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I  i s t of Appendi x es

. •
No. : Dat e : Cont ent s : Pages :

1 1 August 191 0 - Excer pt s f r om t he  •ar di ar y of 6H

2J . Mar ch 191,1 t he   ehrmacht  ii gh Comrnand -

1fVehrmacht Operations Staff/branch

,

of Nat i ona l Hef ens e

  2 8 Au.gust 191 0 - F  c er pt s f r om t he not es on t he 42  

2 5 J une 19l .1 di s cus si ons of t he s i t uat i on at

  t he r ehr ma cht Hi.gh Co a  an l/  Uehrma cht

Oper at i ons St af f  Br anch of Nat i onal Def ense

3 2 5 J   e 19l,0 - Excer pt s f r om t he of f i ci al d i a r i es of 101

t he Chi ef of t he Army Gene r al St af f ,
22 J une 191}l .

  General ober st  Ial d er
.

` ' 1   ?1   ay 19l 0 - E  ccer pt s f r om t he not es of t he Com- 36

26 Augu 4t 19 1 1 mar d e r i n Chi ef of t he Nav y on hi s '

.
I

conf er en ce s   i t h Iit t l e r
.  

5 29 November 1939 - Di r ect i ve ho . 5 of t he Supr eri e 1  y 

Comman der of t he  ' ehr a  cht : Gui -.  

.c  i n g pr i n ci p l es f or war   a r e aga i n st

t  
.e enerr y e cono  • •

 

 

_  
6 ti' i nt er 1939/ 1 0 ' - Pr el i mi nar y consi der at i ons of t he A  

 
1qaval Oper at i ons St af f on a l andi ng

m
  `

   

 
 

i n Engl .and `  3

,
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7 2 5 J un e 1; 1 C - Let t er of   :a j or (6SC) Fr e i
.
lier r v on - 2

Fa l ken st ei n (J'  ersr r:,  cr t  ii
. 

t  Comir arid/

Of f i ce
WeYr n;a cta Oper a t i ors   a / L I L)

t o Col or.el ( GSC) von '   a l d a u 1  i t l-  t t e

  ;  endi   : Ras ' c Re  _u i r e   ent s f or a Lan -

ding in En land aG far as the Luftwaffe

i s cc r.c er n ed

7 ,.E   0 J une 19   Q -   pm  r an  luz of GPn e r u].c  a ,i or J od l ( Chi ef 3

of t he  ', ehr ru    ht OnPr  !t i on s Of f i ce } on

t he cont i nuat i on of t ne r  ar f a r e agai nst   n  -

land

9 2 J     v 141  0 - Di r e ct i v e of t he ti'  e'  r  ra cht Y.
i   h Comn.and 2

,
r on t h e p r ep  at i on s f or a l and i

.n   i n
_

.
Engl and

1 0 1 0 J u7y 19   .0 - Di r e ct i ve of t h e ti'. ehr   a cr,t r:i gh Comr.:and 2

on t r.e a r t i l i e r y cov er f or t r e t r an sp or t

op er a t i on  t o F r:  l and

11 1 2 J ul f 19 1 0 _
i  emor andu  of v er.er a l :,:a<

j or a od l ( Chi ef of 5

t h e V:e hr r  a ch t Oper a t i ons Gf f i ce ) on
'
a l an c i n g

in Eng] nd

l b J ul y 15 +0 - Di r e ct i ve I :o . 1 6 of t h e Supr eme Cou  an d er pn Fa   e s

'  6 and   1
of t he ti :ehr   cht on t he p r epar a t i on s of

of t rie t e   :t

a l andi n   ope r ut i on i r, F.ng l and

.d
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  2  J ul
,y

19   .0 - Y  eaior and uu  of t h e Nav a l Op er a t i or s 8

St af f on t he condu ct of t he oper at i on

"See l oev e " ( s ea l i on )

1   30 J ul y 1 5 t  - 3'el e t ype a es s age of t he : .ehm  a cht 1

Yii   h Co  and t o t h e Con4,  a.n
d er i

.n

C  i e f of t h e Luf t waf f e r egar cii n   ,

t he pr ep ar a t i on s f or t r.e conl :i t -

 

n ent of t he Luf t r a f f e aga i r.s t :-r       r}d

1
.
1  30 J ul y 19 1+0 - P ?ot e s of t he Aav a l Oper a t i on s St a f f 8

orl t he F•r ogr e s s of t h e pr epur a t i ons of

t he oper a t i on "See l oev,e " ( t he n ot e   Y e r e

t ak en f or u s e i n a v er ba l r ep or t )
. Fr e f at or y

 

  not e s and a l i s t of t he condi t i or,s mad e by

t he Ar mv Gener a l c t a f f f or t r.e cond u ct of

the operation

1   u  u s t 1 qL,p - Di r ect i v e 1 ?0 . 1 7 o f t he Su   r eme Con;  sind er On Y  es . . . . .

,,.,,
in the

of t he ' , ehr n a cht f or t h e cond uc t of t ne
t ext of t tle

  ai r and s ea war ug ui r.at : :    7  nd s t udy

l  j 1   u v u ^ t 1 j 1 U - D i   'e   t i   i P o f t h e .. Pr.r rT r   h t H    h Co  :_d nd 2

for the conduct of the operation "Seeloew e"

i
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16 5 Au  us t 19  0 - Dis ect i ve of t t e   iehr r acht h:i   h 2

Com  .and r egar di ng t he suppor t

of t he Luf t ri a f f e ope r a t i on s aga i n s t

Eng1and b y t he Ar   v an d t h e 1  av Y

17 7 Au   st 191+C - Di r ect i ve of t he ';,enr macht F:i   h 2

,
C  m * an d r egar di ng t he dec ept i on of t he

ene  iy
•

1B 9 A     us t 191 0 - Not e4 of t h e 14av a1 Ocer a t i o n s St a f f ! 

on t h e con f er en ce of t he Chi ef of

t he I1ava 1 Oper a t i ons St a f f and t he

Chi ef of t h e Ar n- y Gen er a l S t a f f on

7 Au  uGt 191 0

•
19 10 Aua u s t 19 1  0 - Let t e r of t h e Ar mv Hi ah Comr: and t o 5

Ch-i Pf of t he WRhr ma cht F.i   h Cor  r and

20 1 2 Au au s t 1q 40 - LAt t e r of t he  , eh r ma cht t°.
i gh Com 3.a t  2

t o t h e Ar mv and h avy E1i   h Couu and s r ega r -

d i n g t he com ru t a:en t of Ger man f or c es i n

r:or t r Af r i ca i n t h e ca ^e of a po s t pon e-

ment of t he op er a t i on   Se e l o e r e    ( Thi
.s l   t -

.
t e r wa s n ot di r ec i.ed t o t he Corr  :ander i n Chi e f

of t h e Luf t waf f e : )

21 l j AuRus t 1q  
.
0 - Eva l uat i oa of t h e s i t ua t i on h  by t he 3

, Chi ef of t h e ',. ehr ma ch t Op er a t i ons St a f f ,
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,Gener al d er Ar t i l l er y J odl , f or t he ,

landing in England

22 16 August 181+0 - Di r ect i ve of t he  Yehr macht Hi gh 2

Co  rcand r egar din g t he pr epar at i on

of t he oper at i on "Seel oewe 11

: 23 27 Au  u Ut 19 l 0 - Di r e ct i v e of t h e    ehr ula:cht Hi   h 2

C  r.and r eg ar di n g t h e op er a t i on ''Se e l o ewe;

 

t he Gr oup XXI , an d t he t r an s f e r o f f or ces

i n t o t h e Gov er ru uent Gene r a l

21  3 p Augu s t 191 0 - Di r ec t i v e of t he Comr  and er i n Chi e f 9

of t he Ar m.Y
f or t rle p r epe r a t i on of

t he oper at i on "Seel oewe "

! 2 5 3 Sept etnbe r 1 G1+0 - Di r ec t i v e of t he Wehr ma cht Hi Rh Comr..an d 1

.
on t s r g et - d at e s f or t he oper a t i on "Se el oewe "

26 5 S ept eanbe r 19k 0 - Or d er of t h e Coomand er in Chi ef of t he 3

I ,u f t waf f e f or t h e co  .t ment of t he Luf t waf f e

du r i ng t h e ope r a t i on 'LSee l oeti  e "

?7 l l  Sevt embe r 1q1 0- Di r Act i ves of t h e Y+ehr ma cht Hi.gh Cc mman,d 2
.  

regarding decisions of Nit1Rr on the ope-

r a t i oA 'tSe e l o ewe " an d on ai r a t t a ck e ag ai n s t

Londan

28 l .t,.
Sept emb er 191,.Or Or d er of t h e Ar my Gr o up j f or t he cor du ct of g

t h e oper a t i on "3 e e l oeti• e ' 
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2   1 4 Sevt emLer l y1,G - Oper ut i on .a or caer of   r e 1  Gva1 10

C  : :r:,and er  ̀  e st f or t t
_e co r  i u c t of

t t.e t r an s p or t a ot i vi t i e s f oi  t r,e .

o :er   t i on "Se el oewe "

3U 1   SeGt er.:h Er 1; 1  - Di r e ct i ve of t he '.',e hr n: a cht Hi gh 2

Cv  nand on pl   in ed d ec ept i on f or

t r e oper at i on ' Seel oewe "  

.
Jl l j Sept   :b e r 1;•1  G - : r cl i m.i n a r y  cou b  a d i r ec t i v e of 5

t r e S econd tii r Fl ee t Cor  u and f or t h e

ccvnd u ct of t r:e oper a t i cn  'S e el oewe ''

3 2 1B S ept en,b e r 1  1 0 - Di r ect i v e of t t E Second   i r F1e e t 2

Command f o: t Y.e cor  .-,i t r. er.t c f t l  e

  t h ni r Di v i   i on i n t } e ca s e of t he 

op er at i on "S ee l oer e "

33 19 Ser t emt e r 1   1. 0 - Di r ec t i ve of t he  „ ehr ma cht f i   t: Comn:an d 1

r e     .r d i n ; t },e o; e r a t i on "S e  l oewe "

31  2g Sept ent e r l y1 G - Spe ci al a i r ec t i t  e   of t l:e Se cor,d t+i .r
Fl ee t 1 

Co  r :and f o r t he t i    e - s cr   i ul e of t t:e or e r a t i on

'lSe e l oewe " up t o an d i n cl u ::i n  S -0 ay

3 5 12 Oct obei   19 4G - Di r ec t i v e of t r e   .eru•n.a cl
.
t E.i      C  u::a r:d 2

f or t he p os t p on eu:en t of t he o : e r a t i on

t i l
"S eel oewe "

 
' t he s p r i r.g of 1  1 1
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No. 1

wehrma cht Hi   : Ccmr an d .4' ar•   i ar ;  oy t he ti  ehrna cht

Oper at i ons St af f / lvat i onal De f ens e Bra nch

Copi es o f F
.  c er pt s cover i ng t rle Per i od f rom 1 Au  us t 1y1F0

• t o 2 1  Mar ch l y l.,h .

The 6'=ar Di ary wa s k ept by b:i ni qt er i al rat ( Ci  ri.
l Ser vi ce R.aril t

equi va l ent t o t he Ran k of a Col or e l } He]
.ciut h Gr ei ner

Fr e f at ory A:ot es :
- - _._., _      .___.

1 ) I n t rie f ol l owi ng ex c erpt s , onl y t i' os e pa s s a6 es ar e c;uo t ed

•
h hi ch r ef e r t o ent r i es re l 2t i ng

directly
a )       :  t o t r e operat i on ' Se e l oewe '  and t he   A.

i r

Bat t l e of Br i t a:i n '  , a nd

 
_,

) t  ei ng o f g ene r al pol i t i cal and n•:i l i t ary i n t er es t i n conne c-

tion with tre topic ai the Gtudy concerned.

t hos e
2 ) Oni y   dat e s ar e quot ed under r• hi cY  t h e ent r i es co nt a.

i ned

i n t he e  cerpt a r.ad t eecl mad e .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8
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War Di ar y of t he V ehrmacht I ii gh Cornman d   ̀  ehr

nacht Operations Staff Branch of National

Def ens e , 1 Augus t 14 1  0

- - - . . - - s   - - - - -   • - + - . r -   r- - + - .  w .     r

1 August 191 0 

The Chi ef of t he Nat i onal Def ense bran ch   , General ma j or  i ar l i -
w - - - -       - -   - - r   - - - - - - - w - M - - -

the desired
mont, hands over fs report evaluating the overall situation to the Chief

_____

of t he l     acht Operat i ons Of f i ce , Gener e.l der .Art i l l ery Jodl , and

•
s ug ges t s t o t he l at t er t hat t h e nevi di r e ct i ve i n pr epar at i on f or t he

ov er a7.1 war f ar e be conf i ned t o gen er al gui di ng pr i n ci pl es , si n ce a de -

taiied directive c4nnot be drm irn up until the studies, in particular

t hos e of t he Arrny , ar e av ai l abl e f or ev al uat i on . The Chi ef of t he lf  ehr -
1 --------------------

macht Operations Office accepts this suggestion. Then he reports on the

t he conf er en ces of t he Fuehr er wi t h t he Co  ander s i n Chi ef of t he Nav y 

an d t he Army hel d on 31 Jul y :

The Co   ander i n Chi ef of t he Navy r epoEt ed t ha t t he pr epar a-

t i ons f or t he pr ovi di ng of s hi ppi ng s pa ce f or t he opera t i on "3 ee l oe :.e "

( sea l i on ) c oul d be compl et ed by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ( dat e not en  t er ed i n th e

original copy . The other preparations, especially the  ,ine sweeping and

mine laying, could not be cocipleted until 13 September. Zhe mine swee-

pin g and mi ne l ayi ng coul d be cor Fl et ed by t hat dat e onl y f 3 i n t he cas e

of favorable v eather conditions and fi iendly air supremacy. At this occa-

si on , t he Co  mar der i n Chi ef of t he havy again poi nt ed out ur gent l y t he

the effects which would be brought about by the intended  easures on the

T H I S P A G E D E C L A S S I F I E D I A W E   1 2 9 5 8
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German i nl and navi gat i on whi ch woul d suf f er a r educt i on of 30 per

cent. In additian, all fishing steamers would also have to be employed

in this action. In conclusion, he termed the fall as the season gene-

ral l y l es s f avorabl e t han t he spri ng f or t he conduct of such a l andi r g,

oper at i on. He di d not have a chan ce t o e  r es s hi s opi ni on on t he

strategic sea situation.

  'he Fuehr er de ci ded t hat t rle preparat i ons f or t he l andi ng
• --- -

operation should, for the tirne being, be based an 15 September as tar

  dat e .

Duri ng t he f ur t her di s cu_Rs i on t he Comn ar der i n Chi ef of t he

Nav y poi nt ed ou t t hat t he v i ews of t he Arm  and t he Nav  wer® cont r o-

ver si al i n r e spe c t t o a num.ber o f e s s ent i al poi nt s . s uch as :

 
1 .

) The or g an i zat i on of t h e cha i n of co  and duri ng t he cr os -

 
s i ng oper at i on ,

2.) the expansion of the landing sector,

3 .
) t h e t i me- s chedul e f or t rie cons ec ut i ve l andi ng of t he   d ,

3rd, and l,th waves, and

!  , ) t he s el ect i on of t he hour at whi ch t he l an di ng of t h e l s t

wave should be carried out.

. Fi nal l.y , t he Fuehr er approved t he submar i.ne program al so f or

t he year 191}2 .   .

As a r esul t of t he ver bal r epUrt of t he Com  ander i n Chi ef of

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958
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t he Arm,y on t he pr ogr ®s a of t he preparat i ons f or t he operat i oa

  4 eel oewe " ( s ea li on) t he Fuehrer de ci ded t hat th e pl anzli ng f or
- --

a l andi ng on a br oad f r ont V+ere t o be cont i nued .
  duct i ons of t he

scale of the landing  rhich migbt become necessary could be order

.
i n t he cour 9e o.

f t he op ®r at i on .

For f urt her at at anent s of t he Fuehr er made duri ng t he con- ,
,

f er ence wi t h t he Coaimander i n Chi ef of t he Ar  p see t he not es of

- under the date
t he Chi ef of t he Nat i onal Def ense Branch s      of 1. Ai  us t .

The se not es ar e not at t ached.  

 
Duri ng t he verbal report of t he Chi ef of t he Nat i onal . De-

  - - r .   r   -

f en se Branch t o t he Chi ef of t he   iehrmacht Oper at i ons Of f i ce , t ha
      w - - - r - -       .   r - -   . . . N .M r -

Chi ef o  ' t he Group I ( Luf t waf f e )
, I  j or Fre i herr von Fal kenst si n,

i
report ed on hi s   n   n  ca.t i on wi t h t he Luf t waf f ® on 31 dul y at

.

' Kurf uerat " ( code na n® f or t he headquart er s of t he Luf t waf f e Ope-

rat i ons St aff i n Y  i l dpark near Pot sdam) on t he i nt ent i oms of t he

Luf t waf f e r egardi ng t he t i me and conduct of t he i nt eas i f i ed ai e

rvarfare against Sngland (sae Directive No. 17 . He coamented on

t he r as ons f or t he post pone ment of t he ai r war agai net Fngl .and as

had been for quite a
f ol l ows : The Luf t waf f e   0ra prepared     z l oz  t i me f or the

i nt ens i f i ed ai r r ar agai nst Engl ar d as f ar aa t he operat i onal con-

dition of its uaita and its supply situation was conoerned. Row

ever, the controveraial suggestions of the air fleet coa  .ndars

for a nex tactical method tv be employed in the operations agaiast
  . .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958
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  r_F
l a rzi cou1  no t b e r e con ci l ed t o e tcl: ot tlQr s c f a r   i n ce t he Rei cn s -

r ,a r s cr al l had n ot   ade an y d ec i Gi on on t ;.i s r._ue s i i on . Th e l a t t e r had

t    o!  ht , o   i n   t o r en ax•kc r :ad e b;,  Hi z l er , t hra     t h e i nt es is i f i ed

ui r v ar aga i n s t Engl and   ro ul d not Ee  i n unt i l ak:oli t   d a ;   l a t e r .   f t e r

t ::e Rzi cl  s r::a r s c 'c!  11 r:ad d eci ded on   1   ul   t l- a t , a t f i r s t , a l a r   e - s ca -

a i r
l e" at t a ck ag a i :  s t Loncion   a  . t o Le   i :  u  t ed d  :r i n  ;  ,hi cr. t i:e Lr i t i   r.

f i ght er d ef en  -es v.e r e t o he  =ev er e l y rLi t by t i:e cor.u.
s t l  cn t oi s t r on  ;

• f i g'r a e r   'c r c° s , f ur t r er ;  t o b d ays v,oi;  .d ti e r:e ed ed t o f an.
i l i a r i Le t ce

cr ews  . i t ri t l  e n e   t a ct i cs i n   ht a i l ed d i s cus s i on 5 wi t t. t he co! r  and er s

d ov.n t o Ur oup l ev el al !d i n n.  F ;-;  n e s .

Z r:e f ol l o,  i n g d i r e ct i ve       er e i     ue l a G a r e s ul t of t he i n f or    .a t i on

r e l ea   a ? b  • t   :e Cni e f of t h e ,  ek r r.a cl :t  .: ri er Gt i on s   f f i ce :

l .
) The  : e ci s i on   72:&C1e i  y t he Fue t;r e r : i l l b e   unu _  r i zed i n a di r e c t i v

•

of t he v•ehr r  a r r t f i gr! Cor  .:aa d utld er t 'r:e da t e of 1 !  uc•u s t .

2 .
) Di r e ct i v e ?  o . 1;    'or t he i nt er.  i f yed s e :  and ai r +  :,r• .ac a i ra t r t  ,; -

_
l s :nd .

  .
) Co  :pi :ua i on of t he cor t r•ov er s i r.+.-      }i n t s   i t l: e vi e +vs of t he E,rm; 

an   t lie i '.3vy i n r e ;̀1  CCt t 0 t rie oper   .t
i on 'lS ee l oe  tie " ( s e a li on )

.

1. .
) Or d er f or d ece ,.t i :,n   .e aGur es i n coru,ec t i on   :i t h t h e o . er :a i on ' S e F

  oeti   e '  (   e     _
i on )

. S>>a  ;e   t i on on s u ct: n.ea a ur es s uti r.:i t t ed b y t h e

  r m   'r' i   'r  Corr  a nd .

5.
) Cui

.
d i n;=: Yr i r: ci   l ° s f or f r c:paoand G u ct i ti   t i e s i r, conr.e ct i on wi t h

t h e or er 4t i on i 1zS ee l oewe " ( c ea l i on )
.

b
.

) l i   t of t h e mea s ur es t o ': e t a :en  'or t r:e v.ax•f ar e ada i ns t Engl dn rl
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d ur i r   ; t h e . i r.   e. n!ont hs i n cas e t he op er a t i on   S e ra oer,e      r:ou]  b e

car r i ed out t l-.
i s   ear . I r! s u ch cas e ,   he f ol  

.orni ng n ea s ur es ar e ; l an-

ed :

a )   c c   r•:ii 1l , t o s uL  e   t i ons cuhui t t ed     - t h e I :at i onal . Def era e

1̀ r ::n ch   nd t he Corz:s r.der i n C'r.i ef : f t he   r m.y
t t-:e de t a ch  rent

af ar r.:or e  un.i t s f or su pp or t i r.c t r.e
I t a l i Gn   aa  sc advarice t a :a

E   n,t "  r.d t l.e   upp or t of I t a l v •     t l: e Lu f t v+«f f e i n t Y.e ca :•t ur e

• of Gi t r  a t a r and dur i n j .oper at i on :   •   ci n s t  •l exari   r i a .

  t   }   "es aur e s i rl S; +r i a an d 4  ai n c t t r.e   r aui r:r. cou.Ta r i es .

c ) Us e of   aparies e s uppor t f o: t   :e s ea tiu ,r .

; .
) Jrder f or c onceal n:ent of t h e  uui l

_
a - up i r. t : e Eas t .

i r.
G.

} Con. :  
i l   t i on of n:at er i dl f or us e s   .  .  .:,.

        a th e out li ne o f Gn

t o be
o rder f or pr er:arat i ons  c onduct ed on a l on; - r an ge Gas i s (   ubj e c t :

•

pr c ,arat i on s f or a car.pai   r: a  ai ns t t r e S ovi Et L'ni or.
)

.

' ' ar Di ar v of t t;e   :e nr::,  cht   ;i gt: Corm:and      er r -

r:_a cr,t    r er 2_t
i on c St   .f f j D:at i or.al Def ens e Lr a.  ch

2 au  uct 1; 1 0

2 a u  .u   t 1  1 0

  ,e Ch i e f o f t rR I •:a t i o n a l De f e n   a b r a n c h   u   r-:i t s t o t r e   h i e f

o f t he V  e r  •r.Lc:c t
.
t  -'.

i e h Co mn:a nd (   *e n e r a l f e l di  .a r s c hal l E:e i t e l ) t he Di r e c

t i v e t 1o .
1 7 s n d t h e c omp i l a t i on o f ' t r e d e c i s i on s t ake n by t h e Fue rir e r

a s a r e s u l t o f t h e v e r h . 
l r e   o rt s o f t r:e c     ;n d e r s i n Ca i ef of t r :e
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.,  

P  avy end t he  s r:.y .
ZY e f e r n:e r i s si   !-:ed by t h e Fue :,r er , t h e l a t t er t,y

. t l: e Cr.i ef of t r e ,', ehr na ct :t   :;  ry, Con.n:and .

' .0   ' r.c;h e =' ,
t h e Ch i Ff of t h e I: a t i on a l   Pf Pr  s e lr r   r. c

h s u t ui t s t o t h e

C} i   f :  i t h e   ^ ;    r i= c h t }ii a 'r :    o rrrLan d t i .e d i r e c t i v e on d e c eF t i on rr.e a s ur e s

i n c o r n e c t i on y•i t r: t Y:e ol e r a t i on "S •- r:l o e   .e " ( c e a l i o n } an d t h e o u t l i n e

o f   n o r   e r t: o r t h e b u i l d - u,   i r   t l   e ;   . 
t .

T1 e l a t t e r i s ur  c r o v ea o n

t t- en
r  r i n ci pl e   .ru

i  ,i 11   b e £u r t l:ei• d cv e l op ed .

(
......

)
•

I n t ,l  P a f t e r rlo on , t r:e Ctu   f   f t i:e .   r  r i?  ch t 'c-:i ah Conu ar  d c c n_ er s

;  i t i   t h e C'r:i ef of t h e Econon:i c an rl rtr m  ment Of f i ce i n t t:e p r e s en e e cf

t h e Ch' e f of t lle r  ut i on cl J ef en s e   r an ch on   } e p r epar a t i ar. of n ew d e-

ci si ons t c b e r-.ad e by t h e Fu   r,r Pr r e   ar   i n     t ':_e ar ms and a<rui:ur i t i on r r o

n cy, pl a r ried
; r a  : i r: ac cord  .n c  - ;vi t n t h e       t r   n a t h of t 'r:e wer t i me ar 

•

and v.i t h t r:e ot r er corw er s i on Q (   t e nc;i n   - ur of t r e crit i di r c r a f t a r t i i -

l e r     j. r a rlu ct i or  , ap Nr ova l of t Y e   uur .a r    .n e l. r o` r a  : f o r t r E year 1 ;   .
2 ;

.

t.........
}

For t he r r ep ar a t i on of t r e v+o r l  l e   :ve a i  i c 'r  i s t o b e   r ant ed , i f

     r t l .e Ar   r
pos s i t:l e , on a l a r   e s ca i eYciu r i nc, t l:e  .i n t e r of 1y41 / 15 L .2 , t h e Cr.

i e f

of t he . . er r :  ,a ci t i: i kh Corr  ;a n d oi  e r ed t lla t t i;i s l eav e b a gr   r _t ed , on

m  - t
p r i.n c i pl e , i r:  _  di   .t e l y af t er G : ,e  ; at i ve d ec i s i or, ti:hi cr.

 
h e t a :•  en

by t he Fuehr e r r e   , .r :  i n   t h e oper a t i on "S ee l oev e " ( s ea l i on )
.  :11 f o r -

ce s ava i l
.a

Li e °r ou l d b e u.  ed aril t i:e l:or. e
l ea v e n ot b e u ̂ e d f o r v or i L

  l; oi:.
]
.
d be r ea u cad .
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The Chi e f of t he Nat i onal Def ens e Er an ch s ends a di
.r ec t i ve

drawn up b3r hi  as el f and r egardi ng t h e   Uui l dup i n t he Ea s t    t o t he

Chi ef s of t he Gr oups I H( Army )
, I K ( Navy )

,   I L   Luf t waf f e )
, I I , and

I V, as wel l as t o t he l i ai s on o f f  c er of t h e Ec onom.
i c and Armatcent Of f i

ce recuesting their opinion and,
i  under circumstances,

their

suggestions for complementation.

Thi s ou t l i n e s   ,y s t ha t t he F» Pf  r er had de ci ded not t o cre at e an

• independent state in the remaining territory of Poland but to anaex the

occupied eastern areas to the GrAater German Reich. Consequently, the

V'iehr  aacht woul d have t o bui l d up a l l nec es s ary def ens e s i n t hi s ne wl y

gai ned eas t ern t er ri t ory . An addi t i onal f ac t or t o be cons i der ed  a a i s
,

i n t he i' est
that the air threat which would increase in the cours®   ecof the war

wi l l , t o an i ncreas i ng ext ent , neces si t at e t he mi ]  t ary expl oi t at i on
•

of t he s af e eas t er n t er ri t or i e s .

The following guiding principles should be adhered to in this

action: (.........
)

5 August 191+0

The Chi e f of t he Wehrma cht Ori prat i ons Of
.
f i c e s ummons , i n t he

abs ene e of t he Chi ef of t he Nat i o ial Def ens e Branch , t he gr oup   chi ef s

of Gr o up I f or a conf er ence t o be he l d i n t he 8 ei ch   s Chanc el l e ry i n t he

morni ng arrl make t he f ol l owi ng s t at ement s :

During the conference with the Fuehrer on 31 July (see 1 Au¢us 

_ 

t he Co   mander i n Chi ef of t he Navy suggest ed, as al r eady known ,   et t he
M N     N   M M   M     M  
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pr eparat   ons f or t he operat i on  tS ee l oewe    ( s ea li on ) be bas ed on a

pl an f or a c ras s i ng on t he sn al l s e ct or Os t end - Deal / Somme Es t uar y-

Eas t  4tu ne . The Commander i n Chi e f who al s o at t end ed t he conf e r enc e

di d not cont r ad i c t   t hi s s ugt;es t i on arbd t he Fuehr er not ed i t wi t hou

any comrr:ent . Fr om t hi s , t he Coc,r..an
d er i n Chi ef of t he Nav y g ot t he

i aspr es s i on t hat t he Fuehr er an d t he CoQimander i
.n

Chi ef of t he Arlqy

concurred in his opinion an d the Naval Operations Staff continued its

•
work on the basis of this ascumption.

The f act was , howev er , t hdt t he Co  ander i n Chi e f of t he
- - - - .  ______________._

Arm.y v oi c ed , af t er t he Commander i n Cti e f o f t he Nav y had l ef t
, con-

siderable misgivings to the Fuehrer about the crossing on this small

bas i s upon whi c rl t he Fuehr e: o ? der ed t o c.  r r v on t hs preparat i ons

on t he basi s of a pl an f o r a c ro s s i ng   n t he br oad s ect or Ost end -

_ def i ni t e d ec i s i on whet her
  ar g at e / Cherbourg - Lyme Ba.y . The t he cr os s in g

was t o
operation   d be conducted on the small or the broad basis, however

 hould be reserved.

