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Postscri t and Supplement

The author had 3ust ooapleted the ahspter dealine with "air landins

operations within the fra.ework of Operation YELLO " when he aaae aoross

aertain doanaents whoah 4eea to be so sidnifio.nt for the fub eat under

diaansaion as to warrant, in faat even tm neaesaitate, a postsaript and

thu s a supplement to the chapter.

Thia new iaformation hae been or anized into the followin  aeators,

so that it aan be rea
 
ily iategrated into the ori inal te=t:

1) The Strate ia Neceesity of Oaoupying Hollaad froa    oint of
•

Qi ew of t he Ai r War

At  he beQinning of Chapter V , Part I, of thie etudy on the of-

fensive in the Weat, in the seotion dealing iith the "det ensiTe attitude

to.ard• offensive planninQ in Oatober 1939"  we have already eaphasized

how deai.ive the viewpiinta of air strategy were in oonneation .ith the

f i a a l deo i ai on f or an of f ens i v e i n t he   fe s t .

 
Both defensive aspeat. (the defense of the Buhr Distriat) and offensivs

aspeats (the ereation of a baae for the conduct of the air offenaive adainst

Sn land} aontributed to the neoessity for an air war oarried ont in ao-

aordanoe .ith the principles of air atrategy . The aapturs of Hollaad by

the drqy was a prerequisite for the aahieveaent of both the  oal• aen-

tioned aboTe. lt the beginninQ of the last Chapter, we disouased briefly

the offensive a®peats whiah aade the oeoupation of Holland appe.r neaeo-

sary .
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Quite unezpeatedly, the thinkin  of the author has no. been substan-

tiated by the Fiihrer Deaision ooatained in a letter datin  fro• Ootober

1939 froa the  lehraacht High Comnand to the Hidh Comnando of all three

ser.ioe branohea
3l
.

Daring the firat phaoe of preparation for 6peration YELLO  , the dr y

Hi h Coma rnd apparently ezpressed aert in reservationa with reapeat to

the inalu.ion of Holland in the o.erall operation.
(The tezt of the draCr

aomw niaation to the Wehrmacht Hidh Commsnd ia not availabls.
) Deciaive

in the attitude adopted by the Wehs  aaht Hi h Comnand is the faot that

•

the ocau ation of Holland was deterained to be aeceesu "ezalusivelyP  

fron the point of view of air •trate y , althon h both the lr y and the

Ravy are not uninterested in the Qain in enee,y
territor r thereby repre-

aented".

2) The Plannin¢ for the Enplos ent of Air Landin  Foraes in the l est

The planning for the enploynent of air landin  foraes in the l ent

- has been discuesed in Seotion 2 of this Chapter; the reader i• also re-

ferred to the .ap aontained in lppendiz 41, "A 8chenatia plaa of the air

laadin  operstions aarz•ied out within the framework of the offenaise in

t h e We s t ".

4a the baaia of the new information whiah has oone to light, ous

diaauesioa aan be ezpended to inolude a new idea evolTed b  Hitler . The

 iihrer Deaiaion mentioned above aontained inatruotiono to the effeot that

Luf t waf f e l e 4de r s dwul i i mre s t i   at e t h e po as i bi l i t y d an a,
i r l andi n  on

the islaad of  falaheren, with a  riew to seisin; the harbor of Ylisain en

dur i n  t h e f i r at da,y of

31 - See Oppendiz 46.
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•

the offensive. Hitler'a iastructions provided for an alternative, i.e.

.hether to aocept thia definitely defined offenaive target or soae other

tu get (to be anggeeted, toQether with the plaa for ita capture). The

alternate target waa to be "aome other island in southern Holland whioh

would offer an espeeially valusble base for the aanduat of Gsraan navsl

or air operationa".

We have no informstion regarding the reaation of the Com.ander in

Chi ef of t he Lnf twaf f e t o t hi s ougge at i on . Pre eumabl y i t waa aega  t i c e ,

e rioe there were no preparationa .ade for auch an undertaking.
•

I eo t i on wi t h t he or ds r a i asu ed b t h e Wehr a ae ht Hi Qh Co . a m d32
,n conn Y

it ia intersotin.g
ta nots thst theT aention all the vu fouo plan• for

air laading operationa  rhioh have been discuaeed in thia Chapter, i.e.

"G" (-Ghent), "Dinant", and "Sedan".

Thua, at thia atage of the planning, all four posaibilities wers

ta] en into aonaideration, the other three, ho.ever, only ia the e.ent tbst

• the Ghent sation should prove to be iapraatioable for anry one of the rear

aon. aentioned under Paragraph 1 of the Wehr.aoht High Command osder .

Jt that tiae, the Ghent operation wao atill very auoh ia the foreground;

neverthelesa, the other thrae plans -- which were to oaaupy the foreground

in turn prior to the final dsaiafon on 10 January 1940 -- were alrea+dy

fairlp aleu in their basia outlineo.

It eeeaa rather reaarkable that an air landing in Holland .hould

have been conaidered ao a pooeibilit  at thia early date at all. The

air landing in For= Holland, ot aourae, did aot eater the pioture

until after 10 January 1940, at .hich tiae preparationa for it were be-

  •

32 - See Appendiz 47.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

   
138

Ao regardo the reaoona behind the seleotion of the ioland of Wal-

eheren, whioh -- etretchin  froa eaot to weot -- liee abont 137 .ileo

weat of the $hine and ie Holland'o western.ort point, the ahoiae would

eeem to hsve been deterained not eo .uch by overall strate fa faotore

ao by the thaught that it would be valuable for looally-aentersd tacti-

cal operationa. It io diffiault to eee ho. thia aidht have besn the maee

ao f ar a o g r qY pper at i on s wer e eoa ae rned ; a a r e   aar ds t he Laf t  raf f e and

the Navy, it i. ooncsiiable that the island ai ht haie offered a neef il.

baoe of operations for soaetive in the future. On the other hsnd, the
•

idea aay hawe been baoed on aothin  .ore than the deoirs to prevent the

Britiah froa takin  the ialand and utilizin  ite harbor.

All in all, it oeeas to be rather Utopian to ezpeot the 7th Air

Di v i s i on t o l eap i n t o t he br e aoh on t h e f i r s t day o f t he of f ea oi   e a .

one of the "poaeible substitute operations for the Ghent action", naaely

iri the e.ent that the 91=th dr  r ahould fail in its breakthron h atteapt

  north of Lie e. Under these oiron.etancea, it .iQht bs a aatter of hours

before the offieers in oharde of the opsration oould arrive at an aaan-

rate e.aluation of ita prospecta of sueceos and, in the event of ax  ad-

veree e.aluation , ds.elop a nat plan . Additional tiae would elapse before

the aeaesaary orders could be Qiven, even if a tiae-aavin  eode had been

previoualy prepared. Thus there .a,  a very real danger that the alter-

nate operation mi ht  et off to a very late atart (it muat be reieabered

that it  rae winter and that rioibility waa ¢ood only until 1700 st the

lateot!), even if the troops involved
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wer e oar ef ul l y pr epar ed i'or t he pot ent i s.l nees e ,  i t y of aas ryi n  out one

of the alternate operations.

3) 8otterds.a
is Boabsd

This is the title of Seotion 3, YI of this Chapter, ia whiah the

anthor prssentsd his own evaluation of the "8otterdaa at'fair" fro  the

point of view of the ailitary san.

We are now in a porition to supple.ent thia by the point oY view of

the le al azpert (Dr. h'berhard Spetaler), which appeared in the fora of

an artiole in the Au  st 1956 nu.ber of the "Wehr.issensehsftliohs Rund-
•

eohau" (ldilitary Soienos Snrvey) under the title "Dsr We  zur Lnftsehlaeht

na   land in krie;ereahtlicher Bedeutun " (The  speots of 1[ilits  r Law

Pertaining to Gern4a  'o Preparations for the Battle of Britsia)
3 

.

Dr. Spet$ler's deeoription of ailitary eveats confor®a subotantially

with that  i.ven by the author in this Chapbr. The aiaor point• ia ihioh

the two  ooouat4 diffsr (aa, for ezaaple, the strenQth of the aseault

• foroe) are in aqy eare irrelevant to aa evaluation of the affair aa a

whol e .

33 - See Appendiz 44•
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OHAPTEfl Y

The Ea   l o3rmen t o f t he Cl o s e - 3upuor t Uni t s o f t h s
 

YIII Air Corpo
l

ls had alao been the oaoe duM ng the oaapaign in Poland in 1939  the

direat support of Ar ,y operations b, aesao of intervention fro. the air

wa ,  , f r o. t he v er y bs g i nni ng , on e of t he pr i n ary n i s e i ons of t he s t r at eg i a

air .ar in the West. Aad thia .i.eion beaane progressively anre iaportant

a s t he Luf t wa t f e a anag s d t o s e i s e an d t o u i n t ai n ai r . uper i or i t y , t o be  i n

• with , and finally air supre.aoy. Onoe this goal had bsen aahieved -- and

a o a mat t er of f a c t i t   aoh i er ed by t he c l o oe of t he f i f t h day of ope-

ratioao -- thea both direct and indirect support of grouad operatioso

beaaae the .oat urgent ais.ion of all the Luftwaffe units involved 1n the

.trategia a.ir war.

1 - The saterial in thi. Chapter ia based pri.arily o  t.o reports by

forser .embers of the staff of the YIII Air Corpo: 1) "YIII.  'liegsr-•
korps is Fran.kreiah

feld  " (The YIII  ir Corpa and Lhe Campaign in

France), aoapiled by Colonel a.D. Hans Yilheln Deiahnann {then adju-

tant attaahed to the Headquarters, YIII Air Corps) on the bari. of

f r a  aent s f r om t ha War Di ar y of t he He adquar t er a , I I I   .i .r
Cor p .

;
and

the notes of the Comm.nding Qeaeral, Geaeral Dr. Ing. Freiherr von

Hiehthofen; and 2) "Das YIII Fliegerkorps im  iestfsldzug 1940" (The

YIII Air Corps ia the Ca rpaign in the West, 1940}, 26 epril 1953r a

report by Gsneral der Flieger a.D. Seideaann, former Chiet of the

General Staff of the YIII Air Corps. Both sources u e aontained in

the Karlsruhe Doeument Collection. Deichaann'• report would seea to

be the aore reliable of the t*o sinee it is baaed in part on original

documents.  fhenever the two aaaounts differ on signifioant point.,

thio is aoted in the te=t of the present study .

+ - Tranalator'e  iote: Shouldn't this be YIII Air Corps instead of III

 ir Corps?
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There was one ezcaption to this general rule. Froa the very first day

of ope r a t i on s on , t h e YI I I Ai r Cor p s ( t he Lu f t wa f f e ' s on l y ol o s e -  ruppor t

aorps) was 4ssigned ezclusively to the direet support of Ar y   round operar

tioao -- as had been the asRe in Poland ss well. The aap aoatained in Ap-

pendiz 38 indioateo its initial operstional area and outlines its first

.  i ssi ona.

For the reasons listed beloi, the account of the employ ent of the

VIII Air Corpe ean well be abatraated from the account of the esploymeat

• of the Luftwaffe as a whole and deserves to be ezamined separately in a

special  hapter.

1) The aisaioa of the YTII Air Corps remained fundamentally the same

throughout the entire covr ee of the offensive.

2) In accords ,ace  rith ita targets, th e YIII 1ir Corps was aonsistently

enployed "far to the rear", i.e.  ust short of the  erman front line.

3) The take-off fielde utilized by the YIII Air Corps wsre relatively

•
"up front", in coaparison with the grouad organization servi.ng

the strate-

gic air arm.

4) The YIII Air Corps was e.ployed in operatione closel  eoordinated

with the commaad headqus.rters of the 9r  r units involved; they had alao.t

no conneotion with the goals of the strategic air ar r.

The eztrenely valuable part pl  red by the YIII Air Corpa in Poland,

where it was under the command of the Special Duty Air Commsnder (Flieges-

fiihrer z.b.Y .
) and subordinate to the Fourth Air Fleet in the southera area

of operations,
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haa been desaribed in detail in the etua  "Der Polenfeld  1939" (The

Caapaign in Poland, 1939)•

The YIII Air Corps was deployed in the iNest in nearly the sase for.

whieh it had had at the end of the aampaiQn in Poland under the Speaial

Duty Air Commander . For its first sisaions within the framework of the

of f en ai v e i n t he We s t , i t wa s a s ai   ne d t o ai r f i e l ds i n t h e Duf ebur d- lHin chen-

Gl adba ch- Di r en- Co l oe ne- DCs s e l dor f - l iil he i v 4r e a .

Appendiz 48 shows the organiaation of the YIII Air Corps as of 10 l(ay

19402, and also iadioates the take-off fields aasi ned for the esrly .ia-•

siona and the operational strendth of the participatin  units. Tha Corps

had at its disposal approziaately 450 coIDbat aircraft (not includin  re-

aonnaissance and transport aircraft).

De s pi t e t he undeni ab l e e f f e a t i v ene s s of t he sy s t e . u s ed i n t he oaa ps i   n

in Pols.nd
(the  rouping of the real cloae-aupport units -- dive-bosber,

 rround-oupport, and sindle-en ine fi hter units -- into a 8inele or  nisat-

•
ionsl entity with unified oommand in the  eraon of a single "close-snpport

aommander" (Nahkampffiihrer)), a  lance at the or ar  z4tional struotire of

the Corpa aa of 10 May reveals that the i proveaents indieated as desirable

dur i nS t h e Po l i sh e aa4pai   n ha d no t be en put i nt o et'f e ot f or t he o f f en s i Te

in the West. The nw rber of dive-bonber units had been inareseed only

slightl  in the interia ; and the sin le ground-support droup, whiah had

rendered ouch e=smplary eerriae in Poland, was still the only one of ito

kindl Moreover, the aowposition of the unite, in point of nuaber and type

o f ai r cr 4f t , r e aa i n ed unoha nded .

2 - The "Special Duty Air Commander" of the Polish asmpaign had been re-

desi nnated the "8th lir Division" on 1 October 1939 and reordanised

into the YIII Air Corps on 10 Ootober 1939. Since 20 Oatober 1939

it had been aubordinate to the Seeond Ai
.r

Fleet.
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We aan do no ,ore than aite this faet. It seems all the nore inoom-

pr ehen s i b l e i n v i ew of t he f ao t t ha t Luf t w4f f e l eader s had de oi  l ed t o r e-

peat the "secret of suocess" applied in Poland -- nately the provision of

inten8ive sir support for  raiy operations in an area of aain effort. There

is no inforaation available which ai ht serve to e=plain  rby the offiae of

the Cosmander in Chief of the Luftwal fs ne leated to stren then the orgaai-

aation of the cloae-support units. It is equally unolear w2 y a lon  ran e

boabsr win  (the 77th Boober Win ) ahould have been made a part of the

close-support force. One oan only w roise that this may haie been a hold-
•

over fros the aam ai in Poland thus sanctioned b au stoa or thst itP     Y  

nay have been the result of the well-known tendenay of the Com.andind Gene-

ral to conduot hie o rn private war
3
.

Froa the point of view of trafninQ, however, the e=perienas.  a,ined

durin  the eampai n in Poland had been applied ftiilly durin  the intervenin 

tontha. The units of the YIII Air Corps, Still equipped with the sate

• aircraft aodels ae they had used in Poland, had been peraitted to resain

at their hove airfielde for refresher trainin  from the tive of their

transfar to the  Iest until the beQinning of November. Thia repreoented

a   r e a t adv aa t a  e ov er t he ma,j or i t y o f t h e Luf t waf f e ' s ao t i v e f l y i n  uni t s ,

whieh were dranted far less tiue for trainin  actigity in between assi n-

 ent .

3 - As a matter oY fact, the superior coa a and fell baek dn this boaber win 

repeatedly, withdrawin  it froa the 9III Air Corpa and aommittin  it ia

l on  r ang e bo nb er mi s 8i on s . The f i r s t o o c 4 s i on wa s on t he s e oond da, r o f

the offensive, when the 77th Bovber  ing was dade subordinate to the

IY Air Corpa.
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Thua the unita of the YIII Air Corpa had been brou. 
ht to the hidheat

poaaible le.el of operational readineaa in teraa of tactiaa, peraonnel, aad

trainin  . Above all, their future eoordinated operationa with lar e ar-

 .ored unita hrd been oovered thoroudhlg, both in theoretioal di®ouseions

and in practioal rehearaala.

8everthelesa (and this Rae true of the entire Luftwazfe), each indi-

vidual ai$aioa wae diaturbed, aad indeed 3eopardised, bg the aeoessity for

IDaintainind oon.tant operational readinesa. The conatant chan es in the

preliainary preparationa to be aade for each miaaion, in the ahain of ooa-

•

aaad, and in the alaost daily alterationa in ori inal plana; the aonatant

requiaitionin  of per.onnel aad materiel for new uait aotivationa -- all

of the.e "interventiona froa above" aerved to keep both offioers and

troop. in a atate of peraanent uneaaiaess
4
. '

 . a reault of the ezperienoe  aiaed durind the aa oopai n in Poland,

oertain tsohniaal innovation. had been introduoed . The diTe-bo.bsr.

(Ju-87) had been fitted with ao-called .hiatlind propellera, lnatsllsd•

aloa  the win a or oa the undsraarria e, .rhiah eaitted a ho rlin  nois•

whea the airaraft waa ia diTe. Ia addition, the boaba theaaelves wsre

fitted with autoaatiaallg functionine "whiatlea" (Heulpfeifen). Luftwaffe

leadera asQUmsd -- and, s. it Qoon turned out, quite accurat lg -- that

these deviaes would have a atroaQ detriaehtal effeot on the .orsla of

the  round troopa under attack . For the boabardaent of atationarg tar et.

  oh aa bunkera, fortifiaationa, warahipa, etc., 2,250-1b. boaba with

a,raor-piero
in  head and snppleasntal rooket propulaioa had been deviaed

4 - The reader is referred to Chapter I,   Prefaee to the Caapai¢n in the

 eat.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

 •
145

for pin-point bombard.ent by the di e-bomber..

praotioe msaeu4er. ha,d been held mith the Army , with the so-oalled

Te.t Seation (Yersuah.abteilun 
) at Friedrichshafen a. •ell as with the

  ntiairoraft Artillery Battnlion  ldin sr . l[ost important, the sir landind

aation. a ainat port Pben   el aad a einst the brid e• over the  lbsrt

Canal had been rehearsed repeatedly, both theoretiaally -- at ths .and-

tabls -- and praotically -- at a troop naneuver area. In both oaaes, the

eonditiona at the aatusl tas et had been imitsted ezactly a n
d in detail.

The si aal oom®unloations and reportind sy.tess had been te.ted adain

•

mad ain in every detafl. Idoreover, oom  a.n
iastiona unit• (Naohr•Yerbin- 

dun rtrupps) had been or  nised and equipped with the moat modern radio

tslephoae devioer, in order to duarantee s.ooth ooordination between the

lir Corpa and the dround forae..

In order to rouad out thi• brief w   narY of the period of preparation

for the w edertakind, Re ma.t add a few words oonaernin  the ooordination

_ iith the   durinQ thio Period,

The . cua ae as aohi ev e d by t he Luf t   ei f e i n t h e aat pa i   a i n Po l and , and

l at er i a g orwa,T, had ear ned f u l l r e oo  ni t i on f r om t he dr   Y a  , i n   me

quar t er s ar  r* aT , ev en i t a e r a t i t ude . 8 nd now t he Ar q r s z pe c t ed . os t h i nQ

apsaial in the .ay of dsai.ive Luftwaffe .apport for it. operatioa  in the

 e.t. In aontrast to the attitude prevailin  durin  the oe apaidn ia Poland,

the JLs  y'. re rdine.. to partiaipate in  oint operations h4d beaoie, on the

whole, muoh dreatar.
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But there were .till ezception., and preoiaely durin  the preparationa of

the YIII  ir Corpe for it. ni.sion of .upportin  the operstion. of the Sizth

   y , thers •ere repeated inrtanae• of inaoaprehenaible heeitation, if not

re.erve aad diatru.t, on the part of the drvy to aaaept the iatention. and

plans worked out by the Luftw4ffs. For ezaspie, the Sizth Ars  aaintained

e,u eztre.ely reaerved attitude towards the planned air laadin  direetly

oppooite its front line, 4nd even refh sed to ass  e re.poneibility for

pr or i di n  ar t i l l er y s nppor t f or t he Luf t waf f e ba t t o.l i on a whi eh t er e t o be

ls,nde
d fro® the air .

(The Sizth Ar Y 's refuaal to ooopsrate ia this re-

•

e i t neae s s f or t he Luf t waf f s t o br i r,  up i t o a. n ar t i l l ery
sps ot aad   'Y

unit, i.e. the Antiairaraft irtillery Battaiion Aldineer, Thiah wu of

nized aonpo.ition.
) "The 3izth  ray   sp1 4Yed a rather renarkable laak of

interest in this 41r landi.n  operatioa".
5

At t i t ude a o f t h i s k i nd on t he par t of t h e Ar   T s ad e t hs Luf t waf f e ' e

preliainary work very diffioult. They  rere not typiaal of the sntir• gs y,

ho rev s r . Fr on t he v er y be di nni n  , f or ez a a pl e , t he YZI I 9i r Cor p . f auad
•

understandin  and a readinss. to oooperate in the   r'a eraored unit.,

e.peoially the Panzer Group von Kleiat (PanzerQruppa .on Kleist); thus

aoti e ooordination and  oint plannin6  aere poa ible with these units.

On t he b4 s i a of t hi s t  inda aent ea s t t i t ude , t he t wo f or a e s dev e l oped a

  ooth and haraonioua aethod of aoordination in their ezploysent whiah

la.ted until the very end of the aanpai n.

The differenoe in the attitude of the youn  araored unit. 4nd of the

rest of the Lroy towards the LuftTaffe •as uadoubtedly due prioarily to

the differeaae  n personality of the offiaera aonasrned. In any oase, the

ezperienae of the YIII Air Corp. .  s that the qualitieo inherent in the

thinkin  of Luftwaffe leadero (the tendenoy towards fa.r-s
idhted plannin ,

towards thinkin  in terss of eztensive  eo raphic areas, and towards the
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•

d .rin  erploitation of operation ,l chancea)

5 - Seidemann, op. cit.

•

•
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.ere reflected fn a si.ilar m.,nner of thinkin  on the part of the Pan$er

unit comaander., who had out rown the earthbouad, loeally-lisited thinkin 

of the trsditional Ar y leader..

The oo.bat ais.ion of the YIII Air Corps durin  the early sta e. of

the offeasive w4. clearly delineated: operatin; alon  the left tinQ of

Arvy Group B (and thuo, at the same time, a1on  the left win  of the 3econd

Air Fleet , the Corps waa to prepare and support the breakthroueh actioa

o f t he 31 rt h Ar a y t hr ou   h t he ez t r ea e l y s t r on  bo rder f or t i f i c at i on a be-

t we en l[a,a.e t r i c ht and Li e   e . Wi t h i a t he f r aa ework of t h i . ov er al l s i as i oa ,
.

,speaial eophasie wae to be acaorded the prepsration and ezeaution of the

a1r landin  oper4tion directed a ainst Fort Eben E.ael and againet the

brid es over the  lbert Can..
l.

Chapters III and IY have already  iven us a general idea of  uet hotr

the YIII 6ir Corps ftiilfilled it. aission on the firet day of the offensive.

At that st  e of operations, there was no way of tellin  how lon  the Corpr

.
• would still be needed to eupport the breakthrou h action of the 31zth Aray

and its advanee into Beld3va.

Thare is another question .hieh -- for the preeent at least -- iust

remain open, naately whether or not the etratedic planning of the Commander

i n Chi e f of t ha Luf t waf f e had env i . i oned t he ear l y t r an$f er of t he Co rp•

i a t o t he eombat or e a at t he mi.ddl e of t he f r ont ( t he Qa ene of t he mai n   rqy

action, i.e. the breakthrough operation), whioh wa. beinQ held by lra 

Group  , with the Fuuth and 8lzteenth Arr̀ies and the Pan$er Group von gleist.

aotually, •
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thi. etep would haYe been thorou hl,y in keepin  with the requireaeat that

a olearly-delineated point of aain effort be eatabliahed alon  the deai-

.ive front -- in thie aaee, "the breakthrou h in the eenter".

I n at y ev ent , one f a at i . o er t ai n - - t ha t dur i n  t h e f i r . t ei Qht day .

of t he of f ea ai v e , t ha empl oya en t of t h e YI I I Ai r Cor po • a 4 onb  e a t t o oon-

at ant v ar i s t l on , and t hs t i t wa s v ery s oon   i v en doubl s a i a i oa s t o f tiil -

fill, i.e. it was aooidned to aupport the lsft wind of oraT araap B and

the ri ht wia  of Arm y araup   , either siaultaneou sly or slternatelT, with-

out an  ord.r.' having bsen  ivsn for a fundaaental ahsn e in the ahain
•

of c ou a ad or f or a a odi f i oat i on of t he or i e i na l a i e s i on . Oa e i . t ea pt s d ,

aetaphoriaally apsakin , to equ.a
te the esployment of the YIII Air Corps

dur i n  t he e ar l  r . t a  e s of t he o f f en s i v e wi t h t ha t of a f i r e br i   ade - -

it ws• thrown into aation iherever "fire" broke out.

1 br i e f eua c s ry of t he ahr ono l o   i o a l c our ae of ev ent • a ay he l p t o

ezplain this netaphor; at the aaae tite, it will 0erve to  ive u. a

+
alesr overall sahedule of events, whioh oan be ueed as a fra.e of referenae

for the individual aio.iono 

T  e l[i a gi ons o f t he 9 I I I Ai r Cor p+ 

froa 10 to 17 Yaw 19d0

10 - the YIII Air Corp. supported the breakthrou h of the Sizth Ar  T

through the border fortifiaatioa and aarried out the planned

.
air landing operation ;
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_
_  - the YIII Air Corpa continued in its oupport of the operations of

the Sizth Ara q, partieularly the ad4snoe of the P  er divid ons

aar os s t he Meus e and on t owa.r dB t he wes t ;

(the trsnofer of the flying units to etations oloser to the front

was be  u,n
)

12  
 
a.y - the YIII Air Corps oontinued to eupport the operations of the Sizth

  y (the point of naia effort was the operatioas of the Panser

units in the area of St. Trond - Tirlevoat - Gemblauz ;

( t ha Commander i n Chi ef , Luf t waf f e , i s sued order s t o t he ef Yeoti
that preparations were to be aade for a .iasion in the Sedaa area,

for the duration of whioh the YIII lir Corps was to be "teaporarilJ

aubordinate" to the Third  ir Fleet)

1 Ya  - durin  the forenoon the YIII Air Corps was assidned to sapport the

operations of the Sizth Army ; durin  the afternoon , it waa aoai ned

to .ork iith the Pan$er Group von Kleist -- Ar  Group A -- io the

  Sedan area;

( t he t r an s f er of t he dr ound or da n3.$a t i on i nt o t he a,r e a of oper at i on .

of  he Sizth Arwy aontinned)

This waa the first day of double .issioaol

  - the YIII  ir Corps continued to participate in the aseault bein 

osrried out towards the west -- it , upported the oper4tions of the

Sizth Ar.y opposite the Dyle position and adaiast th
 e

fortifioa-

tions of Lie e and -- at the saae ti.e -- supported the operation.

of the Panser Group von Bleist in the Charle9111e arsa to ths south-

west;

This was the seoond dsỳ of double missions!
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1 Ma - the dround-Qapport unite of the YIII llir Corps Supported the ope-

rations of the 8izth {lr y ia the Gemblout area, wh1le its loa 

ra,a e boaber units earried out attaaks in the Seds,n area ahead

of the s,dvanoe Psazer units;

This was the third daw of double aissionei

16  - t he VI I I Ai r Corps c ont i Ytued i a f t s suppor t of t he Si z t h Arr y , t hi s

t i me by aeans of at t aaks on t he eae  r' s r ear- ar ea ooasazni oat i oa •

system; at the saae tiae, uaita fro  the YIII Air Corpa rupported

• the breakthrou h aation of .dray Group A throu h the lta;iaot Liae

(in the Sedan - Chsrleville area);

Thia was the fourth daJr of double missionsl

(the Comaander in Chief, Lnftwaffe, issued defiaitive orders to

the effeot that in future the VIII Air Corp• waa to sapport ©nly

the operatioae of the Paaser Group voa Klei t);

1? l[a r - the YIII Air Corps coatim  ed to aupport the as9ault aotion bein 

•
oarried out by the aa ority of the 31zth Ara,r units (oapture of

the Dyle positiog aad the last of the Liag e fortifications); •le-

=enta of the YIII Air Corps provided support for the operations of

the arnored naits in the southwest.

