s-

pec t a of t he a i r l andi ng a et i on . " ( pag e s 7 0  71 ) ; s.nd "The command

function was rendered even more difficult by the faet that Hitler and

Goer i ng p er ao nal l y i n t er v ened i n th e pre par at i on a f or t he ai r l a ndi ng

ope r at i on ; a s a r e su l t , Ge ne r a l St ud ent x a s de gr aded t o t he at a t u a

of an i nt er me di ary , t o whi ch - - a s a mat t e r of f a c t - - he wa s not at

all averse."
(page 72).

Ac t u al l y , i t ps a t he r e s pons i b i l i t y of t he Comma nd er i n Chi e f , Sec o nd

gir Fleet, to prevent any dev elopmenta of this sort. His effectiveness •

i n t hi s par t i cu l ar r e s pe c t mu st r emai n an ope n qu e s t i on .

lq.-
See Appendia 1, Paragraph 5.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

l oa - a

•

-

15 - See Appendix 42; this spe ial miasion aas assigned to a paratrooper

b at   a l l i an of t he 7t h Ai r Di v i s i on whi ch was t o l and i n and eir ound

The He.gue .

_

•
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The   ap i ncl ud ed as an Appendez ahows t he f ol l owi ng
l 6

:

t he pl anned ar e as of operat i on of the 7t h l i r Di   i d on and t he 22d

I nf ant ry Di Yi s i on ; t he l aadi ng ar eas of t he t . o di Ti si ons eu t of t he Rhi ne

and their  oint approaoh eourse for tbs s ir landiag operation; aad the tsa-

t at i Te advanae rou t a• of t he Ei ght e ent h and Si z t h l rni.e s , as wel l u - - of

e.en grsater ia  tanee -- that of the 9th Paaaer Division, whioh was to
.

be the first to reaeh and relieTe the dir Landin  Corps.

I  ren at f i r s t gl ance , t hi e pl an sTOks a t hs f ol l owi ng ari t i aal aou ant s :

1) The faat that the 7th Air DiTision was assigned to the point of
•

s ai n e f f or t was al ear l y i n k eepi ng wi t h the ftusda. ent al at r at eg;yr r s . poa s i bl e

for the e ployvant of the Air Landing Corps in Fortreas Holland; as a

preliainaa y step, it was neaeasary to take the bridgea leadiag into For-

tress Holland in order that th e "fortress"  ight be •ei$ed fro  within;

the nezt step, neasaeary to pea it the Ar y operations towasds the south

( i . e . i nt o Be l ¢i.ua ) , pl anned t o f ol l ow th e cap tur e of Fort r e ss fl ol l and,

•
w4s to oacapy the nost inportaat Dnteh river arosaiz  s and to keep thea

firaly in Geraan haolds.

In other words, the delineation of the sissions assigned to the 7th

lir Di ision had been based on purely ailitary deliberations.

2 ) I n oo a t r a s t , t he enp l o  u nt of t he 2 2d I nf ant ry Di . i si o n or i gi a a-

ted fros the deaire to attain a purely politiaal goal ordered by Hitler --

t he s e i s ur e of a g ov er nme nt  rhi ah , af t e r t he s or ni ng o f 10  day 19 40 , had

ev e ry r i ght t o a on s i der i t s e l Y

16 - See lppendiz 43-

i
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"hoat i l e", aad t he e1l vi.nat i on ot' an y and al l f aat ors aoaduai ve t o ef f eat i Ye

leaderahip by the etate, the populatiott, and the arned foroe..

Quite apart fro  tb,e fact that this politiaal goal aould not bs achie-

ved, sinoe it .ae dooasd to failure fros the standpoint of its ailitary

f eas i bi l i t y , t he oo.   i t ment of an ent i r e di v i d on - - and a par t i cul ar l y

val uabl e di Ti ai on, at t hat - - r f   t at the begi nni ng r epre a nt ed a was t s

of f or ass whi oh cou l d has be en ut i l i s ed t o f ar be t t er ef f eot nndsr t he

ei r cw. at anas • pr e rai l i ng el . ewhsr e on t he of f ens i 7e f ront . I f For t re as

Hollaad was eliminated a. a faotor of strategio siQnifiaanae, thea it wa.•

irrelevant rhat happened to Duteh politieal leadership, whioh, fa ar  eaa ,

. oul d hav e be en aeut r al i s ed by t he ni,l i t ary suoces s of t he ene  y .

3) Froo the T.ata e point of the overall situation, as refleated by

gppendi= 43, the air landing aotion , which ia® to be dsveloped parallel to

the front line of the Bel ian Lray, sntailed a deaided risk. It oould

su oaeed oaly if the follo r ing aaticipated faators ehould turn out as planned:

•
a ) t he s uc a e s ef u l ou t oos e of t he h i ght e ent h Ar gy   a br e akt hr ou gh

and advance through the Dutah fortifiaations line

b) the proapt sdvanae {withia three days) of the 9th Panser Di i-

eion to rsliev e the Air Landine Corps

a ) t h e f a i l ur s t o ae t on t he par t o f t he Be l g i an f o r a e • f aa i ng t he

Sizth Ar y

d) the lack of auy ene y .upport in northern Fraaae

e ) t he i a aet i v i t y of t he • l l i ed ai r f orae s .

Reali$ation of eves r .in le one of the above eoadition. was inperative.
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III .   acoupl i aheen t of the l i r_
Lan di ng Aat i on

The of f ens i ve i n t he We et be gan s t o535 on 10 I[ay 1940 al ong t he

entire front.
.

The a.ir
laading operatfoa aga.inst Fortreas Holland, planasd with az-

esplary aare and adnir4ble im4gination by General Student, ran with elock-

liks preaieion -- aa long as it reav ined in the air.

The ettaok units under the oomma.nd of the Special Duty Gensral, or at

lsast those eleasnts whiah were fully oapable of instraaent flight, flsw

in fro  the oea snd took Fortrees Holland corpletely by surprise. By aeane
•

of intensiwe boabardsent they succeedsd in eliminating ths Datah s.oarity

forass and other antiaireraft defenae forces fron the airfields ssleated

a s 14ndi ng ba ae s f o r t he Luf t w4f f e
17

. They 4 1 s o bo®be d kno rn Dut oh f i gh t er

bases in order to elisin4te the ds,nger of eneny defenaive operations in the

air, and •ere highly suacessful in ubilizing tbair dive-bovbers to attnak

the ene y bunkers at the Yoerd ih bridgehead ia order to pin darn ths

• foraes holding it.

Ths units assigned to the Second Fig3 ter Comr  nder (Jaf  2) .ere given

the sole aission of providing air aover for the air transport aotion and

the air 14nding itself. A carefully calculated schedule ¢uaranteed an un-

i n t er r upt e d af r unbr e l l a ov er t i e t r an apor t uni t s  rhi l e t he y wer e i n f l i gh t .