I n t he me  n t i me , t he Chi e f of t he Nav al S t af f dec l ar ed ag   '

i n l et t er s s ent t o t he Army Gen er al St a f f and t he Luf t waf f e Oper a t i ons

5taff that the tran sportation of the troops could be insured only in

  and on bot h s i d e s o f t he St r ai t of Dov er ti• hi c h was l i
.m

i t ed by t h e li -

nes Ostend - North Foreland an d Etaples - 3eachy Head ss long as ports

were n t yet available and the Channel was not yet cleared of the ane-

  y   r nav al f or ce.g by mea s ur e s t aken by t he Luf t waf f e an d Navy .
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In this narrow sector, the crossing will now - in contrast to the

crossing in several waves as hitherto planned - be possible in th®

f orm of a s t eady f l ow of t r an sp ort uni t s . Dur i ng t hi s opera t i on , t r,e

ports located on the eastern and western sides and the waterways alon

the continental coast which are covered by coast artillery rrill also

be us ed . I n addi t i on , a mor e ef f ec t i ve pr ot ec t i on of t he f l an ks of

this narrow crossing sector b3*mines and other naval action (employ-
•

n .nt of submarines, motor torpedo boats, artillery cover) seemed to

possible.

To reconcile the controversial views on the expansion of the

l andi ng s e ct or whi ch ar e s hovm agai n i n t hi s l et t e r , a c onf er ence

wi l l be hel d t hi s morni ng be t ween t he Conmiande r s i n Chi ef of t he Am y

andk iavy . He , t he Chi e f o  t he    ehrmacht Oper at i ons Of f i c e , has not.

y et be en i nf ormed on t he r e s ul t of t l: i s conf er e nc e .

A t el ephone i nqui ry of t h e Chi e f of t h e  Vehrma.cht Hi gh Counm
- - - - --- - - - - - - - - -  

vtii t h t he Com nan der i n Chi ef of t he ldavy r eveal ed t hat t he Ia t t er rea-

ched an agr e emer. t vri t h t he Commander i n   hi e f of   e Army t o t he ef f e

v i t Y-  s t af f of f i c ers
t h a t s t i l l t od ay t he Chi ef of t he Nava l St af f   c}a  .  s peci a -

li zed i n t he f i e l ds conc er ned s houl d s ent t o t he Y eadquar t er s of t r e

ArbZ  Hi gh Co  nand i n Font ai nebl eau t o v ork out a se l ut i on of t he con-

t r Qver s i 3l pr ot l en  . At t h e s ame t i me , t he Comr.:an der i n Chi e f of t he

t3avy a s s ur e s t he Chi e f o f t he :',ehr mac ht Hi gh Comr.an d t hat t he pr epa-

rations for a crossing on trie broad  asis are continued for the time

being.
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  s a r e  -ul t of t rii s i nf or   :a t i on ; t i-+_e
Cr i ef of t h e y ;e 'rs mach t Ql,e r a -

t i on s Of f i c e i s s u e s , t o s u,  p l er:.ent t h e Di r ec t i ve i io . 17 , s o  e ot c:er

t o b e  ;r•ov_d ed 'ay t tie t' r ir.y an d Lut'   v af f e f or
or de r s i or $ze s uppor t n  4' t he i

.  l.i n ent 1,a r Ue - s c a :i e co mii t men t of t i: e

Luf't tiva f f e a €a i n s t   ,n   l and .

The Ar r.-.y
i s t o cor  :i t r.:achi r :e -   un b z t t a li on s dn d an t i dl r -

c r a f t r _ac : i r.e -   ;uri uni t s t o p r evi de wd d'
_ t i or:a l r ro t ec t i on f or t he

fpr ound i r   t ^l l at i on    of t l-ie Luf t  . :f f e i n t he er.dan Ee r ed dr ea s . '1'r:e

^ u i t ab l e
• '  avy i s t c er. pl oy  1 1  'nav al c r af t t o r e: n f o r ce t he s ea r e s cu e s e r vi

t : e i n
c e i n   Li

.r _
i t     ut   ;os t a r e a ad  t h e Cha.nne l d ur i n g t h e l ar   ,e - s ca.l e

op er a t i on t o a.n e  ct en t po.  s i bl e i n vi ev  oi t he p r e ; ar a t i on s f or t ne

is
l an di n  . Ar o t he r mi s -i on of t h e Ivavy   t o r r ovi d e f or t he r os s i bi

l i t y t lic~t t rie enem;  r e co   ni ze s t he eo  ,.   i t r  en t mf t h e Luf t  n'a f f e a s a

  r e pdr a t i or. f or 2 l an di no arid , con s eq uent l  l , eu p l o Ts s t r or. ;er na va l

•

-.f or czs i n t he   hdnn e l a r   a , by c or. .:
i t t i n   s ub    ar i mes an d b y ot her

• Gi e ; e
con b a t a c t i on t o an ext en t per mi t t ed b  t h e '      of 'ringl a nd

  r i ch i s t o be mai n t a i n e l a l s o :3ur i n  t n i s Fer i od af t i me .

Tl:e Chi e f of t he Gr ouh I (
.̂-.rmy } of t he Ra t i ona l   ef e n s e

Fr an c h cu    eGt s t t    t us e     b e u.ad e of t he l a._r   e - Gc a l e cornm.i t -

  _  t o f t he Luf t   ,af   'e f o r t n e ad
 
i us t r .ent f i r e of t r e bat t e r i es ( K 5

and K ] 
,
l    h i c l

. ar e l oca t ed at t rie Crian ne l coa s t an d have a r an   e

r ea c rLi n g uI: t a   n   l a nd . Ho   ever , a li :::i t ad  u;.ount of au:;:.un.i.t
i on on l y

i s t o be f i r   i i n vi e    of t :_e s uppor t t o b e ,  r ovi ded f or a l a t e r

l an d i n   ope r a t i on . 'I rle Chi ef of t   e '••e ru•r :a c l t Guer a t i on s   f 7i ce   .p-

;: r o ve   t r.i s .°     e s t i on .
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A cor r e s   ondi ng di r ec t i ve   i l l be i   s ued on t he s ame day t o t he hi gh

comr ands of t he br anc hes of t he Wehrmacht ( '. ehr rnacht } ii gh Co   and/

    ehrma cht Oper at i ons Of f i ce / Nat i onal Def ens e Br anch 33199/ 1F0 Res t ri c -

t ed Z'op Se cr et of 5 Augus t )
.

(...............
)

6 Augus t 191 o i' ar Di ary od t he Wehra acht Fii gh

- - - - - - - - - -- _  .      r __ ______ 

Co  uar d/    ehr rmacht Operat i ons St af f

•
l atiohal Defense Dranch

 

- --- ---------

  5 Au  ,us t 19 1 D  
(
...............

) ------ ----

The Chi ef of t he   'iehrma ci t Operat i ons   f f i ce f orwar ds a l et t e r of

t he Army Hi gh Cca  nand ( Cona ander i n Ci a e f of t he Ar rqy - Army Geaeral

St af f - Chi ef of Suppl y an d Ad
.m

i ni s t rat i on 0 183/ 40 Re s t r i c t ed Top

  S ecr et of 30 J ul y) whi c h Y as r e c ei ved by t he Chi e f of t he  'ti ehrma cht

High Co   and on 1  August. This letter contains a request for appro -

val of t he i nt ent i on of t he Arn:y Hi gh Camr  and t o have t he ad mi rLi s t r a

tion of the British territory to be occupied conducted  qc,
in gener

by mi l i t ar y aut h ori t i e s avai l a bl e ( s uch as t he Conln  nder of t he Rear

Army Area, the regional or garrison administration headquarters 

f or t he pur pos e of t he f u l l ex pl oi t a t i on of t he au o.
li ar y r es our c es

of t he count r y $  a t o c over t  i e needs of t he t roops   and t o del egat e

t rie exe cu't  v e power t o t he he adquar t er s of t he f i e l +d armi es whi c h

pursue a   i.f orm poli cy l ai d down by t he Army Hi gh Co  nand
are t o       a   Ar my Gener al St af f / Chi ef of Suppl y and Ad.m

i -

nistration).
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The Chi e f of t he 'J ehr ,T  cYa 'r'_
i gh Co  ::and or der ed t rlat a br i e f

a         directive be issued on this
que4tion.

 

7 Auoust 1 40

The Chi e f of t h e h a t i
.or:al Def er:s e Br ancr d i r ect s t l,e Chi ef of t Yie Cr oup

Col on cl
I H,

Li eut en ant  ̀ von Los s b er   , i n vi e  r, of t h e s ugae s t i on   u b   i t t ed b y t he

Coar  and er i .n Crii e f of t h e   r my a t t he oc c as i on of hi s v er b al r epc r t t o

t he Fu ehr e r on   1 J uh * t h " t t r   p ]  ,n r,ed I   Gl i an of : er.s
i ve aga i n s t E  YUt

•

b e s upp or t ed U    a Ger   ;an e :: , ed i t i or:a r y c or p s , a nd i r. cons enuer  ce of t he

s ug  es t i or r :ad e by t he i a t i ona l Def ens e E r   .n cY: i n i t s '   ;va l ua t i on of

t l-ie ov er a l l g i t ua t i on " o f  sC  J ul
.y

t o t lie e f f ec t t ha t   an ar r or ed cor p

s h oul d ol aced a t t he d i sP os a l of t h e I t ; l i an s f or t t i s of f en5i ve , t o

p r ep ar e a br i e f   t ud    on t h e s ea s ona l cond i t i on s f or su ch ac t i or. , t he

_ f o  ce   r ec_ui r ed  
-

_ , Gr d t h e cond i t i ons r e  ;a r d i n g t r a r.sp or t a t i on . T'r:i s s t   q

i s t o b e s ubc,i t t ed t o t he Fuer r er t o ; Et r:er - tii t r  t Y.e ot he r s u  ;  e s t i ons

ha  to be
f or   e      ur es t o be t a  .en i n ca s e t h e o . e r   .

t i on f5 ee l oe r e "   ca   l ed of

(
.........

)

The C'r .
i e f of t l:e Gr oup I ( Luf t vraf f e ) of t h e I ,a t i on a l Def ens e Er ar:ch r e -

p or t s on t h e i n t en s i f i ca t i on of t h e a i r via r aga i n st En gl and . I t i s i n -

t end ed t o c r u cY . t h e Er i t i   r: a i r f or c e by r.Gvi r.g t r e Second arid Thi r d

Ai
.r

Fl ee t s com.u  .t s t r on g f i   t er f o r c es i n i n t r udi n   op er a t i on s an d

comtr  .t bomb er f or ee s i n a s t r eng t h v tr y i n g dcc or d i n g t o t h e d ev e l opr  ent

of t   e s i t ua t i on . 2'he dt t a ck s s houl d b e d    e ct ed ab ai ns t t Y s ar ea of

I
,ond on  :i t hout lii t t i n   Lond on i t s e l f . 
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,
Ly t ries e o >er at i on s , t he er     y s l-,oul d be f orc ed t o empl oy Qt rong

  'li
f i ght e r f a rc es . An exz ct pl s.n has bee n pr epdr ed f or t )̂. e f i r s t 3 ay of

s ubs e c uer_tt h i
.s ai r act i on , t he  ̀ 8per at i ons Ghoul d be conduc t ed ac cord

.
i r  t o t he

situation . The exact date for the be inning of the attacks nas not yet

been es t ab l i s hed . The dec i s i ve f a ct or f or t hi s da t e i s t r:e wea t her s i -

t uat i on wY i ch i s s t i l l un f av or abl e at t r,e   -lo  ent .

The pro pects for success cai  be conGidered as absolutely favorable

The on l
,y

d
.
i f f i cul t y  tihi cl: r..:  be expe ct ed con 

.s t s i n t he pos s i bi li t y
•

t hat t h e Corr,mand er i n Crs ef of t he Lu '    ti .a f f e rr:i g t
_
t de ea! i t nece s 5ar y t o

f r i erld l y
di s cont i nue t he of f ens i ve act i on pr er ,a

t ur e l y i f t hevl o s s es dur i ng t he

f i r s t da ys shmi;l .d be consi der abl e , as m.ay be e: F:ect ed , an d , on t he ot her

hand , onl y i r adec  ua t e i nf o    a t i on i s obt ai n ed on t he s ucces s e s of t he

at t ac}. G and t he cn emy l os s es .

 
• The Chi e f of t he Group h ( Ar li y ) of t r e   :at i onal Def ens e Br anch r e-

t o t he Chi ef of t he Nat i ona i Def ens e Eranc : 
port s lon t he re s ul t of t he co nf e renc e of i  r Capt ai n Fet t -r ho had r et ur -

ned f ro  Font ai nebl eau on 6 Augu s t  ri t h t h e Or er at i ons Of f i c er of t he

Operat i ons Eranch of t he ArAiy Gene r al St af f , Col onel Heus.i ng er , on 3

  t.t , *ust .

The conf er ence i s s ai d t o have been a r er e exchang e of vi e: .s

CalOnel
bet we en hi

.r 
( Li eut enant "v on Los   be r g ) and Col on e l fi eus i nger   on t he

co nt rover s i al opi ni ons of t he Caa uaan de r s i n Chi ef of t he Arb y and t avy

. r egard i ng t he conduct of t he oper at i on   5 ee l oewe  i ti  hi c h had bec o   e

evi dent dur i ng t he conf er en ce  .i t h t he Fuehr er on 31
.

Jul
.y .
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At first, Captain Fett informed Colonel Heusinger on the Directive

No. 17 issued on 2 August and the directive simultaneously issued by tY a I

    Chi ef of t he V' ehrmacht Ai gh Comnand whi ch st i pul at ed t hat t he s t rat egi c

.preparatioqs far the operation   3eeloewe  should be continued on the broad

bas i s hi t her t o pl an ned . Col onel I eus :i.nger had al r eady r ecei ved t he l et t er

dat ed 2 August and di rect ed by t he Naval Oper at i ons St af f t o t he Arm,q
Ge -

neral St af f and t he Luf t waf f e Operat i ons St af f . I n t hi.s l et t er i t was

• made cl e ar t hat t he t ransport at i on of t he f or ces cou  d be i nsured on],y

wi t hi n t he s ect or i .n t nd on bot h s i des of t he St rai t   f Dover .

8egarding the date of the landing,Colonel Heusinger said that accor-
.

of  
di ng t o r eport s   c t he Navy t he weat her c ondi t i ons a n t he f i r s t hi i f of  I

 ere  
 
i

Oct ober   mo at l y g ood i n t he Channe l . As r e aards   t he t i
.
me r e qui red f or  

t he 1 !  day s
t he ecconpl i shment of t he c r•oss i ng ,   s l ong peri od of  dmttt cal cul at ed•

by the Navv as necessary for the crossing operation
r

  of
    3 infantry,

6 armored, and 3 motori-

and
  ed di vi s i oas  whi ch coul d be del ayed f or several days owi ng t o enen y act i

and bad weat he r , was 4harpl  r r e  ect ed by t he Anr v whi ch argued t hat i n s uc

cese the overall operation would be uafeasible.

ThA vi ews of t he Army an d t he Luf t waf f e on t he conmi t a ent of para-

chut e and ai r l andi ng f or ces wer e cont rversi al . The Luft waf f e pl apned t o

comai t t heae f orces as l at e as af t er t he est abli shcneut of a bri dgehead as

mobile reserves. According to the statement of Colonel Fieusinger, the Arm r

re  ect ed t hi s i dea and cal l ed f or t he part i ci pat i on of t hes e f or ces i n t he 
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ef f or t s t o es t a bl i s h t Y:e b r i dg el  ad . I f t l-,e Luf t wa f f e had not a t

a n umb er of p ar a c 'r;ut e
i t s d i s p os a l   s uf f i c i ent t  pe r s on n el , t he rlr my woul d be

qq  l i f i ed
r ead y a t an y t i me t o t r an s f er      en t o t he Luf t waf f e f or p ar a -

chti   e t r a i
.n

in g . The i d eal ca s e woul d be t he ava i l   .bi l i t y of a t l ea s t

7000 paratroopers. Th® enployr ent of air landing forces in the estab-

lisr:r ent of the bridgehead should not be taken into consideration be-

cau s e of t he con s i d e r abl e pr epar  (ed n es s of t he B 
.
t i e h f or d e f en s i v e

ac t i on . Ut mos t i mp or t an c e v  a s a t t ach ed by t r:e Axu y Fii gh Commar d t o t he
•

conr;ideration of its desire that the command authority re ;arding the

rc.e a s ur es t o b e t ak en i n t h   ea s n ea r t h e coa s t be r es e r ved t o t he

. f i el d c omnand er s . The t i m e   s s c hed ul e o  t he Army Hi   Coumand

pr ov i d ed onl y f or t he c on c en t r a t i on oi t h e f i r d t ecJ  e l on of t rie f i r s t

wav e dur i ng t h e p er i od up t o 3 Au  us t . A war ni ng o r d er a bout 12 day s

•
prior to the lar,ding w+ould be needed for the conduct of the concentra-

t i on of t he s ec ond ech eh of t r:e f i r   t wave and of t he ent i r e s ec ond

wa ve . The or d er f o r t he emb ar k at i on of t he e c:ui men t s houl d be i   s ued

2 days prior to the take-off and the e barkation

of t h e t r oop s   ors   s dx sh oul d be car r i ed out a d ay bef or e .

A t i &ht c or t r ol s h ou ] d be exer c i s ed by t he titi'ehr n a cht hi   h Cr  mand

  over the measures to be ta en for deception purposes.

Fi n al l y , t h e d a t a on En  l
.an  l Gua i t t ed by b:a i   r von Ner k er and t he

i n st r u c t i on f i l .    on t he c on t o ur s of t h e Br i t i s h aou t h er n coas t wer e

han ded over t o Col   n e l  ieu si ng er .

(
.................

)
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+.The Chi e f of t he V. e,h.rmacht Opera   i ons Of f i ce dec l ar e s t hat he

  oc  c
wi l l con t ac t t he Chi e f of t he Luf t waf f e Gener a l St af f d i r e ct l y on t hi s

queQtion.

Accordi ng t o t he d ir ect i ve b,  t he Chi ef of the y'  ehr  iacht Hi gn

Command , t he Chi ef of t l:e Nat i onal Def ense branch suian:i t s t o t Y.e Chi ef
  - -   - - - - - - .     - - - -   - - - - - - - - - w -

of t he  '  ehrma cht Operat i ons   f f i ce a l e t t er di r ec t ed t o t he Ara  fi i g 

Command ( Chi ef of .̂; uppl y and kdnLi ni s t rat i on ) (  , ehr macl-. t 'rii gh Coma  d -

Y ehra ac !-.t Operat i ons Of f i c e - rTat i onal Def e ns e bran ch I V 33 200  1 0 
-

Restricted Top Secret, dated 7 August). By this letter it is coIIm:unica-

t ed t o t r e Army Hi   Command th at t he f orm of adc i ni s t r at i on pl aru  ed by

t he Army  :i gh Comr̂.,and f o r t hos e ar eas of Er.gl and t o be o ccupi ed conf or

t o t he d 
_r e c t ..w e QYp ect ed t o be i s s ued by t he Fuehrer af t er t he d ec i s i o

on t he c onduct of t he oper at i on "S e e l oewe " and t hat , t her ef or e , t he

• pr epar at ory
ne ce s s ar y   '" ' mea s ure s   a,y

be t aken by t he Anuy   :i gh Comc and

on this basis.

Subs e quent l y , t he Chi e f o  t he Gr oup I Luf t waf f e of t he hat i onal

Def ens e bran ch r eport s ver bal l y t o t he Chi ef of t he ' :ehr   a ch t 0per at i o

Of f  ce on t he p]a cZned conduct of t he i nt ens i f i ed ai r war ag ai nst '  a  -

land and on the prospects for success of these operations.
(See mnder

7 Auguct).

(
...........

)

The Chi ef of t he Nat i onal . Def ens e Br anc h asks t he Chi ef of t he
------------------- ----------- - ---------

For ei gn Group/ Count er I nt el li g ence f or i mf orA:at i on on t he pr e s era Rus s i
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,
war pot ent i al and f or an e ;au i nat i on t o es t abl i sh µhi ch   s

spots of the British Empire except Gibraltar and Egypt can be attack

rvi t h a good pr osp ect f or s ucceas i n cas e t he op era t i on "S e e l oewe ' 

s houl d
be postponed until next sprin  .

 
..................

}

  At t he pr e4ent t i me , t he f ol l owi r  nun:ber s of ai rc raf t ar e avai l a bl e t

t he German Luf t waf f e :

• 9k 9 bomber ai r craf t i n operat i onal c ondi t i on ,

336 di ve - bc mber ai r cr af't i n operat i onal condi t i on ,

869 fi hter-aircraft in operational condition, and

26S t  ni n- en   .
' ne f i   ht er ai rc raf t i n oper at i onal c ondi t i on .

add up
Z'he s e f i   ,ur e s   t o a t ot al nunaber of

2422 aircraft .

•
2he    ehrma cht U erat i ons Of f i ce i s r enamed G ers m.acht 0 er at i ons St af fP p

as of this date.

y August 191 0

The Ch.i e f of t he i  aval St a f f , Adrr,i r al Sc'r ni
.ewi nd , r e t urn

from Fontainebleau on 8 xu ust v ithout ha d.ng reached an agreement w-it

t he C  i e f of t he Army Gene r al S t a f f dur i nd t he conf er en    e i n t he eve-
.

ning of 7 Au ust on the crossir  sector to be selected for t :e opera-

t i on f S ee l oewe ".

hs i s r e ve al ed by t he not e s of t he C'r,i e f o f t he OFerat i ons

Eran ch of t he PJav al St af f , Ada i r a l rr i cke , v,ho at t endes t he c onf e r enc e ,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

 
- -/ 26  

  h e Chi ef of t he Ar my Gener a l St a f f r ad dec l a r ed t h at he cou3
,
d

  b y n o mean s acc ep t t h e i d ea of con cer.t r at i n g t h e l an di ng wi t Yli n t h e

area Folkestone - Eeachy Head , since this zaa area would be too small

and the terrain too.unsu
itable f r the enployment of   wedge tactica"

to break through the considerably superior enemy defenses. ! n additio-

f act or t o be con si der ed
nal is, according to the opinion of the  aval Staff

t hat owi ng t o t he c e cul i ar ch ar a ct e r of t he t r an s p or t a t i on of t he l an-

cli ng forces an y tactical surprise of the ene y cannot be expected.•

On t h e ot her han d , t h e Chi e f of t he i  ava l 5 t af f mad e i t c l e ar

agai n t h at a l andi ng ' on a br oad f r on t tivou l d r,ot be

p o^s i bl e f or t ech.ni ca l a .  v e l l a s mi l i t a r y r e as on s .
The san e Y oul d b e

t r ue o f a s i n:ul t an eou s l an di ng at Dea l .

I n a conf e r en ce v i t h t h e gr oup chi e f s of Gr oup I t h e Chi e f of t h

•
Ivat i ©na1   ef en s e Er an cY   p oi n t s out t ti at i n vi ew of t he s e con t r over ci a l

vi dws of t he Aiuiy an d t r e Navy i t   :u s t b e t h e mi s s i on of t h e V eh r macht

Hi gh Cac  u ar 3 t o pr epar e a d eci s i on t o be mad e by t h e Fueh r e r . For t hi s

pur pos e h e di r ect s t ha t a me  or and wn b e pr epar ed i n rr hi ch t rie r ea s ons

f or t he cont r over s i a l vi   ns of bht h hi gh c onr,marx;l s b e, p r e s en t ed i n out -

l in e s . Dat a of t he r a v y a r e a l r ead y on hand f or t rii s memor a nd um whi l e

t he opi ni on of t he Ar n  y can n ot be cl a r i f i ed unt i l t he Col on el von

j uitzleben ha    d drrived from Fontainebleau. On the basis of the

s e d at a a s ug get i on f o r t he dec i s i on of t he Fuehr er s  d  t i s t o be

p r epar ed   h i ch dhoul d be l a.r g e l y i
.n conf or   .an ce wi t h wha t t h e Fuehr er

Coa,n- and e r s
hacl or der ed  a a r e s ul t of t h e ver b ul r ep or t s of t he (     

-a
C 
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of the Navy and Arm,y on 31 July. The then order of the Fuehrer

p r o vi d ed f or t he cont i nua t i on of t he p r ep 3r at i on s f o r t h e l aunch i ng

, an d t he d i s err ba r k at i on o  t h e f i r s t ech el on of t h e f i r st wdv e on t he

b r oad ba s i s hi t h er t o p l an n ed . .  n y r ed u ct i on of t h e e  en s i on of t hi s

ba s i s whi ch nv
.ght b e come n e ce s s a r y   s hou l ti not be ef f e ct ed uat i l l at er

Th e r e s ul t s of t h e con   i der at i on of t h e s ugoes t i on of t h e Ar n y

1-li    Comman d t hat t rie pl anr.e
d Zt al i an mov e   ga i nst Egypt be suppo r t ed

not ed down f or
by Ger man ar  nor ed f or ces ar e s   i     t  e Cr.i ef af t he   ehr ma cht

_
  :i gh Comman d an d t h e Chi e f of t h e : enr r: a cht Qp er a t i on s St a f f . I n  

t h i s
  not e t h e s ugg es t i on gubn i t t ed bS  t he P a t i on a l   Def en s e F  r an ch i n

t he nEval u•s t i on of t h e ov er a i l Si t u at i on '  , d a t ed 30 J uhy , t hat a r u o-

r ed f or ces cr:o ul d be o f f e r ed t o t h e I t a l i an s f or t 'riei r   of f en -

si ve a c t i on a ga i n s t t h e S ue z- Can a l i n id  ca s e t Y:e oper dt i on  5 ee l oew

•
Y.oul d be cal l ed of f i s r en eri ed and r ea s on s f or i t ar e gi v en .

l  he r e a

4on ;  ven i s t n e f a ct t Y:a t ar mor ed f or c es hi l l be di s p en s abl e up t o

t h e Gp r i ng of 1  1i1 and t h e d e t dc hrr ent of an ar mor ed cor ps wi l l be

s or t r  • yhi l e p ar t i cul a r l y i f a t t h e s ame t i me an oF er a t i oa a ga i n s t

Gi br al t a r i s pr ep ar e3 . I n s u ch ca s e t her e  noul d be a g ood  :r osp e ct

f or cr us hi r  t h e Br i t i s ri p os i t i on i n t   .e   ed i t er r an e an i n t he n i n t er

r-:onths,
(
.............

}
.
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  o _ o r . Gn d  . r   :n s c o r t   . -

  ,1   ri O 
.̀-:t i1   .11 f ^ _. U..Y'l r :z;

1.
: _@ G%E;I ":: t

.:.   r 1 1}$ c i;1 CHS  E   
. i c.S

t 1 Cl:  .'  .r    i ,t Ct"   1 0 I1

ti :̀      
.c  ro•t c ; t .o t  :e c;tit ° t i ur: t41_ :Li   i• _:   }:,ec i  a _ or     ni   ra i cr:  ,ot 7  i- w e

t c Y  a e r t  :  l i  - ' .e•: i 'or   1-:i s_ - ur•    s e .

l̀ i :G f    1 1 o ti •=
  r:   ,   } 7•  e c u = u t i or -= -. _•c t  ..

T  e t: i : :t      ^ '   C: I' 3 t 1 CrCUYl . 1 ,

- 1 1   ..,   ..:.
T' : C. 'Q   _   - -

  : c
.      -

i   ' 1 U i   a i ; t I '   . _1 
-

:: r
_ , . _ .

G i i 0 '    t I ' : c   1:   
-

; .
Ll   :   '   1 I

•
l

.  - .
J :.

., i ,• -c t ec i:;• a cer.t r al .. e}-s r « .-•ia 1 ;- ,    •t     ^ -.,   r  :n  ,- c ut i vr r:r,d .,u     l ;; :; : ;:l.or _-

t ;,• e   t  ..
i
_
i ; c}_e_i es i    , i

-  
l _ ' l c„ t : i c , t:r ; G ._   1  . . -c, c . 1 'c  ^ 4u  }

.   r i t    ..i l

_ec_d e cr. t r:e u • -Pr   :  i t i
.e v:_r i

-,  u     •u  _
i :i   - =, _ ur_d. on t }

.,, ;,r ;}er c 

=u c ce c   i on of t i.e    : , : l      Lr . r . ;  _ur t  - U;       . r:ri: i cz  hi r .
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2 .
) t  r,F r,r ov'   i on an d t r an s _ or t a t i on ef t h e s u; Fli es f or t,   e i ndi vi d ua l

L-r arlc r.e s .,o
f t l:e i'.e r:r  :.a c,l-  t Y+i l l b e t r:e r es  :.on s i Li Li t y of t h e i nd i vi -

du a l br  u-:c1 ;e G of t h e .•e Yu   ,wcx.t . I n t r:i s ca s e , t r e r e c,ui r ed A_ean s of

t r an s p or t a t i on • .oul d h av e t o b e n  d e av a i l  :b l e t o ea ch br an ch of

t 'r;e ": ar:r r..a cl-a ar.d     p eci a l   or t s y:o a d Y Gve t o b e as s i gn ed t o ea ch

br   - c h.

ti;i l l
3 ,

) TY,e b r   n ch es of t h e  ',ehr   a ch t   r ep or t t h e n e c es s a r y s ea t r an s p or t s

_ t o t h e ivavj  and t h e r e c,ui r ed ai r t r an s p cr t s t o t h e Luf t •rra f f e . Trie

T:av .y and t he I uf t ti;a f f e v i l l t h en d e ci de on t h e or d er of s u c ces s i on

of t h e t r an s por t at i on .