Thi s was t h e f i f t h dayy of do ,ibl e mi ss i ono l

As soon as it• operations on the front of the Sis th Ary ha d been

brou ht to a oonalusion, the YIII Air Corps turned the area over to the

I9 Air Corps. Orders were reeeived for the transfer of the  round orQani-

$atioa to the Ardennes, snd they were put into et'Yect 3s  ediately.
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3iaulta neoualy the 1/III Air Corpa waa uithdrawn froa the area of  uriq-

d otion of the Seaond Air Fleet and placed under the ooaamand cf the ?hird

Air Fleet. This represented ita definitive tranofer fron the area of ope-

r a t i on• of dr a y Gr oup B t o t ha t of Ara  Gr oup A.

Only by aeans af a detailed breakdown ouch as the one  ive n above, can

it be ohown beyond doubt that the aasiQnment of the YIII lir Corps to dou-

ble .iosiona on fiTe separate dayo s s bound to lead to aonfuoion in the

ahaia of vommaad aad to diffioulties in the ezeeutioa of the oomaQand f ino-

tioa. The 4III  ir Corps was aubordinate to two air fleets at the asae•

ti.e, it was workin  to ether iith two dii'ferent ar y groupa, and it waa

pravidiaQ air support for two different araiea operatin,  on entirely tif-

ferent seotors of the front. It is obvioua tha.t ouch a situation oam tot

be eonducive to the establishment of a clearly-defined point of main effort.

In additioa, there tas the dan er of thorou h eonfusion in the ooa.and

funation, a dan er whieh ai ht have had aerioua repercuaaions on the aa-

,
eoaplishnent of operationa, had it not been for the Comaaadin  Ganeral of

the 9III oir Corpa, whoae a ility of .ind and unheaitatin  deterdinatioa

aade it poeeible for the Corpo to fulBill both ito aissione suaoesafull .

It .as alao the CommandinQ General of th e Corps who, at a very early ata e

of operatioaa, be aa to ur e that the actioa be coneentrated ezcluaively

in the oouthern area of operation.; aad it waa his -- apparently rather

v i o l en t - - di s au s oi on on 16 lda,y wi t h t he Comoander i n Chi ef , Luf t  raf f e ,

and the Chief of the Geaeral Staff which brouQht about the order aasi nin 

the YIII Air Corpa ezclusively to the support of the armored unita operar-

tia  on the deeisive seator of the front.
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On the bs sis of thio development, we oaa aosuoe that it wao only with

reluctaaoe that the Comuander in Chief, Luftwaffe, deaided on a ooaplete

shift of the point of nain effort, althou h, on the other hand, there waa

nothin  ae r in the idea of aommittin  the YIII Air Corps ae a whole at the

fooal point of  round operations from the very be innin  of the offensive.

On the oontrary, even the early staees of preparation had provided for the

e ployment of the YIII Air Corps to sawoth the way for the araored nnit•

of the breakthrou h arsy when it oase tise for thea to cross the Yeuse.

Aad these prelitinary deliberations had alrea dy assu.med the fora of bind-
•

inY a8reeaento reaehed in discuasioas between the YIII Air Corps and the

Third  ir Fleet and between the YIII 1ir Corps and the II Air Corps. More-

o.er, plans hsd alreadp been aade for a  oint attaak by the II and QIII

Air Corps aYainst the enem3r fortiflcatione alor  the Yense in the seator

of assault, and the necessa,ry coordination had already been disoussed with

the Armf, apeoifieally with the aroored unito iavolved.

' Under these circuostaaoes, the new aesi  ent did not aors as a sur-

prise to the YIII Air Corpe, for on the baois of previous  oiat planninY

an a ree.ent h4d alread.,y
been reached with the Third Air Fleet aad praati-

aal pr epar a t i ons . er e al r aac  y under . a y f or t he t rans f er of t h e Cor p s t o

the southern area of operstions.

Even so, any eritioisa of the apparently hesitant attitude of the •oa-

mander in Chief, Luftwnffe, .ould seem to be out of place until we have sore

detailed inforn4tion available re arding the eztent to whioh he
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.ay have been dependent upon bindine instruations froa the  Ishrmacht Hi h

Coaaand or upon oerta3n require.ente set by the Comaauder in Chief, 4rsy.

Oa t he ba s f s ot t h e de oi s i oa a ade by t he Com aander i s Chi af , Luf t wa f f e ,

on 16 Yay , e l ar i f y i x  t he f n t ur e . a ope   f t he eap l oyn ent o f t he YI I I Ai r

Corps, we can aow divide its ao  itaent in Operation YELLOT into the

f o l l owi x  t hr e e pha s e a:
6

ss 1 - 10 to 12 Ysw 1940 - support of the operationo of ths Sizth

ors  in BelQiua

P'hase 2 - 13 to 17   1940 - double aissions with Arery Gronps B aad•

  aisultaneously

Phaoe 3 - 18 to 28 ld  1940 - support of the Pan$er Gro ap ron Kleiat

(aa far as the sea) and intsrvention in

the Battle of Flanders aad Litois.

6 - Thie breakdowa into three phasea, as well as the sumrary ot" the aia-

sioas of the YIII Air Corps oa whieh it is based, has been reeonatrueted
•

fro. the notes of Colonel a.D. Deiehoann . A comparison of these notes

with Seidemann's report reveals a sli ht disorepaaey, ia that Seideaaan

mentions ao further aisafons by the YIII Air Corps in support of the

operatione of the Si=th Aray after 15 hap, but restriets hisself to

' an account of the aissions earried out in ooordination with the Pan-

zer Group von Kleiat.
The suthor h4s deliberately baaed his a ccount on that of Deich.aan,

sinoe the latter was prepared on the basie of the War Diary aud the

notes ®ade at that ti.e by the CommandinQ Ceneral of the 9III lir

Corps, while Bs eifmann's otherwise e=aellent and very detA,iled report

was not prepared uatil 1953 snd aoataina no iadiaation of souroe do-

cuaents. The
•

report   st be viewed as a personal -- and

thua presumably sub eetively aolored -- aacount, prepared lon  after

the events described.
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Phase 1 - 14 to 12 l as 1940 (Surport of the Opsratione of the Si:th Ara r_

in Bslgium)

1 

Dur i ng t he f i r e t da3r of t h e of f ea s i v e , t h e f i r s t and mo at i a por t ant

mission of the 9III Air Corpa •as the ezeoution of the air landing opsrar

t i on o ppo e i t e t he f r ont o f t he Si z t h Ariqy r  ,_nd t he s uppor t o f t he Si z t h

 
,r   r i t s e l f i n i t s er o s s i n g of t he l[eu es be t we en   las.s t r i oh t aod Li eg s .

As t'ar as th e ai r l andi ng aspec t a of t hi a mi ss i on ar e oonosrned, t hey

have already bsen desoribed ia detail ia Chapter IY, "The Air Landing
 

Aotioas Rithin the FraQe.ork of Operation YPLLdfA", Thieh eoTers the operar

t i on s ag ai n s t For t Eben h  ae l and t h e br i dg e e ov e r t he Al b er t Cana l . Tho s e

aepeats of the sission vhioh applied to the support of the Sizth Ars y have

been described in Chapter III, "The Launahing of the Offeneives The Cor

mi t ment of t he Luf t wa f f e dur i ng t he i  i r s t Day , 10 ]day 1940 " .

Consequently, the reader is already aware of the reeults of theee

•
oper at i on s   For t Eben h'a s e l Ta e e l i mi nat ed a s a corabat f a c t or ; t  ro o f

the bridges over the Albert Canal were in the he,nds of the Geraaa para-

troopers. A aonetant "air nmbrella" had been crsated to protect the

gaiae of the ground forees against enec y air interPention.

Nevertheless, it may be appropriate, at this point, to rovad out ths

pi c t ur e of t he Luf t wa f f e ' s r o l e i n t hi e a i r and gr ound ba t t l e by o ent i on

of a number of unuaual meaeuree taken and results achieved.

 .s soon as the traneport aircraft hed dropped their paratroopers

and the freight gliders had been released by their to.r-aircraft,
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t o oont i nu e t he i r Yoi s e l e s s f l i gh t t o For t Eben Ea e.e l nt de r aov er of dawn ,

all of the transport airarsft retnrned to their reapeative baasa to piak

up new loads
7
. The Jn-52'e piaked up a load of 400 paratrooper "dummiea",

with full equipment. With the dummiea on board, the fifty Ju-52'e flew

baak over BQaastricht, aacompanied by a fighter eacort, and released their

load }  in the area between St. Trond and Tirlemont. The moment of release

had been seleated in the Qsavmption that, by that time, the Belgian re$ervea

would have reoeived the a.larm and would be under way to the soene of aation.

The plenned deception wae a co®plete succeas; s motorised Belgian force --
•

t e -- which had been asei ed to launah a aounter-allegedly an en ire brigad 8n

attaak againat the German paratroopera at the Albert Canal bridgeheads,

ahanged its plan of action midTay to its original goal and turned aside

to aeet the new enemy psratrooper lsading . By the time they realized the.
t

they had been the viotims of a deoeptive maneuver, the period of decision

had already paesed -- they arrived too late at the Albert Canal. During

a the early hvurs of the afternoon, the srmored units of the Sizth As  y ar-

rived at the bridgsheads snd relieved the paratroopers. And at tha,
t their

arrival ias a good many houre later than planned, dus to the fact that the

Dutoh had ®anaged, at the laet uQinute, to demoliah the bridge over the

Yeuae at lta$etrioht.

There ie another feature of the operatioa whiah seeme worthy of epeofal

mention -- the eo-called l ized Bntiaircraf't Artillery Battalion  ldinger

(Gemischte Flak- bteilung Aldinger), operating without any Lrq -proYided

oover whataoever, had taken up 1ts position in enea y territory (east of

Meaetrioht) esrly on the morning of 10 Yay, where

7 - Primsrily the airffeld at Gymniah, approzlmately nine miles eouthwest

of Cologne.
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it was anga,ged in providing artillery support for the paratroopers fighting

st the bridges over the Caaal.
(The Ara y had refuaed to [urnieh artillery

eupport for the air le,nding action.
) Fire aontrol •aa handled b  the para -

troopere themselves, by mean$ of radio telephone equipment; special eign sl

uai t s f r om t 2E 38 t h Luf t . a f f e Si gnal Coo muni oa t i ons 8 eg i ment had bs en dr op-

ped by psraehnte for this very purpose. Thie meaeure also gv,aran
teed a

direot contaot ehannel bet een the front and the Corps aommand po.t (at

Alsdorf, north of Aiz-la-Chapelle , enabling the Corps to maintain direot

control of operationa, and -- above all -- to aeier dive-bomber attacks

- •ithout lose of time in accordance with the needs of the hard  re ede   ,Y p s e

paratroopers fightfng at the bridgee.

The ®mployment of the flying unita wae not reatriated to the furniahing

of air eupport for the paratrooper force at the bridgeheada and, bf ineana of

repeated dive-bomber attaalrs on the troops and reser ea of the enemy, to the

rellef of the unit$ fighting at Fort Eben   aael, but aleo iacluded constant

• enppo r t of t he a s s au l t uni t e of t he Si z t h dr   yr.

On 10 l[ y, the dive-bomber groupe -- 4nd ths ground-support group as

 rell -- flem some eight to ten sortiea againat enemy troopa.   ren the air

reoonnaieesnae equ,a
dron ias pressed into serviee in bombardsent oiesione

(snd thia not only on the firet day of operatione}.
8

The first miesion flo n by the 77th Bomber Wiog  ras direatsd egainet

the Belgisn

8 - Pach Do-17 of the air reoohaaissaaoe equadroa osrried tan 110-1b. bombs.
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caa p at Bourg-Leopold
(north of Hasselt), in aa attempt to destroy the

troops presamabl, etationed thers and thns to achieve at leaat a dela,T in

in the ene  's ability to resd,y his foreea for aotion. In addition, the

Wing earried out attaaka on the Belgian airfields at Tirleaoat, Diest, and

Bivelles and auaaeeded ia deetroying a good many enemy aircraft on ths

grouad.

Dur i ng t he f i r s t da3r of oper a t i on a, t he Ger ms n s i ng l e - engi ne f i ght er

unita mansged to achieve air superiority in the -- admittedly li ited --

srea of operations of the YIII Air Corpe over the Balgian and Britieh

•

their a earsnoe toRards mid . The eneuing etrugglebombers, whieh made pp   Y

took e,hig
h toll of eaea r loeses, while the losses sustained by the Gsraaa

w aits were relatively elight.

On the evening of the aame d }r, the German dive-bonber units were aon-

aentrated in an eataek on the aity of Antwerp and the region sonthsaet of

it. The purpose of the attaok •as to dsatroy the Sahelds tunnel and to

. di®rupt the ene qy troops reported assemirling in the area.

By the evening of the firat dsy of the offenei.e, the missions of the

YIII Air Corpa had been fulfilled. The prerequieites had been areatsd for

t he f ur t t er oper a t i one of t ha Si z t h Ar   . I t s ar mor ed di v i e i on ,a oou l d now

advance into the interior of Belgium via the bridges aaptured by the Gera aa

paratroopers. Ite infantry corpe could follow without enelqy interferenas.

The Luftwaffe had eliminated the danger of heavy art111ery fire froa Fort

Sben Emael, and tke ene  r was no longer in ,a position to interfsre with

the advanoe of the German forcea on the ground.
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The fact th$t the croseing-points o.er the Meuae as well as the bridges

o.er the Canal were in German hands also prowidsd cover sgainet air attaek

f or t he I I Ant i ai r cr af t Ar t i l l ery Corps , whi ah ha d t aken up i t s posi t i on

in the area around ldaastrioht
9
.

11

The second day of the first phaae of ths offensive, whose air miseione

•ers onee agsin de.oted ezaluei.ely to the task of promot ,ng ths sd.anos

of the Sizth Yrmy , was oharaete*iaed -- for the first time -- by oloee eo-

.
ordination between the air unita and the ermored units of the Ariqy.

The 3d and  th Psnder Di.isione advanced via St. Trond (detouring to

the aorthwest in order to a.oid the Liege fortifioations) into the area

nor t h of NaQUr ,  rhi l e t he i n  'an t r y ooz'ps wa s di v i ded i n f une t i on , par t oi

it follo ing the armored adoanee, end part of it soTing on to secure the

Albert Canal aorthwest of  daastrioht in order to protect it egainst the

eneny troope mowing towarde the east and to ensure ite remaining in Germen
•

hande.

The attaok$ of the YIII Air Corps were carried out  uat ahead of the

ad.anoe armored unita in order to smooth the way for a rapid adTanae on

the part of the Sizth Arw  . At the same time, however, the Corps bombarded

the fortifications to the north and northweat of Liege, in order to elimin-

ate the danger of enemy interference during the advanae of the G.rman Army

unite. In addition, there os me a deffiand for attacks in the area direotly

west ead north.eet

9 - The reader is referred to Chapter Y, "The Employment of the Antiaircraft

 rtillery Corpa", for further detaile.
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of  [asetricht to relieve the grouad forcea fighting in that u ea.

Thus both flanke of the armored sdvaaae on the ground were aovered

by t he Luf t waf f e .

Air cover for the two flanks of the ground advaaae wae all the mors

important in view of the fact that the operationa of the advauce aroored

uaita were completely "at loose ende" in the beginning. For th
.e grannd

e i tu at i on al ong t he ldeu s e , f ar beh i ad t h e ar mor e d uni t m, wa s by a o n eaus

alear. The ground-enpport and dive-bomber unite were atill engagsd there

in supporting (with both low-level aad high-level attacka) the operatb ns

•

of the XXYII Co s, whieh wae fighting in the Vis  arsa. In ordar to    P r P

guarantee adequate air eover for these foraee -- i.e. for the ar0ored unite

aa well as the infantry forcee -- the VIII Air Corpe had to carry out ad-

ditioael attaaks along the periphery of the German area of operationa,

epeoifiaally attacks on eaea y troop aeseably areae west of Baurg-Leopold,

aear Hasselt, and near Genck.

• But the dive-bomber attaake which •ere earried out later in the day

•1so had a etrstegic aignificanoe. This waa true not only of the aissions

flown in the areas of Haanut and Warem e, ahead of the advanae units of the

Panzer aorps, 'bnt -- to an even greater degree -- of the conesntratsd diYe-

bomber attack on French armored foraea reported ia plsnty of time by Ger-

man aerial reoonna3.eeanee.
The French unitB were asught  uat ae they iere

advaneing aaross the Nivellee-Chsrleroi line towards   e e4at. The Germane

had not only clearly reeogni ed the anticipated inglo-Frenoh adveaee into

Belgium, but had already taken stepa to eounter it.

As a f i t t i ng end of t he s e eond day o f t h e of f en ai v e , ano t her a t t ack :

wae aarried out on Ant rerp, apparently at the erpresa oader of the Seaond

/11r Fl e e t .
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"Behind the front", as one might say, the airlanding unit$ at Fort

$ben Emael had been relieved by Ara r engineer troopa at about aiddsy, and

the relief unite had suoaeeded ia overooming the laet resistsnoe of the

garrison of the Fort.

Ene  r air aetivit r had increaeed notioeably during ths oourae of the

day. 8epeatsd attaoks by Britieh units on the Yeuse bridges bet.een Yaae-

tricht and Liege had been beaten off by Qernaan single-engi, ae
fighter air-

eraft aad antiaireraft artillerp at the cost of heavy losaes for the at-

tackers. 
t dOperations  ere begun to transfer the first German air uni e for.ar

into the erea north of Liege, .hiah wes still in Belgian hsnde.

The second day of the offeneiTe tsa aharaatetised by the followings

1) The Luft.affe smoothed the .ey for the advanoe of the aruored unite

into the depths of eneaCr-held territory and proTided •ffeetive air toT.r

for both flanYe of the edvance group. Coordination between the Luftwaffe

M and the arnored unita, already prepared in theory, .aa put into practice

for the first ti®e and proTed highly satisfactory.

2) The F'reaeh srmored unita hed been pieked up in plenty of tiae by

German eerlal reconaaiesanoe and  ere caught before they oou ld be thro.n

into the operatione on the gronad. The ground situation was olear.

3) Enerqq interferenae from the air had been eliminated. By the eve-

 aing of the Becond day of the offensive, German air superiority in the

area of operations of the YIII Air Corps had beeome an eetablished faet.
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12 N

The third day of the first phaee of the oft'easive Tas necesearily de-

voted to the taetieal and strategic development of the advanae being ear-

ried out by the Sizth Arm.y.

The first tank battle of the  eetern oampaign took place in th e area

no r t h of  taa ur . Thi s ba t t l e i e r e eor ded a s t he "Tan,
k Ba t t l e of 6 embl ouz "

in the ailitary history of the Sizth Army .

During the preceding day, the German % fI Corpe (Pan$er} hsd run into ,

ths Freneh armored units which had already been attacked by the German
•

 
' ; i

dive-bombers.   J

At the same time, Ger®sn aerisl reconnaissance had revealsd that enea r

foroee iere obviously preparing for battle in the Dyle position. Thie was

a fortified position ezteading from Antwerp via the Meoheln-Lawen- avre

area into the region no theast of Charleroi, where it  oined the lTenur

fortificatione line. It *as clear that the Dyle position Rould be the

• i mnaedi at e goal of t he  Angl o- Fr enah f or aee adv anci ng acr oas t he Bel g i euz

border from northern Franoe.  
,

YPithin the framework of the tank battle taking place  ust befors the .
I

  Dyle poeitioa, the YIII Air Corpe epeat the entire da,y in oarrying o ut   + 

oontinual attaoks on eneaqr tank aolumns snd aseembly areas, on infaatry

 
assambly areas, on highwaye, towne, enea q reserves, and enemy artillery  

i

the G erman dive-bamb era their `position s. The relen tlese attack a of  
 

whistling propellere screaming during their approach dives, wore down
  i'

tha morale of the enen y, disrnpted hie assembly aad deployment operations, '
.  
i

and destroyed his forces in battle, so that the  
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German Panzer diviefona were able to ga.in a oomplete victory . The French

armored unita retreated towards the west.

The transfer of the German dive-bomber, ground-support, and single-

engine fighter units into Belgian territory was eontinued throughout the

third dey of operetions.

A eummar y of t he ®i gni f i c ane e of t he empl oyment of Lu f t wa f f e uni t s

on the third dsy of thc first phase of the offensive reveale tbe following

t wo f aot s:

1) The ground-support unita of the VIII  ir Corps  ad inter.easd for
 

•
  _ -..._-     _-- ___.---- - -.   ._ - - - .-- ____ . __ , `

the first tims in a tank battle and hed decided that be,t
tls ia favor of the  

.
 - - !

Qerman Panaer unite, which were thus enabled to oontinue  their advance

into the depthe of Belgian-held territory.

2) GeroBn aerial reaonnaiesanoe had detectsd suffiaisntly ahsad of

time the faot that the nezt decisive enemy resietanoe maneuver would take

place at the Dyle positioa.

•
As a reeult if these two factors, the atartiag position for the operationa

of t h e Si x t h Ar m l dur i ng t he d  y e t o f o l l ow wa s al s r i f i ed .

In an attempt to make the overall poeition olear, the author has done

hie beet to describe graphieally (eee below) the operatioas of the YIII Air

Corps during this firat phase of the offensiTe, operatione which were de-

voted   ezclusiTely to the support of the Sizth  .ra y unita during the

per i od f r om 10 t o 12 l ay •

The attaehed aiap
10

ino udes all those ta,rgets .hich eould bs reaon-

Btruoted frn m the varioua doau®en e still available; in other words, it

ehowa all the towna, highways, a,nd
front seotors in which aud along which

10 - Se e 9.ppendi z 4 9 •
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enemy troop aseemblies or movemente were bombarded by units from the YIII

Air Corps.

The aotes snperimpoaed on the map do not, of aouree, provide the read-

er  ith an thing more thsn an fndioation of the  ride distribution of the

attaoke; the  give no information as to the strength of the foroe parti-

pating in esoh iadi.idual ofasion or as to the nnmber of timea a y givea

eaission Rar repeated.

CoaeequentlT, the map oan be no oore thsn a grsphic supplement to the

• preoeding tezt. It is valuable in that it illuatrdtes the air miseions

osrried out dnring the aeoond sad th rd deqre •ithin the fraae ork of the

operations at the point of main effort, in other xorde ths miasions aarried

out i n enppor t of t h a e dv anae of t he Panz er un i t s .

•
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Phase 2 - 13 to 17   1940 (Double ] iesions with  rmy Groups B and   Si-

multaneouel )

During 12 l[ay, all the units of the YIII Air Corpe were atill ezalu-

sfvely engaged in operations along the Sizth grm.y
front. During the after-

noon, ho.ever, the Headquarters, YIII Air Corps, reeeived orde s to aontaat

the Third Air Fleet and the Pauser Group von gleiet, whiah waa advanoing

through Luzemburg and the Ardennes towarda Sedan. By 12 lt y, the Pan$er

Group, inoluding its armored pointe, had already mede its way for.ard vis

_ Neufahatesu to the  euse, approaehing on both sidea of Sedan. ita inten-

tion was to forae its ws,y over the l euse as r pidly as possibl' sad to es-

tablish a large-saale bridgehead weat of the river.

The Hea,dquarters,
YIII gir Corps, aontacted the Panser Group, and the

missions of the Corps in the new area of operationa were discuesed in detafl aad

tailored to fit the needa of the Panzer Group . New arr ngemente were made in

rsepect to ground organi$ation, signal aommuniaation8, sad supply.
•

The Ardennes, speoifiaally the area of Bastogne-St. Hubert-Sedan-Neuf-

ohateau , had been seleated as the new troop assembly point.  iountainous and

heavily wooded, the area was eztremely uneuited to air operations. It wae

loeated approzimately sizty-two miles south of the advanoe take-off baee

(Rhiah had already been moved forrrard into Belgian territory) and some ninety-

three to 125 miles southwest of the original troop aasembly point on both

sides of the 8hine.
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be
For the duration of ita ner sission, the Corpo was to "temporarily"

subordinated to the Third Air  'leet. 8eduoed to ita simplest termo, the

ne. mission was to help the Panser Group von gleist to get aoross the

lteu +  e.

Whe t her t h i s mi s ei on . ou l d ent a i l a l ongs- t er ad ops ra t i on or wou l d

•erely involve a li.ited intervention aotioa and whether the Corps was

ezpeoted to rstain its previoua mission along the  ront of the Si=th

Or , y or . i gh t ez pe at t o be r e l i s v ed of i t - - aa d , i f . o , how . o on - -

were qnestions whioh could not yet be answered.•

The faot remafne that in the bsginning the Corpo was raoed with a

double viosion, for in sddition to the ne. assignaent at the Yeuo• there

at i l l r emai a e d t he t a . t ot ' .  uppor t i ng t he oper a t i one o i' t he Si z t h   .

Ths latter 3ob .a8 all the aore important inasmuch as reoent develop-

ments in the Bslgiaa theater had aaads it clesr that a larga soale ene 

oYYensive wae in the offing; the  nglo-Frenah rs.erve arafee had ar-

S
rived at the Dyle position and had been deployed to be ready tor either

derensive or otfenoive action.

For the moment, then, the YIII lir Corpa was oonfroated d th the

neasseity of intervening in t.o direction$ and on two Yront• at the

s a  te t i me , of be i ng s i a al t aa s ou pl y subo rdi na t e t o t wo a i r f l e e t a , of

Rorkiag together with two as y groups, aad ot snpporting the operations

of t ro •eparate armiea. It was no eaay taek, especially .inae the

oommandera of the 9III  ir Corps, aaticipating quite acourately the

direation of future tactical developments, .ere con inaed that the

really decisi.e operatione
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_
would be taking place in the southwest. 1nd inetead of being perr itted

t o conoent rat e t hei r ei f or t s i n t ha t ar ea , they were as si gned t o an ev en

more difficult vieeion in the aorth, a sisaion whoee final reault would

probably be of only minor taotioal eignifiaano• in say aase.

Thf s wa s t he begi nni ng o f a pe r i od o f di s oord , ot ' di v i ded l eader sh i p ,

and of divided allegianoe to two separate fronts -- in ahort, a period

of double miseions.

13 Y  v

• On 13 lsay t he dual mi s s i one be gan t o t ake shape .

During the forenooa, all the units ot' the VIII  ir Corpe were as-

eigaed to repeated attaaks along the front of the Sizth Armqr. 4n 13

M  y t h e ener,  r t ank a e Bau l t on ( embl ou= hs d be en f ol l owed by oount er a t t aoks

by the Sizth Arn y sll along the front, and the 1ir Corps intervened in

graund opearations in the vicinity of Ldwen and, further so nth, in the

DTa,QUr u ea . Two enea  di v i e i ona , a t t empt i ng t o e ov er t he t r o op a a s embl y
•

t n wer t hor hl def eat e d .area near the Dyle posi io , e ong y

In th e sftsrnooa, a oonaeutrated attaak by all available di.e-

bo®bsr and bonbar naaits  as oarried out in the 3edan asea.
This attsok

was a part of th e large-acale air oi'fensive diracted by the II lir Corpa

(Third lir Fleet) againat Frenoh defenaes on the other side oi the

l   eu s e s eo t or . Appr o ci mat e l y 1 , OU0 ai r c r af t par t i c i p at ed i n t he a t   ck ,

which was aarried out in aonsecutive waves.

ge a result of the dusl oo  and as well a• of the faat that signal

oommunioations proaedures had not yet been entirely worked out between
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the II and YIII 4ir Corps, the s1r of'feneive wae oharacterised by a

oertain amount of aonfusion, .hiah had a detrimental effeot ai regarded

ite effeotive oonoentration. Heverthelses, as a reaalt of ths sass air

attaak, both the Panser Corpe Guderian (the ]CI$) and the Panser Corps

Beinhardt (the 7C XYI) maaaged to get aorose the Meuse, the XIX in the

vi ai ni t y of Sedaa aod t he 7aUCXI nor t h of Charl ev i l l e
l l

; a t act i cal

auoaess whioh was of paramount importanoe for fnture deTelopoents, for

it meant that the path into ths  nidst of the ene  r-held territory was

free. The antieipated lllied aounteraotion by the boaber foraes did
•

not msteriali e.

I n t he ar ea ar ouad 3 e dan , hov eYe r , t he Gera an at t aeker a r an i n t o

h eavy eneopr f i g ht er a a d aa t i a i r ar a f t ar t i l l e ry de f ens e s . Ths "i e ry

strong Yorane unita"
12

, in partioular, made it Tery olear that in this

area (as opposed to tbe situation in the Belgian theater) German air

s aper i or i t y wa s by no mean s a f a at . The r e wa s no d vub t t ha t t he a i r

• situation was far aore oritioal than in the previous area of operatione

of the YIII Air CorpB.

A munber o  or gan i ea t i on   s t ep s wer e t ak en t o me e t t he ns w s i t u at i on .

To begia with, the 26th Single-Pngine F'ighter 1 ing
13

was transferred from

its station in tbe $nhr District aad

11 - Guderiaa, ia hie book "Erinnerungen einee Soldaten" (Yeaoirs of a

Soldier), has th e fvllowing to s.y in oonneation with the situation

on 13 l[ay  "The French artillery rrae slmost ooopletely paralysed

by the aonstant threat of our dive-bo®bers and boabers. Our anti-

tank nnita snd antiaircraft artillery suooeeded in isstobiliaing

the ooncrste fortifications along the Yeuse."