In reslity, ho.ever, o ring to the vast eztent of the

17 - These  ers Waalh4ven , near Hotterdam, for the 7th  ir Division, and

Yalkenburg, Ypeaburg, and aokenburg, surrounding The ]ingus, for the

2 2d I nf Qnt ry Di v i . i on .
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enea  t err f t ory i nvol ved, t he m  aber of tr ans por t afs araf t t o be pr ot eot ed

an d t hei r di ot r i bu t i on a  ong aev ers l waves , and t he nun er i oal i nads quaoy

of t he avai l abl e s i ngl e- engi ne and t . i a- er  i ae f i ght sr uni t a, t hi a "uo-
ao

brella" could be sors than a rather thin veil.

The ai r t r an ep or t ao t i on , o ar r i ed ou t ua ds r aov er pr ov i ds d by t he

above-aentioned fighter veil, weat off aaaording to plan. Beaause of the

ahortage oi air transport apaoe, the maneuver had to be repeatsd in a m   -

ber of wav e s . The a ppr oa,ah rou t e l ay   u s t abou t e qui di at a nt f roa  1y   . e ge n

and   r nhe i a  , and f o l l o. ed t he a our s e o f t h e Waa l t oe a rds t be we at ; ea et

•
f 8 o t t er daa i t l i t of f t anrar d a t h e t wo l a nne d l aad i a g ar e aa

l 8
.o R  P

The ai r t r aa spo r t unde rt a]ci ng ae su oh ws s ac oonpl i ohed s z a c t l y a .

plaaaed; hot a ain le eneapr fighter put in an appearance; favorabls

asathsr conditiona aade it possible far the aircraft to maiatain ths

oour e s and a l t i t ud e e a s s i gne d ; and t h e e nea y ant i a i r ar a f t a,r t i l l er y f i r s ,

in an r aase •poradio, was ooapletely without effsot. The landing areae

• were reaahed .ithout any lossea  rhatsoever.

T21e r e a l t r oub l es di d no t beg i n un t i l t he l andi ng f or ae wa s dr opped

or aet do n, as the oase .ight be, at its  deeignatad landin  pointe --

t o f i nd i t ae l f i n t h e n i de t o f an en ea  r who ha d b een war ns d of wha t wa a

aoainQ and waa prspared to deiead hiieelf.

 Tever t he l e s e , t he 7t h 1 i r Di v i oi on suaaeeded i n aa,r ryi nQ out 1t a

s i s ef on i n t he aout h sr n oper at i ona l are a i n al moet al l r e speat s , al bei t

Rith loases.

18 - Ses the 'ap in Appendiz 43•
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The ae t i on of t h e 22d I nf ant ry Dl v i si on i n The Hague . aa a f ai l ur e , wi t h

even heavier losses.

The gene r al out l i ne s of the two operat i ons wer e as f ol l aa :

A. The Oper at i vnat Ar ea of t be 7t h Ai r Div i ei.on

1. The only sir landing aetion to sucaeed 104  in Holland wao the

aoup de aiain-like cspture of the two bridges at lQoerdi k. Ia part bsaause

the Dntah bridge aentries ba.d been psyohologiaally deeply shaksn by a Qeraaa

di v e- bos ber at   ok whi ah had   u st t aken pl aoe , t he par at rooper s sncc e. ded

in preventing the ene y fro  blo.ing up the bridgeo and in establishing and
•

holdi bri heoda on both sides of the river.   

For two r easons , t hi s v i at ory wae of gr eat s i gni f i canee f or t he t  r t her

aouree of operationa:

a ) adva nc e e l ement s o f t he Gerjnan Ar s y , . ooa i ng up f r oo t h e s out h ,

were to penetrate into Fortrese Holland via these bridges in order to ra-

lieve the Air Landing Corps
l9

 

• b) these bridges were to eerire aa links in the lrmy .upply line

towards the south, oncs Holland had been aovpletely oaaupied and the plan-

asd ope r at i ona i n Be l gi ua  and nor th ern Fr anc e br ought t o a succs s sf ul oon-

alusion.

2. The second operational area assigned to the 7th Air Diviofon was

the region around Dordreeht. Here, too, the bridgee were taksn sucaese-

f u l l y . As f or t h e r e s t , hoTerve r ,

19 - The r a i l ws y br i dg e wa s 5 , 900 f t . l ong ar d t 2 e hi ghway br i dg e 4 , 600 f t .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

  
106

the relatively weak Geraan elenent was barely able to hold its om a  inst

strong ene  r forcee. For the tioe being, at  u y rate, ooordinated opera-

tions  ith the German unite in the Hotterdaa area were out of the ques-

tion.

3. The point of osia effort for the 7th  ir Division lay in the

area o! aott.rdaa.

To begia with, both the paratrooper 3u p and the a3r landin  on the

heavily proteoted and stubbornly defended airfield at Waalhaven suooeeded --

a failure at this point would have plaeed the entirs operation in 3eopard,y,•

ainae Waalha.en waa the only availa.ble airfisld far and wid  which was

oapable of aacoaodatiu  the subaequent air transport wawee as well ae the

later supply flights.

After heavy fighting and at the eost of serioua losses, the Germra

favadere also maaaged to oapture the bridge over the l euse at xotterda o 

i t se l f , t he actual goal of t he oper at i oa . Ther e wer e onl y a f er. Gera an

• forcea avs ilable, however, to take over the establiehment of this northern

bridgehead, since the aa3ority were pinned down by eneay fire sauth of

the bridgehead. The brid e itself aoquired the statu s of a kind of no

aan's land, sinoe it was uaeless to both sidea.

B. The Operational Area of the 22d Infantry Division (Air Landin )

There were diffioultiea here froa the very beginning. For e=.mple,

the paratroopers
20 failed to land at their aseigned ts,rget areae, and the

air la.n
dinga on the airfielde looated around The H  ua were failures to

a greater or lesser degree.

20 - The DiYisioa had been strengthened by the aasigrunent of one paratroop-

er battalion from the 7th Air Division .
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The 22d Infaatry Division, too, had eaoountered an enea y prepared to offer

reaiatanoe. The difficultiea already inherent in the situation were aud-

meated by the faet that the three airfields were far lesa well-equipped

than anticipated, baing totally unsuited to accomodate heavily ladea

aaahines.

The result wasihat the advanee eleaeata of the 22d Infantry DiTision

(paraehute as well ae air landing forces) .ere tied down inmediately in

heavy fighting on the ground. 1 good naay of the traasport airoraft ara,vh-

ed aaad blocked the laading fields with their  rreakage, so that the plaaned

•
aubsequent waves of aircraft had to be eanoelled.

B  t he ev eni n   of 10 1[ay , on l y abou t oa e- f onr t h of t he t o t al l andi n 

force had actually been land d, at fourteen diffarent pointa. The Division

 as hopeleaely diaeipated, unified leaderehip was iapossible, and there

. a s no ohs.nne l of c ommn ni o at i on t o t he Ai r Landi n  Cor pe .

By aooa ot' the first day of operations, it wae elear that the uadsr-

• t aki n  of t he 22d I nf aa t r y Di v i s i on  ra a a t a e t i c al f a i l ur e , aad a i a i l ur e

whieh had eost the Germaa foraes heavy loeses.