Z'he Ci .i e f of t h e i  a t i on • :1   ef en s e Er Gn ch d e ci d es t ha t r o new or ba

ni zat i on sh oul d be e s t at li s hed t  ut t c at t l- e t r -  .r: ch es of t 'rie ',,eh r c  a crit

•
a r e t o r e   ul a t e t h ei r 4up pl y uc t i vi t i es i n d e1,end en t l y a c cor   i n• :,

t o t h e

: :r i n ci r l e of   d e c en t r  . l i za t i on . Tr.e uni .f or n  cont r ol of t he t r an s p or t

oY:er a t i or s , however , sYioul d   e , a° f a r Gs ne ces s a r y , t e exer ci s ed by t Yie

Cr.i ef of   r: eh r ma ch t Tr an s NOr t a t i on .

Dur i n F,
hi s ver bal r ep ar t i n t ii e Gf t e r noon , t h e Ch  ef of t h e :  a t i o-

- -     _  _______

ne.l Def en s e L r a n c ri ni  .de  i cor r e s;: on di n  s ug   ;e s t i on t o t h e Ch i Pf o f t   ;a

4 ieh r ma    -a    per a t i on G =̀t af f .
Tr;e Ci,i ef of t he V' etir n a cr t  ?p e ra t i on s St a f f

ap t :r o ve s t h e t  r i n ci p l e of d ec er. t r al i za t i on .
  lov ev er ,   h e t Yii nk s i t

,.
n e ce s s a r y t Y;at t h e  :r   .i e s t o b e co r ::i t.ed i n t h e l an cii n   op er a t i on  ( b e

assigned the mission of independently    c   a a providin  and trannspor

t i ng t h e sup pl i e s f or t he3 r own f or ce s as wel l as f or t he Luf t waf f e e l e -

men t s a ng l oyed i
_n

t h e i r s e c t or   .
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. For this purpose, the aea transport authorities of the 19av  sh

.
be cl os el y oonnect ed wi t h t he r espe ct i ve armi es snd l i ai san oYfi csrs

  of t he Army and Luf t waf fe shoul d be det ai l ed t o t heae t ransport aut ha-

ri t i ea.

an t he basi   of t hes® di r ect i ves , t he Chi ef og Gr oup i ,
S  of t  e  

I

National Defense Lranch contacts the havy on 1.2 A gust and prspares a

aorresponding order. ,
.  

  (
...............

)

12 Augu  t 19/ 0   ar Di ary of t he    ̀ahrma,c
  t H3,gh ,

_  .  ____ ..____  __   
.

Ca  mand/    e,hrmacht Operat i ons St
I

________.._..______ 

  'at i onal Def ense Branch, 10 Av,g
_  ____   - --

191 0
 

       

-

\
.   . .       ,

  .   . .   • • •

,

I n t he af t ernoo  , t he l i ai s on of f i cer of t he Arm,y
Iii gh Cc wm  d

____.._   ._._  _  _._.  .., r._______ _._...,

wi t h t he l aval Operat i ons 3t af f , Col onel von Wi t zl sb  n, cal l s on   h®
--------- ------------

Chi ef of t he Nat i ona  . Def ense Branch i n t he t rai.n -MAt l as  
.aad hands o

          ____.._M._

t o hi m a l et t e r di re ct ed by t t e Commander i n Gh3.ef of t he Arnqr t a t he

C +i ef o  ' t he Rehrmacbt H3.  h Cc mmand. I n t hi s l et t eo  , t he cont roversi al

v.i.ews of t h® Army and   avy Hi p,h Co  aands on t he cond  ct of t he opera -

.
n5e el .oewe n ar e agai a s et f or t h i n det ai l ard i t i s r eq aeat ed t hat t he

  .
definite decision o  the Wehrmacht Hiah G  d be taken soou.

  e Arn ,q Hi Rh Command r ej ect a i n t hi s l et t er t he vi e w t ak  by

__...  .._ ...  __,___
th. Nav9 Higb Commtand that a lan o erati  - .., ..__  ..      

  6 P v  cou  d be Go ad- 
t ed
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onl y  v i t Yli n t r.e ar ea l i n.
i t ed by t h e li nes Dunki r k - Folk e s t one

and F
_oul ogne - F.ea chy Eiead . The f o l ]

.oti i r_g r ea s ons ar e gi v en f or t 'c:i s

re j e ct i on : i he l e.n
ded t ro ops    o ul d encc unt e r consi d er abl y s upe r i or

f or c es . 1'hP ma r chy t err ai n of t r e c oas t al ar ea  rhi cY. i s i nt er Gp er s ed

wi t h i nnumer abl e s t raems i s ext r emel y unf aver ab l e f or t he empl oyrr.ent

t hi G appl i es
of t he arman en t of t h e f r i endl J f or ces ,

v es pe ci al l y t o t he mobi l e f or

ce s .
For   c.ne ay def er.s i ve act i on , hov e ver , t hi s t ype o f t e rrai n i

a semi-cir-
  ideal. The hills surrounding the antire landing front in

cul ar f orm provi de f av cr ati i e pos i t i ans f or t he eneuiy , t he l ong t i me

re qui r ed f o r t he cr o   s i ng opera t i on - b days f or t he o l an di ng di -

visions of the first wave including certain GH '-troops,
further 7

day s f or f urt r er 6 di vi s i ons  .i t h GH:;- t ro ops an d arlt i ai r cr a  b̀ ar t i l -

l ery uni t s - of f er s t o t hc  en e  y t he po Gs i bi l i t y o f es t abl i s hi ng

, t he
s uch a st rong de f ens e f ront t hc;t am  c j:r os pe ct f or an  br eakt hr ougY

woul d no l ong er e}Z St ,  :hi ch    oul d me an t Y at an i   Fort an t f dct or f or

a qui cl: s ucces s i n Engl and v,oul d be el i r,.
d
.na t ed .

Ther ef or e , t r e Army Y:i   h Uommand d err,ands t hat si n:ul t an eausl y an

ot har l andi ng be cax r i ed out at and tive st of fi , .i gh t on  r her e t rle t er -

r ai n i s e sPe ci al l y f av or abl e f or t he en pl o yn,ent of mobi l e ur.i t s .

Fti r t her   :or e , t he Krmy war,t s t hat i or ces be l anded at Dea  very

occupation
ea r l y , whi ch i s nec e^s ar y f or t he  capi d   of t he hi l l s nort h

o f Dov er an d t hat wi t hi n 1  day s t he f i r s t yaav es of a t o t a l s t r enbt h

of 10 di vi si ons u i t h t he corra Gpondi ng e c ui pn.en t be l anded on t he
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_

coaRt of England between Ramsg te and west of Brighton.

A pr os p ec t f or r e a chi ng t h e f i r s t obj e ct i v e of

t h e op er a t i on s (Thaales Es t ua r y - Sout h ampt on ) in d ue t i me . v oul d

exist o ily if forces of adequate strength and provided with a rapid

f l ow of s uppl i s s woul d b e e np l oyed s i r.:u
l t an eou sl y on t h i s br oa d

front.

Dur i n g t h e en s ui n g d i s cu s si on Cohon e l von Y :i t zl eb en p oi n t s

 
at

.out t h at   [ t h e conf e r en ce of t h e Chi e f of t he Az  cy Gen er al St a f f

  wi t h t he Chi ef of t he Naval St a,f f i n Font ai nebl eau an 7 Auga  t

(See under 9 August ) no pos si bi l i t y pr es ent ed i t s el f f or a r e conci

l i at i on of t he conf l i ct i ng vi ews . Bot h hi gh commands now consi der

a de ci si on of t he Fuehr er as n ecess ar y , No mor e t i me shoul d be was

---------- -------------- ----

- ted.  '
The f ur t her exa min at i on of t hi s

pr obl em condu ct ed by t he Chi ef
_____

of t he h at i onal Def ens e Br an ch t oget her wi t h t he Chi efs of Gr oup, 

I ar y and I Navy in the presence of Colonel von Vtiitzleben seems

t o of f er a pos s i bi l i t y of a p ar t i al f ul f i l men t of t h e d emand s r ai -

sed b tY e . It should be estab]ished whether the landing ofY   'mY

a combot t e am of ad eq ua t e s t r en gt h an d con s i s t i ng of var i ou s t ypes

of a r ms woul d b e f ea s i bl e i n t h e Bay of Br i ght on by u si n g on l y

smal l mot or boat s or ai r t r an sp or t at i on . Col onel von Ytii t  J.eben

Hol d s t hat t hes e f or ces shoul d cont ai n at l eas t !  r ei nf or ced r egi.-

men t al comb at gr oup s . For t h i s p ur po s e , ab ou t 500 mot or b oat s wi t h
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a ca} a ci t y of 6 t o 20 men a   a wi t h l i grit in f ant r y armaalent ea ch

a
ar e avai ]a bl e .

At 16 : 00 hour s , t h e Chi ef of t he n at i ona l Def en s e l  r an ch

  _..__- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -      

communicates this suggestion by telephone to the Chief of the

'  ehrBiacht Operations Staff and says thUt corresponding data in

writing  nill be submitted. He points out in particular that a ver-

ba l r ep or t of t h e Com  - and Cr i n Chi e f of t he Nav y t o t he Fu ehr er

•
on t h e a t t i t ud e t a cen b y t h e Nava l Cper a t i ons 3 t a f f on t hi s s u  ;e s

t i on  nou>d h a v e no pro s Ne ct f or su cc es s unt i l t he s e dat a ha v e o een

sub  i t t ed .

k c,eu:or a,ndum pr ep ar ed by t h e I3at i ona l Def en s e   r an c  } +nr.i ch

pr ovi d e s a p r e s en t at i on o f t h e con f li ct i n g vi er  s of t,Y i e Ar m,y and

h a vy Hi g,h Comrr an d s on t h e q  tte s t i on of t he l a t e r  :.
l ex t ens i on of t he

'

' ar e a i n whi cr. t h e l andi n g op er a t i an i s t o t ak e p l a ce i s s ubmi t t ed

t o t h e Chi e f of t he   , ehr ma cht Op er a t i on s St a f f i n t h e s ar  e e ven i
.ng

for use as a basis for the decision of the Fuehrer (See 13 August}

As r eg a r d s t h e pr obl em of t he s uppor t of t h e war f a r e ag ai n s t

  l a rzl t o b e pr ovi ded by I t a i i an n dv a l a  ai r f or ces (Se a ver -

t ;a l r epor t o f t lle Cou  ,and er i n Chi ef of t he Navy t o t h e Fuehr e r on

2 5 J ul y )
, t h e Fueh r e r ap pr o ved t h e i d e a of h a vin g I t a l i .e n s ubma r i -

n es par t i c i p a t e i
.n

t h e Ger r. an n a v al wa r f a r e i n t h e At l ant i c a rxi of

ha vi ng
  l t a li an ai r f or ces par t i c i p a t e i n t h e a i r war a ga i ns t t h e Br i t i s h

horrce l and .
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'_ .'a r  :ov e7- ,    l: e Fuer r er r.a s . c r eed t o t h e f ol l ov,i n   i : t en t i on s of

t 'r:e   orn,_:an   e r ^ i n   hi ef of t h a jla v;  and Luf t y' df f e r e     r di ng t h i s  ;ues

tion:

7'r:e t:r i f o rm   1?riill n  ; Lor a co  bi h ed s u 't-1:.  r i n -c a .r.e r _a i on s i r! t r.e

   t l a r.
t i c ;   t c 'ce i n   ur e:z   J a ' . e r ii:un l i ai cor, st  ::f f u e t  :i l ed   o t r.e

CC 1. 1:.
c.r t  8 r o : u f  c

L t a l l a n   U Li. .,
T 1 I7G   C  r C   S , z   %OY' t 4 t t l . C- :  T

L a i : t 1 C :    -.

e f' =' out l l " r  :r.ce ti:Y:i cl. i   .   a i t  ,a'r  l e f nr u` e as a ni :va l t;a s c u,i l l ue Nl
.a

•
ce  a t ; e di   . os     ̀ of t i-.e

1 t a l 1:.T':s . . r ov '  a ,  .r t °u_ ::li e   i o r t h i s r,a s e

  : d  ' or t 'r:e I t   :l.
i ar.   ut L.a r i n es  ;,i l l k. :. t 'r:e r e     on   i c i l i t y a f t r:e l t a-

li  .n s , wl:i l  : t Y.c ,Nr o t e ct i on t o t e
.

r ovi d ed 'cj- Gn t i   i r c r   .:' t i:.r t -_L Er : 

;.i 11 Le t Y_e r c   c-on r i ;, i l i t ;   01 z  . :e  :; c rur:unde r i r:    tii e f oi t ,  e Luf t  ti ::f   e .

"_'Y:e I t  .
l i   n uni t 4 t a l:_r   _ r : r i. i ,i t Y e a i r oFe   • :  i cn   eo :  i n s t t he

  r i L    h i .or :::l   r:d v i l l b e or    si i •  ed i n u c: i vi ci on   : : 'i c r_ r r.oui     e   s
•

in l e  -;er,  i er.t   r   o     i Y. l e   l r :  i r r e  - .  :c t t c i t     ,  o t  o r   :: n i z  :ci cr: .

Clu 4f uf t r.e

-- c o i •z' E `' : Ci r l: : 1 T1̀ •' : r e c t i ve a i   iieY ii e 'r,_ _. .   t-:t :
_
i   r.   or. r ,an d  ,i 11 c e

i     u ed t o t tie co  ilc,ar .
a e r s   , cr,i :;f oi   .t:e : i   : :c'r:e   o`' t t .e

V  e i.r !_.a c :a

0 11 .a. : .
 
:L  ;

;1^ t
•

T  oJi.'  . r .  nd dl ve - c:or ib e i• W:i t s of t i. e  i ': :i   r d an3   e c  on 1 : i r : 1° et .

pr ot a:c t  .•d i: -  c t , ur. _
t v.i n -  :r   i r.e   n :    i r: _l e - e :i  .r:e t '_   i: t e r f o r ce s , a t -

t a cl  ed t i :e h :r l;c r i n ct al l a t i on s :, i %or t i a r_c   r  d .•eyr  o ut r  a   °,.c: l l :i:

  eve r ul convo    - of f t i_e cca   t c f   out i:  .1: '.
   :ct   r.  l cr.u on 1i :ti ,..  ,us t .

   u 7•:;_n   t i :e   a o Y  e r _   i ar. .  , : i r c c :_:  u t . _ t t-. erie r:,j   f i   l  t e r ;: i r c r i f t

_a ev    l ot e     t   =. v e r a l o c c;  .   i o:     i n y_Y:e  u f t e r Ii OCTi G  ,r i n   •;.t , i c t : t Y:e e n e c:.

 ' u i i CY' f' C  t '   : G,: 
  u ° "  =° •
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Among ot her t arget s , t he  ierbor i ns t al l at i ons of   ri s t ol , Cardi f

arid Mi ddl esbr ough v er e at t acked i n t he ai ght of 11 t o 12 August . A t o

t al f orce of 230 bomber and 620 t wi neengi ne and s i ngl e- engin e f i ght e c
 

ai r craf t was comr3 t t ed .
2 he en emy l os se s a  ount ed t o q 0 s i r cr af t and

g bar r ag e ba]1
.oo  e Khi l e t he l os s es of t he f r i endl

,y
f or c es amount ed

t o 2$ s i rc ra f t .

T  rards 17 :00 hour s , t he Luf t   iaf f e Operat i on$ St af f serves not i c

• t hat t he Co  nan der i n Chi ef of t he Luf t waf f e has deci .d
ed t o l aunch

____      _  __  ...__

t he i n t en s i f i ed ai r wax  agai ns t Fngl an d on 1 3 August , s i nce t h® pr os -

. pe ct s f or f av or abl e we at her c ondi t i on s -d vr i n g t he next day s ar e g ood .

( Tr.e Com  :ande r i n Chi ef of t he Luf t waf f e repor t ed t o t he Ftia,e
hr e r

on 11 August t hat i t was r,i s i rlt en t i on t o l aunch the in t ens i f i ed ai r

vrar agai ns t Tngl an d as soon as t here wou  d b e a proR  ect f or goad

! . .weather lasting three days. The  uehrer agreed to this intention.
)

{
...............

)

13 August 1q ,0   ar Di ary of t he h ehrmacht
__  _   ____________

H    h Cor.  n,and  iTehrmacht Opera-

t i ons St af f/ Nat i onal Def ense
- - - - -- - -     _ 

Bran ch , ].  Au,gust 191  0
  . r - - w w w r . N   - -

and duri ng t he ni ght of 1.2 t o 13  
On 12 Augus ' August, bomber

uni t s of t he Luf twaf f e su ccessf ull y r ai ded t he har bor i nst al l at i o ns

of Por t smout h, Rams gat e , k i ddl esbrough , Nevrcast l e , an d Shi el ds ; mor e-

over, theg attacked industrial installations, radio stations, airfiel
 

a r d n at er b orne t arget s .,t
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J

A t ot a l
. i or ce of j OG b om:  e r a nd 11 00 t   .i n- er €i n e ar.d °i n  l e - en -

gi n e f i  ; ht e r ai r c r a f t v,us coLli_i t t e d . Tl-:e en e  y l os s e s a   oun t ed t o 86
,

t h e f r i endl     l o   s e s t o 2 5  :i r c r a  't .

h c cor l i ri  t o a r eY;or t of t Yie Luf t v.uf f e ut er  a i on s ° t,a f f t he TY.i r

Ai r F1e et c a r rd
.ed out an at t a ck   ga i ra t t rse a re a n or t t: of Por t s   -lout r.

at G7   C G i.our s i           l   zJ• 2'l:e :  t t a ck cf' t r:e Se c ond ai r Fl
.e et   ;l an

ned t o b e ca r r i ed out s i r  ul t ariec u s l 4 hud t e be br oken of f owi n  t o

  vreat her c on d,
i.

t i on s . T'r.e I e i cl: sn.a r s cha l l r es er ved t o hi rr.s e l f t h e r i   nt

t o d e ci de on f ur t h er a t t a ck s t o ti e cor  u c t ed b  f b ot r. t r.e s e a i r f l ee t s

unt ; l 1 ' '  'r ! hour   .

nt ab out r:o on t i   e t h e Fuehr•er r
 

r n s f r orr. t i .e Ber gY of t o Eer l i n .

At 17 :     t;our s , h e r e cei v eG t h e Co  ur  r_der in Cr,i .e
f af t E e r av   t o   ;e -

t r:er   ri t h t r.e C1:i e f of t Y:e r   va l
.

Cm er a t i   ,n s St a f f f o r v :r b  a r eNo r t

•

   .n d con ° ul t  a i on . 7.'Yu c c on f er en ce i s «l s o ut t end ed b y  t h e CY .i ef of t h e

1̀.el:r macht I-:i   r. Cor.u rand , t h e Cl.i e f o f t he   •eY r   :a ch t OFer a t i on s   t a f i ,
----- ----------------

an d Con;    n   e r von Fut t kurr.er .

Dw  i r Q t hi s con f er en ce , t rie Co  a:anrl ,  r i r. Cni e f of t h e 1'  avV r e -

que st s an ea r l y d e ci si on wh et h er t he oper at i on ' S e el oer,e " i s t o b e

ear r i ed out on t r:e cr oad or t 'r:e sii,:  l l ba s i s s i r.ce ot }i er rri s e t h e pr e -

 
par at i on s woul d Gu f f er d e l ay s . Ue comn- en t s on tk,e n,emor andus of t Y:e

Co rman der i r. Chi Pf of t Y:e ds ru,y . d a t ed 10 Augus t an d s u brr.
i t t ed t y Co-

l cn e l v on : :i t   .l eb en ( Se   ur d e r 12 Au  :  :=t )
, a s f o? l ov s :

7̀ r e i  a val
.

Opei •a t i un s   t a f f r eco   i
.ze s t Y e n e ces s i t y of t h e d e -

r:.ar_ds r ai Ged b r t he  lrmv F:i     Coms:and but dc es not s ee an y  possi bi li t
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_

t o n<eet t hen: or.  t he p: r t of t l:e l  a v: . A   i :̂ :ul t  :r,ec us l ar:di ng

i n t i :e Bu;;  o f i r i  ,
h t or  and a t   e Gl  r+oul d b e ur:f e a s i b l e .

The r r o s   e ct s

l or s uc c e s s i r: r e s r e c t t o t Y
.e

i ni t i  :1 l   .n
d i ii  ; a nd

,
i n par t i c ul a r , t o

t Y,e n:o v i r  , up of r e i r_f o r c er._en t s ar e ^o   l i   'r  t t h  a t  :: e c or d u c t o f

û cl   op e arat i o i?s r  ou l d t e i r r e c ,r,on   i t l a . Fts   i l:e r r ,e   r. G of t r   n s   c r t a -

i-

,

_   , r    cn i r.  el.c e s s c f t he f i  ;ur e ^   uLc- i t  :e 1 on 2 : ukv st c an ne i t her be

r:a   c,   v   .
i l l   .  e rlor be   c con  d ;a ed i n t he 1; u.ncYi ng ba s e s . C® s ec_uer.t -

- l y , t i:e der. ana r  :i   ed o  ' t l _e ::rr,ti ' f-:i GY: Cc t.  xid t 'r_at a t ot al f or ce of

1   di v_   i ons   .i t h t he ccr r es pondi ri  e :u i pr:er t   e i
.anded on t he cous t

bet we en R .r     ;  .t e and ne  t o f Er i z r t ore  ,ou::  t;e unf e as i t l e . n r aqi d

t aan    ;or t at i on of r ei nf or cen:ent s and s u    J.i.
i
.e s wo  . l d t e i i .po   î t l e on

t r,e s dn:e   r ounds .  lhe s e der._ands of  .he Armv r a ;e i t aven n or e di f f i -

cu l t t o .Take  ,vai l   .bl e dd,i i t i on ;l s t i  , . 
i n      ,ace f or d l   .ndi n ; i n t h.e

•

Ea;  of L   nie .

To s unr:ar i ze , i t c an be s ai d t t at , i r  vi ew o f t r e l i r. 
i t ed na -

v  ..
l c oul at a nd t r en s   ;o rt f ur ce s , t 'rie corul uct of t i e oFer at i on "Se el oe -

r er ea t edl y
we t'     u1d be onl y t he +'ul t i m  rat i o " as Y,as been poi nt ed out

_

by t he t  w ar I-ii  T:  Corr  and .  '>>ch an oper a t i on s Y cu l d be conduct ed on  ;,-

i f al l t he ot Y, er e f f or t s t o m  e En  l     1d r ead  ! f or peace s houl d f ai -.  .

The   ,iehs er f ul
.
l y s har es t   .i s opi ni on . A f ai l ur e of t he l ancli ng

opera t i on   +oul d cons i der abl y i ncr ea s e Eri t i s h    r e st i g e . 7̀he ef f e ct s of

t he i n t en4i f i ed d.
i r v ar s t oul d be vrai t ed f or ,

ile ( t he r uerir er ) v,i 11

ria ke t he d ec i s i on an 14 AuFus t af t er cons ul t at i on wi t r. t Y e Con,u ande r

i n   h
,
i ,e f of t he Army .
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The Fuehrer than broache  the question of the growing tensions

be t ne en Fi nl and and t he 5 ovi et Uni on . I n vi ew of t r:ese t ea s i ans , he want a

a s t r onger f or t i f i cat i on of t rie ar ea of Nor t h Nor way , es pe c i al l y of t he

f j ords l o cat ed i r. t hat ar ea . ° a i nl y t he r oad cro s si ng poi nt s s houl d 'oe

f or t i f i ed s o t hat Rus s i  ,nn at t a ck s i n t hat ar e a wou] d have no pro spe ct

f o r s uc ce s s and a ba si s f or t t-:e o ccupat i on of Pet aamo woul d be es t abLi -

sh ed. I n t hi s conne ct i on , t he app oi nt ment of a Navy Coa r ander i n t hi s

• ar ea s houl d b e t aken i nt o cons i der at i on .

/ .......... /

In the evening, the National Defense Bran ch submits its sugges-
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

t i on on a l an d
.
i ng at Br i ght on t o t he Chi e f of t he ti' ehr macht Opera t i ona

r   __    _______  ___ 
be en by t e l ephone

  t af f .
Z'he l at t er had kr  i nf ormed '̀ on 12 Augus t at 1 6 :00 hour s t hat

Quch a suggestion would be submitted.
•

'  .hi l e t he vi ew t aken by t rie Navy t hat t r.e wi de Cha :  e l s e ct or

at Brighton cannot be defended against the British   avy an d that the

aurf of t he At l ant i c woul d f rus t r at e t he appr oa ch of l oaded bar gea ,

i s re c ogni zed , i t i a s ugg es t ed t hat t wo r egi ment al combat groups ea eh

wi t h a s t r engt h of 2100 tnen ( 3 bat t a l i ons , one hal f of

an i nf an t r y gun co r  an y and one hal f of an an t i t ank company , an d 1 s i g-

nal,
1 en  .neer ,

1 bicycle platoon each) be shipped to the Bay of Brig

ton in 500 motor boats with a capacity of 10 men w th equipment each.

At the same tiae,
two regi.men

tal combat groups(with a total strength of

about 500 0 men  of t he 7t h Ai r Di vi
.s

i on s houl d be dr opped wi t h pas a chu-

tes over the sout; ern    owns. The latter should be assigned the
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missiot :of covering the their northern steep slopes against Brit3a

from the shore
reserves and of supportingYthe landing of the motor boata. Artillery,

further reinforcemsnts, and suppli es would hav® to be moved in by air

l ar ge e noug 
as aoon a,a a   ic beachhead wouhd have bean est abl i.ahed.

I t woul d be t he mi ss i on of t he Luf t waf f e duri r g t he i ni t i al phase

a®rve aa
to artillery and to destroy forcea approaching across the

.
l i ne Sout hampt on- London. In t hi s conne ct i on, a re ckl e s s ai r at t ack on

  Lo ndon i f possi bl e on t he day pre cedi ng l andi .ng may be especi al l y ef -

fective, since such an attack would certainly cause innw t rable inhabi-

in
t ant s     t o l s ave t he ci t y   a11 di rect i ons  rhi ch woul d re-

moreover,
aul t i n t he bl ocki ng of t he roads and ;in a demoral i zat i on of t he popu -

lation.

(
...............

)

•

14 August 191 0 War Di ary of t he Wehrmacht Hi gh
____, .  ___.__ ____..__..__.    ..  ____.___________.r._

f Command/   ehrciacht Operati ous St af f f
  ____-    _  ______ 

Nat i onal Def ense Branch/
, ],$ August

1940

The large-scale attack of the     3econd and Third Air Flee

s chedut ed t o st ar t on 13 August began ac cozdi ng t o pl$ n. The Thi rd Ai r

conduct ed i t s operat i ona succes af ul l y over t he ar ea nort h of Por t amout h

vahi l e the Second Ai r Fl eet had t o break of f t hei r op®rati ona i m®edi at e-

],p af t er t ake- of f awi ng t o bad weat her . Onl
.y one bomber  ni ng of t he Se -

cond Air Fleet which was no more reached by the order for breaking off
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t he op er at i ons at t ack ed t he eh  gr ound or gani zat i on at Eas t -

, chur ch eas t of Landon .

At 11 :00 hour s , t he Rei chs ma r s cha l l or rler ed ag ai n bot h s i r
__    __  __  . 

f l ee t s t o at t ack t h   ar ea s out h - ea s t of Lar.d on and t h e ar e a of Bour -

n emou t h i n t h e cou r s e of t h e a f t er n oon . Howe ver , he r eGer ved t o hi m-

gel f t l-. e r i ght t o   eci d e on t h e def i n i t e cond uct of t he at t a ck s un -

t i l 1.1  : 00 h our s b e c au s e of t he we 3t her s i t ua t i on .
T'he a t t a ck ri h i ch

• wa s l a un ch ed a t 17 :00 hour s h ad t o b e br ok en of f pr emat ur el y b y t he

Second ,  .
i r Fl e e t otiyi n g t o un f av or    b l e we a t he r condi t i on s .

At 1  : 12 ho ur s , t h e f ol l owi n g war ni ng or der of t h e '

R ei chs r a r s cha l l f or txie ]1.,. Aug u st Ka s i s s ued :
    ____,

The p r i n ci pa l mi s qi on   a Yri l l be t he f ur t her d e s t r u c t i on of

the enemy fighter forces in the territory of South Fnglarri. For this•

pur p os e , t h e S ec ond an d Thi r d Ai r Fl ee t s s ho ul d r a i d , d ur i n g t hei r

f i r s t a t t a ck ,
Br i t i s h f i gh t e r uni t s i n t h e a i r as we11 a s t h e enen y

gxo und or gani za t i on ea s t an 
. s Qut h of I .ond on or i n t he a r s a a t and

east of  outhaa ton and   north-east of Plymouth . The atte pt

sh oul d Ue mad e t o c ar r y out t h e a t t a ck s ab s i mul t an eou s l y

f l yi n g a cr os s t r,e Br i t i s h c oas t a t O  : C)0 h our s . No a t t a ck s s h oul d b e

t h ei r
directed against naval ports and narships because of   great defen-

si v e polyer dur i ng t h e ap ar oa ch and r et ur n f l i ght . I f we at h er con di -

t i
.on s woul d n ot per rr i t f 1 S2 n g a cr os s t he co as t unt i l 10 :00 hour s ,

a new t i me s ched ul e f o r t h e a t t a ck s woul d b e e s t abl i sb ed by t h e Co a-

  and er i n Chi e f of t r.e Luf t waf f e
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pr ovi s i on of ext r eme l y Gt r ong f i   iLer c r ot ec t i on .
The Rei chsa a r s ch

ap pr oved t he r ec ue st of t he Thi r d Ai r Fl e et t o di r ec t i t s f i r s t a t ts

again  gainst the area north and north-west of Southampton.
Z̀hiS

a t t a ck i s s ch edu l ed t o be cond u ct ed on 11  Aug us t .