On the same day, Guderian called General Lorasr (II lir Corps) to

thanlc hia personally for the "outstanding support, whiah play ed

suoh a signii'icant role in our ultimate euccess."
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12 - Sei dema.nn , op. ci t .
13 - See the orgnuizational chart of the VIII Air Corpa, lppendiz 48.

•

_
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plaoed under the oo nmand of the  III Air Corpa. gt the w  me tioe, ele-

ments of the 27th Single-Pngine Fighter Wing were ®oved fortrard iato the

Aiz la Chapelle arsa in order to bring them within the neoe.eary range

to serve ae fighter esoorts for ths German dive-bo®ber nissions being

flown into the Sedaa area.

Si  ra l t ans oa s l y , howev e r , t he t r aa s f e r of un i t s i n t o t h e Li s g e- St .

Trond .rea was oontim  ed -- an indioation of ths preTailing uaoertainty

r e g ar di ng t h e f n t ur e deTe l opa en t of t he ni l i t ary s i t ua t i on .

- y  L

On 14 Ya,y t he oommax d he adqu ar t er o o f t he Cor p s . a s mov s d t o a

aastls eouth ot 3t. Hubert, in the Jlydennes. As far as the Com  anding

General was oonosrned, the foaal  oint ot operation alrear  l  r on the

aouthern ssctor of the front
l4

.

During the day, a part of the units were engaged in aooosplishing

t he t r an s f er t o Bel g i nv , whi l e o t her s wer e r eoonnoi t er i ng t o   i nd su i t -

•
able basea in the net area oi operations. These airsuastanaea aaturally

resnlted in a weakening of the eoabat readiness oY the Corps.

Those uaits available for aotite eombat were assigned pri arily

to zisrions designed to .npport the operations of the Sizth lrqy, whioh

was slowly 4pproaohing the Dyle position.

14 - Seidemann gives 14 ysy as the date ot  thia dovs, while Deioh ann

s t a t e r t ha t i t di d no t t a]ce pl a c e unt i l 17 lis y . Pr s . v. ab l y , an

advanoe headquarters wa. established in the Ardennee on 1¢ liay,

from whiah attaoks on the Sedan-Charleville area were directed,

while the ®ain headquarters •ae atill in Belgium .

I'ol l owi ng t he d eai s i on made by t he Comma nder i n Chi e f , Luf t waf f e ,

on 16 Yay, in aaoordance with whioh the southern Pan$er Si'ouP waa

to be employed alone, both hsadquarters were probably united in

St. Hubert on 17 Yay.
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8 epeat ed, suoe e s s tu l at t aaks wer e ear ri ed out on t he Y'or t i f i aat i ons i n

the Liege area.

Yt was not until the atternoon of 14 lLay that the  7th Dive-Boaber

Wing begsa its attaaks on the 3ed.n-Charleville area, apparently at the

order of the II Air Corps,  rhioh •as ia aharge of operations ia this

pa,r t o Y t h e ar e a a s s i gn ed t o t he Thi r d a i r Fl e e t . flg ai n t he a t t aok s

wsre ordered to snpport the operatlons of the lrqy nes r
Charleville

and t he s dva noe of t he %I Z Ar s Y Cor p s s ont hwe et of Sedan
l 5

. Th. di v e

bos b er e enooun t er ed he av y hr enah f i gh t er de f en . e s ,  rhi ah - - f or t he
•

firet tiae -- infliated serious losse• on the German foree
l6

.

  l l i e d bomb er f or o e s , t oo , apps r ent l T di d t he i r b e s t t o hal t t he

advanee of the German araies acrose the geuse. Their attaaks  ere un-

sueee$eful, however, and their owa losses considerable
17

.

15 - During this operation thare oaourred a number oi' instaaces in whiah

the dive bombere attacksd the wrong targets. Guderian oontiaues

, h i s r e por t o f t he ev ent a ot' 14  IaT a s ro l l ows : "Unf o r t uaa t e l y ,

sho r t l y af t e r m3r dep s r t ur e , Ger maa di v e bomber s s r r oneou s l y at -

taoked the troops gathered at Chemery, oau sing quite heavy loeses."

16 - The Comnander ot the 77th Dive-Bomber Wing, Lieutenant Coloael

Sahwastzkopff, who was probably the aost ezperienosd of the German

di.e-boaber pilote and, in addition, a san who had oontributed

greatly to the organisation of the diYe-boaber ara , wsa killed in

aotioa.
Captaia Gra   (Count) Sahonbora took over oommand of the I ing .

17 - Gud er i aa ' s r epor t o i t he ev ent s o f 14 May co nt i m  e a : "At t hi s

point, the eneqy began lively bombardment a,at
ivity along the  deuse.

Although the r'rench and British pilots carried out their attsaks

with manitest courage, thqy did not sueceed in hitting the bridges;

their losses were quite high . Our anti4iraratt artillery rorcee

were having a  ield day, and their shooting wae ezcelleat."

The figure oi "150 enemy airerat t shot down" by the Ton Htppel

flegiment, I Antiairaratt  rtillery Corpa, which t ollows in Guder-

ian'e report, seems to be rather ezaggerated -- presumably it

refera to the total number or enemy airarai:t downed by the $eg'iment

since 10 May 1940!
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Dur i ng 1 5   ay t he Si z t h Ar   we.e eng ag ed i n pr epu a t i ons f or i t s a s -

sault on the Dyle position, .hioh wa. to take place on the rollowing da,r.

A® an fategral part of theee prsparatioas, all available dive-boober,

c l o s e- eappor t s i r or af t , aa d f i gh t er ai r c r s l  t un i t s c ar r i ed ou t a con-

e ent r at ed a t t aak i n suppo r t o2  t h,e oper a t i on a of t he XYI Pa ns er Cor pe

i a t he ar e a nor t hwe s t o f Gemb l ouz , t hu e ai d i ng t he t ank t"o r ae s i n t he i r

advaaoe on the Dyla poaition.

The po i nt o    mai n ef f or t on 1 5 lday , a e f ar a s t he or er al l oper at i ona
•

were eonceraed, etill lay along the Yront of the Sizth Ar  .

The 77th DiTe-Bomber Wing alon
a1e

was aseigaed to operatioas along

the eouthern tront, ia the area aroun d Sedan. Here it aarried out

eu aa e s ai 'u i at t a ck s on t he enemy t or o e s f a oi ng t he uni t s of t he PanEer

Group von Eleist.

Fighter aircrart t7cos the YIII  ir Corps, in oooperation with ele-

- ment s t'ro m t he I J nt i ai r cr a t t Ar t i l l e ry Co rps , wer e a s s i ga ed t he t a ak

of protseting the ldeuse orossing poiats in thia area froa eaeay attaek.

 

The pr i a ar y s i s s i oa o  t i  e ai r un i t s t o r 16 1Qa,  r ema f ned t he s uppor t

of t h e Si z t h /lr gy i n t he v i oi n i t y of t h e Hy l e po s i t i on . Th e a s s au l t

• oh edu l ed f or 16 Ya4y had bee n pos t pone d f or on e day , aad pr e par a t i ons

wer e bei ng made f or i t .

18 - On 15 Yay, Generalmajor Freiherr (Baron) voa Stutterheio assumed

oo mmand ot ' t he 77 t h Di v e- Boabe r   1ng . Ge n er a l ma j or v oa St u t t er he i m

ha d f o rmer l T he l d t he po s t oi   Comman der o f t h e Cl o s e - Suppor t For c e s ,

Thi r d   i r Fl e e t ( NaBkampf f  ihr e r der Li'1 . 3 ) and h ad be en i n ahu g e

o f ffi   Oper a t i on STORg ( St or chunt e rneh®en ) i a t h e Ba s t oga e - l[u t e -

lange area (eee Chapter I9 of The  ir Landing Operations ot the

Lu Y twa f f e - "Di e LL .Ua t e rnehmen der Luf twaf f e " ,   [or z i k ( ? ) )
.

Gener al mdj or v on St u t t e rhe i m wa sTahot down j u s t a    ew day s l a t er ;

his eighteenth injury proved fatsl.
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II nd s r t h e a i r an. at aaa e e , t he a t t aok a bT t he ai r un i t s wer e a hi e f h r e -

strieted to the resr area aommnanications eystee of the enes  --  he

area oouthweet of Chu leroi, in particular -- and to the rsdlw  r depots

o f Yal enc i enne s , Tour na i , l[ons , . nd St . Ch i al ai a .

Along the "eouthern tront" ot' the operational sarsa, the br.akthrough

of the Geraan armies through the lLaginot hine .as supported fro  the

air by attaaks on enemy troops and s rtillery positiona in the area north-

we s t of Ba zanay , nea,r St e na,,y , and n ear Youz i er . . The Qer man f i ght er

un i t e h ad moo e d i n t o t he i r ne  ba ee s i n t h e me ant i me   sn d f or t he f i r at

'
time our forcee wers able to fly with their own fighter esoort.

On the .ame dy Qeneral Ton 8iahthoten, in a confsrenoe with agring,

persuaded the latter to i ane orders to the effeat that tha "YIII Yir

Cor p• i e t o a ac ompar y t he Pa ns er Gr oup vo n %l e i at a s f ar a s t he s ea " .
19

The neaeeeary move of the ground organization and the flying uaits,

which had only  uet  egun, naturally led to aertain diffiaulties in the

,
oommand set-up and in aommuniaatioas prooedurss. The situation waa ren-

dered evea more aoute i r the fact that the YIII  ir Corps, with it.

ne r ground organization, wae foroed to move in between the I  ir Corps,

on the right, and the II  ir Corpe, on the left.  s a result, the

suitable airt'ielde (few at beot) in an area aompletely uaeuitsd to afr

operationB to begin with

19 - The wording is b4aed on inforaation provided by Deiahmann.
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were uab arably oongested.

If the Frenoh Air Force had been more aotive and more diepo ed to-

w4rdo ofieaeive operatione, it could have Yound so.e eztrsaely rewa:'din8

target• in the Jlydennee.

1 Y

pn 17 Yay the unita or t2u 2d Dive-Bombsr aroup carried out a laot

attaek on Liege and battered the last fort there, Famelle, eo badly that

i t wa o f or o ed t o sur r ender .

The .ajprity of the Ger®an a.ir unita •ere engaged ia snpporting
•

the 31zth 1 rmT
20 in its breakthrough at the Dyle position with attaok4

on s a s my ar t i l l e ry po s i t i on s and pi l l b oz l i ne s on e i t her ai de of Lii ren •

They flew with a fighter escort provided by the 27th Single-Engine

Fighter Wing.

'rhu s , on 17 ld,ay t he m  o r i t y ot' t he YI I I   i r Cor ps wa s s t i l l s aa-

pl oy ed al ong t he f r ont o f t h e Si z t h JUcmy - - f or t he l a e t t i ms .

,
lfter this date the Corpa tnrned over its previous area of opere-

tioas to the IY Air Corps.

The per od of double missionQ had oone to an end.

2p _ I a t ea e i . e per u oa l oY t h e sour e e a a t er i al e r e i e a l .s
t ha t Se i demann

fails to mention that the 1TIII Air Corps wae e.ployed on the aeetor

of t h e 3 i z t h   r   Y on 16 and 17 l ay , s o t ha t t h e r eader a uet eo nol u de

that on theoe two da,ys
the Corp• was either already being employed

in full etreagth in ita new theater of operatione or still ocoupied

with the transler operatioa.

On the other hand, the miseiona flown by the Corps during these t.o

daye are reported by Deiehtann with full documentatioa, so that the

anthor has preferred to baee his report on this souroe.

3eidemann e failure to mention these missiona may be ezplained by

the faot that he had alread,y
been tranaferred to the "eouthera

Yront", to prepare aad dirset operationa there. As a reeult, the

events taking place in Belgiw n have -- quite underetandably --

elipped his mind.
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l f t er r ee ei pt of t he order of 16 Yay f roa t he Commaa der i n Chi ef , Luf t -

Raf f e , t he 1tI I I Ai r Cor pa devot e d i t s el f ez al us i Tel y t o t he "reut hern

f r ont ", i . e . t o suppor t ot' t he oper at i on $ ot t 2 e Psns er Gr oup von Yl e i s t .

Du.r
i n.g

17 Ya,y t h ar e v e r e a ppar ent l y no i a por t ant Qi s e i on a f l own on

the ne. front. Wevertheles8, the close-eupport groupr one eingls-engine

t'i gh t er group , and t he aer i s,l r eoonnai e s anc e un i t  rer e empl oy ed f r oa t he

a i r f i   l i a t Char l er i l l e . Thu s , i a so s.l l a e deur e and wi t h on l T a smal l

f o r e e t o b eg i n wi t h , t he Cor ps wa s ab l e t o w ppor t t he Pans er nni t s ,

whiah  a• aoving torrard along t2Le ®outhern bank of the Yeuse and thiah
•

had al r ea.d  oo7 er ed a good deal ot ground i n i t a s,dvane e t o. ar ds t he

 re' t .

le sooa sa they had oonpleted thsir last aiesiono on behalt' of the

9izth  rm  , the rest of the units of the YIII  ir Corpa aoved oa into

their new area of operatioa.

The eeoond phsae of ths emaployment of the YIII oir Corps during

- t eriod bet reen 13 and 17 Ya,y, knowa ae the period of double aie.ion0,he p

Qan be summa ci s ed a s f o l l o. s  

1) Despite the diffiaultiea inhersnt in an aasign.ent to two

f r oa t s at t he s aa e t i ®e , t he Cor p s aappor t
 

' t he 6r a,I s o euaa e a s f à l l y

t hat i t   a s ab l e t o ma ke a a ua b er ot h i 8 h1T s i g c  i Yi c4nt gai o s .

2) In ite oapport of the operatione of the Si=th   Y , it h.d not

only played a deaisivs role in the "tank battle of Geablouz", but had

al s o made i t po s s i b l e f o r t he Lir  t o br e aic t hr oug h t he v e l l - t or t i f i ed

and heavily defended
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Dyle poeition. The advanee oi the Anglo-Frenah armiee into Belgiua had

been halted -- and the YIII Air Corpa had played a not inoonoiderable

role in thia ®uaoese.

3) lt the point of raia effort, along the ldeuse oa either eide of

9edan, the Corps had aasioted the araored i'orcea oi'Ormy Gro np A to get

aeroaa the ri.er .ithout delay by m eaa. of air attaake deeigaed to hold

dowa t he ene  }t d s f ene i TS Yor a e e a t t he er o a s i ng poi n t . .   t t he aaffi e

tiae, it had helped to de.troy the  faginot Line, and had opened the we,y

t'or the advanee of the Panser Group Toa Kleist towards the west, in the

_

general dirsatioa of St. quentin. The ultiaate target ot'the operation,

the &nglish Channel, wa. appareatly withfn easy reaah.

4 ) The a i r e i t u a t i on i n t he t wo t he a t er s of oper a t i on wa s ba . i aa l l y

quite different. In Bslgiui , German air superiority had been attained

beyond the shadow oi' a doubt by thi. ti .e. In northern Franae, soene

o f t h e ope ra t i oa e of t he Ge rman br s akt hr ou gh ar ai e o , t he ba t t l e f or a i r

•
s uper i or i t y wa s   us t b e g i nn i ng .

xeverthelees, the air situatioa had been clarified to a certain

ez t ent by t he f ao t t hat - - e f t er t h e t'i r e t ooa e ent r at ed bos bar da en t by

the RAF of the Yeuse eeetor between Liege and l aeotriaht -- the nass

oonnterattaok by the Freach bonber units which had been ezpsoted ags,ine
t

the breakthrough on the iocal front in the Sedan-Charleville area failed

to materialize (apart i'roa the inei'feotual attack on this area on 14 Yqy).
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Wh e t her t h e Fr enoh ai r un i t e had been mor e or l e s s put out ot ' act i on

by the serial warYars of the past few ds,ys or were bsing held back for

a large-$oale counterattsak was atill an open question. The faot re-

mained that their passive attitude had made them viss a deaieive

opportunity.

5) Its tle=ibility of leadershfp, its perfeation of organisation,

and ite talant tor improviaation had made it poseible for the Corps to

rulfill two simaltaneous assignments sucoesetully . The transrer oY

the ground organisation (whieh presuppoaed a maetery of the .ignal eom-•

munioations e.n
d eupply problema whioh beset it) into an srea .hich was

not onl  already aongested by both Army and Luft.raffe units but whioh

was also highly un  ited to air operations, wss an outstanding aehieve-

ment.

6) The Ylying unite had not only fulfilled the requirement that

they be oonstantly prepared i'or action, but had euccessr"ully kept pace

' with the fle=ibility ot' their leaders. It was anything but eaey Yor

unite speoifioally trained for close-eupport operations to be faaed

not only daily , but hovrlT, .ith as. assfgnoents, in ne. opsrational

areas, aad on behalY of new grousd uaits• Yet all the sissions asr

.igned to thes were aecomplfshed.

In ooneluding our remarks on the seeond phase, let us attempt to

supplement the description given in the te=t by reference ti a map.
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On the map included with the study
21

, the air missiona have been

reproduced as clearly ae the source materials peatmit. In any case, the

map rer lect$ the deployment of #'orces necessitated by the double missions

aaeigned them, occasioned in turn by the division ot the area ot' opera-

tions. The take-ot'f bases utilized have also been indicated on the

map.

 'or interpretation ot  the designationa included on the map, the

reader ia reY-erred to the map included as  ppesdia 49.

•

The Wehr mac ht fl i Comma nd r e por t   or 17 B e y s t at ed t he   o l l owi ng : 

"A2't e r he avy i'i gh t i ng t aki ng pl a c e be t we en Ant . er p and Namur ,

the  yle poeition south of wavre Ras overrun and the northesat tront

o t' t he t'or t i x i c at i on a at Namur wa e t ak en .

Ger man t o r c e s hav e br ok en t hrough t he Nia gi no t Li ne r r om a poi nt

south of  auberge to beyond Carignan, south ot' Sedan , a total distance

• oi a  proaimately sizty milea.

Ar rAy and Lu t t Taf t'e uni t a ar e eng ag ed i n pur eui ng t h a enemy t r oo pa ,

.ho are tleeing towarda the west at all pointB."

21 - See Appendii 50.
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Pha se 3 - 18 t o 28 lfa9 1940 ( Suppor t ot  t h e Oaer at i on s ot t he Panz er Gr oup
-

von Bleist ao Far as the Sea: Interventioa in the Battle oi Flaadess and

J i
r

During the da,y on whiah the YIII Air Corps wae soheduled to begin

its e=alusive partnership with the Paa$er Group von Kleist in the latter'a

adv anae t o. ardo th e weat ( i . e . on 18 Yay ) , t he Pans er Group hs d advanaed

so  ar thst it was almost out ot'reaeh.

As oY" t he e. eni ng of 18 Yay , t he Paa s er Cor ps Guder i an had al r eac l

reached the Peronne-Haa-La Fere-Crea  line, and the armored units aoo-•

manded by 8einhardt and Bohain •e're advanoing steadily  nst north ot

it.

In view oY the apparently smooth progress ot'this advanae, the new

ta,
ke-oYf baoea of the YIII lir Corps in the Ardennea oeemed to have be-

aoms obaolete before they aould evea be put to use. The following eta 

tisties aay help to illuetrate the situations

•
The distanoe between the first armored units, whiah had already

reached Peronae, snd the nearent airfield of the new take-off area near

Sedan wa• approsinately ninet  .iles. gzperience had shawn, ho rever,

t h at t he a oo t e f t e ot i . e oombat p en e t r at i on dept ly  t'or t he Ju- 87 ' o aad

Ye-lU9'a wae between 111 aand 124 ailee. For the He-123, with .hieh the

alose-eupport group was equipped, the optimnm depth wae onl  seTentT-

two to ninety miles, whiah meaat that theae airaraYt had no ohance

whatsoever of being employed eftectively . Oa the ba.is if these ti-

gureo, ths
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dive bombers .ould have practiaally no time for eombat ower the area of

operation before they reached the advance tank units. IInder these eon-

ditions, only a few niasiona per d  aould be oarried out, Yor the

ahorter the distanae between take-off base and tu get, the rw re  issione

eould be flown per day.

For this reason, the most urgent bnsiness of the moment wu to

aowe the ground organisation as far towu d0 the t ront as possible with

t he l ea s t po s ai bl e de l q .

The oommsnd h eadquar t er s of t he YI I I Ai r Cor ps was i ma di at s l J
•

br oug ht f o r r a rd i n t o t he v i c i ni t y of t u i s e ( e a at of S t . (Zuent i n )
, and

orders were gi en to bring up the grovnd organization installationa,

partfoularly the aignal oommunications equipment, ae soon as possible

so that the flying units oould mo e into their new airtielde around

the auise area without delay.

Thie aitus tion gave rise to an inareasing number sad variety of

•
probleic e as regarded the funationing of the commaad set-up. One pro-

b l em i n par t i eu l ar , t ha t of o r g ani s i ug t he oooper a t i on b et we en t he 4 3.r

Corp• and the panzer unite, .hoas operationB oovered an eztenaive ter-

ritory, wae urgently in need of a aolution. In order that the reader

may more eaeily follow the operations to be deaeribed, the aolution de-

irised by the YIII 4ir Corps is autlined briet'ly below.

ETen as eu ly aa d uring the aaapaign in Poland, it was olear that

a eolution would have to be found for the problem of oooperation be-

tween the ar.ored forass .nd the Luttwaffe. A fe. tentati.e nzggestiona

were brought forrard at that tiae and were tried out  rith •arying de-

greeo ot succese, but ao real atteapt .as made to formulate a staadard

nethod for coordiaatiag the operations of the two ser.ice branches.

In ar }t ease, the problem at that time was reetricted to the air eupport
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of of f en s i v e ope r a.t i o ne c ar r i ed ou t by r e l a t i v e l y s ms l l a.r rnor ed un i t s ,

whase rate of advance Rithin the f ramework of tha overall operation  as

compsratively alow (tank operations  est of the Vistula, 2'or ez  aple),

or to air aupport during advanc s over relatively long distancea,

_

_
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where little or no ene y resistaaoe was enaounterad (as, for ezample,

eas t of t he Yi s t ul a}
.

Ia the lNeet, however, the urgent need for olose coordination be-

oaae appu ent for the t irst tiae dnring th e operation in whioh the QIII

o i r Cor p s opene d up t h e way i nt o t h e i n t er i or or' Be l gi um f or t he Si z t h

Army e 7C4I PanZer Corps.  nd this aseignment had been a relatiTely

siaple one, sinae it conoerned only two Pan$er divisions operating in

a limited area.

The problem beoame more aomplicated when the Laftwaffe aloas-.upport
f

•

units were ordered to oooperate with a large Panser foroe for the firSt

t i me i n oar r y i ng out a deo f s i on- s e ek i ng br eakt hr ough aa d pur s ui t a ot i on

I
of preTiously unheard-of soope and geographioal e=tent. If thie opera -  

I
t i on , t o t ake pl ac e at t he f oaal poi nt of t he ove ral l of f enei   e , . as t o ;

I
aueoeed, it had to be based on a pa.inetakingly ezact sohedule of aovr- ,i

di nat i oa . l hi s , i n turn, pr e suppo eed t hat bot h s er vi ae br anaheo woul d
!
,

• ha.e to plan, think, ond aat in terms of previously unfaailiar oon-

oeptB of time and apass.

The prerequisites t'or the sucoess of the vissioa wsre the follow-

ingi harmonious oooperation between the air aad araored t'orae ; a

high degree of flezibility on the part of tri,e aommandcra of both  'oroes;

and a smoothly funotioning aystem of communioation.  l
.
l thres oondi-

t i one • er e f u l f i l l ed a s r e gar ded t he   o i n t t hr uet of ' Ar m.y aa d Lv.f
twaf f e

to the Chanael ooast. ,

I n Ti .ew of t he f undame n t al i mpor t an c e of t he pr ob l en of ooor di na• 

tioa, I think that we are  uetified in desoribing in some detail tbe

.ay in whioh it •ta eol.ed before beginning the acaount of
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the role p  red by the YIII dir Corpe during the ®o-oalled third phase

of operatioas. In this oonneation we are interested not only in the

iay in which aoordination with the armored unita Ta. deTSloped during

the first few daya of  oint opsrations, bu t also in the subaequent

evalnatioa of ite effeoti.eneoe and in the  rays in whioh it was later

iaproTed upoa.

First of all, let us look at the purely tealanical aspeot of aommu-

nioation in the new theater of operationa. A signal oomsflunioations

• line had been set up a ong the line of aaarah taken by the Panser Group

Ton Hlsist, and Luftwaffe ooamand posts amd airrielde had been linked

up with it. Thie network, to handle telephone aud telegraph oomauni-

aation, w4s supplemeated by a radio oommunioation aetwork.

Lur t wat"r"e s i gnal l i ai s oa t r oops had been as s i gn ed t o t he ooms. and

posts of the Paaser divisions .here they Tere to remain in oonstant

eontaot, by raflio and telephone, with the ao®mand headquartsrs of the

•
Air Corps. On the basis of' ezperienoe gathered during the oaapaiga in

Poland
22

, this time it had been deaided not to u se liaison nnits of

the traditional type, but instsad to assiga young offioers froa tbe

Luf t wa f f e 9i gnal Comaaa.n
i aat i o a s For a e s , Rho wer e t o r e s t r i ot t hea -

seltes to transmitting measages and to reporting tha faatual deTelop-

ment of the military situation. They were not authori$sd to "advise"

the .
Lr qy aommauders or to "request" air support. On the basis or

the purely faotual reporte transaitted to them, the leaders of the

QI I I Ai r Cor p. we r e t hen abl e t o t or ® t he i r o. a ev al ua t i oa of a g i v s n

situation and to deaide on the appropriate oommitment of' thtir units.

The purely teahniaal aspeat of communication aerved primarily as
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an inetrument of pereonal oooperation among the various membera of the

comma.n
d eet-up. It wae

22 - See t he atu dy "Der Pol enY e l dzug 19 39 '  (The Campai gn i n Pdo.nd , 1 939 
.

 

•
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of deai ai ve si ga i fi eanc e f'or t he eueoeas of t he   oi nt oper at i ona and ,

above al l , f t proved t o be a bl es ei ng aa f ar aa t he et'f'ect i v e aommi t -

aent or forces at lower echelons .aa ooncerned.

Cloee ooordination wae guaranteed not only by the geographiaal

pr oz i mi t y of t he c ommand he adqua r t er s of t he Ar rmp and t he I+uf t waf r e .

In addition, the General StatY Chief of the YIII Air Corpa waa alwaya

av ai l abl e t o aont 'er i n per eon wi t h t he Geae r al St af 't Chi e f of t he

Psnssr aroup von Kleiot
p3

, permitting detailed dieauasion of the ait-

• uation and a fruitful ezahange of opinioae. After personal disaussion

of the eituation and its demanda, ordere  or the esployment of the

air unite in aooordanoe with the requeate tor support eubmitted by

the Pan$er unita and approved by the General Staff Chiefa •ere trans-

mitted by direet Rire to the Operatioas 3tat'f oY'the YIII Air Corps.

i'hu s i t wae onl y a mat t er o  ' seoonda, or at noet mi aut e s , bef or e t he

reque®t of 4 Panaer divieion .ae transt'ormed into apecit'ic orders to

•
the air unite aonoerned, onea e uch detaile as attack time, target

Iimitatione, and the enemy ground a n
d air eituations had been olari-

fied. In thia way , too, the air units were ezactly inf'ormed as to

the locatioa of their o ra advanee ground troops and ae to the situatioa

o f t h e en enq i or e e o .

The sffeoto oY suah s requeat i or air eupport eould begin to make

themoelves telt in the aombat area coneerned within forty- i.e minutee

to an honr and a quarter aYter approval oi' the requeat in question.

One prerequisite tor the succeae of this short-notiee method of em-

ployment, ot' oourae, wae that the YIII lir Corps have one group ready

i'or immediate aommitment at all timea, so that it could be in the air

within twenty mfnuteB after reeeipt or  ita eombat ordera.
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23 - The Chie  oi  the General Stat'f oY the PanQer Group von Kleiat wae

Colonel (GSC) Zeitzler, .ho was later appointed Chiet  o   the Army

Gen er al St at'f .
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Ths sase ®ethod was used to seenre the eonetant availability o  an sde-

quate tighter eecort f'or $hort-notioe commitment.

"Rever again during the course or the wsr wae suoh a ssooth   tuao-

tioning systen Yor discuseing and planning  oint operationa aohieTSd",

asys 3eidemann .

The question ot ooordination with the P  er Group was one of' the

problems i aaed by the aommander. ot' the YIII Air Corps. The second wa.

oreated by the supply situation.

Dae to a nunber of' raators -- the suddenly longer distanoes to be
•

o er t e d t'f i t i n t e . t r an o t o f' l i of d t heo Y ed, h i oul fes h sp r supp es all kin s,

unreliability o ' oommunications lines to the rear aarea, the laok of both

ground and air traneport epaae a.ailairle to the Corps, the shifting oY

the supply syetea troa one gir Fleet area to aaother with ths ooassqnent

neeessity ror eoping with new supplg basea and supply lfnes, aad last

but not leaat the unezpeoted suddenness •ith whiah the grow nd organisat

. tion had been ordered to mone roreard -- the Corps was in serious difli-

culty as regarded the supply aspeot.