At the eaae tioe, however, it m ust be accouated a sueeesa froa the

point of view of strategy . For the 22d Infantry Division had l.nded ri ht

i n t he mi.ddl s of t he Dut ah Jlr   r s s er ve s ( t he D .i t ah I Ar a y Cor ps , s t and i n  

by on alert) aad was thus contaiain  three enea y divisiona.

The hard-pressed infantry troops fi hting around The Hadue, how ever,

laiew nothiag of thess develop.ent4.
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IY . The Situation on the Evenina of 10 Maw

The aission aesigned to the 7th 6ir DiYision had been fulfilled to a

large eatent, the aost important bridges wers in Geraan handa. The thrss

aseault  roups had still not aade oontact with one another; the aoaaand

post, utilised by both the Comas,nding
General snd the Comaander of the

DiYi.ion, was  uet south of xotterdaa . There was no ooaaunicatiion at all

with the 22d Infantry Diviaion. Dntah aounterattaeks were in progresa on

all sides.

The single airfield at Ws.a
lhaven had been so badly daa  ed by gzound 

artillery fire and a raid by British boabers that it could hardlT be uoed.

Ae a result the problea of bringing in supplies and reinforoesteata was

highly aaute, and rendered even aore so by the faat that the losa in

transport aapaaity was a good deal greater and aore serious than had been

aaticipated.

Thue -- in spite of the suoaesees achieved -- the sitnation waa eriti-

 
ea1 . Its solution depended upon whether and how sooa the advance .Ar y

elevents would be able to contact the landing force on the ground. Evan

under the aost favorable aoaditions, thie eould aot be ezpeated to happen

for at least two days. On the other hand, there was a very real danger that

the Anglo-French foraes sdvanein  towards Bel iua aight dispatch an assault

eleaeat to relieve the bridgehead position froa the eouth . It wae also a

aatter of grave oonoern just when tr,e Dutch Army, organized for ite aoanter-

attsak  n the aeantiae, would lauaeh ito operatioaa f roa the south.

The aiesion aa igned to the 22d Infantry Division was a aoaplete fail-

ur e .
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The three airfields at .hiah the first troops had been landed had already

been recaptnred by the Dntch ia a series of oounterattaaks. The task

forces whieh had been landed alon  the aoast, no rwidely diseipated and

withont unified leadership, were fighting for their very lives.

The division oom mander had gathered the soattered elements of hio

division and was engaged in coabat south of The Hague. Here he reoeiTed

a radio order -- the only possible kind oP ordsr under the oiraw s tanaea --

from the 3econd Air Fleet to abandoa the aisaion again8t The  Iagu s and to

fight hia .ay south in order to eut off aotterdam froa the n.or
th, thu s•

aoordinating his efforts .ith those of the 7th lir Divisioa.

The overall situation was eztreaely aritiaal Qa of the late evenin 

of the firat day of the attaeks

froa the $outh -- assaults by ensay sotori$ed foroes agaiaat the

bridgeo of lb erdi k were szpected sonentarily;

fro  the north -- the nvaeriaally superior ene qr wae pressin 

,
hard on the heela of the 22d Intantry Division foraes withdrawin  towade

8otterdaa ;

f r o  t h e eas t - - Dut ch di v i s i ons , af t er hav i ng   i . en np t he

I3essel position under pressure e=erted by the Eighteenth Ar  r and probably

in part under the influence of the Gerasn air laading, were aow advancin 

along the Waal toRards Fortresa Holland;

in the west -- tas the sea.

The GerQan foraes aould no longer aount on reinforceaeats of any great

etrength,
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inasmueh as a.ll the airfields were in enemy h4nds and so muah transport

eapaaity had beeu lost. Only a fe. troops aould still be 14nded on the

Dordreaht-Hotterdaa autobahn.

Ther e  ra s l i t t l e hope of su ppor t f r oa t he ai r , i . e . f r oa t he f or c e s of

the Speofal Daty General, sinoe the front Ziae runniag throu h ths northern

as .ell s the eouthern battlefield .as so unprsdictably irrsQular and so

oubjeot to audden changea that it was eztreaely diffiault, if not isposaible,

to oarry out 4ttacke from the air without endangering the Geraon troops.

g aumber of individw al, highly effeative attaoks ordered by aener4l
•

5tudent euoceeded in bringing soae relisf by dint of de.troyin  aore reaote

ene.y targets eueh as actire artillery batteries, assambly areas used by

rsserve troops, etc.

The eomneand of the dir Landing Corpe hsd been more or less eliainated.

The corps and divioion eommander (a single individual), .ho had aoved hi•

headquarters during the night froa 8otterdam to Dordrecht, eau ld n o longer

- ezerai®e direct command over ar y but the groups fighting in his faonsdiate

vieiaity. He had nu influenee over the 22d Infantr3r Division.

Y. The Develooaent ot the Situation up to 14 Yay

Dutring the eouree of 11 Yay , the eituation wae buildfng up to a criris.

During the niQht, the airfield at waalhaven h4d been under continuous 4t-

taak by British boaber8,  nd Qeraan aircraft could
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take off and laad only one at a tiae.

Ene y preaaure on the bridgee in 8otterdam grew so heavy that General

Student e4en ooasidered glvin  ttiea up.

Dutah foroes had broken through in the Tiainity of Dordreaht snd were

trying to reoapture the bridges, so that the last German ressr ras had to

be thrown into aotion at this point. They were all tied da.n fa the towa

of Dordrecht in heavy street fightinQ, which laeted until the aapitulation

on 13 Y y.

• The paratrooper battalion which had landed near the bridges at Yoer-

di   k wa s ea e i r ol ed f r o a a l l ai de s by ea ea  r t r oopa .

The situation in the northern area of operatioae was ao better thaa

in the south. The aombat foree under General Graf Sponneak, fighting

aorthwest of 8otterdan, was aleo eurrounded by the enes r. A nvabsr of

air attaeks were undertaken, but failed to bring ar y notioeable relief.

Whilc the taatical situation of the Air Laadiag Corps in Fortress

_ IIollsad grew ateadily Torae, the strategia atatus of the air laading op-

eration  ras also rapidly approaahing a grave arisis.

 a ha d been sutiaipated, a strong aotorized force of the French irm y

was under way via Antwerp in the direction of Breda, represanting a serious

threst to the entire air landing oper4tion f rom the aouth .
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dlthough the air units of the Speeial Duty General had so far been

unable to contribute ar y effective tactiaal support to the hard-presaed

troopa on the  round or to provide any noticeable relief for the., they

now fouad thefr '1tr4te ia aiesion" aut out for the' . Gez  aa reoonnais-

sano• had dfsco.ered the threat approachine from the south in eood tiae,

and all the groups of the 4th Boaber  ing, as well aa elurents fros the

fi .
hter win s, ooneentrated on low and hi h-altitude attaeks whioh suo-

oeeded ooaplets].y
in frnstratin  the eae  attempt to co.bat the air land-

ind operatfoa from the rear. The Qttempt was not repeated.•

Thus the race betweea the fast German troops advanoing froa the east

and ths Freach motorised units hurryin  up fros the southwest was d.aided.