Tn P Chi s f of t he Ylehr ma r,h
t Oper a t i on s St a f f s end s t h e C  i ef

    _----- -------- --------- - ---  -

  of t he Nat i orl a l Def ens e Br an ch an ev a. l ua t i on of t he s i t u a t i on pr epar
_____- .  ..,_____-     - - - - -

by t he f orme   and b a s ed on t he vi ews of t r e Ar n y and Na vy  Fi . 
h Com-

!
'

mands on the feaRibility of a landin  in Fngland.

t
I n t hi s ev  ]

.ua t i on of t h e s i t ua t i on t he Chi ef of t he 'l  eh r u a c

Op er at i on s 9 t a f f  r,ak es t h e f ol l o ni nb s t at en,e nt s :
_  _      - _- - - 

The p l a nned l andi n  , op er a t i cn s houl d by no r  ean s f ai l , s i n ce

s u ch a f a i l ur e co u]rl ha ve p oli t i ca l cons ec;uen ces f a r exce ed i
.ng t h e

  r ,i ]
,
  t ar3  ones .

To t ak e a1.
1 rr e a s ur e s h ur,  : n l d> po s s i b l e t o p r even t a f a i l ur e ,

he , li ke t h e Ar II  y Hi gh Ca  ,mand ,   ia t hi nk G i t n ec es s a r y t o g ai n a

f oot i ng       :        p    ai   c on t he c oas t f r om Fol k es t on e t o Br i ght on s i mu.
l

t an eo usl y . I t woul d b e ne ce s   a r y t o l an d 10 di vi s i on s i n t h  s s ect or

wi t hi
.n 1  day s an d t a ha ve a t l ea s t 3 di vi si on s ri i t h f nl l, e cu i pment

f ol ]  orw up wi t Y:i n 1  n:or e d a ys t h r ou  h t h e St r a i t of Dover e v en i f t he

  ot i on of t he s ea woul d n ot per nii t t h e us e of ba r g es . The t r oops l an -

ded further to the West shoulri,
in such case, be reinforced by the ai

es p e ci a l l y   Por t s a:out h 
l a ndi n  f o r c es . Ft  t he r   or e , t h e coa st of Sout h I  gl andvs h o ul d be cl

r ed of a l l Br i t i s ' ' n a ya l cr a f t an d an y c ount e r a ct i  ,
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bS  t Y e Br i t i sh ai r f orces shoul a be  ,l n:ost neut ral i zed or i t s houl d

Gt least be possible to neutralize such counteractian.

f-ie t hi nk s i t poas i bl e f or t tie Luf t waf f e t o a cc ompl i s h

bot h l a t t er !r,i s s i ons . I f , ho  , eve r , t.he l  avy woul d no i, be abl e t o

mee t t he f i
.r s t t hr e e den:ands ,  tir:i ch    us t be cl ar i f i ed no  t, he woul d

co ns i d er t h e l an di ng a de s c er at e a ct v.hi ch rr u   t be dt t eAlr  t ed i n a

de cper at e s i t uat i on .  +t  >r A  ent , ho    ev er , t h.er e i s n o r ea s on f or

!   errrlan y t o cor:duct s u ch a i a n3i n   o ner a t i on nt a l l .

Ther e ar e ct i er way s t o f or ce En  ]
.arxi d   wn t o her kne es .

For s u  r  F ur   ;::s e , hov. ever , a c ooperat i on of t he A  .s - poj   er s cor  i de

r   .b 13  cl os e t han hi t h er t o y,oul d be r eaui r ed .
The obi e ct i v e coul d

be ac hi e ved by t he f o]l owi n   mea Gur s s :

l . ) The cont i nuat i on of t he a:i.r svar unt i l t he wz.r economy of Sout h
•

Eri  l and i s des t roy ed . For t hi s mi   s i on , al l I t a l i an ai r f orc es

not i n a ct i on a t t h e pr e  s ent t i a:e v:oul d al s o have t o co nxi t t ed .

2 .
) ThP i nt er.s

i f i cat i on of t he s uhdr.ar i ne rva rf are   rom t he F''r en ch

has e by er  pl oyi n  hal f of t }- e I t al i an s ubmari ne f or c e .

3.
) ThP capture of

Eavpt , i f ne ce s s ar aTv i t h Ge rman s uppo rt .

1  .
) The ca: t ure of Gi br al

.
t ar af t e r r.avi

.n  r e a ched an a  r e ement wi t h

I t al y an d Spai n .

  .
) The a voi dance of or:er at i ons not n eces s « ry f or   g ai ni ri, 

t he

vi ct or y over   l and b ut whi ch   mt onl y a  at obj e c -

t i ves wr.i ch are j ust des i rabl e and coul d be easi l y achi eved af t
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the victory over England (Yugoslavia).

but
The e.

 forts should not be made to echieve objectives to gain the

victory. England 's will to resist should be broken by next 8prinR.

Unless this could be achieved by a lnxiding, a11 otr.er means available

,

s houl d be em,p
l oyed . Dur i n c t he d e ci s i ve s t ag e of t h e tiuar f ar e a gai ns t

f or
En   l and jtihi ch i s   eg i r ni

.ng n ow a l l f or ce s s h oul d be con cent r at ed  

t h e d e c.
i si ve     ef f or t v hi ch i s t r e ai r an d s ubma r i ne w s aga i ns t

trie British homeland.
The Italian Q have shown a certain readiness to

_
r ea li aed t hat

coop er a t e i n t h es e e f f or t s s i n ce t h e3l had la   t r ey co ul d em-

pl oy on l y a p a r t of t hei r f o r ces i n t he i r o  n t t;ea t er of war .
Th  s

right concept shovld be energeticall,y put to prGctical use.
by discus

s i ng t hi s p r ob l em wi t h t h e Duce i t V i l l be i n s ur ed t h at i n t r.® f i n a l

st a g e t h e op er a t i on s  ri l l n ot b e condu ct ed s ep aha t el y b ut s i d e b y s i d

•
Dur i r  t h e ve r ba l r epo r t o f t hs Chi e f of t he Nat i onal Def en s e

-- ----------- - --- -
m  t i on s t ha t

Br an ch t h e Chi e f of t h e 4' eh r ma cht Gper a t i on s S t a f f  
  ____ -  _  ------------------------------

when
  in the morning the marshal batons were given to the

f i el d r ar shal s pr oma t ed t o t hat r ank on 19 J ul y t he Fuehr er br i ef l y

t al ked t o t r.e C  mmand er i n Chi ef of t he Ar my about t he pr e -par at i ons
- _____._    __  _____     

f o r t h e ap e r a t i on   Se el o ex e " and conf i r med a gai n t h at t he s e p r ep ar a -

t i on s s houl d b e c ont  i n ued and   d caa p l et ed by t he es t ab l i s h ed t ar ge t

date. The Fuehrer reserved to himself the rigr t to decide on the con-

du ct of t h e op er a t i on p end i ng t he f ur t h er cl a r i f i ca t i on ot t h e ove r al

situstion.
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i

  ior eover t r:e FueYrrer ordered t l:at t he preparat i ons f or a l andi  

i n t he Lyme fiay be di scont i nued on account of t he l ack of pos si bi l i t i e

  he pl ans v+ere
t o pr ovi d e ad ec,uat e co ver . Howev er , ' t o provi de f or a l a

r ea chi ng
chi ng of t he o_r. er ut i on f r om t r,e c oas t al Ge ct or"f r r m Os t end t o Le Hav-

r e t o av oi d an y conc ent r at i on of s hi ppi ng s pac e i n a f ew port s near

t t e enemy coas t an d t o conc eal t rre poi nt of mai n ef f or t of t he i andi ng

opera t i on .
I f a cr os Gi ng of t he Chan nel f r om t rii s coa s t 4 l s e ct or on

- t he f ul l s eal e can not be prot ec t ed by t he h avy i n t h e f orm hi t her t o
_

• planned,
the poGsibilities of a single crossing     of forces

of ad equet e s t r en gt h wi t hout heavy ecui pme nt car ri ed out by ut i l i z i ng

makes hi f t e c ui
.pmen t of t he havy s houl d be ex  ,i ned . I n s uch ca9 e , t he

Luf t waf f e c,i .gr,t be as s i gned t he ad3i t i on al rni s si on t o support t rie l an-

di
.ng b y par a c l-:ut e and ai r l andi ng t r oops     he mai n e f f or t of t he com-

•

rr;i t ment of t he l a t t er s h oul d be di r e c t ed t o t he we st ern s e ct or of t he

ar ea of at t a ck (   oc at and we st of   r i ; ht on)
.

Thes e di r e c t i ve s of t r e Fuehr er  i or e t o be   ent t o t he c ommander s

i n chi e f of t    e t hr ee branches of t he ';.ehrmac ht t o r ender a opi ni on .

Re gardi ng t he ques t i on of t he ca nbi ned CTe rman I t al i an s e a war f ar e

again s t F,r.gl an d t he Crii e f of t he Nat i onal De fens e Br anch r eport s t hat

t he I t al i an Ai r Force has pl anne -  t he coan;i t ment of t wo boinber and

t wo f i ght er v;i ng s Ki t h a t ot 3 1 s t r engt h of $0 ai r cr af t ag  i ns t t he

br i t i s r homel and . As regards t he combi ned s ea   .ar f ar e , t he I t a l i an

 
 avy 9elected 8on eaux as submarine base an d served notice that ini-

t i al l y 10 s ubmari ne s woul d be cotr rs t t e ,d i n about t wo we ek 

,
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The Chi ef of t he 'i.ehrmGcht Operat i ons St af f t hen ment i ons t hat
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

the Fuehrer declared himself in favor of the great solution (capture

of   i br al t ar   '
, s e e under 9 Au -us t ) as a r e  ul t of t he st udy on pos s i -

bilities for operations against Gibrdltar submitted to him by the lu 

t i onal De f ens e Br anch on 10 Au; u9t , T -je Fuer:re r rcade t hi s de c i s i on ,

s i nc e S  ai n coul  i b e i nt er es t ed on l y i n t hi s s o l ut i on . Ac cordi n.g
i y ,

t he Nat i onal Def ens e branch i s t o   ubrr,i t noiv a det ai l ed o; er at i   nal

. stu3y Yr̀hich, after being appraved  y the Fuehrer, should above all

meet wi t h t he appr ov al o f  *enera l Fran co .

The Chi ef of th e V1 ehrII:a cht   er 3t i ons St af f re l at e s f urt her t hat

t he Fuehr e r s umt;oned t he Con  r,ander i n CrLi ef of t he Gr oup XXI ,
General -

oberst von FGl :enhorst, for a cor,ference and discussed with hi© the

st r or  er pr ot e ct i on t o be pr ov i ded f or I ior t ri Norv ay ( s ee under 13 Au-
 

gus   )
. Du . 

i n   t hi s conf er ence , Gen er   l.o
ber st von Fal kenhor s t s u  e st ed

t o   x t i e  'ueYlr er t he t r an sf er of t he er t i r e maount ci r. co rps i nt o

t he ar e a Nar vi k - Ki s ken es . Thi S ^u  Ces t i on tiuas appro ved by t he Fue h-

rer . Tr:e T  a t i on al Def ens e   r s.n ch no    i s t o s ubmi t a cor re spond in g

= ur
d i r e c t i v e ,  ur _

i c h niu. 
t

.  .
  x   a  k e   .

11 a w :n c e   t he d e s i r e s o f t he

Fueh r e r v oi c e d t o t he Convr a r  e r i n    hi e f o f t    e i la v y
,o

n 1 3 Aut, us t
,

a nd a di r e cti i v e t o t r e Luf t waf f e f o r t h e pr e p a r a t i o r. a f a ba s e i n

v1h ' c h rla d
i  o   t h r:orway

 
t h e Fuer r er +  l r e  . ,zJ  di   cu::s ed v  i t h t tie Cou ; ande r i n

Chi e f of t he Luf t   +a f f e ,

 
...............

)
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15 August 1940 v ar Di ar y of t he i  ehr n  ctit

Hi   h Comraand/ ' ,ehr r  a cht OFer a-

t i on s St af f , f  at i onal Def ense

Lr anc'r  , 15 hu ;us t l q[ U
- -       - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

     i nL t o b ud r•e a t her t he Se cond an d Thi r d e  i r r, l e e t s d i d n ot

car r y out t r:ei r op er a t i on s s ch ed ul ed t o Ue car.uu ct a a i ri t r.e n or r i n   .

. Tr:e Re i ch Gry  2_s c i_:aL
. d e ci t: ed   t 1  :G _- :.o  .;r a t l  a t t l: e ai r f l ee t s r.e r e t o

c cr.  +:i t
,   c co r -ai a   t o    +e   t h e r corxi i t i oii s , t l:e i r urii t s i n a con c en t r a t ed

e f f  r t ; .r ot e ct ec b   s t r or.a f i   ht er f o r ces or i n r ,i s s i on s f l own b;  s i n -

gl e ai r c l •af t ,
rl h er ef or e , t Fe `'e con d Ai r Fl ee t cond uc t ed con cent r a t e3

about
a-'t t a c : s ca r  i .e

d out b ;  ur:i t s of     r o a,   t r en  t h a o ai ris t t h e a i r f' i e   ds

of Dover :xnd 1' ur:s t on i n   h e a f t e r n oon ,   +lii l e t h e T'rLi r 3  ',i r I 'l ee t   m©t
•

c o  rs t t e ,j c i n ` l e ui r cr a ° t t o at tz c   3i r i i e l ds , p o r t , i nd u st r i al , and

r ad i o t r ail s   ,:i t t i n a i n st a l l a t i on s a s we l l u s   a publ i c ut i l i t i e s

and carr:p s i n i t s a r e a of at t a ck . At 15 =G0 h  ur s , t he   omr::an d er i n Chi e

of t t:e Luf t tiva f f e i Gs u e3 u d i r ec t i ve t o t he e f f e ct t r:at on 1 5   ugu s t

a t t a cl: s s houl d b e ca r r i ed out Ly s i n  l e a i r c r a f t or b y ti }:.ol e ur.i t s

a c cor cii .n   t o    e Gt h er condi t i or. s . The at t a ck i n  uni t s s hou Ld be pr ot ec -

t ed t y s t r ong f i g ht er f o r ces . 1̂he Re.
i chsmar s cha.l l ti. i l l or d ar t k•.e s i mul -

t an eou s cor  ni t rren t of bot h a i r f l ee t s  ;r ovi ded t Y.e wea t .r er con;ii t i ons

I r.  t h e a f t e r noon of 1 5   u  -u   t ,
  :i 11 r e: r :i t Gu ci   11 ot:,er a t i on .

Y'  he Fi f t h Ai r Fl e e t rvas   i
.ven pe r mi s -

^i on t o co  _ ::i t i t ^ f or cec or  e r . .
t i on .:

l l y .     -
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 , t o t al f or ce of yl b omb er an3 39 8 s i n gl e an d t Vri n- en  
.ne f i g  -

t er ai r c r a f t wa s co   i t t ed on ]l   Augu s t an d d ur i ng t h e ni gh t of 11+%

1   Augu st . ' ' t- e en emy l os s e s amount ed t o l b  .i r c r a i t and i b dr r age

ba l l oon s , w'_ i l e t l: e f r i anal y f o r ces l o st l b a i r c r a f t .

i r  or n:at i on
Tne Ar   ;i s t i ce Coma  ai on s ubrr.i t s a cor  ni l a t i on of   aca  a

on t he a s pi r a t i an s of th e Fr en ch ŝene r al d e Gaul l e . The i nf or mat i on

p
.ve s t h e f o1l oY i n g pi ct ur e :

  Af t er c er t a i n i
.n

i t i al   u cces s r e ^ ul t i n g f r or  i nt er. s i ve b r i t i sh

p r op ag  ,r.d a t rle a ct i on of   a Gene r al d e C aul l e s eemed t o r ave l os t

a l ot of popul a r aF Fea l . Hi s i n f l uen ce i n t he Fr en ch col oni es i s n e -

gl i gi bl e at t h e pr e s en t t i me . P o p oli t i c i an s of hi gr. s t  .:,d i ng have

Fl a c ed t h ems e l ves at  ii s di sL os a l
  ' s o f a r . Ke ad  .i t t edl y ha s und er 1a  s comman d

we ak gr ound f or ce s ( ?_000 t o 3 0G  n en i n En    an d and sm;.
1

.1 f o r ce s
•

de fe ct aci f r om SyTi a t o Fal e st i ne accor di no t o a r epor t of t he Gar man

.
  nb as s y i n    iad r i d )

, a or e over } ea k na va l f o r ces ( con si s t i n g of t he ob s o

l et e b a t t l es Y i c s  1Par i s  t an d   Cour b et » aild s o1:. e mod er n li gh t   i t s t h

ex ac t n umb er of whi ch i s n ot e   ct l y kn o,wn ) and n eg l i oi
.Ll e a i r f or ces

( t r e n uw ber of a i r c r a f t an d pi l ot s i s n ot ltir.own )
, but t r,e s e f or ces

ar e t o o wea lc t o b e condi d er ed as a con s i d er ab l e r ei r.
f or ceme nt of t he

Er i t i   h war e f f or t .

The Ar n 
.s

t i ce Co  ,n:i   c i on gi ve s t ti    r Eac on s Yot t h a n e gl i gi b l e

su cc es s es a c hi e ved b y t he moverae nt of de Gaul l e :

On on e r:and t h e g r e at war f a t i  ; ue a nd t he l os Q of s el f - con f i d en
ce
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of t 'r:e Fr en ;.:   ar r::ed f e r c ec a l   o  Ju t Gi de t t e h or,.el a.  d , oIl t h e  ot her

'r,and t r e   r e   t i   e o f   h:ar s tial Pet a i n   Gen er al  r.ey gan d . I t

n oul d be nn    i   a e t r.a t d e Ga tl l e '     , s ,  o; ul a r i t y li,i   nt be

r i s a cF;i r a t i an s
  r e at er   ;i t h t he n a t i ona li s t Fr er:c r  ci r c i e s 'r:ad i   r ot b e er  i d en t i -

these French
f i ed a s t r e  :s on t owar d s  

.1  t tiuo "t:,i.
l i t a r `  l ea d er s v.h o Yre r e s o tri   h i r:

  u cl i c es t e ery:.

(
.................

)

• T}:e C'c i ef

-
of t he - '- eh r r:a cr.t Ct _,ar a t i on s S t af f c ar r;a ni ca t es t o

t .r:e Ch  ef of t. le P:at i or:a l J ef en s e Pr Gn ch t he f o l l o   i ng   e ci Gi on

t a'  en bd  t r.e Fue hr er t od 3y :

1.
) Z'he or d er s i s s u ed by t h e Fu Rhr e r ye ^t e r d ay i n r es l: ect t o o  e r d-

t i on "S e e l oev e  r   r   u l d be   ur ,r.:a r i   ed i n an out l i n e f o r a d :i r ec -

t i ve ( see 11   ,u  ta t )
.

 

2 .
)   .s r e   ; ,r

d s t r e I t al i a r:  ;i e s i r e s _n r e s z;e ct t o an at t a ck on Yu  osl

vi a ,
( s e e und er 11  Au  a s t l

, t,r.e r ue hr e r i s n ot i r.t er e s t ed i n

s u e h ar  o= er a t i c r. .   :e v:an t s c, s
i et n es s   t t r:e s out l.e r rl f r on t i er

of Ge r r   .ny an d Y+ s r s GGai
.r:s t   i    i r g t Y:e Br i t i s h an y opp or t uni t y

t o e s t ab 7i
.G

r  t h e    e l ves i n Yug cl  :vi a ti ly t h t r.e i r a.
i r f o r ces .

For t hi s r e a s on , Ge r man - I t «l i a r. Gen e r a l St af f cor f e r e r:ces wou  .d

 
be ^u   e r f l uc us .

'l h e d a t d an t l: e Yu ;o s   a vi ar_ f or t _f i ca t i on s a t t h

Ge r   :an f a ont i a r r  r.
i ch had b een s ubri,i t t ed b 3• t   .e hr u ; i   :i   n Com-

n and s r o,. l .d n ot Le 'r•_dn aed ov er t o t r e I t a l i an s .
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3 .
) Tl.e r,:i r vFaỲ ;    1

,r1  L Er, ;l .az d II  us t n ot be br o : en of f but s h oul d be

cont i n ue d ut i l i zin   v ea t l:er cor  ii t i on.5 .

 ..
; (.................

)

5.
) (

..................
)

Z he CY.
i ef of t he F or ei   n Gr olin/ Cou.-  t e r I r_

t e l l i   en ce i s i nf Gr r  d

o f t h e d ec i si on af t he Fuet:r e r r e::_a r di n g Yu go 5l a vi a ( . . . . . . . . . . .
}

,

The or der of t h e Fu erlr er f o r t h e con t i nua t i on of t h e ai r  r ar i s  

•
f or ti.ar d ed 'cy Gr oup I Luf t waf f e of t Y,e I:ut i on a]. Def en s e 3 r ar. ch t o

t he h   -"t vra f f e Q  :er a t i on s St a f f .

l rj Augu r t 1  1,  J t ,a r D  : r y oi t he     eY,r n  cht Eii   h

Cor   : +nd   ù̀  er:r ^ a ch t Oper at i on s   t a f

2+at i or.a
l
.

Def ens e Er an ch ,
17   u-

,
  ,-u s t l y LQ

  t OQ: OJ hour s , t he Chi e f of t he :.er r r, a cht H:i ¢t  Co.7ar:and h ol d s a conf e -

r en ce v:i t rl t h e Crii e f   f t he Econ oII S C an d :  r â    ent Of f i ce , t h e Chi e f of

Com  an der c f t h e
â af f of t t:e o  P e r,l a ceme nt l,r r  ,y , and t he Chi   f of Gr o up I  

of t h   ;a t i on a l Def en s e Er ar:ch , Li eut er.ant Coi or,e l b:uen ch , on t he ad-

up
j u Gt me nt oi t h e a r n:a.rnen t t o t he s t r er.o-t h of 18C d i vi s i ons   t o wrii ch t i e

war t i n.e a r   .;,,
i   t o be t r o s  h t . 7:'r,e r e   ul t s af t he con f e r er:ce ar e c on-

t ai n ed i
.n

t r:e n ot e s of t he Chi e f of Gr oup I I of t h e : :a t i on a l Def ens e

t  r an c h , d at ed 1 8 Augus t . 1"r e n os t i mpor t arit r e s u l t s a r e t ha t :

exl  enc:i t t;r e
1 .

) i n t he f i e l
_d of ar:n_uni t i on s p r od uct i on t he     a f amm uni

.-

tions
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d uri r.g t he ;:eri od f rom 10   .ay t o 20 J une pl us 10  ; er c ent of t ha

ar, ount t o cover Froduct i on s Lort cozr:i n o s t ha t rri   Y.t o ccur s houl d

b e e s t ab l i ^h ed as r.lon t  _
l y war t i r e caga c i t y and t hat zn amnunt o f

a
t v el ve t i mes t he expentii t ur e pl us s  

.
f i r s t i 4s ue sh oul d be

kep t as r es er ve s t ock ,

2 .
) t r e r roduct i on of an t i a i r cr a f t ann:uni t i on f or t he Luf t waf f e i s

shel l s
t o be i n cr e Gs sd f r on  1  00 000 t o 1 0 00 000   per ©ont h ,

scheduled to tern;inate on 31 D cGmber 1y40
• 3 .

) t h e s ubmar i n e  . r ograa  ' - ' 1 t_ f   - __ i s t o be cont i nued v,i t Y,out

 ,n y l i ni t a t i on by a t ar   e t dat e , '

a
!  .

) t op pri or i t y i n t he ov er dl
.l pr o  r ar  s houl d be   i ven t o 'wer y

t r e m,ost i   or t an t br zn cheg
smal l gr oup o f     da8 product i on   'zi   a ' s uch as s ubma -

the canctructien of
ri ne cons truct i on,   t ore edo t ubes , t t .e const ruct i on of t Y.os e ai r-

cr af t t ypeq  rr: i ch suf f er ed mos t l os s es , and t he const r uct i on of
 

  :a r k I I I an d   :ar l  I V t anks i ncl udi n   guns .

The Chi e f of t he .':et rn z cht Eii   k, Couutlan d approv ed t he pr oduct i on

of ar ms an d ni Li t a ry e cita.pment , e s pe ci al l y t ankG - not i .h cl udi ng

anurnani t i on , hov ev er , - i n Hol l and , Bel   i um, and i n t he o c cupi ed

t e r ri t or y of France , fi owever , t he pr oduc t i on s houl d be 1i r. i t ed t o

t he man uf a ct ur e of i ndi vi dual part s a s f ar as pos si bl e .

Ac cor di ng t o a di r ec t i ve of t he 4  ehr ..   cht Ni   Co  :and/ Gener al

Arm,y
Of f i ce ( 27 b3/ 40g ) of 17 Auc?us f  t he f ol l oti d ng cl as s es of

f r om 1 Oct ober 191+0 on ,
personnel will be called up;for active duty

  f or a t erm of t wo y ear s :
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1 .
) The r epl a cement r es er ve a of Cl as s I of t he ag e cl a s s e s 19 19

( l a s t t hi r d ) and 1920 ( ab   ut 90 00o pl us l .
1? 000 men}

.

2 .
} The r epl acement reserve' of Cl as s I of t he aga cl as se a 1911}

to 1919 (first and second thirds) available on 1 October.

3 .
)   Par t i r e vol unt e er s and hong- t erm s ol d i er s who had v ol unt ee r ed f o

service of the age classes mentioned first an d of younger age

classes.

•

20 Augus t 191 0
  ar Di ar y of t he Y  ehrmacht  -:i gh

Command/  P ehr a,a cht Oper at i ons
- - - -   _ ..._  ___.__  .      _

  St af f / Nat i onal Def ense Bran ch,
- . . .     w r - - - - - - - - -   . - w - -

20 August 1940

The Chi e f of t he h at i ona l Def era e Eran ch s ubmi t s t o t he Chi

•
o f t he  '+ehrma cht Opera t i ons   t af f t he oper at i onal pl an dr a rn up by

t he Nat i onal Def ens e hr an ch f or t he at t a ck on Gi br al t ar .   h i s p l an

bas i c mat e r i al
i s t o be us ed as   c  c  e f or

1 . ) k i l i t ary agreement s wi t h Spai n , an d f or

2 .
) us e by t he German commander who i s t o command t he Gi br al t ar f or

ces and is to be committed after a clear basis for action has

an
been established by    o  a agreemant with Spain.

Ac co rdi ng t o t he at t a ched not e r r epar ed f or t he ve rbal r eport

t he Chi e f of t he Nat i - na1 Def ens e bran ch pl a c es par t i cul ar empha-

si s on t he f o l l owi ng f act s ; Duri
.ng t he German   pani s h conf er e nc es
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- conduct ed sof ar t he Spaai sh appear ed t o   d  a  t f avor t he

i d®a of bei ng guehed i nto t he war by Germsuy. The SpaQi sh i nt   rd. cl

t o r eact on a   rman ai r at t ack aga  iat Gi bral t ar i ni t i al l ,y wi t h
.

  the
a f

.orma
l protest  rhich, however, was to be followed by a combined

of f ens i ve act i an .
, . .