T re supply lines tow4rds ths tront had not yet bsen adequately se-

aursd and those towards the rear were slreu r oongested by the supply

aolumns on their wa,y to the Pan er units and by the alosely paaked oolumns

otr t he s l ower - mowi ng i nf s ,nt r y f or oe s .
l hu s t he onl y wo r of ine e t i ng t h e

most urgent supply demaade of the Corpe was by air. ,t the request of

the Corpa  the 1̀hird Air Rleet provided a large nucaber of Ju-52 tran.port

ai r cr   't whi ah wer e kept busy del i v er i ng m ppl i e s t o t he ltai n 3uppl y Depot

(Hauptnachschubplats) set up at the largest ot the e,irfields near  iise.
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The supply eituation was made even aore diYfioult by the une cpectedly

high ooasuaption ot ammunition.  ren during the e.mpaiSn i.n
Poland, it

had been noted that the number of aiseione aotuslly flow n by the di.e-

bomber unito per ds r and per month w4o several times higher than ths

r i gtuce oos put ed dur i ng mobi l i aat i on pl anni ng .   l t hough t hi e f aat had

beea t.ken into sooonnt during the plaaning and prePar tioa of the aam-

paign in the gest, the rirot Ye* days of operations again sho.ed a sar-

prisingly high oonaumption ot' ammunition -- much higher thaa ha d been

 ntioipated.
(It muet be remembered that the dive-bo.ber aad •lose-

•

n er
 support units were a4rrying out eight to tea grou p aissio • p day

dur i ng t he f i r s t f ew day s of t he of'f ea s i . e .
) To bomb aonsur pt i on ma s t

be added aorreapondingly high consumption of fuel, ammunition for the

airborae armame ata, spars p4rts, eta.

It was only du e to the e=teaeive aoamit®ent of the transport air-

crszt that the new ground organisation aotually suacesded in building

 
up adequate stoake at C uise in time to pernit the flying units of ths

 fI I I Jli r Corps t o at l eas t keep up wi t h t he armor ed f or c e• i n t he i r

rapid .dv4noe
 4
.

In epite of the supply diffloulties we h4ve mentioned, whiah were

compounded during the tirst fer da ys by the inaudequ4ay of the communien-

tions s otem, the a.ir miasioas continued on 18 liay and on ths days fol-

lowing .

24 .- The empty Ju-52'a were reserved for the traasport of  roy wounded

from the front. In this wsy thousands of wounded .oldiere Rere

able to reaeive prompt medioal attention in hospitals at home.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

   

le4

The firat onee were flo.n from the old basea until the uaits had eettled

in at the ne.ly eatabliehed airfielde in the t uise area.

ln eonneotion with the supply problem, there is one aore point which

ought to be mentioned in reepect to the arrange®ent aaad organieation of

ground orgaaiaation installatioae. Chiefly beaause of the suppl.T aituar

tion, but aloo in the fateresta oY a ore effeoti.e oomaaad, the 4III lir

Corp• begao oombining nearby individual airfielda into airfield groups,

the one at Guiee being the first. It is trae, of courae, that 4 gronp

• of u rffelda aonaentrated in a relatively amall apaae is more tulnerable

widely
to attaak by the enea p than more acattered airgielde •ould be. On the

other hend, the group method permits more effeotfve coneentratioa of

the antiairarat't artillery available tor defense. In thie partiaular

ingtaaee, the prerequiaites for the deoision to eetablish airfield

gr vupe wer e t h e i na c t i  ri t y of t he Al l i ed a i r f or c e e aa d t he f ae t t ha t

Qerman air superiority had l  a eady been establiahed.
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I . The Adv aa c e t o t he Channel , 18 t hr ough 21 Ya3r

The miasioaa ot the YIII Air Corps during the period prior to the

arrival of ths advanoe armored units at  he coast served primarily to

soreea the Panser force against attaok from the saath aad to oover it®

completely unproteoted left flank.

The enem r targets attaoked by the bomber and diTe-bomber uuits

during theee fe. daye formed a ohain eztending along the southera flaok

of the advanoing Panser aroup --  miens,  ontdidier, Ham, Soissons,

Laon , Eef ms , il ou z i er e , and St enay ( ldeu s e ) i n t he a or t her n   r goane . 

ittaoks were oarried out oa any and all targete which aight con-

oeivably threatea the southera flank of the advaacing foroe -- eaea 

troop oolv ne, high.ay and rail traffio, artillery positioas, aad --

abovs all -- tank parks and tank deployment marieuvera, espeoially in

the vioinity of gmiens, Laon , and 8eias. Yoreo9er, enem r bridgeheads

in the south, suoh as those at Ham and La Fere, along the Somme, iere

•
bombarded in order to frustrate the poasibility of the enemyr s utili-

sing then aa baaes fro  vhich to threaten the St. Quentin area and the

nearby groaad orgaai$ation of t] e YIII oir Corpa.

It goes without ss,y
ing that a number of units were still aesigned

to the seeoadary miesioa ft of ssoothing the way   the advanes tanks

by me aa • of we l l - pl ao ed a t t . ok s , a l t hough f o r t he mo s t pss t
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the armored advanas unite were 4oving ahead .ithout enoountering any

ene  yy r es i s t anoe at al l . By 18 lds~y Guder i an ' a t anks had r eaohed t hs

Peronne- Hos - Ira F'er e- Cr eag l i ne ; on 19 ltay t he t own of l l ber t i as t aken ;

on 20 Yy r   ieas was ocaupied. The adTanae tanks had reaahed the 4rea

lying north of Abbeville.

During the oourse of 21 Ygy, tbe ad anee Yoroe reaahed the aoaot

northwest of lbbeville -- the first goal of the operation had been

sahie.ed.

The t tr ee u ps i nol uded as l ppendi c e e 51 , 52 , and 53 8'i we a ol ear
 

pioture of the de.elopment of ground operatioas in the eombat eeator

under disouseion here
 5
.

Y  shows the progress oY the German panser advanae through the

mi ddl e of t he f r o nt a e of 18 liay , t hu s a t t h e poi n t when t he

YIII Air Corps began to support the operations of the Paazer

Group von Kleist ezolusively aAd when it began its traasYer

• to.ards the weat (Gni ae}.

 
,
II snpplements l[ap I in that it indicates the poeition of the

P4nzer Group .on Sleist, i.e. that of the Paaaer Corps

(  ,ider i an and t he Pans s r Cor pe He i nha rd t , a s o f 20 l[a,r; i t

elearly reveals their ezposed position between the t.o noi

widely separated areas of operationa and indieates the

goals set for their immediate future.

 5 - Haps I aad III were taken irom the book "Dentsohiaad im 1CaapY" (Ger-

nsay in the Yidst of the Strug6le), publiahed by the Yinistry of

pr opa,g anda a n,d t he Wehr v aaht Hi Sh Command . 1[a,p
I I wa s t a]cen f r oa

Tippelakirah , op. oit.
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l[ao I I I r ef l eot s t b,e ai tuat i oa aa of 21 ldg,y , t   e end of t he peri od

under d.isaussion here; the Channel aoast has been reaahed.

In addition, all three maps provide a pieture of the ocrurse of the

overall front on the days in question.

By the time the advanae armored t'orae had reaohed the Channel aoast 

however, the direation of' interest and the aissioae of the YIII Air Corps

ha d al r ea dy b egun t o ah i Yt . To be s ur e , t he advanc e t'or o e wa s s t f 1 1

being eapport " herever aeoessary, and the southern t'laN c was still being

!
oovered from ths air. But a new probles  had arisen in the aorth -- in

Flanders and Artois the battle to keep the Anglo-Frenah armies eaairaled

was in f ill s.ing, ond the  llied armies were repeatedly trying to

break out to rarda the south.

8eginning with 20 Ms y, the servioes ot' the VIII Yir Corps were re-

quired to an e.er inoreasing degree in the north, a sign that the shift

in its main area of oonoentratios was beginnin g . The first, purely
•

o f f ens i v e mi s e i on s wer e f o l l owed by a de f en s i v e a s s i   e nt - - i n t he

strategie •ense onl . For frov the tsatioa.l point oY •ie., a defensiYe

air mission ean oaly be aacomplished through the medium of attack.

On 20 lQa y a relatiTely large rorce was assigned to attaak targets

in the aorth ra.ther th4n in the south. The f'ocal point of its attaak

was the Douai-LeCateau-Bavai area, lying direotly to the north of
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the YIII Air Corpo ground organization. 6 aumber of enen y tonks whioh

had penetrated to a point directly north of C uioe were deatroyed.

On the   me d.,y, attaaks were cu ried out to destroy the pre4ioualy

®en t i oned enemy b r i dg ehe ads a t Hrm and La Fer e i n t h e oou t h .

The Corpo was also still engaged ia its task of  noothiag the wy r

for the .dvanae tank t'orce along the Channel coaet towarda the aorth.

Thu s the YIII Air Corpo was operating in three directiono at the

eame time.

4n t he l a s t day of t h i s par t i cul ar p2 a s e o f oper a t i on a (whi eh ha d
•

oo.ered the period 18 through 21 lday), there oeourred a oomba,t inoident

whi e h de aer v es sp ec i al ment i on sa ,d at t en t i on - - t he i nai dent a t Cambr ai .

Dur i ng t he mor ni ng of ' 21 lday , whi l e t he adv anc e ar mor ed f or c e wa a

nearing tlu coast northwest oY Abbeville, something happened behind their

own eomb4t front whioh served to illuminate the danger threatening not

only the ground vrganies,tion of the PIII oir Corpa, loeated a. it rao

• be t we en t wo ea es y i   •ont a , but al eo t h e r e ar ar ea c ommuni c a t i ona l i n e o

ot ' t he Panz er Group .

Coming rrom the north, that i• trom the hlaaders and lrtoio 4rea,

whe r e t he b at t l e o t' eno i r al ement wa s g e t t i ng under way , a Fr ench ar tnor ed

force carried out an assault on Cambrai, whoee nearby air feld was al-

rea y occupied by the Clo$e-Support Group and one single-engine  ighter

gr oup . At t he moment oi   t h e a t ta ck , t he Germ4n Ar a y had no i  or oe s a t

i t s di s po s a l t 'or a oount er a c t i on . Th e adv anc e e l emant a o t' t he I nf ant ry

Cor ps , on i t s wa,y t o Ca mbr a i , wer e no t ezp e a t ed t o ar r i v a t he r e un t i l

about aoon.
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The situation wao critieal, t'or i'ranch armored and motorised units

had already reaohed the northern and eastern outekirto ot" the town and

had t aken t h e cr owded ai r f i e l d under 2'i r e .

it this point, Captain  eiss ordered hie tried and tested Close-

Support Group into the air and began to bombard the eneaUr troopa in oae

a t t a ek wav e s,f t e r t he o t her . The f i gti t er a i r c r af t a1 BO par t i c i pa t ed i n

these attaoke, and the German aatiaircra. t artillery conoentrated around

the airfield (both 11ght and heavy batteries  took part in the fighting

on t he gr ound .
'

Thaak e t o Capt ai n l  ei s s ' ac t i oa , t he enemy as s aul t wao br onght t o

a halt and the numerous participating ene my tanks finally beaten baak

under hea  r l oos es . The r emnant s of t he enelqy f or ae, appr o=i oat e l y f or t y

tanks and 150 truoks of lnfantry troops, .ithdrew towardo the north during

t he ai 't ernoon . They were pur cued by t he advsnae t roops of t he I I Arn y

Corpa, who had arrived in the veaatiae and who took over the task of

•
seo uring the territory to the north.

At firat glance the Cambrai inoident may seem to be no aore than

an insigiaificant epieode iithin the overall offensive. Yet it was

more than an episode; fi the Frenah foree had succeeded in ita break-

thrvugh aotion, it iould surely ha.e been follaeed by others; not oaly

oou l d i t hav e ov er r un t he gr ound or ga ni z at i on of t he 1fI I I   i r Cor p s s,nd

put it out of aation, but it aould alao have seriouely disrupted the

rear area eommuniaations lines of the Panzer Graup . It aould have

brought the advanoe of the Pan$er Group to a halt -- tenporarily at

least -- by toraing it to seoure its northern rlank before moving on.

I n s hor t t he ef t"e a t o of s ueh a su cc e s sf u l br eakt hr ough e oul d hav e be en

of great atrategic importance,
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partiaularly if the enemy had attaoked with hia armored foroe• fros the

south at the .aQe time, a move whiah would eertainly ha'e had to be  

tieipated under the oireum.tanae..

That the.e developaant  were hindered, wa. due aolely to the 'III

Lir Corpa, aad apeoit'ically to Captain Teiso. In an area in whiah thers

wer e no g r ound t r oop. av a i l abl e , t he Lu f t waf f e - - by i t ae l f - - had  sue-

oe.efully aountered a surprise threat to the vulnerable northern flank

of the atrategioally very important advanoe armored foroe. A aeriou.

ari.ie in ths overall situation bad been averted
26

.•

On the .ame d y, conoentrated attac]cs were aarried out on targeta

in the St. Pol-Bathure area and farther north, along the front or the

Panser Group, which was advanoing north along the aoaet.

The attacke were direeted from St. Quentia t'or the Yirst tiae.

The ground organisation, in other word. the operational base for

the unito o  the ifIII Air Corpa, had been moved forward pieoe by piece
•

during the period of operatioae detaribed above (18 through 21 I  r)
27

The ground organization distribution map shows the original area

of opera.t
ions around the Charleville-Sedan-NeuYohateau-Baetegne-St.

Hubert region ae well ae the new oae in the Guise-

26 - See alao the report of the Comm.ader of the Cloae-Support Group,

included aa lppendfz 54•
27 - See Appendiz 55•
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Cawbrai-St. c uentia area, the foc41 point or which was the airfield

gr oup around Qui s e .

The map aleo indicates the advance take-off fields at 3t. Fol and

St. Omer , which were established during the following few days to serve

as baaes for fighter and alose-support airaraft
28

.

In addi t i on t he map ha  been marked t o ehow t he ground si t uat i on,

e speci al l y t he c our se of t he enem3r Yront e , a$ i t was t o be on t he eveni ng

of 22 lLay. ' hia partioular date w4e selected because the eneirelement

• area in Flandere and  rtois was elearlT apparent for the first time in

the eituation maps of the Commander in Chief, Army. It had not yet

been clearly enough defined to aha r up on the maps for the preaeding

days.

The purpose of thia map ia to maace it olearly evident that the

gr ound or g ani z at i on of t he  TI I I Ai r C  r p s , wedg ed f n b et we en t rro en emy

fronts,  as in a dangerously ezposed position. One result of this

•
situation vas the Cambrai incfdent juet desaribed.

Rev er t he l a s s , j u st a f ew ds y s be f or e - - on 19 and 20 liaJ - - t he

situatfon had been even more critiaal in that aoae of the slowly ad-

vsnoing infantry troops at all had arrived to eeaure the territory to

the south along the Somme, while the French had already moved their

bridgeheads across the Som.me
towsrds the north. l [oreover the area

between the southern and northern fr+onts was still full of isolated

enea y units of varying strength, Rhich ha.d been seattered by

28 _ Tb,e a,dvanoe t ake- of f ar ea i a i ndi oat ed by s broken l i ae (- - -  
.
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t h e b r ea.k t h r ou gh of t h e t a.n.
k s . Thu s , f or s av er a l day s an d n f gh t s t h e

ground organization ha,
 lain in unsecured and unoccupied enem y' terri-

tory , vulners ble to attack from tne ground on all sidea.

This unpleaeant situation  as made all thc worse by the fact that

enem,y
bombardment attack9 ag inst the Guise airfielda had been carried

out at night for the first time. These s ttack$ resulted in not only

considerable material da,mage
to the s ircra2't on the  round but also

a f e e l i n g ot ' c on at s n t un ea s i na s s among b a t h cr ews and gr ound p er s onn e l .

• On the  rhole, the air situation during this period scems to have

been determined by the fact that the French  ir Force was zn proceas of

b e i ng  ri t hds av n t owa.r d s t h e r e a r . Th er e wer e h  ir d l y any r epor t s o f

enemy f"ightar activity.

Gercnau a,ir activity , on tbe other hand, was again -- or atill --

su f f'e r i n g f r om su pp l y d i t 't  i ou l t i e a .   s a r e su l t , i t f r equ en t l y h a pp en-

ed t h 4,t t h e s qu a,dr on s c ou l d t ak e o r't ' wi t h on l y s ev en , i n s t e ad of n i n e

•
a i r c r a f t , zn d t he gr oup s   i t Y  onl y t wo , i n a t e a d of t hr e e a qu adr on s .

The majority of' the supply deliveries tere still being made by the

transport aircraft.
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II. The Stru gle for the Channel Coast a,od the Battle of Flsnders and  .  .

istois, 22 througb 28 Ya,r

The ezpooed poQition of the VIII Air Corps re®ained oritiaal for

the tiae being. Large-ooal• ene y aation was eapeoted in both the

aorth aad the routh . For at that time there tas no wa,y of ]m owing

that the enairoled enem,}r armies were destined to fa.il in their 4tte apt.

to break out from the north or that there wera no plans a foot for a

l as g e- aoal e oo nc en t ra t ed t hr us t   f r om t he sou t h a aro s a t he 3omne

and the disne.  11 in all, the situation was eharaaterised by a high
•

degree of uncerteinty.

The niasions of the YIII Air Corps rem4ined the same ae they had

been ei nae 20 lta,y :

1) air support for the  rm,t in the battle of Flanders and Artois

(this was the primary missioa 

2) e i r euppor t o f t he adv aa c e of t he ar mo r ed f or c e m].on g t he

  Channel coaat towards Boulogne and Calais in the north

3 ) s i r aov ar Yor t he s ou t h er a f l  m]c ot t he panz er gr oup whenev er

neoeseary .

22

On 22   [s }t wea t her oond i t i one wer e su ah t ha t 4er i a l r eoonnai s aanoe

ha d t o be po s t pon ed unt i l t he af t e r noon . Then , oa t he ba oi +a o f r eoon-

naiaaanae reports, the dive-bomber units were sent up to attaek enemy

troop movements in the area of St. Omer, St. Pol, Douai, Bailleul, and

Ca e s e l .
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The tank advanoe oontinued along the Chaanel eoast towarda Boulogne and

Cal ai s . The e.i r uni t s oont i uued t o at t ack ahead of t he t s nk a , bat t er i ng

the eneey to the point where he waa willing to surrender. By svening

the tsnks had arriTed at Boulo  e.

Oa the same ewening, haRe4er, the diwe-bombera operating aear the

e o a at enf f er ed t he i r t i r s t 4e r i ous l o s s e . i n a our pr i s e a t 'Ce ok by a

et r ong Br i t i s h f i ght er f or c e . For t he f i r e t t i me , e l e men t s o f t he

British home air defense foroe had left their baaea in southeaotern

Tngland to intervene in the air war ov er the Continent. With thie,
•

the air eituatioa had suddenl r beoome oritioal -- and it was to becoae

more and more critical up to the battle ot Dunkirk.

Again on tha tollowing day, 23 hay, the dive-bomber• lost a good

mar  r ai r e r af t t o t h e Br i t i s h f i gh t er . , unt i l t he Ger n an t i ght er uni t •

we r e or der ed i n no un o er t.a;i n t er ms t o do s ome t h i ng about i t . I n t he

ensuiag aerial combat they mana8ed to gain the upper haad.

• g   ng 23  day , t h e Cor p® oone en t r a t ed a l l i t s av a i l ab l e un i t s i n

repeated attaeks in support of the battle at Flanders and Ortois. 111

enem y troop mowements aad aombat positions in the srea west snd aout 

we s t of Li l l e . er e s ub   e o t e d t o aon . t an t bombar dme nt . Spee i f i e al l y ,

eueh targets w ere loeated and eombatted near  staires, Lillers, Bethnne,

La Basaee, Lena, Orrae, Henin-Lietard, Caririn, Ste. Catherine, Nitoulas,

and Sy.

These attaek s seem to hawe becn so speetaoularly euccessfull aad

their results eo impressive that
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by ev eni ng , Gene r s.l v on $ i ch t hof en ' s ev al ua t i on o f ' t he s i t ua t i on wa s ez -

tremely optimistio -- "We won the battle of Flandera todsry; all that's

l e f 't t o do i n t he nor t h i e t o mop up t "  9 I n r ea l i t y , howev er , t he

f i ght i ng wa e t o oon t i nu e f or some t i me .

But the eoneentrated attack carried out in eupport of Army opera-

tions wae not the only misaion for the YIII  ir Corpe on that da3r. In

t h e af t er no on , i mmedi a t e l y af t er r e c e i p t of a r epor t t ha t t he Br i t i s h

•ers landing troop• t rom transport ships and destroyera north and

iouth ct'Boulogne, both dive-bomber wingo wcre ordered up to attack the
•

t t s . The War Di Kr i e s t ag ebu ch) of t he YI I I 4 i rca e my nav al ar gê   ỳ ( 8

Cor p e r e cord a "on e er ui s er , t hr e e de e t r oy er s , and t'i v e t r an spor t v e s s e l a

sunk"
3 

.

On 2 3 laay t h e YI I I Ai r Cor ps ha.d c onc ent r a t ed on oper a t i o ne t owar ds

t he nor t h and nor 'thwe Bt . On t he t'o l l owi ng diry - - 24   y - - i t was t i gh t -

ing trom 4 oentral point tows.rds
both north a  aouth.

_ South ot the Somme, a large t-orce atta,cked enemy troop movements

and Qsaembly points in the Amiens-Corbie-Ddoreuil area, t  is protecting

t he r ear o t' t h s Ger na n ar mi e s , wh i c h t  ac ed nor t h i n t he r i ght i ng of

t he b at t l e of ' Fl ander a an d Ar t oi s .

Subsequently the same torce together .ith still more units •as as-

signed to operationa in tbe north, where it attaoked enemy troop can-

centrations in the

29 - 8 epor t ed by Dei chm ar n .
30 - Th ese are the tigures given by Deichmann, on whoae report the en-

tire paragraph is based. The author oonaiders it highly unlikely ,

however, that the Britiah ahould have been ls.nding troops at or

near Boulogne at thia point. In view oY the overall situation, it

seems much more logieal that the British should have been ev` at -

  troops ot the British Ezpedition.ary
Corps which had been caught

i n and ar ound Bou l ogne . '  hi s v er s i oa s eems al l t he mor e pr obab l e
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Footnote 30 (cont 

when we eonsider that it wae shortly after thia that the Britiah

Admiralty decided oa Operatioa DYNAMO, i.e. the evaouation oi  the

entire British Eapedition4ry Corps t rom Dunkirk .
I n any ca ae , acc o r di ng t o t he si t ua t i on ma p    or 23 Mary , t he Br i t i ah

troope at Baulogne were in a hopeless posftion and there waa nothing

to be gained by leaving them there, let alone bringing othera to

3oin them .
The e=eaution ot Oper4tion DYP ]d0 ia deRCribed in the chapter deal-

iag with Dankirk .
Fi n al l y , t h e rtumb er ot" ene iqy ah i ps sunk me e®s qu e a t i onabl e - - pr e-

Qumabl y t h e i  i gur e s abov e r ef l ec t t he Y i r s t , ov e r l y opt i mi s t i e

reporta brought in by the orewa, iho had ha,d little erperfenoe in

co aabat t i ng n4v a l t a rg et a .
•

•
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Dunkirk-Cassel-Poperinghe-Ypres area, s s well as enemy naval targets

i n t he ha.rbor s of Dou l ogne and Wi s s axit .

These few days give one the impresaion that the 9III Air Corps was

"everywhere and nowhere" -- once again it wQa playing tr.e role oi  4 tire

brigade, thrown into action wherever there was a flare-up. The major-

i t y oi   i t s wi s s i ons prov i ded di r ec t r e l i e i ' a l ong bot h t h e or"f en ai v e and

defeneive fronta ot  the Army . In the aorth, its operations were largely

tactical in na,ture;
in the aouth , etrategic.

One also has thc impression that the coordination of operationa
•

wi t h t he Aru y wa a no l ong er ao amoo t h ; a t t h i a st s.g e c er t ai n di f t'i cu l -

t i e e and a c er t s ,i n a.mount o t  t'r i c t i o n we r e begi nni ng t o make t hems e l v e a

t 'e l t . Gener a l v on Ri ch t hof 'en ' s r e mark ( ma de on 24   ay ) wou l d ae em t o

substantiate this impreasions "On all sides the enemy hag to be soft-

en ed up by t h e Luf t wat 'f e . Our i nf an t ry i e do i ng v ery l i t t l e t o t hi s

end, and our artillery still less. The pilota have to do it All.

•  b erybody ia acreaming t'or our help."
31

3 1 - Ba s ed on Dei chma nn ' s r cpo r t .
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And at the same tiae, the "pilots" hs d to defend themeelves on the

ground  rithout benefit of an,y eupport by the Army. During this period

the heavily aongested airfi ld at St, quentin was atill, or rather once

again, under Frenah artillery fire from the south; the diTe bombers

had to be preesed into aervice to put it down.

On 25  ay a atrong foree of bombere and dive bombers was needed

once again to earry out attaoks in the south near Amieae (Amieas-lw xale-

B[o t di di e r )
, i n or der t o suppor   t he f o r raa t i o n of a ne.   rmy def en s i v e

•
f r ont . The Br i t i s h t sanlc r egi ment s mov i ng up t o s.t t a ck wer e b e4t en

back .

lnother dive-bomber force attacked enem,y naval targets off Calais

wi t h aons i der ab l e eaae e s +a. Th i s a t t ac k , t oo ,  ra $ oount er od by Br i t i s h

f i g ht e r ai r ar a f t f r om t h e home a i r def 'ene e f or c e - - f or t he f i r at t i me

without any sueceas. In the meantime the German fighter esaort had

been strengthened and asrefully organised and aould ao longes be 

taken by surpriae by the Britiah fighters.

On the evening of 25 l ay, after a detailed orientation session with

all the panser unit aoammanadera, the Commanding General of the YIII  ir

Corpe drew up the follo.ing summary of the situation in the aorths

1) The enemy was still strong in the Tournai-Conde-Valenciennes-

Dena i n- Len s ar e a

2) Th e Pan zer Gr oup v on Kl e i at h ad r e c e i v ed v rder e f r om t he Piihr er

himself to stop at the St. Omer-Gravelines line to aroid going

on into unsuitable terrain (t)
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3) The enei r c l ement of t he r ernai ni ng enemy t roop a, a l r eady under

way, wae to be completed from the eaat by the Sizth Arn y. The

latter, however, was moving muoh too slowly.

4  In order to elose otf the enciralement area from the •eat and

thus to prevent the eaeape of the enemy troopa to the eoast,

the drmy had requ ested the YIII Air Corpe to do ite best to

the
help the ground i oreea to move i'or ard to.arda Hasebrouk-Casoel-

Bergues area aa rapidly as poasible.

5) The mai n par t of t he t own of Ca l ai s wa s al r eac y i n German handa ,•

bu t ene  qy r e ei at e.ne e at t he f or t and on t h e nor t hern edg e of

the town would have to be broken down by the YIII Air Corpe

the follo ing day.

I f t he PI I I l i r Co rps wa a t o f u l f i l l t he ee n ew a i a s i ona , i t s gr ound

organization would have to be moved forward into the area around St. Pol.

At the aoment, however, t1 e move eould be aacomplished only for thei
ol o oe- SUppor t g  ro up and f or t h e f i ght e r a , si no e t ha s uppl y ei t ua t i on

 as auch thst only t} soe unita oould be serviced from the advance baaea.

The tranef'er of the figtiter unite waa particularly urgent, "inasmueh

aa the 8oya1 Air Foree is superior to our foroes in the Calafa area l"
32

Obv i ou s l y und er t he i n f l uena e of h i s a onf er eno e wi t h t h e t aril c c om-

msndera, General von 8iohthofen once again gave voice to hia oritical

attitude to rarda the Army , this time in respeet to ita dependence upon

t he Luf t waf f e s "We eaf f er t h e l o s ee e , aa d t he t r oops c al l f or he l p .

They have an ezaggerated feeling of vulnerability in the face oY enemy

ai r a t t a+ck ,

3 2 - Ba s ed on Dei ohmann   s r e por t .
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b ecause t hey ar e not u sed t o i t . They . on ' t do ar yt hi ng aqy mor e  ri th-

out air $apport.M
33

1'his rather drastie stateaeat by General von xichthoYea ie no doubt

somewhat ezaggerated. Neverthelees it does characterize a very real

•eakness in the ground troopa at that time; they had been epoiled by

t he f a at of Ger ma n ai r s up er i or i t y .

In keeping .ith the evalustion of the situation on 25 Ygy aad in

couplianoe .ith the requests aubmitted by the tank commanders, on 26

• lday the aati.ity of the YIII Air Corps .as restricted to the north.