The air landing operation had been saved strate iaally -- nom a11 it hai

to do .as to ouoaeed taotioally.

On 12 l  t he ar i s i s w b s i ds d . The r e e onnai s s aa o • ba t t a l i on of t h e

9th Panser Di.faion, whieh had advaaaed along the left win  of the $i  t-

' senth Jlraiy, mana ed to make aontact in the early afternoon with the para-

troopera at the ldoerdi3k bridges.

On 13 l[ay the u  ority of the 9th Pan$sr DiYision arrived at the

brid es, seaured thea .gainst the south, aad movsd on to.ard• Dordrecht.

The Division reaohed the asea aauth of $otterdaa sometiae dusin  th•

ni   ht of 13/ 14 11  1 •
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The aituation •ae saved.

By dint of 3oint Army-Luftwaffe operations, the tactioal situation

around Dordreoht and south of 8otterdan was reatored.

Quite properly, the 7th Air Divi4ion -- the "gir Landin  Corps" had

ceaoed to szist some daye ago for all practiaal purposes -- wae made snb-

ordinats to the 9th Paneer Di rieion for the followin  3oint  round oper-

atione.

YI. 8ottsrdaa io Bonbed

The aiseion aasi ned to the 9th Panser Diviaion, to whioh not onlT 

the Tth Air Divieion but also the newly arrived "SS-Leibotandarte  dolf

Hitler" had beea made eabordinate, was to pu.h on through Hotterdas on

14 l[o,y and t h en t o oont i nu e i t e  aa i n adv ana e t o. u de II t r s ch t , whi l e di -

vertiag a eaaller force to The Hagus.

The first etep in the aooo plishaent of this 0iesion  raa to take the

aity of 8otterda®, which wae defended by infaatry troopa posted in tbe

•
houseR aloag the northern bank of the gisu  Iaa.s and by a nuierioally

euperior and hesvily araed Dutah Army foroe, by •torm. The ma oritT oY

Botterdam'a aitiseao had beea evaauated, and the oenter of the oity had

been deolared a fortress.

The attaak wae to be in on la Ya3r, at 1530. The  ray, in the pereon

of the newly arrived commanding general of the YXXIX Corps, (ieneral-

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

  
llq

leutnant 3ohmidt, was in ehs,r s of the operation. After oonferrin  with

hia , General Student tranaaitted fro. his eommand post a radio aeesa e to

the Ssoond Air Fleet headquartsra, requestin  sapport and fire preparation

for the oonte.plated assault froa the units of the Speaial Duty Geaeral.

The air attaak wae slated to be in at 1445•

Bef or e t hi e t i a e , one aor e at t eapt was  ra,de by an i nt erasdi ary t o

pereua,de the Botterda,. garrison to onrrender the aity psaoeably. Ne otia-

t i ona wer e del   yed f or s nua ber of di f f er ent r eaaons .

During the interim, the 54th Bo.ber Wing (approziaately 100 airoraft),•

which had been aa.igned to aarry out the ooftening attaek and whiah had

been nade eubordinate to the 3peaial Duty General for the duration of this

aisaion,  ras getting ready to take off irom its airfielda in the Bresen-

lb ,tnster area. Before the take-off, the Wing ataff waa giwen actailed in-

atractione to the effeat that oapitulation negotiationo were still 1n pro-

 ress and that therefors the  ing  ruat be able to be reachsd by radio until

• the Tery last ainute. Js an added preasution, the pilots s re to watch

for red signal flarea as they approaehed the oity, for theas would aeaa

that Botterdao was not to be boabarded . Theee precautions see ned adequate

to eneure the awoidanae of a no longer necessary atta,ek even at the laat

vinute.

Following its ordera to the letter, the Wing took off on sehedule t or

8otterdao.
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i hat was happening on the ground in the veanti®e, the oourss of the

surrender negotiations, the deployin; of ground forcea for the attack,

the desperate attempts to reaah the 54th Bosber Wing in time onae the aity

had aapitulated, snd the partial aecoaplishaent of ths boaber nissioa --

all of this has been deeeribed in suah great detaib by oompetent author-

itiee that there ia no need of onr repeating it here
21
.

The aatual reault of the air attaok on Sotterd. o wae not the oapitu-

lation of the aity -- for this had already been aehieved by neQotiation --

bat rather the eapitulation of the Dutch lrnyr.hieh followed on its heela.•

The superfluous air attaalc on Hotterdam inter3eoted a false aote

into the viotorious, and hitherto fairly condueted battles for Fortrees

8olland. The destruction of the oenter of Rotterdam waa • tragedy, be-

eauae it wae not necesaary.

It was inevitable that the destruotion of the eore of 8ottsrda r

should provide the eneaqr with a motiv4tion for hate-fi  ed soausations

•
of aernat y's barbario love of destruction.  'irst "Wareaw"•

21 - There are two eources whiah are con8idered authoritative in their

detailed ds.oription of theae events: 1) Kesselrind's book, aad 2)

t he s t ucl,y by Pi a s i n ( e e e f oo t not e j )
. The aut hor of t h e pr e aen t

stucl.y has queetioned carefnlly the individual$ coneerned in the in-

oi dent , abov e a l l t he f or me r aoi mander of t he 54 t h Bomber Wi ng , t he

Speaial Daty General, and hfs ahief. The reeults are eoatained in

Pisain 's study , to whiah the reader ie referred for further details.
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aad then "Eotterdu "l? Suah acauaations were to be ezpeated in Yisw of the

pSyoholoHiaal atnosphere pro.oked by the wu as well as for reasons of

war propaganda. To a certain eztent, they are even aliTe toda,y
22
.

For this reason, within the fraoework of thia study it seems neaessary

to underline thoee aapeats of international law whieh .ust be oonsidered

by a yr s i l i t ary a an i n hi s ev a l ua t i on of t he "Bo t t er da. a f f ai r ".

However, before we begin this di®aussion, there is a question whiah

sust be aakeds why did the Alliea nevsr bring forrard a ls ally-founded

aaausation beaause of xotterdan after the war? W} y was ao one penalised•

on the strength of his participation ia this affair? Hotterdam fi ured

neither in the war ariainal proceedings againet Feldmarsahall ges elrin 

nor in thoee against Goering; aor was any acausation brou ht forwsrd

against Geaeral Stndent, the Luftwaffe represeatative responaible for op-

erations ia Holland . All thrss of these nen aight well ha e been acaueed

of bein  "responsible" for what happened .