Such a sol ut i on woul d not c orr espaad t o t he German i .nt er -

est s . Germa
  toul d t hus del i ver cheap pr opagaada mat ea  i a.1. t o her

.  enemiea
  inclndin,g the Onited  tatea and appear in the rols o  a

peace breaker even in the eyea of wide circles of the Spat iah

people. On this ground, it should be demandad 'that Spain wou7.d

overtly side with Germany from the very outset of the operation.

ldore over , t he at t empt shoul d be made t o hav e Spai a  

deepe n its relations with portugal to such an extent that the
•

British would not obtain any naval base in that country after

the loss of Gibraltar and that Portugal would, if necessary call

f or Spa ni s h hel p.

  at er i al f rom capt ured l  e  ch sc ui pment coul d be of f er ed

to the Spanish as an immediate German compeneation.
  `

Italy whose participation in tbe acti.on cannot be avai -

  ded because of her i mport ant posi t i on i n th e Yedi t e r ranean must

already  
be i nvi t ed t o t ake par t '  i n t he prel i mi nar y poli t i cal t al ks .   'bi

.

i s e spe ci aLl y s o whenever t he 9pani sh war obj ect i ves i n Nort h

s ho ba `
Africa

 
discuaaed.
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_

( . .................. )
  e f ens e

P  or e ov er , t h e Chi ef of t he r3at i onal   Br an ch sttbn;i t s t o
--------------.---------------------

t he Chi e f of ' t he y'uehr ma ch t Operat i ons St af f a map shor i ng t he a n 

l ocat i on of t he coas t al bat t e ry pos i t i on at t he CY an ne l coas t .
He

sugges t s t he par t i ci pat i on of t r e s e bat t e r i e s i n t he ac t i on agai ns t

En ;l and r• henev er t h e ai r oper at i on5 aga.
i ns t   no1 Gn  have r e ached a

at home and ab oad ,
cl i n ax and t he pf ogan di st i c exp l oi t ,:.:t

i on; of  ,i- e  , s y chc l ogi
.cal e f f e ct

_ wl- i ch can be ex   e ct ed of such, par t i ci oat i on . 'i h̀e Chi e f o f t he Ylehr _
-

n a cht Oper at i ons St af f agr e es t o t l:i s s u  ,ge st i on .

i n t r:i s conne ct i ar , t t-ie C}u e f of t he Alut i onal J ef ens e   r anch
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   ______.r _  .._.__

poi r.t s out t ha t t h e   er. oz ant i L r i t i s h    r opaganda s t i l l rai s es ex c es -

si v e hope i n publ i c by   r.:ent i on i n d a r e t al i at ory bat t l e over

an d over agai n . I ns t ead , t h e ai r ope ra t i ons conduct ed at t he pr e s ent
•

t i n,e s h o al d be i dent i f i ed ac t; .i s r e t al i at ory act i on . by t  ce propagan dE

As re gard   t hi s que Gt i on , t he Cni e f of th e Aat i ondl Def ens e Br an ch

dec l ar e s t ha t he wi l l su bir i t a  nr i t t en   r eport cont ai ru rig ,

i n addi t i or. , f ur t her   ugge s t i ons i r, t he f i e l d of pr opag anda .

,
21 Augus t 191,0 lYar Di ar  r of t ha j':e hr r,;a cht fii g 'r. Comnar 

V'le  rlra,cht Op er a t i ors St af f / Iuat i onal De-
- - - - - - - - - --  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

f ens e Branch , ?1 Aug us t 191 0
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   _  . 

2'he Chi ef of t he     ehrmacht Or_>era t i ons St af f cor.  u ni ca t e s t o

t h e Chi e f of t he i 'at i onal Def e ns e Eran ch   i de as expr e s s ed by  t r:e
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  .
) F or Y>ol i t i ca l r e a s on s t h e Fuehr e : i s i n f av or of t he t r an s f e r of

an ar .or ed uni t t o E s9t P r us s i a a l r eady a t t h e p r e s eia t i me .

Tne Chi e f of t he 'hehr rr a cht Oper at i on s   t a f f p oi nt s out t r e n e ces s i t y

t o li f t t h e l i mi t a t i on s 'r:i t he r t o i mp os ed on t h e a i r and nava l op er a t i o

  ga i nt t EnFl ar d a f t e r t Y .e t ot al bl o ck ara e of t he   r i t i sh I s l e s wa s anno

o r d er s
ced on 17 Au  us t . He   s t hat a cor r espondi nU di r ect i ve be subio i.t

t

(
.................

)

• Ac^ordin  to
  a r ep o  t̂ of t he   'i L

.
t a r ,y

At t a ctie i n Rom d a t ed 1 6 Au  us t

(No. 1   6/ J  0 Top   "i l iat a.r y Se cr et ) x  c  f or   ar d ed by t h e For ei gn Gr oup 

---- ------
the achi ev

Co un t e r I n t e l
.
l i   e n ce t Yi e p r i mar y wa r o b j e ct i v e o f I t a l y i s s   mt    a

wi t ri
r ent of t he r,_a st er y of t he  , ?edi t er r an ean . I-:er t er r i t or i al cl ai ns

respect to   ertain  Fr a nce a   aa  t o Ni ce , Cor se , Tuni.Qi a , a par t of .4l ger i a wi t r 

at Const an t i ne
• i t s or e d ep os i t s ; an d Fr en ch Son ul i l ar_

d . I n addi t i on , t h e p r ed or  i
.n ant

pos i t i on in t h e Nea r Ea s t i s de s i r ed . r ur t h er I t a l i an v ar obj e ct i ves

p er t a i n t o t  -ie Bal kan s . I n t h e f u t ur e , t h e Adr i a t i c Sea s hn ul d b e r ul

ent i r el y b3  Zt a l y an d t h e I t al i an s pY,er e of i r f l uen ce i n t h e Bal ks n s

s h oul d b e ex r anded . For tkii s Y:ur p os e , t h e d est 'r uct i on of Yugosl avi a ,

t he   ,  c cr e a t i on of an i n d ap en dent Cr oa t i a s ubj e ct ed t o I t d]
.
i an i n

and
fl uen ce , `

  t he ext   si on of Al ban i a b y an nexa t i on of   Sout h Yu,go s -

l avi an ar e as i n ri2bi t ed b y Al b ani a ns   s j ue l l a s of s u ct: ar r:a s hi t rier t o

bel on gi n  t o Gr ee ce and of Cor f  z and of p er hap s s ome of t he I oni c i s -

a r e

. l ands  
con4i der ed n ecessa r y .
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t o t l _t Duf•  h t;   r t     ° pl  :r:r!ed by t he i:avy ,   i nce gucl-, a c t i on Vyoul d

i r.vo l v e f urt }  er r.-.aj or t r ar_s, or t ;::over.:ent s  :r.d i t   oul d i ri s uc'r_ ce s e
•

ba   r I.o r ci  ;l e t o exer c  
-  e o;  er at i on    conl r ol over t }- ece di vi c i ons

on t r:'_  s  :-' v;e    a an t r.e ot i-.cr   ;d   c f   i:e   :,_;r r!e=.

A 1 ,i t h t he
5  corL Er en ce   %x   C  i F i  of t l-:e :,G:e r  :i :  ;;ra r: r  ;r:ch of t he

L>>f t.a.:  f   'e     r:er cl  "t af f on t he F ar t i ci p  t i or. o f t he Iaif  ,ti':4 f f e i n t i-:e

o >er   t i on r e - ul t e    i r: t r e dec i s i on t :!  t t he Ll:.
f t   r  f f e ;,i ll i n t he i ni -

t i   l s t U  e of t he o c©r  .
t i on  a   y t he r ol e of t he ar t i l l e r y  by r ui d ing

i  e Lr i   ^J: ooCi t i onr   nd t Y z   ri t i   i: c orr uni c   t l Ons   n   l•.e r e  r . =r,

 :d  .i t i on , t he Llu t v.a`'f e   ni l l cona, i t t i  e L;er a ;,'}.•at e f or c es o f t r e 7 t l- 

Ai r   i v i s i or. . Srr a l l cl en er:t s of t r e s    f or c es titii ll be cornn i t t ed on t he

'r:i i l s nort r: of   ov er   r:i l e t he n:  ;  or oart of t hem tiri L o ;er Gt e i n t r.e

ar ea of fi ri   : t on .
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The details of tY:e parachute jumping action still have to be

examined.
It would be the mission of the parachute forces to facili-

tate the landing of the ground forces at the previously mentioned

poi nt s .
I n t he ar ea of Dove r , t he r i

.g
Yit f l ank of t he overal l ope r a-

tion would have to be prc tected while in the area of Brighton the

f orc e s woul d 1̂.ev e t o pus h f or Viard t o t he Nor t h i n c oordi n at ed a ct i on

wi t h t he l anded Arrqy f o r ce s .

• Af t er t he di s cus s i ons about t he oper at i an  5 ee l oeYie " t he Chi e f

of t he Nat i onal 8 ef ens e Br an ch conf er   wi t h Gene r al von Gr e i f f enberg

on t he r egr oupi ng of t he Army f or c es i n Nor ruay and on . t he des i r es of

f or warded   iehrmacht
t he Fuehrer by t r:e Chi ef of i  a  n  [  t Operat i ans

St af f on 21 August . On1.y t hos e des i res r egardi ng t he Ar  y were di s c

sed , (s ee l et te r of t he Chi ef of t he 6h̀ehrm  cht Uper ati ons St af f of

•

 21 Augus t , i t e    , 2 , and l  )
.   or e over , he l et s hi m knotiro t hat t he

Chi e f of t he    et.rma cht   li gri Command has p erIILi t t ed t he Army hi gh Com-

mand id  to have the long-range artillery stationed at the Channel

coast fire whenever the air operations agai.ns
t England have reached

a climax.

Fo3l.a r
ing his conference with General von Greiffenberg the

Chi ef of t he I  at i onal De f ens e Bran ch rca k es a new at t empt t o medi at e
- - - - ._._- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -    

bet we er. t he cont r over s i al vi e •rs of t he Ar r  y an d Navy   i gh Co  ands

on t he ; r obl em. of t he t ran s port s pace t o be pr ovi ded by t he Navy

for the "green r ovement".
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This mediation attempt is based on the basic idea that, accor;iing

t o t he wi l l of t he Fti ieh r er , t h e cFer a t i on "See l oevre " i s t o b e car -

r i ed out onl y i f e sp e ci a l l y f av or abl e cond i t i on s r i ght b ef o r e t he

b egi nni n g of t he op er a t i on woul d of f e r a s a f e pr o s pe ct f or s uc ces s .

I f s u ch condi t i on s e d s t ,
t h e r i sk r un by t rie Navy dur i n g t h e

  gr e e n mov ement " can b e cons i d e r ed as r e3 u ced . Und er su ch ci r cum.gt

ces, the Navy should be able to provide sufficient shipping space

• at an d near Le Havre for the tran portation of combat-efficient

units from there to the Bay of Brightan. The forward echelons of

t h e f our d i vi si on s st a t i on ed i n t he ar e a a r ound Le Havr e a r e pr i -

marily taken into consideration in this connection. The rear eche-

l on s o f t h es e di vi s i ons an d f u r t r,er di vi s i on s whi ch mi ght b e em-

p l o3Ted , h oti° ev er , Yrou]
.
d h av e t o t r a ns f er r ed t o mor e su i t ab l e j ump -

•

of f ba s es ei t r er as ear l y a s d ur i ng t rle p er i od of pr apar a t i on or

af t e r t he   eg i n ni n g of t h e op er a t i on as s oon as a c l e ar pi c t u r e

can b e f o r med of t h e s i t u a t i on .

On t h e ba si s of t hi s con c ep t , t he I4avy can , by cont i nua l

con f er en ce s i n t h e co ur se of t h e d ay , be ma d e t o con cede t ha t 50

steamships shoul.
d be e,mployed at Le Havre. 25 of them are to move

di r ec t l y t o + a r ds t h e Br i t i ch c oa s t i n t h e f r amewor k of t h e l an d i a g

ope r a t i an of t he mot o r - b oa t s , pr ovi d ed tiYe at r_er condi t i on s p er mi t

such action, v:hile the remaining 25 steamers are to move initially

of f t he : r en ch coa st i n nor t h- ea st ar n di r ect i on . Lat er , t hey ar e
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  ; t c :: .ove ;.t t r e l a f t ::i ng af t t e «b l uf: l:,ovec_.en t "   t r }n    Jor t

::,over  er.t f r or_; Dun ni r k - Boui o  r e t o Fol r: e   t Otl e -   ea cl:    :e   }
.

T::e C  :i   f c f Gr ou  I ttia v  c f t l .e l•.  t i on _:1 De   'en s e :, r  sn ch ,

Li eut sr;a:  t Co u :a r:d e r  lun   e ,  .nd t l:e Li • :i s on Df f i Ber of t 'r:e   ,r m.y

I;i   'r: Co:r: :aiid Y:i t h t }:e Tdave l ':)p er a t i on   Ct a f f , Col on e l vori 4.i t zl e -

1  t  
b en , r e,  ,  r t   o 

.n
t l 3T, i n t h e Y-  f t e r r.  on of 2Z :;u   u  -t , t i:e   ,r e vi

.ou  l   r

c u ot e i   •ecu l t of t t e i r cun f 2.r erice :- ,.i t il t r.e   . ,v  :l : 'r  er  _.t i or_    t af f

•
    G : :ut u a G  r e er..en t ti l .

1 C "1  ho  • ev er , i     t i l l   u '     ec t t o t Y.e ui--

:  r ov: .l
 :,;;- t i_e

Co.:l;anc er i n ;    i e f c f t.'r:e =. :v;,  .

r e - o r t s
i i  e C:  i e f o f t i :c 1  ._t i :_ n -1 .  Lf Ci 1  t   :r   .ri c r

.
t h e r e u    on        i r  r

 
,.   .t         i e ] e r:r.  cie   ; g t•  t c t i

.e
   :i   f c f t : ,e   e   c:  t   ;  e r    t i or

  t  .f   cr: t i ,i c r  e'.:
i   t i c r_ Gt ;:er .p

t
._r 

c. •  t t a: ;   :  ..  t i n e c t: t 'ne a  ; r r e -

. en t     :•l i   e :a a t t   t he : r r :y   r.:',   l  c Lu '  .<<, -.f
f e .•

"' , .̂u .-u   t _; 1 .
C ,̀. ..

 ̂ i _.r ;; o  '   i ,e  . c ::r r..  c:a
_ _• ____--___--__ --------------------------

::i   . Cor.r.:ar a %
. e t .r r:.  cl:t  : e :̂  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

  i    i      1..=f f ,
  [:s t i cn .  l :)e f  :: .Ge

  r  :r:cr: ,   J .: ',  ;u  t 1
.
4 

? r  t   e :._a_ r i n   , t t:  DYii e f o£ t h e t;r;.v : l St   ' f , Kcnt e r -

=:dr i r  _:
1 Fr i e ce , r ez;or t :- L    t e1  l Daii e t o t   .e

Cr:i   f o f t i.c  T:   t i on . 1

ll e f ea s e r :r   .n  ̂ 7. t 'r,  t t r:e P:  vS    .i i l
_ :    , cc s t i s: u e i t G r r e;.:   r ;  -

t i   n r f o r t i:  a_ er  a -_ or. "^ e  a o eti• e " or. t he b    i s     r c:e   u; cr: c     t   :e

Li  ;i .  on Cf f i ce r of  ,},a t.r ::: %  n d   r:o   % i c f o f   r ouN I h  ; vy of t r.e

. .   t  _  n  :L D  .̀ ' en   e .:r ::•r :ci_ i n ? r. : _ 
t t e :•i;o un of  '   ' .u ,; u c t  :r  a eii.i c i:

..    u   , r o  T :  a t;  - t r_e   anu-:    d er i n :; i   e f of t r:e ' •  v y .
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?"e'.!   .̀' t e:  l j l  a   e: .:
t e•    G f l : Cl U'.it    t :ct i.e r t l a C01:  .; sl=a ° x' ._rl C::i ef Of t n

: ,: [ r OVt'  ? t l
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. .
r l a   [i c  i1   .  .

i
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I ',1_

t e 1
.
  ,r i 
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i
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Th e Chi ef of t P E r a t i on   l Def enr e Br an ch p oi n t s out ag a i n t h e

t h e gen er a l pr e r e qu i s i t e s f or t h e condu ct of t he op er a t i on 'lSee l oe 4 +e n

vrh i ch a l s a t he Ar m  r a s t o t ak e i n t o a cc ount i n i t s d ema nd s . The i nt e

f er en ce of t he Br i t i s h Ndvy , h otii eve r , woul d ha ve t o be el :p e ct ed ev en

i n t h = mos t f a v or ab l e s i t u a t i on . I i t he 7 0 s t ea msh i p s d e   -Bnded by t he

for the transportation
Army       :  of t h e f o r ces f r or _

Le ha v r e iti er e exp    s ed t o t hi s

d an ge r , t   e s e crii 2,s   youl d b e ui s si ng =a t er d ur i r_g t h e d e c i s i ve nLl ue

  n ove nent '  ' an d t h e s ub s e quen t s upp l y oper a t i an s . The over c.l l oper a t i on

woul d t hus be j e opar di zed . Ther e f or e , he hi  ;s e l f i s a f t he opi ni on

 
t hat an y f u r t he r r ei n f or ce  en t of t h e s hi pp i ng sp a ce t o be     i e av ai -

l a bl e at h e Hav r e woul d be ab s o l ut eJ
.y  un ad vi sa b1e . He i s   a  .ng t o ad -

vi s e t h e Chi e f of t h e   :̀ ehr    a cht   ii   h Comr:.and a cc o  i i n g 3
.y .

Th e Chi e f of t h e Gr oup I A  v o f t he I ;a t i on al J ef en s e Br   :c: h s ub -
  - - - - - - - -   _._.    .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - -

  .
i t s a s t udy on a l an di n g i n t he I sl e of h  i gt-:t . I n t  ii s st udy , t  ie

con cl us i an i s d r aWn t h at a ci n gl e op er a t i on wi t h t hi s obj e ct i ve s ho ul d

not b e t ak en i nt o con s i d e r a t i on an d t hat t t:e cap t ur e of t h i s i s l and

pr el i mi n2s 3 
as a   st ep of t h e op er a t i on "S ee l o evre "   ; oul d b e unf ea ° i bl e be cau -

Ge s u eh a ct i on cur.n ot b e i n cl ud ed i n t he t i rr.e - s c hed ul e an y mor e .

The Chi ef a f t he :':e   -s n:a cht C;p er a t i on s St a f f s er ve s not i   e t hat t h e

Fu ehr er ha s ap pr oved t h e st udy on t h e capt ur e o  Gi br al t ar an d t h at

exnressed intention
Gene r a l Fr an co   t h e     i n l  ol i t i c a d i s cus s n on s v i t h t h e

Ger man arr,ba s s ad or i n b'.adr i d , h:r . SLOhr er , t o en t er t he war p r ovi d ed

Uer man s wi l l gi ve  .v.l i t ar y s i,p por t anrl s u  p 
,y

f uel as wel l ns ,  ai n .
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2 J   u ;-u s t 1  1;0     r Di ary of t he 4'.ers r a ch t  :i ,  h
      r           .                               r M           .         .

C  r.,r. an d  : . ehrr .acht Oper a t i ons St a f i
- - - --- - - - - - -- - --- - - - - - - - - - - - -

I  ::u i on a l Def er_se :.-r - :nch ,   5   u <u_̂t

7; 1;(;

. I n t he morni
.r? ; . t h e Ci.i e f   f t he iruv;  .

  t a.
f f corc  :ur.i c at es

_     _ _

by t el e ; hone t o t r.e Crii ef of t l: e ••;a : ona l Def enae L r  .in ch t   at he r as

al s o be en in f orr. ed on t he di s appr ov al of t l e ]  t e s t su   ,beat i ons of t r 

•
 +avy bv t he   s r  y F:i gl  Co  u,  id . Z'r    e Su ;  es t i ons v ere made i n re l a t i o ,

t o t he ch i pp i n  , s pa c e t o be . ro vi ded i or t rje '   reen r over a  t '  . rie ur-

  ent l y re ques t s t he dec i si on o  t he ; enr n,a cr.t }:i   h Comr. and .

Thp C ,i Pf of t he ? a t i onal De,f en s e Eran cY. r eFi i e s t hat t he
                r   N   L         Y                   .  

1'iavy sh oul d c ant i nue i t s   r epara t i ons on t r:e ba s i s of t r,e dg r e emen t

2 r ?  ved at on ;_2 , u  , -uGt and t riat i t c  n be ea  e ct ed t hat t he Fuehr er 

i•   11 make r dec i si on i n t r.i s s ens e at t he oc ca si on of t h e ver•b  r e-
.

port of t he Com  ander i
.n Chi e f of ;.   e arr y om   b Aub-ust . The   iavy 1-:i    ̂

Com  and vri l l be i nf orrned on t r. e de c i s i on of t he Fuehr er in  edi at el y .

2 b AuF;--us t 1  l D '..ar Di  ,r y of t he j ehrr,  cr.t   ii   h
- - - - - - - - - -             _  _._., __- - - - - - - -      

Co   .and  '  ehruia ct  t Operat i ans   t a f f  
      w                

Paat i cnul Def ers e Erar;ch, 25 ri uKust

 ; - +o

r ol l oti ,i r.  t he ver b  l r ep   r t of t r;e Camc:ander i n Chi ef or t r 

  rr  y t he Fuerr er t ake s t i ,e f vl l o    ,i n   daci s i on :
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D ar i ng t he oper at i on "Se   l oevre 't , t Y:e oi er at i on s conduct ed by  t h

wi l l hav e
Ar m,y

  t o be adj us t ed t o t he e a st i ng f act s i n r e   pe c t t o t he

Ghi ppi ng sp a ce a vai l a hl e and t o t l: e l:os s i bi li t i e s of pr ovi di ng co ver

f or t he e rk ar kat i on and t he cr os s   nF ac t i on . Ther e f ore , t he * i  c   rr 

,
f or ces j

.n
t end ed i nt ended f or t he c. os s i n  ,

i nc l u ii n  t he ar t i ai rcr af t

ar t i l l e r y w- i t s Fr ovi d ed by t h e C,cmra nder i n Chi ef of t he Luf t waf f e

mu_ 
t be r egr ouped i n s uch a a;an ner t h.at t he e ubarkat i on can be carr i

t he•
out at ft ot t erdan. and   Ant werp on a s c al e pl an ne d by t he 13a v y

an d that only  5 steamers,
in addition to a  tor-baats an d coastal

mot o r- s ai i i ng ve s s e l s , woul d   be ne eded f or a s i ngl
.e

di r ect

t : i p f r om Le Havr e t o La ndi n  AY'e a E (  say of Br i ght on)
, f or n ni ch

an especially favorable ene  r situation would be the prerequisite.

Fur t her 2 5 s t eam.s hi p s , al s o l oaded at Le Hav r e , wi l l be di r ec t ed
 

along the French coast into the area south of Baulogne an d from the r

  into the Landing Area D (E.a tings - Eastbourne). The sea situation

•   eraii t t i n g , t hes e 2 5 s t e aner S s houl d t hen move al ong t he Bri t i s h

coast also into the Landing Area E .

The   rmy Hi gh Co um,and i s t o pr ep ar e a s ur v ey o f t he p l anned

disposition of forces on the basis of this decision. This survey is

t o pr e s ent a pi ct ur e of t he cour s e of t he mo ve  al t s and t he obj e c -

t i ve s of t he l
.and i ng oper at i on i n r e   pect t o t he di f f er ent uni t s ,

s e ct or s , an d t o t he t i me - s chedul e . The Fuehr er wi l l not yet d eci d e

•
on t he t i

.me ;Lher. t he oper at i on ' Se e l oen e " i s t o b e l a unched .
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ldoreover, the Fuehrer issues the following directives:
_  .__.__.

` 1 . ) Si nce , ac cord,i ng t o a r eporfi of t he Comr .yander in Chi ef of t he

no mount ai n di vi si on i s at pre sent avai l abl e f or ac t rans f er i n

t he area ar ound Trondhei m ( see 21 August }
, t he Army Hi gh Corm:ar:d

i s t o ex8  a ne whet her , by appl yi r g t he same met hod us ed i n act i -

  v at i n,g neti   ur i t s i n t l:e zone of t he i nt eri or , a f ur t her di vi s i on

coul d be organ i z ed f rom t he di vi   i ons s t at i oned i n Norway an,d co

!
be provided with mountain equipmer t.

2. ) The f or ces st at i oned at pre ênt i n t he Government Gene ral wi l l be

f urt her rei nf orm ed i mmedi at e l y . For t hi s purpose , about 10  
,

divisions are to be transferred to the  ast without considerably

i
.mpai r i ng t he t rans por t at i on act i vi t i e a m8 ne ces s ar y

for the economy.In addition, about two armored divisions should 
_

.

be transferred to the south-eastern sector of the Govern ent Gene-

ral after their eauipment has been reconditioned in the zone of

t he i nt e r i o r . Thes e new f oic es t o be moved i n ar e t o be ac comodat

in a manner i ns u  i ng t h at , i f ne ce s sary , t he f or c es can rap i dl y

ac t t o pr o t e ct t h e oi l ar e a of Ri  ani a .
.

These decisions and directives of the Fuehrer will be communi

, ca t ed i n   wr i t i ng t o t he CamrrLander s  bn Chi e f of t he t hr e e

branches of the Yyehrmacht on 27 August.

( ...............
)
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T : :e   l- .
i e f cf t h e  

,a t i on a.
l   e f e n s e r r a n c h s u brr:i t s t o t h e   rli e f

o f t h e '/ . e h r r   :c h t }-:i fY,
i; Co  r ;.an

d a n o t e t o b e u s ed f c r a v e r b a l r ep or t .

p r e p  : r a t i o n s
l n t h i s n at e , t h e di f f er en ces b et v,e en t l:e of t h e hr nl5r an

t 'r;e    avy f or t he o ,e r a t i on "S e e l oeY e " a r e cl :. ar l y Foi nt ed out and

t he n ec e s s i t y of e a r l y d e c i s i or.s i s erup l.« s i   ed . I t i s su   ;e s t ed t :  a t

t h e r  e::   ur e s t o b e t u :en Ly t h e Ar r:;y k e ad
,;
j u s t ed t o t } e pot en t i ul i -

t i e s c   ' t 'r:e Nav   i n r es  : e ct t o t he cr o - s i n   op er a t i on . I n add i t i o: ,

• t r e Chi a f of t i;e h at i on a.l De f en s e Er an cY: s ut  t  i t     o t he Chi ef of t he

•.'.ehr u: :c   t I' i   h Con i,and d o cur  en t   r   nla t e r i   l 1o r t t;e  . 
l a.n r_e

d a ct i va -

r:ev!
t i an of   d i vi  -i on s t o br i n  t }:e :,:-  :y t o   t   t    

. s t r ei; e t r. of i : C d i vi -

  i or s .

Dur i n  t l ,e su bs e<,u era ver ba l r e ,:or t of t 'r,e Ccn u:and er i r. C: i a f o

t r e ' :r j: j l i,o t i-.e r ue   r e r t i:e l at t e r t a } .es Y:i s d e ci g  on r e `   •Ii i n L t 'r e
• - - - - - - - - - - - - -

ac cc r :; i.n   t o
o; e r ;:,t i on "S e e l oe we " t h e ° u -  e c t i : r. s ubr  t t ed h y t i.eU _

.

//ehr r  C:c.  t   :_Lt    oria:.an.i
( r e e D.  r   ct w V o f  .J ll i   u  -   ,   F ar :: ;; r a : r 

_ '

`
 

  `    /
l

r
C L ' 1 

-
1

.

,

. : .
a 7•  e , t cie FuCrlŝ c: r G,J   r ove ^ t . ,e or !,  C:r Lu .:'  r Vrl  l ;:l an o f

t } :e ' ;r n:;y. _  :,r i t t er: Gtu r:  . y  of t i e  ;i :   C L 1 v   s v i l l r.ot b e i s s ued u: -

t   l 1•:a er .

( .................
)

!
C'

( : u
,y

U '  
t

1
.

y
 

-
  1 /   a l

• J
1 . C 1 1 S   J

f
1 .

 
    + 1 1 y

I

.
7 1

1  
. L : 1. .

   
t

1  .

A: 'i ;̀r: C  i.nan d / /  el•r nY:.c}a CN:;r ; -

t i on     t r;f f ; ?, at i on a l J   ;'e :   e

..?•- r c i.,
26 ; u  ,u  t l y 4G
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a t T;OOA  t i;e   x n e  :;ot i a t i on s of t l :e Re:i cc . ' s For e i gn   :i ni s

t e r a3 d Cou ̂ t Ci ,:r.o v i t h t he 'r'       a r     n  ::L Rw   r_i an de l e ;; a t i on s b s   i n

i n  l i er r.a .

{
....................

)

  n 2c ,1u  ,u   t -4rld du r i n  ; t t: e ni   l:t of 2E; ? ì : .c.i  u s t t rie Luf t -

1r::f f e cou ::a.
t t ed    t ot a l Ft r en  ,

t 'r: o f l    C h cL   :.r   .n
d 5(   f i   ht er a i r c r a f t

•

 :.g   i n ^t r  : bl  ,nd . :.n-.on   ot r.er r ai d  , 7? ,? d en.o
li t i on  r  d 6EL;0 i n cendi a r 3-

t o   b s we r e d r o  r ed on Li ver   ool a r  Bi r :: en l: ead dur i n   t r:e :.i   r.t . The

s c or e o` ty cot l d hau vi s i bi li t y .    :o cever ,  /r.ot Le e  : c t l y obs e r ved       i r   t o x              .  +    .    i   -     c- - 

- .   r e l os s e s of t i:e f r i en a l y  f or ces Grc_oun t e3 t o 1 2

t l-:os e of t l-:e er:e r  y t o ab out 1.,.;
  r c r a f t . J ur i n   t r;e n_  ,t of 2   f   y Au-

 
 -us t , Br i t i ^r.   o1;;he r ?,

_ r c r a f t r    . ;ed Gr e at e r I :er li .  f or t t:e f i r c t t i b e .

 ,r ea t
  d e>>ol - t i on a nd a   r .un t e r of i i_cer d i   r y L_,r .L:= .,e r e d r   Li.ed . Tne :;_a,

; or

; ;  r t a i t h os e t c.  ;b ^   ,ds    r o   __e d on r e   i d a:  t i ;  . dr eas ne az• t l :e Goer :.  .;.z-

r   i l r o::d ct _ t i cr. .   c i  r  .l
i Jr . , :.e r e ki l l ed , 21 ti  e r e 'r,e :  vi l `  ar:   r n e r e

cl i  ;l  :t l ;; r o :n ded .

A  a r e s ui t oi t ?; e ai
.r r ai d cr.   r e  a er   er l i n ,

t ): e   zer:r e r

d e c i d e s t o r  :;t u r r, t o Eer Li n i   L: e i i at el y .