All the available units  ere oonoentrated in repeated attaaks on the

EBtairea-Armentieres-Bailleuil area, .here eneiqy troopa  rere tightly

massed. The troop oonaentration area •as proteated by a strong fighter

de f ens e i 'or a e , ho. ev e r , e o t ha t t he a t t a ck s r e s ul t ed i n he avy Ger man

losses.

On the aoast Boulogne had eurrendered, and the attaoYa on the

•
f or t i f i cat i ons at Cal ai s had been Qucc e s ef ul .

The graund situation as a Rhole is iadicated by Yap IY ("Status of

Combat as of 26 l ay")
34

. Ae the map reveals, the enoiralement area

had tighteaed and ras shifting alightly tvwards the west; south of

it, hotever, along the Somme, there is no sign of a well-defined, uni-

ri ed f ront .

During the follo.ing daya, the battle of Flanders and  rtois grad-

ua l l y near ed i t s ooncl u s i on . Oa 28 lday t he Bel g i an   .r my s ur r ender ed .

33 - Based on Deiehmann'e report.
34 - See Appendiz 56.
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On the aame d y, Eatairea and Poperinghe iese once again sub eoted

t o heawy boabar dms nt by t he uni t s of t he YI II Ai r Cor ps - - f or t he l a at

t i me . The bat t l e had eoae t o aa end.

In the meantime the PIII Air Corp• had alresdy begua ita aotivity

i n t he Dunki rk ar ea , wh i oh wa s t o i nc r ea ae s t eadi l y - -» wi t hou t i nt er r np-

t i on - - unt i l t h e o l i a az r epr eaent e d by t he Br i t i ah Op er at i on DYNAYO.

'lhi• scaoun t of the role played by the VIII Air Corps in Operation

YEhhO'  ( Ge l b )
, hot ev er , f i nd s i t s end • i t h t he c one l u ai oa of t h e ba t t l e

of Flauders an+d Artois. Ita activity during the period immediately
 

following ia deecribed in detail in Chapter IX (An Interludes Dunkirk).

On 30 lday , t h e   I I I 1 i r Corpe rec e i v ed i t e or der a f or s new of f en-

sive directed to.ards the south -- Operation 8ED (8ot).

And . h i l e t lx bomber , di v e- bomb er , a nd f i   i t er un i t o wer e e u r y i ng

out their asaigned attaaka on Dunkirk -- which , in the last analysia,

wer e un suoa e as f u; - - t h e l e adeara ot  t h e YI I I Ai r Co rp s beg an   pr e-
•

n f i t f o r ce s t owar da t h e aou t h s adparationa for the redeployme t o s

for ita psrt in the aecond ot'fen4ive.

  p Q3 5
r e f l e c t s t he ground s i t ua t i on a s i t wa e at t er t h e end ot

t h e f i r s t pha s e of t he o t'f enai v e and be f or e t he et ar t of t he s e ooad

ph as e , i n o t h er wor ds a t t ha t poi nt when t h e Lnf t wa f 'f e ' a on l y a s s i gned

area o* ooncentration was over Dunkirk.

In order to help the reader to follo. more eaaily the aceount given

in the teat, still snother map has been attaahed perta,ining to this

ahapter in general

35 - See Appendiz 57, "Statue of Combat ae of 31 Dday".
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and t o t he l ast sect i on i n par t i aul ar (Th e Str uggl e Yor t h e Chiwnel Coast

and t he Batt l e of Fl ander e and Ar t oi s , 22 t hr ough 28 Dda,Y
} • Thi • i e a

®ap of Franae (ecale 1:200,000
)
, Sheet Nr. 4, Lille

36
.

Al1 plaae name. whiah hao e been  aentioned ia ths tezt are outlined

in blue on the map.

Yost oY these reter to towns or villagea whieh themsel.ea .ere

bombed or in whose immediate vicinity bombing attacks were aarried out.

Ths advance airfields oY the YIII Air Cprps in t} e weat are clear-

1y matked. 

a n e o t h er p o i n t de s er ve s men t i on s on e os n t e l l f r om t h e maP ho r

very dii'floult orientation and target location must have beea tor the

dive-bomber and close-support unite over the densely populated indus-

trial distriat ot northern France.

36 - 3ee Appendiz 58.

•
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Concluding Observations

Our conc l udi ng eummar y of t he ac t i v i t y ot' t he 9 I I Z b i r Cor ps   i l l

be limited to no more than one or tr o pointe, especially as the prin-

oiples underlying the conduet of operations ond the ezeaution oz the

operations themeelves have been discuased repeatedly and in deta,i
l

in the preeeding account of' eYente.

As f ar a s t h e me t h od o  pre s ent s ,t i on i s oonc erne d , I ahou l d l i ke

t o ez pl ai n wh r I f 'ound i t mor e appro pr i at e t o t  o l l ow d e
 

e l opment s day

by day th4n to present the overall eouree ot' events in outline. Only
•

by f o l l owi ng t he a ot i v i t y of t b,e Cor p e t hr ou  h es oh day ot t he ot i en-

aive so far was it possible to giPe a clear picture ot' the number and

variety of the misaions asaigned to it and oY the eztrr.ordinary flez-

ibility deamonstrated by both its ao®anandera and ite troopa in the

t a e e ot ' oo n at s n t l y ahs ng i ng ai t uat i on s . Command and t r oop s a1f Ye

pr ov ed f u l l y oapabl e ot ' aopi ng wi t h t he t ac t i e al . and at r a t egi a r e-

•
quirementa oi the Ar y. The problem oY "direat snpport of graund oper-

ations" ae a mi®sion o  the Cloae-Support Corpe of th e Luitiafte zaa

ao l ve d i n po s i t i   e l y "al a s af a " f a s h i o n . The pr ev i ou a a ar ef u l eTal ua-

tion oY the ezperienae gained during the aampaign in Polan d had borna

truit, even under other eiraumataaces and changed conditions.

The aubj ea t oY t he oo nduct of al o s e - s uppor t oper s t i ons by t he

Luftwaffe -- although restrieted to only one eorpe among several --

has been dealt with in gr eater detail than the method of employment

 

and pr ob l emp i nh e r ent i n  commi t me nt of t he o t her Luf t  raf f e aor p s . Th i s

fa the caae not only bec4use -- eompar4tively speaking --
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there ie more doaumeatary material avail4ble oonoerning the activity of

t he VI I I Ai r Cor ps t haa of t he ot her Luf twaf f e oor ps . Thi s i e t he os s e

pr i mar i l y beeaus e t he probl en of "di r eot suppor t ot  ground ope r at i ons "

-- involving the olosest poseible aoordinatioa ot operations between

a i r uni t s and l u ge pa,nz er uni t a , of t en ov e r l ong d i s t a nc e o and ent ai l i ng

t he l ong - r ang e s e l eat i on ot' r emo t e t sr ge t s , as we l l 4 8 t he hss ar dou s e ov -

ing of s ground organizstion foar rard into territory threateaed by the

eaemy -- was posed for the tirst time in th e history oi  air .arrare

and, what is more, was solved.•

I t ms ỳ be v i ewed as 4 def i o i enay o f t h e pr ec ed i ng 4 c oount t hs t t he

oonneotion bet.een the aatiTity of the Close-Support Corps and ths ao-

t i v i t y ot t he r e s t of t he Lu f t wat 'f e wa a no t suf f i c i ent l y at r e s s ed . Ye t

for sll practical purposee, there w s no eonnection st that time, apmrt

from the Yew inst noes in whioh 4 connection wes specifieally mentioned.

  a dems.nded by t he s i t ua t i on i n whi eh i t r ound i t s e l f , t he YI I I   i r

  Cor p s pl ann ed 4nd as  'i e d ou t al l t he mi s af on s - - t a c t i asl s x d   r   t eg i c ,

as dictated by esch individual situation -- on ite own initiative and

wi t h i t s owa f or c e s . Bo t on l y di d i t a c coap l i eh t h e pr i mat y mi s ai on ,

t ha t of a l ear i ng t he pa th o s  adv ane e f or t he pa nz er uni t a , bu t a t t he

same time it utilized ite unita to provide direat air cover along the

flanks of the panzer units during their penetration thruste iato enemy

t e rr i t ory and t hu s s e our ed t h e s t r a t egi c s uc c e s a of t he t ank a s s au l t

behind the enemy frm t. And it wae not only the Corps' sma.ll
bomber

f or a e whi ch hs ..nd l e d t he a e a i.s s i on s ; t he br unt w  e bor ne pr i ms r i l y by

the dive-bomber unita, whiah proved to be the moet ef"fective instrument

s,v 4 i l ab l e .
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 t s.ny rate, the traditional division of labor -- employment of the

dive-bombers in advan.ee of the front and aommitment ot the bombere to

oov er t he f l anks - - was not appl i aabl e t o t he si tuat i on of t he YI II Ai r

Cor ps .

The pr e c edi ng aae ount of t he c ou r s e oY erent e ha a mad e no a t t empt

to shaw in how far the aotivit  of the "long-ran8e oorpo" (i.e. all the

r e s t of t he Lu f t wa f r e aor pe ) on ei t h er s i de oY' t he YI I I l i r Cor ps ma,y

  4 e     s ,n i ndi r ec t i nf l uen ae on t be aec ompl i ahment of t he

ol o s e- SU.PPor t mi s ai on . I t i e obv i ou e , howev er , t hat t he ai r f l e e t s ,

•

1 the Third  ir Fleet, ae the superior headquartera of the
particular y

yIII Air Corp$, directed the a+ativity of their long-range corpa to

aonf or m  ri t h t h e r e qui r eme nt a i nhe r ent i n t h e n e ed t o mai nt ai n a poi n t

of ma,in effort for the overall oparation, so that their miasiona aloag

t he f l ank a of t h e Cl o s e- Suppor t Cor pe o er t a i nl y ba d aome ef f ea t i n t he

deptha ot' the ene  t territory, nnmely in those areas in  hich atrong

e   my t r oo p eo nc ent r at i o n s wer e s ns Pea t ed o r f ear ed . The aa t ua l ae t i -
•

vity of the long-range oorpa eannot be delineated with any degree of

4 eTt   n t y , at l ea s t no t on t he b aai e of t he av ai l ab l e do cv men t e • Th e

e=a ct degr e e of ooo rd i na t i on b et we en t h e c onduc t of a l o s e- s uppor t op er -

ations and the proviaion of air cover for the flanka in the depths of

en e qy t er r i t or y cou l d b e r e oon s t r uc t s d on l y by r ef er en ae t o t h e dai l y

operational ordera and the individual misaiona aseigned to the long-

range aorpa. UnfortunatelY, these ordera nre not available.

Ther e i s s t i l l ano t her f ae t or whi e h ma y be si gn i f i aeunt .

  s 1  d al s o b een t he c a s e dwri ng t he os mpai 8n i n Po l and , t he ea-

and the constant
t r emel y c l o ae c oo per a t i on b et we en Luf t wa f f e and i r my

need for direot participation by Luft.affe eommanders at the front lines
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had l ed t o t he s l o  bu t sur e ri t hdr awal of t he QI II Ai r Corpa f rom t he

di r eet com  and of i t s superi or headquar t er s . Th e Corps hsd beoome mor e

or less independent. This aas not so apparent 4s long as the Corps

wae subardinate to tha Seeond  ir Fleet and Tas operating within a

olearly defined sxe4 against relatively limited targets. Onae under

the Third gir Fleet, however, it beca®e IDore and more evident 4s the

Cor pa "4 a  shed" i n t he we st i n t he wake of t he ar mor ed wedge and coul d

no longer be reached, simply beoause of the inadequaay of sign al avamu-

niaatioas. Geographiaally, too, the distances bet reen the variaus
 

Luf t waf f e oo maand s t a f f po at s ha .d gr own s t e adi l y gr e at er . By t he t i me

t he Thi r d l i r Fl e et go t ar oun d t o a o ri ng i t s cou  and he adquaact e r e i n t o

southern Belgiu 
37

, the headqu ucters of the YIII Air Corp. had alreadT

left 5t. Quentin for the Doullens are4 (north of  miens), in order to

be ae near as poasible to the Pa.nzer
Group headQuarters.

"IInder the

eircumstanaes, the YIII Jlir Corpe had no choice but to aat with a good

•
deal of independenae. The renuneiation of firm eommand on the part or

the Third Air Fleet  as m intelligent and favorable move.p
38

Ne  er t he l e s e , i t ' t h e ne ed i "o r i t ha d ar i s en , al o s er e oordi nat i on

 ith other Luftwaffe aorps would l   e been posaible at any tiae. On

t he v ery f e r o c aa s i ona whe a t h i e pr ov ed n ec e s s e,r y , t he pr ob l e® wa s

solved very satisfactorily.

37 - Boumont C4stle, south of St. Hubert, the abandoned comosnd head-

qua,r
t e r e of t h e YI I I Ai r Cor p e .

39 - Seidemann, op. ait.
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In no aaae did the solution preaent an y difYiaulty, for the two

groups of missions involved were ao very difrerent. There were only

tRO caeeo in which 3oint op  ationa proved neceaaary  first, together

with the II Air Corps (in oharSe ot the operation), duriu8 the arossing

of the Yeu.e seotor near Sedan-Charleville and durin8 the suboequent

at ta ek a on t he Yagi not Li ne i n t hi ® ar ea ; aYrd seaond , dur i ng t he com-

„i t s ent of t he ent i r e Luf twaf f e at Dunki rk 39
 

Duri ng al l t he phas e s of t he f i r st of f enai ve , t her e was f r equent

need for eoordinated operations d th the I aad II Antiaireraft drtillery

'
Co rp o . Car r i ed ou t bo t h aa a par t of t he gr ound f i 8h t 1n8 and i n ai r

deY enee a etiona, theae operationa were alwa.ya
handled .moothly on the

b a ai s of di r e ot p er aonal ag r e ement s - - i . e . wi th aut or der s f r om a

s upe r i or h eadqua r t er e .

In alosing, let u s look once more at the development •i the air

e i t ua,t i on .

,
  ng t he f 'i r at f ew da3rs oY t he o i f ene i v e , i n conn e ct i on wi t h i t a

t a ak of s uppor t i ng t h e oper a.t i ons o f t he Si z t h Araiy , t h e YI I I Ai r Co rpa

had s oon a ahi ev ed ai r sa Pea'i or i t y ov er ea at e rn Bel gi uo •

g temporary tl  '  uP     emY air aetlvity during the Yighting

inaidental to the orosaing or the Meuee in the Sedan-Charlewille area

*as q  akly and succeasfully oountered.

Dur i n,g t he t hr ust to t he aea , German ai r supe  'f or i t y • as cl esr

And uncontested.

In the la.a
t phase of aetivity , ho ever, in the area east or

39 • Se e Cha pt er I JL, An I nt er l ude s Dunki rk .
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I
i  e ar ano e f or

t h e Cha nnel oo a s t , s e r i ous enemy a.i r r e s i at anc e made i t s app
l

  e f  $t time, resu ting in heavy loeaea tor the Germsn uaito. The
I

most modera Yighter unite of the Boyal  ir Foree, previously apared in

c omba t t o ma3ce e er t a i n of t he i r be i ng av ai l ab l e f or home ai r de f en s e

operatione, ha+d attaaked from their home bases on the southeast coast

of Eng l an d.

Thia intervention on the Continent meant a good deal more than

 ust a defensive meseure or an attempt by the British to relisve the

Eapeditionary Corps in ita tactieally and etrategicall r threatening
•

situation.

Yi ewed i n i t $ l ar g er s i gni f i ca ne e , i t me unt t he b eg i nni ng of t h e

s t r ugg l e t or a i r s upeari or i t y bet we en t he Luf t waf f e and t h e 8 oYa 1 Ai r

Force, a struggle which was to eontinue unabated during the   orthaom-

i ng Op er at i oa DYN  1 0 , i . e . t he evs cus t i on of Dunki r k .

On1y a tew weeks later it .as to reaoh its ollmaz in the decisive

`
Bat t l e oi Sr,g l and .
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cs  r  a 1 r, 

The Emplo ment of the Lu twaffe in Strate ic Operatioas

until the Aahievement ot' 61r Sn periority , 11 through 14 M  t 1440

O . Th Qiven Situation and the Preconditione ior F rther lction

The thrust to the Channel by the Pe,nzer
Group von Sleist, whieh had

en oyed deaisive support by the cloee-support units  f the YIII Air Corpo,

began in the torm of a t'inely pointed wedge whieh grew gradually broader

as it piereed the weatern thee.ter of operationa and finally divided it

into two completely eeperate areas ot oombat
l
••

ga a reeult ot thie split in the overall ares, brought about within

a r ea a rkabl y sh or t t i a e , i t wa s i newi t abl e t ha t no t on l y t h e Ara y Gr oup 4

A aad B ahould be i'oraed to operate with iaereaaiag independ.ence of one

another. The Seaond and Third Air hleete, too, had no ohoiee but to

shift to independent operatione.

  l t hough on t he aev ent h day of t h e o t f en s i v e , t he T  I I I Ai r Co rpe

•

w4s still nominally eubordinate to the Third Air Fleet, in reality it

played the role of a kind of independent "thtrd t'oree"

1 _   p III, Appendiz 53, provides a clear pioture of thia situation.
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between the two lir F'leets and t  aerved to separate them even more.

Thia ei'fect was made all the more evident by the t'act, discuased in

the preeeding ahapter, that the YIII  ir Corpe had a fairly free hand

i n cu ryi ng out t he mi s si ons as s i gned to i t .

Thu s , wi t h t h e i ncr e a s i ag i mpor t anc e of t he t a ak s of di r ec t and i n-

direct air aupport for the Army i'orces, it •as iaevitable tbat the two

4ir Fleets were Yorced to conduct their operationa in separate and more

or leBS independent areaa of oombat. It was not until the last phase

of operatione (Dunkirk) that these two areaa were to beaome adjacent•

once more.

 l  h i s f a ot , t o o , s er v e e t o j u st i Yy a e epar a t e pr e aent a t i on ot t he

course of events during Operation YFLLaYf (Gelb), despite the Yact that

overall employment of all the Luftwaft'e units in the west eontinued

to be directed uniformly Yron the Oftice of the Com nander in Chief,

separately
Lu t t wa f f e .

  hu s w e 4 r e f u l l y j u s t i f i ed i n d e a l i ng   wi t h t h e a i r o p e r 4 -
a

• t i on e r hi ch f o l l owed t h e f i r s t day of t he of f ens i v e ( de s er i b ed t or t he

antire Yront in Chapter III), breaking the® down into those asaigned

to the Third Air Fleet a,nd those oarried out by the Second 1ir Fleet.

It must be borne in mind that the misaion® a®signed to the two Air

Fleets •ere baaed on a single overall plan, that they supplemented oae

another, and that they frequently overl4pped, both geographically aad

in terma of their effecte, along the linea of demu cation . Neverthe-

less the fa,ct remaias that in the actu4.1
development o  evente there

was no close eonneotion and
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no real cooperation between the two Air Fleeta.  ithin the framework

of ' t he obj e c t i v e s a e s i grted t o t hem by t he Commander i n Chi e f , Lu f t waf f e ,

•aeh Air Fleet aa.rrie
d out ite own operstions independently of the

other .

The only re41 oonneotions -- or in t'act inats,ncee ot close aooperar

tion -- whieh exioted were those between the Second  ir Fleet and  rmy

Group B and between the Third Air Fleet and Army Group l.

These facte
 
, moreover, prove conclusively that the German Luftwaffe

  did not wage a.un
ii'orm atrateg ic air war in the senee defined by Douhet.

Inatead it considered its pri.mary mission to be the indirect and -- to

an ever inoreasing extent -- direct air support of the Army . 6o a

cnat t er of t ac t , t h e wi s h e s nnd r equ i r eme nt s of t he Army Gr oup s , i n ot her

words the ground situation, were the determining factor in the seleotion

of objectives by the  ir Fleeta.

The Air Fleets had not been ordered to act in accordAnae  rith the

•

wiahes and requirements of the Army . Yet, with all the t'orces and re-

sourcee at their dispo, a.l, both Air Fleets did their beat to help the

6rmy in its advance, moved by an inherent rc4dineas to be of help, by

reoogaition and 4caurate evaluation of the atrategia objeeti ea involv-

ed, and by alear underatanding of the operational requirements of the

Ar my , f'r om . hi oh , af t er al l , t h e v a e t maj or i t y of t he Luf t waf f e eo mms nd-

ers had come originslly.

Th e mo s t f mpor t ant i mmed i 4t e g oa l f or bo t h t he .Ar my and t he Luf t -

waf f e wa s t he i ngl i sh Channel .

2 - The author ean attest personally to the accuraoy of these facta on

t he ba s i s oi ' h i o eape r i enc e a s Chi e f of t he Gener a l St a f f ot' t he

5eeond gir Fleet.
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But preoisely because this objeotive was not an end in itself, but

only a first step in the future conduct of the war {entailing the deci-

sion-seeking offenaive to ards th e eouth , Operation 8ED (8ot), in order

to eliminate Fro,noe aa a military factor and to provide a base for the

conduct of' operations zgainet England), the two Air  'leets combined the

taek dictated by the moment, namely the providing ot" air aupport for

the  rrny, with the larger taska of combatting the enemy'e air power

with a view to eliminating it insofar a.s possible and of getting an

early atart in the battle e ainst bngland by attaoking ooean traffie
•

between the Ieland and the Continent. The goal •as to prevent England

from intervening in developments on the Continent.

These were the two basic principlea guiding the commitment of the

huf t waf f e dur i ng t he oour ae of t he mont h of l a ,q
1 940 . The oper at i ona

of both the Second and Third  .ir Fleets served this ultin ate goal.

•
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B. ThQ Employment of the Luftwaffe in Strategic Oparations until the

gchievement of Air Snperiority

Ae haa already been  aentioned in the preceding eection, the elimin-

ation of the enemy air forcea in the   eet wae the primary prerequisite

f or t h e s uc e e e s f u l ou t c ome of t he ov e ral l o pe r at i on .

The Yirat phaee ot' this action was determined by the gro al oY the

achievement ot' air auperiority, a goal .hieh -- ae a matter of faet --

wa s t o be r ea ched by t h e f i f t h day o t t he of f en s i v e .

' The eeoond p}  se in the elimination of the eneu y air forces was

the strn,gg
le to aohieve air eupreaacy.

!̀'his ob eetive, as we ehall eee,

wa e a t t ai ned a ppr oz i ma t e l y s i z da3ra af t e r t he t chi ev ement of ai r auper -

iority.

Theee t ro pointa ot time in the conduct of the air war ehould really

be sut"fieient to provide a olear outline tor the account oY air activity,

i f these phaeea h4d been self-coatsined operations capable of being

•
grouped under the heading of "strategie air waacfarc".

In reality, ho.ever, the situation .as quite diYferent. lt ao tfine

waB the etruggle to achieve air superiority more than a part of the

total mis4ion e.saigne
d to the etrategio air unite. For even a,

fter the

first day, the indirect and direot air support of the Ar qy oontinued

to be the decieive Yaotor, not only in the planning and. se
leetion of

missions,

 

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

   
2 3

but -- to an even greater eztent -- in the actual ezecution of air oper-

ations. Sueceosful accompliahment in both theee areas of endeavor at

the snme time oould be achieved only by fleaibility of command and by

t he r r}p i d sh i f t i ng o f po i n t s of mai .n ef f or t .

The need for the latter was met very differeatly by the two lir

Fleets during the first phase. 1 hile the Second Air Fleet, during the

period prior to the achievement of air superiority, eonsidered -- and,

indeed, waa forced to oonoider -- its area of main effort to lie in

the eupport of 4rmy operations and in its o n air landing operationa, 

the Third Air Fleet was oonfronted with a divided miasion, at leaat

in the beginning. But there caa be no doubt that it  raa the Third lir

Fleet whieh made the deeisive eontribution to the achievement of air

auperiority.
This was inevitable in view of the atrategic nsture of

its miesions and the geographieal area in which it wao operating . It

faced the taok of holding dozn the  'rench Air Force, as the moet imme-

•
diately threateniag air power, Qnd the British air unite which were  

baaed on the Continent, and of crnahing the ground organization  rhieh

Qerved them, while the Second Ai
.r

Fleet had the much easier 3ob oY

eliminatiag the Dutch aad Belgian air units, whieh were reoognised to

be inferior to the Qerman Luftwaffe.

Ia spite of thia, the first phase does repreeent a unified opera-

tion along the entire tront, and for this reason we are  ustified in

de al i ng  ri t h i t a s a un i t co mpr i s i ng t h e f i r at i'i v e day s of t he ot 't 'en-

sive in the areas ot operatioa ot both Air Fleets. We ahall follo 

the developmeat ot' operationa from d4y to day in order to bring out

the simulta,neous accomplishment of the moat varied misaiona
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and t o i l l u e t r a t e t he r a pi d ah i i 't i ng ot ar e a e of ' co nc ent r a t i on r equ i r ed

to eneure that aocomplishrnent. The aubaequent evalu4tions ot  individual

aetions aill be de41t  ith in summary t'orm.

The folloving account picks up our narrative at the end of the firet day

of ' t he of f en ai v e ( 10 ] Qay  
, a s de acr i be d i n Chapt er I I I 3

.

3 - The data contained in the following acoount are ba$ed primarily on

the only official dooument available at present, "gueziige aus den

taglichen Lagemeldungen des Oberbefehlshabera der Luft.affe, Abt.

Ic" (  coerptA from the Daily 3ituation Bepo  ro o   he Co  aader in

Chief, LurtwaYre, Intelligsnae Braach). Th,e reporto ooneerning the
 

empl oyment or' t he Lur t   f Y e dur i ng t h e f i r s t e l ev en da,y s ox t he e am-

paign in the West have been preserved, aad it ia the eareful evalu-

a t i on o f t he s e r epor t e  rhi ch ha s r e sa l t ed i n t he t 'o l l o ri ng ac eou* t .

'
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I , The Seoond DaY o  ' t he Ot t  en e i v e ( 1 1   a Y 14 4 

A, The gir Situation

The ai r ai t u4t i on wa s a compl e t e s ur pr i s e ! Th e ai r r e t s .l i a t i on

by the enemy , s 'iticipated in answer to the German air ottenaive o3  the

fir st day, simply did not materialize.

German leaders had eapeeted and feared that the reaction would

come in the form or a eoncentrated attack by the enemy bomber units on

the highly vulnerable Buhr Distriet. But ene ay air activity hwi been

•
the night of 10 11   y , with only ten to

no h eav i er t han u aual duri ng

riYteen airaratt raported over the Buhr Dietrict. During the following

night twenty-five enemy aircratt were reported oPer that area, coming

irom Holls,u
d and Belgium (xhieh india4ted that they were  ritiah air-

cr   t )
. Th er e • a e bombar dm  t dur i n8 bo t h n i ght a , bu t t he dsmtag e wa e

alight. During the second night, the ene aY airera3 t also bombarded

s aa t t er ed Ger man a.a,r t i e l d s , bu t uni .mpor t ant one s , and h er e , t oo , t h e

_
da,mag e wa s i nai g i nYi c a  tt .

 lor did the aecond reaction antiaipated by German leadess come to

pass -- a eoncentrated enemy attaok designed to disrupt German ground

operations in the l est.
There was no sign that the enemy was even

the

planniag suQh a,n attack.
Thue German gr  d operations, of which the

enemy had become alearly aware in the meantime, were sat'e from any

interterenae tor the moment!
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On 11  ay , aporadic enemy fighter activity wae noted, and it appear-

ed on th e .hile that the participating units  ere somewhat bett ra orga-

nized tha,n
they had been the previous day . But even on 11 Yay -- and

thia .ae decieive for the German ground operatione -- the enemy proved

unable to atop the advanee of the Germa.n
 rmy at aRy point, either on

the ground or from the air. In other words, neither the bombere nor

the fighters  ere really ei'fective.

Enemy aerial reconnaiseanee wae alao slight during the day , and

was restricted to ahort penetration rlights over the border area.•

Dnr i ng t he aour s e o r 11 Nay , a gt r ong Luf t  raf f e f o r e e eont i nued

aerial reconnaissance and bombardment aotivity over Holland, Belgium ,

and eaatern and central France.

Long-range aerial reconnaiasance, eapecially, played an important

role in providing a.n accurate picture of' the movements and deployment

maneuvera of the Allied armiea.

•
The tollowing data brought in by the long range reconnaiesance

s qu a.dr on s Rer e ot ' par t i cu l ar Si gn i f i canc e :

1) Troop and eupply transport movements had been clearly ideati-

fied along the route from Antwerp towarda the areaa ot'Hertogenboeah,

Breda, and 8osendaal, obviously an attempt to come up behind the Germaa

e,ir
landing force in Fortreas Holland.

2) The adv an e e ot ' t he Ang l o- i ̀ r eneh armi e s f rom a or t hwe s t er n

France aoroaa the French-Belgian border into the Belgiaa theater ot

operationa, already antieipated by the Germa.n aommanders, had been

identified and confirmed.

3) Large eupply transports had been identified proceeding from

the $eims-Laon-St, q
,uen

tin s rea towsirda the northeast and the east.