 
The ataswer to theoe queetions is provided by the namso of aountle.r

Gervaa aities whioh were boabed by the llliea without any silitary  usti-

ficatioa whatsoever in attaoke whiah resnlted in terrifiaally hi h losses

22 - Th1s statement is subatantiated by the "gommentaren der IIS F' sur Stu-

die 152" (Commeatary oa Study No. 152 by the IIS F), dated July 1956

(Karlsrnhe Doaument Colleotion), in whiah it is requeated that this

study delve into saoh aspeato as "the reasoas behind the deaiaion for

iass destruction (apeaifically ia the aase of 8ottsrdaa )."
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among the oivilian population, attacks which oan be desaribed by no othsr

tera than mass dsstruction . Let one n.ae suffioe for the reet -- Dreoden l

 s regards the "Botterdaan affair", the sitnation .as clsarly as fol-

lows: The aenter of the oity was defended by ailitary forces -- ooaplstely

pointlessly under the prevailin  aircnmetanaes. In other words, the Dutah

 rny had turaed an open oity into a defended fortress
 3
.

Up to that point it was perfectly elear under international law that

a defended aity had to aooept the ooaeequencea of such defense, in other

words it had to ezpeat that it would be sub3ected to softeafag artillery
•

A lanae at the  aattaeks designed to prepare it to be taken by atorm . g p

of Bo t t er daa nor t h and sou t h o z t he l s a s , howe re r , a ake s i t ol eu t ha t

artillery foraes could aot poseibly aahieve the requisite dsgree of ef-

fectiveness. Ia the air a e, it na s obvious that in a situation of this

kind the vertiaal art111ery, i.e. the bombers, were bound to be eaployed.

That thi® vertioal artillery was aot effiployed in order to destroy

• the aity'8 aivilian popnlation , but in acoordanoe  rith purely tactiaal

requirs.ents in aa atteapt to elialnate the Dntch ground defenses, is

eubstantiated in full by the target aaps ooatsined ia the two souross

aentioned
 4

. As a .atter of fact, the aircraft of the 54th Boaber I ing

turaed in a very ezaat performanoe. The faet that the effeets of the at-

taak spread over

23 - See Dr. 9petsler's ®onograph, prepared fron the point of Tiew of

ai litary law, in Appendiz 44•

24 - Kesselring, op. cit., page 76. The target aap is ineluded in thio

stud r as Appendiz 45•
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lu ge seation8 of the aity was due not to the goor afa of the Geraan boab-

er pilots but to the inabilitT of the Duteh garriaon end the eiTil author-

ities to liait the firsa oaused b t ths boabardaent.

There reaains the reproach that the air atta,ek was earried out while

aapitulation negotiations were in progrees snd even after they had been

aonoluded. In thia case it is not "eril human intentiono" whiah are to

blaae, but r4ther "teahnologieal deficiency". The desariptione oontained

fn the two souraee, as well as the information obtained by the author of

the preoent Btudy during intervfewo .ith the persons conoerned, pro4e•

beyond aay doubt that German leaders did e.erything in their power to

stop the air ettaek after the airoraft had already taken off. That their

•fforts failed aust be Qttributed to chronolo iaal faators, tsohaologiaal

defiafenoy , and poor visibility at the target area
 5

.

The fate of $otterdaa was sub3ect to the unprediotable .agarieo of

any war. The atteapt to assiga the "reoponsibility" for it to ar   indi-

i
ridual or group of individuals aan be based only on laok of lonowledge of

the prevsiling oiraumstanaes.

25 - The "8otterdam a,
ffeir" is a thoroughlT typiaal ezaaple of the effects

of these fa ctors.
In its target 4pproaah on 8otterdam, the 54th Boab-

er Wing had ordered ite aireraft to retract their trailing aatennas --

in acaordanae with etandu d proaedure. Os a result, the first aqua-

drone were not in aontact with the ground radio and -- reles ed their

boaba. The following Bquadrone still had their antsnnas in aotion

and .ere thus able to aateh the oountermand o#-the original order and

to change their aourse in tiae. It was a n4tter of a fra.c
tion of a

seaond. Qisibility for the two wa.ves was quite different; the first

aquadrons were prevented by smoke and dust froa spotting the signal

flarea, whila the seoond wave was able to ma.
ke thea out.
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Perhaps it would have been propitious if the Gern aas theaaelves had

instituted "oourt martial" prooeedings against the allegedly "guilty par-

t i e s " i n lLa y 1940 ona e t hey r eoognf s ed t he f ur or , f anas d by pr opaganda,

whieh was opreading abroadl liowever, at that ti4e the findings of snah

a eourt would l  ve oonTinoed naither the eneqy nor the world publio. For

the world iaa at war!

It ia to be hoped that eome ftiiture historiaa ma rweigh  ustly the

problems of guilt and fate, unhanpered by 4nger or reeentmsnt, in order

  to arrive at the truth.

YI I . Co ,m  ,aa_
d

The euaaeee or failure of a taotiaal undertaking suah as a large-

eaale operation oan aake or break the reputation of the silitary oomnaader

in oharge. And this ie quite ae it should be. The traaeition fros "hurrah"

to "lynah hi " often hanga by a single thread.

Suaoess a lone 3,s deoioi.e. Aad it wae natural that the tangibls

- strate o sucaees of the air laading operation should fsr outshine ths 

taatioal failures whiah marked the course of the operation. For thres

whole days, the euaaess of the 4ation hung by a thread -- and a very thin

thread at that.

I t f a t he . i e s i on of h i s t or i a a l av a l u e.t i on t o d e aor i b s . i s t a k e • f r a nk-

ly, in order to prevent their reonrrence -- insofar as the present .orld
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is willing to learn from hietory.

In this partieular oaae, howeTer, onr ariticiaa does not affeot the

eommander of the overall vndertaking, Generaloberst Student, peroonally ;

in  isw of the eonditioas under whiah he had to operate, Student prepared

and aeoo tpliahed the air landing operation as best he aould . Our ariti-

aism ia direeted rather at the syste  of eommand in effeet at that tiae,

a syetem born of a number of differsnt ourreats of thought and influenoe.

In Seotion 3, I, of this Chapter, the ezaminatian of the "ohain of

aommaad and or¢aaisation of forces"
 

haa already gi.en rise
  1  oritieal•

rea arks whieh -- at that point -- were based only on the theoretioal

struoture of the ooamand organisation .

But the practioal ezeaution of the air landing operation ezoeedsd by

far the reaer.ations szpresaed in that ariticiam .

It oanaot be denied that, in the aatual aaoo plishment of the operation,

neither genuiae taotieal thinking nor etrategio planaing pl  rsd any real

•
part.

It ia trne that the body o ' esperience gained from tha employneat of

paratrooper 4ad air landing units during the previous oouras of the war

was nalatively saall; nevertheless, this esployaent had brought a certain

aaount of theoretical knowledge. lbove all it ehould have l.d to alear

reeognition of the faot that a tight eonoentratioa of all the eleaents

partieipatiag fa an air landing operation under a aingle, unified aoanand

was a 4ine qua non for ite suooeas.

26 - See Appendiz 42.
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Hvwev er , a s f e i ndi oa t ed by t he oha i n of aommand i n e f f eat on 10 l s y

1940, this requirenent was not given requisite oonsideration.