_' l,e t r a i r:    ,t l s s '  l e av es Cal zt;u r u a t 2C: l  ; Y :o ur s a: ,d   : r i ves

? t t i  e  - t at i or: of Gr une  .: l  l or: 3  , :  u  u    a t av out l u : u0 t;our s .

(
.......................

)
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r

3p At  u s t 1y  0 ';;   ,r   i a r     of t r:e   , ehr n  cla Eii gYi
                      y  

    N       . .  .     - -   . r           N  

Corr nand/  ., eY .r u a ch t Ope r a t i ons St a f

_ - - - - - - - -   - - - - - - - - - - - - -   ' .

P:   .
t i ona l Def on s e Lr an ch /   6   u-

  ust 1 ; L;0

,
(

....................
)

s f t er t he con f er en ce , t r.8   , i e f of t he rda t i orsa l Def e ns e

__- - _ - - - - - _- - .  _

  r ancY  r e   a r t s t o t t.e
Chi e f of t he   ; er,r  _.a cra Oper a t i on s St a f f t h a

_    _.  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

•
a c c cr   i n   ,

t o i n f or n,a t i c r ob t : i n e3 c of a r t he d a ci :-i on a n t he cond u ct of

t Y:e oc er at i on   S e e l oewe "    r;i j
.
]
.

have t o  :  e t al: e r_
b ;; t t e Fue l: r e r a i out

  t o 10 da y s : r i or t o th e :;e,E,'
i nrii n ;; of t he op er a t i on . Zhe CY's e f of th e

"'  et r  :_:;c
l  t O: ,er   i ons S t a f f or -a er   t o ; r ev ar e a t i me - s c hed  , l .e on t ri s b a

s i s . }:e   dd s t l  a t i
.n v i ew of tx,e ::r es ent c ; ndi t i ons i n t he a i

. r war

pr er e uui s i t e s

u  ::i n st   l
.and t he Fuer:r e•r

d oes not y at f e   l t Y at t h e   ' '
•

for . ,
x   d t he cp er a t i on "S ee l oeti4e " ( G:i n  i    -  of t Y e  .i r s upr ea:  c;y) have b e e

br ou  ;  t Gb ou t . He e   r r es s ed t Y,e i n t ent i ors n ot t o d ec   e on t he c onduc

' of t h e o_er a t :  on ura i l ab out 1'; " e: t   r. .
Ler .

I r. t hi s con ::c ct i on , Col on e l  :EU.  i n   er poi nt s ou t ".o3 i n t l :

vi.e ,, t a l, er,   ,  t Y.e Chi e f of t r.e :  r   a    e ne r   l   t a f f t h.at an o  e r  a i on

of t 'r e   r  r:  • on t Y.e c cal e ; l a n x i or i ;;
i n   •]-

l
J   ,o u1

-
d n ot Le Eea s i b l e

r ea ch ed

on t r
.e er. 

l l b a s i   n o   : o :  i e r e d .
T r;e on l y o b ;    c t '

_ v e t o   e   c o u l d

b e t o   t r '    e t h e co u  d e ;  r   c e t o     e n e    ty L a t t er ed d oL n c y t h e a i r

v a r .
An y f c i l u r e o f t L a op e r a t i on l..u s t t , e r u l erl o u t ,   i r  c e t h e f o r   ez

wo u l
.
d er.t a i l   :n i:r, a c c a p t a   l e   e t b a c tc i n r e ^ j  e c t t e t h e o v e r a l l s u c c a

a c  Ri a v e rl - _r
t Y:e ti4a r ° a - f a r .
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ry
J

M

.

T'::e C'. ::
  e f o f t l-, e :̂ et: ~y:: c:a    ; •  .r :;t i on     t af f f ul l y a` re es t o t r. 

i s

vi eu: ti:i-:i c :  Y e has t    ;er: 1-  .r: ^ el f  ;r d ca l l ° t :,E c t t er. t i on t o t he ot her

r. e at s
     'r.

i ch r  i   ;i t t  E u svd t o a c ::i eve t i.e s   :,;e oLj e ct a
.ve , t Y e def eat

of Fn  ,
l
_   n d .

(
.........

)

Af t e r t r.e con cl u  i on of t r.e cc nf er er.ces ti .i t 'r  Col orlel ::Lt  ri .n  ;er

t h e Chi ef c f t i:e     eY:r t.. :cra OE er a t i oii   ~t Gf f iiot i f :i e s t he Ci:i e f of t r:e

upor  t l,e l at t er ' s l rlc    r    • 1';a t i on  Dei e! ^c : -1•_Li c1=   'r  .   -  L,    r  :ai.:•.
  :  xi   : t au t t f,e f ur   l:e r i nt en -

t i cn s i r  r e^:.e ct t o t l :e cont i nt at i or cf t l- e r i r v+ar•  ,g ai ns t En J .   r_
d

  re t a  i at o ry a t t acr:s
t h a t he Fuehr er now 1    - t G t o l av e     :r.  Bat car ri ed out by cor•c en

t r a t ed     =ri n   t I andon 1°.her_ev er uae  ;t l-:er cor  i t i on s    er c:i t such act i on .

(
.........

)

? S e  t or.Uer 1; H.G : . s Di ar y of t he 4':e'rs rLacl t
• --------- ---- -- -------- -------

  :'i    l Con rpnd   : eE:r   .r+cla Ope-

r4t i ons   t af f / 'i tat i on  l Def er

s e L ran ch , 2 S e  ;t er  be r 194  

TY:e r a. :cr t of t he :.r :,:  - f:i  ;l: Co  ,r,an.d
{O  er at i ons   3ranc: 

_  _      _._.  - -

o f t he _-"•Ifi :, J
Cc l er al  ' t a f f ) ti•.l   c 't-, ;: .a r e   ue c t ed t   t t he di r•ec t i v e of

t h:e ? :ehrt::ac 'r:t   :i   l   Cor. l:.and of ti     t  ;v s t t:   r  ve s Gt t Y, i s l;e ati rua rt er s .

l t- i s r er or t cover   t r
.e i nt ended or  ;ar:i zat i or_ of t r,e f o rc es Vyhi ch . :r e

t o cr o   ^ t he Cl  .ne l d ur i n   ,
t h e  c;  :;r   t i on "Se  ,l oewe '    nd t he i  r obubl e

t i me - s cr:e3 i: l e of t he cr o     i r E o. c i at i on .

 ~c corrii r  t o t 'r.i c r ep oPt , 5 c or  ;s s t a f f s  ri t a 1Q di vi -

si ons
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_

have
incl  ir.g

rear echelone and corps troops could been landed in f

st r en gt h by t h e eveni n g of S   3
.ay p l

.us l b d aSTs an d ab ou t 1 6 n  di vi -

.
sions could be shipped across the Chaanel in the course of four weeks

discusses
I n t he a f t e r r.oon , t r:e Cr:i e f of t he Nat i cn ,  1

.
Def e n se i  r an ch

Y+1 t Ti
  t he C} i e f o f t h e V  ehr   a cht Gper a t i ons   t af f t Yie r ep or t o f t he ,

Ar m.v

  ° ubrr  t s t o
l :i .g

r: Ca    :and ( se e ab ove ) wh i ch ar r i ved t oda y . He   t h.e l at t er a

r e qu es t of t h e A  n,y
Y.i  h Cau•.  and t o ext end t he t h ea t e r of oper Gt i on s

i n t h e Vi es t t o i n c l ud e t h e Dut ch Fr ovi n ce s of Ze el an.
  , Zui d - Hol l a nd ,

•  

an d Noon iB r abant ir. es t and i n cl ui i n  t he r ai l r oad l i n e Neer pel t - Ge1

der mal sen . ThA ext ensi on shoul d be ef f ect ed i n vi ew of t h e oper at i on

' 9 eel oev e '  .

( ..............
}

D or Pover , t he C} i ef of t he '   ehr ma   ht pper at i ons St s,f f ser ves no-•
-------- -  -------- ----------------

t i ce t l a t t he Fuehr e r ag r ee s t a t he og in i on exFr es s ed by   he Chi e f of

Gr   u .r, I Navy of t he Àa 'Gi on al Def en s e Br an ch i n rd Q n ot e of 2 6 Au tus t

  n t he r a t i o o f s t r en gt h b et ween t he Ger man - I t   l i an an d t Yie 8r i t i s h

f l ee t s and on t Y .e pos s i bi li t i e s of Z co  .t i n ed Ger man I 't  al i an n av al

•
warfare.

Eef or e t h i s c on cep t can b e r ea l i zed , t he p l an n ed oFer a t i ons

' agai ns t Gi br al t es and Egypt have t o be car r i ed out . Thes e ope r e t i ons

t hus gai n i n i II ipor t an ce .

.
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The e cono  .c den,ands Spai n r ai sed as a condi t i on f ar her ent r

i nt o t he war shoul d be no ob Qt acl e t o t he conduct of t r e at t ack oa

- r.j .7#,t ar y
Gi br al ts r . They vuaul d be  t be ful f i l l ed by a vvi ct   rq .

m.    (
...............

)

Fr om 3  Sept etr ber t o 1  S ept ember 191,C   Yar Di ary of th e I  er.r

.
macht   :i gr. Co  ,n7and/

V' ehrmacht Operations
___ _  _____

+
St af f / !Vat i anal Det ens
w _    .

Eranch , 3 and 4 Se  _
_______  .____._____ 

t a ber 191 0
( . . . . . . . . . . . . . ) __._____.__ 

The Chi ef of t he Nat i.  a1. Def ense Branch subni t s t o t he
          M                   N       w         y     r +  

Chi e f of t he fi iehrmacht Cper at i ons St a f f s ugges t i ons f or t he '

  i ns t ru ct i on of t he Ge rman mi l i t ar v   z and ai r at t a ches i n

    as hi ngt on on t he ai r war ag ai ns t and t he l andi ng i n Eng,
l
.and t o

enabl e t hem t o co unt er ac t t he Amer i can pr opag an da .

(
.............

)

5 Sept ember 191F0 prar Di ary of t he  ';ehrmacht Hi p_,
h

            w N   M   N       N              

Caoomand/ SPiehrmacht Ope  at i ons 3t s f f
w   .  ...  M     .      M .      M

,
2 at i onal Def ense Bran ch , 5 Seopt emb
- - _______  : ..._ ____

191 0

( .............
)

On   3ept embe; , t he Cam  .ander i n Chi ef of th e Navy i nf orms
_..__  ___________
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t t e Fuehr e r on t he pr o gr es s s of ar m  i e i n t he pr epara t i a l f or t he

opera t i on "Se e l oewe " and report s t o hi
.m

t hat t he prepar a t i ons ar e

conduct ed a c c or di ng t o pl an as f ar aQ t he i3avy i s concer ned . At

t h i s e c cas i cn , he expl ai ns agai n t h at t h e A av y wi l l most F r obabl y

be ab l e t o ac compl i s h t he iua
.s s i ons as s i gne3 t o i t , provi ded t he ai r

suprema cy  ni l l ha ve been gai ned .

The Chi e f of t he hat i onal Def en se Bran ch s ub ni t s t o t he

! Chi ef of t he ',.ehrn:acht Oper at i ons   t a f f an out l i ae of a t i me - s che -

du l e whi ch. i s now f orwar ded t o t he hi gh com  and' of t he br an che s of

t he  A:ehru:a cht f or co nsi der s t i on an d corr.pl e t i on . I n t hi s connect i on ,

t he Chi e f of t he Nat i onal Def en s e Branch par t i cu l ar l y p oi
.a

t s out

the necessity of combining the Fuehrer Headquartera and the head-

quar t e r s of t he commander s i n 8 hi e f cf t Y ® br anc  le s of t he titirehrma ch
,

Acco rdi ng
as s oon as the war ni ng or der ha g been i s s ued .   t o a s t at e -

rnent o f t he Chi e f of t he ;".ehrma cht Oper a t i ons St af f , "Mueh l e " ( Zi e -

genber g ) and "Gi s e l a " ( Gi e cs en ) ar e t o be t aken i nt o cons i der at i an

f or t rd   purpos e as i t ha s been pl anned s of ar .

Fur t hermor e , th e Chi e f of t he i":ehrmacht Oper at i ons 5t af f

s er ve s not i ae t hat t he Fuehr er ex ;:r es s ed , i n a conf erence wi t h t he

Comir ande r i n Chi ef of t he Nav y , t ha i nt ent i on t o re s t or e t he 3i t ua-
  _       _  _ _  ..._..._______

t i on i n t he p .edi t e r rane an duri ng t he wi nt er i n cas e t he oper at i on

"Se el oewe 11 woul d have t o be ca l l ed of f . The Fuehr er ment i oned , r or

t he f i rs t t i me t r at al so t he A4ores , t he Canary ,and the Cape Verde

I s l ands v  o ul d Y av e t o be c apt ur e3 i n t i rr e by German I t al i an f or ces
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  t o i:r ev en t t h e Br i t i 4l: an d l at e r a l s o t he   er i ca r s f r om e s t a bl i -

s rii ng t r.err s e l ve s on t hes e i s l an d s . Th e l  a t i on a l Def era e Br an ch i s t o

c  mpi l e t he d a t a n ec e s s a r y f o r s u ch a c t i oii .

(
.................

)
,

T?:e Cr i e f of t he Na t i ona l Def ens e Br an ch s ubr  i t s t o t h e Chi e f

of t r e   : et r r  .a ch t Op er a t i on s St af f a n ew ou t l i n e of a con 3uuB:a t e or d e r

of t he   e t r r a ch t Eii gh Command f or t h e exp an si on o f t he war t i me Ar my

or der y  a s!
t o a s t r en gt h of 180 di vi s i ons . Thi s   ' p r evi ou,Gl y ap pr ove3

by t he Gene r a l Ar ray Of
.
: i c e ,

h Sep t ember 1  4G ?':   r Si   r y of t h e Y ,ehr ua ch t Hi   i
---------------  ------------------ -------

Comrnand/ `
.':ehr ma cht Oper a t i on s St a

I:a t i on al Def en s e 3 r anch ,
6 Se; t    

be r 1  1 0•
-------- 1

(
.................

)

  r e f er en ce
?'.i t r:     t o t he ci.

i r ec t i ve o    t he ?. er:r n a Cht  -<i gY: Com.  .a nd   Vti ehr -

ma cht G;  er a t i on s c t a f f , 1  a t i on a]
.

Daf ens e fi r an ch , Gr oup I I a 21 19/ y.0 ,

S ecr e t , dut ed 24 Augu s t j a c cor di nF  t o  rJhi ch t h e di st r i but i on of t h e

r ec r ui t s t a b e d r :. f t ed  n d b e l on s nf; t o t r.e a€ e c.  ,a s   e s 1  19 ( l
.a s t t hi r

an d 1  ? 0 a   .on;; t l:e t hr ee b r zr: che   mf t 1:e i ;er   r.-.  cr.t  .r,  t h e   r tr.  SS

i :  t o b e b   s ed on t he s t r en  t 'r  of t li e .  :r t i rn e  ';e hr u a ch t of 1   :ay 1  1,1 ,

t h e Gen er   l
. Ai r:a Of f i ce (     8  i 1 0 , Se cr et , d a t ecl 3 Sep t emb er ) s ubn 

.
t s

a n  t e d e s i F-n e3 f or u   e i n a ve r b  l r e?  or t on t h e i ndu c t i on o f t l; e r e -

c r ui t s i nt o t r,e   : er:r n a cr.t i n t h e aut ur.ui of 1y1 0 , ? t,.i s n ot e i s t o ba
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-
 

f or v:::r ded t o t he Chi e f of t r.e `•ehr n: .cht F:i   : Co   an d .

ti•,dr t i r e
  s mf 1 h"a  l ; L.l , t r:e  i ,e1-:r r  acht   :i l l hav e a t ot a l s t r en bt h of

6 763 G00 n en . T.  e Ar   ;    wi l l }:ave a ct r er.   t Y! of !, ; CO  0 00 men wr.i ch

.

i s 72 ,   p e r ccn t , t h e r:avy 2 y  0 00 r:en nr i ch i s 1  , 4   er cer t , t h e

Luf t Y a f i e 1 1     'J 00 n:en wr,i c    i s 2? r  : .   cer:t , a::d t l-. e hr r.;ed SC w  YJ O

r_en r,l-:i c Y, - s l , l    e   c era .

1
, . . • • • • • • • • • •   • • • • •

j

1
•Q

Sep t er.:b er 1 '; 40  •ti  •x  Di a r   t of t h e   ,e r:r   c iit I-ii   h
•

------------------ ---------------- ------- -----

. Co  r:  .   1
,
!  u ei,r r, Gciit u   er a t i on s

,  r :.:.cr.
St a f f ,

  •::a i onul Def en s e   ,

 .D.  c r :;  r.Ler 1;     .;

Tr e Chi ef of t he ,'; :.hr n zcY.t   ;  ar a t i on s St a f f ir _
f o r   ;.̂ t  ::a

Cl:i af of' t h e i?ut i ona l Def en s e   r an cr: a t t  :a oc c a s i cn of t r,e l at t e r ' s
•

- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

v e7•b a r eppi-t i n - t r:e  .:
f t er r.o on t r:ut ,  .s a r es u l t o f t 'r. e ve r b a l r e   or

of t he CYLi e f of t Y  "•e hr r_.:  cr:t  :i gh ^ onu  n d , t i.e Fu eh r e r de ci de d i n

i s   u e t h e   •  _r   i  i; ; f    i .t
t r e mo r n i n g   n o t t o o n   e r  t h e     r: cr a t i on "S e e l o eti •e "   •

tor

a t t ::e e a r l i e ° t  : o .    i b l e d a t e ( 1 1   e? t z r..b e r }
, s i n c e t r :e r e s u l t s ;;f t Y

.
'Lrit " "`1 Z1

.@:: c.i i'     G7•     ' c11 I1_̀'
t a llv l iJ.T i

a c   n n o t ;; c t b e  .d e   u  st e l y a SS es S

d   ;   ! ti   }
 

•_r
 
i . •. .._

:1   Y' ti

Tr e   o   : f   vor  :ul E   :• - r 4t Y e r t r an t h e e ar l i e st pos s i b l

da y (   1
.

S ep t er._t e r ) sr.oul d be t   en i nt o c on   i d e r dt i on f or t r:e l a r_di  

,'  p o   t por.e  .ent o f t r e  nar n i n  , or d er woul d not h ave as Ur a ve cx  n s e -

ciu en c e ^ a r t I-.e    oct ,.on e  :ei a a f t r:e f i n ;a or .: e r on S   i uy u:i n u s 3 da y s

Any f:o.  t   or.  e nt of t h e l at t e r v,oul  i of f e r t h A en e  :y t i r::e f or c l e a -

rin 
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+

t :.e oL;-t - .c
l as 1G̀..

d L : t : e . - :v ;    t t i:a f   atu s i n t i.e exi t   of t re

C.-1}.  ne l f _'or  S _ i::  i ; i n!t  1G dc:   := a. :.  :n ,  ;.:   -t ::onec ..ent of t i=e i ; s u.an c

of t t.e f i r_ .:
 
. orae r v,o u.

l d : dv:x   e13•  .i   ec t ;,r.e rui r!e - l a;, 
ir. ; oper at i on s

f ar
i n t l :e t.e.

t e PS  x̂ ed z   t l:e cr oG_° l rl    r i t l .e I t.  t 'J af f e o,_er at   or s ,

si r:ce f r orr. S - d..    r i r.u  1C d  ;, ^ on t l:    .l: t i ;::i r c r af t  s t i l l er     or ovi de

f or t i:e o ; er , 't,i an suo ul  3 hav e t    n:o    out of i t s _- r e  -era ;.o   i t i onG

:u: i   ;uul .  t :
.u  be ur: .ul e t o  -er ve ul s o c   'r:CZ'  :;ur -oGe s .

•   i:e C  .
i ef

-
o f t r  e ?:  t z   n_ i De f ens e =ran cr! I :an ds t he Cl:i e f

of t i :e ':.e i:rr.acYa C'  er   t i on. 
  t uf f t i :e bas l c d i re c t _ve     t f cr

t t:e nr.er  .i .i or  } S    l oev,e '    s el: ,. er; t ;;  t t:e I :  t i on  .
   Def er:  e Lr ancn

i r. coo .er :.
t -.

  or_    i t 'r: t r.e 'r•  t}: co  ,r,:an    oi t,i-.e i  r ur cY.e r: of t l:e . ehr -

i_a c  a (I; o . 1   
. T'rri .  ,  i r a ct i ve i ^ t o 'r:e i s s ued orl S -, 3:    ni r:ur 1C

d     ° . i :o  w, l. ot.eve   ', t : l n .' y Y'e ;_t i ve i s rrc:r c1
.;; r e ce _ved   ,,

fi  't e Ci,i c f
•

•
of t : e e'r:r l    :ci.'  Cper    t i onG "t af f Le c<:u° = of t r:e r o.  t . on :  ..ept of t r.e

':•  I''111 21   ' 0 2". ia e i .

`'u  s e <u e!:t 14; , t .i .:> Cr:i e f  of  _i.e e'r:r   ::!cl_t C  . er   .t
i Or_• 

  t  f f

i i  ;cu   c e s   .:i t l: t l:e Crs z i of t l:e ';at i :;n  l   :, f ence   r ar cY . un  a t }:e

C  i ;; f of    : o    t, I Luf t    . .
f T'e of t h: t .a    . cr. 

a '  e f erl^e   r ancr. t 'r:e ;.,ue   -

t i or, of t r e co  r i t r: en t rr _a t ::e cora r cl c f t 'r:e ai r r e c or.n  i s s ance

, i1r̀ t   oi t l :e CaL  .an lcr i n ';   :i e f of t   .e I:avJ  ^,
.
i a ,  i s c u    i on t      e  

-l ,: c e .:° a r e ^ui t of a l et t er of t he T:  v  1 St af f , 'r:i c'r. h  s   uLr,:i t Le;i

i o t   e    i      c f t r:e  ' e l:r :,:r  ct;t    :.c;r at i cr.  St af f L  t t:e Ct  .e f af    rcur

I T' '.v;; of t l•.E I'   .
t i on a J  .f er:  e   r   ic i: t   ' a   .
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I n t hi s l et t e r , t he Naval St af f , r ef er r i ng t o t he pr epar a-

t i on and c ond u c t of t he oper a t i on "Se   l oe Ne " und t he pl ar.r ed di ver s i  

oper a t i on s "Hi
,c ,. e r " an d "  :er :;st r ei s e " ( aut v  n t r i p ;

, r ai se s t h e f oll o-

 
.ng d e  <<:r,d s r e gar di n g t r e comri t n;.ent   and t he cont r ol of t h e ai r r e -

con nai   s an ce uni t s of td  e Comnar.de r  
.n Chi e i of t he Nav y :

1 .
) To r.a ve t he r e connai s s an ce oper a t i on s ove  t he Nor t h Sea , t h e Ar ct i

Ocaan , and t h e h or t h   t l an t i c up t o a l i r.e i n c l urli ng t h e Or '  n ey

.
•

I s l an d s an d l ea di n   al on g t h e e as t cou-s t of En  l .ar d , at a di s t a rsce

of  ,C ce a n:i l e s f r o    t r:e c ca st , u. t o t h e 53r d l
.a

t i t udi n al degr ee

condu ct ed b y t he Nav y Gr oup Coma:an d P!cr t h vrh i ch i s t o eaipl oy t h e

r ec rn n  i s s an ce f or ces of t l-,e Comr   d er of t he Ai r r   r ces . Th e

  6t h Co= s t Ai r Gr oup sh oul
.
d b e re as s i br_ed t o t h e l at t e r f o r t h i

.
d

pu r p os e . Tr  i s   r ouU ha d be en as s i   ed t o t rie Cot  an d er i n Chi e f
 

of t he Luf t x a f f e , su bj e ct t o r ecal l , at t h e o c ca s i on of t he 11';.e s e

man euve r .

2 .
) To l:ave ' ' h e r e c on na i s s an ce oFe r Gt i ons over .

t h e s ea  <:r e a so ut h of

tkle ]i n e Cap e Cl e ar - La  d ' s Fr d , over t he B  p of Bi s cay and t h

c ea ar ea V.e s t of t  ,e l at t er con duc t ed by t he raav f Gr oup Co  :and

  Ie st an d t o re a
.n

f or c e , i o r t h i s pur p o s e , t F,e f:Uat r: Coa s t ;  i r Gr ou

st a t i oned at Br e s t b y t h e Lon   i  r::r   ,e
 ?econna si ^s an ce Squ ad r on

2/ l 06 at pr e s en t conu ,i t i ed i n s e a r es cue ope r 4ta .on s i n t t-ie Chan ne

ar e a .

3 .
) To h av e t he r e co r_  ai s s an ce op er a i.i ons over t he n av a l b as e s at t h e
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_
i _;___   

. .
. , '     :r_ , .e ^ t c a  : ct o  r F n , 

'
_  :r   ;

, o v er t l  e c G-  =LU-   i l e   t r   p: .o  t r. _. ..

 :  c;r.  ; t i:e e  : -t cowct  .c  .e i 1   ° ov er t i
.e s ea ..r e •  s o f t il e S .:

i nt

  ( A   J P
.

 
.
r •i V

  : S; .
n r:e 1 , t . .c

T  .   :: '̀ e  ' , .::r la t .l .e ' :or t r: e r
lLli   . i Et.L .  'i o r ?S1 l ,i  .  

i; -  t .}-. - r ec ann ai     an ce i o ~c e  - o  t }-.e Col-: :: c:.de r i r: C1-:i e f of t he

Lu Et •; uf   'e .

T'r:e  •e  .  GI1S :  i
_ve:r  t    t } .e

P?:_vGl " t   f f t or t 'r.a   a 3 eL  nd s   .r e

t :
. ,

t t î_  r e conl  a i  •  <:r ce over i P:c ,, r   vi ous -  ;;  .:e r.t
i on ed , e c a r c  ;c

•
i   o  _  .: t i cu l ::r i r..l o r t   r :ce f a r ;. ::J  c cr!.  u ct of t lie y l ar::  e    1i -

ve r    
.or_ o. ,e r -:t . '_ c;n    .:.  

' , on t r;e ot 'r:e r r.ur,d , f or t r:e o  .er :.{t
i ons

cor:_'  ict ed   b y   t  ':. r..:  r i
.ne s :::r : :{ a   v ,__-   .    :r f   c e f or ee s f r or.l ba s Qs

, •-ir_
?': J ^t :  T•c.nce • .- . .

i :, ct t ..e e r:  .  ;, .:  _:r c i_ s
t y,  r .

i r .e   n d t c:nt t ne

. c uh::  .:c
t   .n u con zr c l of t r:e s e r ecol:r  ai  -  an ce oi er   t i on4 r..u.•  t be

- , -
    -, .,,   , . . _,  o!:  i t  Le f o r t :ne s c :: i:    r f re i rIc

_
  ` ' i ,  . _

P t O t  
: (   , e

_ i .. .  v _
c:

•

.

 ..
i
.e ° e  :r eus .

  I n co !-.t r    c t t   t 1
_
i    ; i e  . , t 'c:e Ch i t :i o f ? r u t:  : I Ltzi t ws y i t

a f t i- c P°,_.
t i ui. -:.

1   c f e r. r e r
.r a: ,c i, Ly  l :c 7 ; G t h e v i e   , o f t i  e Co    rl -

d e r i n Ci LL c f o f t h e L t:.
f't , ., f 1'e  .:r:a c l    :

i ;.a t r   t t r:e i ra er•. ^i f i  

_ r .
„  ; :Y- , • r:    ,i n nt E,zf.   n d n e c c      i : ,:  t   r- t l :e c or.c    r.

t r   .
t i un o t  

  ' 3• u r      °   .v   .
i l a b i E i o r t i:i °   -u ?•   o c e ur:d e r   r

. e c o .:r :.:r!d c l t F.e

L t;  t   . . :%t ' :; i `i k:h Cor:;  .: n d t .o l . s•Je t t-:e s e u n i t ^ c oL  .
i t t e d  :c c o r ` i n  

t o r . l . r .
i f c r r.   : l a n . I :. ,       •t •y c t:1..--!• t t:e  .y r r e c on r   i :-s . r cc c v e r •

.
r
_',ra};1.cc1.d ui i  t 1  E    'UL-_̂ vlli l ; i rl`; :?t   e;.l Cc  ° .̀'  LUU.

l
.
d  7e :: 1.r e c

    ,-.. • , • •• t he Lt  t̀ - , .:
f f E t o av oi a t i:at

  .,,;•
t i :e Cor:::  az-:  e.r   n C:.

i   i o 
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t l_e r e conn  :i   s a r: c e n.i ^ ^i or,c  o  E r l  tl   e  _ct . ot l  e r  n d ef f i ci ent

r ec or:n   i  -    :  ce f o    c e   1 : .   
i cil e .