Coupled with this inf'ormation, repor e to the effeet
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that supplies were being unloaded in the Charleville-Sedan area in the

Meuse sector seemed to mak e it eertain that countermea  res were being

prepared ahead of the front of the German breakthrough srmies, whose

a.dvanoe Yorce, the p4nzer unita, were puahing on across Luaemburg and

thraugh the Ardennes.

In any ass e, the enemy eitu .
tion was clear beyond any doubt.

B. The Second Air Fleet

The commi t ment ot' the 5econd oi r Fl eet on t he se cond day of t he of -

fensive  aa neceaearily determined by the developmente of the firat day.•

From both the tactioal and etrategio points of  rier, its pri ary  ir

sion during the •eaoad daT •as pro riding air support for the ground

oper4tion8 of the Army .

1) The unita under the oommand of the Special Duty General coatin-

ued to support the air landing operation in Fortress Holland
4
.

2) The units of the YIII Air Corpa continued to support the ad-

 
vanc e of t he Si xt h Ar  ny i n Bel gi um

4
.

4 - Here, and at numerous other pointa in the following aocount of the

miesions and aotivity of the Second 6ir Fleet, the miesione of the

unite under the eommand of the Special Duty General and of the YIII

Air Corps are simply listed day by day in the intereste of complete-

aess.
Detailed descriptiong are unnecessary in thia eonteat, inasmuch as

the aotivity of both groups is covered in full detail in the two

preceding chaptera. The unita under the co®mand of the Speeial Duty

General are dealt with in Chapter IV , "The Air L4nd.in$
Actions with-

in the Framework of Operation YELLO ", and those of the YIII Air

Corps in Chapter v , "The Employment of the Close-Support IInitg of

the YIII Air Corps".
The reader is adYi.ee

d to refer baok to these two chaptere frequently

in order to supplement and complete the picture presenttd in the

present chapter. This should not be difficult in vie. of the fact

that in all three ohaptere events are treated on a day to day basis.
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3 ) The bombaacd.ment of enemy ai r f i e l ds u 4 a r e l egat ed t o t he b4ok-

ground . The long-range ta,rgeta vf 10 M y (Aaglo-Frenah fighter

basea on the Channel coaat) were abandoned in favor of the eloser

airfielda of the Dutch and Belgian air foreea. Three fields in

Belgium , located in the area of operatians of the PIII Air Corpo,

and three on the Dutch peninsula north ot'Aa aterdam were bombarded.

The attaaka on the Dutoh fielda were carried out by unita under

the oommaud of the Special Duty Gencral in an attempt to prevent

the Dutch air units f'rom intertering with the air landing force
•

in Fortresa Hollaad.

The attacks on the Belgian airfielde had a direet taetical con-

neotion with the missiona of the YIII Air Corpa.

Thus, in the geographical area under the juriadiotion of the

Se c ond Ai r Fl e e t , a.c t i v i t y di r ec t ed ag s .i nat t he en e  r ai r r o r c e •

and their ground organiaation played no more than a minor role

- and only in$ofar as it was diotated by the tactical requirementa

of the ground operatione.

It had nothing whatsoever do do with atrategie air warfare in

the true aense vt' the term.

4) As Yar as long-range air attacks were ooncerned, the emph as
ia

during the .econd day lay clearly on the indireet aupport of the

Army in the Belgian theater and on the Belgiaa-Freneh border.

Theae attaeks, continuing on into the night, were oueoees ul.
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Speaifieally, the I T Air Corps carried out the following missionaj

a) Attaeks on enen y troop aolumna (most of them motoriaed)  rere

carried out east of the line Bntwerp-Brussels-Charleroi.
 ost

of these solumna were obviously on their way to the asaembly

area of the Belgian Army to the east.

These miseions ha.d 4 direot conneetion with the adTance of

the Ger nan Sizth /lrmy, and served to supple®ent the aloee-

support missione flown by the YIII Air Corpe in the depths

of enemy territory.•

b) Traffic facilities -- railway depots, railwsy lines, and roll-

i n g s t ook - - al 1 o  er t he Be l g i a.n
t hea t er of oper a t i ons wer e

subjected to repeated heavy bombardment. The focal point of

these attacks lay just to the north ot the Freach-Belgian

border. Their purpose was to disrupt and dela,y
the movemeat

or the  nglo-Frenah armie$ into the Belgian theater.

i All of these attaoks served the indirect support of the Arm,y

operations on the ground.

5) On this partiaular day the Iv Air Corps paid relatively little

attentioa to the targets represented by the harbora and naval

traffic along the Channel. Only two harbors, Ylissingen and

bLiddelburg (both on the ieland of Waloheren , were sttaaked by

a small foroe, whioh man4ged to hit a number of tran port ships.

6) 4erial reoonne.issance  ras carried on assiduouely and Qucaesa-

fully. The piature of the enemy situation beaame alearer and

clearer, particularly as reg4rded enemy activity at sea and

along tha coaet.
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Not oaly Ras the anticipated adva,nce of the Anglo-Frenah armies

from northern Franae to Belgium confirmed and kept under contin-

ual obaervation , but -- and thie waa deaisive for the aucaeoe of

troop and
the air landing operation in Holland -- the enemyleupply trana-

port aotivity around the Antwerp area and tovarda the northeast

wae discovered in plenty ot time, so that the air units of the

Special Duty General Tere able to combat it et fectively.

S

As far aa the Second Air Fleet waa conoerned, the aecond day of the
 

offeneive brought mieaions contributing to the direat and indirect aup-

port of the  ra y. 9trategic air warfare had receded almoat entirely

into the baakgronnd.

C. The Third dir Fleet

The miasions and overa.ll oommitment of the Third lir Fleet  rere en-

tirely di*ferent.
•

There  ere two alearly separate areae ot' concentration on 11 Mays

1) The attacks against tbe French Air Forae aad its ground orgaai-

zation installationa were continued.

2) The aspeet of indirect aupport ot" ground oper4tione became

evident f or the first time in the form ot' attaoks aarried out

on traffia facilities lying ahead of the planned breakthrough

front.

The primary mission was the continuation of the attaoks on the

Frenah Air Foroe.

,
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Extensive, long-range aerial reoounaissance or the eneaay ground or-

gani..ation faeilitiea (in the ares,
Co.piegne-Chartres-Toure-Chateaurouz-

Nevers-Meta) had already revealed that the enemy waa beginning to move

hie bomber unfto from central France into the Belgian theater ot' opera-

tions
5
.

Conaequently, concentrated attacks were carried out on air bases,

airfield compleaes, a.n
d about twenty other individual airtielda. Due

to the number o   targets involved, it is impossible to reoonstruct which

one s wer e a s s i gne d t o t h e v a,r i ous a.i.r c or p a , s.e . e wer e ab l e t o do i n
 

eonnection xith the Second Air Fleet.

Onee again the point ot  main et fort lay in the area south and Teat

of the planned German breakthrou8h front -- the close coordination or

ai r and g round o pe r a t i on a s oon b eeome s app ar ent i n t he conduc t o t' ao-

c a l l ed "s t r at e gi o ai r war i'ar e ".

Long-range air attacks were earried out ae far to the southweat as

r the Loire (Orleana} and Bourgea
6
.'

The at t a ck s on ai r ba s e s and a i r cr at't par k4 pr e avmabl y had t he mo s t

far-reaching e2 feets, 2'or it could be assumed that they did mueh to

diarupt supply and aircraft repair activity (po.rt
icularly at the air

ba s e near Me t $ oa d   ,t t h e Homi l l y a i r ar af t par k}
.

The secondary miasion , as ee have mentioned, was the providing of

indirect support for Army operations.

Aerial reoonnaiaeanee had discovered that the ene qy •as dispatohing

troop and supply transport columns from the srea of Reima-Laon-St. quentin

5 - New bombar units were observed , for ezample, at Le Bourget and Yilla-

coublay .
6 - Aceording to the situation r eports of the Commander in Chief, Lut'twa.ife,

apprvzimately 100 aircraft were destroyed out in the open and 100 - 150

in the hangars.
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towards the northeast, and that unloa ding aotivity .as going on in the

Meu s e s e ot or b et we en 9 edaa and Mez i er e s .

Her eupon a t t aok s wer e oar r i ed ou t on r a i h ay l i n e s and r ol l i ng

ot o ck a.l ong t he Fr e nch def e n s e l i ne ( f r om Yer dun v i s  Sedan ,  Qe af er e s ,

Charleville,
    thea to the north to Givet and to the northwest to Aul-

noys), whioh ran parallel to and just in t'ront ot  the German breakthrough

froat. The attaoks were auacessful Qnd mana8ed to disrapt transport ao-

tivity at at least twenty differeat points. Thie  as an air action di-

rectly eonnectad with the ground operations of the German panzer units,

- whiah were moTing fore4rd out ot the Ardennes towarda the 1[ense on both

s i de s o t" t he Sedan- Ch ar l e. i l l e ar ea • Duri nB t he day s t o t ol l o. r, t hi s

i nd i r e e t suppor t of l s rny op er at i on s by me an s of a i r at t ack s on enemy

transport t'aailities was to ohaage gradutlly into direct support.

On 11 Yay, however, there were only a tew unite ooncerned witb di-

rect Support of ground operations. Their commitment, in the  rdenneo,

oeema to have been quite succesaful. I+ow-lavel attaaks (eapecially by
•

the dive bombers) over the area ot Sou.i
llon {northeast ot Sedaa) and near

the Semois Biver did muoh to facilitate the arossing of the riTer for

the panzer units. There is no information available on the etrength

and oompo ei t i on oY t he un i t s p suct i c i pa t i ng .

3 

In contrast to the Second Air Fleet, the Third  ir Fleet had utilized

t he m4j or i t y of i t s t or c e s t o oaacry oa t he at ra t eg i c a i r war . At t he

eame time, however, a rn  mber of units were aommitted in aations designed

to support the operations oa the ground.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

!  
223

I I . The Thi r d Day of t he Of f en s i ve (12 M4y 1940)

A. The 6ir Situation

Once aga.
in, enemy air actioity during the night l  d been sur-

pr i s f ngl y s l i ght . Sc at t er ed bombardment o t' t he Rhi ne- Ei f e l   r ea ha,d

be en r epor t ed . The memb ar a o f t he at af f o f t he Comm  nder i n Chi ef ,

Luf t wa f f e , wer e b egi nni ng t o t n i nk t hat t he Al l i ed bornber f or ce a wer e

being employed with ut a.ny pla.n whatsoever.

On 12 M y, German long-range aerial. reeonnaissance activity w4a

  devoted chiefly to observing the AnglO-French bomber units. The report

tho,
t bomber unita were being coneentrated in the theQter or operations

c ou l d no t be c onf i r me d . I t  rz s no t e d , howev e r , t hat a,c t i on wa s be i ng

taken to move them somewhat closer to it; the m .
jority were being

brought into the Paris, 8eim.s, and St, Di2ier are a.

Enemy aeria.
l reconnaiasanee activity was rema,r

kably olight and

w4s reatricted to Ges man territory juet inaide the border.
•

On this da there was almoat no en fighter a tivity over they  

Du t eh a,nd Bel g i an op er at i onal ar ea s . E  ren t h e iunt i a,i r cr   t 't ar t i l l ery

def ens e s had b ec ome no t i c e ab l y we   ke r , so t h   t t he Gerrna,n uni t o wer e

able to ea.rry out their miasione practically without interferenoe. It

s a s on l y ov er t he iurea j u s t ahe ad of t he Ge rma n br eak t hrough f ro nt , ov e r

the I euae sector, that a tightly concentratcd group of enemy defeaae

fighters made their appearAnae during the day .  ntiairor f't artillery

defenses, too, were stronger than before in thie  rea
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a,nd a l s o i n t he v i ai n i t y oY t he e.i r f i e l d a t D our mel on .

The behaviour vf the 411ied air forcea on the third day of the of-

fensive ws.s extremely puzzling, psstioularly in respeot to their utter

passiveness ia a,ll areas. The Qbsence of a   stematic couaterattack

by the bomber forces might possibly be eaplained by the theory that

Al l i e d 4i.r commander a wer e hol di ng back t he i r St r 4 t eg i c a i.r un i t s - - a s -

s umi ng t ha,t t h ey po s ae s s ed t hem - - un t i l t he s i t ua t i on wa.s per f e c t l y

clea..r, so th4t they could then commit them en masse at the focal point

of operations.

'
But the faot that neither reaonnaisssnce nor fighter aircraft Tere

very muoh in evidence gave rise to the general cond uaions th4t, first,

the French air commanders were still paralyzed by the surprising devel-

_,

opmen t s of t he f i r st t wo dayrg and s t i l l i n a s t a t e o t' di s or gan i z   t i on ,

and seaond, the German atts.cka on the ground organization had aot oaly

resulted in really serious losses, but hA.d a18o forced the diseipation

•
of those units still capable of operatioa by malting it neeessary to

distribute them over •idely eeattered amall emergency fielde. If thie

wa s r e a l l y t he o 4 ae , t h en i t wa s c l e  uc t ha t t he r e wou l d be di f f i cul t i e s

s nd de l a3r9 i n or g an i z i ng t hem f or aommi t me nt .

At the same time, however, during the oourse of 12 Msy German lead-

er s gr adu al l y b e c ame c onv i nc ed of t h e f s.c t t ha t t he Ger ma n Lut t waf f e

w4s etea.d
ily gs.inin8 suPeriority over tbe enemy.

B. The Seoond  ir Fleet

During 12 M y the Seaond Air Fleet ooncentrated ezalusively on the

task of providing direct and indirect 4ir support for the operations of

the Army.
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On this day there were no attaaks whataoever on the enemy ground or-

ganisation.

The geographioal   c'eas conceraed, as regaz de the direet air support

ac t i ons , wer e t he s ame a s on t h e pre c edi ng day c

1  Air unita under the eammand of the Speeial Duty Genersl t sup-

por t of t he ai r l s ndi ng op er at i on i n   io l l and , whi oh wa s now

no longer in a eritieal situation (at least psyohologieally
)
,

eince the advance elemen ts of the 9th Panzer Division, Pighteenth

g r   ,     ,,na,g ed t o ao nt ac t t he par a t r o op er s a t t he s out h er n
•

br i dg ehe a.d ne ar ldo er d i   k t he pr ev i ous ev e ni ng .

2) Uni t s of' t he YI I I   i r Cor p s c pr ov i s i on of ai r suppor t f or t he

advance of the Sizth Army in eastern Belgium .

gs regards indirect support of Army Group B, the entire IY  .ir

t h e
Corps wae employed in missions aga.

inst marohin8 rautes, tranaport routes,

and troop assembly areas used by the Anglo-Frenoh 4rmies during their

M t r ek f r om nor t h er n Fr anoe i nt o Bel gi um. Th e a t t aak s c au s ed a gr ea t

deal of damage to the enemy com aun iaations lines and thus did much to

del s ,y t he pr o gr e s e o f t he ar mi e s •

The f i g i t e r ai r e r af t and , abov e a l l , t he I I Ant i ai r cr a f t Ar t i l l ery

Cor ps made a er t ai n t ha t t h e Gerrnan ar mi e • o eu l d adv ane e wi t hout ene   r

i nt er f er ena e . The y wer e empl oy e d ov er t he f r ont , ah ead of t he f r o nt ,

and at the Meuge bridges in the rear ar e4, as •ell as at a number of

other bottleneek sreas.

C, The Third Air Fleet

pn 12 May t he Thi r d Ai r Fl e e t wa s one e a gai n f Qoed wi t h t i o mf s s i oa s c

cont i nu at i on o f t he at t 4c k s on t he Ang l o- Fr ench ai r f or e e s
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and on t he i r gr ound or g a ni za t i on i n s t al l at i ons , and t he pr ov i di ng of i n-

direct air support for the German offensive front by means of attacka

on t r an spor t f a ai l i t i e a , t r oop mov eme n t s , and t r oop a as embl y ar ea s .

1) The struggle against the ene y air foreeB was continued, partly

in the form ot' repeated attaeks on targets  hiah had already

been hit and partly in attacks on ne  targets. The foaal point

on 1 2  day   a s t h e Fr enah ba s e o f ai r oper a t i ona t o t he s out h

of t he f u t ur e br ea]ct hrough f r ont ( i n t he Yerdun- Taul - Bpi nal

ar ea )
, and - - *o r t he t i r e t t i me - - t he ai r f i e l da i n t h e St r a s e-i

burg area. The purpose was to eliminate the possibility of

ene  qy i nt er f er ca c e a l on g t he f l ank or i n t he r aar of t he Ger man

gr ound f or oe .

Althoug'h the German airaraft ran into heavy Frenah tighter de-

f en s e s on one or t . o oac a s i on $, t he i r a t t a,ck s on t he a,i r ba s e s

at $eims and Mourmelon (t o large baaes lying ahead of the

• breakthrough tront) were partieularly effeative.

2) The mi s ai on o Y i ndi r e c t suppor t of ArYqy ope r at i ona  ra s c arr i ed

out in approaimately the same geographical area as t2u preced-

i ng d  ,y .   s b ef or e , i t s purp os e ua s t o bombar d t r an apo r t f a a i -

lities (rail depota, railway li .es,
tr4nsport trains), troop

mov emen t a al ong h i ghway s , and t r oop co ne ent r at i on a r ea s di r e c t -

l y ahe ad of t h e panz er t  edg e i n o rder t o n i p i n t h e bud any

enem y attempt at a counteroction.

The majority of attaucka .ere ca.rr
ied out in the Beaumont-Charle-

ville-Sten y-Rethel area. Another importsnt tzrget •as the

direct railway line
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between Yerdun and Givet, through the  euse vra.lley.
The attack

was a eo®ple
te euccess a.nd served to inteneity the damage al-

ready done the d y beiore.

6 amallcr torce was also assigned to bomb rd tra.nepor
t t acili-

ties and troop movements along the French-Belgian border in the

Lille-Douai-Valenaiennee-
gvesnes-Laon area, in order to Supple-

ment the attaoka earried out on traneport a,c
tivity in the areas

s,l r ead3r men t i one d .

 
_

 

The etruggle to eliminate the Allied  ir toeees and their ground

or g a.ni z at i on f a c i l i t i e s * a s on l y a par t o f' t he mi as i on of' t h e Thi r d Ai r

Fleet on 12 Ma,y 1940•

The ma j or i t y of t he Luf t Ra    f e r or c e s at a t i o ne d i n t he We s t ha d al -

rea dy gone over to indirect air aupport tor the ground operatioas.

  p s.r t Yr om t h e mi e s i ons o t ' t h e un i t a of t he Spe c i al Dut y Gener al and

_ the YIII 61r Corps, rhieh were largely tactical in nature, their a.a-

t i v i t y  ra s ch ar ac t er i z ed by t wo poi n t s ot' mai n ef'f or t whi ch wer e oY

gtrategic importe,nce.

1) T  large-soale ooneentrated att4cks carried vut by the Third

Air Fleet to the weet and the south of the proposed breakthrough

point on the Me use, whieh point to s.c
lose ooordinstion oi the

operations of the Lutttatfe and the Army ; and

2) The attaaks earried out b9 both B.ir
Fleets on the enem t tranB-

portation syatem in the depths oY their reapeative operational

aresa, attacka which eapplemented es.c
h other on both sides ot

the  'rench-Belgian border and  rho®e purpoae wae to disrupt

cnemy preparationa for sending troops and eupplies to Belgium
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s s wcll as f'rom thc central troop asseably area to the Gcrman braak-

t nr ou    h Ee c t or .

bey ond a.ny doubt , t he i ndi r e c t suppor t of   r rny op er a,t i on s wz s t he

mo s t i mport an t a i s s i on on I 2 :y[ay .

Th i s appr s.i s al o f Lu2 t waf Ye ac t i v i t y on 12   iay s e ems t o be eont r a-

di c t ed t o a c er t ai n ex t ent by t he r e por t ot' t he Wehrna cht Hi gh Cou  nd

o f 1 3   ay ( t he s e r epor t s a l x a,y s c ov er ed t he ev ent s o2 t tl e pr ec edi ng ds,y
 

,

i n ẁ - i ch t be t o l l owi ng s cut enc e a ppe s.r a :

"I n addi t i on t he Luf  t wa i i e eont i nue d wi t h no t abl e s ucc e s a
•

its large-scale oi'fensive to achieve air superiority over the

 l e s t er n t h ea t er of' o per a t i ons . rr

The above sentence can be conaid-red i'actually accurate, ia' it was in-

t ended t o su  nmar i z e t h e d ev e l opment s o i' t he pr ec edi ng day , and i i ' one

bears in mind the deliberate tendency towzrds propaga.nda.

•
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I I I . The Four t h Da,v of t he Of f eae3.9„e .
(
,
13 lda.y 1940 )

1 .   'he l i r Si tua t i oa

Dur i ng t he ni ght t he r e had beea a t'ew eneeqr ai r araf t r eport ed

o. er t he t err i t ory of t he Hei oh (Bhi ae Yal l ey , Ei f el   arld eome aaat t er ed

bombard.men
t. There was no e idenoe of ooncentration on s partioular

ar ea or t u get .

During the day the aerial reoonr aissanoe oquadrono, thiah ba d beea

ordered to oonoentrate on sirfield reeormaissanae, brought fn report0

• whi ah aeemed t o aonf i rm t he t rw ef er of enemy bombar uni t a near er t he

front. British bomber vnite were tentatively identified at airfields

eaet of Ymiens.

En en  f i ght er s.ot i Ti t y wa s a or e 1 f Yel y t 2 a n i t ha d be en dur i ng t he

previoua day, but it was not intensive enou$h to prevent or even ob-

struct the aeaomplisYunent of the mis®ions aosigned to the Qermaa air

units.
•

During the day and on into the follawing night, ene  r aerial re-

connaissanae a.ctivity was heavier than before, with a large foroe re-

aonnoitering ae far eouth as the Kaiserslautern-Sigmaringen line. There

waa no inoreaBe in reconnaiseanae in the northern theater.

B. The Seoond Air Fleet

The missions aasign ed to the unita under the command of the

Speaial Duty General snd the units of the VIII Air   Corps were the

same as on the preoedfng doy . The eituation in Fortress Holland was now

at ab l e ; t he 9 t h Ps.n$ er Di vi s i on ,
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together with elemeate of the 7th dir Diviaion (temporarily anbordina.ted

to the Pan$er Di.isioa), wae on ite way to xotterdam.  

De opi t e t he unf avor ab l e f l y i ng weat her , t h e I 1f Jli r Cor ps oont i nu ed

eztenaive reconnaiesanae into tbe deptha of enemy territory and was able

t o i d en t i f y s t rang ene  r mar ohi ng ool umas ooffi i.ag f r om t h e Chnnnel eot at

(O.tende, Dunkirk, Calafs) and moving towarde the eaet and northeast;

other oolumns were noted teet of the  ntwerp-Charleroi liae. Tbe lllied

adv anae t o t he Dy l s po si t i on Rao under  ray .

Bombardment aiseiona oa 13 Yfay were reatrioted by ba,d tsather. Aone- 

t hel ea a a f eR a t t a,oke . rer e oar r i ed ou t on r a i l way a.nd hi ghTay t u 8 et a

i n t he ar ea be t reen   a t wer p eand Nous .

There wae no bombardmeut of enemy airfielda.

C. Th T   },
  r_

a a i   Fl s et

I n t h s Thi r d l i r Fl eet u ea , t oo , t h er e Taa al mo. t n o bo®bar d-

ment of enemy a i r f i el da ; a ama1.1 f or oe i as aent up t o r a i d f ovr ai r -
 

fielda belo i tv the Frenah dir Foroe ground organise.tioa.   

On 13 l[ ,y, ha.ever, the previoua indirect aupport of lrmy operstions

w  replaaad by direot oupport aationa for the firat time. Theoe were

earrfed out by s oombined foroe of bomber, dive-bomber, twin-engine

fightar, aud eingle-engiae fighter units of the Third bir Fleet (II lir

Corpa), reinforaed by elementa from the YIII Air Corpa.

Coming in auaaeaaive wavea, the German unite attaaked sad deatroyed

etationary fortification t,
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a,rtillery ba.t
teries, ammunition depots, troop ooncentrations, marching

columns, and railuay depot6 in the entire operational area of the com-

i ng ps.nz er br es k t hr ough . Th e f o a41. poi nt of t he at t aaks wa s t he Ch ar l e -

ville-Sedan area.

Thi e t i ght ao ne ent r a t i on o f a s t r ong f or e e ov er a l i mi t e d ar ea made

i t po s s i bl e t o f r u at r s  t e t he en ea ,y at t empt t o def end t he Meu Be ae c t or

and to preYent the brin ing up of enem3r foroee for a eounterthruat. oa

a r e s ul t t he adv s n,nc e e l eme nt a o f t wo d i v i ei on s of t h e Panz er Gro up v on

Kleist were able to get aoroas the Meuse at various pointa between Sedan 

and CharleQille.

This aation resulting in direct support of the ground operations

was supplemented by a number of mi.sa
ions designed to provide indirect

suppor t sLl ong t he s ame f r ont . Heavy a t ts .ck s wer e e ar r i ed out ag ai n at

the aame targets as on the previous day, i.e. transportation faailitiea

looated immediately in front of the breakthrough area.

! 5umma

8part from the minor attacka carried out on enemy airfielda by the

Third Air Fleet, on 13 l  y both Air Fleeta conoentrated all their foraes

on providing direet and indirect aupport for Army operatione.

This faat points to two things:

1 ) At t hi s s t ag e oi' t he dev e l o pmen t s , enerqy a.i r power al r ea,dy

aeemed to have been eliminated, or at least paralyzed. In

an ,y c a s e t he ene my a i r f o r o es wer e no t f n a pos i t i on t o
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j eopar di z e Ger rnan ai r sup er i or i t y a.l ong t he de c i s i v e co mba t t'r o nt s .

2 ) a f t er t h e panz er un i t a ha d 2"or e ed t he i r way a cr o s a t he I  eu s e ,

b et we en Sedan and Chs ,r
l ev i l l e , t he en emy cou l d no t po a edb l y b e i n

doubt   longer as to the German pla.n of operation. The question waa

now how Yiestern les ders would react to this new certainty, particular-

l y i n r ego,rd t o t h e c ommi t ment of   t h e i r a i r power , whi ch ha.d obv i ou s l y

been held bzck up to that time.

I n th e o f f"i c e of t he Command er i n Chi ef , Luf t wat-Z e , t oo , t he i m-

preasion that thc i'irat phase of the air war was over was gaining cur-
_

rency. For it was not mere coincidence that the situs,
tion report of

t h c Comma nder i n Chi ef , Luf twa f f e , f or 1 3   Iay c l o s ed wi th a s umnia ry

of t he l o s s e a s uf f e r ed by t h e e ne my dur i ng t he p er i od 10 t hr ough 13

  y 1 940 .

Th i s summa r y i s r epr odu ced bel ow.

_
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Eneray Air ar  ,t t Loe oes i n the Weat

l 0 t hrongh 1'S lt aLV 1940

Ai r cr ar't Ai r ar af t Ai r cr af t
Superior Shot DoTn Shot Do rn

  rcraft Totsl  8  edD  Hqa in Coabat by 01A
Destroyed LoaBea Destroyed

( c onf i r med ) ( e onf i r me d) on Gr ound ( eonf i r me d)
i n Hang ar s

lo Ms y 2d AF 41 (le) 1 173-184
(41) 215-226(59) 155 (?)

lo   r 3d   23 - 35-40 5e-63 20o-45oC?)

11 I a9 2d   P' 25 ( 10} 7 88 ( 6T) 1  (T7) 3

11 May 3a A  27 - lo0 12T loo-i5o( )

12 lQa,y 2d AF 34   13) 50 26 ( 16) 112 ( 29) -

12  aay 3d   ' l o (7) 6 eo- 9o ( 5) 96- 106(12) -

13  a.y 2d AF 23 (20) 3 38 (6) 64 C21) -

13  a,v
3d   ' 29 (13) 16 (1) 18 (6) 63 (20) -

13 l  y Spec . 3 ( 1) 21 - 24 ( 1) -
Dty.Gen .

 !'oTALS 215 (e2) 104 (1) 560 (141) eT9-9o5(219) 455-755(?)

Ther e   ce a number of poi nt a  rhi ch ought t o be ment i oned i n eonnec-

tion Rith the above table=

1) At first gl4nce the figures seem to be inordinately high, s nd it

mgy be sssumed that, in p .r
t at least, they are baeed on estimates {"Air-

craft Assumed Destroyed in Hangars", f"or eaample). But even if one dis-

coun t s t r ai n i ng ai r c r af t , commer a i a.l ai.r cr 4f t , f 4a t ory and t e s t ai r or a f t ,

and possibly evan unm®y airara t,
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the remaining tot41 still represented a considera ly high probable loss

to Allied s.ir power.

2     s t'ar a s t he   r enc h 1 i r r'or c e i s co nc er n ed , t he maj or i t y o 

l o s s e s w  r e pr obab l y mode up f r am t he a er i a l r e conna i s s znc e uni t s o per -

ating along the i ront a.nd -- to a lesser degree -- t'rom the close-support

units stationed in the forward area. Some fightcr aircrait were presum-

ably also destroyed, although on tl e t'irst day a good mauy managed to

get into the air in time to ese4pe the bombs released over their a.ir-

f f e l de
?