The identifioation of aommanding general and division aoaamander in one

per s on - - and t hi s i n a s i tuat i on i n whi ch nef t her command poet was ade-

quately equipped with eignal coamuniaatioas facilities for the traaw isofoa

of ordar e - - r s   l t ed i n t he el i ®i nat l on of t he eom  ,ndi ng gensral a . auoh

on the very first day. ConsequentlT, in his remaining aapaaity aa divi.ion

eomaander, his influenoe was limited to the tactiaal units operating in

the area .hose aotivity he aould follow pereonall , in other words in an
'

area in whieh he himself might be aomrauding a aumber of battalioas. But

this was not reall  his i1Q.ion.

Idsally the commanding general ehould have had hia oomaand post in

the rsar, eo that he could direct the operatioas of his two air landing

divisiona at long range, while direotiag the employmeat of his flying

unita, both "air asoault" and "air cover" unita, at short range, depsnding

•
upoa the developnents in the air and ground aituation.

Onae the ground aituation ia the enemy territory had been clarified,

thsn would have beea the tine to .o e the command post responaible for

averall operatioaal ordero forward iato the opsrational area.

But in aqy ewent, one prerequisite for effective oomnand both at long

and at ahort range is adequate eosmuniaations faci ities (in thir oase,

radio and airaraft), not only for the aomoand eleaent (the oorpa) but also

for the fighting
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troop•  divisions). The obvious lack of a com.muniaations systen aapabls

of ftuiotioning smoothly under all conditioas aeant that the air landin 

operation had to get alon  without a unified and ti htly-knit oo  and fro,

the very beginnfag.

If the eom aanding general  ae to be responeible for direotiz  the

early stage• of the operation from the resr, then it was all thm sore ii-

portant that the 7th dir Divisioa, out in froat, ahould havs had its o.n

aoasaader and operations staff.

If, however, the aommandind geaeral ahould decide to direat operations
•

fro  the advanae position -- as wae the case in Holland -- then an ener e-

tia depaty, araed with adequate authority, wae urgently needed in the raar

in order to redulate the eaployment of the air assault units and air aover

unit• 1a aoaordanae with the plaaa and direations of the aoomandind  ene-

ral and, above all, to sohedule the aoamit.ent of the air traaoport unito

in brin ing up troops and supplies.

•
DTot a si n  l e one of t he se r equi r e. ent e was vet by t hs oom. a ad sys t es

aatually uaed. gor was there an r way in whioh their laak aould be oor

psnaat.d for by improvisation.

It is easily understandabls from both th. huaaan and military points

of view that Ganeral Student should have wiahed to taite over the taatioal

aoeuasnd at the "front" -- whiah he aarried out with e=e,plsry persoaal

initiative. But the result was that, by so doind, he eliainated hia elf'

as atrate io oommander of the operation
 

.

2? - The .oathorle  iews in this connection are substantiated, though some-

what aore oautiously, by Feldmarachall Kesselrin  (op. ait., pags 72),

•t that ti®e aommander in ohief of the Secoad  ir Fleet.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

   
123

L fY rthsr inevitable reeult was that the 3eaond  ir Fleet, as superior

headquarters, was foraed to intervene nore and .ore ia the detailed oonduot

of the air landin  operation, iithout bein  adequstely oriented on the de-

tailed developments at the scene of action and witlaaut always bein  in a

position to intervene effeetively . By the time the Seaond Air Fleet inter-

.ened in the "8otterdaa at'fair", it was already too lata.

8eviewin  the aituation critieally, one eores to ths eonelusioa that

the aomsaad syete= broke down in the caee of the air ls,ndin  ia $olland,

not beaause of personal insdequaey but because of the obvious defects in
•

the command organisation itself.

It bas proved to bs one of' the prerequieites for the proper donduet

of an air landin  operation that the oYfioer in eharge be fsrmiliar with

the methods of eaploy.ent of both the   ed forces branchee inTOlTed.

This prerequieite was fully zet in the ease of General Studeet.

In ths lower eohelons, howeTer, this was not always the eaas! The

•
7 t h di r Di  ri s i on ( i nal u di ng t he Ar n y ' s 16 t h I nf 'Qnt ry 8 edi ment ) had beo oa e

aecuetomed to workin  with the aotiTe air transport uaits of the Luftwaffe,

and the aoordination bet.een these two elements funetioned s.oothly.

In the aase of the Jr y's 22d Infantry Division (Air Landin ), the

situation .as considerably less favorable; the re iseats or this Division

had aot been given adequate trainin  or practiee to fit them Yor their

role as an air landing forae. And the 2d Speeis.l Duty Bowber liin , aoeigned

to provide air tranoport serniees for the 22d Infantry Division, had
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hsd 3ust as little trainir  and praotiae. The Special Dutq t ind was aade

up of aircraft and arew8 reoruited at the last ainnte froa the pilot

trainiag sohools and the Lufthansa. It had hs d ao praotioe wha.tsoever

desi nad to fit it for its aissioa, and was entirely without aq  point

of oontact with its "paasengers". No aatter how efficisnt and ezperienoed

the ao nmanders aad the pilots of the Win  were, and how ready for actioa

and well-preps .re
d for taetical  round operations the   y 'a air landin 

units were, the differeace between the results aahieved by the 7th lir

r M vision and those aohieved by the 22d h lfantry Division (lir Lan ina)

was undonbtedly dus ia dreat part to the faat that the two divisions .ere

fh
.n
damentally different in respeat to their previous trainin  and e=per-

ienae.

dnd th s in turn iaplies the requireaent thst the afr traasport units

and the Qround operation units to be transported  aust re resent a sindle

entity, a.n entity which oaa develop only as a result of lon  ooordination.
•

1( oreover e erienoe has ehown that the air transport unit• aast bs auie  zp

subordinats to ths taatieal eom.ander of the  round operation for the

duration of their 3oint aotion.

Thi s pr e suppo se s t hat t he t aot i aal aoa a.  z der s of t he   round oper at i on

sust be so well traiaed in "air foroe 4atters" tha.t they are thoroudhly

faailiar with the conditions  overning the eaployment of flyin  uaits,

evea when the latter are participatin  in an air transport aetioa only.

As we have indiaated, these prsrequisitea were met in the oasdaf ,r

General Student; in the eu e of the oo  ander of the 22d Infantry Divi-

sion -- through no fault if hie own, they were not.

•
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Our oritieiea so far has been direated againat the cocnaiand systei

and has been reetrioted to the organi$ational and funotional defeato

whiah influenoed the prepeation and aaconpliebment of the air landind oper-

ation . Any atteapt to investi ̂ate tactioal errore would  o far beyond

the bounda of thie study.

8evertheless, as hae already been atatsd -- auccess is deeisi e.

And in spite of all the defeate in tactical leadership, a •trate io suo-

oees wae aohieved. This  as dne less to effsoti4e leaderehip than to

the fighting troops themeelTee, who desonstrated a hi h degree of oourage

•
and indoaitable ix  enuity in on-the-spot iaprovia4tion . Their behavior

ia all the aore adairable in view of the fact that only a fraotion of

the foroe ori$inally elated for e.ployaent aotually arri.ed in the area

of operation.