. t i :Gt t he
"   Cl :i c  f of t l :e i  a t i o: =   l J Gf <:n ^e   r   r c '     G s -l

.  : cc.: c.a i t :
u   ' v e t

---- ----- ---- -- --- ---------- ---  .  -
;    •e   en t

g   ''   ;;  t en o f as   i   z: i r :  ...
i r r e c o:u-  .i c   an cE i,:ru t s t o t t:e Cc  :-

  .it:  .;r cxi
r.. :r_de r _r_ Chi e f of   i.e

i ,-  vs, Le :;  -.  .  t o on l. r•i n ci Fl e . l̀ r e over

c1 1   i r r e cc ru.   i G ;  n c e   1:oui d h©t b e ; l   c ed un;3er t ne con :r ol

o f t r e Cor  -.on d e r i n Ci =i e f o f t i  e Lu i' t   ra i ' f e o n c e f o r u i l
,

h o +te v er

•

  h e ws s i .::n   :e n   o f t Y e u r .
i t s c t-:oul d LE   :   TG  .   ,o

v e r n e d b3 t r e r e ,.   ;e c Li ` „

C1  !' CL'c  '  •t clrlC@̀• .

l • • . . . . . .
 

L., S eNt cr :L;;r 1 ; 4C  ..  :r Di a r g o: t r,e   : er.r rr  c'r t 1:i Fh

Ccur  .. :n ci/ , e 'r:r i,:4eYa   r er ;  t i on c ;% 

• .
St uf f    I-   t   orr :1   ei er_s e  -r .:u :cì .

  ° e1,t e  :  er l   '4 , 

i nf or c s
Tl.e Cr.i ef of   t  e . e;=r _r, <_c::t ; ;  :.r r.t i on s   t a f f   t he

C1':: .p
f of   'tie I?a t i   i   ,

l   e f en .  e   r  =  :c:  d :   r.Y; t } e ve r t Gl z e   or t

V:i ven cy t t.e l a t t e r i r  t r:e -=.f t e:  r_o on t i.ca t i.e Ft er:r e r t oo ' : , au -

r i n  ; t Y.e can f er en c e  .i td-. t h e ca  s .cn aer s i n cr:i e f of t he  ar an ch es

oi t r:e   el s r .e c :t t od a3 , t ':.e d e ci
.:

i on t o f  :r t l:e r l::a r t   or e t r.e be -

  .r   : .n  ; oi ' t r e or e r a t i on ' !Se   :l oewe " , r. ne  u de c i ^i oc  +r i l l be t a -

  ken on 1    ep t el :ber . Tr e  .r e     r a t i ons   ,i  . 1 be cont i rrued .

1. or e ovPr , t r:e Fueii r Pr o:d e r ed t Y:e Lui   ;;   1'e t o oner   t e

ag   ?
.n   t t h e Fr i t i   h l on   - r an   e     t t er i e s f i iz nY; at t Yie   Fr e.z cYi
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. T}:e Ge or.z r   t i c n    o f t t.e   u i't ti .  :£ f e Cr

_o ul d ue s t ;  r t ed a 

 -uoi   :   t 'r_e r_ECe ^    :: j   r e ,   :r a t i or:   s e c or:; l e t E . 7:'. ie ::i . r at t e,c
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<;   :i r.  -
t Lon { or. a r e t c   e f u rt  -.e , • d' r e c t e d ,-r i r  .a r i l     i  4.

i n c t

t  s •,  ;c
i ^ ..

  i_Y:o= t c. r  t f o r t r:e a   .r e i 'i 'or t   .r.d v i t   .
l t c   i . e

1   :•  a ci t d

i n cl
.a :;i r.t; t }

.e r _i l r or:d et  a i on   .
'
_'

i ,e ;      c o f ut t Gc r. ..i -  i t e as.

i, C;n  1P,::1.
Te r r or  .I;  .a   -:   '  :` ,  1   l  t : uI'  I'C  1 u   li ll.l  a i:ar L' d 5   iLOi:  Ci  iV'

r e s e r v ° :: us  
l i":Gt   ,e ar    of r r e s s u7•c îr .d no t  ; et      c o n  auc   ed .

•
t'1,o r, t i : e i ri ' u i r ;;  o f t i::. C'r.i ei  c f t Y:e i    t i   nd l De f e r, ce

  r  :n ci   =:uo t, t t Y
.e ;: r o Lc.:L'y C: f'u i    i_c•r u e v i_:i c . :r  e r  t t 'r_c C'ru .e

  ' o l   i
.e

` e :il •rr.;: c }:t     e ,, _zt i o n c   t   ,f f c e c i   r e s ;,i_2 t t }: e r uch r er  -e e c..e
d t u

:
. _v e t el

.e r. ,  :  e , .r
l ,   u   c r.

1     : ,  t   r..
bF,  , t h e de c i ci on t o c  1

.
1 of f

cr:t i r e l  r t i .e c ,  e r   .
t i on '  a c l      ..e '    u t t l . c r: r_:ad e L' , t:.L:' I:.

1 I'!  t 0

- ;.o  t .; one l.i _c o; er  .   i on . l i i   rc t ar:  '
_n r.o „- ;j t h  a t l; e Fue<:re r i n-

t t r.d  - t o i'cr c e t }
.e o; er ::t i ;; r:       i  t,rl e   c t l. e ; rere c:ui ci t e t or

.1
t ; (

r
' V : : '

_1
1
.
i C t

 
t   l t  .   LL r c e u r   r P f : L : C J  

 
1 -   : " Le :r .;c   '  ev e .i • Ui! t lle cor.t r   r

  n  ,  cr o    i r_̀ ; of t r.e ; i. - l. r.e1   r ou    bE   <<k F:n i r:t c c orl  i    er   .t '_ cr_

 .;n
l     t o  - t r i }ce t i:e cau  de ` r ace    .

t 11r: :1 :1 _d   yr e :d3  }-.e  :vi l ;  u  t t e

r e d   i   '   : 1 T' $ t t  i Cr: ^ .
i   t   r t f i '    . i t E"11 :i C:OGc ] .

G1 1 1 t   '  
}', Oti     V e T'  

t 1i E,' l  :O-

r   l I r r ^  ur e cn t he   r i t i ch   :,oul  l Le f urt r er ,i nt en si f i e3 r: T t he

cont i r.u  t :i on c f t  .e i.:r e; er a t i on :  . On t }:e ot Y.er r,::nd , t i:e    i t r dr   -

  .  1 ev e:: of c.n  :1 1 oi er. ent ° of t i.e ^hi L . 
i nF rpace coneent r   t e i i n

t t-:e Ch  nne   Lort s canr,ot Ge conce .wed   r:d   :o  .l d t }.u.  r e  , uce t r e

_;s y c}:ol o, i e   .1 ef f ec t of t l  e e.i r wc;r ,
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_
_ _

_

•

/

A f ar mor e i mpor t ant se ca adar y r esul t of t he conc n t r$t i on of

f orces f or t he operati on   Se el oewe » i s t he f act t hat t h® Bri t i sh si r

f or ces ar e at t ract ed by t hi s concent rat i on t o t he Chann6l port g and

woul d t hus be exposed t o at t acks by f r i endl y f i ght er ai rcraf t under

cond  t3 ana f av orabl e f or t he l at t er . Tf t er al l , t ae comrai t   ant of t he

bomber uni t s agai nat the C Rannel port s neces sari l y r educe t he ene my 

n3.ght operat i ona ooer Germany, wfi i.ch wi l l have a f av orabl e ef f ect an

, the moral of the German population.

The Chi ef of t he Wahrmacht Operat i ona St af f caut i orus t het shi ppi a
  _     __  

space that mig} t no longer be needed mugt soon be plaaed at the disp

  ampl e
sal , of t he Group aXI t o r ei nf c r ce t he supp] y   of   ar r  r aad t b,at   use

pro vi ded by  
shoiil  d be made of t he t r ansport space   t he shi ps ret urni ng fr am t he

Channel port s .
-

As a r esul t of a sugge st i on rnade by t he Chi ef of th e Nati onal
- _____________.._______

Def ens e Branch , t he s  i pul at i on t hat t he measure s nece ssary f or co 
  _ ________.._  

aspi c nage and dec ept i on purp ose s are t o be i nt ensi.f i ed , i s i nchvded

i n t he out l i ne of aa order whi ch was prepar ed by t h e   eh  acht Ope,ra

,
t i ons St af f and i s t o make l  o +m t he ne  r deci si ons of t h® Fti iehr er t o

,
t he bran ches of t h e Wehrmacht .

c................  

19 Sept  mber 191,0 War Di ar y vf t he   ehrmacht Hi gh

  Coomnarrl /   ieh cmach.t Operat 3ori a

St af f/ ATat3 coi l . Def euee Braach,
 

l q Sept embeor. 19  0
. -  
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The Fuehr er has or der ed :
_  _..__

,
l . ) The concent r at i on movemen t s of t he t r  .nspor t f l e et  rhi ch have not

yet been compl et ed wi l l be st opped .

2 .
} The co nc en t r a t i

.on s of sh i p s i n t he l a un chi ng por t s -rr  .
l l be di s -

p er s ed t o r edu ce l os Ges of s h i ppi n g s pace du e t o en emy ai r a t t a ck

t o a mi.n3
.mum. Thi s di sp er si on wi 11 be ef f e ct ed i n a manner i n s u -

r i ng t h a t t h e p er i od of S -  ia y rr,i nus 10 d ay s •r ri l l r er,:ai n s uf f i ci en

f o r r e - con cen t r a t i ng t h e sh i pp i n g s L ace i n d ue t i .a ,e i n t he l aun -•

ch i ng ba s e s pr ovi d ed we:.t Yier co ndi t i on s a r e f avor ab i e f o r s u ch

action.

3.
) The 10 steam hips of the Norway route intended for e ployment in

t h e oper a t i on "FIer b s t r ai s e n ( a ut un n t r i p ) n°i 11 b e r ea s s i   ed t h ei

usual missions until further orders an d 6 further steamships in-

•
t end ed f o r emr  l o n t i n t h e o   er a t i on 'L e e l oewe " v i l l b e wi t ` -. Y  p A

d r awn i n p ha s es an d i n con sp i cu ou s l y and wi l l b e amp l oy ed t o s p eed

up t h e s upl.l y of t he Gr o up XXI unt i l f ur t he r n ot i ce .

.
k .

) Th e an t i ai r cr a f t de f en s e 9 i n t r e l aun chi n g ba s es wLl l be s t r en g-

t h en ed t o t h e u t lr os t p os   i bl e ext en t .

Th e hi gh command s of t he br an ch e s o f t h e V;ehr ma ch t wi 11 be i nf o r med

eor r e s p ond i n g  y by a di r ec t i ire of t he Chi e f of t h e  , ehr ma ch t Hi ah

Command .

(
.............

)

23 Sept enb er 1 91  C .';a r Di a r y of t h e V;ehr n a ch t Hi gh
- - -  __  .r     ___ _ __  _  _       _

Command/ 't.e Y r n  cch t Oper a t i on s St a f

•   - - w .   - - . . . .   - . . . . - - - -
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Nat i onal De f ease 8raach, 23
_. ._____

Sept   beoc 1944

The Chi,ef of t he Nat i ona7. Def ense Branch subn i.t s t o t he Cbi.ef af
r r - - . . r     . . r -     . . .   . .   -   M ... . . w     r r r  

t he  Yehrmacht Hi gb. Cae  nd and t he Chi ef of tbe  rehrmacht Qperat i v  s
_____.__._.._         _ __..__.  _______.____.  .
9t af f  
  a ro  c a r eport o,n t he t r i p he t ook f rom 18 t o 21 Sept ember t o  2ie  
_._.__ 

het her l anda, Bal g .um, and Nort h France .

I t was t he puTp ose of t he t ri p t a get an i mmedi at e i mpr es si oa of

•
t he progress of t he pr epar at i ons f or t he operat i on   eel oewe n a  of

t he success of t he a  .r war . He vi si t ed t he   iehrmacht Commander Net h-

er l ands i n D  Haag, t he Si xt eeat h Army Headquart er s i n Tour coi ng,

t he co  nar d post of t he 9 econd Ai r Fl eet near Cal ai  s , as wel l as t he

. , .
Ni nt h Army Head quar t er s i n Li mesy nor t h of Rouen and i nspect ed t he

• port s of Rot t erdaa , Antwe rp, Cel ai s , Boul ogn e , aud Le Havre .

The prepar at i ons f or t he operat i on nSeel oewe   have not yet been

1
compl et ed whi ch appli es al s o t o t hose meas btres not i mpai red by er emy

i nt er f erence . Tr i s i s t he cons equence of bel at ed dec i si ons on nu  ue-
.  

t oucr. i ng t he t hr ee '
open c uest i ons     t bran ches of t he    ehrmacbt . The   y

 
  a.gh

Cou nand has  :,ut -  wi t h t he res t ri ct i ons i mposed on i t s ori   .nal

pl aa . The a i at eent h and ai nt h Armi es conduct i nt ensi ve t rai.ning aad

• exer ci se s i n pr eparat i oa f or t he operat i on   S eel oe  ,re   i n t he course

of  whi ch, however , t he t rai ni ng i n vari ous l andi ng maneuver s w rs

somet i  es st i l l ,
i n i t s i r 3.t i a1 st age . The st af f s of bot h Os mi .®s i n t

. .
zone of t he i nt eri or have been est abl i shed i n t be pl anned f orra.

- - -     -
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  .

ins ected
I n t he por t s;   t h e r e we r e 1-iea vy con cent r a t i o n s of s hi  s and

,
b ar ge s . Sc  et i mes , s hi p s and 1̀,ar ge s  ne r e a cc a aod at ed i n   e ct i ons o f t h e

por t s  rhi ch vyer e n ot co ver ed ag ai n s t ob se r va t i on an d s ab ot a ge c y t he

l ocal i r Y:ab i t a:zt s . I n n e ar by ti  ar elious e s ,
l a r ge c  uant i t i e s of amr uui t i on

an d ot h er :  ehr   a cYit e+-,ui pmen t Y,e r e of t en s t or ed . onl y r ar t s of t hi s

. ma t e r i a l was a c t ual l y i nt en d e  i f or u s e i n t hie oNer dt i on   Se e l o   e r  . To

av oi d f ur t r:e r l o s s e s i t woul d be n ec es s a r y t o d i s per s e t h e s e con c en t r a -

i
t i on s whi ch vroul d be p o s s i bl e i r. r •ost ol t h e po r t s .

I f t he condu c t of t h e op er a t i on i s st i ll a ct u al l y t r isen i
.n

t o con

si d e r a t i on , t he f ur t h er p r e r a r a t i an s f or t l:e t r an s p or t a t i on of t l- e r.:at a

r i al an d t h e t r oop s s h oul d be ad
,j u5t e ' t o t he di sp er s ed ar  cr:or aag es , si n

' a n v r e con cen t r a t i on of t he sr i pp i n g s pace f or e  :b ar k a t i an p ur p os e s w oul d

i nvol ve t h e s     ie d an ger f or t l-.e sh i p s as    e   ,l , a s f or t h e t r oop s and t he
•

e c;ui f   en t . The t i me- s c hedu l e r.i t r.er t o   13nn ed f or emb ar k at i on , b e ;i rli  .
i n  

of t l ie n::ov Nruen t s , an d r e  ;di n e Gs f or i    ed; at e a c t i on s l.oul d be r ecun   i -

d Er ed
, s i n ce i n   n t wer p , f o r i n Gt  an ce , t i: e c•e  i nni n g of t :.e eu bBr kSt i

had be eti
 

, b e cau ^a o f t l e snr,al
.l nurnt  er of t ow- bo at s av a   .l .a

bl e _ .s we11 ds of

t r:e s l ui
.ce ar.d r av i ba bl e   a t er cor  li t i ons , s ched ul ed t  e t   ce pl a c e a s

•
  d a t e a t whi ch t l: e s t:i _

ns s llo .l d
ear   y as c" da ys pr i o r t o S   ay a:zd t h e

for
put out t o s ea r_ad be en s e t       .ay s j •+2 or t o S - d ay

. Th e r  op ul at i on

of t he r a_r b or ci t i e s su f f er s f r or  _ t h e a i r r : i d s p r ovo k ed b y t he cmn cen -

t r a t i ons of s r.i p;  i rio sp a   ev er. t t-:ough t r:e an t i  
.r cr af t ar t i l i er y   ca

de f en s e s v;e r e d e si gr.a t ed a s su f f i c i en t b ; t he comm,and s st a f f s .
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I t n ad n ot bc -  n ut; t i l 1;  Se,c 
t e :.

bex , }  ::i c li 1• : d b eer  or,l y t Y:a

d a   s b e f o r e t h e e ar l i e Gt p; s si i.i e t   r   ;; t d  a e f o r t r.e l ar  l i r.  , t t .at
 

  h e   e c on c? "
.
i r Fl e et h a d h e l d Y,a c i c c o n f e r e n c e s on t h e c o n  i t ;  e n t of

t iie VI I I  
.
i r Co r F s a nd o n n u r  e r o u s c t r

_e r ,_,u e s t i on s . TYie s e c on f e r e n c e s

h a d b e en Y e l d  ..i t r: t    e S i h-t e e ra l   :; r r: y ar.d t lse   t h  n i r Di v i   i on .
Tr e

VI I I ' ,
i r Co r r,   ;,a n s u ;  .  ;or t on 1 ;;- b o t Y  t l

.e c o i•1. s o f t   , e Si x t e e r,t h ;   ny

r+t t h e f r c n t . C  ;i n g t c t 'r.e   a x•  e e   -t cn   i o n of   Y.e i 'r o n t , wi:i c h ar-a.o tu zt

•

t 0 ' > l:   - r ' ' c  ,- _ ._.
G   .

l omet Cr ,, , t r  :,l r . u   j or t c;:.;n
be ; .r ovl d ed or.l 3  on a ti .r;.l l s c

l e . m1-e r:eu t r  :-  i z;  t i or. o f t h e f l .ank  at Dover an d Dun ;,an e s s   .G i .e  ? a,.

t .  :e r.:i C  i on s ,  ee  , o var e7 ec     t er r i t or y   oul d have t o be ac c o  :  l i s hed

'  ,   ot r
.er t .r:i_

t   .

I n c:, r:r.cc t i on    i t l . t  _ i    iu e -t i o:i , t he Cera .an di r." Ge ne r   l of t 'tc

• VI I I ";i r Cor   s Q1,4;;  e s t ed t h a , i f p os   i bl e , a*  l y on e  u r :    co r    s be

  h i .-r ed   c r o  -•- t r o Cr:ar r:el i rl t l:e i r i .t
i  1 nt a   e t o rl. :ke i t ;: o  ° i '   :i e

t o l r ovi de Ct r on   er ai r s uY   or t f o r t }.i s cc "F s . T1-:e Ctu.2f of t h e Luf t

.
 ua f f e Gene r a l   t a f f   rl-:o at t en l ed t hi s con f es en ce a ;r c ec  t o t t ti s su   -

P ̀ a t i on -.
1 Def en   e   r ar.cY:

 ;e   t  
. or    I-:e ( i he Cr;i a f of t f,e  

, i  o  ;ev ez-,  .o
i r  -

t ed out t h a t f or c es  ±9 Gt r on  :    i o   s i.t  i e ^t.oul d be chi r  . ed  .i t h t Yle

i i r   t ti:r;v e i t : vi E  . of t r:e er:e :  y  'l eet e.r:3 t i e n ot i or. uf t l:e s ea  :r;' ch

c  ,r,::et be f or e   e en  .rid t 'r:  t t h e   r.t er    , l s rlece s swr :  l y c au  ;ea bf t he

cou  .
i t r._en t of t .Y:e Luf t rru£ f e  ro ul d r:e cec   i t a t E t he sl: i  a; i.u   o f co:::c at -

f r o  t l ,e vEr y ou t a e t of t  Y: ::ef : i ci er.t   r r.;;y  el emen t s z: c r o ° s t 'r:e Ciwx:::el    
.
  ,  ; :  } ,  ,  

.r  

o   e r a t i or..
st#.    r   ;.   
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y f t er t ha.t , t he sug  ,e st i on mad e by Gene r a l von Ri cht l-iof en was

n ot con si d ex ed an     .  _or e .

Fur t h cr mor e , i t wa s d e c3 d ed af t er a l en gt hy di s cus   faon t rlat t he.

smoke ef f ec t pr odu c ed b y a i r f or ce s sho ul d be f or eg on e i n f av or of

an ex  l o si
.v e e f f e c t .   :c 

1ud ed f r om t hi s d e ci s i on sh ou l d be t Y e re c on-

n a .Gs an c e s qu ad r   tsl whi ch a r e t o F:r o  u ce srr:ak e s cr een s over t he Chan -

ne l .

  The maj or par t of t he 7t h ;i i r Di vi s i on i s t o be comr.
i t t ed   .ead o

t he r i   t  vi n g of t he S i xt eent h Ar my on S -  iay at dawn i n or d er t o t ak e

t he Dov n s . The r emai ni n g el emen   t s sr  oul d b e con  z t t ed i n t he ar ea of

Fol k e s t on e on S - das   l u s 1 day ,

' The r.u .s   i onyl of Fr ovi di n g cl os e s upp or t t o t he Ni nt h Ar my cyoul d

b e 2 5S1Q1ed t 0 t he I Ai r Corp s .
 

A4 re ar ds t he i nt en si f i ed ai r war a ¢ai ns t   n  and t he ai r f i el dsg o    

i n t he coaa t a l dr ea ar e exc el l en t l y f i t t ed out and camouQ ag ed . The

Co  .an de r i n Chi ef of t he Se c on d Ai r Fl ee t an d r i s Chi ef of St a f f

compl ai n ed abou t t Y.e cont i n u ou.  l y bad    e a t Y.er whi ch ag ai n and ag a n

n ece s s i t ut ed t h e pos t p on  e n t of t h e comr  i t men t of s t r on g uni t s . S ven

n od  , di f f i cul t i eg aeem t o b e er.c oun t ei•ed i n t he c oor t3i n a t ed a e t i on of

  f i gh t e r an d b amb er uni t s .

The Cr3.e f of St a f f , Gen er a l l eu t r:an t   p e i d e l , mad e t h e f ol l owi ng

. h ad t ak en
comrnen t on t he cot;r s e t h e ope r a t i on s k mt  s of ar :

The out s t andin g f ea t ur e of t r.e i ni t i al pha se was t he d est r uct i or.
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i: Lor :  e r r_i r ce   : t t t: e oti  i ri or_

, .3i f i er    i del f . Ti,e f o r r..e r a.
i r at t Gcl:e i n Lcc on , Ger.er a l  . enni n  er , 

e   t i ,  n t e c t t.i ^ nun.a c r r- t a i;out ot ,i  e.r:       a1d s t   ,a t h e 3 r i t l si: l .av e

  of ar l i ni t ed t Y e s c ope of t 'r. r::i i,   :al:;Ler  :c t i on be cau s e t t:e3  r e s er ve

•
;,: e r.r    -s e  b or_

 oer cor,J i t men t f o r tl ,e ea   ec t ed cl i ^,ax of t r. e :i r   a r

du r i ny: a Ge r l:: :.r: l arid in   . i 'he  ' olr.Ii.an d er i n Cr:i t f of t rie Se c ond  ,i r   `

Fl e e t , r,o  .e ve r , u out  t   t t_a t s u ch ^t r or.  b or.:b er f or c es a c t u :.l
l y e   .

i s t

T  F  corl_e r e r  ces   i t h t t .e
  ,̀e t.r rr, :cr.t Coti  .  rld er I : at h e r    :r:d s r ave   l .ed

t r:a t t n e c ooF,e r a t i on rvi t r_ tr .e
? es ch   s Co    i r s ' on er • nas s e.t i s f ,=.e t ur y

f u L1 r e     cc t
an d t i  a f ,  u t u :1 a  r cec en t e      t ed i n x     t o d e ci si ve   .r obl :.ms .

'

'   'l  e ac corr:od a t i cn of L'r e  u i t s st Gt :  on ed i n t he P :et h er l and s i s uno b-

j e ct i
.or:=  t l e , ai r r ;.i d I  r ot e ct i or. f or t r oop s arid a i r zi el ds i s i r_sur ad

i 'r:e Dut cl-: r e cor.r t r uc t i on   er   i ce ur,l e r t l :e cont r o l of a   p e ci a l er: -

dismantling
` i n ee r s t   .f f of t r,e   ,rn  y i s   ai

.n
l   ' cri:pl oyed f or t   _e     o f

t r e f or r_ e r f a r t i f :
_ca t i on i ir .e s of t t:e I j s s e i an d Gr   be Ri ver s . The

r e  •r v a t e r Li n e ti . i l l t e pr e s e r ve d i or t he t i n e b ei n ; .   t t en pt s t o

u s e , by erLpl c     ng i.  Fr ovi zed me nn s , f or t r e   s es  ni t h t i:ei r f r ont s

t   ,o r d s t  :e ::e   t , hav e  : e en un s u c ces s f ul . l Y.e t r ai f i c cond:
.
t i on s on

t  -Ie cana l
.., ar e ,;e l l r e   ;ul a t ed ; t r:e r oad dn d r di l y as  t r a f Yi c , r.owev er
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2  Sept e  ber 191 0 War Di ar y of t he i  ehr macr.t
        - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

  I-3i g  . Cvm and/ ti+ehr macht Oper a-
- -   _.  .r .  - - - - - - - -

t i ons St af f f Na t i onal Def ense

-
Br anch , 25 Sept ember 191 0
.   - - .   M - -   . . - - - r   - -   - -

I n t Y:e a f t e r n ocn ,
,

    c  ' d u r i n g hi s f 
.r s t v er b al r ep ar  t a f t e r hi s

r e t ur n f r o n hi s t r i p   sat t o t h e oc cu pi ed we s t e r n t e r r i t or i e s and a s ub

s equ en t i h n es s t h e Chi e f of t h e Na t i ona l Def en s e Br an ch a s ks   he Ct i

_ w   _    _____    _ 
i

of t he U, ehr ma cht ODe r at i on s St  f f f or a gen er a l i mf ormat i on on t he mi

- - - -   .  _   __.____    ..._, ,
t ar y ' -   :ol i t i cal si t uat i on , par t i cul ar l y r egar di ng t he s i -

t uat i on i n t he b:edi t er ra nean ar.d in 'dJes t Af r i ca . The Cr.i ef of t he
•     _

 r.ehr . na cht Oper at i on s St af f t erres tYle over al l si t ua t i on un s t abl e .
_  ..._.  __.....  ...    ______ 

I n par t i cul a r , t he n uu.e r o u s di p l omat i c t a1
.
k s h el d l a s t we ek ha ve n ot

yet brought definite results.

!
Th e c   onf er e n ce s v.i t Y, t he Span i s h L'i n i 4t e r of t r=e I nt er i or ,

.
  eEr  : n o Suner had b r ou ght s a t i s s"a ct or 3  r es ul t s . Thes e cor,f er e n ce s ,

whi ch v:o ul d
ho :ev er , r .a

i r.l y deal t v+i t h g en e r dl p oli t i cal ques t i on s

r es ul t f r or i   pain ' s p a r t i c i _ at i on i n t he war .   :s f a r ac I-ie !-;.neV+,

qu est i or s d i r e c  l y r e l dt ed t o t h e eomb i
.
i ed i +a r f ar e ti e r e n ot    e t di s cus

s e  . Con 9ec uent l y , t h e b a s i a f or a cl os e rLi li t a r a  co oFer a t i on u -i t h

  oai n and I tz l y i n t he   edi t e r r an e an doe.  n ot ye t exi st .

The conf er ences of t Y e Rei ch   s For ei gr-1 I:_
i ni st er i n Ro  e wer e

e  cl us i vel  T or , at l eas t , mai r,l .y concer ned  -i t h t he i   .ne ±rt concl u-

si on of t he Ger r„an I t c.l i an -zJapanese   ;i l i t ar y and f  i   rr lsh i p t r eat y.
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i
.

I n ad i i t i on , t h a qa est i ons of t he weKf ar e i n •t he l edi t er r an

n us t , i r vi e  of t he r ec ent devel o  nent , be consi der ed in cl ose con

nect i on v i t h t he event s in    e st a f r i ca (D  ar ) . He ( t r.e Chi ef of t h

 ' ehr macht Oper at i ons St a f f ; 1-,a s cof ar avai l ed hi    -el f of ever y op-

' concer t
p or t un i t g i n   r  t h t he Cr:i e  ' of t r

.e
Nat i ana l

.
De f en set

Br an ch t o convi n ce t h e Fu eh re r of t he f ar - r ea chi ng p os ^i bi l i t i es

i n vo l v ed i n t kle e    l oi t a t i on
    x                 t  t of t he c omruon Ger man an d Fr en cri i nt er es t s

" ira s 
rc gar di r  t he war f dr e aga i n st Engl an d   hi ch   t h e Pr ed omi r a t i ng

con eer n .   +r  .1e t Y_e
Fuehr e r i n rci s cl eci Gi on t o r e l e ac e Fr e.n eh f or c es

f o r t r_e r ep ul s i on of Br i t i sh at t a c a aga i n s t Dak ar ex c l ud ed , f o l l o -

vd.n g t he ad vi c e of t he Rei cY. ' s For ei   3 i ni
.s

t e r , t he Fr en c h n av al

again
f or ce s s t a t i oned a t Toul an t h us e ;.  - r e s s i ng  ̀hi s l a ck of f ai t h i n t he

Fr en ch i nt ent i ons , he n oYr 9e eis t o be ,
i n t o chan ge hi s a i r d . I t

•

, r  .us t b e r e 3l
.
i zed , h owev er , t r:at s u ch a cY .an ge of mi

..nd v o ul d i n vol v e

a cawpl e t e cha nge of t h e t he b a s i c cor,ce ; t s or. t h e f uz t   :e r cond u ct

an d t he oUj e c t i ves of t r:e war . above a l l , t he di f f i cul t i e s s houl d

n ot be mi s ,
°: .zdged wh i c h   .oul d be ca us ed b;    t I t dl y an d Spa i

.n as t he

al.l
i ed na t i on s wi t h t r:e   r e at e ct i n t e r e s t i n t he de t ac l-,   en t of t he

  

Fr en ch p os s es s i on s f r om Fr an ce .