.
•

The Dutch gir  'oree w4s eonsidered completely eliminated t'or3)

a l l pr ac t i c a l pur pos e s , and t he Bel g i s,n 6 i r F'or c e cons i der ab l y rreaken ed .

4) There fa no doubt that the cambat readiness of the  'rench Air

Force was aeriously jeopardized by the destruction ot hangars at the

 'renoh air ields and espeofally the so-called a.ir
bases and by the pre-

sumed destruetion ot the aircrat't parked inside the hangars.

  5 ) Ev en bef or e t he German ai r 4t t a ck s , a numb er of' Fr ench ai r

units had been moved to emergency i'felda. As a result of the German

attaaks, additional moves were necessary, and it can be assumed with

aertainty that this served to reduce their combat readiness even turther.

7 - The s i t u at i on r epor t of t h e Comna nder i n Chi e t ', Lu   't wa f t'e , c ont ai n s

the t'olloiing comments on the atatistios given:

a.
) The s ummar y i ne l ud e s ai r or af t ot' s1 1 t y pee and mod e l s . I t c a.a b e

assumed that the majority are combat 43.rcrat'
t. The rigurea in

parenthcs
 

refer to tighter aircraYt.

b) Th  enemy airerai't downed within the area ot' jurisdiation of the

Special Duty General during the period 10 through 12  ay are in-

cluded in the i'igure9 given for the Air Fleets.
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6) There ia nothing in the table to indicste in how far thoae ele-

ment a o t ' t h e B,oy a l Ai r  ' or o e s t at i one d on t h e Con t i n en t we r e af f e c t ed .

I n ar y c a s e , t he i r l o s ae s mus t hs v e b e en aon s i der abl e , ev en i t on e on l y

takes into acoount the Britiah bomber 4ttaok on the l euse bridgea near

Maastricht,  rith its ha4vy losses.

Hox let ua eompare the official German sta,tist
ics on enemyr airoraYt

loesea Rith a table of Germsu losaes ror th e same period. The ts.ble

beloR hae been prepared by the  ruthor on the baai® of the da31y situa-

t i on r ep or t s of t h e Of Yi c e o f t ?. e
Comma rri er i n Ch i c f , Lu f t wa f f e .i

German Aireratt Lossee duria  the Period

] 0 t hr ou $h 1 3 Ms   t  

A i r o r a f ' t t y p e Da i l y
Da I He Fi Lo s s e a

J u He Do Ju Me l e Hs Do

Bg 111 17 87 l09 ll0 126 215 115 156

l O l[ay 9 24 14 2 25 - - 2 5 2 83

2 17 3 g 4 6 2
_

42
   

12   ay 2 13 6 2 - 4 - - - 5 31

6 3 - - - - 26
13   3 12 - 2

14 35
183

ToT  s 16 66 23 13 2 2 5 7

The above table does not tak e into aecount the eatramely hi8h

l o s s e a i n J u - 52 ' s ( t r   n epor t s.i r c r s.f t ) su f f e r ed i n ]i o l l a.n
d
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or the lo8see in 1 1-156's suetained during the air lsnding in the drdennes.

1 aompletely reliable oomparative evaluation of the statistics re-

ferring to Qerman and eneqy airoraft lossea is impossible Por a number

of r eas on s , t he mo st i mpo r t ant of   h i oh ar e g i v e n b el o  :

1) Both oets of statistics were prepared by the esme side, the (ier-

maa. o trne comparison wou18 only be possible if the figurea

refleoting the loeee  of the other side .ere availabls and com-

pletely reliable. They ars not.

2  The f i gur ea per t ai ni ng t o ene  l oe s e s r uce baaed i a good pas t
 

on eetimatea (pu tfculasly thoee contaiaed in the oolumns "Air-

eraft Destroyed on Qround" and "Aircrs.
ft Assumsd Destroyed in

Aan6'ar s" )
•

The only figure thiah asa be accepted without donbt is the 319+

en emy ai r or af t shot doun ( e onf i r s ed )
.

Thi s aaa be oompar ed

.ith a total oY 183 aerman aircraft shot down.

= 3  Even the figurea pertaining to German lossea do not giwe a

alea.r picture, or at leaet not a,oomplete one.

The situativn reporta of the Commander in Chief, huftwaffe, do

not defina the term "total losaes" (Geeamtverluete). This term

oould mean either:

a) the so-called total losses suffered in terme of airoraft and

arews on both sides of the front, or:

b ) t he nu mb er oY ai r c r af t "mi s s i ng ", i . e . s ,i r ar af t 4nd ar ewe

downed on the enemy's side or the front line.

+ - Tranalator'e Note: Editor, pleaae cheek ! The table on page 233 givea

219 ae the total aonfirmed (though even 219 seems to be 5 off  udgin g

from the individual figures in p4rentheses - ??)•
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I n e i t h e r c a s e , t h e t er m mua t b e p r e su med t o r ef e r t o t h e

tota,l number of aircraft and crews lost. It is not unlikely
r

t h a t t h e admi t t ed t o t a l of f or t y - s i .= a.i r c r a f t p er d ay r e f e r a

to theae "total loases".

4 } Th en , t oo , t h er e f a t he qu e s t i on of h ow many a.i r c r a f t may h av e

euffered damage slight enough to permit them to get back to their

o n territory but severe enough to put them out of action for a

few days. In other worde, the statistics do nothing to answer

tha questiona of the coIDbat readiness and combat etrength of
•

the units aoncerned after the losses indicated.

For the above reasons, a true eomparative appra.isal of the two aeta

of statistica is out of the queation.

But rega,r
dless of what the losaes may have been on both aides during

the first four days of the offeneive, by 13   .y
the Commander in Chief

of the Luftwaffe was already of the opinion that the question of e.ir

.
su p er i or i t y h a d b e en d ec i d ed i n f aTOr o f t h e Iru f t x a f f e .

The queation of how the gllied air leaders, with the unite still at

their disposal, would react to the Germau 41r and ground operationa then

in progress remained open.

And the following day wae to bring a.n a.nswer
to thia open queation.
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I Y, The Fi i 't h Dav̀ of t he Of f en s i v e   14 1   Y 1940 )

A. The Air Situation

. gain, during the night there had been no more than ten to tif-

teen enemy airoratt reported i lying in over the Reich Yrom Holland and

Belgium (thus British bombers from basee in Engl nd). Bombe had been

dr opped ov er t he 8h i ne - Ruhr ar e a bu t ha d c aus ed no s er i ou s daaiag e . As

b ef or e , t he s t a f f o f t he Commander i n Chi e f , Luf t waf f e ,   a s conv i nc ed

that there was no plan behind the enemq flights.

Thie serves to ezplain the appraisal of the eituation which wws

'

gs,in
ing currency at that time in the offiee of the Commander in Chief,

Luf t waf f e . I n r et r o spe c t , howev er , i t i s e l e ar t h at t he s i t ua t i on wa s

somewhat dif "erent.

An nnderlyin,g plan becomea apparent if' one aonsiders these night

flights as prepara tory miesions, as training and navigation practice

flights, in short ae preparation for a large-saale operation to follow .

7 It seems likely that the main purpoee of the flights was to teat new

radio direction techniquea. The bombardment served the dual purpose

of e amouf l a.g e i ng t h e r ea l s i   ni f i c anc e of t he f l i gh t s and oi ' cr e a t f ng

unrest among the population and disrupting productioa in the Ruhr Dis-

triat at the sam e time. The British •ere operating in terreo of long-

range planning. They could afford to  ait. The outcome or the struggle

going on on the Continent did not coneern them directly 4s yet -- they

were planning for the future.

There was relatively little enemy reconnaissanee activity, their

ai r c r af t comi ng onl y a s f ar a e t h e 8 hi ne .
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Unu sually lively aativity .as noted at the airfields near Briigge,

Ghent, Dunkirk, and gbbeville along the coaat of Belgium and northern

France.
 lhie seemed to indioe,te that the iields were being readied to

accomodate Britieh bomber unita.

The  main event on 14 b1 p waa the first large-scale attaak by a

atrong foree ot' enen y bombers and fighters on the Sedan-Cbarleville

ar ea , ne ar t he l  eu s e cr o a s i ng p oi n t a of t he Ger  naa pans er uni t s . I n

aerial eombat alone a total of sizty-nine enemy aircraft  rere brought

down (total contirmed}
8
. The attack iae beaten off xith heavy losaee

•

f r the ene
9
.o ID,y

8 - See the c}  pter dealing with the employment of the Antiaircraft gr-

tillery Corps for the number of enemy airoraft brought doen by artil-

lery.
9 - Winaton Churehill (Their Finest Hour , pagea 59-60 or the German edi-

tion ("Englands grosste Stunde")) .ritea the following about the

Britiah bomber units participating in the attaeks "During the 14th

t he bad news b eg A,n t o come i n . At f i r at al l . a s v agu e . At 7 P•1i •

• I r e a,d t o t he Cabi ne t a, me a s ag e r e c e i v e d f r om hl . Hey naud s t at i ng

that the Germans had broken through at Seda,n, that the Frenah were

un4ble to resist the combination ot' ta,nks and dive-bombing, and ask-

ing for ten more squadrona ot' fightcrs to re-e8tabliah the line."

Chur ch i l l ' e r cpor t c ont i nu e s s "Al l t he Br i t i sh a.i r s qu r  dr on a f ough t

continuouely , their principal effort being against the pontoon

bridges in the Sedan area. Several of these were destroyed and others

dams ged in desperate and devoted attaoks. The lossea in the lo.-level

attacks on the bridges from the Ge  man antiaircraft y,r
tillery were

aruel. In one aase, ot  siz aireraY t only onc returned from the suc-

o e s s   u l t a sk . On t hi a dsiy al one we l o at a t o t al ot ' s i z t y - s cv en ma-

chinca, and being engaged principa.
lly .ith the enemy 's antia,

irora.t
t

t  or c e s , a c c ount ed i or on l y t  i f t y- t hr e a Ger me.n wi r cr ar t . That ni gh t

there remained in  'rance ot the Royal Air  'orce only 206 aerviceable

a i r c rat 't ou t of 474 • "

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

   
240

This was the first o,nd a leo the last attempt by the Allies to mount

4 large-scale air operation, to join the struggle t'or a.ir superiority,

and to intervene decisively in the ground operations or the German grrqy .

The 4tte®pt had failed -- and it vaa not repeated. Thia eas the ansver

to the question le2't open at the end of our summary of the situation 4s

of 1 3   .y .

Seoond
B. The% i d  t Ai r Fl e e t

I n t er ms ot mi s s i on s a.nd me t hod o i ' empl oyment , t he t a sk s f ac ed by

' t h e Se cond Ai r Fl e e t  rer e t he s aiae a s be f'or e .

The uni t e under t he c ommand of t he Spe c i e,l Dut y Gener a]
. wer e a s s i gn-

ed -- tor the last time -- to support the air landing troops in the

area s.round 8otterdsm.

The YIII gir Corps continued to assiat the Siath Ar y ia its ad-

vanae and detached 4 number ot'unite to carrg out attneks along the

bre4kthrough t'ront of the Psunzer Group von Kleist, 41ong the southern

'_ Meuse sector.

The IP 6ir Corpa seeme to have coacentrated on 14 l  y on the Dutoh

and Be l g i a ,n eo a s t a l ar ea s , * h er e - - Qac or d i ng t o o t'f'i c i a l doeua en t s - -

it succeeded in sinking aia cruisers axid destroyers, damaging one

b4ttleship and one cruiser,  nd destroying or damaging 4 tota.l o 

43,000 tons oi shipping spaee.

C. The Third Air Fleet

All the combat unit8 vere employed ia a series of a,ttac
ks on the

Fumay-Chalons s.M .-8evigny srea in order to provide support for the

oper4tions ot  the Army.
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Highly successiul attacks Rere also carried out on enemy marahing columns,

troop assembly areas, tank eoneentrations, fortificationa, and rai.
l and

high ay networka west ot the Meuae. 6nd finally , the LuftRaffe hammered

away  rithout respite at the rapidly retreating French armiea.

Observation o  the targct distribution eouth of the breakthrough

front makes it perfectly clear that the foo41 point of the attaoks on

enemy transport facilitiee south of the front lsy approzimately eaet

and north of the line 8e he1-Ste.Menehould-Revigny- etz, in other worde

i n t he ov er al l ar ea of Yer dun . I n s hor t , t he Tul n er ab l e l e f t 2'l a,nk of

 
the breakthrough wedge, noR turned towarde the •est, waa being aareened

from the south by the Luttwaffe by meana of attaeke designed to disrupt

and de at r oy r a.i l way Qnd hi ghway r out e a whi ch had al r ea.dy b e en s ub3 e c t ed

to repeated bombardment,

Once the YIII 6ir Corpe had succeeded tor the firet time, in a

limitad taatical operation, in aereening both flanks of an admittedly

_ limited panzer thrust out ahead of the Siath Army, it oecurred to

Ger man l eader s t h at i t mi ght be poe s i b l e t o l e t t h e Luf t wa rf e al on e

pr ov i de t he nec e s s a ry c av er f or t he ope n f l ank of a l ar g er Arfay oper a-

ting force. Thia teahnique did prove to be feaaible, and from that time

on was uaed with increasing frequenoy a$ the psinzer wedge continued ita

push through to the coast with both flaaks unprotected from the grouad.

A s econd char aa t er i at i c oi ' t h i s f i t"t h day of ao mba t  ra o t he   . m̂-

. rr.  e
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eoacentration of a strong air defenae foree at the main erossing pointo

along the  ieuse. In addition to their missions 4s fighter esoorte for

the German bomber units, the single-engin e  .nd
twin-engine fightera

wer e empl oy e d t o c ov er t he r i v er ar o e s i ng po i nt a u eed by t he   r my • Th e

ef f ec t i v ene s s of t he i 'i ght er f or c e wa s augrn en t ed by t he a s s i gnment of

the ma ority of the I Antiaircr4ft  rtillery Corps to the eame ares.

It was this concentrated s,ir
defense force ehich met the aforemen-

tioned Britieh bomber units and beat them back under heavy losses.

!
   

The follo ring developments muat be regarded as the most signifioant

phenomena o f t h e f i f t h da r o f t h e of f en s i v e  

1) The Luftwaffe had plriyed s decisive role in furthering the

Ar m y ' s ma.
i n oper a$ i on on t he mi dd l e s ec t or of t h e f ront . The

German forces had broken through the Yaginot Line, sad the

panser redge was already aorin8 forward weat of the lieuee into

 
the deptha of enemy territory.

2 ) For t h e f i r a t t i me , t he Luf t ws .
f f e al one had t aken ov er t he t a s k

o t' s cr e an i ng t he vu l ner abl e s out her n f 14nk of t he Ar rqy f or c e

ia an aation which had been cerefullg planned s nd e=actly coor-

dinated eith the requirements of the Army . Thie represented

a "n e r" we apon i n t he condue t of Rar - - t he commi t ment of a i r

units and tanks to supplement eaoh other in strategie joint

operations oPer long distances and against re mote targets.
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Thie was something entirely ner 4nd something which . must be examin-

ed more elosely in reepeot to the actions whiah preceded it.

The course of events in the operations 7. srea assigned to the Third

6 i r Fl e e t s i n c e t he b egi nni n8 of t h e of f ea s i v e i s a, cha,r s.c
t e r i s t i a ez -

ample of prepar tions for a decisive breskthrough aetion and for the

acr e eni ng of' t h e o pen f l a.nk o f t h e br e a.kt hr ou gh f o r c e by t he Luf t waf f e

in the form of indirect air support. During the entire period the focal

po i n t of Luf t wa f f e aot i v i t y had l ai n i n t   e de s t r uot i oa a..nd di ar upt i on

of the enemy 's tranaport network (rail And highway) both in front of

•

o aed br es k t hrough f r on t s nd a,l ong t h e s out her n f l ank of t he
t he pro p

breaYthrough force.

Mere teztual desoription of these events is ins.
dequs.

te, aince it

c 4nno t ev ok e a s uf f i oi en t l y o l e a.r p i c tur e of t hc ex e cut i on of t h i e

oper a t i on . For t hi s r e   s on t Y1e au t hor ha.s at t empt e d t o i l l u s t r 4t e t h e

di s t r i but i oa of t he s.i r at t s ck s , s ad t }aoua t he s e l ec t i on of t a r ge t o ,

by mea
 
s of Q map.•

The m p ineluded
10

refleats 411 the bombard.men
t miasiona flo a

ag iti n s t t he en empr' e t r s n apor t a t i on ne t r or k s l ong t he Meu ae i n t he Sedan-

Char l ev i l l e ar ea dur i ng t he f our ds yre b et we en 11 and 14 Ms y , t hu s  pr i or

to and during the breakthrough oper tion -- tha.t is, nll those

10 - See Appendix 59; M4p of Frs.nee
(acale 1:200,000

)
, the aheete sho -

ing the Mezieres snd Cba.lons are s.
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mi e ai one l i s t ed i n t he si t ua,t i on r epo r t a of t he Comma nd er i n Chi e f , Luf t -

waf f e
l l

.

The markings on the map -- ea ch
bombardmeat ma-es

ion is indicated by

a heavy blue dot
12

-- reveal the following:

1   head.o
f the front line of the Panzer Group von Kleist there ie

a c l ear l y r e cogn i z ab l e s t r i p of s nemy t er r i t or y i n ei de of whi ch

the entire tranaportation abtstem of the Meuse valley (from Yer-

du,n v f 4 St ena,y , Sedan , Char l ev i l l e , and Fti ims ,y
t o Gi v e t ) ha s

b e en cor done d ot f .
•

o a t l e   e t de l r  r, t he enemy f r om mov i n8
Thia was to prevent, r

 ny more troops or suppliea  long the highwsys or rsilwa,ya
in

the  euse sector on either side of Charleville-Sed n . 5ueh an

  t t empt on t he par t of t he e ne my had be en a.nt i c i pa t ed , s nd i n

f 4 ct • a s al r e ady v.nd er way a t s ome po i nt a . I n t h e s e i n et ane e s ,

the enemy was to be prevented from bringing up 4dditional rein-

r t'or c amant s t r om t he Zor t i t i ed p.r e a   .r ound Yer dun •

2) The ay at emat i c de s t r uo t i o n of t he r ai l way l i ne e l ead i ng f r om

the  ulnoye-gvesnes-D[aubeuge area via Hirson to Charleville

ql ao he l ped t o pr ev ent t h e ea emy f r o m br i ngi ng up t r oop s by

ra i l Yr om t he we Bt a nd no rt hwe a t . The s e a t t s ek s . e r e a,n i nt e -

gr al par t of t he Luf t waf f e pl an t o   ch i ev e ai r s uPer i o r i t y

over the Meuee vslley.

3) Still a third point of ma.in effort ia outlined on either aide

of t h e Ar gonne an d t o t he s ou t h o t' t he wooded a.r e   . g l l of

t  Ce s e at t s c k s , wh os e f oaa l po i nt a c sn be cl e ar l y r e ao  ai.z ed - -

11 - glmost all the place namee mentioned in the situstion reports were

found on the map; certainly no more than 5  a.re misaing.

1 2 - Th e b l ue ll o t s i gni f i e s on l y t he f"  e t t hs t s n a t t a ck t ook pl a c e and
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Foot not e 12   n t )

the geographieal area  ffected; it doea not indic te the atrength of

t he a t t a c ki n g f o r c e or t he ef f e c t i v ea es a of t he   t t   ck .

_

.
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f i r Bt i n t he s ou t h be t we en Rev i gr ,y and St e . Menehou l d , and t hen around

t h e You zi er e - l e t he l ar ea - - aer v ed t he i mmed i at e obj eot i v e , v i t a l i f

t h e   eu s e v a l l ey wa s t o be co mpl e t e l y cut o l'f f rom t he en em,y , of pr e-

v en t i ng or r a t h er obs t r uct i ng a new conc en t ra t i on of en eu y tr oop a i n

t he DSeu ae eec t or a s l ong a s t her e wa e st i l l t i me f o r t hi e and a aizaac e

t ha t i t wou l d b e und er t a,ke n .

The i r l ong -r a,ng e pur po s e , howev er , wa s t o s or e en t h e Ger man a t t ack

force towarde the south -- in other words to provdde aover for the vul-

ner ab l e f l sink .•

I t wa s at t ha t po i nt, when t he Fr ench def en s e e on t he Yeuee n ear

Charleville and Sedan had been broken threugh and the for rard German

tanka were already advancing west of the river, that these problema

of cu t t i ng of f t he Meus e v al l ey and pro v i di ng aov er f or t h e f l ank be-

came urgent.

A g l anc e at t he map s hows ol ear l y t ha t , by cu t t i ng o f f t he   i eue e

•
v a l l ey evu t h of t h e Ger ma n br e akt hro ugh t  ro nt , any and a l l a t t empt s by

the French to orga,nize a aew eounteroperation from the Verdun-St. Dizier

or the Reims-Chelons areas, could -- and had to -- be met.

4) The systematic plan behind the commitment of the bomber units

of the Third Air Fleet during four deciaive days becomes evident from

t he ov er al l pi c t ur e . Non e of t he a t t   k s wa s an er d i n i t a e l f ; ev ery

one was carried out in the intereats oi' the ground operations ot' the

Ar u y .

The attacks were a.par
t of a long-range plan. By disrapting the

enemy ' s en t i r e t r ans p or t at i on net ROrk ,
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t hey m  de i t i mpoasi bl e f or Fr enc h mi l i t   ry l es,der s t o r eact qui ckl y

s ,nd ef f ect i ve l y t o t he aerma.n pl an of oPer at i on,  rhi ch , ot' c our se , had

be en cl ear l y r eaogni z ed i n the mes.nt i me .

I n sp i t e of t he c oncur r ent n eed f or c ont i nue d a s s i gnment ot   a.i r

uni t s t o t he at r at eg i c o.i r . ar aBs i n st Ang l o- hr e nc b ai r po rer r t he pro -

bl em or  t he f o rms t i o n of e i f e o t i v e po i nt s o f mai n e t f or t i n a i.r o per a-

tions had been solvad in an exemplarY manner• The Army •aa the rrinner.

5 ) The ma p pi ot ur e , howev er , i s no t ent i r c l y co mpl et e . The bom-

bardment ot- the enery transportation eystem by the Third Air Fleet

_
spread out b eyond the limita ot' the present map into the area around

Me t z , af t e r r ec onnai $aau c e h   d r ewe a.l e d he av y t ra f t'i c a l ong t he r ai l wsy

l i n e l  e t z - Di edenho f en- Conf l a.ne i n bot h di r ee t i ons .

6 ) ns f     t he gr ound s i tw  ,t i on on bo t h ai de s i s o onaer ne d , t he

mark i ng s on t he ma.p a.r e ne i t h er ent i r e l y up t o de t e nor do t hey co nf or m

th the status eiehieve
d as of 14 Msy .

They only outline the general

 
direction of thru9t of' the German psnzer unita towards the Meu ee•

Th e a,ddi t i on o* t ur th er de t a i l ed m  r k i ng s wou l d hav e i n t er f er ed

 ith the res.l purpoae of the map.

So muoh for the syatematic employment or" the huftwatte in this

operationa.l area during the period in queation.

On t he f i Yt h day of t he Germa n o t"f enai v e , t he Al l i ed ai r i 'or ee e

had aeized the initiative for the tirat time a.n
d bad concentrated their

bomb er uni t a - - h ar d1Y i n ev i d enc e pr i or to t h  t t i me - - i n e l e,r g e-

acale att ok on the strategically proper  nd most import nt point of-

fered by the over ll situution -- on the highly vulherable croeaing

points on the
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Meu s e bei ng u s ed by t he Germs.n ps nz er i or c e .

Aa we hav e s een , t he at t a c k wa s a i 'ai l ur e , z nd t he :3r i t i s h f or a e s

paid for their mes  er sucveas with eztremely hea,vy losses. The atts.ck

was never repeatcd, either here or during an,y other phaee of the subse-

qu ent c ampai gn . Th e oi -f ens i v e power of t he ene my ai r   o r ce s ws  s brok en .

l̀'h i e i i r s t and l a,s t a i r ba t t l e b et we en t h e Ger ma,n Luf t wa f f e and t he

Anglo-F  eneh air forces during Operation YELLOW  Gelb)

ha d b e en dec i ded wi t hout any do ubt i n f av or ot' t he Germ  n Lu.t  t ws .f f e .

The t op- l ev e l Ger mo.n mi l i t   ry co ,nmand obv i oue l y i n t er pr e t ed t hi s
 

f a c t and i t s s i gni f i c a.nc e f or t h e ai r si t ua t i on As s  who l e qu i t e eor -

r e c t l y . The r epor t of t he Wehr msuaht Hi g h Comms.nd of 1 5   iay , r e f l ec t i ng

the aituation and developments of the previous d y, oont4ine the tvllow-

ing atatement in the sectivn dealing with 4ir operQtiones

"Enemy nttempts to disrupt German operations by me na of

a s t r ong bomb er 2 or c e , wer e i'r us t r a t ed ur d er heavy l o e s e s f or

• the enemy without   y  ppreciable effect on our own freedom

of action in ths air ."

This decisive eoncludiag statement gives accurate eapreasion to the

f a at t hat Ger man ai r super i or i t y had a c t u al l y b een e s t a.bl i sh ed by t he

f i i 't h day of t he o i'f ens i v e .
ov er a l l

A r ev i ew o t' t he   cour s e o i   t he or f ens i v e s   rv e s t o c onf i rm t h4 t t hi s

ev a l ua.t i on o f' t h e   i r si t ua t i on w  s pe rf e c t l y a e cur a t e .
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The first goal of air operations had been re4ched ahead of schedule --

air superiority ha.
d been achieved !

Anot h er s i a da,y s wer e t o pa s e bef or e t h e s e cond So al • a s a t t ai ned - -

t h e aohi ev ement of a i r su pr emacy . The r e por t f or 21 May of t he   lehr ma cht

High Command was to oaaitain the words "aomplete domin tion of the air-

space".

Thu s t he f i f th day o f t he oYf en s i v e r e pr e e ent a a de f i ni t e br s ak i n

the development of operations in the weat.
This .as not only due to

t h e f ac t t ha t a.i r sup er i or i t y ha d be en ac h i eve d ; t he r e wer e t   o ot h er

•
elements of importa,nae.

And the oombination oY all three of these ele-

ment s - - eaoh of t hem si gni f yi ng a "br eak" i n oper a.t i ons i n i t s oen

right -- results in the situation as of the evening of 14 Ma,yi

1   g i r
 

p er i or i t y hs d b e en achi ev e d al ong t he ent i r e We s t er n

f r o nt .

2  The deeisive breakthrough operation on the middle sector of

the iront had been carried throug'h with succese --  rith the
•

de c i 9i v e a s s i s t an c e o f t he Luf t waf f e . The way t o t he CY  nn e l

wa s now open t o t he 2'o r  rar d pa.nz er un i t s maki ng up t he adv sn c e

wcdge.

Th ei r vu l ner ab l e s ou t h ern f l ank wss b ei ng s ar e ene d by t he Luf t -

*   'f e a l one .

3 )   l ong t he ez t r eme nor th er n s e c t or ot t he f r ont , t h e ai r l wnd-

ing operation in Fortress IIolland had been brought to a suc-

o e s s f u l c onc l u ai on . The bomb ar dme nt oY 8 ot t e r dsm had b een

f ol l owed by t he c api  t u l at i on ot' t he Dut ch A  m̀Y•

The nor t h er n pi l l ar oY def ens e h s.d b ecn el i mi na.t ed f r om t he

operational planning of the Western Allies -- th  s to the

i n i t i a.t i v e o f t he Luf t waf f e •
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Si gni f i cant l y l a.rge el ement s or' t he Army   .nd t he Luf t waf f e hs.d

be en f r eed f or ae si g nme nt el sewher e .

Thus the Btrategie thinking and planning of Germany's air leadera

had been fully substanti4ted -- at a surprieingly early stage of opera-

tions. The application of the secret of success learned during the cam-

paign in Poland, the repetition of the Blitzkrieg on the ground and in

t he ai r , had bor ne f r u i t onc e a ga i n . Th i e s eeme d al l t h e mor e si gn i f i -

c ant i n v i ew o f t he f ac t t ha t t he Luf t waf f e had gone i nt o ae t i on und er

c i r cums t anc e s v as t l y di f f er ent f r om t h o s e ob t ai ni ng i n Po l a nd e i ght
 

months before.

I n t he iNe s t t he Luf t s .f f e wa s f a c i ng r .n enem.y
b e l i ev e d - - i n t he

beginning, at any rate -- to be numerica.lly,
technically, and profes-

sionally a match for it. It was realized that weather conditiong in

the  Yest would be far less favorable than in Poland , whoee climate is

subject to Coatinento.l
influenees. Atd it was clear from the beginning

_ that the task of providing air support for the  rmy Rould be far more

important in the West than in Poland, where the prinaip e miesion of

t h e Lu f tu af f e ha d b e en t he el i mi nat i on of t h e Pol i s h Ai r For a e ,  rhi ch ,

moreoeer, had been inferiar to the Germa.n air units.