7
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But apart from this,  he basic presise of all effeetive leaderahip

is the s  saooth funetioning of the techaical, i.e. signal coamunications,

channels vf command. In thie respect, too, aa we have mentioaed before,

the differenee in the equipment and traininQ of the two divisions rssulted

in a situation in which the 22d Infantry Division was at a disadvanta e.

It is oae last prerequisite for effectiTe eonduct of the operatioa

that the preliminary reeonnsisaanoe of potential air landin  areae aoust

r
be so 4caurate th,at fli ht .ishaps due to purely technioal facto,ts are --

to all intente aad purpoees -- eliainated entirely. The 7th  ir Divisioni
hed 4t fts disposal a thoroughly suitable landing area (Waalhavea), des-

pite the faet that ene y interferenea had to be anticipated. The 22d

Infantry Diviaion, on the other haz d, was dietributed over three separate

landing points, all of which were to prove tdtally unauitable as landin 

fields for large and heavily laden aircraft.

Ia thia Qaee, however, the blame eannot be placed upon ths troop-

•
level commandere, bnt auat be assigned to the top-level oommand reeponeible

for the lon -range preparation of an operation on such lss e saale. There

oan be no doubt that the top-leTel comn4nd was  uilty of siae of both

o.ission aa well as commi.se
ion . On the other hand, sins of this type

eaa ns.er be omitted entirely sinoe ao many of the faotora determinin 

the selection of a laading field are eubject to vsriation -- ease Qf ap-

proaah,  hioh often varies depending upon the seaaon of the year; the

ve etation eurrounding the ares; weather aonditioas; aad -- laat but

not leaet -- the activity of loeal enemy foroea.
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YIII. The Signifiaanae of the Initial Suoaess for ths Overall Operatioa

The faotors leading to the decision to oapture Holland haTe already

been disouBOed elsewhere. Ia w m.ary: either Hollaad would beaose aa

advaaoe Continental base for Great Britian's oonduot of operations, in

whioh oaee it would repreeent a grave threat to the highly .alnerable

$uhr District, Gerraar q's vital nerve; or Holland would be integrated

into the Geraian operational aamp, in .hiah eaoe it won ld provide not

only a shield for the Buhr Distriot but alao a base froa whioh Geraar y

aould oarry the
 
air offensive to the British Islas and, attaoking froa•

t he nvr t hern f l ank , t o   'r anae .

Ger mar y ' s a i l i t arf l eader s ahos e t he s eaond of t he s e t wo al t ernat i ve a .

The only problem whiah renained to be eolTed was  ust how the Duitoh for-

tress oould and should be taken aost rapidly and hsld aost ffraly.

6 purelT Ormy operation designed to oapture and oeoupy Holland,

whose terrain waa particularly favorable for defen$iYe operations, would

•
have re uired a great dsal oY tiae and oonsiderably stronger foreesq

than were at the dispoeal of the  iatively weak German Ei hteenth  r y .

A frontal attaok against a numerioally snperior enemy aould not have been

a.oided. The gaia in time  ould have favored the other side; a unified

air and grouad froat stretohing froa the Zu,yder
Zee to the l[aginot Line

would have beea aoaparatively easy to stabilise and hold.
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The air landing operation, on the vther hand, ruooeeded within three

deairive da rr ia aaptvring Fortrere Holland fro awithin, in tying down

a very atrong enemy foroe inride Holland, and in drawing off ulditional

e3 s qr foroea from the Frenah-Belgian assembly and operation$ area. Yore-

ower, the rnrprire and e w ck .hioh it oaua d had a deai.ively detrimental

effeot on the fighting aorale of all the Western powere. haatly, it

brought the vitally importaat north-aouth ooQanulioation. lineo firmly

into German hande. In sum.ary, the air lvnding aotion aohieTed the fol-

lowing resultes•

1} It wao the air landing operation which oade it poerible for the

German right offensive wing, the Eighteenth Arsy, to emerge riotorious

in graund operationr againat a nu.erieally auperior ene qt foroe in an

unezpeatedly rhort time.

2) The shoak to enemy sorale, ooupled nith the .ilitary   caa®s of

the air land.ing operation, paralysed the will to rerirt of the Datah

 
Ar y. Its oapitulatioa, whieh meant the elimination of a rtrong fightiag

foroe froo the Allied oamp, war a direot re+rult of the Gsraan landing.

An ent re Geredan army wa. freed for operation• elrewhere.

3) The air landing aotion oreated the prerequisite. for fwucther

trr<,y operatioa., in that it w  de poeoible the planning and ezsaution of

the lrrge-soale enairolement maneuver .hiah led to the battles of Flsnders

and Artois.

4) The oapture of the deairive north-oouth coamunioatioae routee

(the bridgee at l oerdijk, Dordrecht, and Botterdam) not only made
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these operationa posoible, but also aeaured a route for the vitally ispor-

tant traaeport of snpplies via E olland to the front liaes in Bel fua and

northern Franae.

5) As a result of the air landin  action, Iiolland's •ell-equtpped

network vf airfields (it Ta. only .ithin Fortress Holland itsslf that

thia network was rather thia} waa at the dispos4l of the Qsrsaa Lnftwaffe.

Thio was important aot onh r for the lster air offeasive a ain.t   land,

whioh had been planned fron the Tery beginning, but aloo for the aore ia-

nediate air support of the deoieion-seeking of'feneive a ainst Fraaae, soon
•

t o be l w noh ed.

1Pithout daabt, sucaess of aneh far-reaahin  strats ia oeope aa thia

 uetified the eaployment of a valusble aad unique "surprise weapon". The

results achieved even  ustifled the heavy losses in personnel and .ateriel.

It aust not be toraotten, however, that the loss in air traasport sapaoity

aade i t s el f f el t f or yea,r s af t er. ards .

_

.
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4. T
_
he dfr Landine Operation A ainat Fort Eben F  ael snd the BridQes over

the Albert Canal Faain  the Position of the German Sizth Ar y
28

Thie special operation had ao tactia4l aonneotion whateoever with the

4ir laadin  in Fortress Holland. rievertheleaa, the tTO undartakinds oup-

pleaented one aaother in the aohieveaent of a aoa  on strate io , oa1
 9

.

I f t he Ger man Si z t h Ar m r ohou l d be unab l e t o f or c e a r api d br e alc-

through through the Bel ian border fortifioationa liae betwesn l aastrioht

and Fort Eben Eaael, a terrain Thioh wa. eztreaely diffioult to tak. due

to the faat thst it wss so well auited to defensive operation., then it
•

enou h
would be unable to penetrate quieklyfinto the depths of the Belgian ope-

rational area to eontain the atron  Belgian force alrea.dy deployed there.