  The en ga geme nt of Fr an ce i n t he war f ar e ag ai r  t Er.gl an d ,

however,  vould doubtless ina lve new   os ibilities of considerable

ex t en t .   t t h e s a ule t i II  e , su ch an er.ga  en.e nt woul d bz t h e be s t co

t er sr.ea s ur e ag ai n s t t tie ext en si on of t he Br i t i s h i nf l uen ce t o h or t h

a f r i c a .
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Cons e cuer.t i ` , Y _e
  t Y:e C1•Li e f c f t 'r.e

; .e ilr   .  c}a "urerat i ons   t a f f )

 f ur t  .  r
de er;   i t e sa r ea el y i r- L  c r t r,r ;t t o  i n ;'  ue e ce t l e FueY;rer i n t hi

.s s a  s e .

I , en t i on v:ac <:w e a ay   _ad c of t i-;e Fuers e r ' s i nt ent i on t o conf er ::i t h t Y-i

f orr  er Frenc l: c. ;U:a c . 3or i r: 5er l i n , .
r ranc oi s Foncet , ar.  t o ciol d a

  oli cy
me et i n   vri t l: 1.'a+r Gnal F'et   i n . Such a cr: :r,   e of

_ • , ho'  e ver ,

v.o ul ,l d out t l e   ^   e ,  r ec     ed • .;;'  : c cnf e r ence   i t t  t r:e Duce .

Tr:e Ch :
.e

f o f t he I  a t i onal
. Def er,s e   r anc'r: de cl   .r es t s  dt i   i s r.ow

• r:o l on   cr r_e c e s   cr   l f or h  ta ° uLr. 
d t c onc cr:t s ar:  cu  e ct i or.G r z  ,ar-

  n1; t i: e s -.r. ` ot ;;e c t i ve . Fe   =r ea   ;;  c r  -3ez•ed t o ,r r a;=r_:r r :   ^urc   ;  of

t l:e F  ,-   1i     o:-i t i ac: of t : :e   'r    :i c i . _   _ ce    ;nd of t t.e ,,, :;:.  .uni ca t i on 

r c u  e ^ '  ,c t l re e n I' cr t i:  .:.!;:
  • E .̂

t '
.
f T"'i CL'.

t e0    0 4 '' ed   :  f
_ ,, •̀ t C :::S1 C 7"   c.a -

r y al
.

I n _:
d : i t i or. , t :  : ^ t u :1  Y o c'  t l_ : . .

t i  -1-.
; .

i c I    
.   r:;  c ; .r e l,  :r e d b     t :  e

r I-':
' t-'.

j
.
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t o t h e Cl:i t f of t r e  i.ei r ma cr t O  e r   t i on   t af f t h e r ea s ons f o r

v.'ri ch t Y:e r av al O;  er at i ons St af f a t t a che a   r e a t i :Tp or t an ce t o

a e r i al   el i v er ed
aA ;  l e s t po   --i b l e us e of   ai r.e s .  

h avi n   d eve l of:ed a r ,e an s f o r s weep i r 
    -ie Er i t i sh i  nk m  .  e t i c

rrs n es , a r.e r: t y p e of i   -ii t i on 1v y 11 b e er,.pl oy[e d f r or  r.o t  or , whi ch

hol d  out a j r os ,  ec t a : r os   ec t f o r a   r e a t e f f ect . For t Li s r ea -

  on ae i2  :1 - d el i v er ed B i r.ec az•e t o b e e   pl oyed on a l ar ge - s c al e

f or t i i   new t gpe
  ' be f ore t rie er.emy f i nds a nevr s rree  i ng means

of i   ni ,d   cn . .

Th e fi aval Op er at i on s Br an ch con s i d er s st ead i l y i r.t en s i f i ed

, i n e - l ay ir :  o   e   t i on s an ef f ec t i v e s u     l e  -:en t a t i on of t he  :i r ti .ar

a  a i r.s t t r:e en ecr,y p or t s andof t Y .e s ubmar i n e war f a r e . For t 'r i s r e a

son
, t Y_e

P' av a l Op er a t i on s '' t a f f t ',.i .̂k s i t ad vi s ab "! e t o co  i t t he

_
corr p a r a t i vel ;; s  .al l n uu be r of   i r c r ; f t s u i t ab l e f or ni n e - ]

..  .y
i r.   

oper a t i ons r.i t h t h ei r s p eci ul i s t L er s or.r:el ( S t h Ai r  7 i vi s i on )

oa l y f or t r.i s pur p c s e an d t o a s s i   ;n
  t l.e Lom ai n   rrs  •s i on s t o t h e

u:a j or p ar t of t r  e bol! :  er uiL t s . Z l:e I';ava.l C  ,er a t i on s S t a f f  r ' -

t a i ns i t ^ r i   t t o p ar t i ci    at e i n t h e a er i z.l -Qi ni ng o  er at i on s

'c `  ad voca t i ng t h i s t y r e of co  t a:ent .

Th e ef f e c t s   r odu ced b   r t h  ae r i a l - d e l i ver ed ni n e s  .'rlen us e

  b omb a ar e i m  a i r ed b;r t Y:e f uc t t ha t t h e mi n e c czn be dr opp ed

onl y Yri t h par a ch ut e s . Th e l at t e r i s ea s i l y cau  tit uh en ev er t h e a.i

ne i s dr opped on b ui   i - up ar e as t hus p r e ven t i n g t l  e ni me f r on; d e t

i n t ac t
na t i n g . The rr;i n e i s t hus f ound  by t h e en eu  ; .

t h i s riap t e ned al r e a3
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;

and i s ab ro l ut el 3T undes i.r a kal .e .

The Ch 
.e f of bY:e  '; ehr   a cht Oper a t i on s St af f s er v e s n ot i c e t h at t he

Fuahr e r ha s r:i t h er t o p l an n ed t o en: a o y aeY i al - de l i ver ed mi n e s a t

  a l at er d t t e . Now, h ori ever , r.e on  er ed t r.e i nn.edi a t e emp l oymen t

of s uc h ni n e s , s i n ce a er i al - d e l   i ver ed ni n e s wi t,  i t he n en t yp e of

f u ze (Fab )  r e r e al r e ad y dr up;  ed . I t i s t o b e as ce r t Gi n ed wr e t h er

they wre already dropped on London (the Naval Operations  'taff

•
had urgently requestod that they not be dropped on thdt city; tr e

Lu ft v af f e r ep or t s up on i n q ui r 'y' of  .he Cni e f of t h e Cr o up I Navy of

t Y,e Nat i ona l Def e a s e Br an ch t h at no s uch min e s wer e dr opp ed on

Lond on )
.

(
...............

)

.
1:or eover , t he Chi ef of t he Na t i onal Def ens e Br anch sub r,i t s a sur ve

•     _  __- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

o f t h e p r ogr e s s aLade i n movi ng up t r an s por t sp ac e f or t h e oper a t i o

"See l oewe '  pr epar e d by t h e Chi e f of Gr oup I Nav y of t h e Nat i onal

Def en se Br a nch . At t h i s o cc a si on , h e po i n t s out t h a t t h e or d er f or

t he b eg i n ni ng of t h e op er n t i on coul d a o a.or e b e i s s ued on 3 - da y

rr,i nu s 10 d ays as pr ovi ded f o r i n t he t i me - s c hedul e but t h at t h e

r eadi ne s s of t he b r an ch e s of t h e   ;ehr ma crit f or ac t i on has t o b e

r e s t or ed f i r s t .

(
.................

}
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I n add i t i on , t h e Chi e f of t h e Luf t waf f e Ga i e r al St a f f r eque s-

most
t ed t o count er ac t ' en er ge t i cal l y t he r umor s ci r cul at i ng i n Eer ]i n.

' i ndi cat ed
Ti e s e r urr or s   t hat t he Br i t i sh woul d i n t en si f y t h ei r ai r

war f ar e an d ex t end t h e l at t e r b y t h e u s e of ch emi ca l war f ar e agen t

an d t ha.
t Amer i c an he avy ai r c r a f t t yp e s  no u  d be empl oy ed b ef or e

long.

(
............ )

• Z 'or e over , t h e Chi e f

-
of t h e I  at i ona l Def en se Br r;n cY; men t i on s

- ..._  - - - - -

  t he Br i t i s h a i r r a i d s aga in s t t he Ch an n e l p or t a whi ct: ha d gr av e

con se quen c e s . The ef f e c t 4 of t he s e at t ack s v+er e c on si der ab l y i n -

c r ea sed by hi t s i n amr::uni t i on dump s an d t r ai ns s ome of whi ch con -

t ai ned capt t;r ed en eA:y ar.u  uni t i on . The 2i r r ai d pr o t ac t i on at t he s e

pl ac es s e e  s t,a be f u l l y i ne.d e qua t e . Tr  Chi e f of t he ti   ehr ma ch t

• - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

C p er at i on s St a ff or de r s t he s u bn:i s R' .on of a di r ec t i v e t o be i s s u ed

• bJ t he Fueh r e r . Ac cor di n g t o t h i s d -_r ec t i v e , t h e br an c'r.e s of t h e

  (ehr r, a cht v z h ha v e t o t ake i
. ,medi at e me as u r e s t o obvi at e su ch   ,r a

ve con s ec,uen c es of en er  y ai r r  a i d s .

The Chi e f of t he ATa t i ona l Def en s e F  r an ch th en br oa ci:e s a g ai n

t h e cu e st i on of t he i n f or nwt i on of t h e Arr,er i can mi l i t a r y at t a c Y:è s

i n Eer l i n . TY:e d eci si on j u st niad e b y t Yie Chi e f of t l-ie ti' :eh r ma ch t

Eii   Comn:an d i n con f or man ce wi t h t he vi ews of t h e Ar my an d Lu f t̀ wa f

f e Fii g,h Comrnan d s t h at t he s e a t t a ch es sh oul d be oc ca si onal l
,y

i nf o r -

n  d on t he n:i l i t a r y si t ua t i on by qua l i f i ed of f i cer s sa mi l a r t o t h e
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•

i nf o r ma t i on of t h e Ger man rri l i t ar y a t t a ch e i n  ' a   hi n g t on b ut

sh oul d not be p er n,i t t ed i  t o vi s i t t ha f r ont    oul d , i n hi s ( C't  e

of t h e  :a t i on a l Def en se Br an ch ) r ot b e s uf f i ci ent i f an y co unt e r -

pr opa   anda co nd u c t ed
  sh oul d b e   ag ai n st t h e r eL or t c s en t t o '+ya   ii n gt on b y t h

A  e r i c an lri li t a r y at t a che
s i n London . 1̀ r.er e f or e , t rie Chi ef of t he

I :ut i ona Def e n s e Br an ch su  ;   e st s a  d i n t ria t t h e at t a c  es b e g
.ven ,

by co r r es r ca  .  in   t  e a s ur e s t o be t ak en Gy t 1 e Luf t w ,f f e ,
a cY an ce t o

•   et 3n :im  e3 i a t e i L  r r e s ., i on of t t e ai r  r  r at t r. e Channe l cod st .

(
...........

)

2 Oct ober l y :+C r  ar Di ar y of t h e ; :eY:r r..a ch t
  .  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - -

r:i   ;n Co  rr,an d%:  erir r;a ch t Ooer a -

t i ons St a f f / '  a t i onal Dei en s e

  r an ch , :  Oc t ober i y ,p

•

.,

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - -

I n  .  l .et t e r t o t  +e ..eh r r.:  :cht r:i ;  -: Car::,::and f  va t i onal
. Def en s e

-dGted
'_-,' r an ch   ; ;0 S e  t elub er (C 1  e r :. t i on s Gf f i ce r 5G2,

  1,C Re s t r i c t ed Top

  e:c r at ; t he xr n y  -'.
i   h Cor na nd ( Ar m J Uen e r - :1.

Ct af f /ONer a t i on.s   r an cn )

n oi r.t G out t he cons e   u en c e s t l e r:  i n t en a:lce of t h e pr e s en t d e   r e e

of r eadi ne s s f or ac t i on i n t h e ol  er    t i on ' See l oe r,e " over ar_ e  t e  .de

,
  e r -  od of t i n:e r ou1 3 h av e f o r i h e  ;   L.y .

1 .
) T -:e n e ce   s i t J t o be  i n  ::i t h t he es.b   r i. a t i on of Lh e e c,u i  -  er. t

i  rL: :ed i at e l ;  ua on i s       .r. ce of t r e code - wor d or der a f t e r r;a vi ng

r e cei ved U vr  r r:i r!  o.  :i e r 10 da  , s   S  :e f o r e r equ i r es t h e av ai 4
.a

t  

l i t y oi co n si d er abl e i e r c es and e clui l r:_ent in t he i.  e di a t e vi c:i r

t 5T of t t: e p or t   .
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Chi ef of t he Y ehr macht C±per at i ons St af f ( . . . . . . . . . )He t hen gave

  _     __ _    ________. 

t he f ol l o ni ng i nf ors at i on :

The Fuel: r e r do e s n ot a t a l l ap pr w e of t h e I t al i an ac t i on ag ai ns t

Gr e e ce an d c on si d er s t r.e pr o sp e ct of t h i s a c t i on f or s u cc es s as

n eg a t i ve i n ev er y re s p ec t . Con s equen t l y , he has l ost an y i n c l i n a -

t i on f or a cl os e mi l i t a r y co oper a t i on wi t h I t a l y . 1  ̀ i s , t h er ef or e

qu e st i onab l e wh e t her t h e p l anned comr  i t men t of Ger man t r oop s i n

 
Libia will actually be realized. A decision on this question, how

ever , wi l l n ot be t aken unt i l af t er t heCoaur.ander i n Chi e f of t he

Army t oget her v i t h Ge ner   l maj or Ri t t e r von Thoma r epor t ed t o t he

Fuehrer on 2 November and after the planned conference between th

Chi e  of t he Y'+ehr ma cht N.i gi'j C„u  and a r    'ar sh al Bado  l i o :  s t ak

pl ac e . I f i t shoul d be deci ded t o des i s t f r om a cotcr+i t  ne,nt of Ger
•

man troops in Libia,
this could, though only to a s all extent,

be cou:p en s a t ed by l a   chi ng a t r r u s t f r o  Bu l gar i a t o t h e Aegean

Se a . I r. addi t i on , t h e Fuehr e r n ov; wan t s t o car r y out t h e at t a ck

ag a i ns t Gi br  l t   i n c oor di n at ed ac t i on  ni t h Spa i n but ,
i f p os s i b

l e , n  t h out p ar t i ci pa t i on of Zt a 1
,y . Fur t h e r mor e , h e cont empl $t es

t he oc cup a  .i on of t he At l ant i c I s l an d s an d , i f n e ce   s a r y , a l s o

t ha t of P or t u ga l  

The C'r i ef of t h e ZJat i on a l Def en s e Er an c  commen t s on t he s e

plans as follows:

The i nt en t i on s f or t rie c on t i n ua t i on of t h e war d ur i n,g
t tLe
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v;i nt er a r e n ot s at i s f ac t or y . Tha i n t en si f i e a ai r war a gai ns t F,na -

l and i s con s i de r ak:l     i Q p ai .r ed by t he ian f av or abl e we a t Y:er condi -

t i on s whi ch ar e e :  ec t ed t o l a s t t hr ou  h t he wi nt e r . I n ca s e i t

wi l l be d e c i ded n ot t o cor  .
i t Ger rr an   r oo ps i n Li bi a , t h e I t al i an

of f en s i ve ag a nsi s t     pt y i l l ha r dl y l ead t o a d e ci si ve s u cce s s n o .
1

,. .vri li t h e r u ch d e   r ed r e ^t or at i on of t he s i t ua t i on i.n   he D ;edi t er r

• nean be a chi ev e l . Ti u s , t Y e I t a l.
i an b a t t l e f l eet wi l l con t i nue t o

  be t i ed up i n t he h,̀ed i t e r r ane an and   i t s a oirrni t rr en t i n t he

ht l ant i c j oi nt l y ivi t l-: t h e Ger   an :ze avy n av al f or c es   s i n s t t he

  r i t i :  h b at t l e :-r:i p s    i l l n ot be po s s i bl e .

On t Y:e o t h er h an d ,
t h e C i 

.e
f o f t h e j': e r r   a ch t Hi g h Co  an d

r
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ ...    _

d ec l a r es t : at Ger rr.an ai r 1'o r c es sr oul 3 be coir ::i t t ed      _i n st E  •p;t

=s p l an n ed . I n   di t i on ,   rh e en.p l oJ7::ent of a e r i al - d ei i ver e d 1r,i n es
•

,G  ,a
i n st   1.e     ndr i a a x  t h e Su ez - Can al i s pl anrled dn 3 t he con  i t r  en t

of di ve - b cr:   er a i r c r a f t f
.r o  Syr i a ao a i n s t t h e Br i t i sh Al e  :a nd r i a -

  und er con si d er Gt i on .
S  .ua i r on i s   d:  I t i s  a co e ;.pec t ed t ha t t Y.e f a l l of Gi br

t zr : i 11 rls v e r e per cu c   i on s on t  l e Ba s t er rr    ed i t e r r ane  ;n . Tr,e rai l i

t a r y coor e r a t i or. ti :i t h Fr : n ce v  as : .: c cu   s ed or1     i rr b r oa d out i i ne s

d u r i ng t Y ,e r.e   ot i a t i an s of t i:e Fueh   r  ,.i t h l   r s h a l I' e t a i n d.nd

For e i   n Z:, r.i s t e r Lav al .

The f u r t he r di s cu ^si on of t iii s cu e st i on wi t h t r:e Ci ,i e f of

.
t r e ',';ehr r :a cl- t Or er   t i ons  ' t a f f  ,n d t r  e Cl  i e f of t h e ,̀:eh r Ln3cht    i   :

Con  :an d wr  o j u5t a; r i ve d r ev e<:? 5 t I-: a i n t k e f ut u r e Fr an ce wi l l ,
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t o ::: r d s Gcr n  rl  , a t opt t 'r:e ;  t t i t ud e of a f r i en dl y n eu t r al . po..er

cu t t i; at   ne u i l l n ot de cl ar e r ,  ,r on Ec,  1.ar,d . Fr'ance   i 11 t o l er  :
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( ............ .. ....   .

y' hen as ked by t he Ct:i af of t he A?at i ondl . Def ense Br an ch wh   -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ..._w

t h e  a d e c i si on r.a s b e  r_
t ak en   on t ne out l i n e , su

b
mi t t,ed y es t er -

d aS  ,     t  of a new d ir e ct i ve on t i:e cond iict a f t he wbr , t t e C't.i e i of t  ie

  l'; ehr   ;a c l-;t Ooer a t i ans   t af f d ecl a r e s t  ,at a c or. si der abl e modi f i ca,
t i on

mus t b e ef f e c t ed onl
.y

i n r e s   :ec t t o t he oFer dt i on   eel oeti e    , s i n ce t h e

p r i or i t y   ,
i v en t o t h i s oper at i on by t Yie Y  __t i on   .

l Def en se Br an ch

_ • .

co nf or  rg t o t h e opi nl
.on of t he Ar r .y but d e a   rlot me  t tivi t h t he a   ;p r ov  l

of t he Fuehr e r .

Upon t  - e r er  ar k of t h e Chi ° f of t r e 1 a t i onal Def en s e Er Rn ch

t h at t h e oper a t i on 'lS e el oetive      }.oul d s t i l l t e r eg ar d ed a s bei ng of d eci -

si v e i rr po r t an ce f o r t h e ov er a l l war e f f or t t h e Chi e f p f t he Viehr c;a ch t

•
Oper at i ons St af f admi t s t hi s f ac t but e    ha s i zes t hat t r:e fs  moc  
---- ---------

f or t r e sur e
t h e ba Qi s   •      k  g s uc c e ! s of t h i s a ct i

mu st be cr e at ed be f or e t h e a c t u Fil . c ond uc t of t r e oper a t i on can be t a l[en

i n t o consi d er at i on .

Thi s opi ni on fl as l ed t o t r e f ormul at i on used by t he Chi ef of
  ..  _ .

t he 7 ehr r.;a ch t Oper a t i on s St a f f f o r t h e p as s age cove r i n g t h e oper a t i an
  - - - - -   - - - - -   -   r w

n o +
«S e el oe we '  an d ''r ank i ng l ast i n txis di r e c t i ve . Tl,i s p as s a g e n o r r e ad s :

owi ng t o
«Si nce ,   rc changes i n t he over al l s i t uat i on ,

i t may be ceme pos fi i bl e

or even ne ceQsary t hat i n spr i n€ 1y41 t he oper at i on '8 eel oewe  < <v1 11 be

act ual l y car r i ed out , 'tdl e t hr ee br an ches of t he Y:ehrmacht sh oul d mak e
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s eri ous ef f ort s t o i mprove t he precocri i t i ona f or such oper at i on in

ever y re Gpect    (  ee t he f orn u]..at i on of t he Nat i onal Def ense Branch

i n t he o  t li r_e submi t t ed on 5 Nover.iber ) . Trie C  3.e£ of t he 'Ne ,raa cht

Ni   h Cona and aF r.r oved t !- i s i ormu  t i on.

7 r:ove   ber 1440  '+ar Di ary of t he 4:eh zmach t Y,i   h

Co n,r,and/ C 'ehr  iacY-,t Gg er a t i ons St af

Nat i onal Def ens e Brar.c
h , 7 Novem-

_ ____._ _  _  _   _

• ( . . . . . . . . . . . . .
) ber 1 i 40

A nev  o ut l i ne f or t he Di re ct i ve Ivo . 1 8 i s s ubmi t t ed t o t he

Chi ef of t he Y ehrma cht Oper a t i ons St af f . I n t hi s ne  •  out l i ne , t h e

change s ef f ec t ed by t r. e Cr.i e f o f t he  .ehx•  ch t O  er at i cns St a f f i r,

t he o l d out l i n e ax e t ai.en i nt o ac count .
(S ee under o i :ov embe r j

.

The out ld
.ne i s apr ro ved by t he Cr:i e f of t he  ,ehr  ac ht Ope -

• - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

rat i ons 9 t af f an d b
,y

t he Chi ef of t k  'u  ehr  -ia cht Fii oh Co  ,•nand and f or

,  +arded t o t h e t,i gh coa  :ands of t  - e br an ch   of t he ti', ehrma cht ev en

bef or e i   a be i ng s i gned b;  t he Fuehre r . Tl:e o ut l i ne i s t o be us ed ,

f o r t h e t i me bei ng , as a ba si s f or t he pl anni
_n  of t Y;c nraa; - and Luf t

waf f e Gene rnl St af f s an d of t r:e Nava i OFer a t i ons St af f .

( ............
)

The Rei ch   s Mi ni st er f o r Arr .9 and A  uni t i on , Dr . Todt , i s not i f  .ed

by a l et t e r of t he Chi e f of t he '  :ehrcnacht f :i gh Comna nd t Y,at t he Fue h

q ui ck l y
rer de si r e s t ha t bomb - pr oof Gh el t er s f o r s ub  ,ari ne s be '̀bui l t by i he

Organi ation Todt in the Qubmarine bases in the occupied western

ar eas .
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8 Novemb er 191 0 YYar Di a r y of t h e V  ehr   ,a cht Hi gh

Ca  ,man d/ 4 lafi r m.a cht Op er a t i an s
---- ----- .

, St af f /Nat i onal Def ense Branch ,
  -             r - r - w - w .  -   - t

8 Nove  ber
- - - - - - - - - --

19i s cuss i on of t he Si t uat i on '
, _ _  _        ________

( , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , ) I n t l-ie af t er noon of 7 riovember , a di ve b omber
•

uni t of 20 ai r cr a f t e s c or t ed '03* s t r ong fYght e r f o r ce s a t t a cke d a

s h i p s an d 1  

convoy of 1 1  a aa     c zv i
.s ee Thames Est uar y . 1 st e amer

of 1  t o 50 00 gr os s r egi s   er
   

.ons was sunk and 2 f ur t her st eamezs and t h e cr pti a er wer e

damaged .

(
.................

)

• I n t h e At l an t i c 23 I t al i an s u  a r i n e s a r e op er a t
. .n g a t pr

s en t , Some of t h em ar e s t a t i on ed at Bor d ea w c. Two . subma r i n es on t h e

v+ay t o t 'r  .s p or t we r e at t a c.,k ed by Er i t i sh d e st r oy er s  + i t h wat er

  bombs i n t r e St r ai t of Gi br al t ar . They had t o t ouch at t he por t oP

TGngi er s t o r epai r t he damages i ncur r ed dur i ng t hi s at t ack . Tf:e

.

.ar mor ed c r ui se r   Ac r i r al Schee r    unexicect edl y encount er ed   a Br i -
 

  -                 M -

t i sh convoy i n t he Aor t h At l an t i c   nd sunk a number of st eaucshi ps

ti- i t ri a t ot al od t onnage of 85 000   r os s r egi st er t ons .

(
............

)

9 November 191 0 'rr'ar Di ar y of t he T ehr n a c  t N.i gh

  w r - . . . .   r             -         -   -   . . . -   . -   + - - -

  Co  ura nd '  ehr ma cht Oper at i ons

- -t---- ----
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St a f f   h a t i ona l De i 'en s e Br a n ch ,
,   .   _- - - - -

{ . . . . . . . . . . . . . } 9 Noven:ber 1  4G

Accor d .n  t o t tze dat a on l os s es and ex  endi t ur es cornFi l ed
.

by t he Gr oup I   2 of t he  4at i on al Def ense Br an ch f or t he p er i od .
- - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - _.      ______; - - - -

f r o  : 10   y t o 3 1 Oct obe r i y  t r:e p er s onn e l l os s e s of t h e f l ; i n  

un i t s of t h e Luf t wa f f e cor. .
d
.t   ed a t t he f r on t a  ount ed ,

i n Oct ober ,

t o 36 of f i ce r q an d 111 enl i s t ed men ki l l ed , 14 of f i cer s and 91  en -

l i s t ed   .en r ound ed , an d   3 o f f i ce r s and 2  J a ril .
i s t ed   en mi s s i ng .•
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• - ,-  - i
3 De c er  er l y1 G
------   

reports to
At 16 : 30 h our s , t    e Co  :  nd e r i n Chi e f of t h e I  av y  

t he Fueh r er on t r.e si t u a t i on ri r,i l e t he C'r,i e f of t h e ti  ̀ ehran ch t N.i gh

C  r.r ,̀  3 ; t l-.e Chi ef of t h e 'i: ehr rr a cr,t O  e r a '  i ons j t a f f , and Cor.rna tYler

von Put t k a tt :er ar e pr e Qer , t . He   . ves t h e f o 1l o  +i r  r ep or t :

I t Y.a s b e c ome sr:or e  n d   :or e cl ea r t h at t r:e ut n ost har m i s i n-

f l i ct ed u
_

on t r:e Br i t i sl: b y t l :e d eat r uc t i on of t 'r:ei r i n du   t r i ul an d

h ar bor i ris t al
.
l at i on s b    t h e Luf t ti. a f  'e i n con n ec t i on wi t h t h e d i s r upt i•

.

o f t h e s ea sup p  y s e r vi ce ;:y Su  R_ar i n es i e coo  •di n a t ed ac t i on v,i t r: t he

Luf t W3f l e . F   r t r.i s r ea   on , t h es e o  er ut i on s . s h oul d b e cor t i n ued i n a

con ce;,t r at e d r jan r.e r an d i n t e i •r u  t i cn or i n r ai r lnent of tl: i s ac t i oa s'r,o •

t e t ol c r at ed . Tr.e s e op er a t i ons r.i   h t , i n t r:e l a ng r un - n   ;, be as s $r

l y a s t hi s   ,i n t e r - Y av e a f dt :Y:l ef , e ct on t l: e er:emy . An y l os s of

•

ur e 4t i
.  e r e s ul t i n   ; f r or , an of e r a t i or.

i n v ol v:;.ng arl e   c es s i v e r i s k   .us t

be c ar ef ul l y avo i ded . S u cr: l os r a f ,  r   ; t i  ; e coul
.d r.r ol .on o th e Y+a r aad ,

above al l , i n =' uen ce t    e a t t i t ude of t i :e USh i n a manner d at r i
.c en t s l t

,
Ge r mar:f . r ,  t r Er c l_er .a.

t i or.s s . .o  a d b e c  :r•   e;'i ou t a   ,a:i n st Er:  l
.  n 3 u i t r:

t : e ot   ec t i ve t o r e l i  ;ve t l-:e  ;i•e   s u _e on I t a l o   d t o c ap t ur e Gi br al t a

f or t he nur•p o9e of a a   s cl e ar i n   t r e ;.'ed i t s r r a n ear. of enz   .  f or ce s .

f o r I r el an d   a.
i ns t Br

• F?e   r di
.r  t Y. e  ;r obl ea ,  of t l: e supFor t

t ai n , t h e di 5p a t ch of  sn ex ,   :di t i ona r y co r p s an d t i.e oc cia :a t i on of t Yie

I   l u: d of I r el  s  d irro r 7.c
i r.ot b e   os c i Gl e o  ,i ns t o t r e   up er i or en emy

s ea p ower , t Y: ; un f avor ab l e baa  ; r a, i ,i c .l c or.di t i or_a , ar d t he i   p os s i bi -

l i t y t o r: ov e i n s uppl i e s .
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