Neverthelesa -- the gacnble suoceeded.

Both Air Fleets hsrd made a beginning in the strategia air opera-

tions envisioned by German air leaders. On the second day, how ever,

the chief responaihility for this task had clesrly devol'ed upon the

Third Air Fleet.
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While the Second Air Fleet was primarily occupied with providing

bo t h di r ec t s ,nd i nd i r e c t s uppor t f or t he ope r at i o ns of th e Arm,y - -

which was inevitable in view of the misaione asaigned to it and the

make-up of its forces --, the Third 6ir Fleet utilised the ®ajority

of the long-range bomber unite assigned to it to carry out the opera-

tiona of a etrategic air war.

While the Seoond Air Fleet succeeded in elimin.at
ing the Ihitah and

Belgian air forcee, which were inferior to the Luftwaffe in any case,

it was due solely to the Third Air Fleet that the French Air Foroe 

and the British unita stationed on the Continent could be put out of

a c t i on a ra s oon a s t hey wer e . Nev e r t he l e s s , t he Thi r d Ai r F1e et wa s

at i l l abl e t o ehi f t i t s ar ea of conc ent r at i on t o t he pr ov i ai o n of i a-

direct air support for the Army , in a numbes of actions which were of

great importanee for the toeal point af the operation ae a whole, aud

f i na l l y t o co nc ent r 4t e t he maj or i t y of i t s f or c e e i n di r e c t suppor t

 
of  rmy operations at the decisive moment.

At t he s ame t i me , t he YI I I Ai r Co rpa b eg an t o s hi f t i t e mai a ef -

f or t i nt o t h e ope r at i ona l ar ea of the Thi r d 6 i r Fl ee t , un t i l i t wae

t h en eubor di n at ed t o t Y e l at t er t wo day e l a t er .

Thus, for the moment, the foeal point of air operationa had ahift-

ed t o t he oo mba t ar e e. o f ' th e Thi r d Ai r Fl e e t .
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CHAFrER YI I

Th e  :mpl oy ment of t he Lu f t wa,f t e i n St r at egi c Oper a t i one

un t i l t h e Aahi ev ement of ' Ai r Supr emacy

15 throu h 20 May 1940

1. The Ground Situation on 15  

The gr ound s i t ua t i on s l ong t h e ent i r e f r ont i s i l l u at r a t ed by t h e

m p "Statua of Combat aa of 15 May", ehioh is inaluded with this ahap-

ter
l
.•

The f o l l owi ng a.r e t he i ndi v i du4 l f 4a t or s ( de s c r i b ed v ery br i e f l y )

which go to ms.
ke up the aituation reflected by t!u map:

1) In Holland, the air landing operation again$t N'ortrass Hollsind

had come to Q close. The Dutch B.rmed
Foroes hs .d eapitulated

s nd were thus eliminated as a i.' c
tor in the strength poten-

tial ot the Allies.

 
The Eighteenth Army was freed for assignment elsewhere, and

elements of  it were already moving towarda the south.

2) In Belgium , north of the Sambre-Meuse line, the German 5izth

Army was preparing for 4 breakthrough across the Dyle between

Antwerp  nd Na,mur,
to be carried out with the support of the

Luftwaffe. The breakthrough was to be completed by the fol-

lowing evening.

1 - The map is taken i'rom the book "Deutschl nd im Kampt " (German,y
in

t h e kli ds t of t h e St r ugg l e ) , pub l i ah ed by t he Wehr ms.ch t Hi gh Couims.nd

stind t h e Mi ni s t r y of" Pr ops ..g a.nda . S e e Appendi a 66 .
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Far in the rea.r ol' the Army, the fortific tions of Liege •ere

still encircled and being b4ttered down by the Army and the

Lut't wa.f t 'e .

3 ) I n Be l g i um, sout h or t h e Sambr e- l  eu s e l i ne , t he Four t h Ar iqY

ha,d f or c ed i t $ way acr o es t he   [eu ae b et we en Fu.may and Namur

and Ras adv ncing in the general direction of Ysubauge. It

served to cover the right flank of the German pan$er .edge,

whi ch Ra s adv a.nc i ng s ou t h of i t .

4) In northeastern Fr nae, the g4p acrosa the ldeuse in the Charle-

•

ville-Sedan area was being  ridened to permit a full-aaale

brea.kthrough
to the weat. Preparations are under way ior the

decieive oper4tion to be earried out by the Pa,nzer
aroup von

Kl e i s t . BS t he ev eni ng of 1 5   r, t h e f oi* rar d e l emen t o of

the XXXXI Corps (the Ps nzer Corps $einhardt , coming from

Charleville, h d. reac
hed Montaornet (thirty-four milea weat-

- s ou t h re at o t l  e z i er e a)
, and t he XI X Co rps ( t he Panzer Cor ps

'

Guderian) had a,rr
iv ed in the area bet.een Sedau a.nd $ethel.

2

5 ) Ot her t ank uni t s rrer e cov er f ng t h e ar ea, s out h o2 Seda,n t ows r d a

tha aouth, Rhile the Int'antry Corps, south of C4rignan, had

be en pu ah i ng f or Rar d t owc r de t he s ou t h .
 

To the east, as far wa the tormer Ge    border, the eituation

r emai n ed muc h t he s ame a s b ef or e , a,p  r t f r om 4 f ew mi nor g o.i n a

a.l.ong t he f r ont .

2 -  ccording to the situs.
tion ms,p of' thc Army High Command Yor the

ev eni ng o i ' 1 5   .y •
3 _ The pla.ce names mentioned so fzr along the breakthrough front ca.n

be f'ound on the m p included in gppendii 59.
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6) Nor had there been any si6nit icant change in the i'ront in the

operational area assigned to B rmy
Group C.

The main event ol' 15 May *as the succesatul German breakthrough  n the

middle sector ot' the   ront.

•
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2. The Air Situation on 15 May

The air situation had been detined vithou t any doubt on the previous

day ,  rhen it had become cle r that air superiority belonged to the Ger-

man Lu f't wa f f e .

Churchi11
4 has eonfirmed the costly and -- in the last aaalysis --

unsuceesst'ul miasiona of the Allied, a.n
d pa.r

tieularly the Britiah , bomber

and c l o s e - suppor t f or c e a . Th e f ar - r ea,chi ng e    f ec t s o =" t he "aru e l " l o as -

es sut"rered by the Britieh attacking Yoroe on 14 lday have recently been

- confirmed once more by a.nother
British sourae

5
. According to it, "6 

'

of' the seventy-one bombers employed  ere lost during the afternoon'a

combat".   bit rurther Qlong it is reported tba.
t in an ePening attaek

aarried out by t*enty-eight Blenheim bombers and a strong i ighter ee-

eort, tfve aircraf't  ere destroyed and tRO i orced to land in Franee.

"Ot' a total torce ot' 109 Blenheims and Battlee assigned to bomba.r
d German

marching columns and oommunications linea in the Sedan area, 45  ere lost.

•
This ma,de

it quite clear that there sas no point in continuing suah at-

taoks during the day light houra. On 15  Cay daylight attaeks were discon-

tinued." So muoh for the British eource.

The above int ormation is signifieant in that it subetantiates the

statement made in the concluding observations ot  the preeeding chapters

t o t he et t'eet

4 - Se e Foo t no t e 9 , Cha.p t er iTI .
5 - History ot the Seeond lYorld War, United Kingdom Seriee; "The War in

Franoe and in Flandrea 1939-1940"  PaBe 56 of the partial translatioa

available in the Karleruhe Document Collection.
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t ha t t h   qu e s t i on o i' ai r super i or i t y had be en de ci ded i n t av or oi   t he

Ger man Luf'tws.f t'e . 6 nd i n v i ew o f' t he he av y dzy t i me l o s s e a ot t he BQt t l e

units of' thc 6dvanced Striking Force, on 15 I ay British tactics shifted

t o "n i ght com;ni t ment ov er t h - Seda.n ar ea ". St r ang e l y enough , t hi s t'ac t

i s no t men t i oned i n t h e do cument s ot' t h e o t'f i c e o  t he Comma nder i n Chi e f ,

Lui 't r af f e . I t c an be conc l ud ed t ha t t he pr a c t i c al a pp l i c a t i on o t  t he

new H6F t ac t i c s wa s no t not i c eab l y e   f cc t i v e i n t h e b egi nni ng .
  ,  ,

There is something elsc, however, something directly connected
 

t he Br i t i sh de c i s i on t o di s con t i nue d: ,y t i me z t t a ck s i n t he 4r e a o f oper a-
•

tion, which eeems sign ificant in view oi  the data contzined in the same

s our c e . The Br i t i ah h i s t ory ot' t he wa r co nt i nue a s "Bu t t he ni ght oY 

1 5  16   Iay i s an i mpor t ant mi l e s t one i n t he h i s t or y of' t he 8A ' bec au s e

i t wa s t iie f i r s t n i g ht dur i ng whi ch t he   ' a t t a c ked Ge rman i ndu s t r i a l

targets along the Ruhr ." The source goes on: "During the first night

scventy-eight hea.vy
bombers were sent out i'rom Engls.n

d againat German

• fuel plu.n
ts, nine bombers against blast furnaces and steel plants, and

nine againet rs.ilway shunting yards." bccording to the same source,

"a l l o f' t hem g ot ba ck s af e l y , w_hi eh wa s a goo d omen f or t r e Y ut ur e and

for thc vital preservation of'British air power."

It' one interprets this report carefully , one will see that it
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subata.ntiates
the statement a ,de previously in the present etudy, nsmely

that the esrly night 4ttaoke on the 8uhr District had been c rried out

chiefl r as training  nd navigation practiae Ylighte. Now, acoording to

t he Br i t i ah eour e e , i t woul d s e em t ltat t he mai n emphasi s hmd been pl ac ed

oa t he bomb  rdment of t he Ger man a.rmament s i ndu at ry - - Al.l i ed conduct

ot the air war was entering upon   new phaee. Tha effectiven.esa of

these operations will be d3.sousse
d in a later contezt.

The ea t er nr  ]. mo t i v 4t i on f or t h i s dec i ei on , i n   r' c a ae , i s i mpl s u s -

ihle and $trongly influeaced by a prop4gandistic teadenoy -- it was the
•

" b bardment or Eotterdam oa 14 ' " which provided the re41,ruthleas om   Y

mor al i n ee nt i v e . Th e i.n t er ns ..l mo t i v a t i on , howev e r , ws,a qu i t e di f f er ent :

" . . . . . i t wa,s a s sume d t ha t s, Br i t i sh a,t t a ck on v i t s  l .l y i mpo r t ant t 4r g e t e

on the Huhr would cause tlu enemy to turn his attention to this country

(England). an
d to out down on his attaeks on Franee a,nd Belgium." Thie

assumption 4nd these hopea were by no me ns fulfilled. The Germs.n

• Luf t wa t
f e wa s now i n z be t t er po s i t i on t ha n ev e r bef or e t o cont i nu e

ita systematic support of ground operationo aad to a ]ce a geauins eon-

tribution ta th. overall aueeesa of Germna operationa oa the Continent --

nll without interferenoe from the Allied s,ir foroes. In this partieular

point, the British guess was wrong .

There rems ins the queation of whether the Gcrm n military leadera

reco nized this fundamental chaage in the British conduet of the air

ws,tir a,nd , i f s o , i n how f s ,r t hey r e ac t ed t o i t .
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becording to the $ituation report of the office of the Commander

i n Chi e f , Luf t  ra f f e , c on c er n i ng t h e ev en t s o f' t h e n i gh t of 1 5  16   y ,

enemy air aativity had been pra.a
tically the same zs during the preceding

n i gh t s . b c oor d i n g t o t h e r e p or t , on 15  1 6 1̀izy " t wen t y- t hr e e en em,y a i r -

c r a.
t t   er e r e p or t ed ov er t h e ar e z of F  aer i ch- Bvch  .im- 8 ch a e et Ei f el " .

Th e a   r c r a t  t , c l e z r l y Br i t i sh , d r o pped a p pr ox i mu t e l y 200 b omb e ov er

f i f t y di f f e r en t t a r ge t s . Th i a b omb ar dmcn t , t o o ,   a e t ermed " p l an l e s a "

by the report. During the night oY 16 17 Bday, "fourteen enemy zircraft"

Rere reported, "coming from Holland an,d Belgium". These airaraft drop-
 

p ed a t o t z l of f i f t y b omb s , " rh i ch c zu s ed on l y s l i gh t d aamz g e " . Th e

focal point of th e attacks was again in the Rhine Ruhr District.

Here is an obvious diserepancy beteeen the Britieh and the German

sourcea. If it is true that the Hoyal bir Force ho,d shifted to the

sy a t ema t i c b omb ar dment of ch e Ru h r Di s t r i c t , t h en Ger mz n a i r l ea.d e r s

had zpparently failed to recognize this change in the conduct of

 
Allied air operztions. The only other possible ezpla.na

tion is that

t h e Br i t i s h a i r e omma,nd   r s we re t r y i ng t o ea p l a i n and ea cu t  e t he i r r e-

signed renunciAtion of any zttempt Qt interv ening effectively in tbe

gr ou nd op er a t i on s of t h e en em,y
i n t r e We et b y b r i ng l ag i n an - - ea

po s t f a c t o - - a l t e r a.t i on i n   t h e z r ez ot ' con c en t r a t i on of t he i r

air operations.

As far as ie zrc concerned at the moment, the elaritication of

this question is irrelevant. The fzct remains that no ahaages
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wer e made i n t h e co nduc t o f Ger ma n ai r o pe r a t i ons on t he b a s i s of t he

British decision .

The Br i t i s h bom ber and c l o s e - suppor t f or ce s had x i t hdr awn mor e or

less voluntarily from the decision-seeking struggle going on on the Con-

t i n e r t .

The Fr e nch Ai r For c e , r h i ch mi ght o t her wi ee hav e be e r a t hr e at t o t he

Ger man ground Qper at i ona i n t he day s t o f ol ] ow, wa s e i t he r be at e n , we ak-

ened, or pars.lyze
d -- or was simply being held back. In addition, it was

not up to its task qualitatively, a fact which is not only confirmed by

_ e bu t - - maki n i t al mo st mor e cr edi b 1e - - a l eo by :  r i t i s h
German soure s g'

6
ones .

All that remains is to evaluate the defensive power of the WestPrn

ai r f or ce s .

I t wa s pr e c i s e l y i n t hi s pha ge o f de ve l o prne nt t ha t - - as a re su l t

o f t he  he av y l o s s e a su f f er ed by t h e :jr i t i s h a i r uni t s at 5 ede a - - t he

- que s t i on o f t r an af err i ng add i t i o nal f i gh t er uni t s f r om En  l a nd ar o s e

7

f or t he f i r st t i me . Th e pr ob l em xa s how muc h a ir s t r. eng t h c ou l d be

wi t h dr awn f ro m t he Bri t i sh I s l e s wi t hout dange rou s l y  re aken i ng t he

Br i t i sh hom  ai r def e ns e e . The comman der o f t he home f i gh t er def en s e s ,

Ai r Mar sha l Do rdi ng , h ad t o l d Chur ch i l l t ha t "wi t h t we nt y - f i v e s qua dr on s

o f f i ght er s " he c ou l d "de f e nd t he i s l and ag ai nst t he who l e mi ght of t he

Ge r man Lu f twaf f e   "

6 - Wi n st o n Chur chi l l , The Sec ond Wo r l d Wa r - The i r r, i ne s t Hour , pag e 58

( o f t he Ger rnan edi t i on )
, r e f e rr i ng t o 12 May and di s cus s i ng t he qua l -

i t at i v e supe r i o r i t y of th e Roy al Ai r l  orc e ov er t h e Fr e nah 9 i r r or c e :

"The superiority of the Royal Air   orce in quality, if not in number,

Ra s a l r e ady cl e ar . "
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but that with lesa he would be overpowered
7
.

The argumenta betweea the French and British top-level commanda

as to the advisability ot' atrengthening the defensive 4ir foroes on the

Cont i n ent by t he t r a.ns f er of a.d
di t i onal Br i t i ah f i ghi er equa dr ons went

on. Qa.
l
.ua

ble time was lost, and finally the Britiah viewa prev4iled,

namely that the majority ot  the Britiah f"ighter unit8 .ould haYe to

be held back for future home air defense of the British Islea. This

view was bound to seem all the more justified considering that the

British fighters, like the British bombere and close-eupport units,
•

8
had sut"fered extremely heavy loases .

Thus, at thie decisive turning-point in the a.
ir war, Allied mili-

tary leadera not only discontinued the dayticne attaaks by bombere   d

olose-support aircrat t on the operationa of the German ground foroea,

bu t a l s o gav e up a  y chanc e t o oomba,t t he Init  t  raf f e i t s e l f by me An s of

r e i nf or c ed f i ght er def enae s on t h e Cont i nent .

   s a result, the weakened remna,nts ot  th a French osi'ensive and de-

f en ai v e ai r un i t a  re r e l e f t t o f a c e German a i r s uper i or i t y mo r e or

leas alone.

7 - See Footnote 6 (pages 60 and 61 of the source there cited .

8 - Hi s t ory of t he S ec ond '+Aor l d War , "The Ws r i n Fr a.nc e and i n Fl a.ndr e s

1939-1940"  PaBe 57  According to this source, Britieh tighter

l o s s e s amount ed t o t went y - f i v e on 1 5 1  ay r ,l one .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

.
 

 
 

260

3 . ChanRe s i n t he Comrnand a.n
d Or Aa ni za t i on of t he Luf t waf f e aYt er

15 l [ss 1940

Thi s dec i s i v e day of 1 5   r a l s o mar ked t h e begi nn i ng of a numb er

o f eh ang e a i n t he c ommand s et - up and or gan i z a t i on of t he Ger   n Luf t -

waffe, ahangee made neeeeaary by the deYelopaent of the .tratsgie  it-

uation at this peint. They rssalted primarily ia a new distribution

of forces and, oonsequently, in a number or alterationa in the theatera

of oper a t i on .

For this rea.eon
these changes will be disoussed before we go on

- t he ba i c bo,ak-with oui  acaount o ' the operatione themselves, so that s

ground will be perYeatly clear. gt the sam e time, we shall mention

all subaequent ehangea which became effective during the furthar eourse

of Operation YELhOt (Gelb .

1) After the aompletion ot its miesion in Holland, Gener4l Student's

Air L4nding Cvrpa wae withdrawn and transferred baek to the  ome

  area to be brought up to atrength.
This was on 14 lCay. In the

home area the Corps re  ined directly subordinate to the Com-

maxtder i n Chi e   of t he Lu   t waf i e .

2) Onae the operations ia Holland hs d been brought to an end, the

oftiee ot' the Special Daty General aeased to exiet. Ths oper-

stions staxY was diabanded and the a.ir units were tranaterred

t o t he command o t' t he I Y Ai r Cor ps ( Sc cond Jl.i r Fl e e t )
.

3) The offias ot the Fighter CommQnder 2, whiah had been nader

the oommand oY the Sepcial Duty General, w s retnrned to the
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comrna.nd o t' t he Se cond Ai r Fl e e t a,nd pl a.c ed i n ohz r g e of t he

majority ot the Fleet's fighter units
9
.

4) The YIII Air Corps, previously under the comms.n
d of the Second

Ai r Fl e e t , wa s t r ans f 'er r ed t o t he Thi r d Ai r 1'l e e t by or der of

t he Commonder i
.n

Chi ef , Lut t wa   f  e , on 16 l  ,y . Dur i ng t he l a e t

few dsiys the YIII Air Corpa h d beRn operating on two fronts

a.nd
had been providing sir support not only t or the Si=th 6smy

(Ar my Gr vup B ! ) bu t a,
l s o Y or   he Pa.nz er Gr oup v on Kl e i e t ( dr n y

Group A). From 17 Fiay on, the Corpa  ras employed ezclusively

•
i n t he oper at i ona l a.r e a of t h e Thi r d Ai r F1 ee t

10
.

5) The I  ir Corpa, heretofore assigned to the Third Air Fleet,

waa reassigned to the Second Air Fleet to replace the YIII Air

Cor p s . '1'hi s cha.ng e he l ped t o l eng t hen t he l e f t Ri ng ot   t he

Ai r  ' 1 e e t t ows.r ds t he s out h .

As   result oi' the change, the Seaond Air Fleet hs.d
two long-

range bomber corps at its disposal (the I and the IY); it
•

retained cocnrn4nd o " the II Antiaircrat't Artillery Corps.

The effective date o  this change in assignment cannot be ea-

tzblished beyond a,
doubt at the moment. It o4n be assumed,

however, that the switch o  the YIII a,nd
I Air Corps was or-

dered s t the sarne time and took pl ce immediately, i.e. on

16 B  y
l l

.

6) Accordingly, from this point on, the Third Air Fleet ha.d the

following unita under its command:

9 - The post of Fighter Commander wa.a still filled by Colonel von Doring,

not General Osterks mp, as is indicated by Keaselring, op. cit., page 69.

10- Se e Cha.pt er Q of t h e pr e s ent at u dy .
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tl - decording to Kesselring, op. cit., p ge 69, the I Air Corpa .aa 4e-

ai gned t o t he 3eoond   i r Fl eet ef f e et i ve 15 ltawy . Thi e oorr e eponde

approzimately to the iniormation gi4en above.

i

•
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II lir Corps (long-range bomber unita)

V Jlir Corps (longArange bomber units)

YIII Air Corpa (oloee-support unita 

I lntiaircrQft Artillery Corps

7) The 9th Air Division, which -- under the direot oommand of the

Comms nd er i n Ch i e f , Lu f t   a f f e - - s i n c e t h e b eg i n ni ng o f op er a -

t i on s h   d b e en c iucr y i n g ou t i t a ap ec i a l i zed mi s a i on of l s   ri ng

air mines fn Dutch , Belgian, French, and British harbors in the

entire Channel area, .as m de Bubordinate to the Seeond oi.r

  " Fl ee t et 'f'e et i ve 2 123   •

8) The developmente in the ground operetiona and the ahanges in

t h e di a t r i b u t i oa of Lu Y"t . a f f e f or c e s b r ou gh t   b ou t by t h em ( a a

deteiled in 1) through 7), above, inevitably brought about san

s,lterz
tion in the eaisting operation l sreas, a chs,nge in the

d emaarc a t i on l i n e s b et   re en t h e t wo   i r F l e e t s .

_ At present, hoiever, there is no .ay for us to reconstruct the

temporal and geographiaal schedule of  hese ohs,nges, since not

Q si ng l e or d er p er t a,i n i n g t o t h em i s p r e $er v ed . Thu s , we ha,v e

no choiee but to guess, from thc later employmeat of the units

asaigned to the tRO Air Fleets, when and .here chenges in the

distribution of t4rgets, and thus in the operational areaa,

may have taken pls.ce.

1 2 - Th e mi s s i on a an d a.a t i v i t y   r t h e 9t h g i r Di v i s i on h a.v e b e en d e a l t

Rith in detail in a spccial atudy by Colonel (GSC  Gaul, "Die Ge-

schichte des F.d.Luft, der 9. Fliegcrdiviaion und des IX. Flieger-

korpe von der Aufstellung dieser Kommandoatellen bua sar  fende der

Kriegsj .hre
1940 41" (The Hietory of the Air Commander (F.d.Luft =

Fiihrer der Luft ? -- otherwise I ha,ve no idez}, the 9th Air Divi-

sion, and the I% dir Corpa from the Dete of their Estsblishment

until the Turning-Point of the Wa.r,
1q4o/41}. This study ia avail-
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Footnote 12 (cont)

able in the Karlsruhe Document Collection and should be referred to

in connection Rith the present study, in supplementation of xhich

it was prepared.
' Ye shall hzve occzsion to refer to this study again Iatar on, in

c onn e c t i on wi t h t he condu ct of t :  e z i r war ov er t h e wa t er , i n s mf ar

as tr is is relzted to Operztion YELLOW (Gelb .

•

•
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4. Bir Operations Prior to the Achievement of Air Supremacy, 20  [gy 1940

I. Strategic Air  aerations DesiRned to Screen the Flank of the

Ground Operation

The period of time between the achievement of air superiority ,

on 14 Ms y , and t he e s t ab l i ahment of t o t al ai r supr ema,oy , on 20 Yay ,

inoluded the period of strategic air operations designed to screen the

flank of the ground operation.

Like all slogans, the phrase "strategic eoverage of the flank"

should be used ciraumspeetly, tor naturzlly the screening of the Army 

operational flaaks was not the only mission of the Luftiaffe during

the period in question. Nor wae thia misaion limited to this parti-

cular period. It is true, hoMever, that during thie phase it wae the  

most imports,nt and at the siune time the newest and moet eff ctive me-

thod in the strategic employment of the Luftwaffe.

It is not mere ehs nee that this period coincides almost ezactly

• rith
  the leh$th of time required tor the strategieally decisive thrust

of the panzer wedge through to its firat objective, tha Chanael eoast.

For the surpriaingly rapid achievement of this objective would not have

been possible •ithout the aid of the Luftwaffe in screening the i lanks

of the thruat operation. Thia provides clear evidence tof the elose

interrelationship of ground and air operstions.
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Before we proceed to our acoount of the events whieh took place

i n t h e oper z t i on4l ar e a s of t he t wo Ai r Fl e e t s , l e t u e 'Cur n t o t he

larger pictur e of the eoordination necessary between the two in order

to achieve the etrategia objective already referred to.

g s we hav e a l r e ady men t i on ed , t h e ahang e i n t he a s s i gnmea t of t wa

Air Corpa (the i 4nd the YIII) s,1so
brought about changes in the opera-

t i onal ar e a s c ane er n ed , o.l t hou gh t her e s.r e no document s 4va i l abl e t o

substantiate thia contention.

Nevertheless, by* following the operations of the t.o Air Fleets
•

s,nd
by comparing the problems asaigned to and the missions aarried out

by t hem af t er 1 5 B a,y , we e an d educ e wi t h so me degr e e of ce r t ai n t y t ha t

t he I Ai r Cor p s , af t er i t s r ea s s i gnment , wa s not t r an s f er r ed t o t he

geogr aphioa.
l 4rea under the jurisdiction of the 5econd Air Fleet (nei-

ther to ita take-off bases nor to its area of op rations). Instead,

it seems alear that the Second Air Fleet, in taking over eommand of

• the I Air Cirps, eatended ite operational. area
to include the seetors

previously aseigned to the Corpe.
The southern demaraation line ot

the new area, which then becsme the line of demarcation b etween the

Seeond and Third Air Fleets, cannot be clearly defined for the begin-

ning of the period .
The problem assigned to the I 9ir Corps rem4.ined

the same for the time being; it was to continue to eupport tha advanae

of t he Four t h Ar my , w1'u eh wa s f i g ht i ng i t s way ac r o s s th e l eu s e on

e i t h er s i de of t he Di nant - Gi v et   'e a •
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This automztically zlso provided for complete coverage of the

dept h s of t La oper a.t i ona l a.r e a s,e a rrho l e , t 'or t he ar e s.s c ov er ed by

t he I V b.i r Cor ps ( Se cond g i r Fl e e t ) i n t he nor t h ru id t  ie I I   i r Cor pa

(Third  ir Fleet  in the south  ere adjacent.

By dint of painstaking evaluztion of the u.vzila
ble documents for

one dzy of ' eo mbat ( 17 May  
, we hzv e s uc c e eded i n pr epa.r i ng a ms.p Rhi ch

c l ear l y shoWS:

1 ) t h e de pl oy me nt o f t he i nd i v i du,a l e i r Co rps z c cmrdi ng t o t he i r

ar ea s of oPer zt i on s ; 

2) t he conc en t s z t i on of' ai r uni t s i n t he dept hs o f e ne   y t er r i t or y

f or t he pu rpo ae o f pr ov i d.i ng i nd i r e c t suppo   t 1'or t he Ar my an d ,

abov e a l l , of s c r e eni ng t he f l r nk s of t he ground t"or e e s eng aged

i n t hG mai n ope r z t i on ; a.nd

3 ) t h e pr e sumAbl e l i ne ot- demar c a t i on b et vreen t he t wo Ai r Fl e e t s .

Fr om nor t h t o s w t h , t he ms.p
l 3

s ho  rs f i r s t of al l t he ope r   t i ona,l

•

ar es  of t h e Se cond t  i r Fl e e t ,   i t h s

t he I V a i r Bo rp s i n Be l gi um, and

the I Air Corps in northern France.

S ou t h o f t h e S o :nmc , t h e o p e r a t i o n a l c r e a i s c o n t i gu ou s wi t h t ha t o i ' t h e

Third gir Fleat . et this point the II bir Corp s w as assigned to that

a r e a . Al t h o u   h t h i s i s n o t s ub s t sx,. t i r  t e d , i t c s"n
b e a s su me d t ha t e l e -

menta of" the IV Air Corpa x ere also s,ss
igned to mission s in this zrea

from time to time .

13 - See Appendix 61.
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