In turn, if the Sizth Army failed to aehieve this first .ission --

or managed to aahieve it only after soae delay, then the advanoe of the

Ei hteenth Arsyy into Fortrese Holland wauld be placed in  sopardy. This

.ould .ean the iaolation of the 4ir landin  operatioa, einoe there would

`
be no posaibility of ite bein  relieYed in time. In other wordo, it

would have to be oo.pletely abandoaed. And the Bel ian Ara y, reinforaed

in the aeantiae by the Andlo-Frenoh armiea from the Allied left  rin  ,

would have  ained the freedoa to operate. The potential effecta of a

development af thie kind

28 - In order to understand the material in this Bection, the reader should

have a nsp of the Ysaatrieht-Lie e area at hand. No epeeial aap has

been inaluded in thia study . For further deta,i
la, the reader fe re-

ferred to the napa oontained in the speeial study by Pissin.

29 - See the  ap ia Appendiz 43•
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on the oourse of the Geraan breakthrou h operation in the 4lddle defied

oont e. pl at i oa .

It wae to be the iiasion of the air laadinQ operstion, .hiah •sa

launohed direatly opposite the front of the Sizth Ar.pl, to saooth the

.aT, in other worde to enable the Sizth ArmT to brind a strin  foroe to

bear in a rapid breakthrou h throuQh the natural and maa-aade bordsr

fortifiaationa.

Aa we have seen in Sectioa 2 of this Chaptsr, thia aubordinate plan

hadL be en a par t of t he ov er a l l pl anni n. 
f or an ai r l andi n  oper at i on

!
f r om t h e v er y be  i ani n  , and i t . u not a f f eat ed by t he a aa c ,y s ub . e que nt

ahan es w .
de ia the overall plan.  s a result, deta.ile

d preparation of

the Eben  s sl action oould be oarried ou t on a long-ranee basis. The

initial eaccess of this operation, too, was based on the eurpriee faotor,

aoupled with the employnent of a aovpletely new oa abat iaetruaent -- the

frei ht  lidera as a transport fleet, and the "hollo. aharQe" as an

•
offeaeive weapon.

Here, a ain, we must refer to the special study on the employ0ent

of air landinQ forces
30 for aa evaluation of the prepu ation, ezeoution,

aad euacess of the operation. The gpeafal atudy containo detailed fa-

formation on the taatieal and technologieal aapecta of the action, and

there is no need to repeat this iaformatioa within the fraaework of

the preoent study . Onr t4sk here .ill be to preaent a brief aumaary of

i t s s f f ec t o .

Utili$in  a force   .
de up of fourteen infantry and two Pan$er divi-

sionB, the 31zth grn  waa to break throu h on both eides of Yu otricht

in order to areate the impression

30 - See the introduction to this atudy, footnote 3.
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that a point of aain effort on the Western front w4a being developed.

Etiverything depended upon the aahievement of a rapid Quaceas.

The aoat Qerioue obatacle to eu ah rapid suacees •ae Fort Eben P.ail,

whieh flanked the entire asaembly area of the Belgiaa forcee and which

represented the moet aodern point along the  rhole Belgiaa border fortifi-

oationa line. The Fort lay only a few .ilee south of the Dutoh city of

ldaaetriaht, high above the dlbert Canal, whioh -- both at thie point and

further north -- flowed through a deep-cut ahanael and thue repreaented

a difficult man-aade obetacle. 

It wae the taek of the a ir
landing operation to eliainate both of

theae obataelea in one surpriQe blow .  

This surprise blow was to be aceovplished by the Luftwaffe. The tezt

of ita iiseion was ahort and clear: "Capture of the brid es ovar the dl-

bert Csnal at Veldewe elt, Yroenhofen, and Canna, and the eli.m
ination of

Fort Eben Eoael as a eombat factor."

•
The commander of the Air Landing Corps, General Student, who had

been plaoed in oharge of the preparation and ooordinatioa of both air

laading operations, waa able to spare only 500 troope froa his paratrooper

units for the Eben F aael un.der
taking. Given the desiQnation Aa.ailt De-

taeh.ent Koah (Sturma.btei
lun  Koch), this group was tactieally, i.e. op.-

rationally subordinate to Qeneral von 8ichthofen'a VIII Air 4orps, whAOe

taek it wae to + upport the operatioas of the Sizth Ar qy.

If tha traditional ayetea of transporting paratroopers to their tsr-

get, i.e. b  msase of engine-propelled aircraft, .ere uaed, there would

be the
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dan er that the Bel ian brid e .entries near the border aidht be alarasd

in tiae to blow up the bridgee and that the garrisoa at Fort F 'ben   ael

ai ht haTe tiae to prepare fts defenses and thus be in a poaition ta in-

tervene in the operation. For this reason , Luftws ffe leadero had deoided

t o u t i l i s e no i s e l e a e f r e i gh t   l i der s a e t h e me an s of t r anepor t . Af t er

bein  towed for a short diatanae, they oould be releaaed  ust before the

border, to aontinue the r  liding fli ht to the tar st area, aoiosle.vly

and -  under ao4er of darkness or dusk -- also invisibly .

Thaa ks
to the .onths of oareftiil work in whioh the aation was rehearssd

•

in all ita details, it   ooeeded in nearly all respeat..

The bridQes at Yeldswe$elt and Vroenhofen fell into the hand• oi the

paratrooper foroe ao.plately unda.a ed; during the eourse of the battle

to oapture thoae at Canne, however, the Bel ians sana ed to blow thea np.

Fort Eben   ael was aeieed froa the air by the aassult gronp Witsi 

(Stur. ruppe Witei ), .hich eonsieted of only ei hty-three aen, and by

i dint of heavy fi htin , the assault droup was able to hold the Qurfaoe

inatallations of the Fort. The new hollow aharge ezploeive a  unition

sucaeedsd in eliainating the dun towers and obesrvation poste of the For it

froa without. Early in the aorning on 11 l[ay, the paratroopsrs were re-

lieTed -- in a situation which had beaoae eritioal in the aeantiae -- by

advanoe Lray elements. The 1,200 troops whieh made up the  arrisoa of ths

Fort, after having been held at bay for t enty-four hour8 by eighty Geraan

paratroopers, surrsndered.
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By aeaas of alaoot ideally ooordiaated operatioae by the  ,rs y and the

I ft.affe -- the attaoks carried out by the YIII Air Corp. aade s valnable

aontribution to the suacess of the undertakin  -- Fort Eben Paael, henm

out of natural roak and hithsrto aonaidered unaseailable, had been taksn;

it no lon er repreAented a threat to the ad.aaoe of the Si cth Ar y ovsr

t he t  ro oaptvured br i c  e s l y i ng t o t he aor t h of i t .

The diTisions of the 31zth Arwy .ere able to peaetrate into the depths

of the Bel iaa operational area, and the aouthern flaak of the Ei htesath

• Aray .as seaured, so that the 9th Pauaer Di.ision oould advanoe to relieve

the Air Laadin  Corpo. In additioa, the northern flank of Ariqy Gronp  

.aa secured againat attao]c froa the north, ao that it could prooeed with

its deoiaion-eeekiag operationa.

The oonditione required for the suooeas of the air laadin  operatioa

in Fortress Holland and of the operation as a  rhole had beea areated.
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